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LEGISLATURE  OF  NEW  ZEALAND, 


GOVBBNOB. 

Sxoellenoy  the  Riglit  Honourable  Uohteb  John  Mabk,  Earl  of  RahfubLy,  Knight  Com- 
mander of  the  Most  Diatingnished  Order  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  George. 


THE  MINI8TBY. 


Premier,  Oolonial  Treasurer,  Postmaster-Qeneral, 
Bleotrio  Telegraph  Oommissioner,  Gommis- 
sumer  of  Trade  and  Oostoms,  Minister  of 
Laboor,  and  Minister  of  Native  Affairs 

Minister  of  Lands,  Minister  for  Agricnltore,  and 
Gommissioner  of  Forests 

Minister  of  Mines  and  Minister  for  Railways 

Colonial  Secretary,  Gommissioner  of  Stamp 
Daties,  and  Representing  Native  Race 

Minister  of  Education  and  Minister  of  Immi- 
gration 

Minister  for  Public  Works  and  Minister  of  Marine 

Minister  of  Justice,  Minister  of  Defence,  and 
Minister  of  Commerce  and  Industries 


The  Right  Hon.  Riohabd  John  Sbddon,  P.G 


The  Hon.  John  MoKbnzib. 

The  Hon.  Ai«fbbd  Jbbomb  Gadxan. 
The  Hon.  Jaxss  Cabboli*. 

The  Hon.  W11.UAX  Cahpbbll  Walkxb. 

The  Hon.  William  Hall-Jonbs. 
The  Hon.  Thomas  Thompson. 


BOLL  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  C0UNCILL0B8. 


Arkwright,  Hon.  Francis,  Wellington. 

Baillie,  Hon.  William  Douglas  Hall,  Marl- 
borough fObairman  of  Committees). 

Bamicoat,  Hon.  John  Wallis,  Nelson. 

Bolt,  Hon.  William  Mouat,  Otago. 

Bonar,  Hon.  James  Alexander,  Westland. 

Bowen,  Hun.  Cbarles  Christopber,  Canterbury. 

Feldwick,  Hon.  Henry,  Otago. 

Fraser,  Hon.  Francis  A.  Humphris,  Welling- 
ton. 

Gourley,  Hon.  Hugh,  Otago. 

Grace,  Hon.  Morgan  Stanislaus,  C.M.G.,  Wel- 
lington. 

Harris,  Hon.  Benjamin,  Auckland. 

Holmes, 'Hon.  Mathew,  Otago. 

Jenkinson,  Hon.  John  Edward,  Canterbury. 

Jennings,  Hon.  William  Thomas,  Auckland. 

Johnston,  Hon.  CAiaries  John,  Wellington. 

Jones,  Hon.  George,  Otago. 

Kelly,  Hon.  Thomas,  Taranaki. 

Kelly,  Hon.  William,  Auckland. 

Kenny,  Hon.  Courtney  William  Aylmer  Thomas, 
Marlborough. 

Kexr,  Hon.  James,  Westland. 

MaoGngor,  Hon.  John,  Otago. 

McOoUoogh,  Hon.  William,  Auckland. 
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McLean,  Hon.  George,  Otago. 

Miller,  Hon.  Henry  John,  Otago  (Speaker). 

Montgomeiy,  Hon.  William,  Canterbury. 

Morris,  Hon.  George  Bentham,  Auckland. 

Oliver,  Hon.  Richard,  Otago. 

Ormond,  Hon.  John  Dayies,  Hawke's  Bay. 

Peacock,  Hon.  John  Thomas,  Canterbury. 

Pinkerton,  Hon.  David,  Otago. 

Reeves,  Hon.  Richard  Harman  Jefiares,  Nelson. 

Richardson,  Hon.  Edward,  C.M.G.,  Wellington 

Rigg,  Hon.  John,  Wellington. 

Scotland,  Hon.  Henry,  Taranaki. 

Shrimski,  Hon.  Samuel  Edward,  Otago. 

Smith,  Hon.  Alfred  Lee,  Otago. 

Smith,  Hon.  William  Oowper,  Hawkers  Bay. 

Stevens,  Hon.  Edward  Cephas  John,  Canter- 
bury. 

Swanson,  Hon.  William,  Auckland. 

Taiaroa,  Hon.  Hori  Kerei,  Otago. 

Tomoana,  Hon.  Henare,  Hawke's  Bay. 

Twomey,  Hon.  Jeremiah  Matthew,  Canterbury. 

Walker,  Hon.  Lancelot,  Canterbury. 

Walker,  Hon.  William  Campbell,  Ganterbnry. 

Whitmore,  Hon.  Sir  George  Stoddart,  K.O.M.G.« 
Hawke's  Bay. 

Williams,  Hon.  Henry,  Auckland. 


IV 
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LIST  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Allen,  Edmund  Giblett,  Waikouaiti. 
Allen,  James,  Bnioe. 
Bollard,  John,  Eden. 
Brown,  Henry,  Taranaki. 
Bnohanan,  Walter  Clarke,  Wairarapa. 
Oadman,  Hon.  Alfred  Jerome,  Ohinemuri. 
Oamcross,  Walter  Charles  Frederick,  Taieri. 
Carroll,  Hon.  James,  Waiapa. 
Carson,  Gilbert,  Wanganni. 
Crowther,  William,  City  of  Anckland. 
Dunoan,  Thomas  Young,  Oamam. 
Dathie,  John,  City  of  WelUngton. 
Field,  Henry  Augustus,  Otaki. 
Fisher,  Geozge,  City  of  Wellington. 
Flatman,  Frederick  Robert,  GenJdine. 
Fraser,  William,  Wakatipu. 
Gilfedder,  Michael,  Wallace. 
Graham,  John,  City  of  Nelson. 
^aifi&esBf  Ali^^^  Robert,  Grey  (Qhaifman  pf 

Committees). 
Hall-Jones,  Hdn.  William,  llimaru. 
Heke,  Hone,  Northern  Maori. 
Hezries,  William  Herbert,  Bay  of  Plenty. 
Hogg,  Alexander  Wilson,  Masterton. 
HoUsmd,  James  Job,  City  of  Auckland. 
Houston,  Bobert  Morrow,  Bay  of  Islands. 
Hunter,  George,  Waipawa. 
Hutcheson,  John,  City  of  Wellington. 
Hutchison,  George,  Patea. 
Joyce,  John,  Lyttelton. 
Eaihau,  Henare,  Western  Maori. 
Kelly,  James  White,  Inveroargill. 
Lang,  Frederic  William,  Waikato. 
Lawry,  Frank,  Pamell. 
Lethbridge,  Frank  Yates,  Bangitikei. 
Lewis,  Charles,  City  of  Christchurch. 
McGowan,  James,  Thames. 
McGuire,  Felix,  Hawera. 
MoKenzie,  Hon.  John,  Waihemo. 


Mackenzie,    Mackay    John     Scobie,  City    of 

Dunedin. 
McKenzie,  Boderick,  ^lotueka. 
McLean,  Bobert  Donald  Douglas,  Napier. 
McNab,  Bobert,  Mataura. 
Massey,  William  Ferguson,  Franklin. 
Meredith,  Biohard,  Ashley. 
Miliar,  John  Andrew,  City  of  Dunedin. 
Mills,  Charles  Houghton,  Wairau. 
Monk,  Bichard,  Waitemata. 
Montgomery,  William  Hugh,  Ellesmere. 
Moore,  Bichard,  Kaiapoi. 
Morrison,  Arthur,  Caversham. 
O'Meara,  John,  Pahiatua. 
O'Began,  Patrick  Joseph,  BuUer. 
O'Borke,  Hon,  $ir  George  Maurice,  Kt.,  Mana- 

kau  (Speaker). 
Parata,  Tame,  Southern  Maori. 
Pere,  Wi,  Biwtern  Maori. 
Pirani,  Frederick,  Palmerston. 
Bawlins,  Charles  Champion,  Tuapeka. 
BoUeston,  Hon.  William,  Biccarton. 
Bussell,  Hon.  William  Bussell,  Hawke*s  Bay. 
Seddon,  Bight  Hon.  Bichard  John,  Westland. 
Sligo,  Alexander,  City  of  Dunedin. 
Smith,  George  John,  City  of  Christchurch. 
Stevens,  John,  Manawatu. 
Steward,  Hon.  William  Jukes,  Waitaki. 
Symes,  Walter,  Egmont. 
Tanner,  William  Wilcox,  Avon. 
Taylor,  Thomas  Edward,  City  of  Christchurch. 
Thompson,  Hon.  Thomas,  City  of  Auckland. 
Thompson,  Bobert,  Marsden. 
Thomson,  James  William,  Clutha. 
Ward,  Hon.  Joseph  George,  Awarua. 
Wason,  John  Cathcart,  Selwyn. 
Wilson,  Charles,  Suburbs  of  Wellington. 
Wright,  Edward  George,  Ashburton. 
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INDEX  TO  MEMBERS'  SPEECHES. 


A. 

Allen,  Mr.  E.  G.,  Waikouaiti, 

.  Address  in  Reply  :  No  Confidence,  m,  162 
Alcohoiio  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  698 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  603 
Ifibiwaka  Wooded  Heights,  q.  434 

Allbn,  Mr.  J.,  Bruce, 
Absolute  Majority  Bill,  2b.  510 
Address  in  Reply  :  No  Confidence,  m.  70,  245 
Companies  Bill,  2b.  525 
Goldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  m.  584 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  m.  685 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  158 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  457 
Library  Committee,  m.  545 
Marine  Department  Papers,  in.  360 
Mining  Experts*  Conference,  q,  439 
Police  Commission,  m.  213 
Polling-booth  at  Berwick,  q.  485 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  m.  599,  643 
Reporting  Debates  and  Printing  Committee, 
91.545 

B. 

Baillee,  Hon.  W.  D.  H.,  Marlborough^ 
Death  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  W.  H.  Reynolds  and 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  W.  Downie  Stewart,  m.  8 

Bollabd,  Mr.  J.,  Eden^ 

'  Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  702 
Experimental  Farm  at  Auckland,  q,  484 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  453 
Workmen's  Homes,  q.  423 


Bolt,  Hon.  W.  M.,  Olago, 
Adjournment,  m.  206,  258 

BoNAB,  Hon.  J.  A.,  Weatland, 
Adjournment,  m.  206,  258 
Immigration  Restriction  Bill,  2b.  529 
Separate  Institutions  Bill,  2b.  355 
Workers'  Compensation  for  Accidents  Bill, 
2b.  356,  472 

Bowbn,  Hon.  C.  C,  CanUrhuryt 
Adjournment,  m.  205 
Immigration  Restriction  Bill,  2b.  529 

Bbowk,  Mr.  H.,  Taranaki, 
Address  in  Reply  :  No  Confidence,  m.  97 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  694 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  629 
New  Plymouth  Passenger-station,  q.  424 
North  Island  Dairy  School,  q.  425 
Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  q.  485 
Preferential  Voting  and  Proportional  Repre- 
sentation Bill,  2b.  556 

Buchanan,  Mr.  W.  C,  Wairarapat 
Address  in  Reply :  No  Confidence,  m.  408 
Adjournment,  m.  498 
Commerce  Promotion  Committee,  m.  637 
Qoldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  m.  587  ' 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  654,  660 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  159 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  614 
I^ibrary  Committee,  m,  548 
New  Zealand  Hemp,  m.  583 
Parliament  Buildings  Expenditure,  m  635 
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BuoHANAH,  Mr.  W.  C. — continued. 
Preferential  VotiDg  and  Proportional  Repre- 
sentation Bill,  2b.  558 
Pablio  AooountB  Committee,  m.  587 
Questions,  m.  636 
Railways  Committee,  m.  547 


o. 

Cadman,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Ohinemuri  (Minister  of 

Mines  and  Minister  for  Railways), 
Amended  Mining  Regalations,  q,  419 
American  Locomotives,  q.  427 
Dunedin-Mosgiel  Double  Line,  q.  485 
Danedin-Sawyers*  Bay  Railway,  g.  492 
Dontroon  Loading-yards,  q.  481 
Free  Carriage  of  Lime,  q,  422 
Goldfields  and   Mines   Committee,  m,  588, 

541 
Hand-made  Cigarettes,  q,  491 
Qolidays  and  Sick-pay  to  Workmen  in  Sheds 

and  on  Wharves,  q.  495 
Kaiapoi  Railway-station,  q,  671 
Kurow  Post-  and  Telegrapn-offioe,  q.  424 
Lower  Hutt- Wellington   Additional  Train, 

<;.  484 
Mme-managers'  Certificates,  q,  496 
Mining  Experts'  Conference,  q,  439 
Molyneux  River  Navigation,  q.  671 
Morven  Poet-  and  Telegraph-office,  q,  650 
New  Plymouth  Passenger-statiou,  q,  424 
New  Small-arms,  q,  495 
Old-age  Pensions  Act,  q.  488,  490 
Ormondville  Qoods-shcd,  q,  496 
Pukekohe  Goods-shed,  q,  434 
Bailwav  Gangers'  Wages,  q.  498 
Railway  Police,  q.  485 
Railways  Conmiittee,  m.  546 
Rakaia  Railway  Commission,  m.  419 
Rangitata  Traffic-bridge,  q.  428 
School  Teachers'  Railway- fares,  q,  488 
Schools  of  Mines  Grants,  q,  482 
Seaward  Bush  Railway,  q,  490 
West  Coast  Coal,  q,  492 
Woodlands  Rail  way- accommodation,  q,  426 

Cabncboss,  Mr.  W.  C.  F.,  Taieri, 
Address  in  Reply  :  No  Confidence,  m,  384 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  680 
Dunedin-Mosgiel  Double  Line,  q.  485 
Goldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  m.  542 
Libel  Bill,  2b.  564,  575,  579 
Marine  Commission,  q.  686 
Marine  Department  Papers,  m.  867 
Mosgiel-Dunedin  Workmen's  Train,  q.  436 
Police  Commission,  m.  220 

Cabbolzj,  Mr.  J.,  Waiapu  (Colonial  Secretary, 
Commissioner  of  Stamp  Duties,  and  Mem- 
ber of  Executive  represtinting  Native  Race), 

Address  in  Reply :  No  Confidence,  m,  58 

Best-kept  Farm  or  Homestead,  q,  485 

Bush  firing,  9.  488 

Canvassing  Electors,  g.  491 

Chinese  Gambling  Cases  in  Christohurch,  o. 
427 


CAliBOLii,  Mr.  J. — c<mHniud, 
Cost  of  Commissions,  q,  426 
Country  Libraries'  Subsidy,  q,  432 
Egmont  National  Park  Bill,  q.  481 
Forfeitures  for  Non-payment  of  Rent,  q,  489 
Holders  of  Small  Areas,  q.  487 
luebriates  Institutions  Act,  g.  437 
Landless  Natives  Commission,  q,  483 
Lands   Report    and    Report    on    Lunatic 

Asylums,  q,  490 
Library  Committee,  m.  542 
Macquarie  Island,  q,  438 
Midland  Railway  q.  486 
Napier-Wairoa  Road,  q.  487 
Native  Game  Close  Season,  q.  485 
Native  Ground  Birds  Preservation,  q,  487 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  q.  487 
Noxious  Weeds  Bill,  q,  485 
Ohutu  Block,  q.  486 

Orphanages  and  Industrial  Schools,  q.  488 
Ottake  Siettlement  AthensBum,  q.  481 
Parnassus  and  EUghfield  Estates,  q,  482 
Philadelphia  Commercial  Congress,  q.  492 
Polling-booth  at  Berwick,  q.  485 
Progress-payments  by  Settlers,  q,  488 
Punehu  Bridge,  q,  484 
Rabbit-proof  Wire- netting  Act,  q.  484 
Returning  Officers'  Payment,  q,  489 
South  Egmont  Forest  Reserve,  q,  484 
Southland  Police  District,  q.  488 
St.  Andrew's  Library,  q,  480 
Starborough  Hotel,  q,  481 
State  Forest  Regulations,  q.  482 
"  Tararua  "  Acre,  q,  486 
Tyser  and  Co.'s  Steamers,  q,  490 
Waiau  Lower-site  Ferry,  q.  481 
Waiau-Preservation  Track,  g.  481 
Waihao  Natives  and  Old-age  Pensions  Aot, 

g.  424 
Waipara-Cheviofc  Railway  Extension,  g.  489 
Wellington  Heads  Leading-lights,  g.  489 
Whakarewa  Native  School  Endowment,  g. 

483 

Cabson,  Mr.  G.,  Wanganui, 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  688 
Hansard  Reporters'  Accommodation,  g.  4iI8 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  665 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  170 
Marine  Department  Papers,  tn,  859 
Ohutu  Block,  g.  436 

Parliamentary  Library  Catalogue,  m.  481 
Police  Commission,  m.  218 


Cbowtheb,  Mr.  W.,  City  of  AuMand^ 
Absolute  Majority  Bill,  2b.  520 
Address  in  Reply :  No  Confidence,  m.  278 
Goldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  m.  589 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  659 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  167 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  606 
Marine  Department  Papers,  m.  859 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  m.  480,  487 
Parliament  House  Grounds,  g.  426 
Police  Commission,  m.  223 
Preferential  Voting  and  Proportional  Repi 

sentation  Bill,  2b.  556 
Vaile's  Railway  System,  m.  588 
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D. 


DuNOAK,  Mr.  T.  Y.,  Oamaru^ 
AddreBS  in  Reply,  m.  821 
Ooldfielda  and  Mines  Committee,  fit.  538 
Land  for  Settlements  B>11,  2b.  469 
Libel  BUI,  2r.  579 

Preferential  Voting  and  Proportional  Repre- 
sentation Bill,  2b.  554 

DuTHiB,  Mr.  J.,  City  of  Wellington, 
Abeolnte  Majority  Bill,  2b  514 
Acldress  in  Reply :  No  Gonfideuod,  m.  104 
City  of  Wellington  Electoral  District :   Issae 

of  Wnt,  Obs.  806 ;  m.  872,  876 
Commerce  Promotion  Committee,  m,  687 
Gonoiliation  Boards,  m.  634 
Edwards's,  Mr.  Justice,  Petition,  m.  588 
GoldfieldB  and  Mines  Committee,  m.  641 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  657,  660 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),2b.  161 
Land  for  Settlements  BUI,  2b.  607 
Idbrary  Committee,  fit.  544 
Marine  Department  Papers,  fit.  866 
Public  Aocotrnts  Committee,  m.  585 


P. 

Fbldwick,  Hon.  H.,  Otago, 
InTeroargill    Garrison   Hall   Trustees   Em- 
powering Bill,  2b.  581,  582 

Field,  Mr.  H.  A.,  Otaki, 
Address  in  Reply :  No  Confidence,  fit.  252 

FiSHEB,  Mr.  G.,  City  of  Wellington, 
Abeolnte  Majority  Bill,  2b.  511 
Address  in  Reply,  fit.  876 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  677 
City  of  Wellington  Electorate:  Issue  of  Writ, 

fit.  372 
Goldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  fit.  542 
Harbour  Board  Loans,  fit.  635 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  fit.  657 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  159 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  465 
Libel  Bill,  2b.  567,  576,  581 
Libraiy  Committee,  fit.  543 
Lower  Hutt- Wellington  Additional  Train,  q, 

Haoqnarie  Island,  q.  488 
Marine  Department  Papers,  fit.  858, 365 
Mount  Cook  Barracks  Road,  q,  669 
New  Zealand  Hemp,  Obs.  588 
Police  Commission,  fit.  215 
Preferential  Voting  and  Proportional  Repre- 
sentation Bill,  2b.  555 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  fit.  646 
RiUlway  Police,  q.  485 

Flatmah,  Mr.  F.  B.,  Oeraldins, 
Address  in  Reply :  No  Confidence,  fit.  108 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  697 
Best-kept  Farm  or  Homestead,  q.  486 
Branding  of  Wool,  q.  430 
Forest  Plantations,  fit.  634 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  fit.  663 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  171 


FliATMAN,  Mr.  F.  "R.— continued. 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  466 
Orari-Timaru  Train,  q,  484 
Permanent  Forces,  q,  672 
Preferential  Voting  and  Proportional  Repre- 
sentation Bill,  2b.  560 
Railways  Committee,  fit.  547 
Rangitata  Traffic- bridge*,  q,  422 
Waikakahi  Estate,  q.  427 


Fbasbb,  Hon.  F.  H.,  Wellington, 
Address  in  Reply,  fit.  7,  10,  296 

Fbaseb,  Mr.  W.,  Wakatipu, 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  171 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  628 


a. 

QniFEDDBB,  Mr.  M.,  WaOace, 
Absolute  Majority  Bill,  2b.  508 
Address  in  Reply,  fit.  76 
Alcobolic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  678 
Classifloation  by  Head- teachers,  q,  494 
Crown  Land  and  Acquired  Land,  q,  419 
Dipton  Bridge,  a.  433 
Goldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  fit.  540 
Gorse-olearing  from  Public  Roads,  q,  420 
Heke,  Mr.  Hobe,  fit.  660 
Land  for  Settlements  BUI,  2b.  463 
Library  Committee,  fit.  544 
LiUburn-Blg  River  Track-cutting,  q,  494 
Otautau  Postal  and  Telegraph  Facilities,  q, 

666 
Police  Commission,  fit.  222 
Preferential  Voting  and  Proportional  Repre- 
sentation Bill,  2b.  550 
Rabbit  Department  Abolition,  q.  493 
Railway  Gangers*  Wages,  o.  493 
Removal  of  Women*s  Disabilities  Bill,  2b.  675 
Small-birds  Extermination,  q,  498 
Southland  Police  District,  q,  488 
State  Forest  Regulations,  q,  482 
Waiau  Lower-site  Ferry,  tf .  481 
Waiau-Preservation  TracK,  q.  481 
Weights  and  Measures  BUI,  2b.  527 
Weights  and  Measures  Inspectors*  Reports, 
fit.  480 

Gbaob,  Hon.  M.  S.,  WeUinglon, 
Adjournment,  fft.  257 
Cutten  Trust  Bill,  2b.  471 
Immigration  Restricfcion  BiU,  2b.  529 

Gbahax,  Mr.  J.,  City  of  Nelson, 
Address  in  Reply :  No  Confidence,  fit.  118 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  fit.  66 
Old-age  Pensions  Act,  q,  489 

GxnNKBSs,  Mr.  A.  R.,  Orey  (Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees), 
Absolute  Majority  BiU,  2b.  519 
Arbor  Day,  q.  636 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  nt.  657 
Library  Committee,  fit.  545 
Marine  Department  Papers,  fft.  864 
Midland  Railway,  q.  420 
Schools  of  Mines  Grants,  q.  482 
School  Teachers*  RaUway-fares,  q,  488 
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H. 

HAiiL- Jones,  Mr.   W.,   Timaru  (Minister  for 
Public  Works  and  Minister  of  Marine), 
Address  in  Reply,  fit.  195 
Auokland-T&ranaki  Road,  q.  431 
Boards  of  Bducation  Election,  q,  480 
Branding  o(  Wool,  q.  480 
Bushfellers'  Protection,  q,  437 
Certificated  Engine-drivers,  q.  486 
Classification  by  Head- teachers,  q.  495 
Clyde  Fruitgrowing  Station,  q.  484 
Condemned  Stock,  q.  429 
Crown  Land  and  Acquired  Land,  q,  420 
Crown  Tenants,  q.  425 
Deck-loading  of  Vessels,  q.  492 
Dipton  Bridge,  q.  433 
Experimental  Farm  at  Auckland,  g.  434 
Forest  Hill  Railway,  q.  470 
Gorae-clearing  from  Public  Roads,  q.  420 
Hansard  Reporters'  Accommodation,  q.  428 
Heavy  Traffic  Scale,  q.  438 
Hot  Springs  District  Balnealogist,  q,  425 
Lake  EUesmere  Flounder-fishery,  q.  667 
Lands  Report,  q.  635 
Lillburn-Big  River  Track-cutting,  q.  494 
Makuri-Pongaroa  Road,  q.  426 
Manawatu  Gorge  Bridge,  q.  426 
Mangaweka  Bridge,  q.  422 
Marine  CommissioD,  j.  636 
Marine  Department  Papers,  m.  857 
Matamata  Estate,  q.  424 
Midland  Railway,  q.  421 
Mihiwaka  Wooded  Heights,  q,  434 
Moa  Road  Board  Petition,  q.  429 
Morven  Dairy  Factory,  q,  650 
Mount  Cook  Barracks  Road,  q.  669 
North  Auckland  Railway,  q,  672,  673 
North  Island  Dairy  School,  q,  425 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway  Loan,  q,  429 
Old-age  Pensions  Act,  q,  489 
Painters  injured  at  Parliament  Buildings, 

9.  259 
Parliament  House  Grounds,  q.  426 
Parliamentary  Library,  q.  438 
Police  Commission,  m.  214 
Ponsonby  Post-office,  9.  434 
Pukerau  Sections,  q.  428 
Rabbit  Department  Abolition,  q,  498 
Rabbit  Inspectors,  q.  430 
School  Committees,  q.  678 
Sewage,  g.  429 

Shipping  and  Seamen's  Act,  q.  432 
Small-birds  Extermination,  q,  498 
Stratford  and  Awakino  Routes,  q.  429 
Swing-gates  across  Public  Roiids,  q.  670 
Tuakau  Bridge,  q.  432 
Upper  Monaka  Bridge,  q.  671 
Upper  Waitaki  Riding  Hoads,  q,  435 
Waikakahi  Entate,  q,  428 
Waimate  Unemployed,  q,  672 
Wpllington  District  Farm  School,  q,  487 
Wellington-Lyttelton  Steam  Service,  q.  429 
Workmen's  Homes,  q.  423 

Herries,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Bay  of  Plenty, 
Absolute  Majority  Bill,  2b.  521 
Hot  Springs  District  Balnealogist,  q.  425 
Libel  Bill,  2r.  579 


Hebbies,  Mr.  W.  H. — continued. 
Matamata  Estate,  q,  424 
Old-age  Pensions  Regulations,  q.  307 ;  m.  857 
Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2b.  527 

Hooo,  Mr.  a.  W.,  Master  ton. 
Absolute  Majority  Bill,  2b.  517 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  289 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  167 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  455 
Library  Committee,  m.  543 
Native  Game  Close  Season,  q.  435 
Police  Commission,  m.  208 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  m.  590 
Public  Estate,  m.  634 
Rabbit-proof  Wire-netting  Act,  q,  484;  tn, 

634 
Wellington  District  Farm  School,  g.  437 

Holland,  Mr.  J.  J.,  City  of  Aucklandt 
Ponsonby  Post-office,  q.  434 
Stratford  and  Awakino  Routes,  q,  429' 

Houston,  Mr.  R.  M.,  Bay  of  Islands, 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  654 
Inland  Mails,  q.  668 
Local  Bodies'  Votes,  q.  673 

Huntbb,  Mr.  G.,  Waipawa, 
Address  in  Reply,  tn.  148 
City  of  Wellington  Electoral  District :  Issue 

of  Writ,  Obs.  306 
Country  Libraries'  Subsidy,  q,  432 
Ormondville  Goods-shed,  q.  497 
Patangata  Local  Valuer,  m.  685 

Hutcheson,  Mr.  J.,  City  of  Wellington, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  155,  187,  804 
Edwards's,  Mr.  Justice,  Petition,  Obs.  102 
Painters  injured  at  Parliamentary  Buildings 
2.259 

Hutchison,  Mr.  G.,  Patea, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  59 
Adjournment,  tn.  502 
Felt  Industry  Bonus,  tn,  588 
Goldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  m.  536 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act, 

m.  583 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  608 
Leave  of  Absence,  q.  21 
Library  Committee,  m.  542 
Marine  Department  Papers,  m,  367 
"  Native  Purposes  "  Contingencies,  tn,  685 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan,  m, 

538 
Property  Law  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  568 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  m,  649 
Royal  Commission  on  Marine  Certificates, 

0.21 
"  Thirds  "  and  "  Fourths,"  m.  538 


J. 


Jbnkinson,  Hon.  J.  C,  Canterbury, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  53 
Black- pine  Sleepers,  q.  471 
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JsBimiiQS,  Hon.  W.  T.,  Auckland , 
ImmigistioQ  Bestriotion  Bill,  2b.  529 
Workers'  Gompensation  for  Aocidonta  Bill, 
2b.  475 

JoaxB,  Hon.  6.,  Otago, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  10 
Adjournment,  m,  257 
Inebriate  Retreats,  g.  805 

t 

Joyce,  Mr.  J.,  Lyttelton, 
Holidays  and  Sick-pay  to  Workmen  in  Sheds 

and  on  Wharves,  q.  495 
Inebriates  Institationa  Act,  q,  487 
Midland  Railway,  q.  486 
Wellington  Heads  Leading  lights,  g.  489 


K. 

Kaihad,  Mr.  H.,  Western  Maori, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  405 

Kbixt,  Mr.  J.  W.,  JnvercargUlj 
Imprest  Sapply  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  166 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  624 
Police  Commission,  m.  221 

KsiXT,  Hon.  T.,  Tara9iaki, 
Adjonrnment,  m.  205 

Workers'  Compensation  for  Aooidents  Bill, 
2b.  478 


L. 

Laso,  Mr.  F.  W.,  Waikato, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  818,  418 
Aackland-Taranaki  Road,  q.  481 
Qoldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  m.  542 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  622 
Toakan  Bridge,  q.  432 

L4WBT,  Mr.  F.,  PameU, 
Alcoholic  Liqnors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  689 
Libel  Bill,  2b.  578,  580 

IiETHBBZDaB,  Mr.  F.  Y.,  RangtUkei^ 
Address  in  Reply,  m,  852 
Maogaweka  Bridge,  q,  422 

Lbwis,  Mr.  C,  CUy  of  Christchurch^ 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  827 
Alooholic  Liqnors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  686 
Boards  of  Eduoation  Election,  g;  429 
Hand-made  Cigarettes,  q.  490 
Marine  Department  Papers,  m,  868 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  604  ;  Com.  658 
Police  Commission,  m.  217,  227 
Police  Force  Appointments,  q.,  807 
Rakaia  Railway  Commission,  tn,  419 
Sewage,  9.  429 

Tyser  and  Co.'s  Steamers,  q,  490  ' 
Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2b.  527 


Magkbnzib,  Mr.  M.  J.  S.,  CUy  of  Dunedin, 
Address  in  Reply :  No  Confidence,  m.  133 
Gk)ldfie1ds  and  Mines  Committee,  tn,  587 
Libel  BUI,  2b.  572,  580 
Marine  Department  Papers,  tn.  357 
Police  Commission,  ?».  210 

Massby,  Mr.  W.  F.,  Frajiklin, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  384,  418 
Agrioaltaral,  Pastoral,  and  Stock  Committee, 

m.  546 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  700 
Gk)ldfieldH  and  Minea  Committee,  tn.  539 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  tn.  653,  663 
ImprcBt  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  170 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  616 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway  Loan,  q.  429 
Pukekohe  Goods-shed,  q.  434 
Twelve-trip  Tickets,  tn.  634 

McCuLLOUGH,  Hon.  W.,  AucklatuL, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  47 

McGowAN,  Mr.  J.,  Thames, 

Address  in  Reply :  No  Confidence,  m.  176 
Absolute  Majority  Bill,  2b.  511 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  695 
Marine  Department  Papers,  m.  362 
Mine- managers'  Certificates,  q.  495 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  m.  593 
Thames  Goldfields,  tn,  480 
Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2b.  527 

McGuiBE,  Mr.  F.,  Hawera, 
Address  in  Reply  ;  No  Confidence,  m.  259 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  697 
Commerce  Promotion  Committee,  tn,  639 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  625 
Public  Libraries'  Subscribers,  q,  667 
Punehu  Bridge,  q.  484 
South  Egmont  Forest  Reserve,  q.  483 

McEbnzib,  Mr.  R.,  Motueka, 
Address  in  Reply,  tn.  88 
Absolute  Majority  Bill,  2b.  522 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  670 
Commerce  Promotion  Committee,  tn.  639 
Fair  Rent  BiU,  q,  420 
Goldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  tn.  538 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  fit.  660,  668 
Libel  Bill,  2b.  574,  579 
Library  Committee,  tn.  543 
New- Zealand-grown  Hops,  tn.  480 
Police  Commission,  tn.  219 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  tn.  644 
Vaile's  Railway  System,  m,  583 

McLean,  Hon.  G.,  Otago, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  11 
Adjournment,  tn.  204,  256 
Cutten  Trust  Bill,  2b.  471 
Immigration  Restriction  Bill,  2b.  529 
Inveroargill    Garrison    Hall    Trustees    Em- 
powering Bill,  2b.  581 
Shorthand  Reporters  Bill,  2b.  532 
Vogfel,  Sir  Julius,  Death  of,  tn.  19 
Workers'  Compeasation  for  Accidents  Bill, 
2b.  475 
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McLean,  Mr.  B.  D.  D.,  Napier^ 
CompensatioD  for  Aooidents,  m,  635 
Napier- WaiitM  Boad,  9.  486 
Public  Aooounte  Oommiitee,  m.  648 
Univereity  OoUeges,  m,  481 
Upper  Mohaka  Bridge,  q,  671 

McNab,  Mr.  B.,  Mataura^ 
Address  in  Beply :  No  Oonfldenoe,  m.  140 
Absolute  MMority  Bill,  2b.  503,  628 
Forest  Hill  Railway,  g.  420 
Free  Carriage  of  Lime,  g.  422 
Goldfi^ds  and  Mines  Committee,  m,  539 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  655,  661,  662 
Libel  Bill,  2b.  575 
Preferential  Voting  and  Proportional  Bepre- 

sentation  Bill,  2b.  557.  560 
Babbits,  m.  480 

Betarning  Officers'  Payment,  g.  439 
Seaward  Bosh  Bailway,  g.  490 
**  Tararua  "  Acre,  q,  486 
Woodlands  Bailway-acoommodation,  g.  426 

Mbhbdith,  Mr.  B.,  Ashley ^ 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  181 ;  Obs.  299 
Absolute  Majority  Bill,  2b.  507 
Assets  Board,  q.  650 
Glentui  Bstate,  m.  635 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  655 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  169, 172 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  620 
Legislative  Council  Appointments,  q,  674 
Parnassus  and  Highfield  Estates,  q,  482 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  m,  646 
Star  borough  Hotel,  g.  430 
Swing-gates  across  Public  Boads,  q.  669 
Waiparar-Cheviot  Bailway  Extension,  q,  489 
Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2b.  527 

MiiiLAB,  Mr.  J.  A.,  City  of  Dunedin, 
Address  in  Beply,  m,iQ;  No  Confidence,  m. 

238 
Absolute  Majority  Bill,  2b.  509 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  685 
Companies  Bill,  2b.  524,  526 
Marine  Department  Papers,  m.  362 

Mills,  Mr.  C.  H.,  Wairau, 
Address  in  Beply :  No  Confidence,  m.  278 
Absolute  Maiortty  Bill,  2b.  513 
Awatere  Bridge,  q.  422 
Qoldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  m,  538 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  658 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  447 
Preferential  Voting  and  Proportional  Bepre- 

sentation  Bill,  2b.  554 
Property  Law  Consolidation  Bill,  2b.  562, 

563 
School  Committees,  q,  673 

Monk,  Mr.  B.,  Waitemata, 
Addres.4  in  Beply  :  No  Confidence,  m,  245 
Hpke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  664 
Library  Committee,  m.  543 
North  Auckland  Bailway,  q.  671 
North  of  Auckland  Bailway  Extension,  q, 

673 
Progress-payments  by  Settlers,  g.  483 


MoNTOOKEBT,  Mr.  W.  H.,  EUeam§re, 
Address  in  Beply :  No  Confidence,  m.  285 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  158 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  611 
Marine  Department  Papers,  m.  357 
New  Zealand  Consols,  m.  583 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  m.  584 

MooBE,  Mr.  B.,  Kaiapoit 
Address  in  Beply:  No  Confidence,  m.  120, 

696 
Alcoholic  Liqnors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.1696 
Goldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  m.  540 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  657 
Kaiapoi  Bailway-station,  q,  671 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  626 

MoBBisoN,  Mr.  A.,  Caversham, 
Address  in  Beply,  m.  65,  245,  890 
Adjournment,  m.  500 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  655 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  162 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  458 
Police  Commission,  m.  211 
Preferential  Voting  and  Proportional  Bepre- 

sentation  Bill,  2b.  559 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  m,  595 


O. 

O'Meaba,  Mr.  J.,  Pahiattia, 
Address  in  Beply :  No  Confidence,  m.  265 
Bush-firing,  q,  488 
Crown  Tenants,  q.  425 
Forfeitures  for    Non-payment   of  Bent,   a, 

489 
Holders  of  Small  Areas,  q,  487 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.,  628 
Makuri-Pongaroa  BocuS,  q,  426 
Manawatu  Gorge  Bridge,  q,  425 

O'Bbgan,  Mr.  P.  J.,  BuUer, 
Absolute  Majority  Bill,  2b.  509 
Address  in  Beply  :  No  Confidence,  m.  307 
Deck  loading  of  Vessels,  q,  492 
Goldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  m.  541 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  655 
Midland  Bailway  Litigation,  g.  670 
Native  Ground  Birds  Preservation,  q.  487 
Old-age  Pensions  Act,  q,  487 
Philadelphia  Commercial  Congress,  q.  491 
Preferential  Voting  and  ProportioniU  Bepre- 

sentation  Bill,  2b.  547,  561 
Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2b.  526,  528 
West  Coast  Coal,  q.  492 

Obhond,  Hon.  J.  D.,  Hawkers  Bay, 
Adjournment,  m,  257 


P. 

Pabata,  Mr.  T.,  SotUhem  Maori, 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  658 
Landless  Nativen  Commission,  q.  483    '■    "  ' 
Whakarewa  Native  School  Endowment,   g. 
483 
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PnncEBTOV,  Hon.  D.,  Otago, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  9 
Adjoummenl,  m.  258 
Oatten  Trust  BUI,  2b.  470,  471 
In'vozoaigill   Gatrison   Hall  Tnuieei   Bm- 
powering  Bill,  2b.  582 

PiBABi,  Hr.  F.,  Paimentonf 
AddiasB  in  Reply:  No  Ckmfldenoe,  m.  5X)4, 

227,245 
Alcoholic  Liqnora  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  692 
Oity  of  Wellington  Electoral  District :  Issue 

of  Writ,  m.  806 
Oontempt  of  Oourt  Bill,  2b.  502 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  654,  661,  662 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  160 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  440 
liibel  BiU,  2b.  578 
liibrary  Committee,  m.  545 
Marine  Department  Papers,  m,  358,  864,  871 
Old-age  Pensions  Act,  q,  489 
Police  Commission,  m.  207 
Preferential  Voting  and  Proportional  Repre- 
sentation Bill,  2b.  556 
Public  Trust  Office  Accounts,  g.  4 
Royal  Commission  on  Marine  Certificates, 
9.21 


R. 

Bawuhs,  Mr.  C.  C,  Tuapeka^ 
Absolute  Majority  Bill,  2b.  508 
Address  in  Reply :  No  Confidence,  m,  88 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  688 
Clyde  Fruit-growing  Station,  q.  435 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  657 
Marine  Department  Papers,  m,  365 
Molyneux  River  Navigation,  q,  670 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  m.  592 
Rabbiting  on  Eamsdeugh  Runs,  m.  634 

Rbbvxs,  Hon.  R.  H.  J.,  Nelton, 
Adjournment,  m.  205 

BiCHABDSON,  Hon.  E.,  C.M.G.,  Wellington, 
Workers'  Compensation  for  Accidents  Bill, 
1B.S05 

Rioo,  Hon.  J.,  WeliingUm, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  49 
Adjournment,  m.  205 

RoiiLBsroH,  Mr.  W.,  Bfcearton, 
Address  in  Reply :  No  Confidence,  m.  398 
Agnoultural,  Pastoral,  and  Stock  Committee, 

m.  546 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  681 
Financial  Statement,  q,  666 
Goldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  fit.  585,  587 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  Com.  157 ;  2b. 

172 
Lands  Report  and  Report  on  Lunatic  Asy- 
lums, q.  490 
Orphanages  and  Industrial  Schools,  q,  488 
Police  Commission,  q,  124 ;  m.  206 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  m.  584 
Reporting  Debates  and  Printing  Committee, 
m.  546 


RussBLL,  Captain  W.  R.,  Hawh6*9  Bay, 
Address  in  Reply :  No  Confidence,  m.  84,  57, 

59,96 
Adjournment,  m.  496 
Arbor  Day,  q,  686 
Canvassing  Electors,  q.  491 
Commerce  Promotion  Committee,  m.  637 
Companies  Bill,  2b.  525 
Gk)ldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  m.  533,  534 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  157 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  440, 444 ;  Com. 

652,653 
Lands  Report,  q,  635 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  m.  594 
Questions,  ffi.  635 
Railways  Committee,  tn,  547 
Royal  Commission  on  Marine  Certificates, 

$.20 
Vogel,  Sir  Julius,  Death  of,  m.  23 


s. 

Seddon,  Mr.  B.  J.,  P.C.,  Weetland  (Premier, 
Colonial  Treasurer,  Postmaster-General, 
Electric  Telegraph  Commissioner,  Com- 
missioner of  Trade  and  Customs,  Mixdster 
of  Labour,  and  Minister  of  Native  Affairs), 

Absolute  Majority  BiU,  2b.  514 

Address  in  Reply,  m.  81,  42,  390,  405,  413  ; 
Obs.  418 

Address  in  Reply:  No  Confidence,  m,  124, 
152  dEC,  234,  245  dso. 

Adjournment,  m.  156,  498 

Agricultural,  Pastoral,  and  Stock  Committee, 
ffi.  546 

Arbor  Day,  q.  636 

Assets  Board,  q.  651 

Bell,  The  Late  Sir  F.  D.,  m.  5 

Commerce  Promotion  Committee,  m.  636, 
639 

Companies  Bill,  2b.  525 

Divorce  Act,  tn.  6 

Financial  Statement,  Obs.  666 

Goldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  m,  533, 
534,536 

Grey,  The  Late  Sir  Gtoorge,  fit.  5 

Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  654,  659 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  tn,  157 ;  2b.  173 

Inland  Mails,  q.  668 

Labour  Bills  Committee,  m.  545. 

Land  for  Settiements  Bill,  2b.  440,  630 

Lamach,  The  Late  Hon.  W.  J.  M.,  C.M.G., 
tn.  6 

Leave  of  Abience,  tn.  21 

Legislative  Council  Appointments,  q.  674 

Libel  Bill,  2b.  578,  579,  580 

Library  Committee,  tn,  543,  544,  545 

Local  Bodies'  Votes,  q,  674 

Marine  Commission,  tn.  156 

Marine  Department  Papers,  Obs.  357,  372; 
m.  360,368 

Midland  Railway  Litigation,  q,  670 

New  Zealand  Hemp,  Obs.  583 

Old-age  Pensions  Committee,  fit.  650 

Old-age  Pensions  Regulations,  q.  807;  m. 
867 

Otautau  Postal  and  Telegraph  Facilities,  q, 
667 
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SsDDON,  Mr.  B.  J.,  P.O. — continued. 
Police  Oommisaion,  m.  206,  224 
Police  Force  Appointmeitts,  q.  807 
Preferential  Voting  and  Proportional  Repre- 
sentation Bill,  2b.  551,  557 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  m.  584,  586 
Public  Libraries'  Subscribers,  q.  667 
Public  Trust  Offioe  Accounts,  m.  4 
Questions,  m.  685,  686 
Questions  and  Orders  of  the  Day,  m.  583 
Reporting  Debates  and  Printing  Committee, 

m.  545 
Royal  Commission  on  Marine  Certificates,  q. 

20,21 
Samoan  Commission,  Obs.  652 
Sly-grog  Selling  in  Clutha,  q.  668 
Vaile's  Railway  System,  Obs.  583 
Vogel,  Sir  Julius,  Death  of,  m.  22 
Volunteer  and  Militia  Officers'  Parliamentary 

Privileges  Bill,  1b.  666 
Weights  and  Measures  Bill,  2b.  527 
Wellington,  City  of,  Electoral  District :  Issue 
of  Writ,  Obs.  306 ;  m.  372,  373 

SiOBiiiSKi,  Hon.  S.  E.,  Otago, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  10 
Adjournment,  m,  156,  204,  257 
Immigration  Restriction  Bill,  2b.  629 
0am aru  Railway-station,  q.  805 

Siiioo,  Mr.  A.,  City  of  Dunedin, 
Absolute  Majority  Bill,  2b.  517 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  660 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  601 
Police  Commission,  m.  215 
Upper  Waitaki  Riding  Roads,  g.  435 

SiaTH,  Hon.  A.  L.,  Otago, 
Address  in  Reply,  m  48 
Adjournment,  m.  205,  257 
Companies  Liquidation  Bill,  q,  805 
Immigration  Restriction  Bill,  2b.  531 
Workers'  Compensation  for  Accidents  Bill, 
2b.  477 

teiTH,  Mr.  G.  J.,  City  of  Christchurch, 
Chinese    Gambling  Cases  in  Christchurch, 

9.426 
Commerce  Promotion  Committee,  m.    637, 

639 
Condemned  Stock,  g.  428 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  158 
Libel  Bil],  2b.  579 

'  Marine  Department  Papers,  m.  859 
Police  Commission,  m.  207 
Volunteer  and  Militia  Officers'  Parliamentary 

Privileges  Bill,  1b.  666 

Spbaksb,  Hon.  the  (Hon.  H.  J.  Miller),  Otago^ 
Aoland,  Resignation  of  the  Hon.  Mr.,  Obs.  8 
Address  in  Reply,  Obs.  101 
Grey,  The  Late  Sir  George,  Obs.  7 
Leave  of  Absence,  Obs.  3 
New  Members,  Obs.  3 
Oamam  Railway- station,  q.  805 

Spbaksb,  Mr.  (Sir  G.  M.  O'Rorke,  Et.),  Manit- 
kau^ 
Absolute  Majority  Bill,  2b.  512 


Spbakbb,  Mr.— continued. 
Address  in  Reply :  No  Confidence,  tn.  57,  58 

Ac,  202,  208  &o.,  304 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  379,  409,  413  Ac. ;  Obs. 

418,  419 
Assets-Board,  g.  651 
Bell,  The  Late  Sir  F.  D.,  Obs.  5 
Commerce  Promotion  Committee,  m.  639 
Divorce  Act,  Obs.  6 
Edwards,  Mr.  Justice,  Obs.  101 
Financial  Statement,  Obs.  666 
Goldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  m.  536,  537 
Governor's  Speech,  Obs.  6 
Grey,  The  Late  Sir  George,  Obs.  4 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  668,  664 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  Ij,  2r.  163 
Lamach,  The  Late  Hon.  W.  J.  M.,  C.M.G., 

Obs.  5 
Libel  Bill,  2b.  569,  578,  579 
Marine  Department  Papers,  Obs.  357 ;    m. 

861,362 
New  Zealand  Hemp,  Obs.  588 
Police  Commission,  m.  210 
Reporting  Debates  and  Printing  Conunittee, 

m,  546 
Vaile's  Railway  System,  Obs.  583 
City  of  Wellington  Electoral  District :  Issue 

of  Writ,  Obs.  306 

Stevens,  Hon.  E.  C.  J.,  Canterbury ^ 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  51 

Stevens,  Mr.  J.,  Manawatu, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  23,  418 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  617 

Stewabd,  Mr.  W.  J.,  Waitaki, 
Absolute  Majority  Bill,  2b.  518 
Address  in  Reply :  No  Confidence,  m.  128 
Amended  Minmg  Regulations,  g.  419 
Companies  Bill,  2b.  526 
Duntroon  Loading-yards,  g.  481 
Kurow  Post-  and  Telegraph-office,  g.  424 
Morven  Dairy  Factory,  g.  650 
Morven  Post-  and  Telegraph-office,  g.  650 
Otiake  Settlement  Athenaeum,  g.  481 
Pukeraro  Sections,  g.  423 
Rabbit  Inspectors,  g.  430 
St.  Andrew's  Library,  g.  430 
Waihao  Natives  and  Old-age  Pensions  Act, 

g.  423 
Waimate  Unemployed,  g .  672 

Stices,  Mr.  W.,  Egmont, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  347 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  682 
Egmont  National  Park  Bill,  g.  481 
Heavy  Traffic  Scale,  g.  438 
Moa  Road  Board  Petition,  g.  429 
Police  Commission,  m.  217 


T. 


Taiaboa,  Hon.  H.  K.,  Otago, 
Native  Lands  Act,  g.  471 
Taiaroa,  Hon.  H.  E.'s  Claim,. g.  305 
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TuniBB,  Mr.  W.  W.,  Avon, 
Cost  of  Gommissiona,  q,  426 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  665 
Vaile'g  Railway  System,  Obs.  583 

Tatlob,  Mr.  T.  £.,  CUy  of  Christchurch, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  339 
Alcoholic  Liqnors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  676, 
.     703 
Amerioan  Looomotives,  q.  427 
Gertifieated  Engine-drivers,  q,  436 
Elworfehy  and  Levels  Estates,  q.  428 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  656,  664 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  2b.  164 
Land  for  Settlements  Bdl,  2b.  452,  462 
Marine  Department  Papers,  m.  357 
Parliamentary  Library,  q.  482 
Polioe  Commission,  m,  206,  207,  209,  227 
Poet-Offioe  Savings-Bank  Rate  of  Interest, 

S.480 
Public  Acooonts  Committee,  m.  588,  592 
Qaestions,  and  Orders  of  the  Day,  m.  688 
Rakaia  Railway  Commission,  m.  419 
Removal  of  Women's  Disabilities  Bill,  2b. 

675 
Royal  Commission  on  Marine  Certificates, 

g.  21 
Wellington-Lyttelton  Steam  Service,  q.  429 

Thoicpson,  Mr.  R.,  Marsden, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  180 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m,  658 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  467 
Shipping  and  Beunen's  Act,  q,  431 

Tbomsoit,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Clutha, 
Alcoholic  Liqaors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  701 
81y-grog  Selling  in  Clutha,  q.  667 


TwoMBY,  Hon.  J.  M.,  Canterbury, 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  16 
Adjournment,  m.  205,  258 
Immigration  Restriction  Bill,  2b.  530 


w. 

Walkeb,  Hon.  W.  C,  Canterbury  (Minister  of 
Education  and  Minister  of  Immigration), 
Address  in  Reply,  m.  10 
Adjournment,  m.  156,  204,  256,  258 
Companies  Liquidation  Bill,  q,  305 
Days  of  Sitting,  m,  354 
Immigration  Restriction  Bill,  2b.  528,  531 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  156 
Inebriate  Retreats,  q,  305 
No- Confidence  Debate,  Obs.  42 
Oamaru  Railway-station,  q.  305 
Primary  Education  Endowments,  tn.  472 
Reynolds,  Hon.  W.  H.,  Death  of,  m.  3 
Separate  Institutions  Bill,  2b.  354 
Shorthand  Reporters  Bill,  2b.  532 
Stewart,  Hon.  W.  D.,  Death  of,  m.  3 
Yogel,  Sir  Julius,  Death  of,  m,  19 
Workers'  Compensation  for  Accidents  Bill, 
iB.  305 ;  2b.  356,  472,  479 

Wason,  Mr.  J.  C,  Seltoyn, 
Address  in  Reply  :  No  Confidence,  m.  285 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  449 

Wilson,  Mr.  C,  Suburbs  of  Wellington, 
Address  in  Reply  :  No  Confidence,  m.  209 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill,  2b.  699 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  613 
Wellington  Electric  Lighting  BUI,  2b.  856 

Wbiqht,  Mr.  E.  G.,  Ashbu/rton, 
Lake  EUesmere  Flounder- fishery,  q.  667 


INDEX  TO  SUBJECTS. 


Absence,    LeaTe    of,    2.c.,     Obs.    (Hon.   the 

Speaker),  3 
Absolute  Majority  BUI,  h,,  1b.  20 ;  2b.  503 
Aocoants,   Public    Trust    Office,  ^.,  m.  (Mr. 

Seddon),  4 
Adand,  Resignation  o^  the  Hon.  Mr.,  I.e.,  Obs. 

(Hon.  the  Speaker),  8 
Address  in  Reply,  t.c.  (Hon.  Mr.  Fraser),  7,  48  ; 

Obs.  (Hon.  the  Speaker),  lOl:  h.,  m.  (Mr. 

Stevens).  23,  53,  103,  176,  227,  259,  307,  376  ; 

Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  419 
Adjournment,  I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  Walker), 

156,  204,  256,  653 :    h.,  m.  (Captain  Russell), 

496 
Administration  for  the  Lands  of  Natives  Bill, 

K  IB.  20 
AgricuHoral,  Pastoral,  and  Stock  Committee, 

A.,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  546 


Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill  (Mr.  Taylor), 

h.,  IB.  20  (Colonial  Option  Bill) ;  2b.  676 
Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  BUI  (Mr.  Gil- 

fedder),  h.,  1b.  806 
Amended  Mining  Regulations,    h.,  q,  (Major 

Steward),  419 
American    Locomotives,   h.,  q.    (Mr.   Taylor), 

427 
Animals  Protection  Bill,  h.,  1b.  582 
Arbor  Day,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Quinness),  686 
Assets  Board,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Meredith),  650 
Auckland  College  and  Grammar  School  Con- 
solidation Bill,  h.,  iB.  156 
Auckland  Loan  Empowering  Bill,  h.,  1b.  653 
Auckland,  North,  Railway,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Monk), 

671,  673 
Auckland-Taranaki  Road,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lang), 

431 
Auctioneers  Bill,  h.,  In.  20 
Awatere  Bridge,  K  q-  (Mr.  MUls),  420 
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B. 

Bell,  The  Late  Sir  F.  D.,  h,  Ob?.  (Mr. 
Speaker),  5 

Berwick,  PoUiDg-booth  at,  A.,  q.  (Bf  r.  J.  Allen), 
485 

Besl-kept  Farm  or  HomeBtead,  h.  q.  (Mr.  Flat- 
man),  485 

Black-pine  Sleepers,  2.c.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Jenkin- 
son),  471 

Boards  of  Education  Elections,  h.^  q.  (Mr. 
Lewis)  429 

Bonus,  Felt  Industry,  h.,  m.  (Mr.  G.  Hutchi- 
son), 538 

Branding  of  Wool,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Flatman),  480 

Bushfellers'  Protection,  /i.,  q.  (Mr.  Hunter), 
487 

Bush-firing,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  O'Meara),  488 


c. 

Canterbury  College  and  Canterbury  Agricul- 
tural College  Indemnity  Bill,  2.c.,  Ib.  204 

Canvassing  Electors,  %.,  q.  (Captain  Russell), 
491 

Certificated  Engine-drivers,  /i.,  q.  (Mr.  Taylor), 
486 

Certificates,  Mine-managers',  h.f  q,  (Mr.  Mc- 
Qowan),  495 

Chinese  Gambling  Cases  in  Christchurch,  h,f  q. 
(Mr.  Smith),  426 

Chtistchuroh  City  Borrowing  Bill,  A.,  1r.  20 

Christchurch  Domains  Trust  Indemnity  Bill, 
h„  IB.  156 

Cigarettes,  Hand-made,  A.,  q.  (Mr.  Lewis),  490 

City  of  Wellington  Electoral  District :  Issue  of 
Writ,  h,,  Obs.  (Mr.  Seddon),  806 ;  m.  (Mr. 
Seddon),  872 

Classification  by  Head-teachers,  ^.,  g.  (Mr.  Gil- 
fedder),  494 

Clutha,  Sly-grog  Selling  in,  /».,  q,  (Mr.  J.  W. 
Thomson),  667 

Clyde  Frait-growing  Station,  h,,  q,  (Mr.  Raw- 
lins), 485 

CoaUmines  Bill,  H.,  1b.  419 

Colleges,  University,  h.,  m.  (Mr.  McLean),  481 

Colonial  Option  Bill,  ^.,  1b.  20  (see  Alcoholic 
Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill— Mr.  Taylor) 

Commerce  Promotion  Committee,  h.,  m,  (Mr. 
Seddon),  686 

Commission,  Royal,  on  Marine  Certificates,  h,, 
q.  (Captain  Russell,  20 ;  q.  (Mr.  Camcross), 
686 

Commission,  Samoan,  %.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Seddon), 
652 

Committees,  School,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Mills),  678 

Committees,  Sessional,  Z.c,  6  :  /».,  481,588,582, 
634 

Companies  Bill,  I.e.,  1b.  658 :  ^.,  iB.  20 ;  2b. 
524 

Companies  Liquidation  Bill,  2.C.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr. 
A.  L.  Smith),  805 

Compensation  for  Accidents,  h.,  m.  (Mr.  Mc- 
Lean), 685 

Conciliation  Boards,  h,,  m.  (Mr.  Dathie),  684 

Condemned  Stock,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  Smith),  428 

Consols,  New  Zealand,  h»,  m,  (Mr.  Mont- 
gomery), 588 


Contagious  Diseases  Bill,  h.,  1b.  419 
Contempt  of  Court  Bill,  h.,  1b.  20;  2b.  502 
Contingencies,  '*  Native  Purposes,"  h.,  m.  (Mr. 

G.  Hutchison),  685 
Co«t  of  Commissions,  h.,  g.  (Mr.  Tanner),  426 
Counties  Vehicle- licensing  ^ill,  h,,  IB.  20 
Country  Libraries*  Subsidy,  h,,  q,  (Mr.  Hunter), 

482 
Crown  Land  and  Acquired  Land,  %.,  q.  (Mr. 

Gilfedder),  419 
Crown  Tenants,  ^.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Meara),  425 
Catcen  Trust  Bill,  2.c.,  1b.  854 ;  2b.  470 


D. 

Days    of    Sitting,    2.c.,  m.   (Hon.  Mr.  W.   C. 
Walker),  854 

Deceased  Husband's  Brother  Marriage   Bill, 
h.,  iB.  806 

Deck-loading  of  Vessels,  h.,  q.  (Mr.  0'Regan)» 
492 

Dipton  Bridge,  h.,  q,  (Mr.  Gilfedder),  488 

District  Court  Bill,  h.,  1b.  806 

Divisions,  Legislative  Council- 
Adjournment,  m,  206,  258 
Immigration  Restriction  Bill,  2b.  582 

Divisions,  House  of  Representatives — 
Address  in  Reply :  No  Confidence,  m,  804 
Alcoholic   Liquors    Sale  Control  Bill  (Mr. 

Taylor),  m.  702 
Heke,  Mr.  Hone,  m.  666 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  2b.  683;   Com. 

652,658 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  m.  650 
Removal  of  Women's  Disabilities  Bill,  2b. 

675 
Vaile's  Railway  System,  m.  588 

Divorce  Act,  h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  6 

Divorce  Bill,  h,,  1b.  20 

Dunedin-Mosgiel  Double    Line,    h.,    q.    (Mr. 
Camcross),  485 

Dunedin-Sawyers'  Bay  Railway,  h.,  q.   (Mr. 
E.  G.  Allen),  492 

Dunedin  Town  Belt  Roads  Closing  Bill,  h.,  1b. 
156 

Dontroon  Loading-yards,  ^.,  q,  (Major  Stew- 
ard), 481 


Eamscleugh  Runs,  Rabbiting  on,  h,,  m.  (Mr. 

Rawlins),  684 
Edwards,  Mr.  Justice,  h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker), 

101 ;  m.  (Mr.  Duthie),  588 
Egmont  National  Park  Bill,  fc.,  q,  (Mr.  Symea), 

481 
Egmont  South  Forest  Reserve,    %.,  q.    (Mr. 

McGuire),  468 
Elective  Executive  Bill,  h.,  1b.  20 
Elworthy  and    Levels    Estates,    h.,  q.  (Mr. 

Taylor),  428 
Employment  of  Boys  and  Girls  without  Pay- 
ment of  Wages  Prevention  Bill,  h.,  1b.  156 
Expenditure,    Parliament    Buildings,    h.^    m. 

(Mr.  Buchanan),  685 
Experimental  Farm  at  Auckland,  ^.,  q,  (Mr. 
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NEW    ZEALAND. 


PAELIAMENTAKY    DEBATES. 


J^ourt^  S^t^Bxon  oi  t^t  Cfe^irteentb  ^parliament. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday^  Q3rd  June,  1899. 


Opening  of  Parliament  —  Qovernor'a  Speech  —  Re- 
signation of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Adand  —  Leave  of 
Absence— New  Members— Death  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Reynolds  and  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  W.  Downie 
Stewart.  

OPENING  OF  PARLIAMENT. 
pARTJATiffBWT  was  prorogued  by  Proclamation 
on  the  7th  November,  1898,  until  the  12th 
Januarv,  1899 ;  thence  to  the  9th  March ; 
thence  to  the  lltli  May ;  thence  to  the  let 
June ;  thence  to  the  23cd  June,  on  which  day 
it  met  for  the  despatch  of  business. 

The  CooncU  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock 
p.m. 

Shortly  afterwards  His  Excellency  the  Qo- 
vemor  entered  the  chamber  and  took  the 
ohair. 

A  message  was  forwarded  to  the  House  of 
Representativee  desiring  the  attendance  of 
members  in  the  Coonoii Chamber. 

The  members  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tiTes,  with  their  Spbakbb,  accordingly  at- 
tended. 

GOVERNOR'S  SPEECH. 
His  EXCELLENCY  was  pleased  to  deliver 
the  following  Speech : — ^ 

HOHOUBABLE     GBHTIiEMSN    OF    THB    LBv^ISLA- 

nvB  Council,  Aim  Gbntlbmbn  of  thb 

HoUbX  OF  RBPBESENTATiyBS, — 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  meet  you,  and 
to  bo  again  able  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
marked  progress  and  continued  prosperity  of 
the  colony. 

VOL.  cvi.— 1. 


Since  the  last  meeting  of  Parliament  I  have 
been  able  to  visit  many  districts  in  both 
Islands,  and,  amongst  others^  the  goldfields  on 
the  west  coast  of  the  Middle  Island,  and  also 
those  on  the  Hauraki  Gulf,  in  the  North 
Island. 

The  expressions  of  loyalty  to  the  Throne,  de- 
votion to  Her  Moat  Gracious  Majesty,  and 
cordial  welcome  to  myself  as  Her  Majesty's 
representative  will  ever  cause  me  to  remember 
my  visits  to  the  goldfields  of  New  Zealand  and 
their  warm-hearted  people.  I  was  much  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  and  value  of  the 
extensive  mineral  deposits  which  I  have  seen 
in  my  tours  through  the  mining  districts. 

I  was  pleased  to  receive  a  visit  from  Mahuta, 
the  principal  chief,  and  other  influential  chiefs, 
of  the  Waikato  tribes  {  and  their  assurances  of 
loyalty  to  the  Throne,  of  love  to  the  Queen,  and 
of  good  wishes  for  myselfpersonallyafiord  every 
hope  that  the  interview  will  be  productive  of 
much  good.  Later  on  it  is  my  intention  to 
visit  the  Waikato,  and  what  is  known  as  the 
"Rohe-potae." 

I  have  also  visited  several  Maori  settlements. 
The  most  important  meeting  took  place  at  Wai- 
tangi,  where  the  famous  treaty  was  signed  in 
the  year  1840.  My  meeting  with  the  chiefs 
and  Native  people  generally  was  of  a  very 
satisfactory  character,  and  sincere  assurances 
of  their  loyalty  to  the  Constitution  and  to  oar 
Sovereign  Lady  the^Queen'.were  given. 

The  majesty  of  the  law  having  been  vindi- 
cated, was  pleased  to  remit  the  unexpired 
portion  of  the  sentences  passed  on  the  mis- 
guided Natives  who  took  part  in  the  disturb- 
ances last  year  at  Rawone  and  Waima,  and  re- 
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stored  them  to  their  freedom,  on  the  assarance 
of  the  chiefs  that  they  would  not  offend  again. 
Notwithstanding  that  the  relatione  of  the 
Bmpire  with  other  Powers  continue  to  be  of  a 
friendly  character,  my  Ministers  have  deemed 
it  expedient  to  push  on  the  completion  and 
equipment  of  our  harbour- defences,  and  to  in- 
crease and  fully  arm  our  Volunteers.  I  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  a  scheme  of 
defence  for  the  colony  has  been  submitted  to 
the  Imperial  Colonial  Defence  Committee,  and 
that  our  harbour-defences  are  in  a  much  im- 
proved position. 

During  the  year,  at  the  request  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  Cook 
Islands,  and  found  an  improved  state  of  affairs. 
I  have  pointed  out  to  the  British  Resident, 
Colonel  Gudgeon,  certain  alterations  which 
were  necessary,  more  especially  with  the  sys- 
tematic checking  and  keeping  of  the  accounts. 
I  consider  that  it  would  be  of  advantage  if  a 
fully  qualified  auditor  were  sent  down  from 
Kew  Zealand  to  insure  satisfactory  results 
from  the  present  methods,  or,  if  necessary,  to 
initiate  a  better  system. 

You  have  learnt  with  regret  of  the  troubles  at 
Samoa,  and  the  loss  of  life  that  has  taken  place 
there.  At  the  commencement  of  the  outbreak, 
in  order  to  assist  the  Imperial  authorities,  my 
Advisers  promptly  offered  to  send  troops,  and 
to  place  the  Government  steamer  "  Tutanekat  " 
at  their  disposal.  The  Secretary  of  State, 
while  thanking  the  colony  for  the  offer  of 
Volunteers,  did  not  see  his  way  to  accept  it, 
but  accepted  with  pleasure  the  offer  of  the  use 
of  the  Government  steamer.  She  has  done 
good  service,  for  which  the  Admiral  and  the 
British  Consul  at  Samoa  have  thanked  the 
colony.  That  Volunteers  of  both  races  were 
ready  for  service  in  Samoa  demonstrated  that, 
should  the  necessity  arise,  Her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects in  New  Zealand  are  ever  anxious  and 
ready  to  do  their  duty  to  the  Empire. 

The  Auckland  Industrial  Exhibition  more 
than  fully  realised  the  expectations  of  its 
originators.  The  display  of  mineral  and 
natural  products  and  manufactured  articles 
was  worthy  of  the  district  and  the  colony  ;  and 
commerce,  agriculture,  and  manufactures  will 
be  beneiiclally  encouraged  thereby. 

Certain  allegations  have  been  made  as  to  the 
conditions  under  which  marine  officers'  certifi- 
cates have  been  obtained,  and  the  manner  in 
which  examinations  therefor  have  been  con- 


ducted. It  has  been  deemed  advisable  that  a 
full  and  complete  investigation  should  take 
place,  and  for  that  purpose  a  Royal  Commission 
has  been  appointed. 

The  Victoria  College  has  been  opened,  and 
the  professors  have  been  appointed,  and  are 
at  work.  Thus  Wellington  and  the  adjacent 
districts  are  enabled  to  enjoy  the  advantages 
of  university  education. 

The  erection  of  the  new  Library  and  a  por- 
tion of  Parliament  Buildings  has  just  been 
completed.  That  your  valuable  library  ffill 
be  placed  In  a  worthy  and  fireproof  build- 
ing, and  that  as  a  Parliament  you  will  be 
surrounded  with  greater  and  more  suitable 
conveniences,  are  matters  for  congratulation. 

Considerable  areas  of  land  have  been  pur- 
chased during  the  year  under  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Act.  The  number  of  applicants 
far  exceeds  the  number  of  farms  available. 
Proposals  will  be  submitted  for  extending  thp 
compulsory  taking  of  land  to  boroughs  and 
suburban  lands,  in  order  to  enable  provision 
to  be  made  for  workmen's  homes  and  villages. 
An  amendment  of  the  law  is  necessary,  to 
provide  that  in  all  cases  brought  before  ,a 
Compensation  Court  compensation  shall  be 
assessed  on  the  marketable  value  only. 

I  regret  to  state  that  a  serious  railway  acci- 
dent, attended  with  loss  of  life,  occurred  at 
Rakaia.  A  Commission,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Pendleton,  Commissioner  of  Railways,  South 
Australia,  and  Dr.  Giles,  has  been  appointed 
to  inquire  fully  into  and  report  as  to  the  cause 
of  the  accident.  The  Commissioners  commence 
their  duties  at  an  early  date. 

Mb.  Speaker  and  Gbntlbuen  of  the  Housb 

OP   RBPBBSBirrATIVBS, — 

The  estimates  for  the  various  services  for  the 
current  year  have  been  framed  with  due  regard 
to  economy,  efficiency,  and  the  growing  require- 
D^ents  of  the  colony. 

There  has  been  an  increased  revenue,  as  com- 
pared with  last  year,  from  railways.  Excise, 
and  Customs. 

Doubts  exist  respecting  the  equality  of  sacri- 
fice as  between  direct  and  indirect  taxation. 
Inquiries  will  be  made,  and,  if  it  is  found  that 
inequalities  exist,  and  that  adjustment  is  neces- 
sary, my  Advisers  are  of  opinion  that  suQh  ad- 
justment should  be  in  the  direction  of  reducing 
the  duties  on  the  necessaries  of  life. 

In  respect  to  expenditure  on  railways,  the 
most  pressing  work  is  the  connection  of  Auok- 
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New  Members. 


land  and  Wellington  by  rail.  The  rolling- stook 
and  number  of  engines  on  the  lines  generally 
have  been  laigely  increased  daring  the  year, 
and^traffio  requirements  have  been  fairly  met. 

The  demand  for  land  continues,  and  one  of 
the  urgent  requirements  for  settlement  is  the 
oompletion  of  roads  in  the  back  blocks.  You 
will  be  asked  to  approve  expenditure  to  meet 
these  pressing  necessities. 

HOSOUBABIiB     GSMTLSMEN    OF    THE    LbOIBLA- 
TIYB    CQDSCHi,    and     QXNTLBlCBir     09     TRE 

9ou8B  ov  Bjefsesentativbs, — 

A  Bill  for  insuring  fair  wages  and  reasonable 
working-hours  in  connection  with  contracts  for 
public  works  entered  Into  by  the  Government 
or  by  local  bodies  will  be  submitted  for  your 
cQsiflideration. 

You  have  already  partially  considered  mea- 
sures dealing  with  compensation  to  workmen 
and  accident  insurance:  they  will  be  placed 
befoie  you  again. 

The  operation  of  the  Industrial  Oonoiliation 
and  Arbitration  Act  has  considerably  expanded, 
and  in  consequence  delays  have  been  found  to 
result.  Remedial  proposals  will  be  submitted 
to  Parliament. 

Settlement  is  retarded  on  the  east  coast  of 
the  North  Island  owing  to  complications  that 
have  arisen  with  regard  to  trust  and  other 
Native  lands.  Proposals  dealing  with  these 
matters  and  Native  iands  generally,  and  giving 
local  control  to  Natives  by  their  hapns,  will  be 
plaoed  before  you.1 

A  Bill  will  be  introduced  amending  the  Ad- 
vances to  Settlers  Act  in  the  direction  of  re- 
duoing  the  rate  of  interest  and  extending  the 
operation  of  the  Act  to  urban  and  suburban 
IfAds. 

A  measure  will  be  submitted  removing  exist- 
ing defects  in  the  electoral  laws,  and,  with 
other  amendments,  making  provision  to  insure 
soiieot  returns  in  respect  of  questions  sub- 
mitted to  the  hallos,  and  removing  disabilities 
on  persons  temporarily  absent  from  the  colony. 

Bills  will  be  introduced  providing  for  a  bare 
majority  of  voters  at  polls  relating  to  looal 
loans  and  rating  on  unimproved  values,  and 
pioviding  also  for  a  direct  vote  of  the  people  on 
qusstions  of  oolonial  importance. 

Bills  will  be  again  introduced  dealing  with 
looal  government,  agricultare,  technical  eduoa- 
(jkoi,  mining,  and  trade ;  also,  amendments  and 
of  the  law  as  regards  several  ques- 


tions affecting  the  social  and  Industrial  progress 
of  the  colony  will  be  submitted  to  you. 

I  pray  that  your  deliberations  may  be  for 
the  good  of  the  colony  and  the  advancement  of 
its  people,  and  that  the  Almighty  may  guide, 
direct,  and  assist  your  efforts. 

£(is  Excellency,  having  handed  to  the  Hon. 
the  Speaker  a  oopy  of  his  speech,  withdrew. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair. 

Praters. 

RESIGNATION  OP  THE  HON.  MR. 

ACLAND. 
The   Hon.  the  SPEAKER  announced  that 
the  seat  of  the  Hon.  7.  B.  A.  Acland  (Canter- 
buty)  had  become  vacant  by  reason  of  resig- 
nation. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  notified  that  leave 
of  absence  had  been  granted  to  the  Hon.  Sir  G. 
8.  Whitmore  during  the  present  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  to  the  Hon.  R.  Oliver 
during  any  session  or  sessions  of  the  General 
Assembly  which  might  be  held  in  the  year 
1899. 

NEW  MEMBERS. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  announced  that 
the  following  appointments  had  been  made  to 
the  Legislative  Council:  Hon.  Francis  Hum- 
phris  Fraser  (Wellington),  Hon.  Hugh  Gourley 
(Dunedin),  and  the  Hon.  Albert  Pitt  (Nelson). 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Fraber  took  the  oath  and  hia 
seat. 

DEATH  OF  THE  HON.  MR.  W.  H.  REY- 
NOLDS AND  OF  THE  HON.  MR.  W. 
DOWNIE  STEWART. 

A  messsge  was  received  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  notifying  that  the  seats  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  W.  H.  Reynolds  (Otago)  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  W.  Downie  Stewart  (Otago)  had  be- 
come vacant  through  death. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  O.  WALKER.— Sir,  I  have 
a  melancholy  duty  to  perform.  Since  we  last 
met  we  have  lost  two  of  our  number — gentle- 
men who  served  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
for  many  years,  and  gave  good  and  faithful 
services  to  the  colony.  We  knew  both  of  them 
well  here,  and-  esteemed  them.  The  public  life 
of  the  late  Mr.  Reynolds  extended  over  many 
years,  and  during  some  of  the  most  Important 
years  in  the  history  of  this  colony,  and  he  went 
to  his  rest  respected  by  all,  and  I  am  ^uite 
sure  that  the  Council  will  join  most  cordially 
in  this  testimony  to  his  useful  life.  As  regards 
the  other  honourable  gentleman  who  has  de- 
parted—  the  Hon.  Mr.  Downie  Stewart  —  he 
was  not  for  so  long  a  time  a  member  of  this 
Council,  but  the  attention  he  gave  to  all  busi- 
ness in  this  Chamber,  his  professional  and 
natural  abilities,  which  he  always  put  at  the 
disposal  not  only  of  the  Council  but  of  eve^ 
individual  member  of  it,  will  cause  his  loss  to 
be    long    remembered.     In    respeot    to  Iheli 
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memories  I  beg  to  move,  'Ihat  this  Council  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  Hen.  Captain  BAILLIE.— Sir,  I  fally 
indorse  what  has  fallen  from  the  honourable 
leader  of  the  Council.  I  sat  with  the  late  Hon. 
Mr.  Reynolds  in  the  year  1861,  and  I  have  known 
him  more  or  less  from  that  period  to  the  pre- 
sent. I  believe  he  sat  in  Parliament  in  the 
year  1856,  so  that  he  was  really  about  the  oldest 
member  of  Parliament  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  had  for  many  years  taken  a  prominent  part 
in  the  settlement  of  the  colony,  especially  of 
Otago.  He  introduced  a  great  number  of  im- 
migrants to  that  province.  He  was  a  most 
genial  and  kindly  man,  and  will  be  mourned  by 
everybody,  both  in  and  out  of  Parliament.  He 
filled  many  offices  of  trust,  and  was  a  Minister 
of  the  Crown  in  various  Governments  of  the 
colony,  and  he  was  one  who  was  always  a 
kindly  friend  to  everybody.  I  am  sure  this 
Council  will  join  with  me  in  conveying  to 
the  widow  and  family  of  the  late  honourable 
gentleman  the  loss  we  have  sustained.  The 
late  Hon.  Mr.  Downie  Stowart,  who  held  a 
seat  in  this  Council,  was  also  a  most  prominent 
man  in  Otago.  He  was  a  member  of  the  other 
House  for  many  years  before  he  occupied  a  seat 
in  this  Chamber.  He  also  was  a  most  kind- 
hearted  man,  considerate  to  every  one,  ready 
to  help  members  in  connection  with  legal 
business  or  in  regard  to  their  parliamentary 
duties ;  and  we  shall  long  regret  the  absence 
of  these  two  honourable  gentlemen.  I  trust 
honourable  members  will  join  in  the  expres- 
sions of  regret  to  their  families  in  the  loss  of 
two  such  able  men. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  -  two 
minutes  past  three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  23rd  June,  1899. 


Opening  of  Parliament— New  Member— Public  Tmst 
Of&ce  Acconnts— The  Late  Sir  George  Orey— The 
Late  Sir  F.  D.  Bell— The  Late  Mr.  W.  J.  M.  Lar- 
naoh— Divorce  Act— First  Beading— Governor's 
Speech. 

The  House  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock. 

PRAYSBS. 

OPENING  OP  PARLIAMENT. 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  desiring  the  attendance  of  mem- 
bers in  the  Legislative  Council  Chamber. 

Mr.  Sfbakbb,  accompanied  by  members,  and 
preceded  by  the  Serjeant-at-Arms,  proceeded 
to  the  Legislative  Council  Chamber,  and,  after 
A  short  absence,  returned. 

NEW  MEMBER. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Rawlins,  member  for  Tuapeka, 
was  introduced  by  Captain  Russell  and  Mr. 
Fraser,  and  took  the  oath  and  his  seat. 

Hon.  Mr.  W.  O.  Walker 


PUBLIC  TRUST  OFFICE  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  SEDDON  laid  on  the  table  the  aocounta 
of  the  Public  Trust  Office,  and  moved  that  they 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Pi  RANI  asked  if  it  was  correct  that  the 
Public  Trustee  had  only  six  months'  leave  of 
absence,  and  would  resume  his  position  when 
he  returned. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  if  the  honourable  gentle* 
man  would  give  notice  of  his  question  he  shoald 
be  able  to  give  him  an  answer. 

THE  LATE  SIR  GEORGE  GREY. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  to  present  to  the 
House  replies  to  the  addresses  of  condolence 
sent  by  this  House  to  the  relatives  of  the  late 
Sir  George  Grey.  The  first  is  from  the  Agent- 
General  : — 

"  Westminster  Chambers, 

18,  Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W., 
29th  September,  1898. 
''  SiB, — I  have  been  requested  by  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Earl  of  Stamford,  writing  on  behalf 
of  the  relatives  of  the  late  Sir  George  Grey,  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegram  re- 
ceived by  him  on  Saturday  last,  and  to  convey 
to  you  their  deep  appreciation  «of  the  terms  in 
which  the  House  of  Representatives  have  re- 
cognised the  services  rendered  to  the  Colony  of 
New  Zealand  by  their  late  distinguished  kins- 
man. 

'*  I  attach  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  have 
received  from  the  Earl  of  Stamford. — I  have, 
&c., 

'*  W.  P.  Reeves,  Agent- General. 
'*  The  Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Wellington,  New  Zealand.'* 

"  15,  St.  James's  Palace,  S.W., 

27th  September,  1898. 

"  Sib, — On  Saturday  morning  last  I  received 
from  Wellington  the  following  telegram : — 

'*  *  To  the  Earl  of  Stamford,  House  of  Lords, 
London. — The  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  New  Zealand  record  their 
high  appreciation  of  the  distinguished  and 
beneficent  services  rendered  to  this  colony  Sknd 
the  Empire  by  the  late  Right  Honourable  Six 
George  Grey,  K.O.B.,  P.C.,  and  respeotfolly 
tender  to  his  relatives  the  assurance  of  their 
sympathy  with  them  in  their  bereavement.^ 
H.  J.  MiLLEB,  Speaker,  Legislative  Coanoil ; 
G.  Maubicb  O'Robke,  Speaker,  House  of  Re- 
presentatives.' 

"  I  have  now  had  the  opportunity  of  meeting 
the  relatives  and  of  communicating  to  them 
the  above  message. 

**  May  I  be  permitted  to  convey  through  yoa 
to  the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand  our  deep  ap- 
preciation of  the  terms  in  which  our  honooxed 
kinsman  is  commemorated  by  the  legislativo 
bodies  to  which  his  public  merits  are  so  well 
known ;  and,  while  expressing  our  warmeat 
thanks,  to  convey  also  the  conviction  that 
both  among  those  who  knew  him  in  his  publio 
life  and  among  those  who  were  personally  and 
inUmately  associated  with  him  the  influeno« 
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of  that  noble  example  will  never  pass  away.— 
I  am,  &o.,  **  Stamford. 

"  The  Agent- General  for  New  Zealand." 

Another  letter  from  the  Agent-General  is  as 
iollowB :  — 

"  Wealminster  Chambers, 

13,  Victoria  Street,  Tjondon,  S.W., 
27th  September,  1898. 
"  Sib, — I  have  the  honour,  by  the  request  of 
Hr.  Ormas  Biddalph,  to  convey  to  you  and  the 
members  of  your  honourable  House  the  heart- 
felt thanks  of  the  relatives  of  the  late  Sir 
George  Grey  for  the  honour  done  to  him  by 
tiie  resolution  passed  on  t)ie  occasion  of  his 
decease,  as  also  by  the  special  adjournment  of 
the  House  on  the  receipt  of  the  announcement 
of  his  death. — I  have,  &c., 

'*  W.  P.  Reeves,  Agent-General. 
**  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Wellington,  New  Zealand." 

The  followfng  is  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of 
Stamford,  dated  the  23rd  November : — 

**  15,  St.  James's  Palace,  S.  W., 

23rd  November,  1898. 

"  Sir, — I  had  the  honour  of  acknowledging, 
throDgh  the  Agent  General,  the  receipt  of  the 
xesolation  passed  by  the  Parliament  of  New 
JSaaland  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  Sir 
George  Grey. 

"  I  now  beg  to  thank  you,  in  the  name  of  the 
family,  for  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives. 

"  It  is  a  source  of  great  consolation  to  us  to 
receive  sucli  testimony  to  the  high  esteem  in 
which  oar  distinguished  relative  was  held. 

*'  I  shall  always  cherish  the  memory  of  my 
intimate  association  with  Sir  George  Grey  at 
Eawau,  where  I  learned  that  his  private  and 
inner  life  was  as  much  worthy  of  admiration 
and  affection  as  the  public  aspects  of  his  cha- 
racter. 

"The  national  honour  which  was  done  to 
him  at  his  funeral  was  a  fitting  recognition  of 
the  great  services  which  he  had  rendered  to  the 
British  Bmpire. 

*'  He  has  held  up  a  noble  example  to  those 
who  come  after  him,  and  we  who  remain  are, 
I  trust,  the  better  for  having  known  him. — I 
have,  io,f 

"  Stamford. 
**  The  Hon.  Sir  G.  Maurice  0*Rorke, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Wellington." 

The  following  letter  is  from  Mrs.  Augusta 
Campbell,  of  Lancaster  Gate,  Hjde  Park, 
London,  niece  of  the  late  Sir  George  Grey : — 

<*  SO,  Lancaster  Gate,  Hyde  Park, 
7th  December,  1898. 

**  Dear  8ir,-~I  most  thank  you  very  much 
lor  your  letter  of  the  12th  October,  and  also  I 
most  beg  of  you  to  convey  to  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives my  thanks  for  the  message  of  oon- 
aolence  sent  to  me  through  you. 

**  I  can  assure  you  I  and  my  family  deeply 
feel  and  appreciate  the  message,  and  are  much 
touched  by  the  remarks  made  about  my  uncle, 
Sit  George  Grey.  He  loved  New  Zealand  and 
All  and  everybody  connected  with  it,  and  it  is 


very  gratifying  to  realise  that  he  was  so  much 
loved  and  respected  in  return.  His  death  is 
indeed  a  loss  to  many  both  at  Home  and  abroad, 
but  he  had  earned  his  rest,  and  those  who  loved 
him  will  not  grudge  it  to  him. 
*' Again  thanking  you,  believe  me  yours,  &o., 

"Augusta  Campbell. 
"  The  Hon.  Sir  Maurice  O'Rorke, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Wellington,  New  Zealand." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sbddon.— Ordered,  That 
the  letters  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the 
House. 

THE  LATE  SIR  P.  D.  BELL. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— 1  have  also  received  a 
letter  from  Western  Australia  from  Mr.  A.  W. 
Dillon  Bell.    It  is  as  follows : — 

"  Perth,  Western  Australia,  * 
20th  October,  1898. 
"  Sib, — I  have  the  honour,  with  much  respect 
and  gratitude,  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the 
resolution  passed  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives upon  the  death  of  my  father,  and  to  very 
sincerely  thank  you.  Sir,  for  the  kind  and 
gracious  letter  under  your  hand  which  trans- 
mits it ;  and,  through  you,  the  distinguished 
Assembly  over  which  you  preside,  the  expression 
of  whose  recognition  of  my  father's  services  to 
New  Zealand  in  such  honourable  terms  cannot 
fail  to  be  treasured  by  his  sons  until  they  also 
themselves  pass  away. — I  have,  &o., 

"  A.  W.  Dillon  Bell. 
'*The  Hon.  Sir  G.  Maurice  O'Rorke,  Kt., 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  New  Zealand." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seddon. — Ordered,  That 
the  letter  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the 
House. 

THE   LATE    HON.    W.   J.    M.    LARNACH, 

C.M.G. 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  received  from  the 
widow  of  the  late  Hon.  Mr.  Larnach  the  fol- 
lowing letter : — 

*'  The  Camp,  Dunedin, 

iBt  November,  1898. 
"  Dear  Sir  Maurice  O'Rorke, — I  have  just 
had  the  honour  to  receive  your  very  kind  letter 
of  the  25th  October,  conveying  the  resolution 
passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  testi- 
fying to  the  esteem  in  which  my  late  husband 
was  held  by  his  fellow-members,  and  condoling 
with  me  in  my  affliction.  I  beg  leave  to  ex- 
press to  the  House  my  deep  sense  of  the  honour 
done  to  his  memory  by  the  members  among 
whom  he  sat  for  so  many  years,  and  to  assure 
both  the  House  and  yourself  that  the  affec- 
tionate words  spoken  and  kind  resolution 
passed,  together  with  the  sympathy  tendered 
to  us,  will  in  a  large  measure  help  us  to  bear 
the  great  sorrow  which  has  fallen  upon  us. — I 
am,  &o., 

"COITSTANCE   DE   B.   LaRMACH. 

**  The  Hon.  Sir  Maurice  O'Rorke, 

Speaker  of  House  of  Representatives 
Wellington." 
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A  letter  from  the  boh  of  the  late  Hon.  Mr. 
Lamaoh  is  aa  follows : — 

"  The  Gamp,  Danedln, 

let  November,  1898. 
"  Dbab  SiB,~On  behalf  of  mj  sister  Oladys 
and  myself  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  very  kind  letters,  together 
with  the  copies  of  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
House  of  lUpresentatives.  We  desire  to  ex- 
press our  heartfelt  tlianks  to  the  House  for  the 
honour  done  to  the  memory  of  our  late  father, 
also  to  the  House  and  yourself,  Sir,  for  the  kind 
sympathy  tendered  to  us  in  our  affliction. — I 
am,  &o.t 

*'  DouGiiAS  J.  Larnach. 

<*  The  Hon.  Sir  Maurice  O'Rorke,  Kt." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seddon.— Ordered,  That 
itm  letters  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the 
House. 

DIVORCE  ACT. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  with  a  view  to  comply- 
ing wiiJi  the  59th  section  of  the  Constitution 
Act,  he  desired  to  lay  upon  the  table  of  the 
House  the  Proclamation  signifying  the  assent 
of  Her  Majesty  to  the  Divorce  Act  passed  last 
session.  The  Proclamation  was  under  the 
hand  of  the  Qovemor,  and  the  Constitution 
Act  required  that  such  Proclamation  should  be 
entered  on  the  Journals  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seddon.— Ordered,  That 
the  Proclamation  in  question  be  entered  on 
the  Journals  of  the  House. 

FIRST  READING. 
The  Expiring  Laiws  Contmuance  Bill  was 
read  a  Arst  time. 

GOVERNOR'S  SPEECH. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  that  when  the 
House,  in  obedience  to  summoDs,  attended 
upon  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  the 
Legislative  Gour;cil  Chamber,  His  Excellency 
was  pleased  to  make  a  speech  to  both  Houses 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  of  which  he  (Mr. 
Speaker)  had,  for  greater  accuracy,  obtained  a 
oopy,  which,  in  accordance  with  Standing 
Order  No.  32,  he  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
House. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to  four 
o'clock  p.m. 
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Bessioaal  Committees— The  Late  Sir  Oeoz]Be  Grey- 
Address  in  Reply— Death  of  the  Late  Sir  Julins 
Vogel.  

The  Hon.   the   Sfbaksr  took   the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock  p.m. 

Pbayers. 

SESSIONAL  COMMITTEES. 
Public  Pbtitions. — The    Hon.   Mr.   Bami- 
coat,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bolt,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jenkin- 
Bon,  the   Hon.  Mr.  Pinkerton,  the   Hon.  Mr. 


Bigg,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Swanson,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Twomey,  and  the  Hoa. 
Mr.  W.  0.  Walker. 

Reporting  ai7d  Printing  Debates. — The 
Hon.  the  Speaker,  the  Hon.  Captain  Baillie, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Feldwick,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jemiings, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Jones,  the  Hon.  Mr.  W.  Xeily, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Kerr,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Richardson, 
C.M.G.,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rigg,  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
W.  0.  Walker. 

Standing  Orders. — The  Hon.  the  Speaker^ 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Arkwright,  the  Hon.  Captain 
Baillie,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Feldwick,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Jennings,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Pinkerton,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Richardson,  C.M.G.,  the  Hon.  Mr.  A.  Lee 
Smith,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Twomey,  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  W.  C.  Walker. 

Native  Affairs. — The  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar,  the 
Hon.  Major  Harris,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jenningn,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  T.  Kelly,  the  Hon.  Mr.  W.  Kelly,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  McCollough,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  Smith,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
SwansoD,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Tomoana,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Williams,  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  W.  0.  Walker. 

GoiiDFiELDS    AND   MiNES The    Hon.    Mr, 

Bamicoat,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar,  the  Hon.  BIr. 
Jennings,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kerr,  the  Hon.  Sir. 
McCallongh,  the  Hon.  Captain  Morris,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Reeves,  the  Hon.  Mr.  A.  Lee  Smith, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Swanson,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C. 
Walker. 

Agricultural  and  Pastoral  Industries 
AND  Stock.  —  The  Hon.  Major  Harris,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Johnston,  the  Hon.  Captain  Kenny, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery,  the  Hon.  Captain 
Morris,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Richardson,  C.M.G.,  the  Hon.  Mr.  A.  Lee 
Smith,  the  Hon.  Mr.  L.  Walker,  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  W.  C.  Walker. 

Local  Bills. — The  Hon.  Mr.  Arkwright^  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bamicoat,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bolt,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Frsser,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Gourley,  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Grace,  G.M.G.,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jenkin- 
son,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Johnston,  the  Hon.  Mr.  W.  Kelly,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Kerr,  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean,  the  Hon.  Cap  lain 
Morris,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Otmond,  the  Honr  Mr. 
Pinkerton,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Scotland,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Shrimski,  the  Hon.  Mr.  A.  Lee  Smitli,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Swanson,  the  Hon.  Mr.  L.  Waliier, 
and  the  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  Walker. 

Waste  LiNDs.— -The  Hon.  Mr.  Gourley,  the 
Hon.  Major  Harris,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jones,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  T.  Kelly,  the  Hon.  Mr.  MaoGregor, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mont> 
gomery,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Stevens,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  Walker. 

Statutes  Revision. — The  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen,, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Feldwick,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jones, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  T.  Kelly,  the  Hon.  Mr.  MaoGregor,. 
the  Hon.  Mr.  McCuilough,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Ormond,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  W.  C.  Walker. 

Labour  Bills.— The  Hon.  Mr.  Bolt,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bo  wen,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fraser,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Jenkinson,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jennirgs,, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  MacGregor,  the  Hon.  Mr!^ 
McLean,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Montgomery,  the  H»jn. 
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Ur.  Pinkexion,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Biohardson, 
C.M.G.,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bigg,  ihe  Hon.  Mr. 
Stevens,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Swaneon,  and  the  Hon. 
Kr.  W.  C.  Walker. 

Sblbotioh. — The  Hon.  the  Speaker,  the  Hon.^ 
Qaptain  BalUie,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Feldwiok,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jones,  the 
Qon.  Mr.  T.  Kelly,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kerr,  ihe 
Hon  Mr.  Bigg,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0. 
Walker. 

LiBBABT. — The  Hon.  the  Speaker,  the  Hon. 
Ur.  Arkwright,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bo  wen,  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Grace,  C.M.Q.,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kerr,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Mon^omery,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond, 
tbe  Hon.  Mr.  Hiohardson,  G.M.G.,  the  Hon. 
Ar.  Rigg,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
MoCallougb,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  Walker. 

House. — The  Hon.  the  Speaker,  the  Hon. 
Hr.  Arkwright,  the  Hon.  Gaptain  Baillie,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bowen,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kerr,  the  Hon. 
Hr.  Montgomery,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  the  Hon.  Mr.  L.  Walker, 
•nd  the  Hon.  Mr.  W.  G.  Walker. 

THE  LATE  SIB  GEOBGE  GBEY. 

The  Hon.  the  8PEAKBB  laid  on  the  table 
the  following  letters : — 

**  Weactninster  Ghambers, 

13,  Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W., 
29th  September,  1898. 
"  SiB,— I  have  been  requested  by  the  Bight 
Hon.  the  Earl  of  Stamford,  writing  on  behalf 
of  the  relatives  of  the  late  Sir  George  Grey,  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegram  re- 
ceived by  him  on  Saturday  last,  and  to  convey 
to  you  their  deep  appreciat  on  of  the  termn  in 
which  the  Legislative  Gouncil  have  recognised 
the  services  rendered  to  the  Golony  of  New 
2^alai]d  by  their  late  distinguished  kinsman. 

"I  attach  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  have 
received  from  the  Earl  of  Stamford. — I  have, 
&c.,  "W.  P.  Bbbvks, 

Agent-General. 
"The  Hon.  tbe  Speaker 

of  the  Legislative  Council, 

Wellington,  New  Zealand." 

"  15,  St.  James's  Palace,  S.W., 

27th  September,  1898. 

*'  SiB, — On  Saturday  morning  last  I  received 
from  Wellington  the  following  telegram  :— 

'* '  To  the  Earl  of  Stamford,  House  of  Lords, 
London. — The  Legislative  Gouncil  and  House 
of  Bepresentativea  of  New  Zealand  record  their 
high  appreciation  of  the  distinguished  and 
beneficent  services  rendered  to  this  oolony  and 
the  Empire  by  the  late  Bight  Honourable  Sir 
George  Grey,  K.G.B.,  P.G.,  and  respectfully 
tender  to  his  relatives  the  assurance  of  their 
sympathy  with  them  in  their  bereavemeat. — 
H.  J.  MiLLSB,  Speaker,  Legislative  Council ;  G. 
Mauiuce  O'Bobkb,  Speaker,  House  of  Bepre- 
ientatives.' 

*'  I  have  now  had  the  opportunity  of  meeting 
the  relatives  and  of  communicating  to  them 
the  above  message. 

"  May  I  be  permitted  to  convey  through  you 
to  the  Farliament  of  New  Zealand  our  deep  ap- 
preciation of  the  terms  in  which  our  honoured 


kinsman  is  oommemorated  by  the  legislative 
bodies  to  which  his  publio  merits  are  so  well 
known ;  and,  while  expressing  our  warmest 
thanks,  to  convey  also  the  oonviotion  that 
both  among  those  who  knew  him  in  his  publio 
life  and  among  those  who  were  personally  and 
intimately  associated  with  him  the  influence 
of  that  noble  example  will  never  pass  away. — 
I  am,  &c.,  '*  Staicfobd. 

"  The  Agent-General  for  New  Zealand." 

"  Westminster  Ghambers, 

18,  Viotoria  Street,  London,  B.W., 
27th  September,  1896. 
**  Sib, — I  have  the  honour,  by  the  request  of 
Mr.  Ormus  Biddulph,  to  convey  to  you  and  the 
members  of  your  honpurable  House  the  heart- 
felt thanks  of  the  relatives  of  the  late  Sir 
Gtoorge  Gie^  for  the  honour  done  to  him  by 
the  resolution  nassed  on  the  oocasion  of  his 
decease,  as  also  by  the  special  adjournment  of 
the  House  on  the  receipt  of  the  announcement 
of  his  death. — I  have,  ie,, 

"  W.  P.  Bbbybs,  Agent-General. 
**  The  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
Wellington,  New  Zealand." 

**  15,  St.  James's  Palace,  S.W., 

28rd  November,  1898. 
**SiR, — I   have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  the  resolution  passed 
by  the  Lpgislative  Gouncil  of  New  Zealand  on 
the  occasion  of  the  death  of  Sir  George  Grey. 

**  On  behalf  of  the  family  X  beg  to  express 
our  deep  appreciation  of  the  tribute  therein 
paid  to  the  memory  of  our  distinguished  and 
beloved  relative,  and  our  cordial  thanks  for  the 
sympathetic  message  of  the  Legislative  Gouncil. 
— I  have,  &c.,  **  Sta.mfobd. 

"  The  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the 

Legislative  Gouncil,  New  Zealand." 

'*  80,  Lancaster  Gate,  Hyde  Park, 
7th  December,  1898. 
♦*  Dbar  Sib,— Will  you  kindly  convey  to  the 
Legislative  Council  my  best  thanks  for  the  kind 
message  of  condolence  sent  to  me  through  you  ? 
'*  I  am  deeply  grateful  to  them  and  to  you 
for  the   sympathy  so    kindly  expressed.    Sir 
George  Grey  loved  New  Zealand  and  everybody 
in   it,  and  it  is  most  gratifying  to  fina  how 
much  he  was  loved  in  return  in  that  country  of 
his  adoption.    His  death  was  indeed  a  loss  to 
many,  both  at  Home  aud  abroad,  but  his  life 
had  been  one  of  ceaseless  trial,  and  when  the 
call  came  I  think  he  was  glad  to  go. 
**  Again  thanking  you, — Believe  me,  Ac, 

'*  Augusta  Campbbll. 
*'  The  Hon.  the  Speaker, 

Legislative  Council,  New  Zealand." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKER  moved.  That 
Vie  correspondsncB  be  recorded  on  the  Journals, 
Motion  agreed  to. 

ADDBESS  IN  BEPLY. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  FBASEB.-~Sir,  I  feel  in 
rather  an  awkward  position  in  rising  to  move 
this  motion.  I  was  to  have  seconded  the 
motion  for  the  Address  in  Beply,  and  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Pitt  was  to  have  moved  it.  Therefore, 
it  seems  to  me  that  I  am  at  a  little  disadvan- 
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tage,  as  the  seconder  of  a  motion  like  this  is 
able  to  gather  different  thoughts  as  he  goes 
along.    I  am  very  pleased  to  notice  in  the  Ad- 
dress from  the  Throne  that  His  Excellency  the 
Qovemor  has  travelled  considerably  amongst  |. 
the  Natives.    The  Natives  of  this  Island,  and, 
in  fact,  the  whole  of  New  Zealand,  have  cer- 
tainly had  better  treatment  from  the  hands  of 
the  New  Zealand  Goveroment  than  the  natives 
of  other  countries.     Notwithstanding  all  the 
howling  there  may  have  been  in  years  gone  by 
at  Exeter  Hall  and  suchlike  places  on  behalf 
of  the  Natives,  I  am  sure  it  has  been  the  wish 
of  every  Government,  and  of  colonists  of  all 
sides,  to  do  the  best  they  could  for  the  Native 
race.   I  do  not  believe  in  a  "  sugar-and-blanket " 
polioy    altogether,  but  at    the  same  time  I 
feel  that  the  Natives  have  a  right  to  ask  for 
the  efforts  of  the  Government  to  be  protected 
from  themselves,   as   well  as  to  be  protected 
from  those  who  are   seeking  to   obtain   from 
them    their    birthright.      Notwithstanding  all 
that  has  been  done — and  much  has  been  done 
to  secure  or  to  keep  the  land  of  the  Natives  for 
their  own  benefit — I  do  not  feel  quite  sure  that 
as  much  has  been  done  as  might  be.     I  know 
that  in  the  City  of  Wellington  the  Natives  are 
oftentimes  overreached,  and  many  a  bargain  is 
made  with  them  which  very  often  is  nob  only  a 
bad  bargain  for  the  Natives,  but  involves  some- 
thing like  injustice.    The  Government  should 
secure  the  lands  of  the  Natives,  and  lease  or 
let  them  so  that  they  might  be  assured  at  all 
times  of  a  livelihood,  and  so  that  they  may 
never  come  to  be  in  the  position  of  applying  to 
the  Charitable  Aid  Boards  for  relief.    I  think 
that  is  the  duty  of   the  country    which    we 
happily    possess,  and    which    is    one    of    the 
brightest  gems  in  Her  Majesty's  diadem,  and 
I  hope  that  we  shall  see  that   justice    and 
mercy  will  be  shown  towards  the  Natives  in  all 
our  dealings  with  them.    I  am  not  going  to  say 
much  mpte  about  this  subject ;  possibly  other 
members  will  like  to  speak  upon  it.    I  notice 
another  matter  in  the  Speech — with  regard  to 
the  defences  of  the  colony,  and  also  with  regard 
to  the  necessity  for  some  greater  considera- 
tion being  shown  to  our  Volunteers.    I  think 
it  is  a  very  impottcmt  subject.    Both  on  the 
publio  platform    and  in  another  place  I  have 
always  spoken  to  the  effect  that  the  Volunteers 
have  not  had  sufficient  encouragement  from  the 
Government.     We  do  not  properly  value  the 
services  of  these  young  men  who  are  our  Volun- 
teers, and  we  know  it  has  been  well  said  that 
one  volunteer   is  worth   more  than    a    dozen 
pressed  men  in  a  pinch.    I  think  the  Govern- 
ment should  do  far  more  for    the  Volunteers 
than  they  have  done,  and  should  give  them 
every  encouragement,  so  that  young  men  may 
be  induced  to  enlist.    It  is  good  for  them  both 
physically  and  mentally,  and  it  will  be  good  for 
us  too  should  we  ever  require  their  services  in 
the  field.    On  all  these  considerations  I  think 
it  is  a  wise  thing  that  the  Government  should 
resolve  to  do  something  more  for  the  Volunteers 
than  they  have  hitherto  done.    Another  thing 
that  I  notice  in  the  Governor's  Speech  is  a 
reference  to  what  is  commonly  known  as,  and 
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is  called,  "  the  Marine  scandal  " ;  and  I  see 
that  a  Boyal  Commission  is  set  up,  and  the 
matter  is  to  be  thoroughly  inquired  into.     I 
think  it  is  only  just  and  right  that  this  matter 
should  be  inquired  into,  because  the  certificates 
that  have  already  been  given  in  this  colony  will 
lose  their  value  in  the  eyes  of  other  nations  if 
it  comes  to  be  thought  that  the  Government  of 
New  Zealand  are  at  all  lax  in  their  examina- 
tions, and  are  not  keeping  up  to  the  lines  fol- 
lowed by  the  Board  of  Trade  in  these  matters. 
I  think 'it  is  desirable  that  this  should  receive 
a  thorough  investigation.    It  certainly  will  be 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  have  certificates, 
and  have  passed  their  examinations  fairly  and 
justly,  that  their  certificates  should  be  kept  up 
to  the  value  which  they  should  have,  and  which 
value  they  may  be  likely  to  lose  on  account  of 
the  idea  that  some  candidates  may  be  passed 
through  too  easily.    There  is  also  a  reterenoe 
in  His  Excellency's  Speech  to  the   fact  thai 
the  Victoria  College  has  been  opened,  and  that 
the   advantages    of    university  education    are 
now    conferred    upon    this    district.      It    has 
been  a  long  time  coming.    I   remember   that 
twelve  years  ago   the  agitation   for  the  o8t&- 
blishment  of  this  institution  was  very  lively, 
and  it  was  believed  there  was  a  chance  then  of 
a  Bill  being  introduced  to  the  Lower  House  on 
the  subject.     However,  we  have  this  Victoria 
College  at  last ;  but  there  still  seems  a  great 
deal  to  be  done  for  it,  and  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  act  in  a  liberal  spirit,  and  will  do 
that  which  will  insure  its  being  a   thorough 
success.    For  many  years,  as  honourable  gentle- 
men will  remember,  there  has  been  frequent 
attention  drawn  to   the  urgent  necessity  for 
finding  room  and  safe  quarters  for   the   very 
excellent  library  that  the  Legislature   of  this 
colony  possesses.    It  would  have  been  a  great 
pity  had  anything  happened  to  it,  and  we  may 
all  congratulate  ourselves  now  that  nothing  has 
happened  to  the  library  during  the  many  years 
in  which  it  has  been  placed  in   the  position 
whereby  an  accident  might  have   caused  the 
destruction   of   the  whole    of  those    valuable 
books.    We  are  told,  too,  in  His  Excellency's 
Speech,    that  the    land -for -settlements    sys- 
tem   has    gone    on    progressively,     and    that 
there  are  still   more  than  enough  applicants 
for  all   the   land  that   is   available.      It  wiU 
be  our  hope    that    the   Government  may   be 
able  to  obtain  sufficient  land  for  all  such  appli- 
cants.    It  is  also  mentioned  in  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne  that  land  should  be  obtained  nearer 
to  the  populous  centres  of  the  colony — that  is 
to  say,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the 
large  cities,  where  workmen's  villages  may  be 
brought  about.    I  think  it  is  Tery  desirable  to 
avoid  the  slum  nuisance  in  any  of  the  large 
cities,  because  we  all  know  that,  along  with 
the  growth  of  the  slums,  we  have  a  great  deal 
of  immorality,  to  say  nothing  of  the  imminent 
danger  to  the  public  health,  through  people 
being  housed  under  conditions  which  tend  to 
make  them  physically  weak,  and  their  minds 
become  injuriously  affected ;  whereas  if  these 
same  people  were  allowed  facilities  to  obtain 
homes  near  the  green  fields  and  other  places 
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where  they  might  enjoy  fresh  air,  possibly  they 
might  develop  a  better  state  of  things.    I  trust 
it  may  be  so.    I  notice  also  in  the  Speeoh  an 
aJlosion  to  the  very  serious  railway  accident 
that  occurred  some  time  ago  in  the  Middle 
Island.     I  think  it  is  highly  desirable  that 
keen  investigation  should  be  made  into  this 
matier,  and  that  those  men  who  are  placed  in 
the  positions  of  engine-drivers,  and  who  have 
charge  of  trains,  should  be  out-and-out — I  was 
going   to  say  abstainers — but,  at    any  rate, 
thoroughly  temperate  men.    I  think  it  is  a 
great  mistake — of  course,  it  is  done  out  of 
kindDess  —  that    sometimes    passengers    and 
others  ask  these  men  to  take  a  nip  out  of  their 
flask ;  I  think  it  is  a  very  great  mistake  indeed. 
I  think  no  one  should  be  allowed  to  do  any- 
thing of  the  kind  to  a  man  whilst  on  duty. 
Another  thing  mentioned  in  the  Speech  is  the 
intention  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  insuring  fair 
wages  and  reasonable  working-hours.    That,  I 
suppose,  will  be  an  Eight  .Hours  Bill.    I  think 
it  is  only  right  that  it  should  be  made  law,  if 
possible.    The  principle  of  the  eight-hours  day 
IS  generally  observed.    Still,  many  are  of  the 
opinion  that  it  will  require  cskreful  considera- 
tion before  it  becomes  law,  so  that  it  may  not 
injare  trade  or  business.     With  regard  tu  the 
Bubject  of  fair  wages,  some  honourable  mem- 
bers will  know  there  is  a  system  in  vogue  in 
this  city,  and  in  other  cities  too,  of  getting 
yoQDg  girls  and  boys  to  go  into  factories,  or 
dressmaking  or  millinery  businesses,  and  letting 
them  work  for  twelve  months  for  nothing,  and 
then   turning    them  off  and  getting  another 
batch  in  their  place.     I  think  this  sort  of  thing 
ought  to  be  stopped.    I  consider  that  every 
girl  and  boy  on  starting  work  should  get  some 
wage  for  their  labour.     With  regard  to  the 
promised  Bill  providing  for  a  bare  majority  of 
▼otezs  at  polls   relating   to   local   loans    and 
rating  on  unimproved  values,  I  think  in  some 
cases  such  a  provision  will  be  wise,  and  at  the 
same  time  it  will  require  and  will  receive  full 
consideration  before  it  becomes  law.    Sir,  I 
must  ask  the  indulgence  of  honourable  gentle- 
men if,  on  consideration,  it  may  seem  to  them 
that  I  have  been  placed  somewhat  at  a  dis- 
advantage in  being  called  upon  at  short  notice 
to  take  charge  of  this  motion.    I  beg,  Sir,  to 
move,  That  the  following  Address  in  reply  to 
His  EasceUeney  the  Oovemor^s  Opening  Speech 
be  agreed  to,  namely : — 

•*  May  it  please  your  Excellency, — 

"We,  Her  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, the  Legislative  Council  of  New  Zealand, 
respectfully  thank  your  Excellency  for  the 
Speech  with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to 
open  the  present  session  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  colony. 

"We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  your  Excel- 
lency has  been  able  to  visit  the  goldfields  on 
the  West  Coast,  Middle  Island,  and  those  on 
the  Hanraki  Gulf,  North  Island ;  that  you 
were  gratified  by  the  loyal  and  cordial  welcome 
70U  received  ;  and  that  you  were  much  im- 
pressed with  the  mineral  resources  evident  in 
those  districts. 

"It  gives  much  gratification  to  learn  that 


your  Excellency  received  a  visit  from  Mahnta 
and  the  other  chiefs  of  the  Waikato  tribes,  and 
we  join  in  the  hope  that  the  interview  will  be 
productive  of  much  good. 

"  We  are  glad  to  hear  from  your  Excellency 
of  the  satisfactory  mating  with  Native  chiefs 
and  people  at  Waitangi  and  other  places,  and 
that  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  extend  the 
clemency  of  the  Grown  to  the  Natives  who 
offended  last  year  at  Kawene  and  Waima. 

"  We  earnestly  hope  that  the  improved  state 
of  affairs  at  the  Cook  Islands  will  continue,  and 
that  your  Excellency's  visit  will  result  as  bene- 
ficially to  the  Islands  as  you  are  pleased  to 
indicate  to  us. 

"  It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  the 
colony  continues  to  enjoy  progress  and  pro- 
sperity, and  that  the  revenue  in  railways, 
Excise,  and  Customs  shows  an  increase  as  com- 
pared with  last  year. 

"  We  shall  be  quite  prepared  to  give  our 
attentive  consideration  to  the  proposed  legis- 
lation which  will  be  submitted  to  us. 

"And  we  join  with  your  Excellency  in  pray- 
ing that  our  deliberations  may  be  for  the  good 
of  the  colony  and  the  advancement  of  its  people, 
and  that  the  Almighty  may  guide,  direct,  and 
assist  our  efforts." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PINKERTON.— I  rise.  Sir,  to 
second  the  Address  in  Reply.  I  think  ic  will 
be  understood  that  I  am  taking  the  place  of  a 
gentleman  who,  had  he  been  here,  would,  I 
believe,  have  had  very  much  pleasure  in  fol- 
lowing the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just 
spoken.  That  honourable  gentleman,  owing  to 
an  unfortunate  circumstance,  has  been  pre- 
vented from  being  present  with  us.  However, 
I  have  from  one  point  of  view  great  pleasure  in 
taking  his  place,  as  the  gentleman  in  question 
has  been  a  very  excellent  friend  of  mine  for  the 
last  twenty-five  years  in  Dunedin,  and  I  feel 
sure  he  will  be  a  credit  to  this  House  and  an 
honour  to  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand.  I  am 
not  here.  Sir,  to  make  a  speech  in  the  ordinary 
way,  for,  as  I  have  just  said,  I  am  merely  a 
sort  of  emergency  man.  There  is  one  thing  I 
should  like  to  say  on  a  matter  already  touched 
upon  by  my  honourable  friend  :  it  is  with 
regard  to  the  Volunteer  service.  I,  also,  think 
the  Volunteer  service  does  not  get  the  amount 
of  encouragement  it  should.  I  do  not  blame 
the  Government,  nor  any  one  else  in  parti- 
cular; but  the  whole  thing  seems  to  have 
drifted  into  a  system  of  getting  all  our 
officers  out  from  Home.  Now,  as  an  in- 
ducement to  our  young  officers  and  Volun- 
teers generally  to  endeavour  to  make  them- 
selves efficient  in  the  service,  such  appoint- 
ments should,  I  think,  as  much  as  possible  be 
made  from  among  those  who  have  already 
served  this  colony  in  the  service.  We  are  all 
aware  that  when  Colonel  Pitt  went  Home  in 
charge  of  the  Volunteers  the  Home  people 
were  very  much  struck  with  the  appearance  of 
our  men  in  London;  and  in  connection  with 
that  body  of  men  I  think  I  may  safely  say 
there  was  none  more  prominent  than  our  young 
friend  Captain  Robin.  I  do  not  say  he  should 
be  particularly  singled  out,  but  I  merely  men- 
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Hon  his  oame  as  one  of  many  who  could  render 
very  good  service  to  the  colony  if  an  oppor- 
tunity were  given  to  our  own  men,  as  I  think 
should  be  done.  I  point  this  out,  hoping  the 
Government  ^ill  take  jnto  consideration  the 
services  of  our  young  colonials,  not  only  in 
connection  with  Volunteering,  but  in  many 
other  departments,  for  it  is  an  unfortunate  fact 
ihat  all  the  highly-paid  officers  in  almost  all 
the  departments  are  imported  from  England. 
Our  education  system  is  costing  the  colony  a 
great  deal  of  money,  and  we  ought  to  back  up 
that  system  by  enabling  our  young  men  to  fill 
placcR  which  I  am  perfectly  sure  they  are  well 
qualified  to  fill.  The  Address  from  the  Throne 
speaks  of  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  I 
think  all  of  us,  no  matter  from  what  part  of 
New  Zealand  we  come,  must  admit  that  the 
colony  has  never  been  more  prosperous  since  it 
has  been  a  colony.  I  am  quite  sum  that  even 
in  the  days  of  the  Otago  gold  boom,  when 
money  was  being  expended  so  freely,  the  state 
of  trade  in  this  colony  was  not  so  sound  as  it 
is  at  the  present  time ;  and  long  may  the  colony 
remain  in  its  present  prosperous  condition.  As 
I  might  ha\e  said  at  the  outset,  my  task  on 
the  present  occasion  is  a  very  light  one.  The 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  moved  the  Ad- 
dress in  Keply  has  gone  over  so  many  of  the 
Soints  I  might  have  touched  upon,  and  has 
ealt  with  them  bo  ably,  that  it  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  go  over  the  same  ground  again,  or  to 
use  the  same  arguments  twice  over.  I  will 
simply  contr  nt  niyself ,  Sir,  with  seconding  the 
motion  which  has  been  so  ably  moved  by  my 
honourable  friend. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JONES.— I  should  not  have 
spoken  on  this  occaaiou  had  it  not  been  for 
a*  few  words  which  fell  from  the  lips  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  moved  the  Address 
in  Reply,  and  which  might  be  misleading  to 
persons  not  acquainted  with  all  the  facts.  In 
speaking  cf  that  dreadful  accident  which  oc 
curred  at  the  Bakaia  Railway-station  he  said, 
I  think,  that  engine-drivers  and  others  who 
have  such  responsibilities  should  be  thoroughly 
temperate  men.  I  think  so  too,  Sir.  I  think 
it  is  far  better  that  those  men  wio  have  in 
their  hands  the  lives  of  a  large  number  of  per- 
sons, and  who,  by  one  small  act  of  indiscretion, 
may  cause  the  deaths  of  or  great  injuries  to 
those  persons,  should  be  absolutely  temperate 
men.  I  know  that  in  America,  in  many  in- 
stances, preference  is  given  to  men  who  do  not 
drink.  I  do  not  think  any  one  will  attempt  to 
gainsay  that  it  is  better,  where  there  are  such 
responsibilities,  that  there  should  be  no  drink 
ing  at  all.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  there  is  any 
danger  where  men  drink  moderately  and  not 
to  excess ;  but.  Sir,  there  is  not  the  slightest 
evidence  that  the  driver  who  was  unwittingly 
the  cause  of  the  accident  in  question  had  been 
drinking.  Any  honourable  gentleman  who  will 
read  carefully  the  evidence  word  for  word,  as  I 
have  done,  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
Carter  had  all  his  wits  about  him  on  that 
dreadful  occasion.  And  knowing  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, as  I  do,  I  feel  it  would  be  most 
unjust  that  an  impression  that  he  had  been 
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drinking  should  go  forth  to  the  colony.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  necessary  to  say  anything  witJi 
regard  to  the  Address  further  than,  this,  because 
all  the  matters  mentioned  in  it  will  come  up  for 
consideration  later  on. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ERASER.— I  should  like  to 
say,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  that  I  had  not  the 
slightest  idea  of  suggesting  that  the  engine- 
driver  was  in  any  degree  under  the  influence 
of  liquor.  Not  for  one  moment.  My  mind 
was  running  upon  cases  a  long  way  from  that 
— cases  which  have  come  under  my  own  per- 
sonal observation.  All  I  meant  to  say  was 
that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  we  could  always 
provide  that  the  men  who  have  charge  of  the 
lives  of  the  travelling  public  were  thoroughly 
temperate  men.  With  regard  to  the  presem 
case,  it  only  brought  that  point  to  my  mind ; 
but  as  to  the  driver  in  question  being  under  the 
influence  of  drink,  nothing,  was  further  from 
my  mind. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKL— I,  Sir,  entirely 
agree  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jones  in  taking  up 
this  matter,  because  from  the  way  in  which  the 
remark  fell  from  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  moved  the  Address  in  Reply  it  sounded  as 
though  he  was  throwing  a  stigma  upon  the 
whole  service.  I  have  travelled  backwards  and 
forwards  very  frequently  on  the  line  in  ques- 
tion, and  in  fact  all  over  the  colony,  and  on  no 
occat-ion  have  I  ever  found  one  of  the  officers, 
either  guard  or  engine-driver,  in  any  degree 
under  the  influence  of  liquor.  I  can  say  there 
is  no  department  in  the  colony  less  addicted  to 
anything  of  the  kind  than  the  Railway  Depcurt- 
meot. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER.— I  am  sorry 
we  have  not  the  pleasure  of  having  the  honour- 
able gentleman  here  to-day  whose  name  is  on 
the  Order  Paper  to  move  the  Address  in  Reply. 
Many  of  us  know  him.  and  feel  sure  that  his 
assietance  and  prei^ence  in  this  Chamber  would 
be    very    valuable.    At    the    same    time,   the 
honourable  gentleman  opposite  was  good  enough 
to  lake  his  place  to-day  in  proposing  the  Ad- 
dress in  Reply,  and  I  am  certain  the  Council 
will  agree  that  we  have  in  him  a  very  valu- 
able colleague.     As  regards  what  fell  from  him 
about  the  Rakaia  accident,  I  am  glad  that  he 
has  removed  the  impression  which  most  of  us 
formed  in  the  first  instance  from  his  words — 
namely,  that  there   had  been  some  suspicion 
of   reproach   in   the   direction   which   he  has 
referred  to.    It  was  the  first  I  had  heard  of 
such  a  suggestion,  and  I  am  pleased  that  the 
other  honourable  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
on   that  subject   are  quite  clear  that  on  this 
occasion  there  was  not  the  slightest  suspioion 
of  anything  in  the  direction  alluded  to  by  the 
honourable  member.    Generally  speaking,  we 
can  say,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sbrimski  has  s&id, 
that  we  are  proud  of  the  railway  service  of  the 
colony ;    and  that  for  sobriety,   civility,    and 
everything  else  that  should  be  found  in  their 
relation  to  the  public  as  a  satisfactory  railway 
service  this  colony  possesses  it.    I  suppose  it 
is  a  compliment  to  the  Address  in  Reply  to 
find  that  there  are  not  many  subjects  referred 
to  in  it  upon  which  people  differ.    Apparently* 
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the  Addreu  is  not  looked  upon  as  one  of  a  very 
oonteniioiu  nataie,  bnt  I  am  very  pleased  in- 
deed to  find  that  one  subject  has  hAen  selected 
for  special  remark,  and  that  is  the  matter  of 
our  Volunteers.  It  is  a  matter  of  most  vital 
inteittst  to  us  as  a  British  colony,  and  as  a 
past  of  what  is  still,  and  I  suppose  always  will 
be,  a  great  fighting  Empire.  Although  Her 
Majesty's  reign  is  a  reign  of  peace,  as  far  as 
it  possibly  can  be,  still  the  BrttlBh  motto  is 
Hie  same  motto  as  that  of  the  Romans — 
namely,  "  You  can  only  retain  peace  by  being 
ptepared  for  war."  I  think  it  is  only  right, 
therefore,  that  the  colony  should  keep  its 
young  men  ready  for  the  time,  which  some 
day  may  come,  when  they  may  be  called  upon 
to  defend  their  hearths  and  homes.  Nothing 
hae  pleased  me  more  since  I  have  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  present  Administration 
tiiflkn  to  see  tliat  the  Volunteers  of  this  country 
should  be  properly  equipped  and  armed. 
Speaking  generally,  I  trust  that  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  session,  which  will  shortly  be 
Drought  down  to  us  in  the  shape  of  Bills,  will 
pvove  acceptable  to  the  Council.  I  feel  sure 
the  Oonnoil  will  give  its  due  consideration  to 
the  measures  brought  forward,  and  I  also  trust 
that  when  the  session  is  ended  we  shall  have 
done  our  best  to  improve  the  laws  and  the 
poeition  of  the  oolony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MoLBAN.— I  thmk  it  is  a 
pity.  Sir,  seeing  we  have  so  much  time  on  our 
hands,  that  we  cannot  muster  up  courage  to 
disouss  the  Address  in  Beply.  I  admit  that 
tbme  is  very  little  which  we  can  discuss  in  the 
Address  in  Beply,  although  there  is  some  food 
iiur  discussion  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne 
itMlf.  It  is  not  so  much  what  it  says ;  but 
tkere  is  a  great  deal  it  has  omitted  to  say  in 
referehce  to  matters  of  serious  oorcern  to  the 
oolony.  And  first,  before  I  enter  upon  that, 
Sir,  I  desire  to  compliment  the  proposer  of  the 
Address  in  Reply  on  the  manner  in  which  he 
moved  it.  He  was  moderate  in  tone,  and 
showed  an  impariiality  which  ought  to  attach 
to  every  member  of  the  Council.  I  cannot 
compliment  him  on  being  a  new  member,  be- 
cause he  is  an  old  hand  in  another  House. 
He  is  capable  of  making  a  speech,  and  he  has 
acquitted  himself  on  this  occasion  very  well. 
As  for  the  seconder  of  the  Address,  he  is  a  very 
old  stager.  Now,  I  will  take  the  Address  and 
make  a  few  remarks  upon  it.  First  of  all,  Sir, 
we  have  the  Governor  taking  trips  all  round  the 
colony,  and  he  has  visited  since  last  session 
most  of  the  districts  in  the  North  Island.  I 
think  that  we  ought  to  appreciate  greatly  the 
Qovemor  of  any  oolony,  who  Is  likely  to  take  a 
position  in  Imperial  afiairs  at  Home,  going  to 
the  (rouble  of  making  himself  acquainted  with 
the  whole  of  the  oolony,  and  with  the  Nativei, 
as  our  present  Governor  has  done.  We  ought 
to  be  very  thankful  that  we  have  as  a  Governor 
s  gentleman  who  has  done  so  much  in  this 
direction.  Then  I  oome  to  the  clause  which 
ssjs:— 

*'  Notwithstanding  that  the  relations  of  the 
Empire  with  the  other  Powers  continue  to  be  of 
s  friendly  character,  my  Ministers  have  deemed 


it  expedient  to  push  on  the  completion  and 
equipmeiit  ol  our  harbour  defences,  and  to  in- 
crease and  fully  arm  our  Volunteers." 

A  good  deal  has  been  said  about  the  Volun- 
teers, and  it  is  well  in  thess  times  that  it  should 
be  so.  In  this  matter  we  have  had  a  great 
lesson  in  the  aetion  of  the  United  States  when 
going  to  war  with  Spain.  I  think  if  anything 
shocdd  put  it  into  our  minds  to  place  our  de- 
fences in  order  it  is  the  manner  in  which  the 
war  was  conduoted  by  the  United  States  against 
Spain.  I  think  we  have  been  lax  in  giving  the 
encouragement  to  our  Volunteers  which  we 
should  have  done.  I  think  the  proper  way  is 
that  every  schoolboy  should  be  educated  to 
carry  arms.  There  is  no  doubt  that  in  some 
places  that  system  has  been  carried  out.  It  is 
also  important  that  we  should  obtain  from 
Home  officers  who  have  had  experience  and 
seen  lome  service  in  the  Imperial  Army,  in 
order  that  we  may  properly  train  our  Volunteer 
forces  here.  It  is  important  that  our  Volun- 
teers should  be  properly  trained  in  case  we  have 
to  meet  some  sudden  emergency,  which  I  hope, 
however,  is  very  far  off.  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment are  now  giving  that  encouragement  to  our 
Volunteers  which  they  have  a  right  to  expect. 
I  come  now  to  this  trouble  about  Samoa.  I 
appreciate  the  offer  of  the  Government  to  send 
Volunteers  to  Samoa — not  that  they  were 
needed  there.  Sir.  I  did  not  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  their  services  would  be  acoapted ; 
but  it  is  the  effect  such  an  offer  had  on  other 
nations  that  we  must  look  to — the  fact  that 
England's  colonies  are  ready  to  stand  at  her 
b%ck  at  any  time  she  gets  into  trouble.  I  am 
sakisfied,  Sir,  that  nothing  did  more  good  in 
drawing  attention  to  the  colonies  than  the 
Soudan  Contingent  that  was  sent  from  Aus- 
tralia. It  opened  the  eyes  of  the  world  to  the 
fact  that  the  colonies  would  stand  by  the 
Mother- country  in  case  of  need.  As  for  the 
offer  of  the  "  Tutanekai,"  although  it  was  per- 
haps well  that  it  should  have  been  mcbde,  I 
take  leave  to  join  issue  with  the  statement  in 
the  Address  that  she  did  good  service  in  carry- 
ing these  despatches  to  Samoa.  It  would  have 
been  a  good  thing,  both  for  England  and 
America,  in  my  opinion,  if  she  had  not  gone 
there  with  despatches  for  at  least  ten  days 
later.  If  she  bad  not  gone  to  Samoa  with 
these  despatches  for  another  week  the  whole 
matter  would  have  been  settled,  and  settled 
satisfactorily.  We  are  (old  that  we  are  getting 
it  settled  in  a  satisfactory  fashion;  but  I 
notice  there  are  grumblings  already  from 
Germany,  and  it  may  be  that  all  the  parties 
will  not  be  satisfied  with  it  who  would  have  to 
have  been  satisfied  if  affairs  had  been  allowed 
to  settle  themselves.  The  king  who  was  pat 
on  the  throne  by  the  Chief  Justice  would  have 
been  King  of  Samoa,  and  the  whole  affair 
would  have  been  at  an  end,  because  it  was  well 
known  that  the  Mataafa  party  were  at  the  end 
of  their  tether.  As  for  the  Auckland  Exhibi- 
tion, I  do  not  think  there  is  any  one  who  was 
not  pleased  at  the  success  of  that  exhibition, 
or  who  would  not  be  pleased  at  the  success  of 
any  local  exhibition.      It  is  a  matter  upon 
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which  there  should  be  no  jealousy,  and  when  a 
province  goes  in  for  such  an  undertaking  as 
that  we  all  ought  to  wish  it  well.    I  am  very 
glad  to  see  that  they  have  made  a  financial 
success  of  it.     Then  I  come  to  the  officers' 
certificates.     I  would   like  to  say,  regarding 
that  matter,  that  it  is  unwise  for  any  Govern- 
ment, especially  in  such  a  matter  as  this,  where 
there  is  life  and  death  at  stake,  to  meddle  even 
indirectly  with  the  routine  which  candidates 
lor  such  certificates  have  to  go  through.    No 
doubt  the   Government   is    like    many    other 
people  —  often    soft-hearted  —  and   sometimes 
through  soft-heartedness  they  are  led  into  ex- 
pressing a  wish  which  is  sufiicient  to  induce 
Bome  officers  to  carry  out  what  they  think  is 
the  wish  of  their  superior.    That  is  an  error 
that  any  one  may  fall  into ;  but  it  is  such  a 
serious  error  in  a  catse  like  this  that  I  hope 
this   particular    trouble   will    be  investigated 
thoroughly,  so  that  those  who  hold  New  Zea- 
land certificates  will  not  suffer  through  any 
fault  in  one  or  two  certificates  having  been 
wrongly  granted.    I  hope  that  will  be  found  to 
be  the  most  that  has  been  done.    Then  I  come 
to  the  land-for-settlement  question.     In  my 
opinion.   Sir,  we  have  come  to  that  stage  in 
the  land-for-settlement  policy  when  there  is 
an  absolute  necessity  to  alter  it  in  the  direc- 
tion of  providing  that  the  particulars  of  every 
proposed  purchase  shall  be  laid  upon  the  table 
of  both  Houses,  and,  if  no  objection  is  taken  to 
it,  or  no  resolution  is  passed,  say,  within  four- 
teen days,  the  matter  should  take  its  course. 
There  is  such  pressure  now  from  owners  wish- 
ing to  sell  their  land  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is 
an  absolute  necessity.    No  matter  how  ppre 
Governments  may  be,  this  is  a  matter  that  is 
very  open  to  abuse ;  and  the  power  certainly 
will  be  abused,  no  matter  bow  the  members  of 
the  Government  may  try  to  keep  abuse  out  of  it. 
I  do  not  know.  Sir,  but  that  we  are  probably 
purchasing  more  land  than  we  ought  to  pur- 
chase.   There  is  a  large  sum  for  land-purchase 
that  will  not  go  into  the  accounts  of  the  finan- 
cial year  j  ust  closed.   It  is  brought  into  account 
on  the  let  of  April,  and  will  not  go  into  the 
last  year,  and  we  are  using  our  credit  in  buy- 
ing these  lands,  probably,  to  the  detriment  of 
using  our  credit  for  more  important  works. '  I 
take  it.  Sir,  from  a  return  that  was  given  to  the 
representatives  from  Australia,  that  we  have 
spent  £1,280,000  on  the  purchase  of  land  for 
settlements.     This  means  that  it  is  costing  us 
£950  for  each  settler,  or  £397  for  each  man, 
woman,  and  child,  to  put  them  on  the  land. 
Now,  Sir,  although  we  have  two  million  acres 
of  Native  lands,  we  have  taken  no  steps  to  settle 
them.    Yet  those  Native  lands  cost  the  colony 
£500,000.     They  have  been  lying  idle  for  ever 
so  long,  and  here  we  are  buying  estates  that  in 
the  course  of  a  very  few  years  would  probably 
be   scattered    to    the    winds    and  distributed 
amongst  settlers  without  the  necessity  of  the 
colony  exhausting  its  credit  in  buying  these 
private  estates.     I  am  not  against  buying  this 
land  in  moderation,  or  in  places  where  there  is 
necessity  to  obtain  land ;  but  I  think  we  are 
going  too  far  in  using  up  our  credit  in  making 
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these  purchases  of  private  estates.  I  am  quite 
aware  that  in  the  Native  country  the  good  land  is 
in  patches— a  lot  of  it  may  not  be  good — bat  still, 
if  these  patches  were  left  open  to  the  publio,  a 
lot  of  the  demand  that  we  have  had  for  land 
would  be  met.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  land 
purchased  and  opened  for  settlement,  the  ap- 
plicants have  to  go  through  a  process  showing 
that  they  are  able  to  find  so  much  money ; 
they  have  to  prove  their  ability  to  go  on  the 
land — to  show  that  they  have  so  much  money 
in  their  hands  to  enable  them  to  take  it  np  and 
work  it  properly.  Well,  Sir,  if  they  have  snfl&- 
cicnt  money  to  take  up  this  Government  land, 
they  would  also  have  sufficient  to  take  up  the 
Native  land,  and  they  would  probably  get  a 
better  bargain  in  connection  with  it  than  is  the 
case  with  the  land  they  are  now  occupying. 
We  may  be  able  to  see  advantages  in  the  ac- 
quisition of  this  private  land  now,  but  we  also 
know  that  there  are  risks  connected  with  the 
policy  of  such  purchases,  when  we  take  into 
account  the  exigencies  of  politics.  Settlers 
will  clamour  for  the  reduction  of  their  rents. 
Sir,  if  they  want  the  rents  reduced  they  will 
get  the  rents  reduced.  If  they  want  a  free- 
hold they  will  get  a  freehold.  When  two  can- 
didates are  standing  for  a  particular  seat, 
and  one  of  them  says,  "  I  will  not  agree 
to  a  reduction  of  your  rents,*'  the  other  man, 
who  cares  nothing  so  long  as  he  can  get  a 
seat  in  the  House,  will  say,  «*  Put  me  in,  and  I 
will  get  your  rents  reduced."  There  are  many 
of  these  country  constituencies  in  which  there 
are  a  good  many  of  these  settlers.  When  we 
move  on  a  little  step  further  we  get  four  or  five 
members  in  the  House  who  have  pledged  them- 
selves to  get  the  rents  reduced.  And  the  time 
comes  when  the  Government  is  on  the  wane, 
and  when  four  or  five  votes  means  either  the 
Government  stopping  in  or  going  out.  At  suoh 
an  emergency  you  may  find  these  members 
going  to  the  Government  and  saying,  **  If  yon 
are  going  to  reduce  these  people's  rents,  we  will 
support  and  vote  for  you ;  if  you  are  not,  we 
will  go  into  opposition."  That  is  the  way,  in 
this  question  of  politics,  in  which  the  matter 
could  very  easily  be  managed  so  that  the  rents 
could  be  reduced,  or  in  which,  if  they  want  the 
freehold,  they  can  get  the  freehold. 

An  Hon.  MBifBBB.~Fair  Rent  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— Well,  Sir,  a  Pair 
Rent  Bill  would  not  be  much  good  for  that. 
Then,  I  come  to  the  matter  of  the  railway 
accident.  I  also  think  it  is  a  very  propw 
thing  to  have  a  thorough  inquiry  made  Into 
this  question.  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  it 
stated  that  drink  was  the  cause  of  the  accident 
m  any  way,  and  I  would  bear  testimony  myself 
to  these  drivers  on  the  raUways— that  they  are 
a  sober  class  of  men.  We  have  "  black  sheep  " 
m  almost  every  service,  and  it  is  wonderful  how 
these  black  sheep  appear  to  get  screened  by 
people  you  would  little  expect.  I  know  thu 
much  from  experience:  that  if  you  find  fault 
with  and  bring  a  doubtful  ma/ to  book,  you 
will  be  astonished  at  the  people  who  try  to 
screen  such  although  the  fiveS  and  property 
of  the  people  in  their  care  may  be  risked      I 
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hftve  e?er7  satisfaotion  in  bearing  testimony  to 
the  sobriety  of  the  officers  of  the  New  Zea- 
land railways— and  I  may  say  that  I  am  a  con- 
siderable traveller;  and  I  consider  that,  with 
the  plant  they  have  had  at  their  disposal  on  the 
lailways  of  New  Zealand,  the  managers  of 
those  railways  deserve  great  credit  for  what 
they  have  been  able  to  do  with  it.  Only  those 
who  have  business  willl  the  railways  know  how 
wanting  they  are  in  plant,  and  how  starved  the 
rulways  are  for  plant— only  those  will  know 
what  they  have  to  put  up  with.  The  Govern- 
ment  are  too  fond  of  showing  a  surplus.  There 
should  be  no  surpluses  on  railways  when  they 
an  m  the  condition  they  are,  for  whatever 
profit  we  get  out  of  the  railways  should  be 
put  into  plant  in  order  to  properly  carry 
on  their  work ;  because  no  management,  how- 
ever good  it  may  be,  can  carry  on  work  satis- 
bctorily  unless  the  tools  are  there  to  do  it  with. 
As  far  as  this  Commission  is  concerned,  the 
leeoltof  it,  I  forecast,  will  be  that  money  will 
be  wanted  for  Westinghouse  brakes,  which  are 
very  costly,  and  a  difficult  matter  to  work  with 
mixed  trains— that  is,  trains  for  both  passen- 
gers and  for  freight.  They  will  find  a  difficulty 
m  working  them  on  these  combined  trains. 
Bui,  Sir,  the  result  will  be  this:  that  they 
will  recommend  a  considerable  amount  to  be 
spent  on  brakes  and  appliances,  and  down  will 
come  a  loan  to  put  all  these  things  on  the  rail- 
ways. I  think  that  honourable  members  will 
find  tbat  to  be  the  use  of  the  Commission. 
Now,  Sir,  we  are  told  "  A  Bill  for  insuring  fair 
wages  and  reasonable  working- hours  in  con- 
nection  with  contracts  for  public  works  en- 
tered into  by  the  Government  or  by  local 
bodies  will  be  submitted  for  your  considera- 
tion." But  they  will  find  a  great  difficulty  in 
a  Bill  of  this  sort.  If  the  Government  is  not 
paying  properlj,  there  is  always  the  pressure  of 
poblic  opinion  on  them.  If  municipalities  are 
not  paying  proper  wages,  there  is  on  them  also 
the  same  pressure  of  public  opinion  ;  and  these 
should  surely  be  trusted  very  fairly  to  carry  on 
their  business  without  any  of  these  Bills.  I 
oome  now  to  the  next  paragraph,  which  deals 
with  the  question  of  compensation  to  work- 
men, and  accident  insurance.  We  had  a  Bill 
last  year  from  which  the  agricultural  interests 
were  taken  out,  and  it  was  allowed  in  that 
form  to  go  through  this  Council.  The  fear  that 
one  has  about  these  Bills  is  that,  when  a  man 
gets  to  forty  or  so,  as  long  as  there  is  plenty  of 
work  it  is  all  very  well,  but  when  work  becomes 
Maroe  it  is  the  younger  people  who  will  be  em- 
^oyed.  True,  they  may  pass  the  Insurance 
Bill,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  insuring  themselves 
uad  getting  out  of  the  liability  in  that  way; 
sad  I  hope  that  before  that  Bill  goes  through 
this  Accident  Insurance  Bill  which  we  are 
promised  will  be  placed  alongside  it.  My 
opinion  is  that  the  Bill  is  premature.  Now  I 
oome  to  the  operation  of  the  Industrial  Concili- 
ition  and  Arbitration  Act.  If  something.  Sir,  is 
not  done  with  regard  to  the  amendment  of  these 
Acts  they  will  be  a  curse  instead  of  a  bless- 
ing- In  my  opinion,  Sir,  there  is  a  necessity, 
hi  regard  to  this  matter  of  conciliation  and  arbi- 


tration, that  the  a^sessor^  should  be  appointed 
from  men  who  know  the  business  tney  are 
going  to  deal  with.  But  the  whole  matter  now 
resolves  itself  into  tuis :  tbat  there  are  two 
advocates  on  each  side,  and  the  chairman 
decides.  Now,  if  you  were  to  take  people  from 
each  side  as  assessors — from  each  industry 
that  IK  as  going  to  be  dealt  with — you  would 
have  intelligent  opinion  brought  to  bear  upon 
it,  and  would  find  that  those  people  who  are 
trying  to  negotiate  for  peace  would  be  muoh 
more  successful.  There  is  no  doubt,  Sir,  that 
we  must  be  careful  in  our  dealings,  so  that  we 
may  not  throttle  every  industry  there  is  in  the 
colony.  Sir,  every  one  of  us  may  see  the 
thousands  of  reapers -and -binders  that  are 
being  brought  into  this  colony  every  year. 
Formerly  they  were  largely  manufactured  in 
this  colony,  and  we  had  to  give  up  manufac- 
turing them  in  favour  of  the  imported  article. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — They  were  not  largely 
manufactured. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— Sir,  they  were 
largely  manufactured,  and  yet  my  honourable 
friend  says  they  were  not  largely  manufactured. 
But  he  will  understand  they  were  only  new 
then  and  just  coming  into  use,  and,  consider- 
ing the  number  we  had  in  use,  they  were  being 
largely  made  in  the  colony.  Is  there  a  single 
one  of  these  made  in  the  colony  now,  Sir  ?  If 
the  labour  men  in  the  colony  would  only  give 
fair  consideration  to  the  matter  they  would 
see  that  these  are  all  made  at  a  season  of  the 
year  when  work  is  very  scarce,  and  it  is  a  pity 
that  we  should  allow  these  maohines  to  be 
imported  when  we  could  employ  a  large  amount 
of  our  own  labour  and  have  every  one  of  them 
made  in  the  colony.  I  say  it  is  a  disgrace  to 
us  that  we  should  not  have  them  made  in  the 
colony.  I  am  now  coming  to  another  very 
large  industry  that  is  going  in  the  same  way 
as  the  reapers -and -binders  have  gone.  You 
have  only  to  raise  the  price  to  a  certain  point 
and  in  comes  the  importations.  This  industry 
will  in  time  share  the  same  fate  as  the  reapers- 
and-binden. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb.  — What  industry  do  you 
refer  to  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN. — I  am  speaking  of 
the  boot  trade.  Why,  last  year  there  were 
more  pairs  of  boots  imported  here  than  would 
supply  a  pair  to  the  feet  of  every  man,  woman, 
and  child  in  the  colony.  Well,  I  do  not  think 
that  is  creditable  to  us.  It  is  a  matter  of 
cheapening  production,  and  aU  this  will  tell 
against  the  colony.  In  America  a  boot  is  split 
up  into  about  sixty  sections,  I  understand, 
while  here  there  are  only  eighteen  or  twenty. 
Now,  we  are  asked  to  pass  an  Apprentice  Bill. 
I  am  aware  that  employers  ezi^gerate  con- 
siderably what  the  effects  of  certain  things 
will  be  upon  them,  and  I  am  anxious  not  to 
take  for  gospel  all  that  may  be  put  before  me  ; 
but  after  last  session,  when  the  statement  was 
made  about  men  that  would  be  thrown  out  of 
employment,  I  went  over  several  of  the  factories 
myself  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  matter, 
and  I  found  that  in  some  of  those  factories  the 
statement  was  a  little  exaggerated,  but  not  so 
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very  much,  and  I  found  there  wae  a  very  great 
deal  of  truth  in  the  statement  of  so  many 
beiug  thrown  out  of  work  if  that  Bill  were 
passed.  It  therefore  should  be  a  warning  to 
UB  not  to  try  to  ruin  the  industries  of  the 
colony.  I  am  quite  certain  myself  that,  if 
fairly  put  to  the  workmen  themselves,  none 
of  them,  except,  perhaps,  a  few  acitators,  but 
will  take  a  sensible  view  of  it,  and  will  be  in 
favour  of  keeping  our  industries  afloat  in  the 
colony.  I  come  now  to  the  settlement  on  the 
Bast  Coast.  Sir,  the  way  in  which  land  is  tied 
up  on  the  East  Ooast  is,  I  think,  a  bit  of  a 
scandal,  and  I  should  hail  with  satisfaction 
any  proposal  coming  from  the  Government  in 
the  direction  of  settling  the  land  lying  waste  on 
the  East  Coast.  Then,  as  to  the  working  of 
the  Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  and 
its  reducing  the  rates  of  interest:  I  may  say 
that  I  assisted  to  place  that  Act  on  the 
statute-book,  because  I  believed  it  would  be  a 
benefit  under  certain  conditions,  and  would  be  a 
help  to  the  people  at  the  time ;  and  it  accom- 
plished, in  my  opinion,  what  I  thought  it 
would  accomplish — that  is,  it  reduced  the  rate 
oi  Interest  to  the  small  holders  at  the  time; 
but  as  to  asserting  that  it  reduced  the  rate  of 
intertst  generally,  that  is  an  absurdity,  because 
in  every  colony  in  Australia  you  can  borrow 
money  cheaper  on  freehold  than  you  can  here 
now. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  know  what  I  am 
speaking  about.  I  know  that  a  friend  of  mine 
in  another  colony  got  £200  at  4  per  cent.,  and 
we  cannot  get  it  at  the  same  rate  here.  Now, 
the  Act  has  done  its  work,  and,  I  believe,  has 
done  it  well.  It  has  been  said,  however,  that 
there  are  no  bad  debts  under  the  Act.  Well,  it 
is  rather  too  soon  to  talk  about  bad  debts.  We  all 
know  there  are  no  bad  debts  made  in  good  times. 
The  seeds  of  bad  debts  are  sown  in  good  times 
and  reaped  in  bad  times.  I  am  sorry  to  notice 
that  under  the  Act  there  is  a  large  increase  in 
advances  on  leaseholds.  We  got  a  return  last 
session,  I  think.  The  amount  owing  on  lease- 
holds was  about  £270,000.  It  has  been  said 
that  many  of  the  advances  were  on  a  999  years' 
lease,  which  is  as  good  as  a  freehold ;  but  when 
that  return  came  there  was  only  about  £160,000 
out  of  the  £270,000  advanced  on  that  class  of 
security.  By  the  return  just  laid  on  the  table 
the  advances  on  leasehold  amounted  to  £324,625. 
I  would  warn  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Office 
that  this  is  a  dangerous  sort  of  biisiness,  because 
from  my  own  experience  I  know  it  to  be  a  very 
dangerous  business.  Now,  what  this  Act  was 
intended  to  do  was  to  supply  money  to  settlers. 
£1,786,000  out  of  the  total  has  been  borrowed 
to  pay  off  mortgages.  But,  to  show  what  the 
people  in  New  Zealand  think  of  the  freehold 
tenure,  £480,000  of  the  money  has  been  bor- 
rowed to  convert  tbe  leaseholds  into  freeholds. 
Sir,  we  have  the  Insurance  Office  as  a  lending 
department,  we  have  the  Public  Trust  Office  as 
a  {lending  department,  and  the  staff  of  these 
departments  could  easily  manage  the  business 
of  this  office.  We  are  being  killed  by  officials 
in  this  country.     Now  we  are  using  up  our 

Hon,  Mr.  McLean 


credit  in  borrowing  to  lend  to  these  settlers.     I 
will  mention  now  something  which  has  been 
left  out  of    this    Speech ;    and   that    is,    aU 
reference    to    the    loan    floated    since    last 
session.    Why  is  any  reference  to  that  loan 
left  out  ?    Because  practically  it  was  a  failure. 
And  that  should  be  a  warning  to  us  against 
using  our  credit,  as  we  are  doing,  and  piiintf 
up  our  debt  year  after  year ;  and  this  shonla 
be   put  fairly  before  thv  public  by  the  Go- 
vernment,  so   as    to    prevent    that   pressure 
coming  on  th^m  for  a  big  loan,  which  is  sure 
to  come.    Now  we  have  got  this  loan  floated. 
It  realised   £96  lis.,   which   was  said  to   b« 
fairly  satisfactory,  and  no  doubt  it  would  have 
been  fairly  satisfactory  had  the  colony  received 
that  price ;  but  when  we  take  into  consideration 
the  accrued  interest,  and  other  expenses,  the 
amount  comes  down  to  £93  68.  9d.    When  the 
Government  produces  a  return  of  the  oost  of 
floating  that  loan  I  think  that  will  be  found  to 
be  the  amount  it  realised.    There  was  only  a 
little  over  two  millions  applied  for.    Hitherto 
we  have  been  used  to  large  applications  for  our 
loans.    It  is  not  many  years  ago,  however, 
when  the  Government  of  this  colony  could  not 
borrow  £20,000  in  London  on  £500,000  security. 
We  must  take  care  that  we  are  not  getting  into 
that  position  again.    I  think  that  Government 
should  place  the  position  fairly  before  the  people, 
and  try  and  prevent  them  urging  the  Govern- 
ment to  raise  a  big  loan.    We  would  get  the 
money  at  some  price  or  other,  but  it  would 
probably  be  at  a  sacrifice.    There  is  another 
matter  that  there  is  no  reference  to  in  this 
Address,  and  that  is  the  question  of  Federation. 
I  think  that  subject  will  arise  whether  the 
Gk>vemment  like  it  or  not.    It  is  pretty  sore 
to  be  carried  in  Australia*  and  the  fact  of  the 
Federation  of  the  Australian  Colonies  may  be  A 
serious   matter  for  us.    There  is  no  word  of 
the  reform  of  the  Legislative  Council  in  this 
Speech.    I  think  the  Council  now  is  in  a  most 
extraordinary  position.    We  have  here  ten  or 
twelve  men  who  will  in  a  few  months  be  subjeot 
to  reappointment.    I  believe  there  is  no  vray 
out  of  our  difficulty  but  by  going  back  to  the 
appointment  for  life — either  that,  or  agree  to 
election  for  the  Council.    In  my  opinion,  thoee 
are  the   only   two  courses  open  to  us ;  and  I 
would  much  prefer  that  the  Oounoil  should 
be  elected.    The  Council  could  very  easily  be 
elected    under    safeguards,  so   that    it  would 
be   a   proper  revising   Chamber.    Now,   what 
chance  is  there  of  getting  Bills  reviewed  undez 
the  present  circumstances?     I  do  not  for  a 
moment  mean  to  insinuate  that  those  mem- 
bers whose  terms  of  appointment  have  nearly 
expired  will  not  do  their  duty,  but  it  is  a  moat 
remarkable  position  to  put  them  in.     I  hope,  if 
the  Government  does  not  take  up  this  question, 
that  we  shall  take  up  the  matter  of  the  reform 
of  the  Council  ourselves.     Although  we  havB 
heard  a  great  deal  about  old-age  pensions,  theie 
is  not  a  word  about  the  subject  in  this  Speeoh. 
I  think  the  people  of  this  country  are  nndinft 
that   old-age  pensions  are   not  an   unmixed 
blessing.    Where  it  tells  just  now  is  in  small 
districts,  where  they  see  who  gets  the  pension 
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—where  they  see  persons  getting  the  pension 
who  have  no  right  whatever  to  receive  it.  I 
have  mjself  heen  deluged  with  applications  to 
rapport  pensions — cases  where  those  who  ap- 
plied for  them  had  no  more  right  than  I  have 
myself,  and  I  soon  told  them  so.  Bnt  these 
peo^e  get  good-natnred  persons  to  help  them, 
and  they  thus  get  pensions. 

An  Hon.  Mjbxbbb. — They  come  before  the 
Ooort.  ^ 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN. — They  come  before 
the  Goart,  bat  the  Magistrate  takes  the  evi- 
dence of  these  people  and  he  grants  the  pen- 
sion. I  would  ask  my  honourable  friend  if 
people  who  are  milking  twenty-one  cows,  and 
who  send  the  milk  to  the  factory,  are  entitled 
to  a  pension  ?  Or  a  man  who  has  a  farm  in 
his  wife's  name,  the  man  himself  being  a 
drunkard,  although  he  has  never  been  con- 
victed, has  he  a  right  to  get  a  pension  ?  Tet 
in  that  case  the  man  got  his  pension.  In 
another  case  two  people  have  a  farm,  and  by 
some  means  or  other  they  have  got  a  pension. 
All  these  people  are  frequenters  of  the  public- 
house.  We  should  refuse  to  give  pensions  to 
those  who  are  not  worthy  to  receive  them,  and 
X  say  it  is  unfair  to  the  people  of  the  colony 
that  the  class  of  people  I  have  alluded  to  should 
receive  pensions.  Another  case  of  a  man  who 
receives  a  pension :  I  believe  he  made  over  his 
property  to  his  wife  in  order  to  save  it  from  his 
creditors.  His  wife  is  perfectly  able  to  support 
him,  being  in  possession  of  his  property.  The 
Act  will  have  to  be  considerably  amended. 
Steps  shonid  be  taken  to  punish  those  people 
who  have  given  wrong  certificates,  or  who  by 
means  which  they  should  not  have  taken  have 
got  pensions.  That  is  one  blot  in  the  Pensions 
Act,  and  a  great  blot  it  is.  We  have  hitherto 
held  that  people  who  have  relations  in  good 
circumstances  ate  bound  to  be  supported  by 
their  relations,  and  those  in  a  position  to  do  so 
were  bound  to  support  their  parents.  That  is 
all  wiped  away  by  this  Act ;  and  many  people 
apply  for  pensions  simply  in  order  to  be  inde- 
pendent of  their  own  people,  who  are  quite 
able,  and  in  many  cases  quite  willing,  to  sup- 
port them.  Take  the  case  of  a  father  who  has 
Diongbt  ap  a  family  properly — well-educated 
them  and  given  them  traces :  why  should  not 
the  children  support  him  in  his  old  age  when 
in  a  position  to  do  so?  That  was  the  law 
previously.  Why,  then,  did  we  alter  that  law  ? 
The  pensions  are  amounting  to  a  sum  which 
neither  the  Premier  nor  any  one  else  ever 
anticipated  they  would  come  to,  and  no- 
body yet  knows  what  sum  they  are  going  to 
amount  to.  The  Act  has  been  so  abused 
that  I  think  some  measure  will  have  to  be 
resorted  to  in  order  to  take  away  the  pensions 
from  some  of  those  who  have  received  them, 
and  to  guard  against  giving  pensions  to  those 
people  whose  friends  are  perfectly  able  to  sup- 
pott  them.  These  are  the  portions  of  the 
Speech  that  I  thought  it  proper  to  discuss.  I 
do  not  wish  it  to  be  thought  that  I  have  dis- 
cussed the  Speech  in  any  carping  spirit.  I 
have  spoken  what  I  really  feel  regarding  these 
meaiuree,  and  what  my  experience  entitles  me 


to  say.  I  am  very  Eorry  to  have  kept  the  Coun- 
cil so  long  in  discussing  the  mdtion,  but  I  hope 
other  honourable  members  will  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  the  subjects  mentioned  ip 
the  Address,  because  this  is  the  only  oppor- 
tunity we  have  of  airing  our  grievances,  or  of 
discussing  all  the  matters  that  are  of  interest 
to  the  public. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TWOMEY.-.Sir,  for  a  lon^ 
time,  while  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down  was  speaking,  I  felt  a  thrill  of 
delight  passing  through  me  because  of  the 
beautiful  harmony  between  his  views  and  my 
own ;  but  before  he  had  finished  his  speech  I 
was  doomed  to  disappointment.  Before,  how- 
ever, T  refer  to  any  of  the  utterances  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  I  think  it  meet  that  I 
should  congratulate  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  moved  the  Address  in  Reply  this  after- 
noon. It  is  just  twelve  months  since  I  occu- 
pied a  somewhat  similar  position,  and  the 
kindly  references  made  to  me  on  that  occasion 
were  very  sweet  music  to  my  ears  indeed.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  kindlier  words  can  be  said 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  moved  the 
Address  in  Reply  to-day,  with  greater  justice 
than  could  have  been  said  to  me.  I  was  very 
sorry  to  hear  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  find  fault  with  every  measure 
which,  in  the  almost  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
people  of  this  colony,  has  led  to  the  prosperous 
condition  of  the  country  at  the  present  time. 
We  find  that  when  members  of  the  other  House 
are  before  their  constituents  not  a  single  one 
of  them  has  the  courage  to  tell  the  people 
that  he  is  ready  to  repeal  any  of  those  mea- 
sures which  have  met  with  such  condemnation 
at  the  hands  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  It 
is  a  most  extraordinary  fact  that  members 
who  have  to  go  before  their  constituents  dare 
not  find  fault  with  these  measures ;  but  I  have 
only  to  look  back  a  few  years  and  compare  the 
past  with  the  present  for  an  explanation.  A 
great  poet  says, — 

Not  to  the  past,  bat  to  the  future  looks  true 

nobility. 
And  finds  its  blazon^in  posterity. 

But,  as  history  is  said  to  repeat  itself,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  look  at  the  past 
ocoasionsdly  for  future  guidance.  Now,  what 
was  the  condition  of  this  colony  ten  or  twelve 
years  ago?  We  saw  a  country  teeming  with 
prosperity— high  prices,  fine  harvests,  every- 
thing calculated  to  produce  prosperity;  but 
while  this  was  so,  we  also  saw  what  might  be 
regarded  as  paradoxical,  the  people  fleeing 
away  from  the  country,  while  sweating-dens 
disgraced  the  whole  of  our  cities,  and  all  termi- 
nated in  a  terrible  fratricidal  warfare  which 
paralysed  industry.  That  was  the  condition 
then ;  and  yet,  although  the  Industrial  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration  Act  has  remedied  all 
this,  and  many  other  Acts  have  contributed  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  colony,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
McLean  would  go  back  to  the  sweating, 
dens,  and  the  time  when  the  people  were  flee- 
ing from  the  land.  I  do  not  think  that  time 
will  allow  me  to  follow  the  honourable  gentle- 
man through  all  that  he  has  said ;  but  I  may 
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say  that,  with  regard  to  the  old-age  peusioDs, 
his  speech  was  oaloulated  to  refleot  on  the 
administration  of  justice  in  the  Stipendiary 
Magistrates'  Courts  of  this  colony.  We  all 
know  that  the  administration  of  the  Act  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates,  and 
that  the  police  officers  have  instructions  to 
make  the  minutest  inquiries  into  the  circum- 
stances and  position  of  applicants  for  a  pen- 
sion ;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  this,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  McLean  suggests  that  the  Act  has  been 
cbdministered  corruptly,  and  to  the  detriment 
of  the  people  of  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  would  like  to 
say  that  I  never  said  that  the  Act  was  adminis-  j 
tered  improperly.  I  said  the  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates are  perfectly  trustworthy,  but  that  the 
persons  who  brought  the  evidence  before  them 
were  untrustworthy.  I  said  the  Stipendiary 
Magistrates  administered  the  Act  according  to 
the  evidence,  and  no  charge  of  corruption  could 
lie  against  a  single  one  of  those  Stipendiary 
Magistrates. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TWOMEY.— Perhaps  I  mis- 
understood what  the  honourable  gentleman 
said,  but  I  think  his  utterances  were  liable  to 
the  construction  I  placed  on  them — namely, 
that  the  Magistrates  were  not  making  sufficient 
inquiry,  and  that,  consequenily,  people  were  ob- 
taining old-age  pensions  who  should  not  obtain 
them.  Again  I  might  say  that  not  a  single 
representative  of  a  constituency  dares  say  that 
he  would  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  Old-age 
Pensions  Act — not  even  those  who  opposed  its 
passing  into  law  in  the  first  case — and,  so  far 
as  I  can  see,  it  is  one  of  the  Acts  which  have 
been  accepted  generously  by  the  country  at 
large.  The  honourable  gentleman  was  un- 
usually virulent  and  vigorous.  I  must  con- 
gratulate him  on  having  risen  to  the  occasion 
and  made  an  excellent  speech ;  but  I  do  not 
know  why  he  should  have  imported  Federation 
and  other  matters  into  this  debate,  as  they 
really  have  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  but,  having 
imported  outside  questions  into  the  discussion, 
I  do  not  know  why  he  should  not  have  said 
a  word  or  two  about  the  Peace  Conference 
now  sitting  in  Europe.  I  find,  again,  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  ha^  brought  up  the 
question  of  the  Legislative  Council.  That 
seems  to  give  him  a  terrible  amount  of  trouble. 
It  gave  him  a  wonderful  amount  of  trouble  last 
year,  and  now  again  he  wants  to  throw  a  bait 
to  us  by  offering  us  life-membership.  I  do  not 
think — I  speak  for  myt^elf  alone,  although  I 
think  those  who  stand  on  the  same  footing  with 
me  will  re-echo  my  words — we  shall  accept  the 
bait.  I  believe,  myself,  this  Council  is  verging 
on  the  time  when  it  will  be  an  ideal  one  — that 
is,  when  so  many  will  go  out  every  year,  and 
others  will  be  reappointed  in  their  stead.  I 
spoke  of  this  before,  and  I  think  it  is  unneces- 
sary for  me  now  to  repeat  what  I  said  then. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  his  back  to  me 
when  he  was  speaking  on  the  loan,  and  I  did 
not  catch  very  well  what  he  said ;  but,  so  far 
as  I  oould  understand,  he  said  the  loan  realised 
96^,  and  then  he  reduced  it  to  83  by  subtract- 
ing the  accrued  sinking  fund. 

Hon,  Mr.  Twomey 


An  Hon.  Member.— 93. 

The    Hon.    Mr.    McLEAN.— I   never  men- 
tioned that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TWOMEY.— Oh,  very  well ; 
we  shall  have  nothing  to  do  with  finance,  so 
we  shall  pass  that  by.  Then,  he  went  over  the 
old  story,  and  gave  us  the  old  song,  and  sang  it 
very  sweetly,  about  the  advances  to  settlers.  It 
was  not  the  cheap  money  the  Government  ob- 
tained that  brought  down  the  rate  of  interest ! 
No ;  the  rate  of  interest  came  down,  he  tells  us, 
but  the  Government  cheap  money  had  no  effect 
at  all  on  the  local  market.  I  must  tell  the 
honourable  gentleman  what  the  condition  was 
previous  to  the  Government  obtGkining  this  loan. 
I  told  it  to  him  last  year,  but  I  will  repeat  it. 
Money  had  fallen  to  2 J  and  3  per  cent,  in  Aus- 
tralia, yet  the  bank  rate  of  interest  was  main- 
tained at  5  per  cent,  here  for  political  purposes, 
in  order  to  bring  the  Government  of  the  day 
into  disrepute.  The  honourable  gentleman  was 
so  intimately  acquainted  with  banking  in  those 
days  that  he,  I  am  sure,  will  bear  me  out.  Now, 
what  happened  then  ?  In  order  to  still  further 
embarrass  the  Govtmment,  the  banks  were 
sending  money  from  this  colony  over  to  Aus- 
tralia— taking  money — dear  money — out  of  this 
colony  to  lend  it  in  the  cheaper  market — a  most 
extraordinary  thing,  which  could  have  been  done 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  embarrass  the 
Government.  I  think  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  not  treated  the  Government  very  well 
to-day.  He  waited  till  the  Minister  had  spoken 
so  that  he  could  not  be  contradicted  fully.  The 
Minister,  of  course,  has  a  wider  knowledge  of 
these  details  and  affairs  in  general  than  I  can 
possibly  have,  or  than  many  other  members 
can  possess  ;  and  I  think  it  was  ungenerous  on 
his  part  to  wait  until  the  Minister  had  spoken 
before  delivering  to  us  his  wonderful  speech,  in 
which  he  reviewed  the  whole  of  the  Governor's 
Speech  and  a  great  deal  more.  Then,  he  has 
given  us  another  great  lecture  on  the  land  for 
Eettlements  ;  but  if  there  is  one  Act  of  the  pre- 
sent Government  more  popular  than  another, 
and  more  benevolent  in  its  influences,  it  is 
that  measure.  But  what  does  he  propose  ? 
He  proposes  to  stop  this  system,  and  send  the 
poor  man  penniless  into  the  back  country  to 
carve  out  the  woods  and  make  a  home  for  him- 
self. Instead  of  that  the  present  Government 
say  to  those  who  have  money,  *'  There  is  land 
in  the  back  country ;  you  have  the  means  to 
bring  it  within  the  influences  of  cultiva- 
tion ;  you  can  go  there.  But  here  are  the 
poor — they  are  penniless;  they  cannot  afford 
to  do  it,  and  we  shall  put  them  on  the  land 
from  which  they  can  get  an  immediate  re- 
turn." What  was  the  condition  ten  years 
ago  ?  Simply  that  it  was  an  utter  impossi- 
bility for  the  poor  man  to  obtain  a  piece  of 
land.  It  wflbs  absolutely  impossible  for  him  to 
do  so ;  and  we  know  also  that  for  the  men  who 
had  a  good  deal  of  money  it  was  next  to  im- 
possible to  get  on  to  the  land.  If  a  bit  of  land 
were  offered  for  sale  it  was  the  adjoining 
farmer  who  added  it  to  the  land  he  already 
possessed;  he  added  block  to  block,  and  so 
accumulated  large  areas,  and  where  he  oould 
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not  legally  do  it  himself  he  employed  a 
dummy.  That  was  the  condition.  The  de- 
foimod  liead  of  the  dummy  was  to  be  seen 
aterywhere,  and  I  suppose  this  is  the  personage 
whom  the  honourable  gentleman  would  like  to 
lee  reincarnated.  Now,  any  one  who  compares 
this  with  the  conditions  under  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act  will  have  no  difficulty  in 
arriving  at  a  conclusion  as  to  the  beneficent 
influence  of  the  latter  Act.  Then,  there  was 
the  suggestion  that  in  connection  with  this  Act 
there  is  corruption,  for  he  says  that  no  matter 
what  Government  may  be  in  power  it  is  open  to 
abuse.  Here,  again,  he  throws  reflections  on 
the  officers  of  the  State.  He  knows — we  all 
know — that  it 'is  impossible  for  the  Minister 
of  Lands  to  buy  a  single  inch  of  land  without 
the  consent  and  approval  of  the  Land  Pcirchase 
Commissioners.  Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man stand  up  and  maintain  that  the  Minister 
of  Lands  will  dare  to  attempt  to  influence  Mr. 
MeKerrow,  Mr.  McGowan,  or  any  of  the  other 
gentlemen  who  have  the  administration  of  this 
Aot  in  their  hands  ?  No,  he  will  not ;  but  such 
insinuations  as  he  has  hinted  at  I  do  not  care 
to  characterise,  lest  I  should  be  blamed  for 
giving  offence  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  a 
thing  I  would  greatly  regret  indeed.  Now,  with 
regard  to  the  Marine  scandal,  he  dealt  so 
gingerly  with  that  point  that  I  do  not  know 
whether  honourable  gentlemen  will  think  that 
I  am  justified  in  making  any  reference  to  it. 
Bat  be  told  us  that  it  was  unwise  on  the  part 
of  Ministers  in  such  matters  to  interfere  with 
the  routine  of  business ;  and  he  said,  too,  that 
Ministers  may  be  soft-hearted,  and  may  pos- 
sibly e^cpresft  a  wish  that  may  be  regarded  as 
safficient  by  the  officers.  Now,  as  to  the  af'ser- 
tion  that  it  might  be  unwise  for  Ministers 
to  interfere  with  the  routine  business  of  their 
departments,  what  on  earth  are  we  here 
for  nnless  it  is  to  look  after  these  depart- 
ments ?  Who  are  tlie  Ministers,  and  to  whom 
are  they  responsible?  Are  the  officers  to  go 
before  the  constituencies  and  be  responsible  to 
them  ?  Are  they  to  go  before  Parliament  and 
be  responsible  to  it  ?  No ;  but  the  Minister 
has,  and,  consequently,  on  all  occasions  this 
abeolnte  duty  is  imposed  upon  him — to  look  into 
the  details  and  the  routine  of  his  department. 
But  then,  even  disallowing  that,  we  find  that 
lo  long  as  the  Minister  kept  the  Marine  affairs 
in  his  own  hands  nothing  went  wrong.  The 
moment  it  passed  out  of  his  hands  then  com- 
menced the  Marine  scandal.  The  first  that 
was  asked  for  was  the  certificate  of  service, 
and  under  section  84  of  the  Aot  no  man  ex- 
cept the  Minister  of  Marine  can  grant  that 
oertifioato  of  service.  The  certificate  of  ser- 
vice can  only  be  granted  with  the  consent 
of  the  Minister  of  Marine,  according  to  sec- 
tion 34  of  the  Shipping  and  Seamen's  Act. 
That,  Sir,  is  a  fact ;  it  is  not  a  matter  of 
oipinion.  Now,  for  two  years  pressure  was 
brought  to  bear  times  out  of  number  on  the 
Minister  of  Marine  to  issue  this  certificate  of 
service,  and,  after  two  years  and  more,  he 
absolutely  refused  it.  The  matter  passed  out 
of  his  hands ;  it  then  became  a  matter  for  the 
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applicant  to  go  up  for  examination  and  prove 
his  competence.  It  passed  out  of  the  Minister's 
hands — he  had  no  more  to  do  with  it;  the 
applicant  went  up  for  examination,  a  fraudu- 
lent examination  was  conducted,  and  a  bogus 
certificate  was  issued. 

An    Hon.    Member.  —  The    certificate 
genuine. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TWOMEY.— Well,  my  adjec- 
tive may  not  be  altogether  correct,  but  I  do 
not  see  that  I  need  be  called  to  order  for  so 
slight  an  error.  I  think  there  is  nothing  extra- 
ordinary in  calling  it  a  bogus  certificate.  It 
was  obtained  by  fraudulent  means,  and,  con- 
sequently, ought  never  to  have  been  given. 
And  now  what  do  we  find  ?  That  there  are 
in  this  country  people  strttining  every  nerve 
with  the  view  of  bringing  the  Minister — and 
not  only  the  Minister,  but  Ministers — in  guilty 
of  issuing  this  fraudulent  certificate.  The 
Premier,  who  was  in  England,  and  who  knew 
no  more  about  it  than  the  man  in  the  moon,  is 
represented  as  the  heavy  villain  of  the  whole 
plot;  but  if  honourable  geutlemen  will  bear 
with  me  I  will  show  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
utter  impossibility  for  the  Premier  to  have  had 
anything  to  do  with  it.  Honourable  gentle- 
men have  not,  perhaps,  had  the  opportunity  of 
studying  the  quest  iou  properly,  for  the  reason 
that  the  Press  Association,  as  usual,  suppressed 
a  number  of  items  of  the  evidence  in  favour  of 
the  Minister.  There  was  not  a  word  about 
letters  that  passed  between  the  Minister  and 
officers  of  the  department  telegraphed  through- 
out  the  colony,  and  consequently  any  one  who 
has  not  read  the  papers  in  Wellington,  where 
the  evidence  was  published,  cannot  possibly 
understand  what  the  Marine  scandal  was  in 
its  entirety.  The  only  evidence  against  the 
Premier  is  that  he  sent  a  telegram  from 
Auckland  to  the  Minister  in  charge,  when  he 
was  leaving  for  England.  It  appears  that  the 
late  Captain  Fairchild — a  man  whom  every- 
body held  in  the  highest  esteem,  and  in  re- 
gard to  whom  the  Premier  might  be  pardoned 
for  being  influenced  by  his  opmion, — I  think 
you  will  all  admit  that  such  was  Captain  Fair- 
child, —  had  interceded  on  behalf  of  Captain 
Jones,  on  the  way  to  Auckland,  and  the  result 
was  that  the  Premier  sent  a  telegram  to  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Hall- Jones  to  try  to  have  the  Jones 
certificate  settled  one  way  or  the  other.  It  is 
represented  that  this  was  enough  from  the 
autocratic  Premier  to  cause  Mr.  Hall -Jones 
to  tremble  in  his  skin  and  immediately  settle 
the  matter.  Such  is  not  the  case.  This  Minis- 
ter, who  is  represented  as  trembling  in  his 
skin  at  the  frown  of  the  Premier,  absolutely 
refused  to  grant  a  certificate  of  service.  A 
certificate  of  service  was  never  granted,  for, 
after  a  long  delay,  it  was  absolutely  refused; 
and  the  Minister  said  that  the  only  way  in 
which  Captain  Jones  could  get  his  certificate 
was  by  proving  his  competency  by  examina- 
tion. Now,  up  to  the  time  that  the  Premier 
left  for  England  not  a  single  word  was  said 
about  an  examination.  It  was  three  months 
after  he  left  that  it  was  suggested  that  an 
examination  should  take  place.    That  exami- 


18 


Address  in  Beply. 


[COUNCIL.]       Address  in  Reply,       [June  27 


nation  took  place,  and  it  was  all  over  when 
he  returned  from  England.  It  was  therefore 
a  matter  of  moral  and  physical  impossibility 
for  the  Premier  to  have  inflaenoed  that 
examination  in  any  way  whatsoever,  and  con- 
sequently I  hold  as  a  fact — not  as  a  matter  of 
opinion,  but  as  an  absolute  fact — that  he  is  as 
guiltless  of  having  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
Marine  scandal  as  the  mflbn  in  the  moon.  Then, 
what  do  we  find  ?  The  case  came  before  the 
Court  here,  and  the  Premier  happened  to  be  in 
Dunedin  when  the  whole  thing  came  out,  and 
the  Premier  said,  *'  I  never  spoke  to  Mr.  Hall- 
Jones,  nor  did  I  write  to  him,  about  Captain 
Jones's  examination."  This  and  the  telegram 
from  Auckland  are  put  in  juxtaposition,  and 
they  are  held  up,  and  it  is  said,  **  You  see,  the 
Premier  is  telling  a  lie."  The  Premier  did  not 
tell  a  lie ;  he  told  the  absolute  truth,  for  the 
telegram  from  Auckland  dealt  with  the  certifi- 
cate of  service,  and  the  statement  in  Dunedin 
dealt  with  the  fraudulent  examination.  They 
were  two  different  things,  so  that  the  Pre- 
mier's statements  on  both  occasions  were 
absolutely  true.  That  is  a  matter  of  fact,  not 
of  opinion.  Now,  then,  we  find  it  is  held 
that  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  on  Captain 
AUman;  but  what  does  Captain  AUman  him- 
self say?  I  dare  say  you  have  all  read  it. 
He  said  as  follows :  *'  Just  at  that  moment 
Jones  interposed  and  said,  '  For  Ood's  sake. 
Captain,  don't  destroy  them '  (meaning  the 
papers).  *I  did  them  all  myself,  so  help  me 
God. '  He  pleaded  about  losing  his  billet,  his 
wife  and  family,  and  other  things,  and  in  a 
weak  moment  I  gave  way."  There  Captain 
Allman  pleads  guilty  ;  and  yet  there  are  people 
in  this  country  who  tell  us,  and  tell  him,  "  No, 
you  are  not  guilty.  It  is  the  Minister  who  is 
guilty,  not  you."  That  Ih  a  most  extraordinary 
thing.  Again,  we  find  that  a  miserable  little 
note  is  made  use  of  in  this  matter.  A  rough 
note  is  made  on  an  envelope,  is  addressed  to 
nobody,  signed  by  nobody,  undated,  containing 
nothing  of  an  official  nature,  but  apparently 
bearing  all  the  outward  semblance  of  a  little 
miserable  memorandum  on  which  the  Sultan 
of  Turkey  would  not  hang  a  cat.  This  is 
taken  by  the  officers  of  the  department  as  an 
official  document,  and  on  the  strength  of  it  they 
broke  laws  and  regulations,  and  assisted  in 
issuing  a  fraudulent  certificate.  Perhaps  it  is 
not  wise  under  existing  circumstances,  as  there 
is  an  investigation  going  to  take  place,  to  be  too 
severe  on  the  officers  of  the  department.  I  do 
not  wish  to  do  anything  in  that  respect,  but  I 
do  say  this:  that  there  are  very  suspicious 
circumstances  connected  with  the  afiair,  and 
that  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  about  it 
that  Mr.  Hall- Jones  is  completely  innocent  of 
the  slightest  knowledge  of  this  fraudulent  ex- 
amination. There  is  nothing  to  connect  him 
with  it.  One  of  the  officers  swore  that  he 
'Consulted  Mr.  Hall-Jones  about  this  envelope 
memorandum.  The  Minister  swore  he  did  not. 
Here  we  have  oath  against  oath,  and  we  ought 
to  believe  the  Minister  at  any  rate  as  soon  as 
the  officer  of  the  department.  But  there  is 
more  than  that  backing  up  the  oath  of  the 
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Minister :  there  is  the  written  acknowledge 
ment  of  the  head  of  the  department — his  written 
letter  to  the  Minister  previous  to  the  time  when 
he  thought  there  would  be  an  investigation. 
These  are  what  were  suppressed  by  the  Press 
Association,  and  they  are  of  so  much  importance 
that  I  will  ask  you  to  bear  with  me  while  I 
recbd  a  few  words.    He  says, — 

**If,  therefore,  it  is  decided  that  Captain 
AUman's  verbal  statements  and  the  note  on 
the  envelope  are  not  sufficient  Ministerial 
authority  for  the  memorandum  whioh  was 
written  to  the  Collector,  then  I  must  accept 
the  responsibility  and  submit  to  the  censure 
implied  in  your  minute  on  the  25th  instant, 
which,  without  these  further  •remarks  from 
me,  might  hereafter  be  deemed  to  be  directed 
againBt«Mr.  AUport. — (Signed)  W.  T.  Qlasqow, 
Secretary." 

He  does  not  say,  in  that,  he  consulted  the 
Minister.  No;  he  accepts  the  responsibility 
and  submits  to  the  censure.  He  first  of  all  said 
he  never  eaw  the  envelope,  but  on  second 
thoughts,  when  pressed  by  Mr.  Allport,  he  says 
he  recollects  it.  Then,  when  pressed  further, 
he  says  he  will  accept  the  responsibility  and 
submit  to  the  censure;  yet  he  goes  into  a 
Court  of  justice  and  swears  he  had  a  conversa- 
tion with  the  Minister  and  brought  it  under 
his  notice.  I  will  not  point  this  too  strongly, 
under  existing  circumstances,  but  I  will  in- 
dulge in  a  prophecy  —  my  name  is  pro- 
phetic—and it  is  this:  That  Ministers  will 
come  out  of  this  inquiry  as  clean  as  the  Pre- 
mier came  out  of  the  Bun  Tuck  inquiry.  Now, 
it  is  a  miserable  state  of  affairs  when,  in  order 
to  satisfy  the  Opposition,  the  statement  of  any 
jackanapes  who  makes  a  charge  against  the 
Government  is  used  until  it  becomes  a  neces- 
sity to  institute  an  inquiry  before  the  mouths 
of  the  Opposition  can  be  shut ;  and  even  then 
their  mouths  are  not  shut.  We  have  had  a 
Commission  consisting  of  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trates—  the  Horowhenua  inquiry  —  but  they 
were  the  corrupt  tools  of  the  Government,  we 
are  told.  If  a  Committee  of  the  House  is  set 
up,  they  are  said  to  consist  of  supporters  of  the 
Government,  and  will  not  tell  the  truth.  Here, 
now,  are  two  gentlemen,  in  whom  the  whole 
colony  has  confidence,  appointed  to  investigate 
this  Marine  question;  but  will  the  Opposition 
be  satisfied  with  the  result?  No;  forHbis 
reason  :  there  is  so  little  to  be  said  against  the 
present  Administration  that  they  are  extremely 
anxious  to  find  any  miserable  peg  on  which 
they  can  hang  an  accusation.  What,  there- 
fore, is  the  good  of  inquiry  ?  it  will  not  satisfy 
them  ;  they  will  not  be  satisfied.  Well,  I  have 
been  speaking  for  half  an  hour  now,'  and  I 
believe  that  is  the  limit  the  Council  gives.  I 
do  not  know  that  there  is  anything  else  whioh 
the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to.  Bat 
there  is  a  matter  that  I  think  escaped  all 
notice,  and  that  is  the  prosperity  of  the  colony. 
I  touched  on  that  matter  before.  I  think  it  is 
due  to  the  change  in  the  incidence  of  taxation, 
to  cheap  money,  to  the  land  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  to  the  banking  legislation  of  the 
Government  before  all,  for  it  settled  things  and 
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inspized  confidence.  We  all  used  to  say  that 
what  was  wrong  before  was  want  of  confidence, 
and  I  have  it  on  the  authority  of  an  eminent 
banker,  the  Hon.  George  McLean,  the  late 
chairman  of  the  Oolonial  Bank,  who  told  me 
immediately  after  the  banking  legislation  that 
they  were  sitting  on  a  financial  volcano,  and 
they  did  not  know  the  minute  it  would  burst 
-out.    Kow  this  volcano  is  extinct. 

An  Hon.  MsxBBB. — Confidential. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TWOMEY.— Ob,  no ;  it  was 
in  a  railway-carriage,  and  we  were  talking  on 
things  in  general ;  there  was  nothing  confiden- 
tial about  it,  or  anything  any  one  can  blame 
me  for  repeating.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  volcano 
is  now  extinct;  we  have  settled  down,  confi- 
dence has  been  restored,  and  hence  a  great 
deal  of  the  prosperity.  It  is  said  that  good 
government  cannot  make  a  country  prosperous. 
That  is  all  moonshine ;  good  government  can 
make  a  country  prosperous,  and  bad  govern- 
ment can  make  it  otherwise. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— Is.  a  bushel  on 
wheat  and  2d.  a  pound  on  wool  will  make  a 
oountry  prosperous  against  anything. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TWOMEY.— I  would  remind 
my  honourable  friend  that  twelve  years  ago, 
when  there  was  Is.  on  wheat,  and  2d.,  or  even 
6d.,  on  wool,  and  the  country  was  prosperous 
owing  to  high  prices,  the  result  was  that  the 
people  were  flying  out  of  the  land,  and  the  face 
of  the  country  was  disgraced  by  swaggers ;  soup 
kitchens  existed,  and  sweating-dens  were  to  be 
lound  all  over  our  cities.  That  was  what  in- 
creased prices  yielded  in  those  days  ;  but  what 
low  prices  yield,  under  the  more  beneficent 
system  of  this  Government,  is  prosperous 
times.  That  is  .a  sufficient  answer  to  the 
honourable  gentleman.  I  regret  having  taken 
tip  so  much  of  the  time  of  the  Council  with  my 
disconnected  discourse.  I  should  like  to  have 
entered  deeper  into  the  Marine  scandal  than  I 
have,  bat  I  will  not  ask  honourable  gentlemen 
to  listen  to  me  at  any  greater  length. 

Debate  adjourned. 

DEATH  OF  THE  LATE  SIR  JULIUS 

VOGEL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKER.  — Sir,  I 
desire  to  move  a  resolution  expressing  regret 
for  the  death  of  the  late  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  and 
ol  sympathy  with  his  widow  and  family.  All  of 
us  in  this  Chamber — at  any  rate,  those  who  in  old 
days  were  in  public  life— knew  the  honourable 
l^entleman  very  well.  Some  of  us  agreed  with 
lum,  others  disagreed ;  but  I  do  not  think  any 
one  of  us  can  charge  him  with  any  other  ambi- 
tion than  that  of  being  a  useful  and  unselfish 
servant  of  the  colony.  Whether  it  was  in 
Kew  Zealand,  or  whether  it  was  representing 
New  Zealand  elsewhere,  he  gave  himself  un- 
flparingly  to  the  work  he  took  in  hand ;  and 
with  a  great  belief  in  himself,  and  in  his 
ovm  energies  and  ideas,  he  was  at  the  same 
time  a  most  unselfish  and  most  satisfactory 
colleague  or  leader  to  those  who  had  to  work 
with  him.  That  he  left  his  family  not  too  well 
provided  for  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret ;  but  at 
jhe  same  time  it  is  not  his  singular  fate  to 


have  done  so,  because  it  has  been  the  case 
with  too  many  of  our  New  Zealand  politicians. 
We  therefore,  I  think,  should,  at  all  events,  do 
what  we  can  to  pay  a  tribute  to  his  memory, 
and  with  that  in  view  I  ask  the  Council  to  pass 
the  following  resolution:  That  this  Council 
desires  to  place  on  record  Us  high  sense  of  the 
distinguished  services  rendered  to  the  colony  by 
the  late  Sir  Julius  Vogel^  K.C.M.O.,  and  re- 
spectfully tenders  to  Lady  Vogel  and  family  an 
assurance  of  its  sincere  sympathy  with  them  in 
their  irreparable  loss. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  have  very  much 
pleasure,  Sir,  in  seconding  that  resolution.  I 
may  say  that  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  as  we  all  know, 
was  a  man  of  very  great  ability.  He  was  a 
man  who  never  spared  himself  in  the  course  of 
all  his  work  in  the  interests  of  the  colony.  He 
was  an  ambitious  man,  but  he  never  thought 
of  himself  when  working  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony.  .  I  may  say,  as  an  old  colleague  of  his, 
that  he  was  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  col- 
leagues and  leaders.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
he  was  a  man  of  extremely  sanguine  tempera- 
ment, and  it  was  well,  probably,  that  he  should 
have  been  surrounded  by  men  who  would  take 
advantage  of  that  temperament  to  wield  it  for 
the  good  of  the  colony.  He  was  a  man  who 
never  took  ofience  when  he  brought  down 
schemes  to  the  Cabinet  and  they  were  altered 
or  amended  in  any  way.  You  might  even 
tear  them  to  pieces,  and  he  would  never 
feel  in  the  slightest  degree  ofiended.  He 
would  simply  gather  up  the  threads  of  the 
opinions  of  his  colleagues  and  try  to  frame 
something  which  would  be  satisfactory  to  them 
all,  so  that  there  should  be  no  cause  for  dis- 
agreement amongst  them.  He  faithfully  endea- 
voured to  bring  the  ideas  of  his  colleagues  into 
his  labours  wherever  it  was  possible  for  him  to 
do  so.  I  recognise  that  his  circumstances  of 
late  have  not  been  such  as  we  would  like  to 
have  seen  them,  for  I  grieve  to  say  that  his 
people  are  left  not  at  all  well  off.  He  was  cer- 
tainly a  man  who  deserved  a  better  fate.  I 
have  very  much  pleasure  in  seconding  this 
resolution. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  KERR. — I  may  be  excused, 
Sir,  for  not  allowing  this  vote  to  go  without 
saying  a  word  or  two  on  behalf  of  the  late 
lamented  Sir  Julius  Vogel.  In  1861  I  was  as- 
sociated with  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  not  in  politics, 
but  as  one  of  thestafiof  the  Otago  Daily  Times, 
and  my  experience  is  that  he  was  kind  and 
generous  to  a  fault,  that  he  was  charitable  and 
well-disposed  to  nearly  every  one  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  Since  then  I  have  read  and 
watched  his  political  career  in  this  colony,  and 
I  can  honestly  say  that  he  has  been  a  great 
benefactor  to  it ;  that  he  has  introduced  mea- 
sures and  arranged  the  affairs  of  this  colony 
in  such  a  way  that  we  in  these  times,  and  even 
those  who  will  come  after  us,  will  reap  the 
benefit.  I  regret  also  that  his  family  have  not 
been  left  in  affluent  circumstances.  That,  Sir, 
shows  his  disinterestedness,  so  far  as  public 
life  is  concerned.  He  was  too  charitable  and 
honest  to  accumulate  money,  and  therefore  I 
regret  that  he  has  not  left  his  family  better  off. 
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I  have  znuoh  pleasure  in  supporting  a  resolu- 
tion that  redounds  to  his  memory. 

Molion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twelve  minutes  to 
five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday^  27th  June,  1899. 


First  Beadincs— Royal  Commission  on  Marine  Cer- 
tiflcates— Leave  of  Absence— Death  of  the  late 
Sir  Julius  Vogel— Address  in  Reply. 


Mr.  Spraksr  took  the  ohair  at  half-past  two 
•*olock,  p.m. 

Prayers. 

FIRST  READINGS. 

Ghristchurch  City  Borrowing  Bill,  Marl- 
borough HiRh  School  Biil,  Contempt  of  Court 
Bill,  Libel  Bill,  Divorce  Amendment  Bill,  Abso- 
lute Majority  Bill,  Elective  Executive  Bill, 
Removal  of  Women's  Disabilities  Bill,  Com- 
panies Bill,  Heatbcote  Sanitation  Bill,  Colo- 
nial Option  Bill,  Administration  for  the  Lands 
of  Natives  Bill,  Roads  -  obstruction  Prevention 
Bill,  Preferential  Voting  and  Proportional  Re- 
presentation Bill,  Usury  Prevention  Bill,  Mu- 
nicipal Franchise  Reform  Extension  Bill,  Public 
Contracts  Bill,  Rating  on  Unimproved  Value 
Bill,  Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  Immigration 
Restriction  Bill,  Mortgages  Bill,  Rating  Bill, 
Workers'  Compensation  for  Accidents  Bill, 
Counties  Vehicle  -  licensing  Bill,  Auctioneers 
Bill,  Government  Railways  Bill,  Shorthand 
Reporters  Bill,  Weights  and  Measures  Bill. 

ROYAL    COMMISSION    ON    MARINE 
CEIiTlFICATES. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  said  he 
would  like  to  ask  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier, 
without  notice,  the  names  of  the  members  of 
the  Royal  Commission  Ministers  had  recom- 
mended His  Excellency  to  ret  up  to  inquire  as 
to  the  conditions  under  which  marine  officers' 
certificates  had  been  obtained,  and  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  duties  and  powers  of  the 
Commission. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  did  him  the  honour  of  sending 
him  a  note  intimating  his  intention  to  ask  this 
question  without  notice.  He  might  say  that 
the  Commissioners  appointed  were  his  Honour 
Judge  Ward  and  Dr.  Giles,  ex- Stipendiary 
Magistrate.  The  scope  and  powers  of  the 
Commission  were  full  in  the  extreme.  There 
was  no  limit  as  to  time. 

Hon.  Members.— Oh,  oh  ! 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  honourable  members  were 
laughing  before  they  were  out  of  the  wood. 
They  found  that  it  was  necessary  that  in- 
quiries should  go  back  beyond  the  time  of  the 
present  Administration,  and  that  was  the  limit 
of  time  to  which  he  referred.  The  time  within 
which  the  Commission  was  to  report  was  one 
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month  ;  that  was  the  time  fixed  by  the  com- 
mission. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston).— From  when? 

Mr.  SEDDON. — From  the  issue  of  the  com- 
mission. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— When  will  it  be  issued? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  already  issued,  so 
that  they  anticipated  by  the  end  of  July  they 
would  have  the  report  of  the  Commissioners 
on  the  table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (ChriRtchurch  City).— Will 
Ministers  pive  evidence? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  remind  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City 
(Mr.  Taylor),  who  seemed  to  know  something 
about  everything,  that  probably  he  might  be  a 
material  witness  in  this  case,  and  he  hoped 
the  honourable  member  would  cut  a  better 
figure  than  he  did  on  the  Police  Commission. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked,  what  about  the  figure 
the  Premier  cut  on  the  Police  Commission  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  under  all  and  any 
circumstances  his  figure  compared  more  than 
favourably  with  that  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. He  was  somewhat  surprised  to  think 
that  such  an  important  question  should  be 
dealt  with  in  so  hilarious  a  manner  by  the 
House.  He  was  surprif«ed  and  disappointed,, 
because  when  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
asked  the  question  he  was  very  serious,  and 
intended  to  be  taken  seriously,  and  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  was  replying  to  him,  of  course,  in  the 
fame  spirit.  First  of  all,  the  scope  of  the  Com- 
mission would,  of  course,  deal  with  certificates 
— the  issuing  of  the  certificates  and  the  ex- 
amination for  those  certificates.  It  would  deal 
with  the  manner  in  which  candidates  had  been 
examined.  They  had  correspondence  under 
that  head  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  J.  Hutoheson),  who  had 
interested  himself  in  the  matter,  to  the 
efiect  that  some  candidates  complained  that 
they  had  not  been  fairly  treated  during  the 
course  of  the  examination.  There  were  cases 
also  where  it  was  claimed  that  candidates 
to  whom  certificates  had  been  issued  had  been 
unduly  favoured.  Therefore  the  scope  of  the 
Commission  was  wide  in  the  extreme.  There 
were  certificates  held  now  by  many  master 
mariners  and  mates  which  had  been  obtained 
after  due  and  proper  examination,  and  there 
was  no  doubt  what  had  occurred  had  to  some 
extent  tarnished  these  certificates,  and  in  their 
interest  the  Government  deemed  it  advisable 
that  the  investigaticn  should  be  searching 
in  character,  and  the  Commission  had  .been 
framed  accordingly. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  he  supposed  the  Commis- 
sioners knew  all  about  marine  matters. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  did  not,  of  course^ 
undertake  to  say  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Palmerston  was  not  casting  a  slur  upon  the 
gentlemen  who  had  been  appointed,  out  he 
himself  had  every  confidence  as  to  their 
ability  to  sift  evidence.  It  was  not  deemed 
feasible  or  possible  to  place  experts  on  the 
Commission,  but,  of  course,  there  would 
be  the  evidence  of  experts,  and  they  could 
fully    aid     and    assist    the    Commissioners. 
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At  all  events,  there  was  one  thing  about  the 
Commission,  and  that  was  there  was  no 
political  intrifl;ue.  He  said  so  without  the 
slightest  reservation.  He  would  look  into 
the  matter  of  laying  the  Commission  on  the 
table  of  the  House  before  the  Gommi^^sion  had 
been  returned  to  His  Excellency.  He  would 
keep  within  constitutional  lines  in  that  refipeot. 
So  far  as  the  Commission  itself  was  concerned, 
he  did  not  see,  after  the  Gommissionerd  had  sat, 
that  there  should  be  any  difficulty  in  allowing 
its  text  to  be  fully  known.  The  Commission, 
of  course,  would  be  returned  in  the  ordinary 
course,  and  would  be  dealt  with  then ;  but 
whether  or  not  it  was  usudJ  or  cou8titu»;ional 
to  lay  a  Commission  which  had  not  been  dealt 
with  by  the  Commissioners  on  the  table  of  the 
House  was  a  matter  whicb  he  had  noc  had 
time  to  look  into,  seeing  that  he  had  only  re- 
ceived notice  from  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
dariog  the  luncheon  hour.  Howeve'*,  lie  would 
look  into  that,  and,  so  far  as  the  Government 
was  concerned,  and  speaking  for  them,  he  said 
they  cared  not  who  knew  the  scope  of  the  Com- 
miEeion.  It  would  be  very  full  and  complete, 
and  he  tru^^ted  it  would  meet  the  views  and 
wishes  of  those  deeply  concerned  in  the  ques- 
tion. 

Captain  BUSSELL  asked  if  be  undcrntood 
the  l?remier  to  say  that,  if  after  he  had  in- 
quired into  this  question  he  found  it  was  nob 
unconstitutional  to  lay  the  Commission  on  the 
table  of  the  House,  be  would  adopt  that  plan  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  adopt  that 
coarse  if  there  was  a  precedent  for  it. 

Hon.  Uembkrs. — No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  of  oourse  they  were  mak- 
ing precedents,  but  he  wanted  time  to  look  into 
the  matter.  He  had  almost  had  a  surptise  in 
respect  to  this  inattf^r,  and  he  had  met  the 
leader  of  tho  Opposition  in  dealing  with  a 
matter  of  this  importance  in  a  manner  in 
which  he  thougbb  his  position  entitled  him. 
There  was  no  objection  so  far  as  he  knew,  and  if 
he  found  that  was  the  case  he  would  have  no 
objection.  At  all  events,  he  expected  the  Com- 
missioners themselves,  when  they  receive.i  their 
Commission,  would  be  able  to  deal  with  the 
matter. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea).~The  Com- 
mission  from  the  Governor  would  have  to  be 
read  at  the  opening  of  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  what  he  meant, 
bat  that  was  a  different  matter  to  layin^;  tho 
Commission  (^n  the  tible  of  the  House.  There 
was  no  doubt  the  Commission  itself  would 
probably  be  made  public  by  the  Commissioners. 
However,  he  would  confer  with  the  honourable 
member  as  soon  as  he  had  made  inquiries.  So 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  did  not  care  who 
knew  the  scone  of  the  Commission. 

Mr.  PIR.\NI  would  like  to  ask  the  Premier 
whether  the  scopa  of  the  Commission  would 
include  the  relations  of  Ministers  in  connection 
with  the  issno  of  tli<^se  certificates. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  of  course  he  had  received 
no  notice  from  the  honourable  member  for 
i'almarsto.i    that    ha    was  going  to  ask   this 


!  question,  and,  under  the  oircumstances,  he 
hoped  the  honourable  member  would  put  it  on 
the  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  a^'ked  if  the  Premier  would 
tell  the  House  whether  the  Dr.  Giles  men- 
tioned in  this  Comnii-sion  was  not  also  to 
conduct  an  inquiry  into  the  railway  disaster 
at  Rakaia ;  and,  if  so,  could  he  conduct  two 
inquiries  at  once,  or  would  this  inqu  ry  coma 
on  after  the  railway  inquiry  had  concluded. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  anticipated  the 
Rakaia  inquiry  would  occupy  a  we<k. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— You  are  very  hopeful. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  at  any  rate,  that  was 
what  was  anticipated.  Tne  Government,  of 
course,  did  not  know  everything,  as  tiie  honour- 
able member  fcr  Christchurch  City  appeared 
t^  do.  Certobin  preliminaries  had  yet  to  ba 
gone  through,  and  when  they  had  b.en  dealt 
with  the  Commissioners  would  have  every 
facility  to  complete  ihcir  work. 

LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  moved.  That  two 
months'  leave  of  a1>.^(nce  bo  graned  to  the 
Hon.  Mr.  J.  McKenzie,  0:1  account  of  absence 
in  England. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Pat^a)  said  the  House 
would,  no  doubt,  unanimously  grant  the  leave  of 
absence  asked  for,  and  morn  of  it,  if  only  on 
account  of  the  oaubC  that  had  taken  the  Hon. 
Mr.  McKenzie  away  from  the  colony ;  but  he 
(Mr.  Hutchison)  wouVI  Niiggest  that  tliis  was  an 
appropriate  opportuui<y  for  ti)e  Premier  to  in- 
form the  House  and  ihe  country  tlip  conditions 
under  which  the  honour  ible  gentleman  had 
left.  For  instance,  did  he  continue  to  draw  his 
salary  as  Minister  of  Lan  Is ;  secon  Uy,  was  any 
further  payment,  to  be  made  to  him  on  account 
of  his  trip;  and,  thirdly,  was  he  provided  with 
a  private  secretary  at  the  cost  of  the  public? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  most  unusual  to 
put  questions  of  the  kind  at  such  a  tim-\  and, 
without  saying  anything  stronger,  he  doubted 
very  much  if  there  was  any  proc  dfnt  for 
giving  replies  to  such  questions  as  those  put 
by  the  hon  turable  membt^r.  The  chief  cause 
of  the  al>!4cnce  from  tho  colony  of  his  honour- 
able collcag  in  was  well  kno>vn.  As  to  the 
matter  nf  stlirv  and  expenses,  he  was  quite 
prepared  at  the  pr>p  r  time  t)  give  the  fullest 
information  to  tho  Hmse,  but  at  presort  it 
was  out  of  plao  t  >  ask  the  questions,  and  it 
would  certainly  ba  unprecedet.ted  to  give  the 
information  that  was  asked  for.  Tne  nioiion 
before  the  Houso  wtts  to  gra^it  leave  of  ab- 
sence to  one  w  10  had  done  great  service  to 
the  colony — one  who  had  suffered  in  health  in 
doing  that  s^rvic  * ;  and  he  was  sure  the  finer 
feelings  of  members  of  the  House  would  not 
nq'iire  him  to  ansvver  at  the  pr.>sent  time  the 
quusiions  put  by  the  honouraolo  member  for 
Patea. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  it  was 
agreed.  That  one  mo.ith's  leave  of  absence  be 
granted  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  WarJ,  on  urg.nt  pri- 
vate affairs. 
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I  have  much  pleasure  in  supporting  a  resolu- 
tion that  redfjunds  to  his  memory. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twelve  minutes  to 
five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  27th  June,  1899. 


First  Beadings— Boyal  Commission  on  Marine  Cer- 
tificates— Leave  of  Absence— Death  of  the  late 
Sir  Julius  Vogel— Address  in  Reply. 


Mr.  Spraker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
•'clock,  p.m. 

PlUTEBS. 

FIRST  READINGS. 

Ghristchuroh  City  Borrowing  Bill,  Marl- 
borough Hif^h  School  Bill,  Contempt  of  Court 
Bill,  Libel  Bill,  Divorce  Amendment  Bill,  Abso- 
lute Majority  Bill,  Elective  Executive  Bill, 
Removal  of  Women's  Dihabilities  Bill,  Com- 
panies Bill,  Heatbcote  Sanitation  Bill,  Culo- 
Dial  Option  Bill,  Administraiicn  for  the  Lands 
of  Natives  Bill,  Roads  -  obstruction  Prevention 
Bill,  Preferential  Voting  and  Proportional  Re- 
presentation Bill,  Usury  Prevention  Bill,  Mu- 
nicipal Franchise  Reform  Extension  Bill,  Public 
Contracts  Bill,  Rating  on  Unimproved  Value 
Bill,  Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  Immigration 
Restriction  Bill,  Mortgages  Bill,  Rating  Bill, 
Workers*  Compensation  for  Accidents  Bill, 
Counties  Vehicle -licensing  Bill,  Auctioneers 
Bill,  Government  Railways  Bill,  Shorthand 
Reporters  Bill,  Weights  and  Measures  Bill. 

ROYAL    COMMISSION    ON    MARINE 
CERTIFICATES. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  said  he 
would  like  to  ask  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier, 
without  notice,  the  names  of  the  members  of 
the  Royal  Commission  Ministers  had  recom- 
mended His  Excellency  to  Fet  up  to  inquire  as 
to  the  conditions  under  which  marine  officers' 
certificates  had  been  obtained,  and  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  duties  and  powers  of  the 
Commission. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  did  him  the  honour  of  sending 
him  a  note  intimating  his  intention  to  ask  this 
question  without  notice.  He  might  say  that 
the  Commissioners  appointed  were  his  Honour 
Judge  Ward  and  Dr.  Giles,  ex  Stipendiary 
Magistrate.  The  scope  and  powers  of  the 
Commission  were  full  in  the  extreme.  There 
was  no  limit  as  to  time. 

Hon.  Members.— Oh,  oh  I 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  honourable  members  were 
laughing  before  they  were  out  of  the  wood. 
They  found  that  it  was  necessary  that  in- 
quiries should  go  back  beyond  the  time  of  the 
present  Administration,  and  that  was  the  limit 
of  time  to  which  he  referred.  The  time  within 
which  the  Commission  was  to  report  was  one 
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month ;  that  was  the  time  fixed  by  the  com- 
mission. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston).— From  when? 

Mr.  SEDDON. — From  the  issue  of  the  com- 
mission. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— When  will  it  be  issued? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  already  issued,  so 
that  they  anticipated  by  the  end  of  July  they 
would  have  the  report  of  the  CommissionerB 
on  the  table  of  the  Houiio. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Ghristchuroh  City).— Will 
Ministers  give  evidence? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  remind  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchutch  City 
(Mr.  Taylor),  who  seemed  to  know  something 
about  everything,  that  probably  he  might  be  a 
material  witness  in  this  case,  and  he  hoped 
the  honourable  member  would  out  a  better 
figure  than  he  did  on  the  Police  Commission. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked,  what  about  the  figure 
the  Premier  cut  on  the  Police  Commission  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  under  all  and  any 
circumstances  his  figure  compared  more  than 
favourably  with  that  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. He  was  somewhat  surprised  to  think 
that  such  an  important  question  should  be 
dealt  with  in  so  hilarious  a  manner  by  the 
House.  He  was  surpriRcd  and  disappointed^ 
because  when  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
asked  the  question  he  was  very  serious,  and 
intended  to  be  taken  seriously,  and  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  was  replying  to  him,  of  course,  in  the 
came  spirit.  First  of  all,  the  scope  of  the  Com- 
mission would,  of  course,  deal  with  certificates 
— the  issuing  of  the  certificates  and  the  ex- 
amination for  those  certificates.  It  would  deal 
with  the  manner  in  which  candidates  had  been 
examined.  They  had  correspondence  under 
that  head  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  J.  Hutcheson),  who  bad 
interested  himself  in  the  matter,  to  the 
efiect  that  some  candidates  complained  that 
they  had  not  been  fairly  treated  during  the 
course  of  the  examination.  There  were  oases 
also  where  it  was  claimed  that  candidates 
to  whom  certificates  had  been  issued  had  been 
unduly  favoured.  Therefore  the  scope  of  the 
Commission  was  wide  in  the  extreme.  There 
were  certifioates  held  now  by  many  master 
mariners  and  mates  which  had  been  obtained 
after  due  and  proper  examination,  and  there 
was  no  doubt  what  had  occurred  had  to  some 
extent  tarnished  these  certificates,  and  in  their 
interest  the  Government  deemed  it  advisable 
that  the  investigation  should  be  searching 
in  character,  and  the  Commission  had  .been 
framed  accordingly. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  he  supposed  the  Commis- 
sioners knew  all  about  marine  matters. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  did  not,  of  course^ 
undertake  to  say  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Palmerston  was  not  casting  a  slur  upon  the 
gentlemen  who  had  been  appointed,  but  he 
himself  had  every  confidence  as  to  their 
ability  to  sift  evidence.  It  was  not  deemed 
feasible  or  possible  to  place  experts  on  the 
Commission,  but,  of  course,  there  would 
be  the  evidence  of  experts,  and  they  could 
fully    aid     and    assist    the    Commissioners* 
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At  all  events,  there  was  one  thing  about  the 
Commission,    and    that    was    there    was   no 
politick   inlrigae.      He  said  so  without  the 
slightest    reservation.      He    would    look    into 
the  matter  of  laying  the  Commission  on  the 
table  of  the  House  before  the  Commission  had 
been  returned  to  His  Excellency.    He  wouH 
keep  within  constitutional  lines  in  that  respeot. 
So  far  as  the  Commission  itself  was  concerned, 
he  did  not  see,  after  the  Commissioners  had  sat, 
that  there  sboald  be  any  difficulty  in  allowing 
its  text  to  be  fully  known.    The  Commi-^siou, 
of  course,  would  be  returned  in  the  ordinary 
coarse,  and  would  be  dealt  with  then ;   but 
whether  or  not  it  was  usual  or  constitu^iional 
to  lay  a  Commission  which  had  not  been  dealt 
with  by  the  Commissioners  on  the  table  of  the 
Hou^e  was  a  matter  whicb   he  had  not   had 
time  io  look  into,  seeing  that  he  had  only  re- 
ceived notice  from  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
during  the  luncheon  hour.    Howevs'-,  lio  would 
look  ioU)  that,  and,  so  far  as  the  Government 
was  concerned,  and  speaking  for  them,  he  said 
they  cared  not  who  knew  the  scope  of  the  Com- 
miEfiioD.    It  would  be  very  full  and  complete, 
and  he  trusted  it  would  meet  the  views  and 
wishes  of  those  deeply  concerned  in  the  ques- 
tion. 

Captain  KUSSELL  asked  if  he  understood 
the  Premier  to  say  that,  if  after  he  had  in- 
quired into  this  question  he  found  it  was  nob 
UDCoustitutional  to  lay  the  Commisrsion  on  the 
table  of  the  House,  he  would  adopt  that  plan  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  adopt  that 
course  if  there  was  a  precedent  for  it. 

Hon.  Members. — No. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  of  course  they  were  mak- 
iog  precedents,  but  he  wanted  time  to  look  into 
the  matter.  He  had  almost  had  a  surprise  in 
respect  to  thi»  inattf^r,  and  he  had  met  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  in  dealing  >\ith  a 
matter  of  this  importanco  in  a  manner  in 
which  he  thought  his  position  entitled  him. 
There  was  no  obj  jclion  so  far  as  he  knew,  and  if 
he  found  that  was  the  case  he  would  have  no 
objection.  At  all  events,  he  expected  the  Com- 
missioners themselves,  when  they  receive i  their 
Commission,  would  be  able  to  deal  with  the 
matter. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea).~The  Com- 
mission  from  the  Governor  would  have  to  be 
i%ad  at  the  opening  of  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  what  he  meant, 
but  that  was  a  different  matter  to  laying  the 
Commission  on  the  t  wble  of  the  House.  There 
was  no  doubt  the  Commission  itself  would 
piobablybe  made  public  by  the  Commissioners. 
However,  he  would  confer  with  the  honourable 
member  as  soon  as  he  had  made  inquiries.  So 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  did  not  care  who 
knew  the  scone  of  the  Commission. 

Mr.  PIRANI  would  like  to  ask  the  Premier 
"Whether  the  scope  of  the  Commission  would 
include  the  relauons  of  Ministers  in  connexion 
with  the  issue  of  these  certificates. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  of  course  he  had  received 
no  notice  from  tlte  honourable  member  for 
iPalmsreto.i    that    he    was  going   to  ask  this 


!  question,  and,  under  the  circumstances,  he 
hoped  the  honourable  member  would  put  it  on 
the  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  a^ked  if  the  Premier  would 
tell  the  House  whetlier  the  Dr.  Giles  men- 
tioned in  this  Commission  was  not  also  to 
oonduot  an  inquiry  into  the  railway  disaster 
at  Kakaia ;  and,  if  so,  could  he  conduct  two 
inquiries  at  once,  or  would  this  inqu  ry  come 
on  after  the  railway  inquiry  had  concluded. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  anticipated  the 
Rakaia  inquiry  would  occupy  a  we.k. 

Mr.  T.\YLOR.— You  are  very  hopeful. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  at  auy  rate,  that  was 
what  was  anticipated.  Tne  Government,  of 
course,  did  not  know  everything,  as  the  honour- 
able member  fcr  Christcimrch  City  appaared 
tj  do.  Certain  preliminaries  had  yet  to  be 
gone  through,  and  when  they  had  b.en  dealt 
with  the  CommiFsioners  would  have  every 
facility  to  complete  their  work. 

LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  moved.  That  two 
months'  leave  of  aln*  nee  bo  granted  to  the 
Hon.  Mr.  J.  McKenzie,  oa  account  of  absence 
in  England. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Pat^a)  said  the  House 
would,  no  doubt,  unanimously  grant  the  leave  of 
absenc-3  asked  for,  and  more  of  it,  if  only  on 
account  of  the  cause  that  had  taken  the  Hon. 
Mr.  McKenzie  away  from  the  colony ;  but  he 
(Mr.  Hutchison)  wouM  suggest  that  this  was  an 
appropriate  opportunity  for  tbe  Premier  to  in- 
form the  House  and  the  country  the  conditions 
under  which  the  honour  ib-e  gentleman  liad 
left.  For  instance,  did  he  continue  to  draw  his 
salary  as  Minister  of  Lan  ^s;  seconlly,  was  any 
further  paymeno  to  be  made  to  him  on  account 
of  bis  trip;  and,  tliirdly,  was  ho  provided  with 
a  private  secretary  at  the  cost  of  tlie  public? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  most  unusual  to 
put  questions  of  the  kind  at  such  a  tim>^,  and, 
without  saying  anything  stronger,  he  doubted 
very  much  if  there  was  any  pr^'c  di^nt  for 
giving  replies  to  such  questions  as  those  put 
by  the  hon  )urable  member.  The  chief  cause 
of  the  absence  from  the  cDlony  of  his  houour- 
able  coUcag  lA  was  well  kno.vn.  As  to  the 
matter  of  siltrv  and  expenses,  he  was  quite 
prepared  at  the  pr.>p  r  time  tr>  give  the  fullest 
information  to  th'^  Hmse,  but  at  presort  it 
was  out  of  plao  t  >  ask  the  questions,  and  it 
would  certainly  ba  unprecedei.tiid  to  give  the 
information  that  was  asked  for.  Tne  moiion 
before  the  House  was  to  grant  leave  of  ab- 
sence to  one  w  10  had  done  great  service  to 
the  colony— one  wh)  had  suffered  in  health  in 
doing  that  s^^rvic  * ;  and  he  was  sure  tiie  finer 
feeling.^  of  members  of  the  House  would  not 
require  him  to  ausvver  at  the  present  time  the 
questions  pub  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Pa  tea. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  it  was 
a:!rced,  That  cne  moatn's  leave  of  absence  be 
gr<inted  to  the  H^u.  Mr.  Ward,  on  urg-nt  pri- 
vate affairs. 
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DEATH  OF  THE  LATE  SIR  JULIUS 

VOGEL. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— Mr.  Speaker,— I, 
with  deep  regret,  wish  the  House  to  pass  a 
resolation  condoling  with  the  widow  and  rela- 
tives of  the  late  Sir  Julius  Vogel.  It  is  pro- 
bably an  unusual  course,  but  all  will  admit 
that  the  services  rendered  to  this  colony  by  the 
deceased  statesman  deserve  at  our  hands  the 
consideration  which  I,  by  moving  this  resolu- 
tion, propose  they  should  have.  Coming  to 
this  colony  friendless  and  unknown,  labouring 
under  the  unwarranted  prejudices  which  his 
race  endures,  it  is  all  the  more  to  his  credit,  as 
it  has  been  to  the  profit  of  the  colony,  and  the 
enlightenment  and  p^rogress  of  its  people,  that 
he  rendered  such  signal  services.  Otago  especi- 
ally may  feel  proud  indeed  in  having  given  the 
first  opportunity  for  Sir  Julius  Vogel  to  enter 
public  life.  As  a  member  of  the  Provincial 
Council  his  labours  were  for  the  gcod  of  that 
part  of  the  colony,  and  evidence  is  to  be 
found  there  of  his  far-sightedness  in  seeing 
that  due  provision  was  made  for  the  future, 
as  well  as  in  seeing  to  the  things  that  were 
required  in  the  days  when  he  was  a  repre- 
sentative in  the  Provincial  Council.  He  was 
first,  I  believe,  returned  to  Parliament  as  a 
representative  of  a  constituency  in  that  pro- 
vincial district,  and  I  am  sure  I  am  voicing 
the  opinion  of  the  journalists  of  this  colony 
when  I  say  that  they  are  proud  indeed  to  have 
had  in  their  ranks  such  a  distinguished  mem- 
ber. As  to  the  services  he  has  rendered  to  the 
colony,  it  may  be  well  that  I  should  enumerate 
them,  and  so  place  them  on  record.  In  1862 
he  entered  the  Provincial  Council  of  Otago. 
I  have  here — but  if  it  is  questioned  I  will  not 
repeat  it— that  be  was  Superintendent  of  the 
province.  In  1863  he  entered  the  House  of 
Representatives.  In  1869  he  entered  the  Fox 
Ministry,  being  Colonial  Treasurer  until  1872, 
as  well  as  holding  other  offices.  In  1870  he 
was  the  originator  of  the  public- works  policy. 
He  established  the  San  Francisco  mail-service, 
the  Government  Life  Insurance  Department, 
and  the  Public  Trust  Office.  At  the  end  of 
1874  he  visited  England  to  negotiate  a  loan, 
and  to  establish  cable  communication,  and  on 
that  occasion  he  was  knighted.  In  1876  he 
returned  to  New  Zealand,  and  resumed  his 
place  as  Prime  Minister.  At  the  end  of 
1876  he  again  went  to  London,  this  time 
as  Agent-General,  and  he  retained  that  office 
until  1881.  In  1884  he  returned  to  New  Zea- 
land and  re-entered  political  life  as  Colonial 
Treasurer  in  the  Stout- Vogel  Administration. 
and  remained  in  office  until  1887.  I  say  that 
that  is  a  record  that  any  man  holding  a  public 
position  might  be  proud  of  ;  and  those  who  are 
left  behind  to  mourn  his  loss  know  the  great 
sacrifices  that  were  made  by  him,  and  they 
should  also  feel  that  we  recognise  the  honour 
that  he  has  done  to  them,  and  that  his  services 
have  been  of  great  profit  to  his  fellow-men. 
There  may  be  differences  of  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  public-works  policy,  but  I  say  here,  and 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  as  first  con- 
ceived and  introduced  it  was  far-seeing  and  far- 


reaching,  and  that  it  has  helped  to  raise  thii ' 
colony,  to  increase  its  progress,  and  to  bring  it 
years  ahead  of  where  it  would  have  been  had 
that  policy  not  been  inaugurated.     As  regards 
the  establishment  of  the  Public  Trust  Office, 
even  now  in  other  parts  of  the  world  they  are 
copying  the  work  that  was  then  done  by  Sit 
Julius  Vogel.     And  I  may  say  that    what  he 
then  indicated  he  looked  forward  to  has  been 
more  than  fully  realised.   There  were  those  wha 
at  the  time  doubted  the  right  or  the  duty  of  the 
State  to  do  this,  yet  I  think  it  has  proved  of  such 
benefit  that  all  objections  have  been  removed, 
and  that  credit  must  be  given  to  the  master 
mind  that  conceived  and  established  the  Public 
Trust  Office.    In  respect  to   the   Government 
insurance  scheme,  the  working  of  that  depart* 
ment  and  the  advantage  it  has  been  to  the 
colony,  as  well  as  to  those  most  closely  oon-* 
nected  therewith,  is  unquestionable.    •Taking 
it  purely  from  a  public  standpoint  and  from  a 
Government  standpoint,  it  has  been  of  immenM 
benefit ;  and  in  this  respect,  too,  there  are  other 
colonies  and  other  count) ies  that  are  now  copy- 
ing the  example  of  New  Zealand.    As  to  our 
railways,  the  name  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel  is  asso- 
ciated with  their  construccion,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that,  had  his  schemes  as  first  conceived 
been  carried  out  in  their  entirety,  many  of  the 
complaints  we  hear  now  would  never  have  been 
made.    More  particularly  do  I  mention  his  name 
in  connection  with  the  Midland  Railway — the 
connection  of  Nelson  and  the  West  Coast  with 
Canterbury  by  this  means.    That  the  schema 
has  not  proved  to  the  advantage  of  the  colony, 
or  has  not  worked  smoothly,  must  not  rest 
upon  the  man  who  conceived  it  and  who  intro- 
duced it.    As  a  statesman,  as  a  journalist,  and 
as  an  author,  Sir  Julius  Vogel's  name  must- 
ever  be  favourably  mentioned.     When  reading, 
as  each  member  of  the  House  must  occasionally 
do,  of  the  yields  of  gold  which  are  dredged  from 
the  bed  of  the  Molyneux  Kiver,  I  hope  they 
will  cast  their  minds  back  to  the  time  when  a 
work  of  fiction  was  written  by  Sir  Julius  Vogel, 
and  they  will  remember  the  ridicule  that  was 
heaped    upon  the  statement  he  made  in  it — 
namely,  that  there  was  sufficient  gold  in  the 
bed  of  that  river  and  of  the  other  rivers  there  to 
pay  ofi  the  public  debt  of  our  colony.     What  ia 
now  going  on  goes  very  far  to  show  how  far^ 
sighted  he  was,  and  how  courageous.     Having 
satisfied   himself  as  to   its   correctness,   even 
though  it  brought  him  for  the  time  being  into 
ridicule  by  his  fellow-men,  he  did  not  hesitate 
to  express  his  conviction.     It  is  pleasing  to  me 
.  ^      now,  and  1  am  sure  it  is  to  most  mem- 
bers of  this  House— though  1  and  others 
thought  lightly  of  the  statements  at  the  time — 
to  find  that  the  forecasts  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel  were 
absolutely  correct.    In  respect  to  our  harbour- 
works,  speaking  from  a   national  standpoint, 
and  also  as  a  representative  of  the  West  Coast, 
it   is   to    Sir  Julius  Vogel  that  we  must  give 
credit  for  the  completion  of  the  Greymouth  and 
Westport  harbour- works.     It  is  true  the  mem- 
ber for  the  district  (Mr.  O'Gonor)  had  submitted 
a  scheme ;  he  had  conceived  it  was  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  colony  that  these  harbour-works- 
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Bhoold  be  impzo^ed  and  worked  in  oonneotion 
with  our  ooal-measures ;  but  it  was  left  to  Sir 
Jalias  Vogel  to  perfeot  the  soheme  and  to  pro- 
vide the  necessary  finance;  and  we  npon  the 
West  C3oa8t  of  New  Zealand,  as  I  believe  every 
one  in  the  colony  must,  admit  that  the  im- 
proving those  ports  and  bringing  the  coal  from 
that  part  of  the  colony  to  the  consumers  has 
been  of  great  advantage  to  us  all.  I  say  that 
Sir  Jolios  Vogel  has  been  a  true  friend  of  New 
Zealand.  It  is  true  he  has  left  us  for  some 
years,  but  whenever  the  occasion  arose,  and 
when  he  thought  his  valuable  and  distinguished 
services  could  be  placed  at  our  disposal,  these 
services  were  cheerfully  rendered.  I  can  only 
say  that  on  my  visit  to  the  Mother-country  I 
WIS  pleased  to  meet  him,  glad  to  take  counsel 
from  him,  and  to  have  the  assurance  that  in  any 
way  he  could  help  our  colony  that  assistance 
would  be  given.  In  connection  with  the  loans 
and  loan  proposals,  our  loan- conversions,  and 
our  finance  generally,  Sir  Julius  Vogel's  name 
will  ever  stand  out  in  bold  relief.  I  question 
whether  any  one  following  in  his  footsteps,  or 
ooming  to  this  colony,  can  give  the  services  Sir 
Julius  Vogel  gave  to  us  in  that  respect,  insur- 
ing as  he  did  the  raising  of  our  moneys  through 
private  houses,  and  getting  the  assistance  of 
the  Bank  of  Sngland.  I  say  that  has  been  of 
great  (benefit  to  us.  When  I  moved  the  resolu- 
tioD  marking  the  respect  of  this  House  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Mr.  Larnach,  I  mentioned, 
of  oonrse,  that  he  was  entitled  to  some  credit 
in  this  respect.  I  had  overlooked  for  the  time 
that  I  should  also  have  mentioned  the  name  of 
the  late  Sir  Julius  Vogel.  My  attention  was 
called  to  it  subsequently,  and  I  now  take  this 
opportunity  of  paying  that  meed  of  praise  to 
the  late  Sir  Julius  Vogel  which  he  was  entitled 
to  in  respect  to  that  matter.  As  a  friend,  all 
will  admit  he  was  large-hearted.  Although 
differing  from  others  on  large  and  political 
questions,  he  differed  from  them  in  a  manner 
that,  if  pursued  by  others  to-day,  would  be  a 
pleasure  to  those  engaged  in  political  life. 
Ever  generous,  ever  giving  to  those  who  differed 
from  him  praise  and  credit  for  doing  what  they 
conceived  to  be  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
colony.  Sir  Julius  Vogel  was  noted  in  that  re- 
spect; and,  as  far  as  friendship  was  concerned, 
if  once  a  friend  you  were  a  friend  for  all  time. 
Honourable  members  know  the  position  in 
which,  in  late  years,  he  has  been  placed.  The 
aaxieties  he  has  laboured  under  were  in  them- 
selves a  tribute  to  his  patriotism,  and  the  pass- 
mg  of  this  resolution  will  assuage  to  some 
extent  the  sorrow  of  those  whom  he  has  left 
after  him.  I  do  say  here  that,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  great  services  he  has  rendered 
to  this  colony,  we  are  deeply  indebted  to  him, 
and  that  we  should,  in  justice,  do  something 
for  those  who  remain  to  mourn  his  loss.  I 
move  this  resolution  as  a  tribute  to  his  memory, 
and  fuUy  believe  it  will  meet  with  the  approval 
of  every  member  of  this  House.  The  resolution 
is  as  follows:  That  this  House  desires  to  place 
on  record  its  high  sense  of  the  distinguished 
services  rendered  to  the  colony  by  the  late  Sir 
Julius  Vogel,  K.G.M.G.,  and  respectfully  ten- 


ders to  Lady  Vogel  and  family  the  assurance 
of  its  sincere  sympathy  with  them  in  their  irze« 
parable  loss. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay).— Sir,  I 
should  like  to  be  allowed  to  join  in  this  tri- 
bute of  respect  by  seconding  the  resolution 
which  has  oeen  moved  by  the  Bight  Hon. 
the  Premier.  He  has  given  the  House  an 
epitome  of  the  history  of  a  man  whose  name, 
unquestionably,  will  be  connected  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  colony  with  its  advancement  and 
its  progress  towards  civilisation.  It  is  so  many 
years  since  the  late  Sir  Julius  Vogel  was  a 
worker  amongst  us  that  it  is  really  almost  more 
a  duty  for  the  ^historian  than  the  politician 
to  pronounce  a  eulogy  upon  his  character.  I 
think  every  person  who  knew  him  must  realise 
this :  that  he  was,  in  every  true  sense  of  the 
word,  a  statesman,  and  for  the  many  measures 
which  he  propounded  and  carried  into  opera- 
tion, with  advantage  to  this  colony,  we  owe 
him  a  debt  of  gratitude ;  but  there  are  others, 
notably  that  most  famous  publio-works  policy, 
which  was  the  design  of  a  statesman,  but  was 
frittered  into  fragments  by  diminutive  poli- 
ticians. Had  Sir  Julius  Vogel  retained  suffi- 
cient power  to  complete  what  he  inaugurated,  I 
believe  our  public  works  would  to-day  be  much  ■ 
more  beneficial  to  the  colony  than  they  have 
been  or  are  likely  to  be  for  many  years.  In  his 
private  character  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of 
knowing  him  recognised  a  generous  soul.  That 
he  had  a  most  active  brain  all  know,  and  it  is  sad 
to  think  that,  while  the  brain  was  unwearying, 
his  bodily  infirmities  were  so  great.  I  say  it  is 
most  pathetic  to  think  of  him  as  we  knew  him 
while  he  was  intimately  connected  with  the 
public  life  of  New  Zealand.  It  is  pathetic,  in- 
deed, to  remember  that  he  was  obliged  to 
abandon  political  life  in  this  colony,  practically 
because  he  had  not  sufficient  physical  strength 
to  travel,  and  he  went  to  England  to  fret  out 
his  soul,  confined  almost  entirely  to  his  chair. 
Throughout  all  that  period  his  large  brain  re- 
mained unceasingly  active,  but  unfortunately 
his  body  was  not  sufficiently  strong  to  carry  out 
all  that  brain  was  capable  of  designing. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  move.  That  the  House  do 
adjourn  until  half-past  seven  o'clock. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  House  adjourned. 

HOUSB   RESUMED. 

Mr.   Speaker  took  the  chair   at   half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

ADDBESS  IN  BEPLY. 
Mr.  STEVENS  (Manawatu).— Mr.  Speaker,— 
Sir,  I  am  sure  honourable  members  will  re- 
cognise that  this  is  a  very  important  occasion, 
and  I  shall  ask  the  House  to  be  good  enough 
to  extend  to  me  that  consideration  and  kind- 
ness which  has  always  been  extended  to  those 
who  have  preceded  me  in  a  similar  position 
to  myself.  I  desire.  Sir,  to  congratulate  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  upon  the  success  of 
his  travels  throughout  New  Zealand.  It  is 
very  gratifying  indeed  to  me,  especially  as  a 
New-Zealander,  to  know  that  the  people  of 
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Hew  Zealand  have  extended  to  Her  Majesty's 
representative  that  personal  kindness  and  a 
trae  loyalty  which  is  bt  fitting,  I  believe,  to  all 
colonists  of  New  Zealand  ;  an  i  it  is  most  grati- 
fying also  to  know  that  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  are  not  wanting  rither  in  courtesy  or 
in  loyalty  to  any  one  of  H(?r  Majesty's  repre- 
sentatives who  have  bad  the  pleasure  and  re- 
sponsibility of  govt  rnir  g  this  country.  Now,  Sir, 
with  respect  to  the  troublt^  which  existed  near  to 
oar  shores,  I  regret  very  much  to  see  that  tho3e 
in  authority  in  other  parts  of  our  dominion 
and  in  other  parts  of  tne  world  did  not  take 
sufficiently  prompt  ste^R  to  prevent  that  great 
loss  of  life  which  occurred  in  Samoa.     At  the 
time  it  was  contemplated  to  set  up  a  Gommis- 
aion   for  the   purpose    of    inquiring    into  the 
difficulties   which   there   existed   between    the 
several  nations  which  clniined  an  interest  in 
the  islands  —  immcdidtely  such  a  course  was 
contemplated,  it  shonl  1  have  been  their  duty 
to  at  once  have  cabled  and  insisted  upon  an 
amnesty,  rather  than  have  such  a  serious  loss 
of  life  as  oocurrei  there,  through,  I  believe,  a 
misunderstanding.     It  is  gratifying  to   us  to 
know  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  present 
Administration  to  fully  defend  the  shores  of 
New  Zealand.     Although  at  present  there  are 
no  immediate  signs  of  war,  1  take  it  it  is  the 
business  and  the  duty  of  the  people  of  the  colony 
to  properly  defend  themselves  against  foreign 
invaders.     But,  in  so  defending  themselves,  I 
hope  that  the  Govcrntncnb  of  the  day,  which- 
ever Government  it  may  be,  will  be  careful  not 
to    expend    more  money   than    is    absolutely 
necessary  for  such  a  pur^o.^e.     In  many  parts 
of    the    world    tiKre    have    been    very    many 
millions  of  pounds  squandered  for  the  purpose 
of  defence;  and,  while  it  is  necessary  that  we 
should  have  defences,  and  proper  defences,  I 
say  that  that  defer; ce  should  be  sustained  and 
maintained     by    those    who    will    give    their 
services  voluntarily  to  the   colony,  instead  of 
putting  the  settlerrt  of  this  colony  to  the  huge 
expense  of    maintaining  a  permanent  army. 
We  are  not  ready  for  tliat;   our  numbers  are 
too  few.     When  we  attain  to  the  position  of 
having  several  millions  of  people  in  this  colony, 
then  it  will  bo  time  for  us  to  establish  and 
maintain  a  permanent  army ;    but  for  many 
years  to  come  I  believe  it  will  be  the  business 
of  any  Government  to  foster  in  every  conceiv- 
able way  the  Volunteer  movement,  and  by  so 
doing  it  will  save  the  coloi>y  expense,  will  make 
our  young  people  patriotic',  and  it  will  be  in  the 
direction  of  enabiicg  us  to  nK^re  fully  develop 
the  resources  of  our  country  by  taking  that  ex- 
penditure, which  otherwise  might  go  towards 
defence,   for    the    purpose    of    making    roads, 
bridges,  and  railways,  f-r  which  the  people  are 
at  present  so  loudly  calling.     I  learn.  Sir,  that 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  push 
on  with  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway 
— that  is  to  say,  to  connect    Auckland    and 
Wellington  by  rail.    That  I  have  contended  for 
from  the  first  day  I  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in 
this  House,  and  I  have  continued  to  advocate 
that  great  necessity.     I  con.sider  this  is  one  of 
the  most  necessary  works  that  can  be  done. 

Mr.  Stevens 


When  I  say  so  I  do  not  forget  the  fact  that  thei* 
are  other  main  lines  in  this  colony  that  regain 
consideration  also,  and  that  ic  will  be  unneoes- 
sary  to  make  railways  in  the  district  of  every 
representative,  as  has  been  done  in  the  past. 
But  I  do  hope  the  Government  will  see  its  way 
clear  to  put  down  its  foot,  and  describe  by  an 
Act  of  Parliament  what  are  or  what  shall  be 
main  trunk  lines.  With  respect  to  our  branch 
lines,  I  am  quite  of  opinion  that  they  in  all 
good  time  should  be  completed.  We  cannot 
have  too  much  easy  communication  for  the 
purpose  of  developing  our  country ;  bat  at  the 
same  time  we  are  losing  a  very  great  deal  in* 
deed  by  the  fact  of  not  having  our  main  trunk 
lines  of  railway  completed.  The  two  which  I 
should  name  as  our  main  trunk  lines  are  the 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  line  of  railway  and 
the  Midland  Railway.  While  on  the  subject 
of  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  line  of  rail- 
way, let  me  say  that  I  very  much  regretted 
that  Captain  Hussell,  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, when  interrogated  on  the  subject  in 
Auckland,  had  said  that  he  could  not  give  an 
opinion  as  to  which  was  the  better  route — 
namely,  as  to  whether  the  line  should  go  vid 
Stratford,  or  whether  along  the  line  which 
has  been  already  laid  out.  That  is  whai  I 
saw  in  a  Press  telegram.  Now,  Sir.  let  me 
SAy  that  if  the  people  of  Auckland  —  if  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  generally — will  serve 
their  own  interests  properly,  and  do  that  which 
id  best  in  the  interests  of  the  colony,  they  will 
not  listen  to  anything  other  than  to  have  the 
main  trunk  line  by  the  shortest  possible  route 
for  the  purpose  of  connecting  the  two  largest 
centres  of  population  in  the  colony.  That  % 
railway  is  necassary  from  Stratford  to  join  with 
the  main  trunk  line  of  railway  I  quite  believe 
to  be  true  ;  but  that,  of  course,  must  come  in 
good  time;  and  I  say,  if  there  is  any  deviation 
from  the  line  which  is  already  authorised  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  that  a  very  grave  and  great 
mistake  will  there  be  made.  I  contend  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  this  Government,  or  of  any  Go- 
vernment which  may  succeed  them,  to  borrow 
a  specially  required  sum  of  money  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  constructing  these  two  lines  of  railway. 
If  they  were  to  borrow  the  money  I  feel  sure  it 
would  be  no  loss  to  the  colony.  Even  if  it  did 
add  something  to  our  public  debt,  I  think  that 
would  be  no  loss  to  the  colony,  bacause  ic  can- 
not be  expected  that  we,  the  present  genera- 
tion, are  to  complete  works  within  two,  three, 
or  four  years  which  will  be  sufficient  for  future 
generations  for  even  hundreds  of  years  to  come. 
Surely  it  is  only  reasonable  and  fair  that 
future  generations  should  bear  their  proportion 
of  the  burden  of  the  public  debt  of  the  colony. 
If  not,  then  I  venture  to  think  there  are  many 
industries  and  many  parts  of  the  colony  which 
require  developing  for  the  benefit  of  the  present 
generation.  I  therefore  trust  the  Government 
will  take  into  serious  consideration  the  neces- 
sity of  borrowing  a  sufficient  sum  of  money 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  these  two  main 
lines  of  railway.  V/e  are  on  the  eve  of  having 
a  complete  federation  of  the  Australian  Colo- 
nies,   including    Tasmania,    and    when     that 
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federation  has  become  a  facfc  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  see  that  we,  who  are,  as  it  were,  stand- 
ing on  the  outside,  shall  not  be  subjected  to 
anything  in  the  shape  of  harshness  from  the 
federated  colonies.  Therefore  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  the  Government  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  best  means  by  which  a  proper  reci- 
nrocal  tariff  can  be  brought  about  as  between 
New  Zealand  and  the  federated  colonies. 
There  are  many  people  who  are  strong  ha- 
Uerers  in  the  idea  that  we  should  have  free- 
tnkde.  With  regard  to  that,  let  me  say  that 
there  cannot  be  anything  such  as  free- 
trade  unless  it  be  free-trade  throughout  the 
civilised  world — unless  it  be  free-trade  with 
all  countries  with  whom  there  is  an  inter- 
change of  commerce.  I  am  strongly  of 
opinion  that  a  reciprocal  tariff  as  between 
this  colony  and  the  other  colonies  will  be  of 
the  greatest  possible  service  to  New  Zealand. 
It  will  be  necessary  also,  in  giving  considera- 
tion to  an3'thiog  in  the  shape  of  an  alteration 
in  oar  Customs  duties,  to  see  that  the  taxation 
is  placed  on  the  right  shoulders — to  see  that 
nioh  alterations  as  may  be  contemplated  will 
at  least  relieve  from  the  burden  of  taxation 
those  who  are  least  able  to  bear  it.  I  believe 
the  progress  we  have  had  in  the  colony  for  the 
last  ten  years  has  been  sufi&cient  to  warrant 
duties  bemg  placed  upon  the  imports  of  this 
colony  sufficient  to  carry  on  its  administration 
properly ;  sufficient  also  in  some  cases  to  aug- 
ment the  Public  Works  Fund,  as  has  been 
done  to  a  very  large  extent.  Therefore  I  trust 
that  when  this  alteration  is  made  it  will  be 
made  so  that,  if  we  require  the  present  amount 
of  about  a  million  and  a  half  of  money,  the 
taxation  may  be  so  readjusted  as  to  give 
relief  where  it  is  desirable  that  such  relief 
should  be  given.  In  His  Excellency's  Address 
I  observe  that  mention  is  made  of  the  Native 
race.  His  Excellency  congratulated  the  prin- 
cipal chief  of  the  Waikato  upon  havmg  met 
him.  He  also  expressed  an  intention  to  revisit 
the  Waikato ;  and  I  trust  that  when  His  Ex- 
cellency does  revisit  the  Waikato  the  same 
cordial  relations  that  exist  between  the  Native 
race  and  the  Europeans  of  this  country  may  be 
increased.  Friendly  as  they  are  at  the  present 
moment,  I  am  sure  there  is  every  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  Europeans  to  do  all  that  is  possible 
xor  the  purpose  of  inducing  the  Native  race  to 
become  part  and  parcel  of  the  colonists  of  New 
Zealand.  I  observe  by  to  day's  newspaper  that 
the  students  of  Te  Ante  College  have  taken  a 
step  in  the  right  direction.  They  are  trying 
all  they  can  to  advanca  themselves  and  their 
fellow  -  countrymen,  both  socially  and  com- 
mercially. I  also  observe  that  the  Kegistrar- 
General  has  assigned  three  reasons,  amongst 
others,  why  the  Natives  of  this  country  have 
not  become  so  prosperous  as  they  should  be, 
and  why  they  have  not  assimilated  the  ideas 
of  Europeans  so  rapidly  as  one  would  expect. 
The  first  reason  is  the  excessive  infantile  mor- 
tality, owing  to  impurity  of  food,  exposure, 
and  want  of  ordinary  cleanliness  ;  the  second, 
the  constitution  of  the  parents  is  debilitated 
by  past  debauchery ;  and  the   third,   the   to- 


hungast  and  want  of  proper  care  and  treat- 
ment of  the  sick.  Those  are  three  very  potent 
reasons,  but  the  strongest  reason,  in  my  opin- 
ion, why  the  Natives  of  this  country  have  not 
yet  assimilated  themselves  with  European  ideas 
is  that  they  have  been  left  in  a  position  which 
renders  it  physically  impossible  for  them  under 
existing  circumstances  ever  to  become  part 
and  parcel  of  the  Europeans  of  New  Zealand. 
Take,  for  example,  a  Native  settlement  where 
there  are  probably  ten  or  twenty  or  thirty  thou- 
sand acres  of  land  belonging  to  a  particular 
hapu.  What  is  the  position?  Why,  in  nine 
oases  out  of  ten  these  Natives  are  told  by  the 
Court  that  that  land  is  their  property,  and 
that  it  belong-)  to  them ;  yet,  notwithstanding 
all  the  Land  Courts  we  have  had  sitting  in  this 
colony,  there  has  been  nothing  done  in  the  way 
of  individualisation,  and  until  a  Native  can 
become  as  perfecily  independent  as  a  European 
it  will  be  impossible  for  that  Native  ever  to 
assimilate  himself  with  the  European.  It  will 
be  impossible  for  him  to  erect  his  house.  It 
will  be  impossible  for  him  to  have  his  separate 
cultivations,  his  separate  farm,  his  separate 
property  in  every  respect.  The  Natives  have 
pauperised  themselves  in  many  cases  because 
they  are  compelled  to  live  in  a  state  of  com- 
munism, and  I  say  that  that  state  of  com- 
munism should  be  broken  down  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  That  these  Natives  are  capable  is 
unquestionable.  The  young  Native  is  quite  as 
capable  as  any  European  ever  was.  He  is 
capable  of  engaging  in  the  dairying  industry, 
he  can  shear  sheep,  he  can  cultivate  the 
land,  he  can  do  everything  that  any  of  the 
farmers  or  graziers  of  New  Zealand  can  do ; 
and  knowing,  as  I  do,  something  of  the  Native 
mind  and  something  of  the  Native  charaoter,  I 
say  that  this  is  a  general  complaint  throughout 
the  whole  of  New  Zealand — that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  these  Natives  to  establish  homes  for 
themselves.  It  is  impossible  for  any  young 
man  who  becomes  married  to  establish  a  home 
for  himself,  inasmuch  as  he  has  no  place  which 
he  can  absolutely  call  his  own  separate  pro- 
perty. He  knows  that  he  has  an  interest,  but 
that  interest  is  something  like  Mahomet's  coffin 
— suspended  between  heaven  and  earth  ;  he 
never  sees  it.  Tnerefore  I  trust  the  Govern- 
ment will  take  into  its  very  serious  considera- 
tion the  necessity  of  making  proper  provision 
for  the  subdivision  of  these  Native  lands.  Now, 
with  respect  to  a  measure  which  was  passed 
here  last  year — the  Old-age  Pensions  Act — let 
me  say  that  I  believe  it  has  given  not  only 
satisfaction  to  those  aged  people  of  this  colony 
who  have  been  relieved  from  great  distress,  but 
it  has  given  general  satisfaction  to  those  who 
have  anything  like  a  friendly  heart  in  their 
bosoms.  I  am  assured,  and  assured  by  great 
numbers  of  people— young  people  who  have  hatd 
to  keep  their  own  families  as  well  as  their 
parents — that  it  has  been  a  very  great  relief 
to  them.  That  there  is  a  necessity  for  an 
amendment  of  this  Act  is  quite  clear.  For 
example,  I  think  that  twenty-five  years'  resi- 
dence in  the  colony  is  too  long.  I  believe  that 
after  a  person  has  resided  twenty  years  in  New 
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Zealand,  and  bas  attained  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years,  and  through  misfortune— probably 
through  bank  failures,  or  other  causes  over 
yrhich  he  had  no  control,  though  in  many  oases 
from  causes  over  which  they  have  had  control— 
is  unable  to  provide  for  himself,  he  should  receive 
a  pension.  Theee  aged  persons,  from  whatever 
cause  their  poverty  may  have  been  brought 
about,  do  require  some  assistance  so  that  they 
may  not  be  left  to  die  in  pauperism.  I  say  if 
we  did  leave  them  in  a  condition  of  absolute 
poverty  it  would  be  a  disgrace  to  the  colony ; 
and  therefore  I  have  every  reason  for  congratu- 
lating this  House  upon  having  passed  a  mea- 
sure which  has  done  so  much  for  the  purpose 
of  alleviating  the  suffering  of  people  who  were 
unable  to  help  themselves.  Now,  with  respect 
to  land-settlement,  I  probably  may  weary  the 
House  with  a  few  figures;  but,  be  that  as  it 
may,  it  is  my  intention  to  say  a  few  words 
on  the  subject,  because  I  am  aware  that 
those  who  are  opposed  to  the  present  Admin- 
istration are  under  the  impression  that  it  is 
absolutely  neceesary  for  the  advantage  of  the 
people  of  this  country  that  there  should  be 
some  drastic  amendment  made  in  our  existing 
land-laws.  Now,  in  the  seven  years  of  per- 
petual leases  there  were  4,533  selectors,  who 
leased  1,333,701  acres ;  and  on  the  Blst  March, 
1898  there  were  2,078,  who  also  took  up  543,535 
acres.  Since  then,  in  ten  months,  there  were 
198  selectors,  who  converted  71,947  acres  into 
freehold  or  other  tenures,  leaving  1,898  of  the 
original  holders  with  461,588  acres.  In  six 
years,  under  the  lease-in-perpetuity  system, 
there  have  been  3,496  selectors,  who  have 
leased  886,536  acres;  and  forfeitures  reduced 
these  to  3,245  selectors,  who  leased  788,784 
acres.  In  ten  mouths,  1898-99,  we  bad  486 
selectors,  who  leased  91,356  acres.  Of  leases 
with  the  right  of  purchase  there  were  2,110 
selectors,  who  leased  463,994  acres;  and,  de- 
ducting forfeitures,  1,908  selectois  remained, 
with  414,988  acres.  In  ten  months  of  1891-92 
we  had  333  selectors,  who  had  72,277  acres. 
It  thus  appears  that  in  seven  years  we  had  an 
aggregate  of  perpetual-lease  holders  of  4,533 
selectors,  holding  1,333,701  acres;  underlease 
in  perpetuity— adding  the  number  during  the 
ten  months — we  had  6,430  selectors,  holding 
1,514,163  acres ;  perpetual  leases  converted  into 
freehold  or  lease  in  perpetuity,  by  this  means  the 
number  was  reduced  to  1,889,  holding  461,588 
acres;  while  under  lease  in  perpetuity  and 
occupation  with  the  right  of  purchase  the 
numbers  are  5,977,  holding  1,367,405  acres. 
Now,  with  respect  to  the  rents,  it  is  said  that 
the  present  system  of  land-tenure  has  been  or 
will  be  a  loss  to  the  colony,  and  that  the 
people  are  dissatisfied,  and  that  they  have  not 
and  would  not  pay  their  rent.  We  have  here 
the  arrears:  In  1890  it  was  £52,897,  or  £14 
per  settler,  whereas  in  1899  the  amount  of  rent 
owing  was  £18,007,  or  £11  12s.  2d.  per  settler. 
The  Crown  tenants  in  1890  numbered  12,164, 
and  in  1899  the  number  is  16,314,  or  an  in- 
crease of  4,150.  Therefore,  to  those  who  are  op- 
posed to  the  present  system  of  land-tenure  and 
our  present  land  laws,  and  who  are  under  the 
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impression  that  the  land-lavrs  and  the  land- 
administration  of  this  country   have  been  a 
failure,  I  venture  to  say  they  are  quite  mistaken. 
Q  Q     They  are  quite  mistaken  ;  and  if  they 
are  not  mistaken  they  have  been  using 
these  methods  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  votes 
by  their  utterances  from  the  public  platform, 
liet  me  say  this :  As  a  member  of  the  Welling- 
ton Land  Board,  which  has  more  tenants  within 
its  district  than  there  are  in  any  other  district 
in  the  colony,  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
visiting  the  settlers  on  the  land,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  all  they  require  is  to  have  good 
roads  made ;  and  if  they  can  only  get  aocesa  to 
their  sections,  so  that  they  may  be  able  to  take 
to  market  their  produce,  they  will  be  perfectly 
satisfied.    In  fact,  I  was  more  than  astonished 
to  see  how  prosperous  the  people  were  under 
the  most  difficult  and   trying  circumstanoes. 
All  we  require  to  do  now  is  to  give  to  each 
settler  the  necessary  roads  to  enable  them  to 
establish  that  industry  which   must    in    the 
future  be  one  of  the  staple  industries  of  the 
colony — to  give  access  to  those  people,  so  that 
they  may  be  enabled  to  carry  on  the  dairy  in- 
dustry, instead  of  having  the  land  locked  up  in 
large  areas — in  areas  such  as  would  require 
the  growing  of  sheep  only.    Let  me  ask  if 
it  is  possible  —  assuming  that  a  person   hae* 
say,  two  hundred  acres  of  fairly  good  land — 
land  that  would  carry,  say,  two  sheep  to  the 
acre — that  is,  four  hundred  sheep — if  it  is  pos- 
sible for  any  head  of  a  family  to  live  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  four  hundred  sheep.     And  there- 
fore, until  land  can  be  used  for  the  settling  of 
our  population,  it  is  not  possible  to  have  the 
progress  in  settlement  we  otherwise  might  have. 
But  I  can  assure   honourable  gentlemen  the 
progress  which  has  been  made  during  the  past 
ten  years  is  almost  phenomenal.    I  will  trouble 
the   House  a  little   more  while  I  give  some 
further  figures  with  respect  to  what  has  been 
done  in  the  matter  of  roads  and  bridges.    I  will 
first  refer  to  the   question  of  land  for   settle- 
ments.   In  the  matter  of  land  for  settlements 
there  have  been  only  466  farms,  for  which  there 
were    12,841    applicants.     Many    honourablo 
gentlemen  say  it  is  not  right  the  Government 
should  acquire  so  much  land — it  is  not  required. 
Bnt  here  iB  the  fact  that  there  have  been  this 
enormous    number   of    applicants.     There    is 
plainly  one   of    two    things    for  the  landless 
people  to  do — either  acquire  some  land  or  go 
to  a  country  where  they  can  acquire  it;  and 
if  we  do  not  make  some  provision  for  the  young 
people  who  are  growing  up  in  the  colony  I  am 
sure  we  shall  have  our  shores  depleted  of  some 
of  our  best  settlers.     I  trust,   therefore,   the 
Government  will  continue  vigorously  to  acquire 
these  estates,  as  it  is  necessary  to  give  the 
people    opportunities    for    making    homes  for 
themselves  and  their  families.     Between  1891 
and  1899  there  has  been  an  increase  in  land 
occupied  of    3,890,485  acres,  carrying   16,70O 
selectors  ;  and,  taking  a  family  at  an  average  of 
four,  it  gives  us  66,800  souls  placed  on  the  land. 
With  respect  to  the  Native -land  purchases* 
there  have  been  2,510,000  acres  purchased,  at  a 
cost  of  £608,000. 
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Captain  RUSSELL.— How  muoh  baa  been 
settled? 

Hr.  STEVENS.— A  very  large  quantity  of  it 
baB  been  settled,  and  I  will  contend  for  poflhing 
on  tbe  settlement  muoh  more  expeditiously 
tban  hitherto.    I  quite  agree  with  the  honour- 
ible  gentleman  on  that  point.     Now,  there 
was  2,401  miles  of  road  constructed,  1,717  miles 
of  dray-road  improved  and  10,611  miles  main- 
tained, while  2,220  miles  of  bridle- track  has 
been   constructed,  709   miles    improved,  and 
1,259  miles  maintained;  and  there  have  been 
552  bridges  with  a  span  of  over  80  ft.  erected. 
The  expenditure  on  roads  and  bridges  from 
1891  to  1899  has  been  £1,612,854.    With  re- 
spect to    the   prosperity   of  the  colony,  it  is 
said  the  colony  has  not  prospered ;  but  that 
has  been  said  by  pessimists;  it  has  not  been 
said  by  those    who  know  differently — not  by 
those  who    desire  to    put  before    the    people 
exactly  what   is  the  position  of   the  colony. 
With  respect  to  the  progress  made  during  the 
last  ten  years,   the  population,    exclusive    of 
Maoris,  has    been    increased   by    125,695,  or 
20-83  per  cent.     The  output  of  coal  and  gold 
has  increased   by  the  value  of  £378,372;  the 
exports  have   increased   by    £3,045,186;   live- 
stock has  increased  by  a  value  of  £3,500,000 ; 
manufactures  by  about  £3,000,000;  butter  by 
663*06  per  cent. ;  cheese  by  175*86  per  cent. ; 
tallow   by    76*57    per   cent. ;    sheepskins    by 
124*76  per  cent. ;   frozen  meat  by  243*58  per 
cent.;  wool   by   33*79   per    cent.;    the   bank 
deposits    by     £3,258,898;    savings-bank    de- 
posits by   £3,112,304 ;   and  private  wealth  by 
£52,435,855 ;  and  the  capital  value  of  land  by 
£27,453,633,  of  which  £18,500,000  is  for  improve- 
ments.  The  income-tax  has  increased  since  1892 
\ij  £47,843.    Taking  all  these  questions  into  con- 
sideration, let  me  say,  Sir,  that  there  can  be  no 
doubt  whatever  about  the  prosperity  of  this 
oolony,  notwithstanding  that  it  has  what  has 
been  called  an  improper  and  corrupt  Govern- 
ment.   There  has  never  been  an  utterance  by 
any  gentleman  on  the  Opposition  benches  from 
any  public  platform  in  New  Zealand  since  last 
session  in  which  there  has  not  been  frequent 
use  and  constant  repetition  of  the  word  '*  corrup- 
tion."   WeU,  I  say,  if  the  corruption  which  we 
have  indicates,  as  it  does,  true  prosperity,  I 
hope  it  will  continue.      With  respect  to  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  let  me  say  that,  so 
long  as  I  have  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this 
House,  it  will  be  my  pleasure,  as  it  will  be  my 
duty,  to  support  all  the  measures  which  are 
brought  down  for  the   purpose   of    advanciog 
the  interests  of  this  colony,  for  the   purpose 
of  opening  it  up  for  settlement,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  makmg,  as  it  were,  two  blades  of 
grass   grow  where   one   formerly  grew ;    and 
whenever    that    is   being    done    I    am    quite 
certain    that    the    people    of    New    Zealand 
ought  to  think  twice  before  they  swap  horses. 
It  is  a  very  dangerous  practice  to  swap  hotses 
while  crossing   the  stream,  and  1  say  we  are 
JQBt  now  crossing  the  stream  from  that  heavy 
depreesion  that  existed  here  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  eighties  and  the  early  part  of  the  nine- 
ties, and  that  from  the  time  the  present  Adminis- 


tration  came    into   office   up  to   the  present 
moment  we  have  enjoyed,  without  any  doubt 
whatever,  tbe   greatest   prosperity   we    could 
possibly  desire.    I  do  hope  prosperity  may  con- 
tinue to  the  country.    There  are  numbers  of 
persons  in  this  country  who  believe  that  it  is 
impossible  to  have  prosperity  while  we  have  as 
administrators  those  honourable  gentlemen  who 
have  so  ably  and  well  occupied  our  Treasury 
benches.    But  let  me  say,  Sir,  that,  as  one 
who  has  lived  his  whole  life  in  New  Zealand,  I 
advise  my  fellow-colonists,  my  fellow-settlers, 
to  look  carefully  before  they  make  any  change 
in  the  matter  of  a  Government  which  has  done 
so  much  for  the  advancement,  the  prosperity, 
the  liberty,  and,  I  may  say,  the  pleasure  of 
the   inhabitants  of  New  Zealand.    Now,  Sir, 
before   concluding  I   desire   to  say  that  it  is 
to  be  regretted,  and  very  deeply  regretted,  that 
those    who    are     in   opposition   to    the    pre- 
sent  Administration    should  not  have   taken 
some    course  other    than  to  try  and  induce 
the  people  of  the  colony  to  believe  that  each 
and  every  Minister  on  those  benches  is  unfitted 
to  occupy  his  position — that  each  and  every 
Minister  is  so  corrupt,  so  vile,  so  unworthy  of 
even  one's  personal  friendship  that  he  should 
be  removed.    I  am  not  lecturing  the  House — 
I  do  not  desire  to  do  so— but  I  would  like,  in 
this  country,  where  we  stand,  I  think,  most 
prominent  for  the  decorum  of  our  Parliament, 
where  we  stand  foremost,  I  think,  in  many 
other  respects — I  would  like,  and  the  people  of 
this  country  would  like,  to  see  that  their  repre- 
sentatives do  not  descend  to  nersonalities  in 
carrying  on  their  legislative  functions.     If  that 
were  done,  I  think  we  should  attain  to  a  much 
higher  tone ;  and  that  it  would  be  most  befit- 
ting on  the  part  of  those  who  are  leading  if 
they  were  to  discuss  politics  from  a  political 
point  of    view.     Surely  they  might   in   that 
way  do  all  that  is  necessary  to  prove   con- 
clusively   that   in    their    opinion    one    phase 
of    each    political    question    is    wrong    and 
the  other  right.    But,   so  far  as  1  am  con- 
cerned, it  is  my  desire — my  very  great  de- 
sire— to  render  my  small  assistance  in  any 
way  I  possibly  can  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding 
anything  in  the  shape  of  personal  invective  or 
personal  aBpersione.     Perhaps  I  have  been  a 
culprit  myself,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  in 
many  oases  we  have  unnecessarily  descended  to 
personalities.    I  trust,  Sir,  that  so  long  as  we 
have  the  honour  of  representing  the  people  of 
this  country  we  shall  in  every  way  do  what^ 
ever  is  possible  in   the  best  interests  of  the 
country.     I  shall  now  conclude  by  again  con- 
gratulating His  Excellency  the  Governor  upon 
the  great  success  of  his  visits   to   the  vari- 
ous parts  of  New  Zealand.     I  can  say  as  a 
New  -  Zealander  that  nothing  has  given    me 
more  pleasure  than  to  know  that  His  Excel- 
lency has  been  everywhere  received  with  the 
hearty  goodwill  which  I  say  is  his  due.    Speak- 
ing for  myself  as  a  New-  Zealander,  and  speak- 
ing for  the  New- Zealanders  of   both  races,  I 
venture  to  say  that  there  is  not  a  community 
in  the  world  which  is  more  loyal  to  its  Crown 
than  are  the  people  of  New  Zealand  of  both' 
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races.  I  move  the  motion  standing  in  my 
name. 

Mr.  MILLAB  (Dunedin  City).— Mr.  Speaker, 
in  rising  to  second  the  motion  which  has  just 
been  moved  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Manawatu,  I,  like  him,  intend  to  claim  the 
indulgence  of  this  House.  Although  I  am  not 
altogether  a  new  member,  still  I  am  in  the 
position  of  a  new  member  m  connection  with 
this  matter,  this  beiug  the  first  time  I  have 
occupied  this  position.  Sir,  I  was  somewhat 
afraid,  when  I  went  into  another  place  to  hear 
the  Speech  read,  that  I  would  Und  the  Premier 
bad  stolen  the  policy  of  the  Opposition,  because 
we  have  been  told  repeatedly  that  he  might  be 
expected  to  come  down  and  steal  their  policy. 
But  I  find,  in  scanning  this  message,  that  there 
is  nothing*  in  it  of  the  policy  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— There  is  nothing  in  it. 

Mr.  MILLAB. — Yes,  there  is  a  good  deal  in 
it — perhaps  more  than  the  honourable  member 
ior  Palmerston  has  noticed.  He  has  not  given 
it  sufficient  study. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  have  not  read  it  yet. 

Mr.  MILLAB.  — That  is  exactly  what  I 
thought — he  has  not  read  it.  I  have  to 
thank  the  honourable  member  for  Manawatu 
ior  having  relieved  me  of  a  good  deal  of  respon- 
sibility in  connection  with  the  Speech,  as  he 
has  dealt  with  some  of  its  most  important 
parts.  1  think  it  must  be  pleasing  to  every 
member  of  the  House  to  find  from  the  first 
words  of  the  Speech  that  His  Excellency  says 
that,  after  having  travelled  throughout  the 
colony,  he  has  noticed  marked  progress  and 
continued  prosperity.  Sir,  he  has  had  a  fair 
opportunity  of  seeing  it,  and  I  think  every 
honourable  member  must  admit  that  there  is 
prosperity  throughout  the  colony — that  may  be 
taken  for  granted.  It  is  also  pleasant  to  note 
the  fact  that  this  prosperity  is  not  amongst 
any  one  section  of  the  community,  but  that 
it  is  distributed  throughout  the  colony.  We 
have  had  prosperity  before,  but  two  or  three 
difierent  classes  reaped  the  whole  benefit  of 
it;  but  now  I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying 
the  prosperity  of  the  colony  is  general.  Sir, 
His  Excellency  says  that,  in  travelling  through 
the  goldfields,  he  has  been  greatly  struck 
with  the  wonderful  mineral  resources  of  this 
•colony,  and  I  think  we  are  all  agreed  on 
that.  But  what  I  would  like  to  say,  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  is  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  pos- 
sible to  do  a  great  deal  more  for  the  develop- 
ment of  that  wealth  than  we  are  doing,  or  have 
been  doing  in  the  past.  This  is  the  most  im^ 
portant  industry  in  the  colony,  and  I  think  it 
should  be  carefully  and  properly  developed.  I 
give  the  Government  credit  for  having  done  a 
great  deal,  but  there  is  still  a  good  deal  to  be 
done.  I  shall  only  point  out  one  thing  in  the 
meantime,  as  I  will  deal  with  this  matter 
later  on,  and  that  is  that  in  the  new  regula- 
tions contained  in  the  Gazette  which  has  just 
been  issued  there  is  no  mention  made  of  sluic- 
ing, and  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  Wardens 
will  not  hold  that  a  iluicing  claim  is  to  be 
manned  in  exactly  the  same  proportion  as  a 
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reefing  claim.  Now,  any  member  of  the  House 
who  has  experience  of  mining  knows  that  a 
sluicing  claim  cannot  carry,  nor  does  it  re- 
quire to  carry,  the  same  number  of  men ; 
and  I  hope  that,  before  these  men  are  rushed 
into  litigation,  steps  will  be  taken  to  remedy 
this  matter.  Sir,  the  honourable  member 
for  Manawatu  dealt  with  the  defences  of  the 
colony  and  with  harbours.  He  also  dealt  with 
the  Samoan  trouble ;  and,  although  the  Govern- 
ment were  accused  of  Jingoism  in  having 
placed  the  troops  of  the  colony  at  the  disposaJ 
of  the  Old  Country,  still,  whatever  their  motive 
might  have  been,  no  doubt,  if  their  services 
had  been  required,  these  men  could  have  got  to 
Samoa  much  faster  than  troops  from  any  other 
place ;  and  no  doubt  the  despatch  of  the  "  Tuta- 
uekai "  was  of  much  benefit  to  the  Imperial 
authorities.  I  cannot  see  where  any  exception 
can  be  taken  to  that  act;  but  the  Opposition 
seem  to  be  too  pleased  to  get  hold  of  the  smallest 
trifle;  they  cannot  get  hold  of  anything 
genuine,  and  they  are  glad,  therefore,  to  get 
hold  of  the  very  smallest  excuse  for  attack. 
The  next  paragraph  of  His  Excellency's  Speech 
refers  to  the  Auckland  Exhibition.  I  have  to 
congratulate  Aucklandera  on  the  very  success- 
ful exhibition  they  had  there ;  but,  if  exhibi- 
tions are  to  be  of  any  good  at  all,  it  seems 
to  me  they  are  intended  to  show  the  advances 
of  the  colony  in  manufactures.  Through 
certain  things  that  are  going  on  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  there  are  some  industries  which 
are  languishing.  In  the  meantime  I  am  going 
to  refer  to  only  two  of  them.  Take,  for  in- 
stance, the  dredging  industry,  which  is  becom- 
ing a  very  large  one  indeed.  We  find  that, 
although  men  have  gone  and  invested  in  ma- 
chinery, and  have  got  everything  of  the  latest 
in  that  respect,  we  at  the  present  moment  are 
sending  away  to  Victoria  and  obtaining  dredges 
from  that  colony,  and  allowing  them  to  come  in 
here  at  5  per  cent.  If  that  is  allowed  to  go  on, 
it  is  going  to  damage  us  to  a  great  extent ;  and 
when  that  tariff  was  passed  1  maintain  that  it 
was  simply  intended  for  fostering  our  industries. 
Take,  then,  the  cjcle  industry.  The  imported 
article  is  coming  in  on  the  same  tariff  as  the 
parts  imported  by  our  local  manufacturers. 
Now,  it  is  no  use  holding  exhibitions  in  the 
colony  unless  we  are  going  to  encourage  oar 
own  manufacturers  to  have  something  to  ex- 
hibit at  them.  I  trust  these  matters  w^ll  be 
dealt  with,  and  that  the  Minister  will  take  note 
of  what  I  say.  These  are  only  a  few  matters 
connected  with  the  subject.  Now,  coming  to  the 
paragraph  in  the  Speech  which  most  brightens 
the  hearts  of  the  Opposition — I  refer  to  the 
much-talked-of  Marine  scandal — I  congratulate 
the  Government  on  having  decided  to  set  up  a 
Boyal  Commission. 

Mr.  MONK.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  MILLAB. — The  honourable  member  for 
Waitemata  says  "  Hear,  hear."  I  believe  he  is 
sarcastic  ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that 
the  public  will  feel  much  better  satisfied  by  a 
Boyal  Commission  being  set  up  than  by  any 
report  of  a  Committee  of  this  House,  because 
the  Boyal  Commission  will  be  held  in  public^ 
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the  Press  will  report  from  day  to  day,  and  all 
the  evidence  will  be  taken.  I  ask,  how  many 
persons  are  there  in  this  country  who  read  the 
parliamentary  papers?  How  many,  for  ex- 
ample, have  read  the  paper  about  Bun  Tuck  ? 
And  jnst  as  many  would  read  the  Marine 
scandal,  so  called,  if  it  was  published  to-mor- 
row. I  say  that  in  no  colony,  or  part  of  the 
oolonies,  have  the  shipping-laws  been  ad- 
ministered so  lightly  as  they  have  been  in 
New  Zealand,  and  it  is  time  a  Koyal  Commis- 
sion was  set  up  to  inquire  into  them ;  but,  so 
far  as  the  result  of  this  Boyal  Commission  is 
ooDcemed,  I  am  afraid  the  members  of  the  Op- 
position will  find  themselves  very  much  at  sea 
when  the  report  comes  out,  because  the  whole 
object  is  to  try  and  prove  a  thing  that  does  not 
exist.  I  have  watched  the  case  closely,  and  have 
gathered  as  much  information  as  I  could.  Un- 
fortunately the  case  is  suhpidice^  and  I  cannot 
say  what  I  feel  about  it ;  but  when  it  is  not  in 
that  position  I  am  quite  prepared  to  go  into  it. 
I  am  not  going  to  do  that  in  the  meantime,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  I  believe  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  follows  me  with  an  amendment 
on  the  same  subject,  so  I  shall  have  the  right 
to  speak  again.  Although  some  people  may 
faDcv  that  it  is  not  the  place  for  a  member  of 
this  House— it  is  a  thing  I  do  not  do,  and  do  not 
believe  in  doing — to  attack  men  who  cannot 
defend  themselves,  still  I  do  not  intend  to 
mince  matters  when  this  question  is  dealt 
with.  So  far  as  that  is  concerned,  I  will  leave 
it  in  the  meantime  ;  but  I  would  like  to  con- 
gratulate the  Government  on  taking  steps  in 
the  right  direction  in  appointing  four  competent 
shipmasters  to  look  after  the  interests  of  ship- 
ping. We  have  been  trying  for  this  for  some 
▼ears,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  at  last  we 
nave  got  it.  I  feel  confident  now  that  the 
matter  of  shipping  will  receive  more  careful 
attention  than  it  has  done  in  the  past,  and 
it  is  not  before  its  time.  Furthermore,  what 
we  have  done  here  has  caused  the  Im- 
perial Government  to  take  the  same  action, 
because  if  honourable  members  have  read  the 
despatches  His  Excellency  has  received  they 
will  find  there  three  despatches  on  the  Shipping 
And  Seamen's  Act,  and  they  have  amended 
their  laws  in  the  same  direction  as  we  did  five 
years  ago,  although  what  we  did  then  was 
supposed  to  be  ruinous.  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment did  wisely  in  sending  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  for  an  adviser  to  the  Crown.  It  is  not 
long  since  our  certificates  were  recognised  by 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and,  had  that  Board  not 
been  satisfied  that  we  intended  to  carry  on  our 
examinations  on  the  same  lines,  there  is  no 
doubt  the  power  of  granting  certificates  would 
have  been  withdrawn  from  us.  But,  in  sending 
Home  and  getting  a  man  of  the  standing  of 
the  man  I  believe  we  have  got,  there  is  very 
little  fear  of  any  alteration  in  the  existing 
urangements.  But  in  connection  with  mari- 
time matters  I  do  not  believe  these  will 
ever  be  satisfaotorily  conducted  until  we  have 
ft  Marine  Board  to  take  entire  control  of 
the  whole  thing.  All  of  the  other  colonies 
have  Marine  Boards.    When  the  Commission 


has  taken  all  the  evidence  on  the  subject,  I 
believe  they  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
Marine  Board  should  be  formed  for  this  colony. 
I  congratulate  the  Government  on  the  clause  in 
the  Speech  in  connection  with  lands  for  settle- 
ment. I  find  they  now  propose  to  take  urban 
and  suburban  lands  for  the  purpose  of  work- 
men's homes.  Up  to  the  present  they  have 
not  done  so ;  it  has  all  been  country  lands. 
Although  we  have  been  promised  workmen'a 
homes  for  some  time,  with  the  exception  of 
Canterbury  I  do  not  think  any  other  part  of 
the  colony  has  had  them  ;  but  I  am  glad  to  see 

8  30  ^^^^  ^^^^  lately  got  one  down  in 
our  direction.  I  would  like  to  say,  in 
connection  with  this  question,  that  the  Go- 
vernment must  take  care  that  these  work- 
men's home  blocks  are  cut  up  in  sufiiciently 
small  areas  for  workmen's  homes.  If  they 
are  going  to  provide  these  small  settlers 
with  homes  they  must  cut  the  areas  up  into 
ten  and  fifteen  acre  blocks,  but  workmen  only 
require  two  or  three  acres.  Then,  again^ 
we  ought  not  to  go  in  for  land  for  work- 
men's homes  unless  we  are  going  to  give  the 
workmen  cheap  trains.  The  workman  must  be 
able  to  get  access  to  his  home,  and  therefore 
railway-communication  must  go  on  conjointly 
with  the  providing  of  the  land  for  workmen's 
homes.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  these  trains  will 
be  supplied  before  very  long.  Another  mosi 
important  item  in  this  Speech  is  contained  in 
the  very  short  clause  at  the  end,  in  which  tha 
Governor  states  that  it  is  intended  to  make  an 
amendment  of  the  Act  to  provide  forcompensa* 
tion  being  assessed  on  the  marketable  value 
only  of  estates  taken  under  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Act.  I  do  not  think  that  this  pro- 
posal is  a  bit  before  its  time,  beoauee,  withoui 
exception,  the  coolest  proposal  I  ever  heard  of 
in  my  life  is  the  propoF^al  made  in  connection 
with  the  Hatuma  Estate.  In  that  case  th» 
Judges  held  that  a  man  had  a  right  to  claim 
compensation  according  to  the  prospective 
values.  Here  is  a  case  of  a  man  who,  be- 
cause his  money  was  offered  to  him, —  this 
money  was  invested,  and  returning  him  10 
per  cent.,— actually  wanted  the  Government 
to  pay  him  a  sum  to  compensate  him  for  the 
loss  of  interest  that  that  money  was  going  to 
earn  in  the  future.  Was  any  more  prepos- 
terous proposal  ever  brought  forward  in  this 
colony?  I  say  it  is  high  time.  Sir,  that  the 
Government  should  bring  in  an  Act  to  provide 
that  a  man  should  be  paid  the  market  value 
of  his  estate,  and  no  injustice  will  be  done  to 
him.  He  has  his  money  invested,  and  if  he  is 
getting  4  per  cent,  on  it  no  injustice  is  done  to 
him.  Why  should  the  colony  be  made  to  pay 
a  man  interest  that  he  might  never  otherwise 
get  ?  In  oonneotion  with  the  land-for-settle- 
ment  policy,  it  is  often  argued  that  we  have  no 
right  to  acquire  any  more  estates  until  we  have 
settled  the  Native  lands  and  sent  settlers  into 
the  back  country.  Why  should  we  do  any- 
thing of  the  sort?  The  more  we  settle  our 
people  in  the  back  country,  and  give  them 
access  to  it  by  means  of  roads  and  railways, 
so  much   the   more  are  we  going  to  enhance 
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the  value  of  the  lands  in  the  hands  of  private 
persons ;  and  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time  when 
we  shall  have  to  purchase  these  estates,  bat  at 
a  price  ten  times  greater  than  their  price  to- 
day. I  say  it  ought  to  be  the  policy  of  the 
Government  to  acquire  every  estate  now  that 
they  possibly  can,  so  that  we  can  go  on  with 
settlement,  leaving  the  back  country  ;  that  will 
be  settled  in  due  time  when  they  have  got  the 
railways  and  roads.  There  is  another  clause  in 
this  Speech  which,  although  I  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  agree  with,  I  do  not  think  there  is 
very  much  in — that  is,  the  clause  which  states 
that,  in  connection  with  the  question  of  taxa- 
tion, the  Government  are  going  to  make  in- 
-quiries  to  see  if  there  ought  to  be  equality  of 
sacrifice,  and  that,  if  found  necessary,  the 
duties  will  be  taken  ofi  the  necessaries  of  life. 
Kow,  **  the  necessaries  of  life  "  is  a  very  vague 
statement.  If  it  depends  on  what  we  under- 
stand as  the  '*  necessaries  of  life  " — namely,  the 
cry  of  some  people,  "a  free  breakfast-table  " — 
then  that  is  very  nice,  and  I  could  understand 
it.  But  when  you  come  to  analyse  this  **  free- 
breakfast-table  "  proposal  there  is  not  very 
much  in  it,  because  what  do  you  find  ?  The 
honourable  member  for  Palmerston  is  one  who, 
I  believe,  advocates  this  free  breakfast  table 
that  is  to  be  such  a  great  comfort  to  the  people 
of  this  colony.  What  is  it  we  are  going  to  save 
if  we  take  the  duty  ofi  tea,  chocolate,  coffee, 
and  sugar?  We  shall  save  £288,435,  which, 
-distributed  over  the  population  of  the  colony, 
means  6s.  per  head  per  annum.  When  reduced 
to  one  individual,  a  saving  of  a  little  over  Id. ; 
for  every  family  of  five,  a  saving  of  7d.  per 
week ;  and  this  is  the  great  thing  that  is  going 
to  be  done  for  the  people  of  this  colony  by 
giving  them  a  free  breakfast- table.  We  are 
going  to  sacrifice  over  £280,000  per  annum  to 
give  a  man  7d.  per  week,  when  one  really  sees 
what  it  means.  The  proposal  seems  very  plau- 
sible, but  when  you  narrow  it  down  you  find 
nothing  in  it.  I  have  narrowed  it  down  to  an 
absolute  statement  of  fact.  There  are  the  re- 
turns, the  amount  of  duty  collected  last  year, 
the  population  of  the  colony  (783,000),  the  value 
of  the  imports,  and  the  value  of  the  duty  col- 
lected (£238,481).  Honourable  members  can 
work  it  out  for  themselves,  and  so  ascertain 
whether  my  figures  are  correct  or  not.  To  my 
mind,  I  cannot  see  any  necessity  for  sacrificing 
revenue  in  that  direction ;  because  if  you  are 
going  to  sacrifice  revenue  you  will  have  to  bor- 
row money  to  carry  on  public  works,  and  if 
you  are  going  to  carry  on  public  works  from 
borrowed  money  you  will  have  to  put  on  taxa- 
tion. The  question  is,  on  what  are  you  going  to 
put  it  ?  I  say  that  at  no  time  in  the  history  of 
the  colony  wibhin  the  last  twenty  years  have  the 
workers  of  the  colony  been  in  such  a  position  to 
pay  taxation  as  they  are  in  at  the  present  time. 
In  1884  they  had  to  pay  £2  lis.  2d.  in  Customs 
duties  ;  to-day  it  is  £2  13s.  Sd.  Can  any  one 
.compare  the  conditions  of  life  to-day  with  the 
conditions  prevailing  in  1884,  and  the  wages  of 
to-day  with  those  paid  in  1884  ?  With  one  or 
iwo  exceptions,  the  workers  are  paid  higher, 
And  you  will  find  that  is  the  case  all  over  the 
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colony  at  the  present  time.  There  is  one  other 
clause  in  this  Address  in  Reply  I  wish  to  refer 
to;  and,  while  the  honourable  member  who 
moved  the  motion  was  very  strong  on  the 
point,  it  depends  entirely  upon  the  way  you 
take  it — whether  from  a  North  Island  point  of 
view  or  from  a  South  Island  point  of  view— 
that  is,  the  expression  contained  in  the  Ad- 
dress that  *'  the  most  pressing  work  in  the 
matter  of  railway-construction  is  the  North 
Island  Trunk  line."  I  am  quite  prepared  to 
sink  any  provincial  spirit  that  might  exist,  and 
to  believe  that  from  a  national  point  of  view 
that  is  the  most  important  railway  under  con- 
struction at  the  present  time.  But  if  it  moans 
the  stoppage  of  sJl  railways  to  simply  carry  oat 
the  North  Island  Trunk  line,  then  I  cannot  say 
that  I  am  quite  in  sympathy  with  it. 

An  Hon.  Member.— The  Otago  Central  suid 
Midland  Railways. 

Mr.  MILLAR.— Yes,  the  Otago  Central  is  of 
equal  importance  with  the  Midland  Railway, 
and  I  will  simply  say  that  the  Otago  men, 
while  they  are  quite  prepared  to  give  every 
assistance  to  get  other  railways  completed,  are 
not  going  to  allow  those  other  lines  to  be  com- 
pleted unless  ours  goes  along  with  them.  I  say 
I  am  prepared  to  give  a  large  share  of  the 
money  to  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  line, 
but  not  all.  I  am  very  pleased  to  see  that  the 
rolling-stock  has  been  increased  during  the  past 
year  in  the  shape  of  obtaining  new  engines,  but 
there  is  a  good  deal  more  to  do  than  that. 
They  have  by  no  means  overtaken  the  work 
yet.  But  all  will  admit  the  men  have  done 
good  work  in  the  different  railway  workshops ; 
but.  Sir,  it  strikes  me,  while  not  disagreeing  with 
the  heavy  reductions  made  in  the  past,  that  the 
time  has  arrived  when  we  should  cease  any  fur- 
ther reductions  until  our  lines  are  thoroughly 
equipped.  I  cannot  see  why  we  should  go  on 
reducing  charges,  and  at  the  same  time  have 
to  borrow  money  to  go  on  with.  I  would  much 
rather  have  the  money  that  we  are  going  to 
give  away,  in  the  shape  of  reductions,  to  more 
thoroughly  equip  our  railways,  and  as  soon  as 
that  is  done  then  to  make  as  many  reductions 
as  we  can  afford  to  make.  We  must  admit  that 
there  is  still  a  lot  to  be  done  in  connection  with 
our  railways.  There  is  the  interlocking  83r8tem 
of  signallingi  which  ought  to  be  done.  Auto- 
matic brakes,  and  station-buildings  through  ail 
parts  of  the  colony,  are  also  required.  These 
things  are  required,  and  if  we  are  going  to  give 
away  revenue  in  the  way  we  have  been  doing, 
I  think,  Sir,  that  these  things  will  have  to  re- 
main for  some  time  longer.  But  it  does  appear 
to  me  that  my  honourable  friend  the  member 
for  Manawatu  struck  the  right  key-note  when 
he  said  the  time  had  now  arrived  for  us 
to  borrow  money  to  complete  these  lines.  I 
take  it  that  what  ought  to  be  done  this 
session  is  to  borrow  at  least  half  a  million 
to  complete  these  main  trunk  lines.  I  do 
not  believe  in  a  large  borrowing  policy  of  si^, 
five  millions,  thus  attracting  to  this  colony 
the  floating  unemployed  from  the  other  side. 
Let  us  take  it  piece  by  piece,  but  let  us  progress 
a  little  more  rapidly  than  we  have  done  \n  the 
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paifc.  If  we  spent  half  a  million  a  year  on  the 
Uupse  main  trunk  lines  we  should  then  progress 
at  a  more  recksonable  rate,  and  get  through  with 
those  works  within  a  reasonable  time.  I  will 
go  (his  length  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Aucklaod  City  (Mr.  Growther),  and  will  Isay 
that  I  would  be  prepared  to  give  him  a  quarter 
of  a  million  for  the  North  Island  Trunk  line 
oat  of  a  half-million  loan ;  but  out  of  that  half- 
millioQ  let  us  get  £100,000  for  the  Otago  Cen- 
tral and  £100,000  for  the  Midland  Railway, 
leaving  the  Minister  for  Pablio  Works  to  split 
£50,000  up  between  other  lines  in  the  colony. 
Let  us,  however,  ear-mark  the  main  sum  for  the 
three  main  trunk  lines.  If  that  policy  were 
earned  out,  in  seven  years  we  would  have  those 
lines  completed,  instead  of  going  on  in  the 
slow  way  in  which  we  are  going  now.  As  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Grey  pointed  out 
lasi  session,  if  we  continue  at  the  present 
rate  it  will  be  forty-seven  years  before  the 
North  Island  Trunk  line  is  completed,  and 
soma  twenty-seven  years  before  the  Otago 
Central  is  completed.  I,  for  one,  strongly 
urge  on  the  Government  to  ask  for  half  a  mil- 
lion at  least  this  year,  for  railways.  What  they 
may  require  for  other  works  I  do  not  know,  but 
so  far  as  rskilways  in  course  of  oonstruotion  are 
-eoneemed,  I  would  advocate  the  borrowing  of 
half  a  million.  Another  clause  in  the  Speech 
fefera  to  the  settlement  of  the  land,  but  that 
subject  has  been  dealt  with  very  fully  by  my 
honourable  friend.  I  would  like  to  point  out 
to  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Lands  Depart- 
ment that,  whilst  the  Government  have  been 
acquiring  estates  in  Otago,  and  whilst  they 
have  been  going  on  with  land  settlement  there, 
there  are  some  very  good  estates  which  are  well 
worth  looking  at  south  of  Oamaru.  I  can  name 
one— namely,  Clydevale,  an  estate  which  is 
admirably  suited  for  small  settlement.  There 
are  other  estates  of  a  similar  nature  in.  that 
direction.  I  trust,  when  the  Government  are 
again  purchasing  estates,  they  will  endeavour 
to  look  a  little  further  south.  Now  I  come  to 
what  is,  perhaps,  the  most  important  part  of 
the  Speech  from  my  point  of  view — I  allude 
to  the  different  clauses  referring  to  labour, 
and  I  must  say  this,  that  I  think  the  Go- 
vernment have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  they 
could,  to  legislate  in  the  interests  of  the  workers 
of  this  colony.  Although  I  have  seen  it  stated 
several  times  —  e^nd  we  have  ofttimes  been 
twitted  with  it — that  the  labour  legislation  of 
to-day  was  introduced  by  the  Atkinson  Go- 
vernment, I  would  like  to  know  how  much  of 
it  was  introduced  by  them  or  passed  by  them. 
I  happened  to  be  one  of  a  deputation  which 
waited  on  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  with  those  Bills, 
and  I  know  exactly  how  they  were  passed.  It 
was  like  the  building  of  a  lighthouse  and  put- 
tiog  no  light  in  it:  it  shed  no  light  at  all. 
Only  one  Bill  was  passed  by  that  Government 
that  was  ever  of  any  use.  It  is  quite  true  they 
passed  another  small  one  extending  the  fran- 
■chise  to  seamen,  but  even  that  Bill  was  not 
glased  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  asked  for. 
l^evertheless,  it  was  passed,  and  I  give  them 
«tedit  for  having  passed  it.      But  when  they 


take  credit  for  having  initiated  and  passed 
labour  Bills,  then  I  should  like  to  know  when 
such  Bills  were  (Missed,  because  I  have  never 
seen  them.  They  passed  a  Shipping  Act 
which  was  copied  from  an  Act  of  1854.  The 
Acts  which  they  passed  are  not  fit  to  cope 
with  the  conditions  which  exist  to-day  ;  and 
they  did  not  even  cope  with  the  conditions 
which  existed  at  the  time  they  were  passed. 
Any  member  can  turn  up  those  Bills  and 
see  that  what  I  say  is  true.  Why,  they 
would  be  scouted  now  in  any  part  of  the 
colony.  Whatever  faults  the  Government  may 
have,  they  have  honestly  endeavoured  to  do  all 
they  could  for  the  workers  of  the  colony.  I 
am  very  pleased  to  see  that  they  now  propose 
to  deal  with  what  is  a  very  complicated  sub- 
ject— namely,  fair  wages  for  persons  working 
for  local  bodies  and  for  the  Government.  The 
Government  are  gradually  being  brought  into 
line ;  but,  unfortunately  the  local  bodies  do  not 
go  the  same  length.  There  is  a  good  deal  too 
much  of  this  small  contracting,  and  the  small 
contracting  is  tending  daily  to  lower  the 
wages  of  the  workers  in  the  ooimtry — the  day- 
labourers.  There  are  cases  where  three  or  four 
men  take  up  small  contracts,  and  the  men  get, 
perhaps,  5s.  a  day,  and  the  contractor  gets  the 
rest.  I  certainly  think  the  time  has  arrived,  see- 
ing that  the  Government  have  set  a  minimum  of 
78.  a  day  for  day-labour,  when  a  Bill  might  be 
introduced  fixing  7s.  a  day  as  a  minimum  wage 
for  every  adult  worker  in  the  colony.  I  do  not 
say  for  young  people ;  but,  so  far  as  adults  are 
concerned,  he  is  a  very  poor  man  who  is  not 
worth  7s.  a  day. 

An  Hon.  Member. — There  were  Government 
men  last  year  at  Is.  2d.  on  co-operative  works. 

Mr.  M I L  L  A  R. — On  co-operative  works  I 
That  is  contract  work.  As  to  low  wages,  where 
the  fault  is,  in  many  cases,  in  co-operative 
works  is  this :  where  the  front  of  a  cutting  is 
rock,  and  when  the  main  part  of  the  cutting 
turns  out  to  be  rotten  rock  or  clay,  the  price  is 
altered  from  the  original  price  and  reduced 
to  that  for  cutting  clay.  I  think  in  these  cases 
you  should  let  the  contractor  take  the  risk. 
Where  a  price  has  been  fixed,  it  is  not  right  to 
cut  down  that  price,  and  thus  prevent  the  men 
getting  a  fair  wage.  That  is  where  the  mistake 
has  been  made. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — The  prices  have  been  quoted 
as  being  for  all  weathers,  and  for  every  day 
the  man  was  on  the  works.  If  a  man  worked 
only  one  day  in  a  week  he  was  put  down  as 
having  made  only  Cs.  per  week,  instead  of 
having,  as  he  had,  earned  6s.  for  the  day 
worked. 

Mr.  MILLAB. — I  am  glad  to  see  that  the 
Government  intend  to  bring  in  a  Compensation 
to  Workmen  Act,  and  also  the  Accident  In- 
surance Act,  and  it  is  not  before  its  time.  I 
think,  for  three  sessions  the  Wages  Protection 
Bill  was  before  this  House.  Sometimes  it  has 
been  blocked  here  and  sometimes  in  another 
place  ;  and,  although  honourable  members  have 
denied  again  and  again  that  it  was  a  condition 
of  employment,  I  know  for  an  absolute  fact 
that  it  is,   and,  if    it  is  challenged,  I  refer 
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members  to  the  Grown  Prosecutor  in  Dunedin, 
who  can  tell  them  of  a  oa««e,  commenced  four- 
teen days  ago,  in  connection  with  a  man  who 
had  money  stopped  from  his  wages.  He  was 
told  it  was  one  of  the  conditions  of  employ- 
ment, and  he  was  told  to  leave  if  he  did  not 
like  it,  and  he  left.  If  honourable  members 
say  it  does  not  exist  I  refer  them  to  the  man 
who  had  the  case  in  his  hands.  But,  Sir, 
rather  than  let  the  case  go  into  Court  the 
employers  paid  up  the  whole  concern.  This 
Accident  Insurance  Act  ought  to  he  brought 
in ;  or,  if  we  do  not  pass  that,  the  honourable 
gentleman  ought  to  bring  in  a  Workmen's 
Wages  Act  again,  and  let  us  pass  that  in 
some  shape  or  form,  so  as  to  stop  this  kind 
of  thing  going  on.  There  is  a  very  strong 
feeling  existing  about  it  not  only  in  Dun- 
edin,  but  in  other  parts  of  the  colony, 
and  unless  something  is  done  I  am  sure 
there  will  be  further  trouble.  Then,  it  is 
proposed  to  amend  the  Industrial  Arbitration 
and  Conciliation  Act,  and  I  hope  when  that 
Bill  comes  down  it  will  prove  a  complete 
amendment,  because  there  is  no  doubt  from 
the  way  things  are  at  present  the  Judges  are 
absolutely  unable  to  overtake  the  work.  The 
only  way  is  to  appoint  a  Judge  for  the  Arbitra- 
tion Court  work  alone,  and  let  him  fill  in  any 
jspare  time  in  other  Court  work.  I  see  it  is 
mooted  that  there  should  be  two  Courts— one 
for  the  North  and  one  for  the  South  Island. 
Sir,  if  this  Act  is  to  be  of  any  use  there 
should  be  uniformity  of  decision,  and  there  will 
be  no  uniformity  if  there  are  to  be  two  Courts. 
Then,  let  us  wipe  out  the  Conciliation  Boards 
altogether,  or  else  invest  them  with  some 
power.  Speaking  as  a  member  of  the  Con- 
ciliation Board,  I  may  say  we  sit  hour  after 
hour,  and  we  thresh  out  the  whole  case— and 
the  Court  is  generally  guided  by  what  we  do — 
and  after  we  have  spent  hours  and  hours  in 
coming  to  a  decision  it  has  simply  no  force. 
We  should  either  be  placed  in  such  a  position 
that  our  awards  would  be  binding,  and  that 
dissatisfied  parties  should  be  allowed  to  ap- 
peal to  the  Arbitration  Court  f  xactly  as  a  man 
would  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court,  or  else  we 
are  no  longer  required.  I  trust  that,  whatever 
form  the  Act  will  take,  a  provision  will  be  in- 
cluded either  to  make  a  Court  alone  to  deal 
with  all  disputes,  or  else  give  the  Conciliation 
Boards  some  little  power.  There  is  always  the 
Court  of  Arbitration,  to  which  there  would  be 
the  right  of  appeal  as  the  highest  power.  I 
believe,  if  that  were  done  there  would  not  be 
half  the  work  for  the  Arbitration  Court  that 
there  is  at  the  present  time.  If  every  one  does 
not  get  exactly  what  he  wants,  knowing  that 
there  is  a  higher  Court,  he  takes  it  to  that 
Court,  feeling  that  he  will  not  lose  much  and 
he  may  gain  something.  The  Act,  I  under- 
stand, was  to  try  and  settle  disputes  in  a  fair  and 
amicable  spirit,  and  to  promote  a  better  feeling 
between  employer  and  employed,  but  I  am 
afraid,  as  it  is  going  at  the  present  time,  it  may 
act  in  the  opposite  direction.  I  throw  these 
suggestions  out  to  the  honourable  gentleman, 
hoping  that  he  will  take  notice  of  them.    I  freely 
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admit,  and  I  honestly  believe  it  will  be  admitted 
by  employers  and  employed,  that  these  Courts 
have  done  good  work,  but  where  we  see  weak- 
nesses in  the  system  I  think  we  ought  to  endea- 
vour to  amend  it  so  as  to  make  it  more  workable^ 
and  more  likely  to  give  satisfaction  to  all  con- 
cerned. I  am  pleased  to  see  the  Government 
propose  to  enlarge  the  scope  of  the  Advances 
to  Settlers  Act.  The  one  blot  on  this,  to  mj 
mind,  has  been  that  any  portion  of  the  com- 
munity who  had  security  to  offer  could  not 
get  money,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  it  is  proposed 
to  wipe  this  defect  out ;  and  the  Government 
are  perfectly  safe  in  doing  so.  According  to 
the  report  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  by 
the  officer  in  charge  of  this  department,  we 
find  that  every  penny-piece  of  arrears  wcm  paid 
up  to  the  Slst  March,  1898,  and  we  fini  that  on 
the  30th  September  of  this  year  there  is  only 
£4  16s.  owing  in  interest  by  three  persons. 
Now,  Sir,  the  Opposition  must  feel  highlj 
pleased  that  the  security  at  Waverley  has 
not  proved  to  be  so  great  a  loss  to  the  de* 
partment  as  they  predicted.  I  think  the  sum 
was  estimated  at  £1,600  for  the  Wanganal 
district  alone,  and  now  we  have  the  manager 
of  this  department  telling  us  the  thing  is  abso- 
lutely clear.  It  has  been  dif^posed  of  to  an 
industrious  settler.  He  has  put  up  a  six-roomed 
house,  and  has  cleared  160  acres  of  land,  and 
there  is  no  loss  to  the  department  in  any  shape 
or  form.  Let  us  hope  the  Opposition  will  con- 
gratulate the  Government  on  this  issue  now. 

An  Hon.  Member. — The  department  wat 
very  much  surprised. 

Mr.  MILLAB. — When  things  turn  oat  as 
they  do  not  expect  the  Opposition  are  alwayt 
surprised,  but  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  knows  that  the  Opposition  are  the 
worst  set  of  prophets  that  ever  came  to  this 
House.  They  have  been  prophesying  for  the 
last  seven  years  that  the  people  of  the  oolonj 
would  get  their  eyes  opened,  but,  unfortu- 
nately, from  their  own  point  of  view,  the  people 
seem  to  be  as  blind  as  they  were  seven  yean 
ago. 

Mr.  McGUIRE. — Don't  you  make  any  mis- 
take about  that. 

Mr.  MILLAR. — There  is  no  mistake.  W» 
shall  come  back  here  next  year  with  a  bigger 
majority  than  we  have  now.  The  whole  of 
this  report  goes  to  show  how  well  this  depart- 
ment is  being  conducted.  We  all  know  of  the 
mare's  nest  the  Opposition  discovered  with  re- 
gard to  the  £45,000  at  the  initiation  of  this 
scheme  for  payment  of  interest.  We  heard 
frightful  tales  of  the  loss  that  would  come  to 
the  colony;  and  what  do  they  see  to-day? 
They  see  that  the  whole  of  that  money  is  paid 
back  out  of  profits.  After  borrowing  another 
£9,000  last  year  to  pay  interest  on  two  mil- 
lions—  not  on  a  million  and  a  half  —  on 
the  8lRt  March  there  was  only  £7,000  due 
out  of  the  whole  lot.  And  on  the  dlst  Marcta^ 
1900,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  department 
says  he  will  not  require  one  penny-pieee 
from  the  consolidated  revenue.  The  profits 
from  the  working  of  the  business  will  pay  the 
whole  thing ;  and  they  ought  to  take  an  object* 
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lesson  from  that,  and  go  on  lending  out  money 
in  the  way  they  are  doing  until  they  become 
the  sole  mortgagees  in  the  colony.  Ic  has  been 
said  we  are  going  to  ruin  the  Government 
Insurance  Department  and  the  Public  Trust 
Department  by  coming  into  competition  with 
them ;  but  honourable  members  know  that  the 
profit*)  of  the  Public  Trust  Department  are 
ruled  by  the  rates  of  interest  outside,  and  the 
higher  the  rates  of  interest  outside  the  more 
the  beneficiaries  of  the  Public  Trust  Office  will 
haTe.  We  admit  all  that ;  but  is  the  colony  to 
be  sacrificed  for  the  benefit  of  the  beneficiaries 
of  the  Public  Trust  Office  and  the  Government 
Insurance  Office  ?  What  were  their  profits  last 
year?  I  say  that  neither  the  Government  In- 
sorance  nor  any  other  Government  department 
will  make  a  larger  rate  of  profit  than  the  out- 
side money-lender  will ;  and  the  mere  fact  of 
another  department  coming  into  competition, 
while  it  might  to  a  certain  extent  lessen  the 
lending-area,  cannot  to  any  material  extent 
affect  those  departments  or  the  other  money- 
lenders in  the  colony.  But  it  will  if  they  only 
continue  to  extend  it,  for  it  is  only  a  matter  of 
time  when  they  will  find  they  will  be  the  only 
mortgagees  in  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  McGUIRB.— What  about  the  loans  to 
local  bodies  ? 

Mr.  MILLAR. — The  honourable  member  for 
Hawera  is  right.  I  am  sorry  this  Speech  does 
not  contain  a  proposal  for  a  large  and  compre- 
hensive measure  to  convert  and  consolidate  the 
whole  of  the  local  bodies'  loans.     I  recognise 

QQ  that  that  is  one  of  the  greatest  mea- 
sures we  can  introduce  and  carry 
through  this  House,  and  any  Government  or 
Parliament  that  will  carry  it  through  will  do  a 
good  thing  for  the  colony.  Just  see  what  a  lot 
it  means.  It  is  in  ^  the  interest  of  every  rate- 
payer, and  indirectly  of  every  person  who  occu- 
pies a  house  in  this  colony ;  and  I  believe  the 
thing  may  be  done  very  well.  Then,  I  see  that 
it  is  proposed  to  alter  the  electoral  laws.  I  do 
not  know,  of  course,  what  direction  this  is  to 
take,  but  I  certainly  think  there  is  room  for 
improvement  in  our  electoral  laws.  Personally, 
I  hope  the  proposal  will  prohibit  all  canvassing 
and  committees,  and  will  simply  allow  a  man 
10  go  on  the  platform  and  make  his  speech, 
uid  then  distribute  it,  but  nothing  beyond  that. 
These  are  some  of  the  things  that  are  proposed. 
Then,  commercial  travellers'  and  seamen's 
rights  ought  to  be  got  much  more  easily  than 
they  can  be  at  the  present  time.  Now,  one 
thing  that  I  would  like  to  refer  to  is  this, 
ftlthough  it  is  not  contained  in  the  Speech : 
F^r  two  or  three  years  I  have  asked  the 
Qovemment  what  they  intended  to  do  in  con- 
nection with  the  Press  Association,  and  the 
thing  has  been  fenced  steadily,  so  that  we  see 
now  it  is  developing  into  a  huge  monopoly, 
ud  I  am  going  to  prove  it.  Within  the  last 
two  or  three  weeks  application  was  made  to 
^e  Press  Association  as  to  the  entrance-fee  for 
a  daily  paper  in  Dunedin  ;  and  what  was  the 
K^ply?  £900  was  the  entrance-fee,  and  there 
wotdd  be  a  contribution  of  £300  afterwards; 
ud  the  paper  would  have  to  pay  for  its  tele- 
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grams  in  addition  to  all  this.  They  have  built 
up  a  monopoly  to  which  we  contribute  £36,000 
per  annum,  and  the  organization  are  simply 
using  that  for  their  own  purposes  in  order  to 
prevent  competition  of  any  description.  I  hope 
before  this  session  expires  that  we  shall  deal 
with  this  matter  thoroughly.  I  am  pleased 
to  see.  Sir,  tliat  an  improvement  is  to  be 
made  for  the  local  bodies  in  the  taking  of 
polls  for  the  raising  of  loans,  and  likewise  on 
the  rating  on  the  unimproved  values.  It  is 
just  about  time  that  only  a  bare  majority  of 
those  who  poll  should  decide  these  questious, 
and  not  be  decided  as  it  is  at  the  present  time. 
If  we  carry  that  I  am  sure  we  shall  be  doing 
good  work.  Then,  it  is  proposed  to  introduce 
the  referendum.  Well,  I  only  hope  it  will 
be  introduced,  because,  if  the  referendum  is 
carried,  I  do  not  f>ee  that  there  will  be  much 
use  for  another  place,  or  for  the  members  In 
another  place.  If  we  had  the  referendum  itk 
this  House,  then  we  could  refer  questions 
directly  to  the  people,  and  under  those  cir- 
cumstances we  would  not  want  a  revising 
Chamber  at  all.  It  may  be  made  a  very  useful 
measure;  but  to  my  mind  great  care  will 
have  to  be  taken  in  drafting  out  this  Bill,  so 
as  to  prevent  any  trivial  things  being  brought 
forward  under  it.  The  Swiss  system  ma]^e8 
provision  against  any  question  being  referred 
to  the  people  unless  by  a  very  fair  majority  ' 
of  the  people,  and  I  hope  this  will  be  the 
same  in  the  proposed  Bill,  otherwise  we  may 
be  taking  a  referendum  on  every  question. 
Then,  we  are  again  promised  a  measure  on 
local  government ;  but.  Sir,  speaking  for  my- 
self, I  do  not  desire  to  see  a  Local  Government 
Bill  introduced  this  session.  This  is  the  last 
session  of  this  Parliament,  and  I  am  not  de- 
sirous of  remaining  here  too  long.  But,  what- 
ever form  of  local  government  may  be  brought 
forward,  we  have  the  example  of  the  London 
County  Council,  and  I  thmk  that  is  the  form 
our  local  government  ought  to  take.  They  have 
shown  us  by  their  practice  for  some  year^  that 
it  is  based  on  a  sound  constitution,  and  it  is 
working  splendidly  ;  and,  I  believe,  if  a  system 
such  as  that  were  to  be  introduced  here — or, 
in  other  words,  practically  a  return  to  a  sort 
of  modified  provincialism — we  really  would  be 
better  off  than  we  are  at  the  present  time. 
Then,  again,  we  are  promised  our  old  friend 
the  Technical  Education  Bill.  Weil,  I  do  not 
know  whether  this  Bill  will  go  through.  I 
sincerely  hope  it  will,  because  the  technical 
schools  throughout  the  colony  are  doing  splen- 
did work,  and  I  do  not  think  we  can  deal  with 
a  more  important  subject  at  the  present  time. 
But,  side  bv  side  with  that,  I  trust  the  Govern- 
ment will  bring  in  some  scheme  to  deal  with 
the  children  in  our  industrial  schools,  which 
are  also  a  part  of  our  educational  system ;  and 
I  think  in  this  connection  the  children  who  are 
committed  for  reformatory  purposes  should  be 
divided  from  those  that  are  simply  unfortunate. 
I  trust  the  Government  will  do  this,  because 
there  is  a  growing  feeling  throughout  .the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  colony  that  something  in 
this  direction  will  have  to  be  done,  and  I  hope 


84 


Address  in  Eeply, 


[HOUSE.]        Addre  s  in  Beply.        [June  27 


they  will  do  it  in  this  present  session.  Now, 
Sir,  these  are,  I  think,  the  most  salient  points 
contained  in  the  Address.  We  are  told  at  the 
end  that  "  Bills  will  be  again  introduced  deal- 
ing with  local  government,  agriculture,  tech- 
nical education,  mining,  and  trading  ;  also, 
amendments  and  extensions  of  the  law  as  re- 
gards several  questions  affecting  the  social  and 
industrial  progress  of  the  colony."  Sir,  I  sin- 
cerely trust  that  some  of  these  Bills  will  be  in- 
troduced, and  that  some  of  these  Bills  will  be 
carried,  because  they  are  pressing  social  ques- 
tions to-day  that  require  dealing  with.  So  far 
there  has  been  little  or  no  attempt  to  deal  with 
them,  and,  if  the  Government  carry  out  all  that 
is  given  in  the  Speech  from  His  Excellency,  I 
have  no  fear  but  chat  the  results  of  this  session 
will  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  whole  of  the 
colony.  I  have  to  congratulate  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  proposals  here  contained,  and  I  trust 
that  this  setision  at  least  we  shall  be  able  to  do 
some  good,  useful  work. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
the  following  respectful  address  be  presented 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  reply  to  the 
Speech  His  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to 
make  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament : — 

••  May  it  please  toub  Excellency, — 

"  We,  Her  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, the  Representatives  of  New  Zealand, 
thank  your  Excellency  for  the  speech  you  have 
been  pleased  to  make  to  both  Houses,  and  to 
reciprocate  your  Excellency's  pleasure  in  again 
meeting  us  in  Parliament. 

"  It  affords  us  pleasure  to  hear  of  your  Ex- 
cellency's recent  visits  to  districts  in  both 
Islands,  including  the  West  Coast  and  North 
Island  goldfields,  and  of  the  cordial  welcome 
extended  to  you  as  Her  Majesty's  representa- 
tive both  from  the  European  and  Maori  people  ; 
And  also  that  your  Excellency  had  remitted 
the  unexpired  portion  of  the  sentences  of  the 
misguided  Natives  concerned  in  the  disturb 
ances  at  Rawene  and  Waima  last  year. 

**  We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  it  has  been 
decided  to  push  on  the  completion  of  our  l»ar- 
bour-defences,  and  to  increase  and  fully  arm 
our  Volunteers ;  that  our  harbour- defences  are 
in  a  much  improved  position,  and  that  a  scheme 
for  the  defence  of  the  colony  is  on  its  way  to 
the  Imperial  Defence  Committee. 

**  We  are  pleased  to  hear  of  your  Excellency's 
visit  to  the  Cook  Islands,  and  the  finding  there 
.of  an  improved  state  of  affairs. 

'*  We  had  beard,  as  your  Excellency  states, 
of  the  recent  troubles  in  Samoa,  and,  while  re- 
gretting them  exceedingly,  are  pleased  to  hear 
that  the  offers  of  assistance  tendered  by  the 
Government  of  New  Zealand  have  been  favour- 
ably entertained  by  the  Imperial  Government. 

"  It  is  satisfactory  to  learn  from  your  Excel- 
lency that  the  Auckland  Industrial  Exhibition 
more  than  realised  the  expectations  of  its  origi- 
nators. 

**The  investigation  of  the  allegations  as  to 
the  conditions  under  which  examinations  have 
been  held  and  marine  certificates  granted  will 
be  hailed  with  satisfaction. 
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*'  We  are  also  pleased  to  hear  of  the  opening 
of  the  V'C  > )  -i%  0  til  e  ge,  and  of  the  completion 
Bthe  Library  aid  a  portion  of  the  Parliament 
uildings. 

"  We  are  gratified  to  learn  of  the  progress  of 
settlement  under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act, 
and  assure  your  Excellency  that  any  proposals 
that  may  be  made  for  extending  the  compulsory 
taking  of  land  to  borough  and  suburbem  lands, 
and  for  providing  that  cases  brought  before  a 
Compensation  Court  shall  be  assessed  on  the 
marketable  value  only,  shall  receive  our  most 
attentive  consideration. 

*<  We  are  pleased  to  hear  of  the  appointment 
of  a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the 
cause  of  the  late  railway  accident  at  Rakaia. 

"  The  estimates,  when  placed  before  us,  shall 
receive  our  earnest  consideration.  We  are 
pleased  to  hear  that  there  was  an  increased 
revenue  last  year,  and  that  it  is  proposed  to 
make  inquiries  as  to  the  equality  of  sacrifice 
between  direct  and  indirect  taxation. 

'*  The  necessary  expenditure  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  railway  between  Wellington  and 
Auckland,  and  for  roads  in  the  back  blocks, 
shall  engage  our  earnest  attention. 

**The  various  Bills  mentioned  by  your  Ex- 
cellency, and  any  other  measures  that  may  be 
laid  before  us,  shall  receive  our  most  attentive 
consideration. 

"  And  we  join  with  your  Excellency  in  pray- 
ing that  our  deliberations  may  be  for  the  good 
of  the  colony  and  the  advancement  of  its  people, 
and  that  the  Almighty  may  guide  and  direct 
our  efforts." — {Mr.  Stevens,) 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay).— Sir,  the 
honourable  member  who  last  addressed   you 
commenced  by  claiming  the  indulgence  of  the 
House.     He  said  he  could  not  claim   it  aa  a 
new  member,  and  I  certainly  thought  be  had 
no  occasion  to  crave   any  indulgence  on  the 
score  of  his  greenness,  for  he  certainly  made 
us  a  very  exhaustive  speech ;  but,  Sir,  he  wai 
by  no  means  green.     In  fact,  from  the  very 
first  moment  that  he  commenced  speaking  he 
had  in  his  mind  that  there  was  a  general  elec- 
tion at  no  remote  date,  and  he  was  preaching 
a  homily  for  the  benefit  of  the  labour  organi- 
zations, and  not  addressing  one  single  period 
to  you.     His  criticisms  of  the  administration 
pf  the  Government  were  so  half-hearted,  and 
many  of  his  remarks  on  their  policy  so  damag- 
ing, that  though  he  appeared  to  be  ready  to 
support  anything  that  Ministers   proposed,  I 
almost  imagined  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
would  send  out  for  a  Bible,  so  as  to  get  the 
exact  words  of  a  quotation,  of  which  I  am  not 
quite  sure  myself,  but  I  think  it  runs  as  fol- 
lows: '*This  people  honoureth  me  with  their 
lipn,  but   their  heart   is    far   from    me.*'     Sir, 
the  honourable  gentleman  criticized  adversely 
many  of  the  statements  which  appear  in  i^e 
Address  His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  make  to 
us.    He  disagreed  strongly  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  lending  Board  carried  on  its  duties. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Certainly  he  did.  He 
disagreed  entirely  from  the  amount  of  Oustomi 
taxation  under  which   the   gold   industry  is, 
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ftcoording  to  his  lights,  oeing  hampered ;  and, 
Sir,  be  added,  it  was  impossible  for  New  Zealand 
m«ii  to  compete  with  Australia  in  the  manu- 
facfenre  of  dredges.  I  have  a  higher  opinion 
of  the  mannfaoturing  energy  of  New-Zealanders 
than  to  believe  they  oannot  compete  with  their 
fellows  in  the  Australian  Colonies;  and,  so  far 
from  the  condition  of  the  dredge- manufacture 
being  as  described  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Danedin,  from  information  given  to  me  I 
nnderstiuid  that  every  shop  in  Dunedin  which 
can  possibly  turn  out  dredges  is  at  the  present 
moment  fully  occupied  in  their  manufacture, 
and  there  is  difficultv  in  getting  trained  work- 
men in  the  shops.  Then,  Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  continued  that  he  disapproved  en- 
tirely of  the  endeavour  to  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  the  class  for  whom  he  is  supposed 
to  be  the  special  representative,  by  way  of 
sapplyiog  them  the  necessaries  of  life  at  a 
cheaper  rate  than  they  are  obtainable  at  at 
tbe  present  time.  He  blamed  the  Government 
▼ery  severely  for  having  even  dared  to  mention 
sach  a  subject.  But  here  I  would  pause  just 
ooe  instant  to  say  I  cannot  help  compliment- 
ing tbe  Government  on  their  wisdom  in  this 
r<*8peot,  for  I  predicted  on  every  platform  in 
New  Zealand  from  which  I  addressed  the 
people  that  the  Government  would  adopt  the 
wise  suggestion R  of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  had  no  policy. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  am  extremely  pleased 
to  see  the  right  honourable  geatleman  is  moved  ; 
I  am  extremely  sorry  to  say  he  was  so  unobser- 
vant that  he  failed  to  perceive  I  outlined  a 
policy,  though  I  said  it  was  yet  impossible  to 
define  one  absolutely,  which  the  Government 
would  have  promptly  "jumped."  But,  Sir,  I 
am  reminded  to  mention  that  I  intend  to  move 
an  amendment.  I  shall  move  that  later.  It  is 
searoely  an  amendment,  for  it  is  such  a 
pleasing  little  addition  to  the  Address  that 
1  am  convinced  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
ought  to  approve  it.  But,  Sir,  before  I  move 
my  addition  to  the  Address  in  Reply  I  wish  to 
lay  there  can  be  no  question  about  this  :  that 
I,  at  any  rate,  have  for  many  years— I  think  I 
may  say  for  a  quarter  of  a  century — advocated 
the  course  pounced  upon  by  the  Government — 
that  I  have  urged  it  is  our  duty  to  adjust  the 
incidence  of  taxation  so  that  those  least  able  to 
bear  it  should  have  the  advantage  of  procuring 
the  necessaries  of  life  at  a  cheaper  rate.  I 
have  always  argued  in  that  direction ;  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Premier  has  always  argued  in 
the  opposite,  but  no  doubt  he  fancied  he  had 
good  reasons  for  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  was  with  you  in  1888  in 
protesting  against  Sir  Harry  Atkinson's  tariff. 

Hon.  Mexbsbs.— No. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Well,  then.  Sir,  I  will 
pass  on  from  the  objection  which  the  honour- 
able member  for  Danedin  City  has  to  the 
alleviation  of  those  least  able  to  bear  the  in- 
cidence of  taxation  on  the  necessaries  of  life. 
The  honourable  gentleman  objected  altogether 
U>  the  system  under  which  the  railways  are 
beieg  managed,  and  there  I  am  thoroughly  in 
accord  with  him.    I  have  no  time  nor  desire  on 


this  occasion  to  comment  on  the  management 
of  the  railways;  but,  Sir,  when  I  heard  the 
honourable  member  actually  seconding  the  Ad- 
dress in  Reply  commenting  so  severely  on  the 
management  of  the  railways  I  wondered  why 
he  had  agreed  to  the  request  of  the  Government 
to  second  a  speech  with  which  he  disagreed  on 
so  many  essential  points.  It  is  true,  as  he 
said,  that  the  rolling-stock  has  been  increased, 
but  he  knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  it  has  been 
paid  for  out  of  borrowed  money.  He  knows 
that  reductions  are  being  made  at  the  expense 
of  the  efficiency  of  the  railways,  and  that  to 
pretond  that  there  are  the  so-called  dividends 
they  are  making  renewals  out  of  borrowed 
money,  and  not  paying  for  them  out  of 
working  -  expenses.  So,  again,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  objected  to 
the  absence  of  any  scheme  for  the  consoli- 
dation of  local  bodies*  loans.  He  not  only 
blamed  the  Government  for  things  in  the 
Speech,  but  he  actually  blamed  them  for  sub- 
jects they  had  not  introduced,  until  I  almost 
felt  sorry  they  should  be  treated  in  such  a  very 
harsh  manner  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  treated  the  Government  on  this  occa- 
sion. There  is  one  point  on  which  I  should 
like  to  agree  with  him  very  much  indeed.  He 
said  there  was  an  epoch  of  prosperity  at  the 
present  time,  but  that  it  was  not  confined  to 
one  special  class  of  the  community  only,  as  were 
former  epochs  of  prosperity.  Sir,  I  maintain 
that  there  is  no  such  prosperity  at  the  present 
time  as  it  existed  in  the  past,  notwithstanding 
the  assertions  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Manawatu,  and  notwithstanding  the  boast  the 
Government  are  putting  forward  continually. 
I  maintain  that  the  working-classes  are  not  so 
prosperous  now  as  they  were  years  ago,  and 
before  them  there  is  greater  difficulty,  and,  ex- 
cept in  a  few  places,  to  obtain  profitable  em- 
ployment now  is  more  difficult  than  in  former 
years. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — You  are  speaking  for 
Hawke*s  Bay. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No,  I  am  not  speaking 
for  that  part  of  the  country  which  I  know- 
best ;  but  I  say  that  is  the  caso  in  many  places. 
Well,  Sir,  I  will  give  an  illustration  in  point. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Assets  Realisation  Board,  will  know 
the  Mangatoro  Estate.  Will  he  tell  me  it  was 
not  by  his  own  orders  as  a  member  of  that 
Board  that  the  rate  of  wages  on  the  estate  has 
been  reduced  from  25  to  50  per  cent,  under  that 
of  the  original  management  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Certainly  not. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier,  I  presume,  does  not  know,  but  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  the  rate  of  wages  is  25  to  50  per 
cent,  lower  now  than  it  was  before  the  estate 
passed  to  the  Realisation  Board. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  Certainly  not.  Ask  Mr. 
Fraser  if  the  Board  has  reduced  wages.  We 
have  done  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  — I  have  absoluto  au- 
thority for  saying  that  the  wages  have  been 
much  reduced ;  but  the  fallacy  of  supposing,  aa 
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the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Oity  ap- 
parently does,  that  it  ia  possible  that  pro- 
sperity can  belong  to  one  especial  class  only  is 
ridioalous.  Prosperity  pervades  the  whole  com- 
munity ;  you  cannot  give  prosperity  to  one  class 
and  not  to  another  ;  all  will  be  prosperous  alike, 
or  all  will  suffer  alike.  It  would  be  contrary  to 
the  desire  of  everybody  that  prosperity  should 
reach  to  one  section  of  society  without  per- 
vading every  class  in  the  whole  community. 
Then,  I  was  much  amused  when  the  honour- 
able member  said  that,  so  far  as  the  Boyal 
Commission  which  was  alluded  to  in  the  Speech 
was  concerned,  those  who  expected  any  infor- 
mation to  come  out  of  that  would  be  very  much 
mistaken.  Well,  Sir,  I  am  inclined  to  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  in  that  respect 
also,  but  I  hope  to  move  an  addition  to  the 
Speech  presently  which  will  secure  proper  in- 
formation being  given  to  the  country  in  con- 
nection with  what  is  now  known  as  the 
*'  Marine  scandal."  I  have  endeavoured  to 
frame  the  resolution  in  such  a  way  that  the 
Government  can  have  no  reason  to  dissent 
from  it.  I  know  how  anxious  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Premier  is  to  seize  on  every  motion 
which  is  not  just  as  he  likes  and  treat 
it  as  a  no  -  confidence  motion.  I  have 
framed  it  in  a  manner  so  simple  that  I  am 
Bure  the  right  honourable  gentleman  will 
find  he  cannot  but  agree  with  it.  Another 
point  I  wish  to  refer  to  before  I  pass  from  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
City.  He  spoke  of  the  industrial  legislation  of 
the  Atkinson  Qovemment.  I  understood  him 
at  first  to  say  they  had  introduced  none  at  all, 
bat  subsequently  he  said  they  did,  and  he 
added,  *'  They  only  built  the  lighthouse,  but 
they  did  not  put  in  the  lamps."  Well,  if  it  is 
true  that  they  built  the  lighthouse,  I  think  it 
may  be  fairly  claimed  they  advanced  a  long 
way  towards  completing  the  legislation.  If  it 
was  only  left  for  the  present  Qovemment  to 

Sat  in  the  lamps,  the  Atkinson  Qovemment 
eserve  considerable  kudos  for  the  legislation 
they  introduced.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  any 
honourable  member  will  take  the  trouble  to 
refer  to  the  Hansard  reports  of  the  year  1890 
it  will  be  found  that  all  sorts  of  measures  which 
have  since  been  reintroduced  by  the  present 
Gk)vemment  were  introduced  by  the  Atkinson 
Government,  and  were  actually  blocked,  and 
mainly  at  the  instigation  of  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Premier,  who  proceeded  in  his  then  posi- 
tion in  the  House  to  block,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, any  legislation  of  the  kind 
passed  daring  that  session.  And  why,  Sir? 
Because,  believing  his  party  were  on  the  eve 
of  coming  into  power,  he  wished  that  the 
honour  of  passing  such  legislation  should  rest 
with  his  party,  and  with  that  object  business 
was  delayed  and  "stonewalled"  by  the  then 
Opposition  until  the  Parliament  was  about  to 
expire  by  effluxion  of  time.  Another  point  I 
noted  I  should  like  to  call  attention  to,  be- 
oause  it  is  an  absolute  contradiction  of  all  the 
Premier  himself  has  said,  although  when  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  uttered 
the  truism  the   Premier  said  "Hear,  hear." 

Captain  RusmU 


The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  re- 
marked that  the  rates  of  interest  in  the  lending 
departments  of  this  colony  were  ruled  by  the 
outside  money-lender.  To  that  the  Premier 
said  *•  Hear,  hear."  How,  I  ask,  does  the 
Hon.  the  Premier  reconcile  that  with  the 
statement  he  so  persistently  makes,  that  it  is 
his  Government  that  has  succeeded  in  reducing 
the  rate  of  interest  in  Kew  Zealand  ?  If  the 
rates  of  interest  received  by  the  lending  de- 
partments of  this  colony  are  governed  by  the 
outside  money-lender,  how  is  it  possible  that 
the  money  that  has  been  introduced  by  the 
Government  under  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Act  could  have  upset  all  the  ordinary  laws 
of  supply  and  demand,  and  reduced  the 
rates  of  interest  in  this  colony?  We  all 
know  such  is  not  the  case.  With  regard 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Manawata, 
his  quotations  reminded  me  of  a  dishevelled 
and  unbound  copy  of  an  official  handbook — a 
lot  of  pages  of  statistics  cast  together,  which  he 
was  endeavouring  to  read  at  first  sight.  I 
really  do  not  know  who  prepared  the  tables  he 
attempted  to  explain  to  the  House  ;  but,  at  any 
rate,  I  am  sure  the  person  who  so  laboriously 
concocted  them  would  not  be  in  any  measure 
satisfied  with  the  effort  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  it  was  quite  evident  he  had 
not  prepared  them  himself.  I  should  like  to 
correct  the  honourable  member  on  one  point. 
He  said,  "  The  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  admitted  at  Auckland  he  had  not  given 
sufficient  consideration  to  the  question  as  to 
whether  the  main  trunk  line  should  go  by 
Stratford  or  the  Central  route."  Now,  I  think 
he  misunderstood  what  I  said  on  that  matter. 
What  I  believe  myself  to  have  said — at  any 
rate,  what  I  say  now — is  this :  that,  so  far  as  I 
knew,  no  complete  or  detail  survey  had  been 
made  of  the  Stratford  route,  and  therefore  its  cost 
was  not  determined ;  and  that  I  had  no  reason, 
individually,  to  support  one  line  more  than  the 
other ;  but  that  I  would  strongly  recommend 
the  Auckland  people  to  settle  the  difficulty 
between  themselves,  and  whatever  waA  best 
for  the  colony  I  should  vote  for.  That,  I  think, 
is  the  substance  of  what  I  said  when  I  spoke  in 
Auckland,  and  therefore  I  did  not  make  the 
statement  the  honourable  gentleman  seems 
to  think  I  did.  The  honourable  member, 
like  the  member  for  Dunedin,  also  disap- 
proves of  certain  passages  in  the  Speeok 
to  which  we  are  now  required  to  send  a 
reply.  On  the  question  of  Native  administra- 
tion he  apparently  disagrees  entirely  with 
the  Government.  Ministers  are  prepared  to 
further  prevent  the  Natives  from  achieving 
their  individual  independence — that  is  to  say, 
instead  of  following  the  course  the  honourabl« 
member  for  Manawatu  approves  of,  and  which 
I  have  myself  on  all  occasions  approved  of, 
they  do  not  regard  favourably  the  matter  of 
the  individualisation  of  Native  titles,  vehioh  is, 
in  my  opinion,  the  only  means  by  whioh  th« 
Native  can  be  lifted  from  his  present  semi- 
civilised  condition.  From  the  suggestion  of 
the  Government  as  conveyed  in  the  Speeoh,  it 
would    appear  they  wish   to   perpetuate    th* 
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disadvantages  under  which  the  Natives  have 
Jaboared  in  the  past,  and,  insteikd  of  having 
theic  titles  individualised,  there  is  to  he  a 
special  land  law  giving  local  control  to  Natives 
by  their  hapus.  I  was  glad  to  see  that  the 
honourable  member  lor  Mauawatu  disagreed 
with  the  scheme.  I  think  it  would  be  pre- 
judicial to  the  interests  of  the  Maori  if  such 
a  scheme  as  that  were  to  come  into  opera- 
tion. Then,  the  honourable  member  for 
Manawatu,  speaking  on  the  subject  of  old- 
age  pensions,  said  he  had  been  told  by  many 
young  people  who  had  had  to  maintain  their 
aged  parents  how  great  a  relief  had  been  given 
by  the  old-age  pension  scheme.  He  also  said 
iiiat  "  to  let  people  die  of  pauperism  would  be 
a  disgrace  to  the  colony."  I  ask  the  honour- 
able member  whether  i(  is  a  greater  disgrace  for 
children  to  allow  parents  .to  die  of  pauperism 
khan  for  the  State  to  do  so  ?  If  love  for  our  own 
flesh  and  blood  and  the  ties  of  kinship  are  not  a 
Bofficient  reason  why  we  should  maintain  our 
aged  parents,  have  we  a  right  to  look  to  the 
multitude  to  do  that  which  we  are  unwilling  to 
do  ourselves?  If  I  am  told  that  people  are  in- 
capable of  supporting  their  parents  it  is  a  differ- 
ent thing ;  but  if  people  who  are  in  a  position  to 
aid  their  parents  will  not  do  so  any  more,  it  is 
a  disgrace  to  tl>e  whole  pension  system.  It  is 
the  first  evidence  of  the  demoralisation  that  I 
believe  must  come  under  the  present  system  of 
old-age  pensions — if  people  able  to  support  them 
throw  their  aged  parents  on  the  State  for  relief. 

QOQ  Sir,  the  statistical  comparison  which 
'  the  honourable  member  for  Manawatu 
made  between  the  land- settlement  of  1890 
and  the  land-settlement  of  1899  had  no  effect 
whatsoever  if  it  was  meant  to  draw  a  parallel 
between  the  land-settlement  of  the  Opposition 
and  the  land-settlement  of  the  Government.  I 
am  not  in  a  position  at  the  present  moment  to 
put  the  matter  clearly  before  the  House,  as  I 
have  had  no  opportunity  of  searching  for  facts  ; 
but,  even  supposing  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  says  is  quite  correct,  the  com- 
parison of  the  years  1890  and  1899  only  shows 
that  this  present  Liberal  Government  may  be 
a  shade  better  than  the  preceding  Liberal  Go- 
vernment. The  facts  remain  and  can  be  seen, 
if  the  honourable  member  will  take  the  trouble 
to  look  for  them,  in  the  Appendices  of  the 
Journals,  that  land-settlement  during  the  two 
years  and  a  half  preceding  1891— during  the 
Atkinson  Administration — was  infinitely  larger 
than  that  of  the  Stout- Vogel  Administration, 
which  had  preceded  it  in  offioe. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbeb. — In  acreage,  but  not  in 
population. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  —  In  acreage,  and  in 
population  also.  I  do  not  intend  to  go  through 
the  Speech  paragraph  by  paragraph.  It  is  un- 
necessary that  I  should  do  that,  because  until 
we  see  the  Bills  to  give  effect  to  the  policy — 
and  I  am  afraid  a  large  number  of  the  Bills  we 
shall  never  be  invited  to  discuss  at  all — it  would 
only  be  a  waste  of  time  for  me  to  comment  on 
them  at  any  length.  But  I  wish  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  one  or  two  paragraphs.  For  instance, 
ihece  is  a  eulogistic  paragraph  on  the  improve- 


ment of  our  scheme  of  defence.  We  arc  told 
by  the  Eight  Hon.  the  Premier  that  he  has  in- 
creased and  fully  armed  our  Volunteers,  and 
our  harbour-defences  are  in  a  much  improved 
position.  I  would  be  happy  to  believe  that  our 
harbour-defences  are  in  a  much  better  position, 
but  as  to  that  I  have  not  ha.d  the  opportunity 
to  judge.  But  what  I  wish  to  say  in  regard  to 
our  Volunteers  is  that  the  Defence  Minister — 
for  I  suppose  he  is  the  person  responsible — has 
not  sufficiently  realised  that  the  mere  arming 
and  increasing  in  number  of  our  Volunteers  do 
not  make  them  efficient.  To  make  our  Volun- 
teers efficient  we  must  train  them ;  we  must 
di&cipline  them ;  we  must  have  trained  officers 
and  good  non-commissioned  officers.  I  say  we 
have  not  trained  officers ;  we  have  not  many 
good  non  commissioned  officers ;  there  is  no 
soheme  in  existence,  as  far  as  I  know,  under 
which  the  Volunteers  are  to  be  carefully  trained 
and  made  efficient,  as  they  might  be  in  a  very 
short  time.  I  maintain  we  shall  never  have  an 
efficient  defence  force  until  we  get  a  sufficient 
number  of  duly  qualified  n&n-commissioned 
officers  and  highly  trained  officers. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— We  are  doing  that  as  fast  as 
we  can 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  says  they  are  doing  that  as  fast  as  they 
can,  but,  so  far  as  I  know  and  see,  we  have  not, 
and  are  not  likely  soon  to  have,  officers  who  are 
competent  to  train  the  men  under  them  in  an 
efficient  way.  It  is  notorious  that  the  privates 
in  very  many  Volunteer  corps  know  their  work 
better  than  the  officers  know  theirs,  that  the 
officers  do  not  devote  the  necessary  amount  of 
attention  to  their  work,  and  until  there  is  some 
compulsory  system  of  real  test  examination, 
and  we  have  more  good  officers  appointed  on 
permanent  pay  to  give  the  whole  of  their  time 
to  properly  training  and  disciplining  the  Volun- 
teer Force,  we  may  increase  them  in  number 
and  arm  tiiem  with  the  very  best  weapons  that 
can  possibly  be  found,  but  when  the  time  comes 
for  their  services  to  be  called  into  requisition, 
however  brave  they  may  be — and  I  give  them 
every  credit  on  the  score  of  bravery — they  will 
be  led  like  lambs  to  the  slaughter,  instead  of 
being  valuable  soldiers,  as  they  might  easily  be. 
And,  with  regard  to  Samoa,  let  me  say  that 
though  it  is  necessary  that  the  young  people  of 
this  country  should  be  taught  to  appreciate  the 
great  country  to  which  they  belong,  and  that 
they  should  be  ready  to  sacrifice  their  lives  in 
defence  of  that  Empire  should  necessity  arise, 
it  was  most  unwise  that  we  should  endeavour 
to  send  our  Volunteers  to  Samoa.  I  will  give 
the  Premier  credit  for  a  desire  to  do  what  was 
right ;  but  to  say  we  should  send  our  young 
men  away  upon  a  quarrel  such  as  this — a 
quarrel  between  two  or  three  Consuls,  or  was 
possibly  due  to  denominational  antipathies — 
is,  I  think,  quite  wrong.  So  far  as  my  reading 
goes,  notwithstanding  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mission that  has  been  appointed,  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  we  should  have  been  send- 
ing our  men  to  fight  against  a  man  who  really 
ought  to  be  King  of  Samoa  —  Mataafa,  not 
Malietoa.  I  believe,  myself,  Mataafa  ought  to  be 
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King  of  Samoa  if  everybody  had  bis  rights,  and 
that  i;ve  should  have  been  sending  our  Volun- 
teers to  take  part  in  a  fight  engendered  probably 
by  the  greed  of  various  nationalities  who  are 
striving  for  dominancy  in  Samoa.  If  any  one 
will  take  the  trouble  to  read  the  book  which  has 
been  written  by  the  late  Mr.  Stevenson  on  Samoa, 
called  '*  Foot-notes  to  History,*'  he  will  there 
get  the  whole  account  of  the  disturbances  in 
Samoa.  Ten  years  ago,  or  thereabouts,  Ma- 
taafa  was  deported  by  the  Germans;  and  if 
they  read  that  book  carefully — the  man  who 
wrote  it  is  dead,  and  ooneequently  has  no  pre- 
judices in  connection  with  the  present  quarrel 
— they  will  see  that  it  may  be  fairly  argued 
that  Mataafa  ought  to  be  really  the  King  of 
Samoa ;  and  we  were  likely  to  be  sending  our 
men  to  force  upon  the  Samoans  a  man  as  king 
who  really  was  not  desired  by  the  people  or 
entitled  to  that  position  according  to  their 
customs. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — lb  was  proposed  in  order  to 
avoid  bloodshed. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  —  It  is  quite  a  new 
phase  of  military  art— to  send  a  force  against 
an  enemy  in  order  to  prevent  bloodshed.  The 
next  paragraph  in  the  Speech  which  I  wish  to 
draw  attention  to  is  this : — 

"  Certain  allegations  have  been  made  as  to 
the  conditions  under  which  marine  officers' 
certificates  have  been  obtained,  and  the  man- 
ner iu  which  examinations  therefor  have  been 
conducted.  It  has  been  deemed  advisable  that 
a  full  and  complete  investigation  should  take 
place,  and  for  that  purpose  a  Royal  Commission 
nas  been  appointed." 

Well,  Sir,  I  endeavoured  to  get  an  answer 
from  the  Premier  to-day  as  to  what  the  nature 
and  scope  of  that  Commission  was,  and  we  all 
know  what  his  reply  was.  It  is  said,  '*  Speech 
is  given  to  conceal  our  thoughts,"  and  the 
Premier  this  afternoon  certainly  did  conceal 
his  thoughts,  whether  intentionally  or  not,  for 
I  defy  any  honourable  member  who  listened  to 
his  statement  as  to  the  Commission  lo  say  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  meant  to  convey — 
unless  he  meant  to  convey  nothing  at  all,  which 
he  did  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  way.  He  told 
us  that  there  was  to  be  some  inquiry,  as  far  as 
I  understood  him,  into  certain  misdemeanours 
of  preceding  Administrations.  I  am  not  quite 
sure  that  this  is  what  he  meant.  I  see  he 
shakes  his  head.  Well,  that  evidently  means 
that,  as  the  misdemeanours  did  not  take  place 
during  previous  Administrations,  the  malefac- 
tions have  taken  place  since  this  Government 
has  taken  office,  and  ought  to  be  inquired  into. 
I  am  f  repsred  to  believe  that  is  the  case,  and  I 
hope  the  Premier  will  agree  with  a  suggestion 
I  would  throw  out  to  him.  I  notice  in  the 
Address  in  Reply  that  it  says,  *'  The  investiga- 
tion of  the  allegations  as  to  conditions  under 
which  examinations  have  been  held  end  marine 
certificates  granted  will  be  hailed  with  satis- 
faction." Well,  Sir,  I  wish  to  alter  the 
phraseology  in  the  least  degree.  It  is  much 
the  same  thing.  I  wish  in  front  of  the 
word  "  investigation,"  as  proposed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Manawatu,  to   insert 
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these  words  :  **  with  regard  to  " ;  and  then  it  will 
read,  "  With  regard  to  the  investigation  of  the 
allegations  as  to  the  conditions  under  which 
examinations  have  been  held  and  marine 
certificates  granted."  I  want,  after  the  words 
"  hailed  with  satisfaction,"  to  add  these  words : 
•*  But  we  would  respectfully  inform  your  Ex- 
oellency  that,  inasmuch  as  no  Royal  Com- 
mission can  constitutionally  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  Ministers  in  relation  to  their 
departments,  and  whereas  Ministers  have  on 
a  former  and  similar  occasion  pleaded  their 
constitutional  privilege  to  exempt  them  from 
giving  evidence  before  a  Royal  Commission, 
this  House  affirms  its  undoubted  right  to  fully 
inquire  into  the  connection  of  Ministers  with 
the  issue  of  a  master's  certificate  to  Captain 
Jones,  of  the  '  Duoo,*  independently  of  any 
inquiry  by  the  Royal  Commission."  The 
Right  Hon.  the  Premier  will  see  there  is  no- 
thing in  that  addition  at  which  he  has  the 
least  cause  to  take  ofience.  We  only  desiro  to 
assure  that  the  Government  shall  have  a  full  and 
careful  inquiry  into  the  whole  circumstances. 
I  think  the  Premier,  if  he  will  listen  to  me, 
will  realise  that  is  practically  the  only  course 
which  can  recommend  itself  to  the  House. 
We  find  this  sad  and  unfortunate  position : 
that  we  have  the  widest  discrepancies  between 
the  statements  made  on  oath  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  the  Minister  of  Marine,  Mr.  Glasgow, 
and  Mr.  Allport;  and  it  appears  to  me  tha« 
Ministers,,  whether  deservedly  or  not — and  I 
decline  to  believe  that  Ministers  are  capable 
of  intentionally  doing  anything  so  heinously 
wrong — but  there  are  certain  persons  who  will 
not  take  so  charitable  a  view,  and  at  the  first 
blush  it  does  look  as  if  Ministers  had  had  the 
bestowal  of  a  master's  certificate  upon  Captain 
Jones,  of  the  "  Duco,"  under  consideration  for 
a  very  long  while,  and  did  not  exactly  know 
how  to  give  him  ihe  certificate  he  so  evidently 
sought.  But  that  they  did  ultimately  give 
effect  to  his  wishes  and  permit  the  issue  of  a 
certificate  improperly  and  illegally  there  cau 
be  no  shadow  of  doubt,  if  the  evidence  given 
at  the  trial  is  in  any  degree  reliable.  Possibly 
these  allegations  are  wrong;  but  such  state- 
ments are  made.  Let  us  go  into  the  his- 
tory of  this  question.  I  do  not  propose 
to  take  very  long  over  it.  We  find  (hat 
the  Premier  states  on  oath  that  some  time 
previous  to  his  leaving  for  England  he  had 
been  dealing  with  an  application  made  by 
Captain  Jones  for  the  issue  of  a  service  certi- 
ficate, that  there  was  considerable  doubt  as  to 
whether  it  should  be  granted,  and  that  he  was 
advibed  that  the  required  service  had  not  been 
proved.  Then,  subsequently,  a  further  appli- 
cation was  made  to  him,  and  "  the  depart- 
ment questioned  the  service  because  no  permit 
had  been  issued."  Then,  at  the  time  the  Pre- 
mier left  for  England,  he  says  "  he  had  no  idea 
that  Jones  was  to  go  up  for  examination."  That 
may  be  right ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  we  know 
the  fact  that  the  Premier  was  so  anxious  to 
know  what  was  going  to  happen  tp  Captain 
Jonts  that  almost  the  last  thing  he  did  when 
sending  his  adieus  to  his  various  friends — he 
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ilill  had  time  to  think  aboat  how  Captain 
Jones  was  to  get  his  oertifioate — and  the  Pre- 
mier telegraphs  just  before  leaving  for  England 
— I  do  not  know  the  exact  moment  at  which 
the  telegram  was  sent,  but  he  states  on  oath 
that  just  before  leaving  for  England  he  tele- 
graphed to  Mr.  Hall-Jones, — 

*'  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  have  the 
qaestion  of  issuing  a  oertifioate  to  Captain 
Jones  settled.  From  papers  presented  to  me 
I  am  of  opinion  that  he  is  entitled  to  what  he 

wants,  and  mnch  better  qualified  than . 

Captain  Allman  thinks  he  is  highly  qualified." 

If  that  is  not  pressure  upon  his  colleague  the 
Minister  of  Marine  I  do  not  know  what  pres- 
soie  means.  Is  it  likely  the  Premier,  the  very 
last  moment  when  leaving  for  England,  would 
have  sent  that  telegram,  though  he  knew,  ao- 
ooiding  to  his  sworn  testimony,  that  the  depart- 
ment was  opposed  to  the  granting  of  the 
certificate,  unless  he  had  some  special  interest 
in  the  matter?  Why  should  he  have  taken 
that  trouble  over  it  ?  It  is  not  his  own  depart- 
ment. Mr.  Hall- Jones  tells  us  he  has  been 
Minister  of  Marine  almost  ever  since  he  has 
been  in  office,  and  yet  we  have  evidence  of  the 
Premier,  at  the  very  last  moment,  when  his 
mind  was  full  of  Imperial  concerns,  taking  a 
keen  interest  in  the  granting  of  a  master's 
eerttficat^e  to  Captain  Jones. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  promised  Captain  Fair- 
child  I  would  do  it,  and  I  did  it. 

Captain  RUSSELL.~The  Premier  tells  us 
that  he  promised  Captain  Fairchild  that  he 
would  do  it.  Well,  we  know  nothing  at  all  as 
to  whether  Captain  Fairchild  knew  the  whole 
facts  of  the  case.  Bat  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
Captain  Fairchild  would  have  been  the  very 
last  man  in  New  Zealand  to  allow  a  master's 
cprtificate  to  be  granted  to  a  man  who  the 
department  had  said  was  unfit  to  hold  it,  and 
who  he  himself  knew  wan  not  fie  for  it.  Then, 
we  have  the  statement  of  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  Mr.  Hall-Jones.     He  said, — 

"When  it  cros<«ed  his  mind  that  Captain 
Allman  was  the  Chief  Examiner,  and  that  he 
might  get  further  information,  he  gave  Captain 
Allman  the  envelope  marked  "  Jones,  '  Duco ' : 
Permit  examination  master." 

I  understand  the  honourable  gentleman  lays 
great  stress  upon  the  pronunciation  of  tbe  word 
**  permit."  I  have  taken  this  from  the  report 
in  a  newspaper,  and  I  presume  it  to  be  correct ; 
and  there  I  notice  the  punctuation  does  not 
lend  itself  to  the  interpretation  he  wishes  to 
place  upon  it  —  namely,  that  the  accent  is  to 
be  laid  on  the  first  syllable. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— Each  word  starts  with 
a  capital  letter. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — So  far  as  tbe  report  in 
the  newspaper  shows,  there  is  a  comma  after 
the  word  **  Jones  "  and  another  after  "  Duco," 
but  there  is  no  comma  between  *'  permit "  and 
"  examination."  Whether  that  is  correct  or 
not  I  do  not  know  ;  I  believe  it  is,  but  as  printed 
in  the  newspaper  there  is  no  comma  between 
''permit"  and  ''examination,"  and  it  would 
thtrefore  read  :  "  Permit  exAmination  " ;  and  I 
maintain  that  could  have  had  but  one  inter- 


pretation.    And  that  it  did  bear  only  one  in- 
terpretation   we   have  very   distinctly  indeed 
from    the   evidence  of    Mr.   Allpor       i 
Glasgow.    Mr.  Glasgow  told  the  Minister, — 

*'  Jones  had  not  the  requisite  sea-service  quali- 
fication to  sit  for  examination,  and  the  result 
of  the  interview  was  that  the  Minister  took 
the  responsibility  of  allowing  Jones  to  sit  for 
examination.  Upon  that  he  recorded  the  memo- 
randum written  on  the  envelope  by  Mr.  Hall- 
Jones  as  an  authority  that  Jones  be  allowed  to 
go  up  for  examination." 

Sir,  is  it  likely  that  any  Under-Secretary  of 
ability  would  make  so  gross  a  blunder  as  to 
authorise  an  examination  to  be  held  under  the 
circumstances,  unless  the  Minister  wished  it  7 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.  —  Read  the  whole  evi- 
dence. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  have  not  the  whole 
of  the  file  here.  But  so  convinced  am  I  that 
there  ought  to  be  a  full  inquiry  into  the  matter, 
that  it  does  not  matter  whetber  I  read  it  this 
evening  or  not.  My  object  is  to  soe  that  there 
is  an  exhaustive  inquiry  into  the  whole  matter, 
and  that  it  be  so  arranged  that  Ministers  shall 
not  be  allowed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  con- 
stitutional privilege  they  have  claimed  on  pre- 
vious occasions  of  not  appearing  before  a  Royal 
Commission. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  all  against  them. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— But  we  wish  to  protect 
them.  It  would  bd  infinitely  painful  for  the 
Opposition  to  find  that  there  were  Ministers 
on  those  benches  whom  they  could  not  trust. 
That  the  OppOHition  disapproves  of  the  methods 
of  government  employed  by  Ministers  is  cer- 
tain, but,  speaking  for  myself,  at  least,  I 
honestly  desire  to  believe  that  their  adminis- 
tration is  not  personally  corrupt.  And  there- 
fore, Sir,  I  say  it  is  right  for  Ministers  to 
submit  to  such  an  examination,  that  there 
may  be  no  question  whatever  that  they  have 
not  themselves  been  concerned  in  anything 
more  reprehensible  than  a  blunder.  The 
Premier  has  distinctly  interested  himself  in 
getting  a  certificate  granted  when  no  cer- 
tificate should  have  been  issued.  We  have 
seen  tbe  Minister  of  Marine  agreeing  to  a  re- 
consideration of  the  question  against  the  advice 
of  his  department ;  and,  therefore,  when  we 
have  these  two  facts,  and  this  also  before  us: 
that  the  Chief  Clerk  and  Mr.  Glasgow  —  at 
any  rate,  Mr.  Glasgow — went  back  and  asked 
the  Minister  for  an  explanation  of  the  minute 
on  the  envelope  —  and  there  was  a  written 
memorandum  from  Mr.  All  port  commenting 
on  the  irregularity — when  we  have  these  facts 
on  record,  we  have  reasonable  ground  for  be- 
lieving that  the  Minister  knowingly  consented 
to  the  improper  granting  of  a  marine  certifi- 
cate. And  this  Commission  is  so  set  up  that 
we  shall  get  no  information  about  Ministers' 
conduct  from  it.  The  first  impression  on  read- 
ing of  it  in  the  Governor's  Speech  was  that 
Ministers  were  trying  to  euchre  the  Opposition  ; 
that  was  the  feeling  of  every  one. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  we  had  referred  it  to  a 
Committeri  it  would  have  been  said  that  it  waa 
improperly  constituted. 
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Captain  RUSSELL.— It  is  said,  **  Any  stick 
is  good  enough  to  beat  a  dog,"  and  we  should 
take  every  opportunity  to  attack  Ministers  for 
faults  for  which  they  deserve  censure.  We  do 
not  do  so  on  groundless  charges,  but  on  what 
we  believe  to  be  right.  With  regard  to  this 
Commission,  I  would  just  read,  I  will  not  say  a 
parallel  case,  but  an  extract  from  an  extremely 
interesting  book  called  '*  Paris/'  by  Zola,  who 
has  been  so  celebrated  lately  in  France  in  con- 
nection with  the  Drefyus  trial.  Zola,  iu  the 
extremely  interesting  work  called  '*  Paris," 
which  I  would  recommend  every  one  who  has 
the  time  to  read,  describes  the  corrupt  govern- 
ment prevailing  in  Paris  under  the  Bepublic, 
and  he  shows  what  a  Minister  might  do  under 
a  parallel  case  to  the  Marine  scandal.  I  think 
it  is  so  apt  a  quotation  that  I  will  venture  to 
read  it.  There  is  a  man  called  Salvat,  who  is 
a  great  criminal,  and  who  had  been  at  large, 
and  was  implicatEd  with  the  Minister,  and  who 
had  been  lately  seized.  1  will  read  the  quota- 
tion : — 

*'  Now  that  Salvat's  arrest  was  certain,  the 
Minister  determintd  to  follow  the  plan  which 
had  gradually  taken  shape  in  his  mind ;  and, 
returning  to  the  middle  of  the  room,  he  slowly 
walked  lo  and  fro,  while  saying  with  his  wonted 
familiarity,  '  But  what  would  you  havr ,  my 
friends  ?  It  would  be  necessary  for  me  to  be 
the  ma&ter.  Ah  1  if  I  were  the  master  t  A 
Commisbion  of  Inquiry  t  Yes,  that's  the 
proper  form  for  a  tirst-class  funeral  to  take 
in  a  big  affair  like  this,  so  full  of  nasty  things. 
For  my  part,  I  should  confess  nothing,  and 
I  should  have  a  Commis.Hion  appointed,  and 
then  you  would  see  the  storm  subside.'  " 

Cannot  you  see  the  Premier  walking  up  and 
down  the  room  in  his  usual  jocular  style  and 
saying,  *'  We  will  set  up  a  Boyal  Commission, 
and  bury  the  Marine  scandal  quite  quietly." 
Well,  Sir,  I  believe  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier must  have  been  reading  "  Paris  "  before 
he  set  up  this  Commission,  and  thought  if  be 
only  set  up  a  Commission  it  would  be  a  first- 
class  funeral  for  the  scandal,  and  that  the 
storm  would  soon  subside,  and  that  he  could 
ride  again  in  quiet  water.  But  we  do  not  in- 
tend to  allow  that  if  we  can  possibly  help 
it.  We  hope  to  bring  the  honourable  gentle- 
men opposite  into  port  safely,  but  we  expect 
them  to  be  towed  in  after  having  been  con- 
siderably battered  before  they  get  safely  into 
harbour  and  are  enabled  to  explain  satisfac- 
torily to  themselves  that  Mr.  Glasgow  has  been 
entirely  misinformed,  that  Mr.  Allport  has 
drawn  upon  his  imagination,  and  that  Captain 
AUman  has  not  a  second  string  to  his  bow, — 
which  I  am  told  he  haR, — and  that  there  is  an 
entirely  different  version  of  Ministers'  conduct 
if  we  can  only  get  Captain  AUman  to  give  it. 
We  are  anxious  there  should  be  some  form  of 
tribunal  set  up  under  which  Ministers  shall  be 
unable  to  plead  privilege  and  to  refuse  to  give 
evidence.  Why,  Sir,  we  find  on  a  previous 
Commission  the  Rght  Hon.  the  Premier  saia 
that  to  shorten  the  proceedings  he  might  say 
he  should  keep  within  the  Constitution  and 
would  decline  to  voluntarily  present  himself 


for  examination.  I  have  no  doubt  tha  same 
love  of  constitutional  privilege  will  occur  at 
the  present  proposed  Boyal  Commission  if  we 
allow  the  Marine  scandal  to  be  dealt  with  by  a 
Boyal  Commission,  and  that  the  Ministers  will 
have  their  constitutional  position  always  before 
them,  and  will  realise  very  strongly  that  they 
should  decline  to  give  evidence.  We  want  to 
relieve  them  from  the  onus  of  that  constitutional 
restraint,  and  to  allow  them  the  opportunity 
of  giving  evidence  and  to  be  cross-examined. 
We  want  the  whole  world  to  know  how  tho- 
roughly they  are  wrong  when  they  believe 
Ministers  to  be  parties  to  a  miserable  scandal, 
that  they  are  entirely  innocent  men  ;  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  Ministers  have  used  their 
power  to  perpetrate  a  most  unjustifiable  pro- 
motion of  a  man  who  heis  no  sea-going  queJifi- 
cation.  I  hope  they  will  be  able  to  prove  that 
they  are  entirely  innocent  men.  But  the  words 
of  the  Premier,  that  there  have  been  other 
scandals  like  this,  show  how  essential  it  is  there 
should  be  some  system  under  which  the  most 
rigid  examination  oould  be  made,  and  that 
there  shall  be  no  excuse  for  saying  Ministers 
need  not  appear  before  the  Commission.  I  say 
at  once  that  in  my  opinion  they  do  not  wish 
to  give  evidence  or  to  go  before  the  Commission. 
That  they  should  be  subjected  to  examination 
by  their  subordinates  is  to  place  those  sub- 
ordinates in  an  unfortunate  position.  It  would 
be  extremely  wrong  to  do  that.  It  is  essential 
above  all  things  that  the  Administration  should 
be  pure  and  above  suspicion,  and  I  maintain 
that  at  the  present  time  Ministers  have  placed 
themselves  in  a  position  in  which  they  are  not 
above  suspicion,  and  that  they  ought  themselves 
to  agree  to  the  motion  which  I  have  made. 
Sir,  there  are  one  or  two  other  questions  I 
would  like  to  touch  on,  but  very  shortly  indeed. 
There  is  another  point  in  His  Excellency's 
Speech  to  which  I  also  wish  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  as  a  further  evidence  of  the 
desire  of  the  Government  to  profit  by  pieces  of 
policy  which  are  put  forward  by  the  Opposition. 
I  scarcely  remember  how  long  ago  it  is  since  I 
first  argued  in  this  House,  and  on  the  public 
platform,  a?  to  the  necessity  for  extending  the 
system  of  land  for  settlement  by  the  acquisi- 
tion of  land  for  workmen's  dwellings,  and  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Eden  has 
distinguished  himself  during  the  recess  by  the 
cogent  manner  in  which  he  has  forced  that 
question  upon  the  consideration  of  the  people 
of  Auckland,  and  I  believe  he  has  materially 
forced  the  hand  of  the  Government,  and  has 
compelled  them  to  take  action  to  get  suburban 
homes  for  the  workers  in  the  cities.  There 
again,  I  say,  is  another  piece  of  policy  of  the 
Opposition  which  the  Government  has  taken. 
The  Premier  is  anxious  that  we  should  place 
the  whole  of  our  policy  before  him,  so  that  he 
can  take  out  of  it  all  that  is  good  and  get 
credit  for  it  himself.  Then,  there  is  this  other 
point,  too,  in  connection  with  the  advances  to 
settlers.  The  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  now 
wishes  to  take  credit  for  the  proposition  for  the 
reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest  upon  advanoet 
to  settlers  to  i.^  per  cent. ;  and  yet  we  most  all 
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remember  (hat  last  session,  when  my  honoar- 
ahle  friend  the  member  for  Patea  brought  for- 
ward a  resolution  authorising  the  Government 
to  reduce  (he  rate  of  interest  upon  those  ad- 
Taoces,  the  Government  used  the  whole  of  its 
weight  and  actually  would  not  allow  the  Oppo- 
litioD  to  carry  that  resolution.  But  that  which 
was  heresy  in  us  last  year  is  a  strong  plank 
in  the  Government's  platform  this  session. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— Look  at  the  different  posi- 
tion of  the  Board.  It  is  much  stronger  fioati- 
cially. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man  may  make  whatever  excuse  he  likes,  but 
there  is  the  fact,  that  whereas  (he  Government 
last  year  refused  to  agree  to  the  proposition 
brought  down  by  the  Opposition,  they  now  en- 
deavour to  gain  kudos  for  the  same  proposition 
for  a  reduction  in  the  rate  of  interest.     I  think 
there  is  only  one  other  point  to  which  I  need 
draw  attention   before  I  move  my  amendment, 
"  A  measure  will  be  submitted  removing  exist- 
ing defects  in  the  electoral  laws,  and,  with  other 
amendments,  making  provisions  to  insure  cor- 
rect returns  in  respect  of  questions  submitted 
to  the  ballot."     I  do  not  know  that  I  under- 
stand what  that  proposal  means.     Is  he  endea- 
vouring to  obtain  an  amendment  in  the  Elec- 
toral Act,  under  which  the  Government  may 
be  allowed    to    employ    canvassers    to    place 
names  upon  the  electoral  roll  ?    I  wish  to  draw 
the  attention  of   the  House  to  the  fact  that, 
in  my  belief   at    any  rate,    the    employment 
by  Government  of  canvassers  to  pester  people 
to  place  their  names  on  the  electoral  roll  is  a 
violation  of  the  principles  of  our  Electoral  Acts. 
We  had  that  done  previous  to  the  last  election 
—in  my  own  district,  at  any  rate->in  a  most 
nnfort-unate  manner.    That  is  to  say,  the  per- 
sons employed  were  politically  hostile  to  my- 
lelf,  though   I    believe    that  now,  consequent 
upon  the  continual   comments  I  made  upon 
that  ^regions  piece  of  unfairness,  such  pro- 
ceedings will  not  be  allowed,  and  that  in  the 
r\onnel  of  the  canvassers  probably  there  will 
an  equal   distribution    of    supporters  and 
antagonists.     But  what  I  wish  to  impress  upon 
the  House  is  that  it  is  wrong  to  allow  a  Go- 
vernment to   interfere,  either  directly  or  in- 
diiectly,  with  the  electoral  rolls.     If  we  are  to 
have  a  pure  election,  and  the  electoral  rolls 
properly  formed,  it  must  be  without  the  inter- 
position of  the  Government.    If  people  are  too 
lazy  and  too  indifferent  to  secure  that  tbeir 
names  are  on  the  electoral  roll,  no  other  person 
has  a  right  to  go  to  their  dwellings,  instigated 
and  paid  by  the  Government,  to  press  them  to 
allow  their  names  to  be  put  on  it.     It  was  said, 
and  I  believe  with  truth,  that  during  the  last 
electoral  campaign  canvassers    favourable  to 
the  Government  got  the   electoral  claims   to 
vote  of  persons  who  were  opposed  to  the  Go- 
vernment,  nominally  to    place    them  on  the 
electoral    roll,    but    that    those    claims    were 
occasionally  found  in  a  ditch  a  long  way  from 
the  office. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Private  individuals  on  your 
tide  did  that. 
Captain  RUSSBLL.--Whether  they  did  or 


not  I  do  not  know — I  do  not  believe  it ;  but  I 
say  the  Grovernment  ought  not  to  lend  them- 
selves to  such  practices.  However  improper  it 
may  be  for  private  individuals  to  have  recourse 
to  such  mean  tricks,  the  Government  certainly 
ought  not  to  be  parties  to  them  ;  and  that  it  was 
alleged  that  such  was  the  case  is  undoubtedly 
true.  Whether  it  was  the  fact  or  not  I  cannot 
tell ;  but  I  have  been  told  by  people  who  lived 
in  the  same  street,  and  whose  claims  to  vote 
were  taken  on  the  same  day,  that  those  favour- 
able to  the  Government  were  placed  on  the 
roll,  and  that  those  opposed  to  them  were  not. 
I  was  told  so  circumstantially,  by  persons  who 
had  good  opportunities  of  knowing  that.  But, 
whether  that  be  true  or  incorrect,  the  Govern- 
ment ought  not  to  be  in  a  position  of  having 
the  power  to  send  canvassers  round  with  the 
object  of  placing  names  upon  the  electoral 
roll. 

Mr.   SEDDON.— It  was  done  by  the  Regis- 
trars— not  by  the  Government  in  a  single  case. 

Captain   RUSSELL. — It    was    done    under 
Government    authority.      I    saw    the  circular 
myself.     It  was  signed  "  Hugh   Pollen,'*  who 
is  Colonial  Under-Secretary.    Now,  Sir,  there 
is  no    power  in   the  Electoral  Act    to  justify 
such    a  thing    to    be    done,   and  I  hope   the 
time  will  come  when  we  shall  find  out  what 
was   paid  in  previous  elections  for  these  can- 
vassers, and  what  will  be  paid  this  time.     If 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunediu  City  does 
not  approve  of  private  canvassers  and  private 
committees,  I  think  he  ought  to  agree  with 
me  that  it  is  doubly  wrong  for  the  Government 
to  employ  them.     The  Registrars  must  neces- 
sarily to  a  great   extent   employ   men   in  the 
interests  of  the  Government.      It  U  a  mon- 
strously wrong  thing,  I  maintjiin,  for  partisans 
to  be    allowed     to    go    around     the    country 
placing    names    upon    the  electoral  rolls.      It 
stands    to    reason    that    they   cannot   do    so 
without  acting  as  advocates,  and  I  say  such 
a  practice  is  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
electoral  law.      I    need  not  say    more.    The 
only  other  point  I  would  like  to  draw  attention 
to  before  I  move  my  amendment  is  the  extra- 
ordinary position  the  Ministry  is  in  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  and  how  wrong  it  is  that  it  should 
be  so.    We  have  the  Hon.  J.  McKenzie  absent 
from   the  country,  and  I — and  I  am  sure  all 
honourable  members — regret  the  cause  which 
has  compelled  him  to  be  absent.     He  says  that 
in  all  probability  he  will  resign  his  seat  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  cease  to  be  a 
member  of  Parliament.      Therefore  his  office 
is  being  carried  on  by  a  person  in  some  way 
or  other  a  delegate  of  a   Minister  who  is  no 
longer  responsible   to   any  constituency.     We 
have,  again,  the  Minister  for  Railways,  who  also, 
1  regret  to  hear,  says  he  is  letiving  the  parlia- 
mentary scene.     He   has  announced  publicly 
that  he   intends  to  resign  at  the  end  of  the 
session. 

Mr.  OADMAN. — I  never  said  anv  such 
thing.    I  said  "  at  the  end  of  this  Parliament." 

Captain  RUSSELL.—I  do  not  want  to  split 
straw  with  the  honourable  gentleman,  but  he 
is  not  coming  back  in  the  next  Parliament. 
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That  is  what  he  has  announoed.  So  we  have 
two  Ministers  who  have  announced  that  they 
are  practioally  no  longer  responsible  to  the 
people ;  and  then,  again,  there  is  the  Minister 
of  Defence,  another  Minister  who  has  an- 
nounced that  he  is  not  coming  back  into  the 
next  Parliament.  We  are  all  sorry  for  the 
reason. 

An  Hon.  Mehbisb.— He  is  going  up  above. 

Captain  RUSSELL, — Well,  he  is  not  coming 
to  the  House  of  Representatives.  People  go  so 
far  as  to  say  that  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of 
Marine  is  so  ill-pleased  with  his  position  on 
the  Ministerial  bench  since  Captain  Jones  has 
become  a  master  mariner  that  be  also  talks  of 
abandoning  his  constituents.  Therefore  we  are 
reduced  to  the  position  that  we  have  the  Pre- 
mier, who  is  a  factotum,  and  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Council  who  represents  the  Native 
race,  but  is  not  a  Cabinet  Minister — we  have 
these  two  gentlemen  only  to  carry  on  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country.  Imaintain  thatthisis 
a  monstrous  position  for  a  body  like  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  be  subjected  to — that 
they  cannot,  amongst  the  Government  sup- 
porters, find  any  fit  and  proper  person  to  sit  on 
the  Government  benches.  But,  so  long  as  these 
retiring  gentlemen  remain  in  office,  one,  two, 
three,  four  portfolios  are  kept  dangling  before 
the  eyes  of  about  four-and-twenty  expectant 
members,  who,  in  hopes  of  occupying  Minis- 
terial office  in  a  new  Parliament,  will' sub- 
serviently vote  in  the  interests  of  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier,  whatever  he  may  propose. 
I  notice  a  great  many  honourable  members  are 
laughing.  The  Premier  laughs,  but  he  knows 
how  horribly  accurate  my  description  of  the 
situation  really  Ir. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  thinking  of  the  time 
of  Sir  Harrv  Atkinson's  last  session. 

Captain  RUSSELTj.— That  is  fo  long  ago 
we  have  forgotten  all  about  it.  But  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson  had  a  good  Ministry,  and  no  vacancies. 
The  fact  remains  that  the  position  of  the 
Ministry  at  the  present  time  is  one  which,  I 
venture  to  say,  is  unconstitutional,  or  nearly 
so.  It  is  moribund.  It  contains  nothing  but 
the  Premier  and  another  gentleman  who  is  not 
properly  a  Minister  at  all. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — He  has  been  gazetted  Com- 
missioner of  Stamps. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Well,  Sir,  the  position 
of  the  Ministry,  at  any  rate,  is  very  wrong,  and 
one  which  this  House  ought  not  to  tolerate. 
Of  course,  we  are  in  a  hopeless  minority,  so 
cannot  prevent  it.  The  Government  supporters 
ought  not  to  tolerate  it.  They  are  dominated 
by  one  single  man,  the  Premier,  who  is  the  Go- 
vernment of  New  Zealand,  and  they  are  mere 
pawns  upon  the  chessboard.  That  is  a  position 
that  is  absolutely  indefensible,  and  ought  to  be 
brought  to  a  close  in  a  very  short  time.  I  beg 
10  move  the  addition  of  the  following  words  to 
the  Address: — 

'*  But  we  would  respectfully  inform  your  Ex- 
cellency that,  inasmuch  as  no  Royal  Commis- 
sion can  constitutionally  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  Ministers  in  relation  to  their  de- 
partments ;  and  whereas  Ministers  have  on  a 
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former  and  similar  occasion  pleaded  their  con- 
stitutional privilege  to  exempt  them  from  giving 
evidence  before  a  Royal  Commission,  this  House 
affirms  its  undoubted  right  to  fully  inquire  into 
the  connection  of  Ministers  with  the  issue  of  a 
master's  certificate  to  Captain  Jones,  of  the 
*  Duco,'  independently  of  any  inquiry  by  the 
Royal  Commission." 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— Mr.  Speaker,  I  do 
not  rise  to  speak  upon  the  subject,  bat  simply 
to  announce  to  the  House  and  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  what  he  would  naturally  expect 
from  his  position.  He  stated  that  he  anti- 
cipated what  would  transpire.  I  do  not  dis- 
pute what  the  honourable  gentleman  has  stated 
to  the  House,  but  concur  in  it — namely,  that 
he  is  in  a  hopeless  minority.  I,  of  course,  do 
not  view  with  apprehension  the  result  of  the 
amendment  that  is  now  proposed;  but  it  is 
well  known  under  constitutional  usage  that  a 
tag,  or  an  amendment  such  as  this,  to  the 
Address  from  the  Throne  is  and  must  be  taken 
as  a  no-confidence  motion ;  and,  as  the  honour- 
able member  stated  that  it  is  based  purely 
upon  newspaper  report,  I  take  it  that  it  is  done 
rather  with  a  view  of  burking  the  inquiry 
than  of  facilitating  it.  Probably  the  fact  that 
some  members  have  expressed  their  opinions 
strongly  on  this  question,  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  causes  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
think  he  will  be  able  to  add  them  to  his  fold. 
I  think  that  is  really  the  object  of  the  motion; 
but,  at  all  events,  no  Minister  with  any  self- 
respect  could  accept  such  an  amendment.  It 
is  a  vote  of  no  confidence,  pure  and  simple, 
and  I  accept  the  challenge,  feeling  confident  ai 
to  the  result;  and  I  will  move  the  adjourn- 
ment. I  think,  as  this  amendment  is  of  such 
serious  moment  to  the  House  and  to  the 
country,  it  is  well  to  adjourn  the  debate.  I 
beg  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twelve  minutes  past 
ten  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL, 

Wednesday^  28th  June,  1899. 


No-confldenoe  Debate— Address  in  Reply. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakrb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

PRAYEBS. 

NO-CONFIDENCE  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  desired  to 
state  that,  in  view  of  the  debate  in  another 
place,  the  usual  practice  was  that  the  Council 
should  not  go  on  with  business.  The  one  ex- 
ception he  desired  to  make  was,  that  the 
debate  upon  the  Address  in  Reply  should  be 
continued,  as  he  thought  it  would  be  most  con- 
venient to  proceed  with  it. 
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ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 

▲OJOUBNED  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  A.  LEE  SMITH.— Sir,  I  am 
very  sorry  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  McLean 
is  not  present,  because  I  am  going  to  obserye 
thafc  until  he  rose  to  address  the  House  yester- 
day I  was  under  the  impression  that  this 
debate  would  foUow  the  course  which  seems 
of  recent  years  to  have  been  taken  ;  that  is,  for 
a  Yery  few  honourable  members  beside  the 
mover  and  seconder  to  speak  on  the  Address  in 
Reply.  Now,  I  do  not  think  that  is  a  very 
salutary  rule.  I  think  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  should  be  just  as  much  discussed  by 
members  of  this  Council  as  by  members  of  the 
other  House,  and  therefore  it  was  with  yery 
great  pleasure  that  I  saw  my  honourable  friend 
interrene  in  the  debate,  for  he  has  raised  some 
points  which  will,  no  doubt,  lead  to  consider- 
able discussion  by  those  who  take  a  different 
view  of  the  Governor's  Speech  from  what  he 
himself  does.  We  are  all  glad  to  see  the 
honourable  gentleman  back  here,  looking  so 
fiesh  and  well  and  fit  for  work,  renewed — I 
might  almost  say  rejuvenated — by  the  recess. 
No  doubt  a  great  part  of  that  is  due  to  his 
Bilent  appreciation  of  and  satisfaction  with  the 
great  prosperity  which  now  marks  every  phase 
of  industry  in  this  country,  and  which  no 
doubt  he  and  the  business  in  which  he  is 
engaged  largely  share.  Coming  to  the  word 
"  prosperity,*'  1  think  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  been  a  little  more  considerate  and 
generous  he  would  have  admitted,  as  I  think 
he  might  have  done,  what  is  the  experience  of 
every  one — that  the  country  is  in  a  much  better 
position  now  than  for  many  years  past.  Had 
he  doDC  that  he  would  have  done  something  to 
shorten  our  discussion  on  the  Speech.  He  was 
▼ety  mild,  very  moderate,  and  very  calm,  but 
if  he  had  been  a  little  generous,  and  I  might 
8ay  just,  I  think  he  would  have  done  better 
still.  In  his  first  words  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  congratulates  us  upon  the  marked 
progress  and  continued  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try. I  may  say  that  if  you  go  to  my  part  of 
the  country — and  I  believe  it  is  everywhere  else 
the  same — you  will  see  how  the  various  in- 
dustries, manufacturing,  agricultural,  and  pas- 
toral, and  also  the  gold  mming  industries,  are 
prospeting.  You  will  find  that  they  are  all, 
I  will  not  say  in  a  booming  condition,  but  still 
that  they  are  all  highly  prosperous.  Very  large 
tetorns  are  being  got  all  round,  and  the  people 
generally  are  doing  very  well.  Later  on  in  the 
Address  I  see  that  reference  is  made  to  the 
Auckland  Industrial  Exhibition.  Well,  we  are 
all  very  pleased  to  Eee  that  Auckland  shows  by 
the  success  of  that  exhibition  that  the  people 
there  are  also  sharing  in  the  general  prosperity. 
That  is  only  on  a  par  with  the  success  that 
attended  our  exhibition  two  years  ago  in  Dun- 
edin,  and  also  our  late  winter  show  there,  when 
the  exhibits  placed  therein  were  largely  in  excess 
of  those  of  any  previous  year,  and  the  whole  re- 
turns were  very  much  larger,  and  indicated  a 
very  large  measure  of  prosperity.  Now  I  come 
on,  rather  out  of  its  place,  to  a  subject  that 
fcas  been  dealt  with  very  exhaustively  by  my 


honourable  friend  Mr.  Twomey  —  the  Marine 
scandal.  I  do  not  profess  to  be  an  expert,  or 
to  know  very  much  about  the  subject,  but  I 
must  say  I  think  it  is  very  premature  for  the 
people  of  the  country  to  condemn  the  Govern- 
ment before  they  know  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case.  My  experience  is  that,  when  a  mis- 
representation of  facts  has  been  given,  by  the 
Press  or  in  any  other  way,  it  is  not  well  to 
follow  it  too  closely  with  a  denial,  but  to  let  it 
spread,  to  let  it  get  a  hold,  and  then,  when 
you  have,  as  I  believe  the  Government  has,  a 
very  good  answer  to  the  whole  affair,  to  bring 
it  out.  That,  I  believe,  is  very  much  better  in 
the  end ;  and  no  doubt  the  Qovemment  in- 
tend to  do  that,  and  to  show  that  not  only 
have  they  not  interfered  in  this,  but  that  they 
have  very  clean  hands  concerning  it.  I  look 
forward  with  great  assurance  in  my  own  mind 
to  the  fact  that  the  Government  will  be  able 
to  show  before  the  R03  al  Commission  that  the 
Government  has  done  nothing  at  all  which  it 
should  not  have  done.  I  think  I  may  now  leave 
that  subject,  and  go  back  to  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  with  regard  to  land-settle- 
ment. This  is  an  old  objection  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  He  says  the  proposed  purchases 
should  be  laid  before  the  House,  but  I  do  not 
see  that  that  would  be  a  wise  thing  to  do.  We 
know  that  at  present  all  purchases  go  before  a 
properly  constituted  Board,  and  that  the  Go- 
vernment cannot  interfere  in  any  way  in  the 
selection  of  the  purchases.  If  you  were  to 
submit  to  this  House,  or  to  another  place,  a 
proposal  for  the  selection  of  estates  it  would 
end  in  a  large  amount  of  corruption  and  log- 
rolling, which,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  very 
disastrous  to  the  country,  and  would  lead  alto- 
gether to  a  bad  policy,  and  ultimately  to 
the  abandonment  of  the  whole  principle  of 
buying  lands  for  settlement.  I  do  not  see  how 
the  honourable  gentleman  can  suggest  such  a 
thing,  because  he  must  know  that  the  question 
of  what  railways  should  be  constructed  was 
fought  out  in  the  House,  and  resulted  only  in 
great  loss  being  entailed  on  the  colony.  I  would 
challenge  the  honourable  gentleman  to  show  to 
me  any  one  single  estate,  even  the  celebrated 
Pomahaka,  that  has  been  a  bad  purchase.  I 
would  take  him  to  Cheviot,  which  was  taken 
under  the  income-tax  clauses.  Or  I  would 
take  him  to  Ardgowan  Estate  or  Maere- 
whenua,  and  ask  him  if  he  can  question  the 
policy  of  the  Government  in  any  one  single 
respect  in  regard  to  those  purchases.  Let  me 
begm  with  Cheviot.  I  remember  the  day  when  it 
was  announced  to  the  country  that  Cheviot  had 
been  taken  over,  and  I  recollect  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Opposition  saying  it  was  one  of  the 
most  iniquitous  things  ever  perpetrated  by  any 
Government,  and  that  it  was  the  beginning  of 
an  evil  that  would  create  a  large  amount  of 
trouble,  and  would  end  in  national  disaster. 
So  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  said,  he  would, 
from  the  North  Cape  to  the  Blufi,  protest 
against  any  such  policy  as  buying  any  lands  at 
all  for  settlement  purposes.  And  what  has 
been  the  result  ?  I  knew  Cheviot  thirty  years 
ag^,  when  it  was  in  the  hands  of  one  man,  and 
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when  there  was  not  more  than  sixty  or  seventy 
people  on  it,  and  there  were  no  more  when  it 
was  taken  over  a  few  years  ago  by  the  Govern- 
ment. What  do  we  find  now  ?  I  do  not  know 
the  exact  number  of  people  settled  there,  but  I 
know  there  are  many  hundreds.  I  notice,  too, 
that  on  that  estate  there  is  a  large  consumption 
of  articles  of  the  kind  that  several  Dunedin 
manufacturing  firms  -produce,  and  I  suppose 
there  are  several  other  people  in  the  colony  who 
are  also  benefiting  through  the  fact  that  people 
are  going  on  to  the  land  in  this  way,  and  creat- 
ing increased  consumption.  Take  also  Ard- 
gowan  and  Maerewhenua.  In  both  cases  the 
people  are  doing  well.  The  settlers  are  paying 
the  rents,  and  no  money  is  owing  by  them. 
In  every  caf^e  it  seems  there  is  a  general  round 
of  prosperity,  and  every  one  is  satisfied  with  the 
policy  except  a  few  Opposition  malcontents. 
Then,  let  us  take  Pomahaka.  I  think  there  is 
only  one  section  that  has  not  been  taken  up, 
and  my  information  from  people  who  live  in 
the  district  is  that  Pomahaka  is  not  at  all  the 
failure  which  the  Opposition  would  make  out. 
I  am  told  that  several  people  are  doing  very 
well  on  the  estate,  and  that  some  of  them  are 
putting  away  money,  and  are  in  a  much  better 
position  than  when  they  went  on  these  lands. 
I  say  to  the  honourable  gentleman  that  if  we 
begin  to  interfere  with  this  policy  of  buying 
lands  for  settlement  there  will  be  a  general  out- 
cry throughout  the  whole  of  the  country  by 
every  one  except  those  who  are  interested  in 
keeping  together  the  large  estates  and  in  lend- 
ing money  upon  Ihem. 

An  Hon.  Membkb. — Every  one  wants  to  get 
rid  of  his  land  at  a  good  price. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  A.  LEE  SMITH.— Well,  on 
the  one  hand  we  are  told  these  estates  are  being 
bought  at  too  large  a  cost,  and  on  the  other 
hand  that  we  are  buying  them  too  cheaply. 
Who  is  right?  No  one  appears  to  know.  The 
fact  remains  that  the  people  are  doing  well  on 
the  land,  and  that  there  is  a  larger  accumula- 
tion of  produce  ofl  the  land  than  when  it  was 
held  in  large  blocks.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man also  says  we  are  accomplishing  too  much  ; 
but  I  do  not  know  how  he  can  make  an  asser 
tion  like  that,  because  it  must  be  in  his  mind, 
and  in  the  minds  of  other  members  in  this 
Council,  that  only  two  or  three  months  ago  the 
Waikakahi  Estate  was  put  on  the  market,  and 
that  it  was  applied  for  almost  a  dozen  times 
over. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BEEVES.— And  Starborongh 
too. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  A.  LEE  SMITH.— Yes;  and 
Scarborough  too.  In  the  case  of  Waikakahi 
the  people  went  to  the  land  weeks  before  the 
time  of  balloting,  and  slept  on  the  ground  in 
tents,  so  as  t3  be  able  to  make  their  selec- 
tions. Surely  that  shows  that  the  demand 
for  this  kind  of  settlement  is  nothing  like 
exhausted;  in  fact,  that  it  is  greater  than 
ever,  and  very  much  promoted  by  the  fact 
that  the  country  knows  that  the  majority 
of  the  people  who  have  been  settled  on  these 
lands  are  succeeding  very  well.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  says   these  estates  will  very 
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soon  be  scattered.  But  I  would  point  out  that 
there  is  a  law  against  that ;  and  it  would  be  a 
bad  thing  indeed  if  the  country  had  not  passed 
a  law  which  will  not  allow  them  to  be  scattered. 
What  is  the  reason  that  we  have  made  provi- 
sion to  prevent  the  land  accumulating  in  one 
or  two  hands  ?  Because  we  look  at  what  is  the 
case  at  Home,  and  we  see  that  in  the  past  the 
large  landholders  there  have  been  adding  to 
their  areets  at  whatever  cost,  with  the  result 
that  now  a  few  people  in  England  own 
almost  all  the  land.  The  same  is  the  case 
in  Ireland  and  Scotland;  and,  if  you  allow 
the  same  thing  to  happen  here,  we  shall  very 
soon  be  back  in  the  position  that  we  were  in 
a  few  yeard  ago.  The  honourable  gentleman 
says  he  is  in  favour  of  buying  in  moderation. 
But  how  can  he  apply  that  word  *'  moderation  *' 
in  this  connection  ?  There  is  no  moderation  in 
the  thing  at  all.  He  knows  very  well  that  if  a 
man  is  a  merchant  or  a  manufacturer  he  in- 
creases his  business,  if  there  is  necessity  for  it 
by  enlarged  demand.  In  this  matter  we  are 
not  going  into  dangerous  liabilities.  Thore  is 
no  doubt  we  are  indirectly  liable  for  a  certcdn 
amount  of  money,  but  when  we  find  that  these 
people  are  paying  their  rents,  and  paying  them 
easily,  and  that  the  Government  are  suffering 
no  loss,  and  that  there  is  no  indication  of  loss 
prospectively,  I  do  not  see  how  the  honourable 
gentleman  can  establish  his  argument  that  we 
are  buying  too  much,  and  that  he  would  be  in 
favour  of  moderation.  There  is  no  such  thing 
as  moderation  in  the  carrying-out  of  a  thing  of 
this  kind.  You  must  either  not  do  it  or  do  it 
to  such  an  extent  that  all  people  may  have  the 
same  opportunities  as  the  people  who  have 
already  been  placed  there.  The  honourable 
gentleman's  remark  is  an  indication  to  me  of 
the  prospect  there  would  be  for  this  measure 
if  the  Opposition  came  into  power.  They 
would  stop  this  purchasing  of  estates  alto- 
gether ;  and  the  consequence  would  be  that 
a  few  people  would  have  had  the  benefit  of 
getting  land,  while  others,  including  the  young 
men  who  are  now  growing  up  among  us,  would 
not  be  able  to  get  any  land  at  all.  I  really 
hope  the  Council  will  set  its  face  against  any- 
thing of  that  kind.  Now,  I  am  surprised  to 
hear  the  honourable  gentleman,  professing  as 
he  has  always  done  to  be  a  progressive,  as  we 
know  he  is  in  his  private  affairs,  endeavouring 
to  put  a  restriction  upon  the  colony's  credit 
when  he  himself  is  aware  that  every  one- 
all  enterprising  investors — if  they  are  to  keep 
pace  with  the  general  development  going  on  aU 
around  them,  must  increase  their  capital.  What 
are  forty  or  fifty  millions  in  comparison  to  the 
assets  which  we  possess  now  in  this  oountxy  ? 
If  we  are  to  go  ahead  we  must  borrow  money 
— we  must  increase  our  capital  in  order  to 
develop  our  resources ;  to  be  non  -  progres- 
sive is  to  be  retrogressive.  With  regard  to 
this  aspect  of  the  question,  the  hononrable 
gentleman  talked  about  the  last  New  Zealand 
loan.  He  said  that  our  credit  in  London 
was  strained  by  the  fact  of  our  borrowing 
too  much  money,  and  that  practically  the 
loan  was  a  failure.    Now,  I  utterly  deny  that. 


1699.]  AddrsBS  in  Reply.         [COUNCIL.]  Address  in  Beply. 


45 


I  have  looked  up  the  reports  of  the  various 
loans  of  the  various  oolonies'  and  councils' 
and  borough  borrowings  at  the  time  that  this 
loan  was  put  out  in  England,  and  I  say  our 
loan  produced  just  as  fair  a  rate  of  interest  as 
that  of  any  other  oolony,  if  not  more ;  and  it 
certainly  compared  very  favourably  with  many 
of  the  borrowings  that  took  place  simul- 
taneously by  public  bodies  in  England.  I  will 
take  the  case  of  the  Liverpool  Corporation — 
an  undeniable  security — for  instance.  They 
floated  a  2}-per-cent.  loan  at  a  price  which 
compared  very  favourably  to  this  colony  with 
our  3-per-cent.  loan.  What  was  the  result? 
It  was  at  once  placed.  There  was  £500,000 
asked  for  at  a  minimum  of  96,  and  there 
were  applications  for  over  two  millions.  And 
the  honourable  gentleman  says  that  is  prac- 
tically a  failure.  How  can  applications  for 
four  times  the  amount  be  a  failure  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.—It  was  a  million 
loan. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  A.  LEE  SMITH.— Two  mil- 
lions were  applied  for,  and  £500,000  was  put 
on  the  market.  Every  one  knows  that  if  you 
apply  for  a  small  amount  there  would  be  a  more 
limited  range  of  applicants  for  it  than  if  you  put 
oat  an  application  for  a  large  amount.  The 
price  of  the  loan  was  fixed  at  96,  after  consulta- 
tion with  the  highest  authorities  in  London, 
and  the  wisdom  of  the  selection  was  verified  by 
the  fact  that  we  got  a  profit  on  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— It  was  the  first 
time  we  paid  interest  on  money  we  never  got. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  A.  LEE  SMITH.— I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  wrong.  Other  loans 
have  been  issued  that  have  had  accrued  interest 
at  the  time  the  applications  came  in.  Now, 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  talked  about 
the  railways  being  starved.  He  objects  to  our 
borrowing,  and  yet  says  the  railways  are  being 
starved.  If  we  do  not  borrow,  how  can  we  keep 
our  railways  in  a  state  of  extension  7 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN. —I  do  not  object 
to  borrowing.  I  said  we  were  exhausting  our 
orodit  for  things  as  against  other  works  which 
would  be  of  more  advantage  to  us. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  A.  LEE  SMITH.— Perhaps 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  tell  us  what  we 
vn  to  borrow  for.  I  say  the  very  first  thing  we 
should  do  is  to  give  the  people  facilities  for 
prosperous  land-settlement.  I  deny  that  the 
railways  are  starved  at  all.  I  say  the  railways 
in  this  country  have  been,  in  common  with 
other  industries,  very  prosperous.  The  busi- 
ness that  has  beien  brought  to  them  has  been 
very  large,  and  it  has  been  more,  no  doubt, 
than  they  have  been  able  to  cope  with.  There 
luw  been  a  very  great  rush  and  demand  for 
aooommodation  on  the  railways.  Probably  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  not  looked  about 
him,  but  I  have  noticed  it,  and  every  other 
honourable  gentleman  who  looks  around  him 
most  have  seen  it ;  and  the  fact  of  the  matter 
has  been  that  the  Government  have  not  had, 
and  could  not  have,  the  plant  here  in  time  to 
eope  with  it.  The  very  large  traffic  that  has 
fpmjk  this  year  has  required  a  great  deal  of 
imisit  power,   and  to    meet  this   you   must 


provide  the  neces&ary  funds.  Now  I  for  one 
am  altogether  against  this  absurd  fear  that 
some  people  have  about  borrowing.  .  I  look 
upon  it  as  necessary.  Sir,  if  we  are  to  be 
progressive  we  must  do  it;  all  other  coun- 
tries have  to  do  it ;  we  must  borrow  money  and 
meet  the  country's  needs.  We  have  young  men 
growing  up  amongst  us,  and  we  must  open  up 
the  land  for  them,  and  we  must  have  money  to 
do  it  with  ;  and  it  is  idle  to  say  that  we  should 
not  borrow  when  by  so  doing  it  would  be  clear 
that  the  progress  of  the  country  would  be 
advanced.  Now,  the  honourable  gentleman 
moved  on  to  the  question  of  the  Conciliation 
Bill,  and  he  said  that  something  must  be  done 
to  amend  it  and  make  it  more  workable. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  A.  LEE  SMITH.— I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  that.  No  doubt 
there  are  some  faults  in  that  Bill ;  all  legisla- 
tion of  this  kind  must  be  experimental,  and 
who  ever  heard  of  any  Bill  of  this  nature 
where  there  were  not  some  mistakes.  A  few 
corrections  will,  no  doubt,  be  necessary ;  but  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  says  the  Bill  is  a 
failure  I  totally  disagree  with  him.  I  know, 
so  far  as  Bunedin  is  ooncerned,  a  very  great 
number  of  disputes,  that  could  not  be  settled 
amicably  before  the  Conciliation  Act  came  into 
force,  when  brought  before  the  Conciliation 
Board  at  once  came  to  an  agreement,  and 
have  respected  it  since,  and  altogether  the 
Bill  has  resulted  in  very  great  advantage  not 
only  to  the  men,  but  also  to  the  employers.  I 
know  one  particular  instance  where  for  a  very 
long  time  past  a  great  tension  that  had  existea 
between  an  employer  and  his  men  has  been 
utterly  swept  away  by  the  recommendations 
made  by  the  Conciliation  Board,  and  for  some 
months  —in  fact,  I  think,  for  a  year  now — there 
has  been  no  question  at  all  of  disagreement 
between  them.  The  master  knows  what  he 
has  to  do,  and  the  men  know  what  they  have 
to  do.  One  great  advantage  about  the  Arbitra- 
tion Board  is  that  it  has  altogether  destroyed 
the  influence  of  the  pure  agitator — the  single 
individual  or  the  one  or  two  men  in  the  works 
who  were  continually  agitating.  These  men 
have  no  power  now,  because  the  majority  of 
the  employes  say  this :  "  We  have  settled  this 
question,  and  it  is  no  use  opening  it  again  for 
two  years,  and  we  cannot  listen  to  you.  If 
you  do  not  like  this  you  can  leave  it."  I  say 
that  is  a  very  great  advantage,  not  only 
to  the  employer  of  the  men,  but  to  the  work- 
men themselves ;  and,  although  it  may  be 
necessary  to  make  a  few  corrections  in  this 
Bill,  I  regard  it  as  a  measure  which  will 
remain,  and  which  ought  to  remain,  upon  our 
statute-book.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman 
went  on  to  talk  about  the  "general  throttling  of 
industry."  Now,  I  do  not  see  how  he  can  say 
that.  The  output  and  returns  of  our  manu- 
factures are  larger,  and  the  employment  of 
people  is  greater.  One  illustration  in  his  re- 
mark, that  we  are  throttlmg  industry,  that 
he  gave  us  was  the  fact  that  reapers-and- 
binders  cannot  now  be  produced  in  this  colony. 
I  say  they  have  never  been  made  here  for  five 
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SIX,  or  seven  years  previous  to  the  Board  being 
brought  into  existence  ;  and  why?  Reapers  and 
binders  are  made  by  the  hundreds  of  thousands 
in  America  and  Canada ;  and  the  enormous 
plants  these  people  have,  and  the  consequently 
cheap  means  of  piodajtion,  and  the  large  turn- 
over, enable  them  to  ecncl  machines  over  here 
and  beat  men  who  would  td*  e  to  erect  special 
plants  to  manufacture  a  fiitictli  part  of  the 
number  made  there.  That  ic  what  is  the 
matter  with  the  reaper-and-binder  trade ;  but 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  bad  inquired  of 
the  agricultural-implement  makers  as  to  the 
production  of  other  agricultural  machinery  he 
would  find  there  were  never  so  many  being  pro- 
duced as  there  are  now.  I  say,  therefore,  that 
his  argument  that  this  class  of  legislation  has 
destroyed  the  agricultural  implement  industry 
is  altogether  wrong,  because  the  facts  prove  the 
contrary.  The  honourable  gentleman  said  the 
Master  and  Apprentice  Bill  was  another  mea- 
sure which  would  be  very  detrimental  to  our 
general  industries.  Well,  that  Bill  is  not 
before  us  now,  but  when  it  comes  before  us  we 
are  going  to  deal  with  it  on  its  merits.  It  may 
be  necessary  that  exemptions  should  be  made 
in  some  trades  and  not  in  others ;  but  when  the 
time  comes  we  can  discuss  what  is  necessary 
and  what  is  not  necessary.  The  honourable 
gentleman  says  that  if  all  this  labour  legisla- 
tion was  put  fairly  before  the  workmen  they 
would  be  satisfied  to  do  without  it.  Well,  the 
question  was  very  much  before  them  before 
this  Bill  was  brought  in,  and  it  ended  in  a 
general  strike  throughout  the  country.  It  has 
ended  in  strikes  at  Home  ;  indeed,  strikes  have 
occurred  in  nearly  every  country  in  Europe 
where  they  have  not  legislation  such  as  this. 
Take  London,  for  instance  :  the  Thames  iron- 
works seven,  eight,  or  ten  years  ago  were  in 
great  disaster.  I  read  an  account  of  the 
matter  the  other  day.  There  is  now  a  private 
conciliation  and  arbitration  agreement  between 
the  employers  and  men,  and  the  result  has  been 
this :  There  have  been  no  disputes,  and  their 
business  is  ten  times  larger  than  ever,  and  the 
employment  of  people  has  increased  several 
fold.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  goes  on 
to  the  advances  to  settlers,  and  he  says  we  are 
advancing  too  much  to  settlers.  Well,  the  re- 
turns show  that  as  far  as  these  advances  have 
gone  in  the  past  they  have  all  been  made  on 
very  good  security,  because  there  is  no  money 
owing.  Then,  he  draws  attention  to  the  fact 
that  there  are  a  great  many  leaseholders 
amongst  those  who  have  got  advances.  I 
suppose  the  responsible  Board  who  advanced 
money  upon  these  leaseholds  are  alive  to  the 
fact  that  leasehold  is  not  freehold,  and  must 
limit  their  advances  in  accordance  with  the 
condition  and  value  of  that  leasehold.  And  I 
do  not  see  why  you  cannot,  with  due  care,  ad- 
vance just  as  securely  upon  leasehold  as  upon 
freehold,  and  to  limit  the  benefit  of  this  Act  to 
the  freeholder  entirely  I  do  not  think  would  be 
fair.  I  am  very  pleased  to  see  that  there  is  an 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
extend  the  operations  of  this  Act,  and  to  give 
the  people  near  towns — in  suburban  districts — 
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the  benefit  of  it ;  because,  so  far  as  my  ob- 
servation goes,  I  can  see  there  is  a  very  great 
field  for  the  employment  of  money  like  this, 
which  will  largely  result  in  very  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  people  of  suburban  distriots. 
Now,  as  to  old-age  pensions,  the  honourable 
gentleman  gave  us  a  long  diatribe  against 
old-age  pensions.  He  says  that  pensions  have 
been  given  to  the  undeserving  people.  No 
doubt  there  are  a  few  exceptions — a  few 
people  here  and  there  may  have  got  through 
and  obtained  their  pensions  by  improper 
means.  I  think  I  know,  perhaps,  of  one  or 
two  cases  myself,  but  that  is  subject  to  reo- 
tifioation.  You  cannot  expect  in  the  case  of 
the  many  thousand  people  who  are  getting 
these  pensions  that  there  should  not  be  one 
or  two  instances  where  wrong  has  been  done ; 
but  that  is  no  reeison  whatever  why  we  should 
deprive  all  the  worthy  old  people  of  this  colony 
of  what  J,  for  one,  maintain  is  a  right,  simply 
because  there  have  been  a  few  frauds.  With 
regard  to  this  question,  a  great  objection  to  it 
that  I  have  heard  advanced  is  this  :  It  will  re- 
lieve the  families  of  these  old  people  of  the 
natural  duty  to  provide  for  their  parents.  That 
is  all  very  well,  in  thn  case  of  those  who  ha^e 
plenty  of  money  to  do  so ;  but  I  would  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman  this :  How  can  a  man, 
say,  of  thirty-five  or  forty,  married,  with  four  or 
five  children,  afiord  sufficient  to  keep  his  parents 
out  of  a  wage,  say,  of  from  £1  16s.  to  £2  pec 
week? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— He  has  ne^er 
been  asked  to  do  it  under  those  ciroamstanoes. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  A.  LEE  SMITH.— Well,  you 
say  this :  The  people  who  want  old-age  pen- 
sions generally  are  those  who  are  in  that  posi- 
tion of  life  whose  sons  and  daughters  are  only 
earning  sufficient  to  keep  themselves ;  so  it 
would  be  monstrous  to  expect  them  to  keep 
their  parents  also. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  said  quite  differ- 
ently. I  said  those  who  are  able  to  keep  their 
parents. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  A.  LEE  SMITH.— Yon  oannot 
make  exceptions.  You  must  have  a  general 
rule  in  a  case  of  this  kind.  I  think  if  these 
people  have  a  claim  on  the  Government — and 
their  claim  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  worthy  and  good 
one — it  is  a  tribute  which  the  State  has  to  pay 
to  those  people,  simply  for  this  reason :  A  great 
many  have  not  the  physical  or  mental  strength 
to  keep  pace  with  the  quick  industrial  maroh 
of  the  times,  and  we  have  to  assist  them.  I 
differ  altogether  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. I  look  upon  this  old-age  pension  as  one 
of  the  most  benevolent  schemes  that  has  ever 
been  brought  forward — a  proper  scheme — and 
as  a  proof  of  that,  in  Great  Britain  the 
present  Government  is  recognising  that  it  ii 
a  thing  that  has  to  come  there,  beoause  a 
Commission  has  very  recently  been  set  up  to 
consider  the  subject,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  they  will  very  shortly  have  carried 
there  a  Bill  founded  pretty  well  on  the  same 
lines  as  our  Act.  No  doubt  there  are  some 
fiaws  in  the  Act,  but  it  is  quite  an  experimental 
piece  of  legislation,  and  I  think  the  Gk>vemment 
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has  done  wisely,  even  though  it  may  be  in 
«ome  respects  faalty,  to,  at  any  rate,  establish 
the  principle  and  put  it  into  operation,  although 
we  may  have  this  session  or  next  session  to 
amend  it.  I  do  not  know  tbat  I  need  say  an]^ 
more  than  this.  The  honourable  gentleman 
has,  as  usual,  attacked  this  kind  of  legislation ; 
he  has  come  back  here  evidently  with  the 
intention  of  again  impeaching  the  Qovem- 
ment's  policy,  and  I  think  it  behoves  the 
members  of  this  House  to  reply  to  him,  and 
to  show  that  this  legislation  has  not  done, 
and  will  not  do,  the  harm  which  he  says  it 
will.  It  is  necessary  for  us  to  proceed  on  the 
same  lines  as  in  the  past,  and  I  think — and  I 
believe  a  great  many  people  think  with  me, 
and  I  think  it  will  be  shown — that  the  majority 
of  the  people  of  the  country  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  legislation  that  has  been  brought  for- 
ward has  tended  very  much  to  the  advance - 
ment  and  prosperity  of  the  country.  It  has 
tended  to  the  comfort  and  social  and  moral 
devation  of  the  people  of  the  colony,  and  it  has 
also  given  a  feeling  of  confidence  which  will 
reeult  in  very  great  advantage  to  us  all.  These 
few  disconnected  remarks  I  have  put  forward 
with  a  view  to  answering  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's observations,  and  I  trust  those  who  fol- 
low me  will  be  able  to  show  better  than  I  have 
that  this  Government  deserves  well  of  the  coun- 
try, and  that  the  people  are  satisfied  with  the 
general  trend  of  the  legislation  that  has  been 
brought  forward. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McOULLOUGH.— There  are 
references  in  the  Speech  of  His  Excellency  the 
Qovemor  that  have  not  been  touched  upon  by 
pre||ou8  speakers.  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
attention  of  the  Council  for  a  few  minutes  to 
that  clause  in  the  Governor's  Speech  which 
aayi,  "  la  respect  to  the  expenditure  on  rail- 
ways, the  mof«t  pressing  is  the  connection  of 
Aaokland  and  Wellington  by  rail.'*  Sir,  to  my- 
self, and  the  people  of  the  district  in  which  I 
reside,  such  a  paragraph  in  the  Speech  of  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  has  given  great  satis- 
iaotion.  I  think  it  is  the  very  first  instance  in 
which  reference  to  a  line  of  railway  connecting 
Anokland  and  Wellington  has  been  made  in  a 
OoYemor's  Speech  ;  and  lam  sure  that,  having 
been  placed  in  the  Speech,  the  Government 
will  follow  up  the  remark  by  energetically 
setting  to  work  to  complete  that  very  necessary 
imdeitaking.  It  may  be  within  the  recollec- 
tion of  most  members  of  the  Council  that  in 
the  past  in  Auckland  there  have  been  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  as  to  the  route  which 
the  line  of  railway  from  Wellington  to  Auck- 
land should  take.  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
recently  a  change  has  come  over  the  opinions 
of  the  people  of  Auckland,  and  they  are  not 
now  so  divided  as  they  have  been  for  years 
past.  I  believe  that  this  change  of  opinion  is 
mainly  owing  to  the  fact  that  more  information 
bas  been  given  to  the  people,  and  they  are  now 
aware  that  there  are  many  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  having  another  route  for  the  railway 
ehosen  at  the  present  time.  The  principal 
diffi<mlty  is  that,  while  Acts  of  Parliament 
provide  for  the  railway  being  constructed  in  a 


certain  direction — that  known  usually  as  the 
central  route — there  is  no  Act  of  Parliament, 
and  no  probability  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
being  passed  at  present,  to  authorise  the  con- 
struction of  a  railway  by  any  other  route  con- 
necting Wellington  with  Auckland.  I  believe 
the  day  is  not  far  distant,  comparatively 
speaking,  when  we  shall  have  more  than 
one  line  of  communication  with  Auckland. 
But  at  the  present  time  it  concerns  us  that 
we  should  have  one  line,  and  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  Government  is  prepared  to 
energetically  proceed  with  the  work.  In  fur- 
therance of  the  remark  that  a  change  has  come 
over  public  opinion  in  Auckland  touching  the 
route  of  the  railway,  I  shall  read  a  resolution 
which  indicates  the  views  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Auckland.  I  do  so  in  support 
of  my  statement.  The  resolution  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

'*  As  in  the  present  circumstances  there  is 
little  hope  of  Parliament  authorising  a  new  line 
of  railway — viz.,  that  to  Wellington  via  Strat- 
ford— and  as  there  is  yet  twelve  miles  of  railway 
at  the  north  end  uncompleted  before  the  point 
of  divergence  is  reached,  this  Chamber  is  of 
opinion  that  the  Auckland  representatives  in 
Parliament  should  use  every  effort  to  induce 
the  Government  to  construct  the  said  twelve 
miles  without  further  delay,  and  also  press  for- 
ward the  southern  end  with  greater  expedi- 
tion." 

The  resolution,  you  will  perceive,  is  compre- 
hensive. It  is  not  asking  the  Government  to 
do  the  work  in  any  particular  part  of  the  rail- 
way, but  to  do  the  whole  line  of  railway — that 
is,  to  do  as  much  as  possible  at  each  end  of  the 
line,  so  as  to  complete  the  connection.  It  has 
been  mainly  owing  to  the  great  differences  of 
opinion  held  by  the  people  of  Auckland  that 
greater  expedition  has  not  been  shown  in  the 
execution  of  the  work.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
Governments  in  the  past  have  taken  advantage 
of  the  division  and  disunion  that  has  existed, 
and  so  have  not  pressed  forward  a  very  de- 
sirable work.  It  is  somewhat  a  disgrace  to  the 
colony  that  this  particular  line  of  railway  has 
not  been  completed  before  now.  You  are  all 
well  aware  that  this  main  trunk  line  connect- 
ing Auckland  and  Wellington  was  part  of  the 
scheme  of  railway  construction  introduced  by 
Sir  Julius  Vogel,  and  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1882  a  million  loan  was  authorised  and  raised 
for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  work.  You 
will  be  surprised  to  find  that,  although  that 
million  of  money  was  set  apart,  it  has  not  been 
expended  on  the  railway.  We  find  from  the 
returns  that  only  £584,650  — that  is,  little 
more  than  half  a  million  of  money — has  been 
spent  upon  the  construction  of  the  railway. 
The  sum  of  £161,182  has  been  spent  on  roads 
giving  access  to  the  railway.  The  sum  of 
£219,987,  a  very  large  sum  you  will  admit, 
has  been  spent  upon  the  purchase  of  Native 
lands.  Well,  there  cannot  be  much  objection 
found  to  that  expenditure,  because  provision 
was  made  in  the  original  Act  for  the  purchase 
of  Native  lands  for  an  endowment.  I  believe 
the  money  has  been  judiciously  spent,  and  that 
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the  endowment  will  be  of  great  value  to  the 
colony,  and  of  use  in  the  coDBtruction  of  the  line. 
The  expenses  of  the  loan  amounted  to  £34,207. 
There  is  a  point  I  should  like  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to,  and  that  is  the 
policy  that  has  been  followed  in  the  past  of 
attempting  to  construct  the  remaining  main 
lines  of  railway  of  the  colony  out  of  our  surplus 
revenue.  Sir,  in  my  mind  it  is  simply  absurd 
to  hope  that  out  of  the  surpluses  of  revenue 
such  sums  could  be  set  apart  as  would  be  at  all 
adequate  to  construct  such  important  lines  of 
railway  as  the  Auckland  to  Wellington,  the 
Otago  Centra),  and  the  Midland.  It  is  quite 
useless  for  us  to  shut  our  eyes  any  longer  to  the 
fact  that  we  cannot  make  railways  expeditiously 
with  our  own  money,  taxing  ourselves  for  the 
purpose.  It  will  be  admitted  that  these  lines 
I  mentioned  are  necessary  —  are  imperatively 
necessary — and,  as  we  cannot  make  them  out 
of  our  surplus  revenue,  we  must  borrow  from 
the  people  who  have  the  money  to  lend  for  such 
purposes.  Now,  in  my  opinion,  a  loan  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  and  I  hope  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  will  authorise  the  raising  of  a 
loan  for  the  completion  of  those  railways  I  have 
referred  to.  Sir,  I  believe  the  country  is  pre- 
pared to  support  such  a  proposal.  I  believe 
that  the  prosperity  of  the  country  justifies  such 
an  expenditure,  and  the  increasing  trade  de- 
mands greater  railway  conveniences.  If  ever 
loan  expenditure  was  justifiable  for  railway 
constructron  it  is  certainly  justifiable  under 
the  present  circumstances.  Previous  speakers, 
including  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean,  have  re- 
ferred to  and  admitted  the  great  prosperity 
of  the  country.  I  do  not,  however,  agree 
with  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  on 
the  flotation  of  the  last  loan  asked  for  in  Lon- 
don for  New  Zealand.  I  think  such  remarks 
were  hardly  to  be  expected  from  a  gentleman 
of  such  large  financial  knowledge  and  experience 
as  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean.  I  think  £96  lis.,  if 
not  a  very  large,  is  a  very  fair  sum  for  a  loan. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— £93  68.  9d. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McC  ULL  0  UGH  .— The 
honourable  gentleman  will  pardon  me  ;  that 
is  his  statement,  and  I  think  he  should  have 
waited  until  the  returns  are  laid  on  the  table. 
Then  would  be  the  time  for  him  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  expenses  incurred  in  floating  the 
loan.  The  question  now  is  the  value  of  the 
loan  on  the  market — the  amount  of  money  that 
was  received  for  it— and  that  was  satisfactory 
beyond  all  doubt.  The  minimum  was  fixed  at 
£96,  and  we  got  lis.  more. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— You  did  not  get 
£96. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— Well,  the 
honourable  gentleman  says  so,  and  I  admit  he 
is  a  financial  authority  and  may  be  right ;  but 
I  think  he  is  scarcely  justified  in  putting  his 
opinion  forward  at  the  present  time  and  asking 
us  to  accept  it.  The  honourable  gentleman  is 
perfectly  well  aware  that  in  the  flotation  of 
loans  there  are  many  expenses  which  cannot  be 
avoided ;  but  these  expenses  are  never  deducted 
when  the  value  of  a  loan  is  being  stated.  There 
are  Stock  Exchange  expenses,  commission  to 
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banks,  commission  to  underwriters.  All  loans 
are  subject  to  such  charges.  Any  one  taking 
up  the  financial  papers  in  England  and  refer- 
ring to  the  flotation  of  loans  upon  the  market 
will  admit  that  the  New  Zealand  loans  have  of 
late  years  been  remarkably  well  received ;  and 
the  last  loan  was  no  exception.  There  was 
only  £500,000  asked  for,  and  £2,000,000  offered. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.  —  There  was  a 
million  asked  for. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— Only 
£500,000  was  placed  on  the  market,  though  a 
million  loan  was  proposed.  I  think  you  will 
find  I  am  correct  in  my  statement,  though  I 
speak  subject  to  correction.  But,  as  a  broad 
argument,  I  would  ask  him  to  look  at  the  posi- 
tion of  the  whole  of  the  loans  of  New  Zealand 
on  the  London  market.  Why,  they  are  higher 
in  value  than  those  of  any  other  colony  in  the 
Australasian  group. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McCULLOUGH.— There  is 
only  one,  I  believe,  that  is  higher.  I  was  com- 
paring the  colonial  loans  and  their  value  in  the 
market  from  the  returns  published  in  a  finan- 
cial paper  the  other  day,  and  it  struck  me  then 
that,  taking  all  things  into  consideration,  the 
loans  of  New  Zealand  stood  higher  than  any 
others.  I  think  there  was  one  exception :  that 
was  in  the  case  of  one  loan  only  that  was  issued 
by  the  Colony  of  New  South  Wales.  We  are 
all  well  aware  that  our  loans  stand  very  high 
in  the  estimation  of  speculators  and  other 
investors  at  Home.  Sir,  I  hope,  if  the  pro- 
position should  come  before  the  colony  to 
raise  a  loan,  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's information  will  be  better  than  i#ftp- 
pears  to  me  to  be  now,  and  that  he  will  not 
raise  his  voice  against  floating  another  loan 
for  the  purpose  I  have  just  referred  to— that ii 
for  the  purpose  of  railway  construction.  I 
would  like  to  refer  to  another  clause  in  the 
Speech,  with  reference  to  His  Excellency's  trip 
to  the  goldfields.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being 
at  the  Thames  with  the  party  when  His  Excel- 
lency visited  that  goldfield,  and  I  can  assure 
members  that  in  all  his  speeches  made  during 
his  visits  His  Excellency  was  highly  compli- 
mentary, and  he  appeared  much  gratified  with 
all  he  saw.  All  he  said  was  in  keeping  with 
the  expressions  he  has  made  use  of  in  his 
Speech  to  Parliament.  He  was  exceedingly 
gratified  and  very  pleased  to  find  the  great 
prosperity  there  is  on  the  Thames  Goldfield.  I 
think  I  am  justified  in  mentioning  this,  beoaose 
many  memoers  of  the  Council  may  not  be  so 
conversant  with  the  returns  from  the  goldfields 
as  those  who  come  from  that  part  of  the  country; 
and  I  hope  that  some  members  who  oomo 
from  the  agricultural  districts  will  take  this 
opportunity  to  mention  the  returns  from  there 
districts,  all  of  which,  of  course,  will  go  to  show 
the  general  prosperity  of  the  country.  Last 
month,  from  the  goldfields  of  the  Coromandel 
Peninsula,  gold  to  the  value  of  £50,226  168.  3d. 
was  obtained,  and,  multiplying  that  by  twelve 
for  the  year,  we  have  over  half  a  million  sterling 
of  gold  that  may  be  expected  from  the  north 
alone.    It  is  well  known  too  that  in  Otago  larg* 
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qnantikies  of  gold  are  being  obtained,  especially 
io  the  way  of  dredging  and  sluicing.  I  have 
no  doubt,  Sir,  ihis  will  continue.  There  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  output  of  gold 
fioai  the  north  will  continue.  In  fact,  ic  is 
likely  to  increase,  for  the  reason  that  the 
Waibi  Mine,  which  contributes  the  greater 
portion  of  the  Fum  I  have  mentioned,  is  in- 
creAsing  the  uuinber  of  stampers.  At  present 
it  is  crushing  with  190  stamps,  and  it  proposes 
within  the  next  few  months  to  erect  fifty  more, 
and,  as  the  return  for  May,  with  twenty-four 
crDshing-days,  resulted  in  £25,725  from  7,890 
tons,  and  aK  the  total  yield  of  the  mine  up  to 
the  end  of  May  of  this  year  was  no  less  than 
£1,009,738,  it  may  be  reasonably  assumed  that 
the  returns  for  the  future  will  be  as  large  or 
larger.  I  am  sure  this  is  very  pleasant  infor- 
mation for  honourable  members  to  receive.  It 
is  of  very  great  importance  to  the  District  of 
Auckland,  and  it  justifies  capitalists  investing 
money  in  the  mines  of  the  north.  As  the  re- 
marks of  the  Hon.  Mr.  McL«>an  have  been  fully 
dealt  with  by  previous  speakers,  and  may  be 
referred  to  by  those  who  succeed  me,  I  do  not 
propose  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  at 
any  greater  length.  I  hope  honourable  mem- 
bers will  think,  as  I  come  from  a  goldfiold  con- 
stituency in  the  north,  I  am  justified  in  laying 
the  facts  I  have  before  the  Oounoil. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BIGG. — Sir,  when  a  member 
of  the  Council  drags  the  tail  of  his  political 
coat  in  front  of  us  and  invites  us  to  tread  on 
it  we  would  seem  to  be  wanting  in  capacity 
and  in  courage  if  we  did  not  endeavour  to 
oblige  him.  I  am  quite  willing  that  any 
honourable  gentleman  should  flutter  his  gar- 
ment in  front  of  us,  but  when  at  the  same 
time  he  strikefl  out  in  all  directions  with  his 
shillelagh,  on  the  principle  of  '*  Where  you  see 
a  head  hit  it,"  and  a  share  of  the  blows  fall 
upon  my  shoulders,  I  feel  it  right  to  step  for- 
ward in  self-defence.  These  remarks  are  in 
reference  to  the  speech  delivered  yesterday  by 
the  Hon,  Mr.  McLiean — an  excellent  speech  in 
its  way,  and  one  of  the  best  I  have  heard  the 
honoorable  gentleman  deliver.  It  was  a  speech 
that  was  comprehensive  in  its  scope,  concise  in 
its  parts,  but,  like  most  of  the  speeches  of  the 
hoTtonrable  gentleman^  unsound  in  its  conclu- 
sions. I  do  not  feel  inclined  at  present  to  deal 
with  many  of  the  questions  on  which  the 
honourable  gentlemcui  touched,  or  with  his 
opinions  in  regard  to  them, — with  some  of 
which  I  may  say  I  disagree, — but  I  rise  to 
Sfty  a  few  words  concerning  the  attack  he 
made  on  the  Industrial  Conciliation  and  Ar- 
Mtration  Act.  The  honourable  gentleman  is 
one  who  ne^er  misses  an  opportunity  of 
attacking  that  legislation,  but  very  rarely 
does  he  give  us  facts  to  support  his  con- 
tentions. In  this  respect  he  is  like  a  number 
of  newspapers  in  the  colony,  that  seize  upon 
^ly  trivial  matter  and  exaggerate  it  with  the 
view  of  bringing  the  Act  into  disrepute.  But 
what  some  of  these  newspapers  seem  to  be  un- 
aware of — and  it  is  a  fact  that  honourable 
members  might  be  expected  to  know— is  that 
at  the  present  time  many  of  the  large  employers 
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of  labour  in  the  colony  are  in  favour  of  the  Act, 
and  that  their  number  is  steadily  increasing. 
The  reason  for  this  is  obvious  to  one  who  has 
watched  che  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Arbi- 
tration and  the  Boards  of  Conciliation.  In  the 
main  the  standard  of  wages  has  not  been  in- 
creased, but  there  has  been  a  levelling-up  in 
many  trades  to  the  highest  standard,  which 
has  put  the  competition  on  a  fairer  banis,  and 
has,  consequently,  improved  the  position  of 
those  who  previously  paid  the  highest  wages 
and  gave  their  employes  the  best  conditions.  It 
would  seem  to  one  who  thinks  the  m\tter  out 
that  the  Act  is  operating  very  much  in  favour  of 
the  large  employer ;  but  I  can  my.'iclf  see  no 
objection  to  it  on  that  score,  because  I  am 
aware  that  the  trades  -  unionists  have  long 
recognised  that  in  the  larger  establishments 
they  are  able  to  obtain  better  conditions  of 
employment ;  that  where  there  is  much  com- 
petition, especially  on  the  part  of  small  flrras 
which,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  competition, 
cut  down  the  rate  of  wages  and  t)ms  unfairlv 
compete,  it  is  undesirable  that  suoh  business 
should  be  carried  on.  I  can  understand  that 
the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  may  not  take  quite  the 
same  view  as  some  of  these  larger  employers 
of  labour  to  whom  I  allude,  and  for  this 
reason:  The  shipping  companies — and  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  connected  with  one, 
I  believe— do  not  meet  with  thac  kind  of  com- 
petition to  which  I  have  referred.  They  seem 
to  have  adjusted  amongst  themselves  the  par- 
ticular lines  on  which  their  business  shall  be 
conducted  without  coming  into  competition 
with  each  other,  and  therefore  where  there 
is  an  increase  in  the  rate  of  pay  it  is 
an  increase  in  the  standard.  Now,  what 
has  happened  since  the  Industrial  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  Act  came  into  force 
is  this;  that  a  moiety  of  the  £1  a  month 
deducted  from  seamen  and  firemen,  ct  cetera^ 
after  the  maritime  strike  has  been  restored, 
and  there  is  every  probability  that  within  a 
reasonable  time  the  other  moiety  will  be  re- 
stored, and  the  wages  established  at  the  same 
rate  as  they  were  previous  to  that  strike.  This 
may  be  distasteful  to  the  shipowners,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  they  are  simply  performing 
an  act  of  restitution,  and  one  that  they  should 
have  performed  without  pressure.  The  colony 
has  become  so  much  more  prosperous  since  the 
maritime  strike  that  if  the  shipowners  previous 
to  that  time  were  able  to  pay  a  cenain  rate  of 
wages  they  should  now  be  able  to  pay  the  same 
rate  if  they  so  desired.  But  they  have  not  seen 
fit  to  do  so,  and  the  reduction  of  wages  has 
gone  to  increase  their  profits,  and  now  that  the 
wages  are  about  to  be  restored  to  the  previous 
standard  they  see  a  decrease  in  the  amount  of 
their  profit,  and  they  naturally  oppose  the 
means  by  which  this  restoration  is  brought 
about  —  namely,  the  Industrial  Conciliation 
and  Arbitration  Act.  Honourable  gentlemen 
will  therefore  see  that  the  shipping  com- 
panies of  the  colony  stand  in  a  different  position 
to  the  other  employers  of  labour  to  whom  I 
have  referred  as  being  in  favour  of  the  Act, 
and  recognise  the  reason  for  their  opposition. 
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The  honourable  gentleman  said  we  should  ha 
careful  to  see  that  we  do  not  throttle  industry. 
Now,  that  I  consider  is  a  matter  that  may  very 
well  be  left  to  the  consideration  of  those  who 
administer  the  law.  In  every  case,  so  far  as  I 
am  aware,  all  the  conditions  attached  to  a  par- 
ticular industry  are  taken  into  consideration 
before  the  dispute  is  determined.  For  instance, 
it  was  pleaded  in  the  bootmakers*  dispute  that 
if  the  wages  demanded  by  the  workers  were 
granted  it  would  lead  to  a  greater  importation, 
and  practically  to  the  destruction  of  the  manu- 
facturing business  in  New  Zealand.  That  fact 
was  taken  into  consideration,  and,  I  believe, 
weighed  sufficiently  with  the  Court,  so  that  the 
determioation  was  not  to  increase  the  rate  of 
wage  on  the  bulk  of  the  work,  but  simply  on 
some  special  lines.  But  even  then  we  have  in 
our  own  hands  the  remedy.  Assuming,  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  said,  that  if  you  increase 
the  price  you  at  once  encourage  importations, 
we  have  it  in  our  power  to  adjust  our  tariff  to 
nullify  that  eStct,  and  that  is  what  causes  me 
to  be  in  favour  of  protective  duties.  I  say 
that  if  we  wish  to  maintain  our  present  stan- 
dard of  comfort,  even  without  taking  into 
consideration  the  advisability  of  improving  it, 
we  must  sooner  or  later  increase  our  protective 
duties.  To  go  on  as  we  have  been  going  in  the 
past  in  the  face  of  falling  prices  is  to  encourage 
importation.  Prices  have  steadily  fallen,  while 
I  be  duties  have  remained  the  same,  and  the 
4.  fleet  of  the  tariff  at  present  is  not  as  protective 
as  when  it  was  introduced.  But  we  will  find 
as  we  progress,  and  as  industrial  legislation  is 
iii creased,  that  we  shall  have  to  protect  our- 
selves by  means  of  our  Customs  tariff  in  order 
to  maintain  the  position  we  desire.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said,  and  rightly,  tl>at 
I  he  present  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
ciliation is  not  a  satisfactory  one,  and  his  sug- 
gestion that  assessors  should  be  chosen  from 
the  different  parties  to  the  dispute  is  an  excel- 
leot  one.  Ac  the  present  time  we  may  have  a 
carpenter  on  one  side  and  a  painter  on  the 
other  dealing  with  a  dispute  that  involves  the 
question  of  the  price  to  be  paid  in  piecework 
in  the  tailoring  trade.  Now,  where  you  have 
two  on  each  side,  with  an  independent  Chair- 
man, none  of  whom  possess  the  practical  know- 
l.dge required,  the  matter  becomes  more  com- 
plicated, for  the  reason  that  it  is  much 
more  difficult  to  satisfy  five  such  persons 
than  it  would  be  to  satisfy  only  one.  I 
therefore  go  further  than  the  Hon.  Mr. 
McLean.  I  suggest  that  the  Board  of  Concilia- 
tion, as  it  exists  at  present,  should  be  swept 
away,  and  that  there  should  be  appointed  for 
the  colony  one  person,  who  might  be  termed  the 
-'  Conciliator,"  who  would  be  in  receipt  of  an 
annual  salary,  and  whose  services  would  be 
always  available.  He  might  either  go  on  cir- 
cuit or  go  at  c  nee  to  the  locality  where  he  is 
notified  that  a  dispute  exists.  Ue  would  there 
endeavour  to  interview  the  parties,  and  use 
every  means  in  his  power  to  bring  about  a 
settlement  of  the  dispute ;  and,  from  my  own 
experience,  I  believe  that  if  a  suitable  person 
were  obtained  many  disputes  that  now  go  to 
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the  Conciliation  Board  and  Arbitration  Court 
would  be  settled  without  the  intervention  of 
those  tribunals.  Supposing  the  Conciliator 
failed  to  bring  about  a  settlement  of  the  dispute, 
as  ho  no  doubt  would  in  some  cases,  he  should 
then  have  the  power  to  summon  before  him  the 
different  parties  to  Uie  dispute,  and  call  upon 
each  side  to  appoint  an  assessor  co  sit  with  him. 
After  that  the  proceedings  would  be  the  same 
as  they  are  before  the  Board  of  Conciliation  at 
present,  and  with  an  ultimate  reference  to  the 
Court  of  Arbitration  if  necessary.  Now,  that 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  Board  that  should  com- 
mend itself  to  every  one.  You  would  theire 
have  expert  knowledge  on  which  the  Conciliator 
could  draw.  You  would  have  a  man  who  was  in 
sympathy  with  the  spirit  of  .the  Act,  and  who 
would  do  his  best  to  be  impartial  and  fair  to 
both  sides.  And  there  would  also  be  a  saving 
in  cost  and  a  greater  expedition  in  the  settle- 
ment of  disputes,  and  probably  the  settlement 
of  a  large  number  without  the  intervention  of 
the  Board  of  Conciliation  or  Court  of  Arbitra- 
tion at  all.  These  are  the  reasons  which  seem 
to  me  to  justify  the  suggestion  I  have  made. 
Now,  as  regfiurds  the  Court  of  Arbitration,  I 
think  it  must  be  apparent  to  most  of  us  that 
the  sooner  there  is  a  Judge  appointed  to  fill 
the  office  of  President  of  the  Court  of  Arbitra- 
tion, whose  services  will  be  always  available, 
the  better  it  will  be  for  the  satisfactory  working 
of  the  Act  and  for  its  success.  I  remember 
that  at  the  time  it  was  firfft  proposed  to  appoint 
a  Supreme  Court  Judge  to  the  position  there 
was  a  feeling  of  distrust  in  the  minds  of  some  of 
the  leaders  of  the  labour  movement.  My  own 
opinion  is  that  the  experiment  has  been  fully 
successful.  Three  Judges  have  now  occupied 
the  position,  and  have  discharged  their  duties 
with  the  strictest  impartiality  and  the  greatest 
credit  to  themselves  and  to  the  colony. 
The  present  President  of  the  Court  of  Arbitra- 
tion, Mr.  Justice  Edwards,  has,  I  think,  been 
sufficiently  long  in  the  position,  and  has 
done  sufficient  work,  to  entitle  him  to  the 
implicit  confidence  of  both  employers  and 
employed.  A  reference  to  the  disputes  decided 
by  him  will  show  that  his  decisions  have  been 
based  on  the  evidence  brought  before  him, 
irrespective  of  any  private  opinions  he  may 
have  had,  and  that  is  the  most  any  one  can 
expect.  But  what  I  want  to  call  particular 
attention  to  is  this :  that  the  proper  adminis- 
tration of  that  Act  has  been  sadly  neglected. 
There  have  been  matters  which  should  have 
been  decided  —  matters  in  connection  with 
awards  given  in  the  past — which  have  not  been 
dbcided,  and  ^et  the  award  under  which  the 
matters  have  occurred  has  since  expired.  Not 
only  that,  but  many  important  disputes  have 
been  kept  back  month  after  month,  and  even 
up  to  the  present  time  there  seems  no  im- 
mediate chance  of  their  being  settled.  I  warn 
the  Government  that  in  delaying,  as  they 
have  been  doing,  the  proper  administration  of 
that  Act  they  are  imperilling  the  suooess  of 
one  of  the  greatest  experiments  ever  made  in 
industrial  legislation.  The  Industrial  Gonoilift- 
I  tion  and  Arbitration  Act,  I  am  sure,  will  re- 
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doimd  enonnoiiBly  to  the  credit  of  this  colony 
if  it  IB  properly  administered — administered 
with  impartiality,  and  withoat  the  endless  de- 
lays that  have  taken  place,  and  which  have 
given  rise  to  much  dissatisfaction.  I  have  re- 
peatedly pointed  out— and  I  will  not  miss  this 
opportunity  of  again  repeating  it — that,  so  far, 
toe  Act  has  worked  under  only  one  set  of  con- 
ditioDS—conditions  which  have  heen  favourable 
to  the  workers  owing  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
coontry.  But  the  time  may  come  when  de- 
pression will  set  in,  and  until  then  the  Act  will 
never  be  thoroughly  tested.  Still,  if  its  awards 
are  given  in  the  future  as  impartially  as  they 
have  been  in  the  past  I  have  every  confidenoe 
it  will  be  successful,  and  will  be  a  blessing  not 
only  to  this  country  but  to  many  others. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Sir,  a  political 
writer  of  the  greatest  eminence  has  recently 
fpven  a  description  of  all  speeches  from  the 
Throne  in  the  following  terms:  **A  disin- 
genuous flourish  of  a  specious  and  impossible 
programme,  put  into  the  lips  of  a  gracious 
Sovereign,  and  with  irreverent  insincerity  com- 
mitted to  the  protection  of  the  Almighty." 
That  description  will  be  concurred  in  by  every 
one  who,  like  myself,  has  heard  a  number  of 
such  tpeeches  and  has  assisted  in  the  concoc- 
tioB  of  several  of  them.  I  do  not  wish  to  say 
whether  or  not  the  Speech  now  under  discussion 
uiwers  lo  that  description,  but  the  descrip- 
tion which  I  have  quoted  has  very  frequently 
appeared  to  me  to  exactly  answer  the  purpose 
of  describing  accurately  the  effusions  which 
are  nsuallv  presented  to  Legislatures  both  in 
England  and  elsewhere.  The  few  remarks 
that  I  intend  to  make  will  be  addressed  rather 
to  subjects  which  are  not  in  the  Speech  than 
to  those  which  appear  in  it.  I  regret  very 
much  that  there  is  not  in  it  any  reference  to 
an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
reverse  the  policy  which  they  have  pursued  for 
some  time  in  refusing  the  freehold  tenure  to  the 
holders  of  the  numerous  tenures  which  have 
been  made  use  of  for  a  considerable  number 
of  }ears.  Sir,  in  my  opinion,  the  time  has 
come  when  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  all 
these  tenures  should  be  swept  away  and  merged 
in  the  general  principle  of  freehold  tenure ;  and 
it  ig  my  firm  belief,  and  certain] v  my  earnest 
hope,  that  during  the  election  which  is  about 
to  take  place  in  the  country  there  will  be  no 
mistake  whatever  in  the  decision  of  the  con- 
scitnenciet  on  that  point.  If  any  arguments 
are  wanted— and  I  do  not  think  that  any  are 
wanted— to  enforce  that  view,  nothing  could 
be  more  apparent  than  that  argument  which  is 
nsed,  when  speaking  of  the  condition  of  those 
^ito  are  upon  the  land  under  these  tenures, 
that  they  are  certain  to  be  successful.  I  am 
^''^  speaking  of  owners  of  freeholds,  but  gene- 
v^ly  of  the  other  Government  tenures.  After 
being  successful,  what  is  more  natural  than 
thai  they  should  desire  and  be  afforded  the 
opportunity  of  acquiring  the  freehold  of  the 
land  they  hold  under  any  one  of  those  extra- 
ordinary devices  which  have  been  for  some 
vnaon  or  other  adopted  ?  I  can  hardly  express 
appointment  at  nothing  of  the  kind  appear- 


ing in  this  Speech,  because  it  is  well  known 
that  the  Government  do  not  hold    the   view 
which    I     hold    on    the    subject,    and     that 
they  are    generally   hostile    to    the   freehold 
tenure  of  land.      There  can   be  no  doubt  as 
to  the   fairness    of   ascribing    to    them    that 
view,  since  the  Minister  of  Landp,  on  the  eve 
of  his  departure  for  England,  announced  his 
hope  and  desire  that  there  would  not  be  a 
Grown  grant  in  New  Zealand.    That  view  has 
been  expressed  repeatedly,  and  it  is  one  whichj 
coming  from  a  gentleman  occupying  so  pro* 
minent  a  position  in  the  Government,  must  be 
taken  as  the  view  of  that  Government — that 
they   are    generally    hostile    to    the    freehold 
tenure.    There  are  some  paragraphs  in   this 
Speech  whioh  appear  to  me  to  call  for  comment. 
Tnere  is  one  here  which  speaks  of  a  doubt  as  to 
the  equality  of  sacrifice  in  the  taxation  of  the 
country,  as  between  direct  and  iodirect,  and 
it  is  suggested  that  inquiries  should  be  made 
with  a  view  to  ascertaining  whether  there  is 
such   a  question  or  whether  there  is  not.    I 
should  imagine  that  it  was  the  business  of  the 
Government  to  have  made  these  inquiries,  and 
to  have  provided  Parliament  with  a  sufficient 
amount  of  information  on  the  subject.    That 
may  be  forthcoming  at  a  future  time.   The  real 
fact  of  the  matter  is  this:   There  has  been  put 
before  the  country  by  one  and  another  a  phrase, 
"relieving  the  burdens  on  the  necessaries  of 
life,"  and  it  appears  that  this  is  so  attractive 
and   desirable    a    c3mpaDion   that    both    the 
Government  and  some  members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition— according  to  newspaper  report — have 
been  trying  which  could  (;et  hold  of   it  first. 
I  think  if  any   one  should  ever   be   detected 
in  using  the  term  "  necessaries  of  life  "  in  re- 
lation to  the  taxation  of  this  country  he  ought 
to  be  called  upon  to  furnish  a  schedule  of  the 
articles  whioh  constitute  his  view  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  and  in  that  manner  we  might 
perhaps  some  time  or  another  be  relieved  of« 
the  intolerable  nuisance  of  having  this  phase 
brought   forward  on  every    possible   occasion. 
What  are  the  necessaries  of  life  ?    Some  people 
think  sugar  is  a  necessary  of  lite,  while  others 
do  not.    Some  consider  tea  is  a  necessary  of 
life,  while  others,  again,  consider  it  pernicious  to 
health  in  the  highest  degree.    There  are  many 
articles  of  clothing  which  I  think  should  be 
regarded    as    necessaries    of    life ;    at     any 
rate,  if  discontinued  even  momentarily  they 
would  probably   be    found    as     necessary   as 
any   article   of   consumption  •  whatever.    But 
if  yon  once  begin  to   touch  the  quesbion  ol 
clothing  you    are  faced   by    the    view   of  the 
colonial  manufacturer,  and  then  I  suppose  the 
necessity  for  relieving  taxation  upon  the  neoes- 
saries  of  life  will  disappear,  and  all  manufao- 
tures  will  be  found  in  another  category.    I  do 
sincerely  hope  there    will    be  in  the  country 
generally  a  determination  to  pin  any  one  who 
deals  with  questions  of  this  sort  in  these  terms 
to  0ive  a  definition,  so  that  there  mav  be  no 
doubt  as   to  what   the  meaning  is ;  for  it  is 
very  serious  and  very  evil,  in  my  judgment,  to 
have  these  sort  of  phrases  bandied  about  from 
one   politician  to  another    without  any    real 
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meaniDgf  and,  in  point  of  faofc,  without  any 
intention  to  inform  or  enlighten  the  elector  or 
the  general  public.  Sir,  whilst  I  cannot  ex- 
press disappointment  as  to  the  non-appearance 
in  this  Speech  of  certain  things,  there  are  one 
or  two  omissions  which  do  disappoint  me  very 
greatly,  and  one  is  a  question  of  the  greatest 
importance  connected  with  the  land-tax. 
When  I  see  here  the  term  used  "  the  equality 
of  sacrifice,"  as  being  a  thing  which  is  de- 
sirable, and  which  ought  to  be  secured  in 
masters  of  general  taxation,  I  cannot  but 
be  reminded  of  the  graduated  tax  on  land, 
as  applied  to  the  person  who  is  indebted  by 
way  of  mortgage  on  his  land.  How  it  is 
that  for  all  these  years — something  like  eight 
I  think — the  Legislature  has  allowed  so  mon- 
strous a  thing  to  exist  as  that  *'  inequality  of 
sacrifice  "  is  quite  beyond  my  comprehension 
in  every  possible  respect.  Sir,  an  unfortunate 
owner  of  land  who  has  got  a  mortgage  on  his 
property  has  to  pay  the  graduated  tax  on  the 
land — I  am  not  speaking  of  the  general  land- 
tax,  that  is  paid  by  the  mortgagee,  and  on  any 
margin  by  the  owner — he  has  actually  to  pay 
the  graduated  tax  on  the  full  unimproved  value 
of  the  land  if  it  exceeds  a  certain  amount,  no 
matter  how  much  he  is  indebted,  or  whether 
he  is  really  a  poor  man  or  not.  I  think  that 
is  a  most  unjust  thing,  and  I  do  hope  the  Qo- 
Vernment  will  take  steps  to  bring  that  subject 
before  the  Legislature  with  a  view  to  a  speedy 
and  practical  remf  dy.  I  need  not  dwell  upon 
it  longer.  I  am  sure  honourable  gentlemen 
generally  must  be  aware  that  what  I  am  now 
stating  is  accurate,  and  cannot  fail  to  see  the 
great  inequality  of  sacrifice  and  the  absolute 
injustice  of  the  present  system.  I  am  especi- 
ally anxious  to  call  attention  to  it,  because  the 
Premier  has  recently,  in  one  of  the  speeches 
which  he  has  made  in  the  country,  stated  that 
in  the  event  of  more  revenue  being  required  at 
any  time  an  addition  to  the  income-tax  and  to 
this  graduated  tax  on  land  is  the  source  from 
which  the  deficiency  must  be  met ;  and  I  am 
not  aware  that  it  can  be  met  in  any  other  way, 
and  the  mifortunate  indebted  landowners  will 
be  the  persons  on  whom  the  burden  will  be 
placed  in  the  event  of  such  a  deficiency  arising. 
Sir,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a  thing  which,  if 
the  Legislature  really  takes  it  into  proper  con- 
sideration, it  will  not  sanction  any  longer. 
Sir,  we  have  here  and  there  in  the  Speech,  and 
on  the  Order  Papers,  indications  of  the  reap- 
pearance of  some  old  friends.  Our  very  ancient 
friend  the  Usury  Bill  is  there.  I  thought  we  had 
seen  the  last  of  that  measure.  So  thoroughly 
has  the  stuffing  been  knocked  out  of  it  on  two 
or  three  occasions  that  I  thought  probably  it 
would  have  been  allowed  to  remain  in  peace ; 
but  it  appears  it  is  to  be  brought  forward  again, 
with  what  object  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand, 
for  anything  more  antiquated  or  more  exploded 
it  would  be  difficult  to  find. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — They  are  bringing  in  a 
Usury  Bill  in  England. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  know  what  my 
honourable  friend  means,  but  the  Bill  in  ques- 
tion, which  we  have  had,  preceded  its  brother, 
Hon,  Mr,  Stevens] 


which  is  to  be  introduced  in  England,  bv  some 
years,  and  the  circumstances  are  quite  different. 
I  am  not  sure  that  I  should  have  spoken  in  this 
debate  had  it  not  been  for  two  points  to  which 
I  wish  particularly  to  draw  attention.  There  is, 
we  are  informed,  and  though  we  have  not  the 
Budget  at  present  we  have  held  out  to  us,  the 
reasonable  expectation  of  a  continued  surplus. 
Now,  Sir,  all  financial  authorities  and  political 
authorities  all  over  the  world  have  always 
recognised  that  the  time  for  fisoaJ.  or  financial 
reform  is  when  there  is  a  surplus,  not  when  you 
have  either  an  equality  of  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture, or  something  worse ;  and  I  do  trust  that 
the  opportunity  of  a  surplus  revenue  will  not  be 
lost  to  give  effect  to  all  the  reforms  in  our 
finance  which  are  important,  and  in  my  opinion 
urgent.  One  is  the  point  which  I  have  referred 
to  in  reference  to  the  mortgaged  landowner — 
in  respect  to  the  graduated  tax  upon  his  land  ; 
and  the  other  is  the  fiscal  reform  required  to 
improve  the  tariff  in  certain  directions,  because 
there  is  no  question  that  our  tariff  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  although  it  may  be  fairly  good  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  revenue,  is  one  which 
is  thoroughly  unscientific  and  inconsistent. 
The  subject  is  much  too  large  to  go  into  upon  the 
present  occasion  ;  it  requires,  indeed,  months 
of  application  to  make  a  careful  investigation 
of  the  subject  with  a  view  to  its  improvement. 
Now,  the  other  point  to  which  I  wish  to  refer  is 
the  total  absence  from  this  Speech  of  all  re- 
ference to  a  subject  which  I  certainly  thought 
would  have  been  brought  forward;  and  I  had 
very  good  reasons  for  thinking  that  it  would 
have  been  brought  forward  at  the  beginning  of 
this  session.  No  reference  whatever  is  made  to 
the  subject  of  the  large  assets  of  the  colony  un- 
der the  control  of  the  Assets  Realisation  Bo8^. 
Now,  I  wish  to  remind  the  Counoil  that  nearly 
half  of  the  period  during  which  the  bonds 
which  were  founded  on  these  assets  are  to  run 
has  expired.  These  assets,  as  we  know,  con- 
sist of  large  areas  of  country,  and  of  stock,  and 
the  bonds  have  reached,  or  very  nearly  reaohed, 
one-half  of  their  period ;  and,  so  far  as  I  can 
make  out,  although  no  doubt  the  Board  has 
been  active  in  realising  pieces  of  ground  in 
different  localities,  and  I  dare  say  has  done 
the  best  they  can  under  the  circumstance,  we 
have  actually  no  more  idea  whatever  of  the 
period  at  which  we  may  reasonably  expect  the 
whole  of  this  vast  transaction  to  be  brought  to 
a  termination  than  we  had  when  we  began.  I 
submit  that  it  ia  right  that  the  Legislature 
should  be  placed  in  possession  of  some  advice 
on  the  subject  of  the  realisation  of  these  assets, 
instead  of  going  on  in  the  way  we  are  withoui 
knowing  anything  about  it  beyond  the  annual 
report.  It  is  perfectly  marvellous,  and  indeed 
absolutely  inexplicable,  that  the  Legislature 
as  a  whole,  and  the  community  at  large,  should 
take  apparently  no  interest  whatever  in  so  laige 
a  subject,  and,  so  far  as  one  can  judge,  be 
absolutely  ignorant  of  the  subject  altogether, 
perhaps  scarcely  aware  even  of  the  existence  of 
the  Board  or  of  anything  in  connection  with  it. 
It  is  my  earnest  hope  that  the  session  will  not 
be  allowed  to  pass  without  some  clear  expo- 
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fiition  of  what  the  views  of  the  Government  are 
in  relation  to  this  subject.  Whether  it  should 
be  done  through  the  medium  of  a  Committee, 
or  whether  it  should  be  simply  a  straight-out 
deliverance  from  the  Government  of  their  views 
on  the  subject,  is  neither  here  nor  there  ;  but, 
as  it  is  now,  things  are  eminently  unsatis- 
factory. I  am  very  much  afraid  the  end  of  it 
will  be  that  we  shall  be  keeping  properties  that 
ought  to  be  realised,  because  they  are  more  or 
less  revenue-producing,  in  order  to  give  a  gene- 
rally better  appearance  to  the  whole.  I  do  not 
accuse  the  Board  of  doing  that — very  far  from 
it;  but  that  is  the  danger,  and  if  that  should 
take  place  I  consider  we  should  be  doing  one  of 
tlic  most  foolish  things  it  is  possible  to  con- 
ceive. I  have  ventured  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  some  subjects  that  I  think  are  of  some  con- 
sequence, and  I  especially  emphasize  two 
poiots— the  one  I  raised  about  the  graduated 
land- tax,  and  the  one  about  the  Assets  Reali- 
sation Board. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON.— Sir,  I  would 
like  to  express  a  word  or  two  of  thanks  to 
honourable  members  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  spoken  of  the  railway  servants  we 
have  in  New  Zealand.  Before  I  occupied  a 
seat  in  this  Chamber  many  of  them  were  my 
mates,  and  I  know  the  remarks  that  have  been 
made  about  them  are  merited,  and  I  desire  to 
thank  members  for  giving  expression  to  them. 
I  also  desire  to  thank  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fraser  for 
the  explanation  he  made,  and  so  removing  the 
impression  that  his  words  certainly  left  on  my 
mind  respecting  the  sobriety  of  our  railway 
seryantB. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
four  o'clock  p.m. 
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ADDRESS  IN  REPLY  :   NO  CONFIDENCE. 

ADJOURNED  DEBATE. 

Mr.  CARROLL  (Acting  Colonial  Secretary). 
->6ir,  we  listened  with  great  pleasure  last  night 
to  the  admirable  speeches  which  were  delivered 
^  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the  Address  in 
fieply.  They  were  speeches  that  were  well 
worth  listening  to.  They  were  speeches  well 
tbongbt  out,  well  connected  in  regard  to  mat- 
ter, and  solid  in  argument ;  so  muoh  so  that 
the  speech  which  followed  them  in  critfoism 
failed  entirely  to  shake  any  of  the  arguments 
tnd  political  points  which  wefSe  put  forward 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House.  Yes,  by 
way  of  contrast  I  must  say  that  I  never 
heard  a  weaker  or  a  more  colourless  speech 
fall  from  the  lips  of  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 


sition than  the  one  we  listened  to  last  night. 
Of  course,  we  cau  sympathize  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman  ;    his    heart  was  not  in    his 
speech  ;  he  had  a  very  difficult  task  to  perform, 
and  he  felt  that  he  was  leading,  as  it  were,  a 
forlorn  hope.    In  any  case,  his  criticism  of  the 
speeches  which  the  two  previous  gentlemen  had 
delivered  was  entirely  without  spirit  and  with- 
out pith,  and,  excepting  a  few  flashes  now  and 
then,  which  showed  the  old  spirit  in  the  man, 
there  was  very  little  in  it  that   rose  above 
mediocrity.     Sir,   what    were    the   points    he 
touched  upon  in  his  effort  to  criticize?     He, 
first  of  all,  said   that   the  Government  party 
had  "  jumped  "  the  claims  of  the  Opposition, 
because  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  there 
is  announced  that  there  would  probably  be  a 
reduction  of  the  duties  upon  the  necessaries  of 
life.     He  claimed  that  ho   had  always  urged 
the  necessity  of  lightening  the  burdens  of  the 
people   by  putting  taxation   on  those  able   to 
bear  it.     Now,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman, 
as    we    know    by    past    history,    has    always 
claimed  to  be  an  advocate  of  one  principle  of 
taxation.    He    has  always   been  a  supporter 
of  the  property-tax  versus  a  land-  and  income- 
tax,  the  property- tax  being  a  tax  that  placed 
the  burden  of  taxation  on  the  shoulders  of 
those  best  able  to  bear  it.    Now,  that  question 
has  been  decided  the  other  way  by  the  people, 
and  it  resulted  in  the  overthrow  of  the  Atkin- 
son Government.    If,  however,  the  honourable 
gentleman   were  true  to   his  principles,    that 
the  burden  of  taxation  should  fall   upon   the 
shoulders  best  able    to   bear  it,   why  did   he 
oppose    the    land-    and   inoome-tax    and    the 
graduated    land-tax?     It  was  proved  conclu- 
sively that  those  holding  land  in  large  areas 
should  be  subjected  to  a  graduated  land-tax, 
as  they  were  better  able  to  bear  the  strain. 
Then,  Sir,  he  questioned  the  present  prosperity 
of   the   colony.     Why,   the   whole   country    is 
unanimous    in  acknowledging   the  prosperity 
which   exists  at  the  present  time.     We  have 
only  to  take  the  opinions  of  those  who  have 
visited  the  colony  from  other  parts,  and  they 
all    agree    that    New    Zealand,   as   compared 
with  other  colonies,  is  in  a  marvellously  pro- 
sperous condition.      Why,  even  the  honourable 
member  for  Ricoarton,  Mr  RoUeston,  in  one  of 
his  addresses,  acknowledged  and  admitted  the 
fact.     It  has  never  been  questioned  seriously 
by  any  one.     Sir,   this  prosperity  may  be  ao- 
oounted  for  in  various  ways.     We  do  not  say 
that  the  administration — the  virtuous  adminis- 
tration—  of  the  present  party  has  had  all  to 
do  with  it,  or  that  we  take  any  oredit  whatever 
for  the  present  happy  condition  of  afifairs ;  but 
we  have   ever   been   zealous  in   so  acting    in 
regard  to  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
this  colony  that  we  are  sure  that  it  has  helped 
in  some  degree  or  another  towards  bringing 
about  what  we  are  now  enjoying.     Then,  Sir, 
the  honourable  gentleman  touched  on  another 
matter.     He  said,  in  dealing  generally  with  the 
condition  of  the  people,  that  *'  when  we  are  pro- 
sperous we  all  prosper,  and  that  when  we  su£fer 
we  all  suffer  alike."   Sir,  that  is  not  so ;  at  lease, 
I  hold  it  is  not  so.    The  aim  of  our  politics  in 
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this  modem  age  has  been  to  bo  distribute  the 
wealth  throughout  the  community — to  diffuse 
it  in  suoh  a  way — that  the  greatest  and  best 
results  can  accrue.  Now,  why  such  efforts, 
unless  there  has  been  too  much  concentration 
of  wealth  and  property  in  the  hands  of  the 
few  ?  We  know  well  that  any  concentration  of 
wealth  or  any  concentration  of  property  does 
not  mean  nadonal  wealth.  It  is  no  benefit 
to  the  people  as  a  nation ;  but  the  more  you 
diffuse  wealth,  the  more  you  diffuse  property 
throughout  the  entire  community,  the  more 
general  will  be  the  benefits  arising  therefrom. 
Then  you  will  have  true  national  wealth.  One 
has  only  to  look  back  to  history  to  find  evi- 
dences of  the  fall  of  nations  from  the  concen- 
tration of  wealth  and  property.  Take  Rome, 
for  instance ;  she  fell  in  her  unparalleled  splen- 
dour because  in  the  time  of  need  her  people, 
her  millions,  were  in  a  state  of  abject  slavery, 
all  her  wealth  and  property  had  become  oon- 
oentrated  in  the  hands  of  a  few.  And  so  it  has 
been  with  other  countries. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Oh ! 

Mr.  GAKROLL. — The  honourable  gentleman 
does  not  evidently 

Mr.   TAYLOR. — Power  was  monopolised — 
not  wealth. 

Mr.  CARROLL. — Yes,  wealth  was  monopo- 
lized. It  was  monopoly  that  brought  about  the 
downfall  of  Rome,  and  which  also  brought 
about  the  downfall  of  Spain,  although  its  Trea- 
sury chest  was  gorged  time  after  time  with  the 
wealth  drawn  from  new  countries.  There  are 
many  instances  where  you  can  trace  tho  down- 
fall of  nations  to  that  one  cause.  But,  Sir,  in 
a  young  country  like  this,  while  we  are  building 
it  up,  and  while  we  are  building  ourselves  into 
a  nation,  we  are  profiting  by  the  mistakes  which 
have  occurred  in  the  older  world,  and  it  behoves 
us  to  see  that  the  errors  from  which  others 
have  suffered  shall  not  creep  in  at  our  doors. 
It  is  the  true  duty  and  function  of  the  politician 
and  the  reformer  to  take  cognisance  of  the 
times — to  see  what  the  developments  are,  and 
what  are  the  requirements  of  the  people  as  new 
oonditions  arise,  and  shape  the  destiny  of  the 
country  accordingly.  And  I  hold.  Sir,  we  are 
trying  to  do  our  best  in  that  direction,  notwith- 
standing the  adverse  criticism  of  the  other  fcide. 
But,  whatever  efforts  we  make  in  the  direction  of 
advance  and  progress,  we  are  always  assailed 
by  the  other  side  in  a  carping  way,  and  we 
never  get  anything  substituted  by  them  as 
better  or  more  likely  to  produce  good.  That  is 
so  ;  even  in  their  recent  campaign  through  the 
country  the  Opposition  have  declared  over  and 
over  again  that  they  had  no  policy  to  unfold  to 
the  people.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition  was 
emphatic  in  that. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— No. 

Mr.  CARROLL. — Yes ;  and,  unless  he  has 
been  misreported  by  the  various  papers,  it 
appeared  to  me  that  he  laid  special  emphasis 
on  the  fact  that  the  Opposition  had  no  policy 
to  disclose,  but  they  had  something  up  their 
sleeve  which  they  were  not  going  to  show  the 
people  until  the  proper  time  came.  Now,  the 
meaning  of  that  is  this :  that  they  were  asking 
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the  people  to  take  them  on  trust ;  they  were 
asking  the  people  to  appoint  them  as  trustees 
without   showing   any    credentials    whatever. 
They  were  saying  to  the  people,  **You  place  us  in 
the  position  of  trustees — as  custodians  of  your  in- 
terests, and  when  we  are  in  that  position  we  will 
show  you  what  good  we  can  do;  but  in  tlie 
meantime  let  us  all  join  together  in  one  thing, 
and  that  is,  we  must  remove  Seddon."    Now, 
the  greatest  compliment  ever  paid  to  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier,  I  hold,  is  the  fact  that  the 
whole  artillery,  the  whole  force  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, has  been  directed  during  the  whole  of 
the  recess — during  the  whole  of  the  Parliament 
—against  one  man.    They  say,  **  Remove  one 
man  —  remove  Seddon  —  and   then  we    shall 
have  a  show  of  getting  on  to  the  Treasury 
benches."    Well,  if  there  is  only  one  man  iu 
the  way  it  does  not  say  very  much  for  the 
combined  intellect  of  the  Opposition.     But,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  is  a  great  tribute  to  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  at    the  head  of 
the  present  Administration  to  feel  that  he  is 
assailed  and  singled  out  in  the  manner  he  is. 
The  Opposition  say  it  is  a  '*  one  man  "  Govern- 
ment.   They  can  say   what   they  like.     The 
Premier  is  the  head  of  the  Gk>vernment ;   he  is 
the  leader  of  the  party ;  and,  consequently,  on 
behalf  of  the  party  and  his  colleagues  he  is  the 
responsible  head  of  the  Administration.      But 
at  the  same  time  I  venture  to  tell  the  House 
and  the  country  that  no  single  step  of  any  greac 
moment  is  ever  undertaken  by  the  Government 
without  due  consultation  with  his  colleagues  — 
without  a  decision  in  the  Cabinet.     He  may 
overpower  in  argument,  as  he  himself  may  be 
overpowered.    The  majority  rule.    Now,  in  the 
case  of  the  other  side  it  is  not  so  very  long  ago 
that  the  late  Sir  Harry  Atkinson's  Adminis- 
tration was  described  as  a  "  one-man  "  Govern- 
ment.   He  was  a  man  with  an  iron  will  and 
with  an  iron  boot,  and  when  he  put  on  his 
hobnailed  boots  the  others  dare  not  say  a  word. 
His  will  was  law,  and  whatever  he  conceived 
had  to  be  carried  out.     Sir  Harry  Atkinbon 
was,  I  reckon,  one  of  the  biggest  Radicals  that 
ever  lived — one  of  the  master  minds  of  this 
country.     When  he  passed  out  from  the  leader- 
ship of  his  party  what  happened?    The  party 
did  not  trust  one  of  his  colleagues  with  the 
leadership.       Not    one    of    his     colleagues — 
not  even  the    present  leader  of  the   Opposi- 
tion— was  then  intrusted  with  the  leadership 
of  the  party,  but  it  was  handed  over — it  was 
transferred  to  another  gentleman  who  had  re- 
cently been  elected.    That,  Sir,  goes  to  show 
that,  BO  far  as  that  time  and  the  Conservative 
party  was  concerned,   they  were  led  by  one 
man  in  contreist  with  whom  they    were  very 
ordinary  indeed  —  absolutely    helpless.      Bui 
that  is  not  so  with  the  present  party  in  power. 
A   happier  family  it  is  not  possible  to    get. 
And    the    harmony    which    has    existed    and 
reigned   in  the  present  Administration  during 
its  long  term  ot  office  is  unparalleled.    Now^ 
Sir,  there  was  an  entire  absence  of  any  indica- 
tion of  a  policy  in  the  remarks  of  the  honour- 
able leader  of  the  Opposition  last  night.    None 
whatever.     He  touched  on  a  few  stale  points 
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which  had  been  threshed  out  over  and  over 
a^n,  and  ^hich  by  this  time  have  become 
quite  nauseous.  He  took  exception  to  the 
uaertion  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Millar),  that  the  labour 
legislation  introduced  by  the  Conservative  party 
was  like  a  lighthouse  without  any  light  in  it. 

Q  Q  I  doubt  very  much  whether  any  labour 
'  legislation  was  passed  by  that  party  at 
all ;  I  do  not  think  there  was  any.  Certainly 
they  introduced  several  Bills  and  kept  them 
dangling  in  front  of  the  people  and  in  front  of 
the  House,  never  intending  to  pass  them,  but  I 
do  not  believe  they  passed  a  single  labour  law 
at  all.  Any  way,  1  challenge  them  to  point 
out  one,  or  refer  me  to  one.  The  first  who 
introduced  labour  legislation  or  labour  Bills 
was,  I  think,  Sir  George  Qrey,  and  also  Mr. 
Bradshaw.  But  the  labour  laws  on  the  statute- 
book  now  should  be  credited  to  the  Liberal 
party;  there  is  no  getting  away  from  that. 
And  aithough  there  are  mistakes  and  defects 
in  some  of  these  labour  laws,  still  the  aim  and 
object  of  them,  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
the  people,  has  proved  satisfactory  in  results. 
The  other  side  have  declared  to  the  country 
that  they  will  not  move  one  step  towards  their 
repeal.  In  fact,  with  regard  to  all  our  advanced 
legislation — they  call  it  experimental  at  the 
present  moment ;  but  it  has  passed  the  age  of 
experimentalism  —  they  declare  they  will  not 
disturb  anything  already  on  the  statute-book, 
but  they  will  try  and  amend  and  make  them 
more  workable  £ind  better  in  their  operation. 
This  is  the  promise  they  give  ;  but  when  people 
are  not  in  synnpathy  with  certain  meaRures, 
when  they  are  not  in  sympathy  with  certain 
principles,  and  they  undertake  the  protector- 
ship and  the  management  of  them,  how  can 
you  expect  them  to  admini.ster  the  same  in  a 
way  that  would  be  to  the  greatest  advantage  or 
ihe  greatest  good  ?  How  are  we  to  know  but 
that  they  will  undo  such  legislation  by  making 
their  operation  as  bad  as  possible,  so  as  to  give 
cause  to  clamour  for  their  repeal?  It  is  junt 
pofsible ;  any  way,  it  is  within  the  possibilities 
of  human  nature  as  we  find  it  developed  in  the 
Opposition.  Then,  Sir,  we  come  to  the  Old-age 
Pensions  Act.  This  is  another  subject  which 
has  created  considerable  discussion  in  the 
country.  We  know  very  well  how  strenuously 
dtat  was  resisted  at  all  its  stages  through  this 
House.  Do  we  not  remember  the  many  devices 
resorted  to  io  stop  the  passage  of  that  Bill ?  One 
I  remember  was  this :  Somebody  moved  a  clause 
that  provision  might  be  made  for  pensions  to 
be  granted  to  jockey-boys,  and  a  whole  night 
was  wasted  trying  to  get  that  put  in. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Who  was  it  ? 

Mr.  CARBOLiIj. — It  was  some  one  on  the 
other  side  who  moved  it,  and  it  was  sup- 
ported by  their  whole  strength.  And  yet  to 
go  about  the  country  and  tell  the  people  that 
^eywere  genuine  in  their  efforts  to  improve 
that  Bill,  that  they  were  genuine  in  their  at- 
tempts to  put  on  the  statute-book  something 
that  wonld  do  justice  to  the  aged,  and  at  the 
>Mne  time  to  delay  us  many  hours  and  waste 
the  time  of  the  country  in  trying  to  kill  the 


Bill  by  getting  a  provision  inserted  therein  for 
the  relief  of  jockey-boys.  Sir,  is  too  farcical. 
I  must  say  this  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion :  There  is  one  strong  virtue  he  possesses 
when  true  to  himself,  and  that  is  consistency. 
He  has  declared  time  after  time  that  his 
politics  are  the  same  as  when  he  first  took  the 
public  platform,  and  I  quite  believe  it.  He  is 
the  same  now  as  he  was  a  quarter  of  a  century 
ago.  His  political  principles  are  the  same. 
He  has  been  insensible  to  the  changes  which 
have  taken  place.  His  theory  is  that  pensions 
should  be  given  on  the  contributory  system. 
That  is  his  panacea — his  solution  of  the  ques- 
tion. But  I  was  looking  in  the  Bulletin  the 
other  day,  which  has  a  great  regard  for  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  his  principles.  It 
draws  attention  to  the  difference  in  working 
out  between  the  voluntary  contributory  system 
and  the  compulsory  system  through  taxation. 
First  of  all,  if  you  are  to  start  and  say  that 
every  man  twenty  years  of  age  is  to  put  in 
6d.  a  week  for  twenty  years,  and  he  will 
have  enough  to  provide  him  with  a  pension  of 
£20  per  annum  when  he  reaches  the  age  of 
sixty-five,  that  practically  means  putting  off 
the  old-age  pensions  question  for  another 
forty-five  years  or  so.  That  is  one  way  of 
shelving  this  great  problem,  for  which  they 
profess  so  much  sympathy.  By  that  system, 
as  announced  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion—  the  contributory  system  —  if  every  one 
of  twenty  years  of  age  started  now  by  each  one 
paying  61.  a  week  until  they  are  sixty-five, 
it  means  putting  off  the  solution  of  the  old-age 
pensions  question  for  another  forty-five  years. 
What  about  your  aged  people  in  the  meantime  ? 
And  then,  again,  there  is  this  other  phase  of  the 
question  :  Supposing  contributors  do  not  pay 
up  with  mathematical  regularity ;  and  how 
manv  out  of  a  thousand  will  pay  that  6d. 
regularly  for  forty- five  years?  And  then  look 
at  the  cost  of  collecting  the  6(?.  Not  only  is 
there  the  cost  of  collecting  the  6i.,  but  look 
at  the  expensive  system  of  book  keeping  you 
would  require  to  take  note  of  every  6d.  paid ; 
and  when  a  man  ceased  to  pay,  or  died,  all 
payments  have  to  go  back  to  his  relatives. 
Look  at  the  fuss  and  trouble  it  will  entaiL 
You  have  to  keep  a  strict  and  elaborate  account 
for  forty-five  years  in  each  case ;  and  yet  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  says,  according  to 
his  system  a  man  will  be  entitled  in  forty-five 
years  to  £20  of  a  pension,  by  6d.  a  week 
contributions. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  leader  of  the  Op- 
position never  said  anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  CARROLL.— Well,  that  is  how  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  reported  —  any  man 
by  paying  6d.  a  week  from  the  time  he  is 
twenty  years  old  would  be  entitled  to  £20  a 
year  when  sixty-five  years  of  age.  Is  that 
not  so?  If  I  am  misquoting  the  honourable 
gentleman 

Mr.  PIRANI.— That  is  Mr.  Carncross. 

Mr.  CARNCROSS.— No,  no  ;  it  is  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition;  and  they  were  not  to  get 
the  shillings  back  either. 

Mr.  Carroll.— However,  I  just  want  to 
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point  out  tlilR:  that  the  compulsory  payment 
through  taxation  is  the  simplest,  and  the  other 
is  absurd.  Now,  Sir,  another  matter  touched 
on  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  He  quite 
agreed  with  the  honourable  member  for  Mana- 
watu  in  regard  to  the  Native  land  question.  I 
beg  to  differ  from  both  of  ihem.  I  may  admit, 
though,  that  at  one  time  I  held  similar  views. 
I  was  in  favour  of  individualisation.  I  was  in 
favour  of  free-trade,  on  high  principles ;  but 
experience  has  shown  me  that  so  far  as  the 
interests  of  the  Natives  and  of  the  Europeans 
are  concerned,  it  was  the  most  disastrous  sys- 
tem that  was  ever  in  vogue.  I  became  con- 
vinced of  this  by  actual  experience,  because 
no  district  in  the  colony  has  had  so  much  to 
do  with  Native  land  transcustions  as  the  East 
Coast,  and  honourable  members  are  aware  that 
Parliament  has  been  asked  time  after  time  to 
pass  validating  Ic-gislation  to  enable  titles  to 
be  completed.  Under  that  free-trade  system 
and  individualisation  it  was  impossible  to  get 
a  complete  title  to  land.  Very  often  you  had 
to  buy  from  hundreds  of  owners  in  the  one 
block.  You  had  to  employ  agents,  and  in- 
terpreters, and  lawyers.  You  had  to  wait 
for  sittings  of  the  Native  Land  Court,  so  as  to 
enable  you  to  get  a  subdivision,  or  to  get  a  cer- 
tificate of  some  kind  or  other.  This  went  on 
for  years,  and  you  were  being  bled  all  the  time, 
and  after  many  years,  when  you  thought  you 
were  near  completion,  you  found  all  your 
money  gone,  and  30U  were  landed  in  the 
Bankruptcy  Court.  Ruin  stared  you  in  the 
face,  and  then  it  required  aapecial  law  to  give 
you  an  indefeasible  title.  On  the  East  Coast 
it  ruined  many  men,  and  it  certainly  never 
benefited  a  single  Maori.  Individualisation  is 
all  very  well  where  there  in  an  acte  or  two  in 
a  city  like  Wellington,  or  near  a  centre.  The 
land  then  can  afford  to  be  cut  into  small  sec- 
tions, because  the  value  of  it  will  pay  for  the 
cost  of  individualisation.  If  you  .take  land  at 
the  Hutt,  or  the  Wairarapa,  or  on  the  Hawke's 
Bay  plains,  land  of  that  character  and  of  that 
value  will  stand  individualisation  ;  but  all  that 
good  land  has  gone  long  ago.  Show  me  any 
good  land  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Maoris  now, 
bar  a  few  reserves  made  for  them. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Nonsense. 

Mr.  CARROLL.— Where  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Up  north. 

Mr.  CARROLL.  —How  much  ?  I  never 
heard  there  was  a  superabundance  of  good  land 
in  the  north — agricultural  land,  at  all  events 
— remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Maoris.  But 
if  we  say  there  is  an  exception,  and  that  there 
is  good  land  in  the  north,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  says,  let  that  be  individualised  if  it 
can  stand  it  and  it  is  the  best  thing  to  do. 
But  I  speak  of  tribal  lands,  hapu  lands,  the 
waste  lands  of  the  Maori  people,  and  I  say  they 
will  not,  from  their  character,  stand  individuali- 
sation. The  mere  matter  of  surveying  and 
cutting  them  up  will  eat  up  the  whole  value. 
It  is  all  very  well  for  people  to  talk  about  this 
bogey  of  great  Maori  landlords.  I  never  heard 
Kuoh  an  absurd  argument  in  my  life.  Why 
should  there  not  be  Maori  landlords  as  well  as 
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European  landlords?  In  the  old  days,  when 
the  early  settlers  came  here,  they  had  to 
depend  on  Maori  landlords.  Many  of  our 
wealthiest  men  in  the  colony,  had  they  not 
been  befriended  by  the  old  chiefs — their  own 
Native  landlords— would  not  be  in  the  position 
they  occupy  at  the  present  time.  Whenever 
the  chiefs  said  they  would  give,  they  gave ; 
and  many  of  the  rich  estates  of  the  pre- 
sent day  were  given  purely  on  the  promises 
of  the  old  chiefs  in  the  old  days  to  their 
European  friends.  Why  should  not  the  Maoris 
be  landlords  like  others  ?  But  that  is  not  the 
point.  The  point  is  this :  What  is  the  best 
way  by  which  we  can  get  the  greatest  good  out 
of  the  lands  now  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Natives — the  greatest  good  not  only  for  the 
owners,  but  for  settlement  and  the  country 
generally.  They  have  not  got  the  money  to 
cut  up  the  lands  themselves,  nor  have  they 
the  experience  and  knowledge  to  administer 
them  in  the  interests  of  themselves  and  the 
country.  They  require  help.  If  you  just  say : 
Let  them  individualise,  give  them  facilities 
for  Native  Land  Courts,  let  them  employ 
surveyors,  let  them  cut  up,  let  each  owner 
have  his  Crown  grant,  and  so  on,  you 
will  hang  up  the  settlement  of  the  Native- 
land  question  for  years  and  years.  Personally 
I  am  fast  coming  to  this  idea :  that  the  tribal 
lands — the  hapu  lands — should  be  vested  in 
some  Board,  giving  the  Maori  and  the  Govern- 
ment reprepentation  on  that  Board,  and  that 
that  Board  should  undertake  the  cutting -up 
and  settlement  of  those  lands,  just  as  our  Land 
Boards  do  in  regard  to  Crown  lands.  I  believe 
that  is  the  best  way.  Of  course,  there  will  be 
sentimental  objections  to  such  a  course  by  the 
Natives.  No  doubt  of  it ;  but  in  the  end  I 
believe  it  will  be  the  best  possible  course  for 
them,  as  it  will  save  a  lot  of  trouble  and 
expense,  and  you  would  get  the  lands  more 
readily  occupied.  While  I  am  on  this  subject 
I  would  say  this:  If  members  hesitate  to 
accept  the  results  of  some  such  scheme,  I 
would,  at  any  rate,  ask  that  some  such  scheme 
should  be  adopted  for  the  Native  lands  on  the 
East  Coast.  All  the  Natives  and  Europeans 
on  the  East  Coast  are  willing  that  some  suoh 
legislation  should  be  given  a  trial  there. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— So  long  as  we  do  away 
with  the  trustees. 

Mr.  CARROLL.— Yes,  do  away  with  the 
trustees  if  you  like,  only  give  us  something 
better.  I  have  sent  in  my  resignation  as  one, 
at  any  rate,  and  I  am  sorry  that  I  ever  had 
anything  to  do  with  it,  as  I  have  suffered  in 
trying  for  the  general  good.  The  people  there 
are  quite  willing  to  give  it  a  test,  and,  if  the 
House  and  the  country  concur,  let  the  larger 
question  be  hung  up  until  we  have  seen  what 
the  results  may  be  on  the  East  Coast. 
That  is  a  fair  proposition,  and,  I  think,  a 
proposition  the  House  ought  to  a.gree  to. 
Now  we  come  to  the  all-important  motion,  the 
so-called  Marine  scandal.  I  thought  that  we 
would  have  had  some  scruple  in  dealing  with 
this  question  in  detail,  as  it  has  been  referred 
to  a  Commission.    I  thought  the  House  would 
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have  exhibited  some  ref^ard  for  the  Gommis- 
flion,  and  have  allowed  the  matter  to  remain 
and  be  dealt  with  by  that  tribaDal.  I  cannot 
anderstand  why  a  parliamentary  Committee 
should  be  set  up  to  inquire  into  this  question, 
beeaase,  if  you  take  all  precedents  in  this 
Hoase  affecting  the  oharacter  and  honour  of 
members  of  Parliament,  the  argimient  has 
always  been  advanced  that  it  was  of  no  use 
remitting  such  questions  to  parliamentary 
Committees,  because  you  cannot  free  such 
Committees  from  party  bias.  Whenever  the 
Government  have  proposed  a  Committee  in 
the  past  it  was  objected  to,  on  the  ground 
that  the  Government  would  be  in  a  majority 
on  the  Committee,  and  they  would  give  their 
own  judgment.  How  can  it  be  different  now  ? 
Can  members  go  into  this  question  calmly 
and  equitably,  without  importing  any  party 
bias  into  it?  Certainly  not.  Supposing  we 
had  come  down  to  the  House  and  proposed  to 
Eet  up  a  parliamentary  Committee,  would 
honourable  members  opposite  have  agreed  to 
dt  on  that  Committee?  I  do  not  think  they 
would.  They  have  been  discussing  this  ques- 
tion on  the  hustings.  How  can  you  get  an 
independent  Committee?  It  was  only  last 
year  that  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
expressed  himself  in  this  way  upon  the  Bun 
Tucit  question  : — 

"  But  he  should  decline  to  go  before  a 
political  Committee  on  a  trial  of  issues  affect- 
ing the  very  existence  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman.  Supposing  that  the  Committee 
were  to  bring  down  an  adverse  report,  the 
Premier  would  have  to  resign.  Consequently, 
the  fate  of  the  Government  was  upon  the  de- 
cision of  that  Committee,  and  would  any  one 
suppose  for  a  moment  that  such  a  Committee 
was  going  to  censure  the  Premier  and  oust  the 
Government." 

In  1890  Sir  John  Hall  expressed  disapproval 
of  a  parliamentary  Committee  which  was  in- 
quiring into  charges  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea  at  the  time.  Then  the 
honourable  member  for  Palmerston  expressed 
himself  in  this  way : — 

"  And  it  is  a  great  pity  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tioe  did  not  admit  there  was  a  necessity  for  an 
inquiry  before  some  other  tribunal  than  the 
House,  and  did  not  offer  to  set  up  some  Com- 
misaion  of  inquiry  to  settle  a  good  many  charges 
made  against  the  department." 

Mr.  PIRANI. — Hear,  hear;  but  not  against 
Ministers. 

Mr.  CARROLL. — Then  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christohurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  demanded 
a  Royal  Commission  right  off  to  inquire  into 
police  matters.  He  never  asked  for  a  parlia- 
mentary Committee.  Every  one  will  agree  that 
Committees  are  purely  parcy.  You  cannot  free 
them  from  party  feeling.  Let  us  look  into  the 
Marine  business.  What  is  it,  after  all  ?  The 
Go?ernment  have  done  everything  in  their 
power  to  see  the  true  ins  and  outs  of  this 
matter,  and  to  do  what  was  right.  The  Oppo- 
sition said  Ministers  did  not  dare  to  go  before 
the  Supreme  Court.  But  Ministers  started  an 
action  in  the  Supreme  Court,   and  they  ap- 


peared and  gave  evidence.  Yet  those  honour- 
able members  will  insist  that  there  is  something 
in  this  so-called  Marine  scandal.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Millar)  was 
quite  right  when  he  said  that  after  the  whole 
thing  is  threshed  out  we  shall  find  there  is 
nothing  in  it  at  all.  I  will  just  read  one  or 
two  extracts  from  Captain  Alhnan's  statement. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — Give  us  the  whole  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  CARROLL.— Time  will  not  permit  me 
to  do  that.     Captain  All  man  says,— 

"  Soon  after  this  Jones  put  in  his  papers,  and 
was  told  by  Captain  Edwin  to  come  up  next 
morning.  A  little  after  9  a.m.  next  day  I  made 
out  the  necessary  examination-papers  in  the 
examination-room.  Captain  Edwin  came  in 
soon  afterwards,  and  Jones  arrived  at  10  a.m., 
the  appointed  time.  Both  Captain  Edwin  and 
I  conducted  the  sight  tests,  after  which  Jones 
took  his  seat,  and  we  gavo  him  his  Exn., 
9e.,  papers  to  work.  I  took  my  seat  at 
another  table,  and  Captain  Edwin  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  room  when  Jones  gave  me 
over  an  envelope — whether  it  was  open  or  not 
I  cannot  remember.  The  envelope  contained 
examination-papers.  I  showed  them  to  Captain 
Edwin,  and  he  said,  *  Destroy  them.'  I  was 
destroying  them,  and  had  destroyed  part  of 
them,  when  Captain  Edwin  left  the  room  in 
a  hurry.  Just  at  that  moment  Jones  inter- 
posed, and  said,  '  For  God's  sake,  captain, 
don't  destroy  them  !  I  did  them  myself,  so 
help  my  God ! '  He  pleaded  and  pleaded 
about  losing  his  billet,  his  wife  and  family, 
and  other  things,  and  in  a  weak  moment 
I  gave  way.  ...  I  regret  very  much 
that  I  was  not  outspoken  or  candid  enough 
to  tell  you  (when  you  asked)  the  whole  truth — 
that  I  had  only  destroyed  part  of  the  papers. 
This  brings  my  narrative  down  to 
about  the  middle  and  towards  the  end  of  1897, 
at  the  time  when  Captain  Giff^rd  started 
in  business  in  opposition  to  Captain  Von 
Schoen.  Several  candidates  failed  during  the 
above-mentioned  period ;  where  or  what  school 
they  came  from  I  did  not  know.  Shortly 
afterwards  Captain  Von  Schoen  met  me  in  the 
street  in  a  very  friendly  way,  and  asked  me  to 
let  his  men  pass  in  preference  to  the  other 
teacher's  men.  I  told  him  all  the  men  were 
treated  with  every  consideration,  and  that  no 
one  (he  being  their  teacher)  knew  it  better  than 
he  did.  Tnen  he  made  an  allusion  to  make  it 
worth  my  while  to  pass  his  men.  I  told  him 
he  had  said  enough,  that  I  would  not  do  such 
a  thing  if  he  gave  me  the  whole  of  New  Zea- 
land." 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke*sBay). 
— At  this  point,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  think 
it  is  my  duty  to  raise  a  point  ot  order.  It  is  a 
decision  of  the  Speaker  that  neither  a  Minister 
nor  other  member  may  quote  from  a  paper  un- 
less he  is  prepared  to  lay  it  on  the  table  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. —-Probably  the  Colonial 
Secretary  is  about  to  comply  with  that  de- 
cision. 

Mr.  CARROLL.— I  will  lay  it  on  the  table.    . 
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Captain  KUSSELL.  —  Not  certain  extraots, 
but  the  whole  paper. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— He  is  only  called  upon  to 
lay  OD  the  table  the  paper  which  he  is  quoting 
from. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  —  Surely,  Sir,  this  is 
perfectly  clear  :  "  Neither  Minister  nor  other 
member  should  quote  from  a  paper  unless  he  is 
prepared  to  lay  it  on  the  table."  That  surely 
does  not  mean  only  the  extracts. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Minister  is  only  liable 
to  be  called  on  to  lay  what  he  is  reading  on  the 
table.  How  could  J  call  on  him  to  lay  on  the 
table  papers  which  he  may  not  have  with  him  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL.— I  will  continue  :  "  Since 
that  time  I  have  endeavoured  to  avoid  him 
as  much  as  poBsible,  but  one  day,  just  prior 
to  the  opening  of  Parliament,  we  mot.  He 
asked  me  if  his  men  (who  were  then  under 
examination)  would  pass.  I  said,  *  Yes,  if 
they  did  their  work.'  His  reply  to  this  was, 
*  If  they  do  not  pass  I  will  see  Pirani  about 
it ;  he  has  his  knife  into  the  Government.' " 
There  must  be  some  colour  for  thip,  because  I 
remember  at  the  time  the  question  as  to  who 
first  brought  the  charge— whether  it  was  the 
senior  mpmber  for  Wellington  City  or  the 
honourable  member  for  Palmerston  —  was  in 
dispute.  Now,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
last  night  made  reference  to  some  paper  or 
other  which  he  thought  Captain  AUman  had 
yet  to  give,  or  some  statement,  and  I  conse- 
quently thought  it  only  fair  to  him  and  to  the 
House  to  read,  at  any  rate,  these  extracts  from 
one  statement  that  Captain  Allman  made. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Did  he  make  another  ? 

^Ir.  CARROLL. — No;  but  I  understood  from 
the  leader  of  tbe  Opposition  last  night  that 
there  was  a  possibility  of  Captain  Aliman 
making  another  statement. 

An  Hon.  Member. — You  think  he  has  some- 
thing else  to  tell  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL.— Very  possibly ;  but  this  is 
his  statement  already  made. 

An  Hon.  Member. — You  have  got  another 
too. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  suppress  these  too 
frequent  interruptions. 

Mr.  CARROLL.— But,  after  all,  do  the  Op- 
position allege  that  there  was  any  object  in 
the  Government  conniving  at,  and  being  a 
party  to,  an  elaborate  and  intricate  scheme 
of  fraud?  Is  this  what  we  are  asked  to 
believe  ?  Is  this  really  their  impression  ?  I 
do  not  think  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
believes  it  in  his  heart ;  I  am  certain  he 
does  not.  This  scandal  has  been  raised  for  a 
certain  purpose,  and  a  certain  purpose  only. 
What  object  could  we  have  in  giving  this  man 
a  certificate?  Who  is  Captain  Jones?  What 
is  he  to  the  party  ?  What  political  power 
could  he  bring?  Where  was  the  motive  for 
any  corruption  ? 

An  Hon.  Member. — Ask  the  Premier. 

Mr.  CARROLL.— The  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion has  never  alleged  any  motive.  Take  the 
employers  of  Captain  Jones :  they  are  all  op- 
ponents of  the  Government.  You  must  find 
some  motive. 


An  Hon.  Member. — Tell  us  about  the  ladies 
in  it — who  waited  on  the  Premier. 

Mr.  CARROLL. — You  want  to  take  me  oat 
of  my  field  of  argument  into  unknown  regions. 
I  cannot  follow  you  there.  But  there  is  no 
motive  whatever,  I  contend — absolutely  none — 
and  the  Opposition  do  not  pretend  there  is. 
But  this  matter  will  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  House  for  a  month  or  six  weeks :  it  will 
have  the  efiect  of  stopping  any  business  being 
done  till  some  time  in  October,  when  the  Oppo- 
sition will  say  we  had  better  close  up  Parlia- 
ment and  get  back  to  our  homes.  That  is  the 
whole  purpose  and  object  of  this  move.  It  has 
no  effect  on  the  mindn  of  the  public,  who  know 
exactly  the  true  position.  They  do  not  think 
anything  of  the  charges;  they  have  already 
exonerated  the  Gk)vernment  everywhere. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Then,  what  is  the  good 
of  the  Commission  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL.— To  satisfy  this  noisy  cry 
on  the  part  of  the  Opposition  for  an  inquizy. 
I  hope  their  purpose  will  be  served — that  they 
will  see  as  a  result  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  charges,  and  that  their  true  object  will  be 
frustrated.  I  hope  this  debate  will  last  a  very 
short  time,  and  will  be  brought  to  a  speedy 
termination,  and  that  we  shall  get  on  with  the 
business  of  the  country.  There  was  one  charge 
made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  last  night 
about  the  Assets  Board,  and  a  reduction  of 
50  per  cent  in  the  wages  of  the  station-hands. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— 25  per  cent. 

Mr.  CARROLL.— 25  to  60  per  cent.  Here  is 
a  letter  in  answer  to  that : — 

"  The  Assets  Realisation  Beard, 

Wellington,  28th  June,  1899. 

"  Dear  Sir, — Station  Employes'  Wages  :  In 
answer  to  your  inquiries  relating  to  a  state- 
ment that  the  Assets  Board  had  reduced  the 
wages  of  its  station  employes  80  per  cent.,  I 
have  to  say  that  there  is  absolutely  no  founda- 
tion for  such  a  statement.  The  Board  has 
given  nq  such  instructions,  or,  in  fact,  any 
other,  in  relation  to  the  wages  of  station  em- 
ployes, nor  have  the  wages  of  the  class  of  hands 
we  require  for  our  work  been  so  reduced  during 
the  Board's  term  of  office. — Yours,  &o., 

"Walter  G.  Foster, 

"  General  Manager. 

'*  Right  Hon.  R.  J.  Seddon,  Wellington." 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Will  you  tell  us  what 
the  wages  are  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Your  charge  was  that  we 
reduced  them :  there  is  the  answer. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Can  the  Minister  tell 
us  what  the  wages  are  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL. — I  cannot  give  you  details  at 
present,  but  they  are  not  reduced. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  say  they  have  been. 

Mr.  CARROLL.— The  honourable  gentleman 
made  the  statement  last  night 

Captain  RUSSELL.— And  I  reiterate  it. 

Mr.  CARROLL. And  here  is  the  answer. 

The  honourable  gentleman  did  not  go  into 
particulars  last  night,  and  the  answer  does  not 
go  into  details.  One  is  as  fair  as  the  other. 
One  is  a  deliberate  statement,  and  this  is  a 
deliberate  answer.    I  will  now  conclude 
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Captain  RUSSELL.— Will  you  lay  the  paper 
you  quoted  from  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL. — Yes;  I  always  keep  my 
word  in  that  respect.  I  hope  I  have  not 
wearied  the  House.  I  have  only  five  minutes 
left,  and  I  will  give  my  honourable  friend  op- 
posite the  benefit  of  it.  I  conolude  by  laying 
the  paper  I  quoted  from  on  the  table. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  should  like  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  rule  defioiteiy  on  this  subject.  The 
document  laid  on  the  table  by  the  Colonial 
Secretaiy  is  headed  *'  Extracts  from  Oaptain 
Allman's  Statement."  I  contend  that  the 
ruling  of  the  Speaker  on  this  matter,  that 
"Neither  Minister  nor  other  member  should 
quote  from  a  paper  unless  he  is  prepared  to  lay 
it  on  the  table,"  does  not  mean  that  any 
Minister  or  other  member  may  pick  out  cer- 
tain extracts  from  a  paper  and  have  them  type- 
written, and  have  them  laid  on  the  table, 
because  he  may  give  certain  sentences  and 
leave  the  context  out,  which  might  give  an 
entirely  different  meaning  to  that  conveyed  by 
the  paper  in  its  entirety.  These  are  merely 
extracts,  and  not  the  paper  from  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  proceeded  to  read. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  have  already  decided 
that  the  rule  has  been  complied  with  by  laying 
on  the  table  what  was  read. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— By  laying  on  the  table 
extracts,  and  not  the  whole  paper  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes  ;  I  presume  the 
Colonial  Secretary  has  laid  on  the  table  the 
whole  of  the  papers  he  read. 

Mr.  G,  HUTCHISON  (Patea).— Mr.  Speaker, 
before  referring  to  matters  of  a  controversial 
character  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
making  a  reference  which,  I  trust,  will  not  be 
considered  out  of  place.  It  is  a  salutary  rule 
that  reference  in  Parliament  should  be  re- 
strained when  dealing  with  the  Judiciary,  but 
I  think  the  recent  appointment  of  Sir  Robert 
Stout  to  the  position  of  Chief  Justice  may 
fittingly  be  made  the  subject  of  some  reference 
here,  inasmuch  as  he  was  until  recently  a 
member  of  this  House.  He  has  sat  in  this 
House  for  many  years,  and  has  held  the 
highest  office  of  Ministerial  responsibility  under 
the  Crown.  It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that 
I  congratulate  the  Government  and  the  colony 
on  the  choice  which  has  been  made.  Sir 
Bobert  Stout  is  a  remarkable  man,  of  enoy- 
olopsdio  knowledge,  with  an  intuitive  per- 
ception of  the  salient  points  of  a  discussion  or 
of  a  case,  and  an  ability  fitted  to  adorn  any 
position.  He  will,  no  doubt,  rule  his  Courts 
with  firmness  and  dignity,  and  will  bring  to 
the  administration  of  justice  talents  of  the 
very  highest  order.  He  has  passed  now  from 
the  arena  of  politics,  and,  though  he  has  left  an 
indelible  record  there,  we  must  now  look  upon 
him  as  a  power  apart  from  the  controversies  of 
Parliament.  The  present  Chief  Justice  has  suc- 
ceeded an  illustrious  jurist,  who  has  retired  in 
the  full  plenitude  of  his  mental  powers.  And 
one  cannot  but  feel,  in  the  circumstances,  some 
'egret  that  events  should  not  have  so  occurred 
^  to  secure  such  conspicuous  ability  in   the 


deliberations  of  Parliament.  Sir,  it  may  not 
be  congenial  to  the  honourable  gentlemen  who 
have  the  advising  of  His  Excellency  as  to  the 
appointments  to  the  Legislative  Council  to  look 
in  such  a  direction  for  assistance,  or  it  may  be 
that  if  they  had  made  such  an  offer  the  doubt- 
ful honour  might  have  been  declined,  in  view 
of  most  of  the  appointments  that  have  been 
recently  made  to  that  Chamber.  I  now  pass. 
Sir,  to  the  matter  of  the  amendment  of  my 
honourable  friend  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, and  I  trust  my  honourable  friend  the 
Acting  Colonial  Secretary  will  pardon  me 
if  I  do  not  follow  him  in  the  various  matters 
he  touched  upon  other  than  that  referred 
to  in  the  amendment  now  before  the  House. 
There  will  be  abundant  occasion  for  discus- 
sing the  policy  of  the  Government,  but  in  the 
forefront  of  subjects  now  claiming  public  at- 
tention is  undoubtedly  this  Marine  scandal.  I 
think  it  is  to  the  credit  of  the  Opposition  that 
they  have  taken  the  very  first  opportunity  of 
raising  a  direct  issue  on  the  subject,  so  that 
members  may  have  an  opportunity  of  laying 
their  views  on  the  subject  before  the  colony, 
and  that,  a  vote  having  been  taken,  the  Com- 
mission— all  improper  as  it  is— may  go  on  as 
the  Premier  has  dictated  it  shall.  This  debate 
will  necessarily  be  a  short  one,  and  the  ground 
will  then  be  clear  for  further  action.  I  desire, 
with  reference  to  the  amendment  of  my  honour- 
able friend  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  to  point 
out,  as  the  amendment  itself  indicates,  the 
extreme  impropriety  of  Ministers  relegating  to 
a  Court  of  their  own  selection  the  considera- 
tion of  their  conduct  in  relation  to  their  de- 
partments. That  Royal  Commissions  have 
performed  useful  work  within  the  province  of 
inquiry,  apart  from  Ministerial  responsibility, 
may  be  admitted.  We  might  take,  as  illus- 
trating the  distinctions  which  should  bo 
drawn,  the  Tariff  Commission,  which  went 
round  the  colony  some  years  ago,  proclaim- 
ing its  arrival  in  every  town  by  adver- 
ments  in  the  newspapers,  inviting  any  ono 
who  had  a  grievance  or  a  project  to  appear 
and  submit  their  evidence,  which  was  after- 
wards laid  before  Parliament.  That  was  a 
Commission  confined  to  inquiry  of  a  harmless 
nature.  More  recently  we  had  the  Police  Com- 
mission, which  also  perambulated  the  colony, 
and  received  evidence  at  various  points.  A 
member  of  this  House,  whose  services  have 
never  been  adequately  recognised  in  that 
respect,  at  great  trouble  and,  no  doubt,  with 
expense  to  himself,  attended  most  of  the  sit- 
tings of  that  Commission,  and  conducted  in- 
quiries which  have  resulted  in  considerable 
advantage  to  the  colony.  But  so  soon  as  that 
Commission  approached  the  consideration  of 
matters  affecting  the  conduct  of  Ministers  its 
usefulness  and  its  capacity  underwent  a  change. 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  properly  objected 
to  its  functions  being  extended  to  take  cognis- 
ance of  the  actions  of  Ministers.  But  it  is,  I 
think,  somewhat  strange  that  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  should  now  desire,  in  the  matter 
of  this  Marine  inquiry,  where  the  conduct  of 
himself  and  a  colleague  is  directly  challenged, 
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to  set  up  a  Royal  Gommission  to  do  the  very 
thing  he  before  objected  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— We  are  taking  your  advice. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— If  it  was  right  for 
him  to  take  before  the  Police  Commission  the 
stand  he  did,  it  must  be  wrong  for  him  now  to 
take  the  contrary  course.  Let  me  remind  him 
of  what  he  said  before  the  Police  Gommission. 
When  summoned  as  a  witness  he  contended 
that  it  would  be  entirely  unconstitutional  for 
him  to  give  evidence.  He  proceeded  to  say, 
**  In  the  Fox  Commission  there  was  no  ques- 
tion of  maladministration  whatever  against  the 
Government  of  the  day  or  any  of  the  Minis- 
ters." Further  on  he  said,  ''We  had  the 
matter  laid  down,  before  this  Commission  sat, 
that  no  Government  could  set  up  a  Commis- 
sion to  try  iteelf.  A  Government  has  to  be 
tried  by  Parliament;  Ministers  can  go  before 
their  peers  and  no  on^  else.  That  is  the  well- 
known  constitutional  position."  And  that  is 
the  constitutional  principle  which  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  has  expressed  in  his  amend- 
ment. But  now — within  twelve  monthn,  for 
the  protest  of  the  Premier  before  the  Police 
Gommission  took  place  in  July  last  year — he 
sets  up  the  opposite  contention. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Circumstances  are  different. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Circumstances  may 
be  different,  but  the  constitutional  principle 
remains  unaltered. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  shall  show  you  presently. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Well,  we  shall  see. 
If   he  can   discover  any  precedents   they  are 
discredited,  and  will  be  capped  by  others  of  un- 
doubted weight  and  authority.    Now,  Sir,  as 
the  matter  is  before  the  country,  and  as  we 
have  seen  the  Acting  Colonial  Secretary  com- 
ing down  to  this  House  and  reading  extracts 
from  a  report,  giving  a  partial  and  deceptive 
account  of  the  case,  it  may  be  proper  and  desir- 
able that  the  colony  should  know  more  of  the 
facts  of  the  case  than  the  Government  seem 
desirous  to  make  public.    To  go  back  a  little 
way,  it  may  be  as  well  to  bear  in  mind  that 
at  the  beginning  of  the  business  between  the 
Government  and  Captain  Jones  he  held  a  river 
certificate,   entitling   him  to  navigate   vessels 
within  what  is  known  as  "restricted  limits," 
such  as  the  Harbour  of  Port  Nicholson,   but 
noi  outside  the  Head?.     In  1894,  in  the  time  of 
the  present  Government,  an  amendment  of  the 
Shipping  and  Seamen's  Act  was  psbssed  which 
authorises  the  Minister  of  Marine  to  issue  what 
is  termed  a  ''service  certificate"  to  any  person 
who  had  been  in  command  of  a  vessel  of  15 
tons  and  over  trading  on  the  coast  of  New  Zea- 
land for  three  years  or  over.     Such  a  certificate 
would  entitle  the  holder  to  navigate  in  some- 
what extended  limits.    It  was  such  a  certificate 
as  this  that  Captain  Jones,  prior  to  April,  1897, 
was  desirous  to  obtain.     I  refer  to  April,  1897, 
because  that  was  a  turning-point  in  connection 
with  this  matter.    The  Right  Hon.  the  Premier, 
in  his  evidence  during  the  recent  proceedings 
before  the  Supreme  Court,  stated  that  while  he 
wa.s  Acting  Minister  of  Defence  —  when   the 
then  Minister  of  Defence  (Mr.  Ward)  was  ab- 
sent in  England — some  time  in  the  earlier  part 
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of  1896,  he  was  interviewed  by  Captain  Jones, 
who  placed  before  him  certain  papers.  These 
had  been  referred,  or  were  referred,  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  to  the  Collector  of  eas- 
terns at  the  Port  of  Wellington. 
Mr.  SEDDON— No. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Well,  we  will  say  they 
were  not  at  that  time.  Nothing,  however,  was 
done  in  connection  with  the  papers  just  then. 
On  the  22nd  June,  1896,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man now  Minister  of  Marine  was  gazetted  as 
having  succeeded  to  that  office.  That  event, 
however,  appears  to  have  made  no  difierence 
in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
department.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
went  on,  in  his  evidence,  to  relate  that  in 
1897  the  application  of  Captain  Jones  was 
renewed,  and  was  backed  up  by  a  deputa- 
tion. The  employer  of  Captain  Jones  waited 
on  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Oh,  yes.  That  is  your 
evidence. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  not. 
Mr.  G.   HUTCHISON.  —  Well,  I   will    say 
merely  a  deputation  waited  on  the  Premier.     I 
will  not  introduce  any  name. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — It  was  not  a  large  deputa- 
tion. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  will  accept  that 
correction  also. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  were,  so  far  as  my 
memory  serves  me,  Captain  Von  Schoen  and 
Captain  Jones. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— The  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  has  a  curious  way  of  expressing  him- 
self. Besides  Captain  Jones  the  deputation 
consisted  of  one.  However,  a  deputation  of 
some  sort  waited  on  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  and  presented  papers  which  were 
supposed  to  disclose  such  proof  as  to  entitle 
Captain  Jones  to  a  service  certificate  under  the 
Act  of  1894. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  said  they  were  principally 
duplicates  of  the  papers  we  had. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.- If  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  will  kindly  allow  me  to  proceed 
he  will  have  another  time  to  address  the  House. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— You  are  quoting  as  evidence 
that  which  I  did  not  give. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— These  interruptions  mast 
really  cease.  It  is  my  duty  to  secure  for 
each  member  an  uninterrupted  hearing.  The 
honourable  gentleman  will  now  proceed. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— The  papers  were  pro- 
duced in  support  of  a  claim  by  Captain  Jones 
for  a  service  certificate  under  the  Act  of  1894. 
Those  papers  were  submitted  in  the  ordinary 
course  to  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  Welling- 
ton, and  discovered  to  have  been  manipulated 
in  a  way  that  was  scarcely  credible.  For  in- 
stance, against  a  date  extracted  from  the  books 
of  the  owner  of  the  "  Duco  "  the  figure  '*  1  ** 
might  appear,  as  indicating  that  Captain  Jones 
had  been  one  day  absent  from  port.  Against 
another  date  the  figure  "  2."  as  indicating  that 
Captain  Jones  had  been  two  days  absent  from 
port.  But  the  figures  were  manipulated  by 
adding  a  "  7,"  or  "  9,"  or  some  other  numeriU 
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waa  placed  after  the  "  1  "  or  the  '*  2/'  ao  as  to 
represent  the  periods  of  service  greatly  in  ez- 
oeas  of  the  time  really  served.  In  that  way 
more  than  three  yearii'  service  was  shown,  in- 
stead of  less  than  eighteen  months,  as  re- 
corded by  l£e  entries  in  the  Customs  books. 
Even  on  the  occasioDS  when  the  steamer  navi- 
gated by  Captain  Jones  went  outside  the  Heads 
a  certificated  master  mariner  had  to  be  em- 
ployed by  the  owner  and  put  on  board  while 
Captain  Jones  navigated  the  vessel.  The  report 
of  the  department  clearly  showed  that  Captain 
Jones  was  not  entitled  to  a  service  certificate, 
or  any  other;  and  yet  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  told  the  deputation  who  waited  on 
him  that  if  the  employer  of  Captain  Jones 
made  an  affidavit  or  declaration  of  the  truth  of 
the  statement  submitted  he  would  directly 
order  the  issue  of  a  service  certificate. 

Mr.  SEDDGN.— I  said  nothing  of  the  kind. 
.  Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— The  next  develop- 
ment is  connected  with  the  departure  of  the 
Premier  in  April,  1897,  to  attend  the  Jubilee 
celebrations  in  England.  He  says  that  on  the 
voyage  between  Wellington  and  Auckland  he 
had  a  conversation  with  Captain  Fairchild,  and 
ihat,  in  consequence  of  this  conversation,  he  de- 
spatched a  certain  telegram  to  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Hall-Jones,  urging  the  claims  of  Captain 
Jones.  Well,  Sir,  we  all  know  that  Captain 
Fairchild  has  passed  away,  but  1  think  there 
are  not  many  members  in  this  House  who  will 
believe  that  Captain  Fairchild  was  at  all  likely 
to  advise  the  issue  of  a  certificate  right  in 
the  teeth  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  against 
the  report  of  every  officer  to  whom  the  appli- 
ofttioD  had  been  referred.  I  will  leave  that 
incident  without  further  remark.  The  tele- 
gram sent  by  the  Premier  to  his  colleague  reads : 
**  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  have  the  ques- 
tion of  issuing  a  certificate  to  Captain  Jones, 
of  the  '  Duco,'  settled."  Had  the  matter  been 
left  unsettled  ?  Had  not  every  report  by  every 
officer  of  the  department  been  dead  against  the 
iBBue  of  any  certificate  ?  Mr.  Glasgow  had  so 
minuted  the  papers.  Captain  Allman,  in  answer 
to  an  inquiry  by  the  Premier,  "  Can  anything 
be  done  for  Jones  ?  "  had  reported  that  he  did 
not  think  anything  could  be  done.  Yet  on  the 
eve  of  the  Premier's  departure  from  the  colony 
to  meet  his  Queen  he  treated  this  matter  as  if 
it  were  still  open  and  unsettled.  He  goes  on 
in  the  same  telegram  to  say,  "  From  the  papers 
presented  to  me  " — those  were  tlie  papers  which 
the  department  had  reported  on  as  containing 
fabricated  service — '*  I  am  of  opinion  that  he 
(Captain  Jones)  is  entitled  to  what  he  wants.*' 
The  opinion,  then,  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  thus  imposed  on  the  plastic  mind  of 
his  colleague  was  that  upon  the  papers,  which 
before  bad  been  rejected,  he  (the  Premier)  was 
of  opinion  that  Captain  Jones  should  have  what 
had  been  reported  as  improper  and  impossible. 
What  effect  was  such  a  communication  intended 
to  have  upon  the  mind  of  the  colleague  who 
had  been  left  in  charge  of  the  Marine  Depart- 
ment ?  This  was  made  a  very  special  matter. 
It  was  a  telegram  he  had  to  obey.  There  was 
anotiler  telegram  also  sent  at  the  same  time  by 


the  Premier  to  his  colleague,  of  which  the  latter 
thought  so  very  much  that  he  carried  it  about 
with  him,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  his  evi- 
dence in  the  Supreme  Court  read  it,  although 
such  a  course  was  quite  improper,  and  the  tele- 
gram itself  quite  irrelevant  to  the  matter  then 
before  the  Court.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
Premier  wished  his  colleague  to  watch  care- 
fully the  expenditure,  and  keen  down  the 
*'  unemployed  '*  difficulty.  It  ended  with  the 
benediction,  **  God  bless  you ! "  Now,  Sir, 
the  Acting  Colonial  Secretary  has  to-day  read 
some  extracts  from  what  he  says  is  the  state- 
ment of  Captain  Allman.  But  will  he  say  that 
the  document  he  quoted  from  is  the  only  state- 
ment Captain  Allman  made  ?  I  do  not  think 
he  will  say  so.  At  any  rate,  he  has  not  yet  said 
so.  What  he  read  was  an  extract  from  a  state- 
ment made  by  Captain  Allman  whilst  under 
suspension,  and  while  he  had  reason  to  expect 
that  the  Minister  of  Marine  would  *'  see  him 
through"  the  trouble.  Captain  Allman  was 
prepared,  under  these  circumstances,  to  take 
all  the  blame  upon  himself.  And  he  did  so. 
That  is  the  effect  of  the  statement  from  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  to-day  read 
some  extracts.  Why  did  the  Acting  Colonial 
Secretary  not  also  read  some  extracts  from 
Captain  Allman's  second  statement,  a  state- 
ment which  is  at  least  as  valuable  as  the  first. 
In  that  second  statement  Captain  Allman  re- 
lates how  that,  soon  after  the  departure  of  the 
Premier,  he  was  called  up  to  the  room  of  the 
Minister  of  Marine,  who  produced  the  telegram 
which  the  Premier  had  sent  from  Auckland,  as 
to  Captain  Jones  being  entitled  to  what  he 
wanted,  and  asked  what  was  to  be  done. 
Evidently  something  had  to  be  done.  It  was 
only  a  question  how  to  do  it.  Reference  was 
made  to  some  tug-service,  which  might  be  called 
in  aid  of  a  service  certificate,  but  that  idea  had 
also  to  be  abandoned.  And  the  burning  ques- 
tion still^remained  how  the  thing  could  possibly 
be  done.  Captain  Allman  suggested  that  the 
only  way  appeared  to  be  for  Captain  Jones  to 
pass  an  examination  as  a  master  mariner. 
That  was  presented  to  the  Minister  as  the 
only  alternative.  JuRt  fancy  a  man  not  en- 
titled to  even  a  service  certificate  being  con- 
sidered as  possibly  entitled  to  a  master-mariner's 
certificate  !  Captain  Allman  also  mentions  in 
his  second  statement  that  on  a  subsequent  date 
he  was  called  to  the  presence  of  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  and  there  found  Captain  Jones,  and 
that  the  Minister  of  Marine  then  expressed  his 
intention  to  take  the  responsibility  of  direct- 
ing that  Captain  Jones  should  go  up  for  ex- 
amination for  a  master's  certificate,  notwith- 
standing that  he  had  not  the  preliminary 
qualification  of  holding  a  mate's  certificate. 
.^  Cilptain  Allman's  evidence  on  that 
point  is  explicit  in  his  second  state- 
ment, which  is  on  record  and  in  the  possession 
of  the  department.  It  is  to  the  efiect  that  the 
Minister  of  Marine  stated  that  he  would  take 
upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  directing  the 
examination  of  Jones,  although  he  did  not  pos- 
sess the  essential  qualification  of  a  mate's 
certificate.    That  was  the  second  statement,  I 
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say,  of  Captain  AUman  ;  and  the  authority  was 
g\Yen,  The  Minister  of  Matine  says  it  was 
only  a  scrap  of  paper— an  envelope,  signed  by 
no  one,  addressed  to  no  one,  and  undated. 
But  the  writing  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  well  known,  of  co^rsu,  to  the  officers  of  his 
department,  and  this  document  reached  the 
proper  hands,  and  was  duly  minuted  and  dated. 
This  envelope  was  not  the  scrappy  thing  sug- 
gested, as  indicating  jottings  for  further  in- 
quiries. It  was  not  '*  Jones,  '  Duco,'  Permit, 
examination,  master.''  These  words  were  all 
there,  but  in  a  particular  relation  to  each 
other.  *'  Jones  '  Duco  * "  was  the  first  line, 
^*  Permit  Examination "  was  the  second 
line,  without  a  stop  between  the  words,  and 
**  Master"  was  the  third  line.  On  reaching 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Glasgow,  as  Secretary  of  the 
department,  who  knew  the  incapacity  of  Jones, 
and  had  repeatedly  reported  against  his  appli- 
cations, he  (Mr.  Glasgow)  went  up  with  this 
document  to  the  Minister,  and  asked  if  it  was 
to  be  taken  as  an  instruction.  Mr.  Glasgow's 
•evidence  is  that  he  understood  the  Minister  to 
take  the  responsibility  of  directing  the  exami- 
nation of  Jones ;  and  in  consequence  a  letter 
was  ^^ritten  by  the  Chief  Clerk  dispensing 
with  the  necessity  for  Jones  producing  a  mate's 
certificate.  Now,  the  most  serious  part  of  this 
business  is  that  every  one  who  took  part  in  it, 
not  excepting  Mr.  Glasgow,  knew  that  what 
was  beinf;  done  was  not  only  an  improper  step 
but  an  illegal  one,  because  no  Minister  could 
dispense  with  the  condition  precedent  to  quali- 
fying as  a  master  mariner,  implied  in  the  pos- 
session of  a  mate's  certificate.  Every  official  in 
the  department  knew  what  had  to  be  done  was 
illegal,  yet  they  had  to  submit.  Now,  Sir, 
these  facts  can  be  proved.  If,  however,  there 
is  any  doubt  as  to  my  version  of  the  two 
sts^tementR  of  Captain  Allman,  let  Ministers 
lay  the  papers  on  the  table,  and  let  them  not 
forget  or  overlook  a  third  document  in  their 
possession.  Before  I  pass  to  that,  I  might 
anticipate  what,  no  doubt,  the  Minister  of 
Marine  will  lay  considerable  stress  upon  — 
namely,  that  in  some  minutes  which  passed 
between  himself  and  Mr.  Glasgow  in  the  month 
of  January  last  on  this  subject,  Mr.  Glasgow 
nowhere  there  takes  the  ground  that  he  had 
the  verbal  direction  of  the  Minister  to  do  what 
was  done.  This  is,  I  think,  only  to  be  ex- 
plained by  the  feeling,  which  permeates,  I  be- 
lieve, the  whole  of  the  Civil  Service,  that  under 
the  domination  of  the  present  Administration 
things  have  to  be  done  which  ought  not  to  be 
done.  We  cannot  expect  ideal  perfection  in 
the  officials  under  the  present  Administration. 
They  have  to  consider  themselves ;  they  have 
to  consider  their  families  also,  and  what  may 
happen  if  they  do  not  do  what  they  are  ex- 
pected to  do  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON. — You  are  casting  a  slur  on  the 
Oivil  servants  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Unfortunately,  they 
know  that  much  they  are  directed  to  do  is 
wrong,  but  they  dare  not  do  the  right.  That  is 
the  deplorable  condition  of  affairs  under  the 
present    Administration;    and    Mr.    Glasgow, 
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f>laoed  between  the  Chief  Clerk  who  wrote  the 
etter  and  the  Minister  who  authorised  it,  was 
willing,  apparently,  to  take  the  whole  blame 
upon  himself,  and  to  say  nothing  that  would 
have  contradicted  the  Minister— jiamely,  that 
he  had  given  the  improper  instruction.  Bat 
the  position  was  different  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
There  Mr.  Glasgow  was  sworn  to  tell  the  truth, 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 
He  there  stated  on  oath  that  when  he  went, 
as  he  says  he  did,  with  this  memorandum  to 
the  Minister  he  received  the  verbal  instruction 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall- Jones  to  do  this  illegal 
thing. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES.  —  It  is  the  first  time  I 
heard  it  from  him. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  know  you  said  so  in 
Court,  but  against  the  statement  of  the  Minis- 
ter is  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Glasgow ;  against  it 
is  the  written  statement  of  Captain  Allman; 
against  it  is  this  suggestive  memorandum  on 
the  back  of  an  envelope,  which  probably  was 
never  intended  to  be  preserved,  or,  if  preserved, 
might  be  repudiated ;  and  there  is  also  against 
the  statement  of  the  Minister  the  third  doon- 
ment  to  which  I  have  referred — namely,  the 
written  statement  of  Captain  Jones  himself, 
sent  in  after  the  second  statement  of  Captain 
Allman.  Now,  in  the  proceedings  in  the 
Supreme  Court  for  the  cancellation  of  the  cer- 
tificate issued  to  Jones  it  would  have  been  the 
simplest  thing  in  the  world  to  have  concluded 
the  case  by  putting  in  this  statement  of  Jones's. 
It  containea  a  practical  admission  of  the  fraud 
that  had  been  perpetrated  for  the  purpose  d 
obtaining  his  certificate.  The  counsel  for  the 
Crown,  however,  did  not  take  that  course.  He 
put  in  various  documents,  and  the  evidence  of 
experts  as  to  handwriting,  and  so  on,  leaving  the 
case  largely  to  inference,  so  that  it  appeared 
somewhat  weak.  It  was  then  that  the  counsel 
for  the  Crown  asked  for  an  adjournment  to  con- 
sider what  was  to  be  done.  At  a  hurried  con- 
ference with  the  Premier  and  the  Minister  of 
Marine  the  question  was.  Shall  we  put  in 
Jones's  statement  or  not  ?  It  was  decided  to 
risk  the  case  on  the  evidence  before  the  Courk. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Nonsense. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Why  ? 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— What  had  that  to  do 
with  the  case  ? 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— It  was  an  admission 
of  the  whole  case,  but  you  would  not  use  it. 
And  why  ?  Because  Jones  in  his  statement  had 
entered  into  the  relation  of  cirumstances  which 
it  would  have  been  unpleasant  for  the  Premier 
to  be  made  public.  Jones  corroborates  Allman 
as  to  the  Minister  taking  the  responsibility  of 
directing  the  examination  to  proceed  without 
a  mate's  certificate;  but  he  goes  further,  and 
relates  how,  after  the  Premier's  return  from 
the  Jubilee,— after  having  been  made  a  Privy 
Councillor, — he  was  taking  a  trip  across  the 
harbour  in  the  steamer  **  Duchess,"  Captain 
Jones,  commander.  There  was  a  whiskey  nolio 
on  board  that  trip,  at  which,  as  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  incidentally  mentioned,  the  Premier 
was  jovial  and  jocular,  and,  poking  Jones  in  the 
ribs,  said,   '*You  thought  you  could  not  get 
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that  certifioate,  but  yon  see  yoa  did,  in  spite 
of  them  all."  This  little  inoident  is  important 
as  showing  that  the  Premier  knew  all  about 
what  was  going  on;  but  ii  was  an  Inoident 
the  Premier  did  not  want  brought  out. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — He  took  very  good  oare  not 
to  present  himself. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  —  Then,  my  right 
honourable  friend  admits  that  there  is  a  writ- 
tan  statement  from  Jones  to  the  effeot  I  have 
mentioned.  The  Premier  now  says  Jones 
would  not  allow  himself  to  be  oross-questioned 
and  kept  out  of  the  way.  That  may  be ;  but 
the  statement  hsbs  been  all  the  time  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  department,  and  has  been  sup- 
pressed. Another  little  incident  oooarred  not 
very  long  after,  when  the  Premier  and  the 
colleague  behind  him  —  the  Acting  Colonial 
Secretary — got  hold  of  a  person  who  was  at 
this  whiskey  frolic — the  relieving  officer  of  a 
local  benevolent  society.  The  great  question 
was  whether  it  was  a  jar  of  whiskey  or 
only  a  bottle  of  whiskey  that  was  brought 
OQ  board  the  '*  Duchess  "  on  that  trip.  In 
Jones's  statement  he  refers  to  a  jar  of 
whiskey,  and  the  relieving  officer  was  solemnly 
called  in  to  affirm  that  it  was  not  a  jar  but  a 
bottle.  And  then  he  was  led  up  by  the  Pre- 
mier to  this  question :  "  Did  you  hear  me  say 
to  Jones,  '  So-and-so  '  ?  "  and  the  relieving 
officer  was  good  enough  to  relieve  the  minds  of 
the  Premier  and  his  colleagues  by  saying,  *'  No, 
I  did  not  hear  you  say  so."  And  possibly  the 
Pzemier  will  say  he  did  not  say  so,  and  possibly 
Captain  Jones  will  now  say  the  same.  That  as 
it  may  be.  But  why  should  we  not  have  all 
the  documents  on  the  subject  that  are  in  the 
possession  of  the  Qovernment  before  this  de- 
bate clofles  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  will  have  them  when 
the  Commission  reports. 

Mr.  Q.  HUTCHISON.— Shall  we  have  also 
the  evidence  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, and  of  his  honourable  colleague  the 
Minister  of  Marine  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Time  wUl  tell  you  that. 

Mr.  Q.  HUTCHISON.  —  Time  will  tell  us 
that.  And  how  is  this  inquiry  to  be  con- 
ducted ?  It  is  to  report  in  a  month,  and  one 
of  its  members  is  engaged  for  a  week.  Suppose 
this  case  of  Jones  is  taken  first ;  it  may  sliil  be 
a  long  time  before  the  report  can  come  before 
09,  as  many  other  inquiries  may  be  set  on 
foot  And  who  is  to  conduct  the  inquiry? 
Ii  it  to  be  the  Solicitor- Qeneral,  or  the 
Ccown  Prosecutor,  as  in  the  recent  proceeding 
in  the  Supreme  Court,  when  the  object  was  to 
bring  out  just  as  little  as  possible?  Are  the 
interests  of  the  public  to  be  entrusted  to  such 
bands  as  these  ;  and,  if  not,  to  whose  hands  are 
they  to  be  intrusted  ?  The  Premier  may  say  that 
the  members  in  this  House  can  attend  and  pro- 
secute. How  many,  or  how  few  ?  And  are  they 
for  that  purpose  to  be  taken  from  their  ordinary 
duties  as  members  during  the  session?  For 
my  own  part,  I  shall  be  comparatively  dis- 
engaged. Honoured  by  the  hostility  of  the 
Premier,  I  am  on  very  few  Committees.  Out-: 
side  the  "  Soup  "  Committee,  I  am  only  on  one. 


which  will  probably  not  be  required  to  sit  at 
all  this  session.  I  am  objected  to  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  are  not  overfond  of 
Committees. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  quite  fond  of 
an  inquiry,  so  long  as  it  is  fair,  as  I  hope  this 
inquiry,  notwithstanding  its  irregularity,  will 
be.  I  am  not  saying  anything  at  all  about  the 
personnel  of  the  Commission.  As  it  will  pro- 
bably, by  the  will  of  the  majority,  go  on,  I 
trust  the  Commissioners  will  inquire  into  this 
matter  with  disinterestedness  and  thoroughness, 
and  that  the  Premier,  if  he  is  called,  will  not 
be  allowed  to  make  any  excuse  as  to  being 
examined  in  chief,  or  cross-examined.  But 
some  Royal  Commissions  have  not  been  such 
as  to  commend  them  to  the  confidence  of  the 
public.  Let  us  think  of  that  last  Commission 
— the  Police  Commission,  composed  of  three 
gentlemen.  The  President  was  a  retired  Magis- 
trate, a  pensioner  of  the  Crown,  entitled  to 
some  £336  per  annum  as  a  retiring-allowance 
under  the  Civil  Service  Act.  His  fees  for 
the  time  he  sat  on  the  Police  Commission, 
at  three  guineas  a  day,  amounted  to  £707. 
A  provision  in  the  Civil  Service  Act  re- 
quired that  no  amount  exceeding  his  former 
emolument  in  the  Civil  Service  could  be  paid, 
which  meant  that  he  could  only  draw  £535. 
The  difference  of  £172  could  only  be  paid  per 
favour  of  the  Minister  of  the  day,  and  the  £172 
was  so  paid,  over  and  above  the  amount  to  which 
he  was  entitled.  What  confidence  could  be 
reposed  in  such  a  Commission  ?  This  one  may 
be  pure.  But  here  is  another,  the  very  last  that 
sat  in  the  course  of  this  Parliament,  in  which 
it  would  be  ridiculous  to  say  there  were  not 
grounds  for  imputing  bias — it  may  have  been 
unconscious  bias — but,  nevertheless,  there  were 
circumstances  amounting  to  a  disqualification 
in  the  President  of  that  Court.  These  Royal 
Commissions  are  essentially  not  the  appro- 
priate tribunals  for  inquiring  into  the  conduct 
of  Ministers  as  such.  The  true  tribunal  un- 
doubtedly is  Parliament.  It  is  defective  in 
many  respects.  It  is  the  scene  of  constant 
controversy.  Each  member  considers  it  a  point 
of  honour  to  uphold  as  far  as  possible  one  side 
or  the  other.  There  are  great  defects  inci- 
dent to  a  parliamentary  inquiry,  but,  with 
all  its  defects,  Parliament  is  surely  superior 
to  a  tribunal  nominated  by  the  very  Ministers 
who  are  upon  their  trial,  for  that  is  the  posi- 
tion in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
deliberately  places  himself  and  his  Administra- 
tion. No  ;  Parliament  is  the  only  tribunal  for 
the  trial  of  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  and  no  re- 
ference to  a  Royal  Commission  or  any  other 
can  deprive  this  House  of  its  right  to  review 
the  conduct  of  those  who  are  responsible  to  it. 
With  their  majority  Ministers  wUl  be  able  to 
stifle  investigation  here,  but  there  is  an  ulti- 
mate Court  of  appeal  from  this  House.  In  a 
few  months  the  great  assize  will  open.  Then 
must  Ministers  appear  at  the  bar  of  public 
opinion,  and,  notwithstanding  all  their  eva- 
sions, notwithstanding  all  their  misrepresenta- 
tions, they  will  be  judged  by  the  people  of  this 
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colony,  aud  I  trust  tbe  lesult  will  be  a  vic- 
toiious  verdict  for  the  cause  of  truth  and 
justice. 

Mr.  MORRISON  (Caversbam).— Sir,  before 
proceeding  to  reply  to  some  of  the  remarks 
tbaD  have  fallen  from  the  previous  speaker  I 
should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  con- 
gratulating the  mover  and  seconder  of  the 
Address  in  Reply  on  the  very  able  and  effec- 
tive speeclies  they  made.  I  suppose  it  is  usual 
to  take  up  the  )a&t  speaker's  arguments  and 
endeavour  to  reply  to  tbe  various  points  he  has 
raised.  This,  to  my  mind,  is  a  most  important 
debate,  becauRe  it  a£fects  the  honour  not  only 
of  the  present  Government,  but  of  the  whole 
Liberal  parly,  and  it  should  also  affect  the 
members  of  the  Opposition ;  and  I  was  sur- 
prised to  lind  the  honourable  genlleman 
who  preceded  me,  the  member  for  Patea,  the 
heavy  tragedian  of  this  House,  dealing  with 
such  a  weighty  question  as  this  in  the 
spirit  of  levity  which  he  showed  through- 
out his  remarks.  He  started  very  well  in 
talking  about  Commissions  aud  constitutional 
government,  and  gave  us  a  dissertation  upon 
what  the  Tariff  Commission  had  brought 
about.  We  all  know  what  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission accomplished.  It  brought  about  a 
great  reduction  on  some  of  the  necessaries  of 
life  for  the  benefit  of  the  masses  of  this 
country.  The  honourable  gentleman  did  not 
care  about  entering  into  that  phase  of  the 
question,  for  it  is  not  his  role  to  give  the  Qo- 
vernment  any  credit  for  this  or  any  other 
beneficent  measures  that  they  have  passed. 
Then,  he  Lad  occasion  to  give  us  a  sneer  in 
connection  with  the  Police  Commission,  and 
said  that  a  member  of  this  House  had 
taken  a  very  active  interest  in  that  matter. 
What  be  meant  to  insinuate  in  the  House  was 
that  these  Commissions  were  simply  a  farce, 
and  he  wished  to  point  out  to  the  House  that 
.  by  referring  this  question  of  the  alleged  Marine 
'scandal  to  a  Commission  we  were  simply 
perpetrating  a  farce  by  so  doing.  Now,  Sir, 
let  me  quote  a  higher  authority  than  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea  on  questions  of 
this  description.  I  will  refer  him  to  Todd, 
page  95,  where  he  says, — 

*'  Commissions  of  inquiry  may  be  properly 
appointed  by  the  Crown,  or  by  the  head  of  any 
department  of  State,  to  examine  into  a  par- 
ticular grievance,  or  alleged  defect  in  the 
administration  of  a  public  department,  or  to 
oollect  information  on  any  important  public 
question  and  advise  the  Crown  upon  the 
same." 

He  has  also  referred  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  Crown  Law  Officers  conducted  the  alleged 
Marine  scandal  case  before  the  Supreme  Court. 
He  tried  to  make  the  House  believe  that  the 
Crown  Law  Officer  asked  the  Premier  to  hand 
him  the  written  statement  of  Captain  Jones 
in  connection  with  this  matter,  and  he  would 
also  have  liked  to  make  it  appear  that  the 
Crown  had  assisted  in  keeping  Captain  Jones 
away  from  the  Supreme  Court  case.  I  need 
only  point  out  tbe  absurdity  of  that  line  of 
argument  to   convince  members  that  it  was 
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not  in  the  interest  of  the  Government  to  do 
anything  to  prevent  Captain  Jones  from  attend- 
ing the  Court.  What  was  the  Crown  trying  to 
do  ?  The  Crown  was  trying  to  bring  Captain 
Jones  before  the  Court  in  order  to  take  his 
master's  oertifioate  from  him.  The  man  was 
going  to  lose  his  means  of  earning  his  bread* 
and-butter.  Do  you  think  any  pressure  would 
have  prevented  him  coming  before  the  Court 
if  he  thought  he  could  have  vindicated  his 
position  ?  But  he  knew  that  he  had  entered 
mto  a  conspiracy  with  Captain  All  man  and 
Captain  Von  Schoen.  I  am  satisfied  that  there 
was  a  conspiracy  between  the  three  of  them 
in  connection  with  the  granting  of  this  cer- 
tificate. 

An  Hon.  Member. — So  does  everybody  else. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— But  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  interjects  wants  to  show  that  the 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  are  involved  in  it. 
Now,  I  do  not  believe  for  a  moment  that  the 
Premier  or  the  Minister  of  Marine,  Mr.  Hall- 
Jones,  were  involved  in  this  conspiracy.  In 
the  Supreme  Court  case  a  document  was  read 
which  had  been  sent  in  to  the  Marine  Deport 
ment  on  the  4th  June,  1895.  The  pressure  of 
Captain  Jones  and  his  friends  was  continued 
persistently  from  1895  till  July,  1897.  In 
July,  1897,  the  Minister  of  Marine  definitely 
refused  to  grant  a  service  oertifioate. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHISON.— You  have  put  tbe 
job  away  nicely  now. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Not  at  all.  You  will  find 
that  out  before  I  am  done.  It  was  a  service 
certificate  that  was  at  first  requested.  Those 
who  are  anxious  to  make  a  oase  against  tbe 
Government  are  mixing  up  the  service  and  the 
master's  certificate.  A  service  certificate  was 
applied  for  under  section  34  of  the  Shipping 
and  Seamen's  Act  of  1894.  Captain  Jones  and 
his  friends  wished  to  prove  the  necessary  ser- 
vice under  that  clause.  The  Minister  referred 
it  to  the  Marine  Department,  and  said  he  was 
not  satisfied  that  they  had  proved  their  oase. 
They  slill  persisted  ifiekt  they  had  proved  their 
case.  The  Premier  asked  the  members  of  a 
deputation  to  make  a  declaration  of  what  they 
had  stated  to  him,  but  the  deputation  had  not 
the  courage  to  do  that.  The  Premier  said  if 
they  would  make  the  declaration  he  would  fur- 
ther inquire  into  the  matter.  They  declined 
to  do  so.  Then  the  Premier  was  on  the  eve 
of  his  departure  for  England,  and  in  travelling 
up  the  coast  in  the  **  Tutanekai "  he  had  a  con- 
versation on  the  matter  with  the  late  Gap- 
tain  Fairchild.  The  matter  was  then  common 
gossip  in  Wellington.  It  was  well  known  that 
it  was  desired  to  get  a  service  certificate  for 
Captain  Jones,  of  the  "Duco."  In  that  conver- 
sation Captain  Fairchild  said  that  Captain  Jones 
was  quite  capable  of  taking  charge  of  a  vessel. 
I  have  also  the  evidence  of  men  who  have  spent 
most  of  their  life  at  sea,  and  they  tell  me  that 
some  of  the  best  officers  who  have  ever  taken 
charge  of  a  vessel  have  been  men  who,  unfortu- 
nately, could  hardly  write  their  names,  but  who, 
as  far  as  seamanship  was  concerned,  were  sa- 
perior  to  manv  of  the  paper  men  at  the  present 
day.    No  doubt,  at  tbe  request  of  Captain  Fair- 
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child,  the  Premier  said,  **I  will  send  a  reminder  to 
Ifr.  Hall- Jones."    The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  J.  Hutcbcson)  has  several 
times  interrupted  me,  and  in  doing  so  be  is 
showing  very  bad  taste.    I  think  he   should 
have  taken  the  earliest  opportunity  of  putting 
his  side  of  the  question  to  the  House,  so  that 
members  might  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining  into  his  statements,  and,  if  neces- 
lary,  quietly  **  hauling  him  over   the  coals." 
The  Premier  promised  to  send  the  wire  to  Mr. 
Hall-Jones.     The  Premier  left  for  Europe  in 
April,  and  nothing  was  done  till  the  4th  July. 
8o  where    the    plasticity  of    the  Minister  of 
Marine    comes     in    I     fail     to    understand. 
The  honourable  member  for  Patea  would  like 
OS  to   infer   that    the    Premier  was    bought, 
and    that    he    sent    a    wire    to     Mr.     Hall- 
Jones    instructing    him    what    to     do.      But 
the  Minister   of  Marine  definitely  refused  to 
grant  a  service  certificate  at  as  late  a  date  as 
the  4th  July,  1897.    Captain   All  man  subFe- 
qnently  suggested  that  there  was  only  one  way 
OQt  of   the  difficulty,  and    that  was  for  the 
Marine  Department  to  grant  a  permit  for  Cap- 
tain Jones  to  present  himself  for  a  master's 
examination,  ibis  being  necessary,  as  he  was 
not  at  that   time   in   possession   of  a  mate's 
eertifieate.    The  Minister  of   Marine  took  an 
envelope   and    made     this    note :    **  Jones — 
'Doco.'— Permit    Exam.  Master."    The  note 
WAS  made  on  &  rough  envelope,  and  every  word 
started  with  a.  capital  letter.    It  was  undated 
and  unsigned ,  and  was  left  lying  before  the 
Minister  on  tkie  table.     After  discussing  other 
departmental  matters,  the  Minister  said,  **By- 
the-by,  Captai  n  Allman,  just  take  this  rough  note 
with  you  and  make  inquiries  into  this  matter." 
And  this  is  where  I  maintain  the  conspiracy 
oomes  in.     Captain  Allman  goes  to  the  Marine 
Department  a.nd  presents  this  as  an  instruction 
from    the  Minister    of    Marine  that  Captain 
Jones  should  be  allowed  to  present  himself  for 
examination  for  a  master's  certifioate.    Now, 
the  Premier  was  at  this  time  in  England,  and 
he  knew  no  looro  about  the  master's  certificate 
than  the  man  in  the  moon.     Here  is  where  I 
blame  the  Marine   Department.     Mr.   Aliport 
ays  he  received  this  document  and  recorded  it 
as  a  Ministerial  instruction,  and  he  placed  it 
before  Mr.  Glasgow.     Mr.  Glasgow  told  him  to 
file  it  as  an  official  document,  and  it  would  be 
4  30     ^^^  right.   Now,  Mr.  Glasgow,  in  Court, 
at  the  examination — I  have  read  the 
oaae  very  carefully,  and  paid  some  little  atten- 
tion to  it — Mr.  Glasgow  in  Court  swore  that  he 
took  this  rough    envelope  to   Mr.   HalUJones 
either  that  day  or  the  next  and  showed  it  to 
him,  and  asked  if    those  were    instructions. 
When  he  is  farther  challenged  by  the  Minister 
to  prove  this  statement,  and  after  a  series  of 
letters  had  passed  between  the  departments, 
what  do  we  find  ?     Mr.  Glasgow  entirely  goes 
haok  from  the  position  he  took  up.      He  says, 
*'  I  believe  that  I  must  accept  the  responsibility, 
sod  whatever  censure  the  Minister  chooses  to 
inflict  on  me."    He  accepts  the  censure.    Why 
ihould  he  if  his  statement  was  correct  ? 
An.  Hon.  Mbubsb. — He  did  wrong. 
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Mr.  MORBISON.—Yes,  he  did  wrong,  and 
he  knew  it.  That  is  a  short  summary  of  the 
case  up  to  this  moment.  Now,  the  Opposition 
Press  and  the  Opposition  speakers  in  this 
House,  and  some  of  my  good  friends  down 
here  who  break  thoir  coti science  every  time 
they  vote  against  tlie  Government,  are  trying 
to  make  out  that  a  master*^  certificate  was 
given  corruptly  by  the  Minister  of  Marine  in 
collusion  with  Captain  Allman.  I  say  this 
argument  falls  to  the  ground  entirely  when 
you  reply  that  the  moment  the  Minister  of 
Marine  knew  that  Captain  Jones  had  received 
a  master's  certificate  on  the  strength  of  the 
rongh  note  he  immediately  demanded  an  ex- 

Slanation  from  the  department  over  which  he 
ad  control.  I  say  if  there  had  been  collusion 
he  would  not  have  demanded  the  explanation. 
I  think  that  is  a  complete  answer  to  that 
point.  And  more  than  that :  The  Crown  was  so 
determined  to  uphold  the  purity  of  the  depart- 
ment so  far  as  it  could  that  it  instituted  pro- 
ceedings at  once  and  took  the  case  into  Court, 
and  took  the  master's  certificate  away  from 
Captain  Jones  which  he  had  fraudulently 
obtained.  That  shown  that,  so  far  as  the  Crown 
is  concerned,  it  is  not  in  the  slightest  degree  to 
blame  in  regard  to  this  alleged  Marine  scandal. 
But  that  is  not  the  point.  The  Opposition 
knows  that  Mininters  are  entirely  innocent  in 
this  matter.  « Why,  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, in  moving  the  amendment  last  night, 
admitted  it  himself. 
An  Hon.  Member.— No. 
Mr.  MORRISON,— But  I  say.  Yes;  and  my 
affirmative  is  as  good  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's negative.  I  say  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  said,  in  moving  the 
amendment,  "I  do  not  for  one  moment  say 
Ministers  have  been  guilty  of  an  offence,  but 
I  say  the  matter  should  be  discussed  by  a 
parliamentary  Committee,  and  we  have  no 
right  to  refer  it  to  a  Royal  Commission."  That 
was  one  of  the  arguments  he  followed  last 
night.  And  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  if  I 
may  be  pardoned  for  Raying  so,  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea— I  shall  never  forget 
him— admit  that  they  were  leading  a  forlorn 
hope.  Why  lead  a  forlorn  hope  ?  Why  waste 
the  time  of  the  House  ?  Why  not  proceed  with 
the  business  of  the  country,  and  allow  this 
matter  to  go  before  the  Royal  Commission,  and 
let  them  examine  into  the  whole  case  and  hear 
the  evidence?  and  it  will  be  time  enoagh  fox 
us  to  decide  the  matter  when  their  report  is 
brought  down.  That  is  the  proper  thing  to  do, 
in  my  opinion.  Or  is  it  a  case  of  what  I  re- 
member the  honourable  member  for  Oamarn 
saying  in  a  debate  —  any  stick  being  good 
enough  to  hit  a  dog  with ;  or  is  it  simply  an 
excuse  to  get  up  a  row  to  waste  the  time  of  the 
House?  I  can  assure  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  the  Opposition  are  not  coming  out  so 
clean  on  this  question  as  they  hoped  some 
months  ago.  The  Opposition  Press  got  hold  of 
a  garbled  idea  of  the  matter  and  put  it  before 
their  readers,  but  the  public  have  been  watohing 
and  criticizing  and  taking  notice,  and  they  now 
know  the  full  details  as  well  as  the  honourable 
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member  for  Patea.  They  know  the  attempt  to 
ooufase  the  publio  mind  with  the  service  cer- 
tificate as  against  the  master's  certificate.  The 
whole  thing  resolves  itself  into  this  :  The  Oppo- 
sition say  Ministers  should  not  interfere  with 
these  matters.  Why,  if  it  had  still  been  in  the 
hands  of  Ministers,  no  certificate  would  have 
been  issued.  But  the  moment  it  was  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  department  this  muddle  took 
place.  In  the  late  proceedings  Mr.  Glasgow 
swears  to  a  certain  thing  in  Court  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea  attached  a  great 
deal  of  importance  to — and  he  has  a  perfect 
light  to.  But  we  aJso  have  the  Minister  of 
Marine  swearing  that  it  is  not  correct,  and  he 
is  prepared  to  submit  himself  before  the  Com- 
mission to  give  evidence.  Who  are  we  going  to 
believe?  The  honourable  member  for  Patea, 
and  also  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  J.  Hutcheson),  prefer  to  believe 
Mr.  Glasgow.  Well,  I,  having  no  bias,  and  a 
stock  of  good  Scotch  common-sense,  am  pre- 
pared to  believe  the  Minister,  especially  when 
his  statement  is  supported  by  documentary 
evidence,  and  when  they  have  not  one  scrap 
or  tittle  to  bring  forward  in  support  of 
Mr.  Glasgow's  statement.  I  hope  the  re- 
sult of  the  inquiry  will  be  final — that  the 
Boyal  Commission  will  be  pushed  on,  and  that 
there  will  be  no  delay  in  the  matter.  I  hope 
before  a  month,  as  the  Premier  stated,  the  evi- 
dence will  be  placed  before  the  House,  and  I 
hope  that  will  conclude  the  matter.  I  should 
like  to  see  the  whole  thing  wound  up.  Last 
year,  if  I  may  be  pardoned  for  making  a  digres- 
sion, I  remember  an  honourable  gentleman  who 
did  the  heavy  tragedian :  to-night  he  did  the 
light  comedian — I  refer  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea,  Mr.  George  Hutchison :  and  I 
remember  how  he  held  up  a  document  with  all 
the  declamatory  power  he  possesses,  and  he 
said,  <*  I  cannot  read  it ;  perhaps  the  honour- 
able and  learned  doctor  may  be  able  to  " ;  and 
he  stated  he  received  the  document  from  a 
Chinese  partner  of  the  right  honourable  and 
learned  doctor.  I  spent  many  a  weary  hour  in 
Committee  examining  into  the  whole  matter 
and  studying  the  evidence,  and  it  was  finally 
brought  out  and  proved  up  to  the  hilt  that  the 
man  who  wrote  this  document  was  the  same  as 
the  man  who  read  it — the  honourable  member 
for  Patea.  What  reliance  can  you  place  on 
charges  that  a  man  of  that  description  brings 
against  a  man  ?  What  is  the  value  of  his 
statements  ?  Nothing,  Sir  ;  aye,  even  less 
than  nothing.  Now  I  will  refer  to  a  few 
statements  made  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. I  will  leave  the  Marine  scandal  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea  alone.  I  have 
given  my  views  on  the  matter :  it  is  for  some 
other  honourable  gentleman  to  give  his  version 
of  it.  1  speak  as  a  strong  party  man,  and  I 
hope  the  whole  circumstances  will  be  inquired 
into,  and  I  am  not  afraid  of  what  the  result 
may  be.  I  feel  confident  that  when  the  whole 
thing  is  wound  up  the  Ministry  will  come  out  of 
it  with  clean  hands.  I  wish  to  refer  to  some- 
thing that  Captain  Russell  said  last  night.  The 
honourable  gentleman  spoke  in  a  very  gentle- 
Mr.  Morrison 


manly  manner  last  night ;  he  is  always  gentle- 
manly, and  even  when  he  tries  to  be  severe  he, 
unfortunately,  cannot  be  so.    It  struck  me,  at 
the  time  the  honourable  gentleman  was  moving 
this  amendment,  to   the    eflfect   that  certoin 
words  should  be  struck  out  of  His  Excellency's 
Address  for  the  purpose  of  substituting  other 
words,  that  Captain  Russell  was  an  officer  of 
the  British  Army,  and  that  he  is  a  brave  soldier, 
and  a  man  who  is   supposed  to  be  up  in  all 
the  tactics  of  warfare.     Well,  I  said  to  myself, 
"  If  I  had  to  serve  as  a  soldier  under  you,  and 
you  showed  the  same  kind  of  strategy  in  the 
field  before  the  enemy  as  you  are  showing  now 
in  this  House  by  your  no-confidence  motions, 
you  would  break  my  heart,  or  the  hearts  of  the 
best  troops  in   the  world."     And  why?    The 
honourable  gentleman  carries  un  a  system  of 
what  you  might  term  guerilla  warfare.    He 
sends  out  a  few  skirmishers,  and  he  has  a  few 
shots  outside  of  the  camp,  but  there  is  no  great 
harm  done.    The  honourable  gentleman  tells 
his  troops  before  they  start,  *'  Well,  I  do  not 
think  we  shall  do  a  great  deal  of  harm  to  the 
enemy,  but  we  will  harass  them  a  little  bit." 
I  do  not  know  but  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man sometimes  uses  blank  ammunition.   Now, 
that  sort  of  work  never  will  succeed,  and,  as  s 
soldier  and  an  Imperial  officer,  why  does  he 
not  stop  these  petty  little  no-confidence  mo- 
tions that  he   is  in  the  habit  of  moving  aeft- 
sion  after  session?     Why  does  he  not  bring 
down  some    bold    forward  policy,   something 
that  a  leader  of  a  Conservative  party  should 
be    able    to   bring    forward?      Let    him    at- 
tack the  centre  of   the  Liberal   camp.     Let 
him  attack  the  Liberal  policy,  and  compare  it 
with  previous  policies,  and  say  that  it  is  no 
good.    Let  him  tell  the  people  of  this  colony 
from  the  platform  that  the  Liberal  policy  is  not 
a  good  one,  and  say,  **  This  is  my  platform,  and 
this  is  my  policy."    Did  he  do  that?    I^o;  be 
has  confined  himself  entirely   to   these  little 
skirmishes.    The  honourable  gentleman  came 
out  in  a  new  role  last  night.     He  charged  the 
Premier  and  the  Liberal  party  with  '*  jumping  " 
his  policy.     Why,  it  is  the  first  time  I  knew 
that    Captain    Russell  had  a   policy  of   any 
description.    I    think    he  delivered  a  speech 
at  Hawera  some  considerable  time  ago,  and  be 
was  then  charged  with  not  bringing  forward  a 
policy,  and    the  honourable   gentleman  said, 
*'  It  is  not  my  duty  to  bring  forward  a  policy; 
it  will  be  time   enough  for  me    to  formulate 
a    policy    and    place    it    before    the    country 
when  I  have  reached  the  Ministerial  benches." 
He   also    said   that   the  present    Government 
never  declared  their   policy  until   after  they 
had    got    there.    Now,  I    say  to    the    leader 
of   the    Opposition  and    the  other  gentlemen 
opposite   that    that  statement    is   not  at  all 
correct.    I  say  that  those  who  remember  tbe 
struggle  in  1890  between   the  two  parties  in 
this  colony  will  recollect  that  Mr.  John  Bal- 
lance,  in  Wanganui,  delivered  a  speech  some  six 
weeks  before  the  election  of  1890,  and  they  will 
remember  also  that  he  stated  that  the  policy  of 
the  then  Opposition   (his  party  were  then  in 
opposition),  if  they  came  into  power,  would  be 
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•so-and-so.  I  think  the  same  policy  wao  out- 
lined by  Mr.  W.  P.  Beeves,  who  is  now  Agent- 
General,  and  I  think  the  same  policy  generally 
was  also  enunciated  on  the  platform  by  Mr. 
-J.  6.  Ward,  and  in  Ohristchurch  by  Mr.  Perce- 
val; and  if  honourable  gentlemen  opposite 
doubt  the  correotness  of  my  statement  I  would 
refer  them  to  the  Lyttelton  Times  and  the  Can- 
terbury Press  of  the  12th  November,  1890,  in 
which  they  will  find  the  whole  policy  stated. 
For  the  purpose  of  settling  this  matter  and 
putting  it  into  Hansard  I  will  quote  what  those 
g«Mtlemen  said.  The  policy  expounded  by  Mr. 
Beevep  and  Mr.  Perceval  is  as  follows: — 

"The  stoppage  of  dummyism ;  the  prevention 
of  land  being  acquired  in  large  holdings ;  the 
resunption  by  the  State,  on  payment  of  fair 
value,  of  any  block  of  land  which  is  urgently 
Rqaired  for  settlement ;  the  minimising  of  the 
cash  sale  system  ;  the  bringing  of  the  perpetual 
lease  into  general  use;    the  carrying-on  of  a 
vigorous  policy  of  land-settlement,  and  the  road- 
ing  of  Crown  lands;  the  discouraging  of  absentee 
landlordism  and    speculative  land- purchases ; 
the  passing  of  Bills  securing  fair  treatment  of 
factorj-hands ;    the  use  of  the  railways  as   a 
means  of  developing  our  farming  and  industrial 
porsnits rather  than  as  a  taxing-machine;  the 
inaagoiation  of  technical  schools ;  and  the  re- 
peal or  amendment  of  the  property  tax." 
An  Hon.  Member. — Whose  speech  is  that  ? 
Mr.  MORRISON.— Mr.  W.  B.  Perceval's.    I 
have  given  an  extract  from  his  speech,  because 
the  policy  then  enunciated  is  given  in  a  more 
concrete   form    than    in    the    speech  of    Mr. 
Ballance  at  Wanganui,  or  the  speeches  of  Mr. 
Ward  and  Mr.  Reeves.    Both  those  gentlemen 
in  their  addresses  outlined  the  principal  pro- 
posals that  I  have  now  extracted.     This  extract 
is  taken  from  the  Lyttelton  Times  of  the  12th 
November.   1890.     I  am  only  showing    that, 
when  Captain    Russell  and  members  of    the 
Opposition  talk  about  it  not  being  their  duty 
to  formulate  their  policy  to  the  country  until 
they  get  to   the  Treasury  benches,   they  are 
not  following  in  the  footsteps  of   the  present 
occupants  of  the  Treasury  benches.     The  pre- 
sent occupants  of  the  Treasury  benches,  as  I 
have  shown,  went  to  the  country  with  a  well- 
defined  forward  policy  in  1890.      Now,  I  say, 
why  do  those  honourable  gentlemen  not  rise  to 
the  occasion?     Why  does  not  Captain  Russell, 
instead  of  going  in  for  all  this  skirmishing  with 
blank  cartridges    in    the    shape    of    no-confi- 
dence motions,  try  to  bring  forward  something 
that  will  convince  the  people  of  the  colony  that 
his  policy  will  be  a  better  one  than  the  policy 
of  the  party  at  present  in  power?    But,  no,  he 
wants  the  colony  simply  to  go    **  blind  '*  and 
"Vote  for  him  and  his  party.     Then,  he   says, 
**  When  I  am  on  the  benches  I  will  tell  you  all 
about  it."     Well,  I  do  not  think  the  colony  in 
1899  is  going  to  be  so  foolish  as  to  do  that. 
Although  we  have  had  all  this  pleading  from 
the  honourable   member  for  Patea,  1  do  not 
think  the  colony  in   1899  is  going  to  be    so 
foolish  as  to   take   Captain    Russell  and   the 
Opposition   party  on  trust.      They  know  too 
much  about  them.    Captain  Russell  also  said 


in  the  North,  '*But  the  Liberal  party  says 
if  we  get  returned  to  power  we — the  Oppo- 
sition— will  repeal  all  the  Liberal  legislation," 
and  he  said,  *'  There  is  not  the  shadow  of 
foundation  for  such  a  statement."  He  says 
that  the  legislation  now  on  the  statute-book 
will  be  allowed  to  remain.  Then,  I  ask,  what 
has  been  the  meaning  of  all  the  stonewalls,  and 
of  all  the  scenes  we  have  witnessed  in  this 
House  during  the  last  nine  years?  What  has 
been  the  reason  for  the  delays  we  have  had  in 
getting  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  placed 
on  the  statute  book,  and  in  getting  the 
advances -to -settlers  policy  placed  on  the 
statute-book,  or  the  old-age  pensions  scheme 
placed  on  the  statute-book?  Why  was  the 
passing  of  the  Industrial  Conciliation  and 
Arbitration  Act  so  delayed  and  blocked  if  these 
measures  are  not  to  be  repealed  ?  We  found 
that  line  by  line,  word  by  word,  night  and  day 
for  weeks  at  a  time,  these  measures  were 
blocked  by  the  Opposition  ;  yet  they  now  turn 
round  and  say,  *'  If  you  only  put  us  on  the 
Ministerial  benches  we  will  swallow  the  lot." 
I  think,  Sir,  the  country  is  getting  too  well  edu- 
cated to  be  caught  by  claptrap  of  that  descrip- 
tion. Although  I  differ  from  them,  I  say  the 
Conservative  party  have  got  a  splendid  record  in 
the  Old  Country,  and,  even  in  this  colony,  I  say, 
if  they  were  worth  their  salt,  they  would  surely 
make  some  attempt  to  formulate  a  liberal 
policy  and  to  place  it  before  the  country.  But 
they  cannot  do  it.  They  can  only  get  up  at- 
tacks in  regard  to  such  petty  questions  &a  the 
appointment  of  the  Serjeant  -  at  -  Arms,  the 
Marine  scandal,  the  appomtment  of  a  messen- 
ger, and  the  erection  of  the  Parliamentary 
Buildings.  They  get  up  no-confidence  motions 
on  such  paltry  matters  as  these.  And  let 
me  here  point  out  the  action  taken  by  Cap- 
tain Russell  last  session  in  connection  with 
the  Parliamentary  Buildings.  First  of  all, 
in  the  earlier  portion  of  the  session  he  moved 
a  motion  of  no  confidence  in  the  Qovernment 
because  they  had  exceeded  the  vote  that  was 
set  apart  for  the  Parliamentary  Buildings 
by  incurring  certain  liabilities.  This  was 
fought  out  for  several  days  ;  and  yet  before  we 
ended  the  ses*^ion  what  did  we  find  ?  Why, 
later  on  they  brought  forward  an  amendment 
in  the  financial  debate  as  a  no-confidence 
motion,  to  this  efiect :  that  the  Government 
were  to  be  ousted  because  they  had  not  spent 
sufficient.  In  the  first  place  they  blamed  the 
Government  because  they  had  exceeded  the 
vote,  and  in  the  next  place  they  find  fault  with 
them  for  not  exceeding  the  vote.  The  fact  of 
the  matter  is.  Sir,  to  put  it  plainly,  that  the 
Opposition  are  at  their  wits*  end  to  find  some- 
thing to  attack  in  the  present  administration. 
They  realise  that  as  a  party  they  are  played 
out,  and  can  find  nothing  else  to  find  fault  with 
but  these  **  tin-pot "  motions  of  want  of  con- 
fidence. Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  went 
on  to  the  subject  of  the  railways,  and  I  was 
really  surprised  at  his  remarks,  and  I  felt 
that"  if  we  could  only  collect  the  railway 
servants  of  the  colony  in  this  building  to 
listen  to  his  remarks  whilst  he  was  speaking 
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OD  railway  matters  they  would  give  him  a 
yery  lively  time.  Why,  Sir,  the  railways  of 
this  colony — and  I  speak  with  seme  knowledge 
of  this  matter — were  never  better  managed 
than  they  are  at  the  present  moment,  and  as 
they  have  been  for  a  series  of  years  past. 
Since  this  Government  took  control  of  the  rail- 
ways and  abolifihed  the  Railway  Gommishioners 
every  branch  of  the  service  has  very  much 
improved — the  roUing-Etock  is  very  much  more 
carefully  attended  to,  and  the  permanent-way 
is  in  a  much  better  condition ;  the  bridges 
have  been  strengthened,  and  the  traffic  on  our 
lines  has  increased  by  50  per  cent.  And  we 
have  made  large  reductions  also  to  the  people 
who  use  our  railways.  And  with  all  they  are 
paying  us  over  8  per  cent,  on  our  money.  And 
yet  in  the  face  of  facts  like  these  Captain 
Itussell  will  stand  up  and  say  that  our  rail- 
ways are  mismanaged,  and  that  the  Railway 
Department  and  the  railway  officials  are  actu- 
ally paying  a  dividend  out  of  borrowed  money. 
Well,  that  is  a  very  foolish  statement,  and  I 
know  perfectly  well,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man \>as  challenged  to  prove  his  wordn,  he 
could  not  prove  one  single  iota  of  them.  Why, 
the  fact  is  that  at  the  present  moment  largo 
sums  of  money  are  annually  being  expended 
out  of  Revenue  Account  for  permanent  works 
which,  I  maintain,  should  be  made  out  of 
borrowed  money.  Look  at  the  fl  msy  state  of 
the  railways  and  of  the  stock  when  they  were 
handed  over  to  the  Government  when  they 
took  charge  in  1894.  Nearly  all  that  stock  has 
been  renewed.  There  were  certain  engines  that 
had  been  running  for  twenty-one  or  twenty- 
two  years,  and  what  was  the  result?  Why, 
like  the  Dutchman's  watch,  they  had  to  be 
entirely  renewed  by  the  insides  being  taken  out 
and  built  up  again.  All  this  has  been  done  out 
of  revenue.  Not  one  shillirg's  worth  of  the 
repairs  and  renewals  has  been  done  with  bor- 
rowed money.  The  borrowed  money  has 
simply  gone  for  new  work,  new  wagons,  new 
rolling-stock  of  all  descriptions ;  and  one  is 
really  surprised  that  a  gentleman  holding  the 
position  of  leader  of  the  Opposition  is  not 
more  careful  of  his  facts.  Wnen  he  stands  up 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  and  makes  statements 
of  that  description  he  surely  must  realise  that 
it  must  do  him  a  great  deal  of  damage  through- 
out the  country.  The  railway  servants  them- 
selves know  better,  and  they  number  over  5,000  ; 
and  when  they  hear  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion or  any  Opposition  speaker  making  damag- 
ing statements  of  that  description,  what  do 
they  think  of  them?  They  say  there  is  not  a 
word  of  truth  in  them,  and  they  apply  the 
same  rule  to  all  his  statements,  and  bay  you 
cannot  believe  a  word  he  says.  They  will  say, 
<*  Look  at  what  he  says  about  the  railways,  for 
instance,  and  we  know  better."  That  is  how 
this  kind  of  thing  is  reacting  against  their  own 
selves.  We  had  also  some  remarks  from  the 
honourable  gentleman  about  the  prosperity 
of  the  colony,  and  he  said  the  poor  work- 
ing-men of  this  colony  were  muoh  better 
off  a  few  years  ago  than  they  are  at  the  pre- 
sent moment — that  their  ^wages  were  higher, 
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and  that    they  were  in  a  more   secure    posi- 
tion.      I   do   not  know   whether   to  take   the 
honourable  gentleman  seriouf-ly  or  not  when  ho 
makes  such  statements.      I   really    begin    to 
think  that  he  cannot  be  in   touch  with   the 
colony  at  all.      He  does  not  seem  to  know  a 
single  thing  about  the  colony  when  he  makes 
such    statements.      The  colony  was  never  in 
a  more  prosperous  or  sounder  pobition  than 
at  the  present  moment — certainly  not  daring 
the  last  twenty- five  years.     I  believe  it  is  even 
in  a  better  position  now  than  it  was  during  the 
big    boom,   when    we    were   spending    money 
lavishly  and  had  the  use  of  so  much  borrowed 
money.     At  the  present  moment  there  are  very 
few  men  out  of  work,  and  they  are  all  pretty 
comfortable  ;  and  in  the  commercial  classes  of 
business  everything  seems  to  be  going  ahead  ; 
and  when  Captain  Russell   comes  along  with 
the  statement  that  the  working-men  of    this 
colony  at  the  present  moment  are  not  in  as 
comfortable  a  position  as  they  were  a  few  years 
ago,  I  say  it  is  one  of  those  things  that  I  am 
not  prepared  to  accept  C<iptain  liussell  as  an 
authority  upon.    Then,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man found  fault  with  tiie  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  Miliar)  when  he  complimented  ths 
Guvernment  on  tbe  labour  legislation  that  they 
had  introduced  and  passed.     Captain  RusseU 
sa>s  that  it  was  his  Government  that  intro- 
duced   all    these    labour    measures    in  1890, 
but   the   present   Premier  and   his  supporter* 
opposed  them.     What  stuff !     Yes,  introdaoad 
them  as    a    kind    of    stalking-horse    in  front 
of  the  pending  general  election.     That  is  how 
they  were  introduced.    Tuey  were  only  brought 
in  so  that  the  party  could  go  to  the  country 
and  pretend  that  was   ^\llat   they  were   going 
to  do  for  the  working-people.     Tnere  was  at  the 
time  a  great  agitation   spreading   throughout 
the  country,  and  the  people  were  very  much 
dissatibfied  with  the  treatment  they  were  re- 
ceiving from   the  Government ;  and  then  this 
Conservative  Government,  in  order  to  placate 
the  workers  on  the  eve  of  the  general  election, 
introduced  some  measures  which  in  their  own 
hearts  they  did  not  want  to  (ass,  and  never 
tri6d   to  pass,   but    which    they    put   forward 
simply  as  a  stalking-horse,  thinking  it   would 
induce  the  people  to  put  them  in  power  again. 
But  the  people  were  too   wise  for  that.    The 
people  in  1890  knew  all  the  Conservative  Go- 
vernment had  done  for  them.    They  had  just 
come  through  the  huge  maritime  strike,  where 
the  ConservativbS  used  all  their  political  power 
and  all  the  patronage  that  they  had  for  the 
purpose  of  crushing  that  strike.     And  in  con- 
nection with  that  let  me  here  say  in  passing 
that,   as  you  may    remember,   in    1890  there 
was  some  difficulty  in  getting  men — specially 
in    connection    with    the    Union    Company's 
steamers — to   take    the    place    of    those    wh» 
were  out  on  strike.    You  remember  that  they 
took  lads  from  the  farms— they  took  people  of 
every  description,  picking  them  off  the  whari^ 
and  everywhere  they  could  get  them.    They 
were  known  as  blacklegs — a  very  undoeirahl* 
class  in  any  community.     Sometimes  the  Con- 
servatives try  to  use  this  class,  and  they  do  iia» 
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them  in  einerg'!ncie3.    Bat  did  we  hear  a  word 
from  any  of  ttiese  high-siiuled  gentlemen  about 
the  great   dangers  that  the   travelling  public 
were  placed   in   through   the  employment  on 
passenger- ves^Is  of  people    who  could  not,  if 
the  necdssity  liad  arisen,  lower  a  b3at  to  Rave 
their  lives?     And  yet  now  they  are   makiog 
all  this  noise  about  Captain  Jjnes  getting  a 
master's  certifica'e  for  the  purpose  of  runuing 
a  little  st?a  ner  around  this  harbour.     I  reckon 
that  Captain    Jones    knows    every  nook   and 
oorner  of  t'lis  harbour  far  better  than  any  of 
the  captains  whom  tSe  Union  Company  employ. 
Bat,  Sir,  I  was  referring  more  particularly  to 
the  labour  legislation   which  the  Conservative 
Governmeiit   introduced   in  1890  for  the  pur- 
pose, as  I   say,  of   capturing   the    next  elec- 
K/v      tion.     But   the  election  went  against 
'  '     them ;     the    elections    of    1893  went 
ftgainst  them,  and  the  elections  of  1896  went 
against  them ;     and,   although    I   am    not   a 
prophet  or  the  n-^n  of  a  prophet,   still   I  am 
prepared  to  stake  my  existence  that  the  elec- 
tions of  1899  will  g)  against  them.    And  they 
know  it.    Misery  and  defe>it  are  written  upon 
«very  line  of    t'lese    hoMOurable   gentlemen's 
coanten&nc- 8 ;     they  cannot  help   showing   it 
in  every  itentence   th\t  falls  from   their  lips 
wfaeoever  they  appear  before  the  people  :  an  i  I 
eaj  they  are  going  to  be  defeated  in  1899.     And 
why"    I  will  tell  you  why:  because  the  people 
Arebeginni'ig  to  think  for  themselves;  and,  be- 
lieve me,  tliey  are  doing  a  1  )t  of  hard  thinking 
at  prestrnt.     And  if  the  Liberal  party  is  ever 
going  to  l>e  onsud  from  thene  benches  the  only 
fection  of  the  community  that  will  oust  them 
will  be  the  young  men  and  }0ung  women  who 
are  now  gio^vini;  up  in  this  colony,  who  have 
forgotten,  if  tliey  ever  knew,  where  the  shoe 
pinched.     But  their  fii'lier.-i  and  mothers  will 
never   forget    ihd    Con.servative   party  for  the 
treatmet  t  fiey  meted  out  to  the  people,  par- 
ticularly during   the  last   three   yearn   during 
'Which  they   were  in    oiBce  ;    and    fathers  and 
mothers  will  try  and  inculcate  tVe<e  ideas  in 
their  sons  aii'l  daughters.    They  will  endeavour 
to  pref^ervQ  Liberalism  in  this  colony  ;  and  if 
the  Liberal  p  vrty  goes  on  as  it  is  doing  I  do  not 
know  when  >oa  will  get  them  oS  the  Ministerial 
benche'<.     Tn**  Conservative  party  will  not  get 
backagain— ableast,noton  the  old  Conservative 
lines.    If  tiey  continue  to  follow  on  the  oil 
non-progn  S'ive  line'4  they  wil  find  themselves 
drifting  lilcH  ko  many  political  '*  Perth.'^hires  " 
— wandfiiii^  at  la  ge  over  the  ocean  of  politics, 
nnable  to  Hiecr  any  definite  course.     I  am  satis- 
fied, as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  that  we  know 
exactly  wntre  we   are  going,   and  the  I.vbonr 
party  known  w*>ere  we  are  going,  in  spite  of  the 
severe  criti<-i-»in   coming  from  some   HO-called 
labour  members  wit.h  regarel  to  this  Govern- 
ment.    1  am  a  representative  of  labour.     I  have 
been  a  liar  1- working  man  myself,  and  I  have 
been  anBoci  tted  with  workmg-inen,  and  nine- 
teen out  of  every  twenty  of  them  reci  gnise  the 
great  service  this  Giivernment  has  rendrred  in 
the  past.     And  I  assure  you  the  working-man  is 
not  alwivs   ungrateful.     Tnere  may  be   some 
*who  are,  bat  they  are  not  all  ungrateful,  and  I 


prophesy  a  long  and  prosperous  career  for  tha 
present  Ministry  so  long  as  they  keep  on  a  well- 
defiaed  course,  and  steer  on  the  same  progressive 
lincjt  they  have  been  travelling  during  the  last 
few  years.  There  was  one  amusing  feature  in 
Captain  BusselTs  speech  last  night — and  I 
am  sorry  Mr.  Hogg  is  absent  now,  because  I 
was  going  to  pay  my  friend  a  compliment. 
Caotain  Ku-SiU  said  the  Government  in  their 
a  Idress  had  stolen  the  policy  of  the  Opposition 
in  connection  with  the  reduction  of  the  interest 
under  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act.  There  was 
not  a  shadow  of  a  smile  on  his  face  when  he 
said  that— he  was  quite  serious.  I  looked  at 
him  very  hard  to  see  if  he  really  meant  it,  and 
to  my  surprise  be  did  look  as  if  he  meant 
it;  he  seemed  to  be  quite  serious.  One  can 
tell  a  story  so  often  that  one  begins  to  imagine 
it  is  the  truth.  He  says  that  the  Premier  or 
the  Government  have  "jumped"  his  claim  by 
taking  this  particular  point  up.  Why,  Sir,  it 
was  Mr.  Hogg  who,  in  his  speeches,  and  in 
questions  on  tae  Ord  r  Paper,  insisted  that  the 
Gjvernment  should  now,  in  the  face  of  the  fall 
in  interest,  reduce  the  interest  rate  paid  under 
the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act.  He  has  done 
that,  to  my  certain  knov> ledge,  for  the  last  couple 
of  year-i,  and  yet  Captain  Russell  comes  over 
and  steals  the  poor  clothes  that  belong  to  Mr. 
Hog/,  puts  them  on,  turns  round,  and  lashea 
the  Givernment  and  tells  them  they  have 
stolen  his  clothes. 

Mr.  SKDDON.— I  could  not  get  into  them. 

Mr.  MO  KR I  SON. — I  do  not  imagine  you 
could;  and  you  would  not  feel  comfortable  if 
you  could.  The  Government  propose  to  ex- 
tend the  provisions  of  that  Act  to  urban  and 
suburban  properties.  I  think  that  a  step  in 
the  right  direction.  We  know  perfectly  well 
that  ill  some  of  the  larga  cities  and  country 
villages  men  unfortunately  sometimes  have  to 
borrow  money  on  the  strength  of  their  little 
homes ;  and  why  these  men  should  be  compelled 
to  put  themselves  into  the  hands  of  lawyers, 
and  pay  them  exorbitant  fees  and  high  ratea 
of  interest,  and  not  get  the  eid vantage  of  the 
Aid  t)  Settler.^  Act,  is  one  of  those  thidgs  I 
cannot  understand.  The  whole  credit  of  the 
colony  has  been  pledged  to  borrow  the  money. 
That  money  was  borrowed  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  rural  class,  which  ought  to  be  en- 
courage 1  by  every  section  in  the  House.  I 
do  not  wish  to  do  anything  to  harm  country 
settlers,  but  I  am  glad  that  urban  and  suburban 
settlers  are  to  get  an.  opportunity  of  taking 
a  Wantage  of  the  Act,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  that 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  has  outlined  in 
his  Sp  ech  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  bring  in  a  Bill  in  this  direction. 
As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  it  will  receive  my 
cordial  support  in  its  passage  through  the  House. 
There  was  one  other  rather  amusing  feature 
in  Captain  Russell's  speech  —  the  charge  of 
putting  on  paid  canvassers  to  canvass  for  votes, 
and  that  they  only  canvassed  in  the  Govern- 
ment  interest.  That  statement,  Sir,  is  not 
correct ;  the  Government  never  did  anything  of 
the  kind.  They  have  never  done  it  in  the  past, 
nor  are    they  doing  it  at  present.    It  ia  the 
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Registrars  at  the  various  places  that  appoint 
these  canvassers  to  go  about  and  see  if  every 
person  is  on  the  roll.  Bat  I  am  afraid  that 
Captain  Russell,  in  making  this  statement,  was 
judging  us  by  his  own  standard — by  the  action 
of  some  of  his  own  supporters.  I  refer  to  a 
case  that  occurred,  I  think,  in  Hawke's  Bay — 
it  is  reported  in  the  Hawke's  Bay  Herald  of  the 
9th  January,  1897 — where  a  Mr.  Adeane,  secre- 
tary to  Mr.  R.  D.  D.  McLean's  election  com- 
mittee, was  fined  £10  for  putting  people  on  the 
roll  in  Hawke's  Bay  improperly;  so  I  am  afraid 
Captain  Russell  is  judging  us  by  his  own  party. 
Mr.  Adeane  was  secretary  to  Mr.  McLean's 
election  committee,  and  he  was  fined  £10  at 
Napier  for  attaching  men's  names  to  rolls 
without  their  signing  the  forms.  He  did  the 
lot,  and  it  was  brought  out  in  evidence. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — It  is  done  every  day. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— No ;  they  do  not  do  it  at 
Caversham,  whatever  they  may  do  at  Palmers- 
ton.  He  was  fined  £10  for  doing  this,  and  it 
was  actually  brought  out  in  evidence  that  re- 
sidents of  Gisborne  were  put  on  the  Napier 
electoral  roll.  Now,  perhaps  Captain  Russell 
was  judging  us  by  the  action  of  some  of  his 
supporters.  That  is  the  method  they  adopt.  I 
know  for  a  positive  fact  that  members  of  my 
own  constituency  have  filled  up  papers  and 
handed  them  to  certain  gentlemen  who  were 
touting  and  canvassing  for  my  opponent, 
and,  strange  to  say,  they  never  got  to  the 
Registrar's  office.  They  had  disappeared ;  they 
were  not  to  be  found  in  the  Registrar's 
office.  That  is  what  happened  in  my  own 
electorate.  I  do  not  say  those  honourable 
gentlemen  would  do  such  a  thing,  but  it  is 
wonderful  how  these  papers  always  get  lost. 
I  have  just  had  pUced  in  my  hands,  Sir,  an 
official  document,  dated  Srd  May,  1880,  from 
the  Colonial  Secretary's  office.  It  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

**  Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Wellington,  Srd  May,  1880. 

"  SiB,— I  have  the  honour,  by  direction  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  to  request  ycur  particular 
attention  to  the  following  provision,  to  be  found 
in  section  6  of  *  The  Registration  of  Electors 
Act,  1879':  'It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every 
Registrar  to  make  the  rolls  as  complete  as  pos- 
sible, and,  with  that  object,  from  time  to  time 
to  place  thereon  or  add  thereto  the  name  of 
every  person  of  whose  qualification  as  an  elec- 
tor he  is  satisfied ;  and  it  shall  further  be  his 
duty  to  assure  himself  of  the  right  of  every 
man  to  have  his  name  retained  on  the  roll.' 

"  I  am  to  impress  upon  you  that  this  pro- 
vision is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  was 
cleArly  intended  by  the  Legislature  to  expedite 
the  preparation  of  the  electoral  rolls,  and  to 
make  these  rolls,  when  compiled,  as  complete 
as  posnible.  It  is  therefore  the  duty  of  each 
Registrar  not  only  to  receive  such  applications 
for  registration  as  may  be  ma^e  under  the  7th 
clause,  but  himself  to  place  on  the  roll  the 
name  of  every  person  of  whose  qualification  he 
has  any  means,  by  inquiry  through  the  police, 
or  otherwise,  of  satisfying  himself.  It  is  for 
this,  among  other  reasons,  that  the  police  have 
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been  instructed  to  afford  to  the  Registrars  every 
assistance  in  their  power.  You  will  bear  in 
mind  that  Registrars  will  not  have  fulfilled 
their  duty  unless  they  have  made  the  new  rolls 
as  complete  and,  at  the  same  time,  as  aooorate 
as  possible. — I  have,  &c.,      "6.  S.  Goopeb." 

Honourable  members  will  remember  this 
was  during  Sir  John  Hall's  administration. 
So  much  for  purity.  It  seems  that  it  is  the 
old  story,  "One  man  may  steal  a  horse,  and 
another  man  may  not  look  over  the  hedge." 
Now,  Sir,  my  time  is  drawing  to  a  close,  bat  I 
should  like  to  say  this :  There  was  one  point 
raised  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  last 
night  in  connection  with  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Manawatu  on  the  sub- 
ject of  old-age  pensions.  I  did  not  like  the 
sneering  manner  in  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  referred  to  the  matter.  I  have 
taken  some  considerable  interest  in  the  qnes- 
tion.  It  certainly  has  been  approved  by  the 
country,  and  I  believe  if  there  is  one  thing 
more  than  another  that  will  be  the  means  of 
returning  the  Government  to  power  it  will  be 
the  Old-age  Pensions  Act  of  last  session.  Bat 
what  I  want  to  bring  out  is  this  :  that  all  those 
honourable  gentlemen  from  their  places  on  the 
public  platform  have  stated  that  they  approved 
of  the  principle  of  the  Old  age  Pensions  Act, 
but  there  were  some  of  the  details  they  did  not 
approve  of.  It  reminded  me,  Sir,  of  an  inci- 
dent in  one  of  Dickens's  works — I  think  it  was 
in  *'  Dombey  and  Son."  There  is  a  charactei 
called  Bob,  the  Grinder.  He  was  rather  a  good- 
looking  fellow,  and  there  was  an  old  lady  who 
would  persist  in  persecuting  him  in  a  veiy 
endearing  manner.  At  last  he  was  peraecated 
to  such  an  extent  that  he  burst  oat  in  ft 
moment  of  irritation  with,  "  Why  cannot  yoa 
love  a  cove  without  a-squeezing  and  throttling 
him  to  death."  Sir,  the  Opposition  showed 
their  great  appreciation  of  the  Old  -  age  Pen- 
sions Bill  by  attempting  to  squeeze  ftQ^ 
throttle  it  out  of  existence.  It  was  not  (heic 
fault  that  the  Bill  was  not  killed  last  year  in 
Committee ;  but,  now  that  they  know  it  has 
caught  on,  they  stand  on  the  public  platform 
and  say,  *'  We  approve  of  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  and  we  would  not  repeal  it;  it  is  only 
>-ome  of  the  details  from  which  we  differ." 
Now,  I  hope  they  will  net  play  off  emy  of  tbit 
'*  gag  "  in  this  House.  We  know  too  much  for 
that.  We  know  their  attitude  in  connection 
with  this  question.  The  country  thoroughly 
understood  their  attitude  towards  the  Bill  Is^^ 
year;  and  the  country,  in  my  opinion,  i^ 
November  or  December  of  this  year,  will  show 
how  it  appreciated  their  efforts  in  connection 
with  the  old-age  pensions  scheme. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  rBruce).— Mr.  Speaker,  during 
the  course  of  tlje  honourable  gentleman's 
speech  he  was  supplied  with  pabulum  by  the 
Premier. 

An  Hon.  MESfBEB. — No. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— I  saw  it  twice,  and  it  ma/ 
have  been  half  a  dozen  times. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Ouce. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— I  should  like  to  recommend 
him,  if  he  docs  get  pabulum  from  the  Premier 
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agaio,  to  get  it  before  he  makes  hin  spec  cb,  and 
that  he  should  read  and  digest  it  beforehand. 
What  the  honourable  gentleman  read  in  con- 
oeotion    with    instructions    to    Registrars    of 
Electors  was  nothing  but  what  was  in  accord- 
ance with  law,  and  it  was  what  the  law  re- 
quired should  be  done.      Does   the   law  say 
anjthiDg  about  employing  individuals  to  go 
round  and  canvass  each  house  or  a  portion  only 
of  an  electorate  to  place  persons  on  the  elec- 
toral roll  ?    Let  me  relate  my  own  experience. 
An  individual  came  to  my  house  in  my  absence 
quite  lately,  in  Dunedin.    My  wife  was  there, 
and  she  rang  me  up  on  the  telephone  at  my 
office,    saying,    "  Somebody    has    come    here 
wanting  to  put  people  on  the  roll."    I  replied, 
"Ask  him   who  sent  him  there."    The  reply 
was,  "  He  was  instructed  to  come  here  by  the 
Government." 
Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Registrar. 
Mr.  J.  ALLEN. — The  reply  the  man  made 
was  as  I  stated.    I  then  asked  that  the  man 
might  speak   to   me  through    the   telephone. 
The  man  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
me  through  the  telephone.    I  rang  back  to  say 
that  I  should  be  there  in  a  few  minutes  ;  but 
when  I  reached  home  he  had  disappeared.     I 
saw  him  afterwards,  and  had  a  few  words  with 
him.    Now,  one  other  point  with  regard  to  this 
regislration  of  electors :  I  do  not  know  whether 
a  lioose  to-house   canvass  hus  been  made  in 
Dunedin,  but  I  know  that  in  my  own  electorate 
there  has  been  no  house-to-house  canvass.    My 
grievance  is    that  a  man  is  instructed  to  go 
through  a  portion  of  an  electorate.     I  do  not 
say  that  in  all   cases  the  work  is  being  done 
unfairly.    I  believe  in  some  cases  those  who 
canvass  the  electors  are  doing  their  work  fairly 
and  honestly,  and  are  not  placed  there  by  the 
Registrar  of  Electors  because  they  are  Minis- 
terial supporters.     Then,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber was  supplied  with  more  pabulum  by  the 
Premier.    The  honourable  gentleman  read  an 
extract  from  Todd  as  to  the  powers  of  a  Royal 
Commission  to  inquire  into  any  departmental 
affair.    That,  Sir,  referred  to  a  Royal  Com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  administration  of  a 
department,  but   the  extract  read  from  Todd 
did  not  include  inquiry  into  Ministerial  con- 
duct.   On  the  contrary,  it  was  with  reference 
to  a  departmental   inquiry,  the  report  to  be 
made  to  the  Minister.    Now,  if  he  wants  Todd 
here  it  in,  at  page  67. 
Mr.  MORRISON.— Mine  was  at  page  95. 
Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— It  may  be  98,  for   all  I 
care;  but  Todd's   ** Principles  of  Parliament- 
uy  Government "  does   not    change.      Todd 
lays:— 

"Wherever  parliamentary  government  has 
been  establiahed,  the  determination  of  all  poli- 
tical and  party  questions,  and  the  adjudication 
upon  complaints  against  the  existing  Adminis- 
tration, should  be  roRcrved  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Legislature  in  Parliament  as- 
sembled. 

"Complaints  asainst  Ministers  of  the  Grown, 
on  matters  affictii  g  the  performance  of  their 
public  duty,  sliould  be  formulated  in  confor- 
mity with  the  ordinary  rules  of  parliamentary 


procedure,  and  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  local  Parliament  at  the  first  available 
opportunity,  when  they  can  be  regularly  in- 
vestigated and  decided  upon  in  accordance  with 
the  usages  of  the  Constitution." 

What  more  does  the   honourable    member 
want? 

Mr.  MORRISON.— There  is  nothing  formu- 
lated in  this  case. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN. — No ;  but  there  ought  to  be. 
Nothing  has  been  formulated  but  the  Royal 
Commission.  We  understood  when  the  Pre- 
mier made  his  statement  that  the  scope  of  the 
Royal  Commission  had  been  formulated,  but 
we  cannot  get  it,  unfortunately.  That  is  why 
we  complain.  Our  power  has  been  taken  from 
our  hands  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  Royal 
Commission.  Then,  Sir,  I  think  the  honour- 
able member  who  leads  this  Houfie  ought  not 
to  be  extremely  thankful  to  the  member  who 
last  spoke — the  honourable  member  for  Caver- 
sham.  The  honourable  member  has  been  giving 
us  some  support — in  fact,  a  good  deal  of  sup- 
port— in  our  contention  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  in  this  Marine  scandal  that  Parliament 
ought  to  inquire  into.  I  am  going  to  show  him 
an  instance.  He  stated  to  us,  first  of  all,  that 
he  was  satisfied  there  was  a  conspiracy  between 
Gnptain  Jones  and  Captain  Yon  Schoen.  He 
was  also  satisfied,  he  said,  that  there  was  no 
conspiracy  so  far  as  the  Minister  of  Marine 
was  concerned.  We  are  not  so  satisfied  by  any 
means,  and  we  want  that  inquired  into ;  and  we 
say  that  the  Commission  set  up  cannot  properly 
inquire  into  it,  and  we  want  it  fought  out  in 
the  House,  which  is  the  proper  place,  as  Todd 
says.  Then,  again,  the  honourable  member 
gave  us  information  that  he  had  gathered 
from  the  Premier.  Sir,  I  understood  this  con- 
spiracy started  in  the  year  1697.  I  am  in- 
formed now,  and  I  wish  the  House  to  know  it, 
that,  according  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Caversham,  the  conspiracy  started  in  the  year 
1895.  He  said  that  Jones  and  his  friends  at 
that  date  were  advocating  for  this  service  certifi- 
cate. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  said  soliciting  it. 

Mr.  J.  .\LLP:N.— What  is  the  difference? 
Well,  the  honourable  member  told  us  that 
Jones  and  his  friends,  in  1805,  wore  soliciting 
this  service  certifioate  ;  so  that  the  conspiracy 
was  of  considerable  duration.  Then,  Sir,  he 
gave  us  some  further  support  in  regard  to  our 
contention  when  he  said — and  I  preRume  he 
was  speaking  with  authority — that  the  Pre- 
mier said,  with  regard  to  these  statements  of 
service  of  Captain  Jones,  "Make  an  afiidavit 
that  thoHo  statements  you  have  written  are 
correct." 

Mr.  SEDDON. -I  said,  "Prove  the  state- 
mpnts."  If  proved,  then  by  law  the  certificate 
was  entitled  to  be  issiied. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN. — No,  no ;  it  was  not  "  Prove 
it,"  it  was  *'  Make  an  afiidavit "  ;  and  yet  these 
documents  were  submitted  to  the  department. 
A  departmental  inquiry  had  been  held  about 
them,  and  the  department  had  reported  that 
Jones  had  not  service  qualification.  Yet,  in 
spite  of  the  departmental  report,  which  he  had 
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no  right  to  refuse  to  believe,  he  says,  "  Yea 
make  an  affidavir,  rightly  or  wrongly ;  it  may  be 
untrue  if  you  like  ;  I  will  take  it  ao  long  as  I 
get  an  affidavit."  Now,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Cavereliam  is  dislreesed  that  the  plas- 
ticity of  the  Minister  of  Marine  was  only  a 
three-monthly  one.  Ha  said  three  months 
elapsed  botween  the  t  me  the  telegram  was 
received  from  the  Premier  by  the  Minister  of 
Marine  and  the  time  the  examination  of  Cap- 
tain Jones  was  au^^ionsed  to  take  place.  Sir, 
I  think  six  nioniira  would  have  been  a  short 
time.  But,  Sir,  why  was  there  any  plasticity 
at  all?  Why  did  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  in  view  cf  tliis  telegram,  depart  from 
what  he  knew  v^aa  the  right  course?  He  knew 
the  right  orurse  was  to  refuse  a  permit  to 
Captain  Jones. 

An  Hon.  Membkb.— So  he  did. 

Mr.  J.  ALLKN.— There  is  a  good  deal  of 
difference  of  opinion  about  that.  But,  Sir,  he 
does  not  do  that.  It  cnly  takes  him  three 
months  to  fix  the  whole  thiug  up,  and  write  the 
instruction  for  Captain  Jones's  examination — 
an  instruction  which  really  did  allow  this  ex- 
\mination  to  take  place.  Then,  the  honour- 
able memb<  r  says  that  as  soon  as  the  Minister 
of  Marine  heard  of  Jones  having  fraudulently 
obtained  the  certificate  he  ordered  an  inquiry. 
When  did  he  hear  of  it?  He  heard  of  it  when 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  J.  Hutcheson)  stated  it  in  the  House, 
xs  that  the  first  time  ho  heard  about  it  ?  That 
is  a  matter  of  inquiry  for  the  House  ;  we  ought 
to  know  somi  thing  more  about  it  than  we  know 
at  present.  It  matters  very  little  if  it  was  the 
first  time  he  heard  of  it.  If  it  was  the  first 
time  he  Ik  anl  of  it,  all  I  can  say  is  that  the 
management  of  his  department  must  be  in  an 
extremely  bad  state.  If  it  is  possible  for  a 
thing  of  this  kind  to  take  place  without  the 
Minister  having  any  knowledge  of  it  until  it 
is  brought  before  him  by  a  member  of  the 
House,  that  Minister  does  not  do  his  work, 
and  the  department  muBt  be  extremely  badly 
managed  ;  and,  if  the  Premier  chooses  to 
make  such  a  thing  a  motion  of  want  of  confi- 
dence, I  say  we  cannot  have  any  confidence  in 
a  Minister  who  has  managed  his  department 
in  so  negligent  a  way  tiiat  he  does  not  even 
know  of  such  an  irregularity  until  informed  by 
a  member  of  the  House.  Tuen,  Sir,  the  honour- 
able member  pays  that  the  Minister  swore  on 
oath  that  Mr.  Glasgow,  in  giving  his  evidence 
upon  oath,  gave  evidence  which  was  not  cor- 
rect. Sir,  w has  can  we  believe?  Did  the  Minis- 
ter swear  thnt  on  oath  ?  I  cannot  find  it  any- 
where. I  can  find  in  the  evidence  that  he  for- 
got, or  could  not  recolUct,  when  Mr.  Glasgow 
came  and  had  the  interview  with  him ;  but  I 
find  no  deninl  of  it,  and  I  challenge  the  Minister 
to  make  a  denial  in  the  House  that  Mr.  Glasgow 
is  not  correct.  I  challenge  him  now  to  corro- 
borate tht)  statement  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Caversham  that  he,  the  Minister 
of  Marine,  is  prepared  to  deny  Mr.  Glasgow's 
evidence  made  on  oath.  He  has  an  opportunity 
in  the  House  now  in  his  speech,  and  let  him 
do  it. 

Afr.  J,  Allen 


Mr.  HALL-JONES.— I  did  it  in  Court. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— No,  you  did  not  in  ths 
Court,  BO  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  and  I  havs 
searched  the  reports  of  the  case.  You  did  not 
say  Mr.  Glasgow  was  not  giving  correct  evi- 
dence ;  you  said  you  could  not  recollect. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Mr.  Glasgow  himself  could 
not  recollect  it  for  a  time. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN. — Mr.  Glasgow  recollected  it* 
and  gave  it  on  oath.  Before  going  on  to  refei 
to  the  Marino  inquiry  I  have  a  few  more  words 
to  say  to  the  honourable  member  for  Caver- 
sham. He  has  gone  back  to  the  Administra- 
tion of  1890.  I  do  not  want  to  follow  him 
there,  because  that  is  not  the  question  ws 
have  before  us  at  the  present  moment.  Ht 
has  talked  about  the  Admmistration  of  1890 
as  Conservative.  He  has  named  what  he  con- 
sidered the  faults  of  that  Administration.  I 
want  to  give  him  no  further  answer  than 
the  answer  given  this  very  afternoon  by 
his  own  colleague,  the  Minister  repre- 
senting the  Native  race,  who  spoke  of  the 
leader  of  that  Administration  as  a  man  who 
was  the  biggest  Radical  in  the  country,  and  who 
was  a  master  mind  and  a  master  leader.  Now, 
he  cannot  want  any  further  answer  than  ths 
answer  given  him  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Carroll  in 
regard  to  the  statements  he  made  about  thi 
Administration  of  1890.  Then,  Sir,  he  madi 
reference  also  to  the  railways ;  but  I  am  not 
going  into  the  railway  question  now,  although  I 

„  OQ  shall  do  so  later  on.  I  will  now  lean 
the  honourable  member  for  Caver- 
sham, and  devote  the  rest  of  what  I  have  to 
say  to  what  I  take  to  be  the  subject-matter 
before  us.  The  Premier  has  chosen  to  make 
this  a  no-confidenoe  debate — I  do  not  know 
why. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  an  attack  on  the  AddiM 
in  Reply  is  not  no-confidence,  I  do  not  know 
what  is. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— Well,  if  the  Premier  chooaot 
to  make  it  a  no- confidence  debate,  no  doubt  il 
does  become  so.  We  are  in  that  position.  It 
is  a  common  practice  of  the  Premier  to  make 
these  amendments  by  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition want-of-confidence  debates,  for  a  veiy 
good  reason,  and  there  is  a  very  good  reason 
this  time.  It  is  the  old  story  over  again,  (o 
convert  these  motions  into  no-confidenoe  de- 
bates for  a  certain  purpose  ;  and  that  purpose  is 
to  draw  the  party  together,  to  make  it  a  party 
question,  and  endeavour,  so  far  as  he  can,  to 
make  it  a  party  vote,  the  further  object  in  thii 
instance  being  to  seek  to  avoid  inquiry  by  the 
House  into  the  administration  of  Ministers. 
I  think  it  is  a  pity  that  a  question  of  (hie 
kind,  which  is  one  that  ought  to  be  submitted 
to  the  House  and  the  House  alone,  has  been, 
no  doubt  through  the  advice  of  MinisteiSt 
submitted  to  a  Royal  Commission.  It  seems 
to  me  that  a  Royal  Commission  is  not  a 
fit  body  to  inquire  into  the  administra- 
tion of  Ministers.  It  is  appointed  by  the 
Governor,  it  is  true,  but  on  the  advice  of 
Ministers;  and  yet  Ministers  are  seeking  to 
place  before  a  Royal  Commission  the  duty  of 
mquiring  into,  certainly,  what  a  departmect 
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faat  done,  and  presumably  also — for  we  must 
f)iuome  BO — into  the  administration  of  Minis- 
ten.    That  is  to  say,  that  subordinates  have  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  their  superiors; 
and  under  the  conditions  which  at  present  exist 
-they  are  unlikely,  it  seems  to  me,  to  bring  before 
E8  a  true  report  on  ^^linisterial  conduct,  such  as 
we  would  have  at  least  evidenced  by  a  reason- 
able parhamentary  inquiry.  The  Premier  makes 
this  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence,  and  by 
that  means  he  makes  the  House  decide — by  a 
vote  on  this  Addres<i  in  Beply — on  a  specific 
<eA8e,  mixing  up  with  it  other  issues,  and  without 
the  full  evidence  being  before  the  House.     We 
have  had  evidence,  it  is  true,  submitted  to  us 
through  the  Courts  of  the  colony.    There  is  the 
farther  evidence  which  I  have  heard  this  even- 
ing.   I  have  heard  rumours  of  it  before,  but  no 
specific  statement  of  that  was  placed   before 
me,  at  any  rate,  until  I  heard  it  this  afternoon ; 
audi  feel  quite  sure  there  are  others  here  who 
eui  substantiate  what  has  been  said  this  even- 
ing.   Whether   that  be  so  or  not,  I  maintain 
this:  that  that  is  a  matter — that  additional 
evidence,  at  any  rate,  is  a  matter — which  the 
Houie  has  a  right  to  know  about  in  judging 
whether  or  no^  Ministers  have  the  confidence 
of  the  House  and  the  country.    That  evidence 
will  not  be  before  us — only  the  statements  of 
those  who  appe&r  to  know  about  it — and,  I  be- 
lieve, correctly  Icnow  about  it.    That  evidence, 
I  say,  is  not  before  us ;   and  Ministers  have 
chosen  this  way  of  avoiding  inquiry  by  the 
HoQse  into  this  matter.    But,  Sir,  I  maintain 
we  have  before    us  in  the  public  prints  and  on 
the  public  records  of  the  colony  sufficient  evi- 
dence to  justify  us  in  believing  that  Ministers 
have  influenced  departments  in  an  improper 
way.    The  Courts  of  the  colony,  at  any  rate, 
have  stated  that  much.     We  have   the  evi- 
dence that  Ministers  have  improperly   inter- 
fered with  the  course  of  inquiry,  which  resulted 
in  a  report  froxn  a  grand  jury  on  the  subject. 
I  say  we  have   that  before  us ;  and,  coupling 
these  two  together,  it  is  quite  evident  to  me  we 
have  sufficient  to  ask  the  House  to  inquire  into 
(he  conduct  of  Ministers;  and  if  the  Premier 
ohooses    to    make   that    a    want-of-confidence 
motion,  then  I  think  the  House  will  be  justified 
in  voting  with  us  as  against  Ministers  upon  this 
particular  question  without  mixing  it  up  with 
others,  as  is  the  object  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Gavereham  and  the  member  who  spoke 
before  him  on  that  side.   We  know  perfectly  well 
that  threats  have  been  used  by  the  Premier  in 
respect  to  the  grand  jury  and  in  respect  to  grand 
juries  generally,  and  the  reported  use  of  these 
threats  by   the  Premier  I  say  is  true.     It  is 
ttated  that  he  lately  denied  making  use  of  any 
threat  at  all  against  the  grand  jury.     I  myself 
was  present  when  he  spoke  at  Kaitangata.    I 
heard  the  threats,  and  I  have  them  recorded, 
aad  I  have  the  newspaper  reports  of  what  he 
•iid,  and  I  repeat  here  before  the  House,  and 
ehallenge  his  denial,  that  he  did  there  threaten 
the  gr%nd  jury — grand  juries  in  general,  stating 
this  specific  instance  as  a  reason. 

Mr.  SEDBON.— I  brought  in  a  Bill  to  do 
away  with  them,  and  I  will  bring  it  in  again. 


Mr.  J.  ALLEN. — Yes,  for  a  very  good  reason, 
because  the  grand  juries  are  too  honest  for  the 
Premier. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Obsolete  and  useless. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— We  find  them  very  useful, 
and  the  people  of  the  country  will  find  them 
very  useful.  At  anyrcite,  we  have  the  Premier's 
admission  now  that  he  is  prepared  to  abolish 
grand  juries,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  threat, 
and  this  threat  was  ma(ie  at  Kaitangata  and 
elsewhere  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  taking 
this  case  of  the  report  made  by  the  foreman  of 
the  grand  jury  in  the  Captain  Jones  inquiry. 

Mr.  SEDDbN.— Class  justice. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— There  are  two  classes.  The 
Premier  likes  it  all  for  his  own  special  class. 
We  are  not  prepared  to  stand  that,  and,  whilst 
we  have  a  grand  jury  that  acts  conscientiously 
and  rightly  in  declaring  through  its  foreman 
that  a  Minister  has  no  right  to  inteifere  with 
the  course  of  inquiry,  such  as  was  done  in  this 
Jones  case,  and  whilst  we  have  the  declara- 
tion by  the  Minister  that  such  grand  juries 
are  useless  and  obsolete,  it  is  time  that  chose 
who  believe  in  the  proper  administration  of 
justice  should  stand  up  and  say  that  a  grand 
jury,  so  long  as  it  does  its  duty,  shall  not  be 
wiped  out  of  existence  by  the  Minister  whose 
conduct  it  chooses  to  question.  Now,  leaving 
alone  this  question  of  the  grand  juries,  I  wish 
to  refer  to  another  matter.  In  his  tour  through 
Central  Otago  the  Premier  read  a  telegram 
from  his  colleague  the  Minister  of  Marine  with 
regard  to  this  inquiry,  to  the  efiect  that  he  (the 
Premier)  was  out  of  the  country  when  the 
examination  took  place,  and  that  he  knew  no- 
thing about  the  case.  Sir,  that  subterfuge,  I 
think,  has  been  fully  exposed,  both  in  the  pub- 
lic Press  and  elsewhere.  And  it  was  only  a 
subterfuge.  Any  one  oan  now  see  that  as  early 
as  1B95,  as  stated  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Gaversham,  this  *'  conspiracy,"  as  he  called 
it  —  and  it  is  a  proper  term  —  began.  I  was 
not  aware  until  this  evening  that  it  dated 
before  1897,  but  I  am  informed  now  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Gaversham,  who  is,  no 
doubt,  primed  by  the  Premier,  that  it  began  in 
1895- -nearly  four  years  ago.  That,  Sir.  is  not 
the  only  confiict  between  what  tlie  Premier' 
said  to  the  public  and  what  he  said  before  the 
Gourt.  Well,  we  have  all  these  things  before 
us,  and,  with  that  knowledge  in  our  minds,  we 
believD  it  right  that  Ministers  should  come  to 
a  proper  tribunal  to  be  judged  on  account  of 
these  matters.  There  is  sufficient  evidence  to 
justify  us  in  saying  that  the  conduct  of  Minis- 
ters with  regard  to  this  particular  case  is  one 
that  needs  inquiry  by  the  House,  and  that 
they  have  no  right  to  shirk  that  inquiry  by 
proposing  an  apparent  inquiry  by  a  Royal 
Commission,  or  by  preventing  us  from  inquiring, 
as  we  should  do,  iuto  all  the  facts.  If  any 
honourable  member  wants  a  precedent  for 
such  an  inquiry  he  will  find  it  in  the  autho- 
rity quoted  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Gaversham.  I  think  it  was  in  1883  that  an 
inquiry  was  held  by  a  Select  Committee  of  this 
House  into  the  conduct  of  two  of  the  Ministers, 
so  that  if  the  honourable  member  for  Caver- 
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U^Mi  hifr%<;  U;«rj,  ard  ftre«  ftbd  r^o  doubt  will  be, 
iW'rt'  nr  l<:iii  party  (UjinuuiUst-nt  but  do  we  find 
thitt  tb<:y  httv«  ftt  al)  tirnih  made  their  fir.dingR 
Ml  aocof<Janc«  with  the  facth  ?  l*'o.  The  very 
tf\H,tmiUs  t,i  what  the  Premier  rayH  has  been 
dorm  IN  the  cane  ;  tne  finding  baH  often  been 
in  c^ntravitntioii  of  the  foctn.  It  may  be 
that  that  will  ha{ip«n  in  this  case.  It  matters 
not.  Wo  will  have  to  take  that  if  we  get  it. 
•  Hut  we  want  the  facts,  in  order  that  they  may 
he  piiu'ed  hofore  the  country,  so  that  tbe  coun 
try  wiky  jud^^o,  as  it  will  have  to  judge  in  a 
short  time,  as  to  the  conduct  of  Ministers  in 
this  particular  case.  1  ^ould  like  to  knos^ 
what  the  honourable  gentlenmn  had  in  his 
mind  when  lu*  was  saying  that  Committees  had 
miuln  the  farts  suppott  the  finding.  I  do  not 
know  If  ho  was  referring  to  the  Wrigg  Com- 
tnitteo,  huMiUHr,  if  so,  there  was  no  finding  at 
all  111  that  (WiMO.  Or  was  he  referring  to  the 
Hiih  Tuok  (ioninuttco  ?  Docs  ho  nn  an  to  say 
that  IhiiOoininittiMnn  that  case  made  tlieirfact." 
tu  suit  tlirir  (liidiiig  ?  If  HO,  I  would  like  that 
fant  to  K<>  fortli  to  those  who  have  read  that  re- 
port, and  th(i  lliuiing  will  betaken  at  its  proper 
value.  No,  Sir,  it  is  not  the  case,  unfortunately, 
that  C'Oiuinitleos  of  the  House  have  made  a 
favourahlo  roport  even  v  hen  the  facts  have 
iKnntod  in  that  dirootioa  but  that  ^o  cannot 
holp.      All  wo  want  are     be  faotsof  the  case » 

Mr,  J,  Allen 
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'.  1   ir     -"-dn    -wTzsuci 7      ar    &ee>:'3xt   of  tht 

?-»*:i^;  rj.^-:x  sxikfti  t.t  h  rao^acn  one  of  do 
:::c-  tintx.  ^.^  lis  si&xs  i*  ft  q^eosm  of  do 
I'lc  i  .^tfiii^ — ft  ::«efCj;a.  ic  sanr.  He  calls  kii 
^jarrj  «:£-*I2js  zz^iic  izjt  partr  vbip.  He  hu 
ft  w  :■-:  £  i»*<€=^  ft  Kzzzur^^T  zi  i&e  party  syileai, 
fti*:  hz  h^,  I  zi7i<£>i.  ztfrr^.i^jm  I  encoder  ttterc ii 
zLiii.  t '-•:»!  =.  :»  'i»^ *  -  tae  putr  ii  to  be 
!.fc.^-i  «:«'i:=r  ^^i-sr  x*-s  lash  as  every  eon- 
•--^u:  *  zzzK^rz=-rT  wz.-zz,  Ulnisteis  an  in 
-  ± .  1  Ti^.M*=.  ui.i  ?rT=..<=r  iiisiseU  is  dealing 
i.kr:  I  :»i  ft«^r^«  wi,hz  Le  belieres  to  be  i 
Z'*:<d  i  T-i«=i.  He  '.  a«  d:^«  the  same  thing 
-fi-:-  i^i-.Tt  —  hz  zfzes,  iras  s-sme  <rf  tfaoMwho 
z*z.,-iT^  iz.t  vmiij  f  jiiea  lo  be  ft  good  thing 
Lhi±  'e.hd  i^cir  ftl  ^c*.ft:i:«  sbftken  aad  ha^e 
z  T.€  cTcr  tc  ills  cirier  f:ie.  If  he  is  to  call 
:..«  p%r:T  ;cceu:«r  «-:  frtsuectly  as  he  does  I 
&zn  kfraii  th^re  v~.l^  b?  niacj  more  oonvertB  to 
LLC  rftr:*s  cf  those  «kc  ftR  now  oppoeed  to  the 
z^hTiT  ^Tstem.      V.hftS   does   it  mean?    That 

*  «  « 

c^ery  n.ftn  wba  U  p.ed^ed  en  the  platfcrm  to 
s  ^p  p'  r;  the  present  Aiminiatntsion  is  now  called 
i  c&ucos  an  a  general  iesne,  and  not  on  a  spe- 
cif.c  is^«ue.  lo  rcpprrt  the  Goremment,  thereby 
aic.iiiLg  the  particalftr  case  we  wish  to  han 
tr:ed.  It  means  more :  Not  only  those  who 
Are  (.ledged  on  the  public  platform,  bat  those 
«co  are  plecgei  by  otner  means  than  by  asser- 
ticr.s  en  the  public  platform,  be  calls  on  to 
<>-.ppirt  the  Government,  whether  they  think  it 
rigot  or  wroLg.  What  are  these  other  cases? 
I  kLow  for  a  fact  that  the  Government  have 
OFed  the  power  of  their  private  parses,  if  not 
the  public  one,  to  secure  support,  and  I  am 
going  to  give  you  a  specific  instance. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Surely  they  are  at  liberty 
to  UbC  their  private  parses. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— The  honourable  member 
for  Gaversham  says,  "  Surely  they  are  at  liberty 
to  use  their  private  purses  to  purchase  sup- 
port." Is  that  the  general  opinion  of  the  Hou!>e 
or  cf  the  country  ?  It  is  the  opinion  evidently 
of  tne  honourable  member  for  Gaversham. 

:^lr.  MORRISON.— That  is  not  what  I  said. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— We  have  now  the  doctrine 
err  anating  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Cavernham,  which  is  a  new  one  to  me,  that  it 
in  a  right  and  proper  thing  for  Ministers  from 
their  private  purses  to  buy  men  over  to  support 
tliein. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Have  you  never  done 
it? 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— No,  I  have  never  done  so; 
but  I  will  tell  you  how  it  h  done.  Three  years 
ego  I  was  contesting  the  Bruce  electorate. 
One  gentleman  was  standing  against  me  in 
the  Ministerial  interest;  but  he  would  not 
stand  unless  Ministers  gave  him  monetary 
support.  He  asked  for  £150;  but  they  would 
not  give  him  £150— he  was  not  considered 
worth  £160.  The  agreement  was  thaf  ^100 
should  be  given  to  hira.  In  the  course  of  tbe 
election  he  wrote  to  the  Minister  of  Lands— 
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0D6  of  ihe  parties  to  the  agreement — and 
isked  for  an  advance.  He  received  a  letter 
from  the  Minister  of  Lands  saying  he  knew 
nothing  ahoat  it,  but  that  he  would  refer  the 
matter  to  the  Premier.  He  wrote,  again,  and 
then  he  got  a  telegram  from  either  the  Premier 
or  the  Minister  of  Lands  to  say  that  the 
material  was  on  the  way.  But  the  material 
was  not  on  the  way.  And  this  gentleman  had 
eventually  to  retire  from  the  contest  because 
the  money  was  not  forthcoming. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— That  wire  was  never  sent. 
I  know  all  about  it. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN. — He  retired  from  the  contest 
OD  conditions.  He  wrote  to  say  that  the  con- 
ditions were  that  he  should  be  paid  his  ex- 
penses up  to  date — namely,  £10.  But  he  did 
not  get  the  £10.  A  little  later  on  he  was  pro- 
mised the  position  of  Registrar  of  Electors. 
That  was  in  a  telegram  from  the  Premier. 
1  have  seen  the  telegram  itself.  But  another 
supporter  of  the  Grovemment  received  the  billet. 
The  correspondence  went  on  for  nearly  two 
years,  until  he  became  disappointed  at  not  re- 
oeiving  the  appointment  promised  him,  and  he 
said  he  would  publish  the  correspondence. 
Then  what  happened?  He  received  £10  on 
condition  &at  the  correspondence  was  handed 
over,  fiat  that  is  not  the  only  inntance  in  my 
electorate  in  which  money  was  offered  in  the 
wsy  I  have  described.  I  do  not  object  to  their 
offering  the  money,  but  I  object  lo  their  im- 
posing conditions,  such  as  that  the  candidate 
most  support  the  Premier.  That,  I  think,  is 
going  a  little  too  far.  In  the  present  case 
Ministers  have  made  this  motion  a  party 
question  and  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence, 
and  they  do  so  because  they  really  fear  in- 
qairy  into  the  matter.  I  am  not  going  to  fol- 
k)w  those  on  the  other  side  who  in  this  debate 
have  drifted  ofi  into  the  consideration  of  other 
qaestions.  I  take  it  that  the  question  before 
Qs  is  the  Marine  inquiry  and  scandal.  Other 
opportunities  will  occur  on  which  we  may  dis- 
cuss other  questions  of  administration.  The 
administration  of  the  Minister  of  Marine  must 
either  be  corrupt  or  it  must  be  very  lax.  What 
has  been  stated  in  the  Courts  and  in  the 
HoQse  this  afternoon  points  to  something  more 
than  laxity — it  appears  to  point  to  something 
which  may  he  described  by  a  stronger  word — 
Q&mely,  "  corruption," — or  to  the  fact  that  the 
Minister  himbolf  knows  absolutely  nothing  about 
his  own  department.  And  this  is  not  the  only 
case  in  which  the  Minister  has  exhibited  want 
of  knowledge  or  interest  in  the  working  of  his 
departmenc.  There  was  the  cfise  of  the 
''Ohau  "  di&aster.  The  Commission  assembled 
ftt  Bunedin  ;  and  with  what  result  ?  No  care 
had  been  taken  to  see  chat  the  witnesoes  wore 
in  attendance,  and  no  one  had  been  a^'pointed 
(o  conduct  the  inquiry  on  behalf  of  the  Crown. 
That  shows  carelessness  and  indifference. 
Saheequently  a  telegram  was  received  from 
Wellington  asking  a  barrister  to  appear. 

Mr.  HALIi-J  ONES.— Instructions  were  given 
three  days  before. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN. — I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that 
ihe  barrister  did  not  get  those  instructions. 


If  the  instructions  were  given,  then  the  depart- 
ment was  to  blame  for  not  sending  them. 
Now  I  come  to  this  particular  instance  of  the 
Marine  scandal.  I  do  not  want  to  go  over  the 
details  as  they  were  presented  to  the  House — 
and,  I  think,  admirably  presented — this  after- 
noon. I  cannot  substantiate  every  word  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea  said,  be- 
cause I  do  not  know  more  of  the  inquiry 
than  has  been  stated  in  the  public  Press  and 
in  the  Courts.  So  far  as  the  Courts  have 
disclosed,  I  say  every  word  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea  has  my  support.  He 
has  put  forth  in  plain  language,  and  without 
any  exaggeration  at  all,  all  the  facts  of  the 
case  so  far  as  the  Courts  disclosed  them. 
Then  he  goes  beyond  that,  and  there  I  am 
not  able  to  follow  him,  because  I  do 
not  know,  and  I  think  a  great  many  mem- 
bers of  this  House  do  not  know.  That  is  one 
reason  why  I  desire  a  parliamentary  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  matter.  I  know  nothing  of 
the  second  report  of  Captain  Allman ;  I  know 
nothing  of  the  third  report  of  Captain  Jones ; 
but  I  say  I  have  a  right  to  know  these  things, 
and  I  say,  by  the  course  they  have  taken 
Ministers  are  attempting  to  evade  my  know- 
ing. The  Minister  of  Marine  says  we  shall 
know.  Is  the  Minister  going  to  give  evidence 
before  the  Royal  Commission  ?  If  so,  who  is 
going  to  conduct  the  inquiry  with  the  view 
-of  eliciting  the  facts  which  we  desire  to  know  ? 
The  facts  of  the  case  known  to  me  are  only  those 
which  were  made  known  by  the  Court  case, 

Q  Q  and  these  facts  have  been  fully  and 
plainly  stated  to  the  House  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea  this  afternoon. 
But  there  is  a  great  deal  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea  did  not  make  use  of  this 
afternoon  which  deserves  the  attention  of  the 
House,  especially  as  it  affects  the  conduct  of 
Ministers.  We  have  a  statement  made  by  the 
Premier  during  his  tour  through  Otago,  and 
also  at  Kaitangata,  that  he  never  heard  of  the 
matter  until  he  heard  of  it  from  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  in  the  House.  This 
is  a  curious  statement  to  have  made,  and  to 
support  it  he  gets  a  telegram  from  the  Minister 
of  Marine  to  say  that  he  was  out  of  the  country 
at  the  time.  He  flourished  this  telegram  before 
his  audience  in  Otago,  t-aying,  *'  Here  is  a  tele- 
gram sbowmg  that  I  know  nothing  about  it, 
and  was  out  of  the  colony  at  the  time." 

Mr.  HALL  JONES.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— "Hear,  hear."  says  the 
Minister.  He  says  the  Right  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier knevv  nothing  about  the  case  at  all,  and 
yet  in  evidence  before  the  Court  the  Premier 
liimself  w^s  obliged  to  admit  that,  long  before 
he  went  to  England,  he  heard  of  the  applica- 
tion of  Captain  Jones  for  a  certificate.  Then, 
there  was  the  deputation  which  interviewed  him 
Home  time  previuu.sly  dealing  with  this  applica- 
tion of  Captain  Jones's  for  a  certificate.  Fur- 
tlier,  we  have  his  talk  with  Captain  Fairchild. 
How  does  all  this  correspond  with  the  state- 
ment the  Premier  made  in  Otago,  that  he  knew 
nothing  about  the  case  until  it  was  made  pub- 
lic by  the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  ?  - 
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This,  I  take  it,  is  a  matter  that  should  be 
further  inquired  into.    Is  the  Minister  right  in 
misleading  his  audience  and  the  electors  ?    Is 
he  justified  in  misleading  the  country  by  the 
itatement   that  he   knew  nothing   about  the 
case,  as  he  was  out  of  the  country  at  the  time  ? 
It  was  a  misleading  statement,  and  we  know  it 
now,  and  he  had  to  confess  it  to  be  so  before 
the  Court  here.    I  do  not  need  to  go  into  the 
evidence  of  Captain  Allman.    All  I  say  is  this : 
that  we  have  sufTicient  to  justify  us  in  asking  for 
an  inquiry  in  Captain  AUman's  eyidence,  be- 
cause in  his  evidence  he  states  the  examination 
of  Captain  Jones  was  allowed  by  written  au- 
thority from  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  de- 
partment.   Tbat  is  sufficient  to  justify  us  in 
asking  tbat  this  matter  be  inquired  into  by  a 
Committee  of  tbe  House,  or  by  the  House  itself. 
Then  we  come  to  the  question  of  the  conversa- 
tion tbe  Minister  had  with  Mr.  Qlasgow.     Mr. 
Olasgow,  in  bis  evidence,  stated  on  oath,  and 
stated  most  clearly,  that  he  afterwards  had 
a  conversation  with   the  Minister  about  the 
matter,  and  tbe  Minister  tbougbt  that  Captain 
Jones  should  bave  an  opportunity,  by  examina- 
tion, of  proving  his  competency.     Then  we  get 
ihis  curious  piece  of  evidence :   Mr.  Glasgow 
warned  tbe  Minister  tbat  Captain  Jones  had 
not  tbe  neccEsary  service  qualifications  to  en- 
:able  him  to  undergo  such  an  examination,  and 
the  Minister  took  the  responsibility.    If  I  under- 
stood the  honourable  member  for  Caversham 
rightly  this  afternoon,  he  made  the  statement 
that  the  Minifiter  on  oath    denied   this  alto- 
ffether.     Well,  I  have  looked  through  the  evi- 
dence of  the  Minister,  and  I  can  find  no  denial 
whatever.    I  can  find  the  statement  that  the 
Minister  has  no  recollection  of  this  visit  of  Mr. 
'Glasgow,  and  no  recollection  of  the  conversation 
(that  took  place.    But  it  seems  to  be  clear — 
•not  only  frcm  the  written  document  itself,  but 
from  the  evidence  of  Captain  Allman  as  ex- 
•plained  by  tbe  honourable  member  for  Patea, 
and  still  further  from  the   statement  of   Mr. 
Glasgow,  whose  word  I  for  one  cannot  doubt — 
that  this  conversation  did  take  place,  but,  un- 
fortunately, the  Minister  has  had  a   lapse  of 
memory.    It  may  be  tbat  in  an  inquiry  by  a 
•Committee  that  lapse  of  memory  may  be  recti- 
fied, and  that  we  shall  get  him  to  recollect  that 
the  interview  did  take  place.    Nor  need  I  refer 
to  the  examination  :  that  is  publio  property, 
and  the  publio  are  pretty  well  aware  as  to  the 
conditions    under   which   it   took   place,  and 
as  to  the  absurdity  of  the  whole  thing.    But 
it  seems  to  me   that    one    point   of    serious 
import  is  the   afterwards  —  as    regards    Cap- 
tain  Allman    himself.      Captain  Allman  has 
lost  his  billet.    As  I  take  it,  Captain  Allman 
had  been  doing  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
what  he  was  secretly  required  to  do  by  those 
under  whose  control  he  was.     Is  that  so  or  not  ? 
That  is  what  we  want  to  know.    Is  Captain 
illman  being  sacrificed  to  Fave  the  Minister? 
If  it  be  so,  Parliament  and  the  country  cannot 
endure  that  any  man  acting  under  terrorism 
should  do  tbe   behests  of   the   Minister,  and 
should   afterwards  be   sacrificed   to  save   the 
Minister  whose  servant  he  is.    These  matters  | 
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are  serious  enough  to  justify  any  inquiry,  and 
it  cannot  possibly  be  properly  inquired  into  be- 
fore a  Royal  Commission.    It  is  tbe  daty  of 
the  House  to  inquire  into  this  matter,  and 
neither  the  Premier  nor  anybody  else  has  the 
right  to  take   away  from   it   the  privilege  of 
learning  whether  or  not  the  Minister  has  been 
guilty  of  such   conduct — whether  he  has  in- 
duced a  man  under  his  authority  to  condnct 
an  examination  of  this  kind,  and  afterwards, 
when    the    matter    is     discovered,  sacrificed 
that    man  to   save    his  own   skin.    I  do  not 
know  how  far  this  debate  will  extend — whether 
it  will  go  beyond  this  particular  question.    I 
have  kept  myself  to  this  particular  issue  be- 
cause I  am  quite  aware  that  the  object  of  the 
Premier  has  been  to  attempt  to  cloud  the  issne 
by  introducing  other  matter  into  this  debate 
with  the  intention  that  the  real  issuo  may  be 
lost  sight  of.     I  think  it  would  have  been  better 
for  him  if  he  had  met  the  issue  straight  out, 
and  had  not  attempted,  either  by  a  call  of  tbe 
party  or  by  introducing  other  matters  about 
which  we  may  also  have  very  little  confideocein 
the  Ministry,  but  which  might  be  discussed  on  a 
future  occasion — it  would  have  been  better  for 
him  to  meet  it  straight  out  and  let  tbe  country 
know    whether    it  has   reason    to    have  con- 
fidence in  the  administration  of  a  department 
like  this— whether    Ministers   have   acted  tf 
has    been    asserted,    and    as    we   have  evecy 
reason    from    the    evidence    that    has   been 
placed  before  us  to  believe.     I  take  it  this  is  a 
matter  of  such  importance  that  our  privilege 
of  inquiring   into  the   matter  should  not  be 
taken  away.    And  it  is  of  even  more  import- 
ance that  we  should  be  able  to  place  before  the 
country  tbe  true  facts  of  tbe  case.     No  burking 
of  the  inquiry  by  a  Royal  Commission  or  by 
a  want-of-oonfidence  motion  will   remove  the 
taint  from  Ministers  that  will  still  exist  if  they 
do  not  face  the  proper  Court  in  this  House.  And 
whatever  may  be  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sion— and  I  hope   those  on   it  may  do  their 
duty,  as  no  doubt  they  will  do,  as  honestly 
as  they  can  —  we  have  always  to  remember, 
I   take    it,    that    not   only  grand   juries  but 
Judges    of    the    Supreme    Court    and   others 
have  been    intimidated  from  those   benches. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  intimidation  of  a 
Judge  may  have  had  any  e£fect,  and  I  hope 
that  the  intimidation  of  a  grand    jury  may 
have  had  no  effect.     Sir,  ns  intimidation  has 
as  yet,  so  far  as  I  know,  been  applied  to  this 
Royal  Commission ;  but,  Sir,  they  know  what 
has  taken  place  in  the  past  few  years,  and  I 
hope  that,  whatever  may  be  tbe  result,  they 
will  not  be  influenced  by  any  action  the  Minis- 
ters have  taken  with  regard  to  Supreme  Court 
Judges    or    grand    juries,  but  that   they  will 
honestly  and  straightforwardly  report  to  this 
House  upon  the  evidence  before  them.    Sir,  I 
maintain  that  they  have  no  right  to  take  away 
from  us   that  particular   part  of  the  inquiry 
which  belongs  to  us— the  inquiry  into  those 
who  have  charge  over  the  Government  depart- 
ments, and  who  are  responsible  to  this  House. 
Mr.  GILFEDDER  ( Wall Ace).— Sir,  I  regret 
very  much  that  I  am  not  able  to  compliment 
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Ihe  speakers  on  the   Opposition  side  of   the 
Eoose  on  the  animation  aDcl  vigour  that  they 
have  imported  into  the  speeches  of  this  all- 
important  debate.    No  doubt  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  feeling,  as  he  does,  that  he  is  leading 
a  forlorn  hope  on  this  question,  failed  to  infuse 
tbafe  vigour  and   life  into  his  followers    that 
might  reasonably  have  been  expected  from  the 
leader  o!  Her  Majesty's  Opposition.     Sir,  he 
eoarted  defeat.    That  we  can  see  depicted  on 
the  coontenanoes  of  members  of  the  Opposition ; 
and  when  we  behold  the  gloomy    aspect    of 
members  on  ihose  benches  we  naturally  infer 
that  defeat  is  btaring  them  in  the  face.     The 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce 
has  been  no  exception.     He  began  by  giving  us 
a  little  story  about  a  gentleman  who  called  at 
his  dweliiug  house  to  put  names  on  the  roll. 
He  told  us,  Sir,  that  this  person — a  canvasser 
SDgaged  by  the  Kegistrar— called  at  his  hoube, 
and  interviewed  Mrs.  Allen,  and  she  questioned 
his  authority  for  appearing  on  the  scene  to  put 
names  on  the  roll.    By  the  time  Mr.  Allen  got 
home  this  gentleman  had  gone.    But  he  forgot 
to  tell  the  House  and  the  country,  when  he 
met  this  iaterestiug  personage  afterwards  in 
the  street,  what  he  said.    He  asked  him  how  it 
was  became  to  go  to  his  house  to  put  names  on 
tbe  roJJ,  as  he  was  himself  quite  capable  of  so 
doiDg. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— I  did  not  say  anything  of 
the  kind.  The  honourable  gentleman  is  wrong. 
Mr.  GILPEDDER.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber  for  Bruce  told  us  that  it  was  incumbent  on 
him  to  confine  himself  to  the  amendment  that 
was  moved  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition. 
How  it  is  incumbent  on  him  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
onderstaod.  The  Opposition  have  told  ue  in 
this  House,  and  they*  have  led  us  to  believe  by 
their  speeches  from  the  platform  during  the  re- 
oess,  that  they  had  some  kind  of  policy  up 
their  sleeve ;  but.  Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  if 
they  have  a  policy  it  is  a  policy  of  abuse  and 
▼itoperation.  During  the  time  I  have  had  the 
honour  of  holding  a  seat  in  this  House,  session 
after  session  we  have  had  the  Opposition  fur- 
bishing up  one  scandal  or  another.  It  is  not 
a  "one-man- one- vote  "  policy  with  the  Oppo- 
sitioD,  but  "one  session  one  scandal."  First 
of  all,  during  the  short  session  of  1897,  im- 
mediately after  the  elections,  we  found  that 
they  had  on  the  board  the  Bushy  Park  scandal. 
Daring  the  succeeding  session  we  had  the 
poUce  scandal.  Last  session,  seeing  that  no 
other  cropped  up  conveniently,  they  manu- 
iaotared  a  scandal  —  the  Bun  Tuck  scandal ; 
and  now  what  do  we  find  ?  We  find  that  we 
*n  face  to  face  with  another  one,  which  they 
ate  pleased  to  term  the  Marine  scandal. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — That  is  not  from  the 
Opposition. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER.— Why,  Sir,  we  cannot 
Ikelp  admiring  the  regularity  with  which  the 
Opposition  furnish  this  House  with  one  scandal 
after  another.  It  is  very  peculiar  that  those 
who  oppose  the  setting-up  of  this  Royal  Com- 
BBiasion  to  inquire  into  this  marine-certificate 
^ir,  or  this  so-called  Marine  scandal,  are  the 
Ttty  persons  who  clamour  session  after  session 


for  Royal  Commissions.  Did  we  not  hear  them 
the  session  before  last  clamouring  for  a  Royal 
Commission  to  inquire  into  the  police  adminis- 
tration ?  Last  session  almost  day  after  day  we 
had  the  honourable  member  fur  Palmerston 
giving  notice  of  motion  asking  for  a  Royal 
Commission  to  be  set  up  to  inquire  into  certain 
alleged  irregularities  in  connection  with  the 
Civil  Service  of  this  colony. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — I  never  gave  notice  of  one. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man's memory  is  defective.  He  asked  for  a 
Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  Civil 
Service.  Now,  Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  all  the 
Opposition  think  of  this  setision  by  way  of 
policy  is  to  endeavour  to  make  a  mountain  out 
of  a  molehill,  to  discredit  the  Qoverumeut  and 
the  party  by  implicating  them  in  an  alleged 
conspiracy  by  which  a  certain  gentleman — Cap- 
tain Jones — obtained  a  certificate  in  an  irregular 
manner  and  by  dishonest  means.  1 1  may  be  said 
that  the  matter  under  discussion  is  of  import- 
ance to  this  House  ani  country.  We  know 
very  well  that  if  we  place  incompetent  persons 
in  charge  of  sea-going  vessels  and  endanger 
life  we  are  doing  something  that  must  be  de- 
precated ;  but.  Sir,  where  does  the  irregularity 
come  in?  Not  in  the  administration  by  the 
Government,  but  by  the  officials  of  the  Marin* 
Department.  Has  the  evidence  in  any  way 
implicated  Ministers  ?  Certainly  not.  We 
know  that  the  Commission  will  elicit  all  the 
evidence  in  connection  with  this  affair,  and 
then  it  will  be  time  enough  for  us  to  come 
to  a  conclusion.  It  is  too  soon  yet  for  the  Oppo- 
sition to  endeavour  to  fasten  the  responsibility 
for  this  Marine  scandal  on  Ministers.  UntU 
we  ascertain  what  evidence  will  be  tendered, 
and  until  we  get  the  report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission, we  cannot  attach  any  blame  to  the 
Government.  The  members  of  the  Opposition 
advocate  a  parliamentary  Committee.  k» 
honourable  members  not  aware  that  during 
last  session,  when  it  was  proposed  to  set  up  a 
parliamentary  Committee,  or  Commission,  in 
connection  with  the  Bun  Tuck  scandal,  the 
members  of  the  Opposition  opposed  the  motion? 
What  did  they  tell  us  ?  'They  told  us  that  this 
would  be  a  **  packed  "  Committee— that  there 
was  on  the  proposed  Committee  a  preponder- 
ance of  Government  supporters;  and,  conse- 
quently,  the  honourable  gentleman  who  brought 
the  Bun  Tuck  charges  declmed  to  appear  before 
the  Committee.  Now,  does  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  himself,  or  the  Minister  of  Marine,  de- 
cline to  appear  before  this  Royal  Commission? 
I  should  be  very  much  astonished  if  they  did. 
I  believe  the  Opposition  will  be  surprised  to  find 
them  there,  and  giving  evidence  that  will  ex- 
onerate them.  The  honourable  member  for 
Bruce  read  an  extract  from  Todd  on  parlia- 
mentary government,  in  order  t^  show  that  a 
Royal  Commission  ought  not  to  be  set  up,  that 
it  was  unconstitutional  in  a  case  of  this  kind  to 
set  up  a  Commission.  Bourinot  says,  with  re- 
gard to  such  Royal  Commissions, — 

*'  Besides  availing  itself  of  the  assistance  of 
select  parliamentary  Committees  in  special 
cases  requiring  the  collection  of  evidence  bear- 
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ing  OD  a  questioD,  the  Goveminent  may  also, 
by  the  exercise  of  the  prerogative,  .  .  . 
appoint  a  Royal  Commission  to  make  inquiry 
into  matters  on  which  the  Grown  or  the 
•country  requires  accurate  and  full  information. 
In  this  way  a  great  number  of  valuable  facts 
preliminary  to  executive  and  legislative  action 
may  be  elicited  with  respect  to  questions  which 
are  agitating  the  public  mind." 

Now,  I  know  as  well  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Bruce  that  Todd  has  laid  down  that  it  is 
unconstitutional  to  set  up  a  Royal  Commission 
when  the  conduct  of  Ministers  is  directly  im- 
peached ;  but  such  is  not  the  case  here  with 
regard  to  the  Marine  affair  at  all.    Why  did  the 
House  not  object  to  a  Royal  Commission  when 
the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  City 
(Mr.  Taylor)  made  specific  charges  in  connection 
with  the  police  administration  against  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Defence  ?    I  maintain  that  it  is 
quite  regular  and  constitutional  in  a  case  of  this 
sort  to  set  up  a  Royal  Commission,  and  that 
if  the  Government  had  insisted  upon  appoint- 
ing a  parliamentary  Committee  to  inquire  into 
this  marine-certificate  irregularity  the  Opposi- 
tion, recognising  its  duty  to  be  to  oppose  any- 
thing and  everything  that  the  Government  pro- 
pose, would  ofier  resistance,  and  would  demand 
in  no  uncertain  tone  a  Royal  Commission.    Sir, 
with  regard  to  this  amendment  of  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  I  shall  defer  my  remarks  until 
we  get  the   report  of  the  Royal  Commission 
itself.    The    honourable   member  for  Hawera 
^considers  that  it  may  be  too  long  to  wait,  but  I 
think  we    shall    find,   to   the    discomfiture  of 
members  of  the  Opposition,  that  the  report  will 
be  here  rather  earlier  than  they  will  be  pre- 
pared to  discuss  it.     The  honourable  member 
for  Hawera  suggests  that   he   may  not  come 
back;  but  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  somebody 
else  in  the  seat  that  is  so  well  filled  by  the 
honourable  gentleman.    The  Speech  from  the 
Throne  opens  by  congratulating  the  members  of 
the  House  and  the  people  of  the  country  upon 
the  evidences  of  progress  and  prosperity  that 
we  find  everywhere  throughout  the  colony  at 
the  present  time.     Members  on  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House,  when  on  the  platform  in  every 
part  of  the  colony  during  the  recess,  have  sought 
to  lead  the  people  to  believe  that  very  litde, 
if  any,  credit  for  this  improved  state  of  affairs 
is    due  to  the   administration   of   the   present 
Liberal  Government.     What  did  they  tell  the 
people  ?    They  said  that  the  prosperity  is  owing 
not  to  the  administration  or  legislation  of  the 
present    Government,   but   to  the  natural   re- 
sources of  the  country,  and  to  the  enterprise  of 
the  people.     Now,  we  must  bear  in  mind  that 
the  country,  before  the  present  Liberal  Govern- 
ment came  into  existence,  was  just  as  fertile, 
just  as  rich  in  natural  resources  a3  it  is  now ; 
and  the  activity  and  industry  people  possess 
now    they  possessed    before  the  Liberal  party 
came  into  office.     We  are  quite  aware  that  it  is 
owing  to  a  great  extent — not  to  the  full  extent 
certainly,  but  in  a  great  measure — to  the  legis- 
lation   of   the    present   Government  that  full 
scope  has  been  given  to  the  activity,  the  self- 
reliance,   the  pluck,  and  the  perseverance  of 

Mr.  Oilfedder 


the  people  of  New   Zealand,  and  to  that  wb 
must  attribute  the  altered  state  of  affairs  in 
this  country.    The  chief  factors,  Sir,  that,  to  my 
mind,  have  brought  about  the  improved  condi- 
tion of  affairs  in  New  Zealand  are  the  land-for- 
settlements  policy,  the  cheap-money  scheme, 
and  the  encouragement    that  has  been  given 
to  trade    and  industry.    The  members  of  the 
Opposition    have  endeavoured    to  make   capi- 
tal against  the   Government    by   comparative 
tables  showing   that  during  certain   years  of 
the   Conservative   administration  more  people 
were   placed  on  the   land    than   during  some 
years  of  Liberal  administration.    I  admit  that, 
in    numerous    instances,    such  may    be   cor- 
rect ;  but  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  avail- 
able Crown  lands  are  always  diminishing,  and 
that  the  more  people  there  are  placed  upon  the 
land  this  year  the  less  land  will  there  be,  and 
the  less  demand  for  land  will  there  be,  in  the 
following  season.    That  is  an  argument  that 
has   been  lost  sight  of  by  the  orators  of  the 
Opposition.    Now,  the  class  of  people  we  have 
put  on  the  land  during  the  Liberal  administra- 
tion is  a  class   that,   under   the  Conservative 
r€gime^  had  not  the  opportunity  or  the  means  of 
acquiring  property — had  no  hope  of  obtaining 
land,  or  of  building  homes  for  themselves  and 
their  families.      Again,   I  attribute   the   pro- 
sperity of  the  colony  to  the  inauguration  of 
the    cheap-money    scheme     by     the     present 
Government.     Some  one  will  say  that  interest 
on    money,   without    any    interference  what- 
ever from  the   Government,   has   a  tendency 
to   fall.     I    will   admit   that    in   every  coun- 
try,   as    things    progress,   and    as  population 
increases,    and    as    accumulated    capital    in- 
creases,  there  is  a  tendency  for  the   rate  of 
interest  to  fall.     But  how  long  would  it  take 
interest  in  New  Zealand  to    fall,  say,  2  per 
cent.'?     It  has  been  said  that  interest  in  the 
Australian  Colonies  is  lower  than  it  is  in  New 
Zealand  ;  but  such  is  not  the  fact,  unless  it  is 
for  very  large  sums,  such  sums  eis  very  few  in 
New  Zealand  will  borrow,  because  they  have 
not  the  property  to  give  as  security  for  such 
very  large  loans.     Now,  I    attribute  the  pro- 
sperity in  a  very  great  mea^^ure  to  the  fact  that 
the   sum   of  £800,000   that   formerly  left  the 
shores  of  New  Zealand  co  go  to  the  Mother- 
country  to  make  rich  men  richer — to  go  into 
the  pockets  of  the  Philistines,  to  make  fat  men 
fatter — is  now  retained  in  New  Zealand,  to  be 
circulated  and  employed  to  enoonrage  indus- 
tries, and  to  increase  the  wages  fund  of  the 
labouring  classes  of    the  country.    These  are 
facts    that    cannot     be     denied ;    and    I   ^^ 
pleased    to   know    that    legislation    is   to  he 
introduced  this  session  to  further  reduce  the 
rate  of  interest,  and  that  the  operation  of  the 
Advances  to   Settlers   Act  is  to   be  extended. 
Now,  the   Premier   has    foreshadowed   in  hu 
speeches  that  he  intended  to  reduce  the  rate 
of  interest  under  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act 
from  5  per  cent,  to  dj  per  cent.    I  would  advo- 
cate that  he  go  J  per  cent,  better,  and  reduce 
it  to  4  per  cent.    That,  Sir,  to  my  mind,  seems 
quite   feasible.     What  do  we  find  now.    The 
interest  on  the  million-and-a-half  loan  at  5  psi 
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•cent,  is  £75,000,  and  what  we  are  paying  is 
£45,000,  taking  the  million  and  a  half— that 
ia  to  aay,  if  the  dehen lures  were  at  par,  and 
before  very  long  we  may  depend  upon  it  that 
ihe  money  will  he  got  at  par.  Then,  again, 
the  cost  of  administration  is  not  £50,000  for 
the  first  year  and  £20,000  for  each  suoceed- 
ing  year,  as  was  prophesied  hy  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  but  only  £7,000  per 
Annum.  Now,  take  the  million  and-a-half- 
loan  by  way  of  illustration.  At  3  per  cent, 
the  interest  comes  to  £45,000,  and^  £7,000 
for  (he  cost  of  administration,  which  would 
make  it  £52,000.  A  charge  of  4  per  cent,  would 
give  £60,000,  so  that  we  have  still  a  margin  of 
£8,000.  Plainly,  if  we  were  to  reduce  the  rate 
of  interest  to  4  per  cent,  there  would  be  a 
margin  left  for  possible  losses,  and  for  the  cost 
of  raising  the  loan.  As  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  said  that  he  had  himself  advocated 
a  reduction  in  the  rate  of  interest,  I  hope, 
when  the  Premier  introduces  his  Bill  this 
session,  to  see  him  supporting  the  reduction  of 
the  rate  of  interest. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  said  it  was  proposed 
by  the  hoDoarable  member  for  Patea. 
Mr.   GILFEDDER.  —  Well,    I    hope    the 

honourable  member  for  Patea  will  support  the 
Government  in  this  measure.  Again,  the  third 
hetoT  to  which  I  attribute  the  altered  and 
improved  state  of  affairs  in  this  country  is 
the  encouragement  the  Gbvernment  has  given 
to  trade  and  industry.  With  regard  to  one 
important  Industry,  the  gold- mining  industry, 
the  Government  have  been  fostering  it  for  years. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — By  putting  a  duty  on 
machinery. 

Mr.GliiFEDDER.— The  duty  on  machinery 
.is  very  low  indeed.  With  regard  to  the  farming 
oonununity,  I  may  say  the  farmers  of  the 
coontry  are  taking  exception  to  the  amount  of 
money  the  Government  is  expending  on  the 
goldfields.  They  tell  us  that  the  Government 
is  a  goldfields  Government.  The  honourable 
member  for  the  BuUer  would  like  to  see  more 
money  going  to  the  West  Coast.     But,  Sir,  we 

8  30  i^^^l^i^^  ^^  down  on  the  Otago  gold- 
fields;  we  require  it  at  Preservation 
Inlet,  and  other  auriferous  districts  in  the 
south.  Now,  with  regard  to  these  predictions 
of  the  Opposition.  It  is  pleasing,  from  our 
point  of  view,  to  look  to  the  fact  that  not  one 
of  them  has  been  realised.  We  were  told  a 
few  years  ago  that  we  were  galloping  to  a 
deficit,  that  we  were  frightening  away  capital, 
and  that  we  were  driving  away  our  population. 
But,  Sir,  we  hear  not  one  of  these  war  cries 
fron^  the  Opposition  to-day.  And,  instead  of 
gettirg  these  political  war  cries,  we  find  them 
degenerating  or  descending  to  these  scandals 
of  one  sort  or  other.  Are  we  frightening 
••way  capital  ?  Is  our  surplus  a  bogus  one  ? 
Are  we  now  seizing  the  sinking  funds?  We 
hear  not  one  of  these  old  cries  which  the 
Oppoitition  adopted  to  discredit  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  eyes  of  the  intelligent  electors 
of  the  colony,  and  to  demonstrate  that  the 
Government,  instead  of  being  administrators 
who  had  the   confidence  and  support  of    the 


great  mass  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand, 
and  whose  legislation  had  tended  so  much  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  people,  were 
endeavouring,  by  fair  means  and  otherwise,  to 
ruin  the  country.  The  Opposition  have  de- 
clared that,  even  if  they  are  returned  to  power, 
they  will  not  repeal  the  measures  that  have 
been  placed  on  the  statute-book  by  the  Liberal 
Administration.  That  is  their  usual  consist- 
ency. It  is  all  very  well  indeed  for  the  Oppo- 
sition to  swallow  these  measures  when  they 
find  that  they  have  been  passed  with  the  assent 
and  consent  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of 
this  country.  We  know  very  well  that  if  they 
did  not  declare  that  they  will  not  repeal  one 
of  these  measures  they  would  not  have  a  possi- 
bility of  getting  a  seat  in  this  House.  There 
is  a  difference,  however,  between  repealing 
measures  and  allowing  them  to  die  a  natural 
death  —  treating  them,  in  fact,  as  if  they 
were  mere  dead- letters.  Take,  for  example, 
the  Old-age  Pensions  Act.  That  measure  is  to 
have  a  three-years  trial.  It  is  an  experimental 
and  tentative  measure.  It  will  die  a  natural 
death  in  1901,  and,  if  th%  Opposition  should 
be  in  power  at  that  time,  can  they  reasonably 
be  expected  to  re-enact  that  measure?  Why, 
certainly  not,  if  they  have  any  spark  of  oon> 
sistency  in  them  whatsoever.  The  Opposition 
persistently  and  consistently  obstructed  the 
passage  of  that  Bill  last  session,  and  are  they 
going  to  turn  round  now  and  gravely  swallow 
the  measure  holus-bolus?  Surely  not.  With 
regard  to  other  measures,  take,  for  instance,  the 
advances  to  settlers.  We  have  extended  the 
time  during  which  authority  is  given  to  borrow 
a  million  and  a  half  to  1901.  That  authority 
ceases  in  two  years'  time.  Will  the  Opposition, 
if  they  are  in  power  then,  extend  the  time 
within  which  money  can  be  raised,  or  will  they 
give  permission  to  go  to  the  London  money 
market  and  raise  a  further  loan  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people  of  this  colony?  They  could  not 
be  reasonably  expected  to  do  that ;  and,  after 
all,  there  is  very  little  in  these  assertions 
from  the  members  of  the  Opposition,  that 
if  they  are  returned  to  power  they  will 
not  repeal  one  of  the  measures  that  have 
been  placed  on  the  statute-book  by  this  Govern- 
ment. If  these  Liberal  enactments  meet  with 
the  approval  of  the  Conservative  party,  why 
have  they  offered  such  strenuous  opposition  to 
them?  Why,  they  have  travelled  about  the 
colony  during  the  recess,  and,  instead  of  declar- 
ing their  hostility  to  these  measures  on  the 
public  platforms,  have  intimated  their  readi- 
ness to  adopt  the  Ministerial  programme.  All 
they  want  is  to  get  the  reins  of  power,  and  then 
they  will  do  as  they  please.  It  has  been  pointed 
out  by  an  Opposition  speaker  that  it  is  time 
enough  to  declare  a  policy  when  they  come 
into  power.  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City,  said  during  his 
speech  in  Inveroargill  that  the  Opposition  had 
no  policy,  that  they  did  not  require  to  formu- 
late a  policy  until  they  came  into  office ;  and 
he  noted  the  fact  that  John  Ballance,  after  the 
assembly  of  Parliament  in  1891,  asked  for  four 
months  of  an  adjournment  in  order  to  formu- 
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late  a  policy.  Now,  we  know  very  well  that 
John  Ballance  stumped  ibe  colony  and  laid 
before  the  people  of  Kew  Zealand  the  main 
planks  of  the  Liberal  policy  that  we  are 
still  working  out.  Our  memories  take  us 
back  a  few  year*)  earlier,  and  we  find  Sir 
George  Grey  stumping  this  colony  on  the 
policy  of  '*one  man  one  vote."  I  think  it  is 
therefore  iucumbeut  on  the  members  on  the 
Opposition  benches  to  formulate  a  policy. 
They  have  sufificient  intelligence  if  they  only 
pull  together.  Bat  that  is  the  great  difficulty 
with  members  on  the  Opposition  side.  They 
wish  to  be  all  leaders  and  no  followers.  Why, 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea  himself,  in 
the  early  part  of  the  recess,  formulated  a  kind  of 
little  "  tin-pot "  policy  of  his  own.  And  we  have 
Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie,  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City,  a  few  nights  ago  declaring 
that  the  Opposition,  in  spite  of  ell  their  ability 
and  intellectual  capacity,  had  no  policy  to  lay 
before  the  country  so  as  to  enable  the  people 
to  take  the  alternative— either  an  Opposition 
policy  or  adhere  to  the  Government  and  their 
Liberal  policy.  Sir,  reference  was  made  in  His 
Excellency's  Speech  to  the  question  of  direct 
and  indirect  taxation.  It  has  been  pointed 
out  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  that  the 
Customs  duties  on  the  necessaries  of  life 
are  too  high.  I  should  like  very  much,  Sir, 
if  the  finances  of  the  country  would  permit  us, 
to  remit  as  much  as  possible  of  these  Cus- 
toms duties.  I  should  l.ke  to  go  as  far  as  we 
possibly  can  in  the  direction  of  free-trade.  But 
what  does  it  mean  ?  It  m>  ans  that  the  revenue 
of  the  colony  must  be  maintained,  and  if  we 
take  off  the  duties  at  present  levied  on  arti- 
cles of  general  consumption  we  must  put  them 
on  something  else-  latid,  we  will  say.  Now,  it 
has  been  pointed  out  that  we  have  no  businef>s 
to  have  a  surplus.  During  the  last  financial 
year  we  find  we  have  a  credit  balance  on  the 
year's  operations  of  £309,000.  That  has  been 
pointed  out  by  the  leading  lights  on  the  Opposi- 
tion benches,  who  declare  that  it  is  bad  finance 
to  have  a  credit  balance  at  all.  But  the  Oppo- 
sition party,  when  in  power,  not  only  in  this 
colony  but  also  in  the  Mother-country,  take 
credit  to  themselves  whenever  they  find  a 
balance  on  the  right  side  of  the  ledger.  Now, 
this  credit  balance  or  surplus  goes  back  to  the 
people  of  the  country.  Why,  one  would  con- 
clude from  the  speeches  of  the  Opposition  that 
somehow  or  another  it  goes  into  the  pockets  of 
the  Ministry  and  their  following.  We  shall 
find  that  one  of  two  things  must  occur  if  we 
remit  taxation  on  the  necessaries  of  life  :  either 
we  must  increase  the  land-tax — we  must  in- 
crease our  direct  taxation — or  otherwise  we 
must  resort  to  the  money-msrket  for  money  to 
oarry  out  our  public  works.  We  shall  have  all 
the  less  for  constructing  roads  and  bridges,  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawera  is  one  of 
those  who  will  suffer.  Now,  with  regard  to  the 
railways,  it  was  pointed  out  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  M.  J.  8.  Mac- 
kenzie) during  the  recess,  and  by  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  I  think,  during  his  speech  last 
evening,  that  we  were  starving  the  railways 
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in  order  to  create  a  surplus.  I  am  not  sare- 
whether  I  quote  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
correctly  or  not,  but  I  am  sure  I  am  quoting 
correctly  the  senior  member  for  Dunedin  City. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  under  the  Rail- 
way Commissioners  the  railways  of  the  colony 
were  starved  in  order  to  create  a  surplna,  or 
make  the  two  ends  meet.  In  ray  own  dee- 
torate  I  remember  that  after  the  railways  re- 
verted to  the  control  of  the  Government  they 
had  to  renew  the  sleepers,  strengthen  the 
bridges,  and  put  on  additional  ballast.  There 
was  one  railway  in  my  district  that  was  almost 
unsafe  to  run  a  train  upon  at  all.  These  rail- 
ways were  starved  in  order  to  make  the  tvo 
ends  meet,  and  to  gain  a  credit  balance  for  the 
Railway  Commissionerfl.  But  it  is  pleasing  t& 
know  they  are  in  an  efficient  state  ju!;t  now. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— Oil! 

Mr.  GILFEDDER.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Hawera  is  generally  in  good  form  sk 
the  beginning  of  the  session.  Now,  Sir,  with 
regard  to  the  surface-men  on  the  railway,  do 
we  not  remember  that  last  session  we  raised 
the  wages  of  these  men  by  6d.  a  day,  and, 
to  a  great  extent — I  am  sp^^aking  now  of  the 
south  part  of  the  South  Island — these  men 
whose  wages  have  been  raised  are  not  sup- 
porters of  the  Government,  but  opponents?  I 
quite  agree  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Millar)  when  he  sstv  he 
would  advocate  borrowing,  say,  half  a  millioD  ^ 
year  for  a  number  of  years,  in  order  to  carry  oat 
a  good  progressive  public- works  polii^y.  I  ehoold 
be  in  favour  of  borrowing  half  a  million  a 
year  for  the  next  ten  years,  so  as  to  enable  at 
to  oarry  out  a  public- works  policy  in  New  Zea- 
land. Supposing  we  have  not  recourse  to 
the  money-market,  what  is  the  result?  We 
shall  be  endeavouring  to  construct  our  pnblifr 
works  out  of  revenue ;  we  shall  be  bearing 
the  brunt  and  burden  of  constructing  theie 
works  ourselves  —  works  whtoh  will  benefit 
posterity  without  their  contributing  one  far- 
thing towards  the  cost.  I*  say  that  if  we 
do  not  adopt  a  scheme  of  that  sort  «t 
shall,  sooner  or  later,  be  forced  to  go  in  for 
a  very  large  loan  to  meet  the  expansion  of 
industry  and  the  growing  demands  of  the 
country.  It  is  unsatisfactory  to  go  in  for  a 
large  loan,  as  was  pointed  out  by  the  honont* 
able  member  for  Dunedin  City.  If  we  bor- 
row five  millions  and  boom  the  public  worbof 
this  country  we  shall  be  attracting  from  othff 
shores  labourers  to  New  Zealand.  We  should 
boom  this  colony  for  a  time,  and  after  the  boom 
there  would  come  a  period  of  depression,  snob 
as  followed  the  public-works  policy  of  the  lat« 
Sir  Julius  Vogel.  Sir,  I  fhall  be  in  favour  of 
borrowing,  say,  half  a  million  a  year  for  ih| 
next  ten  years.  I  am  pleased  to  note  thai 
reference  has  been  made  to  the  construction  of 
roads  in  the  back  country.  Now,  I  say  ^•^  * 
great  deal  of  credit  is  due  to  the  Liberal  As- 
ministration  for  the  attention  paid  by  them 
to  the  struggling  settlers  in  the  back  blocks. 

Mr.  McGUlRE.— You  know  little  about  it. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER.— The  honourable  m<^ 
her  for  Hawera  says  he  knows  a  little  aboat  ii> 
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Mr.  McGUIRE.— You  know  little  about  it. 
Mr.  GILFEDDER.— Well,  the  policy  of  the 
Gofemment  has  been  to  assist  the  settlers  in 
the  back  country  by  roads  and  bridges  to  get 
their  produce  to  the  markets,  and  enable  them 
U)  compete  with  ihose  more  favourably  situated 
than  themselves.     It  should  be  the  object  of 
the  Government  to  do  what  they  possibly  oan 
to  open  up  the  back  country,  and  to  give  the 
sattlers,  now  almost  out  of  humanity's  reach, 
tveiy  facility  to  get  their  produce  to  market, 
and  to  keep  their  homes,  rather  than  spend 
money  on  splendid  edifices  in  the  larger  cen- 
trasof  population.    I  am  pleased  to  note  that 
lepslation  will  be  introduced  during  this  ses- 
sion to  deal  with  wages,  the  hours  of  labour, 
and  other' matters    affecting    the  well-being 
of  the  working  part  of  the  community.    But, 
Sir,  with  regard  to  the  cooperative  system,  I 
my  say  that  in  my  district  especially  it  is 
sot  working  very  well.    I  am  not  in  favour 
of  tiiiB  co-operative  system  at  all.    What  I 
advocate  is  this  :    that,  instead  of  carrying  out 
these  public  works  on  the  co-operative  system, 
they  should  be  done  by  the  tender  system,  and 
let  in  small  contracts.    What  do  we  find  now  ? 
That  these  labourers  on  the  cO'Operative  works 
somehow  or  other  get  the  notion  that  they  are 
Cinl  serrants.     They  have  an  idea,   Sir,  that 
thayhave  a  claim  on  the  Government — that  it 
is  the  boanden  duty  of  the  Government  to  sup- 
port them  and  their  families  for  the  rest  of 
sheir  lives.    They  look  upon  the  Government 
S8  a  sort  of   pillar   they  can   lean   well   up 
igsinst.    We  should  disabuse  their  minds  of 
snything  of  that   sort,  and  therefore  I  think 
it  is  best  to  abolish  the  co-operative  system 
sltogether.    Certainly  a  few  years  ago  that  sys-- 
ton  was  necessary.    A  large  number  of  unem- 
ployed were  to  be  found  throughout  the  country, 
bat  the  state  of  affairs  has  very  much  improved 
nesDtly.    I  am  sorry  to  know  there  are  still 
unemployed  in  Wellingcon.     Why,  during  the 
last  recess  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  on 
loothem  members,  asking  them  to  use  their 
inflaence  to  stop  co-operative  works  so  that 
Uoners  might  be  able  to  get  hands  to  do  the 
harvesting.    Now,  with  regard  to  trade,  I  am 
pleased  to  know  that  our  trade  is  expanding, 
snd  that  it  is  likely  to  expand.    Unfortunately, 
with  a  number    of    countries  with  which  we 
ue  dealing  at  the  present  moment  the  balance 
of  trade  is  against  us.    I  would  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House  for  a  minute  or  two  while 
I^note  a  few  figures  with  regard  to  this  balance 
of  trade.    Our  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom, 
the  Australian  Colonies,  and  South  Africa  has 
iot  the  past  year  been  in  our  favour,  whilst  our 
commerce  with  the  rest  of  the  world  has  not 
been  so  advantageous  to  us.    The  figures  are : — 
In  our  favour —  £ 

United  Kingdom  . .  . .  8,116,666 
Australian  Colonies  . .  816,292 
South  Africa         ..         ..  2,710 

Against  us — 

Asia 406.580 

Pacific  islands       ..         ..      270,871 

America 240,887 

Continent  of  Europe        . .      230,168 
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This  brings  me,  Sir,  to  the  advisability  of  our 
doing  what  we  possibly  oan  to  extend  tne  trade 
and  commerce  of  New  Zealand,  and  1  am 
pleased  to  know  that  the  Government  propose 
in  the  near  future  to  lend  assistance  to  the 
trade  between  New  Zealand  and  the  older 
countries.  Our  trade  with  the  Australian 
Colonies  has  certainly  been  in  our  favour 
hitherto,  but  we  lack  good  reliable  markets  in 
the  sister-colonies.  After  all,  what  do  we  find? 
We  find  it  is  their  misfortune  that  forms  our 
opportunity.  When  they  have  a  drought  or 
floods  in  the  sister  colonies  we  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  send  food-stufis  to  them;  but,  after 
all,  the  permanent  and  reliable  markets  are  not 
in  the  sister  colonies.  I  am  one  of  those  who 
advocate  intercolonial  free-trade,  and  I  should 
like  to  see  reciprocity  between  Australia  and 
New  Zealand.  I  do  not  think  the  time  has 
come  to  join  in  federation,  because  to  my  mind 
the  advantages  we  would  derive  from  joining 
in  this  federation  with  Australia  would  not 
be  equal  to  the  responsibilities  we  should 
have  placed  on  our  shoulders  by  having  to 
protect  ourselves,  and  to  maintain  a  fleet  and 
a  standing  army  to  defend  our  shores  against 
the  possible  invasion  of  a  foreign  foe.  I  notice 
that  our  trade  with  South  Africa  for  the  past 
year  has  amounted  to  only  £2,700,  of  which 
the  export  of  preserved  meat  is  something 
about  £2,170.  Now,  Sir,  we  have  a  splendid 
outlet  for  our  products  in  South  Africa,  and 
it  behoves  us  to  do  what  we  possibly  can  to 
establish  ourselves  there.  We  shall  find  there 
a  good  market  for  bacon,  butter,  and  cheese, 
and  for  the  cheaper  classes  of  meat.  As  to  the 
Mother-country,  it  behoves  us  to  establish  our- 
selves in  the  markets  of  the  Mother-country 
before  the  opportunity  that  is  now  offering 
itself  to  us  has  passed  away.  We  find  in  South 
America  the  Argentine,  a  large  tract  of  country 
partly  agricultural  but  mainly  pastoral.  We 
find  there  a  fairly  good  climate,  and  the  only 
disadvantage  they  have — which  stands  in  our 
favour  and  keeps  them  from  competing  actively 
against  us — is  the  fact  that,  owing  to  the  inter- 
nal warfare  and  anarchy  that  prevails  in  South 
America,  they  are  unable  to  get  money  at  as 
cheap  a  rate  of  interest  as  we  can  obtain  it. 
But,  Sir,  we  may  rely  upon  the  fact  that  sooner 
or  later  a  settled  form  of  government  in  the 
South  American  States  will  tend  to  reduce  the 
rate  of  interest.  Then,  with  capital  flowing 
in,  with  their  available  lands  in  comparative 
proximity  to  the  Home-country,  we  shall  find 
active  competitors  against  us  in  the  markets  of 
the  United  Kingdom;  and  if  we  do  not  avail 
ourselves  of  the  opportunity  of  establishing 
our  trade  with  the  Mother-country  before  we 
have  to  compete  with  those  in  South  America 
our  opportunity  will  have  passed  away.  Now» 
Sir,  I  wish  to  allude  to  the  rabbits.  The 
honourable  member  for  Mataura  has  asked  for 
a  return  of  our  export  of  rabbits  for  the  last 
year,  and  I  think  you  will  find  when  it  is  laid 
on  the  table  of  this  House  it  will  amount  to 
something  like  £150,000.  That  money  is  put 
n  circulation  amongst  those  who  need  it,  and 
who  are  looking  for  employment,  and,  as  a 
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sham  desires  an  authority  be  will  find  it  in  the 
one  he  quoted  to  the  House  this  afternooo,  and 
which  he  did  not  himself  understand.  But 
Sir,  they  refuse  us  this  opportunity,  and  seek 
hy  making  the  amendment  a  want-of-confi- 
dence  matter  to  prevent  inquiry ;  for  which 
action,  I  say,  they  stand  condemned  of  at- 
tempting to  avoid  that  investigation  into  their 
actions  which  the  country  demands,  and  which 
this  House  has  a  right  to  expect.  Sir,  I  do  not 
need  to  enter  into  the  question  as  to  whether  a 
Boyal  Commission  can  or  cannot  properly  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  Ministers.  I  read 
this  afternoon  an  authority  on  the  subject  with 
regard  to  the  general  principle ;  and  the  general 
principle  was  this :  that  with  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  a  Minister  Parliament  itself  was 
the  proper  Court  of  inquiry,  and  that  is  an 
authority  that  can  be  substantiated  by  half 
a  dozen  others  if  the  houourable  member  for 
Caversham  requires  it.  Now,  Sir,  the  Hon.  the 
Premier,  in  a  speech  he  made  not  many  days 
ago,  objected  to  a  parliamentary  Committee 
on  the  ground  that  his  experience  was  that  a 
parliamentary  Committee  made  the  facts  to 
suit  the  finding.  I  do  not  know  what  the  ex- 
perience of  honourable  members  may  be  as  to 
the  facts  being  made  to  suit  the  finding.  We 
on  this  side  of  the  House  are,  unfortunately, 
placed  in  the  position  of  being  handicapped 
even  with  regard  to  a  parliamentary  Commit- 
tee, for,  the  Minibters  being  on  their  trial  in 
this  particular  case,  they  can  constitute  such  a 
Committee  as  they  like,  for  the  reason  that  they 
have  a  majority  in  the  House.  Sir,  I  say  it  is 
not  the  facL  that  these  Committees  have,  as  a 
rule,  made  the  facts  to  suit  the  finding.  It  is 
quite  the  contrary.  As  the  honourable  member 
for  Waiapu  said  this  afternoon,  these  Commit- 
tees have  been,  and  are,  and  no  doubt  will  be, 
more  or  less  party  Committees,  but  do  we  find 
that  they  have  at  all  times  made  their  findings 
iu  accordance  with  the  facts  ?  No.  The  very 
opposite  of  what  the  Premier  Fays  has  been 
done  is  the  case  :  the  finding  has  often  been 
in  contravention  of  the  facts.  It  may  be 
that  that  will  happen  in  this  case.  It  matters 
not.  We  will  have  to  take  that  if  we  get  it. 
•But  we  want  the  facts,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  placed  before  the  country,  so  that  the  coun- 
try may  judge,  as  it  will  have  to  judge  in  a 
short  time,  as  to  the  conduct  of  Ministers  in 
this  particular  case.  I  would  like  to  know 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  in  his 
mind  when  he  was  saying  that  Committees  had 
made  the  facts  support  the  finditig.  I  do  not 
know  if  he  was  referring  to  the  Wrigg  Com- 
mittee, because,  if  so,  there  was  no  finding  at 
all  in  that  case.  Or  was  he  referring  to  the 
Bun  Tuck  Committee  ?  Does  he  mean  to  say 
that  the  Committee  in  that  case  made  their  factn 
to  suit  their  finding  ?  If  so,  I  would  like  that 
fact  to  go  forth  to  those  who  have  read  that  re- 
port, and  the  finding  will  be  taken  at  its  proper 
value.  No,  Sir,  it  is  not  the  case,  unfortunately, 
that  Committees  of  the  House  have  made  a 
favourable  report  even  y  hen  the  facts  have 
pointed  in  that  direction  but  that  we  cannot 
help.      All  we  want  are     he  facts  of  the  case, 
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which  may  be  supplied  by  witnesses,  including 
certain  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  in  order  tbai^ 
we  may  judge  whether  Ministers  are  worthy  of 
the  confidence  of  the  people  of  the  country. 
We  are  now  asked  to  prejudge  the  0R.se,  and,  I 
think,  very  wrongfully,  on  account  of  the 
Premier  having  made  this  question  one  of  no 
confidence.  Sir,  he  makes  it  a  question  of  no 
confidence— a  question  of  party.  He  calls  bis 
party  together  under  the  party  whip.  He  has 
all  along  been  a  supporter  of  the  party  system, 
and  so  am  I  myself,  hecause  I  consider  there  ii 
much  good  in  it;  but  if  the  party  is  to  be 
called  together  under  the  lash  at  every  coq* 
ct-ivable  opportunity  when  Ministers  are  in 
difficulties,  then  the  Premier  himself  is  dealing 
hard  blows  against  what  he  believes  to  be  & 
good  system.  He  has  done  the  same  thing 
often  before— so  often  that  Fome  of  those  who 
believe  the  party  system  to  be  a  good  thing 
have  heA  their  allegiance  shaken  and  have 
gone  over  to  the  other  side.  If  he  is  to  call 
his  party  together  so  frequently  as  he  does  I 
am  afraid  there  will  be  many  more  converts  to 
the  ranks  of  those  who  are  now  opposed  to  the 
party  system.  What  does  it  mean?  That 
every  man  who  is  pledged  on  the  platform  to 
support  the  present  Administration  is  now  called 
in  caucus  on  a  general  issue,  and  not  on  a  spe- 
cific issue,  to  support  the  Government,  thereby 
avoiding  the  particular  case  we  wish  to  bare 
tried.  It  means  more :  Not  only  those  who 
are  pledged  on  the  public  platform,  but  those 
who  are  pledged  by  other  means  than  by  asser- 
tions on  the  public  platform,  he  calls  on  to 
Rupport  the  Government,  whether  they  think  it 
right  or  wrong.  What  are  these  other  cases  f 
I  know  for  a  fact  that  the  Government  have 
used  the  power  of  their  private  purses,  if  not 
the  public  one,  to  secure  support,  and  I  am 
going  to  give  you  a  specific  instance. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Surely  they  are  at  liberty 
to  UKC  their  private  purses. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— The  honourable  member 
for  Caversham  says,  "  Surely  they  are  at  liberty 
to  use  their  private  purses  to  purchase  sup- 
port." Is  that  the  general  opinion  of  the  House 
or  of  the  country  ?  It  is  the  opinion  evidently 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Caversham. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— That  is  not  what  I  said. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— We  have  now  the  doctrine 
enanating  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Caversham,  which  is  a  new  one  to  me,  that  it 
U  a  right  and  proper  thing  for  Ministers  from 
their  private  purses  to  buy  men  over  to  support 
tliem. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Have  you  never  done 
it? 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— No,  I  have  never  done  so; 
but  I  will  tell  you  how  it  is  done.  Three  years 
ago  I  was  contesting  the  Bruce  electorate. 
One  gentleman  was  standing  against  me  in 
the  Ministerial  interest;  but  he  would  not 
stand  unless  Ministers  gave  him  monetary 
support.  He  asked  for  £150 ;  but  they  would 
not  give  him  £160— he  was  not  considered 
worth  £150.  The  agreement  was  thatf  £100 
should  be  given  to  him.  In  the  course  of  the 
election  he  wrote  to  the  Minister  of  Lands— 
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one  of  the  parties  to  the  agreement — and 
uked  for  an  advance.  He  received  a  letter 
from  the  Minister  of  Lands  saying  he  knew 
noihing  ahout  it,  hut  that  he  would  refer  the 
msiter  to  the  Premier.  He  wrota  again,  and 
then  he  got  a  telegram  from  either  the  Premier 
or  the  Minibter  of  Lands  to  say  that  the 
material  was  on  the  way.  But  the  material 
was  not  on  the  way.  And  this  gentleman  had 
eventually  to  retire  from  the  contest  because 
the  money  was  not  forthcoming. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— That  wire  was  never  sent. 
I  know  all  about  it. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN. — He  retired  from  the  contest 
CD  oonditious.  He  wrote  to  say  that  the  con- 
ditions were  that  he  should  be  paid  his  ex- 
penses up  to  date — namely,  £10.  But  he  did 
not  get  the  £10.  A  little  later  on  he  was  pro- 
mised the  position  of  Registrar  of  Electors. 
That  was  in  a  telegram  from  the  Premier. 
I  have  seen  the  telegram  itself.  But  another 
BQpporter  of  the  Government  received  the  billet. 
The  oorrespondenoe  went  on  for  nearly  two 
years,  nntil  he  became  disappointed  at  not  re- 
oeiving  the  appointment  promised  him,  and  he 
uud  he  would  publish  the  correspondence. 
Then  what  happened?    He  received  £10  on 

oonditioQ  that  the  correspondence  was  handed 

over.    Bat  that  is  not  the  only  instance  in  my 

eJeotozate  in  which  money  was  offered  in  the 
wtkj  1  have  deticribed.  I  do  not  object  to  their 
offering  the  money,  but  I  object  to  their  im- 
poflii]g  conditions,  such  as  that  the  candidate 
most  support  the  Premier.  That,  I  think,  is 
going  a  little  too  far.  In  the  present  case 
Ministers  have  made  this  motion  a  party 
question  and  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence, 
and  they  do  so  because  they  really  fear  in- 
quiry into  the  matter.  I  am  not  going  to  fol- 
low those  on  the  other  side  who  in  this  debate 
ha?e  drifted  off  into  the  consideration  of  other 
quesliions.  I  take  it  that  the  question  before 
as  is  the  Marine  inquiry  and  scandal.  Oiher 
opportunities  will  occur  on  which  we  may  dis- 
cuss other  questions  of  administration.  The 
Administration  of  the  Minister  of  Marine  must 
either  be  corrupt  or  it  must  be  very  lax.  What 
has  been  stated  in  the  Courts  and  in  the 
House  this  afternoon  points  to  something  more 
than  laxity — it  appears  to  point  to  something 
which  may  be  described  by  a  stronger  word — 
namely,  *' corruption,*' — or  to  the  fact  that  the 
Minister  himbclf  knows  absolutely  nothing  about 
his  own  department.  And  this  is  not  the  only 
case  in  which  the  Minister  has  exhibited  want 
of  kuowledge  or  interest  in  the  working  of  bis 
department.  There  was  the  case  of  the 
"  Obau  "  disaster.  The  Commii^sion  assembled 
U  Danedin  ;  and  with  what  result  ?  No  care 
had  been  taken  to  see  that  the  witnesnes  were 
in  attendance,  and  no  one  had  been  appointed 
to  conduct  the  inquiry  on  behalf  of  the  Crown. 
That  shows  carelessness  and  indifference. 
Subsequently  a  telegram  was  received  from 
Wellington  asking  a  barrister  to  appear. 

Mr.  UALL-JONES.— Instructions  were  given 
three  days  before. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN. — I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that 
the  barrister  did  not  get  those  instructions. 


If  the  instructions  were  given,  then  the  depart- 
ment was  to  blame  for  not  sending  them« 
Now  I  come  to  this  particular  instance  of  the 
Marine  scandal.  I  do  not  want  to  go  over  the 
details  as  they  were  presented  to  the  House — 
and,  I  think,  admirably  presented — this  after- 
noon. I  cannot  substantiate  every  word  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea  said,  be- 
cause I  do  not  know  more  of  the  inquiry 
than  has  been  stated  in  the  public  Press  and 
in  the  Courts.  So  far  as  the  Courts  have 
disclosed,  I  say  every  word  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea  has  my  support.  He 
has  put  forth  in  plain  language,  and  without 
any  exaggeration  at  ail,  all  the  facts  of  the 
case  so  far  as  the  Courts  disclosed  them. 
Then  he  goes  beyond  that,  and  there  I  am 
not  able  to  follow  him,  because  I  do 
not  know,  and  I  think  a  great  many  mem- 
bers of  this  House  do  not  know.  That  is  one 
reason  why  I  desire  a  parliamentary  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  matter.  I  know  nothing  of 
the  second  report  of  Captain  Allman ;  I  know 
nothing  of  the  third  report  of  Captain  Jones ; 
but  I  say  I  have  a  right  to  know  these  things, 
and  I  say,  by  the  course  they  have  taken 
M misters  are  attempting  to  evade  my  know- 
ing. The  Minister  of  Marine  says  we  shall 
know.  Is  the  Minister  going  to  give  evidence 
before  the  Royal  Commission  ?  If  so,  who  is 
going  to  conduct  the  inquiry  with  the  view 
-of  eliciting  the  facts  which  we  desire  to  know  ? 
The  facts  of  the  case  known  to  me  are  only  those 
which  were  made  known  by  the  Court  case, 

g  Q  and  these  facts  have  been  fully  and 
plainly  stated  to  the  House  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea  this  afternoon. 
But  there  is  a  great  deal  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea  did  not  make  use  of  this 
afternoon  which  deserves  the  attention  of  the 
House,  especially  as  it  affects  the  conduct  of 
Ministers.  We  have  a  statement  made  by  the 
Premier  during  his  tour  through  Otago,  and 
also  at  Kaitangata,  that  he  never  heard  of  the 
matter  until  he  heard  of  it  from  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  City  in  the  House.  This 
is  a  curious  statement  to  have  made,  and  to 
support  it  he  gets  a  telegram  from  the  Minister 
of  Marine  to  say  that  he  was  out  of  the  country 
at  the  time.  He  floiirished  this  telegram  before 
his  audience  in  Otago,  naying,  *'  Here  is  a  tele- 
gram showing  that  I  know  nothing  about  it, 
and  was  out  of  the  colony  at  the  time." 

Mr.  HALL  JONES.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— •*  Hear,  hear,"  says  the 
Minister.  He  says  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier knew  nothing  about  the  case  at  all,  and 
yet  in  evidence  before  the  Court  the  Premier 
liimself  wf^  obliged  to  admit  that,  long  before 
he  went  to  England,  he  heard  of  the  applica- 
tion of  Captain  Jonf^s  for  a  certificate.  Then, 
there  was  the  deputation  which  interviewed  him 
Home  time  previously  dealing  with  this  applica- 
tion of  Captain  Jones's  for  a  certificate.  Fur- 
tlier,  we  have  his  talk  with  Captain  Fairchild. 
How  does  all  this  correspond  with  the  state- 
ment the  Premier  made  in  Otago,  that  he  knew 
nothing  about  the  case  until  it  was  made  pub- 
lic by  the  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  ? 
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This,  I   take  it,  is  a  matter  that  should  be 
further  inquired  into.    Is  the  Minister  right  in 
misleading  his  audience  and  the  electors?    Is 
he  justified  in  misleading  the  country  by  the 
statement  that  he   knew  nothing   about  the 
case,  as  he  was  out  of  the  country  at  the  time  ? 
It  was  a  misleading  statement,  and  we  know  it 
now,  and  he  had  to  confess  it  to  be  so  before 
the  Court  here.    I  do  not  need  to  go  into  the 
evidence  of  Captain  Allman.    All  I  say  is  this  : 
that  we  have  sufficient  to  justify  us  in  asking  for 
an  inquiry  in  Captain  Allman's  evidence,  be- 
cause in  his  evidence  he  states  the  examination 
of  Captain  Jones  was  allowed  by  written  au- 
thority from  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  de- 
partment.   That  is  sufficient  to  justify  us  in 
asking  that  this  matter  be  inquired  into  by  a 
Committee  of  the  House,  or  by  the  House  itself. 
Then  we  come  to  the  question  of  the  conversa- 
tion the  Minister  had  with  Mr.  Glasgow.     Mr. 
Glasgow,  in  his  evidence,  stated  on  oath,  and 
stated  most  clearly,  that  he  afterwards  had 
a  conversation  with   the   Minister  about  the 
matter,  and  the  Minister  thought  that  Captain 
Jones  should  have  an  opportunity,  by  examina- 
tion, of  proving  his  competency.     Then  we  get 
ihis  curioud  piece  of  evidence:   Mr.  Glasgow 
warned  the  Minister  that  Captain  Jones  had 
<not  the  necessary  service  qualifications  to  en- 
Jkble  him  to  undergo  such  an  examination,  and 
the  Minister  took  the  responsibility.    If  I  under- 
stood the  honourable  member  for  Caversham 
rightly  this  afternoon,  he  made  the  statement 
that  the  Minister  on  oath    denied   this  alto- 
gether.    Well,  I  have  looked  through  the  evi- 
dence of  the  Mini&ter,  and  I  can  find  no  denial 
whatever.    I  can  find  the  statement  that  the 
Minister  has  no  recollection  of  this  visit  of  Mr. 
•Glasgow,  and  no  recollection  of  the  conversation 
(that  took  place.    But  it  seems  to  be  clear — 
not  only  from  the  written  document  itself,  but 
from  the  evidence  of  Captain  Allman  as  ex- 
«plained  by  the  honourable  member  for  Patea, 
Cbnd  still  further  from  the   statement  of  Mr. 
-Glasgow,  whose  word  I  for  one  cannot  doubt— 
that  this  conversation  did  take  place,  but,  un- 
fortunately, the  Minister  has  had  a  lapse  of 
memory.    It  may  be  that  in  an  inquiry  by  a 
Committee  that  lapse  of  memory  may  be  recti- 
fied, and  that  we  shall  get  him  to  recollect  that 
the  interview  did  take  place.    Nor  need  I  refer 
to  the  examination  :  that  is  public  property, 
and  the  public  are  pretty  well  aware  as  to  the 
conditions    under    which   it   took   place,  and 
as  to  the  absurdity  of  the  whole  thing.    But 
it  seems  to  me  that    one    point   of    serious 
import  is   the    afterwards  —  as    regards    Cap- 
tain   Allman    himself.      Captain  Allman   has 
lost  his  billet.    As  I  take  it,  Captain  Allman 
had  been  doing  nothing  more   nor  less  than 
what  he  was  secretly  required  to  do  by  those 
under  whose  control  he  was.    Is  that  so  or  not  ? 
That  is  what  we  want  to  know.    Is  Captain 
Allman  being  sacrificed  to  save  the  Minister  ? 
If  it  be  so.  Parliament  and  the  country  cannot 
endure  that  any  man  acting  under  terrorism 
should  do  the   behests  of   the    Minister,  and 
should   afterwards  be   sacrificed   to  save   the 
Minister  whose  servant  he  is.    These  matters 
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are  serious  enough  to  justify  any  inquiry,  and 
it  cannot  possibly  be  properly  inquired  into  be- 
fore a  Boyal  Commission.    It  is  the  duty  of 
the  House  to  inquire  into  this  matter,  and 
neither  the  Premier  nor  anybody  else  has  the 
right  to  take   away  from    it   the  privilege  of 
learning  whether  or  not  the  Minister  has  been 
guilty  of  such   conduct — whether  he  has  in- 
duced a  man  under  his  authority  to  conduct 
an  examination  of  this  kind,  and  afterwards, 
when    the    matter    is     discovered,   sacrificed 
that    man  to   save    his  own   skin.     I  do  not 
know  how  far  this  debate  will  extend — whether 
it  will  go  beyond  this  particular  question.    I 
have  kept  myself  to  this  particular  issue  be- 
cause I  am  quite  aware  that  the  object  of  ths 
Premier  has  been  to  attempt  to  cloud  the  issue 
by  introducing  other  matter  into  this  debate 
with  the  Intention  that  the  real  issue  may  be 
lost  sight  of.    I  think  it  would  have  been  better 
for  him  if  he  had  met  the  issue  straight  out, 
and  had  not  attempted,  either  by  a  call  of  the 
party  or  by  introducing  other  matters  abont 
which  we  may  also  have  very  little  confidence  in 
the  Ministry,  but  which  might  be  diFcussed  on  a 
future  occasion — it  would  have  been  better  for 
him  to  meet  it  straight  out  and  let  the  country 
know    whether    it  has   reason    to    have  con* 
fidence  in  the  administration  of  a  department 
like  this — whether    Ministers   have    acted  ai 
has    been    asserted,    and    as    we   have  evecy 
reason    from    the    evidence    that    has  been 
placed  before  us  to  believe.    I  take  it  this  is  a 
matter  of  suoh  importance  that  our  privilege 
of  inquiring   into  the   matter  should  not  be 
taken  away.    And  it  is  of  even  more  import- 
ance that  we  should  be  able  to  place  before  the 
country  the  true  facts  of  the  case.     No  burking 
of  the  inquiry  by  a  Royal  Commission  or  by 
a  wan t-of- confidence  motion  will   remove  the 
taint  from  Ministers  that  will  still  exist  if  they 
do  not  face  the  proper  Court  in  this  House.  And 
whatever  may  be  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sion— and  I  hope   those  on   it  may  do  their 
duty,  as  no  doubt  they  will  do,  as  honestly 
as  they  can  —  we  have  always  to  remember, 
I   take    it,    that    not   only  grand   juries  bat 
Judges    of    the    Supreme    Court    and   othen 
have  been    intimidated   from  those   benches. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  intimidation  of  a 
Judge  may  have  had  any  effect,  and  I  hope 
that  the  intimidation  of  a  grand    jury  may 
have  had  no  effect.     Sir,  no  intimidation  has 
SLs  yet,  so  far  as  I  know,  been  applied  to  this 
Royal  Commission ;  but.  Sir,  they  know  what 
has  tfliken  place  in  the  past  few  years,  and  I 
hope  that,  whatever  may  be  the  result,  they 
will  net  be  influenced  by  any  action  the  Minis- 
ters have  taken  with  regard  to  Supreme  Conrt 
Judges    or    grand    juries,  but  that  they  will 
honestly  and  straightforwardly  report  to  this 
House  upon  the  evidence  before  them.    Sir,  I 
maintain  that  they  have  no  right  to  take  away 
from  us  that  particular  part  of  the  inquiry 
which  belongs  to  us—the  inquiry  into  those 
who  have  charge  over  the  Government  depart- 
ments, and  who  are  responsible  to  this  Honse. 
Mr.  GILPEDDER  (WalUce).— Sir,  I  regret 
very  much  that  I  am  not  able  to  compliment 
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the  speftkers  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House  on  the  animation  and  vigour  that  they 
have  imported  into  the  speeches  of  this  all- 
important  debate.  No  doubt  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  feeling,  as  be  does,  that  he  is  leading 
a  forlorn  hope  on  this  question,  failed  to  infuse 
that  vigour  and  life  into  his  follawers  that 
might  reasonably  have  been  expected  from  the 
leader  oi  Her  Majesty's  Opposition.  Sir,  he 
courted  defeat.  That  we  can  see  depicted  on 
the  countenances  of  members  of  the  Opposition ; 
and  when  we  behold  the  gloomy  aspect  of 
members  on  those  benches  we  naturally  infer 
that  defeat  is  staring  them  in  the  face.  Tne 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce 
has  been  no  exception.  He  began  by  giving  us 
a  little  story  about  a  gentleman  who  called  at 
bis  dwelling  house  to  put  names  on  the  roll. 
He  told  us,  Sir,  that  this  person — a  canvasser 
ngaged  by  the  Kegistrar—oalled  at  his  house, 
aod  mterviewed  Mrs.  Allen,  and  she  questioned 
his  authority  for  appearing  on  the  scene  to  put 
names  on  the  roll.  By  the  time  Mr.  Allen  got 
borne  ibis  gentleman  had  gone.  But  he  forgot 
to  tell  the  House  and  the  country,  when  he 
met  this  iateresiiug  personage  afterwards  in 
the  street,  what  he  said.  He  asked  him  how  it 
was  hec&me  to  go  to  his  house  to  put  names  on 
the  roJi,  as  he  was  himself  quite  capable  of  so 
doing. 

Ur.  J.  ALLSN. — I  did  not  say  anything  of 
the  kind.    The  honourable  gentleman  is  wrong. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Bruce  told  us  that  it  was  incumbent  on 
him  to  confine  himself  to  the  amendment  that 
was  moved  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition. 
How  it  is  incumbent  on  him  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
ondersland.  The  Opposition  have  told  us  in 
this  House,  and  they*  have  led  us  to  believe  by 
their  speeches  from  the  platform  during  the  re- 
oess,  that  they  had  some  kind  of  policy  up 
their  sleeve ;  but.  Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  if 
they  have  a  policy  it  is  a  policy  of  abuse  and 
vituperation.  During  the  time  I  have  had  the 
honour  of  holding  a  seat  in  this  House,  session 
after  session  we  have  had  the  Opposition  fur- 
bishing up  one  scandal  or  another.  It  is  not 
a  "one-man- one-vote  "  policy  with  the  Oppo- 
sition, but  "one  session  one  scandal."  First 
of  all,  during  the  short  session  of  1897,  im- 
mediately after  the  elections,  we  found  that 
they  had  on  the  board  the  Bushy  Park  scandal. 
During  the  succeeding  session  we  had  the 
police  scandal.  Last  session,  seeing  that  no 
other  cropped  up  conveniently,  they  manu- 
factured a  scandal  —  the  Bun  Tuck  scandal ; 
and  now  what  do  we  find  ?  We  find  that  we 
ate  face  to  face  with  another  one,  which  they 
ue  pleased  to  term  the  Marine  scandal. 

An  Hon.  M^mbbb. — That  is  not  from  the 
Opposition. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER.— Why,  Sir,  we  cannot 
help  admiring  the  regularity  with  which  the 
Opposition  furnish  this  House  with  one  scandal 
After  another.  It  is  very  peculiar  that  those 
who  oppose  the  setting-up  of  this  Boyal  Gom- 
loission  to  inquire  into  this  marine-certificate 
^air,  or  this  so-called  Marine  scandal,  are  the 
vecy  persona  who  olamour  session  after  session 


for  Boyal  Gommissions.  Did  we  not  hear  them 
the  session  before  last  clamouring  for  a  Boyal 
Gommission  to  inquire  into  the  police  adminis- 
tration ?  Last  session  almost  day  after  day  we 
had  the  honourable  member  fur  Palmerston 
giving  notice  of  motion  asking  for  a  Boyal 
Commission  to  be  set  up  to  inquire  in'cO  certain 
alleged  irregularities  in  connection  with  the 
Givil  Service  of  this  colony. 

Mr.  PIBANI. — I  never  gave  notice  of  one. 

Mr.  GILFEDDEB.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man's memory  is  defective.  He  asked  for  a 
Boyal  Gommission  to  inquire  into  the  Givil 
Service.  Now,  Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  all  the 
Opposition  think  of  this  SQBsion  by  way  of 
policy  is  to  endeavour  to  make  a  mountain  out 
of  a  molehill,  to  discredit  the  Government  and 
the  party  by  implicating  them  in  an  alleged 
conspiracy  by  which  a  certain  gentleman— Gap- 
tain  Jones — obtained  a  certificate  in  an  irregular 
manner  and  by  dishonest  means.  1 1  may  be  said 
that  the  matter  under  discussion  is  of  import- 
ance to  this  House  and  country.  We  know 
very  well  that  if  we  place  incompetent  persons 
in  charge  of  sea-going  vessels  and  endanger 
life  we  are  doing  something  that  must  be  de- 
precated; but.  Sir,  where  does  the  irregularity 
come  in?  Not  in  the  administration  by  the 
Government,  but  by  the  officials  of  the  Marin* 
Department.  Has  the  evidence  in  any  way 
implicated  Ministers  ?  Gertainly  not.  We 
know  that  the  Gommission  will  elicit  all  the 
evidence  in  connection  with  this  affair,  and 
then  it  will  be  time  enough  for  us  to  come 
to  a  conclusion.  It  is  too  soon  yet  for  the  Oppo- 
sition to  endeavour  to  fasten  the  responsibility 
for  this  Marine  scandal  on  Ministers.  UntU 
we  ascertain  what  evidence  will  be  tendered, 
and  until  we  get  the  report  of  the  Boyal  Gom- 
mission, we  cannot  attach  any  blame  to  the 
Government.  The  members  of  the  Opposition 
advocate  a  parliamentary  Committee.  Are 
honourable  members  not  aware  that  during 
last  session,  when  it  was  proposed  to  set  up  a 
parliamentary  Committee,  or  Gommission,  in 
connection  with  the  Bun  Tuck  scandal,  the 
members  of  the  Opposition  opposed  the  motion? 
What  did  they  tell  us  ?  'They  told  us  that  this 
would  be  a  "  packed  "  Committee — that  there 
was  on  the  proposed  Committee  a  preponder- 
ance of  Government  supporters;  and,  conse- 
quently, the  honourable  gentleman  who  brought 
the  Bun  Tuck  charges  declmed  to  appear  before 
the  Committee.  Now,  does  the  Bight  Hon.  the 
Premier  himself,  or  the  Minister  of  Marine,  de- 
cline to  appear  before  this  Boyal  Gommission  ? 
I  should  be  very  much  astonished  if  they  did. 
I  believe  the  Opposition  will  be  surprised  to  find 
them  there,  and  giving  evidence  that  will  ex- 
onerate them.  The  honourable  member  for 
Bruce  read  an  extract  from  Todd  on  parlia- 
mentary government,  in  order  tj  show  that  a 
Boyal  Commission  ought  not  to  be  set  up,  that 
it  was  unconstitutional  in  a  case  of  this  kind  to 
set  up  a  Commission.  Bourinot  says,  with  re- 
gard to  such  Boyal  Commissions, — 

"  Besides  availing  itself  of  the  assistance  of 
select  parliamentary  Committees  in  speciflJ 
oases  requiring  the  collection  of  evidence  bear- 
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ing  on  a  question,  the  Oovemment  may  also, 
by  the  exercise  of  the  prerogative, 
appoint  a  Eoyal  Commission  to  make  inquiry 
into  matters  on  which  the  Grown  or  the 
'Country  requires  accurate  and  full  information. 
In  this  way  a  great  number  of  valuable  facts 
preliminary  to  executive  and  legislative  action 
may  be  elicited  with  respect  to  questions  which 
are  agitating  the  public  mind." 

Now,  I  know  as  well  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Bruce  that  Todd  has  laid  down  that  it  is 
unconstitutional  to  set  up  a  Royal  Commission 
when  the  conduct  of  Ministers  is  directly  im- 
peached ;  but  such  is  not  the  case  here  with 
regard  to  the  Marine  affair  at  all.    Why  did  the 
House  not  object  to  a  Royal  Commission  when 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City 
(Mr.  Taylor)  made  specific  charges  in  connection 
with  the  police  administration  against  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Defence  ?    I  maintain  that  it  is 
quite  regular  and  constitutional  in  a  case  of  this 
sort  to  set  up  a  Royal  Commission,  and  that 
if  the  Government  had  insisted  upon  appoint- 
ing a  parliamentary  Committee  to  inquire  into 
this  marine-certificate  irregularity  the  Opposi- 
tion, recognising  its  duty  to  be  to  oppose  any- 
thing and  everything  that  the  Government  pro- 
pose, would  offer  resistance,  and  would  demand 
in  no  uncertain  tone  a  Royal  Commission.    Sir, 
with  regard  to  this  amendment  of  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  I  shall  defer  my  remarks  until 
we  get  the   report  of   the  Royal  Commission 
itself.     The    honourable   member  for  Hawera 
considers  that  it  may  be  too  long  to  wait,  but  I 
think  we    shall    find,   to  the    discomfiture  of 
members  of  the  Opposition,  that  the  report  will 
be  here  rather  earlier  than  they  will  be  pre- 
pared to  discuss  it.    The  honourable  member 
for  Hawera  suggests  that  he   may  not  come 
back;  but  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  somebody 
else  in  the  seat  that  is  so  well  filled  by  the 
honourable  gentleman.    The  Speech  from  the 
Throne  opens  by  congratulating  the  members  of 
the  House  and  the  people  of  the  country  upon 
the  evidences  of  progress  and  prosperity  that 
we  find  everywhere  throughout  the  colony  at 
the  present  time.     Members  on  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House,  when  on  the  platform  in  every 
part  of  the  colony  during  the  recess,  have  sought 
to  lead  the  people  to  believe  that  very  litde, 
if  any,  credit  for  this  improved  state  of  affairs 
is    due  to  the  administration   of  the  present 
Liberal  Government.    What  .did  they  tell  the 
people  ?    They  said  that  the  prosperity  is  owing 
not  to  the  administration  or  legislation  of  the 
present    Government,   but   to  the  natural   re- 
sources of  the  country,  and  to  the  enterprise  of 
the  people.     Now,  we  must  bear  in  mind  that 
the  country,  before  the  present  Liberal  Govern- 
ment came  into  existence,  was  just  as  fertile, 
just  as  rich  in  natural  resources  ai  it  is  now ; 
and  the  activity  and  industry  people  possess 
now   they  possessed   before  the  Liberal  party 
came  into  olfice.     We  cure  quite  aware  that  it  is 
owing  to  a  great  extent — not  to  the  full  extent 
certainly,  but  in  a  great  measure — to  the  legis- 
lation   of   the    present   Government  that  full 
scope  has  been  given  to  the  activity,  the  self- 
reliance,   the  pluck,   and   the  perseverance  of 
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the  people  of  New  Zealand,  and  to  that  we 
must  attribute  the  altered  state  of  affairs  in 
this  country.    The  chief  factors,  Sir,  that,  to  my 
mind,  have  brought  about  the  improved  condi- 
tion of  affairs  in  New  Zealand  are  the  land-for- 
settlements  policy,   the  cheap-money  scheme, 
and  the  encouragement    that  has  been  given 
to  trade    and  industry.    The  members  of  the 
Opposition    have  endeavoured    to  make   capi- 
tal against  the   Government    by  comparative 
tables  showing   that  during  certain  years  of 
the   Conservative   administration  more  people 
were  placed  on   the   land   than   during  some 
years  of  Liberal  administration.     I  admit  that, 
in    numerous    instances,    such  may    be   cor- 
rect ;  but  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  avail- 
able Crown  lands  are  always  diminishing,  and 
that  the  more  people  there  are  placed  upon  the 
land  this  year  the  less  land  will  there  be,  and 
the  less  demand  for  land  will  there  be,  in  the 
following  season.    That  is  an  argument  that 
has   been  lost  sight  of  by  the  orators  of  the 
Opposition.    Now,  the  class  of  people  we  have 
put  on  the  land  during  the  Liberal  administra- 
tion is  a  class   that,   under  the  Conservative 
rigimCj  had  not  the  opportunity  or  the  means  of 
acquiring  property — had  no  hope  of  obtaining 
land,  or  of  building  homes  for  themselves  and 
their  families.      Again,   I  attribute  the   pro- 
sperity of  the  colony  to  the  inauguration  of 
the    cheap-money    scheme     by     the     present 
Government.     Some  one  will  say  that  interest 
on    money,   without    any    interference   what- 
ever from  the  Government,   has   a  tendency 
to  fall.     I   will   admit   that    in   every  conn- 
try,    as    things    progress,   and    as  population 
increases,    and    as    accumulated    capital    io* 
creases,   there  is  a  tendency  for  the   rate  of 
interest  to  fail.     But  how  long  would  it  take 
interest  in  New  Zealand  to    fall,  say,  3  per 
cent/?    It  has  been  said  that  interest  in  the 
Australian  Colonies  is  lower  than  it  is  in  New 
Zealand  ;  but  such  is  not  the  fact,  unless  it  is 
for  very  large  sums,  such  sums  as  very  few  in 
New  Zealand  will  borrow,  because  they  have 
not  the  property  to  give  as  security  for  snch 
very  large   loans.     Now,  I    attribute  the  pro- 
sperity in  a  very  great  measure  to  the  fa?t  that 
the  sum   of  £800,000  that   formerly  left  the 
shores  of  New  Zealand  co  go  to  the  Mother- 
country  to  make  rich  men  richer — to  go  into 
the  pockets  of  the  Philistines,  to  make  fat  men 
fatter — is  now  retained  in  New  Zealand,  to  be 
circulated  and  employed  to  encourage  indns- 
tries,  and  to  increase  the  wages  fund  of  the 
labouring  classes  of    the  country.    These  are 
facts    that    cannot     be     denied ;    and    I   ^'^ 
pleased    to   know    that    legislation    is   to  be 
introduced  this  session  to  further  reduce  the 
rate  of  interest,  and  that  the  operation  of  the 
Advances  to   Settlers  Act  is  to   be  extended. 
Now,  the  Premier   has    foreshadowed   in  his 
speeches  that  he  intended  to  reduce  the  rate 
of  interest  under  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act 
from  6  per  cent,  to  4J  per  cent.    I  would  advo- 
cate that  he  go  |  per  cent,  better,  and  rednoe 
it  to  4  per  cent.    That,  Sir,  to  my  mind,  seems 
quite   feasible.     What  do  we  find  now.    The 
interest  on  the  million-and-a-half  loan  at  5  pe' 
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<€flnt.  is  £75,000,  and  what  we  are  payiog  is 
£45,000,  taking  the  million  and  a  half— that 
is  (o  Bay,  if  the  dehentures  were  at  par,  and 
before  very  long  we  may  depend  upon  it  that 
the  money  will  be  got  at  par.  Then,  again, 
the  cost  of  administration  is  not  £50,000  for 
the  first  year  and  £20,000  for  each  succeed- 
ing year,  as  was  prophesied  by  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  but  only  £7,000  per 
Annum.  Now,  take  the  million  and-a-half- 
loan  by  way  of  illustration.  At  3  per  cent, 
the  interest  comes  to  £45,000,  and  £7,000 
for  the  cost  of  administration,  which  would 
make  it  £52,000.  A  charge  of  4  per  cent,  would 
give  £60,000,  so  that  we  have  still  a  margin  of 
£8,000.  Plainly,  if  we  were  to  reduce  the  rate 
of  interest  to  4  per  cent,  there  would  be  a 
margin  left  for  possible  losses,  suid  for  the  cost 
of  nkising  the  loan.  As  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  said  that  he  had  himself  advocated 
a  redaction  in  the  rate  of  interest,  I  hope, 
when  the  Premier  introduces  his  Bill  this 
session,  to  see  him  supporting  the  reduction  of 
the  rate  of  interest. 

Captun  RUSSELL. — I  said  it  was  proposed 
by  theboooorable  member  for  Patea. 
Mr.  GILPEDDER.  —  Well,    I    hope    the 

honourable  member  for  Patea  will  support  the 

Gorenunent  in  this  measure.  Again,  the  third 
fsetor  to  which  I  attribute  the  altereil  and 
improved  state  of  affairs  in  this  country  is 
the  encouragement  the  Government  has  given 
to  trade  and  industry.  With  regard  to  one 
important  industry,  the  gold-mining  industry, 
the  Government  have  been  fostering  it  for  years. 

An  Hon.  Msmbeb.— By  putting  a  duty  on 
machinery. 

Mr.GILFEDDER.— The  duty  on  machinery 
.ii  very  low  indeed.  With  regard  to  the  farming 
eommunity,  I  may  say  the  farmers  of  the 
country  are  taking  exception  to  the  amount  of 
money  the  Government  is  expending  on  the 
^oldfields.  They  tell  us  that  the  Government 
u  a  goldfields  Government.  The  honourable 
member  for  the  Buller  would  like  to  see  more 
money  going  to  the  West  Coast.     But,  Sir,  we 

830  '^^^^^o  ^^  down  on  the  Otago  gold- 
fields;  we  require  it  at  Preservation 
Inlet,  and  other  auriferous  districts  in  the 
louth.  Now,  with  regard  to  these  predictions 
of  the  Opposition.  It  is  pleasing,  from  our 
point  of  view,  to  look  to  the  fact  that  not  one 
of  them  has  been  realised.  We  were  told  a 
few  years  ago  that  we  were  galloping  to  a 
deficit,  that  we  were  frightening  away  capital, 
ttd  that  we  were  driving  away  our  population. 
But,  Sir,  we  hear  not  one  of  these  war  cries 
iiom  the  Opposition  today.  And,  instead  of 
gettirg  these  political  war  cries,  we  find  them 
degenerating  or  descending  to  these  scandals 
of  one  sort  or  other.  Are  we  frightening 
•way  capital  ?  Is  our  surplus  a  bogus  one  ? 
Are  we  now  seizing  the  sinking  funds  ?  We 
bear  not  one  of  these  old  cries  which  the 
<)ppoiiition  adopted  to  discredit  the  Govern - 
z&ent  in  the  eyes  of  the  intelligent  electors 
of  the  colony,  and  to  demonstrate  that  the 
Oovemment,  instead  of  being  administrators 
who  had  the  confidence  and  support  of   the 


great  mass  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand, 
and  whose  legislation  had  tended  so  much  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  people,  were 
endeavouring,  by  fair  means  and  otherwise,  to 
ruin  the  country.  The  Opposition  have  de- 
clared that,  even  if  they  are  returned  to  power, 
they  will  not  repeal  the  measures  that  have 
been  placed  on  the  statute-book  by  the  Liberal 
Administration.  That  is  their  usual  consist- 
ency. It  is  all  yery  well  indeed  for  the  Oppo- 
sition to  swallow  these  measures  when  they 
find  that  they  have  been  passed  with  the  assent 
and  consent  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of 
this  country.  We  know  very  well  that  if  they 
did  not  declare  that  they  will  not  repeal  one 
of  these  measures  they  would  not  have  a  possi- 
bility of  getting  a  seat  in  this  House.  There 
is  a  difference,  however,  between  repealing 
measures  and  allowing  them  to  die  a  natural 
death  —  treating  them,  in  fact,  as  if  they 
were  mere  dead- letters.  Take,  for  example, 
the  Old-age  Pensions  Act.  That  measure  is  to 
have  a  three-years  trial.  It  is  an  experimental 
and  tentative  measure.  It  will  die  a  natural 
death  in  1901,  and,  if  th%  Opposition  should 
be  in  power  at  that  time,  can  they  reasonably 
be  expected  to  re-enact  that  measure?  Why, 
certainly  not,  if  they  have  any  spark  of  con- 
sistency in  them  whatsoever.  The  Opposition 
persistently  and  consistently  obstructed  the 
passage  of  that  Bill  last  session,  and  are  they 
going  to  turn  round  now  and  gravely  swallow 
the  measure  holus-bolus?  Sarely  not.  With 
regard  to  other  measures,  take,  for  instance,  the 
advances  to  settlers.  We  have  extended  the 
time  during  which  authority  is  given  to  borrow 
a  million  and  a  half  to  1901.  That  authority 
ceases  in  two  years'  time.  Will  the  Opposition, 
if  they  are  in  power  then,  extend  the  time 
within  which  money  can  be  raised,  or  will  they 
give  permission  to  go  to  the  London  money 
market  and  raise  a  further  loan  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people  of  this  colony?  They  could  not 
be  reasonably  expected  to  do  that ;  and,  after 
all,  there  is  very  little  in  these  assertions 
from  the  members  of  the  Opposition,  that 
if  they  are  returned  to  power  they  will 
not  repeal  one  of  the  measures  that  have 
been  placed  on  the  statute-book  by  this  Govern- 
ment. If  these  Liberal  enactments  meet  with 
the  approval  of  the  Conservative  party,  why 
have  they  offered  such  strenuous  opposition  to 
them?  Why,  they  have  travelled  about  the 
colony  during  the  recess,  and,  instead  of  declar- 
ing their  hosttlity  to  these  measures  on  the 
public  platforms,  have  intimated  their  readi- 
ness to  adopt  the  Ministerial  programme.  All 
they  want  is  to  get  the  reins  of  power,  and  then 
they  will  do  as  they  please.  It  has  been  pointed 
out  by  an  Opposition  speaker  that  it  is  time 
enough  to  declare  a  policy  when  they  come 
into  power.  Mr.  Scobie  ^lackenzie,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City,  said  during  his 
speech  in  Invercargill  that  the  Opposition  had 
no  policy,  that  they  did  not  require  to  formu- 
late a  policy  until  they  came  into  ofi&oo ;  and 
he  noted  the  fact  that  John  Ballanoe,  after  the 
assembly  of  Parliament  in  1891,  asked  for  four 
months  of  an  adjournment  in  order  to  formu- 
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late  a  policy.  Now,  we  know  very  well  that 
John  Ballance  stuniped  the  colony  and  laid 
before  the  people  of  New  Zealand  the  main 
planks  of  the  Liberal  policy  that  we  are 
still  working  out.  Our  memoiies  take  us 
back  a  few  yearia  earlier,  and  we  find  Sir 
Qeorge  Grey  stumping  this  colony  on  the 
policy  of  "  one  man  one  vote."  I  think  it  is 
therefore  incumbeut  on  the  members  on  the 
Opposition  benches  to  formulate  a  policy. 
They  have  suffjcient  intelligence  if  they  only 
pull  together.  But  that  is  the  great  difficulty 
with  members  on  the  Opposition  side.  They 
wish  to  be  all  leaders  and  no  followerp.  Why, 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea  himself,  in 
the  early  part  of  the  recess,  formulated  a  kind  of 
little  "  tin-pot "  policy  of  his  own.  And  we  have 
Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie,  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City,  a  few  nights  ago  declaring 
that  the  Opposition,  in  spite  of  all  their  ability 
and  intellectual  capacity,  had  no  policy  to  lay 
before  the  country  so  as  to  enable  the  people 
to  take  the  alternative— either  an  Opposition 
policy  or  adhere  to  the  Government  and  their 
Liberal  policy.  Sir,  reference  was  made  in  His 
Excellency's  Speech  to  the  question  of  direct 
and  indirect  taxation.  It  has  been  pointed 
out  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  that  the 
Customs  duties  on  the  necessaries  of  life 
are  too  high.  I  should  like  very  much.  Sir, 
if  the  finances  of  the  country  would  permit  us, 
to  remit  as  much  as  possible  of  these  Cus- 
toms duties.  I  should  like  to  go  as  far  as  we 
possibly  can  in  the  direction  of  free-trade.  But 
what  does  it  mean  ?  It  m-  ans  that  the  revenue 
of  the  colony  must  be  maintained,  and  if  we 
take  off  the  duties  at  present  levied  on  arti- 
cles of  general  consumption  we  must  put  them 
on  something  else-  laiid,  we  will  say.  Now,  it 
has  been  pointed  out  that  we  have  no  businei-s 
to  have  a  surplus.  During  the  last  financial 
year  we  find  we  have  a  credit  bnlance  on  the 
year's  operations  of  £309,000.  That  has  been 
pointed  out  by  the  leading  lights  on  the  Opposi- 
tion benches,  who  declare  that  it  is  bad  finance 
to  have  a  credit  balance  at  all.  But  the  Oppo- 
sition party,  when  in  power,  not  only  in  this 
colony  but  also  in  the  ^lothcr-country,  take 
credit  to  themselves  whenever  they  find  a 
balance  on  the  right  side  of  the  ledger.  Now, 
this  credit  balance  or  surplus  goes  back  to  the 
people  of  the  country.  Whj',  one  would  con- 
clude from  the  speeches  of  the  Opposition  that 
somehow  or  another  it  goes  into  the  pockets  of 
the  Ministry  and  their  following.  We  shall 
find  that  one  of  two  things  must  occur  if  we 
remit  taxaiion  on  the  necessaries  of  life  :  either 
we  must  increase  the  land- tax — we  must  in- 
crease our  direct  taxation — or  otherwise  we 
must  resort  to  the  money- msrket  for  money  to 
carry  out  our  public  works.  We  shall  have  all 
the  less  for  constructing  roads  and  bridges,  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawera  is  one  of 
those  who  will  suffer.  Now,  with  regard  to  the 
railways,  it  was  pointed  out  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mac- 
kenzie) during  the  recess,  aiid  by  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  I  think,  during  his  speech  last 
evening,  that   we  were   starving  the  railways 
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in  order  to  create  a  surplus.  I  am  not  son- 
whether  I  quote  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
correctly  or  not,  but  I  am  sure  I  am  quoting 
correctly  the  senior  member  for  Dunedin  City. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  under  the  Rail- 
way Commissioners  the  railways  of  the  colony 
were  starved  in  order  to  create  a  surplus,  or 
make  the  two  ends  meet.  In  ray  own  dec- 
torate  I  remember  that  after  the  railways  re- 
verted to  the  control  of  the  Government  they 
had  to  renew  the  sleepers,  strengthen  the 
bridges,  and  put  on  additional  ballast.  There 
was  one  railway  in  my  district  that  was  almost 
unsafe  to  run  a  train  upon  at  all.  These  rail- 
ways were  starved  in  order  to  make  the  two 
ends  meet,  and  to  gain  a  credit  balance  for  th« 
Railway  Commissioners).  But  it  is  pleasing  to 
know  they  are  in  an  efficient  state  }u^i  now. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— Oh! 

Mr.  GILFEDDEH.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Hawera  is  generally  in  good  form  at 
the  beginning  of  the  session.  Now,  Sir,  wiib 
regard  to  the  surface-men  on  the  railway,  do 
we  not  remember  that  last  sefl«>ion  we  raised 
the  wages  of  these  men  by  6d.  a  day,  ao^ 
to  a  great  extent — I  am  spf^aking  now  of  th» 
south  part  of  the  South  Island — these  men 
whose  wages  have  been  raised  are  not  sap- 
porters  of  the  Government,  but  opponents?  I 
quite  agree  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Millar)  when  he  says  bi 
would  advocate  borrowing,  say,  half  a  millioD  » 
year  for  a  number  of  years,  in  order  to  carry  cot 
a  good  progressive  public- works  policy.  I  should 
be  in  favour  of  borrowing  half  a  million  ft 
year  for  the  next  ten  years,  so  as  to  enable  oi 
to  carry  out  a  public-works  policy  in  New  Zea- 
land. Supposing  we  have  not  recourse  to 
the  money-market,  what  is  the  result?  We 
shall  be  endeavouring  to  construct  ourpnblifr 
works  out  of  revenue ;  we  shall  be  bearing 
the  brunt  and  burden  of  constructing  cbeM 
works  ourselves  —  works  which  will  benefit 
posterity  without  their  oontributing  one  far- 
thing towards  the  cost.  !•  say  that  if  ^ 
do  not  adopt  a  scheme  of  that  sort  ^ 
shall,  sooner  or  later,  be  forced  to  go  in  iof 
a  very  large  loan  to  meet  the  expansion  of 
industry  and  the  growing  demands  of  ibi 
country.  It  is  unsatisfactory  to  go  in  for  a 
large  loan,  as  was  pointed  out  by  the  honoot- 
able  member  for  Dunedin  City.  If  we  bo^ 
row  five  millions  and  boom  the  public  worbof 
this  country  we  shall  be  attracting  from  othtf 
shores  labourers  to  New  Zealand.  We  sbooid 
boom  this  colony  for  a  time,  and  after  the  boom 
there  would  come  a  period  of  depression,  Bueb 
as  followed  the  public- works  policy  of  the  Iftt* 
Sir  Julius  Vogel.  Sir,  I  Rhall  be  in  favour  of 
borrowing,  say,  half  a  million  a  year  for  ibi 
next  ten  years.  I  am  pleased  to  note  tbai 
reference  has  been  made  to  the  construction  of 
roads  in  the  back  country.  Now,  I  say  t^**  * 
great  deal  of  credit  is  due  to  the  Liberal  Ad- 
ministration for  the  attention  paid  by  them 
to  the  struggling  settlers  in  the  back  blocks. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— You  know  little  about  it. 

Mr.  GILPEDDER,— The  honourable  m«B- 
ber  for  Hawera  says  he  knows  a  little  about  il> 
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Mr.  McGUIRE.— You  know  little  about  it. 
Mr.  GILFEDDER.— Well,  the  policy  of  the 
GovemmeDt  has  been  to  asKist  the  settlers  in 
the  bftck  country  by  roads  and  bridges  to  get 
(heir  produce  to  the  markets,  and  enable  them 
to  compete  with  those  more  favourably  situated 
thao  themselves.     It  should  be  the  object  of 
the  Government  to  do  what  they  possibly  can 
(0  open  up  the  back  country,  and  to  give  the 
aettiers,  now  almost  out  of  humanity's  reach, 
every  facility  to  get  their  produce  to  market, 
and  to  keep  their  homes,  rather  than  spend 
money  on  splendid  edifices  in  the  larger  cen- 
tnsof  population.    I  am  pleased  to  note  that 
legislation  will  be  introduced  during  this  ses- 
sion to  deal  with  wages,  the  hours  of  labour, 
and  other' matters    affecting    the   well-being 
of  the  working  part  of  the  community.    But, 
Sir,  with  regard  to  the  oo- operative  system,  I 
may  say  that  in  my  district  especially  it  is 
not  working  very  well.    I  am  not  in  favour 
of  this  co-operative  system  at  all.    What  I 
advocate  is  this  :    that,  instead  of  carrying  out 
these  pablio  works  on  the  co-operative  system, 
they  &oaId  be  done  by  the  tender  system,  and 
let  in  small  contracts.     What  do  we  find  now  ? 
That  these  labourers  on  the  co-operative  works 
wmehow  or  other  get  the  notion  that  they  are 
Civil  sarrants.     They  have  an  idea.   Sir,   that 
they  have  a  claim  on  the  Government— that  it 
is  the  bonnden  duty  of  the  Government  to  sup- 
port them  and  their  families  for  the  rest  of 
their  lives.    They  look  upon  the  Government 
u  a  sort  of   pillar   they  can   lean   well   up 
against.    We  should  disabuse  their  minds  of 
anything  of  that   sort,   and  therefore  I  think 
it  is  best  to  abolish  «he  co-operative  system 
altogether.    Certainly  a  few  years  ago  that  sys-- 
(on  was  necessary.    A  large  number  of  unem- 
ployed were  to  be  found  throughout  the  country, 
bnt  the  state  of  affairs  has  very  much  improved 
locently.    I  am  sony  to  know  there  are  still 
onemployed  in  Wellington.     Why,  during  the 
last  recess  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  on 
nathem  members,  asking  them  to  use  their 
inflaenoe  to  stop  co-operative  works   so  that 
fioners  might  be  able  to  get  hands  to  do  the 
harvesting.    Now,  with  regard  to  trade,  I  am 
pleased  to  know  that  our  trade  is  expanding, 
ind  that  it  is  likely  to  expand.    Unfortunately, 
with  a  number    of    countries  with  which  we 
tte  dealing  at  the  present  moment  the  balance 
of  trade  is  against  us.    I  would  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House  for  a  minute  or  two  while 
Iqnote  a  few  figures  with  regard  to  this  balance 
of  trade.    Our  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom, 
the  Aostralian  Colonies,  and  South  Africa  has 
^  fhe  past  year  been  in  our  favour,  whilst  our 
Qonunerce  with  the  rest  of  the  world  has  not 
iwon  so  advantageous  to  us.    The  figures  are  : — 
In  our  favour —  £ 

United  Kingdom  . .  . .  8,116,666 
Australian  Colonies  . .  816,292 
South  Africa  ..  2,710 

Against  us — 

Asia 406,680 

Pacific  islands       ..         ..      270,871 

America 240,887 

Continent  of  Europe       . .      230,163 
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This  brings  me.  Sir,  to  the  advisability  of  our 
doing  what  we  possioly  can  to  extend  cde  trade 
and  commerce  of  New  Zealand,  and  I  am 
pleased  to  know  that  the  Government  propose 
in  the  near  future  to  lend  assistance  to  the 
trade  between  New  Zealand  and  the  older 
countries.  Our  trade  with  the  Australian 
Colonies  has  certainly  been  in  our  favour 
hitherto,  but  we  lack  good  reliable  markets  in 
the  sister-colonies.  After  all,  what  do  we  find? 
We  find  it  is  their  misforcune  that  forms  our 
opportunity.  When  they  have  a  drought  or 
floods  in  the  sister  colonies  we  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  send  food-stufis  to  them ;  but,  after 
all,  the  permanent  and  reliable  markets  are  not 
in  the  sister  colonies.  I  am  one  of  those  who 
advocate  intercolonial  free- trade,  and  I  should 
like  to  see  reciprocity  between  Australia  and 
New  Zealand.  I  do  not  think  the  time  has 
come  to  join  in  federation,  because  to  my  mind 
the  advantages  we  would  derive  from  joining 
in  this  federation  with  Australia  would  not 
be  equal  to  the  responsibilities  we  should 
have  placed  on  our  shoulders  by  having  to 
protect  ourselves,  and  to  maintain  a  fleet  and 
a  standing  army  to  defend  our  shores  against 
the  possible  invasion  of  a  foreign  foe.  I  notice 
that  our  trade  with  South  Africa  for  the  past 
year  has  amounted  to  only  £2,700,  of  which 
the  export  of  preserved  meat  is  something 
about  £2,170.  Now,  Sir,  we  have  a  splendid 
outlet  for  our  products  in  South  Africa,  and 
it  behoves  us  to  do  what  we  possibly  can  to 
establish  ourselves  there.  We  shall  fiud  there 
a  good  market  for  bacon,  butter,  and  cheese, 
and  for  the  cheaper  classes  of  meat.  As  to  the 
Mother-country,  it  behoves  us  to  establish  our- 
selves in  the  markets  of  the  Mother-country 
before  the  opportunity  that  is  now  offering 
itself  to  us  has  passed  away.  We  find  in  South 
America  the  Argentine,  a  large  tract  of  country 
partly  agricultural  but  mainly  pastoral.  We 
find  there  a  fairly  good  climate,  and  the  only 
disadvantage  they  have — which  stands  in  our 
favour  and  keeps  them  from  competing  actively 
against  us — is  the  fact  that,  owing  to  ihe  inter- 
nal warfare  and  anarchy  that  prevails  in  South 
America,  they  are  unable  to  get  money  at  as 
cheap  a  rate  of  interest  as  we  can  obtain  it. 
But,  Sir,  we  may  rely  upon  the  fact  that  sooner 
or  later  a  settled  form  of  governmeiic  in  the 
South  American  States  will  tend  to  reduce  the 
rate  of  interest.  Then,  with  capital  flowing 
in,  with  their  available  lands  in  comparative 
proximity  to  the  Home-country,  we  shall  find 
active  competitors  against  us  in  the  markets  of 
the  United  Kingdom ;  and  if  we  do  not  avail 
ourselves  of  the  opportunity  of  establishing 
our  trade  with  the  Mother-country  before  we 
have  to  compete  with  those  in  SoutVi  America 
our  opportunity  will  have  passed  away.  Now, 
Sir,  I  wish  to  allude  to  the  rabbits.  The 
honourable  member  for  Mataura  has  asked  for 
a  return  of  our  export  of  rabbits  for  the  last 
year,  and  I  think  you  will  find  when  it  is  laid 
on  the  table  of  this  House  it  will  amount  to 
something  like  £150,000.  That  money  is  put 
n  circulation  amongst  those  who  need  it,  and 
who  are  looking  for  employment,  and,   as  a 
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coDseqaence,  we  find  in  the  southern  part  of 
New  Zealand  there  are  very  few  unemployed 
indeed.  That  accounts  for  the  fact  that,  where- 
as in  large  centres  like  Wellington  they  are 
troubled  with  a  dearth  of  employment,  we  in  the 
South  Island  have  no  lack  of  employment.  Sir, 
this  rabbit  industry  has  assumed  large  dimen- 
flions.  It  has  given  an  impetus,  for  example, 
to  the  timber  trade.  It  has  increased  tbe  rail- 
way revenue ;  and,  with  regard  to  the  rabbiters, 
we  find  that  no  less  a  sum  than  £75,000  has 
been  distributed  amongst  a  class  of  people  for 
whose  employment  the  Government  would  have 
had  to  make  provision  in  many  oases  were  the 
rabbit  industry  to  cease.  I  am  in  favour  of 
abolishing  the  Rabbit  Department  altogether. 
That  department  is  costing  this  colony  nearly 
£20,000  a  year,  and  I  should  be  in  favour  of 
abolishing  the  department  and  dismissing  the 
rabbit  agents,  and  devoting  the  money  thus 
saved,  first,  to  giving  encouragement  to  the 
extermination  of  rabbits  during  the  summer 
months  by  offering  a  bonus  on  skins,  when 
the  factories  are  closed  down  and  the  rabbits 
eure  allowed  to  increase.  And  the  remainder  of 
the  money  thus  saved  I  should  be  in  favour  of 
expending  in  the  assistance  of  local  bodies  and 
farmers  to  cope  with  the  small-bird  nuisance. 
Now  I  come  to  another  point  that  has  been 
alluded  to  by  the  mover  of  the  Address  in 
Beply,  and  also  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Caversham  —  namely,  the  old-age  pensions. 
The  hostility  that  was  evinced  to  this  measure 
during  last  session  seems  to  have  subsided. 
We  find  that  the  Old-age  Pensions  Act  has 
been  favourably  received  throughout  New  Zea- 
land. We  find  it  has  not  by  any  means  been 
the  drain  on  the  Colonial  Exchequer  that  was 
predicted  by  the  opponents  of  the  Bill,  and  we 
find  that  the  orators  of  the  Opposition  have 
told  us  on  the  public  platform  that  even  they 
themRelves  were  not  earnest  in  their  opposition 
to  this  measure,  but  that  they  are  even  in 
favour  of  retaining  it  on  the  statute-book.  I 
doubt  their  sincerity  very  much.  Now,  what 
do  we  find  ?  We  find  the  best  object-lesson, 
the  best  evidence  that  can  be  brought  promi- 
nently before  us,  is  the  fact  that  old  pioneer 
settlers  in  this  country — those  who  have  borne 
the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day — have  been 
coming  forward  to  the  Magistrates'  Courts  to 
prove  their  claims  to  the  old-age  pension  cer- 
tificate, instead  of  all  the  lower  types,  as  it 
were,  of  humanity.  Instead  of  those  who 
through  their  own  misdoings  have  brought 
about  their  own  poverty — those  on  the  bottom 
rung  of  the  social  ladder — getting  the  pension, 
we  find  for  the  most  part  they  are  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  the  country,  who  through  no  fault  of 
their  own  have  somehow  accumulated  less  of 
the  good  things  of  the  world  than  their  more 
fortunate  neighbours,  who  are  coming  forward 
to  prove  their  rights  and  to  receive  the  old-age 
pension.  The  only  tenable  argument  we  find 
adduced  against  the  pension  is  that  here  and 
there  in  isolated  instances  some  have  got  the 
pension  who  are  not  deserving.  But  that  is 
not  an  argument  against  the  principle.  I 
admit  there  ai  e  a  few  instances  of  those  who 
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are  not  entitled  getting  pensions,  and  it  is  well 
known  to  honourable  members  that  there  are 
persons  even  drawing  charitable  aid  who  are 
not  entitled  to  it ;  and  I  think,  further,  we  cu 
easily  surmiee  that  there  are  some  people  at 
large  who  should  be  in  gaol ;  but  thai  ii 
not  an  argument  against  this  principle.  Sir, 
this  measure  will  stand  out  for  all  time  as 
a  humane  enactment  placed  on  the  statuie- 
book  by  the  Liberal  Administration  of  this 
country,  and  I  venture  to  predict  that,  when 
the  history  of  the  colony  comes  to  be 
written,  the  historian  will  describe  the  legiBla- 
tion  of  the  present  Government  with  glowing 
colours.  He  will  point  with  pardonable  pride 
to  the  land  policy  of  the  Hon.  John  McKensie. 
He  will  allude  to  the  fact  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  given  every  assistance  to  the 
workers  of  the  colony  by  legislating  on  tbeir 
behalf.  He  will  dwell  on  the  fact  that  we  in 
New  Zealand  have  led  the  van  in  giving  Uie 
females  of  the  country  an  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  State.  But  there  will  be  one  measure  he 
will  exalt  to  the  ethereal  blue  itself,  and  ttaa; 
will  be  the  Old-age  Pensions  Act.  Now,  I  thinly 
my  time  has  nearly  expired.  Among  the  poinis 
that  will  be  accepted,  even  by  our  opponents, 
as  evidence  of  the  progress  of  the  country 
during  the  eight  years  the  Liberal  party  haw 
been  in  power  I  may  mention  the  fact  that  oat 
mineral  exports  have  increased  by  41  per  cent 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— No  fear. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER.— I  wish  the  honooraUe 
member  for  Hawera  would  consult  the  Year- 
book and  find  out  for  himself.  The  savingi- 
bank  deposits,  by  129  per  cent. ;  land-valaet, 
by  £27,500,000.  As  pointed  out  by  the  honour- 
able member  who  moved  the  Address  in  Bej^y. 
we  have  purchased  two  and  a  half  million 
acres  of  Native  land,  besides  estates  for  closer 
settlement ;  we  have  built  552  bridges,  and  we 
have  expended  on  roads  and  bridges  £1,612,854. 
We  have  advanced  £1,699,145  under  the  Ad- 
vances to  Settlers  Act  to  6,222  persons — not,  a» 
has  been  stated  by  some  members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, to  those  who  support  tbe  present  Go- 
vernment, for  they  are  for  the  most  part  our 
opponents.  It  is  pleasing  to  know  that  we 
have  emancipated  eight  thousand  persons  who 
had  to  contribute  towards  the  direct  taxation 
of  the  colony  under  the  property-tax.  The 
factories  have  increased  from  2,254  in  1891  to 
6,286  in  1899,  and  the  number  of  employes  from 
25,633  to  46,886.  As  I  pointed  out  before,  oar 
total  trade  has  increased  even  during  the  M 
year  by  £676,339.  These  must  be  accepted  u 
eloquent  testimony  of  the  colony's  buojAO^y 
and  growing  prosperity.    But, — 

Great  as  are  the  victories  whose  monuments  we  bm 
These  are  but  as  the  dawn  which  speaks  of  a  noos* 

tide  yet  to  be. 
You  may  depend  upon  the  fact  that,  so  long 
as  we  are  in  office  as  a  party,  we,  who  havo  tw 
welfare  of  the  great  masses  of  the  people  of  tbiB 
country  at  heart,  wiU  legislate  in  the  direction 
of  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  people  oi 
Q  f.  New  Zealand.  Here,  Sir,  we  have  » 
^•"'  colony  rich  in  mineral  wealth,  endowed 
with  a  splendid  genial  climate  and  fertile  sou, 
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affording  in  its  soenery  of  mountain,  lake,  and 
stream,  in  its  picturesque  dells  and  enchant- 
ing fern-groves,  a  wealth  of  delight  to  the  lover 
of  Nature's  handiwork,  and  inspiration  to  the 
poetic  mind.  Here  we  have  a  population  noted 
for  their  activity  and  industry,  and  it  behoves 
us,  as  legislators  who  are  intrusted  by  our 
fellow-men  to  mould  the  institutions  and  shape 
the  desiinies  of  this  rising  colony,  to  do  what 
we  possibly  can  to  enact  legislation  that  will 
tend  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  people 
of  New  Zealand.  Then,  Sir,  we  can  rest  assured 
that  the  colonising,  sterling  characteristics  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon  race  will  exert  themselves  to 
increase  trade,  to  extend  and  establish  indus- 
tries, and  to  promote  and  encourage  the  welfare 
snd  prosperity  of  New  Zealand,  until  the  rising 
san  of  prosperity  shall  shed  its  gladsome  rays 
o'ei  a  contented  people,  o'er  a  land  that  re- 
joiceth  as  the  lily  of  the  valley  and  blossometh 
as  the  rose— a  land  the  most  progressive  and 
prosperous  in  the  Australasian  group — the  pearl 
and  pride  of  the  Imperial  crown. 

Mr.  RAWLINS  (Tuapeka).— Mr.  Speaker- 
Sir,  after  the  very  flowery  language  of  the 
honoucable  member  who  has  just  sal  down,  I 
fear  I  ehall  fall  a  little  flat  to  those  people  who 
approve  of  "high-falutin'."  I  indulge  in  it 
myseii  when  I  have  nothing  else  to  talk  about — 
when  I  wish  to  fill  up  a  speech  which  I  know 
to  a  certain  extent  has  to  be  got  through  in  a 
long  time  and  with  very  little  to  say.  I  cannot 
to-night  go  into  that — my  time  is  limited  ;  but 
I  would  like  to  point  out  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wallace  that  in  dealing  with  the  ques- 
tions that  he  has  spoken  on  I  to  a  certain  extent 
entirely  agree  with  him.  I  do  not  wish  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  understand  that  I 
would  support  all  the  measures  that  he  has 
spoken  of ;  but  I  wish  this  House  perfectly  to 
QDderstAnd  this  :  that  it  is  not  so  much  upon  the 
questions  that  have  come  before  the  country 
mat  I  disagree  with  the  Ministry  as  it  is  on  the 
administration  of  the  departments,  about  one 
of  which  we  have  heard  so  much  to-night. 
That  administration  is  the  one  thing  I  object 
to  so  strongly  in  this  Ministry,  and  it  is  one  of 
tbe  reasons  why  I  am  here  to-night  in  this 
Honse  as  representative  for  the  constituency 
of  Tuapeka.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wallace  objected  to  the  Opposition  for  not 
having  produced  a  policy.  Now,  I  do  not 
know  that  it  is  possible  for  any  body  of  men, 
unyoked  together  to  a  certain  extent,  with  a 
leader  who  may  not  agres  exactly  with  what 
they  devise,  to  formulate  a  policy.  No  body  of 
men  can,  before  they  come  into  office,  put 
before  the  country  any  particular  specified 
policy  the  best  part  of  which  might  be  at  any 
moment  taken  charge  of  by  the  other  side  of 
the  House.  Toose  people  who  really  initiated 
it,  and  who  ought  to  get  the  credit  for  it, 
woola  in  the  long  run  simply  be  the  sufferers, 
^at  is  one  of  the  reasons  I  give  to  the  honour- 
able member  on  the  question  of  the  want  of  a 
poUoy.  Now,  he  said  that  on  every  occasion 
it  has  been  a  case  of  one  Parliament  and  one 
■candal.  I  would  ask  the  honourable  gentle- 
man where  the  scandals  come  from  ?    Do  they 


come  from  this  side  of  the  House,  or  do  they 
come  from  that? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Opposition  manufac- 
ture them. 

Mr.  KAWLINS. — I  do  not  know  anything 
about  the  manufacturing  the  Premier  speaks  of 
except  that  he  is  a  very  strong  and  very  good 
manufacturer  of  surpluses.  That  is  one  thing 
they  manufacture;  and,  also,  they  have  pro- 
duced in  the  history  of  this  country  since  I 
have  known  it — and  I  have  been  here  over 
thirty- four  years — many  scandals  that  have 
been  absolutely  forgotten  now,  and  I  do  not 
wish  to  rake  them  up.  We  are  treating  of 
one  particular  thing  at  the  present  moment, 
the  investigation  of  which  I  shall  refer  to  later 
on.  Now,  as  time  is  so  short,  I  will  pass  on  to 
the  qu'^stions  that  I  have  to  deal  with  to-night. 
I  wish  the  House  to  understand  that  I  entirely 
approve  of  what  is  known  as  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Act.  The  only  thing  I  do  object 
to  is  this:  that  if  this  land  is  purchased  it 
should  be  purchased  at  a  fair  price,  to  be  given 
according  to  what  the  law  allows.  I  do  not 
want  anything  further  than  that.  I  also  would 
like  to  see  ihede  lands  sold  for  cash  if  possible, 
so  that  the  money  might  be  used  again  as 
quickly  as  possible,  and  we  should  not  have 
to  go  on  the  London  market  to  borrow 
it.  I  should  also  like  to  see  going  hand  in 
hand  with  this  the  development  of  those  large 
tracts  of  land  that  occur  in  the  northern  part 
of  this  island  between  Taranaki  and  Auckland. 
I  believe  there  are  large  areas  there  of  very 
rich  soil  which  would  be  immediately  settled  if 
they  were  only  roaded.  Now,  the  difficulty,  of 
course,  is  that  people  say,  "  Why  should  we  go 
on  the  place  and  develop  new  ground  when  we 
can  look  over  our  next  neighbour's  fence  and 
say  we  want  that  man's  land  ?  "  Many  people 
say,  "  Why  shouLi  you  not  cut  up  that  land 
and  give  it  to  us?  "  In  the  general  principle  I 
do  not  believe  in  that.  Now,  we  know  that 
the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands,  who  is  not  in 
the  colony  at  the  present  time,  has  always  been 
strongly  opposed  to  giving  away  large  areas  of 
land.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  House — I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  called  a  scandal — whether 
they,  or  a  majority  of  them,  did  not  think  there 
was  a  great  want  of  consistency  on  the  part  of 
the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands  when  the  oppor- 
tunity occurred  of  showing  his  belief  in  deal- 
ing witti  leaseholds,  or  in  dealing  with  small 
areas  of  land,  that  he  should  have  obtained  for 
his  sons  or  himself  the  Bushy  Park  Estate. 

Hon.  Members. — ••  Oh ! " 

Mr.  HAWLINS.  —  Honourable  gentlemen 
say  "  Oh  ! "  I  only  want  to  point  this  out 
to  you  because  when  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
was  addressing  the  electors  in  my  constitu- 
ency he  made  a  reference  to  the  Bushy  Park 
transaction.  He  said,  **You  will  hardly  be- 
lieve It,  but  the  sons  of  John  McKenzie  are 
really  to  be  pitied  for  what  they  have  done. 
They  have  taken  over  a  propdrty  that  in  the 
last  year  of  the  Assets  Realisation  Board's 
management  only  returned  £80."  Now,  there 
is  a  dreadful  thing  I  Would  it  not  have  been 
better  for  the  Premier  to  have  told  his  hearea 


84 


Address  in  Beply : 


[HOUSE.]  No  Confidence.  [June  28 


tbat  one  of  the  eons  of  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  of  Lands  had  been  managing  that 
estate ;  and  if  the  statement  was  correct 
they  were  giving  £16,744  for  a  property  which 
only  returned  £80.  What  construction  would 
any  party,  knowing  that,  put  upon  those  words 
or  this  purchase?  What  can  they  make  out 
of  them  ?  Did  he  not  put  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  of  Lands  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma 
in  dealing  with  that  question?  I  think  he  did. 
With  regard  to  the  railways  of  this  country, 
I  have  noticed  them  very  particularly;  and 
during  the  last  twelve  years  I  have  been  four 
or  five  times  to  England,  and  I  have  been  not 
only  over  the  Continent  but  in  the  United 
States,  and  I  have  had  plenty  of  opportunity 
of  comparing  the  railways  of  this  country 
with  the  railways  of  other  countries.  I 
wish  particularly,  in  speaking  about  this,  to 
give  every  credit  to  the  Hon.  the  Minister 
for  Railways,  because  we  know  he  has  devoted 
every  moment  he  could  to  the  railways.  I 
believe  he  has  done  his  best  for  the  railways, 
and  I  believe  him  to  be  the  solitary  instance 
on  that  side  of  the  House  who  has  done  his  full 
duty  to  the  department  he  has  to  deal  with. 
I  do  not  wish .  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
think  for  one  moment — because  he  is  a  friend 
of  mine — that  I  am  finding  fault  with  what  he 
has  done,  as  far  as  it  goes ;  but  I  want  to  tell 
you,  and  I  want  to  tell  the  country,  that  the 
railways  of  this  colony  are  very  far  behind 
what  they  ought  to  be.  Take  the  very  first 
instance  of  providing  convenience  for  the 
public.  Here  we  have  second-class  carriages. 
There  are  people  in  this  colony  who  are  not  in 
a  position  to  pay  for  a  first-class  ticket.  They 
are  poor.  I  ask  you  why  those  people  should 
be  condemned  to  sit  upon  a  hard  board  when  a 
few  thousand  pounds  would  provide  them  with 
comfort,  and  would  provide  them  with  many 
things  our  railways  at  the  present  time  do  not 
posst  ss.  There  is  another  thing  that  has  struck 
me  forcibly,  and  which  ought  to  be  brougli 
forcibly  before  this  House,  and  that  is  the 
differential  rating  on  the  railways.  I  can  te 
you  this  much — and  the  honourable  member 
for  Oamaru  will  bear  me  out  in  this  statement 
— the  differential  rating  on  the  railways  has 
been  the  means  of  doing  a  great  injustice  to 
the  Town  of  Oamaru  as  a  port,  and  also  at  the 
same  time  it  has  put  us  in  this  position  :  When 
we  ask  the  Minister  for  trucks  at  such-and- 
such  a  place,  he  replies,  "  We  have  no  trucks." 
Why  have  you  not  any  trucks?  Is  it  not  be- 
oaupe  they  are  all  employed  in  the  North  Island 
competing  with  the  Manawatu  Railway,  and  in 
the  South  Island  competing  with  the  Union 
Steamship  Company,  at  an  absolute  loss  to  the 
colony?  When  I  tell  you  that  the  rate  of 
freighi  from  Oamaru  to  Dunedin  is  about 
129.  6d.  a  ton,  and  that  for  about  half  the 
distance  it  is  double  the  money,  you  will  ap- 
preciate what  I  say.  Goods  from  close  to  the 
town,  which  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things 
would  come  down  to  the  port  and  be  shipped 
away  by  steamship,  are  taken  away  to  Dunedin, 
jind  the  value  of  that  port,  from  its  geographi- 
cal position,  is  absolutely    destroyed    by  the 
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fact  that  we  are  running  the  railways  it 
a  loss  in  order  to  compete  with  the  Union 
Steamship  Company — a  company  that  b&s  no 
equal  for  management  in  any  part  of  the  world 
where  I  have  been.  We  have  also  the  fact  that 
the  Government  are  using  the  railways  for  the 
farmers  in  the  direction  of  carrying  lime  free. 
I  am  entirely  opposed  to  carrying  lime  free  for 
anybody.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  just  to  the  other 
people  of  this  country.  They  say  it  brings  a 
return  of  itself  in  the  extra  amount  of  pro- 
duce. As  to  that,  I  say — and  I  appeal  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Mataura  to  bear  me 
out  in  this — that  on  the  line  at  the  present 
moment  between  Invercargill  and  Donedin 
there  are  thousands  of  tons  of  stuff  waiting  to 
be  carried  away,  and  there  are  no  trucks  to 
take  it.  Then,  with  regard  to  another  question 
in  connection  with  the  railways :  As  to  engines, 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  said 
engines  ought  to  be  built  in  this  country.  I 
noticed  here  in  Wellington  in  December  last 
a  number  of  locomotives  being  taken  out  of  a 
large  steamer  which  was  alongside  the  wharf- 
I  was  very  pleased  to  see  these  engines  were  being 
imported,  because  I  look  at  the  matter  in  thii 
way :  If  we  can  build  engines  in  this  countryai 
a  cost  of  £3,000,  and  we  can  get  enisrines  from 
another  country  at  a  cost  of  only  £2,000,  we 
are  in  this  position — we  can  afford  to  distribute 
that  difference  of  £1,000  among  the  men  at  the 
Addington  or  other  workshops  of  the  colony, 
and  prevent  them  wasting  their  time  in  making 
things  in  the  manufacture  of  which  they  can- 
not compete  with  ocher  nations.  I  maintaiB, 
in  dealing  with  our  railways,  we  should  not  ti; 
to  manufacture  anything  in  this  country  at  all 
except  trucks  and  railway-carriages.  With  re- 
gard to  engines,  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  do 
it  at  present ;  and  I  would  agree  to  any  expendi- 
ture which  was  in  the  direction  of  putting  the 
railways  out  of  the  position  which  the  Minister 
for  Railways  has  often  said  they  are  in— that 
is,  provide  them  with  adequate  rolling-stock. 
There  is  another  matter  which  the  honourabli 
member  for  Wallace  referred  to,  and  tbat  wai 
in  connection  with  rabbits.  The  Railway  T>^' 
partment  have  not  laid  themselves  out  in  any 
way  to  deal  with  this  question  as  they  should 
do.  They  have  thrown  a  great  many  difi- 
culties  in  the  way  of  people  sending  these 
rabbits  from  the  different  stations.  In  the 
electorate  from  which  I  come  almost  every 
man  that  can  be  got  hold  of  daring  the 
last  six  or  seven  months  has  been  bosily 
occupied  in  catching  rabbits.  If  he  has  not 
been  occupied  in  catching  rabbits,  he  has 
been  occupied  in  catching  gold;  so  that  wehavt 
hardly  any  people  left  in  the  district  to  do  other 
work.  Now,  I  want  to  see,  as  to  a  certain  extent 
has  been  proposed  by  the  last  honourable  gentle- 
man, these  Rabbit  Acts  swept  away  for  ever.  } 
do  not  believe  in  the  Rabbit  Act,  because  it  ^ 
not  fairly  administered.  I  believe  the  amoont 
will  be  nearer  £40,000  than  £20,000,  as  tbe  last 
honourable  gentleman  stated.  I  believe  these 
Inspectors  are  only  drones.  They  have  worried 
the  people  in  my  electorate  to  such  an  extent 
that  at  the  present  moment  if  anybody  talks  to 
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anybody  else  about  rabbits  he  simply  says, 
"Look  what  they  are  doing  now:  they  are 
mftking  ns  poison  when  we  ought  to  be  trap- 
ping." If  we  can  find  any  means  of  dealing 
vrith  these  rabbits  you  would  see  a  very  great 
djfeience  in  the  amount  of  money  that  would 
come  from  the  export  of  them.  I  know  this 
boBiness  can  be  improved.  I  know  there  is 
room  for  improvement  in  dealing  with  the 
csniage  of  rabbits  on  the  railways,  and  I 
vut  to  see  facilities  in  that  direction.  Be- 
fore I  pass  from  the  question  of  our  railways, 
I  wish  particularly  to  impress  on  this  House 
the  fact  of  the  great  injustice  that  is  being 
done  to  the  Manawatu  Railway  Company  in 
connection  with  what  is  known  as  the  differen- 
tial rate  in  relation  to  the  competition  that  has 
oQcnrred  between  the  Government  and  a  pri- 
vate company.  These  people  came  to  this 
coontiy  many  years  ago,  when  Wellington  was 
not  80  flourishing  as  it  is  now ;  they  came 
hen  in  good  faith,  and  they  went  into  a  trans- 
action which  has  brought  into  this  colony  a 
very  large  sum  of  money.  I  am  not  going  to 
weary  honourable  members  with  a  lot  of  figures 
to-night;  I  am  merely  speaking  in  generali- 
tiee.  This  company  was  formed,  and  carried 
oat  the  whole  of  this  work,  and  has  carried  on 
ite  railway  affairs  to  the  very  best  advantage. 
U  hat  done  everything  it  possibly  could  to  de- 
velop the  country  through  which  the  railway 
went,  and  the  return  it  has  received  so  far  has 
been  ?ery  poor,  although  it  has  paid  something 
like  £72,000  in  general  and  local  taxation  since 
it  h&g  been  in  existence.  That  I  believe  to  be 
&yezy  great  injustice  to  private  enterprise  in 
thifl  country.  The  statement  has  been  made, 
"Ohl  but  we  want  to  buy  this  railway.*' 
That  is  no  reason  why  the  whole  community 
—  i  wealthy  community  —  should  take  the 
oroortunity  of  using  means  to  destroy  the 
we  of  property  that  they  themselves  are 
uizious  to  obtain.  There  have  been  several 
proposals  made  for  dealing  with  the  Customs 
taxation  in  the  direction  of  reducing  taxation 
oa  the  necessaries  of  life.  I  would  support 
any  such  proposal,  provided  I  could  see  that  it 
did  not  immediately  encumber  the  landowners. 
My  reason  for  saying  that  is  this  :  We  know  a 
great  many  estates  are  being  purchased  by  the 
Crown.  We  know  a  great  deal  of  land  is  being 
brought  into  occupation,  and  the  legislation  of 
this  country  is  directed  towards  efiectiog'the 
bteaking-up  of  large  estates.  My  view  of  the 
matter  i<i  thin  :  If  we  go  on  in  the  extravagant 
Dtttiiier  in  which  we  have  been  going  of  dealing 
with  public  affairs,  with  a  population  not  equaJ 
to  the  Town  of  Liverpool,  the  farmers  —  the 
email  farmers  of  the  country  —  will  find  this 
burden  of  taxation  falling  upon  them  before 
many  years  are  over  their  heads,  and  then 
there  will  be  a  tremendous  outcry,  and  we  shall 
have  to  go  in  for  serious  retrenchment  in 
CDnnection  with  our  public  affairs.  I  also 
think  the  matter  of  advances  to  settlers 
"[M  a  good  thing,  and  was  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  it,  and  the 
jnly  thing  I  ever  said  against  it  was  in  a  letter 
1  wrote  to  a  Minister,  in  which  I  said  I 
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I  afraid  it  could  not  be  disassociated  from  poli- 
tics. Well,  I  do  not  know  of  any  absolute 
losses  that  have  been  sustained  by  the  Govern- 
ment, but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  history  of 
the  Act  shows  that  to  some  extent  I  was  right. 
I  will  cite  a  case  that  ^ame  under  my  own 
notice.  A  gentleman  who  was  a  director  of  a 
certain  association  was  appointed  in  the  dis- 
trict  in  which  he  lived  to  be  the  Government 
valuator.  That  asssociation  had  lent  money  to 
farmers  in  the  operation  of  their  business,  and 
when  that  Act  came  into  force  those  farmers 
had  their  land  taken  over  by  the  Government, 
the  valuation  being  made  by  the  gentleman 
who  had  acted  as  a  director  of  the  association 
which  had  actually  lent  the  money  in  the  first 
instance.  One  of  the  sections  happened  to  be 
not  far  from  where  I  come  from,  and  a  gentle- 
man friend  of  mine  advanced  the  sum  of 
£700,  thinking  the  Government  valuation, 
which  was  to  be  made  by  this  gentleman 
who  was  acting  in  the  dual  capacity,  would 
be  sustained.  And  what  was  done  ?  It  was 
only  at  the  time  the  Hon.  the  Premier  was 
down  at  Miller's  Flat  that  this  man  ciune  to 
me  and  said,  *'  I  see  I  am  going  to  lose  £700; 
and  I  will  show  you  how."  And  he  showed  me. 
I  asked  him  who  valued  the  property,  and  he 
said  it  was  a  certain  gentleman.  Now,  the 
Government  is  perfectly  safe  as  regards  their 
advance  in  this  case,  but  I  want  to  point  out 
to  honourable  members  the  difficulty  and  the 
danger  of  allowing  political  infiuence  to  creep 
into  a  good  Act  such  as  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
is.  I  also  wish  to  point  out  to  the  House  and 
to  the  Government  that  when  they  brought  in 
that  Act  they  claimed  in  all  parts  of  the  colony 
that  they  had  succeeded  in  effecting  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  rate  of  interest  all  over  New  Zea- 
land. Now,  I  wish  to  ask  the  Government  if 
the  general  fall  in  the  rate  of  interest  has  not 
actually  made  them  propose  now  to  reduce 
their  own  rate  of  interest?  They  said  they 
were  the  people  who  got  the  rate  on  interest 
reduced ;  but  we  find  now  that  money  can  be 
borrowed  at  such  low  rates,  that  they  are 
anxious  to  give  the  money  to  the  people  who 
borrowed  it  at  nearly  the  price  they  them- 
selves gave  for  it.  I  will  now  pass  on  to  the 
Mining  Act.  The  Hon.  the  Premier,  when 
addresRing  meetings  of  my  constituents — for 
which  I  am  thankful  to  him — said  the  Govern- 
ment had  fostered  the  mining  industry  very 
much.  The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  Millar),  also  said  the  Mining  Act 
brought  in  by  the  present  Administration  had 
led  to  the  development  of  the  dredging  indus- 
try. I  am  pleased  to  hear  it.  I  want  to  point 
out  to  the  Premier  that,  when  he  was  Minister 
of  Mines  in  1891  and  succeeding  years,  the  Act 
then  in  force  was  a  very  good  one,  but  it  was 
amended  on  no  less  than  seven  different  oc- 
casions, and  in  the  end  it  was  so  contorted  that 
it  meant  nothing  but  confuBion  to  the  people  of 
the  colony.  Then,  last  year  he  swept  it  away 
altogether,  and  brought  in  a  totally  new  Act ; 
and  when  I  spoke  to  the  Premier  about  the 
rec^iilations  under  this  new  Act,  he  told  me, 
"  Oh,  you  know  nothing  about  it."    I  will  wager 
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£5  the  honourable  gentleman  said  there  was 
no  alteration  in  the  pegging-out  of  claims; 
and  when  he  got  on  the  platform  he  said  the 
reason  the  Act  was  altered  in  the  direction  it 
was  altered  was  that  a  miner  pegged  out  a 
claim  and  a  lawsuit  at  the  same  time.  Now,  I 
took  the  trouble  to  go  to  the  Lawrence  Court, 
where  I  examined  the  books  for  the  year  1890 
and  the  two  followiDg  years,  and  I  found  that 
in  those  three  years  1,485  applications  were 
made,  and  there  was  not  one  lawsuit  or  one 
question  of  any  kind  in  connection  with  these 
applications  as  regards  pegging  that  led  to  any 
difficulty.  The  other  day  the  Premier  expressed 
to  me  the  opinion  that  it  was  some  one  else  that 
was  to  blame  for  the  regulations.  At  any  rate, 
I  do  not  think  the  honourable  gentleman  knew 
what  he  was  talking  aboat.  If  you  want  to  peg 
out  a  mile  of  liver  you  have  to  take  with  you 
forty  pegs,  4  ft.  long,  weighing  about  6  cwt.  or 
7  cwt.  The  Premier  is  always  saying  what  is 
being  done  for  the  poor  man,  but  the  poor  man  is 
not  in  a  position  to  do  anything  like  that,  and  the 
Warden  cannot  give  him  any  instructions  as  to 
what  he  should  do.  I  was  myself  going  to  peg 
out  a  valuable  claim  on  the  Dunstan  Flat,  and 
I  said  to  the  Warden,  *'I  am  anxious  about 
this  bit  of  land  ;  if  it  is  known  that  I  am  going 
to  apply  for  it  some  one  else  may  come  and  ap- 
ply for  it  and  get  it  before  me."  He  said  I 
must  peg  it  out  and  apply  for  it  afterwards.  I 
then  went  to  a  lawyer  and  asked  what  I  should 
do.  I  said,  '*  If  it  is  known  that  I  am  going  to 
make  this  application  somebody  will  peg  it  out, 
and,  if  I  peg  it  out,  somebody  will  make  an 
application  before  me."  I  was  on  the  horns 
of  a  dilemma.  What  was  I  to  do?  Well,  I 
made  an  application,  then  I  pegged  out  the 
claim ;  then  1  threw  it  up,  and  afterwards  I 
made  application  again. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — You  do  not  know  your 
business. 

Mr.  KAWLINS. — I  understood  it  this  much, 
at  any  rate  :  that  I  wanted  to  get  hold  of  the 
claim,  because  it  was  a  valuable  property. 
However,  I  put  it  to  the  House  if  it  is  in  the 
direction  of  simplifying  a  thing  when  a  man 
has  to  do  that,  and  to  employ  a  horse  and  cart 
to  do  it  at  night,  by  candle-light.  I  would 
scarcely  credit  that  a  gentleman  with  a  smile 
on  his  face,  as  the  Premier  has  at  the  present 
moment,  has  actually  inserted  into  the  Act  a 
provision  that  if  a  man  has  a  sluicing-claim  in 
any  part  of  the  colony  he  has  to  have  seven- 
teen men  on  it  in  the  first  year  and  twenty- 
five  in  the  second  year. 

An  Hon.  Member. — What  is  the  area? 

Mr.  BAWLINS. — I  am  not  speaking  about 
the  area.  Of  course,  a  man  will  take  up  a  lot 
of  useless  ground  in  order  to  protect  himself 
from  other  people.  The  question  of  area  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  case.  You  may  hold  a 
claim  on  the  Molyneux  that  is  40  ft.  deep,  and 
runs  down  the  river  for  a  mile,  and  in  another 
part  of  Otago  you  may  have  a  river  claim 
that  is  not  3  ft.  deep,  and  you  would  require 
three  miles  of  the  river  to  cover  the  same 
area.  Those  are  things  that  require  amending. 
I  received  this  document  this  afternoon  from 
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Q  q^  my  district.  I  am  chairman  of  the 
^'^'  Miners'  Association  at  Miller's  Flat,  and 
they  have  sent  me  a  petition  to  present  to  the 
Premier,  or  to  the  House,  asking  that  then 
regulations  be  removed.  Some  poor  men  who 
hold  a  claim  at  Maungatua  came  to  the  Warden 
at  Lawrence  a  fortnight  ago,  and  asked  him 
to  grant  them  a  remission  of  this  clanse, 
which  provides  that  they  are  to  have  seven- 
teen men  employed  the  first  year  and  twenty- 
five  the  second  year.  The  Warden  told  them 
he  could  not  grant  their  request.  He  said,  "I 
will  give  you  twelve  months  to  consider  your 
position.  You  have  taken  up  too  much  land, 
and  yotT  have  not  the  water  to  work  it."  Bat 
there  is  not  more  water  there.  That  is  not 
in  the  direction  of  doing  everything  he  can  to 
help  the  working-man  and  to  assist  the  mining 
industry,  as  the  Premier  has  always  maintained 
he  has  done.  I  want  to  tell  the  House  and  the 
country  that  there  is  shortly  going  to  be  one  of 
the  biggest  developments  in  gold-mining  tbii 
have  ever  been  known  in  this  country.  There 
is  not  an  acre  of  auriferous  land  in  Otago  or 
the  West  Coast  at  the  present  time  that  has 
not  got  some  one's  eye  fixed  upon  it.  And  if  it 
were  not  for  the  difiicultyof  getting  machinery, 
more  work  would  be  going  on  now.  The  other 
night  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Gitj 
(Mr.  Millar)  suggested  an  increase  of  the  pie- 
sent  duty  of  5  per  cent,  on  machinery  required 
for  the  development  of  the  best  industry  in  this 
country.  That  is  a  proposal  in  the  wrong 
direction.  Five  per  cent,  is  bad  enough ;  but 
any  one  who  proposes  to  increase  that  dutj 
is  not  looking  after  the  best  interests  of  the 
colony.  The  honourable  member  also  said 
that  previous  Administrations  on  this  side  of 
the  House  had  only  erected  a  lighthouse,  and 
that  the  people  will  have  to  put  a  light  in  it- 
I  hope  the  people  will  put  grease  on  the  wheels 
of  the  machine  that  turns  the  light ;  it  is  re- 
quired. I  now  propose  to  say  a  few  words  with 
reference  to  the  Marine  scandal.  I  do  not 
know  anything  about  the  details,  but  I  know 
a  little  about  the  affair.  I  am  not  going  to  im- 
peach the  Premier  or  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
except  on  their  own  words.  The  Premier,  as  1 
paid  before,  is  a  great  stickler  for  what  is  right. 
Nobody  ever  accuses  him  of  doing  anything 
wrong.  In  April  last  the  Premier  said  this  s( 
Opifnake : — 

*'  Ministers  were  the  advisers  of  the  Crown, 
and  would  be  called  on  to  judge  themf>elvee, 
which  would  be  a  false  position,  and  they  de- 
clined to  be  placed  in  it.  Ministers  were  re- 
sponsible to  Parliament,  but  would  not  mtk^ 
themselves  responsible  to  any  Royal  Com- 
mission." 

He  says  they  would  not  make  themselves 
responsible  to  any  Boyal  Commission,  and  yst 
in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  it  is  proposed  to 
srt  up  a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  this 
Marine  scandal.  If  we  are  not  going  to  get  the 
evidence  which  we  believe  he  is  capable  of 
giving  in  order  to  elucidate  the  mystery  in  con- 
nection with  this  affair,  then  I  say  we  may 
spare  the  time  and  expense  of  setting  up  the 
Commission.     We  were  told  last  year  that  the 
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money  spent  on  the  Police  Commission  was 
money  wasted.  We  were  told  by  members  on 
that  side  of  the  House  that  only  two  of  the 
charges  were  proved  before  the  Police  Com- 
mission, and  one  of  them  was  in  connection 
with  a  poor  policeman  who  carried  a  dead  baby 
in  a  box  in  a  train.  I  want  to  know  if  this  is 
to  be  the  position  which  the  Premier  and  the 
Minister  of  Marine  are  going  to  take  up  in 
connection  with  the  Marine  scandal.  If  that 
is  so,  what  is  the  good  of  having  a  Com- 
mission at  all?  The  Premier,  in  hiq  pere- 
grinations iast  year,  when  he  was  spending  the 
colony's  money  in  doing  business  in  connection 
with  his  party,  came  to  Lawrence,  and  I  was 
there.  I  wish,  Sir,  you  would  allow  me  to  go 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  and  describe  how  he 
acted  on  that  occasion.  I  could  show  you  how 
the  Premier  dashed  into  the  back  of  the  stage, 
how  he  squared  his  shoulders  and  flourished  a 
dooQinenc  in  his  hand,  how,  with  a  tremen- 
doos  sweep,  he  flourished  a  telegram,  and  how 
he  prepared  the  people  in  that  hall  for  the 
d/huwmtnt.  The  honourable  gentleman  said, 
"Bo  yon  know  what  they   are  saying  now  ? 

They  are  saying  that  I  had  to  do  with  the 

Minne  acandal."    A  monstrous  thing,  was  it 

not?    He  said,— 
"I have  jreceived  from  the  Minister  of  Marine 

this  telegram  :  '  You  [the  Premier]  were  not 
io  the  country  at  the  time,  and  we  at  no  time 
had  any  conversation  about  Jones,  his  certi- 
ficate, or  anything  concerning  him,  until  some 
time  after  Mr.  J.  Hutoheson's  speech.  I  never 
authorised  a  permit  allowing  his  examination, 
and  was  not  aware  that  one  was  required  or 
had  been  given  until  the  eve  of  the  magisterial 
inquiry.*" 

I  give  the  story  that  the  Premier  told.  It  is 
not  mine :  he  was  the  originator  of  it.  'J'here 
the  two  men  sit — the  man  who  wrote  the  tele- 
gram and  the  man  who  read  it.  Some  days 
before  that  the  Premier  said,  "  I  neither  spoke 
to  Mr.  Hall-Jones  about  Captain  Jones's  ex- 
amination, nor  did  I  write  to  him." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  say  so  now. 

Mr.  RAWLINS.— He  goes  on,— 

"  I  went  to  England  in  April,  and  the  ex- 
amination took  place  in  July.  The  flrst  I  knew 
of  Captain  Jones  or  his  examination  was  after 
Mr.  J.  Hntcheson's  speech  in  the  House.  The 
evidence  given  by  Allport  in  the  Supreme  Court 
ii  incorrect.  The  Minister  for  Marine  was 
■nmmoned  by  the  defence,  and  would  have 
given  evidence  that  there  was  no  direction  for 
Jones's  captain's  examination.  The  counsel  for 
the  Crown  entered  a  nolle  ^prosequi  against  the 
express  wish  of  the  Minister  to  go  on,  and  thus 
prevented  the  Minister  of  Marine  clearing 
himself  of  the  imputation  that  he  had  given 
directions  or  interfered  in  the  slightest  way." 

There,  Sir,  were  the  statements  made  by  the 
Premier  of  this  country  and  the  telegram  sent 
by  the  Minister  of  Marine.  Now,  about  six 
weeks  afterwards  we  were  horrified  down  South 
to  read  in  the  paper  that  the  Premier,  in  the 
evidence  he  gave  in  the  Supreme  Court— I  be- 
lieve it  was — admitted  that  he  did  know  some- 
thing about  the  Marine  scandal.    I  am  not  cer- 


tain, for  I  am  in  a  bit  of  a  fog  as  to  where  all  this 
happened.  I  am  in  this  position :  that  I  am 
speaking  about  a  thing  I  have  only  got  from 
the  newspapers.  In  the  meantime,  I  must  tell 
you,  another  telegram  was  mentioned  in  the 
newspaper,  and  this  is  the  telegram  sent  down 
by  the  Premier  on  the  18th  April,  just  about 
the  time  he  was  going  to  England  in  1897.  He 
sent  this  telegram  to  Mr.  Hall-Jones — the  tele- 
gram mentioned  in  Court : — 

"  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  have  the 
question  of  issuing  a  certificate  to  Captain 
Jones,  of  the  '  Duco,'  settled.  From  the  papers 
presented  to  me  I  am  of  opinion  that  he  is 
entitled  to  what  he  wants,  and  is  much  more 
highly  qualified  than  certain  of  the  names 
mentioned.  Captain  Allman  thinks  highly  of 
him." 

This  is  certain :  Things  have  turned  up 
since  which  disprove  the  circumstances  men- 
tioned by  the  Premier ;  and  I  will  ask  him 
and  Mr.  Hall- Jones,  if  what  I  have  read  is  true, 
bow  they  are  going  to  answer  these  circum- 
stances, and  when.  However,  I  do  not  sup- 
pose I  shall  get  any  reply,  so  I  will  go  on  to 
something  else.  The  honourable  middle  mem- 
ber for  l3unedin  City,  while  speaking  about 
what  we  know  as  a  free  breakfast  -  table  the 
other  night,  was  totally  opposed  to  dealing 
with  the  question  of  giving  relief  in  that  direc- 
tion. In  this  country  we  absolutely  every  year 
raise  £143,000  from  sugar.  Sugar  is  one  of  the 
best  things  to  tax,  because  you  cannot  make  it 
in  the  country,  and  it  is  easily  put  through  the 
Customs  and  easily  collected,  and  there  is  no 
smuggling  in  it.  We  also  pay  £75,000  a  year 
for  tea.  I  believe  it  is  a  very  good  thing  to  tax, 
for  the  same  reason  as  sugar  is.  Kerosene  we 
give  £59,000  for.  Coming  to  the  question  of 
salt,  there  is  £6,000  of  duty.  I  iun  very  sorry 
there  is  any  duty  placed  on  the  coarser  salt 
used  by  the  farmers,  because  it  is  a  most  valu- 
able commodity,  and  should  be  introduced 
free.  I  do  not  object  to  some  duties,  but 
I  do  strongly  object  to  this  one.  There  was  a 
Boyal  Commission — another  instance  of  waste 
of  money  in  the  country — some  five  or  six  years 
ago,  and  the  honourable  member  for  Waimate 
was  Chairman  of  it.  I  went  to  give  evidence 
before  that  Commission  in  connection  with  thi» 
affair — and  I  see  several  gentlemen  still  in  the 
House  who  were  on  that  Commission.  They 
took  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  reported  to  the 
House,  and  after  all  the  expense  and  all  the 
trouble  and  anxiety — which  I  am  sure  aged  the 
Chairman  very  considerably  during  the  time  he 
was  on  the  Commission — it  was  all  money 
thrown  away,  because  when  the  time  came  when 
their  report  might  have  been  acted  upon,  and 
when  there  was  an  opportunity  of  being  able  to 
show  that  a  Royal  Commission  may  be  of  some 
use,  every  advantage  was  thrown  to  the  wind, 
and  the  Ministry  went  on  their  own,  and 
have  raised  the  taxation  since  that  time  by 
£293,000  a  year.  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man laughs— £293,000  a  year.  But  you  must 
remember  that  the  growing  circumstances  of 
the  Liberal  party  necessitated  them  having 
a  very  large  number  of  extra  people  to  put 
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into  billets,  and  the  consequence  is,  we  are 
paying  something  like  £80,000  to  £120,000 
a  year  more  for  carrying  on  the  business 
of  the  country  than  at  the  time  that 
Commission  went  round.  With  regard  to 
the  question  of  economy,  if  we  are  going  to 
have  economy,  if  we  want  to  save  money,  if  we 
are  going  to  cut  down  the  Customs  duties,  the 
first  thing  is  to  go  to  headquarters  and  cut 
down  the  cost  of  managing  the  country,  and 
bring  it  within  reasonable  limits.  If  we  want 
to  save  money  we  should  sweep  away  the  large 
army  of  men  known  as  extra  clerks.  That  is 
the  way  to  save  money,  instead  of  cutting  it  off 
such  important  things  as  tea,  kerosene,  rice, 
and  so  on.  I  am  a  Free-trader,  and  am  not 
ashamed  of  it.  I  believe  in  free-trade :  it  has 
made  England  the  greatest  nation  in  the  world. 
And  I  am  satisfied  if  we  can  only  go  on  in  that 
direction.  I  do  not  say  our  circumstances  will 
allow  us  to  go  in  for  total  free -trade;  but 
when  a  gentleman  proposes  to  put  a  tax  on 
mining,  one  of  the  best  industries  of  the  colony, 
he  is  going  in  the  wrong  direction.  In  regard  to 
expenditure,  this  House,  twelve  months  ago — I 
do  not  know  what  it  was  thinking  of — passed  a 
monstrous  Bill  called  the  Old-age  Pensions  Bill. 
I  am  not  at  all  afraid  of  my  constituents  in  deal- 
ing with  this  question.  This  Bill  was  brought 
in  and  carried  through  both  Houses  by  one 
man  only.  It  was  not  a  reflex  of  the  opinions 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  There  are  a 
number  of  persons  in  this  country  who  had,  to 
a  certain  extent,  to  support  and  foster  their 
parents,  and  it  was  right  that  they  should  do 
so.  There  were  a  number  who  had  absolutely 
pauperised  themselves  by  using  what  they 
should  not  have  used,  and  those  people  to  a 
certain  extent  have  had  to  come  to  the  people 
of  the  country  and  get  support  from  them. 
Have  we  not  food  so  cheap  that  a  man  can  live 
for  6s.  or  7s.  a  week  ?  Have  we  not  the  advan- 
tage of  a  temperate  climate  and  everything  a 
country  could  have — everything  that  could  be 
wanted  ?  And  to  think  that  this  young  country, 
with  no  people,  as  the  Premier  says,  out  of 
work,  and  in  a  prosperous  condition — certainly 
there  are  two  thousand  eight  hundred  working 
on  co-operative  works — but,  after  all,  this  Act  is 
only  an  extension  of  charitable  aid.  I  had  an 
application  from  a  person  only  the  other  day 
who  is  no  more  entitled  to  a  pension  than  I  am, 
and  we  have,  as  one  gentleman  said  to-day, 
such  cases,  and  they  are  coming  continually 
before  the  country.  We  know  them,  but  we 
cannot  speak  about  them,  because  it  is  not  our 
business,  but  unfortunately  we  have  no  way  of 
checking  them.  No  man  likes  to  go  and  say 
So-and-so  should  not  get  a  pension,  and  we 
have  to  pay  these  pensions.  You  may  talk 
about  being  frightened  of  your  constituents, 
but  if  I  lost  every  vote  to-morrow  I  would  not 
say  I  approved  of  extending  charitable  aid  to 
people  in  a  country  which  is  so  flourishing  as 
this.  I  say  it  is  a  scandal  to  talk  of  it.  Mr. 
Chamberlain  has  said  *'it  is  a  thing  that  can- 
not be  done  very  easily,"  but  it  is  a  thing  that 
abnolutely  has  to  come  before  the  minds  of 
l^i-eat  men  like  that  gentleman   there.    That 
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particular  gentleman,  and  the  Upper  Hooee 
that  is  appointed  by  him,  passed  this  Act, 
and  they  would  never  have  done  it  if  it  had 
been  referred  to  the  free  and  intellectoal 
consideration  of  the  people  of  this  colony. 
It  would  in  that  case  never  have  become 
law.  I  am  ashamed  of  it.  This  fostering  of 
affairs  of  all  kinds  that  has  grown  up  in  thig 
country  in  the  direction  of  assisting  people  in- 
stead of  allowing  them  to  go  upon  their  owd 
resources,  and  doing  everything  for  them  that 
they  can  and  ought  to  do  for  themselves,  is  a 
very  bad  thing  for  the  community.  This  Qo- 
vemment  is  constantly  telling  a  man,  "Wa 
shall  patch  you  with  this,  and  patch  yon  with 
that."  Instead  of  making  living  cheap,  whal 
have  they  been  doing  ?  Putting  taxation  on 
almost  everything  from  the  time  a  man  gats 
up  in  the  morning  until  he  goes  to  bed  at 
night.  I  said  that  food  was  cheap,  and  I 
maintain  that  the  absolute  necessaries  of  life 
8Lre  cheap,  and  that  a  man  can  live  for  6b.  a 
week.  I  have  done  it  myself,  and  I  am  speak- 
ing about  a  thing  I  know  of.  I  say  it  is  in  the 
wrong  direction  we  are  going — the  assisting  of 
anybody  at  all.  Nobody  ought  to  be  assisted. 
If  a  man  requires  charitable  aid  let  him  go  to 
where  he  gets  charitable  aid.  But  I  also  say  this 
much :  that  in  connection  with  all  the  pablio 
works,  railways,  and  everything  connected  with 
the  (Government,  there  ought  to  be  an  insoi- 
anco  for  every  man  that  goes  in.  There  shoald 
be  a  certain  amount  of  money  taken  from  his 
wages  to  provide  for  him  in  case  of  accident 
and  old  age.  That  ought  to  be  done,  and  I 
know  it  is  done  in  some  departments.  How- 
ever, the  question  is  gone  now,  and  you  have  to 
spend  £140,000  a  year  in  assisting  people  all  of 
whom  were  up  to  last  year  able  to  make  their 
own  living  by  their  own  private  exertions  or 
family  support.  With  this  fact  in  view,  how 
are  you  going  to  make  any  reduction  in  the 
Customs  duties  to  give  relief  to  the  people  of 
this  country  ?  You  cannot  do  it  unless  you 
commence  by  retrenchment.  I  do  not  know 
how  to  do  it  otherwise,  and  if  the  time  ever 
comes  when  I  shall  sit  on  that  side  of  the 
House,  and  on  the  Treasury  benches,  I  will 
certainly  move  in  the  direction  of  having  very 
considerable  retrenchment  in  the  cost  of  the 
management  of  this  country. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  (Motueka).— I  do  not 
know.  Sir,  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  refer 
at  any  great  length  to  the  extraordinary  state- 
ments, or  misstatements,  we  have  just  listened 
to  from  the  honourable  member  for  Tuapeka, 
and  I  do  not  know  whether  to  congratulate  the 
House  on  having  had  let  loose  on  it  a  flood  of 
talk  that  means  little  or  nothing — a  flood  of 
talk  that  nobody  will  pay  the  slightest  atten- 
tion to.  I  am  not  sure  whether  the  House  is 
to  be  congratulated  or  commiserated  with 
on  having  the  honourable  member  amongst  its 
number.  However,  I  wish  to  refer  to  a  feF  of 
the  remarks  the  honourable  member  noade. 
There  is  not  one  remark  I  can  agree  with, 
excepting  the  remark  he  made  in  reply  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Oamaru  that 
he    (the    honourable    member    for    Tuapeka) 
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knew  nothing  whatever  about  politics.  I 
thonght  to  myself  that  when  the  honour- 
Able  member  for  Tuapeka  has  been  in 
this  House  as  long  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Oamam  he  will  probably  know  a  great  deal 
more  about  politics  than  he  does  to-night ;  but 
be  is  not  even  then  likely  to  understand  public 
ouestions  as  well  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Oamam  does,  for  it  is  evident  that  the  honour- 
able member '  is  only  commencing  to  serve 
his  apprenticeship  at  the  present  time.  My 
honourable  friend  spoke  of  the  Manawatu  Rail- 
way Company,  which  has  been  on  the  floor  of 
this  House  on  many  previous  occasions.  I  am 
very  sorry  the  honourable  gentleman  referred 
to  this  matter,  because  it  is  quite  evident  that 
he  does  not  understand  much  about  it.  If  he 
knew  anything  about  the  Manawatu  Railway 
Company  he  would  know  that  the  company 
hu  been  treated  very  fairly  and  liberally  in- 
deed by  this  colony.  As  far  as  I  can  recollect 
—and  I  was  living  in  Wellington  at  the  time 
the  Manawatu  Railway  was  started,  and  I 
had  something  to  do  with  the  construction  of 
Bome  of  it — the  company  received  nearly  suffi- 
cient Crown  land  from  the  people  of  this  colony 
to  pay  for  the  construction  of  the  railway,  so 
that  at  the  present  time  they  have  got  the 
railway  practically  for  nothing ;  consequently 
uaitfaer  the  people  of  the  colony  nor  the  Go- 
vernment are  doing  the  company  any  injustice 
whatever.  The  honourable  member  referred 
to  the  Mining  Act,  and  he  says  that  the  Pre- 
mier has  altered  the  mining  laws  of  the  colony 
every  year  since  1891.  I  think  the  honourable 
member  should  have  known  something  about 
tiie  matter,  because  if  he  will  only  look  at  the 
mining  laws  of  the  colony  passed  during  the 
last  nine  years,  he  will  recognise  that  the 
mining  industry  of  the  colony  has  been  chang- 
ing and  developing  in  various  phases  not  con- 
templated when  that  Act  was  passed,  and  that 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  make  provi- 
don  for  dredging,  for  the  cyanide  process, 
and  for  other  matters  in  connection  with 
that  industry.  I  will,  if  time  permits,  have 
something  to  say  about  the  mining  in- 
dustry, and  I  would  like  to  be  able  to  give  the 
honourable  member  every  assistance  in  dealing 
with  mining  matters.  I  am  very  much  in- 
terested in  the  industry,  and  I  understand  he 
is  also.  He  also  referred  to  the  mining  regula- 
tions and  the  Mining  Act  passed  last  session. 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition  referred  to  the 
mining  regulations  last  night,  and  I  can  only 
say  that  the  Goldfields  Committee  devoted 
four  months  last  session  to  the  framing  of  the 
Bill,  and  it  received  the  most  careful  con- 
sideration, in  my  opinion,  that  any  Mining  Act 
sver  had.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  necessary 
that  regulations  should  be  made  under  the 
Act,  and  the  Goldfields  Committee  bad  a 
clause  put  into  the  Bill  which  the  honourable 
member  for  Tuapeka  knows  nothing  at  all 
about,  and  I  am  quite  sure  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  knew  nothing  about.  That  clause 
—1  think  it  is  clause  302  or  308— makes  full 
provii^ion  for  the  mining  regulations  to  be  laid 
on  the  table   of    the  House  within  fourteen 


days  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  and  also 
to  be  submitted  to  the  Goldfields  Commit- 
tee for  amendment  and  approval,  if  neces- 
sary, before  final  adoption;  so  that  I  do  not 
think  there  will  be  any  great  trouble  in  re- 
gard to  the  regulations  under  the  Mining 
Aot  of  last  session  after  they  are  finally  con- 
sidered. As  far  as  Mining  Acts  are  concerned 
—I  know  several  of  the  older  Acts  very  well — 
I  am  quite  convinced  that  the  Mining  Aot 
passed  last  session  is  the  best  Mining  Aot 
passed  by  this  colony.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Tuapeka  will  have  a  very  fair  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  his  experience  of  mining 
affairs  when  the  new  regulations  come  before 
the  Goldfields  Committee,  and,  no  doubt,  the 
honourable  member's  experience  on  goldfields 
will  be  of  great  assistance  to  that  Committee. 
I  hope  he  will  render  every  assistance  to  make 
these  regulations  perfect.  The  honourable 
gentleman  told  this  House  that  it  would  re- 
quire about  8  cwt.  of  pegs  to  peg  out  a  river 
claim  ;  but  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  it  all  depends  on 
how  the  river  runs.  If  the  river  runs  straight, 
fourteen  pegs  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  peg  out 
the  claim. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No.  You  must  peg  every 
hundred  yards. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE. — It  is  not  necessarv  to 
peg  it  every  hundred  yards.  Then  the  honour- 
able gentleman  referred  to  the  duty  of  5  per 
cent,  on  mining  machinery.  I  take  it  that 
that  5  per  cent,  duty  was  first  introduced  into 
this  House  by  a  Dunedin  member.  1  do  not 
refer  to  the  present  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Millar) ;  but  most  members 
who  were  in  this  House  during  the  session 
of  1895  will  recollect  perfectly  well  that  this 
duty  on  mining  machinery  was  first  proposed 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Earnshaw),  and  supported  by  Sir  Robert 
Stout.  Those  two  gentlemen  were  responsible 
for  putting  a  duty  of  5  per  cent,  on  mining 
machinery.  I  remember  it  perfectly  well,  be- 
cause I  fought  very  strenuously  against  it.  In 
fact,  I  am  strongly  against  it  now,  and  if  an 
opportunity  offered,  nothing  would  give  me 
more  pleasure  than  to  move  for  ita  removal, 
because,  if  this  Parliament  is  going  to  give 
a  fair  chance  for  the  development  of  the 
mining  resources  of  the  colony,  it  should 
afford  every  facility  for  the  importation  of 
the  most  improved  machinery  obtainable  in 
connection  with  the  industry.  I  know  that 
it  was  a  short-sighted  policy  to  put  that 
5  per  cent,  duty  upon  mining  machinery.  It 
was  a  protective  duty,  not  a  revenue  duty  ; 
it  is  not  required,  and  it  hampers  the  mining 
industry.  Now,  the  honourable  member  for 
Tuapeka  also  referred  to  the  ^larine  certifi- 
cates, and  he  made  a  most  extraordinary 
statement  in  connection  with  that  affair.  He 
said  that  he  know  nothing  at  all  about  it,  and  I 
myself  thought,  at  the  time,  that  an  open  con- 
fession was  good  for  tiie  houI  ;  and,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  honourable  gentleman  before  speak- 
ing long  proved  to  the  Hatisfaction  of  every 
honourable  member  tliat  ho  actually  did  know 
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nothing  at  all  about  the  procedure  or  the 
matter.  I  think  he  would  have  shown  better 
taste,  as  he  certainly  would  have  displayed 
better  judgment,  if  he  had  not  referred  to  the 
subject  at  all,  for  by  the  time  he  has  been  a  few 
weeks  in  this  House  he  will  learn  that  it  is 
very  necessary  for  him  to  know  something 
about  the  subjects  that  he  is  talking  about.  I 
will  now  leave  the  honourable  geutleman  alone. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  after  he  has  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship of  a  few  years  he  will  make  a  use- 
ful member.  I  do  not  think  he  will  become  a 
bore,  but,  at  the  same  time  I  would  suggest 
to  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  that  he  has 
got  him  to  sit  in  the  wrong  part  of  the  House. 
I  would  recommend  that  he  should  sit  between 
the  honourable  member  for  Wanganui  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea,  and  not  be- 
tween the  honourable  member  for  Hawera  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Taranaki,  because 
the  information  he  is  likely  to  require  he  will 
never  be  able  to  get  from  those  honourable 
members.  One  other  remark  with  reference 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Tuapeka.  In 
the  recess  I  generally  follow  the  Opposition 
members  in  their  addresses  through  the 
country,  and  the  honourable  member  for  Tua- 
peka was  the  only  member  of  the  House  who 
said  that  when  the  present  Government  was 
deposed  there  was  going  to  be  an  enormous 
deficit  exposed  in  this  colony.  Is  there  any 
other  honourable  member  on  the  Opposition 
side  who  would  like  to  make  such  a  statement 
as  that?  Would  honourable  members  who 
know  the  present  position  of  public  affairs, 
and  what  has  happened  during  the  last  eight 
or  nine  years,  have  made  such  a  statement? 
This  is  a  telegram  from  Dunedin  on  the  9th 
March  last : — 

"  Dunedin,  March  9. 

"Mr.  C.  H.  Rawlins,  M.H.R.  for  Tuapeka, 
addressed  hin  constituents  last  evening,  tra- 
versing the  speeches  made  in  the  electorate  by 
the  Premier  during  his  recent  tour.  He  con- 
cluded by  saying  that,  although  some  of  the 
existing  la\>s  were  good,  the  administration 
was  as  rotten  as  it  could  be,  and,  when  it  came 
to  washing  up,  the  people  would  see  one  of  the 
greatest  deficits  known  in  the  history  of  the 
colony." 

He  evidently  did  not  give  any  proof  of  the 
rottenness  of  the  administration,  and  I  do  not 
suppose  that  he  even  attempted  to  prove  it.  He 
only  made  the  bald  assertion  and  general  state- 
ment ;  he  simply  said,  when  it  came  to  wash- 
ing up,  people  would  see  one  of  the  greatest 
deficits  known  in  the  history  of  the  colony,  if 
not  in  the  history  of  the  world.  Well,  I  am 
quite  sure  when  I  tell  the  honourable  member 
that  since  the  Liberal  party  came  into  power 
it  has  spent  out  of  surpluses  no  less  a  sum 
than  £1,380,000  upon  the  construction  of  public 
works  he  will  see  that  his  prophecy  is  not 
likely  to  be  fulfilled ;  and  when  be  gets  a  fair 
grasp  of  the  finances  of  the  colony  I  am 
quite  sure  he  will  be  straightforward  and 
honest  enough  to  admit  he  has  discovered 
be  was  mistaken.  Then  he  referred  to  the 
old-age  pensions,  and  I  was  really  very  sorry 
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for  what  he  said.  I  would  not  like  to  say 
anything  to  hurt  the  honourable  member's 
feelings,  but  when  he  told  this  House  that  he 
was  really  ashamed  of  us — ashamed  of  us  all, 
and  indiscriminately — I  thought  to  myself  it  isa 
great  pity  you  have  not  better  taste  than  to  use 
an  expression  like  that.  There  is  a  great  deal 
of  latitude  allowed  to  new  members  of  the 
House,  but  if  that  had  been  said  by  an  old 
member  I  venture  to  say  he  would  have  been 
pulled  up  sharp.  If,  for  instance,  I  had  said  it 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  House  I  imagine  I 
should  have  had  to  retract  very  quickly  indeed. 
He  called  the  Old-age  Pensions  Act  an  abomifi- 
able  Act.  Well,  that  may  be  his  opinion,  but 
at  the  same  time  I  can  assure  the  honourable 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  that 
if  a  referendum  was  taken  on  the  Old-a^e 
Pensions  Act  in  the  colony  to-morrow,  there 
would  be  an  overwhelming  majority  in  favour 
of  it. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Will  you  support  a 
referendum? 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— Certainly  I  will-OB 
this  question.  You  can  make  your  mind  quite 
comfortable  and  easy  on  that  score.  I  have 
travelled  a  good  deal  over  the  colony  since  that 
Act  passed.  I  hear  both  sides  of  the  quesCioD, 
and  it  is  only  the  wealthy  classes  and  their 
hangers-on  who  have  any  objection  to  the 
measure.  Now,  Sir,  I  will  come  to  this  pigmy 
no  confidence  motion,  to  this  lilliputian  attack 
on  the  Administration.  I  have  not  taken  this 
no-confidence  motion  seriously.  I  could  see 
that  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  who  moved 
it,  did  not  take  it  seriously,  but  it  is  simply 
a  matter  that  has  been  forced  on  him  by  his 
party.  Of  all  the  no  -  confidence  motions 
moved  since  I  have  been  in  the  House,  this  is 
certainly  the  most  foolish,  frivolous,  and  insig- 
nificant, and  I  can  assure  you  I  have  listenea 
to  some  very  foolish  no- confidence  motions 
from  that  side  of  the  House.  This  is  the 
twelfth  or  thirteenth  that  has  been  moved 
during  six  or  seven  sessions  that  I  have 
been  here.  We  have  had  two  or  three  everr 
year,  and  they  always  end  the  same  way ;  and 
still  the  Opposition  persist  in  bringing  them  on 
and  in  wasting  the  time  and  money  of  the 
colony  in  debating  motions  that  have  little  or 
no  bearing  at  all  upon  the  public  business  of 
the  country  or  the  proceedings  of  Parliskment, 
except  for  the  special  purpose  of  preventing 
the  business  of  the  colony  being  conducted  ex- 
peditiously and  economically.  Why,  Sir,  the 
people  of  the  colony  have  already  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  cannot  possibly  trust  those 
gentlemen.  They  will  not  trust  them,  because 
they  have  had  already  a  very  long  trial.  The 
country  has  had,  I  think,  probably  twenty 
years'  experience  of  them,  and  they  have  been 
weighed  in  the  balance  and  found  very  much 
wanting  indeed.  Why,  Sir,  it  is  pitiable.  I 
felt  really  sorry  for  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. When,  last  night,  he  was  moving  this 
motion  what  charge  did  he  make  against  the 
Government  ?  Why,  Sir,  he  had  nothing  to 
object  to  but  the  Royal  Commission  being  set 
up,  which  was  perfectly  constitutional.    In  fact, 
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ft  jsai  or  two  ago  the  Opposition  inBisted  upon  a 
Boyal  Commission  being  set  up  to  inquire  into 
the  conduct  of  the  Administration — that  was 
the  Police  Commission ;  but  when  it  suits  their 
purpose  to  debate  a  question  like  this  they 
object  to  a  Commission.    Then,  there  was  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea.    I  was  really 
•orprised  at  him.    Never  since  1  entered  this 
House  have  I  heard  him  to  greater  disadvantage 
than  this  afternoon  ;  in  fact,  he  could  not  even 
raise  a  smile.     Why  did  he  not  give  us  suoh 
a  display  as  he  did  over  the  Bun  Tuck  affair 
last  year  ?     Did  he  give  us  a  display  anything 
like  he  usually  does?    We  know  his  speeches 
an  all  delivered  after  due  deliberation  and 
most  careful   consideration,   and    even    when 
there  i^  nothing  in  them  they  are  amusing  and 
enkertaining ;  but  to-day  he  was  neither  amus- 
ing nor  entertaining,   and  there  was  no  im- 
portant point  bearing  upon  the  marine  certifi- 
cates in  the  whole  of  his  speech.    But,  Sir, 
what  is  the  position  of   this  question  in  the 
eoantry?    Does  the  country  oare  two  straws 
about  the   matter  ?      There   may   be    a   few 
persona  who   are    inCeroHted    in    it,    but    the 
general  body  of  taxpayers  care  nothing  about 
it,  and   a  very    great  many    of    them  have 
never  even  neard  of  the  marine  certificates. 
Dnriog  the  last  five  or  six  weeks  I  have  ad- 
dressed not  less  than  twelve  public  meetiogs  in 
fazions  parts  of  my  constituency,  and  yet  I 
was  never  asked  a  single  question  in  connection 
with  this  so-called  Marine  scandal.    And,  Sir, 
I  never  referred   to  it,  because  I  knew  well 
eoongb  there  was  nothing  in  it.    I  had  satis- 
fied myself  it  would  end  in  nothing.    It  is  just 
like  all  the  other  allegations  and  imputations 
of  the  Opposition.     It  was  exploded  before  we 
had  one  speech  from  an  Opposition  member. 
It  was  exploded  as  soon  as  it  was  examined. 
In  point  of  fact,  there  was  really  nothing  to 
explode,  because  the  departmental  inquiry,  in 
my  opinion,  was  quite  sufiicient  to  settle  the 
whole  matter.    It  only  resolves  itself  into  this : 
that   two    or    three    public  officers    certainly 
blundered,  or  probably  some  of  them  did  some- 
thing worse   than   blundering,  and   to  screen 
themselves  they  tried  to  cast  the  whole  of  the 
responsibility  on  the  Minister  at  the  head  of 
the  department,  and  on  the  Premier,  who  was 
not  in   the   colony  at  all  at  the  time.     The 
Premier  was  sixteen  thousand  miles  away  when 
they  wanted  to  inveigle  him  into  it,  and  to  get 
at  him  through  the  Minister  of  Marine.    Now, 
upon  what  does  the  whole  thing  hang  ?    Upon 
a  bit  of  an  envelope,  without  date  and  without 
tfgnature,  upon  which  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion and  the  honourable  member  for  Patea  said 
five  words  were  written,  in  three  lines.    Is  it 
for  one  moment  credible  that  the  departmental 
basinesB  of  this  colony  is  carried  on  by  minutes 
written  on  an  uuaddressed,  undated,  and  un- 
ligned  enyelope,  and   that  the  heads  of  the 
departments    take    their  Ministerial  instruo- 
tions  in  that  way.     I  say,  if  there  is  any  public 
officer  who  takes  his  Ministerial  instructions 
to  be  a  few  words  pencilled  on  an  envelope 
in  that  way,  he  is  not  a  suitable  man  to  be 
the  clerical  head  of  that  department  and  to 


manage  it.    If  I  were  at  the  head  of  a  depart- 
ment, and  gave  an  envelope  without  date  or 
signature  and  containing  merely  a  few  words 
to  a  head  of  a  department,  and  he  accepted 
that  as  his  instructions,  I  should  say  it  was 
time  he  was  reprimanded  or  otherwise  dealt 
with.    No  man  in  his  ordinary  senses  would 
ever  dream  of  taking  instructions  in  such  a 
way  as  that  from  the  Ministerial  head  of  his 
department.    Sir,  I  do  not  feel  inclined  to  go 
further  into  this  question.    I  am  perfectly  well 
satisfied  that  there  is  really  nothing  in  it  to 
waste  time  over.    In  fact,  there  was  no  life  at 
all  in  this  debate  until  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Caversham  rose  this  afternoon  and  put 
some  life  into  it.     All  the   speeches  from  the 
other  side  that  had  taken  place  before  that 
sounded  to  me  just  like  the  converation  one 
might  hear  when  following  a  funeral,  and  so, 
as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  do  not  intend  to  pay 
a  great  deal  of  attention  to  this  subject.     I  am 
perfectly  well  satisfied  to  abide  by  the  result  of 
the  Boyal  Commission's  report,  and  I  venture  to 
say  that,  when  the  report  of  that  Commission 
comes  before  this  House,  members  will  find,  if 
there  is  nothing  more  serious  connected  with  it 
than  the  granting  of  a  oortifioate — since  can- 
celled— to  Captain  Jones,  then  there  is  nothing 
to  warrant  this  no- confidence  motion  and  de- 
bate.   Now,  Sir,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
and  other  members  referred  to  the  old-age  pen- 
sions scheme  last  night,  and  I  shall  also  have  a 
few  words  to  say  on  the  same  subject.    It  is 
one  of  the  most  important  measures  that  will 
come  before  this  colony  at  the  next  general 
election.    It  is  in  need  of  amendment  at  the 
present  time,  and  one  of  the  most  important 
questions  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  House 
this  session  will  probably  be  the  Bill  that  is  to 
be  introduced  making  some  necessary  amend- 
ments to  it.    The  measure  was  so  obstructed 
during  last  session,   and  during    the   session 
before,  that  the  Liberal  party  had  to  accept 
the  Act  which  did  pass  as  the  best  compromise 
that   was  possible    under  the  circumstances. 
But  do  not  let  the  Opposition  imagine  that  we 
are  going  to  be  satis Aed  with  the  Act  that  now 
stands  on  the  statute-book.     I  look  upon  that 
merely  as  the  insertion  of  the   thin  end  of 
the  wedge,  and   we  intend  to  drive  it  home, 
in  order  to  gain   for  the  country  a  full  and 
complete   old-age  pensions  scheme,   which    I 
do  not  think  we  have   at   the  present  time. 
Honourable  members  will  remember  perfectly 
well  the  strong  obstruction — the  persistent  and 
consistent  blocking — that  was  offered  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  Aot  last  session  by  our  friends  oppo- 
site and  their  'Meft  wing."    No  less  than  1,487 
speeches  were  made  in  Committee  on  it  last 
year,  and  the  year  before  that  we  had  1,020 
speeches,  and  yet  these  honourable  members 
will  tell  us  now  it  is    an  ill-considered   and 
crude  measure.    I  admit  that  it  is,  to  some 
extent,  a  crude  measure.     But,  Sir,  it  is  not 
an  ill-considered  measure.    And  who  made  it 
orude  ?    It  was  the  honourable  gentlemen  op- 
posite who  made  it  crude  by  the  numerous 
amendments  they  moved  in  Committee  for  the 
special  purpose  of  killing  it ;  and  some  of  those 
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amendments  were  moved  by  members  of  the 
"  left  wing  "  sitting  in  this  comer  of  the  House. 
Still,  the  gentlemen  who  are  primarily  and 
chiefly  responsible  for  its  crudeness  are  the 
gentlemen  sitting  on  the  Opposition  benches. 
Then,  Sir,  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
had  nothing  else  to  talk  about  this  afternoon  ; 
and  I  do  not  think  it  was  fitting  or  becoming 
on  his  part,  as  a  lawyer  in  active  practice, 
to  take  up  our  time  by  spreading  himself  on  a 
speech  containing  a  lot  of  empty  pabulum  in 
what  I  considered  his  unnecessary  and  un- 
called-for eulogies  of  the  gentleman  who  has 
recently  been  appointed  to  preside  over  the 
Supreme  Court  bench  of  this  colony.  I  think. 
Sir,  if  he  had  nothing  else  to  talk  to  this 
House  about  than  the  gentleman  who  has 
recently  been  appointed  as  Chief  Justice  of  the 
colony,  he  might  have  lefc  it  out  of  his  speech, 
because  we  have  a  sufiiciently  high  appreciation 
of  that  gentleman,  and  do  not  want  to  be 
told  about  his  virtues,  especially  on  the  occa- 
sion of  a  no-confldence  motion.  Then,  for  want 
of  better  subjects  to  talk  about,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea  had  to  turn  to  the  Tariff 
GommiRsion,  and  also  to  the  Police  Commis- 
sion. He  did  not  refer  at  all,  so  far  as  I  can 
recollect,  to  the  Bun  Tuck  parliamentary 
Committee,  because  we  know  very  well  he 
refused  to  attend  before  that  Committee  to  give 
evidence,  or  to  "  take  his  gruel.'*  Nor  yet  did 
he  refer  to  the  Midland  Railway  arbitration, 
because  we  know  he  was  summarily  dismissed 
from  that  arbitration  on  account  of  his  biassed 
pleadings,  in  which  he  tried  to  prove  bad  faith 
on  the  part  of  the  Premier.  In  fact,  the  whole 
of  his  pleadings  in  that  case  were  directed  to 
the  question  of  proving  bad  faith  on  the  part 
of  the  Premier,  and  since  he  failed  and  received 
his  ignominous  dismissal  he  never  refers  to  the 
matter.  And  then  he  went  on  to  refer  at  some 
length  to  the  telegram  that  was  despatched 
from  Auckland  by  the  Premier  to  the  Minister 
of  Marine,  telling  him  to  take  care  of  the 
expenditure  and  keep  down  the  "unemployed" 
difficulty,  and  ending  with  **  God  bless  you  I  " 
I  think,  myself,  that  an  invocation  of  that  kind 
is  badly  wanted  in  the  case  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea.  I  am  very  happy  indeed  to 
notice  that  in  the  last  para.graph  of  the 
Address  from  His  Excellency  he  prays  that  in 
the  deliberations  of  the  House  we  may  have  the 
guidance  of  the  Almighty,  and  I  feel  confident 
that  no  member  of  the  House  wants  praying 
for  more  than  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea,  Mr.  George  Hutchison.  Now,  Sir,  I  will 
say  a  few  words  about  the  Opposition  generally. 
I  have  no  doubt,  Sir,  that  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  will  remember  very  well  the  fate 
that  he  promised  this  party  before  the  elec- 
tions, and  the  dire  calamities  which  he  has 
prophesied  would  overtake  us  during  the  last 
nine  years  ?  Does  he  remember  when  he  told 
us  how  he  and  his  few  political  stragglers 
were  Roing  to  deal  with  us  like  the  army 
of  Gideon  ?  Does  he  remember  also,  a  few 
years  ago,  when  one  of  his  supporters,  the 
ex-meiiiber  for  Wellington  Suburbs  (Dr.  New- 
man), told  the  electors  atKarori  that  the  leader 
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of  the  Opposition  was  fast  gathering  strength 
around  him — that  he  was  gathering  in  all  the 
discontented,  all  the  dissatisfied,  and  all  the 
malcontents  and  bankrupts,  the  lame  and  the 
halt,  in  fact,  all  the  political  deadbeats  of  the 
colony — and  that  at  the  present  rate  of  depres- 
sion the  leader  of  the  Opposition  would  very 
soon  have   a  fair  working    majority  in   thu 
colony  ?    But,  instead  of  that  prophecy  coming 
true,  this  colony  at  the  present  time  is  moie 
prosperous  than  ever.      There   are    very  few 
bankrupts,  very  few  malcontents  and  discon- 
tents ;  and,  instead  of  the  Opposition  gaining 
strength   every  day,  they  are  getting  weaker 
and  weaker,  and  still  continue  in  their  decline, 
until,  in  my  opinion,  in  a  few  years'  time  we 
shall  probably  have    to    form  an   Opposition 
from  this  side  of   the  House,  because  those 
honourable  gentlemen  will  be  politically  oblite- 
rated and  lost  to  sight  in  the  political  areni 
aJtogether.      The  people  of  this  colony  fully 
realised  their  incompetency  during  the  eleotionB 
of  1890;  in  fact,  they  realised  it  long  before, 
and  as  soon  as  they  had  the  franchise  extended 
they  put  those  honourable  gentlemen  in  the 
cool  shades  of  Opposition,  and  no  doubt  they 
will  keep  them  in  the  cool  shades  of  Opposition 
for  many  years  yet,  because  when  they  were  in 
power  they  never  showed  any  grasp  of  public 
affairs  at  all.    Their  government  and  manage- 
ment was  purely  and  simply  mismanagement 
from  beginning  to  end.     All  the  departments 
were  managed  by  the  Under-Secretaries.    Ther 
allowed  the  departments  to  do  what  they  liked, 
and  squandered  the  money  of  the  colony,  until 
at  last  they  brought  it  into  such  a  state  that 
the  public  credit  was  on  the   very  verge  of 
bankruptcy.    The  population  of  the  colony— at 
least,  the  working-classes  of  the  colony — were 
on   the  very    verge    of    starvation,    and  were 
leaving  the  country  by  hundreds  and  thousands, 
until  at  last  public  opinion  got  so  strong  that 
it  hurled  those   gentlemen  from  the  benches 
altogether ;  and  they  are  going  to  keep  them  ofi 
those  benches,  I  can  assure  you,  for  a  long 
time.    We  heard  something  about  an  increase 
in  the  Customs  revenue.    I  went  to  the  trouble, 
an  hour  before  coming  here,  to  make  a  compari- 
son between  the  three  years  of  the  last  Atkin- 
son Administration  and  three  years  of  the  pre- 
sent Administration,  from  1888  to  1891.    Well, 
Sir,  in  1891  the  population  of  this  colony  was 
625,000 ;  in  1898  the  population  was  743,000,  or 
118,000  more  than  it  was  in  1891.     The  Customs 
revenue  of  the  colony  in  1891  was  £1,542,000; 
and  in  1898  it  was  £1,935,000,  or  £393,000  more 
than  it  was  in  1891.    Now,  to  show  the  House 
and  the  country  how  badly  those  honourable 
members  managed  the  affairs  of  the  country 
when  they  were  In  office — to  show  how  they 
mismanaged  them, — I  will  tell  the  House  what 
it  cost  to  collect  the  Customs  revenue  for  the 
three  years  of    the  Atkinson   Administration. 
During    these    three  years    of    the   Atkinson 
Administration  it  cost  £107,000  to  collect  the 
Customs  revenue,  and  during  the  three  yean 
of  the  present  Administration  it  cost  £98,000 
to  collect,  although  it  was  £170,000  more  than 
in  the  three  years  of  the  Atkinson  Administra- 
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ftion;  80  that  there  was  a  saving  of  £9,000. 
We  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  railways  of 
the  coloDy   from    those  honourable  members 
opposite.    I    am   one  of  those  who  believe — 
aod  I  can,  without  egotism,  speak  with  some 
aothority  on  the  subject— that  the  railways  are 
now  better    managed    than    they    ever    were 
before.     Persons    travelling  on    the    railways 
ue  not  subjected  to  the  same  bumping  and 
rocking  that  prevailed  on  the  New  Zealand  rail- 
ways when  the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite 
and  their  Commissioners  had  control  of  them. 
In  those  days  the  sleepers  were  rotten,  and  the 
ballasting  was  bad  and  insufficient.     All  that 
has  been  changed  or  done  away  with  by  the 
present  Administration.    The  bridges  are  now 
perfectly  safe,  and   the  lines  are  maintained 
and  equipped  in  an  efficient  manner.    Another 
great  thing  is  that  the  railways  are  about  pay- 
ing interest  on  the  cost  of  construction,  where- 
as at  that  time  the  colony   was  losing  from 
iS900,000  to  a  quarter  of  a  million  a  year  by  in- 
terest on  the  cost  of  construction.     What  must 
be  taken  into  consideration  also  is  the  indirect 
benefit  which  the  oolony  derives  from  the  rail- 
ways.   Vr'e  derive  an  enormous  indirect  benefit 
from  onr  railways.    They  employ  about  six 
fehoosaod  men  directly,  besides  a  number  of 
otbeiB  who  are  indirectly  employed  in  connec- 
tion with  them   in   supplying  coal  and  other 
necessary  material.     Here  is  another  instance 
of  mismanagement  and  squandering  of  pub- 
lic moneys  by  the  Conservative  Government : 
Daring  their  three  years  the  railway  revenue 
ineressed  by  £96,000,  and  their  expenditure  was 
increased  by  £101,000.    During  the  three  years 
of  the  present  Administration  the  revenue  in- 
creased by  £194,000,  and  the  expenditure  by 
only  £113,000.     Another  instance  of  their  mis- 
management and   bad  administration  can  be 
found  in  making  a  comparison  between  the  cost 
of  collecting  the  property- tax  and  the  land-  and 
income- tax.     During    their    three    years    the 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite  collected  from 
tile  property-tax  £1,067,000.     During  the  last 
three  years  from  the  land-  and  income-tax  the 
present  Administration    collected  £1,124,000. 
It  cost  the  last  Government  £46,000  to  collect 
the  property-tax,  and  during  the  three  years  of 
the  present  Administration  it  only  cost  £31,000 
to  collect  the  land-  and  income-tax ;  so  that 
there  was  a  saving  of  £15,000  there,  or  £5.000 
a  year.    The  honourable  member  for  Tuapeka 
■ays  we  have  no  surplus  at  all.     The  honour- 
able member  for  Bruce  and  several  other  mem- 
bers used  to   say  that  there  was  no  surplus, 
uid  we  have  even  heard  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
position say  it  was  purely  a    paper  surplus; 
but  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  we  have  a 
rarplus  of  about  £500,000  this  year.    Another 

S'ece  of  the  bad  administration  of  the  previous 
Dvemment  was  this :  that  instead  of  assisting 
the  institutions  of  the  colony,  such  as  hospitals 
sad  asylums,  they  simply  starved  them.  I  will 
take  the  hospitals  and  charitable  aid,  to  which 
they  granted  during  their  three  years  £199,500; 
but  during  the  last  three  years  the  pre- 
lent  Administration  have  granted  £262,000,  or 
£63,500  for  the  three  years  more  than  the  Tory  I 


Administration  granted  in  their  time.  We  heard 
a  great  deal  last  session  about  the  asylums  of 
the  oolony.  How  did  they  treat  the  asylums  of 
the  colony  1  should  like  to  know  ?  I  am  quite 
sure  it  will  be  interesting  to  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  to  know  what  the  figures  are,  and  I 
shall  therefore  give  them.  During  the  three 
years  they  were  in  office  they  granted  to  the 
asylums  £109,000— namely,  £37,000  in  1889, 
£35,000  in  1890,  and  £37,000  in  1891.  Now, 
the  present  Administration  granted  in  1S96 
£45,000,  in  1897  £50,000,  and  in  1898  £51,000, 
a  total  of  £146,000,  or  £37,000  more  in  the 
three  years  than  was  granted  by  the  At- 
kinson Administration ;  so  that  after  all  the 
noise  and  commotion  made  on  the  subject 
last  session  by  the  Opposition,  we  find  it 
was  empty  mouthing  and  nothing  more.  The 
figures  I  have  given  prove  they  were  entirely 
wrong,  and  that  the  present  Government  had 
given  during  their  three  years  no  less  than 
£37,000  more  than  the  Atkinson  Admiustration 
did  in  their  three  years.  The  previous  Ad- 
ministration seem  to  have  had  a  good  many 
lawyers  as  supporters,  for  during  their  three 
years  they  spent  in  legal  and  judicial  expenses 
£245,000.  During  the  last  three  years  the 
present  Administration  spent  £240,000,  and  at 
the  same  time  they  had  118,000  more  people  to 
provide  for.  Then,  I  will  take  the  gaols  of  the 
oolony.  The  expenditure  on  the  gaols  of  the 
colony  during  the  three  years  oi  the  Atkinson 
Administration  was  £107,000 ;  during  the  last 
three  years  of  the  present  Administration  they 
spent  £83,000.  There  is  a  saving  thus  on  the 
gaols  of  the  colony  of  £24,000.  Then,  I  will 
take  the  police.  During  their  thrf'e  years  the 
Atkinson  Administration  spent  £297,000;  and 
during  the  last  three  years  the  present  Adminis- 
tration spent  £287,000,  or  £10,000  less,  with 
118,000  more  people  to  provide  for,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  people  of  the  colony  have  suffi- 
cient police  protection,  and  probably  too  much 
police  supervision.  Last  year  the  Police  Com- 
mission recommended  that  £20,000  a  year  more 
should  be  spent  on  police.  When  addressing 
my  constituents  I  told  them  that,  with  an 
increased  population  of  118,000,  there  were 
about  a  hundred  less  prisoners  than  the  At- 
kinson Administration  had  in  the  gaols  of  the 
colony.  And  I  told  my  constituents  that  if 
they  wanted  men  of  sense  and  good  judgment 
to  manage  their  affairs  they  would  keep  the 
present  Ministry  on  the  benches  for  the  next 
fifteen  or  twenty  years ;  and,  with  the  prosperity 
and  contentment  then  prevailing,  we  could  close 
nearly  all  our  gaols,  and  could  dispense  with 
the  services  of  half  the  policemen,  because  I 
felt  sure  from  the  present  conduct  of  the 
people  the  gaols  will  not  be  required — they 
can  be  converted  into  hospitals  if  necessary. 
y.  Q  There  are  various  other  branches  of 
'  *  the  administration  in  which  I  could 
prove  mismanagement  and  maladministration 
up  to  the  hilt  by  the  Tory  party  during  their 
three  years'  term  of  office.  I  only  intend  to 
deal  to-night  with  one  or  two  more.  On  every 
occasion  where  the  Tory  Government  should 
have  assisted  the   affairs  of  the   oolony  they 
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have    ignored    and    neglected    them.     Where 
retrenchment,   good    management,  and  judg- 
ment Rhould  have  been  applied  they  seem  to 
have  Hquandered  and  wasted  the  public  funds, 
and   brought  the  coIo  iv   to  deep  depression, 
misery,  poverty,  and  distre-s.    Take  the  Native 
Department.      That  department,   during   the 
last  Atkinson  Administration,  co<t  the  colony 
£77,000,  and  during  the  last  three  years  the 
Native  Department  has  cost  £68,000.     That,  of 
ooune,  includes  the  Native  Land  Court.     So 
that  there  has  been  a  reduction  of  £9,000  in 
the    cost    of    that    department    alone.     Most 
honourable  members  are  aware  that  the  local 
bodies  receive  subsidies  from  the  public  revenue. 
During  the  three  years  of  the  Atkinson  Adminis- 
tration they  granted  in  subsidies  to  local  bodies 
£171,000.    During  the  last  three  years  of  the 
present  Administration  they  granted  to  the  local 
bodies  £199,000,  or  £28,000  more  than  during 
the  three  years  of  the  Atkinson  Administration. 
I  am  quite  sure  that  the  country  members,  at 
all  events,  will  agree  with  me  that  the  present 
Administration  have  fostered  the  funds  of  the 
colony  to  the  best  of  their  ability  consistent 
with   the    requirements    of    colonisation    and 
settlement  of  a  young  country  like  this.     They 
have  also  assisted  the  local  bodies  to  the  extent 
of  over  £9,000  a  year  more  than  the  Atkinson 
Administration.   Of  course,  all  this  is  necessary 
in  the  interests  of  the  community  and  for  the 
development  of  the  country,  but  at  the  same 
time  the  money  must  come  from  somewhere. 
As  a  rule,  honourable  members  are  not  in  favour 
of  borrowing  money  and  squandering  it  after- 
wards,  and    against   that   kind   of   tbing   the 
Liberal  party,  from  the  day  they  came   into 
office,   firmly   set   their  faces;    and   certainly 
their  constituents   would  never  sanction   the 
horrowing  of  money  for   the   construction   of 
railways,  as  was  mentioned  by  one  honourable 
member,  from  a  man's  back-yard  to  his  front 
verandah.     I  quite  agree  with  the  honourable 
member  who    preceded  me  that  one  of   the 
most   necessary   works   at   the    present    time 
is  the  completion   of  the  North  Island  Main 
Trunk    Railway.      That    certainly  is  a  work 
which    ought    to    be    completed.      But    it    is 
not   at  all   singular  in   that   respect.      There 
are  other  railways  in  the  colony  which,  in  my 
opinion,  it    would   pay   the  taxpayers  of  the 
colony  to  complete  by  borrowing  money.     In 
fact,  some  of  them  ought  to  have  been  finished 
years  ago.    As  was  remarked  by  one  honourable 
member,  it  is  quite  as  necessary  that  the  Mid- 
land Hallway  should  be  finished  as  the  North 
Island  Main  Trunk  line ;  and  it  is  also  necessary 
to  extend  the  Otago  Central.     I  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  advocate  borrowing  to  complete  not 
only  those  three  railways,  but  also  other  rail- 
ways.    I  believe  the  line  from  Blenheim  to  the 
Hurunui  is  another  railway    that  should    be 
finished,  and  it  would  pay  the  taxpayers  to  do 
so,  as  there  would  be  settlement  along  the  line, 
and  it  would  assist  to  develop  the  resources  of 
the  country.    The  construction  of  railways  from 
borrowed  money  would  be  quite  different  now 
from  what  it  was  some  years  ago,  when  we 
paid  6  or  7  per  cent,  for  our  loans.    We  can 
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get    our  money   now    at    a    reasonable   rate 
of    interest— at   a    rate    that    fully    wartanki 
borrowing  for  urgently  required  public  works 
in    a  young  country.    I  maintain,  and  havt 
always  maintained,  although  I  have  no  rail- 
ways    in     my     district    worth     speaking    of 
— my     constituents     never    got     any    advan 
tage  of   the   borrowing    policy  of  the  colonj, 
except  as    colonists  as   a   whole— but    at  the 
same  time  I  advocate  the  construction  of  the 
railways  as  colonial  works,  and  not  as  loe&i 
works  at  all.     And  I  am  prepared,  and  always 
have  been  prepared  ever  since  I  have  bad  & 
seat  in  this  House,  to  go  and  borrow  money  for 
the   completion  of   these  railways.     I  am  do< 
one  of  those    who   believe  that    the  railways 
should  be  rushed  on  hurriedly,  especially  the 
Otago  Central  and  the  Midland  Railway.    I 
think  they  should  only  be  pushed  on  as  thev 
are  required  for  settlement  purposes.     I  woald 
be  quite   satisfied   to  see  a  connection  of  the 
Midland  Railway  between  Nelson  and  Reef  ton 
in  the  next  fifteen  to  twenty  years.     Probably 
the  Canterbury  end  should  be  finished  a  few 
years  sooner,  because  there  is  very  little  settle 
ment  to  take  place  along  it.    If  the  Nelsoti 
end  is  pushed  on  there  will  be  settlement  all 
the  way— very  considerable  settlement  indeed. 
It  will  also  open  up  a  very  large  area  of  ver) 
valuable  timber  country.     I  suppose  there  is 
sufficient    timber    there    to    more    than  pftv 
for  the  construction   of  the    railway.     Then, 
Sir,   the    land,  after  the    timber   is  off  it,  is 
quite  equal,  and  a  great  deal  of  it  superior, 
to    land    that    is    being  cleared    and  settled 
upon    in    the    North  Island    at    the  present 
time.     I  think  that  the   Government  should 
push  on  with  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk 
Railway  with  all  despatch,  vigour,  and  enezgy- 
I  believe  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  colony  that 
that  railway  should  be  completed  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible.     At  present  we  have  some- 
thing like  a  million  of  money  on  which  we  are 
paying  interest   sunk   in   unfinished   railways, 
and  when  these  railways  are  finished  we  will 
get  some  direct  return  upon  our  money,  and 
the  colonists  will  get  a  direct  advantage  from 
these  constructed  works.     I  have  now.  Sir,  a 
few  words  to  say  in  reference  to  the  advances  to 
settlers.     I  see  that  this  question  is  referred  to 
in  His  Excellency's  Speech.    This  is  ameasoze 
which,  when  it  first  came  before  us— and  i( 
first  came  before  this  House  in  1881 — butwheo 
it  came  before  us  in  recent  years  it  received  the 
most  persistent  opposition  from  the  Opposition 
members  of  this  House  that  I  have  ever  seen 
any  measure  receive  since  I  have  been  a  mem- 
ber, except  the  old-age  pensions  scheme.  Now, 
at  that  time  the  Opposition  members  used  to 
tell  the  country,  and  the  Opposition  Press  used 
to  tell  the  electors,  that  this  was  a  huge  mis- 
take, and  that  the  colony  was  bound  to  lose 
a  great  amount  of  money  over  it.     And  what 
has   been   the   result  ?     The  result  is  that  U 
is  probably  one  of  the  best  measures  ever  placed 
on  the  statute-book  of  this  colony.    It  has  been 
argued  and  contended  that  it  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  bringing  down  the  rate  of  in- 
terest in  this  country.    I  think  I  can  prove 
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•conclusively,  acd  I  think  any  one  who  likes  to 
go  to  the  trouble  oan  satisfy  his  own  mind,  that 
the  Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  was 
the  first  step  towards  bringing  down  the  rate 
of  interest  in  this  country ;  and  for  proof  of  that 
I  refer  honourable  members  to  the  parlia- 
mentary return  issued  recently,  giving  the  list 
of  mortgages  registered  in  this  colony  during 
the  twelve  months  ending  last  December. 
How,  during  the  twelve  monohs  previous  there 
were  no  less  than  £6,702,000  of  registered 
mortgages  in  this  country,  and  the  rate  of 
interest  varies  from  1  to  40  per  cent.  Probably 
honourable  members  will  hardly  credit  the 
fact  that  money  is  heing  horrowed  in  this 
oountry  at  the  present  moment — and  with  the 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  on  the 
statute-book  —  at  the  rate  of  40  per  cent. 
I  do  not  intend  to  weary  the  House  by 
gnng  into  these  various  amounts.  I  will 
fttazt  at  3  per  cent.,  and  last  year  there  were 
registered  mortgages  amounting  to  £9,598 ; 
at  3^ per  cent.,  £30,890  ;  at  4  per  cent.,  £30,578 ; 
at 4^  per  cent.,  £994,703 ;  at  4^  to  5  per  cent.— 
and  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
this  is  the  rate  of  interest  under  the  Go- 
vernment Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  and  that 
no  less  than  about  70  per  cent,  of  the  whole  of 
the  regiaiered  mortgages  in  the  colony  during 
the  last  twelve  months  were  registered  at  the 
rate  of  interest  of  the  Government  Advances  to 
Settlers  Office— at  4}  to  5  per  cent,  £2,208,800  ; 
and  from  5  to  6  per  cent.,  £1,275,000.  From 
that  it  varies  till  we  get  to  40  per  cent.,  the 
amount  at  the  rate  of  8  to  10  per  cent,  heing 
£70,356.  If  honourable  members  and  the 
electors  of  this  colony  will  look  into  this  ques- 
tion for  themselves  and  study  this  return  they 
will  find  there  have  been  more  mortgages 
paid  oS  in  this  colony  during  that  period 
than  had  heen  paid  ofi  probably  during  any 
limilar  period.  During  that  period  there 
was  paid  off  £5,516,000.  Why  ?  It  was 
paid  off  simply  because  money  could  be  goc 
at  a  much  cheaper  rate  of  interest.  Per- 
haps this  £5,516,000  had  been  borrowed  at 
7},  8,  or  10  per  cent — a  great  portion  of  it,  at 
aU  events — and  the  mortgagors,  finding  they 
eonld  get  money  at  from  4^  lo  5  per  cent.,  paid 
off  their  old  mortgages  with  the  money  which 
they  were  enahled  to  borrow  at  the  cheaper 
rate  of  interest.  No  doubt  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  will  tell  me  that  the  Government 
Advances  to  Settlers  Act  has  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  reduction  of  interest  on  money  m  this 
colony.  I  am  quite  sure  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie),  if  he  were 
in  his  seat,  woold  insist  that  the  Act  has  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  But  my  honourable 
friends  wUl  have  the  greatest  difficulty — the 
worst  job  they  have  had  in  their  lives — to  con- 
vince the  electors  of  the  colony  that  this  Act 
has  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  reduction 
of  the  rata  of  interest  in  the  colony.  I  am 
ver;  pleased  indeed  to  find  in  the  Governor's 
Speech  that  the  Government  intend  to  extend 
the  scope  of  the  Act  by  making  it  applicable 
to  nrbui  and  suburban  lands,  because  I  was 
•Iways  one  of  those  who  never  saw  the  justice, 


or  the  reason,  or  the  sense  in  giving  money 
to  the  country  settlers  and  preventing  the 
people  in  the  towns  of  the  colony,  who  are 
eng6kged  in  industries,  and  manufactures,  and 
so  forth,  from  getting  the  same  advantages. 
The  townspeople  are  certainly  equally  re- 
sponsible for  the  liability  of  the  colony ;  and 
I  fail  to  see  the  justice  or  reason  of  prevent- 
ing them  from  getting  the  same  advantages  as 
the  people  in  the  country  from  this  Act.  Of 
course,  it  may,  and  doubtless  will,  be  argued 
that  town  property  is  liable  to  greater  fluctua- 
tion in  value  than  country  property ;  but  I  am 
one  of  those  who  cannot  see  that.  I  would  just 
as  soon  invest  in  town  property  as  in  country 
property ;  but  if  the  country  is  prosperous  the 
town  is  also  in  a  similar  position,  and  pro 
perty  in  the  town  will  always  maintain  its 
value  with  country  property. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— Until  it  is  burned  down. 

Mr.  R.  Mckenzie.— Even  if  it  is  burned 
down  it  can  always  be  protected.  And,  now 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  City  has 
reminded  me,  I  wish  to  say  that  this  is  one  of 
the  omissions  in  the  Governor's  Speech  which  I 
am  very  sorry  to  see.  There  is  no  reference  to 
the  question  of  fire  insurance.  I  was  one  of 
those  who  anticipated  this  session  that  the 
Government  would  bring  in  a  Government-fire- 
insurance  scheme. 

An  Hon.  Member. — It  is  there. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.-Well,  I  really  hope 
that  the  Premier  will  proceed  with  that  mea- 
sure, because  I  can  assure  him  it  is  a  measure 
the  people  of  the  colony  look  forward  to.  It  is 
a  measure  that  will  do  credit  to  any  Govern- 
ment that  will  deal  with  it  and  place  it  on  the 
statute-book,  and  it  will  afford  a  great  deal  of 
relief  to  every  person  in  the  colony  who  has 
property  to  insure  against  the  risk  of  fire.  I  am 
quite  certain  it  would  be  a  source  of  income  to 
the  colony,  and  it  is  one  of  those  measures 
which  the  House  ought  at  the  very  earliest 
opportunity  to  place  upon  the  statute-book. 
There  is  also  the  question  of  land  for  settle- 
ment. Statements  are  made  by  the  Opposi- 
tion members.  I  am  one  of  those  who  do 
not  believe  them,  of  course.  I  know  they  are 
evading  the  question.  I  know  they  are  hedging 
all  the  time.  I  am  quite  used  to  their  politicoJ 
dodges  and  tricks.  Tiiey  will  go  before  the 
electors  of  the  colony  ;  they  will  go  on  the  pub- 
lic platforms;  they  will  go  begging  on  their 
hands  and  knees  to  the  electors,  and  will  say, 
'*  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  lee  us  have  a  turn  of 
the  wheel ;  put  us  on  the  Treasury  henohes, 
and  we  will  administer  the  laws  passed  by  the 
Liberal  party  much  better  than  the  party 
which  fought  and  strove  to  get  those  laws 
passed  can  administer  them.  Give  us  a  trial. 
We  will  show  you  what  we  oan  do.  We  will 
not  repeal  any  of  their  measures.  We  will 
not  repeal  the  Government  Advances  to  Settlers 
Act;  we  will  not  repeal  the  Laud  for  Settle- 
ments Act,  nor  the  Arbitration  and  Conciliation 
Act,  nor  the  Old-age  Pensions  Act ;  but  we  will 
leave  them  all  on  the  statute-book."  Now, 
those  honourable  gentlemen  know  very  well 
that  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  repeal  a 
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single  one  of  the  measures  I  have  named.  At 
the  same  time,  although  we  know  they  would 
not  dare  to  repeal  them,  they  would  not  raise 
a  single  shilling  to  carry  on  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Act.  The  Old-age  Pensions  Act  would 
be  in  the  same  position :  it  would  be  left  on 
the  statute-book,  but  no  one  would  get  a 
pension  under  it.  The  Conciliation  and  Arbitra- 
tion Act  would  become  a  dead-letter,  just  as  if 
it  was  not  on  the  statute-book  at  all ;  it  would 
be  valueless,  and  the  workers  of  the  colony 
would  be  as  helpless  as  in  the  maritime  strike 
in  1890.  Do  honourable  members  opposite  be- 
lieve that  the  people  of  the  colony  would 
trust  them  to  carry  out  these  Acts  that  the 
Liberal  party  have  put  on  the  statute-book  ? 
The  other  side,  for  instance,  referred  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  as 
"bursting  up,"  and  they  denounced  the 
Government  for  it,  and  called  them  the  seven 
devils  of  socialism.  No  name,  in  fact,  was  too 
bad  for  them,  or  for  the  Conservative  Press  of 
the  colony  to  hurl  at  them,  for  the  legislation 
they  passed.  We  do  not  hear  a  word  of  that 
now.  However,  the  Opposition  are  beginning 
at  last  to  fall  into  the  ways  of  public  opinion  in 
the  colony,  and  for  that  reason  they  have 
dropped  their  obnoxious  references  to  the 
Government.  They  are  opulent  gentlemen 
who  have  contracted  indolent  babies.  They 
get  up  rather  late,  and  as  a  result  they  never 
overtake  public  opinion.  They  trudge  heavily 
along  and  flounder  behind.  Now,  I  was  very 
much  surprised  when  I  heard  some  honourable 
members  say  the  Opposition  had  no  policy. 
There  is  no  such  thing  in  the  House  as  a 
combined  Opposition.  We  all  know  that  very 
well.  There  has  never  been  combination 
among  them  since  I  came  into  the  House 
— indeed,  there  has  never  been  combination 
among  them  since  they  have  been  in  opposition. 
There  is  the  "left  wing"  here,  and  chere  are 
only  dissenting  fragments  of  Opposition  theories 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Houbc.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Patea,  for  inHtance,  wants 
free-trade  in  Native  lands,  and  other  Opposition 
members  want  the  freehold  tenure.  Will  the 
honourable  member  for  Biccarton  support  the 
freehold  tenure  ?  I  venture  to  say  he  will  not. 
They  will  never  get  that  honourable  gentleman 
into  a  Ministry  that  is  favourable  to  and  will 
make  freehold  tenure  a  principal  plank  in  their 
platform.  I  think.  Sir,  we  have  a  better  tenure 
chan  that  in  the  colony  at  the  present  time. 
This,  however,  is  only  a  sop  that  is  thrown 
to  the  Crown  tenants  of  the  colony,  to  try  to 
catch  their  votes  in  the  coming  general  elec- 
tion. But  I  assure  the  honourable  members 
opposite  that  such  a  move  will  be  quite  futile 
on  their  part.  The  people  who  are  now  taking 
up  land  under  the  land-for-settlement  scheme 
are  the  sons  and  daughters  of  our  settlers  who 
are  not  in  the  best  of  circumstances,  and,  if 
they  had  to  take  the  freehold  of  the  land,  would 
never  get  on  the  land  at  all.  I  am  one.  Sir, 
who  believes  that  the  "  eternal "  lease  is  the 
best  thing  for  this  colony,  or,  indeed,  for  any 
country  in  the  world.  By  the  time  that  lease 
expires  I  doubt  if  there  will  be  any  freehold  in 
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land.  However,  be  thai  as  it  may,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  stand  up  for  our  land-laws  as  they  an 
at  the  present  time.  I  do  not  think  we  otn 
very  much  improve  on  them.  As  to  free-trade  in 
Native  lands,  that  is  a  policy  that  I  am  not 
going  to  support  as  long  as  I  have  a  seat  in  this 
House.  I  was  going  to  read  an  extract,  but  I  do 
not  think  I  shall  have  time  to  do  so.  Most 
honourable  members  are  aware  that  the  Opposi- 
tion party  held  a  meeting  in  Wellington  towsids 
the  end  of  last  January,  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Dathie)  was 
elected  chairman  of  that  meeting.  Shortly 
afterwards  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
flbddressed  his  constituents,  and  he  announced 
the  policy  of  the  Opposition.  Unfortunately, 
owing  to  illness  in  the  family  of  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  he  was  not  able  to  address  any 
politicikl  meetings  at  the  time.  But  evidently 
he  took  ofience  at  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea.  I  read  a  telegraphic  correspondence 
which  was  supposed  to  have  taken  place  between 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  and  the  honooi* 
able  member  for  Patea.  The  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  when  he  read  in  the  papers  tbt 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Patea, 
wired  to  him, — 

'*  Who  authorised  you  to  propound  a  poliey 
for  the  Opposition  ?  Just  like  your  impudence 
to  Mump  *  my  claim." 

He  now  says  the  Liberal  party  are  jumping 
his  claim  and  his  policy;  but  he  has  neither 
claim  nor  policy,  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea  collared  the  lot.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea  wired  back  : — 

"  Never  mind,  old  man,  if  you  cannot  initiate 
a  policy,  I  must ;  the  settlers  here  wiU  have  a 
policy  of  some  kind.  It  will  be  all  right  when 
our  party  get  into  power  and  we  form  our  Go- 
vernment." 

The  leader  of  the  Opposition  replied  :— 

**You  in  our  Grovernmentt  There  are  not 
two  men  in  the  party  who  would  stand  yon  in 
our  Government  for  twenty-four  hours.  Bat  U 
you  had  only  kept  civil,  and  not  interfered  in 
my  afialrs,  we  might  have  arranged  it  about  th« 
Agent-Generalship.  To  have  yoa  in  imy  Go- 
vernment would  burst  up  the  Government  and 
wreck  the  party  in  a  week.'* 

I  would  give  those  gentlemen  opposite  a  little 
friendly  advice.  If  they  want  to  convince  the 
people  of  their  patriotism  and  sincerity  they 
must  flkdvance  with  the  times.  They  must  be 
prepared  to  grant  government  to  the  people  by 
the  people  and  for  the  people,  and  not  for  (he 
benefit  of  an  opulent  class.  I  would  be  very 
sorry  to  see  some  of  those  members  out  of  Par- 
liament, because  they  are  capable  of  doing  * 
great  deal  of  good  and  useful  work  for  the 
country  if  they  would  only  take  a  correct  view 
of  public  afiairs.  Until  they  do  that  I  ventnre 
to  prophesy  that  they  will  never  sit  on  the  Go- 
vernment benches ;  until  they  advance  with 
the  public  opinion  of  the  coFony  they  will  re- 
pine in  opposition. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  do  not  know  whether 
we  ought  to  take  seriously  the  words  of  the 
honourable  member.  I  recognise  that  the 
House  will  not  take  them  seriously;  but  tbey 
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wilUppear  in  cold  print  in  Hansard,  and  people 
may  imngine  there  is  some  truth  in  what  he 
m'd.  I  presame  he  quoted  a  so-  called  mahatma 
who  occftfiionally  writes  to  the  papers.  There 
is  not  a  shadow  of  foundation  for  the  alleged 
telegrams  which  he  quoted.  The  only  occa- 
rioDS  on  which  I  have  telegraphed  to  the 
hoDoarable  member  for  Patea  have  been  when 
I  bare  complimented  him  on  his  very  able 
ipeeebes. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— I  did  not  vouch  for 
the  accuracy  of  the  oorrespondenoe.  I  simply 
laid  I  read  it  in  the  papers. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— I  do  not  think  there 
ODght  to  be  a  jest  of  that  Rort  published  in 
Bofuard.    I  do  not  think  it  is  right. 

Hr.  BROWN  (Taranaki).— Sir,  it  is  always 
plewant   to    be   able  to  compliment  another 
member  on  the  efforts  he  makes  in  the  House, 
ud  I  am  sure  honourable  members  will  agree 
with  me   in   oomplimentiog    the    honourable 
member  for  Tuapeka  on  his  maiden  speech, 
which  he  has  delivered  in  such  a  masterly  and 
eloqaest  manner.     I  am  very  sorry  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  thought 
fit, in  hie  opening  remarks,  to  disparage  and 
attempt  to  cast  ridicule  on  the  maiden  effort 
of   the  honourable    gentleman.     I    think    it 
showed  Tery  bad  taste  on  his  part,  and  I  hope 
in  /Dtare,  when  any  new  member  makes  his 
mAideo  effort  in    the  House,  the  rule  will  be 
followed,  which  in  almost  universal  in  assem- 
blages of  gentlemen,  that  such  member  shall 
receive  a  courteous  and  attentive  hearing,  and 
that  the  member  who  follows  him— if  he  does 
not  see  fit  to  compliment  him— shall  at  least 
Dot  attempt    to   di!«parage   the   effort   he   has 
made.    There  is  another  point  on  which  I  wish 
to  make  a  few  remarks  in  connection  with  the 
ipeech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Motueka 
—namely,  upon  the  string  of  figures  which  he 
>Fad.    These  figures  appear  to  be  incorrect.     I 
could  not  follow  hira  all  through,  as  the  tone  of 
hisToice  was  such  that  I  could  not  always  catch 
the  exact  figure's.     But,  from  vvhat  I  was  able 
to  hear,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  compiled 
them  himself  he  must  have  made  a  mistake. 
If  they  were  compiled  for  hira  he  did  not  under- 
itand  ihem.     With  that  I  will  leave  the  honour- 
able gentleman.     I  have  also  a  pleasant  duty  to 
perform  in  congratulating  the  Premier  on  his 
'i'e  return  from  his  various  journeys  to  and  fro 
OTer  the  colony  during  the  recess.    I  am  pleased 
|0  8ee  him  back,  having  escaped  all  ihedangers 
hyland  and  Fea  that  he  has  encountered,  and 
wat  he  is  in  good  form  to  take  part  in  debate, 
ne  in  Taranaki  must  also  congratulate   our- 
lelvei  upon  the  fact  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  saw  fit  to  viflit  that  part  of  the  colony 
^  least  Biz  times  during  the  seven  months  of 
usreeesA. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— I  have  always  had  a  weak- 
n»s  for  Taranaki. 

Mr.  BROWN.— Yes,  I  know ;  and  perhaps 
w  aecoants  for  the  great  interest  he  has 
■ken  in  that  part  of  the  colony.  Of  course, 
M  always  visits  that  part  of  the  colony  to 
»Ue  himself  well  acquainted  with  the  wants 
n  the  lettUrs,  and  not  for  any  other  pur- 
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pose — touting  for  votes,  for  instance.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman,  in  his  various 
visits  to  the  district,  must  have  found  out 
that  amongst  the  requirements  of  the  dis- 
trict there  is  one-  of  extreme  urgency  —  a 
new  station  at  New  Plymouth  is  urgently  re- 
quired. The  present  rail  nay- accommodation, 
as  all  the  Auckland  members  will  agree,  is 
quite  inadequate  to  the  traffic  which  has  now 
grown  up  at  that  station.  On  the  train 
arriving  from  the  Breakwater  with  passengers 
and  luggage,  the  luggage  is  dumped  down  out 
in  the  rain,  if  it  is  raining,  often  in  a  pool  of 
water,  and  the  passengers  have  to  gather  round 
in  the  pouring  rain  to  collect  their  lugg^ige  and 
get  it  placed  on  the  train.  I  hear  the  Minister 
for  Railways  say  "  Hear,  hear."  I  trust  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  see  his  way  to 
plaoe  a  sum  on  the  estimates  to  improve  the 
station  accommodation  at  that  place.  Another 
matter  the  Premier  has  no  doubt  found  out  aa 
to  the  requirements  of  this  district  is  that  we 
think  that,  owing  to  the  importance  of  Tara- 
naki as  the  chief  dairying  district  of  the  colony, 
and  the  number  of  farms  and  the  number  of 
cattle  in  the  district,  Taranaki  is  entitled  to 
the  presence  of  one  of  the  Veterinary  Surgeons. 
That  the  Premier  realised  this  can  be  seen  by 
what  he  told  the  settlers  at  Ingle  wood.  He 
said, — 

**  These  men  [the  veterinary  surgeons] 
would  not  be  tied  up  with  red  tape,  but  would 
have  charge  of  various  districts.  If  there  was 
somethir)g  wrong  with  a  cow,  and  no  skilled 
veterinarian  was  available,  the  farmer  could 
call  in  one  of  thei^e  Government  veterinary 
surgeons,  and  if  the  latter  gave  the  farmer  the 
benefit  of  his  knowledge  the  Government 
would  not  scold  him  fordoing  so." 

I  would  ask  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
Why  has  not  a  veterinary  surgeon  been 
appointed  to  the  charge  of  this  very  important 
district?  lam  not  ppeaking  of  the  Electoral 
District  of  Taranaki  only,  but  of  the  whole^. 
provincial  district.  I  had  occasion  to  cor- 
respond with  the  Acting- Minirtter  for  Agricul- 
ture OQ  this  subject,  and  this  is  an  extracts 
from  the  reply  I  received  to  day  to  ei  lettec- 
I  sent  more  than  a  month  ago  .'-' 

11  30  * '"  reply,  I  have  to  say  that  thesd 
gentlemen  [the  veterinary  surgeons] 
were  specially  engaged  for  the  purpose  of  meat- 
inspection,  and  already  four  of  them  are  so 
employed.  The  assistance  of  a  veterinarian  is 
granted  to  the  local  Inspector  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible after  they  apply." 

Well,  Sir,  this  does  not  exaotl}  bear  out  the 
Premier's  statement,  and  I  would  urge  upon 
him  that  he  should  take  into  consideration  the 
latter  part  of  this  reply,  and  as  soon  as  possible 
endeavour  to  have  a  veterinary  surgeon  sta- 
tioned in  thnt  very  important  district. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  we  shall  have  to 
import  some  more.  There  is  a  general  call 
upon  them. 

Mr.  BROWN.— In  connection  with  this 
matter  I  may  state  that  Taranaki  possessas 
one-sixth  of  the  total  number  of  cattle  in  the 
colony.    The  total  number  of  homed  cattle  lor 
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the  colon  J  is  1,209,000,  and  in  the  Taranaki 
Provincial  District  there  are  211,000.  There- 
fore I  consider  we  are  entitled  to  some  con- 
sideration in  t))e  matter  of  the  appointment  of 
a  veterinary  surgeon  to  reside  in  that  part  of 
the  colony.  Now,  I  have  heen  charged  hy  the 
Premier  with  misinforming  my  constituents 
as  to  certain  matters  in  connection  with  his 
travelling  expenses  and  allowances,  and  I  may 
state  at  once  that  if  1  have  misinformed  them 
I  simply  misinformed  tliem  by  reading  from 
the  paper  published  by  the  Treasury — Return 
H.-29 — giviug  the  facts  in  connection  with  the 
right  honourable  ^gentleman's  travelling-ex- 
penses. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — You  are  mixing  it  up  again. 

Mr,  BROWN.— No.  The  Premier  8a>B  I  did 
not  understand  the  difference  between  travel- 
ling allowances  and  expenses,  and  that  he 
would  open  a  night-school  in  order  to  teach  me ; 
but  I  can  tell  him  that  I  do  know  the  difference 
between  travelling  allowances  and  expenses, 
and  when  I  read  from  the  document  I  quoted  1 
used  the  very  words  of  the  document,  which 
says  "  travelling  allowances  and  expenses  drawn 
by  Ministers."  I  did  not  accuse  the  Premier  of 
having  pocketed  any  of  this  sum.  I  am  quite 
aware  there  is  a  difference  between  travelliog- 
allowancea  and  travelling- expenses.  What  I  said 
was  this — and  what  I  s&id  in  the  first  place  was 
what  the  Premier  specially  took  exception  to  : 
that  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was 
travelling  through  the  colony,  taking  the  average 
of  the  last  three  years,  he  had  cost  the  tax- 

Sayers  of  the  colony  more  than  £6  per  day 
uring  every  day  he  was  away  from  Wellington. 

Mr.  SEDJDON.— The  paper  said  I  received  it. 

Mr.  BROWN. —  I  do  not  know  what  the 
newspaper  said.  I  said  it  cost  the  colony  that, 
and  then  I  made  use  of  the  very  words  of  the 
Treasury  paper,  which  says,  "  drawn  by  various 
Ministers." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  allowance  is  drawn,  not 
the  ex|.enu('S. 

Mr.  BROWN.  — Very  well,  but  the  return 
says,  "  Allowances  and  Expenses  drawn  by 
Ministers :  A  Return  showing  the  Amount 
drawn  by  each  Member  of  the  Executive  for 
Travelling-allowances  and  Travelling-expenses." 
I  will  road  an  extract  from  the  Taranaki 
nerald's  report  of  tiie  Premier's  speech  : — 

**  Mr.  Brown  was  reported  to  have  said  that 
he  (Mr.  Seddon)  was  away  from  Wellington 
two-fifths  of  bis  time,  and  that  during  the  last 
three  years  he  had  drawn  as  much  as  £6 
a  day  for  every  day  he  was  travelling  about 
the  colony.  All  he  (Mr.  Seddon  could  say  to 
such  a  statement  was  that  it  was  perversion 
of  the  truth." 

An  Hon.  Member. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  BROWN.— Then  your  Treasury  return 
is  a  perversion  of  the  truth.  The  report  goes 
on  to  Ftate, — 

*'  There  is  a  law  passed  in  1886  which  limits 
the  travelling-allowance  of  Ministers  to  £1  10s. 
per  day,  and  he  could  truthfully  pay  he  had 
never  received  more  than  that  amount." 

Nobody  said  he  had  pocketed  more  than  that 
amount.     The  Premier  continues, — 

Mr,  Brown 


'*  Such  a  couise  was  unfair  and  absolately 
dishonest,  for  in  that  return  were  included  his 
expenses  to  the  Mother-country  as  repressDta- 
tive  of  New  Zealand,  as  well  as  those  he  in- 
curred during  the  time  he  attended  the  Pra* 
miers'  Conference  in  Australia.  .  .  .  There- 
fore it  was  only  fair  that  MiniRters  should  meet 
the  people  and  refute  such  base  statements, 
and  allow  the  electors  to  judge  the  position 
fairly." 

I  will  read  the  heading  of  the  returns,  and  I 
will  aok  honourable  members  to  judge  whether 
I  or  the  Premier  has  "  perverted  the  truth," 
and  whether  I  have  pursued  an  "  unfair  and 
absolutely  dishonest  course,"  and  whether  U 
was  necessary  for  a  Minister  to  travel  to  Tara- 
naki <*  to  refute  so  base  a  statement."  Well,  I 
read  this  in  the  return  : — 

"  Return  showing  Amount  drawn  by  each 
member  of  the  Executive  for  Travellirg-allow- 
ance  and  travelling-expenses  during  the  Finan- 
cial Year  ending  SlRt  March,  1897,  exclasive 
of  the  Expenses  of  the  Premier  on  his  Visit  to 
Australia." 

Then,  again,  we  read, — 

'*  Return  showing  the  Amount  drawn  by  each 
Member  of  the  Executive  for  Travelling-allow* 
ance  and  Travelling-expenses  during  the  Finan- 
cial Year  ending  31st  March,  1898,  excinding 
the  Premier's  Expenses  to  the  Jubilee  Celebra- 
tion." 

Yet  the  Premier  has  the  effrontery  to  charge 
me  with  including  his  travelling-expenses  to 
the  Mother-country  and  his  travelling-expenses 
while  attending  the  meeting  of  the  Premieis 
in  Australia  in  this  sum,  which  comes  to  an 
average  of  over  £6  per  day  for  the  three  years, 
as  may  be  seen  by  a  perussJ  of  the  returns 
from  which  I  have  quoted.  Later  on  the 
Premier  spoke  at  a  place  called  Opunake,  and 
the  Premier  there  said  very  much  the  same 
thing,  and  accused  me  of  being  a  political 
jackal.  I  do  not  know  exactly  what  that 
may  mean,  but  the  evening  after  I  spoke  at 
Opunake  another  member  of  the  House  spoke 
there  likewise,  and  he  made  reference  to  the 
very  same  matter,  and  accused  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Premier  not  of  being  a  political  jackal,  bat 
of  something  far  worse.  Yet  the  Premier,  who 
turns  round  and  pitches  into  me  for  reading 
from  a  parliamentary  paper  to  the  electors, 
allowed  those  statements  by  another  member 
to  go  without  any  reference  or  contradiction. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  had  not  seen  them  at  the 
time. 

Mr.  BROWN.— Well,  the  Premier,  at  New 
Plymouth,  standing  on  the  platform,  said,— 

"  He  stood  on  this  platform  after  a  trial  of 
twenty  years,  and  could  face  his  opponents  and 
truthfully  say  he  never  struck  below  the  belt, 
nor  would  he  ever  indulge  in  personalities  or 
abuse." 

And  almost  in  the  same  breath  he  proceeds 
to  misquote  and  misapply  a  statement  made  by 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  at  a  banquet  at 
Carterton.  Is  not  misquoting  an  opponent's 
speech  striking  below  the  belt  ?  He  then  went 
further,  and  informed  his  hearers  that  the 
Opposition  wished  to  bring  in  legiaiation  fixing 
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tbeage  at  which  a  man  should  marry.  And 
je(  he  says  he  never  hits  below  the  belt  I  Then 
Im  goes  on  co  say  that  when  the  Conservative 
party  were  in  power  they  passed  an  Act  which 
give  pensions  to  Civil  servants  drawing  salaries 
of  from  £1,C00  to  £1.500.  Why,  Sir.  the  terms 
"Liberal"  and  **  Conservative '*  were  not 
known  in  New  Zealand  at  the  time  that  Act 
was  passed.  It  was  passed  by  the  Stafford 
Ministry  in  1858.    And  who  repealed  that  Act  ? 

Mr.  S^DDON.— The  Liberal  party,  in  the 
session  of  1881. 

Mr.  BROWN.— Not  at  all.     It  was  repealed 
in  1871  by  the  Fox-Vogel  Ministry,  before  the 
terms  *' Liberal'*  and  '* Conservative  "  had  been 
applied  to  political  parties  in  New  Zealand.    If 
you  look  up  your  Acts  you  will   find  it  was 
the  Foz-Vogel  Ministry.     Well,  I  will  not  fol- 
low the  Premier  any  further  on  that  line  at 
present.    I  will  turn  to  the  subject-matter  of 
the  amendment    moved    by    the    honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  on  the  Address   in 
Beply.    We  have  heard  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City    (Mr.  Millar)  that 
the  marine  laws  of  this  colony  are  admin Ir- 
iered  in  a  very  lax  manner,  atid  that  it  wsr 
quite  right  that  a  Koyal  Commission  should 
be  set  op  to  inqaire  into  the  administration  of 
the  Marine  Department.     Well,  Sir,  if  it  was  a 
qoesuoo  of  an  inquiry  into  the  administration 
oif  tbe  Marine  Department,  I  admit  a  Royal 
Commission   would  be  the  right  tribunal   to 
make  an  inquiry  into  the  working  of  the  de 
partment,   and   to  obtain   information   which 
might  enable  the  Ministry  to  issue  fresh  regu- 
lations or,  if  necessary,  introduce  fresh  legis- 
lation in  connection  with  those  laws.     But  the 
point,  an  it  appears  to  me,  that  is  lost  sight  of  by 
the  member  for  Dunedin  City  is  this :  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House  is  not  as  to  inquiring  into 
the  general  administration  of  the  Marine  De- 
partment, or  to  obtain  information  which  may 
enable  the  Government  to  improve  the  working 
of  that  department.    The  question  now  agitat- 
ing the  public  mind   is   not  that  of  general 
administration,  but  it  is  this :  that  a  certain 
grave  charge  has  been  made  by  the  Press  of 
the  colony,  and   by  other  parties,  against  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Premier  and  the  Hon.  Minis- 
ter of  Marine  in  connection  with  the  issuing 
of  a  certain  master's  certificate.     And   what 
the  public  wane   to  know  is  not  whether   the 
Marine  Department  was   laxly  'ad tni metered, 
bat  they  want  to  know  whether  there  is  any 
truth  in  the  statement  circulated  throughout 
the  colony  that  the  Premier,  with  the  Minister 
of  Marine,  have  instigated  certain  officer'^  of 
that  department  to  commit  a  breach  of  the  law 
of  the  colony.    That  is  the  quetition.    Ministers 
bave  set   up   a  Boyal   Commission,  and  who 
an  the  members  of  this  Commission?    Why, 
they  are  two  gentlemen  who,  no  doubt,  are 
very  mnch  respected  in  the  colony,  and  justly 
so;  but  is  it  to  be  expected  that  Hubordinate 
officers  will  thoroughly  investigate  the  conduct 
of  Ministers?    No,  Sir.     I  say  that  Ministers 
of  the  Crown   are  amenable    to    this  House 
of  Parliament,  and  to  Parliament  alone.    It  is 
Parliament  alone  that  should  take  cognisance 


I  of  the  misdoings  of  Ministers,  if  Huch  there  are, 
and  not  any  outside  tribunal  whatever.  Minis- 
ters are  responsible  to  this  House,  and  not  to 
any  Royal  Commission,  and  I  will  quote  an 
authority  which  I  think  even  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite  will  admit  is  one  which 
they  will  accept.  It  is  an  opinion  given  by  no 
less  a  person  tbein  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier. 
When  speaking  at  Opunake  he  said,  amongst 
other  thinfirs, — 

'*  The  Ministers  were  the  advisers  of  the 
Crown,  and  would  be  called  on  to  judge  them- 
selves, which  would  be  a  false  position,  and 
they  declined  to  be  placed  in  it.  Ministers  were 
responsible  to  Parliament,  but  would  not  makb 
themselves  responsible  to  any  Royal  Commis- 
sion." 

And  yet  now  the  Premier  wishes  the  House 
and  the  country  to  understand  that  he  has  set 
up  this  Royal  Commission  to  investigate  his 
actions  and  those  of  his  colleagues.  Why, 
Sir,  it  is  simply  an  attempt  to  mislead  the  pub- 
lic—to draw  a  red- herring  across  the  scent — 
to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  members. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— A  Minister  cannot  make 
himself  responsible  to  a  Commission. 

Mr.  BROWN.— "  Cannot  make  himself  re- 
sponsible to  a  Royal  Commission."  I  am  aware 
of  that ;  therefore  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Hoase 
to  investigate  charges  made  against  Ministers. 
That  is  the  point,  and  that  is  the  object  of  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No  charge  has  been  made 
against  Ministers. 

Mr.  BROWN.— There  is  no  speaker  on  this 
side  of  the  House  who  has  made  a  charge,  but  a 
charge  has  been  made  by  the  Press  of  the  colony, 
and  we  want  to  see  Ministers  clear  themselves 
of  these  charges.  We  want  to  know  whether 
they  are  guilty  or  not.  We  want  to  know 
the  whole  of  the  circumstances  in  connection 
with  the  issue  of  this  certificate  to  Captain 
Jones  of  the  "  Duco."  Ministers  wiuld  not  ap- 
pear to  give  evidence  before  the  Police  Commis- 
sion because,  as  the  Premier  says,  they  were 
the  advisers  of  the  Crown,  and  would  be  called 
upon  to  judge  themselves.  They  were  not  asked 
to  sit  in  judgment  upon  themselves.  They 
were  simply  asked  to  give  evidence  before 
the  Police  CommiRsion,  and  they  refused 
to  do  so.  If  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  said  they  would  be  called  upon 
to  condemn  themselves  there  would  be  a 
meaning,  and  possibly  a  truthful  meaninf^,  in 
the  sentence.  We  on  this  side  of  the  House 
contend  that  no  Royal  Commission  will  ever 
be  able  to  clear  up  this  matter,  or  be  able 
to  fathom  what  the  Premier  wishes  to  conceal. 
Now,  I  wish  to  say  one  or  two  words  upon  what 
is  called  the  lax  policy  of  the  Opposition.  One 
of  the  speakers— I  think  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Caversham — stated  that  previous  to 
the  election  of  1890  the  leaders  of  the  great 
Liberal  party — the  Hon.  Mr.  Ballance,  Mr. 
Reeves,  Sir  Westby  Perceval,  and  others — 
had  stated,  in  addressing  the  electors,  what 
the  policy  of  that  party  would  be  were  it  re- 
turned to  power.    Well,  have  not  the  leaden 
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on  this  Fide  of  the  House  done  the  same  thing 
and  indicated  what  would  he  the  policy  of  the 
party  if  it  were  returned  to  power  ?  We  know 
that  when  Parliament  met  in  1891,  and  the 
Ballance  Mmistry  was  formed,  Mr.  Bailance 
was  not  prepared  to  announce  a  policy  to  the 
House,  and  he  ha^  lo  ask  for  an  adjournment 
for  three  months  to  go  into  the  finances  of  the 
colony  and  formulate  a  policy  to  lay  before 
this  House.  And,  reasoning  by  analogy,  the 
Liberal  party  should  not  taunt  the  Opposition 
with  not  having  a  policy  until  they  have  had 
sufficient  time  to  go  into  the  state  of  the 
colony's  finances ;  and  when  we  are  sitting  on 
those  benches  and  are  responfible  to  the  House 
and  the  country,  then  will  be  the  time  for  our 
leaders  to  announce  their  policy,  and  not 
before.  Of  course  ihey  can  give  an  indication 
of  their  policy,  and  I  consider  a  very  clear 
indication  of  what  their  policy  will  be  has  been 
given.  The  first  is  that  all  tenants  of  the  Grown 
should  have  the  right,  if  they  desire  it,  to 
acquire  the  freehold  of  the  lands  they  occupy. 
Secondly,  there  is  the  reform  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  which  is  a  matter  of  great  urgency. 
Then  there  is  the  setting  up  of  a  Civil  Service 
Board  to  take  over  the  control  of  the  Civil 
Service.  The  extension  of  the  powers  of  local 
bodies,  and  many  other  measures  which  have 
been  mentioned  not  only  by  our  leader,  but 
also  by  other  members  of  the  Opposition, 
points  sufficient  to  indicate  the  line  the  Op- 
position will  take  up  should  they  at  the  next 
election  command  a  majority  in  this  House. 
And  I  have  to  take  exception  to  another  state- 
ment made  by  the  Premier  when  speaking  at 
Hawera,  which  was  thoroughly  misleading,  and 
of  which  1  have  not  so  far  seen  any  notice 
taken.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  the  stonewall, 
as  he  was  pleased  to  call  it,  was  on  the 
question  of  v^hether  the  sum  of  £140  should  be 
voted  as  expenses  to  his  secretHry  while  on  his 
visit  to  Kn^land.  That  was,  I  con^^ider,  quite 
a  misleading  stntament,  because  there  \\as  no 
stonewall  raised  on  that  question  whatever.  If 
there  was  any  stonewall  raised  it  was  on  the 
far  more  important  question  of  contingent  ex- 
penditure. There  was  a  sum  of  £140,000  spent 
as  **  Contingencies,"  and  we  wished  to  know  the 
particulars  of  that  expenditure.  And  I  think 
this  Houpe  was  quite  justified  in  refusmg  to 
proofed  with  the  business  of  the  country  until 
we  had  laid  before  us  a  proper  account  of  how 
this  large  sum  of  money  liad  been  spent.  It  is 
by  misstatements  such  as  this  that  the  Pre- 
mier seeks  to  discredit  his  opponents.  Then, 
again,  the  Premier,  while  speaking  in  the  same 
place,  stated  that,  whereas  the  amount  voted 
for  salaries  of  Ministers  used  to  amount  to 
£10.050  annually,  it  now  amounted  only  to 
£6,200;  and  the  manner  in  which  he  stated 
it  was  clearly  intended  to  mislead  the  public 
into  thinking  that  it  was  through  the  econo- 
mical administration  of  his  party  that  the 
Balariee  of  Ministers  had  been  reduced  to 
that  figure.  But  what  are  the  facts?  The 
Balaries  of  Minister^,  wisely  or  unwisely,  were 
reduced  by  the  Atkinson  Oovemment  when 
ihey    came    into    power   in    the    year    1887. 

Mr,  Brown 


Why,  one  of  the  first  questions  they  tackled 
was  the  question  of  retrenchment,  and  they 
began  it   by   retrenching   their   own  salaries. 
They  reduced  the  number  of  members  of  tbii 
House  in  order  to  curtail  the  expenses  of  go- 
vernment.    They  also  reduced  the  honorarium 
paid  to  members.    They  made  a  promise  not 
to  appoint  any  more  gentlemen  to  the  Legis- 
lative  Council,  in  order  to  curtail  expenditure, 
and  they  were  forced  to  curtail  expenditun 
in  every  department  of  the  State  in  order  to 
economise.     We  were  told  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Motueka  this  evening  that  it  was 
the  Conservative  party  who  bad  brought  the 
colony  to  the  verge  of  bankruptcy  and  ruin. 
It  was  not  the  Conservative  party,  Sir;  it  was 
their  predecessors  in  office,  and  when  the  Gon> 
servative  party  came  into  power  they  had  to 
retrench  and  economise  in  every  direction  in 
order  to  try  and  bring  the  expenditure  of  the 
colony  as  neskrly  as  possible  within  the  revenue. 
They  inaugurated    then   what  was  called  "a 
tapering- off  policy  "  in  connection  with  public 
works,  and  they  greatly  reduced  expenditure 
not  only  on  public  works,  but  in  other  depart- 
ments  of  the  State,  until  in  the  last  years  of 
their  administration  the  credit  of   the  colony 
was   re- established,  and    the    finances  of   the 
colony  were  placed  in  such  a  position  that  the 
succeeding  Ministry  was  able  to  carry  on  for  a 
short  time  without  having  recourse  co  borrow- 
ing.   Now,  has   the    tapering-of!    policy   been 
continued?    I  think,  if  we  investigate  the  ex- 
penditure on  public  works,  we  shall  find  that 
the  smaller  sums  of  borrowed  money  spent  on 
public   works    were,   in   the  last  years  of  the 
Atkinson  Government  and  the  two  first  yean 
of  the  Ballance  Administration,  and  since  then, 
instead  of   tapering  of!  and   reducing  the  ex- 
penditure on  pub:ic  works  to  within  the  limits 
of  the  income  of  the  colony,  the  Ministers  have 
gradually  gone  on  increasing  it,  until  now,  if  we 
were  to  write  down  in  a  column  the  amounts 
of  money  borrowed,   beginning  with  1898  and 
reaching  back  to  1892,   the  column  would  re- 
semble   a    pyramid    standing     on     its    spex. 
It  has  gradually  been  increasing,   increasiogi 
increasing.      At  first   we  borrowed   slyly.     At 
first  we  borrowed   by   appropriating  the  sink- 
ing funds,  by  issuing  debentures  against  the 
accumulated   sinking  funds,   and    that  policy 
was  consummated  by  the  great  financial  exploit 
of  annexing  the  sinking  funds  belonging  to  the 
local    bodies.      They   then    ceased    borrowing 
slyly,  because  they  had  appropi  iated  everything 
worth  laying  hands  on,  and  had  to  go  and  bor- 
row from  the  public,  first  by  the  issue  of  New 
Zealand  Consols,  then  by  bori owing  fmm  (be 
various  lending  departments  of  the   Govern- 
ment ;  but  in  1896  the  self-reliant  policy  came 
to  an  end,  and  the  last  shred  of  the  veil  tbst 
they  had  thrown  over  the  non- borrowing  policy 
was  torn  awav,  and   they  had   to  go  to  the 
London  market  and  borrow  money  to  carry  on 
the  public  works  of  the  oolony.     Well,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  economy  and  careful  adminis- 
tration of  the  last  so-called  Conservative  party 
this    colony    would   not    have    been    able  to 
borrow  on  the  London  market  on  the  terms 
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which  it  waa  enabled  to  do  whoa  it  had 
of  neces«ity  to  go  on  that  market  again. 
There  is  one  question  I  should  have  liked  to  see 
touched  upon  in  the  Speech,  but  it  has  been 
omitted.  While  we  are  about  reducing  the  rate 
of  interest  under  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act, 
would  it  not  be  possible  also  to  reduce  the  rate 
of  interest  paid  by  local  bodies  who  borrowed 
noder  the  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act  of  1886. 
At  the  time  that  Act  was  passed  the  colony  had 
to  bjrrow  money  at  4^  per  cent.,  and  could  only 
afford  to  lend  the  money  at  5  per  cent.,  with  a 
1  per  cent,  sinking  fund.  Now  the  colony  can 
borrow  at  3  per  cent.,  but  it  still  charges  the 
local  bodies  5  per  cent.  Well,  I  should  like  to 
see  that  rate  of  interest  reduced  to  at  least 
4  per  cent.  These  loans  to  local  bodies  have 
been  a  great  benefit  to  certain  districts  of  the 
colony.  In  districts  where  the  land  is  cut  up 
in  small  holdings,  and  is  held  by  small  farmers, 
they  would  not  have  been  able  to  develop  the 
dairy  industry  of  the  colony  if  they  had  not 
been  able  to  borrow  money  under  this  scheme. 

Mi.  McGOWAN.— Hear,  hear. 

Hr.  BROWN. — I  hope  you  are  not  going  to 
take  credit  on  that  side  of  the  House  for  having 
brought  this  Act  into  operation.  I  know  the 
Bight  Hon.  the  Premier,  when  in  our  part  of 
the  worJd,  took  credit  to  himself  for  having 
provided  the  means  by  which  local  bodies 
ooaJd  borrow  money  at  a  low  rate  of  interest. 

IQQ  I  hope  the  Government  will  see  their 
*  way  to  make  some  reduction  in  the 
rale  of  interest  paid  by  the  local  bodies  on 
their  loans.  There  is  another  point  which  I 
would  like  to  have  seen  dealt  with  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  that  was  an 
amendment  in  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act, 
by  which  this  House  should  have  more  direct 
control  over  the  amount  of  money  borrowed 
every  year  for  purchasing  estates  for  close 
settlement.  At  present  we  vote  a  lump-sum 
for  that  purpose.  It  is  handed  over  to  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands,  and  he  does 
with  it  just  what  he  likes.  Honourable 
members  do  not  know  what  estates  he  proposes 
to  purchase ;  they  do  not  know  what  amount 
is  proposed  to  be  given  for  the  different 
estates,  and  1  think  this  House  should  have 
fuller  control  over  the  expenditure  of  that 
money  than  they  have  at  the  present  time. 
Then,  I  would  like  also  to  have  had  a  more 
distinct  pledge  as  to  the  introduction  of  a 
scheme  for  the  reform  of  local  government. 
It  has  been  mentioned  year  after  year  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Qovemment  to  introduce  a  new  Local 
Government  Bill,  but  this  year  it  is  just  men- 
tioned amongst  a  lot  of  other  Bills,  and,  this 
being  the  last  session  of  the  present  Parlia- 
ment, I  do  not  think  it  is  at  all  likely  to  be 
tntroduoed  this  session,  and  I  may  say  I  con- 
sider it  would  take  a  whole  session,  and  not  a 
diort  session  either,  to  fully  consider  such  a 
^ry  important  matter.  If  I  may  be  allowed 
to  make  a  suggestion,  it  is  that  a  draft 
Bill  should  be  submitted  to  a  non-political 
committee — a  committee  composed  of  members 
iioBi  either  side  of   the  House  who   are   not 


strong  party  men,  but  men  who  have  had  a 
good  deal  of  experience  on  local  government 
bodies,  and  that  they  should  go  carefully 
through  the  measure,  make  what  suggestions 
they  think  necessary,  and  bring  the  measure 
into  such  a  state  as  to  be  readily  dealt  with 
when  it  comes  before  the  House.  We  had  an 
example  last  session  of  how  a  very  important 
and  voluminous  measure  can  be  passed  through 
this  House  at  the  Committee  stage  at  a  single 
sitting.  I  allude  to  the  Mining  Act  of  last 
session.  I  think  the  manner  in  which  that 
Act  was  engineered  through  the  House  reflects 
very  great  credit  on  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
and  I  think  if  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the 
Local  Government  Bill  would  follow  that  ex- 
ample it  would  save  this  House  a  great  deal 
of  time,  and  probably  promote  the  p-i3sing  of 
the  bill,  whereas  otherwise  it  might  not  be 
passed  in  a  single  session. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
twelve  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  29th  Jniie,  1899. 


Address  in  Kei»ly. 


The  Hon.   the   Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

PB4YSBS. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  announced  that, 
in  company  with  several  other  members  of  the 
Council,  he  had  proceeded  to  Government 
House,  and  had  presented  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  the  Address  in  reply  to  Hi^  Ex- 
cellency's Speech,  and  His  Excellency  had 
been  pleased  to  make  the  following  reply : — 

*'  Mb.  Spsarbb,  and  Honoubablb  Gbntiamxh 
OF  thb  Leqislatiyb  Council, — 
"  I  beg  to  thank  you  for  the  Address  which 
yon  have  presented  to  me,  and  for  your  assur- 
ance of  your  oo-operation  in  all  measures  for 
the  good  and  prosperity  of  this  country." 

"  IUnfubiiY. 
**  Government  House, 

Wellington,  29th  June,  1899." 

The    Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to 
three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OP  RBPRE8BNTATIVBB. 

Thursday,  29th  June,  1899. 


Bfr.  Justice  Bdward»— Address  in  Reply:  No-Confl- 

dence. 


Mr.  Spbaxxb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  Iwe 
o'clock. 

Pbatbbb. 

MR.  JUSTICE  EDWARDS. 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— Before  proceeding  to  the 
business  of  the  day  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
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Mr,  Justice  Edwards,  [HODSB.]     Mr.  Justice  Edwards.     [Junb  29 


indulgence  of  the  HooFe  to  draw  attention  to 
a  petition,  preFented  on  the  first  day  of  the 
■eBsion  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Mr.  J.  Hutcheson),  whiob,  to  my 
mind,  is  irregular.  The  petition  reflects  upon 
the  conduct  of  one  of  the  Judges,  and  the  pith 
of  the  petition  is  as  follows :  **  That  the  time 
has  now  arrived  to  amend  the  law  in  the  direo- 
lion  of  declaring  a  reasonable  suspicion  of  bias 
or  prejudice  on  the  part  of  a  Judge,  where 
proved,  shall  be  a  disqualification  ;"  and 
further,  *'That  the  time  has  now  arrived 
v?faen  the  Government  should  take  some  steps 
to  remove  Mr.  Justice  Edwards  from  Welling- 
ton.*' I  think  every  member  of  the  House  will 
agree  with  me  that  it  is  a  very  serious  matter 
for  the  House  to  be  asked  to  review  the  con- 
duot  of  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
it  is,  in  my  opinion,  our  duty  to  consider 
carefully  the  position  we  have  been  invited 
by  this  petition  to  taJce  up,  of  exercising 
our  important  function  of  investigating  ju- 
dicial conduct.  It  is  a  very  serious  matter 
in  this  respect :  that  it  appears  to  me  that  if 
the  House  were  to  entertain  a  petition  of 
this  kind,  it  would  interfere,  or  might  tend  to 
interfere,  with  the  administration  of  juKtice, 
and  the  independence  of  the  Judges  of  the  land. 
I  have  looked  the  matter  up,  and  I  shall  only 
trespass  for  a  few  moments  on  the  time  of 
the  House  by  quoting  the  parliamentary 
authorities  upon  which  I  base  the  opinion  I 
have  formed.  In  May's  '*  Parliamentary  Prac- 
tice" there  will  be  found  the  following  pas- 
■age: — 

''On  the  3rd  July,  1874,  notice  being  taken 
that  a  petition  contained  imputations  upon 
the  conduct  of  certain  Judges,  and  statements 
affecting  the  social  and  legal  position  of  in- 
dividuals, it  was  ordered  to  be  withdrawn,  and 
the  printed  copies  to  be  cancelled.  On  the 
12th  April,  1875,  the  Petitions  Committee  re- 
ported that  a  petition  from  Prittlewell  con- 
tained offensive  imputations  upon  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  and  two  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  and  reflected  in  an 
unbecoming  manner  upon  the  Speaker  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  House;  and  on  the  16th 
April  the  order  for  the  petition  to  lie  on  the 
table  was,  after  discussion,  read  and  dis- 
charged." 

It  is  further  stated  in  Todd, — 

**  That  the  importance  to  the  interests  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  preserving  the  independence 
of  the  Judges  should  forbid  either  House  from 
entertaining  an  application  against  a  Judge 
unless  such  gross  misconduct  were  imputed  to 
him  as  would  warrant,  or  rather  compel,  the 
concurrence  of  both  Houses  in  an  Address  to 
the  Crown  for  his  removal  from  the  Bench." 

It  is  further  laid  down  that  before  such  an 
investigation  should  take  place  in  Parliament, 
the  Adinistry  of  the  day  should  investigate  the 
case  and  express  their  opinion  as  to  whether 
it  was  one  that  was  leftitimately  entitled  to  be 
heard  by  the  House.  The  Canadian  authority, 
Mr.  Bourinot,  in  bis  work  on  *'Pariiameniary 
Procedure,"  sums  up  the  case  wiih  great  brevity 
in  these  words :  *'  All  the  weight  of  authority  in 

Mr.  Speaker. 


Canada,  as  in  England,  goes  to  show  that  the 
House  should  only  entertain  charges  whicb,  if 
proved,  would  jusiify  the  removal  of  the  Judge 
from  ihe  Bench."  Finallv,  I  would  refer  to  a 
case  that  took  place  in  this  House  in  the  year 
1877.  There  are  not  many  members  now  pra- 
sent  who  were  members  of  the  House  on  that 
occasion.  I  think  the  honourable  member  for 
Riccarton  (Mr.  Rolleston)  and  the  hcnourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  (Captain  Russell) 
were  members  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Barton 
petitioned  for  the  removal  of  two  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court — Chief  Justice  Prendergast  and 
the  late  Judge  Richmond.  The  decision  come 
to  in  regard  to  that  petition  is  to  be  found  m 
our  own  Journals,  namely  : — 

"  That  the  ordf>r  made  on  the  14th  day  of 
Augufit,  1877,  'That  the  petiiion  of  George 
Eliiotc  Barton  be  received/  be  read  and  dis- 
charged, on  the  ground  that  the  allegations 
contained  in  the  petiiion  are,  for  the  most 
part,  not  sufficiently  specifio  to  call  for  in- 
quiry, and  that  the  specific  charges,  even  if 
proved,  are  not  of  a  character  to  jusiify  an; 
interference  on  the  part  of  this  House.'* 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  are  no  definite 
and  distinct  charges  made  in  the  petition,  for 
to  my  mind  the  words  "  a  resksonable  suspicion 
of  bias  or  prejudice  "  do  not  amount  to  suoh  a 
distinct  and  definite  charge  as  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  House,  and  which  should  be 
submitted  to  the  Judge  for  his  remarks— for 
his  defence,  as  it  were — against  the  charges 
before  they  are  entertained  by  the  House.  I 
further  think  that  it  must  be  an  encroachment 
either  upon  the  functions  of  the  Governor  in 
Council  or  on  those  of  the  Chief  Justice  that 
we  should  be  asked  to  remove  a  Judge  from 
Wellington,  with  what  I  may  call  a  stain  of 
bias  on  his  judicial  character,  and  transfer  him 
to  some  other  part  of  the  colony.  I  think 
these  are  sufficient  grounds  for  my  opinion, 
and  I  think  it  is  my  duty  as  Speaker  to  acoept 
the  responsibility  of  pointing  out  to  the  Hoase 
that  we  should  not  lightly  entertain  a  petition 
of  this  kind.  I  have  given  notice  to  the  hooonr- 
able  member  who  presented  it,  and  who,  I  haw 
no  doubt,  presented  the  petition  in  good  faith, 
of  my  intention  to  bring  the  matter  before  the 
House,  and  I  have  explained  to  him  that,  in 
my  opinion,  it  would  be  his  dut^,  for  the 
reasons  I  put  before  him,  and  which  I  hats 
now  put  before  the  House,  to  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw  the  petition. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  (City  of  Wellington).- 
Sir,  while  bowing  to  your  ruling  and  accepting 
your  decision,  I  take  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
only  proper  course  open  to  me  suid  ask  the 
permission  of  this  House  to  withdraw  the 
petition  which  you  have  ruled  to  be  irregular. 
In  doing  so  I  crave  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  for  just  one  moment.  First  of  all,  I 
have  to  disclaim  any  personal  identity  with  the 
petition  whatever.  I  hold,  and  have  always 
held,  that  the  Judicial  bench  is  the  last 
rampart  of  the  democracy,  and  may  not  be 
lightly  assailed ;  but,  notwithstanding  that 
knowledge,  I  regret  that  the  proper  means 
have  not  been  discovered,  —  and  I  hope  they 
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will  yet  be  disoovered,  —  to  bring  nndtr  the 
Dotioe  of  this  House  two  important  principles 
embodied  in  the  petition,  apart  from  their  re- 
iation  to  the  individual.  Tue  first  principle  is 
(me  which  might  well  be  considered  by  this 
Eoaee:  that  a  question  of  bias  should  dis- 
qoalify  a  puisne  Judge  just  as  it  does  any 
iowec  legal  luminary ;  and  I  believe  any  pe- 
eoniary  interest  in  a  case  does  at  present 
dieqaalify  even  the  Ohief  Justice  from  ad- 
judicauDg  upon  that  case.  I  think  also 
that  the  position  pointed  out  bj  the  Speaker, 
lod  the  aathorifcies  quoted  by  him,  do  not 
alkogether  apply  to  this  colony,  inasmuch 
M  1  believe  there  are  no  districts  in  Great 
Britain.  The  question  which  this  House  mi^ht 
diMNUB  with  advantage  is  this:  Should  prac- 
titioners who  have  lived  a  lifetime  in  a  district 
be  appointed  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  in 
ttwee  districts?  However,  apart  from  other 
qiMtions,  I  hope  some  means  may  be  dis- 
eovsred  whereby  this  House  may  calmly  and 
deliberately  discuss  the  propriety,  or  otherwise, 
of  giving  effect  to  what  is  involved  in  this  peti- 
tion. In  viev?  of  your  ruling,  Sir,  I  respectfully 
tek  lesve  to  withdraw  the  petition. 
Petition,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

ADDBBSS  IN  REPLY :  NO  CONFIDENCE. 

ADJOUBNED  DEBATE. 

Ur.  FLATMAN  (Oeraldine).— Sir,  I  do  not 
intend  to  delay  the  House  more  than  a  few 
minotei  in  speaking  on  the  subject  which  is  at 
pcessDt  before  ub,  but  I  would  not  like  to  re- 
main silent.  Neither  would  I  like  to  wander 
Ofer  a  wide  scope  of  politics  in  my  speech  on 
•ooh  a  question  as  this.  Why  was  this  Com- 
mission set  up  ?  There  is  no  doubt  the  Qovem* 
ment  considered  they  were  doing  the  proper 
thing  hi  setting  up  a  Commission  to  inquire 
■tiiotly  into  the  subject-matter  of  the  sooalled 
"Marine  soandflJ."  I  suppose  we  should  have 
hid  an  adverse  motion  before  the  House,  as  we 
have  now,  even  if  the  Government  htA  pro- 
poisd  to  set  up  a  parliamentary  Committee. 
A  parliamentary  Committee  would  no  more 
Ittve  satisfied  the  Opposition  than  a  Royal 
Gommiesion,  and  consequently  we  should  have 
besnsubjeot  to  the  same  adverse  motion  and 
the  same  waste  of  the  time  of  the  country 
•s  we  are  at  present.  If  the  Qovernment 
btd  attempted  to  set  up  a  Committee,  I  ven- 
ture to  say  a  sufficient  number  of  members 
bom  the  Opposition  benches  who  are  un- 
biMsed  apon  this  question  could  not  have  been 
foond  to  serve  upon  such  a  Committee.  They 
baveall  expressed  an  opinion  upon  it,  either 
Qpon  the  public  platform  or  in  some  way  or 
other  throughout  the  country,  with  the  ex- 
oeption,  I  believe,  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  RoUeston, 
my  esteemed  and  worthy  constituent.  I  have 
never  heard  that  he  has  uttered  a  sentence  in 
the  oountry  on  the  subject,  and  I  think  he  has 
>hown  wisdom  in  the  course  he  has  taken. 
Consequently,  we  could  only  have  taken  Mr. 
BoUesion  from  those  benches  to  place  upon  a 
Oommittee  to  inquire  into  this  matter ;  and  I 
UQ  sare  that  would  not  have  been  acceptable  to 
the  country,  nor  would  it  have  suited  the  House. 


Mr.  FBASER.  —Does  the  honourable  mem- 
ber say  I  spoke  on  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— Tbe  honourable  member 
is  too  far  south  for  me  to  specially  notice ; 
probably  he  has  not  touched  on  tbe  subject. 
However,  I  shall  not  entf»r  into  the  pros  and 
cons  or  the  merits  and  demerits  of  the  case 
before  us.  Not  being  a  nautical  man,  I  do  not 
understand  nautical  matters.  The  only  ques- 
tion to  my  mind  is  this :  Did  Captain  Jones 
obtain  a  certificate  in  a  fraudulent  manner 
from  any  person  in  authority,  or  did  be  not? 
And  that  is  the  question  which  I  believe 
the  Commission  has  been  set  up  to  determine. 
Some  members  of  the  Opposition  have  said 
that  there  is  no  case  sub  jtidice  so  far  as  this 
Chamber  is  concerned ;  but  I  maintain  this 
case  is  subjudice,  and  we  ought  to  have  waited 
and  to  have  debated  this  matter  after  the  report 
of  the  Commission  had  been  received.  If  that 
course  had  been  taken  we  should  not  have 
wasted  so  much  time  as  we  are  doing  nov?. 
But  I  would  ask  the  question,  Who  are  respon- 
sible for  bringing  this  matter  so  prominently 
befure  tbe  public  ?  Those  who  are  mainly  re- 
sponsible are  sitting  silent  in  this  House.  They 
have  given  us  no  lead  at  all  I  refer  to  a  portion 
of  the  **  left  wing"  (Mr.  Pirani)  and  another 
honourable  member  who  seems  to  have  a  ten- 
dency towards  the  "  left  wing,**  tbe  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  J.  Hutoheson).  I  am  in- 
formed that  relations  are  strained  between 
these  two  honourable  gentlemen  as  to  who  is 
to  have  the  credit  for  bringing  this  matter 
forward,  and  they  have  not  yet  decided  aa 
to  who  is  to  speak  first.  I  trust  they  will 
soon  make  up  their  minds  and  speak,  and 
that  they  will  then  give  the  House  some  in- 
formation on  this  subject.  I  am  sure  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  would  be  glad  of  any 
information,  as  he  seemed  to  be  quite  at  sea 
when  speaking  to  his  amendment.  I  might 
also  say  that  I  am  astonished  at  the  weakness 
of  that  honourable  gentleman  in  framing  his 
amendment  at  the  instance  of  the  "  left  wing.** 
The  Opposition  party  are  simply  doing  the 
whole  of  this  business  under  the  lead  of  one  or 
two  members  of  the  "  left  wing."  It  has  been 
said  bv  Captain  Russell  that  any  stick  is  good 
enough  to  beat  a  dog  with.  But  the  oountry 
will  not  allow  the  dog  to  be  beaten  with  any 
crooked  stick  that  he  may  pick  up,  and  if  he 
forgets  himself  and  throws  the  stick  at  the 
dog  instead  of  beating  him,  I  hope  ic  will  re- 
bound on  him  like  a  boomerang.    I  believe  it 

Q  Q  will  in  this  instance.  Well,  Sir,  there 
are  two  or  three  matters  I  should  like 
to  refer  to  in  the  Address  from  the  Throne. 
One  is  that  a  Bill  will  be  introduced  to  amend 
the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act.  It  has  been 
said  by  many  that  the  introduction  of  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Act  has  not  been  the 
means  of  reducing  the  interest  on  money; 
and  there  is  one  point  that  I  think  I  have 
not  heard  touchea  upon  yet,  and  that  is 
that  although  private  money  may  be  borrowed 
at  the  same  rate  of  interest,  or  probably  even 
i  per  cent,  lower  than  from  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Office,  still,  they  are  foi^  sliort-term 


lOi 


Address  in  BepVy : 


[HOD  SB.]  No  Confidence. 


[June  ^ 


loans ;  and  the  beauty  of  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Act  is,  that  one  knows  he  is  in  no 
danger  of  being  asked  to  renew  his  mortgage 
every  three  or  four  years— that,  I  am  sure,  is 
worth  fuUy  ^  per  cent,  to  any  one.  There  is 
another  matter.  A  Bill  is  to  be  introduced 
to  provide  for  a  bare  majority  to  bring  the 
Unimproved  Values  Rating  Act  into  operation. 
I  think  that  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
Settlers  under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act 
are  compelled  by  the  Act  to  place  a  certain 
amount  of  improevments  on  their  lands,  and  as 
soon  as  their  improvements  are  on,  according 
to  our  present  system  of  rating — that  is,  where 
the  Unimproved  Values  Act  is  not  adopted — 
they  are  subject  to  be  rated  at  once  for  the 
improvements  they  are  compelled  by  law  to  put 
on  their  land.  There  is  also  another  matter  I 
should  like  to  refer  to,  and  that  is  in  respect  to 
railways.  The  Speech  says,  **  The  mo«it  prrssing 
work  is  the  connection  of  Auckland  and  Wel- 
lington by  rail.  The  rolling-stock  and  number 
of  engines  on  the  lines  generally  have  been 
largely  increased  during  the  year,"  et  cetera. 
Well,  Sir,  we  have  had  twenty-two  engines 
from  America,  the  average  cost  of  which  is 
£1,750  apiece;  but  I  maintain  that  we  ought 
to  have  begun  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  to  build 
engines  to  keep  up  with  our  increased  traffic, 
and  gone  on  at  a  steady  pace  and  provided  our- 
selves with  engines  up  to  the  present  time.  I 
was  in  the  Addiogton  workshops  not  long  since, 
and,  as  far  as  looks  went,  ihere  was  as  good  an 
engine  as  any  one  could  clap  eyes  on  just  about 
ready  to  leave  the  shop ;  and  I  believe,  if  the 
House  will  only  vote  the  money  so  as  to  allow 
the  necessary  machinery  to  be  placed  in  those 
shops,  our  engines  will  be  built  as  cheaply  as 
we  can  import  them ;  because  we  shall  know 
how  they  are  constructed,  and  the  quality  of 
the  materials  put  into  them,  and  they  would 
probably  be  more  durable  and  more  serviceable 
than  those  imported.  I  am  sorry  there  was 
occasion  to  allude  to  one  matter  in  the  Go- 
vernor's Speech :  I  refer  to  the  late  Rakaia 
railway  accident.  No  doubt  it  is  a  very  sad 
occurrence,  and  a  great  blow  to  the  sufferers, 
io  their  friends,  and  to  the  colony.  At  the 
same  time,  I  should  like  to  make  one  remark 
on  that  subject.  Although  I  would  not  like  to 
accuse  any  servant  on  the  line  of  incompetency, 
or  of  being  unable  to  do  his  work  through 
having  indulged  in  more  alcoholic  liquor  than 
was  good  for  him,  still,  I  believe  it  would  be 
in  the  interests  of  the  public  generally  if  all 
alcoholic  licenses  were  removed  from  railway- 
stations,  and  all  temptation  removed  from  the 
railway  servants.  I  believe  it  would  create  a 
more  trustworthy  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
travelling  public.  I  am  not  going  to  say,  nor 
do  I  hint,  that  anything  of  the  kind  occurred 
in  this  matter;  but  we  can  do  without  alco- 
holic liquors  being  retailed  at  railway-stations, 
and  I  think  the  sooner  these  licenses  are 
abolished  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  com- 
munity. I  have  never  seen  any  of  our  railway 
servants  with  the  least  sign  of  liquor  on  them, 
and  I  consider  they  are  as  sober  and  obliging  a 
lot  of  men  as  are  to  be  found  anywhere.     Still, 
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I  trust  this  matter  will  receive  attention.  I 
shall  leave  the  so-called  "  Marine  scandal "  in 
abeyance  at  present.  I  feel  that  Minister*,  u 
it  were,  are  upon  their  trial,  and  I  decline, 
therefore,  to  say  anythinf?  more  until  the  re- 
port comes  down.  I  have  read  up  the  Act,  and 
I  would  like  to  see  it  amended  and  this  service 
certificate  abolished  altogether,  and  make  each 
and  every  man  sit  for  his  examination  before 
he  obtains  any  certificate.  The  sooner  the  Act 
is  amended  in  that  direction  the  better  it  will 
be  for  the  whole  of  the  community.  I  shall 
conclude  by  thanking  the  House  for  the  atten* 
tion  they  have  given  me  in  making  these  few 
remarks  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington  City). —Mr. 
Speaker,  I  wish  to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  Address  in  Reply,  and  upon  the  amend- 
ment. [  will  only  touch  on  the  Marine  scan- 
dal, because  I  think  that  subject  will  not  be 
understood  if  dealt  with  in  a  fragmentary 
fashion ;  and  so  I  will  leave  others  to  more 
fully  deal  with  it  as  the  debate  proceeda 
I  would  merely  remark,  in  passing,  that  tha 
action  of  the  Government  in  setting  up  tbii 
Commission  of  inquirv  is  very  much  like  is 
admission  of  guilt.  When  gentlemen  in  ihe 
responsible  position  they  occupy  avoid  the 
proper  constitutional  course  of  awaiting  the 
sitting  and  direction  of  this  House  upoo 
charges  which  are  so  immediately  against 
themselves,  and  assume  to  appoint  their  own 
Judges,  as  they  have  attempted  in  setting  op 
this  Commission,  it  seems  to  me  as  if  they 
feared  and  sought  to  burke  the  proper  consti- 
tutional inquiry  that  was  bound  to  be  insti- 
tuted by  thin  House.  The  position  is  very 
much  the  same  as  in  a  mercantile  concern 
where  the  principals  are  charged  with  some 
malfeasance,  and  they  choose  some  two  sub- 
ordinate employes  as  fit  persons  to  inquire 
into  their  reputed  misconduct.  Gould  they  foi 
one  moment  expect  their  shareholders  to  be 
satisfied  with  such  an  inquiry  7  That  is  exactly 
the  position  these  Ministers  choose  tb  oecopy 
towards  this  colony.  Sir,  we  have  been  ve^ 
unfortunate  of  late  years  in  these  recorriog 
scandals.  Scarcely  a  session  neksses  wiihoat 
an  inquiry  into  transactions  of  t\ie8e  Ministen, 
and,  by  the  abuse  of  party  discipline,  tbey 
have  hitherto  suooessfully  avoided  or  bnrkea 
searching  inquiry  on  every  occasion.  The  eon- 
stitution  of  this  proposed  tribunal  is  to  be 
like  the  rest :  there  is  no  prosecutor.  It  is  to 
be  nobody's  duty  to  make  good  the  case  agaiDSt 
the  Ministers;  no  member  or  Commissioner 
cares  to  assume  that  invidious  task ;  it  is  not 
their  duty  to  do  so.  There  is,  therefore,  only 
the  defence  heard,  and,  of  course,  Mmisten 
secure  an  acquittal.  We  have  had  too  many 
of  these  inquiries.  Prominently,  there  was  tbe 
banking  inquiry,  where  the  Premier  broognt 
the  whole  proceedings  under  ridicule  to  prevent 
the  disclosure  of  important  facts.  Or,  take  the 
position  on  the  question  of  Ministers  occupying 
seats  on  boards  of  directors  of  public  com- 
panies—I refer  more  immediately  to  the  Anglo- 
German  Syndicate,  on  the  advisory  board  of 
which  the  Premier  sat  for  some  years  and  drew 
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a  Mlaiy.    In  the  initiatory  stage  the  Premier 
dttpfttohed  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Mining 
Deparunent  to  prepare  an  interim  and  speoial 
report  upon   properties  which   the    syndicate 
hid  or  were  about  to  purchase  ;  and  with  the 
lospectbr's  name  thus  acquired  they  were  able 
to  puff  their  wares  in    the    London  market. 
Then,  this  officer  was  allowed  to  go  from  the 
ooantry'fl  service  into  the  employment  of  this 
lyodicate.    This  misuse  of  a  public  officer  to 
report,  and  the  transfer  of  service,  must  have 
been  by  arrangement    or  connivance  of  the 
B'ght  Hon.  the  Premier.    The  Minister  himself 
next  went  into  the  service  of  that  company, 
and  while  continuing  Premier  of  this  country 
be  was  also  a  salaried  officer  of  this  Anglo- 
Qermui  Syndicate.     While  he  occupied  these 
dnsl  positions  legislation  was  pa^ised  revising  the 
mining  laws  of   the  country — legislation  that 
Bost  have  specially   affected  the  interests  of 
that  syndicate ;   and  yet  the  majority  of  this 
Hoose,  in  its  misconception  of  party  duty,  in- 
dorsed transactions  of  that  sort.     Sir,  the  like, 
certainly  nothing  so  debasing   has  probably 
ever  been  approved   in   parliamentary  history 
belore.  Hem  hers,  no  doubt,  come  here   with 
honest  intent,  but  they  forget  that  party  is 
only  good  while  based  upon  principle,  and  we 
knovdiezeis  now  no  principle  at  all  involved 
nder  the  term   "  Liberalism."    It  has  sunk 
to  the  merest  opportunism,  and  is  most  in  evi- 
dence when  such  transactions  as  this  scandal 
hate  to  be  hushed .     1 1  had  become  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  unswerviog  personal  support.     To  sup- 
port their  leader  through  such  deplorable  pro- 
ceeding* as  I  have  referred  to  is,  alas !  held  wor- 
tfayof  the  highest  preferment.    I  have  specially 
mentioned  these  two  scandals,  out  of  the  many 
which  stand  against  and  should  utterly  con- 
demn this  Administration  before  the  colony. 
I  have  done  so  because  I  was  about  to  bring 
voder  the  notice  of  this  House  another  set  of 
tepQted  grave  irregularities  in  connection  with 
the  Customs.    I  refer  immediately  to  certain 
fniodalent  transactions  over  the  duty  on  boilers 
ttd  fittings,  to  which  the  Premier  alluded  last 
•cwon.    I  have  so  far  postponed  it,  and  I  may 
even  drop  it,  because  I  feel  that  this  Marine 
Muodal  which  is  now  being  investigated,  added 
to  those  just  mentioned,  is  already  a  load  which 
iK>  Qovernment  can  carry,  unless  their  example 
baa  aeared  the  public  conscience ;   and  in  this 
-oonseetion  I  am  reminded  of  a  biblical  story, 
to  the  el!eot  that  Abraham,  in  converse  with  a 
poor  unfortunate  in  the  depths,  is  asked  to  send 
tome  one  to  warn  his  brethren  of  his  fate,  in 
hops  thereby  to  turn  them  from  their  evil  ways ; 
bat  Abraham  answered  that  if  Moses  and  the 
prophets  were  not  sufficient,  neither  would  they 
believe  though  some  one  rose  from  the  dead. 
8ir,  if  these  recurring  scandals  already  before 
the  country  are   not  sufficient  to   warn  the 
^eotors  nothing    will  do  it;    and  I  scarcely 
think  I  am  at  present   warranted  in    taking 
Qp  the  time  of    the   House  in  asking  it  to 
investigate   more    charges    against    the   Go- 
'vemment.     Then,    there  is  some  analogy  to 
the  state  of  things  existing  in  this  country  in 
Ihe  recent  departure  for  England  of  a  very 


celebrated  man — I  mean  **  Boss  "  Groker,  the 
chief  of  Tammany  in  New  York.  He  has  long 
ruled  municipal  New  York  under  the  flag  of 
Tammany;  his  gang  has  revelled  in  corruption. 
He  corrupted  the  police  and  the  administration 
of  justice;  he  has  traded  in  every  public  office, 
from  the  appointment  of  charwomen  upwards; 
he  has  debased  public  life  in  that  city  and 
throughout  America;  and  after  exposure  and 
defeat  some  five  years  ago  he  took  occasion  to 
remove  to  the  Old  Country,  where  he  acquired 
an  estate  and  a  racing  stud.  Fully  a  year  ago 
he  returned  to  America  for  the  elections,  and, 
from  public  apathy,  again  led  his  **  Liberals  " 
to  victory.  Finding,  however,  that  the  law  was 
being  put  in  motion  sgainst  him  for  certain  of 
his  practices,  he  has  just  found  it  convenient  to 
again  depart  for  England,  laden  with  his  ill- 
gotten  gains.  The  state  of  the  public  mind 
there  is  evidently  more  degraded  than  it  is  here, 
but  the  toleration  of  these  scandals  shows  we 
are  fast  overtaking  our  American  c  msins.  Then 
by  an  odd  coincidence,  it  is  reported  that  on 
leaving  New  York  crowds  of  admirers  went  to 
Roe  him  off.  Women,  it  is  said,  hugged  and 
kissed  liim.  Sir,  the  Premier— although  I  sug- 
gest no  other  comparison — had  a  somewhat 
similar  experience  before  he  left  the  country, 
and  a  bevy  of  ladies  showed  a  great  amount  of 
appreciation,  braving  the  storms  of  our  Strait 
in  their  zeal  for  their  hero.  But  these  are 
scarcely  matters  about  which  I  rose  to  address 
the  House.  I  will  now  turn  to  the  Address  in 
Beply,  the  contents  of  which  are  somewhat 
tedious,  savouririg  of  twaddle.  I  find.  Sir,  that 
through  the  twelve  or  thirteen  paragraphs  the 
changes  are  rung  on  the  phrases,  '*We  are 
gratified  to  learn,"  and  **  We  are  pleased  to 
hear."  I  was  reading  in  Temple  Bar  the 
other  night  of  a  bishop  who  vvas  recently 
elevated  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and,  following 
the  manner  of  his  class,  in  rising  to  address  the 
Chamber,  explained  to  the  members  that  the 
subject  had  many  aspects,  and  he  would  there- 
fore treat  it  under  twelve  heads.  Upon  this 
Lord  Durham  rose,  and  in  his  usual  urbane 
manner  asked  that  he  might  be  permitted  to 
relate  a  brief  incident.  The  Bishop  was  kind 
enough  to  give  way,  when  Lord  Durham  told 
them  that  a  few  nights  before  he  had  been  in 
the  city,  and,  passing  by  St.  Paul's  Cathedral, 
noticed  an  elderly  man  peering  up  trying  to  see 
the  time  on  the  Cathedral  clock.  At  that  time 
the  clock  commenced  to  strike,  and  slowly 
tolled  out  the  hour  of  twelve ;  upon  which 
the  old  gentleman  addressed  the  clock  in 
language  to  which  you  might  object.  Sir,  but, 
still,  it  is  a  quotation — saying,  "  Damn  yon ; 
why  could  you  not  say  it  all  at  once." 

Mr.  SPEAKER.^Quotations  must  be  as  free 
from  unparliamentary  language  as  a  member's 
own  speech. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.^I  regret  if  I  have  done 
wrong ;  but  I  sympathize  with  the  worthy  old 
gentleman,  and  wish  these  paragraphs  were 
more  condensed.  Well,  Sir,  coming  to  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  there  is  little  in  it 
but  trivialities.  Sir,  it  would  be  a  waste  of 
time  to  touch  on  every  subject.    On  the  question 
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of  tazatioD  the  Opposition  leader  has  pointed 
out  that  Ministers  have  attempted  to  steal 
the  proposals  of  the  Opposition.  The  Premier 
has  sought,  on  this  question  of  the  reduction 
of  Customs  duties  on  the  necessaries  of  life,  to 
adroitly  set  a  tax  upon  land  against  it  as  a 
suhfltiiute.  That,  Sir,  is  not  a  proposal  on 
the  part  of  the  Opposition.  We  say  that  a 
most  wasteful  expenditure  has  grown  up, 
and  that  a  large  amount  of  officialdom 
has  been  created  for  whioh  there  is  no 
earthly  use,  and  which  is  of  no  benefit  to  the 
country.  That  waste  is  going  on  at  enormous 
cost  to  the  taxpayer,  not  by  thousands  only,  but 
by  many,  on  each  year's  expenditure.  I  say,  Sir, 
there  is  much  room  for  greater  economy.  Then, 
I  for  one  do  not  think  we  are  justified,  or  that  it 
was  ever  the  intention  of  this  House,  to  take 
money  from  the  taxation  of  this  country  to 
the  extent  that  is  being  done,  and  to  use 
in  the  construction  of  ruads  and  railways.  It 
is  altogether  unreasonable  to  think  that  we 
should  construct  roads  and  other  public  works 
out  of  the  hard'pweated  earnings  of  the  people 
for  the  benefit  of  future  generations.  It  has 
always  been  recognised  in  colonisation  that 
works  of  that  claits  ought  legitimately  to  be 
made  out  of  loan  money.  Sir,  we  have  advant- 
age taken  of  these  surpluses  which  the  Treasurer 
deliberately  creates  by  under-estimating  the  re- 
venue and  over-estimating  ihe  expenditure, and, 
by  -so  deluding  the  House  and  manipulating 
its  finance,  members  have  been  induced  to  con- 
tinue an  exceshive  taxation,  and  supporters, 
elated  over  a  surplus,  never  consider  bow  they 
have  been  tricked,  but  with  little  thought  vote 
away  the  money  seemingly  so  easily  got.  But, 
if  the  question  was  dealt  with  straightforwardly 
by  this  House,  I  believe  honourable  members 
will  say  it  was  never  intended  that  we  should 
grind  the  people  by  heavy  taxation  in  order  to 
find  funds  even  to  construct  roads  in  what  is 
this  year  described  as  **  the  back  blocks  of  feh« 
country."  But  this  Opposition  proposal  is  re- 
ducible by  the  fact  that,  since  the  taxation  of 
the  country  has  now  to  bear  the  cost  of  these 
old  -  age  pensions,  -  the  margin  is  tiiereby  re- 
duced. In  the  preamble  of  that  Act  it  is 
Bet  forth  as  its  basis  that  it  is  equitable  that 
people  who  have  contributed  to  the  taxation 
of  this  country  for  a  number  of  years  should 
be  provided  for,  and  the  cost  of  these  old-age 
pensions  becomes  accordingly  a  legitimate 
charge  on  the  taxation  of  this  country.  Sir, 
in  the  administration  of  justice  there  is  great 
reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of 
the  Government.  There  are  not  a  sufficient 
number  of  Judges  to  cope  with  the  work  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  there  was  no  justification 
for  the  prolonged  delay  over  the  appointment 
of  the  Chief  Justice.  Even  electioneering 
should  have  yielded  to  the  filling  of  that  office. 
Sir,  the  criminal  cases  have  had  to  be  post- 
poned, and  the  civil  cases  in  arrears  will 
occupy  the  Court  many  months.  All  this 
jEieans  grievous  inconvenience  and  grievous 
costs  added  to  suitors  in  their  efforts  to  get 
justice  in  thin  misgoverned  country.  Then 
there  is  also  the  disappointing,  wearisome  de- 
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lay  in  connection  with  the  Arbitration  Gout, 
which  is  seriously  affecting  the  industiiei  of 
this  country.  Over  these  matters  I  think  ths 
Government  have  fallen  far  short  of  their  duty. 
In  Wellington  we  are  alpo  suffering  even  from 
want  of  accommodation  for  the  sitting  of  (fas 
Courts.  When  two  Judges,  or  one  with  the 
Court  of  Appeal,  has  to  sit  at  the  same  time,ii 
is  frequently  the  case,  they  have  to  submit  to 
all  sorts  of  makeshifts ;  and,  altogether,  the 
administration  of  justice  under  these  condi- 
tioDS  is  very  unsatisfactory.  Then,  we  have 
the  question  of  the  great  Samoan  war,  when 
the  Premier,  in  that  bombckbtic  style  fehst 
characterizes  him,  rushed  in  and  offered  hii 
patronising  assistance  to  Great  Britain.  Sir, 
if  our  kiuRmen  in  a  place  so  near  as  Stmos 
were  being  massacred — if  there  was  even  greet 
ri»k  of  life — there  might  have  been  some 
justification  for  his  action  ;  but  there  was  no 
such  risk,  for,  except  around  Apia,  life  wsi 
safe  throughout  the  iblands  from  the  nativeeoii 
both  fides.  Then,  there  was  no  legal  ri^t 
vested  in  the  Premier  to  act  as  he  proposed, 
and  his  action  would  only  have  been  justified 
under  the  extreme  circumstances  that  I  haie 
suggested.  The  trouble  was  merely  a  dispute 
between  those  soft,  fruit-fed,  and  kindly  nur 
tives  as  to  the  choice  of  a  king.  Surely  tbe 
Premier  had  lost  his  head  when  he  propoeed 
that  we  should  send  men  there  to  shoot  iheee 
natives.  In  his  attitude  and  offer  to  Englind 
the  Premier  reminds  one  of  the  airs  of  a  smsll 
bantam  crowing  his  readiness  to  protect  all  sod 
sundry.  What  folly  such  offers  are,  as  if  (he 
colony  had  a  small  army  of  trained  men  fit  to 
take  the  field,  of  whom  five  hundred  could  be 
spared,  when  our  whole  Force,  apart  from  tke 
Volunteers,  is  about  three  hundred.  Then,  I 
would  point  to  the  number  of  aocideoto  «• 
have  had  on  our  railways.  In  these  parte  s 
few  months  ago  it  was  a  common  thing  to 
have  two  or  three  a  week,  and  we  have  now 
this  very  sad  disaster  at  Bakaia.  In  ooo- 
nection  vrith  the  accident  at  Rakaia,  vi 
are  to  have  an  inquiry  conducted  by  t«o 
gentlemen,  one  of  whom  has  been  brought 
over  from  Australia  for  the  purpose.  I 
would  ask,  are  there  emy  cironmstaaces  een- 
neoted  with  that  accident  that  call  for  eiek 
an  expense  being  incurred  ?  I  do  not  think  to. 
The  facts  appear  to  be  very  dear,  and  it  otf- 
tainly  seems  a  matter  that  the  departme&tol 
officers  themselves  might  have  dealt  witk- 
Well,  looking  at  the  number  of  accidento  that 
have  been  reported,  it  is,  I  fear,  clear  thai  (be 
discipline  of  the  service  has  largely  brokea 
down,  which  is  much  to  be  regretted,  wheie 
life  and  property  are  so  much  at  stake.  Bv 
this  want  of  firm  control,  and,  perbape,  to 
some  extent  the  worn-out  plant,  that  may  be 
ascribed  as  the  main  cause  of  these  dieaeten; 
but  I  really  hope,  Sir,  that  Ministers,  in  tbe 
presence  of  all  tne  accidents,  will  now  realiM 
the  importance  of  their  responsibilities,  and  that 
these  casualties  will  cease,  or  else  tbey  osnnoi 
long  expect  to  escape  some  more  serious  die> 
at ter.  The  honourable  member  for  Tuapeka,  in 
his  remarks,  drew  the  attention  of  the  Ministor 
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to  the  belated  state  of  the  plant,  and  more  es- 
pecially to  the  miserable,  bare  condition  of  the 
ieeood-cIa(>8  carriages.     I  would  just  point  out 
(hat  in  Great  Britain  oo  through  trains  all  the 
ihird-clas4  carriages  haye  oushioos  even  on  the 
se&ts,  so  that  we  are  much  behind  the  times  in 
(his respect.  It  is  a  matter  that  the  Qovernment 
ahoald  certainly  give  some  attention  to  at  an 
early  date.    Before  passing  on  to  the  larger 
robjects,  I  would  like  to  say  I  am  gratified, 
in  looking  at  the  Government  Life  Insurance 
Rtamf:,  to  find  that  a  point  to  which  I  drew 
attention  last  year — the  amount  of  unrealised 
foreclosed  properties — has  been  considerably  re- 
daced.   IiMt  >  ear  it  was  £24,017,  and  this  year  it 
is  £8.456,  which,  I  am  sure,  is  a  much  more  satis- 
factory position  than  to  be  accumulating  these 
derelict  properties,  evidencing  bad  investment. 
At  the  eame  time,  I  would  point  out  that  the 
ioreelosed  properties  in  the  Trust  Office  stand  at 
18.541,  at  which  amount  it  stood  last  year,  and 
it  is  time  we  knew  why  stagnation  exists  there. 
There  is  next  a  matter  of  a  local  nature  that 
1  with  to  draw  attention  to.    I  refer  to  the 
atutade  of  the  Premier  to  the  deputation  that 
wilted  on  him    the  other  day  in  oonnectifMi 
with  Victoria  College.    He  then  said  he  was 
led  to  sDppose  that,  after  passing  the  legislation 
in  connection  with  the  matter,  that  would  be 
iU  the  Government  would  be  ceJled  on  to  do. 
Bat  the  Premier  is  not  so  verdant  as  that.    He 
blew  uiat,  although  the  legislation  was  passed, 
there  was  no  habitat  for  the  College  or  for 
the  Professors.     He  knew  very  well  that  the 
nsponsibility  in  that  matter  and  for  mainten- 
ADce  lay  with   the  Qovernment ;  and  now  to 
niake  an  answer  of  that  kind  to  the  gentlemen 
who  waited  on  him  to  ask  him  to  enable  the 
Governors  to  properly   cany   out  the  under- 
taking is  nothing  but  playing  with  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— We  were  told  it  wonld  not 
6ost  the  colony  a  shilling. 
Mr. DUTHIE.— And  did  yon  believe  that? 
Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Then,  why  talk  nonsense  to 
the  deputation  who  waited  on  yon  ?  Why  did 
yoa  pass  the  Bill  if  you  did  not  intend  to  {wo- 
peily  provide  for  the  College  ?  They  asked  for 
the  Mount  Cook  site,  which  was  a  very  reason- 
ahle  request  to  make;  but  the  honourable 
gentleman  affected  to  be  aghast  at  the  enor- 
mity of  the  request.  He  says  it  is  fourteen 
•era  of  the  best  land  in  Wellington ;  but  it 
is  nothing  of  the  sort.  It  is  a  bleak,  olay 
^^^t  lying  right  in  the  track  of  all  the  winds; 
bet,  being  convenient,  probably  no  better  site 
ooQld  be  got.  He  also  says  the  buildings  cost 
£40,000,  and  here  again  he  is  trifling  with  the 
depatatioD.  They  cost  nothing  of  the  sort. 
He  asserted,  too,  that  there  was  no  protest 
tcaioat  the  gaol  being  erected  on  Mount 
Cook.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  for  a 
Irag  time  been  coming  to  Wellington  for  the 
Kssion,  and  has  he  forgotten  the  fact  that, 
at  the  time  the  gaol  was  mooted,  influential 
deputations  waited  on  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dick,  then 
the  Minister  in  charge,  and  spoke  strongly 
•eunst  the  proposal  ?    The  Premier  must  know 


very  well  that  the  people  of  Wellington  have 
consistently  and  persistently  protested  against 
the  gaol  being  erected  there.  And  why  does 
the  honourable  gentleman  make  such  a  to-do 
about  this  fourteen  acres  of  poor,  clay  land  ? 
Why,  in  Auckland,  the  Government  gave  the 
site  of  the  Albert  Barracks,  worth  about  ten 
times  the  amount  of  mone^,  and  it  is  now  one 
of  the  greatest  attractions  m  that  city,  and  is 
a  convenience  that  is  of  incalculable  value  to 
the  people.  Why  is  a  similar  right  refused  to 
Wellington?  Why  are  the  people  here  referred 
to  by  him  as  *'  cormorants  "  when  they  make  a 
request,  modest  as  compared  with  the  reserves 
that  are  granted  to  other  towns  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  worth,  with  the  build- 
ing included,  about  £100,000. 

Mr.  DUTHIE. — Nonsense.  It  is  bad  enough 
for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  say  such 
things  on  the  platform,  but  he  should  not  say 
them  on  the  floor  of  this  House.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  also  said  to  the  deputation  that  a 
similar  area  of  land  would  cost  £70,000.  That 
is  utter  both.  You  oan  get  a  suitable  site 
about  Porirua  for  a  little  over  the  price  of 
country  land;  and  in  saying  such  things  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  only  intentionally 
creating  difficulties  in  the  way  of  what  is  a 
necessary  public  work. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— A  piece  of  land  was  offered 
to  us  some  distance  from  there  at  the  rate  of 
£30,000  an  acre. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Then,  do  not  buy  it.  I  will 
undertake  to  get  a  piece  of  land  out  there  at 
a  lower  rate  than  that.  I  would  next  draw 
attention  to  this:  the  honourable  gentleman 
reproaches  the  College  Governors  for  not  mak- 
ing attempts  to  get  a  site.  Is  that  a  proper 
way  to  treat  these  men  ?  They  have  no  com- 
mand of  money,  and  they  have  no  means  of 
paying  for  a  site ;  yet  when  they  make  a  re- 
quest suoh  as  they  made  the  other  day  they 
ace  met  by  the  Premier  with  a  reply  of  that 
kind. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  have  £4,000  in  hand. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.- That  is  for  soholarships  and 
for  incidentals,  and  it  is  all  required.  I  will 
here  again  quote  the  treatment  of  Auckland, 
but  would  first  point  out  that  in  this  island  we 
have  not  the  educational  endowments  that  they 
had  in  the  south.  Settlement  was  longer  in 
coming  about,  on  account  of  the  time  it  took 
to  settle  the  Maori  troubles;  and,  haying  to 
buy  Native  land  after  prolonged  negotiations, 
the  Provincial  Councils  were  always  impe- 
cunious and  unable  to  make  endowments. 
Auckland  was  similarly  situated,  although  they 
met  less  delay.  Yet  we  find  the  Government 
giving  Auckland  £4,000  annually  for  the  sup- 
port of  its  college  under  an  Act  which,  no  doubt, 
was  passed  under  some  Mmistry  with  more 
sympathy  towards  the  education  of  the  youth 
of  the  colony  than  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man appears  to  really  possess.    There  is  this 

o  or.     annual  contribution  of  £4,000  to  Auok- 

^•^'  land,  and  yet  when  the  people  of  Wel- 
lington interview  them  they  give  them  such 
answers  as  *'Let  the  Board  spend  the  £4,000  in 
hand  *'  —  live,  in  fact,  from  hand  to  mouth. 
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How  can  it  be  expected  that  they  can  carry  on 
this  important  \ivork  in  a  definite  and  satis- 
faorory  manner  with  such  continuing  uncer- 
tainty'held  over  them?  They  are  told  that 
whenever  they  have  spent  the  money  in  hand 
they  can  come  again  to  you,  and  if  you  are 
alive  —  and  you  assume  in  power  —  you  will 
then  consider  what  further  dole  they  should 
get.  It  ia  a  very  miserable  position  in  which 
to  place  a  branch  of  the  University  of  New 
Zealand.  lb  is  ungenerous,  it  is  unfair,  and 
reflects  very  great  discredit  on  the  Government 
thab  such  should  be  the  position.  Now,  I 
would  next  like  to  set  the  Premier  right  be- 
fore the  colony  on  a  local  matter :  I  would 
like  to  do  him  justice.  He  recently  held  a 
meeting  in  this  city,  to  which,  bv  the  way,  I 
did  not  receive  an  invitation.  Most  of  the 
members  of  my  committee  were  invited  to  a 
seat  on  his  platform,  but,  although  one  of  the 
representatives  of  the  city,  the  courtesy  was 
not  extended  to  me.  But  that  by  the  way.  At 
that  meeting  the  honourable  gentleman  men- 
tioned that  he  expected  to  be  a  Cabinet  Minis- 
ter when  the  Hutt  double  Hue  was  straightened, 
and  when  the  railway  was  carried  to  Island  Bay 
and  the  Kimutaka  deviation  completed.  The 
southern  Press  said  that  the  Premier,  recog- 
nising that  the  electors  of  Wellington  were 
opposed  to  him,  had  tried  to  bribe  them  by 
ihe^e  works  in  order  to  buy  their  political  sup- 
port. I  do  not  think  that  was  meant.  I  do 
not  think  the  Premier  referred  to  these  matters 
in  that  spirit.  I  think  he  was  merely  scoffing, 
and  wanted  to  boast  that  he  was  so  firm  in 
place  that  he  would  remain  in  power  until  even 
these  works  were  carried  out.  All  the  same,  I 
hope  these  works  will  speedily  be  undertaken 
on  their  merits. 

An  Hon.  Mbubbb. — What  about  the  exten- 
tion  to  Te  Aro  ? 

Mr.  DUTUIE.— A  most  costly  line  in  its 
management,  which  should  have  been  profitable 
all  along.  That  extension  ought  to  be  used  for 
carrying  timber  and  other  heavy  freight  dis- 
charged from  trucks  at  sidings ;  but  because 
I  urged  that,  and  defeated  his  proposal  to 
make  it  a  general  goods  station,  (he  honour- 
able gentleman  would  not  allow  that  to  be 
-done  for  which  the  line  was  alone  suited, 
and  all  these  years  it  has  been  run  with 
-empty  carriages.  It  is  of  little  benefit  to  any- 
body except  on  holidays,  and  the  only  prac- 
tical use  that  can  be  made  of  it  is  to  render  it 
available  for  carrying  timber,  bricks,  or  the  like 
building  and  bulk  material,  which  could  be 
taken  to  and  from  Te  Aro  and  economically 
distributed,  saving  much  cutting -up  of  the 
streets. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Harbour  Board  blocked 
it. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— The  Harbour  Board  have 
in  no  way  interfered  with  the  line.  It  is 
simply  the  obstinacy  of  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
which  hinders,  nothing  else.  Then,  I  come  to 
another  question  which  I  feel  very  strongly 
about.  I  think  it  was  in  Auckland  or  one  of 
the  by-meetings  in  his  wanderings  that  the 
iionourable  gentleman  mentioned  that  he  In- 
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tended  this  session  to  bring  in  an  Abftttoin 
and  Slaughterhouse  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding for  meat  inspection,  and  I  was  rejoiced 
to  see  that  determination.  I  find,  however, 
that  in  Christchurch  and  WellingtoQ,  when  de- 
putations waited  upon  him,  he  refused  to  bring 
m  such  a  Bill,  and  said  each  centre  would  have 
to  bring  forward  their  own  Bills  for  their  par- 
ticular localities. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— For  abattoirs  only. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Well,  for  abattoirs  only.   I 
do  not  think  that  is  a  proper  attitude  on  the 
part  of  the  Government.    I  do  not  think  ids 
right  that  each  place  should  be  put  to  the  ex- 
pense  of  bringing  forward  a  Bill   for  its  own 
locality.    Surely  there  should  be  one  general  Aet 
which  all  these  cities  could  come  under  instead 
of  wasting  valuable  time  in  passing  a  special 
Bill  for  each  particular  place.     In  conneciion 
with    this   I  would  recall  the  fact  that  last 
session,  when  we  deiit  with  this  question,  I  drew 
the  attention  of  Ministers  to  the  undesirable- 
ness  of  the  Bill  being  again  relegated  to  the 
Stock  Committee.     That  Committee  is  a  bod; 
mainly  interested  from  a  growers'  point  of  vief, 
and,  consequently,  have  again  and  again  o^ 
structed  the  Bill.     It  cannot  be  expected  to  gin 
equal  consideration  to  the  legitimate  demand 
of  the  city  consumer,  who  seeks  rigid  inspection 
to  insure  sound  wholesome  meat ;  and  before 
a  Bill  is  passed  that  will  be  thus  satisfac&or; 
it  will  require  to  be  relegated  to  a  difierentl;- 
constituted     body     to     be      dealt     with.    I 
have  felt  and  spoken  strongly  because  I  have 
reliable    information    on    this    question,  aod 
suspect  the   extent   to  which   doubtful  meat 
is  being  sold.     I  think  we  may   take  waning 
by    the    official    report    from    Dunedin.    The 
quantity  of  condemned  caroaRCs  there  afford  a 
serious  warning  to  cities  where   there  is  no 
inspection.     Under  the  system  of  inspection  in 
that  city  there  were  204  head  of  oattle  con- 
demned on   account   of    tuberculosis.    Under 
various   other    diseases,    including    advanced 
pregnancy,  the  total  amounted  to  260  catda 
Then,  there  were  168  sheep  condemned  frofi 
similar  causes,  including  malignant  growths. 
Add  to  these  calves  and  pigs,  and  the  total  ood* 
demned  was  486  head. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbeb.— In  what  time? 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— For  the  eleven  months  end- 
ing March  last.  Then,  we  have  to  recollect 
that  these  cattle  and  sheep  were  sent  forward 
when  the  owners  knew  there  was  to  be  inspee- 
tion,  and  owners  would  not  send  forward  stock 
if  they  had  a  suspicion  it  would  be  rejected. 
In  the  case  of  cities  where  there  is  no  iospeo- 
tion,  where  everything  slaughtered  is  sold,  the 

groportion  of  diseased  stock  that  ought  to 
e  condemned  will  be  far  greater  than  is 
proved  to  have  been  slaughtered  at  Dunedin. 
This  is  an  old  question.  It  has  been  before 
the  House  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  jeats, 
and  it  is  a  great  pity  that  the  Government 
are  again  going  to  shelve  it.  They  certainly 
should,  during  their  remaining  term  of  offiMi 
place  on  the  statute-book  some  practical  legi^ 
lation  on  a  question  they  have  "  tinkered  "  with 
80  long.    I  may  add  that  for  my  own  part  I 
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knov  DO  reason  why  oonsideration  for  the  in- 
terests of  the86  large  meat  companiefl  should 
be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  estahlinhment 
of  central  abattoirs,  efficient  for  economical 
inipeciion.  The  supply  of  meat  to  a  city  such 
u  this  i^  itself  of  quite  sufficient  volume  to 
warrant  the  establishment  of  abattoirs,  and  the 
iDBist&Dce  that  all  meat  should  be  inxpeoted 
there.  The  question  of  export  is  another  sub- 
ject altogether,  and,  being  of  sufficient  volume, 
should  stand  independently.  In  fact,  I  almost 
think  that  separation  should  be  insisted  upon 
to  remove  the  suspicion  that  we  are  called  upon 
to  eat  the  rejects  from  the  London  market.  I 
next  come  to  a  question  in  regard  to  whioh  I 
ebarge  the  Premier,  in  his  capacity  sis  Post- 
master-General, wiih  very  gross  neglect  of  the 
duties  of  that  office.  The  Minister  duririg  the 
last  recess  has,  I  might  almost  say,  never  been 
off  the  public  platform.  He  has  mainly  spent 
hiiiime  electioneeiing,  ever  racing  from  one 
sod  of  the  colony  to  the  other,  and  be  has  had 
DO  time  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  the  numerous 
and  important  offices  which  he  holds;  every- 
thing that  can  so  be  is  now  conducted  by  mere 
makeshift;  and  the  mail  service  is  prominently 
one  subject  that  has  so  been  allowed  to  drift. 
In  regard  to  the  San  Francisco  and  Vancouver 
mail  sem'ces,  they  have  long  rested  on  hand-to- 
moDih  yearly  arraDgements,  becauo.e  the  Post- 
master General,  engrossed  in  his  love  of  talk 
and  convivial  banquets,  has  never  leisure  to 
attend  to  such  trifles  as  the  mail-services  of  his 
drptrtment.  Can  you  expect  anything  but 
some  grievous  breakdown  with  mail  •  services 
eoDdocted  under  such  conditions  ?  Are  we  to 
he  sarpn'sed  that  the  owners  of  the  valuable 
steamers  engaged  are  intensely  dissatisfied,  and 
that  a  point  can  be  reached  when  they  become 
Btterly  indifferent?  We  find  in  conmction 
«ith  the  Vancouver  service  the  Government 
did  not  even  trouble  to  learn  whether  the 
tontractorfl  were  prepared  to  renew  it,  carry- 
ing as  it  did  more  passengers  from  New  Zea- 
land than  cv.'n  the  San  Francisco  line.  There 
Would  have  been  no  difficulty  whatever,  only 
a  few  months  ago,  to  extend  the  contract  for 
five  years,  or  some  siich  term ;  but  on  only 
one  year's  contract  the  service  was  of  little 
▼aloe  to  the  contractor,  who  accepted  other 
proposals.  Then,  so  indifferent  was  the  Minis- 
ter, that,  up  to  and  afbfr  the  last  steamer 
Under  the  contract  had  sailed  he  does  not  seem 
to  have  inquired  whether  the  contractors  were 
pnpared  to  renew  it  or  not.  The  collapse 
of  the  service  was  first  heard  of  in  London 
within  two  days  —  I  believe  it  was  within 
winy  hours— of  the  closing  of  the  mail.  If 
we  Government  knew  earlier,  then  the  neglect 
tepubli<ih  the  information  was  even  more  un- 
P^onable.  Is  not  this  a  most  lamentable 
Mndition  in  which  to  find  the  important  postal 
w»ngements  of  the  colony  ?  The  Minister  ap- 
parently never  took  the  trouble  to  communicate 
^th  the  contractors,  or,  if  he  did,  evidently  he 
jsver  got  a  reply,  and  yet  the  service,  by  his  in- 
wnerence  or  neglect,  was  allowed  to  oollapi^e. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  contractors  never  oom- 
nnnicated  with  us. 


Mr.  DUTHIB.— If  they  did  not  want  to  re- 
new they  had  no  reason  to  communicate  with 
you.  But  the  honourable  gentleman  was  in  a 
very  different  position.  He  was  in  charge  of 
the  postal  affairs  of  this  colony,  and  it  was  his 
doty  to  have  made  proper  arrangements. 
There  are  other  duties  incumbent  on  the 
honourable  gentleman  besides  wandering  about 
the  *'  back  blocks  "  and  electioneering. 

Mr.  SEDDOK.— We  did  ask  them,  and  they 
did  not  give  us  anything  definite  by  way  of 
reply. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Then  you  ought  to  have 
made  other  provision.  I  accept  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  statement  that  the  Govern- 
ment asked  them  ;  but  my  information  is  that 
thev  did  not.  However,  itdoes  not  affect  your 
neglect. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  Wait  for  the  correspond- 
ence.   That  will  settle  the  question. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.^We  shall  see  what  the 
correspondence  says.  The  neglect  to  inform 
London  was  intensified,  since  without  reply  the 
Minister  must  have  known  there  was  no 
steamer,  yet  the  public  was  not  warned  to  use 
the  Suez  mail  closing  on  the  Friday ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  Vancouver  mail  was  still  adver- 
tised that  morning,  and  it  was  not  known  in 
the  City  until  mid-day  on  the  Friday  of  the 
collapse  of  the  Vancouver  service,  and  mercan- 
tile correspondence  was  grievously  upset.  Yon 
caused  shippers  to  miss  sending  their  invoices 
and  shipping  documents,  and  the  financial 
transactions  with  the  banks  were  brought  to  a 
standstill.  For  its  trade  purposes  the  colony 
has  two  regular  main  services—a-  foitnightly 
service  by  sea,  bringing  forward  goods ;  hut 
there  is  now  only  one  mail  service  bringing 
forward  the  corresponding  commercial  docu- 
ments. Mercantile  relations  are  inconveni- 
enced from  the  fact  that  there  is  no  mail  service 
corresponding  to  the  goods  service.  The  Post- 
master-Qeneral  has  caused  all  this  incon- 
venience, and  I  dcubt  whether  until  now  he 
has  known  anything  at  all  about  it.  I  wrote 
to  the  Minister  in  the  early  part  of  April, 
calling  his  attention  to  the  urgent  need  to 
perfect  a  connection  with  the  Suez  mail 
service  ;  and,  by  the  way,  the  day  was  when  a 
communication  from  a  member  was  personally 
acknowledged,  but  in  this  rase  I  merely  got 
the  Under-Secretary's  acknowledgment  and 
a  promise  of  consideration,  and  there  it  still 
rests.  I  asked  that  arrangements  should  he 
mside  to  bring  us  into  expeditious  connection 
with  the  Suez  service.  By  the  Union  Com- 
pany's summer  service  a  steamer  leaves  here  on 
Fridav, — it  was  Saturday, — and  gets  to  Sydney 
on  Wednesday ;  but  Englinh  ma^ls  close  there 
on  Tuesday,  so  that  we  miss  the  mail  by  six 
days.  Surely  the  Qovernment  has  not  got  into 
bsid  relations  with  the  Union  Company  also. 
Something  ought  to  be  done,  at  a  reasonable 
cost,  to  bring  our  mail  service  in  prompt  con- 
nection with  the  despatch  from  Sydney. 
Similarly,' in  the  case  of  the  inward  mail, 
which  is  due  in  Sydney  on  Wedneedavs,  but 
usually  arrives  in  advance,  the  New  Zealand 
steamer  sails  late  on  Saturdays,  said  the  mails 
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aooordingly  lie  there  uaually  five  or  six  days  or 
more,  and  are  often  sent  vid  Auckland,  with 
frequently  greater  delay  than  if  kept  for  the 
direct  boat.  But  now,  Sir,  we  have  the  Union 
Company's  winter  service  at  ten-days  or  longer 
intervals,  and  by  this  one  never  knows  when 
corrcBpondenoe  will  reach  vi&  Suez  ;  and  prac- 
tically the  colony  is  thrown  back  and  reduced 
to  the  monthly  service  vid  San  Francisco.  I 
wrote,  as  I  have  said,  and  asked  that  this 
should  be  attended  to,  but  I  doubt  whether 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  ever  seen  the 
letter,  and  I  suspect  that  he  does  not  know 
anything  about  the  matter.  He  has  been  so 
busy  electioneering  that  departmental  informa- 
tion of  the  sort  is  all  news  to  him.  I  will  now 
pass  to  some  other  matters ;  but,  first,  I  see  he 
mentioned  in  a  speech  in  Auckland  that  he 
expects  the  Vancouver  service  to  be  revived.  I 
think  he  was  talking  at  random ;  but  I  should 
be  very  glad — and  I  am  sure  all  connected  with 
commercial  interests  would  be  very  glad  indeed 
— if  the  honourable  gentleman  is  able  to  pat 
information  before  the  House  showing  that  the 
Government  will  speedily  provide  a  fortnightly 
service,  which  is  clearly  necessary  for  the 
commerce  of  the  country.  Honourable  mem- 
bers will  have  seen  in  late  correspondence  from 
London  that  the  question  of  the  claims  of  the 
debenture- holders  of  the  Midland  Railway  has 
been  receiving  a  considerable  amount  of  public 
attention.  These  bond- holders,  it  seems,  took 
upon  themselvcR  in  the  month  of  April  last  to 
petition  the  Stock  Exchange  that  they  should 
refuse  quotation  for  any  further  loans  by 
the  New  Zealand  Government  on  account  of 
the  conduct  of  the  Government  in  respect 
of  the  claims  of  these  debenture-holders.  The 
Agent-General  was  able  to  show  in  the  Tinus 
that  these  petitioners  were  making  assertions 
beyond  the  facts,  in  so  far  that  there  was  no 
action  on  the  part  of  the  New  Zealand  Govern- 
ment to  in  any  way  interfere  with  or  delay  their 
legal  remedy  and  ultimate  right  of  appeal  to  the 
Privy  Council.  There  has  been  nothing  in  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  which  pointed  to 
any  desire  to  obstruct  them ;  but  at  the  same 
time  there  is  no  denying  the  fact  that  it  is  very 
unsatisfactory  that  the  Stock  Exchange  ehould 
be  so  addressed  and  the  colony  canvassed  in 
the  terms  used,  and  subjected  to  such  degrad- 
ing comparisons  in  the  English  Press ;  and  I 
have  now  brought  this  question  under  notice 
specially  that  the  Premier  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  referring  to  it  and  of  setting 
himself  right,  since  it  is  apparent  that,  except 
in  the  language  he  was  pleased  to  use  on  this 
company's  claims  in  this  House,  these  com- 
plainants appear  to  have  made  no  case.  So  far 
as  the  statements  they  msbde  are  concerned, 
they  were  well  met  by  the  Agent  General,  and 
I  think  his  letter  must,  to  some  extent,  have 
checked  the  adverse  public  opinion  that  was 
settling  down  against  the  colony  in  London. 
But  you  cannot  expect  the  British  capitalist 
who  has  invested  in  the  bonds  of  a  semi- 
public  corporation  to  lose  his  money  with 
equanimity.  No  doubt  the  feeling  is  very  sore, 
as  evinced  by  the  terms  in  which  New  Zealand 

Mr,  Dutfm 


has  been  spoken  of  by  various  financisl 
journals,  all  of  which  every  well-wisher  of  tliii 
country  must  regret  and  deplore.  As  I  hare 
said,  the  only  point  against  tiie  colony  appe&n 
to  be  found  in  that  unfortunate  speech  of  the 
Hon.  the  Prime  Minister,  an  abbreviation  of 
which  has  gone  the  rounds  of  the  English  Press. 
I  refer  to  the  speech  he  made  upon  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  in  1894,  when  he  proposed  a 
certain  compromise  with  the  company.  Now, 
I  supported  that  Bill  and  do  not  regret  it,  but! 
did  so  for  other  reasons,  and  not  on  account  of 
the  arguments  used  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. The  Hon.  the  Premier  is  reported 
upon  that  occasion  to  have  said, — 

"  Under  all  the  circumstances,  I  say  to 
members  representing  each  and  every  part  of 
New  Zealand,  if  you  carry  these  proposals  yea 
will  find  that  they  will  be  in  the  interests  of 
the  colony,  you  will  remove  a  serious  diffi- 
culty, you  will  leave  untarnished  the  honour  of 
the  colony,  and  you  will  prevent  litigation. 
Otherwise  you  will  have  the  position  of  matteii 
brought  before  the  world  by  our  friends  at 
Home,  who,  instead  of  being  our  friends  and 
assisting  us  to  maintain  our  credit  in  the 
future,  will  say  that  they  cannot  trust  us,  for 
when  the  opportunity  was  given  us  we  failed 
to  do  what  was  right  in  the  case  of  this  com- 
pany. I  say  that  justice  should  be  done,  and 
if  justice  is  done  this  Bill  will  be  read  a  second 
time." 

That  was  extremely  strong  language.  He 
says  that  the  Bill  is  in  the  interests  of  justice, 
that  if  not  passed  oar  friends  in  England  will 
say  they  cannot  trust  us,  and  he  urges  that  it 
is  necessary  to  be  passed  to  leave  the  honoar  of 
the  colony  an  tarnished.  If  I  may  be  allowed 
to  say  so,  the  speech  in  question  is  lengthy, 
very  confusing,  and  illogical.  There  is,  how- 
ever, nothing  in  it — no  disclosure  of  fact  or  argu- 
ment that  could  be  any  justification  for  the 
Premier's  peroration.  I  never  understood  the 
honourable  gentleman's  line  of  conduct  over 
this  railway,  and  the  speech  in  question  was  a 
mystery.  However,  if  there  is  anything  that 
can  be  shown  whereby  the  honour  of  the  colony 
is  tarnished,  it  would  be  well  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  should  take  the  present  oppor- 
tunity of  explaining  it,  so  that  it  may  be  dealt 
with. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb  :  The  Government  Whip 
voted  against  it. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Well,  I  have  looked  into  the 
division-list,  and  I  have  my  doubts  as  to  what 
it  meant,  hut  it  is  not  desirable  to  go  into  that 
question  now.  I  do  not  see  what  can  be  dooe, 
except  to  set  the  position  of  the  colony  right, 
so  far  as  may  be,  from  the  injury  which  the 
Premier's  language  has  done.  From  its  in- 
ception it  was  recognised,  even  where  not  ex- 
pressed, that  this  Midland  Railway  scheme 
could  not  pay.  The  very  extent  of  the  land- 
grant  agreed  to  by  this  House  carried  the  ad- 
mission that  the  colony,  with  its  credit  not  ex- 
hausted, did  not  see  its  way  to  construct  ths 
line  and  work  it,  and,  while  certain  sealoii 
rushed  in  and  conducted  these  negotiations; 
others  foresaw  the  invidious  position  in  whioh 
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the  colony  is  now  placed.    It  was  for  this  reason 
tliftti  voted  for  the  proposed  oompromiBe  in  1894. 
Saoh  andertakiogs  as  this  railway  are,  I  fear, 
ineidenfcal  to  popular  goYernment.     There  was 
a  gnat  oatory  for  this  work  raised  by  an  im- 
Dorteot  section  of  the  colony,  and  sucoessiye 
jfinistries  bad  their  hands  forced,  and  it  may 
be  urged  that  the  colony  has  therefore  a  certain 
moral  responsibility.    On  the  other  hand,  the 
Midland   Railway    promoters  or  direotorR   in 
London  acted  after  deliberate  inquiry.    They 
sent  a  Mr.  Brodie    Hoare  and  others  to  the 
oolony  to  fully  examine  in  prrson.    They  had 
the  legislation  amended  after  prolonged  nego- 
tiation, and  the  company  was  in  no  way  de- 
ceived by  the  oolony.    If  the  present  litigants 
were  deceived,  it  was  not  by  the  New  Zealand 
Government,   but  by  the   Midland    directors. 
Bnt  were  they  misled,  even  by  them?    The 
imoimt  admnced  was  £748,800,  on  debentures 
beaiiog  the  rate  of  5  per  cent. — a  rate  above 
theenrrent  value  of  money — and  even  off  that 
nto  these  investors  received  a  rebate  of  H  per 
eent.,  or  £55,785;   then,   beyond   this,   there 
vaa  commission  and  exchange  paid  amounting 
to  258,490:  together,  the  total  of  £114,205  was 
psid  to  get  £743,800.    It  is  evident,  therefore, 
that  theee  debfenture  -  holders,  getting  these 
term  and  concessions,  knew  that  they  were 
teking  op  A  risky  security.    It  is  regreftable 
tittt  each  a  heavy  loss  should  have  been  made 
where  New   Zealand  is  concerned,  but  these 
debentare-holders'  claim  is  not  on  the  colony. 
Thejf  at  least,  were  in  do  way  deceived  by.it. 
The  Premier  is  reported,  when  In  London,  to 
have  reoommended  a  petition  to  this  House 
in  reply  to  representations  on  this  matter.    I 
hope.  Sir,  he  will  diacourage  any  such  course. 
The  grievance    is  only   aggravated    by   such 
eaeooragement  and  ultimate  disappointment. 
While  compromise  was  possible  at  one  stage, 
^  oooadon  is  past,  and  now  merely  to  ofifer 
them  a  concession  will  not  satisfy  them  ;  such 
Mold  and  would  only  be  regarded  as  the  ad- 
ninion  of  a  wrong.    As  jfar  as  the  repute  of 
tile  eolony  is  concerned,  it  will  suffer  to  the 
•Kent   to    which  it  deserves,  from   its    con- 
section  with    the   promotion  of  this  railway, 
which  is  our  present  misfortune.     I  wish  to 
now  retnm   to    the    question    that  I    raised 
hMt  year  in   connection   with  certain  deben- 
tares  which   fell  due   in   the  month  of  May, 
sad  which  at    the  time  were  not  converted 
— ss  the  Premier  >is   in   the  habit  of  saying, 
lo  the  month  of  July  last,  application   was 
laade  to  the  Stock  Exchange  to  give  a  ouotation 
ior  £2,700,000  of   8-per-cent.  inscribed   deben- 
tores,  and  it  was  reported  that  this  application 
*aa  refused,  while  another  statement  was  that 
Uwaa  held  over.     I  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Premier  to  this  at  the  time  as  a  matter  afieot- 
hig  the  finanoial  credit  of  this  colony.     The 
Bight   Hon.   the  Premier    evidently   did  not 
mderstand  the  question,  or  else  he  intention- 
^y  tried  to  confuse  it.      He  replied  that  the 
debentures  were  never  placed,  and  consequently 
were  never  withdrawn.     Now,   there  was  no 
^Bsstion  of  placing,  and   the  remark  had  no 
UttoiDg.    Again,  he  asserted  that  the  whole 


thing  was  imaginary,  while  holding  in  his  hand 
the  Agent  General's  cablegram  giving  his  ex- 
planation of  the  position. 

Mr.    SEDDON. — The  quotation  was  never 
refused. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— If  so,  the  quotation  has 
never  been  granted,  and  the  applioaiion  seems 
to  be  withdrawn.  The  honourable  gentleman 
put  before  the  House  at  the  time  a  reputed 
cablegram  from  the  Agent-General  which  ex- 
plained that  the  Stook  Exchange  had  asked  for 
information,  which  was  supplied  in  the  second 
week  of  August.  But  it  seemed  strange  that 
then,  on  the  22nd  September,  the  application 
was  not  dealt  with.  That  quotation  has  not 
been  granted  to  this  day,  unless  I  am  entirely 
deceived.  As  a  private  member  one  speaks 
hesitatingly,  since  we  do  not  get  the  informa- 
tion to  which  we  are  entitled,  and  we  are  left 
to  search  out  in  the  dark,  as  it  were,  all  such 
matters  as  these.  I  see  by  an  Economist  of 
April  that  the  whole  amount  of  our  d-per-oent. 
inscribed  stock  quoted  on  the  Stock  Exchange 
is  £1,526,599;  while  by  the  Government  cir- 
cular issued  in  February,  accompanying  the 
loan  prospectus,  it  is  set  forth  that  beyond 
that  £1,500,000  there  id  £8,026,599  of  8-per. 
cent,  inscribed  stock  afloat,  for  which  it  is 
evident  there'  is  no  quotation  on  the  Stock 
Exchange ;  and  it  is  just  questionable,  with 
these  intermediate  millions  irregularly  afloat, 
whether  the  Exchange  will  give  a  quotation ' 
for  the  million  loan  that  was  floated  in 
February,  and  when  its  last  instalment  in 
June  is  paid.  If  this  is  refused,  great  injury 
must  result  to  the  colony's  credit.  This  is  a 
matter  of  far  more  importance  than  the  Premier 
apparently  realises.  Bonds  unquoted  on  the 
Stock  Exchange  are  unsaleable  in  London, 
except  at  a  considerable  discount,  and  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Treasurer  may  And  it  a  losing 
game  to  take  up  a  conflict  with  the  Stock 
Exchange.  This  difference  has  apparently  had 
important  effect  already  on  our  finance,  and 
has  caused  heavy  departmental  loss.  If  a 
quotation  had  been  got  in  July  la^t,  when  the 
application  was  made,  the  colony  would,  I 
presume,  have  paid  the  bonds  due  in  May  to 
the  departments  in  full  as  entitled  ;  but,  unable 
through  this  refusal  to  so  raise  money,  the  Post- 
Ofiioe  Savings -Bank  remains  saddled  with 
£1,742,140  of  these  unsaleable  8-pprcents, 
and  the  Government  Life  Insurance  Depart- 
ment with  £625,900.  Through  this  these  de- 
partments were  not  in  funds  to  take  up  the 
million  required,  which  they  would  otherwise 
have  done  at  3}  per  cent.,  and  hence  that  mil- 
lion had  to  be  offered,  in  accordance  with  the 
Stook  Exchange  rules,  to  the  public.^  But  think 
of  the  loss  to  these  departments  through  this  : 
they  have  had  to  accept  these  unquotable 
8  per  cents  at  par.  Our  February  loan  was 
floated  on  terms  at  £96  lis.,  really  at  £95  Os.  Id. 
net  cash,  or  a  loss  to  the  Savings  -  Bank  on 
its  holding— if  even  the  stock  was  saleable, 
which  it  is  not— of  £87,107,  and  to  the  Life 
Insurance  Office  of  £31,295.  The  Post-Offioe 
Savings- Bank  being  the  colony's  property,  it 
does  not  matter  so  much ;  but  think  of  the  loss 
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to  the  policy  holders  of  the  Inanranoe  Depart- 
menC,  and  in  baling  such  an  asset  thrast  upon 
tbem  when  entitled  to  cash,  and  to  have 
£625,900  of  their  fands  invested  at  so  low  a 
rate  as  8  per  cent.,  while,  I  understand,  the 
hase  rate  of  their  tables  is  3}  per  cent.  I  have 
said  that  the  February  loan,  floated  at  an 
average  of  £96  11r.,  only  yieldtd  £95  Os.  Id. 
net  cash.  Sir,  to  delude  the  people  and  make 
our  credit  look  better  than  it  really  is,  the  loan 
"wan  floated  on  the  10th  February,  when  a  de- 
pot>it  of  5  per  cent,  was  paid,  45  per  cent,  fol- 
lowed on  the  20ih  February,  25  per  cent,  in 
April,  and  25  per  cent,  in  June ;  yet  interest 
was  paid  on  all  these  amounts  back  to  the 
1st  October  of  last  year.  Barely  such  an  at- 
tempt to  deceive  was  never  before  seen  over 
the  flotation  of  a  loan. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — There  was  no  deception 
whatever.  It  is  quite  usual,  and  done  by 
other  colonies. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— It  is  useless  denying  it. 
You  fail  to  appreciate  the  great  iigury  to 
the  policy  holders  of  the  Qovernment  Life 
Insurance  Department. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— How  about  the  first  loan? 
Our  S-p^r  cent,  stock  reached  101. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Our  debentures  were  pold 
in  February  at  £95,  as  I  have  nhown.  You 
paid  interest  back  to  the  let  Ocober,  a  date 
before  tlii^  House  even  authorised  the  loan— 
a  miserable  shallow  trick  to  roi'tlead.  The 
sooner  you  adjust  your  difTer^noes  with  the 
8u  ck  Exchange,  and  get  New  Zealand  deben- 
tures quoted  in  a  proper  order,  the  better  for 
.  ^  our  credir.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man per-ists  in  \iii  course  he  will  only 
find  bimf^elf  in  a  worse  position.  The  system 
of  short-dated  colonial  debentures,  to  be  ulti- 
mately coiivered  into  inscribed  stock  and  pii- 
vately  r-old  in  London,  in  foreign  to  the  system 
of  Bri<i-ili  finance.  But  I  have  only  five  minutes 
left,  ai  d  •'O  must  conclude  quickly.  I  will  re- 
turn briefly  to  the  Miriae  scandal,  and  would 
flr8t  draw  at*  em  ion  to  the  miserable  posi- 
tion which  Mil. inters  are  now  pleased  to  oo- 
cupy  in  respect  to  blaming  and  trying  to  dis- 
credit Civil  servants.  The  time  was  when  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown  took  the  responsibility 
for  whatever  was  done  in  his  depaitment.  If 
an  officer  did  wrong  the  Mmister  punished 
him,  but  he  took  the  resp.^n>«ibility  upon  him- 
self. No  matter  what  Ministry  was  on  the 
benches,  that  used  to  be  the  practice;  but 
nowadays  Ministers  are  ever  ready  to  shelter 
themselves  behind  the  officers  of  their  depart- 
ments. Look  at  the  way  they  are  trying  to 
impugn  an  honourable  man  like  Mr.  Glasgow, 
in  implying,  that  he  is  unreliable  on  his  oath. 
Just  imagine  the  position  we  have  come  to, 
when  men  in  the  service  of  this  colony  have 
accusations  of  that  kind  suggested  against 
them.  There  is  another  point,  i  see  a  Marine 
Adviser  has  been  appointed  to  the  department 
from  England.  We  have  seen  how  the  Govern- 
ment manag^^d  to  degrade  the  Police  Force, 
and  brought  the  whole  of  that  department  into 
disrepute ;  and,  after  so  doing,  afieoted  that  a 
fit  Commissioner  could  not  be  got  in  the  colony, 
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and  the  appointment  had  to  go  to  England.  If 
the  officers  of  the  Force  were  unfilled,  it  wis 
because  Ministers  had  broken  down  their  in- 
dependence. This  is  a  similar  case.  The  oon- 
tioual  pressure,  week  after  week,  brought  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall-Jones  and  by  the  Hon.  the 
Premier  on  Captain  All  man  and  others  in 
the  department,  at  last  broke  down  the  re- 
sistance of  those  ofiicers.  And  sgain  we  g» 
outside  the  colony,  and  impliedly  now  say  that 
the  whole  Marine  service  is  so  degraded  thai 
it  cannot  provide  a  man  fitted  by  character 
and  ability  for  the  position.  In  this  Marine 
matter  the  Ministry  is  really  on  its  trial,  and 
more  especially  the  Premier,  and  not  Captain 
Allman.  But  what  is  the  good  of  conducting 
investigations  of  this  sort  before  a  Royal  Con- 
mission,  or  even  a  Committee,  without  a  Crown 
Prosecutor,  or  any  one  to  prepare  the  case  and 
bring  out  the  adverse  facts?  All  the  investiga- 
tions that  have  taken  place  into  Ministers*  oon- 
duct — and  they  have  been  numerous — during 
the  last  few  years  have  had  the  same  weaknefla 
The  Colonial  Secretary  has  been  pleased  to  n- 
fer  to  the  allegations  of  the  honourable  membs 
for  Patea,  so  I  presume  I  cannot  be  far  wrong 
in  doing  so  also.  I  was  on  that  Gommittes, 
and  we  had  no  prosecutor,  but  simply  the  evi- 
dence called  for  the  defence — no  one  to  bring 
forward  witnesses.  We  had  simply  such  wit- 
nesses as  the  Premier  chose  to  bring  before  oi; 
and,  even  so,  certain  disclosures  were  made, 
but  there  was  no  one  to  push  tbem  home,  and 
various  important  points  were  left  not  clearsd 
up. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  took  very  good  care  to 
see  that  everything  that  could  possibly  tell 
against  me  wan  unearthed. 

Mr.  DUTUIE.— The  charge  against  the 
Premier  of  receiving  moneys  under  an  order 
produced  on  Wild's  trial  was  disproved.  But 
the  main  fact,  that  there  had  been  a  large  and 
continuing  embezzlement  of  borough  funds 
VI as  made  clear  as  noonday,  but  was  left  there, 
traced  home  to  no  one.  It  was  never  probed  to 
the  bottom,  because  it  was  nobody's  duty  ofi 
that  Committee  to  seek  evidence  to  scoountfor 
this.  In  that  investigation  the  vouchers  wen 
found  to  have  been  removed  or  stolen  off  the 
file,  and  so  it  was  at  first  impossible  to  cheek 
the  auditors'  statement,  but  the  CommitCM 
had  the  cheques  and  bills  produced  by  tlifl 
bankers,  proving  payments ;  and  further  eri- 
dence  might  have  been  found  if  it  was  any 
one's  duty  to  seek  for  it.  The  whole  position 
ought  to  have  been  investigated,  if  only  in  the 
interest  of  public  morals.  And  so  under  tliif 
Commission.  What  can  possibly  come  of  it 
without  some  one  being  engaged  to  conduct  the 
prosecutions  ?  The  Premier  must  get  a  clean 
sheet  under  such  circumstances.  AH  investi- 
gations so  constituted  and  conducted  are  ft 
huge  farce.  Still,  I  supnose  it  is  loo^ 
desirable  for  the  repute  of  Ministers,  and  to 
give  an  appearance  of  aff'^rding  protection  and 
of  maintaining  the  independence  of  depaitj 
mental  officers,  and  also  in  the  cause  ot 
good  government,  that  the  charges  Mimsteit 
are,  I  suppose,  about  to  prefer  against  then* 
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'  nlres, — to  be  examined  into  and  reported 
opon  by  Judges  of  iheirown  selection, — Bbould 
be  probed  to  the  bottom  in  the  completion 
of  tills  serio-comic  farce,  and  I  trust  the 
Pnmier  will  throughout  recollect  what  is  due 
to  himself  under  these  somewhat  peculiar,  if 
comical,  circumstances. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  (Neleon  City).— Mr.  Speaker, 
tbe  honourable  member  fur  Geraldine,  who 
preceded  the  honourable  member  who  has 
just  sat  down,  Baid  he  would  confine  himself 
to  the  matter  of  the  ameiidm»  nt  proposed  by 
the  leader  of  the  Oppcsiiion,  nnd  reserve  other 
thingB  till  the  particular  occasions  arose  for 
datlmg  with  them.  The  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  Ci'y  made  no  such  stipulation, 
and  has  confined  himself  m  it  her  to  the  amend- 
menfcQcr  to  the  Speech  of  UU  Excellency,  but 
he  has  travelled  over  and  reRurrected  a  lot  of 
old  Btories  that  we  have  heard  from  him  year 
after  year.  He  hap,  of  coursp,  a  perfect  right 
to  do  80,  but  the  way  in  whi  'h  he  rapidly  left 
the  question  of  the  ameidimnt  of  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  and  other  subjects  dealt  with 
vas  something  like  a  cat  jumping  en  and  o£f 
hot  htieks.  It  is  apparrnt  he  does  not  per- 
scmsUy  agree  with  the  amendment  itself.  The 
honouable  gentleman  did  me  the  honour  of 

twice  lisiiing  my  constituency,  and  leaving 
Nelson  without  seeing  me  personally. 

Mr.DUTHlE.— You  were  not  in  Nelson. 

Ur.  GRAHAM.— I  wai  in  Ndlson  the  first 
time,  and  connected  with  the  Telephone  Ez- 
chsDge.  I  was  afterwards  s  rry  to  hear  of  the 
boDoatable  gentleman*a  serious  illness,  and  I 
exptecsed  the  hope  that  he  would  soon  be 
better,  and  able  to  take  his  old  place  to  fight 
tgun  for  his  side  in  polities.  I  am  pleased  to 
9ee  him  here  to-day  apparently  in  excellent 
health.  But  I  cannot  lielp  wishing  his  late 
illness  had  removed  that  tei  rible  scolding  man- 
ner with  which  he  addreH^e:)  the  House.  The 
honotirable  gentleman  is  very  difficult  to  fol- 
low: he  is  one  of  the  most  rapid  speakers  in 
the  House,  and  he  jump-i  about  from  one  sub- 
ject to  another  with  the  greatest  rapidity 

Mr.  SEDDON.— A  perfect  •*  chamois." 

Mr.; GRAHAM. — Yes,  as  an  honourable 
gentleman  called  it  a  long  time  ago.  The 
honoorable  member  commenced  by  referring 
to, the  Marine  scandal,  and  implying  that  a 
Bojal  Commission  was  not  a  proper  tribunal 
to  which  it  should  be  referred.  He  then  gave 
u  tn  instance  of  the  *'  Banking  Commission 
fttce,"  as  he  called  it.  He  must  have  fancied 
thtt  was  a  Royal  Commission.  Investigations 
us  generally  before  a  parliamentary  Com- 
mittee ;  but  members  of  tue  Opposition  nearly 
ilways  object  to  them.  He  himself  called 
fhem  a  farce.  He  began  by  calling  the  Bank- 
ing Committee  a  farce,  and  ended  by  calling 
the  Bon  Tuck  Committee  a  farce.  If  pariia- 
BMntary  Committees  sure  farces  and  Commis- 
■tons  are  farces,  to  whom  or  what  tribunal 
wonld  he  ref er  a  question  of  this  importance? 
Would  he  refer  it  to  the  House,  to  be  debated 
on  the  floor  of  this  Chamber  ?  If  so,  I  would 
u^  to  refer  him  to  the  tone  in  which 
^  discussion   on    the    question    has    been 
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carried  on  in  the  House  during  this  de- 
bate, and  ask  him  if  he  considers  that 
this  body  of  representatives  would  be  a 
fair  judicial  tribunal  to  try  anything  with 
reference  to  so  important  a  matter.  I  think 
it  would  not.  As  he  himself  admits,  party 
government  has  two  sides,  and  we  know  it  too 
well.  When  we  set  up  Committees  we  have 
members  from  each  side,  and  will  the  honour- 
able gentleman  say  party  feeling  does  not 
intrude  there?  The  honourable  gentleman 
cannot  deny  it.  He  says  we  did  not  properly 
investigate  the  Bun  Tuck  business.  Why,  Sir, 
no  legal  advocate  for  the  defence  in  that  case 
could  have  taken  up  the  cudgels  in  favour  of 
his  particular  friend,  the  honourable  member 
for  Patea  (Mr.  G.  Hutchison),  with  more 
zeal  than  Mr.  Duthie  did  himself;  and  I 
must  admit  he  did  it  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  ability.  If  he  could  have  found 
the  smallest  possible  loophole  by  which  he 
might  have  brought  down  a  verdict  from 
the  Committee  only  partially  in  favour  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea,  he  would 
have  done  it ;  but  the  final  result  was.  Sir,  that 
the  scathing  report  that  was  placed  before 
tbe  House  and  the  country  was  a  unanimous 
one.  It  was  signed  by  Mr.  Duthie  himself,  and 
it  absolutely  condemned  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea  for  what  he  had  done.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  says  there  was  no  evidence 
against  him.  The  honourable  member  for 
Patea  produced  a  document  which  he  professed 
to  have  discovered,  written  in  Chinese.  But, 
Sir,  the  honourable  member  for  Patoa  was  the 
original  author.  We  had  the  man  before 
the  Committee  who  carried  Mr.  Hutchison's 
English  copy  to  get  it  translated  into  Chinese 
for  Mr.  Hutchison.  What  more  do  you  want 
than  that  ?  Why,  the  evidence  was  complete 
and  overwhelming,  and  the  House  and  the 
country  know  it. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — It  was  done  by  Mr.  Gale 
and  Co. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— Yes,  it  was  done  by  Mr. 
Hutchison  through  Mr.  Gale,  who  delivered  it 
to  Mr.  Moss,  a  clerk,  who  carried  it  to  a  China- 
man to  have  it  translated.  But  those  gentle- 
men did  not  know  we  were  going  to  find  the 
original  Chinaman  again,  and  that  the  evidence 
would  be  so  overwhelming  as  it  was.  No,  Sir, 
there  never  was  a  parliamentary  Committee 
that  investigated  a  subject  more  thoroughly,  or 
brought  up  a  report  upon  which  they  were  so 
absolutely  satisfied  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea  was  wrong  than  that  Committee 
did.  The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Duthie) 
left  this  Marine  question  by  saying  that  if  this 
scandal  were  not  sufficient  to  rouse  the  colony 
nothing  could  do  it.  Well,  Sir,  I  admit  the 
Opposition  have  tried  their  very  best  to  bias 
the  colony.  The  colony  wants  to  know  the 
rights  of  this  particular  case,  and,  as  to  the 
whole  management  of  the  department,  they 
want  to  know  it  thoroughly,  and  have  it  probed 
to  the  bottom ;  and  I  believe  the  colony  will 
agree  with  me  that  it  will  be  far  more  likely  to 
be  judicially  and  thoroughly  investigated  by  a 
Royal  Commission,  properly  constituted,  than 
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it  would  be  by  any  parliamentary  Committee, 
or  by  tbe  members  of  this  House.  The  Oppo- 
sition are  desirous  of  nothing  more  than  to  get 
from  that  side  of  the  House  to  this,  and  it  does 
not  matter  by  what  means  if  only  their  pur- 
pose can  be  effected.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man went  on  to  say  that  tbe  Governor's  Speech 
was  all  twaddle ;  there  was  nothing  in  it ;  it 
was  a  waste  of  time  to  refer  to  it :  and  he  did 
not  refer  to  it  much.  Then  he  went  on  to  the 
Customs  taxation,  and  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  stealing  the  policy  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the  Opposition 
have  even  got  the  faintest  shred  of  a  policy, 
although  I  do  not  admit  that  the  Government, 
in  this  particular  case,  stole  anything  from 
them ;  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  Government 
to  steal  from  the  Opposition.  It  is  the  Oppo- 
sition who  are  now  trying  to  obtain  credit  for 
measures  the  Government  have  carried  into 
law,  although  they  persistently  fight  against 
every  question  that  is  brought  forward  by  the 
Government.  Every  Bill  brought  forward,  every 
Act  passed,  during  the  last  seven  years,  or 
nearly  every  Act,  has  been  strenuously  opposed 
by  Her  Majesty's  Opposition  in  this  House, 
and  now  that  it  is  coming  near  election-time 
they  tell  the  country  that,  although  they  do 
not  all  of  them  agree  with  what  has  been 
passed,  they  will  not  take  steps  to  repeal  any 
of  the  Acts  that  have  been  passed ;  but  they  ask 
respecifully  to  be  permitted  to  administer  those 
laws  which  they  fought  strenuously  against, 
becauBe,  as  they  say,  they  will  be  able  to  ad- 
minister them  much  better  than  the  Ministry, 
assisted  by  the  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  who  have  placed  those  Acts  upon  the 
statute-  book.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  people 
of  this  colony  will  place  such  confidence  in  the 
Opposition.  I  believe  that  they  would  far 
ratber  leave  the  carrying-out  of  the  Liberal 
policy  to  the  Liberal  statesmen  who  have 
inaugurated  the  policy  in  this  country. 
Then,  the  honourable  member  objected  to 
using  moneys  derived  from  the  taxation  of 
the  colony  for  roads,  bridges,  and  public 
works.  He  thought  such  works  ought  to  be 
done  entirely  out  of  loan.  I  agree  with  him 
that  if  it  cannot  be  done  out  of  taxation  it 
must  be  done  out  of  loan.  There  is  no  doubt 
about  that.  But  will  he  not  remember  that 
during  the  last  eight  ytars  the  Government, 
without  adding  anything  to  the  interest  paid 
by  the  colony,  have  been  able  to  spend  on  pub- 
lic works  two  millions  sterling  out  of  surpluses 
that  have  been  derived  from  year  to  year  dur- 
ing that  period,  and  without  the  taxpayers  of 
the  colony  feeling  it — as  they  would  have  done 
before  that  time — because  of  increased  pro- 
sperity in  tbe  colony,  which  did  not  exist 
before  that  time. 

An  Hon.  Member. — £50,000  a  year  interest 
saved. 

Mr.  GRAHAM. — Yes,  and  more  than  that. 
You  cannot  borrow  money  under  3  per  cent., 
and  that  means  on  two  millions  £60,000  a 
year.  Now,  Sir,  I  ask  whether  in  times  of 
prosperity  the  taxpa>ers  of  the  colony  would 
rather  be  taxed  a  little  more  than  the  ordinary 
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departmental  expenditure  requires  for  the  par-  ' 
pose  of  assistiog  towards  carrying  out  puUic 
works,   or  whether   they  would  prefer  to  be 
saddled  with  £60,000  a  year  additional  interest, 
as  must  otherwise  have  been  the  case,  on  money 
borrowed  from  outside  the  colony  ?     Although 
we  have  had  to  borrow  to  augment  thatamoan(, 
yet  the  fact  remains,  our  taxation  would  have 
been  £60,000  more  than  it  is  but  for  the  gratify- 
ing fact  that  we  have  been  able  to  use  but- 
pluses,  derived  from  the  people  without  any 
great  hardship  to  them,  in  aid  of  public  work*. 
The  honourable  gentleman  also  said  that  the 
old-age  pensions  meant  taxation.     Why  does 
he  not  tell  us  something   we  did  not  know 
before?    We  know  that  moneys  for  expendi- 
ture by  the  Government  other  than  loaushsve 
to  be  derived  from   taxation.      I   undersuxxi 
him    to    mean    that    we   should   have  ditect 
taxation  —  some   tax  which   could  be  pointed 
to    by    tbe    honourable    gentleman    and  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House  as  being  a  speoiAl 
tax  to  provide  for  the  old-age  pensions,  afid 
that  a  certain  class  of  people,  instead  of  tbe 
people  as  a  whole,  were  called  upon  to  provi^ 
for  the  pensions  of  tlie  aged  poor.    The  Oppo- 
sition have  done  their  best  to  try  and  make  kbt 
country  believe   that  this  old-age  pension  Ib 
simply  charitable  aid.    If  they  could  have  fcbeir 
way,  Sir,  they  would  have  a  special  tax  on  b 
special  part  of  the  population  of  this  colony, 
and  then  the  old-age  pensions  system  would 
become  what   they  wrongly  proclaim  to  Ihe 
country  that  it  is  now — namely,   an  exten- 
sion of  charitable  aid.     We  derive  the  money 
at  present  from  the  Consolidated  Fund,  aod 
I  hope  we  shall  always  derive   it  from  thai 
fund.      To   that  fund   everybody  contributes, 
pensioners  and  non-pensioners  alike  ;  and,  Sir, 
from  what  other  source  do  the  Civil  servants 
and  the  small  army  of  friends  of  gentlemen  on 
the  Opposition  side  derive  their  pensions^lvg^ 
pensions  too?    Do   they   not  come  from  the 
Consolidated    Fund?     Do    we   not  put  large 
burdens,  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  people,  on  the 
Consolidated  Fubd  in  many  directions  already? 
Do  we  not  also  pay  some  £400,000  or  more* 
year  for  education?     Why  do  they  not  •!» 
demand  a  special   tax  for  that  ?    The  Oppo- 
sition seem  to  think  that  if  at  any  time  tbe 
Consolidated  Fund  is  not  sufficient  to  bear  all 
these  burdens  we  shall  have  to  stop  the  benefiti- 
Ko,  Sir;  we  shall  simply  increase  the  sourees 
from  which  the  Consolidated  Fund  is  derived-^ 
just  the  same  in  regard  to  old-age  pensioBStf 
we  should  do  if  we  were  short  for  the  purp'^ 
of  education  or  the   large   pensions  of  Civil 
servants ;   it  only  means  that  those  who  ^ 
afiord  it  may  be  asked  to  contribute  an  in- 
creased amount  towards  the  general  fond  to 
meet  our  burdens  if  we  should  not  be  able  to 
do  it  from  our  present  resources.    But,  Sir,  I 
am  happy  to  think  that,  so  long  as  the  ooontiy 
prevents  those   honourable  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  from  coming  here  and 
managing  the  coach  of    State — though  they 
think    they  can   manage   it    better   than  itf 
present  occupants — we  shall  have  no  difficulty 
at  all  in  finding  the  money  for  the  varibiu 
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^barges    I    have    named.      The    honourable 
^enileman     weni    on     to     complain     biUerly 
tibout  the   GoTemment   not   providing    better 
aceommodation  for   the  Supreme  Court  work 
ud    other    fiervioes    in    Wellington.       Now, 
«very  time   the  Government   proposes  to   pro- 
Tide  accommodati jn   for   any    purpose   what- 
ever, wp  get  the  same  soolding  from  the  Opposi- 
tion.    It  does  not  matter  what  is  proposed, 
they  object  to  it.    Take  th«  case  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Buildings.    When   the    Government 
proposed  to  expend  a  certain  sum  of  money 
to  make  a  building  worthy  of  the  name  —worthy 
of  the  capital  of  the  colony — did  not  the  Oppo- 
sition scold  as  well  as  they  knew  how  ?     .4nd 
what  was  the  result  of  their  opposition?     It 
was  the  cause  of  our  having  lo  reduce  the  cost 
of  that  building,  aud,  instead  of  having  a  three- 
storied  building  at  the  cost  of  a  few  thousand 
pounds  more,  we  have  had  to  be  ^ati.sfied  with 
a  earcailed  buildiog,  which  will  not,  in  a  few 
je&rs  hence,  provide  the  accommodation  that 
will  be  required  by  this  House ;  and  then  the 
Opposition  and  Government  alike  will  regret 
that  ibey  were  not  allowed  to  carry  out  their 
original  proposals.  Then,  the  honourable  gentle- 
muQ  turned  from  New  Zealand  to  Samoa.     He 
«ompIa<ned  bitterly  of  the  Government  offer- 
ing tbd  servicer    of    a    contingent   in    what 
appeared  to   be   a   time   of    urgent   neoessiiy. 
Ifow,  whatever  else  happened,  the  action  of 
the  Government  had  a  good  moral  effect.     It 
showed  the  people  of  our  own  nationality  at 
Home  and  in  all  parts  of  the  world  that  we  are 
a  real  live  part  of  the  British  nation,  and  that 
at  any  time,  no  matter  whether  it  may  be  much 
or  liitle,  we  are  prepared  to  do  our  best  for  the 
common  welfare  of  our  country  and  for  the 
protection   of   the  lives  of  men,   women,  and 
children  of  our  own  nationality,  no    matter 
where  they  might  be.    New  Zealand  happened 
to  be  closest  to  the  scene  of  action,  and  it  was 
oar  duty  in  a  time  of  necessity  to  promptly 
offer  assistance,  which  the  colony  has  the  Hatis- 
iaetion  of  knowing  was  appreciated  by  the  Home 
<30vemment,  and  the  o£Eer  of  the  services  of  the 
Government  steamer  was  thankfully  accepted. 
If  there  had  been  a  Consorvative  Government 
in  power,  and  they  had  made  the  same  offer, 
their  supporters  would  have  found  nothing  to 
grumble  abont.    They  would  have  d^ne  the 
same  thing,  and  perhaps  more,  but  it  would 
have  been  quite  right  then. ,    Circumstances 
alter  cases.     Now,  this  Samoan  question  was 
not  80  very  much  unlike  the  position  of  our  own 
people  a  few  years  ago  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  colony.     The  Town  of  Apia  was  surrounded 
by  rebel    natives,   and    the    lives    of    British 
people  and   others   were   at  stake,  when  we 
offered  to  send  help.    Now,  in  New  Plymouth, 
when  Mr.  Bryce  went  with  a  large  force  cf 
Volmiceers,  there  was  no  fighting,  but  the  fact 
e(  his  going  in  all  probability  prevented  blood- 
ihed.    It  is  just  possible  that  our  contingent 
might  have  caused  the  same  eiSeot  had  they 
promptly  gone  to  Samoa.     I  hope  the  honour- 
able member  does  not  mean  to  sneer  at  our 
Volunteers  because  they  are  small  in  number. 
Onr  contingent  to  the  Mother-oountiy  proved 


themselves  to  be  equal  to  the  very  best  in  all 
peaceful  mancduvrci,  and  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  they  would  have  stood  side  by 
side  with  their  Brioish  confreres  and  proved 
themselves — not  second-best.  If  our  contin- 
gent had  gone,  it  is  just  possible  they  might, 
have  had  some  effect  in  preventing  the  deplor- 
able fight  that  caused  some  European  and  a 
large  amount  of  native  bloodshed  that  took 
place  soon  after,  and  possibly  have  saved  the 
lives  of  many  of  those  the  honourable  member 
(Mr.  Duthie)  calls  poor  innocent  natives.  I 
hope  the  Volunteers  of  the  colony  will  take 
notice  of  his  remarks.  It  will  let  them  know 
what  Mr.  Duthie's  opinion  is  with  reference  to 
our  Volunteers  in  this  colony.  Then,  he  scolded 
and  condemned  the  Government  because  of 
the  Bakaia  railway  accident,  as  though  New 
Zealand  was  the  only  place  in  the  world 
where  railway  accidents  happen.  Serious  as 
that  was,  we  have  heard  of  far  more 
disastrous  accidents  in  some  of  the  leading 
countries  of  the  world.  In  America,  for  ex- 
ample, there  has  occurred  recently  a  very 
largely- magnified  Rakaia  accident,  where  for 
one  unfortunate  individual  killed  in  New  Zea- 
land they  had  ten  or  more.  Now,  that  is  a 
country  where  they  profess  to  be,  and  I  believe 
are,  up  to  date  in  railway  arrangements,  and 
yet  serious  accidents  can  and  do  frequently 
happen  there,  and  we  know  also  that  accidents 
of  the  same  kind  happen  all  over  the  world.  It 
is  only  because  Mr.  Duthie  is  on  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House,  and  opposed  to  the  Govern* 
mont,  that  he  makes  these  statements.  Sir,  he 
charged  the  Premier  with  talking  nonsense. 
Why,  Sir,  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Duthie)  can  calk  more  nonsense 
in  fotty-five  minutes  than  the  Premier  can  talk 
in  a  whole  sitting  of  this  House.  Then,  he 
talked  about  a  want  of  discipline.  Sir,  the 
driver  who  was  in  charge  on  the  train  on  that 
unfortunate  occasion  has  stood  his  trial,  and  he 
has  been  acquittf^d  of  all  blame.  If  he  had 
been  guilty  of  drunkenness,  or  any  other  fault, 
would  he  have  been  acquitted  ?    No. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — The  Government  is  going 
to  try  him  again. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— Well,  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  any  objection  to  that— more  to  their 
credit  — and  I  hope  the  man  may  entirely  clear 
himself  there  also.  If  a  man  is  tried  and 
found  perfectly  innocent,  should  he  be  punished 
for  his  whole  life  becauss  of  his  havinc;  met 
with  one  misfortune  ?  Certainly  not.  That  is 
what  some  of  those  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  Houae  seem  to  think :  that  if  an  unfortu- 
nate person  falls  into  difficulties  on  one  ocoa- 
sion,  that  person  should  be  branded  for  his 
life.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  said  we 
ought  to  provide  cushions  for  second-class  pas- 
sengers by  train.  I  believe  that  would  be  a 
good  thing  if  it  oould  be  done.  I  have  heard 
the  Minister  replying  from  his  place  in  the 
House  over  and  over  again  that  he  is  perfectly 
willing  to  give  uU  those  things  if  the  House 
will  thoroughly  take  into  consideration  the  cost, 
and  be  prepa.red  to  vote  the  cost.  But  it  would 
cost  money,  and  the  Minister  has  stated  how 
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XDQch.     Has  the  honourable  member  ever  got 
up  to  move  that  it  should  be  granted  ? 

Mr.  PI  RANI.— He  could  not  do  it. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— Why,  Sir.  the  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston  gets  up  frequently  and 
presses  the  Government  to  carry  out  things 
that  he  ^ants  done.  If  members  of  this  House 
express  strongly  enough  that  anything  should 
be  done,  they  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  the 
Government,  and  it  is  absurd  to  say  the  Go- 
vernment c<in  put  it  on  one  side  and  say  it 
shall  not  be  done. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — A  member  can  move  that  a 
respeciftl  address  be  presented  to  the  Governor 
asking  f(>r  the  money. 

Mr.  GRAHAM. — Yes,  and  no  one  knows 
that  better  than  the  honourable  member  for 
Palmerston.  The  honourable  member  (Mr. 
Duthie)  went  on  to  devote  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  to  the  question  of  the  Mount 
Cook  site  for  the  Victoria  College.  That,  Sir, 
is  a  question  in  which  I  am  interested.  If  it 
can  be  done  by  the  Grovernment  I  should  be 
very  pleased  to  see  that  site  vested  in  the  Vic- 
toria College  Council,  and  I  hope  it  may  be 
done.  I  know  also  there  would  be  a  great  deal 
of  opposition  to  the  proposal.  But  of  course 
this  is  an  electioneering  speech  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City.  Perhaps  he 
does  not  care  any  more  than  the  honourable 
member  for  Caversham,  who  is  opposed  to  it, 
whether  Wellington  gets  it  or  not,  so  long  as 
he  makes  the  people  of  Welhngtou  believe  he 
desires  they  should  get  it.  But  I  must  admit 
that  this  request  is  asking  for  a  very  large 
order.  Tiiey  are  asking  for  fourlern  acres.  The 
Premier  did  not  say  it  was  the  finest  land  in 
Wellington — because  I  was  present  at  the  time 
he  spoke.  He  spoke  of  it  as  probably  the  finest 
site  in  Wellington,  and  if  they  gotitthey  would 
also  have  to  suppkment  it  with  from  £15,000 
to  £20,000  to  erect  a  suitable  building  upon  it. 
The  Premier  also  said  that  if  the  colony  gave 
that  dte  in  favour  of  the  CuUege  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  to  provide  other  accommoda- 
tion for  their  own  requirements  at  a  cost  of 
probably  £10,000  in  addition  ;  so  that  it  would 
mean  £60.000  or  £70,000  in  all.  And  other 
parts  of  the  colony,  I  take  leave  to  think, 
would  not  agree  to  give  that  to  Wellington 
without  demanding  a  quid  pro  quo  for  their 
own  districts.  Mr.  Duthie  at  the  be  ginning  of 
his  speech  spoke  rapidly  and  ambiguously 
about  some  boiler  case  in  connection  with  the 
Customs.  I  believe  that  he  spoke  freely  and 
fully  on  that  subject  outside  the  House,  but 
to-day  he  stopped  suddenly,  as  though  he 
thought  discretion  the  better  part  of  valour. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Oh,  no  1 
Mr.  GRAHAM.— He  says  "  Oh,  no  I "  now  ; 
but  he  did  stop  in  his  speech,  and  he 
stopped  suddenly  and  dropped  the  subject.  I 
was  not  able  quite  to  catch  his  rapid  utter- 
ances ;  but  I  say  to  him  now,  why  does  not  the 
honourable  member  ask  for  accurate  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  ?  Why  is  he  not  courageous 
inside  the  House  as  well  as  outFide  ?  He  talks 
very  volubly  and  boldly  outside  the  House.  He 
BAid  just  now  that  it  is  not  want  of  valour. 

Mr.  Oraham 


Then  I  would  ask  him  to  request  the  Oovem- 
ment  to  lay  the  papers  connected  with  this 
case  on  the  table  of  the  House  and  give  the 
whole  information  he  is  desirous  of  obtaining; 
and  the  Government  will  not  refuse  tu  give  it 
to  him. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— I  want  more  than  that. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— Well,  ask  for  all  you  wsnfc 
on  that  subject.  I  dare  say  there  are  other 
subjects  in  regard  to  which  he  wants  a  gieak 
deal  more  information — perhaps  more  than  he 
has  a  right  to  get. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— He  is  one  of  the  oonnoraoti. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— Yes,  he  is  one  of  the  cor- 
morants.   But  I  do  think  the  honourable  mem- 
ber has  a  right  to  get  the  fullest  information  on 
this  particular  subject.    The  honourable  gentle- 
man referred  to  the  Stock  Exchange  in  London. 
I  have  no  doubt  the  Treasurer  wiil  be  able  to 
give  far  more  details  on  that  matter  than  I  esc. 
On  this  side  of  the  House  we  are  satisfied  to 
have  one  Treasurer ;   on   the  Opposition  side 
they   have  several,  but  the  chief  one  is  Mr. 
Duthie.     But  sometimes  he  makes  statement 
which  he  cannot  prove.     As  to  the  placing  itf 
loans   on  the   London    market,  of   course  m 
know    the   honourable   member   has    been  to 
England.     He  is  not  a  poor  man.     He  is  ac- 
quainted   with    the    members    of    the   Stoek 
Exchange.    The  Stock  Exchange  is  a  busineai 
at   home   by  means  of  which   a  lot  of  people 
make  money  at  the  expense  of  this  and  other 
colonies.     Wl^at  the  Government   is  doing  it 
this:  they  are  trying  to  give  this  colony  the 
benefit  of  the  middleman's  profits.     Instead  of 
placing  a  big  loan  on  the  Loiidon  market,  from 
which  these  whales  of  the  Stock    Exchange 
would  derive  large  profits  very  much  at  the 
cost  of  the  people  here,  the  Government  have 
been  placing  loans  gradually  on  the  market, 
and  thus  saving  to  the  people  that  which  other 
witte  would  have  gone  into  the  pockets  of  Stock 
Exchange  speculators — some  cf  whom,  I  be- 
lieve, are  Mr.  Duthie's  friends — in  London.   I 
hope  the  Government  will  continue  the  coune 
they  have  adopted  in  raising  loans.     Evei; 
£10,000  which  we  oeui  save  to  the  people  of 
the  colony  in  this  way  will  be  a  benefit  to  the 
whole    community,    especially    to  the  poorei 
people.      I  do  not  know    that   there  is  "nif 
much  more  in  what  the  honourable  member 
said  that  I  need  refer  to.    I  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  take  up  a  great  deal  of  the  time  w 
the  House  in  speaking  on  the  Address  in  Reply 
and  the  amendment  of  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition.    But,  at  the  same  time,  I  do  think  it 
is  the  duty  of  every  member  of   the  Hoa8e» 
if   he  thinks  fit,   to    give    expression   to  htf 
opinions    in  reference  to   matters  that  have 
or  which  may  come  before  the  House.    Veiy 
little  has   been  said  by  honourable  membeit 
opposite  as  to  the  Governor's  Speech,  or  as  to 
the  amendment  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition* 
Most  of  them  wandered— as  Mr.  Duthie  did-- 
far,  far  away  from  the  subject.    I  think  it  right 
to  compliment  the  Government  and  the  <^^^ 
upon  the  Speech  which  the  Governor  delivered 
to  Parliament.    That  Speech  simply  oonfirmf 
what  was  already  generally  known  in  the  colony 
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-^lunely,  that  the  colony  and  its  people  are  in 
« generally  prosperous  condition,  and  that  it  is 
a  oontinning  prosperity.  The  people  of  the 
colony  have  sense  and  judgment  to  know  when 
they  are  well  off.  The  Governor  says,  **  It  is 
aplea^iure  to  be  able  to  congratulate  you  again 
(U  ttie  marked  progress  and  continued  pro- 
sperity of  the  colony."  We  know  that  those 
Ais  not  merely  empty  words.  If  honourable 
members  will  take  the  trouble  to  investigate 
dooaments  they  will  find  that  the  statement 
I  have  alluded  to  is  correct.  The  colony  is 
in  a  very  prosperous  condition  to-day.  Those 
gentlemen  opposite  who  deny  it  are  oniy 
eony  they  are  not  on  the  Government  benxshes 
to  claim  the  credit.  It  will  be  a  bad  time  for 
the  colony  when  they  do  come  over  to  this 
side  of  the  House.  In  viniting  the  different 
diitricts  of  the  colony  the  Premier  is  not  only 
xisht,  but  it  is  his  duty  to  do  so.  The  Oppo- 
aitiaa  now  profess  they  do  not  so  much  object  to 
the  laws  passed  by  the  Government  as  to  their 
•dminiBttation  of  those  laws.  I  refer  to  their 
impression  as  to  how  the  laws  are  adminis- 
tered, because  they  do  not  know  the  full 
dfitaiU,  and  they  are  pimply  beating  the  air 
in  making  many  of  their  statements.  The 
Ocvemor  iays, — 

"Considerable  areas  of  land  have  been  pur- 
^haied  during  the  year  under  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Act.  The  number  of  applicants 
hi  exceeds  the  number  of  farms  available. 
I^posals  will  be  submitted  for  extending  the 
compolgory  taking  of  land  to  boroughs  and 
eobarban  lands,  in  order  to  enable  provision 
to  be  made  for  workmen^s  homes  and  villages, 
in  amendment  of  the  law  is  necessary,  to 
provide  that  in  all  oases  brought  before  a 
Compensation  Court  compensation  shall  be 
usessed  on  the  marketable  value  only." 

The  last-named  is  a  most  important  amend- 
ment. If  that  is  passed  it  will  insure  the  colony 
getting  land  required  for  the  use  of  the  people 
*t  its  present  fair  market- value.  I  heard  one 
bononrable  member  eay  a  day  or  two  ago  that 
it  would  be  time  enough  to  acquire  land  for 
settlement  when  the  whole  of  the  waste  lands 
of  the  Crown  had  been  occupied.  Some  of 
those  whom  the  Opposition  represent  possess 
the  cream  of  this  country,  and  no  doubt  they 
would  like  to  see  roads  to  and  settlement  in  the 
lMM:k  country,  because  by  the  time  these  works 
were  completed  their  land  would  be  worth  two 
or  three  times  its  present  value. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.—When  they  have  paid 
far  them. 

llr.  GRAHAM.— My  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Auckland  City  will  have  an  oppor- 
tanity  of  giving  a  speech,  and  he  will  have  his 
feu  sixty  minutes  to  do  it  in.  I  would  therefore 
Mk  him  not  to  interrupt  me  now.  In  reference 
to  the  revision  of  the  Customs  tariff,  His  Excel- 
lency says,  "If  adjustment  is  found  necessary 
*fter  investigation,  it  should  be  in  the  direction 
of  reducing  the  duties  on  the  necessaries  of  life." 
I  was  sorry  to  hear  the  honourable  member  for 
Dnnedin  City  (Mr.  Millar),  in  seconding  the 
Address  in  Reply,  say  that  he  disapproved  of 
this.    I  think  it  is  our  duty,  if  possible,  to  have 


an  equality  of  sacrifice  as  far  as  taxation  is  con- 
cerned, and  at  the  present  moment  my  impres- 
sion is  that  the  poorer  portion  of  the  community 
pay  far  more  than  their  just  proportion  of  the 
taxation  of  this  colony.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man said  that  the  loss  to  the  revenue  would  be 
£238,000,  while  the  gain  would  be  not  more  than 
six  or  seven  shillings  per  head  of  the  population 
to  the  people  of  the  colony. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — He  narrowed  it  down. 

Mr.  GRAHAM. — I  hope  he  will  continue  to 
narrow  it  down  until  he  is  able  t  j  support  re- 
duction in  the  Customs  duties  at  least  to  the 
extent  of  giving  free  admission  to  all  those 
things  that  are  required  by  the  gen»-ral  mass  of 
the  people  in. their  daily  life.  I  hope  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  will  be 
prepared  to  concede  that.  With  reference  to 
the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  I  am  very  glad  to 
see,  and  it  meets  with  my  cordial  approval, 
that  the  Government  propose  to  introduce  a 
Bill  to  amend  the  Act  in  the  direciion  of  re- 
ducing the  rate  of  interest — which  I  think  may 
be  safely  done — and  extenuing  the  operation  of 
the  Act  to  urban  and  suburban  districts.  Now, 
this  is  one  of  the  meaHures  the  Opposition  de- 
sire the  privilege  of  administering ;  but  when  it 
was  going  through  the  House  what  was  the 
Opposition  attitude  to  it  then  ?  Why,  they  did 
their  very  best  to  oppose  it  in  every  possible 
way ;  and  now  they  say  they  are  prepared  not  to 
interfere  with  it.  I  will  just  quote  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  preceded  me  in  referenoe 
to  this  Act,  as  he  is  a  leading  member,  and  fair 
representative  of  the  views  of  the  other  side. 
In  1894  Mr.  Duthie  said,— 

"The  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill  might  be 
suitable  for  electioneering  purposes,  but  it  is  a 
most  dangerous  departure — perhaps  the  most 
dangerous  Bill  that  has  been  before  the  House. 
He  hoped  the  Treasurer  would  withdraw  ic,  and 
put  it  into  the  pigeon-hole  with  that  cheap- 
postage  scheme  of  his,  and  let  them  lie  together 
as  monuments  of  the  honour.ible  gentleman. 
He  did  not  think  the  Bill  should  be  passed  by 
the  House." 

In  1898  Mr.  Duthie  said,— 

**  He  did  not  think  the  system  of  borrowing 
for  advances  to  settlers  was  good  in  principle. 
We  should  draw  the  department  to  a  clone,  and 
he  trusted  that  some  honourable  gentleman 
would  call  for  a  division,  in  whicii  case  he 
would  have  great  pleasure  in  voting  against 
the  Bill." 

And  he  did.  These  are  Mr.  Dathie's  ex- 
pressed views,  and  he  fairly  represents  the 
gentlemen  who  want  to  come  on  this  side  of 
the  House  for  the  purpof^e  of  administering 
these  laws.  Otlier  members  spoke  as  strongly 
against  this  Bill  as  Mr.  Duthie.  Tlie  rate  of 
interest  has  been  reduced  in  New  Zealand  very 
largely  since  this  Bill  became  law.  It  is  said 
this  measure  had  not  the  effect  of  reducing  the 
rate  of  interest.  I  do  not  say  that  it  wa^.  the 
only  factor,  but  it  certainly  had  a  large  in- 
fluence in  bringing  about  more  rapidly  the 
general  reduction  of  intt  rest  than  oiher«vise 
could  possibly  have  been  the  case.  That  goes 
without  saying,  and  if  any  member  will  read 
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the  Government  Advancea  to  Settlers  report 
for  the  year  ending  the  81st  March,  1899,  he 
will  cortainly  have  no  further  doubts  of  the 
^benefits  conferred  by  the  Act.  With  reference 
to  the  security  of  the  office,  the  report  tells 
us: — 

*'The  instalments  of  interest  and  principal 
to  Slst  March,  1898,  have  been  collected  in 
full,  no  sum  remaining  outstanding  on  Slst 
March,  1899.  To  a  date  six  months  later — 
namely,  SOch  September,  1898 — there  is  out- 
standing a  sum  of  £4  }.6s.  from  three  people." 

Then  we  heard  last  year  a  great  cry-out  from 
the  Opposition  with  reference  to  one  small 
property  in  the  north,  situated  at  Waverley, 
where  they  said  the  Government  was  going  to 
lose  Bomethiog  on  their  investment.  What 
the  report  says  is  this  : — 

"The  department  has  no  securities  on  its 
hands.  The  property  at  Waverley,  which  was 
referred  to  in  my  last  report,  was  quitted  with- 
out loss  to  an  improving  settler,  who  has 
erected  a  siz-roomed  house  on  the  land  and  has 
felled  150  acres  of  bush,  besides  efiecting 
other  improvements,  since  he  acquired  the 
place.    It  is  now  a  good  investmenc." 

That  is  the  result  after  the  Opposition  spend- 
ing nearly  as  much  money  as  the  whole  value 
of  that  security  in  discussing  the  action  of  the 
Commissioner  in  regard  to  it.  Then,  with 
reference  to  the  popularity  of  the  Act,  although 
only  in  force  for  a  short  time,  up  to  the  31st 
March  we  had  advanced  to  borrowers  £1,700,000, 
distributed  among  6,222  persons ;  and  the  se- 
curities the  colony  hold  for  that  £1,700,000 
amounted  to  £3,759,000,  or  more  than  two  mil- 
lions excess  of  security  beyond  the  amount  ad- 
vanced. So  that  an  immense  amount  of  good 
has  been  done  to  the  people  of  the  colony  with- 
out doing  the  slightest  possible  harm  or  risk  to 
the  colony  itself,  because  we  hold  as  security 
more  than  double  the  value  of  the  amount  we 
have  advanced.  With  reference  to  interest,  we 
received  last  year  £69,000,  while  the  interest  we 
had  to  pay  was  £47,000.  The  gross  cost  of  the 
management  of  the  office  was  £6,769,  reduced 
by  fees  from  borrowers  by  £2,055,  leaving  the 
net  cost  of  management  only  £4,814.  The  gross 
profit  for  the  year,  after  paying  the  £45,000  inter- 
est that  was  required  on  the  loan,  was  £22,412, 
and  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  manage- 
ment and  the  debit  balance  of  the  previous  year 
we  have  a  net  balance  in  our  favour  of  £12,871. 
I  am  quite  sure  that  no  Opposition  member 
even  will  now  stand  up  and  say  this  Act  has 
proved  a  dangerous  proposal,  or  that  it  ought 
never  to  have  been  passed.  It  has  done  not 
only  a  great  deal  of  direct  good,  but  also  a 
great  deal  of  indirect  good.  The  indirect  bene- 
fit has  been  perhaps  greater  than  the  direct 
good  it  has  done.  It  has  been  the  means  of 
bringing  down  the  rate  of  interest  charged  by 
private  lenders.  And  there  is  one  matter  I 
think  the  Government  should  now  take  into 
consideration  :  At  the  time  the  Act  was  passed 
it  was  stated  that  the  Government  would  be 
put  on  a  fair  footing  with  outside  lenders.  It 
was  said  the  department  would  have  to  pay  the 
mortgage -tax  the  same  as  outsiders.    That, 

Mr,  Oraham 


however,  is  not  so.    They  do  not  paymortg^e- 
tax,  whilst  outsiders  are  called  upon  to  pay  It 
That  is  one  blemish.      The  Premier  said  the 
object  of  the  Government  was  not  so  maoh  to 
create    a   money-lending   department  of  the 
State  as  to  compel  the  reduction  to  a  reason- 
able rate  of  the  amount  of  interest  which  wu 
charged  by  lenders  to  insure  money  being  lent 
in  the  colony  at  not  more  than  5  per  oent. 
If   that  end  were   attained   the  Goveromani 
would  be  perfectly  satisfied.     Now,  before  this 
Act  was  passed  the  ordinary  rates  of  interat 
were  7  and  8  per  cent,  and  upwards ;  and  the 
mortgagees  had  to  pay  a  tax — which  fell,  of 
course,  on  the  mortgagors — of  Id.  in  the  potmd 
on  the  amount  of  capital  invested.    Since  then 
outside  lenders  invest  their  money  at  ae  low 
or  lower  rates  than   the  Advances  to  Settlen 
Department.     As   an   encouragement  to  keep 
the  rate  of  interest  down,  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment ought   to    bring    down  an  amendment 
waiving  the  mortgage- tax  on  private  loans  bo 
long  as  the  interest  did  not  exceed  the  rate 
that  was  charged  by  the  Advances  to  Settlen 
Office,  such  lenders  to  pay  income-tax  instead; 
and  that  those  who  charge  higher  rates  should 
have  to  pay  the  penalty.     I  think  that  wonld 
be  only  fair.    Now,  with  reference  to  the  Marine 
Scandal,  the  subject  of  the  amendment  of  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition.    The  Opposition  have 
been  able  to  find  very  little  in  His  Excellenoy'i 
Speech  to  lay  hold  of.    The  Speech  confirms- 
outside  knowledge  as  to  the  advancement  d 
the  colony,  and  shows  that  a  leading  factor 
towards  that  advance  and  prosperity  has  been 
the  legislation  brought  about  by  the  preseoit 
Government.    They  cannot  honestly  contradict 
any  of  these  statements,  but  in  despair  the/ 
seize  hold  of  what  is  known  eis  the  "  Marine 
scandal."    Last  session  certain  private  mem- 
bers of   this   House,  through,  it  is  said,  offi- 
cials who  knew  the  particulars  and  withheld 
them  from  the  Government,  knew  more  tl^ao 
Ministers  themselves  ;  and  the  first  that  either 
the  Premier  or  the  Minister  of  Marine  knew  of 
this  matter  was  when  it  was 'stated  in  that 
way  by    a    private   member   of    this   Hoose^ 
What  did  the  Premier  then  say  ?  '  He  said  it 
was   the  first  he  knew  of  it,  but,  if  any  truth 
was  found   in  it,  it  would   be  probed  to  the 
bottom,  and  that  the  blame  should  he  plaoed 
on  the  right  shoulders.    By  their  action  in  thii 
direction  the  Government  have  shown  their 
desire  to  have  it  thoroughly  investigated.  They 
have  had  the  matter  brought  before  the  Supreme 
Court,  which,  I  make  bold  to  say,  is  a  more 
judicial  tribunal  than  this  House  would  be,  and 
the  result  was  that,  while  Ministers  were  ready 
and  willing,  and,  in  fact,  did  give  evidence  in 
the  case,  of  two  other  principal  parties  in  the 
case  one  declined  to  give  evidence,  and  the 
other  kept  conveniently  out  of  the  way,  and 
could  not  be  found.     Now,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  in  an  important  matter  of    this   kind, 
involving  the  safety  of  the  lives  of  the  people 
of  this  colony,  as  well  as  of  those  who  come 
from  abroad,  it  is  absolutely  neoessary  that 
the  administration  of  an  important   depart- 
ment like  this — which  issues    certificates  to- 
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men  who  will  have  the  responsibility  of  the 
lires  of  their  fellow- creatures — dhould  be  oon- 
docted  with  the  strictest  integrity.   The  Govern- 
ment, for  the  satisfaction  of  themselves  and  of 
the  colony,  have  decided  that  this  must  be  done, 
and  have  decided  that  a  Royal  Commission 
iboald  be  set  up,  thinking,  with  their  expe- 
rience— and  I  agree  with  them— that  it  was  a 
fsr  better  means  of  seeking  and  finding  out  the 
troth  than  any  parliamentary  Committee,  or 
thfto  the  whole  Parliament  in  Committee,  could 
possibly  be.     That,  of  course,  does  not  please 
the  Opposition.    If  the  Grovernment  had  said 
they  were  going  to  set  up  a  parliamentary  Com- 
mittee we  should  be  told,  "  We  want  a  Royal 
GommiBsion.    This  House  is  not  a  suitable  tri- 
bonal  for  a  matter  of  this  kind.'*    Bat,  because 
the  Government  set  up  a  Royal  Commission, 
the  Opposition  do  not  say  plain  out  they  want 
a  parliamentary  Committee,   but   they  want 
Nmething  else,  something  undefinab^e — they  do 
not  quite  seem  to  know  what.     I  do  not  know 
whether  they  want  this  House  to  do  it,  but,  if 
they  want  this  House  to  do  it,  I  would  respect- 
fully submit  to  honourable  gentlemen  that  our 
expenenoe  since  this  debate  started  shows  that 
it  would  be  a  most  unfit  tribunal  to  go  into 
ft  matter  of  this  kind.    As  to  Ministers  giv- 
ing eTideoce,  what  right  have  the  Opposition 
to  ny  that    Ministers  will    hide    themselves 
behind  their  official  positions,  and  decline  co 
give  evidence  ?      Ministers  have  shown   their 
willingDess — ^nay,   their   anxiety — to  give  evi- 
deoee  on  this  question.    They  have  given  it 
in  the  Supreme  Court ;   and,  if  it  is  found  that 
their  evidence  is  necessary — and  I  say  it  will  be 
MCttsary — and  they  are  asked  to  go  and  do  not 
go,  then  will  be  the  time  for  the  Opposition, 
and  I  believe    members  on  this  side  of    the 
HbuM  woDld    join    them    in    insisting    upon 
Ministers    giving    evidence,  or  otherwise   the 
Opposition    should  take  iheir  places  on  these 
benches.      7hat  is  ray  opinion  in  reference  to 
the  matter.      An  honourable  gentleman  who 
^ke  last  night  said  that  we  were  investigating 
the  question  and  taking  evidence  on  this  point. 
We  are  doing  nothing  of  the  kind ;  we  have  no 
evidence ;  it  is  mostly  hearsay,  except  what  we 
have  read  of   the  Supreme  Court  case.    Now, 
the  Royal  Commission  is  going  into  a  depart- 
mental investigation.    We  want  to  know  who 
u  the  man  or  men  who  had  knowledge,  and 
wbo  aToided   his  or  their  duty  of  informing 
IfinisterB,  and,  instead  of  doing  his  duty,  in- 
fomed  private  members;    and  who  was  the 
oQtside  man  pulling  the  strings  in  the  matter. 
We  want  to  go  to  the  bottom  of  all  the  circum- 
itances.    It  is  this  side  of  the  House  that  wants 
this  question  investigated  and  probed  to  the  very 
bottom ;  and  I  believe  the  members  of  the  Go- 
vernment are  themselves  as  anxious  to  have 
Uiis  sifted  as  any  member  of  the  House,  or  any 
nan  or  woman  in  New  Zealand.    With  refer- 
eooe  to  the  Midland  Railway,  my  honourable 
fiiend  Mr.  Dnthie  had  a  considerable  amount 
to  say.    He  Bympathised  very  greatly  with  the 
poor  debenture-holders.     Now,  I  sympathize 
with  them  too.    They,  by  I  might  almost  say 
false  pretences,  had  their  money  taken  from 


them  to  construct  this  line ;  but  not  by  the 
Government,  not  by  the  colony  —  it  was  by 
the  Midland  Railway  Company.  The  Midland 
Railway  Company  did  not  carry  out  its  con- 
tracts. The  debenture  -  holders  could  not 
occupy  a  position  superior  to  that  of  the 
company.  They  had  the  right  to  bring  their 
grievances  before  the  Courts  of  the  colonv  or 
to  have  them  arbitrated  upon.  They  have  done 
both.  The  matter  was  referred  to  arbitration. 
We  had  an  arbitrator  from  England,  who  sat 
alone.  He  was  not  a  resident  in  the  colony, 
and  was  not  biassed  in  any  way — certainly  not 
in  favour  of  the  colony.  If  there  could  have 
been  bias  it  would  probably  have  been  in 
favour  of  the  people  of  the  country  from 
whence  ho  came ;  but  we  got  a  man  who  was 
above  bias,  and  his  decision  was  entirely  in 
favour  of  the  colony.  After  that  a  Receiver 
was  appointed  on  behalf  of  the  debenture- 
holders,  and  the  question  arose  as  to  whether 
the  Receiver  could  take  possession  of  the  rail- 
way on  behalf  of  the  debenture  -  holders,  or 
whether  the  Government  should  retain  pos- 
session, and  that  question  was  brought  before 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  colony.  I  think  I 
saw  in  a  paper  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House 
this  session  something  in  reference  to  this 
matter,  which  had  been  folly  gone  into  by  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Judge  Edwards 
and  the  Chief  Justice  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Crown  was  entitled  to  costs  on  both 
applications,  to  be  paid  by  the  Receiver.  Now, 
these  people  had  a  fair  opportunity  to  state 
their  case.    Judge  Edwards  stated, — 

'*  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  case  of  the  de- 
benture-holders entirely  failed,  that  the  sum- 
mons on  behalf  of  the  Receiver  should  be  dis- 
missed, and  that  the  Crown  should  have  the 
costs  of  both  applications,  to  be  paid  by  the 
Receiver." 

In  the  Court  of  Appeal  the  Judges  stated, — 

**The  facts  of  the  case  have  been  so  fully 
gone  into  by  the  learned  Judges  in  the  Court 
below  that  there  is  no  occasion  for  us  to  discuss 
them.  We  entirely  concur  in  all  the  conclu- 
sions arrived  at  by  these  learned  Judges,  and 
in  the  reasons  by  which  their  conclusions  were 
arrived  at.     Appeal  dismissed,  with  costs." 

Now,  the  debenture-holders  have,  rightly,  I 
think,  taken  every  course  open  to  them,  in- 
cluding the  Court  of  Appeal  in  this  colony.  I 
understand  the  question  is  to  be  brought  be- 
fore the  Privy  Council,  and  then  we  shall  get 
finality.  Mr.  Duthie  asked  for  sympathy  for 
the  debenture- holders.  It  is  not  time  for 
sympathy  when  we  have  got  to  ascertain  who 
is  right  and  who  is  wrong.  They  are  fighting 
this  colony;  and  until  the  legal  question  is 
settled  the  question  of  sympathy  cannot  come 
in.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Government,  the 
Parliament,  or  the  country  want  to  take  the 
portion  of  the  Midland  Railway  that  is  finished 
without  giving  for  it  its  fair  value  of  to-day.  I 
think  that  the  feeling  of  the  colony  would  be  in 
favour  of  reimbursing  these  debenture-holders 
up  to  the  extent  of  the  difference  between  what 
the  railways  owe  the  colony  and  their  present 
value.     I  think  that  would  be  fair.     There  is 
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K  Q  really  no  ground  for  members  opposite 
condemniDg  the  Government  with  re- 
ference to  this  Midland  Railway.  Then,  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  said  the  working- 
people  were  not  so  prosperous  now  as  they  for- 
merly were.  Where  did  he  get  that  informa- 
tion from  ? 

Captain  BUSSELL.~From  practical  ex- 
perience. 

Mr.  6BAHAM.— Then,  I  say,  Sir,  that  the 
practical  experience  of  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  in  his  fortunate  grade  of  life  does 
not  lead  him  to  the  broad  experience  he  would 
gain  if  he  was  in  a  lower  position  in  life,  where 
he  would  come  more  in  contact  with  the 
working- people.  I  can  tell  him  that  since  the 
cheap-money  scheme  of  the  Government  came 
into  force  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  has  been 
enhanced  tenfold.  Before  that,  some  people 
used  to  lend  their  money  out  at  8  or  9  per 
cent.,  but  now,  when  they  can  get  only  4  or  4} 
per  cent.,  they  invest  it  in  other  ways.  In  my 
ov^n  district  the  prosperity  at  present  is  greater, 
both  in  general  business  and  in  mechanical 
trades,  than  ic  has  been  for  a  long  time  past, 
and  I  am  sure,  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  carry  his  experience  a  little  further 
and  walk  round  Wellington,  he  will  see  the 
evidences  of  proi^perity  on  almost  every  hand. 
Substantial  buildings  are  going  up  in  every 
direction,  showing  the  advancement  and  pro- 
sperity of  the  place.  Then,  he  said— and  I 
agree  with  him — it  was  a  disgrace  that  people 
who  could  well  afford  it  should  allow  their  aged 
parents  to  come  on  the  State  for  aid.  He 
ought  to  know,  however,  that  many  are  not 
in  that  fortunate  position  that  most  of  the 
members  of  the  Opposition  occupy  in  regard 
to  personal  wealth,  and,  however  willing  some 
people  may  be  to  maintain  their  parents,  they 
cannot  possibly  do  so  without  sacrificing 
necessities  that  are  required  for  their  wives 
and  children.  I  have  myself  heard  a  gentle- 
man of  high  position  say  that  a  man  has  no 
right  to  get  married  until  he  is  quite  sure  he 
will  not  be  called  upon  to  keep  his  parents. 
That  is  rather  an  absurd  proposition.  The  leader 
of  the  Opposition  went  a  certain  length  in  con- 
demning old-age  pensions,  but  scarcely  any  of 
his  side  of  the  House  have  been  outspoken 
enough  to  say  they  absolutely  object  to  the 
principle  of  the  Bill.  It  has  been  left  to  the 
new  member  of  the  House,  Sir,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Tuapeka,  to  fearlessly  con- 
demn it— to  come  here  and  tell  us  that 
ho  does  not  care  for  the  opinion  of  his  con- 
stituents, nor  for  anybody  else,  and  that  he 
disagrees  with  the  Old-age  Pensions  Act 
in  every  shape  and  form.  To  him  the  Old- 
age  Pensions  Act  is  a  monstrous  thing.  Well, 
I  do  not  know  what  his  conetituency  is  like, 
but  not  many  members  would  dare  to  speak  in 
a  similar  fashion.  I  have  mure  sympathy  with 
the  poor  people  than  to  say  such  a  thing,  and, 
if  the  honourable  member  had  attended,  as  I 
have,  in  the  Pensions  Court  when  some  of  the 
claims  were  investigated,  he  would  have  found 
that  some  of  the  claimants  did  not  even 
possess  half   the  amount  of   the  pension   on 
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which  to  keep  themselves.  It  is  all  very  well 
for  gentlemen  in  an  assured  position  to  B&y 
that  other  people  ought  to  keep  themselves, 
and  that  nobody  at  all  ought  to  be  assisted  by 
the  State.  That  i-;  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said  last  night.  "  Paddle  your  own  canoe, 
do  the  best  you  can,  and  if  you  fail  we  will  kick 
you  out  of  the  wa}',"  appears  to  be  his  prin- 
ciple. But  he  should  remember  that  it  is  not 
given  to  every borly  to  be  successful  in  life,  and 
that  a  man's  nuccess  does  not  always  depend 
on  his  merit  or  abi.ity.  Sir,  I  am  glad  the 
honourable  gentleman  can  do  without  the 
old-ago  pension,  but  I  am  sorry  indeed  to  hear 
him  say  he  would  do  hi?  best  to  repeal  this 
measure.  And  it  must  be  remembered  that 
it  is  his  side  that  is  wanting  to  get  on  to  tbe 
Government  benches.  I  would  ask  the  people 
of  the  colony  to  remember  that.  These  are 
the  sort  of  people  who  desire  to  administer  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Act,  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Act,  and,  above  all,  the  Old-age  Pen- 
sions Act.  The  people  may  thus  know  what  to 
expect  when  the  Opposition  come  over  to  this 
side  of  the  House.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's discretion  may  not  prove  equal  to  bis 
assurance,  he  will  be  an  energetic  member,  aotl 
if  he  comes  over  here  I  am  sure  he  will  take  a 
considerable  hand  in  trying  to  do  what  he  new 
threatens.  I  sincerely  hope  the  country  will 
take  note  of  the  words  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man :  that  he  condemns  the  helping  of  the  aged 
poor,  who,  having  struggled  through  life,  have 
arrived  at  old  age,  and  who,  through  misfor- 
tune, are  unable  to  maintain  themselves ;  aod 
that  our  aged  parents  are  to  be  turned  aside  in 
favour  of  those  who  have  means  of  their  own, 
and  who  do  not  require  assistance  from  the 
State. 

Mr.  MOOBE  (Kaiapoi).— Mr.  Speaker,  I  do 
not  think  any  one  on  this  side  of  the  House,  oi 
even  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  will  ac- 
cuse the  member  for  Nelson  City  of  having  the 
courage  of  the  member  for  Tuapeka  in  stating 
plainly,  as  he  does,  to  his  constituents  anything 
he  thinks  may  be  disagreeable  to  them.  I  do 
not  think  there  is  any  posbibility  of  our  doing 
anything  of  the  sort.  The  member  for  Nelson 
City  said  he  would  not  dare  to  make  staie- 
ments  to  hi.s  constituents  that  the  member  for 
Tuapeka  ban  made  to  his.  Well,  I  always 
think  well  of  any  man  who  has  the  courage  of 
his  convictions ;  but  I  really  believe — and  I 
have  said  so  on  the  public  platform  myself^ 
that  if  the  division  on  the  third  reading 
of  the  Old-Rge  Pensions  Bill  had  only  been 
takan  by  beillot,  there  would  not  have  been 
anything  like  the  majority  there  was  in  favonr 
of  it  last  session.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  of 
that.  I  have  been  myself  called  to  task  by  a 
few  of  my  constituents  because  I  voted  against 
the  third  reading  of  that  Bill ;  but  if  the  same 
opportunity  came  to  me  again,  under  similar 
circumstances  to  thoRe  that  then  obtained,  I 
would  certainly  do  the  same  thing.  However, 
I  am  not  going  to  touch  further  on  that 
measure  just  now,  but  will  give  my  view 
of  a  pension  system  later  on.  The  honour- 
able   member    for    Nelson    City    commeDced 
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hii  speech  bj  calling  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Dathie)  to  task  for 
not  paying  much  attention  to  the  amendment 
before  the  Hoose,  or  to  the  Qovemor's  Speech. 
He  said  the  honourable  gentleman  had  gone 
into  general  matters,  and  had  left  other  points 
severely  alone.    Well,  as  he  went  on  I  thought 
U  was  a  case  of  Satan  reproving  sin,  because 
the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  City  devoted 
only  five  minutes  at  the  end  of  hi  a  speech  to 
what  has  been  rightly  designated  from  one  end 
of  the  colony  to  the  other  as  the  '*  Marine 
Kandal."    I  do  not  know  if  one  can  break  any 
new  ground  at  this  stage  of  the  debate  in  refer- 
ence to  that  unfortunate  matter.    Early  in  the 
dsbate  we  bad  an  excellent  speech  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea,  who  gave  us  the 
history  of  the  whole    matter  from  the  very 
beginning  to  the  present  stage,  and  I  would  ad- 
vise those  who  had  not  the  pleasure  of  listening 
to  that  honourable  gentleman's  speech  to  care- 
fnll?  look  it  up  in  Hansard^  where  they  will 
find  tiie  whole  matter  set  out.    I  think  it  would 
be  much  better  for  us  to  leave  it  in  that  form, 
where  all  the  points  of  the  case  will  be  found, 
than  for  honourable  members  generally  to  go 
into  details  in  connection  with  it.   I  am  not  dis- 
posed, however,  to  pass  it  over  altogether,  for  I 
zegretto  say  that  the  Premier,  when  speaking  a 
short  time  ago  in  Wellington,  was  good  enough 
to  accose  the  Opposition  of  making  deliberate 
misreprefientations  in   reference   to  this    par- 
ticular scandal.    We  are  told,  '*  He  defended 
the  Marine    Department    against   the    Jones 
seaodal,  accusing  the  Opposition  of  deliberate 
misrepresentations,  and  denied  that  he  or  his 
eolleague  had  been  guilty  of  fraud."     I  do  not 
know  if  any  member  of  the  Opposition   has 
stated  in  so  many  words  that  they  do  consider 
that  he  or  his  colleague  has  done  anything  in 
the  shape  of  fraud.     We  have  not  given  our 
verdict  at  all.     We  have  simply  taken   the 
evidence  as  it  has  been  given  to  the  public,  and 
the  statements  that  have  been  made  by  the 
honourable    gentlemen    themselves,    and    we 
hawe  left  the  general  public  to  draw  their  own 
oonelusions.    But,  Sir,  I  think  it  is  only  right, 
ilthoagh   the  matter  has  been  gone  into  in 
detail,  that  we  should  emphasize  and  place 
on  record  the  statements  that  have  been  made 
by  these  honourable  gentlemen,  some  of  which, 
I  think  it  will  be  admitted,  are  of  a  very  con- 
tradictory nature.    We  know  very  well  that, 
however  good  a  speech  may  be  made  by  a 
member,  as  a  rule  it  is  only  his  constituents 
who  read  that  speech,  and  therefore  if  it  is  left 
to  one  speech  there  ia  the  possibility  of  the 
eoontry  not  being  so  enlightened  as  it  might  be 
in  matters  important  to  the  community.     I  am 
going  to  hanf^ardise  some  of  the  statements 
made  by  the  Premier  and  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
« lie  Works  in  relation  to  this  particular  and 
unfortunate  Marine  scandal.    The  House  will 
remember  that  the  Premier  was  interviewed  in 
reference  to  this  matter  very  early  in  Dunedin, 
when  he  deliberately  stated   that  he  had  no 
knowledge  whatever  either  of  the  certilioate  or 
of  this  man  Jones,  to  whom  it  was  granted  : — 
"  Ur.  Seddon  referred  to  the  statement  made 


by  the  Otago  Daily  Titnea  correspondent  in 
Wellington,  to  the  effect  that  he  (Mr.  Seddon) 
wrote  to  Mr.  Hall-Jones  on  the  day  he  left  for 
London,  asking  his  colleague  to  do  the  best  he 
could  for  Captain  Jones.  *The  statement  is 
an  absolute  fabrication,  without  the  slightest 
foundation,'  said  the  Premier.  *  I  never  spoke 
to  Mr.  Hall- Jones  about  Captain  Jones's  exami- 
nation, nor  did  I  write  to  him.'" 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  MOOBE. — The  honourable  gentleman 
says  *'  Hear,  hear."  The  honourable  gentle- 
man did  not  write.  There  is  a  distinction 
between  a  telegram  and  writing,  or  I  suppose 
an  Under-Secretary  wrote  the  telegram,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  wants  to  shelter 
him.<^elf  behind  one  of  his  Under-Secretaries. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES.— You  do  not  under- 
stand. 

Mr.  MOOBE. — Perhaps  I  do  not  understand. 
I  do  not  understand  the  difference  between  a 
noun  and  a  verb,  perhaps.  Perhaps  I  do  not 
exactly  know  what  the  word  *' permit"  means, 
or  the  application  of  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  never  either  wrote  or  sent 
a  telegram  in  reference  to  the  examination. 

Mr.  MOORE.— When  I  read  the  honourable 
gentleman's  evidence  a  little  later  on,  perhaps 
be  will  be  able  to  put  his  construction  on  the 
telegram : — 

"I  went  away  in  April,  and  the  examina- 
tion took  place  in  July.  The  first  thing  I  knew 
of  Captain  Jones  or  the  certificate  was  after 
the  speech  had  been  made  by  Mr.  John  Hut- 
cheson  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives.  The 
evidence  given  by  Mr.  Allport  was  incorrect." 

The  first  thing  he  knew  of  Captain  Jones  1  I 
think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  the  House  later 
on  that  he  knew  something  of  Captain  Jones 
about  two  years  ago,  yet  here  he  says  he  knew 
nothing  about  Captain  Jones  prior  to  the 
occurrence  in  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  have  known  him  for 
twenty  years. 

Mr.  MOORE. — The  honourable  gentleman 
admits  he  knew  Captain  Jones  long  before  this 
affair,  and  probably  he  knows  something  about 
a  particular  incident  some  two  years  ago. 
*'  The  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Allport  was  in- 
correct." I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Allport  is  incorrect  or  not ; 
but  a  little  bit  later  on  what  do  we  get  ? — 

**  In  answer  to  Mr.  Gully,  Mr.  Seddon  stated 
that,  while  acting  as  Minister  of  Marine,  an 
application  by  Jones  for  what  was  known  as 
a  Fervice  certificate  had  several  times  come 
before  him.  It  was  referred  to  the  Customs, 
and  witness  read  the  minute  by  ^Ir.  Glasgow, 
secretary  to  the  department,  that  the  required 
service  was  not  proved,  and  the  certificate 
could  not  be  issued.  Witness  minuted  the 
application  accordingly.  A  further  application 
was  made,  and  a  deputation  waited  on  him, 
who  placed  a  number  of  documents,  letters, 
&c.,  before  him,  which  ca'^t  a  doubt  in  his 
mind.  .  .  .  Before  leaving  for  Home  he 
sent  a  telegram,  on  the  17th  April,  to  Mr.  Hall- 
Jones,  the  Minister  of  Marine,  respecting  the 
service   certificate,  as   follows :    '  I   should   be 
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glad  if  you  would  have  question  of  issuing 
certificate  to  Captain  Jones,  of  '*  Duco," 
settled.  From  papers  presented  to  me,  am  of 
opinion  he  ia  entitled  to  what  he  wants,  and 
is  much  more  highly  qualified  than  " — certain 
names  mentioned.  "  Captain  Allman  thinks 
highly  of  him.*  '* 

After  the  deputation  had  waited  on  the 
honourable  gentleman  he  saw  through  different 
spectacles.  I  suppose  there  was  some  power 
behind  the  deputation,  and  he  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  somebody  more  than  Captain 
Jones  would  be  conciliated  if  he  would  do  what 
might  be  termed  the  correct  thing  in  granting 
the  certificate.  "  Cross-examined  :  The  ques- 
tion of  service  had  been  going  on  for  nearly 
two  years."  Hn  stated  to  the  people  of  Dun- 
edin  that  he  did  not  know  anythiog  about 
Captain  Jone^,  while  here  we  have  it  in  his  own 
evidence  that  he  knew  him  nearly  two  years 
before,  and  the  question  had  been  under  con- 
sideration for  this  time  : — 

**  I  understand  a  number  of  persons  had  in- 
terested themselves  in  the  matter.  The  posi- 
tion witness  took  up  was  that,  if  Jones  gave 
the  requisite  proof,  by  afii'^avit  or  otherwise,  of 
setvicc,  he  onght  to  have  the  certificate,  being 
otherwise  well  qualified.  There  were  some 
fresh  papers  submitted  by  the  deputation,  and 
they  were  sent  on  to  Captain  Allman.  Witness 
either  said  or  minuted,.*  Can  nothing  be  done 
for  Jones?'  Captain  Allman  minuted  the  en- 
velope that  nothing  could  be  done,  and  all  the 
papers  were  sent  back  to  Jones.'* 

So  you  will  see  that  up  to  this  time  Captain 
Allman  bad  no  thought  of  assisting  Captain 
Jones  to  get  his  certificate,  although  the  Pre- 
mier of  the  colony  had  said,  '*  Can  anything  be 
done  for  Jones?** — a  sort  of  appeal  to  one  of 
his  own  of!icer8  to  do  what  he  could  to  get  the 
certificate  for  Captain  Jones.  Then,  coming  to 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  and  Marine, 
that  honourable  gentleman  said,  '|  He  had 
been  repeatedly  interviewed  by  Captain  Jones 
about  this  service  certificate,  but,  owing  to 
gross  inaccuracies  in  his  statement  of  service, 
he  refused  to  issue  it.*'  The  Premier  was 
prepared  to  issue  it  if  he  got  an  affidavit 
from  this  man,  although  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  could  not  take  this  man*s  word  on 
account  of  inaccuracies  in  his  statements  ;  but 
all  these  inaccuracies  were  to  be  overlooked 
provided  the  man  would  make  an  affidavit, 
whatever  the  affidavit  might  be  worth.  **  After 
receiving  the  Premier*s  telegram  he  brought 
Captains  Jones  and  Allman  face  to  face."  Tbe 
honourable  gentleman  had  not  courage  enough 
to  decide  for  himself,  and  when  he  got  instruc- 
tions from  his  chief  he  brought  the  two  officers 
face  to  face  in  order  that  they  might  advise 
what  was  to  be  done  : — 

"The  latter  said  that  the  defendant  was  not 
entitled  to  a  service  certificate,  but  suggested 
that  he  might  go  up  for  a  certificate  of  compe- 
tence. Captain  Jones  made  some  remark  as  to 
his  doubt  of  being  able  to  go  through  such  an 
examination,  and  Captain  Allman  said  it  was 
a  very  simple  matter.  Then  Captain  Allman 
mentioned  that  Captain  Jones  might  not  have 
Mr.  Moore 


qualified  to  sit  for  examination,  and  a  permit 
might  have  to  be  issued.  Witness  made 
a  note  on  an  envelope  to  get  the  informa- 
tion on  the  point  from  Mr.  Glasgow.  .  .  . 
As  Captain  Allman  was  Chief  Examiner  and 
Nautical  Adviser,  witness  thought  he  might  si 
well  get  the  information  from  him  as  from 
Mr.  Glasgow,  and  handed  him  the  envelope  ha 
had  marked  with  the  memorandum,  'Jodm, 
Duco. — Permit  Exam.  Master  * — '  permit*  being 
used  as  a  noun  and  not  as  a  verb ;  and  that 
was  the  last  he  saw  of  it.  Till  this  year 
he  heard  no  more  of  Captain  Jones's  examina- 
tion, which  had  passed  out  of  his  mind  alto- 
gether.** 

If  the  honourable  gentleman  had  intended 
that  to  be  an  inquiry  for  one  of  the  heads  of 
his  department,  it  is  a  strange  thing  that  be 
should  let  it  go  for  a  whole  year,  and  know 
nothing  whatever  about  it,  and  get  no  reply 
to  the  inquiry  which  he  wished  to  be  mtuk. 
Surely  the  honourable  gentleman,  if  he  ii 
really  in  charge  of  the  department,  would  ban 
expected  some  reply  to  have  been  made  to  tbe 
inquiiT. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Too  hard-worked. 

Mr.  MOORE. — I  hope  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  not  been  too  hard- worked  while  hi& 
chief  has  been  travelling  about  the  country. 
His  chief  evidently  has  nrglected  his  duty  in 
connection  with  departmental  work.  The 
honourable  member  for  Nel<^on  City  has  jnst 
paid  that  private  members  knew  more  about 
this  matter  than  the  Primo  Minister  himself. 

An  Hon.  Member. — '*  Had  been  told  more 
about  it.'* 

Mr.  MOORE.—"  Had  been  told  more  about 
it.**  Well,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  private 
members  do  know  more  about  what  is  going  on 
in  connection  with  departments  than  Ministers 
do,  or  even  in  connection  with  the  public  bnfi- 
nesH  of  the  colony  ?  I  do  not  suppose  the 
Premier  during  the  recess  spent  10  per  cent,  of 
his  time  in  Wellington  attending  to  his  depart- 
mental duties.  I  believe,  so  far  as  his  depart- 
mental work  is  concerned,  it  has  been  almost 
entirely  neglected.  It  is  not  to  he  wondered 
at,  then,  that  such  members  as  the  member 
for  Palmerston  and  the  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  have  been  able  to  get  information 
that  the  right  honourable  doctor  has  not  bees 
able  to  get.  The  whole  thing  from  the  very 
beginning,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  doei 
not  reflect  very  much  credit  on  the  Minister. 
But,  Sir,  I  should  not,  perhaps,  have  gone  into 
this  matter  as  I  have  done  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  statement  made  by  the  Premier  on  tbe 
public  platform,  in  Wellington,  that  we  have 
been  misrepresenting  the  whole  thing  from  be- 
ginning to  end.  I  ask  the  House,  and  I  ask 
the  country,  whether  a  plain  statement  of  the 
facts  can  be  looked  upon  as  misrepresentation?  • 
We  have  done  nothing,  so  far  as  giving  a  ver- 
dict is  concerned.  We  have  not  said  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  his  colleagues  have 
been  guilty  of  doing  something  which  they 
ought  not  to  have  done  in  connection  with  the 
department,  but  have  merely  brought  out  the 
facts. 
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Mr.  SEDDON.^Toa  will  do  so  if  yoa  vote 
fat  the  amendmenfe. 

Mr.  MOORE.— I  shftll.vote  for  the  amend- 
ocDt,  and  I  shall  do  so  in  order  that  we  maj 
dng  from  the  Premier  the  information  he  has 
nfued  to  give  to  a  previous  Royal  Gommission. 
Tke  honoarable  gentleman  has  himself  stated  it 
woald  be  unoonatitutional  that  the  Premier  or 
i  Ifisister  shoald  be  oompelled  to  give  evidence 
before  a  Royal  Commission,  and   that  he  is 
NSDODsible  to  this  House  and   to  this  House 
qdI't.   Weill  if  that  be  the  case,  the  honourable 
gentlemaii  should  stiok  to  his  guns,  and  should 
be  prepared  to  give  evidence  before  a  Oom- 
mittee  such  as  would  be  set  up  by  this  House. 
We  do  not  want  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
be  able  to  plead  privilege  in  future,  and  to  refuse 
to  give  the  evidence  we  feel  sure  he  is  able  to 
give  to  help   to    clear   up    this    unfortunate 
Mirioe  scandal.    Now,   I    am    not    going  to 
hboor  that  question  further.    I  understand  the 
Premier  has    been   influenced  by   a   certain 
unoimt  of — shall  I  say  ? — pressure  from   his 
own  party,  and  that  he  has  said  in  their  caucus 
that  he  ie  prepsxed    to  give  evidence  before 
tiaii  Gommission.    I  ask  the  Premier  to  say 
li  that  is  80.     Of  course,   if  it  is   we    shall 
haie   the  evidence   brought    out;    but    that 
infonoation  which  the  Premier  was  prepared 
toffn  to  a  party  caucus  he  declined  to  give  to 
tbie  House.    If  he  is  prepared  to  give  evidence 
before  the  Commission,  and  declines  to  give  an 
uuwer  to  that  question,  I  can  then  only  come 
to  the  eonclusion  that  it  is  owing  to  the  fact 
|liat  his  own  people  disapprove  of  his  action 
is  the  matter,  and    have   brought   sufficient 
pnesore  to  bear  upon  the  honourable  gentle- 
loan  to  give  evidence  before  the  Commission 
when  it  is  set  up.     Now,  I  am  going  to  say  one 
or  two  words  with  reference  to  subjects  which 
I  consider  ought   to  have  been  dealt  with  in 
the  Governor's    Speech.     There    are    several 
emissions,  and  no  reference  is  made  to  one  of 
the  most  important  matters  that  we  have  to 
<lisoQ88  at  the  present  stage  of  the  history  of 
the  colony — that  is,  the  question  of  our  trade 
nlations  with  the  other  colonies.     I  consider 
chat  is  one  of  the  most  important  questions 
^  we  can  disoass  during  the  session.    Then, 
we  have   no   reference   made    to    the    penny 
postage.    I  think  we  have  an  Act  at  the  pre- 
Bent  time  on  the  statute-book  giving  the  Post- 
master General  power  to  make  regulations  to 
ndoee  the  postage  down  to  Id.,  and  I  do  not 
tiunk  it  is  at  all  necessary  to  have  legislation 
in  eonneetion  with  it.    Then,  there  is  the  ques- 
^  of  the  reduction  of  interest  upon  loans  to 
ioeal  bodies.    There  is    no  doubt   that  some 
legislation  is  required  in  this  direction,  and 
that  it  would  be  a  fitting  time,  when  interest 
>*  being  reduced  all  round,  that  the  Premier 
■hoold  take  into  consideration  the  advisability 
of  bringing  in  legislation  for  this  purpose.    We 
blow  that  the  local  bodies  are  paying  a  very 
liigh  rate  of  interest — far  beyond  the  present 
vslne  of  money — and  it  would  be  a  very  great 
telief  to  them  to  have  something  done  in  the 
shape  of  consolidating  the  loans  and  reducing 
the  rates  of  interest.    But  matters  of  this  sort, 


I  suppose,  are  to  be  set  on  one  side  because  such 
things  as  the  Marine  scandal  have  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  honourable  members.    Another 
matter  I  think  we  should  have  had  introduced 
into  the  Governor's  Speech  is  the  reform  of 
the  Legislative   Council.    Then,  I  do  not  see 
anything    in    the    Speech    bearing  upon   the 
question  of  local-government  reform.     We  had 
two  bulky  Bills  brought  forward  last  session. 
1  do  not  know  whether  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  had  them    distributed    during  the 
recess  among  the  local  bodies,  so  that  the  mem- 
bers of  local  bodies  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  studying  them  and  making  suggestions  upon 
them.    That  may  have  been  done,  but  I  have 
not  seen  any  of  them  distributed  amongst  the 
local  bodies:  but  if  the  Premier  assures  us  that 
it  hflks  been  done,  I  shall  accept  that  assurance. 
These  matters  that  I  have  referred  to  are  of 
very  great  importance,  and  I  think  they  ought 
to  have  had  a  prominent  position  in  connection 
with  His  Excellency's  address.     Now,  Sir,  the 
mover  of  the  Address  in  Reply  advocated  a  reci- 
procity treaty  with  the  Australian  Colonies.    I 
have  already  said  that  this  is  a  matter  that 
ought  to  have  been  referred  to  in  His  Excel- 
lency's Speech.    It  is  one  of  the  most  important 
that  we  could  discuss  at  the  present  time,  and 
if  we  had  a  special  session  and  devoted  three  or 
four  months  to  this  question  alone,  and  arrived 
at  a  satisfactory  conclusion  in  respect  of  it,  it 
would  be  time  well  spent.     But,  although  tbia 
is  a  burning  question  throughout  the  Australian 
Colonies,  the  Gk>vernment,  up  to  the  present 
time,   have  done  nothing  towards  putting  us 
upon  an    equal   footing  in    respect   to  trade 
relations.     Session  after  session  attention  has 
been  called  to  this  important  matter,  and  yet 
the  Premier  has  stated  upon  one  occasion  that 
rather  than  federate  with  the  other  colonies 
he  would  lose  the  whole  of  the  trade  we  have 
with  those  colonies.    Well,  I  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  could  not  have  given  that  atten- 
tion to  this  important  matter  that  it  deserves. 
The  honourable  gentleman  must  know  that  our 
trade  with  the  other  colonies  is  very  extensive, 
and  that  it  is  growing.    It  is  really  about  one 
seventh  of  the    whole    of  our  export    trade, 
including  the  trade  with  the  Mother-country. 
Last    year  we    exported    to    the    Australian 
Colonies  produce  to  the  value  of  £1,474,887, 
and    the    bulk    of    that    produce    was    of    a 
perishable  nature,  of  such  a  nature  that  we 
should  not  have  been  able  to  send  it  to  foreign 
countries  at  great  distances ;   and  we  imported 
from  them  goods  to  the  value  of  £1,158,865,  so 
that  we  have  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  colony 
of  no  less  than  £316,022.    You  can  see  that 
keeping  the  door  open  for  Australian  trade  must 
be  of  very  great  advantage  to  us.    If  we  were  im- 
porting more  than  we  are  exporting,  or  if  the 
balance  of  trade  were  equal,  it  would  not  be 
of  so  much  importance  to  us  that  the  ports 
of  the  other  colonies  should  be  kept  open  to  us. 
Then,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  will  look 
into  the  matter  he  will  see  that  the  bulk  of  the 
trade  was  done  with  a  free-trade  port.    We 
sent  last  year  nearly  a  million  pounds'  worth 
of  produce — the  exact  figures  are  £910,416— to 
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STdney,  so  tbafe  with  one  colony  alone  we  are 
able  to  do  nearly  a  million  pounds'  worth  of 
trade.  Our  imports  from  tnat  colony  were 
£641,804,  po  tbat  we  had  a  balance  in  our 
favour  of  £268,612,  or  a  balance  from  the  one 
colony  of  over  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  money. 
This  quehtion  is  really  one  of  very  great  im- 
portance, And  I  think  the  House  and  country 
should  make  it  a  really  live  question,  and,  if 
things  can  only  be  done  by  pressure,  then  that 
we  should  btiiig  enough  pressure  with  reference 
to  trade  wiib  the  other  colonies  to  get  something 
done  in  the  interests  of  this  country. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  (Riccarton).  — Sir,  I 
should  like  to  ask  a  question  without  notice. 
I  want  to  know  whether  the  Premier  will  lay 
the  Ruyal  commission,  which  has  been  issued, 
before  the  House.  The  Police  commission 
was  published  in  the  QaBette^  and  there  can  be 
nocoi  stiiutional  reason  against  the  same  being 
done  in  this  cnRe. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— I  the  other  day 
told  the  Itader  of  the  Opposition  I  would  look 
into  the  mazier,  and  decide  upon  precedent. 
I  think  the  n^ual  course  is  that  a  commission, 
given  under  the  hand  of  His  Excellency,  must 
be  first  returried  to  him  before  it  is  dealt  with. 

Mr.  ROLLE^TON.— That  is,  published.  The 
Police  coDiniission  was  published  at  once,  and 
BO  ought  commissions  generally. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — The  usual  course  is  for  the 
Gommihsioners  themselves  to  read  the  com- 
mission when  they  sit.  When  that  is  done  I 
shall  comply  with  request  made.  What  I  have 
said  before,  and  say  again,  is  that  the  Com- 
mission is  wide  in  scope,  and  that  the  time  for 
reporting  is  limited.  If  anything  in  the  way 
of  wide  ning  i:)  required  when  brought  before  us 
we  will  give  the  matter  the  fullest  considera- 
tion.   As  I  s^ay,  I  wish  it  to  be  wide. 

-  OQ         Mr.*  MOORE.— I  wish  now  to  refer 

'    to  the  return  of  imports  and  exports 

between  New    Zealand    and  the  other  most 

important  coloiiies  of  Australasia,  outside  of 

New  South  Wales. 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Victoria          ..  £332,422 

£400,773 

Queensland   ..      119,743 

29,253 

South  Au&tralia     28,802 

30,829 

Ta^-mania       ..       35,821 

40,551 

West  Australia             278 

63,065 

£517,061  £564,471 
This  leaves  a  balance  of  £47,410  in  favour  of 
New  Zealand.  Of  course,  in  connection  with 
the  whole  of  the  colonies  I  have  just  referred  to, 
it  is  to  be  remembered  that  they  have  a  pro- 
tective policy,  which  tends  to  restrict  the  trade 
we  may  do  with  them.  Honourable  members 
will  tee  that  there  is  a  very  wide  difference  be- 
tween the  baUnce  of  trade  we  have  with  New 
South  Wales  as  compared  with  the  balance  of 
trade  we  have  with  the  other  Australian  colo- 
nies. You  will  see  that,  so  far  as  concerns  the 
whole  of  the  colonies  excepting  New  South 
Wale ',  t)ie  total  balance  of  trade  in  favour  of 
New  Zealand  is  only  £47,410,  whilst  with  New 
South  Wales  we  have  over  a  quarter  of  a  mil- 
lion in  our  favour.  Of  course,  this  will  show 
Mr.  Moore 


the  necessity  for  bringing  about  some  ineiiu 
whereby  we  may  have  an  open  door  with  the 
other  Australian  colonies.    New  South  Wslei 
is  the  only  colony  that  takes  in  our  goods, 
comparatively  speaking,  free,  and  if  that  door 
be  closed  against  us  it  will  tend  to  diminish 
the  trade  we  shsJl  have  in  that  direction.    We 
may  look  upon  Federation  now  almost  as  so 
established  fact.    The  mother-colony  has  by 
a  very  large  majority  decided  in   favour  of 
federation,  and  it  was  owing  in  very  great 
measure  to  the  adverse  vote  taken  last  year 
that    nothing    was    done    then    to   bring  ii 
about.      But    now    that    New    South    Wales 
hflus     reversed    that    vote    there    cannot    be 
any  doubt  at  all  that  it  will  be  an  accomplished 
fact  in  the  near  future.    The  Home  Parlia- 
ment, in  all  probability,   will  deal  with  the 
matter  during  next  session,  and  after  that  we 
may  look  forward  to  the  other  colonies  fede- 
rating.    It  is  quite  understood  that,  once  fede- 
ration is  brought  about,  they  will  have  a  xuii- 
form    tariff    against  all    what    we    may  oiU 
**  foreign  countries  " — or,  in  other  words,  ths 
countries  that  are  outside  the  Federation— and 
they  will  have  free-trade  within  the  federated 
colonies.    It  has  been  moved  already  in  the 
New  South  Wales  Parliament  that  their  tarifi 
should  be  made  uniform  with  those  of  the  other 
colonies ;  so  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  they 
fall  away  from  their  present  policy  of  Free- 
trade  and  adopt  one  of  Protection.     We  know 
very  well  that  that  will  be  very  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand. 
Should  Federation  be  adopted  and  a  tariff  saofa 
as  that  now  in  existence  in  Victoria  be  estsr 
bltshed,  it  will  mean  the  placing  of  very  heavy 
imposts  indeed  upon  the  products  that  we  have 
to  send  to  the  other  colonies.    In  Victoria  the 
duty  on  wheat,  maize,  peas,  and  beans  amonots 
to  2b.  lid.  per  1001b.    We  have  to  pay  a  doty 
of  ds.  per  1001b.  on  oats,  on  barley  3s.  per 
1001b.,  and  on  potatoes  no  less  than  20s.  per 
ton.    You  can  quite  see  what  the  position  will 
be  supposing  we  have  to  compete  with  the  other 
colonies  having  free- trade  amon({  themseheB 
while  several  imposts  are  placed  upon  us.    If 
we  take  only  one  article  of  our  exports — that  is, 
potatoes — we  know  that  the  New  Zealand  pio- 
ducers  have  at  present  a  very  keen  competitor 
in  Tasmania  with  its  circular- heaid  potatoea 
and  we  have  a  difficulty  now  in  profiting  by  oar 
free- trade  with  New  South  Wales ;    but  if  «e 
are  left  out  in  the  cold  so  far  as  federation  is 
concerned,  and  if  we  have   a  protective  duty 
erected  against  us  of,  say,  only  10s.  a  ton— only 
one-half  of  the  duty  in  force  in  Victoria— it 
will  give  a  very  great  impetus  to  the  prodaote 
of  Tasmania,  and  will  really  mean  shutting  us 
out  of  the  New  South  Wales  market  altogeiber. 
So  it  will  be  with  the  other  products  as  well 
It  means,  therefore,  a  very  serious  loss  indeed 
to  the  producers  of  this  young  country  if  ^^ 
are  to  be  cut  out  of  the  markets  we  have  so 
near  to  our  own  shores.     We   have  had  for 
some  years  in  operation  a  system  of  placing 
small  settlers    on  small  sections    throughout 
the  colony,  and,  of  course,  they  have  to  go  in 
for  S very  close  cultivation  in  order  *  to  make 
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their  holdings  pay ;  but,  if  we  allow  the  other 
eolonies    to    federate    without    making    some 
ftiraDgement  so  as  to  get  our  produce  into  the 
odier  oolouial  markets,  these  people  will  haye 
to  torn  their  attention  to  something  else.     So, 
while  we  are  spending  money  in  placing  settlers 
on  the  land,  we  are  making  no  effort  to  retain 
(or  them  the  best  market  we  have  for  their  pro- 
duce, in  order  that  they   may  be  enabled  to 
cany  on  their  operations  successfully.    The 
qoescion  of  our  balance  of  trade  with  the  out- 
side colonies  is  one  of  the  most  important  we 
ean  %i  any  time  discuss.    The  Premier  has  said 
that  we  must  gauge  the  progress  of  the  colony 
hy  the  volume  of  our  outside  trade  and  by  the 
UlADce  of   our  exports  over  our  imports.     If 
that  be  so,  and  it  is  a  question  of  preserving 
onr  trade   with  the  other  colonies  which  are 
10  near  our   doors,  I   hope  the   Premier  will 
taike  this  matter  up.    I  can  assure  him  the 
people  throughout  the  country  are  looking  to 
him  to  do  so,  aud  expecting  that  he  will  endea- 
K>Qr  to   maike    some    arrangement   with   the 
federating  colonies,  so  as  to  bring  about  some 
■>8tem  of  reciprocity,  or,  even  if  we  have  to  go 
to  the  length  of  federation,  it  will  be  better  to 
do  80  rather  than  be  shut  out  of  the  markets 
offered  q6  in  the  Australian  Colonies.     Sir,  re- 
haing  io  oar  trade  relations  with  outside,  the 
Pfemier  has  stated  a  few  days  ago  that  for  the 
itist  time  in    the    history  of  the  colony   the 
balance  of    our   imports  over  our  exports    is 
sufficient  to  pay  our  national  debt. 
An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — No. 
Mr.    MOO  BE.— Perhaps   the   honourable 
gentleman  has  been  misreported,  as  usual.     He 
did  not  mean  the  national  debt,  of  course  ;  but 
certainly,  unless  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
been  misreported,  he  stated  that  the  balance 
of  trade  in  favour  of  New  Zealand  in  the  last 
year  has  been  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on 
oar  national  debt,  and  that,  too,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  colony.     I  can  hardly 
onderstand    how    the    honourable    gentleman 
eoold  make    such   a    statement,    because    we 
have  only  to  look  to  the  official  documents 
and  we  shall  see  that  that  statement  is  al- 
together wrong.     It  is  true  that  if  the  honour- 
aUe  gentleman  had  said   that  almost  for  the 
first  imfi  since  the  present  Administration  had 
been  in  office  the  balance  of  trade  in  our  favour 
has  been  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  our 
public  and  private  debts  he  would  not  be  far 
out.    But  if  he  took  the  three  years  prior  to  the 
present  Administration  he  would  find  that  the 
balance  of  trade  in  our  favour  was  sufficient  to 
pay  the  interest    on  our  public  and  private 
4ebts.    I  think,  roughly,  we  had  a  balance  of 
£3,250,000,   and  the     balance    last  year    was 
£2,238,429 — not  a  very  big  balance  in  our  fa- 
vour, but  still  much  better  than  that  of  the  pre- 
vioos.year,  which  only  amounted  to  £1,747,021, 
^  lowest  we  have  had,  at  any  rate,  for  twelve 
years.     But  for  some   time  previous  to  this 
Administration  coming  into  power  we  had  a 
balance  sufficient  to  pay  it.    The  fact  of  the 
matter  is,  since    the   honourable    gentleman 
•ame   into   power    the    balances    have    been 
getting  smaller,  and  that  aooounts  in  great 


measure  for  the  fact  that  he  has  had  to  go  on 
the  London  market  for  money  so  frequently. 
Any  one  looking  into  our  trade  rolaiions  with 
the  other  cuuntrios  and  the  balance  in  our 
favour,  and  "knowing  how  much  we  have  to 
send  to  the  Home-country  every  year  by  way 
of  interest,  must  have  known  that  to  keep  our 
credit  good  there  we  must  have  been  borrowing 
from  outside.  It  has  been  going  on  secretly 
more  or  less  for  years;  but  for  the  last  few 
years-  the  honourable  gentleman  has  been 
afraid  to  keep  it  to  himself  aT)y  longer,  and 
has  had  to  tell  us  frequently  that  we  shall  have 
to  go  into  the  English  market  to  borrow  in 
order  to  keep  our  accounts  straight.  I  wish 
now  to  refer  to  what  I  was  going  to  call  some 
of  the  wild  statements  the  honourahle  gentle- 
man has  been  making  during  the  recess. 
Honourable  members  are  p^^rfectly  avvar^  that 
so  far  back  as  the  24th  Murch  the  Premier 
announced  that  he  had  made  arr^ingements 
with  the  Tyser  Company  for  a  reduction  on 
freights  from  £1  158.  on  wheat  to  £1  10s., 
and  from  £1  17s.  6d  on  oats  to  £1  12s.  6d. 
I  presume  the  honourable  gentleman  has  not 
been  misreported  on  this  occasion,  so  far  as 
that  is  concerned.  This  arrangement  was  to 
take  effect  from  the  17th  March.  An  one  who 
knows  something  about  the  freights  between 
New  Zealand  and  the  Mother-country,  I  could 
not  help  having  a  good  hearty  laugh  at  what  I 
was  going  to  call  the  audacity  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  making  such  a  statement  from  a 

Eublio  platform.  Why,  he  must  know  that  the 
usiness  people  of  the  colony  would  in  a  very 
short  time  give  the  facts  of  tho  case.  It  is  all 
very  well,  perhaps,  to  make  a  statement  like  that 
to  people  who  do  not  know  anything  abaut  the 
subject;,  but  the  honourable  g-)ntlemau  must 
know  that  his  utterances  would  reach  hoyond 
his  audience,  and  that  the  general  public  would 
get  to  know  what  he  stated.  If  he  had  made 
inquiries  at  all  he  must  have  known  that  the 
rates  have  not  been  £1  15s.  on  wheat  and 
£1  17s.  6d.  on  oats  at  all.  In  no  instance  has 
such  a  rate  been  charged. 

Mr.  SBDDON.—What  were  they  ? 

Mr.  MOORE.— £1  lOs.  was  the  ruling  rate. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— By  sailers. 

Mr.  MOORE.^And  by  steamers  too. 

Mr.  SEDOON. — Give  us  the  name  of  one 
steamer. 

Mr.  MOORE.— I  have  a  list  here  of  fourteen 
or  fifteen — a  correct  list.  The  honourable 
gentleman  must  know  by  this  time  that  what 
he  quoted  was  altogether  wrong.  In  only  three 
instances  since  the  let  January  was  £1  123.  6d. 
charged,  and  yet  he  says  the  rate  was  reduced 
from  £1  15s.  to  £1  lOs.  These  kind  of  state- 
ments are  only  made  to  tickle  the  ears  of  the 
few  people  whom  the  honourable  gentleman 
may  be  addressing  for  the  time  being.  I  can- 
not understand  how  the  honourAblo  gentleman, 
even  in  his  own  interests  and  those  of  his  party, 
can  make  such  wild  statements,  when  he  must 
know  that  the  business  people  will  ^et  on  his 
track  and  put  the  country  right  on  the  matter. 
What  has  the  honourable  gentleman  done  in 
order  to  get   the    producers'  produce  carried 
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between  here  and  the  Old  Country  at  the  ordi- 
nary rate — for  it  is  only  the  ordinary  rate  after 
all  ?  Any  one  who  has  had  to  do  with  the 
shipping  knows  that  you  can  get  wheat  carried 
at  £1  108.  and  oats  at  £1  1^.  '6d.  by  any  of 
the  steamers,  and  by  i^aiiern  at  a  lower  rate. 
When  RhippiDg  direct  lo  fjondon  by  sailing 
vessel  the  rate  is  even  lower  than  I  quoted. 
Ocoapionally,  when  you  have  to  charter  a 
vessel  for  orders,  you  have  to  pay  more. 
But  the  honourable  gentleman  was  referring 
to  the  London  market,  and  he  must  know 
that  by  sailing  vestsel  you  get  it  at  a  much 
lower  rate  than  he  quoted.  But  I  am  going 
to  point  out  what  he  has  done  in  order  to 
induce  the  Tyser  line  to  carry  our  produce  at 
the  ordinary  rate.  He  has  arranged  to  give 
them  all  the  Government  freights  between 
here  and  London.  They  have  given  this  ad- 
vantage over  all  other  lines,  and  what  for? — to 
-carry  freight  at  the  ordinary  rate.  When  we 
had  a  shipping  company  with  a  direct  line  of 
flteamers,  which  has  assisted  the  producers  of 
ibis  colony 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Ha,  ha  I 

Mr.  MOOIiE.— It  is  all  very  well  for  the 
Premier  to  laugh,  but  any  one  who  has  had 
to  do  with  the  Shipping  Company  in  the  early 
days  would  recognise  that  this  company — the 
New  Zealand  Shipping  Company — did  good 
Bervice  to  the  colony  and  the  settlers  in  the 
early  days  in  helping  to  develop  the  frozen- 
meat  tiade  and  the  dairy-produce  trade.  And 
yet  this  company  is  to  be  thus  handicapped  in 
order  that  the  honourable  gentleman  may 
have  something  with  which  to  tickle  the  ears 
•of  the  electors  of  the  country  just  before  a 
general  election.  I  noticed  a  little  paragraph 
in  the  newspaper  yesterday — I  do  not  know 
whether  that  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
arrangement  the  honourable  gentleman  made: 
perhaps  he  will  tell  us  when  he  replies,  in 
connection  with  this  present  debate.  It  is 
reported  that  the  Marine  Department  have 
made  arrangements  for  surveying  the  unfilled 
space  in  Messrs.  Tyser  and  Company's  steamers 
prior  to  their  departure  from  the  colony.  I 
do  not  know  why  this  should  be  done  by  the 
Marine  Department  unless  the  Qovernment 
have  some  special  interest  in  connection  with 
this  freight — perhaps  it  is  with  the  object  of 
ascertaining  the  amount  the  Government  have 
to  pay  to  the.company  under  the  arrangement 
that  I  have  just  referred  to  as  having  been 
entered  into  by  the  Premier.  That  may  be  the 
answer  to  the  statement  I  saw  in  the  news- 
paper yesterday.  But  if  the  Premier  has 
arranged  with  the  Tyser  Company  to  fill  up 
their  bhipR,  and  that  the  colony  is  to  be  at  the 
expense  of  making  up  any  loss  that  they  may 
incur,  simply  that  they  may  carry  produce  at 
ordinary  ratts,  then  it  is  a  great  injustice  to 
the  taxpayeri^  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  SKDDON.  —  What  primage  are  you 
paying  ? 

Mr.  MOOBE.— Five  per  cent. 

Mr.  SEDDON  — Every  reply  except  the  one 
,  from  t)>e  Ty^tr  Company  gave  the  primage  as 
being  10  per  cent. 

Mr.  Moore 


Mr.  MOORE.— If  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  connected  in  any  way  with  the  shipping 
business  he  would  know  more  about  it.  If  he 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  shipping  Home  be 
could  never  have  made  the  arrangement  with 
the  Tyser  Company.  I  am  not  saying  anytbiDg 
with  a  view  to  oast  any  reflection  on  that  com- 
pany ;  it  is  a  very  good  company,  and  has  been 
of  aidvantage  to  New  Zealand  ;  but  I  do  objecs 
to  a  company  of  that  sort  having  special  advac* 
tages  over  other  companies  at  the  expense  of 
the  taxpayers  of  the  colony.  Now,  Sir,  I  wish 
to  refer  shortly  to  a  staiemunt  made  by  the 
mover  of  the  Address  in  Reply.  He  stated  thai 
drastic  amendments  were  required  in  onr 
land  laws,  and  he  went  on  to  give  figutw, 
trying  to  make  the  House  believe  that  land 
settlement  had  been  progressing  favoankUy 
under  the  present  Administration,  partien- 
larly  during  the  last  year.  So  far  as  I  oould 
follow  his  figures,  they  seemed  to  go  in  th« 
direction  of  proving  that  the  people  of  the 
country  are  determined,  so  far  as  they  could,  to 
have  the  freehold  tenure  ;  and,  so  far  as  thaife 
concerned,  the  settlements  have  not  been  akaii 
what  we  might  desire.  The  honourable  gentk- 
man  said,  '*  Those  who  are  of  opinion  that  land 
settlement  under  the  present  AdministratiOD 
has  been  a  failure  are  altogether  wrong,  and 
any  statements  made  on  the  public  platfonn 
to  this  effect  had  been  made  to  damage  the 
Government  by  their  opponents."  Now,  any 
statements  I  have  made  on  the  platform  in 
reference  to  land  settlement  under  the  present 
Administration  have  been  made  and  based  on 
official  documents  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House ;  and  honourable  members  have  only  to 
read  last  year's  Land  Report  to  oonvince  them- 
selves that  less  progress  was  made  during  last 
year  than  during  any  of  the  previous  ten  yean, 
so  far  as  the  settlement  of  the  laud  is  concerned. 
I  have  here  one  or  two  quotations  from  the 
Lands  Report,  but  I  do  not  think  I  can  span 
the  time  to  read  them.  I  would  like  to  refer 
to  a  statement  made  by  the  Premier  on  the 
public  platform  at  Auckland  a  short  time  ago. 
He  defended  the  ■  lease-in-perpetuity  systeoi 
as  against  the  freehold,  and  he  said,  "1%0 
Government  would  stand  firm  and  go  out  o' 
office  rather  than  be  a  party  to  a  system  whieb 
would  prevent  poor  men  from  getting  on  the 
land."  Then,  honourable  members  will  if 
member  that  when  the  Hon.  John  McKeniie 
was  in  Wellington,  and  on  the  eve  of  leaving 
for  the  Mother-country,  he  also  stated  distinctly 
that  ''  He  hoped  to  see  the  day  when  all  the 
land  of  New  Zealand  would  be  nationalised.*' 
Here  I  would  like  to  say  that,  although  I  am 
politically  opposed  to  that  honourable  geotle^ 
man,  I  hope  his  trip  Home  will  have  &b  de- 
sired effect  of  restoring  him  to  good  health,  an^ 
that  he  will  come  back  to  New  Zealand  and  oon- 
tinue  to  take  part  in  the  government  of  the 
colony.  I  am  quite  sure  we  all  wish  it  msy 
be  so ;  but,  while  personally  I  desire  to  see 
the  honourable  gentleman  baok  here  in  the 
enjoyment  of  good  health,  that  does  not  prevent 
me,  as  a  member  of  the  Opposition,  from  oiiti- 
cizing  any  statement  he  may  make  from  tlM 
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lie  platform.  Now,  if  you  take  the  above 
statement  in  connection  with  the  one  made 
bjthe  Premier  at  Auckland  which  I  have  just 
<qooted,  what  are  you  to  expect?  We  know 
U»t  the  Premier  and  the  Minister  of  Lands 
aze  the  Government,  and  whatever  they  state 
bum  the  public  platform  they  are  in  earnest 
aboat,  and  that  it  is  likely  to  be  given  effect  to 
ai  soon  as  possible,  and  carried  out.  Now,  I 
aak,  Are  the  people  of  the  colony  willing  to 
Babmit  to  a  general  confiscation  of  their  free- 
hold property  ?  Are  they  going  to  submit  to 
the  borrowing  of  millions  of  money  on  the 
Home  market  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
these  estates,  if  such  a  policy  is  to  be  given 
effect  to  in  the  near  future,  as  Mr.  McKenzie 
stated  when  he  said  that  during  his  lifetime  he 
hoped  to  see  the  whole  of  the  land  of  New 
Zealaod  nationalised  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbubbb. — I  thought  you  were  in 
iaTonr  of  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act. 

Ur.  MOOBE. — I  am  in  favour  of  getting  the 
people   on    the    land  by   fair  and  legitimate 
Beans,  but  I  am  not  in  favour  of  makmg  the 
Ptemier  or  the  Minister  of  Lands  the  landlord, 
having  the  control  of  the  whole  of  the  people 
d  tins  odony.      Much    as    the    honourable 
gentlemao  might  desire  to  have  that  power 
placed  in  his  hands,  I  shall  oppose  the  proposal 
ai  far  as  possible,  and  I  shall  help  the  people 
olNew  Zealand  to  obtain  the  opportunity  of 
converting  their  leaseholds  into   freeholds,  if 
they  so  desire.     I  believe  in  putting  heart  into 
a  man,  and  encouraging  him  to  improve  his 
ptoperty,  in  order  that  he  may  get  the  full 
advantoge  out  of  it,  and  thus  prove  a  credit  to 
the  colony.    But  if  you  say  to  a  man,  '*  What- 
ever may  be  the  result  of  your  work,  however 
mach  yo.u  may  desire  the  freehold  of  your  pro- 
perty, you  are  always  to  remain  a  tenant  of  the 
Crown,"  you  are  taking  the  heart  out  of  that 
nan,  and  what  is  the  use  of  his  improving  his 
hod  if  be  has  to  part  with  it  to  somebody  else  ? 
If  they  are  thrifty  and  save  money  for  yeard,  it 
ia  far  better  to  allow  them  to  invest  it  in  their 
cwn  property  than   to  place  it  in  the  Post- 
Of&ce  Savings- Bank,  where  it  can  only  earn 
S  or  3  per  cent.,  for  the  Government  to  lend 
out  in   the  shape  of   Treasury   bills.    I  say, 
let  the  settlers  mak«  use  of  tbeir  money,  and 
they  can  invest  it  very  much  better  in  their 
own  property  than  in  Government  securities. 
Well,  my  honourable    friend    is    desirous   of 
nationalising  the  whole  of  the  land,  and  I  say 
the  people  of  the  colony  will  never  submit  to 
it,  and  my  honourable  friend  might  just  as 
well  recognise  it  now  as  a  little  later  on. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  never  said  I  was  in  favour 
of  land-nationalisation. 

Mr.  MOOBE. — I  believe  that  statement  was 
made  by  your  colleague,  who  has  control  of 
&e  Lends  Department.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Premier  thinks  he  is  strong 
eiMmgh  to  control  the  Hon.  John  McKenzie 
aa  well  as  he  controls  his  other  colleagues.  I 
do  not  think  he  is  likely  to  do  it,  because  he 
will  find  he  has  a  very  strong  man  to  over- ride ; 
bat  such  statements  as  I  hava  given,  coming 
from  men  in  that  position,  we  have  to  take 


seriously.  If  one  of  the  rank  and  file  made 
such  a  statement  he  would  probably  not  be 
taken  seriously;  but,  when  the  Minister  of 
Lands  says  he  hopes  to  see  a  certain  thing 
done  in  connection  with  his  department,  we 
naturally  expect  he  is  going  to  strain  every 
nerve  in  order  to  accomplish  it.  Now,  I  wish 
to  refer  to  what  has  taken  place  in  connection 
with  the  special-settlement  associations.  I 
think  it  will  be  remembered  that  when  this 
system  was  first  put  into  practice  it  was  stated 
by  others  and  myself  that  it  would  be  a  fruiu- 
I  ful  source  of  dummyism,  that  people  would 
combine  and  apply  for  a  block  of  laud  under 
the  regulations,  and  if  a  selector  was  success- 
ful in  getting  a  good  section  he  would  retain  it, 
or  part  with  it  at  a  profit,  or  if  a  bad  section 
were  drawn  it  would  be  thrown  up.  This  would 
be,  in  the  interest  of  settlement,  worse  than 
giviug  the  freehold.  We  know  how  dummies 
were  hunted  a  few  years  ago,  when  the 
Minister  of  Lands  look  office.  It  was  quite  a 
by- word  throughout  the  colony.  This  system 
has  been  simply  a  means  of  allowing  people 
to  take  up  land  who  had  no  intention  of  work- 
ing it;  and  the  result  was  failure.  Take  tha 
Tckranaki  Special  Settlement  Association.  Of 
the  total  number  of  settlers  only  fifty-four  are 
residing  on  their  sections,  and  ninety-eight 
forfeited.  This  is  under  the  successful  ad- 
ministration of  the  present  Government.  Of 
course  the  Premier,  and  his  colleagues  sup- 
porting him,  have  stated  that  the  desire  of  the 
Opposition  is  that  the  colony  should  go  back  to 
the  system  of  freehold  in  order  that  tiie  capi- 
talist should  be  able  to  purchase  the  small 
estates,  and  bring  about  the  aggregation  of 
large  estates  again.  That  is  one  of  those 
bogeys  they  bring  before  the  public  in  order  to 
frighten  them  from  making^ any  alteration  m 
our  system  of  land  tenure ;  b'ut  the  honourable 
gentleman  knows  that  it  would  be  just  as 
simple  to  make  some  regulations  restricting 
the  size  of  freehold  properties  as  to  restrict 
the  holdings  under  the  leasehold  tenure. 
There  is  no  difficulty  about  it.  You  could  as 
easily  say  that  no  man  should  own  more  than 
650  acres  of  first-class  land  under  the  freehold 
tenure,  or  2,000  acres  of  second-class  land,  as 
to  say  that  he  shall  not  hold  it  under  the 
leasehold  tenure.  I  say.  Give  the  people  au 
opportunity  of  making  their  holdings  freehold, 
and  you  will  encourage  them  to  become  very 
much  better  settlers,  and  they  will  take  very 
much  greater  interest  in  their  holdings.  The 
honourable  gentleman's  own  Lands  Beport 
proves  conclu-sively  that  the  people  are  deter- 
mined to  have  the  freehold  of  their  properties. 
They  now  pay  1  per  cent,  more  in  order  to 
have  the  privilege  of  ultimately  converting 
their  land  into  freehold.  The  honourable 
gentleman  knows  that  under  the  optional- 
purchase  system  they  have  to  pay  5  per  cent., 
while  under  the  other  tenure  they  have  to 
pay  4  per  cent. ;  but  they  prefer  to  pay  the- 
1  per  cent,  extra  in  order  that  at  a  future 
time  they  may  be  able  to  obtain  the  free- 
hold of  their  property.  Now,  I  wish  to 
say  a  few  words  in  reference  -to    the    treat- 
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moot  meted  out  feo  the  Volunteers-  We  all 
know  \ery  well  that  there  is  very  great  diffi- 
culty in  induoing  the  Railway  Department  to 
give  any  encouragement  toyoiunteers  to  travel 
about  for  their  shooting  competitions,  and  so 
on.  I  have  had  the  matter  brought  under  my 
notice  more  than  once,  and  I  think  the  way  the 
men  are  treated  in  this  respect — to  decline  to 
give  them  passes  when  they  wish  to  attend 
their  shooting  competitions — is  a  way  which 
will  not  tend  to  encourage  them  to  go  in  for 
Volunteering.  If  there  is  one  thing  more  than 
another  in  connection  with  our  defence  system 
it  is  that  our  Volunteers  should  be  able  to  shoot 
well.  'In  a  country  like  this,  where  your  Volun- 
teers have  to  take  cover  and  become  sharp- 
sliooters,  you  must  encourage  them  to  become 
good  shots.  This  cannot  be  done  unless  en- 
couragement is  given  to  them  to  attend  the 
shooting  competitions.  The  mover  of  the  Ad- 
dress in  Reply  said  that  we  should  endeavour 
to  make  our  young  people  patriotic,  and 
encourage  them  to  become  Volunteers.     What 

Q  Q  encouragement  do  our  cadets  now 
get?  During  last  recess  the  Kaiapoi 
local  corps  entered  for  a  competition  down  in 
Dunedin,  and  they  applied  to  the  Railway 
Department  for  passes.  Every  arrangement 
had  been  made  for  them  to  go  down,  but  they 
got  no  reply  until  the  competition  was  over, 
when  they  were  led  to  understand  they  could 
nut  be  allowed  to  travel  on  the  line.  I  should 
just  like  to  read  the  telegrams  which  passed, 
to  show  honourable  members  how  the  young 
people  are  encouraged.  And  when  you  con- 
sider that  our  Volunteer  corps  are  mainly  built 
up  from  those  who  get  their  first  training  in  the 
cadet  corps,  you  can  quite  understand  how  it 
must  tend  to  discourage  Volunteering  not  only 
in  our  young  people,  but  also  in  the  older 
corps.  I  hadoccaBioD,  as  I  say,  to  apply  to  the 
Minister.  In  the  first  place  the  cadets  were 
refused  passes,  aud  I  wired  to  the  Minister  for 
Railways  as  follows  : — 

**  Cadets  entered  Dunedin  competition.  Cap- 
tain applied  free  passes  railway.  Officer  Com- 
manding District  replies  application  refused. 
Kindly  grant  passes.  Corps  working  weeks  in 
anticipation.  Very  general  disappointment  if 
application  refused." 

That  was  on  the  22nd  December.  As  I  did 
not  get  a  reply  I  wired  again  on  the  23rd, — 

**Iie  cadets:  All  arrangements  made.  En- 
tries accepted.  Position  in  competition  allotted. 
Waiting  your  reply  re  passes.  If  not  received 
to-day  they  will  have  to  abandon  competition." 

After  the  office  had  closed,  at  5.27  I  received 
a  reply  from  the  Minister,  after  waiting,  as  I 
have  said,  for  two  days  :  — 

"  Re  cadets  for  Dunedin  competition  :  This 
is  a  matter  for  Defence  Department  to  deal 
with,  as  it  is  not  usual  to  charge  matters  of 
this  sort  against  Railway  expenditure.'' 

After  two  days  the  honourable  gentleman  re- 
plies that  I  ought  to  have  applied  to  the  Defence 
Departmtnt,  and  the  official  reply  came  too 
late  to  enable  me  to  apply  to  the  other  depart- 
ment. Surely  it  was  unly  a  matter  of  sending 
miy  wire  on  to  his  colleague ;  but  I  suppose  there 

Mr,  Moore 


18  so  much  red-tape  between  the  two  offioes 
that  it  could  not  be  done.  Weil,  next  momio§ 
I  wired  to  the  Minister  of  Defence, — 

"Applied  Minister  Railways  for  raiiwsy 
passes  Dunedin  competition  for  Kaiapoi  C&detL 
Minister  refers  me  to  you.  Will  you  wire  in- 
structions ?  If  not  received  this  morning,  too 
late.     Reply  immediately.'* 

I  sent  that  away  on  the  24th,  and  I  got  a  reply 
on  the  28th — four  days  afterwards. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Give  us  the  reply. 

Mr.  MOORE.— The  honourable  gentlemiD 
can  get  it  from  his  colleague.  After  the  com- 
petition was  over  I  got  a  reply  to  say  the  cadets 
could  not  have  the  passes.  There  is  not  tinu 
for  me  to  go  into  the  matter  further.  As  mj 
time  is  up  I  shall  have  to  defer  what  I  hvn 
to  say  on  other  matters  for  some  future  ocot* 
sion.  I  have  to  thank  the  House,  Sir,  for  the 
patient  hearing  they  have  accorded  me. 

Major  STEWARD  (Waitaki).— Sir,  as  ti» 
present  debate  affords  a  convenient  opportunity 
for  referring  to  a  number  of  matters  an  occip 
sion  for  reference  to  which  may  not  again  amt 
for  a  considerable  time,  I  propose  to  crave  tte 
indulgence  of  the  House  while  I  bring  before  it 
a  few  of  those  subjects.  First,  Sir,  I  desire  to 
congratulate  the  Qovernment  upon  the  sucoeo- 
ful  operation  of  the  Land  for  Settlements  M 
With  the  exception  of  the  Cheviot  Eststa 
nearly  all  the  estates  that  have  been  purchased 
in  the  South  Island  have  been  in  the  Districtaof 
North  Otago  and  South  Canterbury— distriote 
with  which  I  am  very  familiar ;  and  I  m*y 
say  of  my  own  knowledge  that  the  cutting-ap 
of  estates  in  that  part  of  the  country  has  bees 
of  great  benefit  to  the  people,  and,  in  so  far  tt 
it  has  provided  opportunity  for  settlement,  bis 
been  entirely  successful.  But  there  ^s  stilly 
unsatisfied  demand,  a  very  large  number  of 
people  who  wish  to  take  up  land  having  as  yet 
been  unable  to  obtain  it.  The  estate  mo^ 
recently  purchased  by  the  Government  and 
opened  for  occupation  was  the  Waikakahi 
Tnat  estate  contains  some  of  the  best  land  u 
the  South  Island.  It  is  not  all  of  the  beet 
quality,  but  it  does  contain  a  very  \BXp 
area  of  first-class  agricultural  land.  It  bA8 
all  been  taken  up  by  a  good  class  of  settlers- 
But  the  number  of  applications  for  land  is  f|j| 
in  excessof  thatof  the  sections  available,  as  will 
be  seen  by  the  fact  that  the  Land  Board  btf 
only  just  supplied  a  list  of  631  unsuccessful  ap- 
plicants. Now,  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  of  conise, 
that  631  settlers  have  in  this  case  been  dis- 
appointed, because  there  are  sometimes  dupli- 
cate and  triplicate  applications  from  members 
of  the  same  families.  But,  allowing  for  that. 
there  is  still  a  large  number — probably^fr<j|i^ 
two  hundred  to  three  hundred  persons— wb^ 
were  willing  to  take  up  land  on  Waikakam, 
and  who  were  unable  to  find  sections  to  tak* 
up ;  and  I  hope  the  Government,  seeing  tb^ 
will  press  on  the  good  work  of  acquiring  1^ 
for  settlements.  Other  large  estates  f^^  'r 
mirably  adapted  for  cutting  up,  and  could  w 
acquired  by  the  Government,  I  believe,.a»"^* 
reasonable  rate.  One  such  belongs  to  tbe 
Assets  Board,  and  I  know  this  House  is  ^ 
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unoQs  that  (he  Board  shoald  realise  on  these 
jxoperties  as  soon  as  possible.     I  am  informed 
(hit  s  number  of  persons  who  applied  un- 
sBooessfally  for  sections  in  Waikakahi  will  be 
mamorialising  the  Government  shortly,  urging 
(bem  to  endeavour  to  obtain  from  the  Assets 
Boud  at  a  reasonable  price  the  Waihaorunga 
Estate.      There    are    other    estates  —  Three 
Sptings,  the  Levels,  and  the  Pareora,  for  in- 
stance ;  and  if  we  go  to  the  northward  there  is 
the  huge  Glenmark  Estate,  which  I  am  sorry  the 
Gowmment  did  not  purchase  when  it  had  the 
opportanity  some  time  ago.    The  properties  I 
hftfe  named  coo  sis  t  of  the  proper  class  of  land 
to  enable  the  formation  of  successful   farm 
settlements ;  and  the  Land  Purchase  Deparc- 
mentwoald  do  well  to  obtain  them,  provided 
the  poichasing  price  is  reasonable,  so  that  the 
KDisls  may  be  such  that  the  settlers  can  afford 
to  pay  them  and  still  live  and  thrive.     There 
ihoald  be  no  limit  to  the  purchase  of  estates 
ondar  these  conditions,  except  the  limit  of  the 
funds  available   for  their   purchase.    Just  in 
patting  I  wish  to  say  a  word  with  regard  to  the 
management  of  one  of  the  estates  I  have  men- 
tioned—I refer  to  the  Waihaorunga  Estate.    I 
ihoold  like  the   right  honourable  gentleman, 
who  is,  I  believe,    a  member  of  the  Assets 
Soard,  to  inquire  into  an  allegation  that  has 
bMOffladeto  myself  with  regard  to  the  treat - 
oent  of  shepherds  in  the  matter  of  wages. 
Upon  WaihaoniDga,  which  is  one  of  the  Assets 
Bwd's  properties,  I  am  credibly'  informed  that 
the  rate  of  wages  paid  to  the  shepherds  is 
158.  a  week,  whereas  the  ordinary    rate    of 
vages  on  other    stations  is  £1   a   week.     I 
do  not  hold  the    honourable  gentleman  him- 
self personally  responsible   for  this,  if  it  be 
the  case,  bat  I  give  him  the  information  as 
it  has  reached  ine,  so  that  he  may  make  in- 
quiry.   I  am  also  informed  that  the  employes 
on  that  estate  have  their  provisions  weighed 
pnt  to  them  ju&t  as  though  they  were  prisoners 
i&agaol.    If  that  is  so,  I  think  the  administra- 
tion is  not  qnite  what  it  should  be. 
Mr.  PIRANI.— Whose  estate  was  it  ? 
Major  STEWARD.— The  Assets  Board's. 
Mr.  PIRANI.—Oh,  the  Premier's  1 
Major   STEWARD.— Of    course,   there    are 
Ottny  things  the  Premier  does  not  and  cannot 
hiow  of,  but  it  is  just  as  well  to  bring  such 
iDstters  as  these  under  his  notice.     I  am  also 
glsd  to  congratulate  the  Government  upon  the 
mcceas  which  haa  attended  the  operations  of 
the  Advances  to  Settlers  Department.    I  am 
glad  to  see  that  we  have  made  no  loss,  and 
tliat  we  have  been  able  to    lend    money  to 
Ktilers  at  a  lower  rate  than  they  could  have 
obtained  it  elsewhere.    I  am  also  pleased  to 
MS  that  there  is  a  proposal  in  the  Governor's 
Speech  for   a   reduction    of  the  rate    of   in- 
^nsst  charged  to    persons  borrowing  money, 
^  I   desire    to   throw   out   the    suggestion 
^  the  Colonial  Treasurer  might  go  a  little 
luther,  and  see  whether  he  cannot,  on  pre- 
eiiely  the  same  principle,  reduce  the  rentals 
charted  to  persons  occupying  lands  purchased 
oy  the  Grown.     In   this  connection  I  would 
like  to  refer  to  some  remarks  of  the  honour- 
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able  member  for  Kaiapoi.  That  honour- 
able member  is  a  very  earnest  advocate  for 
granting  the  freehold  to  all  Crown  tenants. 
There  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  on  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  side,  but  I  think  he  forgets 
that,  if  those  persons  who  have  taken  up  land 
which  the  Crown  has  been  obliged  to  purchase 
to  enable  them  to  obtain  holdings  were  in  a 
position  to  obtain  the  freehold,  there  would 
inevitably  set  in  a  process  of  reeiggregatiou. 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs.— No. 

Major  STEWARD.— I  am  convinced  that 
would  be  so.  It  has  already  been  so  in  certain 
village  settlements  in  the  North  Island.  If 
you  put  a  hundred  persons  on  the  land,  of  that 
hundred  there  will  oe  a  certain  percentage  of 
unthrifty  persons,  and  a  certain  percentage 
who  do  not  thoroughly  understand  their  busi- 
ness, or  who  are  careless,  or  who  will  not  work 
as  they  ought  to  do.  The  result  of  that  will  be 
that  a  percentage  will  fail  in  their  business, 
while  others,  who  are  more  skilled  or  indus- 
trious, will  prosper.  What  would  then  happen  ? 
The  persons  who  made  failures  would  sooner 
or  later  have  to  quit,  and  the  successful  settlers 
would  then  in  all  probability  buy  out  their 
unsuccessful  neighbours.  A  suggestion  was 
made  last  session  by  the  member  for  Selwyn 
that  I  did  not  see  my  way  to  follow  at 
the  time,  but  since  then  I  have  thought  it 
out,  and  I  think  that  his  suggestion  fairly 
meets  the  case.  It  was  that  leaseholders 
from  the  Crown  should  be  allowed  to  in- 
vest their  money,  when  they  have  had  good 
seasons,  in  their  holdings,  not  to  ihe  extent  of 
purchasing  the  freehold,  but  to  the  extent  of 
paying  off  the  larger  part  of  the  capital  value ; 
but  that  there  should  be  an  irreducible  mini- 
mum, so  that  the  position  of  landlord  should 
always  be  held  by  the  Crown,  which  would  thus 
retain  the  right  to  veto  any  transfer  of  which 
it  might  disapprove.  In  this  way  the  settlers 
would  be  able  to  reduce  the  rentals  of  their  hold- 
ings to  a  shilling  an  acre,  and  the  man  who 
could  not  pay  £10  a  year  for  200  acres  held 
under  a  999-years  lease  would  be  a  very  poor 
class  of  settler  indeed.  That  is  a  system  which 
I  think  might  be  considered  with  reference  to 
those  estates  purchased  by  the  Crown  and 
which  have  been  subdivided  for  settlement. 
Now,  I  wish  to  refer  for  a  minute  to  another 
matter  connected  with  the  land,  and  that  is 
the  Rabbit  Act.  This  is  a  serious  question  in 
some  parts  of  the  country.  There  has  been 
and  is  a  great  feeling  of  injustice  on  the  part 
of  a  number  of  our  settlers,  arising  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  Rabbit  Act  is  adminis- 
tered. I  am  not  one  of  those  who  would 
go  the  length  advocated  by  some  members, 
who  have  stated  that  they  would  repeal  the 
Rabbit  Act,  and  do  away  with  the  depart- 
ment altogether.  But  I  do  think  the  depart- 
ment should  issue  stringent  instructions  to 
its  officers  that  in  carrying  out  their  duty  they 
are  to  take  every  possible  care  to  do  so  in  a 
reasonable  and  considerate  manner,  and  not  to 
harass  the  settlers  in  any  way.  For  instance, 
during  harvest-time  settlers  should  not  be  called 
upon  to  put  men  on  at  the  work  of  destroying 
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rabbits.  There  are  other  times  in  the  year 
when  rabbiting  can  be  carried  out  effectually, 
and  without  hindering  the  operations  of  the 
settlers.  Again,  the  Act  itself  only  requires 
that  rabbits  shall  be  destroyed ;  it  does  not  pre- 
scribe the  mode  in  which  they  shall  be  de- 
stroyed. Now,  I  am  credibly  informed  that 
during  certain  months  of  the  year  rabbits  will 
not  take  poison,  and  the  only  effectual  way  bo 
destroy  them  at  that  time  is  by  trapping  them. 
A  number  of  persons  earn  a  livelihood  by  trap- 
ping rabbits  at  that  period  of  the  year;  and, 
further,  a  valuable  export  results  from  the  trap- 
ping of  the  rabbits.  If  those  conditions  exist 
— and  I  have  had  evidence  submitted  to  me 
that  ought  to  convince  any  man  that  they  do 
exist — I  say,  if  those  conditions  exist,  then  it 
would  only  be  reasonable  for  the  department  to 
allow  of  the  rabbits  being  kept  down  in  the 
manner  proposed. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  What  connection  has  the 
trapping  of  rabbits  with  the  amendment  ? 

Major  STEWARD.— Other  speakers  have 
referred  to  this  subject,  and  I  claim  the  right 
to  do  so  also.  I  shall  come  to  the  amendment 
presently.  I  observe  that  in  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne  we  are  promised  an  adjustment  of 
taxation,  with  a  view  to  bring  about  an  equality 
of  sacrifice.  That,  Sir,  is  a  principle  which  I 
have  always  contended  for,  and  I  believe  it  to 
be  the  true  Liberal  principle.  But  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  reduces  the  Customs 
taxation,  I  think  it  should  be  reduced  in  large 
amounts  on  a  few  items  only,  instead  of  being 
spread  over  a  large  number  of  items  with  little 
reductions  on  each,  which  would  not  reach  the 
consumer.  If  there  wera  two  or  three  articles 
of  general  consumption  from  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  could  take  the  whole  duty, 
then  I  think  that  would  really  benefit  the 
consumer.  Whatever  is  taken  off  in  this  way 
must  be  made  up,  I  presume,  in  some  other 
way.  It  has  been  suggested  in  some  quarters 
that  the  amount  to  be  taken  of!  the  Cus- 
toms should  be  placed  on  the  land.  I 
am  not  disposed  to  agree  with  that  view. 
I  think  the  land  has  already  sufficient 
burdens  to  bear.  I  regard  the  progressive 
land-tax  as  a  perfectly  right  tax,  because 
we  want  to  discourage  the  holding  of  large 
areas  of  agricultural  land— such  land  as  can 
be  divided  into  a  number  of  smaller  hold- 
iugs  successfully ;  tind  I  think  we  should  carry 
the  progressive  principle  into  the  income- 
tax  more  than  we  have  done.  At  present  the 
tax  is  6d.  in  the  pound  on  incomes  up  to  £1,000 
a  year,  and  above  £1,000  it  is  Is.  in  the  pound. 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  will  alter  the 
scale  to  make  it  6d.  in  the  pound  up  to  £500, 
and  apply  the  tax  of  Is.  in  the  pound  to  in- 
comes above  £500  and  up  to  £1,000,  and  on 
incomes  abave  £1,000  increase  it  to  Is.  6d., 
that  would  enable  him  to  make  a  very  con- 
siderable reduction  in  the  Customs  taxa- 
tion, and  would  place  the  burden  of  taxation 
upon  shoulders  able  to  bear  it.  Now,  Sir, 
although  I  have  said  that  I  agree  there  should 
be  a  reduction  of  taxation — a  reduction  of 
duties  upon  theneoessariesof  life— Ido  not  say 
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so  for  the  reason  advanced  by  my  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Tuapeka.  As  I  have 
referred  to  that  honourable  gentleman  for 
the  first  time,  I  desire,  as  a  very  old  member 
of  this  House,  to  congratulate  the  House  upon 
his  accession  to  these  benches.  We  have  in 
him  a  gentleman  who  will  add  very  much  to 
the  debating  strength  of  this  House,  unless  I 
am  very  much  mistaken.  He  is  much  younger 
in  politics,  although  perhaps  in  years  as  old,  u 
myself,  and  I  congratulate  him  upon  the  very 
successful  beginning  he  made  last  night.  I  do 
not  agree  with  the  argument  he  advanced  in  sup- 
port of  the  reduction  of  certain  Customs  duties. 
The  honourable  gentleman  asserted  that  there 
has  been  a  large  increase  of  the  Customs 
taxation  consequent  upon  the  revision  of  the 
tariff.  He  pointed  out  that  there  was  a  larger 
gross  sum  by  some  £200,000  collected,  and 
assumed  that  that  £200,000  represented  an  in- 
creased burden  upon  the  people.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  is  entirely  wrong.  If  he  had 
looked  up  the  figures,  if  be  had  allowed  for  the 
increase  of  population  and  the  increase  of 
imports,  he  would  have  found  that,  instead  of 
there  being  an  increase  in  the  burdens  of  the 
people  consequent  upon  the  new  tariff,  there 
has  been  actually  a  decrease.  Let  us  look 
at  the  figures.  Tne  honourable  gentleman 
will  find  them  in  the  Year-book,  and  in 
the  papers  presented  to  the  House.  He 
will  find  that  in  1890  the  Customs  taxation 
was  £3  10s.  per  head  of  the  European  popnla- 
tion,  whereas  in  1896-97  it  was  £3  lis.,  and 
in  1897-98,  £8  13^.  7d.  That  is  an  increase 
between  1890  and  1898,  apparently,  of  Ss.  7d. 
a  head.  But,  Sir,  was  that  due  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  new  tariff?  Not  at  all.  The  in- 
crease in  the  value  of  the  imports  during  that 
period  was  enormous.  In  1890  the  value  of 
imports  stood  at  £10  Os.  2d.  per  head  of  popula- 
tion. In  1897  the  value  of  imports  was  £11 
3s.  8d.  That  is  an  increase  in  the  vaJne  of 
imports  in  1897  over  those  of  1890  of  over  10 
per  cent.  Now,  had  the  duties  remained  the 
same  you  would  have  to  add  10  per  cent,  to 
the  gross  amount  derived  by  taxation,  and  the 
result  would  have  worked  out,  had  the  duties 
remained  the  same,  £3  17s.  per  head  in  1897,  as 
against  £3  13s.  7d.  in  1890.  As  it  was  not 
so,  but  as  there  was  an  actual  reduction,  it 
goes  to  show  that  the  effect  of  the  tariff  al- 
teration was  the  reverse  of  what  the  honoor- 
able  gentleman  supposes.  And  that,  Sir,  Is 
again  to  be  proved  in  another  way.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  only  look  at 
the  total  value  of  the  imports  in  1890  he 
will  find  that  it  was  £6,260,525.  The  duty 
collected  on  these  imports  was  £1,541,000, 
which  gives  48.  lid.  in  the  pound.  The  valoe 
of  the  imports  in  1897  was  £8,055,000,  and  the 
duty  collected  £1,912,000,  which  works  oot 
4s.  8d.  in  the  pound,  or  actually  less  by  3d. 
in  the  pound.  In  the  Speech  of  His  £z- 
cellency  the  colony  is  congratulated,  and  veiy 
properly  so,  upon  its  progress  and  prosperity. 
It  requires  very  few  facts  indeed  to  prove  how 
well  founded  that  congratulation  is.  The  ex- 
port of  wool  in  1890  was   102,000,000  lb. ;  in 
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897  it  was  185,000,000  lb.      The    export  of 
fiosen  meat  in  1890  was  898,000  owt. ;  in  1897 
it  was  1,407,000  cwt. ;    while    the  export    of 
gold  had  risen  from  187,000  oz.    in    1890    to 
S51,000oz.  in  1897.      The  total  value  of  our 
exports  for  the  financial  year  ending  the  Slst 
March,  1890,  was  £9,414,000  ;  in   1898  it  was 
£10,052.000,    being    an    increase  of  £638,000. 
There  was,   indeed,  an  actual  increase   upon 
five  items  of  no  less  than  £2,046,000.    The  in- 
czease  upon  wool  for  that  period  of  eight  years 
was  £447,000  ;  gold,   £200,000  ;  frozen    meat, 
£876,000 ;   buUer  and  cheese,  £855,000 ;  and 
other  New  Zealand  produce,  £168,000  :  making 
a  total  increase  of  £2,046,000  on  those    five 
items  alone.     That  increase,  Sir,  was  reduced 
to  £638,000    by    the    enormous    decrease    in 
two    other    items  :    these    were     the    export 
of    agricultural     produce,     which    fell     from 
£1,398,000  in   1890  to  £478,000  in  1898;  and 
the    manufactured    goods,     which    fell    from 
£675,000  in   1890  to  £192,000  in   1898.    This 
decrease  of  £1,408,000  deducted  from  the  in- 
crease on  the  other  items  leaves  a  net  increase 
of  £638,000.     Now,  Sir,  honourable  members 
well  know  that  the  fiilling-o£f  in  regard  to  the 
agricaltaral  exports  was  due  to  the  wretched 
harvest  we    bad  last  year ;    but    honourable 
xoembers  also  know  that  this  year  there  will 
not  only  be  a  recovery,  but  a  great  advance  in 
the  agricultural  export,  and   therefore   it  ap- 
pears certain  this  year  there  will  be  the  largest 
total  export  ever  shown  in  New  Zealand.    The 
item  "Manufactures  "    in  the  list  of  exports 
hag  not  been    satisfactory,  and   will  probably 
not  be  satisfactory  for  some  time  to  come.    The 
fact  is  tbat   other  colonies    which  were    the 
largest  markets  for  our  manufactured  products 
have  gone  into  manufacturing  also.    Our  manu- 
factures supply  the  local  market,  but  not  the 
OQtside  market,  as  we  once  thought  would  be 
the  case.    But  I  have  said  enough  to  show  that 
there  is  full  justification  for  the  statement  tbat 
the  colony  has  been  making  and  is  making 
satisfactory  progress.     The  same  story  is  told 
hy  the  increase  of  live-stock.    Although  we  are 
fiendiog  away  frozen  meat  to  an  enormous  ex- 
tent every  year,  our  flocks,  instead  of  falling  in 
nombers,  have  increased  by  millions.     Perhaps 
it  will  be  said  that  the  increase  in  our  exports 
is  only  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion.   Let  us  see  if  that  is  so.     If  honourable 
members  will  tarn  to  the  table  compiled  by  the 
gesent  Agent-General,  and  published   in  the 
Home  papers,    they  will   find    that,  whereas 
the  increase  of  the  population  in  the  decade 
1887-97  was  20*83  per  cent.,  the  increase  in  the 
valoe  of    the  exports  was  enormously  above 
goQ     that;  and  I  shall  show  this  by  men- 
tioning only  three  or  four  items.    For 
example,  the  increase  in  the  value  of  frozen 
meat  was  243*58  per  cent. ;   the  increase  in 
the  value  of    the  export  of  tallow  was  76*57 
per  cent. ;  the  increase  in  the  value  of  the 
export  of  butter  was  no  less  than  633  per  cent. ; 
tad  the  increase   in  the  value  of   the  export 
of  cheese  was  no  less  than  175  per  cent. ;  so 
that  there  has  been  not  only  an  absolute  but 
*  relative  increase  that  is  most  satisfactory. 


Well,  Sir,  I  pass  on  to  say  two  or  three  words 
about  the  railways.    The  honourable  mover  of 
the  Address  in  Reply  indicated  that  in  his  own 
opinion  there  are  two  main    trunk  lines    o 
railway  that  we  ought  to  finish  with  reasonable 
speed.    He  mentioned  the  North  Island  Main 
Trunk  line  and  the  Midland  line.     Sir,  I  go 
farther  than  he  does,  and  farther   even   than 
the  seconder  of  the  Address,  who  admitted  the 
necessity  for  completing  a  third  railway — the 
Otago  Central— and  say  that,  in  my  opinion, 
we   ought   also  to  construct  the   Canterbury 
East  Coast  Hallway  from  Culverden  vid  Cheviot 
to  Blenheim.    These  four  lines  ought,  I  think, 
to  be  completed  within  a  reasonable  time.    I 
altogether  dissent  from  the  policy  of  making  a 
little  bit  now  and  a  little  bit  then,  and  extend- 
ing the  construction  of  these  works    over  a 
period  of  a  quarter  of  a  century — tbat  is  what 
is  happening  in  regard  to  the  Otago  Central — 
and  it  will  be  another  generation,  if  we  go  on 
as  we  are  going  now,  before  any  great  benefit 
will  be  derived  from  these  works.     We  ought 
to  make  up  our  minds  whether  we  are  going 
on  with  these  works  or  not ;  and  I  believe  there 
is  no  doubt  that  we  are  going  on  with  them. 
Then,  let  us  admit  the  fact,  and  set  about  doing 
the  work  in  a  businesslike  way.      My  notion  of 
a  businesslike  way  is  to  take  the  London  money 
market  into  our  confidence,  and  say,  *'  We  are 
not  going  in  for  any  wild-cat  scheme  ;  here  are 
four  railways  which  have  been   projected   for 
a  long  time.    We  propose  to  finish  them  in 
a  period  of  five  years,  and   for  that  purpose 
we  ask  for  a  loan  of  £5,000,000."    A  return 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  last  year  shows 
the  following  figures  as  the  estimated  cost  of 
completing  these  four  works :    Midland   Bail- 
way,  £1,250,000;  Canterbury  East  Coast  Rail- 
way,  £1,250,000;    North    Island  Main   Trunk 
Railway,  £1,446,000 ;  Otago  Central,  £800,000. 
These  are  the  ofiicial  figures,  and,  as  will  be  seen, 
they  total  up  to  £4,746,000.    Extras,  et  cetera, 
will  have  to  be  allowed  for,  and  so,  in  round 
figures,  we  may  set  down   the   total  sum  at 
five  millions  of  money.    I  propose  that  the  ex- 
penditure should  be  extended  over  a  period  of 
five  years,  and  that  the  loan  should  be  raised 
million  by  million  as  required.    That  would 
meet    the    requirements    of    the    case,    and 
I   think,  Sir,  this  is  the  policy  tbat  will  yet 
have  to  be  sldopted.     Now,  Sir,  I  propose  to 
refer  to   two   or    three    omissions     from    the 
Speech.    Last  session  the  Government  assisted 
the  honourable  member  for  Lyttelton  by  pass- 
ing a  very  useful  Bill,  called   the  Inebriates* 
Homes  Bill.    It  is  a  scandal  that,  in  a  country 
like  this,  we  have  no  institution  to  which  to 
send  persons  who  are  suffering  from  what  is 
really  a  disease  to  be  treated  medically  with 
a  view  to  cure.     All  that  we  can  do  is  to  bring 
them  before  the  Magistrates'  Courts  as  crimi- 
nals and  send  them  to  gaol.    The  Government 
have  recognised  the  expediency  and  humanity 
of  establishing  homes  of  this  kind,  and  all  that 
is  needed  now  to  carry  out  the  machinery  of 
the  Act  of  last  year  is  that  there  should  be  a 
vote  placed  on  the  estimates  for  the  purpose ; 
and  I  hope,  before  this  session  closes,  we  shall 
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be  asked  to  vote  a  sum  of  mooey  to  establish 
at  least  one  such  home  for  New  Zealand,  if 
not  one  in  each  of  the  two  Islands.  Then, 
there  is  another  matter  in  which  I  think  the 
Gtovernment  should  take  action  at  once — I 
mean  in  regard  to  the  industrial  schools.  I 
think  it  is  a  scandal  and  a  shame  that  criminal 
children,  or  the  children  of  criminal  parents, 
should  be  sent  to  the  same  place  as  children 
who  have  to  be  sent  to  these  establishments 
merely  through  the  misfortunes  of  their 
parents,  with  the  necessarily  resultant  contami- 
nation of  the  innocent  by  those  who  are  very 
far  from  innocent.  Sir,  there  need  not  be  any 
great  expense  gone  to  in  this  matter  in  order  to 
6£Feot  a  radical  cure.  Yet,  though  over  and 
over  again  the  Magistrates  of  Ohristchuroh,  and 
other  Magistrates,  have  pointed  out  to  the  Go- 
vernment the  necessity  of  doing  something  in 
this  matter,  nothing  has  yet  been  done.  Well, 
Sir,  there  is  an  establishment  at  Bumham  and 
an  establishment  at  Gaversham,  and  why  not 
make  a  departmental  arrangement  ho  that  one 
class  of  children  should  be  sent  to  the  one  esta- 
blishment and  the  other  clars  to  the  other? 
Then  we  would  have  at  once  the  separation 
which  is  so  desirable.  There  is  another  omis- 
sion, and  a  remarkable  omission,  in  the  Gover- 
nor's Speech,  about  which  I  trust  the  Govern- 
ment will  have  something  to  say  before  the 
session  closes.  I  allude  to  the  fact  that  there 
IS  no  reference  whatever  to  the  proposal  for  the 
penny  inland  postage.  The  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier,  in  one  of  his  speeches,  if  not  in  more 
than  one,  stated  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  put  into  operation  the  Act  which 
was  passed  at  the  instance  of  his  late  colleague 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Ward,  and  I  had  hoped  to  see 
the  statement  confirmed  in  the  Speech  of  His 
Excellency.  For,  although  penny  inland  post- 
age would  probably  during  the  first  year  mean 
a  loss  of  revenue,  I  feci  satisfied,  upon  the  evi- 
dence of  what  has  happened  in  other  countries 
in  all  such  cases,  that  this  reduction  in  the 
postal  charge  would  only  prove  a  temporary  loss, 
and  that  the  increase  in  the  nnmber  of  letters 
sent  in  conFcquence  of  the  reduction  would  in 
the  course  of  two  or  three  years  overtake  the  loss 
and  turn  it  into  a  profit.  At  any  rate,  I  think 
the  subjf>ct  may  well  be  brought  before  this 
House  during  the  present  session,  if  the  Govern- 
ment doeH  not  see  its  wav  to  tn^e  the  respon- 
sibility without  first  consulting  the  House. 
Then,  I  also  see  nothing  in  the  Speech — per- 
haps this  is  due  to  the  modesty  of  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier— in  regard  to  any  proposal 
for  strengthening  the  hands  of  the  Government. 
I  am  one  of  those  who  think  that  there  are  not 
enough  Ministers  on  those  benches  to  properly 
carry  on  the  work  of  the  country.  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  so.  We  have  instituted  large 
new  departments,  added  portfolio  after  port- 
folio, and  placed  far  too  many  burdens  on 
Ministers'  backs.  No  matter.  Sir,  however 
capable  they  may  be,  however  physically  as 
well  as  mentally  strong  they  may  be,  I  say  it  is 
not  possible  to  expect  their  duties  to  be  pro- 
perly discharged — for  due  attention  to  be  paid 
to  all  the  minutisB  of  so  many  departments — 
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unless  the  number  of  Ministers  be  increased. 
If  this  country  wants  its  work  properly  carried 
on,  it  must  be  prepared  to  appoint  a  sufficient 
number  of  Ministers  to  carry  on  that  work; 
and,  more  than  that  (an(1 1  say  it  as  a  Liberal), 
it  should  be  prepared  to  pay  those  Ministers 
reasonable  and  proper  salaries.  I  have  no 
sympathy  with  the  cheeseparing  policy  that 
would  out  down  the  salary  of  a  Minister  of  the 
Grown  to  a  lesser  amount  than  that  of  one  of 
his  employes,  who,  perhaps,  has  not  one- tenth  of 
the  work  the  Minister  has  to  do,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  strain  of  the  responsibility  that  devolves 
upon  the  Minister.  I  have  sat  in  this  House 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  have 
seen  Premier  after  Premier  break  down  ander 
the  strain  of  office.  Whether  agreeing  with 
their  policy  or  opposed  to  it,  members  of  this 
House  have  always  been  able  to  respect  them 
one  and  all  for  their  ability,  their  grasp  of 
public  affairs,  and  their  energy  in  carrying  on 
the  public  affairs,  and  I  say  it  has  been  a  most 
melancholy  thing  to  follow  these  men  to  their 
graves— graves  to  which  they  would  not  have 
been  sent  for  years  if  thev  had  only  heA  a 
reasonable  amount  of  work  to  discharge.  I 
say  it  is  a  disgrace  to  a  democra'iy  to  pay  its 
Ikfiiii^^ters  inadequately  ;  atid,  further,  that 
Ministerial  salarit's  should  be  suflUcient  to 
reuiovo  all  temptation  to  accept  outside  re- 
mun(  ration  of  any  kiud.  1  say,  let  Ministers 
be  paid  handsomely,  let  U8  expect  them  to  dis- 
charge their  work  thoroughly,  end  let  us  have 
a  sufficient  number  on  the  benches  to  discharge 
that  work  in  all  departments  efficiently. 

An  Hon.  Member  — What  about  travelling- 
allowances? 

Major  STEWARD.  — Let  them  have  fair 
allowances,  certainly.  Well,  Sir,  there  are  a 
good  many  other  matters  1  should  like  lo  refer 
to  did  time  perniit,  but  I  atn  not  one  of  those 
who  often  trouble  the  House,  nor  do  I  ever 
trouble  it  at  great  length,  and  I  will  leave 
those  other  matters  until  another  opportunity. 
I  have  felt  it  my  duty.  Sir,  to  make  these 
remarks  in  the  interests  of  my  constituents, 
and  now  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  about  the 
amendment  that  is  before  the  House.  It  is 
one  which  presents  two  questions  for  the  House 
to  answer.  Honourable  members  know  my 
views  with  regard  to  party  government,  and 
they  will  not  be  surprised  when  they  hear  me 
say  that  it  should  not  be  possible  to  have  two 
questions  before  the  House  at  the  one  time. 
There  ought  never  to  be  a  oomplication  of 
issues.  Fortunately,  however,  on  this  occasion 
1  am  placed  in  no  difficulty.  I  am  not  in  the 
position  of  having  to  affirm  the  major  question^ 
although  I  would  like  to  affirm  the  minor 
question.  I  am  in  the  position  of  being  able  to 
deal  with  both  questions  on  their  meritf*,  and 
to  negative  them  both,  because  I  do  not  con- 
sider that  either  of  the  propositions  contained 
in  the  amendment  should  be  carried.  The 
two  propositions  are  these :  The  minor  ques- 
tion is  as  to  the  form  of  the  Marine  inqoiry* 
the  amendment  proposing  that,  instead  of 
there  being  a  Gommission  set  up,  (here  should 
be  a  Committee  of  the   House.     The  major 


1899.] 


Address  m  Eep^y :  fHOUSB-l 


No  Confidence. 


183 


piopositioii — the  other  question — is  that,  in- 
stead of  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  now 
form  the  Ministry  occupying  those  benches,  there 
should  be  placed  on  them  an  Administration 
formed  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  is  now 
at  the  head  of  the  Opposition.  As  to  the  first 
proposition,  ic  seems  to  me  that  the  Opposition 
are  hoist  with  their  own  petard.  I  have  a 
lively  recollection  of  the  year  1896,  when  there 
was  a  proposal  before  the  House  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Bankiug  Committee.  What 
was  that  Committee  proposed  for  ?  To  inquire 
into  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand ; 
and,  not  only  that,  but,  as  was  asserted  by 
the  Opposition  of  the  day,  to  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  Ministers  in  connection  therewith. 
And  what  were  we  told  when  the  Committee 
was  proposed  by  the  Government  ?  The  leader 
of  tbe  Opposition,  who  moved  the  present 
amendment  the  other  day,  said, — 

"  As  to  the  Committee  itself,  I  say  I  decline 
to  sit  upon  it,  and  I  will  point  out  tdat  you 
caoLot,  unfortuuately,  in  Parliament,  disasso- 
eiate  the  two  sides  of  Parliament  from  having 
a  more  or  less  biassed  view  of  questions  which 
«ame  before  Committees." 

Farther  on  the  honourable  gentleman  goes 
■on  to  say, — 

"  Onoe  for  all,  the  House  should  endeavour  to 
pi  a  proper  tribunal,  and  I  should  like  to  see 
tbe  matter  finally  disposed  of  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Royal  Commission,  of  which,  in  my 
opinion,  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  should 
be  Chairman,  and  two  men  of  high  business 
standing,  utterly  unconnected  with  parliament- 
«iy  life,  as  members.  Then  we  might  expect 
a  fair  and  proper  report." 

Another  leading  member  of  the  Opposition, 
the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa,  said, — 

"  We  have  had  important  questions  in  con- 
nection with  the  colony  dealt  with  in  da>s 
gone  by  by  Royal  Commissions ;  we  have  had 
gentlemen  of  high  standing  from  outride  New 
Zealand  altogether  appointed  to  determine  the 
seat  of  Qovernment.  Why  should  not  a  similar 
course  be  followed  in  this  instance  ?  " 

Perhaps  I  may  be  told  that  this  matter  of 
the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  had  nothing  to  do 
with  Ministers,  and  that  Ministers  were  not 
then  on  their  trial  *,  that  the  circumsiances 
now  are  altered,  in  that  Ministers  now  have 
accusations  made  against  them,  and  that 
therefore  we  should  have  a  Committee  of  the 
House.  But  what  does  another  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Opposition  (Mr.  Duthie)  say  on  that 
vacy  point  ?     He  said, — 

"I  agree  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay  that  an  independent  body,  such 
as  an  outside  Commission,  ought  to  be  set  up 
to  investigate  this  question." 

He  further  says, — 

"  We  have  to  deal  with  the  present,  and 
more  especially  with  the  present  Ministers,  who 
have  led  the  House  and  country,  step  by  step, 
Jnto  this  unfortunate  position." 

Again,  he  says,  speaking  of  the  Premier, — 

**  He  has  therefore  no  right  to  be  on  a  Com- 


mittee which  is  to  inquire  into  charges  against 
himself  persoually,  his  late  colleague,  and  his 
Goveroment." 

Now,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  is  advo- 
cating the  exactly  opposite  course  to  that  which 
he  then  proposed.  The  whole  question  in  1896 
was  as  between  a  Committee  of  Parliament  and 
a  Commission.  The  honourable  gentleman  was 
not  then  satisfied  with  what  was  proposed — a 
Committee  —  but  insisted  on  a  Commission. 
Now,  when  it  is  proposed  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mission, he  wants  a  Committee  of  the  House. 
I  believe,  Sir,  if  tbe  Government  in  this  OMe 
had  proposed  a  Committee  of  the  House,  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  his  supporters  would 
have  asked  for  a  Commission.  Well,  Sir,  I 
cannot  see  my  way  to  vote  for  an  amendment 
of  that  kind.  As  regards  the  main  issue, •!  am 
strongly  of  opinion  that  a  majority  of  this 
House  belinves  that  the  present  Administration 
should  hold  their  Reats  until  the  termination  of 
this  Parliament.  Whether  I  am  right  or  not  in 
that  opinion  will  be  decided  when  you,  Sir,  order 
the  bell  to  he  rtin^;  ;  but  I  t^<ink  that  what  I  now 
say  will  be  proved  by  the  division.  Sir,  the  fact 
Uf  the  genial  gentleman  who  leads  trie  Opposi- 
tion never  expected  to  carry  this  amendment, 
and  when  I  listened  to  his  speech  in  moving  it  I 
could  see  that  he  wa»i  merely  carrying  out  the 
wishes  of  his  party  as  a  matter  of  form,  and 
that  he  had  not  the  ghost  of  an  idt;a  that  he 
could  succeed.  Indeed,  I  scarcely  believe  that 
he  really  wishes  the  amendment  to  be  carried. 
His  heart  was  not  at  all  in  the  busmei^s.  But, 
Sir,  this  debate  has  given  an  opportunity  of 
airing  a  number  of  matters  that  must  liave 
been  discussed  at  some  time  or  other  during 
the  session,  and  therefore  time  has  not  been 
lost.  I  would  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  leads  the  Oppo- 
sition fails,  as  I  think  he  is  doomed  to  fail,  in 
his  appeal  to  the  Herod  of  Parliament,  I  hope 
he  will  be  content  to  assist  the  other  dide  of  the 
House  in  doing  some  really  good  work  during 
the  present  session  for  the  benefit  of  those 
whom  we  are  here  to  serve,  and  that  we  shall 
work  together  as  a  united  House  for  the  good 
of  the  people  of  this  colony  until  the  time 
arrives  to  appeal  to  the  Csesar  of  the  constitu- 
encies, by  whom  the  final  verdict  will  have  to 
be  given. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  (Dunedin  City). 
— Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  propose  to  follow 
throughout  the  speech  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down,  because,  in  the  first 
plflbce,  I  should  not  have  time :  and,  secondly, 
because,  as  the  Premier  himself,  from  an  inter- 
jection he  made  while  his  supporter  was 
speaking,  seemed  to  think  his  speech  entirely 
irrelevant  to  the  sdbject  under  discussion,  I 
may  fairly  be  relieved  from  following  him  to 
any  extent.  I  think  it  was  entirely  unnecessary 
for  the  honourable  member  to  dwell  so  emphati- 
cally on  the  fact  that  on  this  occasion  he 
was  not  going  to  support  the  Opposition,  and  so 
help  them  into  power.  We  at  no  time  expected 
he  would.  But  we  had  other  reasons  for  not 
expecting  the  honourable  gentleman  to  support 
us,  and  they  are  reasons  founded  upon  what 
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fell  from  the  lips  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
himself.  I  have  a  distinct  recolleotion  of 
reading  the  report  of  a  speech  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  deliyered  a  short  time 
ago,  in  which  he  claimed  his  right  to  a  renewal 
of  the  confidence  of  his  constituents  on  three 
— to  him — very  important  grounds :  First,  that 
he  had  obtained  eleven  billets  for  persons  in 
his    neighbourhood ;    secondly,    that  he    had 

Sot  the  sum  of  £6,000  of  public  money  to 
isburse,  which  amount,  he  said,  was  £1,000 
more  tban  other  members  had  got — I  hope 
I  am  not  misquoting  the  honourable  gentle- 
man; and,  thirdly,  because  he  had  written  a 
thousand  political  letters,  a  number  very  much 
in  excess,  I  should  imagine,  of  what  most  of 
us  write.  How  could  we  expect  the  honour- 
able, gentleman  to  vote  with  us?  He  might 
not  get  so  many  billets— the  honourable  mem- 
ber, I  see,  agrees  with  me — because  they 
would  then  be  distributed  fairly ;  and  possibly 
he  would  not  get  so  much  money,  because  the 
money  would  then  be  distributed  according  to 
the  needs  of  the  colony.  I  noticed  the  honour- 
able gentleman  waxed  almost  patbetic,  and 
spoke,  as  I  thought,  in  rather  a  warning  tone 
about  tbe  temptations  to  which  existing  Minis- 
ters are  subject  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
adequacy of  their  salaries— an  allusion  I  am 
not  sure  we  quite  understood.  That  should 
rather  impel  him  to  vote  for  us,  for  he  will  be 
relieved  of  any  fears  about  such  temptations 
when  the  Opposition  get  into  power.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  relevant  towards 
the  latter  portion  of  his  speech,  and,  so  far  as 
he  was  so,  and  dealt  with  the  amendment,  I 
shall,  in  the  course  of  a  minute  or  two, 
refer  to  his  views  on  that  important  matter. 
I  am  very  glad  to  take  as  early  an  oppor- 
tunity as  was  accorded  me  of  taking  part  in 
this  debate,  because  I  .think  the  sooner  it 
is  off  our  hands  the  better.  The  Governor's 
Speech  is  no  doubt  a  very  useful  formality,  but 
it  is  little  more  than  a  formality.  For  the 
mofct  part  it  is  mere  political  '*  gabble  " — if  one 
can  use  such  a  term  without  disrespect.  There 
is  only  one  portion  of  it  I  intend  to  deal  with 
myself  to-night  —  namely,  that  which  is  tra- 
versed by  the  amendment  now  before  the 
House.  Let  me  first  of  all  say  that  this  vote  of 
no-confidence  is  not  a  vote  of  no-confidence  of 
the  Opposition.  The  Opposition,— I  ought  to 
speak  for  myself  alone,  but  I  am  safe  to  speak 
for  others  in  this  particular, — the  Opposition 
has  certainly  no  confidence  in  the  Government. 
Nobody  has  in  this  House  that  I  know  of,  if 
one  may  judge  by  what  honourable  members 
say — by  what  they  say,  I  mean,  before  their 
constiiuents  ;  and  even  in  the  course  of  debate 
one  may  fairly  judge  that  they  really  have 
little  confidence  in  the  Government.  I  could 
prove  that  if  I  had  time.  But  we,  the  Opposi- 
tion, do  not  table  a  vote  of  no-confidence  in 
the  Government  at  the  present  moment.  The 
Government  turned  a  most  reasonable  and 
necessary  amendment  into  a  no- confidence 
motion.  There  is  a  great  distinction  to  be 
drawn  between  the  two  positions.  Had  the 
Opposition  tabled  a  motion  of  no-confidence  in 
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the  Government,  it  would  become  our  duty  to 
bring  forward  everything — and  there  is  a  vast 
deal — that  could  support  the  proposition.    Bat 
what  we  contend  for  is  something  which,  I  shall 
prove  to-night,  every  member  of  this  House 
ought  to   be  glad   to  accept    and    support- 
namely,    the    propositions   contained    in  the 
amendment.    I  say  I  shall  prove  that  in  the 
course  of  my  remarks ;  and,  confining  myself  to 
that,  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  to  drag  in  all 
sorts  of  irrelevant  subjects  such  as  railways^ 
rabbits,  and  Heaven  knows  what    else.    My 
purpose  is  to  deal  with  the  Governor's  Speech 
so  far  as  the  Royal  Commission  is  concerned, 
with  the  Address  in  Reply  in  that  particular 
matter,  and  with  the  amendment  now  before 
the  House.    Now,  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  House,  Sir,  to  the  peculiarity  of  the 
position   in  which  we  are   placed.      The    Go- 
vernor's Speech  announces  to  the  House  that 
a  Royal  Commission  has  been  appointed.    The 
expression  '*  has  been  "    appointed   is  worthy 
of  notice,  because  it  implies    an   amount  of 
haste  which  is  most  unusual  and  very  extra- 
ordinary.   What  would  one  expect  under  the 
circumstances,    on     the     eve    of    Parliament 
assembling?      One    would    expect     that    the 
Government,  if  they  wanted   to  inquire  into 
the  Marine  Department,  would  consult  Parlia- 
ment about    it — would    tell  Parliament  what 
they  were  going  to  do,  and  the  reason  for  doiDg 
it — instead  of  announcing  on  the  opening-day 
that  they  had  appointed  a  Rojal  Commission. 
The  haste  of  it,  as  I  have  said,  was  at  least 
extraordinary.    Now,  what  was  the  motive  of 
the  haste  to  announce  that    the   thing  was 
done  ?    I  do  not  suppose  there  is  any  doubt  in 
the  mind  of  any  member  of   this   House  on 
either  side ;  and,  most  certainly,  there  is  no 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  country.     The  only 
motive — the    only .  possible    motive — was,  by 
means  of  this  Royal  Commission,  to  close  the- 
moutbs  of    members    of   Parliament    so  that 
they  should    not  be   able,    while    the    Royal 
Commission   was   deliberating,  —  and,   as  we 
know,    it   might    deliberate     throughout   the 
greater  portion  of  the  session, — to  discuss  the 
Marine  Depsirtment  and  this  particular  scan- 
dal connected  with  its  administration.     Tbe 
Government  thought  to  close  our  mouths  on 
tbe  plea  that  the  matter  was  sub  judice.    If 
any  proof  of  that  were  required  we  have  it  in 
the  statements  made  by  members  since  the 
discussion  began.     My  honourable  friend  and 
colleague  tbe  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Millar)  apologized,  when  he  made  the  most  dis- 
tant allusion  to  the  subject,  by  saying  it  was 
sub  judice,  and,  he  thought,  ought  not  to  be 
dealt  with.    Then,  my  honourable  friend  the 
Minister  for — nothing  in  particular,  Mr.  Gar- 
roll, 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— Colonial  Secretary. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE. —  *' Colonial 
Secretary,"  is  it  ? 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Acting. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.—"  Acting  Colo- 
nial Secretary."  Well,  I  said  **  nothing  in  par- 
ticular." 

An  Hon.  Mxmbsb.— Commissioner  of  Stamps. 
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He.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.  —  Well,  my 
honourable  friend  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps 
•lio  told  the  House,  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks, that  this  ^as  a  subject  which  was  sub 
judice — ^the  House  will  notice  the  sudden  re- 
spect which  members  of  the  Government 
entertain  for  matters  which  are  stib  judice — 
and  therefore  we  ought  not  to  discuss  it.  That 
points  to  the  motive  they  had  for  not  con- 
salting  Parliament,  and  for  setting  up  a  Boyal 
Gommission  by  virtue  of  a  power  outside  the 
House.  It  may  be  worth  while  just  at  this 
moment  to  point  out  the  sources  from  which 
Boyal  Commissions  may  come.  There  are  three 
ioaro€B.  I  perhaps  would  best  explain  by  a 
quotation  from  one  of  the  soundest  authorities 
we  have  —  Cox,  upon  the  ''Institutions  of 
England."  He  sajs,  '*  Commissions  of  inquiry 
are  issued  by  the  Grown  sometimes  in  accord- 
tnoe  with  Acts  of  Parliament  directing  par- 
ticular inquiries,  sometimes  in  compliance 
with  the  addresses  of  the  House  of  Parliament, 
and  sometimes  by  the  cole  authority  of  the 
Grown."  That  is  to  say,  Commissions  are  set 
lip  by  Bills  originating  in  either  House,  by 
lesolntions  of  either  House,  praying  the  Gc- 
nma  to  appoint  them,  and  occasionally  by  the 
uthority  of  the  Crown  icself  in  the  exercise  of 
its  prerogative — that  is  to  say,  by  the  Governor 
in  his  own  right.  Todd,  who  is  also  an  autho- 
rity members  are  familiar  wiih,  uses  almost  the 
flUDe  language.    He  says, — 

"Royal  Commissions  may  be  appointed  by 
the  Crown  either  at  its  own  discretion,  and  bv 
firtoe  of  its  prerogative,  or  in  conformity  with 
the  directions  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  or  in 
compliance  with  the  advice  of  one  or  both  of  | 
the  Houses  of  Parliament." 

Now,  the  Government  on  this  occasion  could 
have  taken  any  of  three  ways  to  establish  a 
Royal  Commission,  and  I  wish  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  they  deliberately  chose  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown.  They  did  not  want 
to  couFult  the  HouFO.  They  did  not  want  to 
hrirg  the  matter  before  the  House.  To  avoid 
doing  so  they  went  to  a  power  outside  the 
House,  to  another  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
and  had  the  Commission  set  up,  so  as  to  de- 
prive us  of  any  choice  as  to  the  character  of 

QQ  the  inquiry.  Now,  that  was  a  most 
'  unusual  course  to  take,  when  Parlia- 
ment was  in  the  very  act  of  assembling. 
Every  one  of  our  Boyal  Commissions  of  late 
years  have  in  some  way,  though  appointed 
b^  Bo}al  prerogative  ultimately,  taken  their 
rise  in  the  House.  For  instance,  there  was  the 
Polhill  Gully  Commission.  There  was  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  first  set  up  to  inquire  into 
the  matter,  but  the  House  was  prorogued  before 
the  inquiry  was  finished,  and  then  the  Go- 
vernor was  properly  advised  to  set  up  a  Boyal 
Commission  to  finish  the  inquiry.  The  Boyal 
Gommission  upon  the  tariff  originated  in  the 
report  of  a  Select  Committee  of  this  House, 
which  report  was  indorsed  by  the  House  itself. 
The  House  delegated  its  power  to  that  Com- 
mittee, and  the  Commission  arose  out  of  its  re- 
port. It  was  the  same  with  the  Commission 
Mliog  with  the  gumfields.      Questions   were 


raised  about  and  complaints  made  of  the  influx 
of  Austrians,  and  then  a  Boyal  Commission  waa 
appointed.  It  was  the  Fame  with  the  Horo- 
whenua  Commission.  There  were  continual 
discussions  in  Parliament,  and  the  Minister 
promised  that  a  Boyal  Commission  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  matter.  But  this  ia 
a  case  in  which  a  Government,  which  calls  itself 
above  all  things  a  Liberal  and  even  a  Badical 
Government,  instead  of  consulting  Parliament 
as  to  whether  it  should  inquire  into  a  particular 
matter,  and,  if  so,  in  what  manner  the  inquiry 
should  be  carried  out  to  satisfy  the  House  and 
the  country,  slinks  off  to  the  Governor,  and 
practically  asks  him  to  cast  the  shelter  of  the 
Crown's  prerogative  between  the  Government 
and  the  House.  Can  there  be  a  doubt  for  a 
single  instant.  Sir,  that  the  object  of  thia  par- 
ticular Boyal  Commission  was  twofold :  First, 
to  remove  the  discussion  from  the  arena  of 
Parliament ;  and,  secondly,  to  render  the  in- 
quiry as  fruitless  as  possible  ?  Well,  now,  the 
fruitlessness  of  the  outcome  of  the  Commission 
brings  me  to  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
spoke  before  me.  Major  Steward.  He  quoted 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie), 
and  some  other  honourable  gentlemen  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  condemning  Committees  of 
the  House  and  favouring  Boyal  Commissions. 
And  the  honourable  members  on  the  other  side 
affected  to  laugh  and  to  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  scoring  a  point ;  but  the  House 
has  only  to  remember  that  at  the  time  those 
remarks  were  made  we  had  had  plenty  of  ex- 
perience of  parliamentary  Committees,  and 
we  had  had  comparatively  but  very  little 
experience  of  Boyal  Commissions.  We  have, 
however,  had  experience  since.  We  had  a 
Boyal  Commission  set  up  last  year  upon  the 
Police  question — the  mention  of  which,  by  the 
way,  reminds  me  that  that  Commission  also 
arose  out  of  the  action  of  this  House.  It  was 
the  honourable  member  for  Christohurch  City 
(Mr.  Taylor)  who  forced  that  Commission  on. 
The  Government  in  the  first  place  refused 
to  accede,  and  then  when  it  was  found 
that  the  *'  left  wing "  was  likely  to  join 
the  Opposition  in  demanding  it  the  Govern- 
ment gave  way.  But  what  I  was  pointing 
out  when  I  broke  ofi  to  indicate  the  origin 
of  the  Commission  was  that  we  have  had 
experience  of  Boyal  Commissions  since  then, 
and  that  experience  has  taught  us  that  Minis- 
ters, the  principal  culprits,  were  perfectly  en- 
titled to  say  whether  they  would  go  before 
the  Commission  and  give  evidence,  or  whether 
they  would  not.  They  absolutely  refused  to 
give  evidence  in  the  Police  inquiry,  and 
ultimately  escaped  doing  so,  thus  vitiating 
the  whole  inquiry.  How,  then,  can  we  be 
expected  to  have  the  same  regard  for  or 
belief  in  Boyal  Commissions  that  we  had 
before?  It  is  not  possible.  Evidently  the 
chief  advantage  of  a  Boyal  Commission  to 
the  Government  is  that,  while  it  may  eluci- 
date a  number  of  minor  facts,  it  is  calculated 
at  the  same  time  to  favour  the  escape  of 
the  chief  culprits.    This  much,  at  any  rate. 
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cannot  be  denied  by  either  side  of  the  Hoase : 
that  we  are  now  adopting  a  form  of  inquiry 
which  permits  Ministers  to  say  whether  they 
will  give  evidence  or  not  as  they  choose.  That, 
I  repeat,  cannot  be  denied ;  and  it  remains  for 
hononrable  gentlemen  who  profess  so  much 
to  believe  in  this  Commission,  and  who  are  so 
ready  to  thank  His  Excellency  for  setting  it  up, 
to  explain  what  the  ground  of  their  partiality 
is.  Now,  I  want  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  fact  that  this  is  not  a  solitary 
scandal,  this  Marine  scandal.  An  honourable 
gentleman  the  other  day — I  think  it  was  the 
mover  of  the  Addrefs— said  the  Opposition  were 
always  looking  out  for  some  scandal  against  the 
Government,  and  that,  not  being  able  to  get 
any  other,  they  had  ifallen  upon  this.  The 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Oity  (Mr. 
Millar)  also  said  something  of  the  same  sort. 
I  may  therefore  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  fact  that  we  really  live  nowadays, 
and  have  done  for  some  years  past,  in  an 
atmosphere  of  scandals.  I  need  not  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  scandal  with 
which  the  Government  commenced  their  career, 
the  so-called  mistake  in  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment, a  very  remarkable  and  significant  *'  mis- 
take," although  the  present  House  does  not 
recall  the  circumstances.  Then  there  was 
the  Pomahaka  scandal,  another  remarkable 
thing  of  the  kind.  The  evidence  elicited 
there  certainly  struck  the  House  at  the 
time  as  being  uncommonly  significant.  Then 
there  was  the  banking  scandal  —  I  mean 
when  the  guarantee  of  two  millions  was  given 
to  the  bank,  which  money  was  found  a  year 
afterwards  to  have  been  absolutely  thrown 
away,  and  the  chief  instigator  of  the  deed, 
Mr.  Murray,  escaped  examination.  Then 
thei^  was  the  Wrigg  scandal  of  last  year. 
We  must  not  forget  that,  and  a  very  odious 
form  of  scandal  it  was.  Then  there  was  the 
bogus  sale  of  stores  of  last  year ;  and  now  we 
have  the  Marine  scandal. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — You  have  missed  some. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.- Well,  I  cannot 
be  supposed  to  enumerate  all  the  scandals  of 
these  recent  years ;  but  my  object  is  to  show 
that  we  live  in  an  age  of  scandals,  and  that 
this  is  not  by  any  means  a  new  one,  and  that, 
in  fact,  these  Boyal  Commissions  are  likely  to 
be  a  permanent  institution  so  long  as  the  pre- 
sent Government  lasts.  I  would  put  this  to 
the  Hous^,  and  I  appeal  to  the  other  side  at  the 
same  time :  I  would  ask  honourable  members 
whether,  if  the  paragraph  I  am  about  to  read 
had  appeared  in  the  Governor's  Speech  instead 
of  the  one  which  actually  did  appear,  it  would 
not  be  much  nearer  the  truth — within,  in  fact, 
the  bounds  of  rigid  truth  ?  Let  me  give  the 
paragraph  as  it  ought  to  read — that  is,  if  the 
Government  were  speaking  really  their  mind 
on  the  question  :— 

"As  my  Advisers  are  unhappily  constantly 
involved  in  the  most  serious  departmental 
scandals,  a  large  portion  of  their  time  is  neces- 
sarily taken  up  in  devising  means  of  escape 
from  the  odium  which  such  scandals  naturally 
entail  upon  them.    Hitherto  they  have  relied 
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for  safety  upon  the  notoriously  partisan  cha- 
racter of  Select  Committees  of  inquiry ;  bat  ex- 
perience of  the  Wrigg  scandal— not  yet  repcoiad 
upon,  however — the  bogus  sale  of  railway  storBs, 
and  many  others  too  numerous  to  mentioD, 
have  warned  them  that  a  certain  element  of 
danger  attaches  to  such  inquiries.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Boyal  Commission  in  the 
Police  scandal  gave  my  Advisers  so  much 
satisfaction  by  its  complaisance  in  exempting 
the  chief  culprits  from  examination,  and  is 
removing  an  explosive  subject  from  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  House,  that  they  have  wuelj 
determined  in  future  to  adhere  to  that  oon- 
venient  form  of  inquiry.  I  confidently  an- 
ticipate, therefore,  that,  while  we  may  reason- 
ably  expect  an  increasing  number  of  scandals, 
they  will  under  Koyal  Commission  inquiriei 
by  no  means  constitute  that  danger  to  my 
Advisers  which  they  have  undoubtedly  been  in 
the  past." 

Does  that  not  breathe  the  mind  of  the  Pre- 
mier ?  I  venture  to  say  there  is  not  a  member, 
even  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  who  doM 
not  believe  in  his  heart  that  the  Government 
deliberately  chose  the  Royal  Commission  form 
of  inquiry  because  they  found  last  year,  when 
they  had  the  Police  inquiry,  that  it  was  a 
comparatively  worthless  method  of  investiga- 
tion. Moreover,  they  can  rely  upon  the  pre- 
sent Commission  much  better  tnan  that  of 
the  Police.  Let  us  hear  in  mind  that  there  is 
no  one  to  prosecute — no  one  to  conduct  thii 
inquiry.  Before  the  Police  Commission  last 
year  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Christchuroh  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  aoted  the  part 
of  counsel ;  and  if  be  had  not  been  there,  what 
would  have  been  elicited  ?  If  I  had  not  myself 
conducted  the  Pomahaka  inquiry — and  I  came 
up  as  a  witness  only,  but  slipped  into  the  pon- 
tion  of  counsel  in  an  unexpected  way— do 
honourable  members  believe  that  the  facts 
cks  we  now  know  them  would  have  oome 
out?  No,  Sir,  not  a  material  fact  would 
have  come  out.  But  in  this  oeise  there 
is  no  one  to  conduct  the  inquiry;  there  is 
no  guarantee  that  Ministers  will  attend,  and 
if  they  do  there  is  no  one  to  cross-examioa 
We  cannot  expect  che  Commissioners  to 
examine  Ministers,  or,  indeed,  any  one,  as 
counsel  would  in  an  ordinary  Court.  Now,  I 
wish  particularly  to  allude  to  the  peouliar 
position  in  which  we  are  being  placed  from  the 
constitutional  standpoint,  and  whioh  has  called 
forth  the  present  amendment.  The  amend- 
ment is  divisible,  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Waimate  said,  into  two  parts.  The  first 
portion  affirms  that  the  Commission  cannot 
constitutionally  call  Ministers  to  account  for 
the  administration  of  their  depe^rtments ;  and 
the  second  affirms  that  this  House,  and  this 
House  alone,  can.  How  any  one  in  the  Hooee 
can  vote  against  these  two  propositions  I 
cannot  possibly  understand.  Let  me  pot 
before  the  House,  and  I  can  do  it  in  a  coopl^ 
of  sentences,  the  true  constitutional  aspect  of 
the  matter — I  mean  sis  regards  Ministers  in 
their  relation  to  a  Commission.  I  hold  in  my 
hands    the    last    edition   of  Todd's   **  PirliA- 
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-  nuDtary  Government  in  England/'  Spenoer 
Wslpole's  edition.  It  has  a  chapter  on  Boyal 
CommisBionB,  and  I  beg  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  passage  I  am  about  to  quote.  It 
is  M  follows,  from  Volume  ii.,  page  95: — 

"It  would  be  unconstitutional  to  refer  to  a 
Bap,\  Commission  subjects  which  are  con- 
nected with  the  elementary  duties  of  the 
eierative  Government,  and  with  its  relations 
toFtoliament;  or  to  investigate  a  grievance 
which  arises  out  of  a  particular  decision  of 
Pteliament ;  or  to  appoint  a  Commission  with 
A  view  to  evade  the  responsibility  of  Ministers 
in  any  matter,  or  to  do  the  work  of  existing 
departments  of  State,  which  possess  all  needful 
heilities  for  obtaining  information  on  questions 
of  detail,  and  which  are  directly  responsible  to 
Parliament ;  or  to  inquire  into  acts  of  miscon- 
dnct  which  have  been  committed  by  a  Judge  or 
a  IGnister  of  State,  which  should  be  investi- 
gMcd  by  the  House  of  Commons.  .  .  .  No 
eoDmission  should  be  invited  to  enter  upon 
aoj  question  of  policy,  lest  it  should  trench 
opon  the  proper  limits  of  Ministerial  responsi- 
Wity,  and  upon  ground  which  belongs  to 
Pailiunent." 

Here,  then,  we  find  it  laid  down  in  the  clear- 
est tenns  that  a  Royal  Commission,  while  it 
can  inqnire  into  all  sorts  of  minor  details, 
most  not  infringe  on  the  powers  or  duties  of 
i^'ament,  and  must  nut  have — must  not 
pnfeee  to  have — any  jurisdiction  over  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Ministers,  who  are  responsible  to 
Miament,  and  to  Parliament  alone,  for  the 
eondoct  of  the'  departments  under  their  care. 
So  much  for  the  constitutional  position.  Let 
01  now  look  at  the  common-sense  of  the  posi- 
tion. If  a  Royal  Commission,  established  oy  a 
power  outside  ourselves,  by  another  branch  of 
the  Legislature — the  Governor — is  to  close  our 
months  on  this  particular  subject,  there  is 
Nearly  no  reason  whatever  why  every  subject 
inay  not  be  withdrawn  from  us  during  the 
whole  oourse  of  the  session.  Suppose  the  Go- 
femment  announced  on  the  first  day  of  some 
other  session  that  it  had  appointed  a  Royal 
Commission  by  virtue  of  the  Governor's  pre- 
ngative  to  inquire  into  the  finances  of  the 
^lony,  is  it  conceivable  that  until  that  Com- 
iision  reported  we  should  have  all  discussion 
of  the  finances  of  the  colony  debarred  to 
u?  rhe  idea  is  a  monstrous  absurdity. 
•A'Od  if  it  was  the  intention  to  withdraw  this 

?Qffition  from  the  ken  of  Parliament,  then 
lay  it  is  one  of  the  most  impudent  at- 
tempts ever  made  to  interfere  with  the  freedom 
of  the  Institution.  I  shall  treat  the  Royal 
Commission  and  its  work  with  the  greatest  re- 
spect, because  it  emanates  from  the  Crown ;  but 
I  can  assure  the  House  of  this :  that  as  long  as 
I  remain  the  member  for  the  City  of  Dunedin  I 
ihall  discuss  the  Marine  scandal,  and  the  con- 
^Qct  of  Ministers  and  officials  in  connection 
^th  it,  throughout  the  entire  session  whenever 
>Ir>  Speaker  pronounces  the  discussion  relevant 
Md  in  accord  with  the  Standing  Orders.  I  say 
that,  80  long  as  Ministers  are  responsible  for 
their  administration,  I  shall  discuss  that  ad- 
Biinifltration  quite  independently  of  any  Com- 


mission that  may  be  set  up,  either  by  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  or,  for  that  matter,  by  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  herself.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  know  what  took  place  between  the  Premier 
and  His  Excellency  at  the  initiation  of  this 
Commission,  but  this  I  am  certain  of :  that  if 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  made  his 
request  for  a  Royal  Commission  by  exercise  of 
the  prerogative  just  as  Parliament  was  as- 
sembling to  any  of  the  professional  Governors  of 
old  days,  such  as  Sir  Hercules  Robinson  or  the 
Marquis  of  Normanby,  the  answer  would  have 
been,  *'  I  have  no  objection  to  sign  a  warrant 
for  a  Royal  Commission,  but  you  mast  under- 
stand I  cannot  in  the  least  degree  interfere 
between  you  and  your  entire  responsibility  to 
Parliament."  I  have  not  the  leafit  doubt  that 
would  be  the  answer  given  by  an  experienced 
Governor,  and  for  all  we  know  it  may  have 
been  the  answer  given  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man the  other  day.  Now,  I  want  to  draw 
attention  to  some  of  the  particular  facts  of  this 
Marine  scandal.  There  are  two  sides  to  it — 
each  a  picture ;  you  look  at  this  picture  and  on 
that,  and  the  contrast  will  be  found  startling. 
The  facts  as  they  are  known  to  us — as  they 
were  revealed  in  the  law-courts — are  that  for 
some  time  a  couple  of  Ministers  were  doing 
their  best  to  get  a  certificate  for  the  Captain 
Jones  who  is  connected  with  this  business — to 
get  for  him  a  certificate  of  some  sort,  a  service 
certificate  at  least.  The  Premier  hai  been 
receiving  deputations  on  the  matter,  and  he 
was  subjected  to  a  good  deal  of  pressure,  for 
the  man  Jones  seems  to  have  had  many  friends. 
He  was  doing  his  best  to  get  the  department  to 
facilitate  the  granting  of  a  certificate.  He 
passed  a  memorandum  to  one  of  the  perma- 
ment  officials  to  say,  '*  Can  you  not  do  some- 
thing for  Jones  ?  '*  or  "  Can  you  do  nothing  for 
Jones  ?  " 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No  ;  that  is  not  what  I  said. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Well,  then, 
**  Can  anything  be  done  for  Jones  ?**  And  the 
answer  that  was  returned  to  him  honestly  by 
the  official  was,  ''  We  can  do  nothing  for  him." 
There  wan  a  great  deal  of  genuine  effort  on  the 
part  of  Ministers  to  get  this  thing  through. 
That  is  clear  from  the  evidence  given  in  Court. 
Then,  when  the  Premier  went  to  Auckland  he 
sent  the  celebrated  telegram,  which  has  boen 
once  or  twice  quoted  already,  so  that  it  is 
almost  unnecessary  for  me  to  repeat  it.  He 
sent  a  telegram  from  Auckland  which  waa 
practically  an  instruction  to  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  Mr.  Hall-Jones,  to  put  this  thing 
through  and  settle  it.  That  it  was  practically 
an  instruction  to  the  Minister  of  Marine  to  put 
the  thing  through  no  one  who  knows  the  two 
men  can  doubt.  At  this  stage  I  ought  to  recall 
the  fact — though  it  is  an  unpleasant  thing  to 
do — that  the  Hon.  the  Premier  has  an  excuse 
to  offer,  a  sort  of  motive  to  suggest,  for 
sending  that  telegram.  He  said  it  was  in 
consequence  of  a  conversation  he  had  with 
Captain  Fairchild,  who  had  urged  that  some- 
thing should  be  (^one  for  Captain  Jones. 
I  think  that  statement  deserves  some  anim- 
adversion.     I  make  bold  to  say  that  what- 
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wet  impression  may  bave  been  left  on  ibe  i 
mind  of  the  Premier  by  any  casual  con  versa-  j 
tion  be  may  bave  bad— and  it  is  not  for  me  to 
contradict  bis  statement  tbat  be  bad  convena- 
tion  with  Csptain  Fairchild — I  make  bold  to 
say  tbat  there  is  not  a  eouI  in  Kew  Zealand  on 
either  side  of  politics  v^ho  knew  the  late  Cap- 
tain Fairchild  who  believes  for  one  instant 
tbat  what  he  may  bave  said  could  be  con- 
strued into  urging  upon  the  Premier  the  ad- 
mission into  an  honourable  and  most  respon- 
sible position  of  an  entirely  unqualified  man. 
Not  for  an  instant  do  I  believe  that  was  tbe 
nature  of  the  conversation,  whatever  idea  tbe 
Premier  may  bave  carried  away  witb  him 
about  it.  Professional  men  never  do  those 
tbings.  I  ask  tbe  House,  Did  they  ever  know 
— and  we  bave  had  plenty  of  experience  and 
discussions  on  such  questions — did  they  ever 
know  a  lawyer  who  urged  the  admission  into 
tbe  profession  of  some  one  who  bad  never  quali- 
fied for  the  law,  or  who  was  unable  to  pass? 
Did>ou  ever  know  a  professional  man,  however 
liberal  in  bis  ideas,  woo  wanted  some  one  to  get 
into  tbe  professional  ranks,  as  it  were,  over  tbe 
fence  ?  I  never  beard  of  such  a  case.  Did  any 
member  of  this  House  ever  hear  of  a  qualified 
medical  man — a  doctor — who  was  anxious  tbat 
some  one  entirely  unqualified  should  get  into 
the  profession  without  passing  through  the 
ordinary  curricnlum  ?  Not  a  bit  of  it.  Never 
was  such  a  case  beard  of.  We  may  be  satisfied 
it  is  the  same  ^ith  tbe  nautical  profession. 
Captain  Fairchild — I  am  as  sure  as  I  am 
standing  here — was  the  last  man  on  earth  to 
urge  that  an  unqualified  person  should  be 
allowed  by  any  stretch  or  evasion  of  the  law  to 
be  passed  frr  a  responsible  position  in  which 
the  lives  of  others  would  depend  on  bis  skill 
and  care.  I  ask  the  House,  tben,  bow  is  it 
that  Captain  Fairchild's  name  comes  into  this 
matter?  Can  there  be  a  doubt  about  the  answer? 
It  is  because  Captain  Fairchild  is  dead.  Oh, 
these  things  are  dene,  and  done  often,  Sir.  I 
do  not  dispute  for  a  moment  tbat  there  may 
bave  been  a  conversation ;  I  do  not  deny  but 
that  the  Premier  may  have  mistaken  the  gist  of 
it ;  but  I  state  what  I  believe  to  be  the  fact, 
for  from  the  dead  no  remonstrance  or  denial 
can  come.  The  same  thing  is  being  dene 
in  France  at  tbe  present  moment.  There  is  a 
man  there — God  foibid,  however,  tbat  I  should 
draw  any  parallel  in  the  matter — a  man  named 
Esterhazy,  a  traitor  and  forger,  who  sent  an 
innccent  man  to  the  vilest  form  of  exile  con- 
ceivable, but  who  at  length  confessed  be  forged 
the  celebrated  bordereau  bimself.  He  says  be 
did  it  by  order  of  a  certain  Colonel  Sandberr,  his 
supeiior  officer.  But,  let  it  be  noted,  Colonel 
Sandberr  is  dead.  I  object  in  the  strongest 
terms  to  tbe  name  of  the  late  Captain  Fair- 
child  being  brought  into  this  matter  at  all. 
But  let  me  come  back.  I  bave  given  one  side 
of  tbe  picture— namely,  tbe  efforts,  tbe  per- 
sistent efforts,  made  by  two  Ministers  to  get  a 
certificate  for  a  totally  unqualified  man — a  man 
who  in  the  most  patbetio  way  in  the  world — 
for  I  bave  much  pity  for  him — told  the  Marine 
Department  and  the  Minister  that  tbere  was 

Mr,  Af.  /.  8,  MackenMi§ 


no  use  in  bis  going  up  for  even  a  mate's  eec* 
tificate,  because  be  could  not  pass.  They  ban 
it,  tben,  drawn  from  out  their  mouths  in  Gout 
tbat  for  some  period  of  time  at  least  tbey 
were  doing  the  best  tbey  could  to  get  this 
man  a  service  certificate.  And  here  let  ms 
recall  the  mind  of  the  House  to  tbe  Iset 
tbat  a  service  certificate  was  as  much  agftioEt 
the  regulations,  was  as  dangerous,  and  u 
improper  as  a  certificate  of  competency,  ani 
tbat,  in  fact,  it  was  tbe  first  and  necessiiy 
step  to  a  captain's  certificate.  What  GaptsiB 
Jones  wanted  from  the  first  was  a  captaia^ 
certificate,  and  we  bave  seen  two  Ministea 
doing  tbeir  best  to  get  him  over  tbe  difficoltj 
that  stood  in  his  road.  Tbat  is  cne  side  of  tlu 
picture.  I  want  now  to  draw  tbe  attention  of 
tbe  House  to  tbe  other  side.  As  was  mentioDed 
by  tbe  honourable  member  for  Tuapeka,  vheft 
the  Premier  was  travelling  in  the  South,  sod 
speaking  at  Lawrence,  he  called  on  tbe  Hinii» 
ter  of  Marine  to  assist  him — to  oorrobonti 
him  in  saying — what?  That  he  had  wm 
known  an}  thing  about  Jones,  or  the  certificil^ 
or  tbe  evasion  of  tbe  law,  or  any  mortal  tbinf 
about  the  matter,  till  Mr.  John  Hutohe80D,lbi 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City,  bad  spoka 
about  it  in  the  House.  He  was  corrobontfli 
by  the  Minister  of  Marine  in  tbe  following 
language : — 

"  You  were  not  in  tbe  country  at  tbe  tuott 
and  we  at  no  time  had  any  conversaticB  ^ 
about  Jones,  bis  certificate,  or  anything  oon*  ^ 
oerniog  him  until  some  time  after  HutcfaescAlj 
speech.  I  never  authorised  a  permit  allowilgj 
bis  examination,  and  was  nob  aware  one  wall 
required,  or  bad  been  given,  until  tbe  eve  fl(; 
the  Magisterial  inquiry.'*  J 

Here  we  have  the  Minister  of  Marine  co^J 
roborating  tbe  statement  of  tbe  Premier  tbatj 
be  hfltd  never  beard  of  the  business  befora-j 
Then  tbe  Premier  calls  tbe  Press  about  bin; 
in  Dunedin,  and  delivers  to  them  the  following ^ 
— it  has  been  quoted  before,  but  it  is  woitk^ 
quoting  again.  It  refers  to  tbe  statement  msdl! 
at  tbe  time  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Hall-JoDi^j 
the  day  before  be  left  for  Englsind,  asking  kin  ; 
(Mr.  Hall-JoneO  to  do  what  be  could  forCsp*  \ 
tain  Jones. 

*'  The  statement  is  an  absolute  fabricatio&t 
without  the  slightest  foundation.  In  fact,  l 
never  spoke  to  Sir.  Hall -Jones  about  CaptsiB 
Jones's  examination,  nor  did  I  write  to  hm.  * 
went  away  in  April  and  tbe  exami nation  took 
place  in  July.  The  first  I  knew  of  Captain  JciM 
or  the  certificate  was  after  tbe  fipeecb  had  bees 
made  by  John  Hutcheson  in  tbe  House.  Tb* 
evidence  given  by  Mr.  AUport  (Chief  Clerk)  ii 
incorrect." 

g  QQ  Here  I  may  just  mention  that  tbs 
evidence  of  Mr.  Allport  was  summe^i  op 
in  tbe  words,  '*  There  can  be  no  question  Uiftt 
tbe  examination  was  sanctioned  by  tbe  Minii- 
ter."  Well,  then,  that  is  tbe  other  side  of  tba 
picture.  The  first  side  reveals  all  the  exertions 
made  by  the  two  Ministers  to  gel  for  Jooei  * 
service  certificate,  which  was  just  aa  improp^ 
and  illegal  as  the  other,  and  then  we  bare  for 
tbe  other  side  tbeae  extiflM>rdinary  and  abeolaw 
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denUi  that  they  knew  abont  Jones,  his  oer- 
tfate,  01  anything  else.    I  know  what  the 
defence  is  to  be,  I  think ;  but  sarely  it  is  a 
.  itiuge  one  for  a  Premier.    **  He  never  spoke 
.  to  Hall- Jones,  nor  did  he  write,"  and  so  forth. 
Well,hedid  not  write,  he  only  telegraphed. 
Kl  SEDDON.^Not  about  the  examination  ? 
:    Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Not  about  the 
H  mmination  I    Does  the  House  perceive  where 
'  tte  defence  lies— in  that  the  word  "  ezamina- 
' Ilon"eome8  in  there,  and  therefore  the  state- 
''  vent  that  he  made  wa?  literally   the  truth. 
He  sever  telegraphed    about  the  '*  ezamina- 
;tion"l   That  is  the  contention.    Now,  I  want 
\  to  tike  a  broad  view  of  the  question,  and  I 
;  nni  to  ask  the  House  and  the  colony  what  is 
to  be  expected  from  a  person  in  the  position  of 
.  Ihe  Premier  who  has  to  answer  suoh  acousa> 
'.ft«i  ae  were  then    being   made.    Was   the 
UD  deceiving  the   colony   who  uttered  those 
-  iemilBfOrwas  he  describing  the  real  position  of 
"  afiun?  la  other  words,  were  all  the  utterances 
UiTeread  out  to  the  House  designed  to  reveal 
tte  troth  to  the  colon v  or  to  oonoeal  it  ?    That 
•  kibe  teal  point.    I  do  not  care  to  go  paRt  that. 
Thete  ii  but  one  answer  to  it,  although  there 
na;  be  a  quibble  hidden  somewhere  to  work 
opoD.  Whether  we  can  see  the  distinction  he- 
tteeo  telegraphing  and  willing,  or  the  differ- 
aee  made  by  the  use  of  the  word  *'  ezamina- 
ina"  where  cnly  a  service  certificate  was  being 
'.  Vfcd,  the  broad  fact  is  that  every  word  utteied 
plgrboth  Ministers  wa<t  designed  to  mislead  and 
■eeive  the  colony.    It  was  as  if  Ministers  were 
ttTJDg  in  much  aRtcinishment  to  the  colony, 
"Captain  Jones  I     We  never  heard  of  him  ;  we 
Mftt  heard  of  his  certificate ;  we  do  not  know 
vbat  all  the  noi^e  is  about ;  we  were  in  ignor- 
iBceof  the  circumstances  until  John  Hutcheson 
Ittde  his  statement  in  the  House."    Then  we 
toarejes  over  the  piinted  evidence  of  the 
Mroigiers  and  of  the  officials  as  it  came 
the  Courts,  and  we  recognise  that  the 
tttempted  deception   of    the    people  was  the 
^nt  feature  of  the  whole  business.    It  seems 
tome  a  very  serious  aspect.     The  leader  of  the 
Opposition  quoted  a  passage  from  a  book  he 
VIS  reading  the  other  day,  and  it  was  acuiious 
bet  that  I  also  was  reading  a  book,  and  was 
Boch  Biruck  with  a  passflkge  in  it.    It  was  a 
\  >OTel~the  name  of  it  I  need  not  mention. 
[    An  Hon.    Member.  —  ••  The    Wide,   Wide 
\  World"? 

I     Mr.  M.  J.   S.   MACKENZIE.-It   was    an 
!  tttiemely   clever    bock,    and    dealt  with   the 
;  (benomenal  success  which  a  man  had  through- 
Mt  his  entire  career. 

An    Hon.     Membeb.  —  "  The     Sorrows    of 
8aian"? 

^t.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— No,  Sir;  no- 
_  about  Satan  has  any  interest  for  this  side 
^tbe  Houfe.  It  was  a  novel  which  dealt  with 
^  phenomenal  success  of  a  man  in  a  certain 
pbase  of  hia  private  life,  and  no  doubt  the  same 
one  would  for  a  time  bring  success  in  public 
!>&.  There  wan  something  to  me  illuminating 
in  the  ^ay  the  position  was  put.  This  is  what 
It  said:— 

"The  chief  reason  of  his  unfailing  sucoesB 


lay  in  the  fact  that  he  shrank  from  no  artifioei 
no  duplicity,  that  might  further  his  cause.  A 
great  portion  of  his  success  lay  in  his  capacity 
for  deception." 

The  application  lies  in  the  concluding  and 
summarising  sentence.  I  am  satisfied  that 
what  I  say  would  be  indorsed  by  an  immense 
majority  of  the  people  of  this  colony — that  a 
very  large  portion  of  the  phenomenal  success 
the  Premier  has  met  in  his  career  as  Minister 
— and  he  has  been  a  powerful  Minister — is  due 
to  his  phenomenal  capacity  for  deception.  I 
will  say  no  more  on  that  head.  But  I  cannot 
think  that  that  class  of  policy — if  we  can  dis- 
tinguish it  by-such  a  name — is  going  to  succeed 
very  much  longer.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
now  succeeding  with  the  House.  I  do  not 
think  it  has  altogether  succeeded  with  mem- 
bers even  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
I  firmly  believe  the  general  elections  will 
show  that  it  is  not  now  succeeding  with  the 
country.  I  can  almost  prove  that  it  is 
not  succeeding  with  the  more  responsible 
among  my  honourable  friends  sitting  opposite. 
I  was  speaking  recently  in  the  district  of  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Mataura — 
reluctantly,  I  confess,  for  it  is  the  Premier  who 
has  forced  us  into  the  necessity  of  speaking  in 
other  people's  districts — and  saw  there  a  local 
newspaper— one  not,  I  think,  unfavourable  to 
my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Mataura. 
A  question  was  asked  the  honourable  member 
by  one  of  his  constituents  at  the  conclusion  of 
his  meeting.  Here  is  the  question  and  the 
answer : — 

*'  Mr.  Mabsh  said  he  would  like  to  hear  an 
expression  of  opinion  from  Mr.  McNab  on  what 
is  termed  *  the  Marine  scandal,'  and  also  on  the 
revelations  contained  in  the  Police  Commis- 
sion's report. 

*'  Mr.  McNab  said  he  might  be  called  on  to 
sit  in  judgment  on  these  matters  if  Committees 
were  set  up,  and  he  did  not  care  to  prejudice 
his  position  by  doing  as  suggested." 

Here  we  find  that  my  honourable  friend  had 
not  before  his  constituents  dealt  with  these 
two  important  matters.  He  never  alluded 
either  to  the  Police  Commission  or  to  the 
Marine  scandal ;  hence  the  question.  And  the 
answer  was  that  he  could  not  do  so  without 
prejudicing  his  position  as  a  possible  member 
of  a  future  Committee  of  inquiry.  In  other 
words,  he  would  not  enlighten  his  constituents 
upon  the  Marine  scandal  for  fear  he  might 
have  to  consider  and  report  upon  it.  Now,  I 
do  not  wish  for  an  instant  to  bring  this  up 
flkgainst  the  honourable  gentleman ;  but  I 
may  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Mataura  is 
as  intelligent  as  any  member  of  this  House, 
that  he  is  experienced  in  politics,  that  he 
is  a  lawyer  by  profession,  and  that  no  one 
generally  can  take  better  care  of  himself  in 
the  House  or  out  of  it.  And  yet  he  thought 
it  a  proper  answer  to  that  very  pertinent 
question  that  he  could  give  no  opinion  for 
fear  he  might  have  to  make  one  of  six  or 
seven  members  who  might  possibly  sit  on  a. 
Committee  connected  with  it.    Are  we  to  sup 
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pose  that  was  the  real  reason  ?  Not  for  an  in- 
stant. I  need  not  lell  the  House  what  the  real 
reason  was — that  my  honourable  friend  felt 
that  the  subject  was  altogether  too  odious, 
too  hateful  to  defend.  He  was  supporting  the 
■Government  ffenerally— I  am  sorrj  for  it,  and 
for  him — but  he  felt  that  it  ^as  not  possible  for 
him  to  defend  them  in  the  Marine  scandal, 
and  therefore  he  prudently,  and  as  one  would 
•ex^ject  from  a  man  of  his  caution,  would  say 
nothing  at  all  about  the  subject.  The  incident 
surely  lets  a  flood  of  light  into  the  condition 
of  the  minds  of  honourable  members  on  the 
other  side.  We  know  perfectly  well  that  they 
have  as  great  a  horror  of  a  detestable  scan- 
dal like  this  as  have  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House ;  but  unfortunately  they  have 
not  always  the  courage  to  act  upon  their 
convictions.  It  is  a  great  misfortune  and 
a  great  danger  to  the  colony  that  party 
loyalty  should  be  bo  mischievously  construed. 
Well,  Sir,  my  time  is  nearly  up  now,  and  I  need 
not  detain  the  House  much  longer.  I  dare 
aay — and,  in  fact,  I  have  heard  remarks  to  that 
effect — that  some  honourable  members  opposite 
think  we  are  greatly  concerned  on  this  side 
of  the  House  as  to  what  the  issue  on  this  ques- 
iion  is  going  to  be.  I  can  assure  honourable 
members  that  for  myself  I  do  not  care  a  straw 
how  the  voting  goes.  I  am  perfectly  contented 
at  having  had  an  opportunity  of  pointing  out 
the  true  position  in  this  matter — namely,  that 
the  (Government  have  run  for  shelter  to  the  Go- 
vernor, and  have  asked  him,  by  virtue  of  his 
prerogative,  to  throw  a  shelter  over  them,  to 
remove  this  question  of  Marine  maladminis- 
tration— a  very  daugerous  question  for  them— 
from  the  arena  of  the  House  altogether — to 
remove  it  to  a  safe  distance,  where  it  will  be 
dealt  with  very  safely  indeed.  I  am  satisfied 
with  having  pointed  out  that  the  conduct  of 
the  two  Ministers  concerned  has  demoralised 
a  whole  department  of  the  public  service — the 
Marine  Department.  Anybody  who  has  read 
the  evidence  can  see  that  the  officers  of  the 
Marine  Department,  from  the  very  beginning, 
were  anxious  to  do  their  duty  until  the 
will  of  the  Minister  came  between  them  and 
it.  Then  they  quailed  before  the  will  of 
their  superiors,  and  so  the  Marine  scandal 
eventuated.  I  say  I  am  content  to  point  out 
that  not  only  has  a  whole  department  been 
demoralised,  but  that  also  a  certain  number  of 
officers  have  been  ruined,  either  materially  or 
in  reputation,  by  what  has  been  done.  They 
have  been  sacrificed  for  the  sake  of  the 
Ministers  whom  they  obeyed,  and  who  should 
be  responsible  for  them.  There  is  no  doubt 
upon  that  point.  I  am  perfectly  content  to 
have  pointed  out  that  the  result  has  been  to 
•endanger  the  lives  of  the  public  and  to  open 
the  door  to  the  very  widest  corruption  in  the 
State.  Of  that  also  there  is  no  doubt.  And  it 
is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  result  has  been 
to  cast  suspicion  on  all  the  certificates  of  past 
years  which  have  been  issued  by  this  depart- 
ment, to  the  injury  of  the  holders.  All  this 
has  been  done,  and  yet  what  is  the  result? 
We  have  a  whole  array  of  members  sitting 
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there  in  the  House  before  me  who  call  them- 
selves Liberals  and  Democrats,  and  who  are 
now  taking  action  calculated  to  indorse  the 
punishment  of  the  permanent  officers — the 
unhappy  men  who  have  had  to  figbt  the  will 
of  the  Minister;  and  which  action  is  at  the 
same  time  calculated  to  let  the  true  culprits 
escape.  Is  that  not  so?  How  can  it  he 
denied  when  we  know  that  the  form  of 
inquiry  is  such  that  Ministers  have  the 
right  to  say  whether  they  will  give  evidence 
before  the  Commission  or  whether  they  will 
not  ?  Sir,  I  think  the  position  in  which  the 
Government  followers  are  placed  in  relation  to 
this  business  is  most  pathetic,  and  one  could 
almost  pity  them  when  we  see  how  persistently 
the  very  name  of  **  Liberal "  is  being  dragged 
in  the  mud.  It  is  significant,  too,  that  the 
discussion  of  the  question  should  be  left  to 
persons  like  myself,  who  have  been  oalled 
Tories  and  Conservatives,  and  all  the  rest  of 
it,  and  that,  instead  of  facing  Parliament 
boldly,  and  clearing  themselves  of  the  aspersions 
made  upon  them  in  connection  with  this  Marine 
business,  or  at  least  leaving  Parliament  a  voice 
in  the  investigation  of  it,  we  find  them  running 
to  seek  shelter  from  the  Governor  for  them- 
selves, and  leaving  their  victims — the  men  who 
are  unable  to  clear  themselves — to  be  sacrificed. 
Honourable  members  may  call  that  Liberalism, 
but  I  shall  be  very  much  astonished  if  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand  will  not  form  a  very 
different  opinion  when  the  time  comes  for  it  to 
express  its  opinion. 

Mr.  McNAB  (Mataura). — Mr.  Speaker*  after 
the  invitation  which  the  honourable  member 
has  extended  to  me  by  implication  it  could  not 
be  expected  that  I  should  decline  that  invita- 
tion. Nor  do  I  decline  it.  I  thank  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  remarks  he  has  passed 
about  myself.  I  deem  it  the  highest  compli' 
ment  that  one  member  could  pay  another — 
especially  when  he  has  been  brought  in  con- 
tact with  him  as  we  are  brought  in  oontaot 
with  one  another  in  this  House — when  he  ad- 
vises others  that  a  careful  answer  given  by  that 
member  meant  that  there  might  be  something 
wrong.  I  say  that  so  far  as  this  is  concerned 
he  was  perfectly  correct  in  his  supposition. 
There  might  be  something  wrong ;  and,  Sir,  I 
came  to  this  House  prepared  to  take  my  posi- 
tion if  things  were  right  and  my  position  if 
things  were  wrong,  by  refusing  to  justify  a 
thing  until  I  had  heard  the  evidence  for  or 
against.  I  ask  the  honourable  gentleman,  did 
he  come  here  prepared  to  act  as  judge?  I 
ask  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa, 
did  he  come  prepared  to  judge  of  what 
he  calls  the  Marine  scandal  ?  I  ask  the 
honourable  member  for  Bruce,  who  I  suppose 
is  one  of  the  straightest  men  in  this  House, 
did  he  come  into  this  House  this  session  pre- 
pared to  judge,  or  prepared  to  prosecute  as  cne 
would  go  into  a  Court  of  justice  having  already 
prejudged  his  man  ?  I  will  ask  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  also  what  his  position  was,  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea.  And  now 
I  will  read  to  you  what  they  have  expressed 
about    this    question.      The    honourable    the 
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leader  of  the  Opposition  comes  into  this  House 
tod  be  now  urgefl  that  we  sboald  fonn  a  Com- 
mittee  to  inquire  into  this  scandal.  If  the 
Opposition  are  to  furnish  any  members  to  that 
Committee,  they  will  take  their  leader  as  one  of 
the  most  unbiassed  judges  from  that  side  of 
the  House.  What  is  his  position  ?  "  That 
tppalliog  scandal  in  which  the  Minister  for 
Vftrine  allowed  a  man  to  obtain  a  certificate 
for  an  ocean-going  steamer  under  false  pre- 
tences." 

Captain  BUSSELL.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  McN.AB. — He  haR  judged  the  position 
tiready.  The  other  side  seem  to  have  proved 
H  right  up  to  the  hilt.  There  was  not  a  re- 
deeming feature  brought  out  by  them,  and  it 
was  impoi^sible  to  get  a  stronger  expression  of 
opnion  or  a  stronger  judgment  come  to.  I 
tik  every  member  in  this  House,  I  ask  the 
ooQTitiy,  what  would  be  his  position  on  a  Com- 
mittee of  inquiry  ?  I  ask,  what  is  the  position 
of  tbe  honourable  member  who  last  sat  down, 
icd  who  quoted  the  remarks  I  have  quoted, 
"ft  was  no  wonder  that  Mr.  MoNab  would  not 
SDswer  the  question.  It  was  too  dirty  for  him 
to  toach."  Would  the  honourable  member 
have  been  a  nice  person  to  put  on  the  Com- 
oittee  when  the  subject  was  too  dirty  for  him 
to  handle?  I  know  the  honourable  gentleman 
well  and  what  he  has  said,  and  I  say  he  could 
aot  have  gone  on  the  Committee.  I  believe  the 
Itader  of  the  Opposition  would  not  have  gone 
on  the  Committee.  He  said  he  would  take  the 
fall  opportunity  that  was  given  to  him  going 
from  end  of  the  colony  to  another — or,  rather, 
^  promised  to  go  and  did  not  go— and  give  all 
fte  attention  and  time  at  his  disposal,  regard- 
ksiof  all  consequences,  to  showing  up  the  in- 
iiptief  of  the  Administration.  Take  the  ex- 
pressed opinion  of  the  honourable  member  for 
tte  Wairar&pa  on  this  subject : — 

"  It  was  simply  shocking  to  think  that  the 
Premier  of  this  colony  could  corruptly  connive 
It  the  granting  of  a  captain's  certificate  to  a 
Bin  wholly  unfit  to  be  pierced  in  charge  of  the 
^  of  luen,  women,  and  children.  Both  the 
^ier  and  Mr.  HaJl-Jones  had  in  the  most 
Mwardly  way  sought  to  shield  tbemselves  by 
potting  the  blame  on  the  departmental  officers, 
*iio  they  knew  were  not  in  a  position  to 
wend  themselves." 

Mr.  RAWLINS.— That  is  true. 

Mr.  McNAB. — How  does  the  honourable 
B>ember  for  Tuapcka  know  ?  He  told  us  last 
^t  he  knew  nothing  about  the  subject. 
"lere  would  be  a  nice  trio  of  judges  to  try  any 
^^   Then  we  have  the  member  for  Bruce : — 

"The  reign  of  terror  had  been  so  great  that 
^taln  Allman  hardly  dared  to  refuse  what  he 
^  to  be  the  wish  of  the  Minister.  .  .  . 
^believed  that  they  would  yet  find  out  that 
u>MmiHter  knew  of  it,  and  winked  at  it,  and 
iQeoQiaged  it." 

I  admit  this :  that,  of  the  whole  four,  that  ia 

"<  least  biassed .    Then ,  the  member  for  Patea 

Hid,- 

"One  instance  of  many  of  the  utterly  cor- 
raptand  venal  administration  of  the  present 
^emment.    .    .    .     That   this    is   a    rank 


piece  of  corruption  few  even  ^of  the  infatuated 
admireis  will  deny." 

Where  are  you  to  get  your  judges  from 
when  they  are  all  tainted  with  expressions  of 
opinion  such  as  that  ?  I  was  wrong  in  saying 
they  are  all  tainted.  As  a  contrast,  let  me 
quote  what  the  honourable  member  for  Riocar- 
ton  said : — 

*'He  would  not  go  deeply  into  the  Allman 
soaodal  because  he  did  not  know  quite  enough 
about  it." 

Now,  that  wflbs  the  proper  stand  to  take. 
He  said  he  was  not  going  to  prejudice  hia 
position  in  this  House,  and  he  has  not  done  so 
up  to  the  present  moment  by  any  expression 
of  opinion.  That  honourable  gentlemen  is  in 
a  proper  po^^ition  to  deal  with  such  a  case  aa 
this. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Well,  make  him  chair- 
man of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  McNAB  — Unfortunately  you  have  all 
incapskcitated  yourselves  from  appointing  him 
by  pre-judging  the  ca.se.  These  are  the  ex- 
pressions of  opinion  from  members  on  that 
side  of  the  House.  They  have  acted  on  the 
supposition  that  there  would  be  absolutely 
no  inquiry,  and  they  had  a  holiday  on  that 
account.  Now  I  come  to  some  remarks  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie)  —  and  here  let  me 
congratulate  him  on  his  speech.  I  think  so 
far  as  the  first  portion  of  the  speech  was  con- 
cerned— that  dealing  with  the  constitutional 
aspect  of  the  case — he  argued  the  case  as  well 
as  any  speech  I  ever  heard  him  deliver  on  the 
floor  of  this  House.  And  if  the  evidence  taken 
by  the  Committee  or  Commission  had  been 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  I  would  have 
said  that  my  remarks  as  to  the  first  part  of  his 
speech  would  also  have  applied  to  the  second 
part.  But  the  great  weakness  of  his  position 
was  that  he  was  quoting  from  a  lot  of  evidence 
given  in  an  investigation  in  the  Supreme  Court 
— a  lot  of  matters  that  were  reported  in  the 
papers,  and  which,  so  far  as  the  members  of 
this  House  are  concerned,  are  little  more  than 
hearsay  evidence.  I  thought  the  second  part 
of  his  speech  was  weakened  by  that.  Let  us 
go  into  some  of  his  arguments.  He  said, 
**  Look  at  the  haste  in  appointing  the  Com- 
mission ;  the  Ministry  have  run  to  £e  (Governor 
to  get  assirttanoe."  Very  likely  the  honourable 
member  had  in  his  mind  another  Qovernment 
which  ran  to  the  Governor  before  Parliament 
assembled  and  asked  him  to  appoint  sixteen 
members  to  the  Council,  and  they  got  aboat  9k 
dozen  appointed.     There  was  a  precedent. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— That  was  not  ft 
Royal  Commission. 

Mr.  McNAB. — Certainly  it  was  not,  but  that 
was  where  they  got  the  precedent  if  there  was 
one  wanted.  And  if  there  was  anything  worse 
than  applying  for  a  Royal  Commission,  it  was 
the  foisting  upon  the  country  of  a  number  of 
members  of  the  Council  to  take  part  in  the  de- 
liberations on  the  laws  of  the  land  before  Par- 
liament had  assembled  to  decide  whether  that 
(government  should  continue  administering  the 
affairs  of  the  colony  or  not.    The  honourable 
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member  traoed  very  clearly  to  my  mind  the 
various  classes  of  Commiasions  which  coald  be 
appointed;  and,  when  it  was  boiled  down,  in 
the  end  he  had  to  admit  this :  that  the  com- 
plaints which  oaased  the  Commission  to  be 
brought  into  existence  had  their  origin  in  this 
House.  He  instanced  the  Kauri- gum  Com- 
mission, tracing  back  the  origin  of  ihat  Com- 
mission to  complaints  made  in  this  House. 
He  referred  to  the  Horowhenua  Commission, 
and  showed  that  it  had  its  origin  in  com- 
plaints made  in  this  Chamber.  He  alluded 
incidentally  to  the  Police  Commission,  and 
showed  that  it  also  had  its  origin  in  com- 
plaints made  in  this  House  by  the  honour- 
able member  sitting  on  my  right.  Now,  I 
ask,  what  was  the  origin  of  this  Commission? 
Was  it  not  owing  to  complaints  made  in  this 
House  by  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  J.  Hutcheson)  ?  There  tne  pa- 
rallel waA  complete,  but  the  honourable  mem- 
ber did  not  draw  it.  There  was  the  identical 
position  which  the  honourable  member  de- 
scribed with  regard  to  the  Kauri-gum,  the 
Horowhenua,  and  the  Police  Commissions.  I 
do  not  believe  that  even  the  most  violent 
opponent  of  having  a  Commission  to  inquire 
into  the  matter  would  say  anything  more  than 
that,  if  the  origin  was  not  identical,  at  any 
rate  it  was  simply  a  question  of  degree.  The 
honourable  member  said  that  under  a  Com- 
mission there  would  be  no  opportunity  of  a 
prosecution.  What  sort  of  example  did  he  give 
to  prove  that?  He  gave,  for  one,  the  Police 
Commission ;  and  the  other  illustration  he 
gave  was  the  Pomahaka  inquiry,  which  was  an 
Inquiry  before  a  Committee  of  this  House,  and 
not  a  Royal  Commission  at  all :  the  very  thing 
that  the  honourable  member  was  asking 
should  be  done  in  this  particular  case.  The 
whole  tenor  of  his  argument,  and  the  only 
evidence  brought  forward  in  support  of  it, 
was  that  in  the  case  of  a  Committee  of  this 
House  there  would  be  no  one  to  prosecute 
and  it  would  be  left  for  any  person  to  give 
any  evidence  he  liked.  Why,  his  whole  argu- 
ment told  against  himself.  We  accept  his 
statement  that  in  the  Pomahaka  case  there  was 
no  prosecution  until  he  came  on  the  scene,  and 
I  agree  that  when  he  did  take  part  in  that 
case  there  was  a  prosecution,  and  the  prose- 
cution could  scarcely  have  been  in  better 
bands.  Now,  I  want  to  leave  the  honourable 
member  for  a  few  moments :  I  will  come 
to  him  later  on.  I  want  to  congratulate  the 
member  for  Tuapeka  on  his  taking  his  seat  in 
this  House.  Owing  to  circumstances  beyond 
his  control,  although  he  was  present  with  us  last 
session,  he  was  at  that  time  unable  to  take  his 
seat.  He  gave  us  a  speech  last  night  which 
shows  that  there  has  been  a  substantial  addition 
to  the  debating  power  of  this  House.  I,  myself, 
was  very  pleased  indeed  to  see  that  he  was  one 
of  the  latest  acquisitions  to  the  increasing 
rabbit  party  in  this  House — a  party  which  last 
year,  I  think,  was  down  to  the  irreducible 
minimum  of  one.  I  hope  the  honourable  mem- 
ber will  take  an  early  opportunity  of  exerting 
his  influence  over  some  members  of  the  party 
Mr.  MeNab 


he  belongs  to,  to  get  a  change  made  in  our  ad- 
ministration in  regard  to  the  Rabbit  Depart- 
ment. I  refer  to  the  remarks  he  made  list 
night  when  speaking  about  the  wiping  out 
of  the  Rabbit  Department.  Although  I  have 
never  approved  of  the  policy  of  the  Government 
so  far  as  the  administration  of  this  department 
is  concernecl,  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  great 
mistake  indeed  to  wipe  out  the  department.  I 
think  the  law  might  be  amended  instead  of  onr 
doing  away  with  the  department.  It  has  come 
10  0  ^  ^^^^  position  now  that,  althoagb  it 
*  very  often  provokes  a  laugh  in  the 
House,  it  is  a  very  serious  matter  for  a  laigi 
number  of  farmers  in  the  southern  part  d 
New  Zealand — this  everlasting  punishment  ol 
them  by  immense  fines,  increasing  every  tina 
they  are  pulled  before  the  Magistrate,  when  it 
is  known  as  a  fact  that  any  person  can  go  aol 
examine  their  lands  and  find  rabbits  opoi 
them,  or  upon  any  Ian 'Is  examined.  This  is  a 
serious  matter,  which  for  many  years  past,  ml 
even  now,  is  worrying  the  very  life  out  of  the 
farmers  in  the  commutiity.  While  I  adift 
that  we  cannot  abolish  the  departmOk 
what  I  submit  to  the  Minister  in  ob^ 
of  it  is  this :  to  do  away  with  this  piuii» 
ment  by  large  fines,  and  in  place  of  tint 
punishment  substitute  some  procedure  liki 
this :  that  if  at  any  time  it  is  found  that 
man  is  not  taking  steps  to  clear  the  rabbits 
his  property,  the  Magistrate  should  have  powtf 
to  allow  any  man  to  go  in  on  that  mao"' 
property  and  kill  his  rabbits.  I  believe  ti 
would  be  the  best  form  of  punishment  to  / 
upon  him,  because  so  great  is  the  price  whii 
these  rabbits  bring  at  the  present  time  ' 
men  will  go  long  distances  to  get  land  to  ti 
on ;  and  let  it  be  a  punishment  on  his  hi 
that  if  he  does  not  kill  them  himself,  some 
else  will  go  in  and  kill  them.  The  honoi 
member  for  Waitaki,  speaking  to-night, 
ferred  to  the  trapping  of  rabbits  and  the  coal 
keeping  them  down.  He  appeared  to  da 
the  figures ;  but  I  know  of  a  case  in  my  ort 
district  where  the  manager  of  an  estate  tfl* 
me  that  before  this  system  of  trapping  f* 
the  preserving  works  came  into  vogue  it  bti 
cost  him  £700  a  year  to  keep  down  ^^ 
on  the  estate.  He  also  said,  '*  If  I  had  caiN 
last  year  to  put  up  the  right  to  keep  doff 
the  rabbits  on  the  estate  which  I  mana^ 
for  a  year  I  could  have  realised  sometb 
like  £100  on  it.  They  would  have 
me  £100  for  the  privilege  of  going  in 
trapping.*'  People  will  say  this  will  enoo 
rabbit-farming.  My  answer  is  this:  In 
first  place  the  land-owner  does  not  make  oi 
of  the  rabbits  what  he  would  do  if  they 
away.  I  ask  honourable  members  inuivid 
and  I  ask  them  all  together  if  they  are  able 
give  me  one  single  example  in  the  whole 
of  natural  history  where  there  has  ever  been 
wild  animal  that  became  the  property  of  i 
captor  which  has  survived  extinction  witho^ 
legislation  protecting  it.  I  say  you  will  m 
find  it  anywhere.  Looking  round  the  shores 
this  colony  you  see  whales  and  seals  on  o\ 
coast ;  all  the  native  birds  useful  for  food;  yo* 
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iaethe  bison  ia  North  America ;  the  elephants 
m06j\on  hftve  got  to  be  protected.  You  have 
got  Uie  whole  of  our  aoclimatifiation  laws  pro- 
tecting useful  animals.  *3  ou'tCj  83^Cff'j  jOAflS  . 
tjAn  Hon.  Mekber.— What  about   the  spar- 

RJWSf 

Hr.  BfcNAB. — ^I  never  heard  before  that 
!  ipanows  were  a  profitable  bird  to  catch,  and  I 
'  ^1  satisfied  that  so  long  as  you  have  a  price  on 
tbe  head  of  the  rabbit — so  long  as  you  allow  the 
Mptor  to  keep  the  ownership  of  the  animal — 
nothing  in  this  wide  world  will  ever  prevent 
(heir  extinction.  The  laws  ought  to  be  based 
OD  that.  The  conditions  all  over  the  colony 
Day  not  be  the  same.  The  conditions  in  the 
Honh  Island  may  be  different  from  those  of 
the  Soath,  .but  wherever  you  are  in  fairly  good 
eommonication  with  factories — where  they  can 
Ve  bozen  and  sent  to  the  Old  Country — that 
eoone  should  be  adopted.  In  Ssuthland  this 
lilt  jear,  an  object-lesson  was  set  in  this  matter. 
Ctae  of  the  freezing  companies  there  closed  up 
III  operations  in  the  way  of  freezing  mutton. 
Wheteas,  in  previous  years,  that  factory  killed 
iaige  numbers  of  sheep,  they  only  killed,  I 
l»lieve,wme  four  thousand  this  season.  They 
Q«d  that  factory  wholly  for  freezing  rabbits. 
Daring  last  year  I  notice  that  we  exported 
itom  this  oolony  rabbits  and  rabbit-skins  to 
;  4fcd  namber  of  over  ten  millions,  and  to  the 
taloeof  over  £145,  000,  as  follows  :— 


i    Froien  rabbits 
•'  Ribbit-Bkins 


Number. 
4,251.596 
6,607,934 


Value. 
£93,836 
61,607 


I  10,859,530      £145.443 

rlhe  honourable  member  for  Tuapeka  also  re- 
^l>nd  to  the  Manawatu  Railway  Oompany. 
rWeil,  I  am  one  of  those  who  think  that  that 
|«oipany  has  not  been  well  used.  I  have  got 
^  ftit  impression  on  my  mind,  and  I  think  the 
llCniater  should  look  at  it  in  this  light :  that  it 
■Mbeen,  and  will  be,  a  very  good  thing  for  us 
«  ve  do  away  with  this  private  ownership  of 
J^^aysin  the  colony.  Get  them  all  under 
^  State,  and  then  nobody  can  complain. 
Here  we  have  a  railway,  and  it  was  known 
vhenitwas  built,  and  during  the  whole  time 
K  has  been  in  operation,  that  the  great  bulk 
^Jti  fature  traffic  was  to  come  from  the 
Wfemment  lines.  The  pushing  on  of  the 
hoe  to  New  Plymouth  largely  aided  it,  and 
m  opening  of  communication  with  Napier 
^Qgh  the  Manawatu  Gorge  brought  another 
vvge  accession  of  traffic  to  that  line.  Of  course 
ft  wu  a  difficult  position  to  adjust  the  traffic 
jue  to  the  line  itself  and  that  brought  on  to  it 
«f  the  Government  lines.  There  is  a  fruitful 
*0Qroe  of  trouble  from  the  start,  and  the  only 
*^y  to  get  rid  of  it  is  to  get  the  ownership  into 
ue  hands  of  the  colony  before  you  begin  to  de- 
pciate  the  value  of  it  by  running  trains  by  a 
"Bger  route.  Look  again  at  the  San  Francisco 
^^ce.  I  understand  the  Premier  has  agreed 
•bat  the  Trisco  service  shall  remain  with  Auck- 
^d.  Well,  I  had  hoped  that  further  south  —in 
^^ogtoD,  at  any  rate— we  might  have  had  a 
*baie  of  the  service  ;  and  I  ask  the  honourable 


members  for  Wellington  Oity,  in  connection 
with  this  service,  Have  they  ever  thought  of 
what  is  going  to  result  from  the  federation  of 
the  Australian  colonies  ?  There  will  be  the 
Federal  mails,  and  the  Australians  will  not 
allow  their  mails  to  be  delayed  half  a  day  by 
coming  to  New  Zealand.  They  will  insist  on  a 
direct  course  either  to  Sydney  or  Brisbane,  and 
we  shall  not  be  in  a  position  to  ask  this  com- 
pany to  come  down  any  further  south  than 
the  nearest  town  in  New  Zealand,  and 
that  will,  of  course,  be  Auckland.  So  long  as 
Auckland  is  fixed  on  a?  the  terminus,  you 
have  to  get  your  mails  to  Wellington  in  the 
shortest  possible  time.  That  fixes  the  route  of 
the  Auckland-Wellington  line ;  no  longer  can 
yon  think  of  going  round  by  New  Plymouth.  I 
know  nothing  of  the  routes,  but  it  has  got  to  be 
made  the  shortest  route  ;  and  I  say  let  Auck- 
land have  the  whole  of  the  San  Francisco 
service  without  any  carping  on  the  part  of  the 
rest  of  the  colony,  but  insist  that  while  they 
llave  that  service  we  must  take  care  that  the 
mails  are  distributed  over  the  colony  by  the 
shortest  possible  route.  The  question  was  also 
mentioned  about  the  carriage  of  lime,  and  it  is 
the  case  to  a  certain  extent,  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Tuapeka  said  la<it  night,  that  lime 
might  be  taken  into  Southlani  while  there  is  a 
demand  for  trucks  in  Southland.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  was  correct  to  a  certain  extent, 
and  yet  he  was  wrong  in  regard  to  his  concln^ 
sion.  I  will  read  out  to  him  what  the  regula- 
tion is  in  regard  to  the  free  carriage  of  lime, 
which  was  put  into  my  hands  at  my  own  re- 
quest by  the  Hon.  the  Minister  m  charge  of 
the  railways.    The  regulation  is  as  follows  :  — 

"New  Zealand  lime  consigned  from  local 
kilns  direct  to  farmers  to  be  used  for  manur- 
ing  farm  lands  may,  at  the  option  and  con- 
venience of  the  Riilway  Dapartment,  be  con- 
veyed by  rail  for  distances  not  exceeding  100 
miles  free  of  charge." 

There  are  several  proviso.^.  One  provi-so  re- 
fers the  application  to  the  General  Manager  of 
Railways,  another  fixes  the  prioe  of  the  lime, 
and  the  third  specifies  the  use  to  which  it  is  to 
be  put,  and  the  last  part  of  che  regulation  i-i  as 
follows : — 

"The  Railway  Department  reserves  to  itself 
the  sole  right  to  decline  any  applioition,  and 
to  withdraw  approval  in  the  event  of  infringe- 
ment of  any  of  the  foregoing  regulations." 

So  far  so  good.  Now,  here  i?  where  the 
honourable  gentleman  made  a  mistake.  The 
Southland  traffic  is  such,  with  the  enormous 
timber  trade  there,  that  there  is  an  immense 
traffic  on  the  northern  lines — that  is,  going 
North.  These  trucks  go  up  loaded  as  far 
as  Dunedin,  Oamaru,  Timaru,  and  even  to 
Christchurch,  and  they  are  returned  as 
empties.  Now  there  may  be  a  demand  for 
trucks  in  Southland,  and  there  may  be  a  large 
number  of  trucks  returning  empty  to  their 
headquarters,  and  on  pausing  Milburn,  where 
the  limekilns  are,  they  are  run  in  there 
and  loaded  with  lime ;  so  that  it  often  hap- 
pens that  a  large  number  of  trucks  are  used  in 
bringing  lime  to  Southland  at  the  very  time 
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when  there  is  a  demand  for  trucks  there,  and 
when  these  trucks  are  intended  for  South- 
land traffic.  That  is  why  the  honourable 
gentleman  heard  in  many  places  in  Southland 
of  a  demand  for  trucks,  and  at  the  same  time 
saw  trucks  being  put  into  various  railway  sta- 
tions on  the  line,  loaded  with  lime.  While  this 
subject  of  lime  is  being  discussed,  let  me  say  a 
word  to  the  Minister  for  Bailwajs  on  the  sub- 

t'ect.  It  was  brought  to  my  notice  in  Southland 
»efore  I  came  away — and  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  Minister  is  aware  of  the  fact — that  the 
owners  of  the  limekilns  ar*'  the  men  who  apply 
for  the  trucks,  and  the  small  farmers,  or  some 
of  them,  say  that  the  owners  of  the  limekilns 
only  apply  for  trucks  to  fill  big  orders — that 
they  will  overlook  Eome  of  the  small  orders  and 
only  fill  the  big  orders.  That  is  the  complaint 
that  has  been  brought  to  me — chat,  when 
the  trucks  are  available,  the  first  orders  the 
limekiln  owners  commence  to  fill  are  the 
big  orders,  and  the  small  men  cannot  get 
supplied.  Now,  this  is  going  on  quite  apart 
from  the  administration  of  the  railways, 
unless  the  attention  of  the  management  19 
called  to  the  abuse  of  the  concession.  I  hope 
an  inquiry  will  be  made.  There  may  be 
nothing  in  it.  I  do  not  know.  That  is  the 
complaint,  and  if  there  is  anything  in  it  the 
Minister  for  Railways  will  see  that  it  may 
cause  very  great  injustice  indeed  to  many 
small  men.  Then,  coming  to  the  honourab  e 
member  for  Wellington  City,  whom  we  are  all 
very  pleased  to  see  back  in  his  place,  and  we 
all  hope  that  he  may  be  restored  to  his  wonted 
vigour — he  does  not  seem  to  be  wanting  much 
in  vigour  of  debate,  but  I  understand  he  is 
wanting  a  little  in  the  vigour  of  health— I  want 
to  refer  to  a  remark  of  his  when  he  spoke  this 
afternoon.  He  deprecated  the  amount  of 
taxation  which  was  being  raised,  and  stated 
that  it  was  not  required  even  for  roads  to  the 
back  blocks.  Well,  if  this  is  going  to  be  the 
policy  which  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
going  to  follow  he  will  have  some  of  his  own 
party  to  convert,  because  they  are  advocating 
a  very  different  policy  now.  I  shall  read  to 
him  what  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce 
said  when  speaking  at  Milton  on  the  9th 
May: — 

*'  Now  he  was  on  the  question  of  land-settle- 
ment he  might  say  that  he  did  not  think  that 
the  back  country  was  being  settled  as  fast  as 
it  should  be.  Surely  we  Rhould  settle  the  back 
country  as  fast  as  we  could  ?  Better  delay  the 
purohsise  of  private  estates  than  leave  the  back 
country  unoccupied  as  it  is  now.  It  might  be 
hard  for  the  settlers  to  have  to  go  to  the  back 
country,  but  it  was  good  for  the  community." 

Now,  the  honourable  gentleman's  policy  is  to 
send  all  the  settlement  into  the  back  country 
first  of  all,  and  not  to  buy  land  under  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act.  What  would  the  honour- 
able member  for  Clutha,  who  represents  a  lot  of 
back  country,  say  to  that  policy  ?  That  means 
that  all  the  future  settlement  has  got  to  be  sent 
away  into  the  wilds  of  Tautuku  before  we  are 
to  purchase  any  large  nroperties  that  are  near 
railways,  or  near  roaas,  or  near  accessible 
Mr.  McXab 


centres.     I  say  that  that  policy  is  a  very  wrong 
policy  for  this  country  to  pursue.     There  is  an? 
amount  of  back  country  heavily  timbered,  and 
to  send  settlers  on  to  it  just  now  in  any  in- 
creased quantities— it  is  bad  enough  as  it  is— 
means  that  all  the  valuable  timber  has  to  go 
up   to   the  heavens  in   smoke,  because  it  hu 
all    got  to  be    burned   down    by   the  settlen 
before  they  can  earn  a  livelihood.    But  there 
IS  also  this  in  connection  with  it :    that  the 
opening  of  it  up  with  roads,  with  bridges,  and 
with  railways  is  very  costly  ;  in  fact,  there  are 
great  quantities  of  it — some  of   it  the  most 
mountainous  country  in  New  Zealand — and  if 
you  were  to  take  and  open  ic  up  with  roads  and 
bridges  just  now,  to  say  nothing  of  railways,  it 
would  mean  that  when  the  land  wan  cut  ap 
and    settled  the  whole  value  of  it  would  not 
pay  for  the  reading  of  the  land  or  the  bridging 
of  the  streams.    Look  again  at  the  other  tide 
of  the  picture — postponing  the  settlement  of 
that  country  until  you  have  largely  supplied 
the  demand  for  settlement  by  buying  large  pro- 
perties.   The  honourable  member  for  Waitih 
told  us  to-night  what  had  happened  in  connw- 
tion   with   what  is  known  as  the  Waikakalu 
Estate.     I  believe  that  that  settlement  will  be 
a  great  success,  perhaps  -  as  great  a  sucoe^s  u 
the  settlement  of  Cheviot  has  been  ;  and  there 
iR  this  also,  that  does  not  apply  to  the  case  of 
Cheviot:  It  is  close  to  the  railway-line,  I  under- 
ptand ;  it  is  accessible  to  the  railway-station. 
In  fact,  in  coming  up  this  time  to  the  session  of 
Parliament  I  noticed  at  the  nearest  railway- 
station  a  very  considerable  accession  of  railway 
traffic  arising  from  the  recent  eettlement  of 
that  country — a  traffic  that  will  bring  to  the 
coffers  of  this  country,  through  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  for  Railways,  a  very  large  sum  of 
money  altogether  outside  the  interest  we  paj 
on' the  purchase- money  of  the  land.    Wean 
thus  able  to  get  the  whole  of  that  property 
settled  by  a  class  of  people  who  will  be  able  to 
pay   every   single  penny  of  interest,  not  only 
upon   the  purchase-money   of  the    land,  hot 
interest  on  the  cost  of  construction  of  roadi 
and  bridges,  and  also  pay  for  the  administra- 
tion of  the  estate  itself,  and,  over  and  abovs 
that,  contribute  a  large  revenue  to  the  colonisl 
Treasury   through   the  receipts  for   railways. 
Can  you  compare  such  a  policy  as  that  with  a 
policy  which  would  postpone  that  form  of  land- 
settlement,  and  only  send  people  to  the  wilds 
because,  as  he  says,  although  it  would  be  pret^ 
hard  for  the  settlers  to  go  there,  he  believes  it 
would  be  better  for  the  eountry  ?    I  think  it 
would  be  certainly  hard  for  the  settlers  to  go. 
and  I  think  it  would  be  very  hard  indeed  for 
the  country  to  send  its  settlers  into  these  back 
wilds.    Reference  was  also  made  in  the  Go- 
vernor's Speech  to  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Aet, 
and  I  was  very  pleased,  when  looking  at  the 
report  for  this  year  to  see  that  the  very  favoar- 
able  report  of  last  year  was  even  surpassed  hy 
the  figures  quoted  in  this  year's  report.    We 
had  on  the   31st    March    last    no   less  than 
£1.638,580   loaned    out   on    interest,  and  the 
manager  of  the  department  is  able  to  repozi 
in  this  House  that  the  insteJments  for  prio- 
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oipftl  Asd  interest  np  to  the  Slst  March,  1898, 
hM  to  the  very  last  penny  been  collected.  Not 
only  that,  but  up  to  a  date  six  months  later — 
the  dOth  of  September,  1898— ihere  was  only 
the  sum  of  £4  16s.  outstanding  by  three  per- 
8001.  I  ask  honourable  members— and  there 
ue  some  of  them  in  this  House  whu  have 
had  experience  in  connection  with  trust  estates 
and  with  companies  that  loan  out  money  in 
different  wavfi — if  they  have  ever  in  the  ooume 
of  their  experience  been  able  to  Lay  their  finger 
(in  a  company  or  upon  an  institution  or  upon 
au  individual  that  could  publish  to  the  world 
•coounts  such  as  that  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN. -Easily. 

Mr.  McNAB. — I  venture  to  say  that  the 
bonourable  member  for  Wairarapa  never  in  the 
coarse  of  his  whole  life  saw  such  a  thing.  I 
venture  to  say  that  companies  he  has  been  con- 
neoted  with  did  not  lend  out  a  tenth  part  of 
the  money,  and  that  they  could  not  show  results 
with  even  ten  times  the  amount  outstanding 
that  this  report  shows. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — You  must  live  in  a  bad 
difltriot. 

Mr.  McNAB. — I  live  in  the  Colony  of  New 
Zealand,  and,  unfortunately,  we  have  some  out- 
itending  parts  away  in  the  north  from  which 
there  are  difficulties  in  getting  money  ;  but,  in 
spite  of  all  that,  we  are  able  to  show  very  favour- 
able returns.  Now,  this  question  of  the  Ad- 
Tsaoes  to  Settlers  Act  was  referred  to  by  the 
hoDonrable  member  for  Biocarton.  The  ques- 
tion arose  as  to  the  efiect  of  the  Act  in  reducing 
the  rate  of  interest,  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Biocarton  is  reported  to  have  spoken 
as  follows :  '*  Mr.  Seddon  attributed  the  cheap 
money  to  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act,  bat 
this  was  not  a  fact,  as  money  was  cheaper 
in  Australia.'*  I  am  not  going  to  go  into  the 
question  of  whether  the  reduction  in  the 
lite  of  interest  was  due  to  that  Act.  I  want 
»  Ro  into  the  question  of  whether  money  is 
cheaper  in  Australia  than  in  New  Zealand. 
la  money  cheaper  in  Australia  than  it  is  in 
New  Zealand  ?  During  the  recess  I  took  the 
opportunity  of  oommunioating  with  the  Cham- 
ben  of  Commerce  in  the  Australian  Colonies, 
ud  I  propose  to  read  the  replies  they  sent  to 
my  queries.  I  sent  the  following  circular  letter 
U)  the  secretaries  of  each  of  the  Chambers  of 
Commerce  in  Adelaide,  Melbourne,  Sydney, 
and  Brisbane : — 

"  Invercargill,  2lBt  February,  1899. 
**  Be  RaUi  of  Interest. 

"  Dkab  Sib, — Would  you  kindly  inform  me 
what  are  the  rates  of  interest  charged  in  your 
colony  for  loans  on  freehold  and  leasehold  pro- 
perties respectively :  (1)  When  the  amount  is 
small—Bay,  from  £25  to  £100 ;  (2)  when  me- 
dinm-sized  amounts  are  borrowed ;  (8)  when 
the  sums  are  large  ?— Yours,  &o., 

*^BoBBBT  MoNaB. 

"The  Secretary,  Chamber  of  Commerce." 
Here  is  the  reply  from  the  Adelaide  Chamber 

of  Commerce : — 

**  Adelaide,  9th  March,  1899. 
'<  DxAB  Sib, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of 

^lit  February  re  rates  oi  mterest  charged  in 

VOIi.  OVL— 10. 


the  colony  for  loanR  on  freehold  and  leasehold 
properties  respectively,  and  in  reply  thereto 
have  to  state  that  for  freehold  properties 
generally  they  are  as  under  :  From  £25  to 
£100,  10  per  cent. ;  for  £100,  7  per  cent,  and  8 
per  cent.  ;  for  medium-sized  amounts,  6  per 
cent. ;  and  for  large  sums,  4  per  cent,  if  the 
securities  are  firsiolassand  the  borrower  Al. 

**  Those  fur  leasehold  are  harder  to  arrange, 
and  depend  a  long  way  upon  the  standing  of 
the  borrower. — Yours,  &o., 

"  J.  Mathbson,  Secretary. 

'*Bobt.  McNab,  Esq.,  Invercargill,  N.Z.'' 

You  will  notice  there  that  for  small  sums, 
even  on  freehold  security,  the  rate  of  interest 
ranges  up  to  twice  the  amount  it  is  under  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Act— up  to  10  per  cent.  ; 
and  hero  in  New  Zealand  we  get  £25  and  up  to 
£100  at  5  per  cent,  on  freehold  and  leasehold 
properties.  The  reply  from  Melbourne  was  as 
follows : — 

*'  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

Melbourne,  22nd  May,  1899. 

**Dbab  Sib, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the 
2Dd  instant,  I  regret  that  yours  of  the  2lBt 
February  must  have  gone  astray  during  the 
preparations  for  our  annual  meeting. 

**  With  regard  to  the  rates  of  interest  charged 
in  this  city  on  freehold  properties,  I  beg  to  in- 
form you  that  there  are  no  fixed  rates.  It  is  a 
matter  of  arrangement,  and  1  can  only  quote 
approximately  what  are  the  rates  on  freehold 
securities  at  present.  They  are  as  follows: 
On  small  amounts  from  £26  to  £100,  6  to  8  per 
cent. ;  £2,000  to  £10,000,  4  to  6  per  cent. ;  and 
above  £10,000  special  terms. 

"  I  am  unable  to  give  you  any  quotations  an 
to  leasehold  securities,  there  being  so  many 
things  to  be  considered  in  connection  with 
properties  of  this  kind. — I  am,  &o., 

*'  C.  Hallbtt,  Secretary. 

**  B.  MoNab,  Esq., 

Invercargill,  New  Zealand." 

They  seem  to  call  all  sums  up  to  £2,000  small 
sums.  You  will  see  there  also  that  for  all  small 
suras  and  for  sums  of  such  a  siz*:  that  three- 
fourths  of  our  loans  in  this  colon v  come  under 
them,  even  for  freehold,  the  ratep  are  largely 
in  excess  of  what  they  are  under  the  Govern- 
ment AdvanoeR  to  Settlers  Act.  Then,  we  have 
the  reply  from  Sydney,  which  is  more  unsatis- 
factory than  any  of  them.    It  is  as  follows : — 

"  Sydney  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
^25th  May,  1899. 
"  Deab  Sib,— Yours  of  2nd  in  si  ant  to  hand. 
Your  letter  of  the  2l8t  February  has  b-jon  over- 
looked, the  fact  being  that  every  transaction  of 
the  kind  you  mention  has  to  stand  on  its 
merits,  and  it  is  quite  impossible  to  quote. — 
Yours,  (&c., 

**  HxNBY  Chas.  Mitchbll, 

Secretary. 
"  B.  McNab,  Esq.,  lovercargili." 

Only  fancy  what  a  chance  a  small  man  has 
when  he  goes  in  to  borrow  in  a  place  where 
even  the  secretary  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
is  unable  to  give  a  distinct  quotation.  What 
chance,  I  ask,  has  he  of  getting  money  as  he 
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dses  in  New  Zealand  ?  I  also  wrote  to  a  pri- 
vate source  to  f^et  the  trrrtig  on  wiiich  money  is 
loaned  in  New  South  VValoH,  and  the  reply  is  as 
follows : — 

"Tho  general  experience  indicates  that  for 
amounts  between  £500  and  £2,000  5  percent, 
as  charged,  whereas  for  amounts  of  £2,000  or 
over,  4^  per  cent.,  or  even  4  per  cent,  (where 
the  security  is  good),  iR  the  ruling  rate.  For 
amounts  so  low  as  £100  down  to  £25  about  6 
to  7^  per  cent,  would  be  charged.  The  rate  x>n 
leasehold  properties  for  all  practical  purposes 
about  i  per  cf.nt.  higher  for  large  amounts,  and 
1  per  cent,  higher  for  smaller  amounts,  than 
the  rate  usually  charged  on  freehold  properly." 

Now,  just  look  at  these  various  sums  of 
money  and  you  will  Fee  that,  so  far  as  the 
large  borrower  ifl  concerned,  the  man  who  wants 
his  £2,000  or  £3,000  or  £4,000  can  get  it  in  any 
one  of  the  colonies  on  terms  which  are  as  cheap, 
if  not  cheaper,  than  the  terms  in  Now  Zealand 
under  the  Government  Advances  to  Settlers 
Aot;  but  when  you  come  down  to  the  great 
balk  of  tbo  applicants  you  find  they  have  to 
pay  from  ^  per  cent,  up  to  5  per  cent.,  as  in 
New  South  Wales,  on  freehold  security  more 
than  they  would  bo  required  to  pay  under  the 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Act.  To 
show  \ou  whether  the  great  bulk  of  our  appli- 
cants are  Bmall  men  c  r  large  men,  I  will  take 
the  case  of  Auckland.  In  that  province  there 
were  authorised  applications  on  freehold  secu- 
rity for  sums  not  exceeding  £500  to  the  number 
of  891,  and  for  sums  exceeding  £500  the  appli- 
cants numbered  153.  On  leasehold  seouriliee 
there  were  255  applicants  for  sums  not  exceed- 
ing £500,  and  only  fourteen  for  sums  exceeding 
dB500.  Take  ihu  case  of  Otago:  On  freehold 
securities— not  exceeding  £500,  827  ;  exceeding 
£500,  808,  which  is  less  than  one  half;  on 
leasehold  securities— not  exceeding  £500,  379; 
exceeding  £550,  only  eight:  so  that  you  see 
the  great  bulk  of  our  applicants  for  loans  are 
men  who  come  in  for  the  smaller  sums  and 
have  to  pay  the  larger  amount  of  intereRt. 
I   have  just   been   reminded    of    an    omission 

11 0  ^^^i^''  ^  made  when  addrcpsing  the 
Chamber— an  omission  which  I  regret 
exceedingly  having  made— and  I  now  hasten 
to  apologize  to  the  House  and  the  houourable 
gentleman  affected  by  it.  I  refer  to  the  omis- 
sion on  the  part  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
to  go  round  the  country.  I  should  have  said 
the  omisRion  on  the  part  of  the  party  which  he 
represents.  T  regret  exceedingly  I  coupled  the 
honourable  gentleman's  name  with  it,  as,  of 
course,  I  rf^gn-t,  in  common  with  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Hou^e,  the  cause  which  aro^e  to 
prevent  that  honourable  gentleman  from  carry- 
ing out  his  programme.  There  is  any  amount 
of  material  to  occupy  cur  attention  very  con- 
siderably longer  than  the  short  time  allowed  to 
us  to  difiouBR  the  Speech  from  the  Throne.  I 
have  not  time  to  go  into  any  great  detail  on 
any  more  subjects.  I  onlv,  m  passing  to  deal 
with  my  last  subject,  i egret  that  time  will  not 
permit  me  to  say  a  few  words  in  connection 
with  the  barbour-defences.  However,  I  do 
urge  tbe  Government  to  take  care  they  do  not 
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throw  any  money  away  in  connection  with  oar 
harbour-defences.  It  is  a  very  easy  way  in 
which  money  can  be  thrown  away,  and 
after  all  the  expenditure— an  expenditure  we 
cannot  possibly  hope  to  maintain  for  many 
years  to  come — we  may  find  that  in  the  hour 
of  need  the  defence  is  not  worth  a  straw. 
Then,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  in  con- 
nection with  our  Volunteers,  and  to  luge  ou 
the  Government  not  only  more  considerate 
treatment  to  those  who  desire  to  go  shooting, 
as  was  referred  to  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Eaiapoi,  but  to  take  care  that  our  Voluo- 
teers,  as  a  whole,  are  armed  with  a  proper  up- 
to-date  weapon.  We  ought  not  to  have,  like,  I 
believe,  the  Spaniards  daring  the  recent  war. 
one  army  armed  with  several  arms.  Theie 
ought,  at  any  rate,  to  be  one  weapon  througb- 
out  the  Empire,  otherwise  we  may  find  our- 
selves, at  some  inconvenient  moment,  pinched 
for  want  of  ammunition,  while  the  Imperial 
vessels  would  have  any  amount  to  supply  toui 
if  we  had  the  weapon  which  woula  uae  it. 
Then,  there  is  a  remark  in  connection  with 
our  Volunteers  I  would  like  also  to  have  re- 
ferred to  at  greater  length — to  what  I  might 
call  the  little  New-Zealander  remark  of  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  when  he  made  tbe 
astonishing  assertion  that  it  was  not  wise  to 
send  our  young  men  to  Samoa,  for  the  rea- 
son that  tbe  Imperial  authorities  were  in 
the  wrong.  Onlv  fancy  what  a  statement  like 
that  implies.  What  about  federation  of  the 
British  Empire  all  over  the  world  ?  Does  the 
honourable  gentleman,  who  has  held  a  oom- 
mission  in  the  Imperial  army,  mean  to  laj 
that  any  outlying  colony  of  the  great  British 
Federation  is,  in  the  moment  of  danger,  when 
men  are  wanted,  to  have  its  say  aa  to  whether 
the  cause  of  action  is  a  right  or  wrong  one? 
The  whole  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  train- 
ing has  been  that  when  the  time  comes  he  hM 
to  go,  and  ask  no  questions.  It  is  a  soldier's 
duty  to  go  without  question.  Onoe  the  order 
comes  there  is  no  questioning  tho  source  from 
which  the  order  comes.  The  thing  is  to  obey: 
and  I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  first  occasion 
ou  which  the  Volunteers  of  New  Zealand  may 
have  been  called  upon  to  go  into  action  on  s 
foreign  suil  such  an  argument  as  chat  of  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  should  be  brought  for- 
ward— that  the  quarrel  was  not  a  just  one,  and 
we  should  therefore  not  have  had  anything  lo 
do  with  it.  Let  them  go,  and  let  the  justice 
of  the  quarrel  be  settled  by  other  authori- 
ties. Then,  we  are  promised  legislation  in 
regard  to  local  bodies'  contracts,  and  I  woold 
have  liked  to  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
ppeaking  on  that  question.  I  would  have 
liked  to  have  dealt  with  a  modificatioD 
of  the  co-operative  system  which  has  bett 
followed  up  with  great  profit  by  the  Southland 
Conn  ty  Council.  They  have  organised  gangs  ia 
connection  \Kith  tbe  building  of  bridges,  and 
the  more  skilful  in  connection  with  road-con- 
struc'ion.  They  have  organized  the  men  sod 
the  plant  with  a  traction-engine  at  their  dis- 
posal, with  which  to  shift  from  place  to  place 
and  remove  material.    They  are  building  their 
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bridges  in  ihe  workshop  behind  the  couuty 
offices,  aod  they  carb  the  whole  bridge  to  its 
filial  posiLion  with  very  little  trouble,  and  they 
do  the  job  in  a  way  which,  for  efficiency  and 
eost,  beara  favourable  comparison  to  what  was 
done  under  the  original  contract  system  for  the 
eoimty.  I  hope  that  when  the  Minister,  or 
when  any  of  the  Ministers,  next  vi^it  Inver- 
«aigili  they  will  just  call  in  at  the  county 
offices  and  sec  what  can  be  done  by  a  complete 
system  such  as  the  oouniy  is  working  under. 
1  would  like  to  have  said  a  few  words  with 
regard  to  what  my  honourabie  friend  the 
Colonial  Secretary  has  said  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  Natives  as  landlords.  This  is  a  ques- 
tion that  brings  np  a  subject  of  local  luterest, 
and,  as  I  have  only  a  few  minutes,  I  will 
very  briefly  refer  to  it.  It  is  a  qutsiion  in  con- 
nection with  landless  Natives,  and  the  allot- 
ment to  the  landless  Natives  of  a  large  area  of 
land  in  my  district  known  as  the  Tautuku 
Fozest.  A  considerable  number  of  Natives  there 
have  a  large  interest  in  that  land  being  made 
avaQable  for  them  at  the  earliesb  possible  mo- 
ment. Now,  I  understand — the  Government 
iiave  advised  me,  in  fact — that  they  do  not 
intend  to  go  on  with  the  individualisation  of 
tiiese  titles.  The  position,  so  far  as  these  Na- 
tives is  concerned,  is  that  the  land  is  divided 
into  large  areas,  and  the  Natives  know  exactly 
who  are  interested  in  them ;  but  they  know 
they  can  do  nothing  but  stand  and  wait  for  an 
uncertain  time,  when  they  hope  to  be  able  to 
go  upon  the  land,  and  to  have  the  titles  to  it 
for  themselves.  I  would  say  to  the  Lands 
Department,  in  connection  with  the  landless 
Natives  of  Southland,  without  going  so  far  as 
to  individualise  the  titles,  let  them  locate  the 
areas  that  belong  to  the  families.  One  family 
alone,  a  family  that  I  have  had  some  corre- 
spondence over,  owns  six  or  seven  hundred 
aoies  in  this  block.  There  are  many  sec- 
tions that  are  much  smaller  than  that;  and  it 
wonld  be  a  simple  thing  for  the  department  to 
strike  out  one  of  those  sections,  taking  the  area 
cf  the  claims  of  the  family,  without  iudivi- 
daalising  the  titles,  and  say,  "There  is  the 
land  that  belongs  to  the  family ;  go  upon  it  if 
you  like."  If  that  were  done  they  would  be 
prepared  to  go  upon  it,  and  take  it  on  these 
(eims,  leaving  the  indlviduiilisation  of  the 
Utlea  to  au  uncertain  and  a  later  date.  I  pro- 
mised in  the  early  part  of  my  addrens  to  come 
back  to  some  remarks  that  were  passed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  the  City  of  Dunedin 
with  tegard  to  myself;  and  I  will  deal  with 
theoi  under  the  heading  of  "  The  prosperity  of 
the  colony."  There  are  few  people  who  would 
think  that  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  was  a 
matter  that  oould  be  debated  seriously.  The 
prosperity  of  the  colony  at  the  present  moment 
one  would  have  thought  was  a  subject  that  was 
incapable  of  having  two  sides.  We  have  even 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Rolleston,  who,  speaking 
at  Riccarton,  referred  to  the  subject  in  the 
following  terms : — 

'*!  have  never  during  the  whole  of  my  politi- 
eal  career  seen  a  more  satisfactory  condition 
than  obtains  in  the  country  at  the  present 


time.  There  are  fewer  unemployed,  and  there 
id  more  real  enterprise  than  I  have  seen  for 
many  years." 

But  that  did  not  satisfy  the  honourable  mem- 
ber who  represents  the  City  of  Dunedin.  Ho 
did  not  deem  that  the  country  was  in  a  pro 
sperous  condition,  and  he  gave  a  table  to  show 
that  the  colony  wan  going  to  the  dogs  altogether, 
after  this  subject  had  been  dealt  with  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Biccarton. 

An  Hon.  MsMfiEB. — But  his  tables  are  al- 
ways wrong. 

Mr.  McNAB. — That  is  exactly  what  I  was 
going  to  say  :  his  tables  are  always  wrong.  I 
will  quote  to  you  the  headings  of  the  table 
which  he  referred  to  during  the  financial  debate 
in  this  House  last  session.  He  gave  the  num- 
ber of  settlers  who  had  been  placed  on  the  land 
by  successive  Governments  from  1878  to  1898, 
and  the  number  of  forfeitures  and  surrenders 
during  the  same  period.  I  will  confine  my- 
self to  1878  and  1879  to  show  really  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  asserted.  Here  is  the 
table  he  quoted :  — 
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The  honourable  gentleman,  after  quoting  the 
table,  went  on  to  say  {Hansard,  Volume  102, 
page  663)  :— 

'*  Mr.  James  McKerrow,  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment, in  his  statement  for  the  year  [1878], 
says  this :  *  During  the  year  4,161  setilers 
bought  in  Canterbury  654,168  acres.  In  Otago 
417  persons  settled  on  92,866  acres.'  Now, 
this  would  give  an  average  in  Canterbury  of 
183  acres  apiece,  and  in  Otago  222  acres." 

And  he  went  on  to  show  that  the  number  of 
Bottlers  upon  tho  Und  according  to  this  table 
was  reduced  year  by  year  by  successive  Govern- 
ments, and  that  during  the  time  of  the  present 
Administration  it  was  worse  than  all.  Now, 
tliat  table  caused  a  very  considerable  amount 
of  criticism  all  over  tho  colony,  both  on  the  side 
the  honourable  member  so  well  represents  and 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  and  all  mem- 
bers of  this  HouHfi  know  what  happened  when 
the  Mmister  of  Lands  got  up  to  reply.  I  want 
to  refer  to  this,  because  throughout  the  colony 
the  Conservative  papers  are  trying  to  make  out 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  made  no  mis- 
takes at  all.  I  refer  here  to  the  fact  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  there  were  4,151 
settlers  placed  on  the  land  in  Canterbury  in 
1878;  and  the  Minister  of  Lands,  speaking  as 
to  that,  said  (Hansard^  Volume  103,  page 
120).- 

"The  honourable  gentleman  boasted  of  the 
number  of  people  put  on  the  Canterbury  lands 
in  1878,  and  he  said  that  in  1878  they  put  4,161 
settlers  on  the  plains  of  Canterbury.  Ask  the 
honourable  member  for  Biccarton  what  has 
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become  of  the  4,151  settlers.  Did  iliey  eyer 
exist,  Sir  ?  Never  ;  bbey  never  existed  at  all ; 
they  are  only  in  the  imagination  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City." 

And  then  he  went  on  to  point  out  that  these 
4,151  settlers  were  really  only  4,151  applications 
that  bad  oome  in,  and  that  (he  great  bulk — in 
fact,  nearly  all  of  them — bad  come  from  some 
» 855  persons.  He  also  showed  that  the  numbers 
quoted  in  the  table  for  1879  might  be  divided 
in  the  pame  way.  He  said,  "  Now,  Sir,  I  will 
give  the  figures  for  1879,  in  which  year  there 
were  2,108  sections  selected  by  583  persons." 
The  mistake  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  made  was  to  confound  in  his 
own  table  the  number  of  applications  with  the 
number  of  applicants,  and  in  some  cases  one 
applicant  made  as  many  as  150  applications. 
The  next  table  that  is  wrestled,  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  that  used  in  his  recent 
speech  in  the  City  of  Dunedin,  where  he  sa>s 
this : — 

^  I  am  going  to  present  you  with  a  table 
showing  the  progress  of  the  colony  in  decennial 
periods  until  now.  The  present  decade,  of 
course,  is  not  finished,  but  the  seven  years  of 
the  present  Government,  for  which  we  have  the 
figures,  will  show  the  comparative  ratio  of 
progress." 

He  gives  the  tables,  and  he  shows  that  during 
the  period  from  1880  to  1890— the  worst  period 
of  depression  in  the  colony— our  population 
had  increased  by  29  per  cent.,  and  during  tbe 
time  of  the  present  Administration  by  16^  per 
cent.,  the  expc^rts  by  54  per  cent.,  and  so  on, 
according  to  the  following  summary : — 

Deprewion.  ^®'^°^- 
Per  Cent.      Per  Cent. 
Population,  increase  . .       29       . .       16} 
Exports,  increase        . .       54       . .       10 

Imports,  increase       28 

Xiand     in    cultivation, 

increase     ..  ..       77       ..       85 

Shipping,  increase      . .       60       . .         3 
Railways,  increase      . .       43       . .       10 

W<hat  does  he  do  ?  When  he  is  preparing  this 
table  he  takes  a  period  of  ten  years,  the  period 
from  1880  till  1890,  and  he  compares  with  that 
period  the  succeeding  period  of  seven  yeard, 
and  he  says  that,  during  the  former  period  you 
see  the  increase  was  vastly  larger  than  during 
the  latter  period.  "  What  is  the  use,"  he  says 
in  effect,  "  of  trying  to  prove  that  the  colony  is 
prosperous  when  the  increase  in  the  colony's 
resources  was  actually  greater  during  the 
period  of  depression  than  during  the  last  ten 
years?"  He  disguised  the  fact  that  he  was 
comparing  a  period  of  ten  years  with  a  period 
of  seven  years,  with  an  obvious  object.  And 
the  Otago  Daily  Times,  which  afterwards 
referred  to  his  figures,  when  criticized  out- 
side, said  this  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
figures : — 

"It  is  said  that,  though   correct,  they  are 

politically   misleading.      For     instance,     Mr. 

Mackenzie  is   found   fault    with   because   he 

compares  the  Vuifinished  period,  1890-97,  with 

Mr.  McNab 


the  previous  ten-year  periods.  What  else  he 
was  to  do,  seeing  that  the  present  Government 
came  in  in  1891  and  has  not  yet  completed  its 
decade,  is  not  suggested;  but  ihe  seven  to  ten 
comparison  is  Sdid  to  be  unfair  to  the  Govern- 
ment. So,  of  course,  it  would  be  if  totals  were 
taken  ;  but  a  reference  to  ihe  speech  will  show 
tiiai  Mr.  Mackenzie  expressly  dealt  with  tbe 
annual  rate  of  progress  only,  and  this  can  be 
as  readily  computed  froai  seven  years,  cr  from 
three  or  five,  as  from  ten,  and  compared  per- 
fectly fairly  with  a  rate  computed  from  fifteen, 
twenty,  or  a  hundred  years." 

Had  the  rate  of  increase  been  annual— as 
stated  by  the  Otago  Daily  TiinM—ii  would 
have  been  perfectly  corrrc^,  but  if  you  look  at 
his  figures  you  will  see  that  they  were  ncthisg 
of  the  kind.  He  took  the  absolute  increase 
during  the  len  years,  and  he  compared  it  wi(h 
the  absolute  increase  during  the  succeeding 
scveti  years.  And  when  he  came  to  the  in- 
crease in  the  exports  he  did  even  worse  than 
that.  You  would  have  thought  he  would  deai 
with  the  average.  But,  no,  it  suited  him  to 
take  1880  and  compare  it  with  1890,  and  it  so 
happened  that  1890  was  the  year  of  larger 
exports  during  the  ending  decennial  period. 
He  takes  that  year,  and  thus  was  able  to  quote 
an  apparent  54  per  cent,  of  increase.  Then, 
we  come  to  the  la^t  seven  years,  and  he 
flounders  among  his  figures  thus :  Exports, 
1890,  £9.428,761 ;  1897,  £9,596,267— an  increase 
of  10  per  cent.  He  was  all  this  lime  quoting 
from  blue-books,  and  his  figures  themselves 
were  correct.  But  when  he  begins  to  roakeblB 
own  calculations  he  cannot  calculate  what  is 
the  percentage  of  increase  in  these  figures, 
making  it  10  per  cent.,  while  it  is  only  1'7 
per  cent.  I  regret  1  am  interrupted  by  tbe 
bell.  I  shall  complete  my  remarks  on  a  sub- 
sequent occasion. 

Mr.  HUNTER  (Waipawa).— Sir,  I  am  very 
glad  indeed  to  find  the  honourable  member  for 
Mataura  thought  fit  to  retract  a  statement  he 
made  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  speech,  in  regard 
to  the  partial  failure  on  the  part  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Hawke's  Bay  to  fulfil  the  pro- 
mise made  last  session  that  he  intended,  in  tbe 
iote rests  of  the  Opposition,  to  stump  the  colony 
from  one  end  to  the  other  during  the  recess. 
We  all  know  perfectly  well  tbe  reason  why  be 
was  unable  to  fulfil  that  promise  was  owing  to 
the  unfortunate  circumstances  in  connection 
with  a  serious  illness  in  his  family,  and  thai  it 
was  a  most  regrettable  circumstance  we  must 
all  admit.  Again,  the  honourable  member  for 
Mataura  justified  his  refusal  to  answer  a  qaes* 
tion  in  regard  to  the  Marine  scandal  and  tbe 
police  scandal  on  the  ground  that  he  might 
be  called  upon  to  inquire  into  that  Fcandal. 
Now  we  know  quite  well,  as  far  as  the  polios 
report  is  concerned,  that  has  been  closed. 

Mr.  McNAB. — Only  the  Marine  scandal. 

Mr.  HUN TEB.^The  questions  were  coupled. 

Mr.  McNAB. — The  answer  is  not  reported 
about  the  police  report. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— You  did  not  give  an  answer. 

Mr.  McNAB.— Pardon  me,  1  did  give  sa 
answer. 
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Mr.  HUNTER.— I  am  prepared  to  accept 
the  explanation  of  the  honourable  member. 
Now,  coming  to  the  speech  delivered  by  the 
bonourable  member  lor  Mannwatu  in  proposing 
the  Addrefis  in  Beply,  he  said — and  I  perfectly 
agreed  with  him — that  drastic  amendments 
ahoold  be  made  in  the  land-laws  of  the  colony ; 
hot  he  did  not  indicate  the  direction  in  which 
those  amendments  should  be  made,  and  I  am 
eorry  he  did  not  do  so,  because  he  has  been  for 
many  years  a  member  of  the  Wellington  Land 
Board,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  inter- 
esting trips  to  India,  has  Apent  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  in  the  colony.  If  any  man  is 
eapable  of  suggesting  amendments  in  the  land- 
laws  it  should  be  the  honourable  member  for 
Manawatu.  Then,  again,,  he  said — and  I  am 
rare  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  must  be 
gratified  when  he  heard  it— that  he  thought 
the  individualisatiou  of  Native  titles  should 
take  place.  That  is  what  ban  been  advo- 
eated  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  for 
many  years.  Another  statement  made  by 
him  was  that  many  young  persons  in  the 
colony  had  assured  him  they  had  received  very 

freat  relief  from  the  passing  of  the  Old-age 
ensions  Act— they  had  been  relieved  in  regard 
to  the  maintenance  of  their  aged  parents.  The 
Premier  has  said  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Napier  and  myself  are  not  his  ideal  of  what 
Toung  New-Zealanders  should  be  ;  and  when  X 
near  of  the  young  New-Zealanders  repudiating 
their  responsibilities  in  conneolion  with  the 
maintenance  of  their  agf»d  parents,  I  say  I 
woald  far  rather  not  be  considered  an  ideal 
yoang  New-Zealander  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  if  I  attempted  to  escape  any  re- 
ipoDsibility  in  regard  to  the  maintenance  of 
any  aged  person  depending^upon  me. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  did  not  say  that;  I  said, 
**  You  should  thank  God  you  had  a  father." 

Mr.  HUNTER.  — I  will  come  to  that  by- 
aud-by.  I  have  good  cause  to  be  proud  of  ray 
father.  I  admit  that  I  owe  a  great  deal  to 
him.  With  regard  to  the  remarks  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunodin  City  (Mr. 
Millar),  that  honourable  gentleman  is  opposed 
to  any  reductions  in  the  incidence  of  taxation 
through  the  Customs. 

An  Hon.  Member. — He  qualified  that. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— He  qualified  it  to  a  certain 
extent.  He  showed  that  the  reduction  in  the 
incidence  of  taxation  through  the  Customs 
would  meau  a  loss  of  revenue  of  £238,481. 
That  is  what  the  honourable  gentleman  said ; 
and  I  would  point  out  this:  that  if  the  con- 
cessions were  made  which  the  honourable  mem- 
ber referred  to  it  would  mean  that  the  taxa- 
tion per  head  on  the  people  through  the 
Oostoms  would  only  be  lid.  more  now  than 
it  was  in  1894.  In  1894  the  taxation  through 
the  0n8tom<)  was  £2  Ss.  7d  :  in  1895,  £2  48.  2d. ; 
in  1896,  £2  Is.  8d. ;  in  1897,  £2  lOd.  3d. ; 
Muid  in  1898,  £2  lOs.  6d.  We  have,  since 
1894,  increased  the  amount  payable  through 
the  Customs  by  6i.  lid.  per  head  of  the  popu- 
lation; and  I  think  that  when  we  find  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Millar),  who  is  a  prominent  supporter  of  the 


Qovernment — a  gentleman  who  has  liberal 
principles,  and  one  whom  we  all  admit  desires 
to  promote  the  welfare  and  interests  of  the 
working-people— opposed  to  alterations  in  the 
Customs  tariff,  and  to  giving  concessions  on 
articles  referring  to  these  working-people,  we 
may,  at  any  rate,  assume  that  the  Government 
are  not  sincere  in  their  desire  to  make  those. 
Cv)ncessions.  The  Government,  of  which  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Premier  is  the  leader,  has 
never  really  conceded  anything  substantial  to 
the  working-people  of  this  colony. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — It  is  less  now  in  the  pound 
than  it  was  then. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— I  am  just  going  to  give  the 
House  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
said  with  regard  to  the  remission  of  the  inci- 
dence of  taxation  t'nrough  the  Customs  when 
he  spoke  at  Dannevirko  on  the  18th  May,  1898. 
This  is  what  ho  said  : — 

**  Ha  would  like  to  see  a  reduction  in  the 
duties  on  the  necessaries  of  life,  as  he  preferred 
to  increase  the  land-  and  income-  tax  or  gradu- 
ated tax.  The  time  wao,  however,  not  yet  op- 
portune, as  the  reduction  of  the  duties  would 
disturb  the  commerce  of  the  country." 

This  is  what  the  honourable  gentleman  said 
when  he  spoke  at  Djinnevirke,  and  I  think  it 
will  prove  that  he  was  not  sincere  in  his  desire 
to  reduce  taxation  through  the  Customs. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  am  quite  prepared  when 
the  proper  time  comes. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— '*  When  the  proper  time 
comes."  We  have  heard  from  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  that  "money  is  no 
object,"  that  he  has  an  overflowing  Treasury, 
and,  in  fact,  he  has  more  money  than  he 
knows  what  to  do  with.  I  maintain  that 
while  the  right  honourable  gentleman  holds 
ofiice  the  time  will  never  be  opportune  for 
making  concessions  or  reductions  through 
the  Customs  on  the  necessaries  of  life.  Now, 
Sir,  if  he  has  an  overflowing  Treasury,  if 
with  him  money  is  no  object,  why  does  he 
not  concede  something  to  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  now?  I  said  that  I  intended  to  indi- 
cate to  some  extent  the  direction  in  which  I 
thought  amendments  and  improvements  might 
be  made  in  the  land-laws  of  the  colony.  I  think 
that,  with  regard  to  the  ballot  system,  very 
considerable  amendments  and  improvements 
might  be  made.  Under  the  present  system 
a  man  might  ballot  for  the  whole  term  of  his 
natural  life  and  never  obtain  a  section.  Last 
session  and  the  session  before  I  made  some 
recommendations  to  the  Minister  of  Lands  in 
regard  to  what  I  thought  would  be  an  improve- 
ment in  the  land  legislation  of  the  colony,  but 
that  honourable  gentleman  would  not  accept 
them.  I  give  him  every  credit  for  an  honest 
desire  to  promote  the  settlement  of  the  land, 
but  he  will  not  listen  to  proposals  made  or  im- 
provements recommended  by  members  of  the 
Opposition.  Take  the  three  systems  upon 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  prides  him- 
self so  strongly  in  regajnl  to  land-settlement 
for  last  year  alone.  What  do  we  find?  We 
find  that  last  year  alone  therer  were  253  for- 
feitures in  excess  of  the  new  selections  in  re- 
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gard  to  improved  farms,  village  cettlcments, 
and  special-settlement  associations.  That  is  a 
result  of  one  year  only. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— That  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at. 

Mr.  HUNTEB.— The  honourable  member 
says,  "That  is  not  to  be  wondered  at."  Well, 
there  are  a  good  many  things  in  connection 
with  the  administration  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment that  are  not  to  be  wondered  at,  and  there 
are  a  good  many  things  in  connection  with 
their  administration  that  have  caused  a  good 
deal  of  surprise— at  any  rate,  on  the  part  of 
thinking  people.  In  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  reference  is  made  to  the  reading  of 
back  blocks,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  the  Govern- 
ment are  at  last  realising  that  something 
should  be  done  in  regard  to  the  reading  of 
those  back  blocks.  Last  year,  out  of  £500,000 
raised  in  aid  of  public  works,  only  £125,000 
was  devoted  to  roads  and  bridges,  and  in  my 
district  alone  many  of  the  settlers  have  become 
absolutely  disheartened  in  consequence  of  the 
neglect  shown  to  them  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  roads  ana  bridges.  One 
bridge  alone,  which,  if  it  had  been  under- 
taken by  the  local  body,  would  have  been 
constructed  within,  say,  six  months,  has  taken 
over  two  years  to  complete,  and  the  main 
road  from  that  bridge  to  the  settlement  is 
almost  a  complete  bog.  Sir,  the  children 
attending  the  school  find  it  almost  impossible 
to  travel  that  road,  and  I  have  been  credibly 
informed  that  they  have  to  travel  in  bare  feet, 
because  if  they  travelled  in  their  boots  the  mud 
would  pull  them  off.  With  regard  to  the  in- 
quiry which  is  about  to  take  place  on  the 
unfortunate  accident  that  happened  at  Kakaia, 
I  hope  the  unfortunate  sufferers  will  receive 
from  the  Commission,  or  from  the  Government, 
at  any  rate,  more  consideration  than  the  old 
soldiers'  claims,  which  were  inquired  into  by  a 
Commission  appointed  by  the  Government  some 
short  time  ago.  The  number  of  claims  made 
was  2,095.  The  number  of  claims  recom- 
mended was  110,  and  the  amount  paid  to  those 
old  soldiers  was  £3,485.  But  the  amount  paid 
to  the  greatest  old  soldier  of  the  lot — the  Com- 
missioner who  inquired  into  the  claims — was 
£613  48. 

Mr.  McGUIBE.— He  is  a  general. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— He  is,  indeed;  and  he  is 
one  of  those  generals  who,  under  the  present 
Government  at  least,  always  come  out  on  top.' 
He  obtained  the  major  portion  of  the  £1,200 
the  Commission  cost— namely,  £613  4s.,  in  ad- 
dition to  his  travelling-expenses.  Now,  with 
regard  to  the  Bakaia  accident,  I  say  this  :  that 
the  Government  should  have  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  repeated  recommendations  that 
have  been  made  by  Mr.  Botheram,  the  Loco- 
motive Superintendent,  in  regard  to  furnishing 
the  railways  with  Westinghouse  continuous 
automatic  brakes.  I  believe  if  that  had  been 
done  the  Bakaia  accident  would  not  have  taken 
place. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — It  would  have  cost  a  quarter 
of  a  million  ot  money. 

Mr.  HUNTEB.— Sir,  with  the  Premier  money 

Mr,  Hunter 


is  no  object,  and  he  can  find  the  money  for 
necessary  works.  I  should  like  to  say  that  I 
very  much  regret  that  the  Minister  for  Bailwa^ 
is  about  to  retire.  I  regret  it  on  personal 
grounds,  and  I  also  say  that  it  is  a  regrettftbls 
circumstance  when  we  find  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown  retiring  from  a  position  which  he  htt 
capably  filled,  and  when  that  retirement  is 
necessitated  by  ill-health,  brought  aboat  to 
some  extent  by  careful  attention  to  MinisteriAl 
duties.  I  do  not  think  that,  at  any  rate,  will 
break  down  many  other  members  of  the  pre- 
sent Ministry. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — ^That  is  your  opinion. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— That  is  my  opinion ;  and 
it  is  to  give  my  opinion  that  I  oome  here,  and 
nothing  the  honourable  member  for  Oamaia 
will  say  will  prevent  me  from  giving  my 
opinion,  and  you  will  always  find  my  vote 
following  my  opinion.  Now  I  oome  to  the 
statement  made  by  the  Premier  in  contradic- 
tion of  what  Captain  Russell  said  as  to  the 
rate  of  wages  paid  to  men  employed  on  the 
Mangaatua  Station.  The  honourable  member 
for  Hawke's  Bay  said,  if  I  remember  rightlv, 
that  the  rate  of  wages  paid  there  was  lover 
than  the  rate  of  wages  paid  in  the  distriot. 

An  Hon.  Mbkbbb. — He  said  the  Board  had 
done  it. 

Mr.  HUNTEB.— Well,  it  has  been  done,  and 
the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  is  a  member  of  the 

■i-,  Q(x  Board  which  has  done  it,  and  I  have 
^^"*  it  on  the  authority  of  men  that  they 
have  left  the  station  in  consequence  of  the 
reduction  in  wages.  The  Premier  shakes  hie 
head,  but  I  will  tell  him  a  little  more  in  con- 
nection with  this  estate.  A  few  years  ago  I 
was  told  by  a  reliable  man  that  he  was  not 
going  to  Mangaatua  to  shear  because  he  feared 
a  strike  would  take  place  in  consequence  of  the 
lowering  of  the  price  for  shearing.  I  "am  also 
credibly  informed  that  it  is  not  now  the  pnc- 
tioe  there  to  give  travellers  either  a  feeders 
shakedown. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Unless  they  pay  for  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  are  no  travellers  now. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  pan  tell  you  a  little 
about  that. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — There  are  no  swaggers  now. 

Mr.  HUNTEB.— Everybody  in  this  Uoose 
knows  perfectly  well  that  the  honourable  mem- 
her  for  Pahiatua  is  not  likely  to  make  an  in- 
correct statement. 

An  Hon.  Meiibbb. — Not  against  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  HUNTEB.— He  is  not  likely  to  make  an 
incorrect  statement  that  will  tell  against  the 
Government.  I  am  going  to  read  to  the  Houeo 
a  statement  made  in  this  House  last  session  hy 
the  honourable  member  for  Pahiatua.  H^ 
said, — 

*'  I  regret  that  I  cannot  see  either  tbo 
honourable  member  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion or  the  honourable  member  for  Wa^ 
pawa  in  their  seats  here  to-night,  as  I  was 
going  to  refer  to  them  as  to  the  rate  of  wages 
paid  to  ploughmen  and  shepherds  in  Hawke's 
Bay.  The  wages  of  the  men  on  this  partscnlar 
ostate  have  been  reduced  to  15s.  a  week,  whioh,. 
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I  think,  ifl  the  lowest  rate  of  wages  paid  in  the 
whole  of  Hawke's  Bay;  and,  I  tbink  I  am  safe 
in  eayiog,  in  the  North  Island.  I  say  this  is 
a  mistake.  I  am  simply  now  giving  the  liqui- 
dators a  little  friendly  advice,  which  I  hope 
they  will  accept  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is 
given.  If  I  were  engaging  a  servant  to-morrow, 
and  putting  that  servant  in  a  position  of  trust, 
it  woQld  be  the  right  thing  that  I  should  pay 
that  servant  a  living-wage ;  and  I  do  not  think 
Ids.  a  week  a  living-wage  for  a  good  ploughman 
or  sbepherd,  more  especially  when  the  neigh- 
bonring  landowners  are  giving  from  £l  to  £1 5s. 
a  week,  and  board  and  lodging." 

I  am  convicting  the  Government  out  of 
the  mouth    of    the    honourable    member   for 

-.Ptbiatua,  and  I  dp  not  think  for  one  moment 
that  honourable  member  would  make  any 
misstatement  that  would  tell  against  the 
Qovemment,  or  in  any  otber  way.  I  am 
•orry  now  to  have  to  trouble  the  House 
with  a  sonaewhat  personal  matter.  1  am  about 
to  refer,  to  a  statement  made  by  the  Premier  at 
Napier,  Auckland,  Woodville,  and  elsewhere.  I 
will  take  the  Woodville  Bpeech  first.  He  said 
I  had  recommeiided  to  the  Government  an  in- 
oompetent  person,  and  that  in  consequence  of 

,  that  recommendation  I  had  escaped  taxation. 
How,  what  did  I  do?  I  simply  gave  a  man 
whbm  I  believed  to  be  competent  an  ordinary 
refbronce,  and  when  I  gave  it  to  him  I  told  him 
that  I  believed  my  giving  him  the  reference 
woald  do  him  more  harm  than  good.  He  re- 
plied that  as  I  had  known  him  some  twenty- 
five  years  he  would  like  me  to  give  him  a 
nference.  I  thoroughly  believed  him  to  be  a 
oompetent  and  honest  man.  If  I  had  not 
believed  him  to  be  competent  I  would  not  have 
given  him  the  reference.  Tbis  man — I  will  not 
mention  his  name — is  capable  of  making,  for 
oontraot,  specifications  and  plans  of  bridges, 
and  he  should  thoroughly  understand  the  value 
of  land  in  the  Patangata  County  ;  and  if  he 
srred  in  the  direction  of  low  valuations  he  did 
it  with  the  knowledge  that  this  was  to  he  the 
basis  of  the  Government  lending  departments 
—that  advances  by  the  Government  depart- 
ments were  to  be  based  upon  his  valuations. 

An  Hon.  Mehbbb. — What  about  the  rates  ? 

tfr.  HUNTtlE.— You  mean  local  rates? 

An  Hon.  Mshbsb. — Aye. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— They  are  always  based  upon 
the  valuation.  If  the  valuation  is  a  low  one, 
the  rates  are  high ;  if  valuation  is  high,  the  rates 
ue  low.  In  the  local  bodies  we  cut  our  cloth 
aooozding  to  requirements,  and  when  we  want 
a  lazge  amoant  of  money  for  necessary  works. 
If  the  valuation  is  high  there  is  a  low  rate,  and 
if  the  valaation  is  low  there  is  a  high  rate.  At 
Woodville  the  Premier  said  a  deputation  had 
waited  on  him  in  Dannevirke,  and  asked  why 
ttisir  rates  had  been  doubled ;  and,  further  on, 
he  said  this  had  been  done  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Mr.  George  Hunter. 

Hr.  SBDDON.— Nothing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— The  Premier  may  say, 
"Kothing  of  the  kind."  I  will  read  exactly 
what  he  said : — 


**  He  further  stated  that  these  wealthy  land- 
owners were  not  satisfied  with  taking  the  land 
from  the  people,  bun  ihey  endeavoured  to  shirk 
paying  the  taxes.  He  accused  Mr.  George 
Hunter  of  having  one  of  his  own  friends  ap- 
pointed as  valuer  for  the  Patangata  County. 
He  said  a  deputation  had  waited  fipon  him  at 
Dannevirke  and  asked  why  their  rates  had 
been  doubled  ;  and  on  his  return  to  Wellington 
he  made  inquiries,  with  the  result  that  he  dis- 
covered that  the  large  estates  in  the  county 
had  been, undervalued  to  the  extent  of  £400,000. 
The  same  amount  of  money  being  required 
by  the  local  body,  the  burden  of  the  taxation 
had  fallen  on  the  settlers.  This  he  averred 
had  been  done  on  the  recommendation  of  Mr. 
George  Hunter.  That  gentleman  knew  that 
his  property  was  undervalued,  and  the  man  he 
had  recommended  was  incompetent." 

Now,  tlHtse  valuations  complained  of  were  not, 
made  by  the  man  I  recommended:  they  were 
made  by  another  man,  and  the  Premier  must 
have  known  it.  Since  tliis  injustice  has  been 
done  to  the  settlers  near  Dannevirke,  the  man 
who  made  the  valuations  complained  of  has 
been  appointed  to  the  ConunisKion  of  the  Peace. 
I  never  recommended  the  man  who  made  the 
Dannevirke  valuations.  He  is  a  supporter  of 
the  Government;  and  when  the  Premier  said 
these  settlers  were  overvalued,  and  at  my  insti- 
gation, it  is  not  strictly  accurate.  I  cannot,  in 
pa^iameutary  terms,  say  it  is  anything  else. 
In  regard  to  our  own  property,  we  returned  the 
value  of  our  freehold  land  in  the  Patangata 
County  at  £139,944,  in  18U7.  The  Government 
valuator,  who  made  a  valuation  after,  put  it  at 
£117,206,  and  the  man  whom  the  Goveminent 
have  since  appointed  increasrd  these  valuations. 
What  did  he  put  the  value  at  ?  He  put  the  value 
as  £189,744,  or  £250  less  than*  the  amount  we 
said  we  believed  was  a  fair  valuation.    Whv 

fl 

did  you  not  accept  the  valuation  that  we  put 
in  ?  The  honourable  gentleman  said  I  recom- 
mended the  appointment  of  an  incompetent 
person  in  order  to  escape  payment  of  a  paltry 
£42  per  annum.  And  this  very  man  reduced 
the  value  of  our  improvements  by  £12,473.  I 
think  I  have  pretty  well  explained  my  action 
in  regard  to  these  valuations.  The  Right  Hon. 
the  Premier  made  another  statement  in  Wood- 
ville. He  said  I  had  bought  my  way  into 
Parliament.  But  when  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  makes  such  a  statement  he  does  not 
disturb  me  one  bit. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  about  the  promise  of 
£50  to  the  library  so  long  a<i  you  remained  the 
member  for  the  district? 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — These  Interruptions  are 
too  frequent;  every  honourable  member  is  en- 
titled to  a  fair  hearing. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— I  thank  you,  Sir,  for  your 
protection.  Although  I  do  not  mind  what  tho 
right  honourable  gentleman  or  any  other  mem- 
ber says,  I  am  able  to  answer  him.  Now,  tli«£ 
Right  Hon.  the  Premier  said  I  bonght  my 
way  into  Parliament.  I  say  that  that  stato- 
ment  is  a  deliberate  insult  to  the  people  I  repre- 
sent. I  do  not  care  what  the  Premier  says  in 
regard  to  myself.      If  I  bought  my  way  into 
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Ptvrliament,  the  eleofcors  of  Waipawa  mast 
have  sold  themselves. 

Mr.  SEPDON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  HUNTER.— The  honourable  member 
Rays,  '*  Hear,  hear  " — that  the  electors  of  Wai- 
pawa have  sold  themselves.  Sir,  the  electors 
of  VVaipaWa  refused  to  sell  themselves,  and  I 
am  going  to  show  you  an  instance.  Almost 
immediately  prior  to  the  last  election  the  Bight 
Hon.  the  Premier,  through  his  candidate,  in- 
formed the  electors  of  Waipawa  that  £250  was 
to  be  paid  to  the  sufferers  by  the  bush-fires  in 
Makaretu,  and,  after  the  election  was  over,  he 
refused  to  give  that  £250.  Sir,  I  have  never 
attempted  to  buy  the  electors,  and  never  will. 
I  know  that  the  electors  of  Waipawa  are  a  free 
and  independent  people  ;  and  when  the  Bight 
Hon.  the  Premier  insults  the  people  I  repre- 
sent in  this  way  I  hurl  that  insult  back  in  his 
teeth,  and  I  think  the  electors  of  Waipawa 
will  remember  that  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier is  the  man  who  has  insulted  them  in  this 
way  by  saying  they  had  been  bought,  and  that 
I  had  bought  them.  There  was  another  state- 
ment made  by  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier, 
and  I  am  just  going  to  refer  to  it  to  show  the 
ilifTorence  between  what  the  Bight  Hon.  the 
Premier  says  and  what  he  does.  Now,  after 
saying  that  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
pawa and  the  honourable  member  for  Napier 
had  bought  their  way  into  Parliament,  he 
aaid,— 

*'  He  thanked  them  for  the  vote,  and  said  ho 
trusted  that  he  would  ever  retain  their  con- 
fidence. He  urged  upon  them  the  necessity 
for  organization,  and  said  they  were  going  to 
fight  the  fight  in  the  good  old  English  style, 
keeping  clear  of  personalities." 

He  kept  clear  of  personalities  by  making 
these  charges  and  accusations  against  myself 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Napier  and  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition.  But,  as  I  said  before, 
I  do  not  mind  one  bit  what  the  Premier  says 
about  me.  I  have  lived  a  long  time  among 
the  electors  of  Waipawa,  and  they  know  me, 
and  they  know  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier, 
and  when  the  general  elections  come  on  they 
will  show  whether  they  can  take  my  word  or 
the  word  of  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier. 

Mr.  SBDDON  (Premier).— Sir,  I  wish  to  cor- 
rect the  honourable  member.  What  I  did  say 
in  regard  to  the  valuations  in  the  Patangata 
County  was,  that  that  county  was  undervalued 
by  £400,000.  The  undervaluation,  as  given  to 
me  by  the  department,  of  the  Hunter  Estate 
was  £22,500  ;  and  if  that  was  correct  there  was 
a  saving  in  taxation.  The  honourable  member 
recommended  an  old  servant  of  his  to  be 
valuer,  and  I  was  informed  by  the  Valuer- 
General  that  that  appointment  was  made. 

Mr.  HUNTBB.— The  man  recommended  by 
me  was  never  employed  by  me  as  overserr ;  and 
the  Premieres  reference  was  to  the  overvalu- 
ation in  the  Waipawa  County. 

Mr.  SEDDON.--I  think  the  honourable 
member  must  take  my  word.  I  had  my  notes, 
which  I  have  referred  to  here.  The  statement 
I  made  referred  to  the  Patangata  County ;  and 
I  have  the  namep,  and  I  have  the  amounts,  and 
Mr,  Hunter 


it  was  not  likely  to  be  possible  to  make  a  mis- 
take. 

Mr.  HUNTEB.--I  was  not  present  when  the 
Premier  made  these  statements,  and  I  am  now 
quoting  from  the  newspaper  reports,  all  of  whieh 
referred  to  the  Waipawa  County  overvaluations 
and  not  to  the  Patangata  County  undervalua- 
tions. 

Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN  (Waikouaiti).  -  Sir,  follow- 
ing the  last  speaker  I  have  not  a  very  difficult 
task  to  perform.  The  honourable  gentleman 
gave  us  a  mild  speech,  much  of  which  was  taken 
up  by  personal  explanation.  I  do  not  think  he 
touched  on  the  amendment  at  all.  One  remark 
he  made  in  reference  to  the  Bakaia  aooident 
would  perhaps  have  been  better  left  unsaid, 
seeing  that  the  case  has  not  yet  been  inquired 
into  by  the  Commission  that  has  been  appointed. 
He  said,  if  the  carriages  had  been  supplied 
with  the  Westinghnuse  brakes  the  acoideut 
would  not  have  happened.  I  think,  Sir,  in  thai 
respect  the  honourable  member  is  quite  wrong, 
because  if  there  had  been  Westingbouse  brakes 
attached  to  the  carriages  on  the  train  the  aoei- 
dent  would  have  occurred  all  the  same.  The 
rails  were  wet  at  the  time,  and  the  train  wfti 
going  at  a  great  speed,  and  no  brake  woold 
have  pulled  it  up  and  prevented  the  accident. 
The  honourable  gentleman  ulso  referred  to 
the  Assets  Bealisation  Board  having  reduoed 
wages,  and  he  blamed  the  Premier  for  that 
taking  place.  I  maintain  that  although  the 
Premier  is  indirectly  associated  with  the  Board 
he  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  acquainted  with 
all  the  details  of  the  management,  and  there- 
fore he  is  not  responsible  for  any  reduction  in 
the  wages.  Indeed,  according  to  the  report 
furnished  the  other  night  from  the  general 
manager  of  the  Assets  Board,  it  appears  that 
no  reduction  has  taken  place.  I  will  ander- 
take  to  sav  this  matter  will  not  rest  where  it  is. 
The  Premier,  I  believe,  will  ascertain  whether 
there  has  been  any  undue  reduction  made,  and 
whether  the  people  are  properly  paid  and  pro- 
perly treated,  and  if  it  is  found  they  are  not  I 
think  I  know  the  character  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  sufficiently  well  to  say  that  he 
will  very  soon  see  that  matters  are  put  right. 
With  regard  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  I  consider 
that  it  was  quite  uncalled  for.  We  are  in 
the  habit  of  having  these  amendments  pro- 
posed every  session  in  recent  years  by  the 
honourable  gentleman.  My  impression  was, 
when  he  was  reading  the  amendment,  that  be 
intended  it  as  a  skit.  I  did  not  think  he  was  in 
earneiit.  In  his  speech  on  the  amendment  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Hr. 
Mackenzie)  read  a  skit  to  the  House  to-day; 
and  I  thought  the  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
in  speaking  to  the  Address  in  Beply,  was  doing 
the  same  thing.  It  would  have  been  mora 
satisfactory  if  the  leader  of  the  Oppositioo 
had  moved  a  direct  motion  that  the  House  has 
no  confidence  in  the  Government,  than  to  be 
continually  moving  tantalising  amendments 
fsnoh  as  the  one  now  before  the  House.  I  think, 
Sir,  it  is  trifiing  with  the  House  to  move  an 
amendment  of  this  kind.    It  is  not  callsd  by 
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the  Opposiiion  a  vote  of  waat  of  confidence, 
hot  it  is  an,  amendment  that  they  know  very 
well  the  House  cannot  accept;  therefore  it 
it  onder  ^another  name  a  vote  of  want  of 
oonfidence;  and  it  would  have  been  much 
more  preferable  to  have  termed  it  what  it 
ftally  is.  Sir,  I  think  the  decision  of  the 
QoYemment  to  have  the  Jones  irregularity  in- 
Tsstigated  by  a  Royal  Gommiiision  will  be  most 
■ttisfaotory  to  the  country.  What  would  have 
been  said  by  the  opponents  of  the  Government 
if  the  House  had  set  up  a  Committee  to  investi- 
gate this  question?  The  Government,  Sir, 
would  have  been  charged  with  stifling  the  in- 
oairy;  they  would  have  been  charged  with 
osfeating  the  ends  of  justice ;  and  they  would 
have  been  charged  with  all  sorts  of  connivances 
M>  as  to  do  away  with  an  impartial  investiga- 
tion of  this  matter.  I  maintain  that  there  is 
DO  tribunal  that  could  be  set  up  of  a  more  im- 
pirtial  or  moro  satisfactory  character  than  the 
Royal  Commission  that  has  been  appointed,  oon- 
fliBting,  as  it  does,  of  a  Judge  and  an  ex- Magis- 
trate— gentlemen  of  unblemished  reputations, 
men  of  great  intelligence  and  great  experi- 
esee;  and  surely  there  is  no  one  in  ihis 
House  will  impeach  the  integrity  of  either  of 
them.  Therefore,  what  better  tribunal  oould 
be  set  up  to  make  inquiry  into  a  question  of 
tUs  nature  ?  As  I  have  said,  those  gentle- 
men have  great  experience,  great  intelligence, 
and  great  impartiality ;  and  impartiality  and 
intelligence  are,  I  think,  ail  that  is  neces-iary 
for  the  inquiry.  If  a  parliamentary  Committee 
had  been  set  up  some  people  in  the  country 
woold  not  have  been  satisfied — that  is,  some 
of  those  living  in  the  seaport  towns  of  the 
eotony.  As  for  the  general  public,  they  are  not 
maeh  interested  in  this  matter.  I  will  under- 
take to  say  that  there  are  few  people  in  the 
eoantry  excepting  those  living  about  seaports 
that  are  interested  in  the  Jones  episode.  The 
test  of  competency  for  this  home-service  cer- 
tilioate  is  so  simple  that  it  matters  very  little 
whether,  as  regards  the  risk  to  life  and  pro- 
perty, this  class  of  mariner  holds  a  certificate 
or  whedber  he  does  not.  Had  Jones  been 
oaptain  of  an  oyster- cutter,  running  from 
the  Blufi  to  Stewart  Island,  instead  of  the 
master  of  a  steamer  plying  in  Wellington 
Harbour,  he  might  have  claimed  his  cer- 
tifioate  without  any  examination  at  all.  Sir, 
•gain,  if  there  had  been  any  inclination  to 
evade  the  law,  Jones  could  have  got  his  oertifi- 
eate  by  examination,  and  I  will  explain  why 
and  how.  The  qualification  that  would  enable 
him  to  pass  an  examination  for  a  home- trade 
cntifioate — that  is.  a  certificate  to  allow  him 
to  trade  on  the  coast  of  New  Zealand  only — is 
limply  that  he  should  be  able  to  read  and  write, 
sad  to  have  some  knowledge  of  the  first  four 
Riles  of  arithmetic.  Now,  that  is  so  simple 
Aat  an  examination  of  the  most  elementary 
description  would  have  enabled  him  to  have 
got  his  certificate.  Sir,  in  analysing  circum- 
stantial evidence,  motive  is  a  very  great  factor. 
I  would  ask  the  House  what  motive  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Government  could  possibly  have 
had  in  giving  this  man  a  certificate   if   he 


was  not  entitled  to  it.  There  can  be  no 
motive  at  all.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  comparatively 
obscure  man,  and  to  say  that  any  member  of 
a  Government  would  do  anything  that  would 
bring  reproach  upon  themselves,  or  had  any 
improper  object  in  view,  is  simply  silly.  The 
plain  facts  as  I  understand  them  are  these: 
Jones  approached  the  department  for  a  certifi- 
cate, and  was  told  that  he  was  not  entitled  to 
have  a  certificate,  that  he  was  not  eligible  for 
examination,  and  there  the  matter  ended  so 
far  as  the  Government  was  concerned.  The 
next  that  we  hear  of  it  was  upon  the  floor 
of  this  House.  It  was  then  introduced  by 
Mr.  John  Hutche/:on,  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City.  Well,  what  did  the  Govern- 
ment do?  They  immediately  took  steps  to 
investigate  the  matter,  and  the  result  of  that 
investigation  was  that  they  discovered  that 
Jones  had  obtained  a  certificate  by  means 
of  bogus  examination  •  papers.  Well,  Sir,  the 
Government  promptly  proceeded  to  enter 
an  action  to  move  the  Supreme  Court  to 
cancel  this  man's  certificate,  which  thev 
did,  and  they  also  prosecuted  the  officer 
who   was    responsible    for    giving    it.      Now, 

-Q  Q  what  more  could  thev  do  ?  Thone 
'  '  are  the  facts  upon  which  the  OppoBi- 
tion  made  their  charge  against  the  Premier; 
but  they  signally  failed,  because  the  Premier 
was  in  the  Old  Country  at  the  time.  Failing 
him,  then  they  attack  the  Minister  of  Marine 
by  insinuating  that  he  had  given  instructions 
for  this  man  to  be  examined,  after  being  told 
that  he  was  not  eligible.  Now,  the  trial  that 
took  place  to  compel  Jones  to  surrender  his 
certificate  clearly  proved  that  no  sach  instruc- 
tion was  given  by  the  Minister  of  Marine.  Sir, 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  in  speaking  tiie 
other  night,  said  that  the  Government  was 
always  opposed  to  a  redaction  of  taxation  on 
the  necessaries  of  life.  Now,  I  do  not  think 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  exactly  correct 
in  making  that  assertion.  What  about  the 
reduction  that  was  made  by  this  Government 
on  tea  alone  ?  Surely  that  is  one  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  What  about  the  reduction  that 
was  made  on  fencing  wire?  That,  although 
not  a  necessary  of  life,  is  of  very  great  neces- 
sity to  the  farmers,  and  the  reduction  on  that 
article  was  a  very  great  boon  to  the  farmers. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— The  Government  did  not 
do  that. 

Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN.— The  Government  did  it. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— No,  the  House  did  it. 

Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN.--I  say  it  was  a  mistake 
to  make  that  reduction  on  tea  at  all.  The 
revenue  has  lost  something  like  £100,000  by 
that  reduction,  and  but  very  few  people  have 
ever  felt  the  good  of  it.  Probably  nearly  the 
whole  of  that  remission  has  gone  into  the 
pockets  of  a  very  few  people,  and  has  not  been 
a  saving  to  those  who  it  was  intended  should 
benefit  by  it.  Since  the  Government  tcok 
office  there  has  been  no  necessity  for  reducing 
» taxation,  because  the  people  have  been  enabled 
to  pay  a  full  price  for  their  necessities  of  life. 
It  is  not  so  much  a  question  of  what  we 
have  to  pay,  but  of   our  ability    to  pay    it. 
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Now,  the  country  has  been  in  a  fioariBhing 
condition  for  some  years  past,  and  the  people 
are  earning  fair  wages,  and  they  have  been 
enabled  to  pay  for  their  living  on  account  of 
having  good  wages  and  fairly  constant  em- 
ployment. It  is  not  when  people  are  pro- 
sperous that  taxation  should  be  reduced ;  it  is 
when  the  workers  and  the  poor  people  cannot 
aftord  to  pay  full  prices  that  taxation  should 
be  reduced  upon  the  necessaries  of  life.  No 
one  will  object  to  pay  an  extra  6d.  a  week  in 
taxation  providing  he  is  earning  an  extra  6d. 
a  day.  Now  the  Government  has  set  a  very 
good  example  in  that  respect.  They  have 
increased  the  wages  of  their  railway  employ^ 
by  the  amount  of  6d.  a  day.  The  working- 
classes  of  the  colony  are  now  in  a  propperous 
condition  and  can  afford  to  pay  this  tea 
taxation,  and  I  do  not  think  it  was  wise  to 
make  the  reduction  that  was  made  four  years 
ago.  Then,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  re- 
marked that  the  Government  had  appointed  the 
persons  who  are  putting  the  names  of  electors  on 
the  rrlls.  Well,  in  that  respect  it  was  hardly 
fair  to  say  the  Government  appointed  these 
people.  The  Government  has  not  appointed 
them.  It  gives  instructions  to  the  Registrars 
in  various  parts  of  the  colony  to  appoint  these 
people,  and  the  Registrars  appoint  men  who 
are  capable  and  efficient,  apart  from  any«party 
lines  or  colour.  I  know  of  several  Regintrars 
who  are  decided  opponents  of  this  Government, 
and  I  know  a  number  of  the  people  who  are 
putting  the  names  of  people  on  the  roll  that 
are  very  strong  opponents  of  the  Government; 
and  I  do  not  tbink  it  is  fair  to  say  that  there  is 
any  favouritism  shown  as  tn  who  is  to  put 
people  on  the  rolls.  There  was  something  said 
by  several  speakers  who  preceded  mo  on  the 
rabbit  question.  I  happen  to  be  interested  in 
that  question.  I  think  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Tuapeka  said  he  would  like  to  have  the 
Rabbit  Act  repealed,  and  he  also  said  the  cost  of 
inspection  was  £40,000  a  year.  I  wish  to  correct 
that  statement.  I  find  the  cost  of  the  Stock  In- 
spectors and  Rabbit  Agents  for  the  whole  colony 
is  only  £15,000  a  year.  If  you  were  to  do  away 
with  Rabbit  Agents  and  Inspectors  you  must 
have  Stock  Inspectors,  and  as  these  people  do 
both  classes  of  work  the  cost  is  very  little  more 
for  attending  to  both  branches  than  it  would 
be  for  only  one.  It  would  not  be  wise  to  abolish 
the  Inspectors ;  but  I  think  the  Act  might  be 
amended,  so  that  the  evidence  given  by  wit- 
nesses for  defendants  in  any  case  of  prosecu- 
tion by  the  Inspectors  should  have  more 
weight.  As  it  is  now,  any  Inspector,  if  he 
sees  two  rabbits  on  a  person's  run,  if  he  likes  to 
be  harsh,  can  summon  the  owner  of  that  land, 
and,  although  the  owner  can  bring  twenty  wit- 
nesses to  prove  that  he  is  doing  all  he  can  to 
keep  them  down,  the  weight  of  their  evidence 
is  not  considered  as  against  the  single  asser- 
tion of  the  Tnspeotor.  In  this  respect  I  think 
too  much  power  is  given  to  the  Inspector. 
Then,  it  is  a  question  whether  these  rabbitsf* 
instead  of  being  a  nuisance,  are  not  becoming 
a  valuable  addition  to  our  commerce.  I  think 
the  time  has  come  when  a  conference  of  ex- 
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parts  and  settlers  should  be  set  up  to  go  intoths 
whole  question.     I  can  think  of  three  qaestioos 
that  should  be  submitted  to  such  a  oonferenoe. 
(I.)  Is  the  exportation  of  rabbits  oheoking  their 
numbers?    (2.)    Would    the    Government  be 
justified  in  recognising  the  rabbit- trade  as  an 
industry?    (8.)  What   relation  does   the  com- 
mercial value  of  the  enterprise  bear  to  the  loss 
to  the  farmer  from  the  preeenoe  of  rabbits?   I 
think.  Sir,  that  this  is  a  question  which  might 
very  well  be  taken  up,  and  I  hope  the  Minister 
for  Agriculture  will  pay  some  attention  to  it. 
In  Victoria  the  rabbit  question   is  recognised 
by  the  Government  as  an  industry.    The  rabbits 
are  inspected  and  graded  by  the  Government, 
and  facilities  are  given  to  carry  them  on  the 
railways  from  the  country  to  the  seaport,  and 
to  the  freezing- works.    Possibly  we  might  4o 
the  same  in  this  country.     I  wish  to  congratu- 
late the  Minister  for  Public  Works  upon  the 
great  progress  that  has  been  made  with  the 
Parliamentary  Library  buildings.    I  think.  Sir, 
the  interior  is  very  artistically  decorated,  aad 
very    becoming,   and  it  reflects  ^reat    credit 
on  all  who  have  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 
It  is  a  building  which  will  serve  its  purpose  for 
some  years;  but  the  time  will  come  whenife 
shall  require  a  more  imposing  and    suitable 
place  for  the  parliamentary  buildings  of  New 
Zealand.    Now,  I  think,  is  the   time   that  a 
design    should    be    prepared    and    the    worJc 
started.     I  think  the  construction  of  such  a 
building  should  be  begun  at  once,  and  should 
extend  over  a  series  of  years.    A  sum  of  money 
should  be  voted  year  by  year  for  the  carrying- 
on  of  the  work,  and  when  completed  we  should 
have  a  Parliament  House  which  would  be  a 
credit  to  the  country.     I  maintain   that  tbe 
best  and  most  imposing  building  in  a  oolooy 
should  be  its  parliamentary  building.     There  is 
a  grand  site  in  front  of  the  present  building* 
where  a  structure  could  bo  put  up  that  would 
be  an  ornament  to  the  city  and  a  credit  to  New 
Zealand.     His  Excellency  in  his  Speech  re- 
ferred to  the  railways.    Now  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  regret  that  tho  Hon.  Mr. 
Gad  man  is  about  to  retire  from  the  charge  of 
our  railways.    During  his  administration  very 
great  reforms  have  been  effected  in  our  rail- 
ways ;  but  there  is  still  a  great  deal  to  be  done, 
and    I   should   have   liked  him   to  have  had 
the    honour   of   completing    the    reforms   he 
has  begun,    and   of  seeing   the   railways  not 
only  completed,  but  also  thoroughly  equipped. 
The  experience  of  the  recent  past  shows  that 
there  is  a  great  deficiency  in  rolling-stock.    I 
am  not  blaming  the  Minister  for  this  at  all,  be- 
cause the  volume  of  traffic  has  been  so  unpte- 
cedented  that  no  one  really  is  to  blame.    Tbe 
Minister  has  been  making  every  exertion  be 
possibly  could  to  increase  the  rolling-stock,  but 
he  could  not  increase  it  fast  enough  to  meet 
the  demand.     You  oannot    be    over-suppUed 
with  rolling-stock.    It  is  a  mistake  to  allow  the 
earning- power  of  our  railways  to  snffer  through 
insufficiency  of  rolling-stock.    Sir,  I  think  a 
railway  vote  should  be  taken  this  year.    I  do 
not  know  the  intention  of  the  Minister,  but! 
hope  he  will  ask  for  a  vote,  whioh  I  for  one 
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ihonld  heartily  support,  to  more  efficiently 
aqaip  the  open  lines  of  this  colony.  Then  I 
thbi  the  time  has  oome  when  we  shoald  have 
nburban  rakes  established  to  encourage  subur- 
ban settlement.  We  are  paying  altogether  too 
mooh  for  short  distances,  and  we  do  not  get 
the  conveniences  that  I  think  we  are  entitled 
to  have.  From  Danedin  to  Port  Chalmers,  a 
distance  of  eight  miles,  we  have  to  pay  2s. 
for  the  first-class  and  Is.  4d.  for  second-class 
Rtam  tickets,  and  that  is  certainly  out  of 
tU  proportion  to  the  benefits  received, 
ind,  farthermore,  on  that  line  we  require 
sutable  brakes  to  the  carriages,  and  we  also 
nqaire  to  have  the  goods  and  the  passenger 
tnufic  kept  separate.  Honourable  members 
will  hardly  credit  that,  although  this  line  has 
bsen  established  for  twenty-five  or  twenty-six 
yasn,  there  have  been  no  reforms  made  since 
the  line  was  first  oonstruoted  by  private  enter- 
prise. When  I  spoke  of  a  vote  for  railway 
purposes,  I  had  in  my  mind's  eye  the  necessity 
Ua  making  a  double  line  between  Dunedin 
•lid  Sawyer's  Bay — a  work  that  is  very  much 
nqnired.  It  is  a  work  that  will  oost  some 
BioDey,  and  I  think  the  House  should  sanction 
%  vote  to  enable  the  Minister  to  carry  out  that 
ud  other  necessary  works.  There  is  also  the 
line  from  Wellington  to  Petone,  which  requires 
dealing  with  in  the  same  way.  I  hope  provi- 
aonwill  be  made  during  the  present  session 
for  commencing  these  works.  During  the 
noess  I  noticed  the  utterances  of  members  of 
Fuliament  from  the  public  platform,  and  I 
ooald  not  help  being  struck  by  a  want  of 
unanimity  between  leading  members  of  the 
Opposition  with  regard  to  their  political  ideas. 
There  were  very  few  questions  of  any  import- 
i&ee  on  which  those  gentlemen  were  agreed. 
We  find  that'with  regard  to  taxation  the  Hon. 
Mr.  RoUeston  said  he  did  not  think  we  were 
it  present  in  a  position  to  contemplate  any 
serioiia  reduction  of  ihe  Customs  revenue. 
Then  Mr.  Duthie,  in  a  speech  at  Wellington, 
Slid, "  The  Opposition  would  endeavour  to 
reduce  taxation."  There  we  have  two  loading 
fflembers  of  the  Opposition  holding  quite 
opposite  opinions  on  the  question  of  taxa- 
tion. Mr.  Bolleston  said,  '*  He  was  perfectly 
in  accord  with  the  principle  of  the  resumption 
of  land  on  fair  terms."  Mr.  Duthie  said,  **  He 
WIS  authorised  to  state  that  finality  must  be 
given  to  the  system  of  purchasing  private 
estates."  There  ihey  were  at  cross  purposes 
■^UD.  Then,  vrith  regard  to  land  administra- 
tion, Mr.  RoUeston  said,  "  He  was  not  going  to 
ny  anything  about  Mr.  MoKenzie,  as  he  had 
his  heart  in  his  work,  and  he  endeavoured  to 
benefit  the  colony  to  the  best  of  his  belief." 
Xr.  Duthie  said,  "  The  land-for-settlement 
policy  of  the  Government  bad  been  a  gigantic 
failure.  The  land  •  administration  was  a  blot 
on  the  policy  of  the  Ministry."  There  is  a  very 
marked  difference  of  opinion  between  leading 
members  of  the  Opposition.  But  with  refer- 
ence to  the  selling  of  land  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  are  pretty  well  all  agreed. 
We  find  that  Mr.  RoUeston,  Mr.  Duthie,  and 
Mr.  0.  Hutchison  are  all  agreed  on  this.      Mr. 


G.  Hutchison  said,  *'  The  policy  of  the  future 
would  be  freehold  land-tenure,  and  the  general 
elections  would  be  fought  under  that  banner." 
One  would  imagine  that  the  Government  was 
opposed  to  freehold  land-tenure.  It  is  nothing 
of  the  kind.  The  present  law  provides  that 
a  man  can  buy  640  acres  of  first-class  or 
2,000  acres  of  second-class  land,  and  a  larger 
area  of  other  kinds  of  land.  The  Government 
never  endeavoured  to  restrict  people  from  buy- 
ing land,  but  what  they  have  tried  to  do  has 
been  to  prevent  people  buying  large  quantities 
of  land  and  becoming  land  monopolists.  But 
the  Opposition  would  make  people  believe  the 
Government  would  not  allow  any  one  to  buy 
land  at  all.  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  wordis 
on  many  other  subjects.  I  have  a  great  deal 
to  say,  but  I  see  that  my  time  is  getting 
short.  Still,  I  cannot  help  referring  to  the 
progress  of  the  colony.  The  Opposition  deny 
that  the  Government  have  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  improved  condition  of  the 
colony.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  say  that 
they  are  responsible  for  all  our  success,  but  I 
do  say  that  the  liberal  measures  they  have 
introduced  have  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with 
the  altered  condition  of  affairs  that  we  find  at 
the  present  time.  We  know  very  well  that, 
however  great  a  country  may  be, — whatever 
natural  advantages  a  country  may  enjoy, — 
however  fertile  it  may  be,  if  the  land-laws  and 
other  laws  are  not  good,  and  if  the  administra- 
tion of  those  laws  is  not  good,  that  oouutry 
cannot  prosper.  Fortunately,  we  have  good 
laws  and  good  administration,  and,  as  a  result, 
we  have  a  prosperous  country  and  a  happy 
community.  What  more  indisputable  evidence 
of  our  growing  prosperity  could  you  have  than 
the  return  that  has  been  compiled  in  reference 
to  our  private  wealth  ?  What  do  we  find  ?  We 
find  that  in  1890  the  private  wealth  of  the  colony 
amounted  to  £228  per  head.  In  1897  it  had 
risen  to  £252  per  head.  In  that  short  space  of 
time,  the  private  wealth  in  the  colony  had  ad- 
vanced by  £2i  per  head  of  population.  What 
could  be  better  evidence  than  that  of  our  grow- 
ing prosperity?  It  makes  New  Zealand  the 
richest  country  in  the  world,  according  to  ics 
population.  I  think  that  is  a  thing  we  may 
very  well  be  proud  of.  Then,  it  has  been  said  by 
a  good  many  Opposition  members  iu  their  pre- 
sessional  addresses  that  our  indebtedness  per 
head  was  increasing.  Now,  we  find  from  cor- 
rect returns  that  in  1890  the  indebtedness  per 
head  was  £60  5s.  3d. ;  in  1897  it  was  £60  4s.  lid. 
— 9k  reduction  of  4d.  per  head  of  our  population. 
These  facts  are  satisfactory,  after  sil  that  has 
been  said  about  our  increasing  indebtedness. 
Sir,  however  much  people  might  disagree  as  to 
the  cause  of  our  prosperity,  we  cannot  shut  our 
eyes  to  the  fact  that  prosperity  has  set  iu,  aud 
people  are  more  comfortable.  We  find  few 
unemployed,  and  things  are  altogether  better 
than  they  were  seven  years  ago. 

Mr.  J.  HUTOHBSON.— You  will  find  eight 
hundred  unemployed  in  Wellington  to-morrow 
if  you  like. 

Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN. — The  honourable  mem- 
ber says  there  are  eight  hundred  unemployed 
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in  Wellington.  I  think  he  is  doing  Wellington 
a  very  great  injusiioe  by  making  that  assertion, 
and  1  do  not  think  the  people  of  Wellington  will 
thank  him  for  saying  that,  because  we  find  that 
when  the  "  unemplo>ed '*  diffioulty  exists  it 
makes  itself  felt  very  readily.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber for  the  past  three  or  four  years  reading  of 
deputations  of  anemployed  to  the  Mayors  of 
the  various  cities.  That  difficulty  is,  I  hope,  a 
thing  of  the  past. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON.— It  occurred  in  Wei- 
lington  about  a  month  ago. 

Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN.— There  has  been  a  good 
deal  said  about  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  and 
about  the  good  that  it  has  done.  It  has  been 
asserted  by  a  groat  number  of  speakers  on  that 
side  that  the  institution  of  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Act  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  lower- 
ing of  the  rate  of  interest  in  this  colony.  My 
honourable  friend  Mr.  McNab  went  fully  into 
that  question,  but  I  wish  to  state  this  simple 
fact:  that  out  of  the  large  amount  of  money 
that  has  been  applied  for  by  the  people  of  this 
colony  under  this  Act  at  the  dace  of  the  re- 
turn from  which  I  am  quoting  —  that  is,  in 
March,  1898 — the  amount  applied  for  was  no 
less  a  bum  than  £2,612,000,  and  of  that  sum 

-.nor)  68  per  cent,  was  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  ofi  mortgages  at  a  higher  rate 
of  interest.  Now,  Sir,  if  I  were  to  talk  for 
six  months  I  could  not  say  anything  to  prove 
more  emphatically  and  undeniably  that  the 
effect  of  this  cheap- money  scheme  of  the  Qo- 
vernment  was  to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest. 
Why  should  these  people  apply  for  fresh  loans 
to  pay  off  their  old  mortgages  unless  they  ouuld 
better  themselves  by  so  doing  ?  There,  Sir,  I 
leave  the  matter. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half- past  twelve 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  SOth  June^  1899. 

Adjournment— First  Reading— Imprest  Supply  Bill 

(No.  1). 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  moved,  That 
the  Hon.  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  ehair,  and 
resume  it  at  eight  p,m. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSEI  desired  to  know 
why  the  Council  should  adjourn  till  eight 
o'clock.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
state  the  reason,  the  Council  might  submit 
to  it. 

The  Hon.   Mr.    W.   0.    WALKER  thought 

every  member  knew  that  on  the  SOtfa  June  it 

was  necessary  to  pass  an  Imprest  Supply  Bill. 

He  did  not  think  the  Bill  would  reach  the 

-Council  before  eight  o'clock. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr,  E,  0.  Allen 


COUNCIL  KB8UMBD. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  resumed  the  ohair  at 
eight  o'clock. 

FIRST  READING. 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  1). 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  1). 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKER.— Sir,  I  beg 
to  move  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  I  wish 
to  state  that  the  Bill  is  in  the  usual  form,  ex- 
cept that  subsection  (8)  of  section  2  emboditt 
the  appropriation  for  transfer  to  the  Poblie 
Works  Fund.  Previously  it  was  in  the  Sdie- 
dule. 

Bill  read  the  second  and  the  third  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
eight  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    BBPRESENTATIVB8. 

Friday,  SOth  June,  1899, 

First  Readings— Marine  Commissicn— Impx^st  Sap- 
ply  Bill  (No.  1)— Address  in  Beply:  No  CobII- 
dence.  

Mr.  Sphakibb  took  the  obsir  at  half-past 
two  o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 

Christohurch  Domains  Trust  Indenanity  BiUc 
Testator's  Family  Maintenance  Bill,  Empl^ 
ment  of  Boys  and  Girls  without  Payment  of 
Wages  Prevention  Bill,  Factories  Bill,  Anek- 
land  College  and  Grammar  School  GonsoHda- ' 
tion  Bill,  Referendum  Bill,  Miners'  Right  Re- ' 
duotion  Bill,  Totalisator  Abolition  Bill,  Don- : 
edin  Tdwu  Belt    Roads   Closing   Bill,    Otago 
University  Leases  and  Securities  Bill. 

MARINE  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— Sir,  the  other 
day  I  promised  the  leader  of  the  Oppocitiaa 
that  I  would  look  into  the  question  of  laying 
the  Marine  Commission  on  the  table  of  tbt 
House.  I  was  also  asked  a  question  on  the 
matter  yesterday  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Ricoarton.  I  find  there  is  no  precedent  at 
all  in  respect  to  the  case.  The  Polioe  Oom- 
mission  was  gazetted ;  and,  under  the  cirenm- 
stanoes,  I  now  move.  That  the  Commiadon  be 
laid  on  the  table  and  be  printed.  If,  aftM 
perusal  by  those  who  are  conducting  or  in- 
terested in  the  inquiry,  it  is  thought  an  exten- 
sion of  the  scope  of  the  Commission  is  neoee- 
sary  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  such  representa- 
tion every  consideration. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  (No,  1). 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Ezoelleney 
the  Governor,  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty,  reomn- 
mending  the  House  to  make  provision  for  the 
paymeiit  of  salaries,  wages,  and  oontingenoiee 
for  the  year  ending  the  81st  March,  1900. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Supply. 


1^.] 


Imprest  Supply 


[HOUSE.] 


BUI  (No  1). 


167 


On  the  qaestion,  That  a  enni  not  exceeding 
£370,000  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  by  way  of 
impreBt  for  the  services  for  the  year  ending 
the  31sr.  March,  1900, 

Mr.BOLLBSTOK  (Bicoarton).— I  would  like 
to  bA,  Sir,  if  there  is  any  dinerenoe  in  this 
Bill  from  similar  Biiis— in  the  wording  or  in 
iny  other  way — as  we  have  noc  had  time  to 
IooJe  at  it. 

Mr.  8EDD0N  (Premier).— This  Bill  is  in  the 
fomi  of  Bills  Kos.  2  and  8  of  last  session. 
fioDoarable  members  will  recolleot  the  first 
Bill  of  last  session  varied  from  Nos.  2  and  8 
bMsose  in  it  we  had  £100,000  on  the  debit  and 
endit  aide,  which  led  to  some  confusion.  This 
Bill  is  in  the  same  form  as  Nos.  2  and  3  of  last 
MiBioD,  without  any  material  alteration,  and  I 
tiudk  it  is  for  the  same  amount. 

Mr.  KOLLESTON.  —  Without  any  altera- 
ftion? 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  Without    any    alteration. 

Ui%  jear  we  had  £100,000  on  the  debit  and 

cnditside,  and  we  did  away  with  that;  and 

I  Ihis  is  the  same  form  as  Nos.  2  and  8  of  last 

aettion. 

Besolution  agreed  to,  reported  to  the  House 
iod  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  first  time. 
!     3Q        On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be 
!         '    read  a  second  time, 

Captain  BUS3ELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  said,— 
6if,  I  jost  wish  to  say  that  I  have  no  inten- 
tioo  whatever  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  the 
^  before  us ;  but  I  would  point  out  to  the 
Hod.  the  Premier — and  it  must  be  patent  to  the 
Bouse — that  the  practice  we  have  got  into  of 
|kte  years,  of  Parliaojent  being  summoned  so 
Ate  that  we  are  unable  to  get  through  the 
HdiDary  proper  course  of  business  laid  down 
ft  Stauding  Orders  without  the  suspension  of 
'tee  Standing  Orders,  is  radically  wrong. 
Miring  the  past  two  or  three  years,  Parliament 
has  assembled  so  late  that  it  has  been  impos- 
es for  the  ordinary  business  to  go  forward 
tttil  we  first  suspend  Standing  Orders.  An 
rlaiprest  Sappiy  Bill  is  brought  up  to  the 
Soose,  placed  in  our  hands,  and  we  have  no 
ipportunity  even  of  reading  the  Bill.  Every- 
Mdy  knows  that  the  reason  fur  the  Bill  is, 
to  a  very  great  extent,  formal;  but  the  great 
.^cipie,  that  the  represenia lives  of  the 
|eople  should  have  control  of  the  money 
•f  the  people,  is  of  such  importance  that 
the  lax  practice  we  have  got  into  is  extremely 
*K>Dg;  and  that  we  should  be  compelled, 
vbether  we  like  it  or  disapprove  of  it,  to  pass 
Ml  Imprest  Supply  Bill  to  prevent  a  great 
Bttonvemence  coming  on  the  public  service  of 
the  colony  is  placing  tiie  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  in  an  ignominious  position.  Therefore 
it  OQgbt  to  be  an  instruction  to  the  Govern- 
>ieQt  tiiat,  in  future,  Parliament  must  be 
xsembled  at  such  a  time  that  the  business  of 
the  country  can  be  carried  on  in  a  more  com- 
pMed  and  proper  manner  than  we  are  able  to 
^  ander  existing  circumstances.  Although  I 
HJtbatI  have  no  intention  whatever  of  oppos- 
ing the  pasbage  of  this  BtU,  I  would  point  out 
to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  that  he  must  not  take 


that  as  an  example  of  what  our  aotioa  will  be 
unless  the  financial  business  of  the  country  is 
brought  before  us  in  the  way  it  ought  to  be.  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  we  will  not 
place  the  Government  and  the  country  in  the 
unenviable  position  of  being  unable  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  public  service.  It  would 
be  wrong  that  should  be  done ;  but  that  will 
not  prevent  us  limiting  the  sums  granted  on 
Imprest  to  such  small  amounts  from  time  to 
time  that  the  Government  will  be  obliged  to 
comply  with  what  we  believe  to  be  essential  con- 
ditioDs  before  we  grant  them  absolute  power  of 
the  public  purse.  Honourable  members  will 
recollect  the  great  struggle  last  year  to  insure 
that  Paper  B.~l  would  be  brought  down  and 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  ;  also,  that  we  in- 
sisted on  having  the  items  of  *'  contingencies  '* 
set  out  in  extenso  for  the  information  of  the 
House.  We  struggled,  in  addition,  to  insure  that 
the  bringing-down  of  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment and  estimates  should  not  be  postponed 
for  an  indefinite  time.  Well,  we  succeeded 
in  achieving  to  a  great  extent  that  we  fought 
for;  but  we  had  not,  unfortunately,  provided 
for  a  fixed  day  on  which  the  public-works  esti- 
mates should  be  debated.  The  consequence 
was  that  they  were  brought  up  before  a  jaded 
House,  notwithstanding  the  promise  of  the 
Premier  that  we  should  have  ample  time  for 
the  discussion  of  them  in  all  the  details.  In- 
stead of  that,  they  were  brought  up  so  late  in 
the  session  as  the  2nd  November,  and  Parlia- 
ment prorogued  on  the  5th.  The  time  and 
date  at  which  these  estimates  were  brought 
up  was  so  inconvenient  that  sufficient  dis- 
cussion could  not  take  place,  with  the  result 
of  the  passing  of  large  sums  of  money,  amount- 
ing to  three -quarters'  of  a  million,  through 
the  House  without  duo  consideration.  I  do 
not  wish  to  hold  out  any  tureat.  I  realise 
t'tiat  we  must  to  a  very  great  extent  leave  the 
control  and  management  of  the  House  to 
the  Executive  Officers,  who  are  the  Ministers ; 
but  it  is  our  duty  to  insist  that  that  business 
is  so  brought  before  the  House,  and  as  such 
reasonable  time,  and  dealt  with  at  such  reason- 
able hours,  that  it  can  be  properly  and 
efficiently  understood.  That  was  not  so  last 
year,  nor  the  year  before  that,  nor  in  preceding 
years.  We  have  gradually  drifted  into  such  a 
norrible  condition  of  laxity  in  voiiug  public 
money  away  that  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say 
that  not  a  member,  not  even  a  Minister,  has 
the  least  idea  of  what  the  bulk  of  this  money 
has  been  voted  for,  or  ilio  necessity  for  the 
amounts  passed.  It  is  our  duty  to  avoid  that 
for  the  future  ;  and  therefore  I  tell  the  Premier 
that  before  he  expects  us  to  give  him  other 
Imprest  supply,  he  muot  be  prepared  to  give 
us  ample  notice  of  his  intention,  and,  before 
he  asks  for  another  Imprest  Supply  Bill, 
also  of  the  date  when  he  will  bring  down  the 
Financial  Statement  and  the  consolidated 
estimates.  We  must  further  know  when  the 
Public  Works  Statement  and  estimates  are 
to  be  brought  down.  It  is  essential  that  we 
should  know  this.  It  is  essential  also  that  the 
finance  of  the  colony  should  be  dealt  with  as  a 
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whole — not  as  has  prevailed  in  the  past :  that 
the  ordioary  estimates  shouUl  be  brought  down 
and  remain  on  the  table  of  the  House  for  a  long 
period  undeaU  with,  the  moneys  unvoted,  and 
the  House  refused  any  information  as  to  the 
Pablio  Works  Statement,  the  policy  of  public 
works,  or  the  amount  of  the  •'Htlmates  the 
House  is  to  be  asked  to  pass.  All  that  we  ask 
Is  that  the  practice  which  prevailed  in  former 
years  should  be  reverted  to.  La^t  year,  notwith- 
standing that  we  had  passed  through  nix  months 
of  the  financial  year,  the  Premier  told  us  that 
Ministers  had  not  prepared  the  public-works 
estimates,  and  did  not  know  how  the  money  was 
to  be  expended.  It  would  be  discreditable  to 
anv  business- man  if  he  had  not  sufficient  know- 
ledge of  his  transactions,  after  he  had  been  six 
months  in  business,  to  be  unable  to  speak  accu- 
rately of  his  requirements.  That  is  what  we 
itrugglec]  Against  last  year  and  what  we  must 
struggle  against  this.  Three  months  of  the 
current  financial  year  have  expired,  and  there 
should  be  no  difficulty  in  bringing  down  the 
Public  Works  Statement  and  estimates  within 
four  weeks  from  the  present  date.  But  I  do 
not  wisii  to  fix  absolutely  any  particular  date. 
I  am  prepared  to  extend  every  courtesy  and 
consideration  to  the  Government;  but  it  must 
bo  understood  that  if  we  refuse  to  again  pass 
sums  amounting  to  £870,000  and  place  them 
at  the  dispofsal  of  the  Government,  we  shall 
not  be  transgressing  our  proper  functions  by 
insisting  on  knowing  what  the  financial 
proposals  of  the  Government  are  to  be. 
Sir,  I  hope  that  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
will,  before  he  asks  for  another  Supply  Bill, 
oome  to  the  House  and  tell  us  frankly  when  we 
are  to  have  the  Financial  Statement  and  the 
estimates,  which  are,  of  course,  brought  down 
at  the  same  time ;  and  not  only  that,  but  that 
he  will  undfrtake,  as  soon  as  the  ordioary 
consolidated  estimates  of  the  colony  are  passed, 
that  forthwith  we  shall  go  on  with  the  esti- 
mates of  the  Public  Works  Department,  and 
that  all  shall  be  done  within  reasonable  time 
and  rea<ionabie  hours ;  because  to  place  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  in  the  unfortunate  position 
they  were  placed  in  last  year,  of  being  unable 
to  properly  discuss  the  huge  expenditure  which 
is  involved  in  the  public-works  estimates,  is 
distinctly  wrong.  Sir,  I  hope  that  the  Premier 
will  be  able  to  explain  these  matters  plainly 
and  frankly  to  us  :  not  that  we  wish  to  obstruct 
the  business,  hut  we  have  on  this  side  of  the 
House  our  duties  to  perform,  and  we  intend  to 
perform  them. 

Mr.  SMITH  (Ohristchurch).~Sir,  before  the 
Premier  replies  I  should  like  to  remind  the 
House  that  three  years  ego  the  late  honourable 
member  for  Selwyn,  who  took  a  keen  interest 
in  parliamentary  practice,  moved  a  resolution, 
which  was  practically  an  instruction  to  the 
Ministry  that  this  House  should  be  called  to- 
gether m  the  earlier  part  of  May.  That  reso- 
lution was  defeated  on  the  distinct  promise  of 
the  Premier  that  in  future  he  would  call  Par- 
liament together  at  an  early  date.  That  pro- 
mise was  veiy  conveniently  given,  and,  like  a 
good  many  of  the  promises  of  the  Premier,  was 
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as  conveniently  broken  the  next  year  ;  and  (be 
conseqnence  is   that  year  after  year  we  aia  \ 
called    together    at    the  same  time,  without  I 
praciically  any  chance  of  doing  business  before  | 
these  Imprest  Supply  Bills  are  brought  dowc.  | 
Now,    as    the  leader  of    the   Opposition    ha^ 
pointed  out,  three  months  of  the  financial  year 
have  already  gone,  and  the  various  departmente' 
have  practically  their  balance-sheets  ready.    Ic 
seems  to  me  that  three  months  after  the  toi. 
of  the  financial  year  the  Premier  ought  to  be 
able  to  bring  down  his  financial  proposaU,  aad^ 
to  show  us  what  the  position  is.    For  myeelf,  t 
cannot  understand  the  position  of  the  leader^ 
of  the  Opposition.     He  assures  us  very  conds*' 
sively  that  he  has  a  duty  to  perform,  and  thafr 
he  will  insist  upon  getting  the  informational' 
some  future  date^    It  seems  to  me  that  if  the^ 
Opposition  has  any  duty  at  all — and  .they  cob* 
sider  that  they  have  their  duties — it  is  to  git 
the  information  they  are  crying  for;   and,  if 
they  cannot  get  it,  to  take  what  action  tbay 
think  necessary  to  get  it.    I  can  say  that  if  I 
were  in  the  responsible  position  of  the  leate 
of  the  Opposition  I  should  certainly  have  thil* 
information  before  business  went  on.    Now,  •• 
far  as  this  particular  Imprest  Bill  is  conoemed* 
I  have  no  desire  to  impede  its  progress  at  tin, 
present  time,  but  when  we  get  into  Gommitftat 
I  want  a  little  information  from  the  Ministff 
fcr  Railways,  if  he  is  here. 

Me.  BEDDON.— I  have  sent  for  him. 

Mr.  SMITH.— When  he  is  here  I  shall  bt 
prepared  to  ask  him  a  question  or  two  as  to  hit 
department ;  but,  if  we  are  to  do  the  busine 
of  the  colony  properly,  before  we  are  asked 
vote  £870,000  we  ought  to  have  some  chanM 
of    going   into  the  financial  position   of   titf 
country,  and  to  deal  with  it  from  a  coloniit 
standpoint.    The   fact  of   the   matter  is,  «• 
recognise  at  once  that  this  money  has  tobi,' 
voted :   the  salaries  have  to  be  paid,  we  oannol^ 
make  default;  but  we  have  alBill  introdaeeCI 
for  £370,000,  with  the    knowledge    that  tiii 
Legislative  Gounoil  mnst  also  pass  it  to-ni^db! 
otherwise  salaries   cannot  be  paid.     This  ti^ 
a    most    unfortunate    position     to      be  jpvl' 
in,  and  beforeHbhe  next  Imprest  Supply  oBX' 
comes  down  I  hope  proceedings  will  be  tabn' 
to  see  that  we  have  the  information  wa  want 
before  the  Bill  is  passed. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  (EUesmere).— I  bavt 
one  question  to  ask,  and  that  is,  whether  anf 
debentures  have  been  issued  under  the  Laol 
for  Settlements  Act  at  a  higher  rate  than  9| 
per  cent.,  and,  if  so,  how  much? 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  (Bruce).— I  only  want  to  m 
the  Premier,  in  reply,  to  explain  bow  it  is  that  * 
the  amounts  mentioned  in  the  first  resolatkn 
and  the  Bill  submitted  to  us  do  not  correspond. 
The  first  resolution  submitted  says  that  we  an 
to  authorise  the  issue  of  £870,000  by  way  of 
Imprest,  but  the  Bill  authorises  £470,000.  I 
am  aware  that  it  is  not  intended  to  be  tf* 
pended,  but  that  it  is  simply  a  transfer  fioB 
one  account  to  another ;  but  I  want  an  explaoa* 
tion  why  the  first  resolution  is  to  grant  aid  bf 
way  of  Imprest,  £870,000,  while  in  the  Bill  va 
are  asked  to  grant  £470,000.    I  suppoae  ilii 
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WoauM  of  the  8rd  subsection  of  the  2Qd 
skose,  wbere  we  transfer  to  the  Public  Works 
Wnod  £100,000. 

Mr.   FISHER  (Welliugton    City).— It    was 

;  Always  the  wish  of  well-meaning  politicians 

eal  of  office  to  have  Parliament  called  together 

in  May,  or  at  an  earlier  period,  but  looking 

Itek   over  a  long  series  of  years,  I  do    not 

;  nmember  any  Ministry  that  called  the  House 

I  together  in  May.    The  caston^  is  to  call  Par- 

jltoment  together  at  the  end  of  June.    But  a 

I  mm  oostom  has  arisen  in  this  House.    Of  late 

yma,  through  the  introduction  of  these  weari- 

Mme  debates  it  has  been  the  custom  to  delay 

fts  completion  of  the  debate  on  the  Address  in 

llflply  until  it  Is  impossible  to  get  an  Imprest 

Sapply  Bill  through  in  time  without  its  being 

"msbed"  through,  as  members  of  th^Opposi- 

ttoo  call  it.    Now,  that  plan  has  taken  such  a 

iann  that  it  impedes  the  progress  of  public 

banness   in    this   House.      So  that,  as    the 

hODOorabie  gentleman,  the  leader  of  the  Op- 

fOBtioD,  said  juRt  now,  it  becomes  impossible 

•lA  the  end  of  the  session  for  members  of  the 

Bouse,  or  for  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the 

nkimates,  to  properly  understand  what  is  being 

done,  eo  hurriedly  have  we  to  put  the  estimates 

HuoQgh  Committee.    Whose  fault  is  that,  may 

Iitk?    I  can  answer  that  question  for  myself 

to  my  own  saiisf  action  ;  but  I  think  the  people 

of  the  country  ought  to  understand  whose  fault 

H  is.   Take  the  experience  of  last  year,  for  in- 

Itonee.     At  the  beginning  of  last  session  one 

iriiole  month  wchs  exhausted  in  simply  beating 

fitoair.    The  public  business  of  this  country 

«-Uie  business   of  this    Parliament —was  not 

tonehed.    Even  the  fringe  of  it  was  not  touched 

tor  one  month  after  the  opening  of  the  session. 

Iny,  whose  fault  was  that?    It  was  the  fault 

tithe  Opposition  in  bringing  forward  motions 

vliioh  they  knew  they  had  no  hope  of  carrying. 

Long  debates  and  discussions  take  place  upon 

iMse   frivolous    amendments — I    cannot  call 

them  anything  else ;  and  time  is  taken  up  which 

<  OTght  to  be  devoted,  as  the  leader  of  the  Op- 

,  fOsitioD  eays,  (o  the  full  and  fair  consideration 

tf  the  estimates.      Instead  of  that  they  are 

nihed  through  at  the  end  of  the  session  in  the 

mil  hoars  of  the  morning,  when  it  is  impos- 

Ale  to  give  them  fair  consideration.    Now,  as 

I  lay,  there  ought  to  have  been  fair  and  reason- 

iUe  time  to  consider  the  estimates  of  last  year, 

Vot  there  was  not'  time  to  consider  them  fully 

tad  fairly  because  of  the  waste  of  one  month 

—one  whole  month — at  the  beginning  of  the 

I  Mtion   in    frivolous    and    futile    discussion. 

I  fiiir,  if  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  wishes  to 

I  bive  that  particular  point  discussed,  I  think  it 

I  mght  to  be  discussed  in  such  a  way  that  the 

I  pnolic  would  understand— and  if  they  do  not 

i  Qttdec&tand,  they  ought  to  be  made  to  under- 

;  Mind— where  the  fault  lies.    How  long  are  you 

to  go  on  with  this  dead-and-alive  debate,  may 

I  ask?    You  cannot  put  any  life  into  it.    I 

know  I  am  repeating  myself,  and  that  is  a 

thing  I  do  not  like  to  do ;  but,  when  the  leader 

of  the  Opposition  complains  of  the  manner  in 

which  business  is  rushed  through  at  the  end  of 

tbe  leasion,  and  how  the  public  moneys  are 


voted  without  sufficient  consideration  being 
given  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  voted, 
I  ask,  why  do  he  and  his  party  waste  a  month 
in  futile  discussions  such  as  this  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session  ?  What  is  the  answer  to 
that? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa).— The  honour- 
able gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
told  us  that  a  whole  month  at  the  beginning  of 
last  session  was  wasted  by  the  Opposition  in 
fruitless  squabbling.  The  Opposition  fought 
for  information  which  the  representatives  of 
the  people  had  a  right  to  expect. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— It  took  three  days  to  get  it. 

Mr.  BDOHANAN.—We  did  not  get  it.  We 
also  protested  against  the  Government  com- 
mitting this  colony  to  an  expenditure  of  some- 
thing like  £40,000  on  the  strength  of  a  vote  of 
only  £7,000.  This  House  is  supposed  to  have 
charge  of  the  purse.  It  gave  no  authority 
whatever  to  make  such  a  commitment ;  but  the 
Government  consists  of  an  autocracy  supported 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just 
accused  the  Opposition  of  wasting  the  time 
of  the  country  in  useless  debate,  and  of  thus 
preventing  the  discussion  of  details  of  votes 
amounting  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds. 
The  honourable  gentleman  therefore  stands,  or 
rather  sits,  convicted  of  failing  in  his  duty  to 
the  electors  who  sent  him  here  to  look  after 
their  interests.  The  Government  have  never 
given  any  satisfactory  reply  to  the  charge  of 
committing  the  colony  to  an  enormous  expen- 
diture without  any  authority  whatever  from 
this  House.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition  has 
told  the  Premier  that  we  expect  certain  in- 
formation, and  that  we  expect  to  have  the 
Public  Works  Statement  brought  down  at  an 
early  date,  and  not  only  brought  down  but  an 
opportunity  given  of  discussing  it  within  a 
reasonable  time.  Does  he  expect  to  get  that  ? 
Does  his  previous  experience  of  the  Premier, 
who  sits  on  that  bench,  lead  him  to  expect  for 
a  moment  that  he  is  likely  to  get  anything 
reasonable,  unless  under  pressure  that  he  cannot 
resist?  Let  us.  Sir,  recall  for  a  moment  tho 
utterances  of  that  honourable  gentleman  when 
interviewed  by  a  deputation  not  so  long  ago 
m  Master  ton.  He  there  accused  the  Con- 
troller and  Auditor-General  of  the  colony  of 
being  a  political  ptxrtisan,  and  on  what  ground  ? 
That  that  gentleman  put  what  he  called  a 
**  tag  "  on  his  certificate  as  to  the  accounts  of 
the  colony  for  the  year  ending  the  dlst  March 
last,  exposing  the  default  of  the  Government. 
Was  the  Audi  tor- General  justified  in  doing 
that  ?  There  can  be  only  one  answer  to  that, 
and  it  is  that  that  gentleman  only  did  his  dutv 
in  attaching  that  tag  to  his  certificate.  If 
be  had  failed  to  do  that  he  would  have  failed 
in  his  duty  to  this  House  and  to  the  country. 
The  Premier  has  lost  no  opportunity,  either 
during  the  recess  or  during  the  sitting  of  this 
House,  to  attempt  in  every  way  possible  to  over- 
ride every  constitutional  safeguard  provided  for 
the  good  government  of  this  colony  ;  and  I  do 
hope  that  this  House — and  when  I  say  that  I 
include  the  members  who  usually  support  the 
Government — will  see  that  an  end  is  put  to  this. 
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and  that  the  House  should  have  a  real  control 
over  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  PIKANI  (Palmerston).— I  would  not 
have  interposed  \n  this  debate  but  for  a  per- 
sonal reference  by  the  Premier  to  me  on  the 
question  of  technical  education  during  the 
recess.  It  is  an  extraordinary  thing  that  the 
Premier  never  makes  these  references  in  public 
in  my  diattict.  He  generally  comes  to  my  dis- 
trict under  cover  of  the  night,  and  departs 
again  before  daylight,  but  when  be  is  about 
thirty  or  forty  miles  away  he  is  very  brave. 

Mr.  FISHER.— He  is  afraid  you  will  eat 
him. 

Mr.  PIRANI.--The  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Fisher)  says  the  Premier  is  afraid  I 
may  eai  him.  Well,  he  might  drink  him,  but 
he  would  not  eat  him.  The  Premier  made  two 
references  during  the  tecess  to  a  point  which 
has  been  raised  by  the  member  for  tbe  Waira- 
rapa  (Mr.  Buchanan),  and  that  was  to  the  tag 
ou  the  Public  Accounts  made  by  the  Auditor- 
General.  I  think  that  it  was  due  to  the  House 
that  the  Premier  should  have  taken  this  oppor- 
tunity, in  introducing  an  Imprest  Supply  Bill, 
to  explain  what  course  he  is  going  to  take  in 
acoonlanoe  with  the  law  to  prosecute  those  who 
have  used  the  public  funds  illegally.  Under 
the  Public  Kevenues  Act  it  is  provided  that 
when  moneys  have  been  expended  as  *'  unau- 
thorised expenditure,"  without  being  subse- 
quently appropriated  by  Parliament,  those 
who  have  expended  the  moneys  should  be 
prosecuted.  And  there  is  a  further  provi- 
sion, that  the  prosecution  can  only  be  in- 
itiated by  the  House  of  Representatives  itself. 
Now,  1  say  this:  that  if  the  Premier  is, 
as  he  is  supposed  to  be,  the  representative  of 
law  and  order,  if  he  is  the  guardian  of  the 
public  purse  as  Colonial  Treasurer,  then  surely 
it  is  bin  duty,  under  the  Public  Revenues 
Act,  to  ask  this  House  to  pass  a  resolution 
empowering  him  to  prosecute  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  for  misusing  the  public  funds  ? 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Set  up  another  Com- 
mission. 

Mr.  PIRaNI.— Probably,  as  an  honourable 
member  has  just  stated,  the  Premier  will 
appoint  a  moribund  Commission  for  this 
matter.  But  I  think,  if  he  is  not  going  to 
take  the  course  as  laid  down  in  the  Public 
Revenues  Act,  then  ho  should,  at  any  rate, 
give  such  an  explanation  to  this  House  as 
would  absolve  him  from  the  very  difficult 
position  in  which  he  is  at  present  placed. 
Now,  it  would  be  no  excuse  for  the  Premier 
to  say  that  he  followed  out  the  course  he 
has  taken  in  connection  with  these  technical 
education  votes  through  ignorance  of  the 
law.  Ignorance  of  the  law  cannot  be  pleaded 
in  an  ordinary  Court,  and  how  much  less 
ought  ignorance  of  the  law  to  be  pleaded 
in  what  the  Premier  has  told  us  half  a 
dozen  times  is  the  highest  Court  of  the 
land?  Of  ail  people,  surely  he  ought  not  to 
he  allowed  lo  plead  ignorance  of  the  law, 
especially  as  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ministry 
which  put  this  law  on  the  statute-book,  and 
ought  to  be  the  last  man  to  be  allowed  to  plead 
Mr  Buchanan 
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ignorance  of  a  law  assed  at  his  own  instanes. 
The  Premier,  strange  to  say,  was  the  first  k> 
promulgate  to  the  colony  that  he  had  com- 
mitted this  offence;  becaufie,  when  he  was  in- 
terviewed at  Masterton  by  a  deputation  aboat 
technical  schools,  to  defend  himself  he  road 
an  extract  which  he  said  at  tbe  time  was  a  (sg 
on  the  Public  Accounts  of  the  colony.  Mind 
you,  these  Public  Accounts  had  not  been  pab- 
lished  anywhercaat  that  time,  and  nobody  bot 
tbe  Premier  himself  was  in  a  position  to  saj 
that  that  was  a  correct  extract.  But  aoms- 
times  it  is  advisable  to  take  the  Premier's 
word,  and  ou  this  occasion  I  shall  take  it  to 
show  what  the  tag  consisted  of.  Tbe  Prenuec 
said: — 

**Here    was    the    statement    made  by  fcke 
Auditor-Qeneral : — 
"  *  (5.)  The    expenditure   of   the    Education 
Department    includes,    under    CIms 
Vlll.,  Public  Works  Fund,— 
*  (a.)  A  sum  of  £1,500,  being  uioneys  whieb, 
having  been  issued  and  paid  under  the 
authority  of  section  3  of  "  The  Pablio 
Revenues  Acts  Amen d  men t  Act,  1896,'^ 
in  respect  of  technical  schools,  and  in- 
cluded, as  the  section  requires,  "in the 
estimates  and  accounts  for  the  year 
or  other  period  in  which  the  same  wen 
paid,"  were  not  provided  for  by  "the 
Appropriation  Act,  1898.'* 
A  sum  of  £910  Ids.  7d.,  beuig  moneys 
which  were,  under  the  authority  of 
Imprest  Supply,  expended  in  respeol 
of  technical  schools,  but  which  wen 
not  sanctioned  by  Parliament  in  tbe 
session  in  which  such  Imprest  Supply 
was  passed. '  '* 
o  qn  Then,  the  Premier  went  on  to  uiake 

^*^'  reflections  on  the  Auditor- Geneotl, 
which  I  shall  quote  from  the  Govecnmeet 
paper  in  Masterton.  The  Premier  does  not 
make  such  statements  in  Parliament.  If  yea 
remember,  whenever  he  has  to  refer  to  fcbe 
Auditor-General  in  Parliament  he  does  itios 
sort  of  apologetic  strain,  as  if  he  would  not 
court  hit*  displeasure ;  but  when  be  gets  beyond 
Parliament  he  is  as  brave  as  a  lion.  Hen » 
his  statement :  "  There  was  a  connection,"  Uc. 
Seddon  naid,  "  between  the  Auditor-Geoeni 
and  those  who  raised  tiie  bogey  over  tbe  Teofa- 
nicaJ  Schools  Bill."  I  suppose  he  includes  tbe 
member  for  Ashley,  and  perhaps  that  refleeti( 
un  the  member  for  Ashley  is  made  becai 
during  his  political  campaign  he  told  ns  (bj 
Premier  was  *'  the  captain,  first  mate  ftQ^ 
second  mate,  boa'an  and  cook  '*  of  the  Govern^ 
meut.     The  Premier  continues, — 

**  To  show  how   unfair  this  atMok  wan,  H 
would  be  found  in  Hansard  that  he  had  op«C', 
stated  in  the  House  that  these  payments 
been   made.     He   thought  it  right  to  infoc 
the  House  that  these  moneys  had  been  paid." 

I  wonder  how  long  the  Premier  has  been  uj 
such  a  confiding  nature,  and  has  oonsidered  i( 
right  to  inform  the  House  what  moneys 
paid  out  of  the  public  accounts. 

'*  Tbe  Auditor-General  knew  this,  but  he 
this  opportunity  of  placing  a  tag  on  the  Pul 
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Afleounte.  He  did  not  think  this  developm^^nt 
would  be  appreciated  by  the  people.  The 
Aaditor-General  had  ke^t  this  matter  back 
irom  the  Treasary " — he  did  not  keep  the 
money  back  from  the  Treasury,  because  that 
had  already  been  spent — '*  kept  it  up  his 
sleeve,  so  as  to  make  an  attack  upon  the  Ad- 
miniiiraiion.  This  would  illustrate  the  diffi- 
eohies  of  dealing  with  technical  education.*' 

1  (hmk  the  technical  education  of  the  Pre- 
mier in  one  respect  has  been  sadly  neglected, 
and  tbi8  illustrates  the  difiicuUy  of  teaching 
the  Premier  technical  education  so  far  as  the 
Public  Accounts  of  the  colony  are  concerned. 
Bm  the  Premier  was  not  satiaiied  with  this 
ilaceoient.  You  remember,  besides  these  two 
Toteg,  which  were  paid  to  the  disiricts  repre- 
Mnted  by  Government  supporters,  another  vote 
VIS  promised  by  the  Minister  of  Education  in 
May  of  last  year  to  the  district  I  have  the 
hoDoar  to  represent. 
An  Hon.  Mbmbkb.— You  got  your  share. 
Mr.  PIRANl. — It  was  promised,  but  it  was 
Dotp&id;  and  when  the  Premier  wa-t  asked  to 
pay  ^hat  subsidy  towards  the  school  in  my 
dblrict,  what  was  his  answer  ? 

"  The  fact  was,  that  when  the  Hon.  W.  0. 
Walker  promised  the  money,  a  vote  for  tech- 
aieal  edooation  was  placed  on  the  estimates, 
^c  through  the  action  of  Mr.  Pirani  and  his 
friends  it  was  struck  out,  and,  therefore,  the 
sobsidy  could  not  be  granted." 

Bat  the  Premier,  with  his  usual  method  of 
<i0aliDg  with  these  matters — I  cannot  oharao- 
terise  bis  statement  in  Parliament  in  the  way  I 
have  done  outside — was  incorrect,  because  Mr. 
Pirani  never  voted  against  the  Teohnloal  School 
vote,  but  the  Premier  tlid,  and  it  was  carried 
Dy  a  majority  of  one  vote,  and  that  one  vote 
*u  the  Premier's.  Yet,  although  the  Premier 
Bsde  thi«  statement  months  before  this  tag 
*u  pat  on  the  estimates,  he  pleads  ignorance 
^  ihe  fact  that  it  was  illegal  to  pay  tnose 
unounto  to  Wellington  and  Danedin  technical 
ichools.  No  man  knows  better  than  the  Pre- 
BUer  that  there  is  uo  one  in  the  public  service 
vho  is  less  of  a  political  partisan  against  the 
pReotier  than  the  Auditor-General ;  and  it  is 
funply  his  ungenerous  methoJ,  whenever  he  is 
u>  a  difficulty,  of  putting  himself  behind  the 
uelterof  one  of  the  Civil  servants,  and  p  acing 
we  blame  on  the  shoulders  of  some  one  else 
jiooner  bhui  be  just  enough  to  take  the  blame 
himself.  It  is  a  very  unfair  thing  to  the  House 
^  the  colony,  when  the  Premier  breaks 
|be  law  uointentionaliy,  that  he  htis  not  the 
l^vneas  to  come  to  the  House  and  admit  he 
oas  made  an  error,  and  ask  the  House  to  con- 
^Qe  it.  I  think  the  least  the  Premier  can  do 
when  again  getting  moneys  under  Imprest  sup- 
w  which,  if  not  voted  on  the  estimates,  will 
he  illegtlly  expended,  would  be  to  take  the 
opporiQiilty  of  frankly  explaining  the  position, 
^d  admitung  that  his  statements  at  Mas- 
wrton  were  uttered  under  the  heat  of  the 
^ment  for  the  purpose  of  extricating  himself 
w)m  an  indefeasible  position,  and  ask  the 
H^ttse  either  to  pass  a  resoluaon  compelling 
to  recover  the  money  or  ask  for  an  in- 
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demnity  for  moneys  illegally  expended  by  his 
G  )vernmnnt. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington  Oity).— I  have 
u<«ually  made  it  a  rule  to  avoid  criticism  on 
any  remarks  of  my  colleagues  in  the  represen- 
tation of  the  city.  I  think  this  is  desirable, 
since  a  good  political  friendship  ought  to  be 
maintained  between  local  repreientatives.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Fisher)  will,  I  hope,  therefore  not  regard  it  as 
personal  if  I  take  exception  to  the  remarks  he 
has  just  made,  because  I  do  not  think  they 
should  pass  unchallenged.  He  told  the  House 
that  he  deplored  the  waste  of  time  that  was 
going  on  in  this  discussion,  and  on  the  Ad- 
dress in  Reply.  Ho  voiced  a  too  common  idea 
that  has  got  abroad,  that  debate  on  such  an 
occasion  is  simply  beating  the  air.  I  strongly 
hold  that  that  is  not  so.  Our  business  here  is 
not  simply  to  pass  Bilh  and  to  be  continually 
turning  out  ill-prepared  legislation.  Tua  coun- 
try has  already  far  too  much  legislation,  and 
[  hold  that  a  principal  duty  of  memberti  is  to 
critically  examine  and  vigilantly  inquire  into 
the  administration  of  the  Government.  And 
in  no  other  way  can  good  government  be 
hoped  for.  The  customary  debate  on  the 
Address  in  Reply  is  the  principal  consti- 
tutional opportunity  afforded  to  members 
of  BO  examining  into  the  admintstrati  m  of 
the  country.  Therefore,  I  claim  that,  in 
pursuing  what  is  the  great  object  of  Parlia- 
ment, the  securing  of  goad  government  by 
examining  into  the  different  departments,  wo 
are  discharging  the  first  constitutional  duty  to 
our  constituents  that  falls  upon  us.  And  for 
this  we  have  far  too  little  time  and  opportunity 
afforded  us.  This  wretched  system  of  a  tim« 
limit  prevents  much  of  the  criticism  that  is 
certainly  needed  if  we  are  to  insure  good 
government.  It  is  impossible  that  any  Ministry 
can  be  kept  ap  to  the  mark  without  it.  The 
evil  habit  this  Government  has  got  into,  of 
calling  the  Hou-te  together  towards  the  end  of 
June,  intentionally  limits  proper  criticism, 
since  it  compels  members,  in  order  to  avoid 
public  embarrassmeiii,  to  restrict  their  remarks 
and  allow  the  Address  to  collapse,  so  that 
supply  can  be  got  through  and  payments  made 
on  1st  July.  I  agree  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Chrisicduroh  City  that  we  ought  to 
ba  called  together  much  earlier,  in  my  opinion, 
even  than  May.  We  ought  to  be  called 
together  in  April.  While  authority  is  given  to 
Ministers  to  enable  them  to  spend  for  three 
months  on  the  basis  of  the  previous  year,  the 
intention  was  that  the  House  should  be  called 
together  to  consider  expenditure,  and  to  con- 
sider and  authorise  fresh  require  mental  before 
the  expiry  of  these  three  months.  But  it  was 
never  mtended  that  the  Government  should 
tskke  full  advantage  of  this  term,  and  syste- 
matically delay  calling  the  House  together 
until  the  eve  of  its  expiry,  and  then  imme- 
diately force  fresh  Supply  to  prevent  public 
default,  shunning  thereoy  proper  inquiry,  and, 
after  Supply  u  so  grduted,  spending  for  several 
farther  months  on  objects  at  their  own  sweet 
will.     By    this   system    they  are   enabled   to 
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practically  carry  on  the  government  without 
control.  And  even  worse  is  the  case  over  the 
expenditure  of  borrowed  money,  by  which  the 
electorates  are  bought,  for  when  we  come  to 
deal  with  the  public- works  estimates,  five  or 
six  months  of  the  year  are  gone,  enormous 
expenditure  has  been  undertaken,  and  the 
House  exercises  no  control  over  it.  Mem- 
bers, conceiving  party  servility  to  be  a 
virtue,  have  lost  that  control  which  it  was 
intended  under  parliamentary  government 
that  they  should  exercise.  Sir,  the  condi- 
tion of  things  is  deplorable.  We  ought  to  have 
the  estimates  here  before  us  by  the  month 
of  May,  and  to  go  through  and  have  passed 
them  before  the  end  of  June.  No  Imprest 
Supply  Bills  should  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
government  of  this  country,  and  the  Govern- 
ment by  this  system  are  persistently  endeavour- 
ing to  burke  examinination  into  the  conduct  of 
its  administration.  I  am  sorry  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  did  not  tell  the  House  that  if  in 
another  session  he  is  in  the  Premier's  place  he 
would  insist  that  no  Imprest  Bills  should  be 
necessary.  No  Government  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  carry  on  under  this  vicious  system;  we 
have  altogether  lost  sight  of  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  people  by  it.  I  hope,  Sir,  that 
the  state  of  things  that  has  been  established  by 
this  Government  will  not  be  continued.  The 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  also 
■aid  we  were  wasting  the  time  of  the  House 
over  this  wretched  Marine  scandal.  The  House, 
Sir,  is  now  inquiring  into  matters  v.  herein  the 
veracity  of  two  members  of  the  Government  is 
directly  at  stake.  Has  it  come  to  this,  that 
the  honourable  member  regards  the  question 
of  the  Premier's  veracity  as  one  of  no  import- 
ance? Does  he  regard  these  telegrams,  and 
the  statements  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall -Jones,  Mr.  Glasgow,  and 
other  responsible  officers,  which  are  so  Irrecon- 
cilable, as  matters  of  no  importance,  and  that 
the  time  of  the  House  is  wasted  in  inquiring 
into  the  like  ? 

Mr.  FISHEB.— It  was  settled  by  the  Su- 
preme  Court. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.—If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's head  was  clear  he  would  find  that  their 
veracity  was  not  touched  upon  by  the  Supreme 
Court.  I  say  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  the  words  and  even  implications  of 
honourable  gentlemen  who  are  entrusted  with 
high  office  should  be  above  suspicion,  and  the 
honourable  gentlemen  have  got  to  clear  them- 
selves. Sir,  I  rose  more  immediately  to  pro- 
test against  the  idea  that  the  time  of  the  House 
was  being  wasted  in  discussing  Imprest  Supply 
Bills.  We  ought  to  have  a  full  opportunity  of 
thoroughly  examining  the  administration  of 
each  department  of  the  Government.  I  say  it 
is  not  Bills  that  the  country  alone  wants :  it  is 
proper  administration.  Sir,  I  say  these  Stand- 
mg  Ordeis  are  used  to  prevent  that  proper 
examination  and  criticism,  and  they  ought  to 
be  torn  up,  and  the  House  ought  to  resume 
that  control  of  the  affairs  of  the  country  which 
we  as  members  have  with  great  laxity  allowed 
to  be  taken  from  us. 

Iff.  DuikU 


Mr.  MORBISON  (Gaver8ham).-Sir,  I  would 
not  have  risen  to  speak  on  this  Imprest  Sapplj 
Bill  had  it  not  been  for  the  remarks  of  Uie 
previous  speaker,  and  also  the  remarks  whleh 
fell  from  the  honourable  member  for  Palmer- 
ston.  I  think  the  previous  speaker  has  bardlj 
dealt  with  his  colleague  in  that  generou 
manner  that  we  expect  from  one  gentlemsa 
to  another.  I  believe  he  misinterpreted  the 
language  used  by  the  honourable  member  fa 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fisher),  and  I  think  he 
did  so  wilfully.  The  honourable  member  lor 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fisher),  in  makii  g  hii 
remarks,  drew  attention  to  the  invariable  wute 
of  time  in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  and  be 
asked  who  is  to  blame  for  that  ? — who  it  to 
blame  for  the  estimates  being  rushed  tbroDgfa 
at  the  end  of  the  session  ?  And  he  contended 
that  it  was  those  gentlemen  themsehes  who 
wasted  a  considerable  portion  of  the  time  in 
the  early  part  of  the  session  in  bringing  on 
absurd  amendments,  such  as  that  relating  to 
the  Marine  scandal,  and  the  parliamsntiry 
buildings  of  last  year.  Now,  I  think  tiu 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Hx. 
Fisher)  is  quite  within  his  rights  in  drawing 
the  attention  of  the  country  to  the  notorioni 
waste  of  time  going  on,  so  far  as  the  busi- 
ness of  Parliament  is  concerned.  Well,  Sir, 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Wairar^M 
said  that  the  Government  had  incurred  liabili- 
ties  to  the  extent  of  £40,000  in  regeurd  to  theN 
buildings,  although  they  only  had  the  sanodon 
of  the  House  for  £7,000.  That  statement  ii 
not  correct,  and  the  honourable  gentlemui 
knows  it  perfectly  well.  It  is  tree  that  the 
Government  did  get  a  vote  of  £7,000  pasied 
through  the  previous  estimates;  but  every 
member  of  the  House  knew  perfectly  weU 
that  such  a  sum  represented  simply  a  imsU 
portion  of  the  cost  of  constructing  a  fireproof 
building  for  the  preservation  of  our  library, 
and  they  also  knew  that  the  old  building  could 
not  be  altered  without  tumbling  down  like  a 
house  of  cards.  But,  instead  of  an  expenditoie 
of  ildO.OOO,  I  am  informed  that  the  completed 
building  as  it  stands  now  has  cost  something 
under  £28,000,  or  considerably  under  the  archi- 
tect's estimate.  When  the  honourable  gentle- 
man adds  the  £17,000,  it  is  just  simply  on  all- 
fours  with  the  exaggerations  that  proceed  from 
the  Opposition  benches.  Now,  I  want  to  say  a 
word  or  two  to  my  very  genial,  mild-mannezed 
friend,  the  member  for  Palmerston.  The  mem- 
ber for  Palmerston  was  kind  enough  to  dia* 
attention  to  the  tag  attached  to  the  Pablie 
Accounts,  and  he  gave  us  the  interpretation 
of  the  Auditor-General.  Since  I  entered  Pu* 
liament  a  number  of  years  ago  I  have  fonnd 
that  the  member  for  Palmerston  is  a  very  dose 
friend  of  the  Audi  tor- General,  and  that  on 
all  possible  occasions  he  is  prepared  to  defend 
him ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  infer  from  this  and 
other  things  that  the  member  for  Palmerston 
is  always  in  possession  of  information  frcB^ 
the  Audit  Department  about  twenty-four  boon 
before  the  occupants  of  the  Ministerial  benohca 
But  that  is  by  the  way.  Now  he  blames  the 
Government,  and  says  the  Auditor-General  w 
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qaite  within  hie  duty,  and  that  it  was  his  duty 
to  attach  this  tag  to  the  Public  AooouDts. 
It  may  have  been  his  duty  acoording  to  law, 
bot  there  are  two  ways  of  doing  your  duty. 
The  Audi  tor- General,  in  doing  his  duty,  has  a 
DMtj,  sneering,  and  insulting  manner  in  oom- 
manieating  his  ideas  to  the  Treasury  officials, 

lod  also  to  Ministers  of  the  Grown 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Sir. 
Ii  it  right  to  characterize  an  officer  of  this 
House  as  having  **  a  nasty,  sneering,  and  insult- 
ing manner  *'  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — An  honourable  member 
•  eannot  use  such  language  towards  another 
member  of  this  House,  and  I  can  only  extend 
Dj  protection  to  members  themselves.  But  I 
utoraliy  feel  inclined  to  deprecate  such  lan- 
guage being  used  towards  high  officers  of  the 
QoTetnment  or  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— 1  wish  to  bring  out  this: 
ih&t  exception  is  not  taken  to   the  Auditor- 
General's  work.    He  is  possibly  within  his  rights 
in  making  this  statement  and  attaching  this 
tag  to  the  Accounts ;   but  it  is  a  case  of  the 
adage, "  It  is  not  what  he  says,  but  the  nasty 
way  he  says  it."    Now,  let  us  come  to  the 
tpecial  vote  under  discussion  :  that  is,  the  tech- 
nical toe  of  £25,000.    I  believe  that  some  £9 1 1 
WAS  voted  for  the  technical  school  at  Dunedin, 
and  11,500  to  the  technical  school  in  Welling, 
ton.  This  was  an  advance  made  after  repeated 
applications,  and  after  deputations  had  waited 
upon  the    Premier    in    regard    to    the    large 
expendicure  that  certain  schools  had  incurred 
hi  connection  with  technical  education.     The 
Ooremment  yielded  to  the  pressure  and  paid 
it  out  of  Imprest,  with  the  expectation  that 
when  the  vote  of  £25,000  was  brought  before 
the  House  it  would  be  passed.      What   was 
done?     Why,   the  member   for  Gbristchoroh 
City  (Sifr,  Taylor),  along  with  the  member  for 
Palmerston  and  a  few  more  who  have  always 
taken    up    a    very     prominent    position     so 
^  as  these  technical  schools  are  concerned, 
iteted  that  they  would  stay  here  a  week,  and 
wwUd  stonewall   that  particular  vote  unless 
^  Premier  gave  a  pledge  that  no  denomina- 
tional schools  would  get  any  assistance.    The 
Premier  said,  **You  must  be  very  careful,  be- 
canie  I  have  made  two  advances  out  of  this 
particular  vote." 
Hon .  Mbxbrbs. — No. 

Ur.  MORRISON.— I  say  it  is  in  Hansard, 
Volume  105,  page  728. 

An  Hon.  Membsb. — ^No,  no;  it  was  after- 
*wd'.    Read  Hansard. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Sir,  I  know  Hansard  right 
enough,  and  I  will  quote  it  in  good  time.  The 
'act  of  the  matter  is  this:  that  these  gentle- 
neo  would  like  to  make  the  House  and  the 
eonntry  believe  that  at  the  time  this  vote  of 
^•OOO  was  before  the  House,  the  Premier, 
^^  was  in  charge  of  the  estimates,  was  silent 
and  said  nothing.  Now,  I  say  the  Premier  was 
Bot  silent;  and,  in  reply  to  the  repeated  de- 
Ottndfl  that  were  made  to  htm  by  some  of  these 
■oealled  defenders  of  the  present  national  sys- 
tem of  education,  he  said :  **  Look  here,  if  you 
vant  a  vote,  here  it  is ;  but,  If  you  will  not 


have  it,  strike  it  out.  I  do  not  care  ;  but  I  teU 
yoC  that  I  have  paid  two  sums  of  money." 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — No. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— It  is  stated  in  Volume 
105,  page  728,  what  the  Premier  said.  He 
said, — 

"  I  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  members 
to  the  new  clause  in  this  Bill,  contained  in  the 
Order  Paper.  It  is  very  important  that  mem- 
bers should  go  through  them,  and  probably  we 
shall  be  able  to  pass  them  without  any  debate 
at  all.  By  the  striking  out  of  the  vote  of 
£25,000  the  amount  available  for  public  works 
will  be  swelled.  I  might  say  that  £1  500  has 
been  paid  to  the  Wellington  Technical  School, 
and  £911  for  Dunedin.  The  main  question  is 
to  get  the  matter  settled,  and,  if  there  is  a 
reasonable  chance  of  this  being  done,  I  shall 
put  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  on  the 
supplementary  estimates.  I  snail  not  do  so 
unless  there  is  a  general  feeling  in  favour  of 
the  proposal." 

The  member  for  Palmerston,  let  me  point 
out,  tried  to  put  the  whole  blame  of  the 
opposition  to  this  vote  on  the  shoulders  of  Mr. 
Meredith,  the  member  for  Ashley.  That 
honourable  gentleman  was  anxious  that  this 
question  should  be  made  the  first  order  of  the 
day  for  the  following  day.  He  was  anxious  to 
get  this  £25,000  passed.  He  reoognieed  thai 
it  was  necessary,  in  the  interests  of  the 
technical  schools  of  the  colony,  that  this  vote 
should  be  passed,  and,  as  far  as  his  oppositioo 
was  concerned,  be  was  prepared  to  give  way. 
What  Mr.  Taylor,  the  member  for  Ghristohurch 
Gity,  said  was  :— 

**  I  want  to  know  from  the  Premier  whether 
he  will  allow  the  House  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing an  opinion  on  these  clauses  dealing 
with  technical  education.  I  can  tell  him 
straight  away  that  there  are  half  a-dozen  mem- 
bers in  this  House  who  will  offer  the  most 
strenuous  opposition  to  these  clauses,  even  if 
they  have  to  stop  here  until  next  week.  The 
vicious  principles  which  were  objected  to  in 
last  year's  Bill  are  again  embodied  in  these 
clauses." 

Mr.  Growther,  the  member  for  Auckland 
Gity,  stepped  in  to  the  assistance  of  the  Pre- 
mier. I  thmk  that  that  honourable  member 
recognises  the  advantage  of  technical  schools 
in  our  large  centres,  and  he  was  very  anxious 
to  get  the  Bill  through.  He  said,  "  I  just  wish 
to  say  that  before  this  Bill  ^oes  through  I  want 
the  Auckland  contribution  increased  from  £100 
to  £500."  Mr.  Seddon  was  perfectly  vnlling 
and  anxious  to  put  this  vote  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates  if  those  gentlemen  would 
have  come  to  a  reasonable  compromise  on  the 
question.  What  did  the  Premier  offer  in  con- 
nection with  the  vote  ?  He  said  to  the  deputa- 
tion, of  which  I  was  a  member,  *'  I  will  leave 
it  entirely  to  the  Education  Boards  them- 
selves." 

An  Hon.  Msmbbb. — No. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— But  I  know  it.  This  is 
the  amendment  that  the  Premier  proposed  to 
introduce  into  the  Technical  Schools  Bill  of 
1896: 
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"  Provided  fortVier  that,  in  the  oeae  of  eveiy 
application  for  license  ander  this  aeetion,  the 
Minieter,  upon  receipt  of  the  application,  shall 
for  ward  ihe  »ame  to  the  Evocation  Board  of 
the  edacation  dutrict  in  which  it  is  proposed  to 
establiith  the  class,  and  thereupon  the  following 
proviMons  shall  apply  : — 

"  (1.)  If  within  the  period  of  two  months  after 
receivii  g  the   application  the   Board 
doen  not.  by  resc-liition  communicated 
to  the  Minister,  object  to  the  license, 
the  Minister  mav  grant  the  same." 
The    Education  Boaids    were  allowed  two 
months  to  make  up  tbeir  minds  whether  they 
would   pretest    against   the  establishment  of 
these  Rclioola     And  then,  secondly,  he  says, 
"  (2.)  If  the  Board  by  resolution  declines  to 
concur  in  the  grant  of  the  license,  it 
shall   within   the  aforesaid  period  of 
two  months  intimate  to  the  Minister 
its  dissent ;    and  in    such   esse   the 
Minister  shall  not  grant  the  license, 
but   shall    lay    the    application,    the 
Board*s  objection,  aud  •all  correspond- 
enoe  relating   thereto    before  Parlia- 
ment aiihin  ten  days  after  receiving 
such  intimation,  if  Parliament  is  sit- 
ting, or,  if  not,  then  within  ten  days 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next 
ensuing  session  thereof.** 
These  were  the  amendments  the   Premier 
proposed  to  the  deputation,  and  I  might  say 
that  the  member  for  Palmers  ton  and  the  mem- 
ber for  Christcburch  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  formed 
part  of  that  deputation.    I  might  be  allowed 
to  say,  in  fairness  to  the  member  for  Palmera- 
ton,  that   he   stated  that   **if  they  were  not 
satisfied  with  it  they  were  ill  to  please.*'    Thftt 
was  the  remark  made  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man when  the  Premier  offered  to  leave  the 
matter  to  the  Education  Boards.     I  do  not 
know   that    it    is    advisable  to  get  up  a  dis- 
cusfiion    this    afternoon    on    the    TeohnioaJ 
Education    Bill,  and  I   would  not  have  been 
induced   to    speak    but    for    the   remarks    of 
the  houourable  member  for  Palmerston,  who 
made  a  good  deal  of   reference    to   the   tag 
to  the  Public  Accounts  and  the  Premier's  atti- 
tude in   connection  with   the   technical  vote. 
In   reply  to   the   honourable  gentleman's  re- 
marks on  the  technical  education  vote,  I  have 
necessarily  to  cover  the  same  ground  in  order 
to  show  that  the  Premier  has  been  thoroughly 
consistent  in  his  attitude  towards  the  techni- 
cal schools  of   the   colony.     With   regard   to 
comparing   the   present   Technical   Education 
BUi  with  the  Bill  of  1895, 1  shall  take  ocoasion 
to  give  my  views  on  that  question  later  on. 
It  is  exactly  on  all-fours  with  the  Bill  intro- 
duced by  tiie  Premier  and  the  Bill  passed  in 
this  House  in  1895  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reeves.     It 
is  simply  a  question  of  enUrging  the  monetary 
grant;  and,   if  no  harm  has   happened  since 
1895,  ^hy  do  these   gentlemen   raise   up   this 
"bogey"  now?     It    is   oue    of    the    things  I 
cannot  understand,  unless  it  is  simply  for  the 
purpose    of     trying     to    make     an    insidious 
attack  on    the  Premier.     I   regret   very  much 
that   the  time  of  the  House  should  have  been 
Mr,  Morrison 


taken  up  in  this  way ;  but  as  an  attack  has 
been  made  I  have  a  perfect  rght  to  defend 
the  vote  for  the  Dunedin  Teehrical  School.  A 
number  of  gentlemen  in  the  City  of  Dunedin 
have  interested  themselves  in  technical  school 
work,  and  they  have  expended  large  sums  in 
properly  equipping  the  technical  school.  I 
know  that  they  have  also  ineurred  heavy 
liabilities,  and  they  are  placed  in  this  posi- 
tion: that  they  have  a  large  building,  and 
require  money  for  the  purpose  of  proper!/ 
equipping  the  chemistry  and  other  deptit- 
ments.  I  believe  the  members  for  Dnnedin 
City  (Mr.  Millar  and  Mr.  Siigo)  will  corrobo- 
rate what  I  say.  Those  gentlemen  know  well 
the  difficulties  that  have  had  to  be  encountersd 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years  in  regard  to 
that  school. 

An  Hon.  Membxb. — That  is  not  the  point 

Mr.  MOURISON.— Very  weU.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  is  finding  fauU  with  the  Pre- 
mier in  paying  mon«;y  which  he  says  he  had  no 
right  to  use.  That  is  the  reason  why  I  am  de- 
fending the  Premier's  action  in  the  matter. 
The  Premier  thought  this  House  would  be 
generous  and  liberal  in  regard  to  technical 
school  work,  and  that  all  he  had  tu  do  was  to 
bring  down  the  vote,  place  it  on  the  estimates, 
and  that  honourable  members,  recognising  the 
great  benefits  that  were  going  to  accrue  to  tbi 
young  people  of  the  colony  by  the  establiek- 
ment  of  technical  schools,  would  pass  the  vote 

^  f.  without  a  murmur.  That  in  what  the 
'^'  Premier  understood.  To  meet  the 
actual  needs  of  Wellington  and  Dunedin  in 
connection  with  these  technical  schools,  he 
gave  them  these  sums  out  of  Imprest,  relying 
on  the  £25.000  being  subseauently  voted.  Bat 
the  £25,000  vote  was  struck  out,  owing  to  the 
obstruction  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchuich  Citv  (Mr.  Taylor)  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Palmerston.  The 
Premier's  hands  are  clean  in  the  matter, 
and  I  am  prepared  to  support  his  attitude  ti 
far  as  Dunedin  is  concerned.  The  money  en 
verv  much  wanted,  and  it  came  in  very  hand; 
at  the  time. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christohureh  City).  — The 
member  for  Cavenham  is  an  artist  at  begging 
the  question,  and  he  having  ceriified  that  the 
Premier  has  clean  hands  with  respect  to  this 
transfer  L  suppose  that  settles  the  matter. 
But.  fortunately,  the  honourable  member  foe 
Caveraham  is  not  the  Auditor-Oeneral ;  it  would 
be  a  pity  for  the  colony  if  he  were.  What  are 
the  facts  ?  The  honourable  member  is  entirely 
wrosg  when  he  quotes  Hansard.  When  the 
Premier  made  the  statement  he  referred  to, 
the  vote  of  £25,000  for  techiiical  education  had 
been  struck  off  the  estimates,  and  it  was  after- 
wards when  the  Premier  informed  us  that  cer- 
tain grants  for  technical  education  had  already 
been  made.  "  But,"  says  the  Premier,  **  I 
may  sa^y  that  £500  has  been  paid  to  Wellington 
and  £900  to  the  Dunedin  Technical  School." 
What  was  the  Premier's  plain  duty  as  Colonial 
Treasurer  ?  To  put  those  amounts  on  tbe  sup- 
plementary estimates.  I  do  not  believe  there 
is  one   member  who  would  have  objected  to 
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jwniog  those  two  votes  if  the  Premier  had 
only  taken  the  proper  course.  But  the  fact 
is  this:  that  the  Premier  has  become  so 
bold  in  dealing  with  financial  matters  that 
he  does  not  care  much  for  the  opinion  of 
the  House,  and  very  little  more  for  its  criti- 
cism. What  are  the  facts  so  far  an  this  tech- 
Di'cal  education  question  is  concerned  ?  The 
member  for  Gaversham  says  the  Premier 
offered  to  leave  the  whole  matter  to  the  Boards 
of  Education.  The  conference  he  referred  to 
S8  having  taken  place  last  session  took  place 
in  1897,  in  the  Premier's  room.  Those  who 
objected  to  the  provisions  drafted  by  the 
Government, —  when  he  proposed  to  get  the 
opinions  of  the  Boards  of  Education  with 
regard  to  grants  for  technical  education  pur- 
poses before  the  Minister  of  Education  could 
make  the  grant,  — told  the  Premier,  **That 
limply  makes  the  Boards  of  Education  the 
batiie-ground  of  sectarian  fights.'*  It  would 
have  meant  that  our  Education  Boards,  in- 
itead  of  being  elected  because  of  their  general 
ability,  would  be  elected  because  of  their 
Bsciarian  bias,  and  the  whole  question  of 
denominational  education  would  have  been 
foQgntoutin  connection  with  the  election  of 

the  members  of  the    Boards    of    Education. 

Wbatbas  the  Premier  said  in  connection  with 
tecbnical  education  since  then  7  Up  and 
down  the  country  he  has  taken  up  the  rdle  as 
an  apostle  of  denominational  education.  Will 
he  deny  it  ?  In  Christchurob  he  said — what 
ha  was  very  oaref  al  to  excise  from  the  printed 
oopv  of  his  speech  which  he  circulated 

Mr.  8EDI>ON. — I  never  said  so,  nor  have  I 
ever  advocated  denominational  education,  and 
certainly  never  excised  a  single  thing. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Well,  it  was  excised  for  you. 
He  said,  "If  any  school,  denominational  or 
otherwise,  gives  effective  instruction  in  con- 
nection with  technical  education,  why  should 
they  not  have  a  grant  from  the  colony?" 
That  paragraph  was  excised  by  somebody. 
Why?  Because  the  Premier  knows  well 
enough  that  the  mind  of  the  colony — if  the 
intention  of  the  Qovernment  is  not  concealed 
from  them — is  diametrically  opposed  to  the 
proposal  of  the  Qovernment  in  connection 
with  technical  education.  We  have  technical 
olaases  running  in  Canterbury,  and  they  have 
been  treated  with  scant  courtesy  by  the  Go- 
vernment. Dunedin  has  had  its  grant  paid ; 
and  there  are  strong  Qovernment  supporters 
in  Wellington,  and  we  find  their  grant  has 
been  paid ;  but  the  efforts  to  establish  techni- 
cal education  in  other  parts  of  the  colony 
bave  been  almost  futile,  because  they  could 
get  DO  consideration  from  the  Qovernment. 
The  member  for  Gaversham  actually  claimed 
tiiat  the  authority  for  these  two  most  im- 
proper payments  is  to  be  found  in  the  legis- 
lation passed  in  1894.  Why,  the  grant  of 
1894  was  a  grant  of  but  £2.000  a  year,  and 
thoie  two  sums  that  have  been  complained  of 
amount  to  more  than  £2,000.  Either  the 
Premier  forgot  to  place  these  two  sums  upon 
the  supplementary  estimates  or  he  was  afraid 
of  the  disouRsion  such  a  course  would  raise. 


The  question  raised  this  afternoon  was,  why 
the  time  of  the  House  was  wasted  during  the 
first  month  of  last  session  and  in  the  previous 
seesion.  Whilbt  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr  Fisher)  was  correct  to  a 
large  extent  in  what  he  said,  I  desire  to  point 
out  the  real  reason  for  not  having  the  public- 
works  estimates  placed  before  us  when  we 
ought  to  bave  them.  It  is  exactly  three 
months  to-day  since  the  close  of  the  financial 
year ;  the  public-works  expenditure  is  going 
on,  and  another  three  months  will  have  gone 
to  a  certainty,  if  we  follow  the  practice  of  other 
years,  before  we  know  what  the  estimates  of 
the  year  are,  which  year  started  three  months 
ago.  It  is  a  perfect  farce.  The  Governor's 
Speech  says :  **  Tne  estimates  for  the  various 
services  for  the  current  year  have  been  framed 
with  due  regard  to  economy,  efficiency,  and  the 
growing  requirements  of  the  colony."  If  that 
is  anything  more  than  mere  padding,  the  esti- 
mates might  come  down  to  us  at  once.  What 
is  the  real  truth  about  this  matter  ?  Why  are 
the  estimates  not  brought  down  and  passed  in 
the  first  part  of  the  session  ?  If  they  were,  the 
independence  of  menbers  for  the  rest  of  the 
session  would  be  guaranteed,  and  the  power  of 
the  Qovernment  over  certain  members  would 
absolutely  cease  from  now  to  the  end  of  the 
session. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Qive  us  something 
original. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Well,  a  little  independence 
would  be  something  original  for  the  member 
for  Gaversham,  and  if  i  had  the  power  to  give 
it  to  him,  I  would  give  him  a  very  big  dose  of 
it.  Sir,  the  fact  remains  that  the  function 
which  this  House  performs  as  a  board  of 
works  should  be  delegated  to  the  loc\l  govern- 
ing bodies  in  this  colony.  Members  have  ad- 
mitted that  on  the  public  platform,  and  some 
of  them  have  admitted  it  in  this  House:  and 
surely  that  is  one  of  the  mo^t  urgent  reforms 
the  House  could  disouss.  I  say  again  that  the 
real  reason  for  the  waste  of  time  in  the  early 
part  of  the  session  is  that  the  estimates  are  not 
framed  as  His  Excellency  said  they  were,  and 
they  will  not  be  framed  until  the  Government 
know  exactly  how  much  they  have  to  concede  to 
secure  for  the  rest  of  the  sess-on  the  unwavering 
support  of  certain  members  in  this  House.  Now 
the  honourable  member  for  Gaversham  clucks^ 
and  his  clucking  is  almost  as  intelligent  as  was 
his  contribution  to  the  debate  upon  this  ques- 
tion. But  if  honourable  members  will  examine 
the  question,  that,  I  believe,  will  be  the  explana- 
tion of  the  difficulty  referred  to  by  some  of 
the  earlier  speakers  in  this  debate.  There  are 
other  questions  I  should  like  to  have  referred 
to.  The  old  question  of  railway  management 
in  Ghristchurch  is  creating  very  great  concern, 
and  rightly  so.  We  have  discovered,  years  ago, 
and  it  has  been  brought  home  to  us  very  amply 
dnring  the  last  few  months,  that,  in  comparison 
with  other  portions  of  the  colony,  Canterbury 
is  being  specially  taxed  ;  and  we  have  our 
grievance  based  upon  thin  fact :  We  are  a  large 
centre,  the  whole  of  whose  importations  have 
to  pass  over  seven  miles  of  railway-line-  before 
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onr  merohants  can  handle  them.  Down  in 
Inveroargill  we  find  that  the  merohants  there 
have  a  special  rate  quoted  to  them  for  the  car- 
riage of  their  goods  over  seventeen  miles  of 
railway-line,  which  is  out  of  all  proportion 
eheap  compared  to  the  rates  imposed  on  the 
merchandise  in  the  City  of  Gbristchurch,  carried 
only  seven  miles  over  the  railway.  Then,  we 
have  a  grievance  in  connection  with  the  speed 
at  which  oar  trains  run  ;  and  I  shall,  at  the 
very  earliest  opportunity,  consider  it  my  duty 
to  ask  members  to  consider  the  grievances 
Canterbury  is  labouring  under  in  connection 
with  the  way  our  railways  are  administered 
down  there.  Then  I  trust,  later  on,  the  Premier 
will  give  us  an  opportunity  of  going  into  the 
whole  merits  of  this  technical  education  ques- 
tion. I  am  perfectly  certain  we  can  prove  to 
the  Premier,  as  we  shall  prove  to  the  country, 
that  he  is  trying  to  drive  the  thin  edge  of  the 
w6dge  of  denominational  education  mto  the 
education  system  of  this  colony.  He  may  not 
believe  it,  although  he  is  not  a  dense  man  by 
any  means.  I  believe  he  sees  a  little  further 
as  a  rule  through  the  political  atmosphere  than 
the  great  majority  of  members  do:  But  I  say, 
whether  the  Premier  believes  it  or  not,  there  is 
the  gravest  danger  attaching  to  the  proposals 
placed  before  the  House  in  connection  with 
technical  education 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— No  danger  that  I  can  see. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.—Then  you  ought  to  be  very 
glad  that  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley 
and  myself  and  others  have  taken  you  in  hand 
and  prevented  you  from  carrying  the  proposskls 
of  the  year  before  last,  because  we  have  saved 
you  from  doing  something  which  the  Premier 
■ays  he  would  be  very  sorry  to  do.  For  once 
the  minority  in  this  House  should  congratulate 
itself  that  it  has  led  the  Premier  to  preserve  in- 
tact the  system  of  education  for  which  he  has 
10  deep  a  regard.  I  hope,  Sir,  the  honourable 
member  for  Caversham,  when  next  addressing 
the  House,  will  read  his  Ha-nsard  before  quoting 
it,  and  remember  when  he  attends  conferences 
in  the  Premier's  room. 

Mr.  MOKBISOK.  —  There  are  deputations 
every  few  days. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. —There  was  no  deputation 
last  year. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— There  was. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  —  No ;  the  deputation  only 
succeeded  in  getting  from  the  Premier  a  pro- 
posal that  the  Education  Boards  should  be 
made  the  battle-ground  for  sectarian  conflicts. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Invercargill).— I  would  not 
have  risen,  Sir,  to  say  anything  in  this  debate 
at  all  but  for  the  very  erroneous  statement 
made  by  the  member  for  Caversham  with  re- 
gard to  those  who  obstructed  this  technical 
education  vote  during  the  past  two  years.  The 
honourable  member  clearly  wished  the  readers 
ot  Hansard  to  believe  that  the  Premier  agreed 
with  those  who  were  obstructing  his  proposals 
to  put  the  control  of  technical  education  into 
the  hands  of  the  Education  Boards.  Sir,  such 
a  statement  is  absolutely  incorrect,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  member  for  Caversham  must  have 
known  it  when  he  made  that  statement. 
Mr,  Taylor 


Mr.  MORRISON.— You  should  get  the 
printed  amendment. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Why  did  you  not  teU  the 
whole  truth  while  you  were  about  it?  The 
Premier's  compromise  was  that  no  vote  for 
technical  education  should  take  effect  until  it 
had  been  laid  before  the  Education  Boards  of 
the  district  for  two  months,  and  then,  if  so 
objections  were  made,  the  vote  was  to  be 
passed.  That  was  quite  a  different  positioD 
from  what  the  honourable  member  for  Caw- 
sham  stated.  Now,  what  are  the  facto? 
Time  and  again  the  member  for  Ashlej 
drafted  amendments  to  the  Premier's  proponl 
to  safeguard  the  whole  matter  by  placing 
the  technical  education  vote  entirely  under 
control  of  the  Education  Boards.  The  Premier 
and  his  followers  defeated  that  proposal.  And 
why  not  put  it  straight  before  the  readers  of 
Hansard,  and  not  seek  to  lead  the  people  of  the 
colony  to  believe  that  a  few  members  who  pre- 
vented what  they  believed  to  be  unfair  proposals 
of  the  Premier  from  passing  into  law  wen 
simply  opposing  technical  education.  What 
we  wanted  was  that  the  Education  Boards 
should  have  the  whole  and  sole  control  of  that 
vote.  It  was  simply  to  prevent  denominatiooal 
education  from  creeping  in  that  we  had  to  re- 
sort to  a  stonewall,  and  with  g  )od  e£feot.  Some 
honourable  member  has  spoken  about  the  waste 
of  time.  Now,  supposing  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
pofiition  had  not  moved  his  amendment,  the 
Address  in  Reply  would  have  been  going  on 
just  the  same.  And,  even  if  it  had  not,  tbere 
is  not  a  single  Government  Bill  circulated. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  are  plenty  printed, 
but  I  am  not  going  to  introduce  policy  Bills 
with  a  no-confidence  motion  before  us. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Well,  it  is  strange  that  they 
are  down  for  second  reading  and  not  circulated. 
And,  so  far  as  getting  information  is  concerned, 
we  have  only  to  bear  in  mind  this  t&ci :  thst 
B.-l,  as  is  well  known,  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Printer  some  time  in  the  month  of  Julyltft 
year,  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  it  was  the 
month  of  October  before  it  was  presented  io 
the  House.  The  Government  have  had  no  time 
to  prepare  measures,  because  the  Premier  is 
engaged  in  electioneering  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  recess  instead  of  attendmg  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country.  For  most  of  the  timeonlj 
one  Minister  is  left  in  charge  in  Wellington.  1 
say  the  time  is  not  at  all  wasted.  I  believe  it 
will  well  repay  the  country,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  by-aLd-by  we  shaJl  probably  lean 
a  little  of  the  truth  regarding  Ministers' con- 
nection with  this  now  famous  scandal. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  KELLY. -The  honourable  gentiemtf 
should  have  waited  before  he  said  **  Hear,  hesr." 
It  is  for  this  reason :  that  the  two  prinoij»l 
witnesses  in  connection  with  this  cskse  foaodit 
convenient  to  leave  town  instead  of  giving  e^ri- 
dence,  and  Captain  Allman  refused  to  gi^ 
evidence  upon  the  ground  that  it  would  in- 
criminate him,  while  two  other  witnesses- 
Captain  Jones  and  Captain  Von  Sohoen— foond 
it  convenient  to  take  a  trip  to  the  Wainra^ 
probably  to  interview  the  member  for  the  die- 
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triet;  and  bj-and-by  I  hope  we  shall  get  at  the 
tnith  of  this  matter.  The  time  will  have  been 
wall  spent  if  we  can  only  get  out  a  little  trath 
later  on. 

Mr.  CKOWTHER  (Auckland  City).— Sir,  I 
desire  to  begin  by  indorsing  a  statement  made 
by  the  last  speaker — that  this  debate  has  been 
very  useful  to  members  of  (he  House  generally. 
It  has  shown  us,  as  the  member  for  Oaversham 
aisled,  that  beyond  all  doubt  certain  members 
SIS  continually  posted  up  and  know  everything. 
Of  course,  they  are  not  the  financial  advisers 
to  the  Government,  but  they  are  so  well  posted 
op  that  nothing  can  come  new  to  them.  That 
places  those  who  are  not  so  well  treated  at  a 
great  disadvantage.  I  see  the  Premier  is  again 
nadging  the  member  for  Caversham,  telling 
him  to  say  something  or  another,  I  suppose, 
when  he  gets  up  again.  Well,  it  is  not  man- 
nerly, to  say  the  least  of  it.  I  think  we  ought 
to  have  from  the  Premier  an  example  that  is 
more  worthy  of  imitation.  We  can  express 
ou  own  opinions  on  his  conduct.  I  consider. 
Sir,  the  siatements  made  by  the  member  for 
Caversham  this  afternoon  were  very  interesting. 
He  layi,  •*  We  knew  "  the  £7,000  was  a  mere 
flea-lnta.  Well,  if  it  was  merely  a  flea-bite, 
whjdid  the  Government  not  ask  for  a  sum  of 
Dooay  that  would  be  sufficient  to  complete  the 
wozi,  and  not  mislead  the  members  of  the 
HoQse  into  voting  for  the  sum  of  £7,000,  be- 
lieving,  as  we  did,  that  that  was  all  tha{  was 
necessary  to  complete  the  works  contemplated  ? 
That  was  my  imprdssion  when  I  voted.  Of 
coarse,  the  member  for  Caversham  knew  it 
was  only  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge,  and  that 
the  £7,000  might  go  to  five  or  six  times  the 
amount. 

Ur.  MOBBISON.— That  was  sufficient  to 
earry  on  to  the  end  of  the  financial  year. 

Mr.  CROWTHEB.— Yes,  I  have  heard  the 
same  story  before ;  but  I  would  like,  when  we 
vote  £7,000,  that  no  more  should  be  asked  for. 
We  bad  no  information,  however,  that  more 
than  the  £7,000  would  be  required.  Then,  we 
«e  told  that  the  £1,500  to  Wellington  and  the 
1911  to  Dunedin  were  given  under  pressure.  I 
voDder  how  it  is,  Sir,  that  we  Auckland  mem- 
ben  oannot  bring  that  same  pressure  to  bear 
on  the  Qovemment.  We  have  in  Auckland  an 
^lotment  on  which  to  build  a  technical 
•ehool,  and  what  chance  have  we  of  getting 
the  money  to  build  it  ?  Qive  it  to  us  and  we 
vill  haild  the  school  next  year. 

An  Hon.  Msmbeb. — Question. 

Mr.  CBOWTHEB.— Of  course,  it  is  "  Qnes- 
tion."  I  have  asked  the  question,  "If  this 
money  was  given  to  Dunedin  under  pressure, 
why  oannot  we  get  money  under  similar  pres- 
<Qn  ?  *'  When  the  sum  of  £25,000  was  voted  I 
«u  very  modest,  and  asked  for  only  £500  of  it 
jorAackland.  I  would  have  voted  for  the  Bill, 
hecaose  our  necessities  were  so  great  that  I  felt 
I  had  no  alternative,'  and  I  do  not  know  but 
^t  1  am  in  the  same  position  to-day.  We 
ueolatdy  need  the  money  for  the  school, 
which  at  present  is  being  starved.  We  have  a 
hardworking  set  of  officers,  who  are  working 
Jiataitously,  trying  to  teaoh  those  who  are 


willing  and  able  to  learn,   and   we  are    not 
getting  a  fair  chance.    Who  is  to  blame  ? 

An  Hon.  Member.— You  are. 

Mr.  CBOWTHEB.— An  honourable  member 
says  we  are.  Does  that  mean  that  we  will  not 
belittle  ourselves,  and  so  secure  something  that 
we  are  entitled  to  without  so  belittliog  our- 
selves ?  That  is  my  way  of  putting  it.  What 
we  ask  for  we  consider  we  are  entitled  to,  and 
there  should  be  no  unnecessary  pressure  re> 
quired  to  get  it.  If  it  is  necessary  to  use  unfair 
pressure,  and  to  use  political  means,  to  acquire 
what  we  have  a  right  to  get,  then  it  will  be  hard 
work  indeed  for  some  of  us  to  live  politically. 
For  myself,  I  would  rather  put  my  hand  in  my 
own  pocket  and  contribute  a  fair  share  towards 
my  responsibility  in  the  matter  than  belittle 
myself  bv  saying  to  the  Government,  "  We  will 
do  so-ana-so  if  you  will  do  so-and-so.'* 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  they  came  to  me  like 
that  I  would  tell  them  it  was  corruption. 

Mr.  CBOWTHEB.— If  you  gave  them  £1,500 
and  £911  under  pressors,  what  does  it  mean  ? 
That  is  a  statement  that  was  made  by  your 
own  henchman,  and  I  suppose  we  are  bound  to 
believe  it.  However,  I  am  not  going  to  waste 
the  time  of  the  House.  I  hope  the  Technical 
Education  Bill  will  come  on  again,  and  that 
the  money  under  it  will  be  voted,  and  I  trust 
that  if  the  money  is  voted  it  will  be  fairly  and 
equally  divided  without  any  pressure.  I  hope 
that  each  one  will  be  impartially  and  honestly 
treated,  and  that  our  technical  schools,  one  and 
all,  will  have  fair-play. 

Mr.  HO  GO  (Masterton).  —  Sir,  the  last 
speaker  has  expressed  the  hope  that  when  the 
money  comes  to  be  disbursed  it  will  be  fairly 
divided.  I  have  no  doubt  that  Auckland  will 
have  its  fair  share  in  any  scramble  that  may 
take  place  during  the  present  session.  If  It 
does  not,  then  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  want  to  know 
something  about  it.  He  has  expressed  the 
opinion  that  this  debate  is  a  verv  profitable 
one,  and  in  doing  so  he  reiterated  the  senti- 
ments of  the  member  for  Inveroargill.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  sentiment  will  so  home  to  many 
members.  It  is  a  profitable  debate  because  it 
is  in  connection  with  an  Imprest  Supply  Bill 
in  which,  I  think,  each  of  us  individually 
has  a  certain  amount  of  interest,  and, 
notwithstanding  all  the  criticisms  and  pro- 
tests that  are  likely  to  be  uttered  this 
afternoon,  the  Bill  is  going  to  pass.  No 
4  QA  doubt  it  is  brought  forward  at  a 
very  proper  time.  It  is  generally  at 
the  end  of  the  month  when  these  Bills  make 
their  appearance.  It  was  said  this  Bill  was 
going  to  be  blocked,  but  I  said  to  my  friend  and 
colleague  the  member  for  Caversham,  *'  Don't 
you  believe  that  for  a  moment.  You  will  find 
honourable  members  will  let  that  Bill  slip 
through  Committee."  And  so  they  have. 
Now,  we  are  indulging  this  afternoon  in  what 
I  should  term  a  -preliminary  financial  debate. 
In  the  first  place,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
entered  a  protest  against  the  time  at  which 
Parliament  was  called  together,  and  contended 
that  the  Financial  Statement   ought   to   b« 
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brought  down  before  we  were  calleri  upon  to 
pass  these  large  sums  of  money.  Then,  Sir, 
we  have  drifted  from  the  subject,  and  each 
speaker  introduced  something  fresh.  We  have 
been  speaking  on  a  whole  variety  of  debat- 
able subjects  —  this  celebrated  tag  of  the 
Auditor- General,  the  question  of  technical 
education,  and  that  obronic  grievance  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  Cbri&tchurch  that  they 
are  not  fairly  treated  with  regard  to  the  rail- 
way tariff.  I  am  rather  astonished  that  the 
member  for  Palmerston  should  have  stated 
that  the  Premier  of  the  colony  ought  to  be 
indicted  and  arraigned  for  having  passed  these 
two  sums  of  money  for  a  technical  school 
in  Wellington  and  a  similar  institution  in 
Danedin.  Why,  Sir,  should  the  Premier  be 
arraigned  ?  Why  should  he  even  be  challenged 
for  having  passed  these  sums  of  money  ?  Was 
it  necessary  that  the  Auditor-General  should 
have  interfered  as  he  did  ?  It  was  not  so  much 
the  tag  aa  his  method  of  doing  his  work  that 
caused  so  much  irritation  and  invited  so  much 
attention  by  the  Premier  and  his  supporters. 
Had  there  been  any  concealment  of  the  amounts 
it  would  have  been  a  different  thing  altogether, 
but  there  was  no  concealmt  nt.  If  the  question 
was  to  be  raised  whether  that  money  should 
be  paid  or  not,  it  should  have  been  on  the  8rd 
November  last,  when  the  Premier  stated  that 
the  money  had  already  been  paid.  He  men- 
tioned that  in  this  House  ;  there  was  no  con- 
cealment whatever.  He  stated  it  openly  and 
boldly.  He  took  it  for  granted  undoubtedly 
that  the  amount  of  money  which  he  intended 
for  technical  education  would  be  passed.  He 
did  not  anticipate  the  oppooition  which  was 
offered  to  his  proposal.  I  myself  never  an- 
ticipated that  so  much  opposiiion  would  have 
been  offered  to  this  Technical  Schools  Bill,  be- 
oause,  in  my  opinion,  few  better  measures  have 
been  introduced  to  this  House. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— He  voted  to  strike  the  vote 
off  the  estimates  himself. 

Mr.  HOGG. — He  did  his  level  beat  to  pass 
that  Bill,  and  the  member  for  Palmerston 
knows  it  well.  No  man  could  have  done  more 
to  get  that  Bill  passed  than  the  Premier.  I 
supported  him  because  I  wished  to  see  the  Bill 
passed.  I  am  not  a  fanatic;  the  Premier  is 
not  a  fanatic.  It  has  never  been  al  leged  that  be 
has  gone  out  of  bis  way  to  unduly  assist  religion 
by  allowing  Church  or  creed  to  interfere  with  his 
political  duties,  though  I  believe  he  did  deliver 
a  political  address  in  a  church  somewhere  up 
the  country,  and  it  is  said  to  have  been  one  of 
the  best  sermons  ever  delivered  in  that  church. 
But,  Sir,  who  was  responsible  for  this  Technical 
Education  Bill?  I  believe  I  know  something 
about  it,  and  that  I  am  correct  in  saying  that 
the  real  framers  of  that  measure  were  gentle- 
men that  command  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
this  part  of  New  Zealand,  and  gentlemen  that 
would  never  think  for  a  moment  of  paying  a 
solitary  dime  if  it  was  intended  to  assist  de- 
nominational education  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
community.  The  authors  of  that  Bill— those 
who  inspired  the  Bill — were,  I  believe,  the 
present  Mayor  of  Wellington  and  Mr.  Riley, 

Mr.  Hogg 


the  director    of    the    technical    school   here, 
and  I  will   leave   it  to  any  one   who  knowi 
either  of  those  gentlemen  to  say  whether  for  a 
moment  he  would  suspect  either  of  tliem  of 
being  a  party  to  any  attempt  to   injure  oor 
secular  8y-t<*m  of  education.     But  what  haa 
the  member  for  PaImerf«ton  done  ?     What  has 
the  member  for  GnriHtchurch  City  and  iboM 
who  opposed  that  Bill  done  ?  They  have  »mply 
deprived  the  young  people  of  New  Z  aland  of 
the  benefit  of  a  year  of  their  valuable  lives, 
during  which  they  might  have  been  learning 
something  that  wouM  be  of  advantaae  to  tbeo 
in   their  trades  and  occupations.     It  is  to  be 
deplored  that  these  meuihers  have  been  stand- 
ing in  the  way  of   the  youth  of  the  ooanti;. 
Now,  I  want  to  pay  one  word  to  mv  colleague 
and  respected  friend  the  member  for  Wairarapa. 
He  has  accused  this  House  of   wasting  time 
laat  session.     I  would  like  to  know  what  be- 
came of  those  ninety  speeches  he  made  on  the 
Gid-age  Pensions  Bill.     I  would  like  to  know 
whether  any  other  member  on    that  side  of 
the  Houpe  wasted  more  time  than  the  mem- 
ber for  Wairarapa.      I    would   like   to  know 
whether  he  would  stand  before  the  old  people 
of   New    Zealand    and    repeat   the    words  he 
uttered  in  the  courts e  of  those  ninety  speecbee 
during     that    celebrated     stonewall.      Woaid 
he  go  to  West  land,   where  I   believe   he  wae 
at  one  time  well  known  among  the  miners,  and 
tell  them  that  in  their  old  age  they  were  get- 
ting»more  than  they  were  entitled  to?    If  he 
had  any  gratitude  at  all,  would  he  have  spoken 
of  those  people  in  the  way  he  has  done?    Will 
he  repeat  on  the  public  platform,  before  the  old 
people  in  bis  district,  the  words  he  made  use  of 
here  respecting  the  recipients  of  the  pension- 
that  they  are  victims  of  idleness  and  dii'sipa- 
tion,  and  that  the  money  they  receive  will  be 
squandered  ?    I  Fay  such  terms  should  never  be 
applied  to  those  old  people.    If  any  one  wasted 
the   time    of    the    House    last    session  men 
than  another — and  wasted  it  in  a  way  utteii/ 
unwarranted,  in  talking  over  matters  that  were 
neither  more  nor  less  than  vague  repetitioDS— 
it  was  the  member  for  Wairarapa.    I  hopes 
great  deal  of  time  will  not  now  be  waited.  I 
trust  during  the  present  session  we  will  go  to 
business.     This  afternoon  we  are  going  to  pan 
a  large  sum  of  money,  nearly  half  a  millioo. 
I  would  like  to  see  these  Bills  investigated  a 
little  more  ;  but  members  are  not  in  the  habit 
of  blocking  Supply — there  are  far  too  maoj 
interests  concerned  —  and   they   usually  p>* 
these  large  sums  of  money  without  a  murmni' 
Mr.    LEWIS     (Ohrlstchurch     Oit>).-Tbe 
honourable    member    for     CaverAham,    t^^ 
speaking  with   considerable  warmth  and  the 
utmost  volubility  for  a  quarter  of  an  bonroD 
the  question  of  the  Technical  Education  Bill, 
was    good   enough   to   express   the   wish  that 
nothing  more  would  be  heard  about  it.    1^^ 
not  know  whether  that  arose  from  a  suspieioo 
that  he  is  the  only  man  in  the  House  capable 
of  dealing  with  ir,  or  whether  he  thonght  be 
had  left  nothing  for  an>body  else  tosayibot 
in  either  c^ise  his  view  is  one  which  I  oannoi 
accept.     As  his  statements  were  wholly  ^'^^ 
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of  the  mftrk,  and  his  argiiments  had  no  rele- 
TADcy  whatever,  il  is  only  fair  that  I,  as  one  of 
tbose  who  opposed  fbe  Bill,  should  plaoe  on 
record  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  real  facts  of 
the  ease.    I  entirely  agree  with  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Ghristohuroh 
City  (Mr.   Taylor),  that   the    removal   of   the 
dfnomi national   struggle   in   oonneotion    with 
edacAiion   from    tbe  floor    of  this  House    to 
the  occasion    of  the  elect  on  of    the    Eduoa- 
tioo  Boards)   throughout    the    oolouy   would, 
beyond  all  question,    have    resulted    if     the 
Premier's    proposals    had    been    accepted.    I 
with  to  point  out  this :   that  the  Premier  is 
perfectly  willing— in   fact,  anxious — to   make 
graote  to  denominational  schools  if   only  he 
ooold  get  the  concurrence  of   the  Boards  of 
Education ;  but,  willing  as  he  is,  and  anxious 
as  he  is,  to  bring  about  that  result,  he  is  not 
prepared  to  take  the  responsibility  on  his  own 
ihoulders,  about  the  breadth  of  which  he  is 
extiinaally  boasting.     But  he  wishes  to  be  re- 
lieved of  the  responsibility  by  the  Boards  of 
Education,  to  whom  he  can  transfer  any  odium 
SQch  a  form  of   expenditure-  might  occasion. 
Our  functions,  I  take  it,  in  this  House  are  to 
eiiabli»b  systems,  and  it  is  for  the  Boards  of 
Edaeation  and  other  public  bodies  to  adminis- 
ter those  systems.     Our  functions  are  purely 
legi^ilarive,  as  far,  at  all  events,  as  the  private 
oembers  of  the    House  are  concerned.    The 
fonciions  of  these  Boards  are  administrative. 
We  should  lell  them  what  to  do :  and  within  the 
lines  laid  down  by  the  House  it  is  their  func- 
tion to  administer  the  system.     But  the  Premier 
laiddoan  the  principle  that  the  Boards  should 
not  only  administer  the  system,   but  should 
determiDe  what  that  system  should  be.    It  was 
upon  this  ground  that  I  opposed  the  Bill.    We 
have  already  experience  of  a  most  unsatisfac- 
tory thing  in  this  direction.    There  is  a  clause 
in  the  £dQcation  Act  which  says  that  under 
certain  circumstances  Boards   of   Education 
nay  extend  to  the  children  attending  denomi- 
national schools  facilities  for  inspeo;ion    and 
•laminations,  in  order  that  they  may  secare 
Mnifioates  that  they  have  passed  a  certain 
itandard— certificates  which  would  be  useful 
to  them  in  applications  for  employmen  t.    Now, 
that  was  a  very  wise  provision,  but  the  Act  un- 
(ortimately  says  a  Board  may  do  such  a  thing, 
jQAy  aothorise  its  Inspector  to  examine,  but 
leaves  it  optional  with  the  Board  to  do  so  or 
pot.  That  clause  has  been  administered  and 
interpreted  in  different  ways  in  different  parts 
of  the  colony.    In  Southland  and  on  the  West 
poast  the  Boards  do  allow  examinations ;  but 
n  Canterbury,  at  all  events,  the  Board  does 
not.   Now,  I  think  that  the  Boards  should  not 
only  be  allowed,  but  compelled,  to  do  so  where 
application   is    made.     I    think    tbe    system 
ihonld  be  harmonious  all  over  the  colony  in 
ui&t  respect.    The  system  should  be  adminis- 
tored  in  the  same  way  throughout  the  colony  ; 
*nd,  in  the  same  way,  I  think  that,  whatever 
ptoviBionsa  Technical  Education  Bill  contains, 
It  should  be  barmoniout-ly  administered.     It  is 
for  this  House  to  say  what  the  8>8tem  should 
00.  and  that  system  should  prevail  through- 


out the  colony.  It  should  not  be  left  to  one 
Boflurd  to  carry  out  a  different  syntem  to  that  ob- 
served in  other  parts  of  New  Zealand.  While 
anxious  that  these  technical  schools  should 
be  properly  equipped,  I  am  not  prepared  to  pay 
the  price  represented  by  the  proposal  to  extend 
State  aid  to  denominational  schools,  nor  could 
I  do  so  without  breaking  promises  made  time 
and  Again.  That  is  what  the  Premier  is  pre- 
pared tt  do,  and  what  I  am  not  prepared  to  do. 
With  reference  to  what  was  said  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Manterton,  as  to  the  Bid  hav- 
ing been  drafted  by  persons  who  had  experience 
of  education  matters,  no  one  would  think  of 
questioning  that  experience  ;  they  may  know  a 
good  deal  about  educational  matters,  but  their 
experience  in  drafting  Bills  has  been  of  a 
limited  nature,  and  we  know  that  Bills  often 
come  into  this  House  purporting  to  proceed  in 
certain  directions,  but  when  we  come  to 
analyse  a  Bill  and  subject  it  to  criticism  in 
Committee  we  frequently  find  the  wording  so 
ambiguous,  and  the  drafting  so  faulty,  that  the 
Bill  is  ven^  cloudy,  aiifl,  as  far  as  we  can  judge, 
it  proceeoB  in  directions  altogether  contrary 
to  what  its  framers  intended.  While  I  quite 
agree  that  those  gentlemen  who  framed  the 
Bill  did  broadly  outline  the  principles  which 
they  proposed  to  give  effect  to,  I  have  yet  to 
learn  that  they  intended  under  that  Bill  that 
grants  should  be  made  to  denominational 
schools,  or  that  ever  since  the  discussion  in  the 
House  they  have  expressed  the  opinion  that 
this  should  be  the  case.  The  honourable 
member  for  Masterton  said  there  was  no  doubt 
this  Imprest  Supply  Bill  would  pass,  in  view  of 
this  being  the  last  day  in  the  month,  but  it  will 
no  doubt  relieve  him  very  much  to  know  that 
the  month  which  he  alluded  to  expired  a  few 
days  since.  In  order  that  I  might  be  in  a 
position  to  allay  his  obvious  anxiety,  I  satisfied 
myself  on  that  point  before  I  came  into  the 
House  this  sifternoon. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley).— Mr.  Speaker,  I 
cannot  see  any  analogy  between  the  Imprest 
Supply  Bill  and  the  Technical  Education  Bill. 
The  Premif>r  hsis  given  notice  of  a  Technical 
Education  Bill,  which  appears  on  the  Order 
Paper.  Surely  honourable  members  should 
refrain  from  referring  to  that  Bill  until  Fuoh 
time  as  the  whole  question  comes  before  the 
House  and  the  country.  I  think  that  would 
haye  been  preferable.  Now,  I  understand  the 
question  was  brought  up  this  afternoon  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Gaversham.  I  have 
great  respect  for  the  honourable  gentleman. 
He  and  I  have  worked  in  this  House  for  the 
public  good,  but  I  understand  the  views  given 
expression  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman  this 
afternoon  are  calculated  to  cause  a  feeling 
of  estrangement  between  himself  and  other 
honourable  members.  Whatever  action  I 
have  taken  on  the  question  of  technical 
education,  when  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  House  in  previous  seRsiuns,  I  have  acted 
from  one  motive  and  one  motive  only— the 
public  good.  I  stand  here  a  ruppoiter  of  the 
present  system  of  national  education,  and  as 
long  as  I  have  a  seat  in  this  House,  and  am 
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capable  of  defending  the  rights  of  the  people,  I 
will  do  80  without  fear  or  intimidation  in  any 
shape  or  form.  Sir,  some  two  years  ago,  when 
a  Technical  Education  Bill  was  before  the 
House,  I,  together  with  a  few  other  members, 
supported  by  a  large  majority  of  this  House, 
was  determined  that  every  vestige  of  provision 
in  that  Bill  providing  for  grants  to  sohools  out- 
side the  publio  schools  of  the  oolony  should  be 
•eliminated  from  the  Bill  before  I  would  support 
it.  The  position  which  I  tcok  up  is  briefly  as 
follows :  that  the  provisions  of  the  Technical 
Education  Bill  shall  be  confined  to  the  pub- 
lio schools  of  the  colony  as  defined  by  the 
Education  Act  of  1877,  and  shall  be  ad- 
ministered through  the  Education  Boards. 
That  is  the  position  that  I  took  up  in 
1897,  and  again  in  1898,  and  the  position 
I  take  up  this  afternoon,  and  shall  take  up 
when  the  Technical  Education  Bill  is  before 
the  House  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  If  the 
Premier  is  prepared  to  eliminate  from  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  he  has  given  notice  of,  and 
which  appears  on  the  Order  Paper— and  Which 
I  have  not  seen  up  to  date — every  vestige  that 
-favours  State  aid  to  schools  outside  public 
.schools,  he  will  find  me  one  of  the  most  ardent 
•supporters  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Yet  you  supported,  in 
1895,  a  Bill  which  was  exaoily  the  same — a 
peculiar  chanse  of  front. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— The  honourable  member 
speaks  about  change  of  front.  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  change  of  front  whatever,  and  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  understand  why  the  honourable 
gentleman  introduced  the  subject  this  after- 
noon. I  think  it  would  have  been  better  to 
leave  the  matter  until  the  whole  question 
came  before  the  House. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin).— The  honourable 
member  for  Masterton  a  few  minutes  ago  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  this  afternoon  the  time  of 
this  House  would  not  be  wasted.  That  honour- 
able member  should  practice  what  he  preaches, 
for  I  do  not  think  any  better  instance  could 
be  adduced  of  how  the  time  of  the  House  is 
wasted  than  the  ten  minutes  or  quarter  of  an 
hour  when  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
;  speaking.  I  do  not  think  I  should  have 
taken  part  in  this  debate  had  it  not  been  for 
the  fact  that  the  Opposition  members  have 
been  accused  by  certain  members  on  the  other 
.  side  of  wasting  the  first  month  of  last  session  in 
connection  with  the  amendment  to  the  Address 
in  Reply  which  was  moved  protesting  against 
what  happened  in  connection  with  the  additions 
to  the  parliamentary  buildings.  Well,  Sir,  the 
members  who  made  that  statement  have  evi- 
dently very  convenient  memories.  I  think  it 
is  often  the  case  that  politicians  have  con- 
venient memories.  What  really  happened  was 
this :  The  House  met  on  the  24th  June,  and 
the  Address  in  Reply  was  disposed  of  on  the 
1st  July ;  so  that  their  month  dwindles  down  to 
six  days.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  during  the  first 
month  of  last  session  we  got  through  quite  a 
number  of  local  and  private  members'  Bills, 
and  a  lot  of  Government  business  was  disposed 
.of.  But,  Sir,  it  is  the  duty  of  members  of  this 
Mr.  Mwdith 


side  of  the  House  to  inquire  closely  into  the 
affairs  of  the  country,  and  to  know  as  nearly 
as  possible  how  the  money  of  the  taxpayers  is 
expended,  and  we  are  going  to  do  our  duty  to 
the  best  of  our  ability,  whether  membecs  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  like  it  or  not,  and 
whether  we  are  accused  of  wasting  the  iime  of 
the  House  or  not.  Now,  I  agree  with  the  sug- 
gestion that  has  been  made  by  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  and  by  other  speakers,  to  the 
effect  that  the  House  should  meet  earlier  than 
it  does  at  the  present  time,  in  order  to  get  tiie 
Address  in  Reply  and  Imprest  Bill  put  throogk 
before  the  end  of  the  June  quarter.  But,  wh^ 
agreeing  to  that,  I  am  afraid  that  if  we  met 
earlier  the  end  of  the  session  would  not  oome 
any  sooner,  because,  owing  to  the  tacUesi 
and  unbusinesslike  way  in  which  the  busineM 
of  the  House  is  conducted  by  the  gentlemen 
who  at  present  occupy  the  Treasury  benches, 
the  session  is  only  brought  to  an  end  soms 
time  in  November  by  members  making  up 
their  minds  to  go  home,  and  refusing  to  do  any 
further  business.  What  we  ought  to  do,  1 
think,  is  to  get  the  Financial  Statement  down 
within  a  month  of  the  opening  of  Parliament, 
have  the  Publio  Works  S&atement  within  s 
reasonable  time  after  that,  and  then  the  whole 
business  of  the  session  should  be  concluded 
within  three  or  four  months  at  the  veiy 
outside.  That  could  be  done.  There  is  no 
reason  why  it  should  not  be  done,  and  if  it 
were  done  it  would  be  better  both  for  (ha 
country  and  for  members  of  the  House.  There 
is  another  matter  I  wish  to  refer  to.  VarioQS 
grievances  have  been  mentioned  by  members 
who  have  spoken.  I  also  have  certain  griev- 
ances in  connection  with  railway  matters; 
but  there  is  just  one  I  wish  to  m^- 
tion  now,  in  connection  with  the  trsin 
service  between  Wellington  and  Petone.  On 
that  line  what  are  called  workmen's  oommo- 
tation  tickets  are  issued,  and  a  workman  gets 
twelve  of  those  tickets,  or  a  twelve- trip  ticiet, 
for  2s.  6d.  Now,  the  distance  from  Aucklsod 
to  Otahuhu  is  the  same  as  the  distance  from 
Wellington  to  Petone,  but  no  such  tickets  ate 
issued  there,  so  that  in  Otahuhu  a  workmss 
has  to  pay  5s.  for  exactly  the  same  thing  ss  the 
workman  receives  at  Petone  for  2s.  6d.  I  oon- 
sider  that  it  is  unfair  and  unjust,  that  it  is  • 
special  tax  upon  the  people  there,  and  I  intend 
to  refer  to  it  and  to  protest  against  it  on  every 
possible  oooasion.  I  intend  to  agitate,  and  to 
keep  on  agitating,  for  the  removal  of  whst  I 
consider  is  an  injustice  to  the  workmen  of  Ots* 
huhu,  until  they  are  put  upon  the  same  tenni 
as  the  workmen  at  Petone. 

Mr.  CARSON  (Wanganui).— I  should  not 
have  troubled  the  House  with  a  word  in  ^ 
debate  had  it  not  been  for  the  statements  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  Oity 
(Mr.  Fisher)  and  the  honourable  member  f<K 
Caversham  (Mr.  Morrison),  when  they  told  Uie 
House  that  the  time  of  Parliament  was  wasted 
in  frivolous  no-confidence  debates.  Was  it  ths 
no- confidence  debate  of  Isist  session  that  csusad 
the  Financial  Statement  to  be  delayed  for  forfcy- 
six  days,  and  the  debate  on  the  publio-worki 
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•stimales  to  be  delayed  for  more  ihan  foar 
Dontiu  after  the  Hoase  met?  Were  the 
Opposition  responsible  for  all  that?  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  frivolity  of  these  debates,  Is 
itsfriToloos  thing  that  the  honour  of  Minis- 
ten  is  concerned  in  the  matter  of  this  Marine 
flcaDdal?  Is  it  a  frivolous  matter  that  the 
HoDse  sboold  olaim,  as  it  has  the  right  to 
«liim,  that  the  connection  of  Ministers  with 
thii  matter  should  be  considered  by  the  House  ? 
And,  going  back  to  the  Library  vote,  that  is  a 
msiter  I  want  to  clear  up  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Gaversham.  I  understood  that 
hoDonrable  gentleman  to  say  that  the  House 
well  knew  that  the  £7,000  asked  for  was  only  a 
ilea  bite  in  comparison  with  the  amount  neces- 
nry  for  the  building  which  it  was  understood 
would  be  put  up. 

An  Hod.  Mzbibsb. — The  House  knew  that  it 
wu  not  sufficient. 

Mr.  CARSON.— **  The  House  knew  that  it 
ffts  not  sufficient  1  '*     Is  it  not  the  fact  that 
tbe  Prenaier  said  it  would  be  sufficient,  and 
that  the  building  it  was  proposed  to  be  put  up 
would  be  completed  in  eight  months — that  is, 
twelve  months  ago — and  yet  the  Library  is  not 
leadj  now,  although  twenty  months  have  ex- 
pired? Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  Premier  said 
ih»i  17,000  would  be  sufficient  to  put  up  such 
s  boilciog  as  would  be  required?     Why,  the 
P^ier,  when  the  Financial  Statement  was 
onder  consideration,  said — allow  me   to  han- 
tttdise  what  he  said. 

An  Hon.  Membsb. — That  was  done  last 
year. 

Mr.  CARSON.— But  I  have  to  correct  mis 
etatements  that  have    been    put    before  the 
HoQse  this  afternoon.    The  Premier  said, — 

"The  necessity  for  a  brick  building  for  the 
Parliamentary  Library  has  long  been  admitted. 
•  •  .  Plans  have  been  ordered  to  be  prepared 
forthwith,  and  the  work,  if  approved  by  Parlia- 
ment, wiil  be  put  in  hand  so  as  to  be  com- 
pleted before  next  sesfsion." 

What  sefsion?  Why,  the  session  of  last 
jeii. 

An  Hon.  Membsb. — No  one  knew  what  was 
to  be  put  up. 

Hr.  CARSON.— The  Minister  had  a  report  in 
Ais  office  dealing  with  the  building. 

Hr.  HALL-JONES.— Absolutely  incorrect. 

Hr.  CARSON.— It  is  absolutely  correct,  and 
we  hononrable  member  knows  it ;  or,  if  he  does 
pot,  he  does  not  know  the  details  of  the  papers 
m  his  own  department. 

Mr.  HALL.  JONES.— The  Library  Committee 
oAdnot  decided  which  plan  ^ould  be  adopted. 

Hr.  CARSON.— The  report  of  the  Libraiy 
vominittee  was  never  brought  before  this 
^oQse,  and  it  is  this  House,  and  not  the  Library 
Oonunittee,  that  has  the  voting  of  the  money, 
*^it  was  this  House  the  Premier  asked,  in 
1897,  to  vote  £7,000  to  complete  the  building, 
ttd  he  said,  with  regard  to  it,  that  it  would,  if 
approved  oT,  be  completed  before  the  following 
•ession.  He  asked  for  £7,000,  and  he  got  that 
^1  and  the  moment  our  backs  were  turned 
be  went  past  what  had  been  done  by  the 
flonae,  and  publicly  announced  that  he  pro- 


posed to  put  up  a  building  to  cost  £40,000.  He 
had  no  parliamentary  authority  for  such  a 
statement,  and  it  was  a  gross  and  deliberate 
deception  of  the  members  of  this  House.  I 
have  risen  more  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the 
honourable  member  for  Caversham  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Oity  (Mr. 
Fisher)  right  in  respect  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  FBASER  (Wakatipu).— I  have  to  re- 
quest the  Premier,  when  speaking  in  reply,  to 
inform  the  House  how  much  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  half-million  loan,  authorised  last  session, 
was  credited  to  the  Public  Works  Fund  up  to 
the  81st  March,  1899. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  (Gerald ine).— I  would  not 
have  risen  this  afternoon  had  not  so  much 
foreign  matter  been  introduced  into  this  debate. 
I  am  aware  that  we  are  allowed  a  very  wide 
scope,  but  I  am  astonished  that  honourable 
members  should  go  back  to  the  old  debate  of 
last  year  upon  the  question  of  the  parliamentary 
buildings.  Now,  it  is  a  positive  fact  that  the 
Opposition  cannot  prove  that  the  Oovemment 
exceeded  the  vote  which  they  were  entitled  to 
in  respect  to  the  parliamentary  buildiugs. 
However,  this  is  the  point :  that  members  of 
the  Opposition  attempted  to  lead  the  country 
to  believe  that  the  Mmistry  had  pledged 
the  country  to  an  expenditure  of  £40,000  for 
parliamentary  buildings.  They  said  that  upon 
platform  after  platform,  until  they  led  the 
people  to  believe  that  they  really  were  speaking 
the  truth.  But  when  we  met  last  year  we  found 
that  the  vote  hsd  not  been  exceeded — that  the 
Oovemment  had  kept  within  the  limits  they 
had  been  allowed.  Now,  this  is  positively  a 
f,  f.      waste  of  time  this  afternoon,  and  I 

^■"-  will  tell  you  why.  The  Bill  that  is 
now  before  the  House  has  not  been  discussed. 
It  is  not  in  the  interests  of  the  country  that 
Opposition  members  have  spoken  this  after- 
noon, as  they  would  have  us  believe ;  and,  as  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  gather  from  the  vaiious 
speeches,  every  member  who  has  risen  to  speak 
this  afternoon  has  had  for  his  introduction 
something  of  this  kind :  **  I  should  not  have 
risen  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  the 
Premier  said  this  or  that,  either  at  Ofarist- 
ohuroh,  or  at  Woodville,  or  at  some  other 
part  of  the  country."  They  said  they  would 
not  have  risen  but  for  that ;  and  there  they 
get  up,  Sir,  and  tell  us  that  their  remarks 
are  in  the  interest  of  the  country,  while  the 
country  knows  well  enough  it  is  not  in  its 
interest  at  all  that  they  are  talking.  It  is  in 
their  own  interest,  and  because  they  know  the 
election  is  near.  That  is  all.  It  is  all 
"bunoombe"  and  nonsense  to  say  otherwise. 
And  then  we  shall  be  accused  of  wasting  the 
time  of  the  country.  I  am  glad  to  say  the 
country  is  enlightened,  and  that  the  people 
know  positively  that  the  waste  of  time  does  not 
come  from  this  side  of  the  House,  but  it  ema- 
nates from  that  side  of  the  House,  and  I  will 
leave  the  public  to  judge  if  what  I  have  said  is 
not  true.  Now,  I  would  like  to  say  a  word  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Ashley.  I  believe 
he  himself  was  thoroughly  convinced  that  he 
was  acting  in  a  direct  and  proper  and  consistent 
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manner  when  he  defended,  or,  rafcher,  when 
be  protef»ted  agninst  the  Trchnical  Eduoation 
Bill  in  1897.  I  believe  that  he  was  honest 
in  his  intentions  in  that  matter ;  but  at  the 
same  time  the  honourable  gentleman  went 
down  to  Timaru,  and  is  reported  to  have 
said  that  be  was  reliably  informed  that  if  the 
Technical  Education  Bill  had  been  passed  St. 
Patrick's  College,  in  Wellington,  would  have 
been  endowed  with  a  £500  grant  within  a 
fortnight  after  the  rising  of  Parliament.  I 
leave  the  honourable  gentleman  to  say  whether 
such  is  the  caFe,  but  that,  at  any  rate,  is  what 
be  was  reported  to  have  said.  And  I  say  the 
honourable  member  should  be  very  careful  of 
what  he  sayn  when  he  goes  about  the  country, 
and  he  should  not  bring  odium  upon  hi>*  fellow- 
members  wlio  probably  think  di£ferently  from 
what  he  does  himself.  I  find  that  my  hcnour- 
able  friend  the  member  for  Caversbam  has  been 
twitted  this  afternoon  with  bringing  up  tlii^ 
question  ;  but  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  and  as  far 
as  I  know,  I  believe  I  am  ptrfectly  right  in 
stating  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  remaika 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston  the 
honourable  member  for  Caversbam  would  never 
have  introduced  the  subji-ct. 

Mr.  MKREDITH  (Ashley).— I  desire.  Sir,  to 
make  a  p*  rsonal  explanation.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  unwittingly  misrepnsented  me. 
I  may  inform  him  that  I  was  invited  by  the 
public  of  Timaru  to  go  down  and  address  them 
on  the  Technical  Schools  Bill.  I  accepted  the 
invitation,  and  went  to  Timaru  and  spoke  on 
the  education  question,  particularly  explaining 
the  provisions  of  the  Ttchnical  Schools  Bill, 
which  had  been  before  the  House  in  the  pre- 
ceding sepsion,  and,  during  the  deliberations, 
upon  which  I  occupied  a  somewhat  conspicuous 
position,  I  did  say  it  was  currently  reported 
within  the  precincts  of  the  House  that,  if  the 
Bill  pa8.-ed  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  in- 
troduced to  the  Chamber,  £500  would  go  to 
St.  Patrick's  College.  There  are  quite  twenty 
members  of  the  House  who  are  in  possession 
of  the  same  information  that  I  stated  on  the 
occasion  referred  to. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERT.— It  was  mentioned  in 
the  courHc  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  MEREDITH— Of  course,  it  was  re- 
peatedly mentioned  in  the  debate ;  it  was 
poblic  property. 

Mr.  PLATMAN  (Geraldinc).— I  am  quite 
willing  to  accept  the  honourable  member's 
statement,  but  at  the  same  time  I  maintain 
now,  and  will  prove  it  if  necessary,  that  he  was 
not  reported  in  the  same  manner  as  he  has  now 
exprebsed  himself. 

Mr.  ROLLKSTON  (Ricosrton).— I  do  not 
think  the  honourable  gemhman  who  has  just 
sat  down,  and  who  happens  to  be  my  representa- 
tive, has  contributed  vtry  much  to  the  debate, 
or  that  he  has  said  anything  of  much  practical 
good.  I  think  we  have  had  enough  of  this  per- 
sonal explanation  in  refer-  nee  to  what  took 
place  as  to  technical  education  two  sessions  ago. 
It  is  quite  a  different  issue  that  is  before  us  now. 
I  think  the  issue  before  us  now  is,  that  before 
this  session  closes  members  will  see  that  they 
Mr,  Flatman 


do  not  part  before  doing  something  praetienlio 
the  matter  of  rt snmi'  g  and  maintMining  oo8> 
trol  of  the  finar  ces  of  the  colony.  I  am  quite 
sure  of  what  is  the  mind  of  the  House  on  the 
other  ques  ion  ;  it  v^  ill  have  to  be  dealt  with  is 
du-  course.  However,  1  rose  merely  to  say  a  few 
woids  goii'g  hack  to  what  fell  from  the  Inder 
of  the  Opposiiion,  and  to  what  was  pot  sab- 
sequenily  veiy  well  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Welling  on  Ciiy  (Mr.  Dutijie),  with  regard  to 
these  Impiest  Supply  Bills,  and  wich  rt^gArdto 
the  position  the  House  is  drifiir  g  into  bj  tbe 
passing  of  thf  se  Bills,  ai.d  the  necessity  wbidi 
aiises  for  them  because  of  the  pos  ponenunt 
of  the  meeting  of  the  House  until  too  late  i 
date.  These  Imprest  Bills  sefm  to  lie  at  tin 
root  of  the  disorganization  of  our  finaoen. 
There  were  none  of  them  before  the  year  1B67. 
We  now  have  four  Imprest  Supply  Bills  in 
each  year,  and  the  effect  is  they  enable  tin 
Qovernment  to  slur  over  the  public  finances  of 
the  colony  without  any  proper  supervision  of 
them.  When  the  financial  year  waa  changed, 
in  the  year  1880,  it  was  with  the  view  of  briq^ 
ing  the  finances  of  the  colony  under  the  ejeef 
the  House  more  closely  and  accurately  tbi 
thev  had  been  before,  though  there  had  nptt 
that  time  been  none  of  the  delay  that  baa  sub- 
sequently taken  place  in  bringing  the  finaneii 
before  the  House.  In  that  year  the  fioanetil 
year  was  changed,  in  order  that  the  Hoot 
might  meet  earlier,  and  in  order  that  membos 
might  get  home  with  the  spring  of  the  year,ani 
not  have  to  experience  the  too  congested  stale 
of  bubiness  that  now  arises  towards  the  end 
of  the  session.  Well,  Sir,  the  finaDcial  jev 
was  changed  ;  but  Parliament  never  meets  now 
until  nearly  the  close  of  the  time  to  whiflh 
the  Public  Revenues  Act  continues  the  e^ 
propriatioDS— that  is,  for  three  months  after 
the  expiration  of  the  financial  year,  t^ 
fact  is  that  we  are  losing  the  control  of  kb* 
public  finances  altogether.  Sir,  the  appropris* 
tionn  of  Parliament  will  be  neglected  and  QB- 
controlled  until  we  come  to  a  proper  sense  of 
our  duties  in  connection  with  the  Appro^ 
tion  Act,  and  in  connection  with  the  Po^^ 
Accounts.  In  the  old  days  here  the  PoUie 
Accounts  Committee  was  not  a  piusked  Com* 
mit  ee  as  it  is  now,  with  a  Is^e  prepoDdertnei 
of  Qovernment  supporters.  It  comprised  Hm 
best  men  in  the  House,  and  the  men  wb» 
were  best  qualified  for  dealing  with  tbeqaestioa 
of  finance.  In  the  old  days  this  Public  Aocoaote 
Committee  not  only  took  cognisance  of  makteff 
specifically  referred  to  it  by  the  Hoose,  butn 
the  Public  Accounts  and  the  appropriations » 
Parliament,  of  its  own  motion,  and  in  virkaew 
the  order  constituting  it.  I  remember,  Djisui 
as  a  public  officer,  having  to  go  before  that  CoiH' 
mittee  and  explain  the  estimates  of  the  de- 
partment of  which  I  was  a  member.  Untfl 
you  have  that,  there  is  practically  no  confcm 
such  as  there  certainly  should  be  over  the  pub 
lie- works  appropriations,  that  are  pow  shorw 
through  without  any  examination  in  the  Isff 
hours  of  the  ►ession.  Last  year,  notwiibstand- 
ing  the  promises  made  during  the  session  that 
we  should  have   an    opportunity  of  oonsider- 
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ing  the  finADces,  we  got  to  the  last  three  days 
ot  Parliament  hefore  the  public- workn  appro- 
priations were  before  us,  and  we  had  no  en- 
jightenment  upon  them  as  we  should  have  had 
if  thej  bad  been  brought  before  the  Public 
Acooonts  Committee  and  sifted  by  it.  Sir,  at 
Home  the  Public  Aooouots  Committee  has  a 
diitinot  funocion  with  regard  to  the  Public 
Aocoants.  i  should  like  just  to  pat  it  oo  record, 
flpthat  we  may  understand  how  the  control  of 
(be  finances  is  slipping  away  from  us  as  com- 
pared wiih  the  Old  Country.  The  Committee 
of  Public  Accounts  at  Home  was  first  appointed 
in  1862,  for  the  examination  of  the  accounts — 

'*(a.)  Showing  the  appropriation  of  the  sums 
gnoted  by  Parliament  to  meet  the  public  ex- 
penditure, thus  givirg  the  House  of  Commons 
a  strict  control  with  respect  to  such  expendi- 
tOR,  at  curing  that  the  grants  by  Parliament 
an  applied  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  are 
intended,  and  reohecking  the  official  audit  under 
the  Exchequer  and  Au^it  Department  Acts." 

This  Committee  at  Home  sits  for  the  purpose 
ofinqoiring— (6)  **  into  the  causes  which  have 
led  to  exoesses  over  parliamentary  grants,  and, 
u  t^e  House  does  not  consider  demands  for 
cxeen  giants  until  they  have  received  a  report 

thereon  from  this  Committee,  care  is  taken 
tbat  tbe  Committee  meets  to  consider  them 
before  tbe  close  of  the  financial  year." 

And  eo  the  functions  of  the  Committee  are  to 
oeiciee  an  active  and  real  control  over  the 
pablic  finances  before  the  final  appropriations 
an  made  by  Parliament. 

Ur.  SEDDON.^At  Home  they  are  sitting 
til  the  year  round.     That  is  all  the  difference. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— What  I  was  trying  to 
Bake  clear  if  the  Premier  had  not  interrupted 
ne  was  that  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  at 
Home  have  to  report  to  Parliament  before  the 
final  appropriations  of  Parliament,  and  that 
therefore  there  must  be  ample  time  given  for 
their  inyestigations  ;  and,  further,  that  the 
•ppiopriation  accounts  are  before  tbe  Com- 
niitee  naturally  and  necessarily  as  laid  down 
in  the  order  of  the  constitution  of  the  Com- 
niUee,  and  not  only  on  reference  by  this  House 
tt  the  Government,  as  is  the  case  here. 

"As  a  matter  of  fact,  all  the  appropriation 
icooonts  are  before  the  Committee  for  their 
tzamioation,  but  it  is  the  pracica  of  the  Com- 
oiittee  to  give  their  attenti  jn  almost  entirely  to 
those  matters  to  which  it  is  cedhd  by  the  Con- 
tniUer  and  Auditor- General,  and  ic  is  usual  for 
the  Chairman  to  secure  the  attendance  only  of 
thoM  ac -ooniing  officers  who,  in  his  opinion, 
n»y  be  required." 

1  am  satisfied  we  shall  never  have  any  con- 
ttol  of  our  financart  until  we  have  a  really  effec- 
tive Public  Accounts  Committee  constituted, 
*od  aniil  the  estimates,  as  they  come  down, 
*n  referred  lo  it  and  reported  on  by  it  before 
this  House  is  asked  to  pa^is  the  Appropriation 
Bill.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  in  reference  to  what 
bll  from  the  leader  of  the  Oppc^ittou,  because 
I  cordially  agree  with  what  he  said :  he  put  it, 
indeed,  very  mildly.  If  I  had  my  way  business 
wottld  be  Slopped  absolutely  unless  the  general 
ttd  public-works  estimates  were  brought  down 


early,  and  the  finances  were  put  in  such  a 
position  that  we  should  really  resume  control 
of  them ;  and  the  sooner  we  do  that  the  better. 
To  say  it  is  the  fault  of  the  House  that  a  con- 
gesiion  of  business  takes  place  at  the  end  of  the 
se-siou — to  say  that  we  are  not  to  inquire  into 
things)  like  this  Marine  D'partm(*n&  scandal 
that  are  put  before  us  in  the  Address  of  His 
Excellency — is  all  nonsense.  We  ar -.'  paid  £240 
a  year  to  attend  here  as  long  as  the  business 
requires  us,  and  I  wish  to  say  that  at  the  end 
of  last  s°8sion  I  went  home  with  a  feeling  of 
humiliation  that  we  had  left  the  busineS'i  of  the 
country  untransacted.  Business  was  neglected 
and  muddled.  There  was,  for  inst-ince,  a 
question  affecting  abattoirs,  and  the  inspection 
of  slaughterhouses,  and  the  whole  question 
was  muddled  and  thrown  into  confusion  by  the 
putting  of  a  clause  which  belonged  to  one  Bill 
into  another  in  the  last  hours  of  the  session, 
and  with  no  consideration  by  this  House.  It 
was,  in  fsMst,  brought  down  from  another  place, 
and  hastily  pushed  through  the  House.  Hence 
there  is  going  to  be  endless  confusion,  and  pos- 
sibly injustice,  to  a  number  of  small  men  who 
are  transacting  the  bubiness  of  butchers  near 
the  large  towns.  Then,  when  the  Appropriation 
Bill  came  down  there  was  a  tack  on  it — a 
clause  that  ought  not  to  have  been  in  the 
Appropriation  Bill.  It  was  then  nearly  Sunday 
morning,  and  we  were  told  the  Upper  House 
was  waiting  for  the  Bill,  and  His  Excallenoy 
was  wanting  to  go  away,  and  that  the  Christ- 
church  races  and  Show  were  coming  on.  I  am 
prepared  to  sit  here  as  long  as  I  have  three  or 
four  men  to  sit  with  me,  but  no  such  thing  as 
a  tack  on  to  an  Appropriation  Bill  shall  be  done 
again.  I  wish  to  give  the  Government  due 
warning  of  that;  it  shall  not  be  done;  I  will 
rather  test  the  matter  by  a  division  on  every 
word  of  the  Bill.  I  hope  the  House  will  rise  to 
a  sense  of  its  responsibility  and  say  we  will 
have  the  estimates  brought  down  in  good  time, 
and  the  finances  of  the  colony  considered  pro- 
perly ;  and  if  they  do  not  come  down  sooner  it 
will  ba  only  the  later  we  shall  go  home,  and  we 
will  sit,  if  necessary,  to  the  last  day  of  the 
existence  of  Parliament,  which  we  are  paid  to 
do. 

Mr.  SEDDOK.— Sir,  we  have  had  an  interest- 
ing if  not  a  profitable  debate  this  afternoon.  I 
must  confess  that  I  was  pleased  with  the 
speech  delivered  by  the  lea  ler  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, and  if  we  continue  on  the  moderate  lines 
he  mentionei  I  feel  sure  good  work  will  be 
done  for  the  country.  But  I  munt  at  the 
same  time  say  this :  If  we  are  to  be  treated  to 
the  threats  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Bicoartou  I  am  afraid  we  shall  be  sitting 
here  next  Christmas,  and  then  not  have  very 
much  done.  It  will  be  found  that  on  this  side 
we  are  prepared  to  carry  on  business  on  legiti- 
mate and  constitutional  lines,  but  we  are  not 
prepared  to  allow  him  or  any  honourtiible  mem- 
ber or  section  of  the  Opposition  to  dictate  to 
us  how  the  public  business  is  to  be  conducted. 
I  give  him  fair  warning.  We  are  just  as  well 
prepared  to  meet  him  as  he  is  prepared  to 
meet  us.      At   the  same  time   I   am    willing 
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and  anxious  to  meet  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  in  having  business  conducted  to 
the  credit  and  profit  of  the  cclony.  Coming 
to  the  question  raised  b^  the  leader  of  the 
OppoE-ition  as  to  the  delay  in  calling  Parliament 
together,  this  year  circumstances  were  ex- 
ceptional. We  had  no  building  completed,  and 
I  do  not  know  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to 
have  carpenters  and  masons  and  plasterers  at 
work  continually  mixed  up  with  members  per- 
forming their  duties  as  members  of  Parliament. 
I  think  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  must  have 
forgotten  for  a  moment  the  circumstances  in 
which  we  were  placed.  It  took  the  whole  time 
to  get  the  buildings  completed  ;  in  fact,  as  the 
members  were  coming  in  the  workmen  were 
going  out.  How  was  it  possible,  therefore, 
under  the  circumstances,  to  call  Parliament 
together  earlier  ?    For  my  own  part,  I  should 

f  refer  Patliament  to  meet  a  Utile  earlier,  and 
have  said  so,  but  this  year  there  have  been 
exceptional  circumstances  in  respect  to  the 
parliamentary  buildings.  That  is  my  answer 
to  that. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— When  are  you  going 
to  meet  next  year  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  will  depend  on  the 
electors.  I  should  say  from  general  indications 
we  shall  meet  about  the  usual  time. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— I  do  not  think  so. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  so ;  though,  of  course, 
if  we  believe  the  prognostications  of  the  Oppo- 
sition party,  we  shall  meet,  no  doubt,  some- 
what earlier.    It  all  depends  on  the  electors. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— 21st  January. 

Mr.  BEDDON.— I  am  afraid  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  always  wrong  in  the  r6t»  of  a 
prophet.  I  do  not  forget  that  he  prophesied 
not  long  ago  that  China  was  the  coming  nation, 
and  would  be  the  nation  that  would  control 
the  world.  At  the  present  time,  in  the  face  of 
that  prophecy,  the  other  nations  are  subdividing 
China.  As  a  prophet  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  very  far  out. 

Captain  KUSSELL.— You  are  misquoting 
a  saying  of  twenty-four  years  ago. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  beg  your  pardon,  it  is 
quite  vivid  in  my  recollection.  There  is  an- 
other point  honourable  members  do  not  seem 
to  consider.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  honourable 
member  for  Kiccartou  at  what  time  and  at 
what  date  the  Public  Accounts  were  certified 
to  by  the  Audi  tor- General,  and  what  use  would 
there  be  in  Parliament  meeting  until  the 
Public  Accounts  were  certified  to.  I  say  it 
would  be  nonsensical  for  Parliament  to  meet 
until  the  accounts  are  certified,  and  when  was 
that?  Honourable  members  know  it  by  the 
Oasette  before  we  met. 

An  Hon.  Member. — In  May. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Very  well,  you  could  not 
accordingly  meet  till  the  end  of  May,  no 
matter  what  Government  is  in  power.  Well, 
we  are  meeting  a  month  later  than  probably 
honourable  members  would  like  to  meet.  But 
there  is  another  point.  Have  we  not  to 
take  into  consideration  the  convenience  of 
members  —  those  following  agricultural  pur- 
suits ?  When  is  the  grain  season  ?  In  some 
Mr,  Stddon 


parts  of  the  colony — in  Southland— it  is  Uto 
than  in  Canterbury,  and  the  carriage  of  grain 
in  the  grain  season  does  not  come  into  the 
financial  >ear.    I  therefore  say  that  memben 
already  make  a  great  sacrifice  in  the  iDteresti 
of  the  public  of  the  colony,  and  it  would  be 
asking  too  much  of  them  to  keep  them  sitdog 
till  November  and  to  bring  them  here  at  the 
beginning  of  May,  and,  for  my  part,  I  bait 
no  intention  of  doing  so.    We  must  consider 
the  convenience  of  members  and  the  oeonpa- 
tions  they  follow.     Honourable   members  oo 
the  other  side  are  constantly  saying  that  oer 
method  of  dealing  with  the  public  finaDcnii 
reprehensible.    I  say  that  we  are  following  tbi 
course  that  was  pursued  by  our  predecessor!. 
When  they  were  in  office  on  these  bencbei 
they  did  exactly  the  same — in  fact,  they  w«n 
worse  than  we  are ;  but,  if  there  is  any  oUmt 
system  that  can  be  devised,  I,  for  my  part,  am 
always  open  to  be  convinced  when  the  sog- 
gestion  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  oolonj. 
We  have  nothing  to  conceal,  nothing  to  keep 
back.    The  more  assistance  I  receive  in  fioaa- 
cial  matters  the  better  I  appreciate  it.    Nov. 
the  honourable  member  spoke  about  this  Coo- 
mittee.     I  know  about  the  Public  Aoooonti 
Committee  of   the   House  of    Commons,  but 
what  they  do  is  to  inquire  into  the  excea  of 
expenditure  over  the  appropriations.    That  i 
what  is  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee, and  what  does  that  mean  here  in  this 
colony  ?    It  means  that  by  legislation  wa  an 
only  entitled  to  have  an  excess  expenditure ofv 
appropriations  of  £100,000.    Well,  the  "  Uoao- 
thorised  "  Account  is  submitted  to  the  Boon 
itself.   The  "  Unauthorised  "  can  be,  and  will  be, 
submitted  to  the  Public  Accounts  Coromitteai 
and  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  here  csa 
deal  with  the  "  Unauthorised,"  which  is  praell- 
oally  the  same  method  by  which  the  Public  A^ 
counts  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commoni 
deals  with  the  excess  of  expenditure  over  app^^ 
priations.    The  honourable  member  sefini  to 
be,  like  Bip  Van  Winkle,  asleep.    He  does  not 
know  that  we  have  a  limit  in  our  expenditoz* 
over  appropriations  of  £100,000,  and  it  has  n<A 
been  known  f>ince  we  have  been  in  office  to  ex* 
ceed   that  £100,000.    So  far  from  the  Boon 
being  kept  in  the  dark  in  respect  to  the  exoeii 
of  expenditure  over  the  appropriations,  x&^' 
hers  have  all  information  placed  before  theis  i^ 
the  financial  tables  which  are  submitted  to  th« 
House,  80  that  there  is  really  nothing  in  ^ 
honourable  gentleman's  contention.    TheD,tf 
regards  the  action  taken  by  the  Oppositioo.  1 
say  I  never  find  fault  with  it.    Those  oostrM- 
ling  the  Opposition  and  the  Opposition  i^ 
have    their  own    method    of    warfare.   If^ 
pleases  them  to  obstruct  occasionally,  ^  ^ 
up  stonewalls  and  block  business  for  puipoi^ 
which  they  conceive    to    be    right,  I  oasD|^ 
select  how  they  are  to  fight.    The  leader  of  ib^ 
Opposition  said  he  would  never  let  ms  koow 
where  or  how  or  when  he  was  going  to  itivA 
the  blow.    Very  well ;  I  say  it  is  within  bn 
rights.    But,  Sir,  I  do  say  this :  Let  the  Oppo- 
sition take  the  responsibility  of  their  aetioo>< 
I  say,  first  of  all,  the  bringing-down  of  theFi* 
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naocial  Stfttemeot  last  year  was  blooked  by  a 
Do-ooofidence  motion,  aod  that  fact  barred  me 
from  keeping  my  promise  in  respect  to  the 
puUic-works  estimates.  I  say  the  Opposition 
booked  the  business  in  connection  with  the 
Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  and  I  did  not  know 
that  coarse  wonld  be  taken  when  I  made 
my  promise.  I  stated  that  it  would  de- 
pend on  the  course  of  business.  As  the 
Qoane  of  business  was  blocked  by  the  Op- 
poeition,  they  must  take  the  responsibility  of 
the  public- works  estimates  being  delayed,  and 
benoe  an  opportunity  not  being  given  to  honour- 
lUe  members  to  discuss  the  items.  Therefore, 
I  say,  do  not  fix  a  time  and  place  for  the  battle 
•nd  after  that  try  to  throw  the  responsibility 
OD  this  side  of  the  House.  I  wish  to  be  cour- 
teous to  members,  but  at  the  same  time  I  wish 
to  place  the  proper  position  before  the  House 
ud  the  country.  I  have  therefore  said  it  is 
Ml  for  me  to  find  fault ;  but  I  say,  having  taken 
ap  that  attitude,  and  fought  the  battle  on  those 
lioes,  it  is  unfair  to  attempt  to  throw  the  blame 
OB  khi«  side  of  the  House  for  blocking  business 
and  delaying  the  public-works  estimates  last 
7«ac.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  votes  under 
the  held  of  "Contingencies,"  I  have  stated  it 
is  our  desire  to  give  the  fullest  information. 
Then  was  nothing  whatever,  as  things  de- 
velopod  since,  to  prevent  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
poBitioD,  or  the  Opposition,  from  stating  that 
there  was  something  they  wanted  to  discover. 
If  they  had  only  indicated  to  me  what 
their  wish  was,  it  would  have  been  for  me 
to  have  given  them  Bgk  explanation,  and 
thne  to  have  saved  the  delay  that  took 
plaoe.  But  they  never  allowed  me  for  a 
i&oment  to  know  what  they  were  driving  at, 
hot  blocked  the  estimates  and  blocked  the 
work  of  the  House,  and  now  they  say  they  had 
ft  specific  object  in  so  doing.  I  say  it  would 
have  been  much  better  had  they  informed  me 
of  what  they  were  seeking  for,  and  I  should 
have  been  most  happy  to  have  obliged  them  by 
giTing  them  the  information.  Then,  again,  we 
tte  told  that  we  have  no  idea  as  to  the  nature 
oi  the  works  on  which  the  money  is  to  be  ex- 
ploded. I  say  we  have  that  knowledge.  I  say 
now,  and  members  do  not  seem  to  understand 
it,  that  we  closed  the  House  in  November  last. 
Well,  if  you  take  from  November  to  June  there 
ue  only  a  few  months  in  which  to  expend  the 
money ;  you  know  you  are  only  voting  money 
which  will  last  up  to  the  80th  June.  You 
hiew  how  the  money  was  being  spent  between 
the  diet  March  and  November,  when  we  passed 
the  appropriations,  and  to  say  that  there  is  any 
BdsQDderstanding,  or  that  Ministers  do  not  know 
how  the  money  is  being  spent,  is  simply  child- 
vh.  Every  member  of  the  House  knows  and 
my  member  of  the  House  was  pleased  with 
HM  votes,  and  1  believe  I  am  speaking  the 
niod  o(  99  per  cent,  of  those  here  when  I  say 
they  would  like  to  have  a  little  more  voted  and 
ft  little  more  spent.  Before  leaving  the  leader 
w  the  Opposition,  I  may  say  at  once  that 
when  we  bring  this  no-oonfidenoe  motion  to 
u  end,  then  we  shskll  have  to  proceed  in  the 
onioary  oourse,  and  in  the  ordinary  course  the 


Financial  Statement  will  be  brought  down. 
Without,  of  course,  having  our  finances  deter- 
mined we  cannot  possibly  bring  down  the 
Public  Works  Statement ;  we  must  have  flrsi 
the  finances  determined.  Proposals  will  be 
submitted  in  the  Financial  Statement  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  no  doubt  it  will 
take  a  fortnight  at  least  to  debate  the  State- 
ment. After  tha£  it  will  be  quite  simple  for 
the  Grovernment,  within  a  reasonable  time,  to 
go  on  with  the  public-works  estimates,  and,  on 
the  basis  of  supply-  granted,  so  to  limit  the 
expenditure ;  so  that  I  do  not  anticipate 
any  difficulty  whatever  in  respect  to  that 
question.  Now,  what  was  stated  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Christohurch  Oity 
(Mr.  Smith)  as  regards  Parliament  meet- 
ing in  May  when  Mr.  Saunders's  motion 
was  under  discussion  is  quite  true,  but  it  it 
grossly  unfair  to  me  to  say  that  I  have 
wilfully  broken  my  promise.  I  say,  at  the  time 
that  that  motion  was  on  the  alterations  to  the 
buildings  last  session  and  this  session  could 
not  possibly  have  been  anticipated,  and  the 
buildings  have  been  the  cause  of  the  delay. 
Then,  as  to  the  question  asked  by  the  member 
for  Ellesmere,  as  to  whether  any  debenture! 
under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  have  been 
issued  with  a  percentage  of  over  8),  the  answer 
is  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber will  find  when  the  Public  Accounts  oome 
down  the  amounts  and  numbers.  Then  I 
oome  to  this  question  in  reference  to  the 
Auditor-Gteneral,  and  I  rather  contain  myself, 
because  I  have  no  desire  to  be  aggressive,  and 
I  have  no  desire  to  cast  reflections  upon  any 
officers  of  the  Qovernment,  whether  parlia- 
mentary officers  or  otherwise.  But  what 
I  complain  of,  and  I  say  it  with  a  due 
sense  of  responsibility,  is  that  the  Auditor- 
General  knew — he  must  have  known — about 
these  two  vouchers  of  £900  paid  to  the 
Dunedin  Technical  School  and  the  £1,500 
paid  to  the  Wellington  Education  Board.  He 
knew  of  it  because  attention  was  directed  to  it 
at  the  time  the  amendment  came  before  the 
House ;  and  I  say  here — and  there  are  members 
who  will  bear  me  out — that  when  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  vote  for  technical  education  was 
before  the  Committee — the  day  before  I  men- 
tioned it,  when  the  amendment  was  placed  on 
the  Order  Paper— I  said,  *' I  hope  members 
will  bear  in  mind  in  striking  it  out  that  there 
have  been  some  moneys  already  paid,"  and 
that  was  this  £2,000  odd.  Very  well.  It  seems 
to  me  that  members  are  not  aware  that  the 
Government  has  power,  without  taking  a  vote 
of  the  House,  to  pay  these  moneys  out  of  "  Un- 
authorised." Therefore  I  say  that  the  Con- 
troller and  Auditor -General  was  remiss.  He 
ought,  before  the  financial  year  closed,  either 
to  have  insisted  upon  the  Treasury  charging 
these  two  payments  to  **  Unauthorised,"  or  to 
have  insisted  on  the  Government  getting  the 
money  back  from  the  Wellington  Education 
Board  and  the  Dunedin  Technical  School  autho- 
rities. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbkb.— Did  he  not  do  that  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON. — No;  he  never  called  upon  uv 
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to  get  the  money  back,  so  far  as  I  know.  He 
lost  sight  of  that  £2»000  prior  to  the  time  the 
Publio  AccoiintH  were  closed.  He  lost  sight  of 
another  £2,000,  over  which  the  Government 
had  no  control ;  and  I  say  that  if  he  had  called 
my  attention  to  ihe  matter  immediately  be/ore 
the  accounts  were  closed  I  would  have  put  it 
right. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — You  are  the  wrong  sort. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  for 
Palmerston  does  not  help  anybody  whose  case 
he  tftkes  up.  He  takes  a  case  up  in  such  a  way 
as  to  excite  suppioion,  and  he  has  injured  the 
Controller  and  Auditor-General  more  than  the 
Government  has.  fiut  what  I  say  in  reference 
to  this  question  is  this :  I  believe  that,  in  all 
probability,  had  the  late  Secretary  for  Educa- 
tion, Mr.  Habens,  lived,  these  accounts  would 
have  been  charged  to  the  *'  unauthorised  expen- 
diture." The  voucher  would  have  been  returned, 
and  the  Treasury's  attention  would  have  been 
calhd  to  it,  and  I  should  have  done  what  the 
ContioU.r  and  Auditor-General  requested.  I 
say  that  the  voucner  was  for  ssme  time  lost 
sight  of  altogether,  and  if  the  OontroUer  and 
Auditor-General  had  done  his  duty  he  should 
have  callrd  upon  me  to  make  the  payments  out 
of  **  Unauthorised,"  or  else  he  should  have  called 
upon  me  to  demand  that  money  back.  I  think 
it  only  right,  when  these  remarks  are  made, 
that  I  should,  at  all  events,  clear  myself,  and 
I  think  the  Auditor-General,  in  putting  on  that 
tag,  should  have  said  that  £i900  dad  l^en  paid 
to  the  Dunedin  Technicsl  School  out  of  Im- 
prest, and  £1,500  to  the  Wellington  Board  of 
£iducation.*  If  the  particulars  haid  been  given, 
1,  for  my  part,  would  not  have  objected  to  it 
at  all.  By  putting  on  a  tag  like  that,  with 
no  information  as  to  whom  the  money  was 
paid  to,  and  with  the  strong  feeling  that  exists 
respecting  the  technical  -  education  question, 
it  might  have  been  inferred  that  the  money 
had  been  paid  by  me  in  defiance  of  Parliament, 
and  had  gone  in  the  direction  of  aiding  private 
schools.  That  is  why  I  am  impelled  to  speak 
feelingly  on  this  question.  If  the  attention  of 
the  Government  had  been  called  to  that  £2,000 
not  having  been  accounted  for,  there  would 
have  been  no  necessity  for  the  tag,  beoause 
all  I  should  have  required  to  have  done  was  to 
have  minuted  on  the  papers,  '*  Charge  to  Un- 
author  sed,')  and  signed  **  R.  J.  S." 

Mr.  ERASER  (Wakatipu).— Will  the  Premier 
kindly  answer  my  question  about  the  £500,000 
loan? 

Mr.  SEDDON.—The  honourable  gentleman 
asked  how  much  of  the  halt-million  loan  was 
credited  last  year  to  the  Public  Works  Fund. 
About  £105,000  was  credited.  I  move  the 
second  reading  of  the  BiU. 

Bill  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY :  NO  CONFIDENCE. 

.yOQ         Mr.  McGOWAN    (Thamee).— Sir,  I 

have  listened  to  a  good  many  votes  of 

want  of  coufidence    in   this   House,   but   the 

most  frivoious  of  all,  I  think,  is  the  one  we  are 

discuHsing  to-night — the  amendment' proposed 

by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.    I  noticed,  Sir, 

Mr,  Seddon 


that  in  discussing  that  amendment  he  intro- 
duced the  policy  of  the  party  of  which  he  is 
leader.  But,  Sir,  has  that  honoorable  gentle- 
man or  his  party  ever  ch&Uenged  the  policy  of 
the  present  Government?  Their  attempts  to 
influence  the  public  of  New  Zealand  have  been 
entirely  upon  small  questions  which  should  be 
beneath  them  to  bring  before  the  country  at  a 
reason  for  unseating  the  present  holders  of  the 
Government  benches.  All  they  appear  to  be 
able  to  occasionally  do  is  to  find  out  what  they 
term  a  "  scandal,"  or  what  they  term  an 
*'  abuse."  Sir,  if  they  should  ever  get  on  this 
side  of  the  House  they  would  lequire  to 
establish  a  portfolio  fur  abuses,  and  I  think 
the  honourable  membor  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Mackenzie)  would  worthily  fill  that  position,  he 
having  consistently  abused  every  Government 
that  has  occupied  these  benches.  I  beg,  Sir, 
to  compliment  the  mover  and  the  seconder 
of  the  Address  upon  the  speeches  they  have 
delivered,  and  also  those  who  have  followed 
them  ;  but,  in  referring  to  the  remarks  of  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  where  he  blamei 
this  party  for  **  jumping  "  what  he  calls  the 
claim  of  his  party,  in  what  respect  has  that 
ever  yet  been  done?  Tne  honourable  gentle- 
man has  stumped  the  country — he  even  paid 
my  district  the  honour  of  a  visit,  and  all  that 
he  could  see  to  find  fault  with  there  was  the 
management  of  the  railways— and  this  state- 
ment is  generally  URed  throughout  districts 
where  there  is  very  little  railway-travelling.  It 
is  in  these  places  nUit  the  honourable  gentle- 
man BO  stronglv  denoimoes  the  management  of 
the  railways ;  but  the  fiublic  of  New  Zealand 
are  perfectly  conversant  with  the  advantages 
they  have  derived  since  the  Government  has 
taken  them  in  charge  as  compared  with  the 
management  under  the  Commissioners.  He 
also  made  another  statement  that  would  re- 
quire  proof  before  it  would  be  believed  by  tbe 
people  of  New  Zealand,  in  which  he  said  that 
under  his  party  wages  were  higher  and  ihe 
prosperity  of  the  workers  more  assured.  Saeh 
a  statement  as  that,  made  after  seven  or  eigbi 
years  of  Liberal  administration,  requires,  I 
think,  more  than  mere  assertion,  even  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  in  order  to  convinoe 
the  people  that  such  is  the  fact,  beoause  we 
know  from  the  returns  that  the  wages  of  the 
workers  are  higher  at  the  present  moment 
than  they  were  during  any  oiher  period.  I 
do  not  wish  to  refer  to  Major  Atkinson's  riginu^ 
when  workers  happened  to  be  out  of  work 
and  the  Opposition  offered  them  2s.  6d.  or  3s.  a 
day.  Sir,  the  method  established  by  the  pre- 
sent Government  lo  relieve  the  congested  state 
of  the  labour-market  is  both  a  wise  and  humane 
method.  It  enables  those  who  can  do  a  fair 
day's  work  to  receive  fair  wages,  and  those  who 
are  not  so  well  able  to  work  to  receive  a  fait 
amount  for  the  work  done.  It  does  not  penaiiM 
the  man  who  is  past  his  labour,  nor  those  who 
are  less  able  to  work  than  the  young  and 
strong.  Under  the  co-operative  system  they 
are  able  to  receive  the  fair  value  of  their  laboar. 
The  only  question  open  to  dispute  is  whether 
the  engineer  fnakes  a  fair  estimate  of  the  cost 
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of  Ibe  work  to  be  done  and  the  current  wages 
cnliug  in  the  district.     And  if  he  does  so,  then 
il  follows  that  the  payment  for  this  work  is 
Qpon  a  fair  bflksis.    Reference  was  also  made  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  the  rates  of  in- 
terest, and  a  statement  has  been  made  which, 
Although  it  has  been  refuted  over  and  over 
lgain,may,  by  reason  of  constant  repetition,  be 
to  gome  extent  believed.    It  is  that  the  action 
of  the  Qovemment  in  regard  to  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Act  was  not  a  factor  in  bringing  down 
titt  rate  of  interest  in  New   Zealand.     I  do 
not  wish  to  repeat  what   has   been    already 
nid  by  other   members,    bat    I    shall    just 
gira  one  argument  in  proof  of  the  fact  that 
the  AdTanoes  to  Settlers   Act  had  the   effect 
of  ledacing  the  rates  of  interest.    I  do  not 
lay  it  was    the    only    factor,    as,   no  doubt, 
the  plenitude  of  money  had  a  certain  effect. 
Bat  one  proof  that  that  Act  did  tend  to  reduce 
the  rate  of  interest  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  70  per  cent,  of  the  advances  was  used  to 
pay  ofi  old  mortgages,  and  they  would  not  be 
anxious   to    go    to    the   expense    of    a  fresh 
moctgage    if   they    received    reasonable    oon- 
ndetation  from  a  private  mortgagee  by  a  re- 
dockion  of  interest.    Then  we  come  to  another 
qneition  referred  to  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
loaa,  and  that  is  the  Old-age  Pensions  Act ; 
Hid  I  shall  very  shortly  say  a  word  or  two  with 
ngaid  to  that  Act.    The  statement  has  been 
made  from  the  Opposition  benches  that,  if  this 
Aet  was  passed,  the  recipients  would  consume 
it,  in  6ome  oases,  in  drink,  and,  in  fact,  that 
the  undeserving   would  receive    the    greatest 
benefit  from  it ;  also,  that  the  colony  could  not 
ataod  the  cost,  and   that    the  Act  ought  to 
Apply  universally.      Now,   in    regard    to  the 
colony  not  being   able  co  stand  the  cost,    I 
should    like    the    House    to    consider    this 
fact    for   a    moment :    lu    all    British   com- 
maaities  we  recognise   the  fact  that  a  man 
mut  live,  and,  if  we  take  that  as  foundation,  we 
find  that  every  person  must  live  either  by  his 
own  exertions,  by  the  exertions  of  his  frieuds, 
or  at  the  cost  of  the  State.     With  regard  to 
^  cost  to  the  State  under  the  Old-age  Pen- 
aiooa  Aot,  though  these  people  may  receive  a 
•oflioient  dole  to  make   them,    at    any  rate, 
independent  of  charity,  the  position  so  far  as 
the  State  is  concerned  is    chat   there  is  no 
freater  consumption  of  its  wealth  than  before 
the  pension  was  granted.     That  is  how  this 
question  should  be  considered.      And,  again, 
the  money  these  people  receive  is  at  once  put 
in  oircalation,  and  comes  back  again  in   the 
thape  of  duty   on    the  goods    purohsksed.     It 
is  imlike   the  charitable- aid   system   in    that 
Kspect,  for  if  we  examine  that  system  we  find 
that,  where  a  Charitable  Aid  Board  has  to  spend 
ft  large  amount  in  relief  of  the  destitute,  they 
Ittve  to  let  the  supplying  of  these  necessaries 
to  indigent  people  out  by  contract,  and  it  fre- 
qoently  happens  that  the  individual  who  re- 
ceives the  contract  has  been   making  a  very 
fine  thing   out   of    it.     And   whom  has    he 
1>cen  making  that   out   of?       Certainly    the 
State.    I  think,  Sir,  this  Act  is  one  of    the 
most  beneficent  measures  passed  by  any  Qo- 

voi».  gvi  -18. 


vernment.  It  may  be  said  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  sentiment  in  it.  Well,  I  admit  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  sentiment  in  connection  with  it ; 
but  I  say  we  cannot  carry  out  any  great  work 
without  a  certain  amount  of  sentiment.  I 
need  only  refer  to  the  feeling  which  was 
aroused  in  our  people  during  the  Samoan 
trouble,  when  our  own  Volunteers  were  pre- 
pared to  go  and  risk  their  lives  in  the  service 
of  the  Mother-country.  That  is  all  sentiment, 
I  admit ;  and  it  is  also  noble  sentiment  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand  to  feel  that 
they  should  support  those  who  through  mis- 
fortune may  have  been  beaten  in  the  battle  of 
life.  The  honourable  gentleman  also  referred 
to  the  tariff  now  in  force,  and  I  would  like  to 
say  a  word  or  two  about  that  matter.  When 
Major  Atkinson  was  Premier,  in  1888,  he  brought 
in  a  tariff,  the  result  of  which  was  that  he  in- 
creased the  burdens  of  the  people  to  the  extent 
of  £118,000  per  annum. 

Hon.  Mevbbbs. — More  than  that. 

Mr.  McGOWAN. — I  know  the  proposed  in- 
crease was  larger  than  that,  but  that  sum  was 
the  actual  increaHc  for  the  year.  Let  us  com- 
pare that  with  the  result  of  the  tariff  brought 
in  by  the  present  Govornment,  which  reduoed 
the  taxation  and  eased  the  burdens  of  the 
people  by  no  less  a  sum  than  £97,000 ;  and, 
while  this  great  saving  was  effected  through 
the  reductions  in  the  tariff,  it  has  to  be  re- 
membered that  the  total  amount  receivable 
under  the  consolidated  revenue  was  increased 
— through  the  incidence  of  the  taxation  the 
burden  was  put  on  the  shoulders  of  those  who 
were  best  able  to  bear  it,  the  workers  being 
relieved  to  the  amount  as  stated.  Then,  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie)  referred  to  the  wasteful  extravagance 
of  the  Government,  and  said  that  it  his 
party  were  in  power  they  would  administer 
the  affairs  of  the  colony  with  economy,  and  he 
himself  proposed  somethiug  like  a  programme 
for  the  party,  seeing  that  his  leader  had  not 
done  so.  Regarding  Captain  Russell  and  the 
statement  he  made  that  it  was  not  the 
duty  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  to  pro- 
pound a  policy,  I  would  like  to  say  that,  to 
some  extent,  he  makes  a  mistake  in  that 
matter.  He  would  be  perfectly  right  in  this 
House,  while  in  session,  to  refuse  to  disclose 
the  policy  of  the  Opposition  until  his  party 
gets  on  to  the  Government  benches  ;  but  when 
Captain  Russell,  or  any  other  member  of  the 
Opposition,  goes  to  the  country  it  becomes  a 
different  matter.  It  is  an  insult  to  the  people 
to  say  that  they  have  no  policy,  and  that  they 
must  be  on  the  Government  benches  before  they 
disclose  it.  It  is  due  to  the  electors  that  any 
party  going  before  the  country  should  declare 
their  policy — the  policy  by  which  they  intend 
to  rule  the  destinies  of  the  country.  I  think, 
then,  that  in  that  respect  Captain  Russell 
was  wrong.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  also  condemned 
the  practice  of  using  a  portion  of  the  surplus 
for  constructing  roads  and  bridges,  and  at  the 
same  time  he  advocated  the  construction  of 
roads  and  bridges.     Well,  if  he  advocates  the 
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construotion  of  roads  and  bridges,  and  at  the 
same  time  wishes  to  go  on  economically,  and  is 
not  prepared  to  borrow,  where  are  we  to  get  the 
money  for  roads  and  bridges  ?  The  member  for 
Patea  gave  an  indication  as  to  where  be  would 
get  the  money  for  the  roads  and  bridges— from 
tbe  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  colony.  He  pro- 
poses to  use  that  money  in  the  construction  of 
loads  and  bridges  to  open  up  the  country.  He 
would  sell  the  land  to  the  people  who  were  able 
to  buy  it,  and  he  would  afterwards  increase  the 
value  of  the  lands  he  had  sold  by  constructing 
the  roads  and  bridges  and  making  the  fat  man 
fatter  and  the  rich  man  richer.  How  is  the 
poor  man  to  get  on  to  the  land  under  such  con- 
ditions ?  It  seems  to  me,  then,  the  policy  of 
the  present  Qovernment  is  very  much  superior 
to  the  policy  sketched  out  by  the  honourable 
gentleman.  Several  speakers  have  referred  to 
the  necessity  of  improvement  in  our  railway- 
carriages,  and  so  forth.  Well,  of  course,  all 
these  things  can  be  done  with  money,  but  it  is 
impossible  to  carry  them  out  unless  the  House  is 
prepared  to  give  to  the  Minister  in  charge 
funds  for  the  purpose.  Reference  was  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Tuapeka  to  the 
Mining  Act.  He  considers  we  have  made  some 
great  mistakes  in  it,  but  I  think  he  has  not 
read  the  Act  earefully,  or  he  would  find  the 
mistakes  are  not  so  much  in  the  Act  as  in  tbe 
regulations.  I  am  prepared  to  admit,  myself, 
that  the  regulations  are  exceedingly  harsh  in 
some  cases,  and,  although  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  tbat  under  such  Acts  as  the  Mining 
Act  and  the  Land  Act  there  should  be  regula- 
tions, I  think  it  is  necessary  tbat  those  regula- 
tions should  come  before  the  House  and  the 
Goldfields  Committee,  in  order  that  they  might 
be  considered.  That  has  been  provided  for  in 
the  present  Act.  The  advance  that  ban  been 
made  in  the  mining  industry  in  the  last  twenty 
years  makes  it  evident  that  the  law  and  the 
regulations  that  were  applicable  in  those  days 
are  not  applicable  now,  because  in  these  da\  s 
we  have  new  systems  of  getting  the  gold^ 
dredging,  sluicing,  and  so  forth.  The  dredg- 
ing in  the  South  Island  is  a  most  extensive 
industry,  and  it  is  the  kind  of  industry  that 
the  Government  should  foster  in  every  way 
possible.  The  present  Government,  with  all 
its  faults — and  I  admit  it  has  some — is  the 
best  Government  we  have  ever  had  for  the 
mining  industry,  for  the  Minister  in  charge 
is  a  man  with  some  particular  knowledge  of 
the  matter ;  and,  in  addition,  the  Government 
have  had  a  sympathy  in  that  direction,  the 
result  being  that  the  encouragement  given  to 
mining  in  every  direction  has  had  the  effect 
of  giving  such  a  fillip  to  mining  as  we 
have  not  experienced  since  the  discovery  in 
the  early  days  of  gold  in  the  North  and 
South  Islands.  We  had  a  "boom"  in  the 
northern  goldfields,  and  advantage  was  taken 
of  it  by  a  great  many  people  to  prospect 
country  that  had  not  been  previously  pro- 
spected ;  and  the  Government,  in  order  to 
encourage  the  development  of  the  industry, 
gave  certain  assistance,  the  benefit  of  which 
has  been  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  money 
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has  been  returned  not  only  fourfold,  but  I 
might  say  a  hundredfold,  to  the  colony.  Th» 
House  may  depend,  then,  that  any  assistance- 
given  to  the  gold -mining  will  repay  itself.  It 
has  always  done  so  hitherto,  and  I  believe  it 
will  continue  to  do  so.  In  regard  to  the  regu- 
lations, the  difficulty  has  been  in  the  way  of 
pegging  out  new  claims.  It  would  be  absolutely 
impossible  for  men  to  follow  the  regulations 
in  broken  country,  the  result  of  which  is  that 
they  will  have  to  be  altered.  I  hope,  however^ 
to  see  the  Government  do  more  in  the  way  of 
opening  up  roads  and  bridges,  and  in  nuuay 
cases  cutting  trackp,  so  that  prospectors  may 
go  out  and  develop  the  mineral  resooroes  we 
undoubtedly  have  in  our  country.  The  pro- 
sperity of  a  country  is  greatly  aided  by  tbe 
government  of  that  country.  I  do  not  say 
tbat  the  prosperity  of  a  colony  is  entirely 
owing  to  its  government,  but  a  bad  form  of 
government  will  destroy  a  good  colony.  We 
know  that  from  the  history  of  other  colonies. 
We  know  it  from  the  case  of  tbe  Spanish  and 
Italian  colonies.  In  those  cases  the  lands  were 
good  and  fertile,  but  they  were  injured  by  had 
government,  and  such  would  be  tbe  case  in 
New  Zealand  under  bad  government.  But  the 
fact  is  that  this  Government  has  sMsted  like  a 
prudent  business-man,  who  takes  advantage  of 
the  opportunities  tbat  arise  in  order  to  increase 
or  improve  his  business.  So  this  Govcmmeot 
are  taking  into  consideration  the  prosperity  of 
the  country,  and  fostering  every  industry  tbat 
has  been  started  and  that  has  an  opportunity 
for  development.  This  Government,  by  thttr 
timely  aid,  has  greatly  furthered  and  is  sUll 
advancing  the  prosperity  uf  the  colony.  I  will 
refer  now  for  a  moment  to  the  Governor's 
Speech : — 

'*  Certain  allegations  have  been  made  as  to 
the  conditions  under  which  marine  officecB* 
certificates  have  been  obtained,  and  the  manner 
in  which  examinations  therefor  have  been  con- 
ducted. It  has  been  deemed  advisable  that  a 
full  and  complete  investigation  should  take 
place,  and  for  that  purpose  a  Boyal  Commis- 
sion has  been  appointed." 

And  to  that.  Sir,  the  amendment  is  proposed, 
and  honourable  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
House  are  all  prepared  to  say  it  is  a  wrong 
thing  which  the  Government  have  done,  and 
that  we  should  set  up  a  Conunittee  of  tbift 
House  to  make  inquiry  into  the  question.  But 
there  is  not  a  member  of  the  House  who  will 
deny  that,  if  the  proposal  for  a  parliamentary 
Committee  had  been  made,  it  would  have  been 
said  that  it  would  be  of  no  use  setting  un 
a  Committee,  because  the  Government  woura 
have  a  majority — it  would  be  a  party  Com* 
mittee,  and  the  report  would  be  worth  nothing. 
This  is  a  case,  so  far  as  the  Opjposition  are  con- 
cerned, of  the  Government  being  unable  to  do 
right,  no  matter  what  they  do  or  propose.  That 
is  what  they  wish  the  public  to  believe,  at  any 
rate.  I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into  the  question 
itself.  I  very  much  admire  the  attitude  taken 
up  by  the  honourable  member  for  Mataurir— 
that  it  is  time  enough  to  discuss  the  questian 
when   the   report  of  the  Commission  eomaf 
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before  us.  Proof  of  the  good  work  done  by  the 
Liberal  GovernmeDt,  and  the  facilities  they 
bave  given  to  trade  and  commerce  and  the  in- 
dustries of  the  country,  iR  afforded  by  the  fact 
that  the  revenue  has  increased  from  the  three 
main  sources — railways,  Customs,  and  excise. 
The  increase  on  these  three  main  items  of 
revenue  is  proof  positive  of  the  prosperity  of 
the  oountry,  because  these  would  be  the  very 
items  which  would  be  most  sensitive  in  a  period 
of  depressioD,  and  would,  in  the  event  of  the 
retrogression  of  the  country,  show  very  quickly 
a  falling-off.    Then,  it  is  stated  : — 

"Doubts  exist  respecting  the  equality  of 
sacrifice  as  between  direct  and  indirect  taxa- 
tioo.  Inquiries  will  be  made,  and,  if  it  is  found 
that  inequalities  exist,  and  that  adjustment  is 
iieceasary,  my  Advisers  are  of  opinion  that  such 
adjastmeut  should  be  in  the  direction  of  reduc- 
ing the  duties  on  the  necessaries  of  life." 

How,  Sir,  the  position  I  take  up  in  regard  to 
this  matter  is  that,  up  to  a  certain  point,  the 
Govemment,  or  any  (Government,  are  justi&ed, 
whenever  they  have  a  surplus,  in  using  that 
iuzdIqs  in  the  construction  of  roads  and 
$68,  because  these  are  the  works  that  still 
ler  benefit  the  country.  But  if  the  sur- 
plus increases  from  year  to  year,  as  it  is  likely 
to  do  under  Liberal  rule,  then,  I  say,  an  ease- 
oent  should  take  place  in  regard  to  the  duties 
on  the  necessaries  of  life.  I  have  stated  that 
before,  and  I  am  still  of  the  same  opinion — that 
if  we  find  the  colony  is  in  such  a  prosperous 
state  that  from  year  to  year  we  have  an  in- 
creasing surplus,  then  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  to  devote  a  portion  of  that 
sorplns  to  the  reduction  of  taxation,  and  that 
reduction  should  be  on  the  necessaries  of  life, 
or  towards  those  things  that  are  needed  for  the 
development  of  our  industries  and  the  produc- 
tion of  wealth.  The  Speech  goes  on  :  "  The  de- 
rncnd  for  land  continues,  and  one  of  the  urgent 
requirements  for  settlement  is  the  completion 
of  roads  in  the  back  blocks."  In  regard  to  the 
demand  for  land,  I  think  very  much  more  at- 
tention has  been  given  to  that  demand  in  the 
South  Island  than  has  been  given  to,  at  any 
rate,  the  portion  of  the  colony  north  of  Tara- 
oaki ;  and  I  think  it  is  time  that  the  Govern- 
ment paid  attention  to  the  wants  of  the  people 
in  the  North  in  regard  to  land-settlement,  be- 
fttose,  although  gold-mining  may  be  the  main 
industry  in  parts  of  the  North,  let  me  tell  this 
House  that  there  is  a  very  large  number  of 
People  who  are  anxious  to  settle  on  the  land. 
Whenever  people  make  a  little  money  or  acquire 
ft  competency  out  of  gold-mining  they  are  de- 
nzouB  of  obtaining  land  in  order  to  settle  on  it. 
^  I  hope  the  Government  will  give  every 
^ty  to  them  in  that  direction,  for,  after  all, 
the  mining  occupation  is  a  dangerous  one  to 
lite,  and  men  who  follow  it  are  not  so  likely  to 
live  to  a  very  great  age.  I  think  it  would  be 
only  right  and  proper,  therefore,  for  the  Govern- 
BAfint  to  devote  a  little  more  attention  to  pro- 
jHung  Uud  for  settlement  in  gold-mining  dis- 
^nots,  for  that  attention  has  not  been  given  to 
HUB  matter  that  should  have  been  given .  Then , 
we  have  the  statement : — 


"  A  Bill  for  insuring  fair  wages  and  reason- 
able working-hours  in  connection  with  con- 
tracts for  public  works  entered  into  by  the 
Government  or  by  local  bodies  will  be  sub- 
mitted for  your  consideration." 

Well,  Sir,  this  is  one  of  those  difficult  ques- 
tions which,  no  matter  what  Government  takes 
it  in  hand,  in  an  exceedingly  dangerous  one  to 
deal  with.  The  danger  arises  when  the  demand 
for  the  employment  of  labour  is  interfered  with. 
That  is  where  the  danger  comes  in.  The  hours 
of  labour  form  a  different  subiect,  and  are  not  so 
very  difficult  of  adjustment,  but  the  question  of 
supply  and  demand  must  always  have  a  certain 
influence  on  the  employment  of  labour.  And 
here  I  may  say,  while  dealing  with  this  labour 
question,  that,  though  we  have  had  excellent 
results  from  the  working  of  the  Oonciliation 
and  Arbitration  Act,  there  is  a  defect  with 
regard  to  the  operation  of  that  measure,  and  it 
is  this  :  that  it  is  too  easily  brought  into  opera- 
tion. The  Act,  instead  of  being  used,  as  ic  was 
ir^ended  by  its  promoters,  in  the  direction  of 
effecting  good  results,  has  been  used  by  un- 
principled men  for  their  own  ends.  What  I 
mean  is  this:  There  are  men  who  go  from 
place  to  place  and  stir  up  trouble  and  ill- 
feeling  amongst  the  employes,  who  previously 
may  have  been  well  pleased  and  quite  satis- 
fied with  the  wages  they  were  receiving. 
That  I  look  upon  as  a  most  reprehensible 
practice,  and  provision  should  bo  made  to  pre- 
vent a  continuance  of  such  a  practice  as  men 
going  from  one  district  to  another  for  the 
purposes  of  agitation,  when  the  workmen  them- 
selves, perhaps,  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
wages  they  receive.  It  is  this  that  makes  the 
Act  unpopular  with  employers,  and  it  is  bound 
to  continue  unpopular  if  used  in  this  mskuner. 
I  think  great  care  should  be  taken  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  should  not  be  brought 
into  operation  except  in  the  case  of  genuine 
grievances  complained  of  by  the  men  engaged 
in  a  particular  industry.  It  is  altogether 
wrong  that  men  from  another  district,  who 
think  they  have  the  gift  of  fluent  speech^ 
should  go  amongst  workmen  and  endeavour  to 
prove  that  these  workmen  are  unfairly  dealt 
with,  with  the  result  that  employers  are  often 
called  into  the  Arbitration  Court ;  whereas, 
without  the  presence  of  these  agitators,  they 
would  never  be  called  before  the  Court  at  all. 
I  mention  this  matter  for  the  reason  that  it 
is  one  that  has  created  ill-feeling  throughout 
the  community,  and  this  ill-feeling  is  more 
likely  to  do  injury  to  the  workers  themselves 
than  otherwise.    Then,  it  is  stated  : — 

**  A  Bill  will  be  introduced  amending  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Act  in  the  direction  of 
reducing  the  rate  of  interest,  and  extending 
the  operation  of  the  Act  to  urban  and  suburban 
lands." 

I  consider  that  proposal  is  a  proper  one. 
There  can  be  no  logical  reason  why  settlers  in 
the  out- districts  should  be  enabled  to  borrow 
money  at  a  cheap  rate  of  interest  while  those 
occupiers  of  urban  and  suburban  lands,  afford- 
ing security  equally  permanent  to  that  of 
oountry  land,  are  not  given  the  opportunity  to 
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get  the  benefit  of  this  cheap  money.  We  know 
that  ocoapiers  of  urban  and  suburban  lands 
have,  since  the  coming  into  operation  of  this 
Act,  bad  to  pay  a  very  much  higher  rate  of 
interest  on  mortgages  than  they  would  have 
had  to  pay  under  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Act,  and  in  that  respect  it  is  time  that 
some  alteration  by  way  of  extending  the 
benefit  of  this  Act  to  these  people  should  be 
made.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  House  or  to  repeat  anything  that  has  been 
said  before,  but  I  wish  to  emphasize  what  I 
said  at  the  commencement  of  my  remarks — 
that  the  whole  of  the  votes  of  no- confidence 
that  have  been  moved  in  this  House  during  the 
Liberal  Government's  term  appear  to  me  to  be 
on  merely  insignificant  i^uestions.     Now,  Sir, 

QQ  when  the  Opposition  can  only  find 
these  smnll  insignificant  quesiions  to 
move  votes  of  no-confidence  on,  I  say  a  Govern- 
ment in  that  position  must,  at  any  rate,  have 
many  good  points,  and  I  think  it  will  be  some 
considerable  time  before  the  country  is  pm- 
pared  to  agree  with  the  Opposition,  and  say  the 
Government  should  not  have  the  confidence  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON  (Clutha).-Sir,  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  now  re- 
sumed his  seat  began  his  speech  by  saying  that 
it  was  alwayn  on  small  matters  that  the  Opposi- 
tion attacked  the  Government;  and  this  seems 
to  have  so  taken  possession  of  his  mind  that 
just  before  sitting  down  he  repeated  it.  Now, 
I  would  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  whether 
this  is  a  small  matter.  To  my  mind  it  is  not 
by  any  means  a  small  matter.  The  honour 
of  the  Government,  the  honour  especially  of 
the  Premier  and  the  Minister  of  Marine,  is 
intimately  bound  up  with  it.  I  therefore  con- 
sider that  the  question  is  one  of  great  import- 
ance. Surely  it  is  of  importance  that  our 
public  men,  members  of  this  House,  and 
especially  members  of  the  Government,  should 
be,  as  it  were,  a'love  and  beyond  suspicion. 
But  with  such  things  as  this  before  us  it 
cannot  be  said  that  ibis  is  the  case.  The 
honourable  gentleman  made  this  remark  also  : 
that  byand-by  we  would  require  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown  whoso  special  business  would  be  to 
deal  with  scandal:?.  That  means  that  we  have 
many  scandals  in  this  House — that,  in  fact, 
the  Government  which  he  supports  is  a  scan- 
dalous Government,  or,  at  all  events,  a  Go- 
vernment with  whi^Fe  existence  scandal  is 
much  mixed  up.  The  honourable  gentleman 
began  to  speak  about  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  and  I  understood  him  to  mean  that 
the  country  is  much  more  prosperous  now 
than  it  was  a  few  years  ago,  and  this  is  the 
burden  of  the  song  the  Premier  has  been 
singing  all  over  the  country  of  late. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No,  I  do  not  sing  anything 
except  my  favourite  song,  ''The  Wearing  of  the 
Gi6en." 

Mr."  J.  W.  THOMSON.— You  can  do  that 
very  well,  Sir.  I  have  heard  you  sing  *'  The 
Wearing  of  the  Green  "  myself,  and  I  hope  to 
bear  you  sing  it  again.  There  is  a  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  House  to  exaggerate  the 
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prosperity  of  the  country.    It  is  true  there  are 
some  things  that  indicate   that  the  ooontrj 
is  prosperous.    There  is,  for  instance,  a  boom 
in  dredging  at  the  present  time;   and  abeep 
have  been   bringing  good  prices,   but  this  is 
owing  partly  to  the  drought  in  Canterbury  last 
year.      The  prosperity  of  a  country  depends 
largely  on  the  price  of  its  products,  and  can  it 
be  said  that  at  the  present  time  our  chief  pro- 
ducts are  bringing  remunerative  prices  ?    Wool 
has  never  been  so  low  as  it  was  last  season.    Is 
has  risen  in  price  lately,  but  the  farmers  have 
not  derived  any  advantage  from  that.    They  are 
looking  forward,  however,  to  enjoying  better 
prices  next  wool  season.     Wheat  is  selling  for 
about  2s.  a  bushel. 
An  Hon.  Member. — You  cannot  get  that. 
Mr.   J.  W.   THOMSON.  — The    honourable 
member  says  '*You  cannot  get  that."    Well, 
is  that  a  remunerative  price  ?    Oats  are  selling 
at  about  Is.  a  bushel.    These  things  show  that 
the  country  cannot  be  so  very  ptosperoos  as 
some  honourable  members  would  lead  us  tc 
believe.     I    happened   just  the  other  day  to 
be  reading  an  interesting  book — the  Offioitl 
Year-book  of  the  colony.     I  hear  honourable 
gentlemen  laughing.    There  is   a    great  deal 
of  very  useful  information  in  the  Year-book, 
and  I  would  advise  honourable  gentlemen  to 
read   it,   and   to   read  it  with  speoial  atten- 
tion.     If  they  do  that  they  will    see   things 
in  it  which  show  that   New  Zealand  is  not 
so   very  prosperous.      I  find   that    the  valoe 
of  the  manufactures  of  the  colony  for  the  tn 
years  between   1885  and  1890    increased  hij 
£2,062,000,  whilst  for  the  five  years  extending 
from    1890    to  1895    they    increased  only  bj 
£775,000.      Is   this  satisfactory?      And  then 
there  is  this  also :  the  value  of  our  exports  of 
manufactured  articles  has  been  decreasing  year 
by  year  from  the  time  the  present  Goverrmient 
took  office.    They  began  to  decrease  just  then, 
and  they  have  gone  on  decreasing  ever  ainee. 
The  member  for  the  Thames  spoke  about  tiie 
old-age  pensions.    I  have  been  reading  in  the 
papers  that  88  per  cent,  of  the  people  on  the 
West  Coast  who  are  sixty- five  and   upwards 
are  drawing  old-age  pensions.      \   would  like 
to  ask  the  Hon.  the  Premier,  who  represents 
that  part  of   the  world,    whether   that   is  a 
very  satisfactory  state  of  things.      It  shows 
that  people  who  go  there  have   the   prospect 
before    them    of   being    in    almost    destiiute 
circumstances    when    they    get  old.      In  tbe 
Address  in  Reply  there  is  what  might  be  called 
a  catalogue  or  list  of  a  good  many  things  that 
have  been  happening  during  the  last  six  months; 
but  there  is  one  thing  of  which  there  is  no  men- 
tion at  all,  and  I  dare  say  it  would  be  oat  of 
place  in  an  Address  from  the  Throne.    It  has 
been,  politically,  the  most  prominent  feature  of 
the  recess.    I  mean  the  electioneering  tour  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman.    He  seemed 
to  go  from  place  to  place  with  lightnine  speed. 
We  heard  of  him  one  day  in  Auckland  and  a 
few  days  afterwards  we  would  hear  of  him  ad- 
dressing the  people  of  Invercargill.    It  ooourred 
to  me  that  surely  he  was  not  attending  pro- 
perly to  his  business.     He  is  the  Premier  of 
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iheoolony;  he  is  at  the  head  of  pablio  affairs, 
and  as  such  he  ought  to  be  a  steady-going 
bosioass-man.  Sir,  I  fally  expect  that,  as  the 
resoU  of  his  absenoe  so  much  from  the  seat  of 
Qoyemment,  the  Bills  ooming  before  us  will 
be  feiy  ill-oonsidered.  I  have  been  at  several 
of  the  places  at  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
mux  has  delivered  speeches,  and  I  do  not  think 
from  all  that  I  have  heard  that  he  has  made 
very  much  headway.  I  happened  to  be  at  Gore 
nofclong  after  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
addressed  a  meeting  there.  Gore  is  a  thriving 
township  in  the  district  represented  by  my 
bonouable  friend  Mr.  MoNab.  I  there  met  a 
isrmer,  who  at  once  began  to  tell  me  he  had 
baen  at  Mr.  Seddon's  meeting.  He  did  not  give 
me  time  to  ask  him  how  he  liked  Mr.  Seddon's 
speeob.  "  Why,*'  he  said,  "  he  is  only  a  *  blather- 
ibte.' "  I  thought  to  myself  I  would  just  make 
a  mental  note  of  that.  The  gentleman  was  a 
Seotohman,  and,  being  a  Scotchman  myself,  I 
was  able  to  understand  and  appreciate  the 
nmttk. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — What  does  it  mean  ? 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON.— It  might  be  as  well 
notto  state  its  exact  meaning,  because  it  would 
not  be  yeiy  flattering  to  the  Premier.  I  see  it 
iipoposed  to  introduce  a  great  many  Bills. 
Bnteen  Government  Bills  were  on  our  first 
Otuer  Paper,  and  no  doubt  we  shall  have  four 
or  five  times  that  number.  We  do  not  stand  in 
need  of  all  this  legislation.  I  think  it  would  be 
well  that  the  Government  should  make  a 
jndicioas  selection  out  of  the^  many  Bills  they 
bare  in  hand,  and  should  introduce  only  suob 
measures  as  the  country  really  requires.  I 
netioe  that  the  honourable  gentleman  is  in 
doubt  regarding  one  thing.  He  has  two  parties  in 
bis  mind  ;  the  one  is  the  general  public  who  pay 
taxes  through  the  Gustoms,  and  the  other  class 
is  the  landowners.  His  opinion  seems  to  be  that 
reducing  the  Gustoms  duties,  and  putting  the 
amount  by  which  the  Customs  duties  ate  re- 
duced as  an  additional  tax  on  the  land,  the 
two  parties  would  then  be  on  an  equality. 
This  means  that  the  Government  intend,  if  they 
dan  make  it  out,  to  put  an  additional  tax  on  the 
bind.  I  think  we  pay  too  much  direct  and  in- 
diiect  taxation  already,  and  that,  instead  of 
ndueing  the  duties  and  putting  the  amount  by 
which  they  are  reduced  as  an  additional  tax  on 
the  land,  he  should  simply  reduce  the  duties 
iod  make  up  the  reduction  by  retrenchment. 
That  is,  I  think,  what  he  should  do ;  and  if  it 
is  true  that  we  have  surpluses  every  year  of 
•one  £400,000  or  £500,000,  surely  we  can  afford 
to  do  that.  That  is  what  I  would  advise  him 
to  do.  And  now  as  to  what  is  called  the 
"Marine  scandal.'*  The  member  for  the 
Thames  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  nothing  at  all ; 
but  I  think  it  is  a  very  serious  business.  It  is  a 
pity  that  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  and  other 
W^le  as  well  will  not  always  do  what  is  right. 
If  they  would  do  only  the  right  thing  they  would 
ttve  themselves  and  others  a  lot  of  trouble. 
The  Ministers  of  the  Crown  are  responsible  to 
this  House,  but  when  there  is  a  suspicion  of 
tt  act  or  acts  of  maladministration  there  is 
S^eat  difficulty  in  finding  out  the  real  facts  of 


the  case.  The  usual  way  is  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee to  go  into  the  matter,  but  Committees 
that  are  appointed  for  such  a  purpose  are 
elected  on  party  lines,  and  their  reports  are 
really  not  worth  the  paper  they  are  written  on. 
Then  there  is  this  objecdon  to  a  Boyal  Com- 
mission, that  a  Boyal  Commission  cannot  in- 
quire into  the  action  of  Ministers  in  regard  to 
the  administration  of  their  departments ;  and 
in  this  case  it  is  the  action  of  Ministers  that 
has  to  be  inquired  into.  How,  then,  are  we  to 
get  at  the  facts  ?  We  can  get  at  them  only  as  best 
we  can.  I  must  say  that  looking  at  the  general 
facts  of  the  case  the  Government  do  not  come 
well  out  of  this  business.  They  interfered  in 
a  matter  that  they  really  had  no  right  to 
interfere  with.  I  think  they  must  admit  that. 
And  then  there  is  this  also :  that  they  may  have 
been  interfering  in  a  similar  way  in  other  mat- 
ters. The  Governmeot  have  made  various  ex- 
planatory statements,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
those  statements  cannot  be  reconciled  with  the 
alleged  facts  of  the  case,  and  that  is  saying  a 
great  deal.  I  hope  that  the  Government  will 
be  able  to  clear  themselves.  They  have  not 
spoken  yet,  but  if  they  can  clear  themselves, 
I,  personally,  shall  be  very  pleased. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley).— Mr.  Speaker,  it 
is  with  pleasure  I  compliment  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  on  the  practical 
address  he  has  delivered  to  the  House.  That 
gentleman  has  a  long  parliamentary  experience, 
and  therefore  ho  is  en  tilled  to  the  utmost  con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  the  House.  There 
are  one  or  two  matters,  however,  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  referred  to  that  I  may 
have  reason  to  review  during  the  remarks  I  in- 
tend making  this  evening.  In  common  with 
some  members  of  the  House,  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  it  would  be  better  if  the  House  were  called 
together  earlier  in  the  year  to  transact  the 
business  of  the  country.  As  the  financial  year 
terminates  on  the  Slst  March,  I  cannot  see 
any  good  and  sufficient  reason  why  the  House 
should  not  meet  till  nearly  three  months  after 
the  close  of  the  financial  year.  Any  measures 
the  Government  intend  bringing  before  the 
House  they  have  ample  time  to  prepare  and 
have  them  in  readiness  before  the  expiration 
of  the  financial  year ;  and  as  to  matters  con- 
nected with  questions  of  finance,  there  should  be 
time  to  attend  to  them  immediately  the  finan- 
cial year  ends,  so  that  at  the  outside  we  might  be 
called  together  not  later  than  the  middle  of  May. 
On  a  former  occasion  I  have  drawn  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  what  I  look  upon  as 
an  effete  parliamentary  ceremony.  I  mean 
the  opening  of  the  House  as  we  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  doing  it.  An  Address  is  formu- 
lated and  indited  by  the  Government  and 
g laced  in  the  hands  of  His  Excellency,  which 
e  is  expected  to  read  to  the  members  of  both 
Chambers,  thus  placing  His  Excellency  in 
the  position  of  a  mere  automaton  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government.  Not  that  I  desire,  as  a 
comparatively  young  member,  to  lecture  the 
House  on  this  point,  but,  looking  at  the  ques-. 
tion  from  a  practical  standpoint,  I  think  the 
business  of  the  House  should  be  oonducted 
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somewhat  on  the  same  lines  as  a  well-oon- 
duoted  Harbour  Board  or  County  Council,  and 
when  the  House  assembles  we  should  at  once 
proceed  in  real  earnest  to  the  business  of  the 
country.  I  have  noticed  that  the  debates  at  the 
beginning  of  each  session  of  Parliament  on  the 
Address  in  reply  to  the  Governor's  Speech  are 
of  no  practical  good  whatever  to  the  country. 
The  country  is  put  to  considerable  expense 
consequent  on  the  time  of  members  being 
wasted  in  the  debate.  It  would  be  better  to 
allow  the  debate  on  the  recess  administration 
of  the  Government  to  stand  over  until  the 
Financial  Statement  is  made,  conditional  on 
that  Statement  coming  before  the  House  at  an 
early  period  of  the  session.  If  so,  I  think  a 
great  waste  of  time  might  be  avoided,  and 
Parliament  might  do  more  good  for  the  coun- 
try. No  Government  that  has  occupied  those 
benches  has  had  a  better  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing about  these  reforms  than  the  present  Go- 
vernment. This  is  my  eleventh  consecutive 
session  of  Parliament,  during  which  time  X 
have  listened  to  some  twelve  or  fifteen  no- 
confidence  debates,  and  the  conclusion  I  have 
arrived  at  is  this :  that  they  do  not  serve  any 
istrful  public  good.  During  the  speeches  of 
the  first  four  members  who  took  part  in 
this  debate  there  was  a  want  of  vitality, 
earnestness,  and  conviction  on  the  part  of  the 
speakers.  The  speeches  were  as  flat  as  ditch- 
water  uutil  a  little  fire  was  introduced  by  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Caversham 
(Mr.  Morrison)  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Tuapeka  (Mr.  Rawlins),  and  since  they 
spoke  the  debate  has  been  more  animated.  An 
Irishman  was  once  asked  by  a  fellow-country- 
man what  was  the  best  way  to  get  up  a  row, 
and  his  reply  was,  "  Strike  the  first  head  you 
see."  That  was  an  unwise  suggestion,  because 
it  is  quite  possible  that  the  wrong  head  might 
be  struck.  In  this  instance  I  fear  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  in  making  the  so-called 
** Marine  scandal"  the  occasion  of  a  no-con- 
fidence debate,  has  struck  the  wrong  head,  by 
moving  an  amendment  on  the  Address  in  reply 
to  the  Governor's  Speech. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Why  ? 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— The  honourable  member 
for  Wakatipu  knows  perfectly  well  the  consti- 
tutional aspect  of  the  question.  The  Premier 
was  bound  to  take  it  as  a  no-confidence  motion 
— there  was  no  alternative ;  he  could  not  act 
differently.  Sir,  the  reference  by  honourable 
members  in  their  public  speeches  out  of  Par- 
liament, and  the  reference  made  during  the 
present  debate  on  the  Marine  scandal,  now 
referred  to  a  Royal  Commission,  are  entirely 
out  of  place,  and  contrary  to  the  traditional 
usages  and  rules  of  parliamentary  procedure. 
It  is  marvellous  to  me  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mac- 
kenzie), who  poses  as  an  authority  on  Standing 
Orders,  and  is  in  training,  no  doubt,  for  the 
Speakership  of  this  House,  should  be  the 
greatest  sinner.  When  speaking  recently  at 
Gore  he  referred  to  this  question,  although  he 
knew  very  well  that  the  question  was  suhjudice^ 
for  the  Royal  Commission  had  been  set  up. 
Mr,  Meredith 


An  Hon.  Membbb. — No  f 

Mr.  MEREDITH. -Mr.  Soobie  Maokensie 
spoke  only  the  other  day,  at  Gore.  There  is  no 
use  in  members  interjecting  "  No."  Although, 
as  I  say,  he  knew  the  question  had  been  re- 
ferred CO  a  Royal  Commission,  and  was  there- 
fore su&yudice,  he  introduced  it  into  his  address 

8  SO     ^^  Gore.     It  is  the  privilege  of  an  Eng- 
'    lishman,  as  well  as  it  was  the  privilege 
of  citizens  of  ancient  Greece  and  Rome,  to  be 
given  an  opportunity  of  defending  themselves. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  in  reference  to  the 
Marine  scandal,  consisting  of  ex  parte  state- 
ments.   Gentlemen  on  the  Government  benches 
have  given  their  views  on   the  question,  and 
memtNsrs  on  the  Opposition  benches  have  like- 
wise given  their  views.    I  am  waiting  for  more 
light  to  be  (;iven  to  the  House  and  the  country 
on  this  subject   by  the  honourable    member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  J.  Hutoheson)   and 
by  the  honourable   member    for    Palmerston, 
who  is  more  or  less  mixed  up  with  this  ques- 
tion.    In  a  statement  made  to  the  House  the 
other  evening  it  was  said  the  honourable  mem 
ber  for  Palmerston  **  had  his  knife  into  the 
Premier."     If  so,  one  would  expect  a  full  ai>d 
candid  statement  from  the  honourable  member. 
I  think  members  should  suspend  their  judg- 
ment until  such  time  as    the    whole  of    the 
evidence  has  been  taken  by  the  Royal  Com- 
mission and  has    been    reported    on    to  the 
House.     So  far  the  House  has  done  an  injus- 
tice to  the  parties  concerned  in   the  matter 
by  anticipating  the  inquiry.     It  is  absolutely 
unfair.    What  would  be  thought  of  a  number 
of  jurymen  who  had  sat  on  a  case,  and,  after 
they  had  heard    part  of    the  evidence,  were 
allowed  to  go  and  stand  at  the  street-oorners 
and  squares  and  harangue  the  public  on  the 
evidence  given  before  the  jury  by  a  few  of  the 
witnesses   in  the   case?     Every    fair-minded 
man  would  raise  his  voice  and  denounce  it. 
Yet  that  is    just  what  the  House  has  been 
doing  for  the  past  two  or  three  days.     It  is  a 
course  that  is  very  much  to  be  regretted.    So 
far  the  debate   has  been   conducted  from  an 
Opposition  standpoint,  with  a  view  of  discredit- 
ing the  Government  with  the  country.    That 
can  be  the  only  object.     The  Opposition  have 
been  campaigning  the   country  —  so   has  the 
Premier.     I  notice,  however,  that  the  Premier 
is  looking  remarkably  well.    Like  a  legislator 
of  antiquity,  his  eye  is  not  dim  nor  his  natural 
force  abated.     The  Liberal  Government  in  this 
colony  has  a  great  deal   to  contend  against 
They   have    to    contend    with    the    misrepre- 
sentations   of    a  corrupt  Conservative  Pre«, 
with    the    influence    and    misapplication  of 
much  of  the  wealth  of  this  country,  and  with 
the    machinations    of    a  powerful   bat  disor- 
ganized Opposition.    What  are  we  contending 
for?     We  are  contending  for  the  highest  and 
the  noblest  interests  of  the  manhood  and  the 
womanhood  of  the  colony.     Sir,  the  honourable 
member  for  Tuapeka,  as  a  young  member,  when 
speaking,  made  a  favourable  impression  on  the 
House,  and  most  members  of  the  House  will 
agree  with  the  greater  portion  of  what  he  said; 
but  there  are  one  or  two  matters  I  desire  to 
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4nw  attention  to,  and  I  hope  he  wil  not  think 
I  desire  in  any  way  to  be  inconsiderate  to  him 
as  a  young  member.  Speaking  on  the  land 
question,  he  referred  to  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
wbo  is  now  sixteen  thousand  miles  from  the 
colony.  We  all  regret  the  circumstances  which 
have  led  to  his  temporary  absence,  and  hope 
he  may  be  greatly  benefited  by  his  visit  to  the 
Eome-conntry,  and  return  to  the  colony  and 
tekehia  former  position  as  a  leader  in  the  land. 
When  speaking  of  the  land  laws  of  the  colony, 
and  particularly  of  the  Land  Act  of  1892, 
and  of  the  lease  in  perpetuity, — commonly 
oalled  the  lease  for  999  years,— the  member 
for  Taapeka  seemed  to  think  there  was  some 
inconsistency  between  the  Minister  establish- 
ing the  lease  in  perpetuity  while  at  the  same 
time  he  purchased  the  freehold  of  Bushy  Park. 
I  am  quite  sure  if  the  Minister  of  Lands  were 
in  the  House  the  member  for  Tuapeka  would 
find  the  Minister  a  foeman  worthy  of  his  steel. 
Let  me  point  out  to  the  member  for  Tuapeka 
that  the  Minister  of  Lands  did  not  purchase 
Bashy  Park.  It  was  his  sons ;  and  why  should 
ihe  sons  of  the  Minister  any  more  than  the 
muof  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  be  placed 
imSfir  any  disability  ?  Surely  they  are  entitled 
to  (he  same  advantages  as  other  young  men. 
Why  should  the  slightest  reflection  be  cast 
QD  these  young  men,  or  on  their  father  ?  No 
doaht  he  would  assist  his  sons  with  advice 
ind  counsel.  Before  making  this  charge  of 
inconsistency  against  the  Minister  of  Lands 
the  honourable  member  should  have  asked  the 
question,  **  Gould  the  Minister's  sons  have  ao- 
qoired  the  estate  from  the  Assets  Board  under 
•oy  other  form  of  tenure  than  the  freehold?" 
I  pay  they  could  not.  The  Board  had  to  ad- 
minister the  estate  and  sell  it  to  the  best  ad- 
fantage.  They  oould  not  obtain  a  lease  of 
Bashy  Park ;  therefore  the  Minister  and  his 
ions  bad  no  option  in  connection  with  it; 
they  were  forced  into  the  position. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbeb. — They  could  have  left  it 
alone. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— It  is  all  very  well  to  say 
they  could  have  left  it  alone ;  but  I  contend 
the  sons  of  the  Minister  had  as  much  right  to 
purchase  a  block  of  land  to  make  a  home  as 
ttiy  young  men  in  the  colony.  They  had 
naohed  their  majority,  and  had  a  right  to 
exercise  their  discretion  in  choosing  a  lease 
in  perpetuity  or  a  freehold.  The  honourable 
gentleman  baa  no  case  in  his  connection.  Sir, 
the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to  the 
t&bbit  nuisance,  and  recommended  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Rabbit  Department.  He  represents 
ft  constituency  in  the  South  ;  I  represent  acon- 
rtitnency  partly  in  Canterbury  and  partly  in 
Harlborough  and  Nelson.  We  look  upon  the 
rabbit  nuisance  in  these  districts  as  a  very 
(erioQs  question,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
^gilant  policy  initiated  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment ana  enforced  by  the  present  Qovemment 
this  terrible  and  dreaded  evil  has  been  brought 
nnder  control.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  this : 
If  the  advice  of  the  honourable  member  were 
taken,  the  South  Island  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years  would  become  a  rabbit-warren,  and  the 


plague  of  rabbits  would  increase  and  multiply 
so  rapidly  throughout  the  high  country  of 
Canterbury,  Nelson,  and  Marlborough,  that 
they  would  gain  the  mastery,  and  it  would 
become  a  question  of  the  survival  of  the  fit- 
test. Indeed,  the  settlers  would  have  seriously 
to  consider  their  position.  In  coming  into  con- 
tact with  sheep- farmers  in  North  Canterbury, 
— with  Crown  tenants  and  freeholders,  both 
holders  of  large  blocks  and  small  blocks — the 
rabbit  question  with  them  is  a  very  serious  one, 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  if  this  Qovemment 
or  any  other  Government  were  foolish  enough 
to  carry  out  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable 
member  it  would  be  the  most  disastrous  thing 
that  ever  happened  in  this  colony.  In  fact,  it 
would  be  a  repetition  of  the  locust  plague  of 
Egypt:  the  rabbits  would  devour  everything 
before  them  and  drive  us  out  of  the  country. 
It  is  all  very  well  to  speak  about  trap- 
ping and  catching  rabbits  for  commercial 
purposes  in  Southland,  and  in  some  por- 
tions of  Otago  where  the  country  is  not 
very  high,  but  that  cannot  be  done  in  other 
portions  of  the  South  Island.  Consider  the 
thousands  of  pounds  that  have  been  alresbdy 
spent  by  sheep-farmers  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  upon  wire-netting  with  a  view  to  check- 
ing the  inroads  and  progress  of  rabbit  extension. 
I  will  now  leave  the  honourable  gentleman. 
Sir,  I  now  come  to  the  Wrigg  question.  The 
Wrigg  case  has  been  called  a  scandal  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Palmerston.  In  refer- 
ence to  the  Wrigg  case,  honourable  members 
are  aware  that  a  petition  was  presented  to  this 
House  last  session  dealing  with  the  question  of 
conferring  the  New  Zealand  Cross  on  Cornet 
Wrigg,  of  Auckland,  for  military  services  ren- 
dered on  the  East  Coast  during  the  Maori  War. 
The  question  was  gone  into  last  session.  As 
Chairman  of  the  Public  Petitions  M  to  Z  Com- 
mittee, I  am  not  going  to  say  one  word  in  re- 
ference to  the  evidence  given  before 'the  Com- 
mittee :  that  is  a  matter  that  is  sealed  and 
sacred  until  such  time  as  the  Committee  meet 
during  the  present  session  and  go  into  the  who^e 
question  of  the  evidence ;  but  I  say  this :  that 
I  think  the  Opposition  have  done  an  injustice 
to  themselves  and  an  injustice  to  Mr.  Wrigg. 
Hie  very  last  witness  examined  on  the  Wrigg 
case  was  Major  Gilbert  Mair,  from  Auckland. 
He  appeared  before  the  Petitions  Committee  on 
the  Friday  morning  previous  to  the  Saturday 
when  the  prorogation  of  the  House  took  place. 
The  witness  was  sworn,  and  gave  evidence.  The 
honourable  member  for  Patea  was  present  on 
behalf  of  the  petitioners  for  the  prosecution, 
and  Mr.  Wilford  waa  present  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Wrigg.  Major  Douglas  gave  evidence,  and  Mr. 
Wrigg  was  again  examined.  The  evidence  waa 
taken  down  in  shorthand,  and  had  to  be  tran- 
scribed during  the  ourse  of  the  inquiry.  The 
average  attendance  of  members  was  not  more 
than  five  out  of  ten.  In  order  that  the  question 
might  be  carefully  considered,  it  was  necessary 
that  the  evidence  taken  on  the  Friday  should 
be  transcribed,  and  ten  copies  written  out  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  members,  in  addition  to 
the  evidence  taken  during  the  previous  fort 
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night,  which  fonned  a  bulky  set  of  papers,  ex- 
tending over  perhaps  eighty  or  a  hundred  pages. 
Members  were  expected  to  read  through  the 
evidence  and  consider  its  merits,  and  to 
meet  and  deliberate  upon  it,  and  finally  to 
make  a  recommendation  to  the  House.  Under 
the  circumstances,  it  was  a  physical  and 
mental  impossibility  for  the  members  of 
the  Public  Petitions  M  to  Z  Committee  to 
meet  on  the  afternoon  of  the  Friday,  or 
on  the  following  Saturday,  before  tbe  House 
prorogued  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
question,  and  reporting  to  the  House.  Mem- 
bers who  have  experience  of  Parliamentary 
Committees  know  what  I  have  stated  to  be 
perfectly  correct.  Now,  Sir,  was  it  the  right 
thing  for  members  of  the  Opposition  to  refer  to 
this  Wrigg  case  when  addressing  their  con- 
stituents ?  I  think  it  was  highly  improper  and 
altogether  contrary  to  constitutional  usage  to 
pronounce  upon  a  case  before  the  jury  had 
come  to  a  verdict.  Sir,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie), 
when  speaking  on  the  land  question,  referred  to 
the  case  of  forfeitures  and  surrenders.  Now, 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  a  practical  man, 
and  I  was  surprised  that  he  should  endea- 
vour to  put  a  wrong  construction  on  the  ques- 
tion. He  must  know  that  the  surrender  of  a 
holding  may  be  made,  and  in  the  course  of  a 
month  there  may  be  fifty  applicants  for  that 
holding,  so  that  it  does  not  necessarily  follow 
because  a  person  finds  it  to  his  interest  to 
surrender  a  block  of  land  that  that  block  of 
land  goes  without  a  settler.  As  to  forfeitures 
that  are  occasionally  made,  the  honourable 
member  for  Riccarton  understands  the  position. 
Under  our  present  land  system,  by  means  of 
the  ballot,  it  is  quite  possible  for  a  person 
to  obtain  a  section  of  good  land,  go  on  the 
section  without  farming  knowledge,  and  with 
insufBcient  capital,  and  prove  a  failure.  Well, 
these  failures  have  to  be  weeded  out,  and  in 
the  course  of  time  we  are  called  upon  through 
the  non-fulfilment  of  the  land-laws  of  the 
colony  to  call  upon  the  parties  either  to 
forfeit  or  surrender.  But,  Sir,  there  is  this 
to  be  said,  that  their  interest  in  the  sec- 
tion, whether  large  or  small,  is  protected.  I 
thought  the  blunders  he  made  on  the  fioor  of 
the  House  last  session  on  the  land-settlement 
of  the  colony,  and  the  ca^^tigation  he  received 
from  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands,  and 
also  from  the  editor  of  the  Eveiiiiig  Post^  a 
Conservative  journal  published  in  this  city, 
wherein  he  was  called  upon  to  go  down  on  his 
marrow-bones,  withdraw,  and  apologize  to  the 
Minister  of  Lands  and  to  the  House,  would 
have  been  sufficient,  and  that  the  honourable 
sentUman  would  not  have  further  indulged 
In  misrepresenting  land- settlement.  Again,  I 
have  noticed  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie,  when 
speaking  of  the    old-age   pensions    on  public 

51atforms  condemning  it  in  very  strong  language, 
t  is  marvellous  to  me  the  inconsistency  of  the 
honourable  gentleman.  We  all  recollect  when 
the  Old-age  Pensions  Bill  was  undergoing 
its  second  reading  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  delivered  a  very  strong  speech   against 
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the  provisions  of  that  Bill,  and  everybody 
thought  he  was  speaking  the  honest  ooavio- 
tions  of  his  mind ;  and  what  did  we  find?  We 
found  when  the  division  took  place  s  ihort 
time  after  he  spoke,  that  he  actually  went 
into  the  *'  Aye  "  lobby  and  voted  for  tbe  eecond 
reading  of  the  Bill.  We  can  understand  and 
appreciate  consistency,  but  this  hypocrisy  in  s 
political  man  is  altogether  unbearable,  aod, 
Sir,  it  provoked  the  expression  of  langTUge. 
which  I  shall  not  dare  repeat,  being  applied 
by  a  member  of  the  Opposition,  who  met 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  u 
he  came  out  of  the  *'  Aye  *'  lobby  on  that 
memorable  evening.  The  leader  of  the  Op- 
position stated  during  his  speech  that  there 
was  more  employment  for  the  working-men  of 
this  colony  a  few  years  ago  than  there  is  at  the 
present  time.  That  statement  seems  to  me 
altogether  at  variance  with  the  facts  of  ike 
case.  I  recollect  during  the  years  1888  sod 
1889 — I  have  no  doubt  Canterbury  memben, 
and,  indeed,  other  members  of  this  HoQeevill 
be  in  a  position  to  corroborate  my  Btat^ 
ment — that  there  might  be  seen  In  the  City 
of  Christchurch  a  number  of  workiDg-men 
marching  along  the  streets  in  charge  of  a  Mk. 
flag  with  cross-bones,  stating  that  they  wanted 
work  or  bread.  Was  that  a  good  state  of 
things  ?  Was  that  a  desirable  state  of  thingi 
for  the  colony  ?  I  believe  that,  were  it  not  for 
the  revulsion  of  opinion  that  took  place  amoogit 
the  people  of  the  colony,  bringing  aboat  tbe 
advent  of  tbe  present  Liberal  Government  to 
power,  the  probabilities  were  that  a  revolatioD 
would  have  taken  place  about  1890  or  1891. 
Now,  looking  to  the  present  time,  what  do  I 
find  ?  I  find  a  most  pleasing  condition  of  aflain 
amongst  the  working-classes  of  this  colony.  It 
IS  almost  phenomenal  to  see  a  man  with  asvig 
on  his  back  going  about  the  country— a  nvf 
pleasant  feature.  Is  not  labour  theprinoiftl 
factor  in  the  production  of  wealth  ?  Ib  it  not 
desirable  that  labour  should  be  utilised  to 
the  utmost  extent?  During  the  last  harnai 
there  was  such  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  men 
in  Canterbury  District  to  assist  the  farmen 
to  gather  in  the  fruits  of  the  earth  tbati 
were  it  not  for  the  Government  sospend- 
ing  works  on  the  Hundalee  Boad  and  on 
the  Midland  Railway,  and  thereby  releasing  *  , 
number  of  men,  who  came  into  the  farmbs 
distiicts  and  assisted  the  farmers  there,  the 
harvest  could  not  have  been  gathered  in  propct 
time  and  condition.  Even  then  there  was  • 
scarcity  of  men.  Though  an  old  oolonial,  I  do 
not  recollect  the  time  when  there  was  sacb  i 
scarcity  of  men  to  gather  in  the  fruits  of  tbe 
esurth  as  there  was  during  the  last  harvest.  !• 
was  no  uncommon  thing  for  farmers  to  p^y 
Is.  fid.  an  hour  for  men  to  gather  in  tbeir 
harvest.  That  was  paid  in  my  own  district  l)y 
several  of  my  neighbours,  so  that  I  do  not  tbioi 
the  statement  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke*s  Bay  is  borne  out  by  the  condition  o| 
things.  Sir,  the  honourable  member  depreeapd 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  appoin^"^^ 
Commissioners  of  the  Peace.  Now,  Sir,  loy! 
opinion  is  this  :   that  the  class  of  men  wb^ 
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hftTG  been  appointed  as  Commissionera  of  the 
Peace  by  the  present  Government  is  eqnal  to 
the  class  of  men  appointed  by  previous  Con- 
ncvative  Oovemments.  Sir,  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City,  Mr.  DathiAi  in 
Rieaking,  referred  to  the  Victoria  College  and  to 
the  necessity  fox  a  site.  Well,  all  mv  sym- 
patbies  are  with  the  honourable  memoer  for 
Wellington  City,  and  also  with  the  Wellington 
people  in  their  contention.  I  should  be  pleased 
if  the  Government  could  see  their  way  to  at 
least  allot  a  portion  of  the  Mount  Oook  present 
gtol-site  for  the  Victoria  University.  It  would 
be  a  gift — a  valuable  gift.  The  Premier  should 
bear  in  mind  that  in  allocating  a  site  for  the 
Yiotoria  CoUege — which  is  one  of  our  highest 
edacational  institutions— he  is  doing  it  not  for 
the  present  but  for  the  millions  yet  unborn. 
And  I  hope  he  wiU  ultimately  see  his  way,  if  he 
cannot  grant  the  whole  site,  at  least  to  grant  a 
portion  of  the  site  desired.  I  regret  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie) 
did  not  approach  the  Government  in  a  more 
eonciliatory  mode  than  he  did  on  that  ques- 
tion when  speaking  the  other  night.  He 
^oke  in  such  a  rasping  manner  as  to 
enate  a  considerable  amount  of  irritation  on 
tlie  mind  of  the  Premier.  But,  Sir,  as  the 
Snmng  Post  stated  on  the  day  of  the  opening 
of  (his  House  in  a  leading  article,  "  that  the 
Premier  had,  in  appointing  certain  gentlemen 
to  pablic  offices,  shown  that  he  possessed  the 
attributes  of  the  highest  stateanansbip,"  1 
hope  that  the  honourable  gentleman  in  this 
partionlar  will  rise  superior  to  the  occasion  and 
meet  the  request  of  the  people  of  Wellington. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
also,  I  regret  to  say,  referred  in  his  speech  to 
the  "  Bun  Tuck "  question.    I  thought  that 

Sestion  was  dead  and  buried,  and  would  not 
ve  been  resurrected.  We  all  know  what 
took  place 'last  session  in  reference  to  that 
qaestion.  Serious  charges  were  made  against 
the  Premier  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitotara,  Mr.  G.  Hutchison,  and  then  he 
declined  the  invitation  to  go  before  the 
Oommittee  set  up  by  this  House  and  prove 
them.  I  consider  that  a  most  improper  thing. 
The  honourable  gentleman  questioned  the  na- 
ture of  the  tribunal  that  was  set  up  for  the 
pirpose  of  considering  the  question,  but  if  a 
noyal  Commission  were  set  up  to  inquire  into 
the  question  I  have  no  doubt  he  would  have 
taken  up  the  same  attitude.  I  think  it  is  a 
most  improper  thing  to  attempt  to  take  away 
the  pubhc  and  private  reputation  of  a  states- 
man who  occupies  the  foremost  position  in  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand  at  the  present  time, 
ukI  it  reminds  me  of  the  words  of  Shakes- 
peare:— 

Good  name  in  man  or  womau^  dear  my  lord, 

Is  the  immediate  jewel  of  their  souls. 

Who  steals  my  purse  steals  trash;  'tis  some- 
thing, nothing; 

Twas  mme,  'tis  his.  and  has  been  slave  to  thou- 
sands; 

But  he  that  filches  from  me  my  good  name 

Bobs  me  of  that  which  not  enriches  him 

And  maJces  me  poor  indeed. 

In  a  speech  delivered  by  Mr.  Duthie  at  the 
OhoialHall,  in  Wellington,  on  the  Srd  March, 


he  made  reference  to  the  campaign  the  Opposi- 
tion intended  to  have  taken,  and  stated,  '*  He 
expected  Mr.  BoUeston  to  take  an  active  part 
in  the  field."  The  Hon.  Mr.  Rolleston  delivered 
an  address  to  hU  Biccarton  constituents — and 
a  remarkably  good  address  it  was,  too, — in 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  complimented 
the  country  on  its  prosperity,  but  beyond 
Biccarton  he  did  not  go ;  but  the  most 
amusing  feature  is  a  reference  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Mac- 
kenzie), when  he  stated  "  Mr.  Scobie  Mackensie 
had  expressed  himself  as  averse  to  the  Opposi- 
tion entering  on  a  political  campaign."  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  honourable  gentleman 
carried  out  that  intention  or  not.  I  fear  he 
transgressed.  I  am  of  opinion  he  spoke  in 
more  places  than  the  City  of  Dunedin.  He 
also  stated  that  *'Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  had 
been  lately  up  in  the  country  working  hard, 
and  living  upon  station  mutton,  and  no  doubt 
he  was  not  in  the  best  of  health."  The  refer- 
ence to  health,  I  am  happy  to  say,  is  not  by 
any  means  borne  out  by  the  appearance 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City. 
It  does  not  appear  that  hard  work  and 
**  station  mutton  "  have  done  him  any  harm, 
g  Q  Sir,  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  City  and  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Clutha  referred  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
colony,  and  in  doing  so  they  pointed  out  that 
the  volume  of  exports  had  fallen  ofi.  This  has 
been  done  time  and  again  by  members  of  the 
Opposition.  Now,  I  would  like  to  present  a 
few  figures  to  the  House  in  contradiction  of 
their  statement.  The  difference  between  1890 
and  1897  in  the  export-value  of  wheat,  oats, 
and  phormium  was  as  follows: — 

1890. 

Wheat              ..        '  ..          672,247 

Oats    ..             ..  ..          231,897 

Phormium        ..  381,789 


Total 

Wheat . . 
Oats    . . 
Phormium 


1897. 


£1,285,488 

£ 
14,703 
167,229 
80,676 


Total      ..  ..        £212,606 

This  shows  a  falling-away  in  these  three  items 
of  export  by  £1,072,827  ;  but  it  was  a  circum- 
stance over  which  the  Government  had  no  con- 
trol :  it  was  entirely  regulated  by  the  value  of 
these  products  in  markets  outside  the  colony. 
Now,  if  we  look  to  the  year  1898  the  dis- 
parity is  greater  still : — 

2,463 


Wheat 
Oats    . . 
Phormium 


87,924 
74,666 


Total      ..  ..        £164,943 

Here  was  a  falling-ofi  compared  with  1890  of 
£1,120,490.  Now,  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha  no  doubt  knows,  as  he  is  a  practical 
man,  that  this  falling-off  was  owing  to  circum- 
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Btanoes  which  no  Government  could  possibly 
control.  The  valae  of  the  total  exports  in  1890 
was  £9,428,761,  and  in  1898  £10,824,988.  If 
the  ezport-valae  of  wheat,  oat?,  and  phormium 
had  continued  as  in  1890  the  value  of  exports 
in  1898  would  have  reached  £11,446,478,  or  an 
increase  on  the  exports  of  1890  by  £2,016,717, 
or  21  per  cent.  The  manufactures  in  1890 
amounted  to  £547,947 ;  but  allow  me  to  point 
out  to  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  that 
there  is  included  in  that  total  the  item  phor- 
mium, of  the  export-value  of  £381,789.  In 
1898  phormium  dropped  in  value  to  £74,656. 
That  shows  at  once  the  reason  why  the  value 
of  manufactures  exported  in  1898  was  so  much 
less  than  in  1890.  The  honourable  member 
stated  that  the  colony  was  in  a  prosperous 
condition.  That  is  so.  It  does  not  require 
the  opinion  of  any  person  outside  the  colony 
to  confirm  that ;  but  sometimes  it  is  just  as 
well  that  we  should  see  what  other  people 
think  about  us.  Recently  we  had  a  visit  from 
the  Minister  of  Lands  of  the  neighbouring 
Colony  of  Victoria,  and  he  was  accompanied  by 
a  member  of  the  Victorian  Parl4ament  —  the 
leader  of  the  Victorian  Labour  party.  After 
they  had  gone  through  the  colony  this  is  a 
report  of  their  impression.    Mr.  Best  states, — 

**  I  have  been  impressed  by  the  general 
prosperity  prevailing.  New  Zealand  is  cer- 
tainly on  the  up-grade.  Her  frozen- meat  trade 
is  assuming  gigantic  proportions ;  her  mining 
industry  is  developing  with  great  strides ;  her 
dairying  industry  is  asserting  itself ;  and  these 
conditions,  combined  with  the  sympathetic 
efiort.s  of  a  vigorous  Government,  have  created 
her  rehabilitation." 

That  is  very  pleasing  from  one  who  came 
with  an  unprejudiced  mind,  who  is  capable  of 
observing  the  progress  of  the  colony.  But  it  is 
not  necessary  to  go  abroad.  We  know  our- 
selves that  the  colony  never  was  in  a  more 
prosperous  condition  than  it  is  in  at  the  present 
•time.  Sir,  the  member  for  Bruce  stated  that 
the  Government  were  employing  persons  in  the 
varioas  electorates  to  see  that  the  names  of 
those  who  are  not  on  the  electoral  roils  are 
placed  on  the  rolls,  and  he  seemed  to  infer  that 
there  was  something  not  quite  straight  con- 
nected with  it.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  speak- 
ing to  the  Registrar  of  Electors  in  my  electorate 
last  Monday  week,  and  I  asked  him  what  he  was 
doing  in  this  matter.  He  said  he  had  very 
little  means  at  his  conmiand — that  the  Govern- 
ment only  allowed  him  £20  for  the  purpose  of 
employing  assistance  to  see  that  names  were 
placed  on  the  electoral  roll.  My  electorate 
contains  three  counties,  four  road  districts,  and 
one  Town  Board,  and  extends  from  the  Waima- 
kariri  River  on  the  south  to  the  Clarence  River 
on  the  north.  It  is  a  very  large  and  unwieldy 
district,  and  the  Registrar  is  only  allowed  £20 
for  the  purpose  of  employing  persons  to  see 
that  the  names  of  electors  are  placed  on  the 
roll.  He  was  at  perfect  liberty  to  employ 
whom  he  pleased.  There  was  no  restriction  or 
condition  laid  down.  I  believe  the  same  con- 
dition of  things  obtains  in  every  other  electoral 
-district  in  the  colony. 

Mr,  Meredith 


An  Hon.  Membbb. — Did  he  do  it  ^  him- 
self? 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— He  did  not.  How  oonUi 
he  ?  He  employed  persons  to  do  it.  The  woA 
was  too  greac  for  him  to  carry  out  himaail 
He  employed  men  in  the  various  localities  to 
do  the  best  they  could  to  register  the  people  is 
their  respective  localities.  It  must  therefore 
be  obvious  to  honourable  members  thait  the 
Government  has  not  been  lavish  with  money 
in  the  way  of  having  persons'  names  placed  on 
the  electoral  rolls.  The  members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition appear  to  have  up  their  sleeves  for  tiie 
next  general  election  what  may  be  valgady 
called  a  trump-card — namely,  to  allow  the 
Crown  tenants  to  convert  their  leaseholds  into 
freeholds.  That,  I  consider,  would  be  a  mis- 
take. I  am  not  opposed  to  the  freehold.  Ac- 
cording to  the  Land  Act  of  1892,  a  person  ii 
allowed  to  purchase  from  the  Grown  to  the 
extent  of  640  acres  of  first-class  land,  2,000 
acres  of  second-class  land,  and  5,000  acres  of 
grazing  land.  But,  unfortunately,  in  many 
places  the  Government  has  no  Crown  landi 
to  operate  on.  There  is  nothing  whatever 
to  prevent  persons,  if  they  choose,  from  buy- 
ing in  the  open  market  land  and  making 
it  their  own  freehold.  But  the  system  thsi 
was  established  under  the  lease  in  perpetuity 
in  1892  was  one  of  the  best  forms  of  teaxire 
ever  placed  upon  the  statute-book  of  any  coqd- 
try.  We  are  aware  that  the  idea  of  freehold  ii 
a  very  strong  one  in  the  minds  of  most  people ; 
but  after  all,  Sir,  I  think  we  must  regariiit 
very  largely  as  a  sentiment.  I  notice  in  a  re- 
turn placed  on  the  table  of  the  House  that  the 
mortgages  of  land  under  the  Land  Transfer  Act 
reach  rather  more  than  thirty- three  millioDS. 
In  all,  I  presume,  taking  the  large  and  smiU 
holdings  in  the  colony,  they  are  mortgaged  to 
the  extent  of  about  forty  millions  of  monev. 
Now,  when  a  man's  farm  is  mortgaged  to  the 
extent  of  60  per  cent.,  what  interest  has  be  is 
that  holding  ?  The  so-called  freeholder  has  an 
interest  to  the  extent  of  40  per  cent.,  while  the 
mortgagee  has  an  interest  to  the  extent  of  60 
per  cent.,  and  therefore  he  has  the  whip  handle, 
and  well  illustrates  that  the  borrower  is  servtnt 
to  the  lender.  Now,  under  the  lease  in  perpe- 
tuity, whatever  improvements  are  made  by  iht 
expenditure  of  capital  and  by  the  efforts  of  the 
leaseholder,  they  belong  to  the  tenant.  He  can 
enjov  them  or  dispose  of  them  in  the  open 
market  just  as  he  pleases.  As  to  Crown 
tenancy,  and  speaking  as  a  member  of  the 
Canterbury  Land  Board,  and  having  had  an  op- 
portunity of  noticing  how  the  land-laws  uq 
administered,  I  say  the  Crown  is  a  oonsideiate 
landlord.  If  a  good  case  is  made  out  by  the 
tenant,  and  a  favourable  report  made  by  the 
Ranger  that  the  tenant  is  industrious,  and  ex- 
pends his  capital  and  energy  in  improving  his 
holding,  but  that  he  is  not  in  a  position  to  p^J 
his  rent  punctually,  three  months*  and  even  six 
months*  time  is  given  the  tenant  to  pay  his 
rent.  Would  such  lenient  terms  be  given  hf 
the  mortgage  companies  of  the  colony  or  by 
private  investors  ?  No,  Sir,  I  am  quite  sure 
they  would  not.    I  recollect  a  circumstance  io 
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1888  wbioh  oame  under  my  notioe.    A  hftil- 
ftonnTifliled  the  South  Island,  and  swept  over 
^oantiy  extending   from    Oamaru    as    far  as 
Oieviot,  destroying  the  crops  in  the  country 
Ofer  which  it  passed.    A  neighbouring  farmer, 
who  had  a  mortgage  over  his  freehold,  ap- 
plied to  the  agents,  Miles  and  Oo.,  of  Ghrist- 
«hiiich,  for  relief  in  the  form  of  a  remission 
of  gix  months'  rent,  or  else  to  allow  him  time 
to  pay  his  rent ;  and  he  also  pointed  out  his 
ksB.    The  reply  to  that  request  was  that,  if 
the  rent  was  not  paid  within   the  prescribed 
nme  of  the  mortgage  deed,  they  would  fore- 
filose  and  sell  him  up.    Alas,  what  compassion  1 
lithe  Grown  tenants  were  given  an  opportunity, 
M  suggested  by  members  on  the  Opposition 
beoches,  to  convert  their  leaseholds  into  free- 
holds  they  would  have  to  go  into  the  money- 
msiket  to  raise  the  money  to  purchase.    This 
would  be  at  onoe  an  encouragement  to  get  into 
debt.    A  mortgage  would  require  to  be  taken 
cat  on  the  farm,  which  would  thus  pass  from 
the  tenant's  hands  to  those  of  the  mortgagee, 
iod  from  a  Grown  tenancy  very  often  to  that  of 
a  Gentile  Jew.     Honourable  members  will  per- 
ieetly  understand  what   I  mean  by  that  ex- 
fnaaion  :  I  mean  those  companies  and  money- 
hoding  firms  who  have  no  existence  in  the 
ooloDy,    who    have    neither    a    body    to    be 
kicked  nor   a    soul  to  lose.    You  cannot  pos- 
in>ly  approach   them   when   they   have  their 
headquarters  in  London  or  in  Paris,  or  other 
continental  cities,  and  therefore  they  are  mer- 
ciless to  those  who  are  under  them.     Sir,  I 
hope  the  Government  will  stand  to  their  guns, 
Md  not  under  any  circumstances  yield  to  any 
pmcure  that  may  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
them  to  hold  out  inducements  to  the  Grown 
teDants  to  convert  their  leaseholds  into  free- 
holds.     I  would  rather  see  the  Qovemment 
leave  those  benches  than  yield  to  something 
which  would  assuredly   bring   about   all   the 
•vile  that  existed   when  the  Opposition  held 
office,  and  before  the  passing  of  the  benifioent 
lAod  Acts  of  the  present  Government.    Then 
would  again  be  brought  about  in  this  young, 
to}  and  promising  country  of  New  Zealand — 
onz  home,  and  the  home  of  our  children  after 
Qs->the  aggregation  of  large  estates,  and  all 
ttia  evils  from  land-monopoly  which  are  con- 
nected with  large  estates  In    this  and  every 
civilised  country  in  the  world. 
.Mr.  J.  HUTCHBSON  (Wellin^on  Gity).— 
Si^i  I  regret  exceedingly  chat  Ministers  have 
not  seen  fit  to  take   sdvantage  of  the  ample 
<>|^tunity  idforded  them  up  to  the  present 
time  to  clear  themselves  from  the  accusations 
that  have  been  made  against  them  in  connec- 
uon  with  Marine  affairs  on  almost  every  plat- 
n>nn  in  the  colony.    Throughout  the  debate  I 
have  deemed  it  becoming  and  decorous  on  my 
^1  as  one  of  the  younger  members  of  the 
House,  to  remain  in  my  place,  so  as  to  give 
them  that  opportunity  which,  it  must  be  ob- 
'lotts  to  every  member  of  the  House,  is  their 
PJ^^'^ative.    But,  for  reasons  quite  apparent, 
"fiy  have  sat  still.    And  so,  Sir,  that  I  may 
not  lose  my  opportunity  of  recorcUng  my  views 
on  the  unsatisfactory  means  which  Ministers 


have  adopted  to  fully  clear  up  this  muchtalked- 
of  Marine  scandal,  and  their  connection  there- 
with, I  am  forced  to  anticipate  their  speeches, 
and  possible  defence,  and  speak  with  such 
knowledge  as  I  possess.  During  the  financial 
debate  last  year  I  was  digging  in  the  Minis- 
terial backyard,  and  my  spade  struck  an  old 
tomb.  The  fetor  arising  from  that  tomb  has 
pervaded  the  whole  of  the  colony.  It  is  not 
only  a  scandal,  it  is  also  the  fetid  exhalations 
of  a  decomposing  political  corpse.  The  present 
political  scandflJ  had  its  origin  in  another 
political  scandal  of  some  three  or  four  years 
ago.  I  will  endeavour  to  give  as  clearly  as 
possible  a  connected  history  of  the  cose,  as  far 
as  my  knowledge  goes  ;  but  before  doing  that 
I  would  like  to  review  the  present  position — 
what  the  House  is  considering,  and  what 
the  House  has  a  right  to  consider.  I  have 
heard  speaker  after  speaker  in  support  of  the 
Government  urging  with  bated  breath  that 
this  matter  was  too  sacred  for  Parliament  to 
discuss;  chat  it  would  be  nothing  short  of 
sacrilege  for  members  to  comment  ou  this 
matter,  it  being  stibjudice ;  and  that  they  had 
refrained  from  making  any  allusion  to  it  while 
making  their  presessional  speeches,  so  that 
they  might  be  free  to  consider  ic  with  a  calm 
and  judicial  mind  when  it  came  before  them. 
This  amendment,  if  carried,  will  f^ive  them 
that  opportunity  they  profess  to  desire — that 
is,  to  consider  the  whole  thing  with  a  calm  and 
judicial  mind.  The  Government  has  offered 
them  none.  The  country  will  not  be  content 
with  an  inquiry  into  the  default  or  short- 
comings of  officials  onl^.  What  the  country 
really  wants  is  an  inquiry  into  the  interference 
of  Ministers  with  their  responsible  officers  in 
the  discharge  of  their  high  duties.  Burnt 
offering  has  already  been  offered  up  to  save 
the  reputation  of  Ministers,  and  I  believe,  with 
almost  certain  foreknowledge,  that  further  sac- 
rifice will  be  made  if  this  Gommission — with- 
out any  disrespect  to  the  Gommission — pursues 
its  course,  as  in  all  probability  it  will.  Now, 
I  read  this  amendment,  and  it  makes  this 
proposition : — 

'*  We  would  respectfully  inform  your  Ex- 
cellency that,  inasmuch  as  no  Royal  Gommis- 
sion can  constitutionally  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  Ministers  in  relation  to  their  de- 
partments,"—and  authority  for  that  we  have 
from  the  Premier  himself,  —  '*and  whereas 
Ministers  have  on  a  former  and  similar  occa- 
sion pleaded  their  constitutional  privilege  to 
exempt  them  from  giving  evidence  before  a 
.Royal  Gommission,  this  House  affirms  its  un- 
doubted right  to  fully  inquire  into  the  connec- 
tion of  Ministers  with  the  issue  of  a  master's 
certificate  to  Gaptain  Jones,  of  the  *  Duco,* 
independently  of  any  inquiry  by  the  Royal 
Gommission." 

You  see,  Sir,  that  even  in  the  amendment  no 
disrespect  is  shown  to  this  Royal  Gommission. 
No  attempt  is  made  to  supen^ede  it.  All  that 
IS  asked  for  is  an  inquiry  by  this  House,  by 
whatever  means  the  House  thinks  fit,  inde- 
pendently of  the  Royal  Gommis<«ion.  There  is 
undoubtedly  work  for  the  Gommission  to  do  in 
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allocating  with  impartiality  the  exact  amount 
of  blame  attachitig  to  all  concerned  in  the 
matter;  but,  unless  this  House  rises  to  the 
occasion,  this  is  the  last  and  only  opportunity 
it  will  have  to  deal  with  Ministers'  connection 
with  this  so-called  scandal.  The  Premier,  in 
his  speech  at  Eketahuna,  said  that  what  he 
had  done  in  that  matter — alluding  to  the  Ma- 
rine afiair — he  would  do  again  under  similar 
circumstances.  For  that  reason,  principally, 
I  have  decided  that  I,  at  least,  of  all  his 
followers  and  admirers,  shall  not  condone 
the  offence  which  I  believe  he  has  com- 
mitted, and  which  he  has  aggravated  by  that 
statement  at  Eketahuna.  Had  he  shown  any 
regret,  or  even  a  discreet  silence,  on  what 
I  believe  to  be  an  unwarranted  and  un- 
warrantable interference  with  his  responsible 
of&cers,  I  should  probably  have  been  found 
among  his  apologists ;  but,  in  his  usual  trucu- 
lent manner,  he  said,  "  I  will  do  it  again," 
simply  because  he  bad  been  found  out  in 
doing  it.  He  has  been  following  these  tac- 
tics so  long  that,  with  a  faith  in  his  star  truly 
Napoleonic,  he  thinks  they  will  etill  carry  him 
through.  Now,  I  do  not  approve  of  his  connec- 
tion with  this  matter.  I  do  not  approve  of  his 
deliberate  inter tion  to  prevent  this  House  from 
inquiring  into  his  conduct  in  the  matter,  and  I 
do  not  approve  of  the  reiteration  of  his  inten- 
tion to  repeat  his  manifest  offence  against  good 
§overnment  if  he  should  again  think  fit.  Now, 
lir,  I  am  really  sorry  for  the  conception  that 
many  members  on  tlie  Government  side  have 
formed  as  regards  their  position  in  this  House 
and  their  responsibility  to  their  constituents. 
They  have  given  me  one  more  and  that  an 
extreme  exemplification  of  their  all-abound- 
ing faith  in  their  leader — an  idolatrous  faith 
when  it  is  held  to  such  an  extent  as  that. 
Whilst  they  say,  "  We  are  the  representatives 
of  the  people,"  yet  they  say,  **  We  have  no 
right  to  mention,  even  to  allude  to,  an  affair 
that  is  suhjudice."  Has  this  House  ever  put 
itself  in  that  position  ?  Has  this  House  ever 
bad  an  opportunity  of  expressing  its  mind  as 
to  how  the  matter  should  be  dealt  with  ?  The 
Oommippion  was  set  up  without  reference 
to  the  House,  and  that  on  the  very  eve  of  its 
assembling.  And  I  say,  because  the  Gonunis- 
Kion  was  set  up  despite  this  House,  which  is, 
and  I  trust  ever  shall  remain,  the  supreme 
tribunal  in  this  land,  is  it  to  be  robbed  of 
its  prerogative  and  gagged  so  that  it  cannot 
express  its  mind  in  the  matter  ?  If  those 
honourable  members  have  any  of  that  jealous 
feeling  for  the  rights  of  the  democracy  that  I 
have  they  would  at  once  disabuse  their  minds 
of  so  poor  a  conception  of  their  functions,  and 
stand  for  the  supremacy  of  Parliament.  Read- 
ing the  other  day  in  a  popular  magazine,  a 
paragraph  struck  me  as  particularly  appropriate 
to  this  occasion.  William  B.  Harper,  presi- 
dent of  the  University  of  Chicago,  in  an 
article  on  **  The  University  and  Democracy/* 
says,— 

**  Democracy  is  at  times  corrupt.  Under 
the  guise  of  loyalty  to  her  best  interests,  tiiose 
in  whose  hands  she  has  intrusted  herself  in 
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loving-kindness  assault  and  seduce  her.  Shame 
and  reproach  fall  upon  her.  She  must  be 
cleansed  and  purified  before  she  may  again 
cake  up  her  great  and  glorious  work  for  all  Che 
world  with  a  certain  hope  of  success.  She  has 
exhibited  a  fatal  weiJmess ;  the  result  will  be 
ruinous.  Sharp  and  stem  words  must  be 
spoken  by  the  prophet  whose  keen  eye  sees  the 
situation  and  its  dangers.  No  pity  may  be  ex- 
tended, no  word  of  sympathy,  until  the  evil 
has  been  mended.  The  lesson  is  bitter  and 
full  of  shame,  hut  the  effect  will  be  progress,  if 
the  chastisement  be  severe  enough.  The  deer 
voice  of  prophetic  rebuke  must  be  heard  when- 
ever corruption  rears  its  head  to  public  gftse." 
Now,  Sir,  one  can  quite  understand  the  self- 
deprecating  feeling  that  must  pervade  the 
minds  of  many  members  of  this  honouiaUe 
House  when  one  recollects  that  the  Premier 
on  one  occasion  said  to  one  honourable  gentle- 
man, who  has  recently  filled  this  House  with 
sound  and  fury,  **  The  seat  does  not  belong  to 
you ;  the  seat  belongs  to  the  Governmeoi." 
One  can  easily  understand  the  position,  how 
men  have  abrogated  their  right  of  judgment, 
their  sense  of  independence,  and  sat  still, 
satisfied  to  have  it  said  the  seat  was  not 
theirs,  but  belonged  to  the  Government.  At 
the  first  opportunity,  to  whoever  told  him  that, 
a  man  with  the  slightest  sense  of  self-respect 
would  say,  "Just  wait  a  minute,  and  hear 
what  I  am  going  to  say,  and  see  what  I  am 
going  to  do.  I  am  going  to  vote  against  you  lo 
show  you  I  believe  the  seat  to  be  mine."  And 
then,  when  the  occasion  arose,  to  challenge  to 
the  issue  the  man  who  thus  addressed  him,  and 
settle  definitely  whether  or  not  the  seat  was 
to  be  his  or  that  of  the  Gk>vemment.  And  that 
was  not  the  only  offence  of  the  kind.  Yon  oan 
all  recollect  when  the  Premier  told  man  alter 
man  that  he  had  their  political  souls  in  his 
pocket — that,  at  least,  was  how  I  oonstruad 
it.  When  reading  the  report  in  the  public 
Press  I  trembled  with  indignation  at  what 
was  said  to  the  late  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  Eamshaw)  and  the  present  mem- 
ber for  Palmerston  (Mr.  Pirani)  when  thej 
incurred  the  Premier's  displeasure.  That 
thing  must  end.  As  long  as  I  have  the 
honour  of  a  seat  in  this  House  my  remaining 
time  will  be  devoted  to  vindicating  the  right  of 
the  representative  to  hold  and  exercise  his  own 
judgment  in  all  matters  of  great  moment  and 
all  questions  involving  constitutional  principle. 
Now,  Sir,  to  initiate  members  somewhat  into 
the  genesis  of  this  affair,  I  must  begin  at  the 
time  when  advertisements  were  published  in 
the  New  Zealand  papers,  calling  for  application 
for  the  position  of  Chief  Examiner  of  Masters 
and  Mates.  You  will  all  recollect  that  the 
advertisements  were  inserted  to  close  at  s 
certain  date.  They  ran  the  due  time,  and 
they  disappeared  from  the  newspapers.  ^' 
months  no  man  was  appointed.  The  thing  vtf 
allowed  to  drop  from  public  gaae  altogether. 
There  was  a  reason  for  that.  The  thing  bad  to 
to  be  allowed  to  drop  into  oblivion  before  the 
attempt  was  again  repeated,  while  mstteis 
were  maturing.    Many  months  after,  the  ad* 
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Tenisemeot  upon  which  the  late  holder  of  the 
podtioD  of  Chief  Examiner  of  masters  and  mates 
«u  appointed  was  inserted.  This  set  forth 
that  one  of  the  necessary  qualifications  should 
be  the  possession,  at  the  time  of  application, 
of  an  extra  master's  certificate.  Then  politi- 
cal intrigae  and  inflaence — those  two  accursed 
enemiee  of  the  democracy — were  set  to  work, 
10  that  a  man  was  appointed  who  had  not  an 
«xtEa  master's  certificate,  nor  an  exceptionally 
high  grade  of  ordinary  master's  cettifioate — 
that  ia,  it  was  obtckined  at  a  time  and  at 
a  plaoe  where  it  was  a  go-as-you-please  kind 
of  a  matter,  passing  an  ordinary  master's 
examination. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Where  was  that  ? 

Mr.  J.  HUTGHESON.— In  Australia.  I  may 
heze  say  that  to-night  I  am  going  to  exercise 
fliy  fullest  parliamentary  privilege  in  stating 
my  beliefs,  my  convictions,  my  knowledge,  and 
eren  my  suspicions,  but  without  malice,  and 
vith  every  desire  to  avoid  hurting  the  feelings 
of  any  disinterested  or  outside  individual.  I 
beUere  that  he  got  bis  official  appointment  fully 
4iann  out  to  the  chief  examinership  of  masters 
tod  mates,  but  with  one  little  blemish,  there 
being  a  footnote  saying,  '*  subject  to  your  ob- 
tiinhig  an  extra  master's  certificate."  All  that 
VIS  right  and  proper,  apparently,  in  the  minds 
cf  some  honourable  members.  It  matters  not 
to  them  that  a  close  relation  of  one  of  the 
Mlmslers — at  least,  so  it  was  alleged  by  those 
in  the  know — was  intriguing  as  fully  as  he 
ooold  for  the  appointment  of  this  incompetent 
man. 

Mr.  MOBRISON.— Name  the  Minister. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON.— Yes ;  he  was  the 
aonin-Iaw  of  the  Hon.  John  McEenzie — M.  P. 
Oameron.    Now  you  have  got  it.    Every  time 

acuk  me  for  a  name  you  will  get  it.  I 
ve  the  Hon.  J.  G.  Ward  was  Minister  for 
lilarine  at  the  time.  He  is  at  present  absent 
from  the  colony,  so  I  will  deal  with  him  as 
lightly  as  possible.  Captain  Ailman,  then,  was 
appointed  over  the  heads  of  half  a  dozen,  at 
mt,  of  highly  qualified  men — men  as  good  as 
erer  trod  the  deck  of  a  vessel,  and  men  of  high 
flcholarly  attainments ;  bus  they  were  not  domi- 
ciled ia  New  Zealand,  perhaps ;  and  some  of 
them  had  no  particular  political  pull.  The  one 
who  got  the  appointment  went  over  to  Victoria, 
and  there  failed  ignominiously  to  pass  his 
sxaminaiion  for  au  extra  master's  cerbificaie. 
Then  he  made  a  swift  overland  trip  to  Sydney. 
There  everything  was  prepared  for  him,  and, 
if  1  can  believe  the  testimony  of  half  a  dozen 
credible  informants— men  of  the  cloth — the 
doors,  by  some  mysterious  agency,  were  open 
for  his  examination  the  moment  he  landed. 
The  probationary  period  that  the  law  very 
pioperly  requires  in  the  case  of  an  ordinary 
ftp^icant  for  examination,  so  that  his  testi- 
monials can  be  compared  with  the  records  and 
verified,  was  dispensed  with  in  this  case. 

An  Hon.  Msmbsb. — EUbve  they  a  Marine 
Board  there? 

Mr.  J.  HUTOHESON.— They  have,  I  believe. 
If  1  had  been  given  time,  or  this  House  had 
been  given  a   proper  tribunal   whereby  any 


suspicion  or  clue  could  be  followed  up,  I  would 
be  more  free  to  speak  of  what  occurred.    What 
I  believe,  however,  and  what  I  have  been  told 
by  those  who  trade  there,  is  that  it  was  only  a 
farce  of  an  examination.    And  I  heard  from 
one  man — I  only  have  it  by  word  of  mouth  and 
have  no  means  of  proving  it ;  but  I  was  in- 
formed by  one  who  ought  to  know,  and  who 
ought  not  to  mislead  me — that  the  Examiner 
there  was  dismissed,  as  Captain  Ailman  has 
been  dismissed  here,  and  for  the  same  reason. 
That  may  not  be  correct,  and  I  have  no  proof 
of  it,  but  it  is  the  deliberate  statement  of  one 
who  is  well  informed  and  who  holds  a  high  posi- 
tion.   I  must  now  go  a  little  further  on  in  the 
tale  and    introduce  a  few  fresh    characters. 
Captain    Jones,    of    the    '*  Duoo,"    of    recent 
celebrity,  was  an  old  employ6  of  Captain  W.  B. 
Williams,  who  was  commonly  known  in  Wel- 
lington as  **  Bully  Williams."    He  was  also  a 
well-respected  and  highly  valued  servant ;  so 
much  so,  as  the  story  goes,  that  in  a  codicil  to 
the  will  of  the  late  Captain  Williams  one  of  the 
conditions  imposed  upon  his  executor  (his  son, 
Mr.  James  H.  Williams)  was  that  employment 
should  be  found  for  Captain  Jones  as  long  as 
he  (Mr.  J.  H.  William^)  possessed  the  ves&ols. 
Now,  I  am  going  to  try  and  show  you  how  it 
was  that  the  owner  of  the  vessel  was  particu- 
larly interested  in  the  procuring  of  a  certificate 
for  Captain  Jones.    You  see,  there  would  be  no 
likelihood  of  his  breaking  the  conditions  of  the 
will  that  he  should  retain  the  services  of  Cap- 
tain Jones,  and,  at  the  same  time,  considering 
the  disability  Captain  Jones  laboured  under  in 
not  having  the  necessary  certificate  to  take  the 
vessel  out  of  the  harbour,  he  naturally  found  it 
expensive  having  to  pay  a  certificated  man 
each  trip.     Now,  having  shown  motive  for  the 
procuring  of  a  home-trade  master's  certificate, 
and  before  tracing  the  proceedings  further,  let 
me  endeavour  to  lay  down  some  distinctive 
definitions,  so  that  honourable  members  may 
follow  me.     The  papers  on  which  it  was  sought 
to  obtain  a    service  certificate  as  home-trade 
master    I  will    call    the    record    of   services. 
A  service  certificate  and  a  competency  certifi- 
cate   are,    grade    for    grade,    of    equal    value 
to   the   holder,  but   are   obtained   under  dif- 
ferent conditions,  eet  forth  in  the  regulations.  . 
The  first  official  notice   we  have  of  Captain 
Jones's  application  for  a  home-trade  master's 
service  certificate  was  when  his  record  of  ser- 
vices was  forwarded  to  the  department  on  the 
4th  June,  1895.    The  Collector  of  Customs  ac- 
knowledged their   receipt.     On  the  27th  Feb- 
ruary, 1896,  Mr.  Glasgow  replied  to  an  inquiry 
made  by  the  Premier  as  to  the  validity  of  the 
alleged  record  of  service  submitted  by  Jones  to 
the  Premier  in  these  terms :  '*  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that  the  required  service  has 
not  been  proved,  and  I  could  not  recommend 
the  issue  of  a  certificate  of  service.  '    If  it  is 
necessary  to  prove  service  for  the  issue  of  a 
service  certificate,  it  is  more  so  to  sit  for  an 
examination  for  a  certificate  of  competency. 
Yet  on  this  same  discredited  record  of  service, 
and,  as  we  are  told,  by  virtue  of  a  "permit," 
for  which  no  provision  is  made  by  statute  or 
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regulation,  we  now  find  that  some  time  in 
July,  1897,  Captain  Jones  is  alleged  to  have 
passed  an  examination  for  home-trade  master. 
As  I  have  been  compelled  to  speak  before 
Ministers,  and  will  not  have  an  opportunity  to 
refute  any  misconstruction  they  may  pat  upon 
any  correspondence  which  has  passed  between 
us  on  this  subject,  I  must  anticipate  them, 
if  possible,  and  read  and  explain  what  I  have 
written  and  received.  On  the  14th  November, 
some  days  after  the  House  closed,  I  wrote  to 
the  Premier  as  follows  : — 

**  Wellington,  14th  November,  1898. 

"  Deab  Sib, — Concerning  the  charges  of 
gross  irregularities  in  the  examinations  of 
masters  and  mates,  made  by  me  in  the  firian- 
oial  debate,  I  strongly  desire  that  you  will  at 
once  send  for  Mr  Glasgow,  Secretary  of  the 
Marine  Department,  who,  I  have  reason  to 
believe,  is  now  in  possession  of  such  knowledge 
as  will  enable  him  to  corroborate  the  principal 
charges  I  made. 

'*  In  fulfilment  of  your  statement  to  the 
House  {vide  p&ge  816,  Hansardj^  and  in  order 
to  allay  a  feeling  of  deep  distrust  gaining 
ground  among  the  officers  of  the  mercantile 
marine,  I  look  with  confidence  to  your  probing 
this  matter  to  the  very  bottom.  Should  you 
discover  my  statements  to  be  substantiallv  cor- 
rect, I  trust  you  will  act  with  that  prompti- 
tude and  thoroughness  which  has  always 
characterized  you.'  If  not  correct,  then  no 
injury  can  ensue  to  any  individual,  as  I  have 
religiously  refrained  from  giving  the  matter  any 
publicity.  Trusting  to  hear  from  you  on  the 
subject  in  due  course, — Believe  me,^c., 

**  John  Hutchbson. 

"  The  Right  Hon.  the  Premier." 

Now,  the  Premier  was  about  to  travel  at  the 
time,  and  was  some  time  away  from  Wellingion. 
Perhaps,  speaking  from  memory,  some  fortnight 
or  three  weeks  elapsed  and  I  received  no  reply. 
When  he  had  returned  to  town,  and  after  much 
hunting,  I  discovered  the  Premier  very- bard  at 
work  amongst  the  debris  of  broken  bricks  and 
mortar  in  the  temporary  Cabinet- room  in  the 
Parliament  Buildings.    We  had  a  conversation 
there  on  the  matter,  and  I  must  sav  the  Pre- 
mier appeared  deeply  concerned  about  it.     I 
learned  by  this  time  that  an  official  inquiry  was 
going  on.     But  the  Premier  did  not  do  me  the 
courtesy  of  letting  me  know  he  had  done  this 
or  had  received  my  letter.    An  ample  oppor- 
tunity was  afforded  in  the  period  that  elapsed 
— I  think  three  weeks.    But,  at  any  rate,  what 
was  the  reason  of  my  writing  in  such  a  peremp- 
tory manner  ?    One  of  the  responsible  officers 
of  the  Marine  Department  had  discovered  the 
late    Chief   Examiner  of    Masters  and  Mates 
endeavouring    to  abstract    the    incriminatory 
documents,  and,  in  great  perturbation  of  mind, 
he  got  the  lot  together,  pealed  them  up,  and, 
taking  them  at  once  to  his  chief,  the  secretary 
of  the  department,  asked  him  to  lock  them  up 
in  his  own  strong-room.    That  is  why  I  wrote 
so  decidedly ;  and,  when  I  knew  that  a  depart- 
mental inquiry  was  going  on,  I  determined  to 
let  things  take  their  course,   though  all  this 
time,  strange  though  it  may  seem,  I  never  even 
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smelt  the  proverbial  rat.  Although  for  years  I 
had  known  that  things  were  radically  wioog  in 
the  Marine  Department,  I  had  not  yet  suspected 
the  Premier  of  being  personally  cognisant  of, 
and  certainly  not  a  participant  in,  any  irroga- 
laxities.  But  later  on  I  did,  from  an  unooci- 
Bcious  soliloquy  of  his  in  these  woi-ds:  "Haog 
it  all;  that  cannot  be  Jones."  In  answer  to 
his  question,  *•  Who  is  the  man  ?  "  I  said,  "  1 
really  do  not  know;  I  am  in  ignorance,  and 
have  expressed  my  intention  of  being  content 
to  remain  in  ignorance." 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— It  is  from  you  1   got 
the  olue. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON.— You  did  not  want 
any  clue  at  all ;  you  were  quite  oontent  to  do 
what  you  were  told.  However,  to  proceed,  on^ 
the  26th  December,  1898, 1  received  the  follow- 
ing from  the  Premier,  and  I  am  going  to  read 
all  this,  because  it  is  probable  it  may  be  reed 
and  interpreted  against  me.  I  do  so  beoanee 
neither  Minister  would  give  me  an  opportonity 
of  seeing  their  line  of  defenc*?.  They  were  on 
their  defence,  I  say  ;  and  I  was  not  the  mover 
nor  connected  with  the  moving  of  the  amend- 
ment which  they  have  chosen  to  make  one  of 
no  confidence.  In  my  speech  last  session  I  d^ 
not  incriminate  them,  but  made  careful  and 
guarded  statements,  and  it  has  been  shown  in 
the  Courts  of  law  that  I  was  not  a  disseminator 
of  scandals,  but  had  rendered  a  publio  eervioe, 
and  at  least  secured  the  cancellation  of  an 
illegally  obtained  master's  certificate,  although 
all  the  culprits  have  not  yet  been  punished. 
Well,  this  is  what  the  Premier  wrote  : — 

"  Premier's  Office, 

26th  December,  1898. 

"Dear  Sib,— During  the  investigation  in 
respect  to  the  .examination  of  masters  and 
mates,  and  which  you  referred  to  in  your 
speech  in  the  House,  one  of  the  ofl^oers  ha» 
made  the  following  statement :  '  That  Gaptais 
Von  Schoen  had  seen  him  during  the  session, 
and  had  told  him  that  Mr.  Hutcheson,  M.H.R.r 
had  seen  the  Premier,  who  was  willing  to 
receive  the  information  from  Captain  Von 
Schoen  without  touching  Jones,  whose  name 
had  not,  however,  Von  Schoen  said,  been  men- 
tioned to  the  Premier.' 

*'  Seeing  that  I  gave  no  such  promise  as  to 
Jones,  or  as  to  any  other  person  who  had 
obtained  certificates, — in  fact,  so  far  as  I  can 
recollect,  the  question  of  certificates,  or  inter- 
fering therewith,  was  never  mentioned, — will 
you  kindly  oblige  by  giving  me  your  recollec- 
tion of  what  took  place  at  the  interview.— 
Yours,  &o.,  '*  R.  J.  Skddos. 

'*  John  Hutcheson,  Esq.,  M.H.B., 
Wellington." 

I  immediately  replied  as  follows  : — 

"  Bouloott  Street,  27th  December,  1896- 
"Dbab  Sm, — Your  memorandum,  beaiio^ 
yesterday's  date,  came  to  hand  this  evening- 
Whilst  asking  me  for  my  recollection  as  to 
what  took  place  at  a  certain  interview,  yon 
say,  *  In  fact,  so  far  as  I  can  recollect,  the  qnes- 
tion  of  certificates,  or  interfering  therewitk» 
was  never  mentioned.'     I  also  am  bound  U> 
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sUte  that,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  such  sub 
ject  WAS  never  mentioned.  And,  furthei,  I  c&ii 
positively  assure  you  I  never  made  such  state- 
ment to  Von  Schoen  ;  as  here  again  so  far  as 
I  can  recollect,  the  question  of  certificates  was 
never  mentioned  between  us.  Captain  Von 
Scboen,  whilst  expressing  the  greatest  solioi- 
tode  for  his  client,  seemed  to  rely  for  safety  on 
being  able  to  preserve  his  incognito ;  and  even 
ULtil  this  day  he  has  not  disclosed  the  name  to 
me. 

"  I  only  ascertained  some  few  days  ago  the 
identity  of  the  man  in  question,  and  while  I 
regret  to  find  that  he  is  one  whom  I  have 
always  regarded  as  a  friend,  yet  I  am  in 
bonoar  and  duty  bound  to  repeat  that  indem- 
nity was  not  asked  for  by  me,  nor  offered  by 
700,  nor  did  I  lead  Captain  Von  Sohoen  to 
believe  that  such  was  so. — I  remain,  &,g,, 

"John  Hutghbson. 

"Mr.  Seddon." 

Now,  I  have  read  all  the  correspondence  I 
im  aware  of,  and  the  only  intention,  the  only 
deiire  I  had  at  the  time,  was  to  assist  the  Pre- 
mier in  every  way  to  get  at  the  bottom  of  this, 
uidto  put  the  Marine  Department  in  order. 
It  bad  been  in  a  serious  state  of  disorder,  in 
tbemost  tawdry  and  haphazard  condition,  for 
aaay  years  past,  and  the  repeated  representa- 
tions I  had  made  to  the  Minister  in  charge 
of  the  department  had  been  so  fruitless— had 
effected  nothing  only  weariness  of  spirit — that 
I  was  pleased  of  the  opportunity  to  assist  the 
Premier  in  some  way.  Now,  I  will  revert 
again  to  Captain  Jones  and  his  varied  inter- 
views with  Ministers.  You  know  that  Captain 
Jones,  or  those  who  were  behind  him,  have 
endeavoured  by  every  means  to  bring  pressure 
to  bear  upon  the  Premier.  After  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  Marine — who,  by  the  way,  I 
may  inform  you,  is  the  official  keeper  of  all 
records  of  sea- service  which  is  properly  ren- 
dered, so  that  if  he  has  no  record  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  there  is  no  service  ;  and  no 
one  has  any  right  to  doubt  that  he  does  not 
know  of  service  —  and  when  this  deputation 
foond  that  they  could  not  succeed  in  one 
direction  they  tried  another.  I  have,  Sir,  a  sus- 
picion, almost  amounting  to  a  knowledge,  that 
a  number  of  ladies  were  interested  in  this, 
ud  that  they  used  what  influence  and  pres- 
bore  they  could  bring  to  bear  upon  the  Pre- 
mier to  influence  him  to  make  up  his  mind  to 
grant  this  certificate.  The  Secretary  could 
not  possibly  recommend  that  the  certincate  be 
granted,  because  Captain  Jones  was  unable 
to  show  the  necessary  proper  record  of  ser- 
vice to  satisfy  the  regulations,  but  the  Pre- 
nder  said  in  effect  to  the  deputation,  "If 
yon  will  swear  that  what  my  highest  officer 
>*ye  in  such  emphatic  tones  is  not  correct 
Ukdmast  consequently  be  false,  I  will,  taking 
yonr  oath  as  my  protection,  set  aside  my 
official  and  his  records  and  grant  you  the 
Mttific|kte."  Of  course,  the  Premier  will  say 
he  did  not  say  that  deliberately  in  those  words, 
^d  be  will  find  some  means  of  prevaricating 

HI^D ;  but  that  is  what  he  meant ;  he  chaJ- 

l*D0dd  them  to  sign  a  false  declaration  to  shield 


him,  so  that  he  could  act  the  "  greenhorn,*'  a» 
he  so  often  does,  and  say,  "  Well,  what  could 
I  do,  when  responsible  citizens  came  to  me 
and  actually  made  an  affidavit  ?  How  could 
I  question  their  action"?  He  would  again 
have  appeared  in  the  rdle  of  the  victim  of 
misplaced  confidence.  That  is  the  position 
he  would  have  taken  up  if  the  thing  had  come 
out  as  intended.  But  the  deputation,  wisely 
for  their  own  skins,  funked  the  signing  of  a 
false  declaration,  which  could  easily  have  been 
proved  to  be  false  ;  and  so  until  the  time  when 
the  Premier  departed  from  tbe  colony  he  had 
not  screwed  his  courage  up  to  the  siicking- 
point  for  what  would  have  been  his  crowning 
feat.  I  must,  of  course,  let  the  House  under- 
stand that  up  to  this  point  the  Premier  and 
the  various  deputations  had  been  in  negotiation 
for  one  particular  class  of  certificate,  that  is, 
the  one  technically  described  as  a  home  trade 
master's  certificate  of  service.  Now,  Sir,  I 
have  had  the  gratification  of  sitting  in  the 
debate  hitherto,  and  of  hearing  member  after 
member,  more  especially  on  the  Qovernment 
side  of  the  House,  going  along  in  glorious 
ignorance  of  tbe  meaning  of  the  terms  they 
were  dealing  with.  We  had  the  honourable 
member  for  Oaversham  telling  us  about  the 
one  thing  being  a  certificate  of  service  and 
the  other  a  master's  certificate. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON.— Even  now.  Sir,  the 
only  impression  I  had  after  he  sat  down  was 
**  Vox  et  prcBterea  7iihil " — **  a  great  deal  of 
sound  and  nothing  in  it  whatever."  He  does 
not  know  that  there  are  service  certificates  of 
every  imaginable  grade.  Every  grade  issued 
under  a  certificate  of  competency  has  also  a 
counterpart  in  a  certificate  of  service. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  quoted  the  section  of 
the  Act. 

Mr.  J.  HUTGHESON.  -Oh,  you  are  pat  at 
quoting,  but,  unfortunately,  you  never  under- 
stand what  you  are  quoting ;  it  is  patter — 
simply  patter.  , .,  J  3         '  fi  3 

Mr.  MORRISON.— And  [^3 ou  are  the  only 
Socrates  in  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  HUTGHESON.— Poor  old  Socrates  I 
This  is  the  difference,  that  if  Captain  Jones  had 
been  granted  a  certificate  of  service  he  would 
have  been  as  fully  equipped,  as  far  as  law  is 
concernod,  as  he  undoubtedly  was  when  he 
procured  his  home- trade  master's  certificate  of 
competency.  It  is  a  mere  quibble  that  has 
been  raised — a  mixing  up  of  the  issues.  And 
the  Premier  and  his  colleagues  have  been 
trying  to  convince  the  people  of  the  colony 
that  there  is  a  very  great  difference  indeed 
between  a  certificate  of  service  and  a  certificate 
of  competency. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  J.  HUTGHESON.— But  I  say.  Yes.  We 
find  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  colony 
everywhere  mixed  up  between  these  terms: 
certificate  of  service  and  certificate  of  com- 
petency. Why,  even  a  man  of  alleged  light 
and  leading,  who  sits  in  another  place  and 
poses    as    an    instructor   of    the    people,  baa 
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actually  made  the  same  mistake  in  a  kind 
of  manifesto  he  has  pabliahed  on  the  subjeoL 
Can  you  wonder  then  at  the  ordinary  lay  mind 
misconceiving  the  thing  ?  I  will  give  it  to  you 
an  it  is  stated  by  this  joumnl'st  and  legislator. 
Here  is  what  he  says:  "  Up  <o  this  time  what 
Captain  Jones  asked  for  was  a  certifioate  ol 
service ;  but  at  this  time  '* — excuse  the  English 
— "  he  aspired  to  something  high,  such  as  a 
master's  certificate,  which  would  entitle  him 
to  take  English  vessels  to  the  Old  Country.'* 
Now,  how  can  you  wonder  if  the  ordinary  lay 
mind  of  the  colony  is  mixed  over  these 
things  when  one  whom  the  people  look  to  for 
information  is  so  ignorant  of  the  facts,  or 
ohooses  to  so  distort  them,  and  directly  im- 
plies that  there  is  a  difference  in  value  between 
the  certificate  of  service  for  the  Home  trade 
and  the  certificate  of  competency  for  the  same 
trade  ?    A  certificate  of  service  is  absolutely  of 

100     ^^^  Bfune  value  in  law  as  a  certificate 
'    of  competency  of  similar  grade. 

An  Hon.  Member. — We  all  know  that. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON.— Well,  you  tried  your 
best  to  mix  the  minds  of  members  of  this 
House  over  it,  just  as  the  Premier  is  anxious 
to  persuade  members  that  had  his  abortive 
efforts  to  procure  a  service  certificate  been  suc- 
cessful even,  the  result  would  have  been  the 
merest  peccadillo  compared  with  the  iniquity 
of  the  boguR  competency  certificate.  That  is 
how  he  ruiig  the  changes  on  this  all  over  the 
country.  '*  What  I  wanted  Jones  to  get  was 
a  certificate  of  service,"  says  he,  **  and  what, 
through  the  conspiracy  of  vile  officials,  he  sue- 
oeeded  in  getting  was  a  certificate  of  com- 
petency, which  was  quite  a  different  matter 
altogether."  Now,  the  Minister  of  Marine,  in 
his  connection  with  the  thing,  merely  finished 
the  Premier's  work  in  a  different  manner,  be- 
cause, although  the  certificate  of  service  is  the 
one  most  easily  granted,  it  is  also  the  one  most 
easily  detected.  Every  seafaring  man  knows 
that  a  certificate  of  service  is  granted  for  ser- 
vices rendered  in  a  certain  capacity  for  a  cer- 
tain period,  and  during  a  certain  time;  and 
everybody  who  knew  Captain  Jones  would 
know  he  bad  not  done  that  service,  and  would 
have  challenged  the  certificate  accordingly. 
Bat  who  can  say,  when  the  examiner  and  the 
candidate  are  the  only  persons  in  the  room, 
that  the  candidate  has  not  passed  a  fair 
and  proper  examination,  if  the  examiner  is 
sufficiently  venal  and  corrupt  to  certify 
that  he  has?  Thnt  is  why  the  competency 
business,  as  carried  out,  was  deemed  less  easy 
of  detection.  Now,  here  is  my  charge  against 
the  Premier.  I  feel  that  the  Firemier  has  done 
wrong  in  doing  it.  I  feel  sure  the  Premier  has 
emphasized  that  wrong  in  his  vainglorious 
statement  that,  despite  his  officer's  repeated 
advice  that  the  thing  was  totally  Illegal  and  im- 
proper, he  would,  if  the  deputation  would  swear 
to  a  false  and  lying  document,  order  the  issue 
of  a  service  certificate.  In  Court  he  makes 
this  statement — at  least  it  is  said  on  his  behi^f 
by  a  paper  which  is  not  hostile  to  him,  and 
which  he  did  not  correct. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— I  should  have  a  great  deal 
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to  do  if  I  undertook  to  correct  all  that  was  put 
down  to  me.  

Mr.  HUTCHESON.— This  is  a  matter  that 
yon  ought  to  correct,  and  I  do  not  think,  with 
all  your  bravado,  you  will  be  so  bold  as  to  do  it 
again.  Probably,  by  the  time  this  House  has 
finished  with  it,  you  will  see  and  take  care  not 
to  do  it  again.  Here  it  is.  In  reply  to  Captain 
Jones's  solicitor,  the  Premier  is  reported  to 
have  said : — 

"The  position  I  took  up  was  this:  *Yoa 
must  have  the  sea  service  you  allege  veri- 
fied, because  doubt  has  been  cast  by  my  de- 
partment upon  that  service,  as  to  whether  it 
has  been  performed  or  not. '  I  said, '  Prove  that, 
and  if  it  is  proved,  my  opinion  is  that  Captain 
Jones  is  qualified  to  receive  a  service  certifi- 
cate.' I  said  this  because  Captain  Allman  had 
said  to  me  that  he  would  as  soon  trust  himself 
with  Captain  Jones  as  any  other  man  in  Wel- 
lington Harbour." 

Now,  I  am  going  to  read  the  last  few  lines 
again,  with  a  little  bit  of  punctuation  to  suit 
myself.  Now,  mark  the  punctuation:  "I 
said  this  because  Captain  Allman  had  said  to 
me  that  he  would  as  soon  trust  himself  with 
Captain  Jones  as  any  other  man ^in  Wel- 
lington Harbour."  You  see  that,  with  a  proper 
pause  between  **  man  "  and  '*  Wellington  la- 
bour," it  gives  it  an  entirely  different  meaning. 
And  surely  that  is  very  permissible  on  my  part, 
when  the  Minister  of  Marine  has  so  ingeniously 
discovered  that  "  permit "  is  both  a  verb  and 
a  substantive.  Now,  this  clearly  shows  that 
the  Premier  did  interfere  with  his  officers  and 
did  disregard  their  advice  and  official  dooo- 
ments,  and  publicly  confessed  his  willingness 
to  accept  in  lieu  a  false  and  lying  statement 
if  sworn  to  by  irresponsible  and  very  much 
interested  citizens.  When  one  learns  that  a 
deputation  of  citizens,  however  influential,  can 
so  nearly  approach  the  procuration  of  such  a 
violation  of  the  law  as  this,  it  is  high  time  the 
Government's  best  friends  should  take  a  stand 
and  should  say,  This  thing  shall  stop.  Tba 
Premier  said,  in  his  evidence  in  Court, — 

"  I  was  of  opinion,  as  I  still  am,  that  if  his 
sea  service  were  proved  Captain  Jones  is  en- 
titled to  a  service  certificate.  If  I  remember 
rightly,  it  was  submitted  to  me  by  the  depu- 
tation that  on  the  occasions  when  the  depart- 
ment said  other  men  were  in  charge  of  the 
steamer  Jones  was  actually  in  charge." 

And  further, — 

*'  I  still  think  Jones  is  qualified  to  have  a 
service  certificate,  if  the  proof  I  have  asked  for 
is  given.  He  was  practically  in  charge  of  the 
steamers  on  the  trips  in  question;  the  other 
men  were  simply  taken  as  dummies." 

And  still  further, — 

*'  On  looking  into  the  matter  very  oarefolly, 
doubt  arose  in  my  mind  as  to  whether,  if  the 
service  which  had  been  certified  to  by  Mr.  Wfl- 
liams  was  proved,  the  question  as  to  throwing  a 
doubt  upon  it  simply  because  no  permits  were 
issued  by  the  department  was  open.  That 
was  the  doubt  I  had  upon  the  matter." 

Now,  that  was  the  very  airy  manner  in  which 
the  Premier  treated  the  matter  in  the  faoe 
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of  tbafe  itatpment  made  by  Mr.  Glasgow  in 
writing:  "1  have  no  hesitation  in  saving  that 
this  service  has  not  been  pioved,  and  I  could 
not  recommerd  the  is»>ue  of  a  ceriificato." 
There  is  so  much  in  this  tangled  skein  for  one 
tonnravel  that  the  short  time  b/ft  to  me  ^ill 
Dot  enable  me  to  do  anything  more  than  jusc 
connect  the  Minister  of  Matine,,Mr.  Hall  Jones, 
with  thi8  matter.  Wh«n  the  Premi-r  Inft  for 
England  he  left  that  memorable  teleermm  bf>- 
bindhim  which  said  a<)  clearly  and  distinctly 
to  ihe  Minister  of  Marine  that  he  must  o^riy 
out  his  chief's  v^ill  as  if  it  had  been  a  royal 
mandate.  He  said,  ''  Get  this  mUter  settled." 
Mr.  Hall  -  Jon^s  was  aware,  evidently,  that, 
although  the  Premier  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  superseding  him  in  the  administration  of  \\U 
owndepatiment.  he  was,  now  that  the  Premier 
was  absent,  thrown  on  his  own  resoarces.  As 
one  of  the  Premier's  mcst  fulsome  and  flattering 
toidipg  put  it,  *•  When  Af  r.  Section  went  to  Eng- 
land Mr.  Hall-Jones  then  assumed  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Marine  Department."  But  Mr. 
Hall-Jones  was  well  aware  of  ail  that  had  been' 
gmQgoii,and  had  an  additional  reminder  when 
hegotlhis  telegram,  portion  of  which  be  thought 
loffieiwtly  important  to  underline.  And  next 
^ay,  or  the  following,  he  sent  for  Captain 
AJlfflao,  and  asked  him  what  he  bad  to  say 
Ahoot  the  Premier's  reference  to  him  in  the 
teifgram.  Captain  Allman  was  further  a<*ked 
if  be  had  yet  discovered  any  means  by  which 
the  Premier's  now  too-evident  desire  could  he 
gratified.  For  the  third  cr  fourth  time.  Captain 
Allroan  paid,  '*  No ;  1  am  in  accord  with  the  reat 
of  the  officers  in  my  department.  I  cannot  re- 
flonimend  the  issue  of  thia  certificate."  Now, 
let  hoDonrable  members  imagine  the  constant 
prewnre  that  was  kept  up  on  this  unfortunate 
official.  However  wrongly  he  was  appointed 
in  the  first  instance,  just  imagine  the  pressure 
be  was  subjected  to  by  repeated  requesta,  both 
written  and  spoken,  and  Ministerial  minutes, 
plainly  inviting  him  to  be  the  Ministerial  tool 
to  commit  this  outrage.  Ai<d  again  and  again 
^e  «aid  "  No ;  I  have  looked  into  the  matter 
to  the  very  bottom,  and  1  regret  to  say  that 
oothiogcan  be  done  for  Jones."  And,  finally, 
*ben  the  Premier  had  gone  away  from  the 
colony  and  the  telegram  from  the  Premier  is 
«bown  to  him  by  the  Minister  of  Marine,  he 
*^ain  said,  ••  I  can  do  noth  ing,  and  T  am  in  accord 
viththeotherofficera  of  the  department."  Then, 
•eeing  that  the  thing  had  got  to  pass— because 
1  sm  sure  the  Mi  raster  of  Marine  is  a  most  as- 
nduona colleague,  and  certainly  consumed  with 
*he  desire  to  acc:)mplish  his  chief's  wish— Cap- 
Wn  Allman  at  length  sugeested,  ••  Why  not  aub- 
jw^  JoHf-H  to  an  examination  for  competency  ?  " 
Thii  suggestion  the  Minipter,  it  seema,  eagerly 
^khold  cf,  and  although  Captain  Jonea  de- 
BJttrred,  and  protested  his  inability  to  go 
through  the  examination,  yet  the  Minister, 
•««ng  a  way  out  of  the  difficulty,  wa«  firm, 
»nd  even  advised  Jones  to  put  himnelf  in  the 
handa  of  a  teacher  of  navigation.  This  latter 
•dvice  Jones  took  literally,  with  excellent  re- 
Wllg  to  hiraiielf.  The  Marine  expert,  however, 
nminded  the  Minister  that  this  man  had  no 
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mate's  service,  which,  in  all  ordinary  circum- 
stances, ahould  have  proved  an  insuperable  bar 
to  his  ex>imtnation.  But  human  i  geuuity 
can  always  find  a  way  out  of  Huy  difficulty,  so 
the  permit  dcdge  was  suggested  and  adopted. 
Then  all  went  merry  as  a  marriage  bell  till  the 
mine  was  sprung  by  me  last  session.  Captain 
Allman  waa  invited  to  make  a  statement  clear- 
ing MiniKters  and  incriminatinf;  himself,  on  the 
assurance  that  Mininters  would  s  ick  to  him 
through  thick  and  thin.  Walking  thus  easily 
into  the  trap,  he  wrote  his  famous  confession, 
which,  together  with  the  discovery  of  the  new 
interpretation  of  the  ce'ebrated  memorandum, 
rendered  himp-rfrtctlv  defenceless,  and  proved 
his  undoing.  Had  he  been  a  wise  and  bold  man 
he  would  instead  have  said,**  What  explanation 
do  you  want?  You  know  all  about  it.  What 
do  yon  want  me  to  write  about?  I  will  write 
nothing."  But  he  was  su^e  that  the  Ministers 
would  stick  to  him  through  thick  and  thin, 
and  thought,  perhaps,  if  the  worst  came  to  the 
worst  there  was  still  the  written  authority 
of  the  Minister  of  Marine,  which,  though 
irregular,  there  is  no  do'ibt  in  my  mind  was 
intended  as  a  direct  instruction.  Mr.  Glasgow 
and  Mr.  Allport  have  b  tth  said  it  was  a  direct 
instruct'on,  and  they  to  ik  all  proper  precaution, 
as  careful  and  honourable  officers,  to  satisfy 
themselves  that  the  Minister  renllv  intended  it 
as  such.  They  have  said  in  C«uirt,  and  they 
have  put  it  in  writing,  that,  although  it  was 
a  moat  irreg^ular  metnod,  each  had  fully  done 
his  duty  in  passing  the  matter  on  for  verifica- 
tion to  his  chief.  Mr.  Allport,  as  a  careful 
and  honourable  officer,  went  to  his  chief,  the 
Stcretary  of  the  Marine  Department,  and  said 
to  him,  *'This  seems  a  s'^range  authority  on 
which  to  order  an  irregular  examination  to 
proceed.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  proper  and 
regular;  wi  1  you  relieve  me  from  the  onus  of 
keeping  it  ?"  **  Yes,  leave  it  with  me,"  Mr. 
Glasftow  said,  and  he  waited  on  the  Minister 
of  Marine  the  same  day  or  the  dav  following. 
At  that  interview  he  had  clearly  the  im- 
pression that  the  Minister  was  fully  aware 
that  ihis  necesaary  service  was  lacking;  and 
that,  notwithstanding,  the  Minister  was  of 
opinion  that  the  man  ought  to  be  atlo;>ed  the 
opportunity  of  Ritting  for  examinati(m  to  prove 
what  he  could  (to.  The  thing  is  damningly 
black  against  both  the  Premier  and  Minister  of 
Marine.  The  Minister  of  Marine  simply  gave 
effect  to  the  too-evident  deaire  of  the  Premier 
bv  a  different  direction.  The  Premier  did  cer- 
tainly  meditate  violating  the  law  by  a  direct 
and  maKterful  process,  but  when  the  danger  of 
the  method  was  apparent  to  the  Miniscnr  of 
Marine  he  took  a  by-road,  and  got  there  all  the 
same.  But  there  are  not  yet  enough  of  burnt 
ofTerinKH  offered  up.  Let  us  imagine  oui selves 
before  a  Royal  Commission,  and  if  it  becomes 
a  question  of  believing  thb  statements  made, 
how  can  we  reconcile  the  statements  made  by 
the  Minister  of  Marine  and  Mr.  Glasgow?  Mr. 
Glasgow  aays,  "  I  have  a  perfect  recollection  of 
having  consulted  the  Minister  of  Marine  on  this 
matter,"  and  he  ha)  never  withdrawn  it.  His 
letter  to  the  Minister  was  sought  to  be  construed 
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in  that  direction,  bat  it  does  not  say  so.  What- 
ever reason  he  may  have  for  doing  so  is  not  appa- 
rent, but  he  merely  takes  the  position  of  sub- 
mitting to  censure.  He  does  not  withdraw 
what  he  said  :  that  he  did  c  msuit  the  Minister 
of  Marine,  and  did  ask  him  if  the  memo- 
randum noted  by  him  was  to  be  used  as  an 
authority  to  allow  Captain  Jones  to  sit  for  a 
mock  examination  for  a  certificate  of  com- 
petency ;  and  that  the  Minister  of  Maiioe  did 
say  that  he  thought  Jones  ought  to  be  given 
an  opportunity  —  the  shortcomings  notwith- 
standing— to  be  allowed  to  show  what  he  could 
do.  Now,  Sir,  there  is  a  clause  in  the  Royal 
Commission  that  has  a  certain  significance  to 
me  that  may  no(  be  apparent  to  all  honourable 
members : — 

"3.  Whether  in  any,  and,  if  so,  in  what, 
cases  any  person  having  any  duty  in  connection 
with  the  applications  for  certificates  or  licenses, 
or  the  examinations  therefor,  or  the  issue 
thereof,  has  been  guilty  of  any  breach  or 
neglect  of  duty  by  the  suppression  or  non-dis- 
closure  of  facts,  or  by  any  other  act  or  default 
wha*  soever.** 

I  say  that  thoRe  who  iuspired  that  clause  had 
in  their  minds  the  intention  to  sacrifioe  for  the 
protection  of  Ministers  another  Civil  servant. 
That  is  so.  Mr.  Allpcrt  received  an  indication 
from  Captain  Von  Schoen  of  the  direction  in 
which,  not  to  say  irregularities,  but  barefaced 
outrages  of  the  law  were  being  carried  on.  But 
he  had  no  direct  proof  nor  anything  complete — 
only  an  indication  of  the  direction  in  which  it 
was  going  on,  and  he  accepted  the  information 
as  confidential.  And  to  punish  tho  man  for 
not  disclosmg  the  partial  information  which  he 
held  under  the  Sfal  of  honour  this  particular 
clause  has  been  devised.  Well,  he  held  the  in- 
formation for  a  whi  e,  becaupe  he  could  prove 
nothing  and  might  involve  himself  in  serious 
consequences  if  he  disclosed  what  he  had 
heard.  But  when  he  discovered  the  attempt 
to  abstract  the  incriminatory  document  he 
thought  it  time  to  be  absolved  from  his  promises 
of  confidence,  and  he  did,  like  the  honourable 
gentleman  he  is 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — After  you  last  session  made 
TOur  speech  in  the  House,  and  not  previously, 
he  for  the  first  time  made  known  the  wrong- 
doing. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON.— He  asked-like  the 
honourable  gentleman  he  is,  and  as  I  have  known 
bim  for  nine'een  years  to  be — to  be  absolved. 
And  still  he  ^111  prob<&bly  be  offered  as  another 
sacrifice  for  Ministeii-il  wrongdoing.  The  Pre- 
mier, in  several  of  Lis  public  speeches,  said, 
with  a  tremor  in  his  voice,  and  in  that  well- 
known  pathetic  tone,  "Poor  Captain  AUman, 
although,  when  his  sympathies  were  moved, 
and  in  a  moment  of  weakness,  he  fell,  yet  he 
even  refused  a  biibe  from  the  man  who  sought 
to  coriupthim  " — meaning  Captain  Von  Schoen. 
But  Captain  Von  Schoen  had  little  need  to 
bribe  him  ;  he  already  possessed  him  body  and 
soul.  Was  he  not  hid  brain  and  intelligence? 
Did  he  not  prepare  the  papers  for  him  ?  And 
could  he  not  turn  him  out  at  a  moment's 
notice  ?  Why  BUggest  such  a  thing  ?  Captain 
Jfr.  /.  Huicheson 


Von  Schoen  met  AUman  in  the  street,  and 
made  a  certain  significant  allusion,  and  the 
Premier  is  pleased  to  construe  tba^  to  mean 
the  offer  of  a  biibe.  It  is  not  half  cleTsr 
enough.  The  allusion  was — if  it  was  any- 
thing —  a  word  of  siotnificance,  "  You  know, 
AUman."  That  would  be  all  the  bribe  that 
Captain  Von  Schoen  need  offer  Captain  All- 
man.  It  would  take  me  a  week  to  go  into 
the  details  of  the  thing,  and  as  for  Von 
Schoen,  I  have  not  time  to  attempt  to  give  you 
his  connection  with  the  affair.  The  whole 
thing  stinks  from  top  to  bottom.  And  the  law  is 
wrong.  In  the  Act  of  1894  there  is  a  provision 
that  enables  all  sorts  of  people  to  arm  them- 
selves with  "  service  certincaiea.**  I  have  sub- 
mitted a  Bill  to  the  House  this  session  which  I 
hope  the  House  will  assist  me  to  carry  through, 
and  put  a  stop  once  for  all  to  this  granting  of 
service  certificates.  This  is  the  provision  in  the 
Act  of  1894  under  which  so  many  suspicioos 
certificates  have  been  granted,  and  which 
says,-- 

"Provided  further  that  any  person,  upon 
producing  proof  to  the  Minister  of  Marine  of 
his  having  been  in  command  of  any  vessel 
of  fifteen  tons  or  over  trading  on  the  coast  of 
New  Zealand  for  three  years  or  over  since 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-four,  may  be  granted  a  certificate  of 
service,  and  the  possessor  of  such  certificate 
shall  be  held  to  be  a  duly-certificated  man." 

This  certificate  a  man  may  earn  by  serving 
in  the  capacity  of  master  of  any  small  vessel 
between  15  and  20  tons,  which  position  he  it 
entitled  to  hold  without  the  cognisance  of  the 
law.  He  can  qualify  for  a  certificate,  in  three 
years  of  such  service,  that  will  enable  hira  to 
command  the  "  Rotomahana  "  or  any  other  big 
passenger  carrying  steamer.  It  may  be  urged 
there  is  no  chance  of  a  man  of  that  sort  getting 
such  a  position.  But  it  must  be  remembered 
that  a  man  may  be  possessed  of  means  which 
would  enable  him  to  purchase  a  share  in  a 
company,  by  which  means  he  m'ght  easilv  fiod 
himself  in  such  a  posi  ion — the  legal  restric- 
tion does  not  exi»t.  Mark,  too,  the  significance 
of  the  wording  of  the  amending  Act,  "  Sines 
January,  1884."  Till  when  ?  Till  the  crack  of 
doom.  Under  this  precious  proviso  the  Minis- 
ter  of  Marine  in  1897  manufactured  sttven 
masters  with  certificates  for  the  home  passen- 
ger trade — equivalent  to  the  best  oompetenoy 
certificate — while  there  were  only  eight  in  ail 
New  Zealand  during  that  year  qualified  under 
examination  for  competency.  There  is  so  mnch 
matter  that  I  have  not  yet  touched.  Sir,  trial  I 
shall  probably  take  another  occasioo  to  do  so, 
as  my  time  is  row  up. 

Mr.  HALL  JONES  (Minister  of  Marine).- 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  honourable  gentleman  bas 
had  a  very  difficult  task  before  him.  He  tdd 
his  constituents  some  little  time  back  of  the 
difficuhies  that  beset  members.  He  paid  he 
had  been  tempted  ;  he  had  been  offered  bribes 
to  secure  legislation  being  passed  ;  he  had  been 
offered  gold- mining  shares  if  he  would  only  put 
his  name  to  the  prospectus.  There  are  some 
men  who  are  tempted  and  can  withstand  aoy 
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temptation ;  bat  there  are  others  who  can  stand 
temptation  for  a  time  only,  but  eventualiy  fail. 
Before  I  have  done   I   shall   prove   that   the 
boooarable  member  is  the  bitterest  enemy  that 
the  seamen  in  New  Zealand  ever  had.     1  shall 
prove  that  his  action  in  connection  with  what 
oeeorred  last  year,  and  his  attitude  before  the 
Board  of  Conciliation  here,  was  to  damn  the 
nainen  and  to  damn  the  officers.    And  for  what 
purpose?     The  honourable  meyiber   was   re- 
tonied  to  this  Hou-ie  as  a  laHour  member,  but 
who  are  his  associates  now  ?      Are    they  the 
laboor  people  of  Wellington,  or  are  they  the 
men  who  have  money  and  wealth  at  their  back  ? 
An  the?  not  the  men  who  have  an  opportunity 
of  rewardiuf^  men  who  betray  those  whom  they 
wen  sent  here   to  support  ?    The  object  that 
the  honourable  member  hns  in  view  is  to  play 
into  the  hand^   of  the  shipping  ring  here  in 
Wellington.     We  know  for  years  that  the  ship- 
ping ring  who  own  the  ships  in  New  Zealand 
lure  complained  of  the  high  rate  of  wages  paid 
(ooffieere,  and  the  high  rate  of  wages  paid  to  the 
Eeamen.    The  honourable  member  is  an  officer 
o{  the  Seamen's  Union;  he  is  an  **  old  salt" 
himself.    He  has  had  a  varied  experience.     He 
wfts&sortof  handy-man  on  board  the  "Hine- 
moa"  at  one  time — he  was  an  A.B.  one  day 
ud  a  second  mate  the  next,  and  then  for  a 
eritUQ  lime  a  ship- keeper ;  then  he  was  second 
fflate  again,  and  then  A.B. — in  fact,  he  was  a 
haody>man.     Now,  the  honourable  member  is 
^ing  his  best  to  injure  the  officers  of  ships  em- 
ployed in  the  New  Zealand  trade  —  smutting 
their  certificates  by  making  it  appear  to  the 
whole  world  that  every  one  of  them  is  tar- 
nished, go  that  if  an  attempt  is  made  to  reduce 
the  wages  of  these  officers  they  cannot  get  em- 
ployment outside  of   this  colony.     When  we 
oonsider  our  young  New-Zealanders  who  are 
growing  up  and   becoming  seamen,  many  of 
whom  have  certificates  honourably  gained  in 
this  colony,  and  are  now  trading  in  ail  parts 
of  the  world— in  the  trade  to   India,  China, 
J*pan,  America,  and   the   Old    Country — and 
Joen  I  tell  you  that  some  members  of  this 
HoQ»e  sent   Home  to  London  the  reports    of 
'hat  took  place  in  this  House  last  session,  and 
^hat  has  been  stated  on  the  public  platform 
Boca,  with  the  one  object  of  tarnishing  these 
Mrtifioates— we  can  imagine  what  will  be  the 
ftfffctof  this.    When  these  men  want  to  ship 
ooavesvel  in  America,  or  China,  or  elsewhere, 
tod  go  to  an  employer,  be  will  say  **  Oh,  no  ; 
you  have  aNew  Zealand  certificate  ;  not  to  day, 
thank  you."     That  U  one  object  the  honour- 
*We  member  had  in  view.    Then,  as  refl[ards 
OQrReamen,  take  his  attitude  before  the  Board 
of  Conciliation  in  the  matter  ri*oently  before 
Mom.    He  said  before  the  Board  of  Concilia- 
tion, "Yes,  preference  of  employment  is  right 
^OQgh,  provided  the  union  give  you  all  first- 
Claw  men."    And  what  did  he  do  immediately 
Ktjrwarda?    Before  the  Bnard  of  Conciliation 
jM^come  to  a  decision  in  the  matter,  he  went 
JoChrigtchurch.  Timaru.  and  Tcmuka,  and  at 
we«e places  he  said,  "The  seamen  shipped  in 
««w  Zealand  were  dummies,  barbers'  clerks, 
W^Qtioes,  and   the  scummings    of  White- 


chapel  and  the  slums  of  London."  This  of 
our  seamen  I  And  why  ?  All  to  bring  pressure 
to  bear  on  the  B'>ard  of  Conciliation  before 
they  gave  their  decision.  And  then.  Sir,  the 
honourable  member  referred  to  my  colleague 
8ks  saying  to  Him  last  session,  "  It  cannot  be 
Jones."  Why,  the  honourable  gentleman  him- 
self gave  me  the  first  clue  where  to  look.  I 
pleaded  with  him  last  session  day  after  day  to 
give  me  some  indication  of  the  man  who  it 
was  said  had  got  a  certificate  although  he 
could  not  write  his  own  name.  But  no ;  like 
the  man  he  is,  he  figuratively  said,  "  I  have 
thrown  the  mud  ;  you  must  find  out  to  whom 
it  sticks."  But  eventually  I  got  what  I 
wanted.  I  knew  who  had  prompted  him— I 
knew  Von  Schoen  had  prompted  him.  Von 
Sohoen  told  him  the  name,  and  he  told  mem- 
bers of  the  House  and  gave  me  a  clue,  and  I 
found  out  that  it  was  Captain  Jones.  I  then 
told  my  colleague  that  I  had  learned  it  waa 
Captain  Jones  who  had  been  referred  to ;  and 
it  was  the  honourable  gentleman  himself  who 
laid  me  on  the  track.  What  has  occurred 
during  this  debate  has  convinced  me  it  was 
an  unwise  thing  for  the  leader  of  the  Opp  si- 
tion  to  have  moved  this  amendment.  I  have 
nothing  to  fear  in  this  matter — 1  challenge  the 
fullest  inquiry,  and  if  any  man  can  suggest  any 
means  by  which  I  can  make  that  inquiry  more 
full,  I  ask  him  to  let  me  know,  and  I  will  do 
it.  I  here  invite  the  Commissioners  from  my 
place  in  this  House  not  to  hesitate  to  put  any 
question  they  may  choose.  I  shall  appear  be- 
fore them ;  and,  in  deference  to  my  wishes,  I 
hope  my  chief  will  appear  there  too.  If  any 
one  is  respon$)ible  for  this  Commission  I  am 
the  responsible  man.  And  why  ?  Who  would 
be  my  judges — the  member  for  Dunedin  City  ? 
Last  night  he  said  he  had  no  confidence  in 
the  Government.  I  did  not  expect  him  to 
have  confidence  in  the  Government.  Did 
any  one  ever  know  him  to  have  confidence  in 
any  Government?  Had  he  any  confidence  in 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson  ?  No ;  he  said  the  most 
condemnatory  things  of  him — he  had  been  left 
out  of  that  Ministry,  and  therefore  be  bad  no 
confidence  in  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  :  he  said  his 
finance  was  bringing  the  colony  to  ruin,  and  he 
should  be  got  out  of  the  way.  No  Govi^rnment 
ever  had  the  oonfidenoe  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber. And  that  honourable  member  claims  to  be 
one  of  my  judges.  He  said  the  Opposition  lived 
on  scandals.  Whv,  we  were  told  last  night 
that  the  Old-age  Pensions  Act  was  a  scandal. 
But  there  was  one  matter  the  honourable  mem- 
ber referred  to  as  the  *' banking  scandal." 
Who  brought  that  banking  scandal  about  but 
the  honourible  gentleman^s  friends— either  as 
private  individuals  or  through  their  business 
reUtions  with  associations  like  the  Loan  and 
Mercantile  and  other  institutions  ?  They  ob- 
tained advances  from  the  bank  which  they 
were  not  entitled  to,  and  which  resulted  in  the 
bank  losing  several  millions  of  money,  and  this 
led  the  colony  into  the  position  it  at  present 
occupies  in  regard  to  that  bank.  The  honour- 
able  gentleman  had  better  not  talk  about 
banking  scandals,  or  I  shall  be  tempted  to  go 
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more  fully  into  the  matter.  Then  we  have  the 
member  for  Patea,  Mr.  George  Hutchison,  who 
claimn  to  be  oue  of  my  judges.  Ha  referred  to 
thisMirine  case  in  hid  speech  at  Patea  as  soon 
as  the  quesMou  came  up,  and  gave  a  most 
garbled  Account  of  what  had  oecurrtd.  And 
why  did  it  assume  fsuch  prominence  ?  Because 
you  have  here  in  Wellington  a  Rvndicate  whose 
whole  object  is  to  distort  and  ^li^c)nstrue  every 
action  of  the  Government.  Tiie  latest  acces 
sion  to  their  number  is  Mr.  John  Untcbefon, 
the  seLior  membHr  for  this  city.  What  hap- 
pens ?  They  meet  together  and  say,  *'  Here 
is  another  good  point;  we  will  work  this 
up."  Tliey  then  get  hold  of  the  Press  corre- 
spondent of  the  Otago  Daily  TitneSt  and  they 
wire  down  to  the  senior  member  for  Dunedin 
City,  and  spread  the  net  over  the  whole  colony. 
This  syndicate  is  now  known  as  the  "Bun 
Tuck"  pyndicate.  Sir,  I  venture  to  say  that 
during  the  many  years  you  have  occupied  that 
chair  you  have  had  nothing  before  you  that 
could  compare  with  the  *'Bun  Tuck"  scandal 
laBt  session  ;  and  there  sits  the  father  of  "  Bun 
Tuck  1 "  Imagine  an  honourable  gentleman 
who  claimn  to  be  my  judge  himself  writing  that 
document  in  English,  taking  it  to  Mr.  Tommy 
Gale,  and  Mr.  Tommy  Gale  getting  his  store- 
man  to  take  it  to  a  Chinaman  to  translate  into 
Chinese  ;  and  after  that  the  document  coming 
back  by  the  same  course.  And  it  was  laid  be- 
fore this  House  by  the  Ik  nourable  member  for 
Patea  a^  an  authentic  document.  It  bad  a 
name  forged  to  it.  Who  was  the  forger  of  that 
name?  I  ask  the  honourable  member  for 
Patf  a.  I  venture  to  say  that  nev^r  before  in 
the  history  of  this  colony,  or  in  the  history  of 
any  Assembly,  has  such  a  foul  fraud  been 
perpetrated  on  a  Parliament.  And  yet  the 
nonourable  gentleman  wants  to  be  appointed 
on  a  Committee  to  act  as  my  judge ;  but  I 
do  not  look  upon  bim  as  my  equal  where 
honour  is  concerned.  Then,  Sir,  we  have  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition — and  I  expected  some- 
thing better  from  him.  To  think  that  he 
should  take  a  mean  advantage  of  his  position 
fts  leader  of  the  Opposition, — a  man  who  lias 
worn  Her  Majesty'^  uuiform— aman  we  are  sup- 

Sosed  to  look  to  as  a  man  of  honour — and  we 
o  look  up  to  men  of  honour,  to  officers  holding 
Her  Majesty's  Commis&ion :  what  has  he  said 
about  me  and  the  Marine  scandal  ?  But  there 
is  another  scandal  fifty  times  worse  than  that 
— the  scandal  of  a  man  who  was  not  legally 
entitled  to  one  single  acre  of  land  in  New 
Zealand,  and  of  a  Bill  being  smuggled  through 
this  House,  and  smuggled  through  the  other 
House  at  an  hour  when  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  that  Chamber  had  gone  to  dinner. 
A  certain  number  of  men  were  there,  however, 
to  pass  a  Bill  giving  the  honourable  gentleman 
800  arres  of  land  that  he  was  never  legally 
entitled  to.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
wantH  details,  I  will  give  him  every  detail.  A 
member  of  his  own  family  was  in  the  Ministry, 
and  a  member  of  his  own  family  took  ciiarge  of 
the  Bill  in  the  Upper  House,  and  it  was  passed 
through  that  Chamber  when  most  of  its  mem- 
bers were  away  at  dinner.     Later  on  I  promise 
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I  will  give  the  House  and  the  country  the  his- 
tory of  that  transaoiioQ.    I  say  to  the  ho  our- 
abltf  geutlemvn   that  when  I  g't  that  fairly  on 
record  he  will  he  sorry  that  hu  ever  so  miscoa- 
Rtri)*d  the  facts  in  conn^-ction  with  what  he 
c  tils  the  **  Marine  scKudnl."     Now,  Sir,  I  refer- 
red to  the  houotir.iblo  m -mbpr  for  Patea  just 
now,  and  to  what  occurred  in  1890,   and  his 
chargH  against  the  Goveri'ment  of   which  the 
lead*  r  of  the  Opposition  was  a  membtr— that 
they  were  the  pimps  and  panderers  to  the  Bank. 
But  since  that  time  h-,  too,  ha-t  ftllan  like  his 
najU'^sake,  and  ha.s  gone  down,  do^n,  to  bouom- 
less  perdition.     Now,  in  coiiUt'cnon  with  what 
is  call>.'d   the   *'  Marine   8uai<d  .1,"   there  have 
been  gross  misstatt  mec>ts  made  by  the  honour- 
able memoer  for  Wtllintftou  City  (Mr.  J.  Hat- 
chet-oii).      Firsr.,  about  Mr.   Allpoit  (the   ciiief 
clerk   in  the   Marine   Doparimeiit)   as   to   his 
knoA^dge  early  liSt  year  of  what  had  Hct  tally 
occurred   in   couniction    with    the   fraudul^sol 
ez-iminat'on :    the    honourable    meni'ier    said 
that  Mr.  Allport  was  not  acquaint*  d  with  the 
nature  of  the  charge's,  or  aH  to  whether   they 
were  corrict  or  not.    The  honouiable  member  ii 
misinformed,  or  else  he  is  wilful  y  stating  whai 
he  knows  to    be    incorrect.    The    honourable 
gentleman  has  misled  the  House  before,  and  i& 
every  address  he  has  given  he  has  misled  bii 
audience.     I  will  give  one  instance  of  how  far 
the  honourable  gentleman  can  be  relied  upon. 
About  the  time   the    informations   were    IdJd 
against  Von  Schoen,  Allman,  and  Jones,  the 
honourable  gentleman   was   subpoenaed   as  a 
witness.     He  did  not  know  he  was  goir»g  to  be 
subpoenaed,  and  before  he  got  the  subpoena  he 
saw  the  reporter  of  the  Lyttelton  TUnes,  and 
here  is  an  account  of  the  interview  published 
in   that    paper,  as  well  as  in  others.     It  is 
headed  in  capital  letters,  '*  Serious  All-gationf 
against  the   Marine  Department.  —  Interview 
with  Mr.  John  Hutcheson.— What  caused  the 
Inquiry.  —  Unreliable     Ships'      Companies.— 
Wliolesale  Crimping  and   Fraud. — Bogus  £x- 
aminations.  —  Dang-rs    to    Passengers.'*      On 
reading  that  article  I  thoug'it  it  my  daty  to 
write  to  the  honourable  genileman,  and  this  is 
my  letter: — 

"  Wellington,  26th  January,  1899. 

*'  Deab  Sir, — I  enclose  what  purports  to  bs 
an  interview  between  a  Press  reporter  and 
yourself  in  reference  to  matters  concerning  tbe 
Marine  Department.  I  would  feel  obliged  if 
you  would  be  good  enough  to  let  me  have  any 
information  you  may  have  which  will  assist  the 
department  in  dealing  with  the  cases  therein 
referred  to. — Yours,  (fee, 

'*  Wic.  HallJohks. 

"  J.  Hutcheson,  Esq.,  M.H.R.,  Welliugion." 

And  the  honourable  gentleman's  reply  was 
as  follows:  — 

'*  Wellington,  28th  January,  1899. 

"Dear  Sir,  — I  bt-g  to  tuank  you  fur  s^i 'ding 
me  a  copy  of  what  you  very  pro^»erly  say  *  pur- 
ports '  to  be  an  interview  between  a  Press 
reporer  and  myself,  et  cetera, 

*'  The  enterprising  Pressman  who  constructed 
the  article  may  have  extracted  some  iuforms^ 
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tion  from  me  \n  the  course  cf  ordinary  con- 
vfrsatoo,  and  drawn  on  bis  vivid  imagination 
fortlierfst;  but  there  was  no  mtf  rview,  and 
tbeari-c'ewaa  written  and  publislud  withouE 
fflj  kuo*]edge  c  r  approval. 

"As 'the  ca'^es  therein  r-ferred  to*  are  gro- 
teFqn»lyiiiAccorat^aiidg»rl)l-  d.  I  am,  of  course, 
noabld  to  give  you  huch  information  an  will 
enable  tiie  department  to  deal  with  thtm. — 
Yours,  (&c., 

"John  Hutcheson. 
"Hon.  Wm.  Hall- Jones,  Minister  of  Marine." 

Between  the  time  of  the  int»^rview  and  re- 
ceipt of  my  letter  he  had  received  his  suhpcena 
that  he  wai;  to  come  before  the  Court ;  but  he 
did  DAt  want  to  be  examined  on  the  matters 
referred  to  at  the  interview,  and  hence  his 
reply  to  my  letter.  But  what  has  he  done 
lirice?  He  has  addressed  meetings  in  Wel- 
lington, Tern  uk  a,  and  Timaru,  and  has  repealed 
these  v»ry  statements  that  he  said  in  his  letter 
wire  "sfrot4»Kqu'iv  inaccurate  and  G;arb)ed.'* 

Mr.  J  HUTGHEi^ON.— In  my  own  way. 

Mr.  HAI.L-JONES.— He  has  said  th^t  he 
eame  to  me  with  hi*:  grievances  and  complained 
that  he  had  not  b  en  able  to  get  redress.  I 
challenge  him  to  name  one  grievance  he  came 
feome«i:h  in  regard  to  which  he  never  got 
zedtetg. 

An  Hod.  Msubbr. — ^Cooper. 

Mr.  UALL-JONES.— I  will  tell  you  all  about 
Cooper;  but  first  of  all  I  want  to  get  at  the 
truth  of  what  he  said  in  connection  with  Mr. 
ADport.  I  want  to  point  this  out  in  order  to 
ihow  how  much  the  honourable  gentleman's 
statements  are  to  be  relied  on.  This  is  Mr. 
Aliport's  statement — when  he  was  asked  for  an 
explanation,  after  the  rising  of  the  House — 
of  what  occurred  in  connection  with  Von 
Schoen 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — What  is  the  date  ? 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— 20th  December,  1898. 
Mr.  A]  I  port  sayn  :  — 

"In  reply  to  your  memorandum  of  this  date, 
MkiDg  me  to  state  in  writing  my  recollection 
of  confidential  statements  made  to  me  by  Cap- 
^inVon  Schoen  bearing  on  the  examination  of 
Captains  Bendall  and  MoLellan  in  compass 
deTJatioo,  I  have  to  state  as  follows :  One  day 
Captain  Von  Schoen  called  at  this  office,  and, 
io  oourAO  of  convernation,  he  stated  that  the 
mode  of  conducting  the  examinations  in  Wel- 
lifigton  was  becoming  worse,  and  that  some- 
thing ought  to  be  done  to  place  them  on  a  better 
footiog.  On  my  ssking  in  what  way  they  were 
Improperly  carried  out,  he  at  first  did  not  appear 
inclined  to  give  any  particulars,  but  afterwards 
ttid  that  he  would  show  me  that  there  were 
gocd  grounds  for  his  statement  if  I  would  take 
the  information  oonftdeutially.  On  my  saying 
that  I  would  take  the  information  as  confl- 
dentitil,  be  went  away  and  brought  a  book  to 
me.  He  said  that  he  had  prepared  certain 
P&pers  for  Captain  Allman  for  the  examina- 
tion in  compass  deviation,  a  copy  of  which  was 
in  the  book,  and  that  he  had  good  reason  to 
helieve  that  Captains  Bendall  and  MoLellan 
nad  been  given  these  papers  to  copy  at  their 
ciaminations  instead  of  doing  the  work  them- 


selves ;  that,  if  the  work  in  his  book  were  com- 
paired  with  their  papers,  the  working  of  the 
questions  would  be  foui.d  to  be  identical,  includ- 
ing the  copying  of  some  errors  which  he  pointed 
out  in  the  book.  He  left  the  book  with  me, 
and  after  he  had  gone  I  compared  the  work 
with  the  paperH,  and  it  appeared  to  me  to  he 
identicvK  Captain  Von  Schoen  afterwards 
calkd  for  the  book,  and  when  I  gave  it  him 
he  a'^ked  me  if  I  was  satisfied  that  he  was 
correct  in  believing  that  the  work  had  been 
copied  from  a  paper  of  which  his  was  a  copy. 
As  near  as  I  can  recollect,  I  replied  that  I  was 
sorry  to  Fay  that  it  was." 

How  does  that;  compare  with  the  honour- 
ahle  gentleman's  statement  that  Mr.  Allport 
^id  not  know  what  had  been  dont*  ?  I  had  no 
information  of  this  statement  of  Von  Schoen's 
until  the  middle  of  November,  1898,  and  I 
want  honourable  members  to  understand  that, 
whereas  Mr.  Hutcheson's  speech  making  the 
charge  was  made  in  August,  the  information 
of  >^hat  had  actually  occurred  was  in  the  hands 
of  an  ofTioer  of  my  department  in  February, 
1898.  Mr.  Allport  says,  in  a  further  memoran- 
dum:— 

**  In  response  to  your  request  for  an  expla- 
nation of  my  reasons  for  not  informing  you 
sooner  of  the  information  which  Captain  Von 
Schoen  gave  me  regarding  the  alleged  improper 
pasiiing  of  Captains  Jones,  Bendall,  and  MoLel- 
lan, I  have  to  state  that  when  Captain  Von 
Schoen,  in  the  course  of  conversation  in  ray 
office,  alleged  that  the  mode  of  conducting  the 
examinations  in  Wt  llington  was  getting  worse, 
I  asked  him  in  what  way,  and,  after  some  hesi- 
tation, he  said  that  he  would  show  me  there  were 
good  grounds  for  his  allegation  if  I  would  take 
the  information  as  confidential,  and  treat  it  as 
such.  As  it  did  not  strike  me  at  the  time  that 
the  information  which  he  intended  to  give  was 
of  the  nature  that  it  turned  out  to  be,  I  said 
that  I  would  treat  what  he  said  as  confiden- 
tial ;  and  he  then  went  away  and  brought  some 
papers  and  a  book.  He  then  told  me  of  the 
part  he  had  taken  in  connection  with  the  pre- 

Earation  of  the  papers  for  Jones,  and  that  he 
ad  supplied  Captain  Allman  with  a  copy  of 
the  compass  deviation  work  which  was  in  his 
book,  and  which  he  believed  had  been  given 
to  Captains  Bendall  and  McLellan  to  copy  from 
when  they  went  up  for  examination.  He  left 
the  papers  and  book  with  me,  so  that  I  might 
compare  them  with  the  examination-papers 
and  satisfy  myself  whether  such  was  the  case 
or  not.  After  he  had  left  I  compared  the  work» 
and  when  he  had  come  for  the  documents  he 
asked  me  whether  he  was  not  correct.  I  said 
that  I  was  sorry  to  sav  that  I  believed  he  was. 
I  also  said  that,  as  I  promised  to  treat  the 
information  as  confidential,  I  should  feel  in 
honour  bound  compelled  to  do  so,  but  that  I 
considered  that  he  should  agree  to  its  being 
communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  the  depart- 
ment. This  he  would  not  agree  to,  giving  as 
his  main  reason  that  he  would  never  do 
anything  that  would  injure  Jones,  who  bad 
been  a  pupil  of  his.  On  different  occasions 
when  I  saw  him  afterwards  I  endeavoured  to 
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^t  him  either  to  communicate  the  information 
to  the  Qovernment  or  to  release  me  from  the 
promiee  to  keep  it  confidentia],  but  without 
success.  As  soon  as  I  read  the  statements  made 
in  the  House  by  Mr.  Hutcheson,  I  knew  that 
Von  Schoen  must  have  supplied  them  to  him, 
and  then  1  saw  him  and  told  him  that  as  he 
had  done  so  he  must  either  communicate  what 
he  knew  to  the  Government,  or  1  should  con- 
sider myself  released  from  the  promise  which  I 
had  given  him,  and  inform  the  department  of 
what  I  knew.  He  promised  to  think  it  over, 
and  the  next  day  he  informed  me  that  he  had 
informed  Mr.  Hutcheson  that  he  was  willing  to 
see  the  Premier  and  communicate  the  informa- 
tion to  him ;  but  he  repeated  that  he  would  not 
furnish  proof  of  Jones's  case  without  a  promise, 
that  his  certificate  should  not  be  interfered 
^ith.  Shortly  afcerwards  he  saw  me  and  told 
me  that  Mr.  Hutcheson  had  seen  the  Premier, 
who  was  willing  to  receive  the  information  from 
him,  without  touching  Jones,  whose  name  had 
not  however,  he  said,  been  mentioned  to  the 
Premier,  but  only  his  case  referred  to,  and  that 
he  was  expecting  to  be  sent  for  any  day.  Thin 
is  the  history  of  the  matter  up  to  date.  I  told 
you  of  what  I  knew.  On  that  morning  I  found, 
on  going  out  of  your  office  where  I  had  been 

with  papers,  that  Captain' had  asked 

Mr.  Gtix  to  give  him  Jones's  papers,  and  as  I 
then  thought  that  be  probably  wished  to  de- 
stroy them,  and  as  I  had  not  heard  that  the 
Premier  had  seen  Von  Schoen,  I  considered 
that  I  was  justified  in  telling  you  what  I  did. 

**  I  admit  that  I  made  a  mistake  in  giving 
Von  Schoen  the  promise  that  I  did,  and  should 
not  have  done  so  had  I  known  at  the  time  the 
nature  of  the  information  he  was  about  to  com- 
municate, but,  having  given  it,  I  felt  that  I 
should  do  a  discreditable  thing  if  I  broke  it, 
and  in  consequence,  much  as  it  was  against  my 
own  peace  of  mind,  I  felt  bound  to  keep  it  until 
I  got  an  opp9rtunity  of  being  released  from  it. 
At  the  same'  time  I  did  what  I  could  to  keep 
the  evidence  intact  by  initialling  each  examina- 
tion-paper on  the  back,  and  locking  them  up 
to  prevent  their  being  abstracted  or  tampered 
with. 

*'  I  may  add  that,  if  I  had  decided  to  tell  you 
what  I  knew  as  soon  as  the  information  was 
given  to  me.  Captain  Allman  would  have  denied 
Its  truth,  and  Von  Schoen  might  also  have 
denied  that  he  had  told  me  anything,  as  at  that 
time  he  was  very  emphatic  that  he  was  not  at 
that  time  prepared  to  go  further,  in  which  case, 
having  no  other  evidence  than  my  own  word, 
I  might  have  been  considered  the  fabricator  of 
statements  for  the  purpose  of  injuring  Captain 
Allman." 

Now,  that  information,  so  long  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Mr.  Allport,  was  not  disclosed  to  me 
until  November— some  time  after  the  rioing  of 
the  House.  I  did  not  for  one  moment  believe 
the  charge  made  by  Mr.  J.  Hutcheson.  When 
I  got  information  from  Mr.  Hutcheson  as  to 
who  the  man  he  referred  to  was,  I  informed 
Captain  Allman. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON.— When  did  you  get  it 
from  me  ? 

Mr.  HiUl-Jonet 


Mr.  HALL -JONES.  — I  got  it  from  the 
honourable  member.  I  told  Captain  Allman 
what  Mr.  Hutcheson  said,  with  the  result  that 
he  admitted  that  C&ptam  Jones  had  brought 
papers  to  the  exam  (nation- room,  hut  that  he 
had  torn  every  one  of  them  up.  Captain  All- 
man's  first  statf'ment  was  that  there  was  not 
the  slightest  truth  in  it.  That  was  Statement 
No.  1.  Statement  No.  2  was  made  after  I  had 
got  from  Mr.  Hutcheson  who  the  man  was  to 
whom  he  referred.  Tntn  Captain  Allman  said, 
"Yes;  Captain  Jones  brought  the  papers  into 
the  room,"  but  Captain  Ailman  saiu  he  tors 
every  one  of  them  up.  I  asked  him  if  all  the 
papers  upon  which  Captain  Jones  had  been 
pasried  were  done  by  Captain  Jones  himself, 
and  in  the  examination- room,  and  he  said, 
*'  Every  one  of  them."  I  then  told  the 
Premier  to  offer  any  inquiry ;  and  I  recom- 
mended that  the  matter  should  be  fully 
investigated.  Then  what  happened?  After 
the  House  rose,  extracts  from  the  speecb  of 
the  member  for  Wellington  City  were  ma'ie, 
and  were  sent  en  to  the  Secretary  for  a  writtei 
explanation  from  Captain  Allman.  About  thii 
time  I  received  the  letter  from  Mr.  AllporSi 
and  that  was  the  first  I  heard  of  it.  That  was 
in  the  middle  of  November,  last  year.  In  a 
further  memorandum  Mr.  Aliport  says  : — 

'*  As  near  as  I  can  remember,  it  was  about  the 
beginning  of  this  year  that  Von  Schoen  gave 
me  the  information  about  Jones,  Bendall,  and 
Mc  Lei  Ian.  It  was  very  soon  after  the  date  of 
Mr.  Hutcheson's  speech  in  the  House  (26th 
August,  1898)  that  I  saw  Von  Sohoen,  and  told 
nim  that  he  must  release  me  from  my  promise 
to  treat  the  information  as  confidential.  I  am 
not  sure  whether  it  was  as  I  saw  the  purport  of 
his  remarks  in  the  newspapers  or  whether  it  was 
when  the  number  of  Hansard  containing  the 
full  report  of  the  speech  came  out.  It  was  a 
few  days  after  I  told  Von  Schoen  that  he  matt 
release  me  from  my  promise  to  keep  the  lO- 
formation  confidential  that  he  told  me  that  He. 
Hutcheson  had  seen  the  Premier,  and  that  bs 
(Von  Schoen)  was  expecting  to  be  sent  for — that 
is  early  in  September.  It  was  either  a  day  or 
two  before  or  a  day  or  two  after  the  Prinoe  of 
Wales's  Birthday  that  I  informed  you  of  the  in- 
formation which  had  been  given  to  me  by  Von 
Schoen.  The  Premier  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall- 
Jones  were  down  in  Canterbury  at  the  tima 
You  said  that  you  must  tell  them  as  soon  as 
they  returned." 

So  much  for  what  was  said  by  Mr.  Allport. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Might  I  ask  that  thets 
documents  be  laid  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  HALL- JONES.— Yes;  I  will  lay  them 
on  the  table  with  pleasure.  Now  I  oome  to 
the  question  of  the  permit.  I  shall  show 
honourable  members  the  class  of  permits  that 
we  issue  in  connection  with  the  Marine 
Department.  Every  one  of  these  permits  are 
printed,  and  are  signed  by  the  Minister,  the 
Collector,  or  some  officer  of  the  department.  I 
know  of  no  case  in  which  a  permit  has  been 
given  except  on  a  printed  form.  I  mention 
this  so  that  members  may  see  the  abaordity  of 
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taking  an  envelope  such  as  that  whioh  has 
been  referred  to  as  a  permit. 

Mr.  J.  HUTOHESON.— What  are  they  per- 
mit for? 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— For  various  things ;  and 
I  may  say  I  never  gave  a  permit  for  an  exami- 
nation. When  the  matter  was  coming  before 
the  Magistrate's  Court  I  first  discovered  that  a 
letter  had  been  written  by  Mr.  Allport,  stating 
that  Captain  Jones  could  be  examined  for  a 
master's  certificate  witbout  bis  having  the 
qualification  of  a  mate's  certificate.  This 
letter  was  said  to  be  written  by  my  direction, 
anditwasin  consequence  of  this  letter  that 
Gapiais  Jones  was  allowed  to  be  examined. 
The  letter  is  as  follows : — 

"The  Collector,  H.M.  Customs,  Wellington. 

'* I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  Minister  of 
Hahne  has  directed  that  Captain  Jones,  of  the 
fij.  *  Daoo/  is  to  be  permitted  to  go  up  for 
examination  for  a  certiticate  of  competency  as 
meeter,  home  trad«,  without  the  qualification 
of  having  in  possession  a  mate's  certificate  for 
onejear.  If  Captain  Jones  make^  an  appli- 
eatioQ  to  be  examined,  it  should,  therefore,  be 
accepted  without  production  of  a  mate's  certi- 
ficate. 

'*Geobge  Allpo&t, 

"12th  July.  1897.  "  For  Secretary." 

That  question  coming  before  the  Court  was 
the  first  mtimation  I  had  of  what  had  hap- 
peoed.  I  then  called  on  Mr.  Glasgow  for  an 
explanation  as  to  how  that  letter  came  to  be 
written,  and  this  is  the  reply  received  from  Mr. 
AUport:— 

**  As  regards  the  examination  of  James  Jones 
for  a  master's  certificate  without  his  being 
required  to  show  a  year's  service  whilst  in 
pOisession  of  a  mate's  certificate,  the  attached 
note  was  given  to  me  on  the  8(h  July,  1897,  by 
Captain  AUman,  who  stated  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
HalUJones  had  instructed  him  to  bring  it  and 
tell  the  department  to  give  the  necessary  in- 
etrootions  for  dispensing  wiih  the  requirements 
u  to  master's  certificate.  He  said  that  he  had 
<Q88<9ted  to  the  Miiiister  that  this  might  be 
^Be,  as  the  certificate  required  was  one  which 
VM  only  available  in  New  Zealand,  and  Its 
Jooes  had  for  a  long  time  been  master  of  the 
'Hana'  and  *Duco.'  On  the  same  day  I  in- 
serted the  date  which  appears  on  the  note, 
brought  it  in  and  showed  it  to  you,  and  then 
gftve  it  out  for  record.  It  was  recorded,  as  you 
will  see  by  the  date  on  the  top  of  the  paper,  on 
the  12ih  July,  and  instructions  were  written  to 
the  Collector  of  Customs  on  the  same  date." 

Hr.  Glasgow  then  minuted  it  on  to  me  as 
follows : — 

"Hod.  Minister. 

"Mr.  Allport  is  now  quite  certain  that  the 
f^ta  are  as  above  stated.  I  have  no  very 
Satinet  recollection  of  having  had  the  note  in 
jonr  handwriting  put  before  me,  but  I  cannot 
contradict  the  positive  recollection  of  Mr.  All- 
port  on  that  point.  "  W.  T.  Glasgow. 

"25th  January,  1899." 

I  then  wrote  this  minute  on  that  report,  un- 
derlining a  portion  of  it,  and  handed  it  back 
to  Mr.  Glasgow  within  a  few  minutes  : — 


"  This  statement  is  witbout  the  slightest 
foundation.  I  was  not  aware  until  the  other 
day  that  the  regulations  had  not  been  adhered 
to.  It  is  astonishing  to  find  that  a  rough  note 
made  upon  an  envelope,  signed  by  no  one,  ad- 
dressed to  no  one,  and  undated,  has  been 
deemed  sufficient  authority  for  a  breach  of  the 
regulations." 

The  following  day  I  received  this  from  Mr. 
Glasgow : — 

*'  After  endeavouring  to  recall  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  envelope  with  your 
note  on  it  came  to  be  recorded,  I  am  now  able 
definitely  to  corroborate  what  Mr.  Allport  has 
stated.  It  is  the  case  that  he  brought  the 
envelope  to  me,  and  told  me  that  it  came 
through  Captain  AUman,  who  had  stated,  when 
handing  it  to  Mr.  Allport,  that  the  Minister 
had  agreed  to  allow  Jones  to  be  examined.  I 
remember  commenting  on  the  irregularity,  but 
I  concluded  that  the  matter  had  been  fully 
discussed  between  yourself  and  Captain  All- 
man,  and  I  contented  myself  with  directing 
Mr.  Allport  to  make  a  record  of  the  envelope. 
If,  therefore,  it  is  decided  that  Captain  All- 
man's  verbal  statement  and  the  note  on  the 
envelope  are  not  sufiicient  Ministerial  autho- 
rity for  the  memorandum  which  was  written  to 
the  Collector,  then  I  must  accept  the  responsi- 
bility and  submit  to  the  censure  implied  in 
your  minute  of  the  25th  instant,  which,  with- 
out these  remarks  from  me,  might  hereafter  be 
deemed  to  be  directed  agamst  Mr.  Allport." 

Honourable  members  will  see  that  Mr.  Glas- 
gow takes  the  whole  responsibility  of  taking  as 
Ministerial  authority  the  statement  made  by 
Captain  Allman  when  he  gave  the  envelope  to 
Mr.  Allport.  I  then  wrote  on  this  the  follow- 
ing minute,  and  returned  it  to  Mr.  Glasgow  : — 

**  Even  with  Captain  Allman's  statement  it 
is  surprising  that  no  inquiry  was  made  as  to 
the  intention  or  origin  of  the  envel  >pe  with  a 
rough  note  upon  it,  and  which  referred  to  such 
an  important  subject;  and  the  fact  of  your 
having  commented  upon  the  irreguUrity  with- 
out directing  that  my  attention  should  be  called 
to  the  meagre  authority  for  such  an  important 
departure  is  painful  to  me.  However,  I  am 
aware  that  your  time  is  fully  occupied  with 
Customs  and  other  work,  and  I  cannot  absolve 
Mr.  Allport  from  the  largest  measure  of  respon- 
sibility in  the  matter." 

What  can  you  have  more  conclusive  than 
that  ?  There,  with  the  whole  matter  fresh  in 
our  memories,  if  ever  there  was  an  oppor- 
tunity for  a  man  to  make  a  statement  with 
regard  to  anything  else  that  transpired  in 
connection  with  that  envelope,  here  was  the 
opportunity.  Mr.  Glasgow  has  never  suggested 
to  me  that  he  had  shown  me  the  envelope  prior 
to  the  examination,  and  the  first  time  I  heard 
this  statement  made  by  him  was  in  the  course 
of  the  proceedings  in  the  Supremo  Court  for 
the  cancellation  of  the  certificate,  where  the 
member  for  Patea  (Mr.  Hutchison)  spent  two 
days,  and  appeared  to  take  special  interest  in 
the  proceedings.  And,  Sir,  I  was  much  struck 
by  a  remark  which  fell  from  the  counsel  who 
appeared  for  Captain  Jonen       When  Captain 
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Jones  did  not  appear,  and  could  not  be  fonnd, 
and  the  C«  urt  adjourned  to  enable  him  to 
appear,  ard  the  Judge  ahked  why  he  was  not 
preH^nt,  Air.  Gray  Kaid,  *'  Oh,  I  am  not  directly 
instructed  by  Captain  Jones.'*  Sir,  it  is  easy 
to  conclude  for  whom  he  did  appear.  So  much 
for  tKat.  Now,  a  good  deal  has  been  sa  d 
about  the  differ^'nce  between  a  service  certi- 
ficate and  a  certificate  obtained  by  cxamin- 
ati'^n.  The  member  for  Wellington  City  tried 
to  c'oud  the  whole  thing  ov*r  by  saying  they 
were  of  equal  value.  We  all  know  they  are  of 
equal  value.  A  man  who  has  got  a  home 
trading  s^^rvice  certificate  can  take  the  **  Roto 
mahana  "  to  any  poit  of  New  Zealand,  and  a 
man  who  has  got  a  certificate  by  (xaniination 
coulH  doDom<'re;  but  a  man  with  tber  quired 
service  was  en'itled  to  a  cmificate  without 
eznmii  ation,  while  for  the  oeitificate  of  com* 
petency  he  munt  paos  the  examination.  What 
the  Premier  said  or  did  when  application  was 
made  for  a  service  certificate*  had  notlnng  what- 
ever tu  do  with  the  examination  for  a  certificate 
of  competency.  He  knew  no  more  about  the 
examination  and  bad  no  more  to  do  with  it  than 
you  had,  Sir;  and  the  matter  of  the  service 
certificate  that  cam**  before  the  Premier  wa^  at 
a  time  when  I  was  travelling  in  Otago,  when 
something  arose  in  connection  with  ic.  lie 
was  actii'g  for  me  in  my  absence.  The  first 
and  only  time  I  heard  from  him  in  connection 
with  the  service  or  any  certificate  was  when  I 
got  that  telegram  from  Auckland  asking  me  to 
get  the  matter  settled.  And  ^  by  get  it  settled  ? 
Captain  Jones  claimed  that  he  had  performed 
the  service  that  would  entitle  him  to  the  certi- 
ficate, and  he  made  it  appear  that  the  Customs 
would  not  allow  bim  that  service.  He 
■aid  that  for  most  of  the  trips  for  which  he 
claimed  service,  though  a  certificated  man  bad 
been  on  board,  }et  he  was  not  in  command, 
but  Bat  in  the  cabin  smokmg,  whilst  he  (Captain 
Jones)  was  actually  in  charge  of  the  ship.  He 
■bowed  his  statement  of  three  years  and  nine 
months'  service. 

An  Hon.  Membkr. — It  was  not  true. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— But  having  got  this 
statement  before  me,  it  was  right  it  should  be 
inquired  into;  and,  matk  you,  notwithstanding 
what  has  occurred  in  this  case,  I  will  alwaya 
see  a  man  fairly  treated  by  any  department  I 
have  under  my  control.  He  complained  he 
was  not  being  fairly  trf  ated.  I  looked  into  the 
matter,  and  I  found  that  not  only  had  he  no 
grounds  for  complaint,  but  that  he  had  made  a 
false  statement,  and  I  refused  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  matter.  After  that  I  got  the 
telegram  from  the  Premier,  and  I  asked  Cap- 
tain Allroan  if  there  was  anything  farther  m 
connection  with  the  matter.  Tliis  telegram 
was  sent  in  consequence  of  a  conversation  with 
Captain  Fairchild.  I  may  say  I  have  h(  ard 
from  another  source  that  Captain  Fairchild 
and  Captain  Jones  weie  on  very  friendly  terms. 
But  when  1  received  the  telegram  I  asked  if 
there  was  an>  thing  fresh  in  the  matter,  and  the 
reply  was  **  No."  The  telegram  was  then  laid 
on  one  side,  and  nothing  more  was  said  and 
nothing  was  done.      Perhaps  Captain  Allman 

Mr,  Hall- Jones 


may  have  seen  Captain  Jones,  and  told  him 
I  had  a  telegram  about  him.  However,  Captain 
Jonc  s  came  to  me  and  asked  me  to  recoDsider 
my  decibion  about  the  service  certificate.  I 
declined  to  do  oo.  He  then  aaked  me  if  I  bid 
cunsulted  my  Nautical  Adviser.  I  told  bun  I 
had  done  so,  and  be  advii^ed  me  that  the  rs- 
quired  aervice  had  not  been  performed.  Cap* 
tain  Jones  then  sa  d,  "  I  met  him  (Captain 
Allman)  down  by  the  Post  Office  the  other  day, 
and  he  told  me  I  wa**  entithd  to  it."  What 
came  to  my  mind  then  was  that  Captain 
Allman  might  have  told  him  one  thing  and 
have  t  )ld  me  another,  so  I  said,  "  I  will 
brmg  the  two  of  you  face  to  faoe."  I  think 
the  next  afternoon  Captain  Jone^  ould  not 
come,  but  he  came  the  following  afternoon, 
and  I  had  the  two  of  them  faoe  to  face;  and 
iu  Captain  Jones's  presence  Captain  Allman 
said  he  was  not  entitled  to  the  certificata 
Then,  again,  he  tried  to  make  out  that  tbetec- 
vice  was  correct;  and  then,  without  any  8iigges> 
ticm  frcm  me,  or  anybody  eUe,  Captain  Allman 
said  he  could  go  up  for  exarninati  n  a<i  othv 
men  had  to ;  that  was  the  only  course.  Wba 
a  man  wished  to  obtain  a  certitifioate  theonlj 
course  waM  for  him  to  go  up  for  examinatioo. 
Then  the  question  of  a  mate's  certificate  waa 
mentioiied,  and  a  clause  in  the  regulations  was 
referred  to  which  says  that  tug  service  could 
count  in  connection  with  a  mate's  or  master's 
certificate.  Captain  Allman,  I  believe,  bad 
that  in  his  mind,  and  I  myself  had  a  vagoe 
idea  of  it.  But  there  are  so  many  regulationi 
that  it  is  impossible  to  remember  them  all. 
No  man  could  do  it.  That  clause  referred  to 
tug  service,  allowing  him  to  oit  for  examina- 
tion, when  no  mate's  certificate  would  then 
be  required.  The  question  then  arose  as  to 
whether  a  permit  would  be  required,  and  then 
I  made  this  note  upon  the  envelope,  nevflr 
intending  it  to  be  an  iustraction  to  Captain 
Allman  or  anyone  else.  What  I  could  bavo 
done  was  to  have  sent  for  the  Secretary  and 
asked  him  whether  the  regulations  reqnind 
such  a  permit ;  but,  as  Captain  Allman  «M 
going  away  his  last  words  were  that  he  woold 
loek  hi  to  the  regulations  and  he  woold  iM 
if  a  permit  was  required  and  could  be  given; 
and  I  then  handed  him  the  envelope  witb 
my  note  upon  it,  and  said,  **  Take  this  as  a 
reminder,"  and  I  declare  to  God  that  that 
was  the  last  I  saw  of  that  envelope  until  it«ai  t 
brought  before  me  in  my  office  immediately 
prior  to  the  Magisterial  proceediugs.  Tha 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr  Dathie)  6ayi» 
"  You  should  stand  by  your  department,"  bot 
what  does  that  mean  ?  That  I  am  to  tell  a 
lie  ?  I  have  to  state  the  facts,  and  I  am  stating 
the  facts  of  the  oase,  and  I  stated  the  facts  in 
the  Court.  If  standing  by  my  department 
meats  that  I  am  not  to  state  what  is  correct, 
then  it  is  imponf^ible  for  me  to  stand  by  my 
department,  insinuations  have  been  made  by 
the  hrnourable  member  for  Wellington  d^ 
(Mr.  J.  Huicheson).  Well,  the  Premier  and 
myself  were  on  oath  in  the  Supreme  Coort, 
and  were  both  under  examination  and  cross* 
examination    for    some    time,    and    it    was 
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open  to  all  thope  who  have  thrown  oat  these 
foal  acoasations  against  us  to  put,  or  oause  to 
be  put,  quefitions  to  us.  We  were  prepared  to 
answer  tnem.  Why  wa<«  nothing  of  that  kind 
done?  Why  was  not  the  slightest, iuslnuatiori 
of  wronffdoing  ma'ie?  I  challengiB  the  mem- 
ber for  Patea  and  the  member  for  Wellinfirtoii 
City  when  wa  come  before  the  CommiKsiou  to 
piit  to  OS  any  question  bhey  may  think  tis.  I 
ihail  answer  every  question,  stating  nothing  but 
Um  faots  as  they  occurred.  And  I  want  to  see 
(he  soope  of  the  Com  mission  extended — I  alsi 
mnt  to  get  some  iif irmation.  I  want  the 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  J.  Hutoheson) 
and  the  member  f  )r  P<itea  (Mr.  G.  Hutcldson) 
before  that  Commission,  and  I  think  that  from 
tbem  we  nhali  get  some  int<  resting  informdiion. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— And  Mr.  Gale  too. 

Ur.  HALL  JONES. -Ysh.  and  Mr.  Gale  too. 
Ko«,  Sir,  it  has  been  suggested  by  some  that 
Ministers  acted  improp«<rly.  In  what  way,  I 
uk?  Was  it  in  connection  with  the  telegram, 
which  had  no  reference  to  the  examination, 
ind  which  I  say  was  put  on  one  side,  because 
the  position  then  was  the  same  as  when  I  had 
deeided'not  to  give  the  service  certificate  some 
months  before— that  Jones  was  not  entitled 
to  a  oerbifioate.  Where  i«i  the  wrongdoing?  Is 
it  io  connection  with  the  envelope  ?  I  have 
ibovn  what  occurred  in  connecticn  with  it. 
Soppose  the  envelope  had  been  given  in  good 
iiu'th.  Suppose  there  had  been  a  properly- 
signed  document,  and  that  it  had  been  sent  to 
the  responsible  officer.  What  has  that  to  do 
with  what  occurred  in  the  examination- room  ? 
Will  honourable  members  believe  that  I  was 
oot  in  Welliogton  when  the  examination  was 
eoDdaoted  ?  I  was  in  Auckland ;  and  the 
Premier  was  in  the  Old  Country.  What  about 
the  pressure  that  was  brought  to  bear  then  ? 

An  Hon.  Member. — Why  were  you  not  in 
Wellington  ? 

Mr.  HALL- JONES.— I  was  away  on  public 
^y.  Kow,  as  members  are  perhaps  aware, 
when  a  charge  is  made  against  any  Civil  ser- 
*ut,he  is  allowed  the  opportunity  of  replying, 
^  of  demanding  an  inquiry  before  a  Civil 
fi^'oe  Board.  The  charges  were  formulated 
*f^DBt  Captain  AUroan,  and  before  they  were 
forwarded  to  him  a  statement  appeared  in  a 
■oatheni  paper  that  Captain  Allman  was  to 
be  dismissed.  That  was  telegraphed  to  Wei- 
Qogtoo,  and  published  in  Wellington  before 
|he  oharges  were  served  on  Captain  Allmskn. 
't  is  trae  that,  in  reply  to  the  charges,  he 
lent  in  another  statement,  but  that  was  after 
^  notioe  had  appeared  in  the  paper  that  he 
*tt  going  to  be  dismissed.  Now,  if  Captain 
^^lottn  had  any  grievance  against  the  depart- 
ment, or  the  Minister,  or  any  suggest  ion  to  make 
of  wrongdoing,  w»'y  did  he  noc  then  a&k  for  an 
inquiry  before  a  Civil  S  rvice  Bo'^rd  ?  He  did 
Oct  eliiim  ihat  right,  and  he  was  dismissed.  It 
*ai84id  we  dared  not  dismiss  h  m,  because  all 
*'neof  disclosures  would  take  place.  We  dis- 
Bitosifd  him.  Then  ib  was  said  we  dared  not 
«iictl  Jones's  oertifloate,  but  we  candied 
^p'ain  Jones's  certificate.  Again,  it  was  said 
«•  dared  not  go  to  Court,  because  questions 


would  thrre  be  pun  to  us  on  oath  that  we  dared 
noc  answer.  We  did  go  to  Court,  and  we  were 
on  oath,  and  what  were  tue  questions  put  to 
U4?  We  had  the  three  of  th^in  before  the 
Magistrate's  Court,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the 
CMarxe  that  hIiou  d  have  bi'enl.iid  wan  a  charge 
of  cou'tpiracy,  bee  luso  there  was  a  conspiracy, 
and  1  b  lieve  third  were  more  in  it  than  we 
have  yet  di^coverr-d.  No  v,  sir,  I  promised  to 
refer  to  a  man  named  Cooper,  m?iitioned  by 
the  memb<^r  for  Palmer-ton.  Giptaiu  Cooper 
was  a  man  who  wa^  1  censed  to  piocure 
neam'-n.  It  is  a  metho.i  of  procuring;  sea- 
men that  I  do  not  agree  with  ac  all,  and 
it  is  my  intention  to  have  the  work  carried 
out  in  the  future  by  the  shipping  masters 
at  the  various  ports.  Complaints  were  made 
to  me  by  the  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Hutchf'son)  and  the  secretary  of  the  local 
Seamen's  Union  that  crimpiug  was*  being 
oarriel  on  in  Wellington — that  men  had  been 
put  on  board  when  totally  unfitted,  that  lads  had 
been  put  on  ships  in  p'ace  of  men,  that  men  of 
sixty  had  been  Hhipped  as  men  of  thirty,  that 
lads  of  Mixteen  had  been  shipped  as  ahle-bjdied 
seamen;  and  now  it  has  b<;en  said  here  that, 
although  the  matter  had  been  explained  to  the 
Minister,  nothing  had  been  done.  Bat  was  not 
something  done ?  Was  redress  not  given?  I 
had  all  the  statements  laid  before  me,  and^ 
although  they  were  unsigned,  I  had  them  ex- 
hau^tively  inquired  into,  and  the  statements 
made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  were  proved 
to  be  utterly  nnfouoded.  He  was  called  upon 
to  assist  us  in  investigating  the  charges  made,, 
and  what  happened  ?  The  Collector  who  was 
asked  to  inquire  into  the  matter  asked  the 
honourable  member  to  give  him  some  infor- 
mation as  to  procuring  proof  of  the  alleged 
crimping.  What  does  the  Collector  say  ?  "  Mr. 
Hutcheson  will  not  go  any  further  in  the. 
matter."  He  came  to  me  and  made  insinua- 
tions that  Captain  Cooper  had  certain  certifi- 
cates in  his  possession,  and  that  he  was  using 
them  wrongfully,  and  when  it  came  to  proving 
something  he  backed  diwn.  It  may  be  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  say  the  Collector  is 
telling  an  untruth,  but  I  think  I  know  the  Col* 
lector  well  enough  to  8ay  that  that  is  not  the 
oa^e  ;  and  I  was  informed  that  the  secretary  of 
the  Seamen's  Union  may  bring  forward  some 
evidence,  but  on  the  other  hand  he  may  be 
advised  not  to  do  so.  His  solicitor  being  away 
from  Wellington  until  at  least  the  10th  instant^ 
he  could  not  consult  him.  This  Captain  Cooper 
had  in  his  possession  some  discharges  of  sea- 
men which  he  bad  taken  from  men  who  were 
considered  not  qualified  to  hold  thom.  The 
Collector  said : — 

**  Whenever  he  found  a  man  seeking  a  ship 
through  him,  with  a  certificiite  he  was  not 
rightfully  entitled  to,  he  retaine  i  possession  of  it. 
They  were  kept  by  him  upon  his  mantelshelf, 
and  have  now  been  handed  to  me,  the  men 
from  whom  they  were  taken  being  referred  to 
me  to  prove  their  claim.  In  no  case  has  thia 
been  done  ;  therefore  the  agent's  action  in  not 
handing  them  back  to  the  men  wsis  piaise- 
Worthy.'* 
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Of  conrae,  he  should  have  reported  to  the 
•department.  Captain  Cooper,  I  woald  like  to 
Bay,  was  not  appointed  by  us ;  he  was  appointed 
by  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker,  and  erery  year  since 
then  a  recommendation  has  come  from  the  de- 
partment recommending  that  the  man  sbonld 
be  again  licensed.  I  have  in  my  hand  the 
regular  form  for  the  licensing  of  these  procurers 
of  seamen.  It  is  filled  in  and  ready  for  my 
signature,  and  authorises  Mr.  Cooper  to  act  for 
the  year  following  the  Slst  December,  1897. 
I  have  refused  to  give  the  license,  but  it 
was  not  on  account  of  crimping.  I  do  not 
believe  for  one  moment  that  it  took  place. 
Another  statement  made  by  the  honourable 
member  wsis  that  Captain  Jones  was  one  of 
the  applicants  for  the  mastership  of  the  Go- 
vernment steamer  upon  the  death  of  the  late 
Captain  Fairchild.  That  was  made  on  the 
public  platform.  I  inquired  of  the  department 
if  they  knew  anything  of  this,  but  they  knew 
aotbing  whatever  of  it.  I  inquired  all  round  if 
they  knew  anything  about  Captain  Jones  having 
applied  for  Captain  Fairchild's  position ;  but  no 
one  knew  anything  of  it.  And  yet  the  honour- 
able moftiber  goes  to  the  country  and  makes 
ihese  ridiculous  statements,  which  are  without 
the  hlightest  foundation. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbkr. — On  suspicion. 

Mr.  HALL  J  OK  KS— On  suspicion  I  Is  it 
right  for  public  men  to  go  and  make  these 
stateqients  wholly  on  suspicion?  We  are  told 
the  Premier  said,  "  It  cannot  be  Jones."  I 
am  informed  there  was  an  interesting  interview 
between  the  honourable  gentleman  and  Captain 
Jones  not  very  long  ago.  Mr.  Uutcheeon  went  to 
Captain  Jones,  and  said  if  he  had  kuown  it  was 
him  (Captain  Jones)  be  would  never  have  said 
anything  about  the  matter.  He  said,  further, 
"  It  is  not  you,  Jones,  that  I  want  to  get  at; 

we  vvant  to  get  at  that Hall  Jones."    Even 

while  the  House  was  sitting  last  year  I  was 
informed  by  Captain  AUman  that  when  he  was 
walking  by  the  Post  Offioe  he  met  the  honour- 
able member  for  Palmerston,  who  said,  **  Look 
here,  Allman,  we  do  not  want  to  get  at  you; 
I  only  want  to  have  a  slap  at  the  Govern- 
ment." That  is  how  these  charges  are  brought 
before  the  House,  because  the  honourable 
gentleman  himself  had  no  idea  whether  the 
statements  were  correct  or  not. 

Mr.  PI  RAN  I.— Absolutely  untrue. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  is  unparliamentary  : 
the  honourable  gentleman  must  qualify  that 
statement. 

Mr.  PIKANI. — I  say  it  is  absolutely  untrue 
that  I  met  Captain  Allman^— 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  cannot  allow  that  word 
to  be  applied  to  a  member  of  the  House. 

Mr.  PIRANI.—Well,  absolutely  incorrect.  It 
is  all  the  same. 

Mr.  HALL  JONES.— I  mentioned  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  could 
scarcely  refer  to  one  instance  that  he  had 
brought  under  the  notice  of  myself  as  Minister 
of  Marine  that  had  not  been  attended  to. 
When  he  and  the  secretary  of  the  Seamen's 
Union  handed  in  a  long  written  report  of 
alleged    grievances,  the  whole  of   them  were 
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carefully  gone  into.  Then  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, when  he  was  down  South,  took  credit  for 
the  appointment  of  the  four  shipping-misten. 
Why,  months  before  he  mentioned  the  matter, 
Mr  Millar,  the  member  for  Dunedin  City, 
and  Mr.  Belcher,  of  Dunedin,  had  written  me 
upon  the  subject;  but,  in  reference  to  the 
alleged  grievance,  I  gave  instructions  for  % 
circular  to  be  sent  to  all  the  Collectors,  a  eopj 
of  which  I  will  lay  on  the  table,  and  wbiehit 
as  follows :  - 

'*  Memorandnm  or  Collectors  and  Officen  in 
Charge  of  Customs. 

**  The  attention  of  the  Government  has  te- 
oenLly  been  called  to  certain  alleged  laxity  in 
connection  with  the  administration  of  Un 
Shipping  and  Seamen's  Acts.  It  is  stated  tbtl 
men  have  been  employed  on  Home  cargo- 
steamerd,  while  engaged  in  visiting  difiervat 
ports  in  the  colony  to  load  up  for  England 
without  being  put  on  articles ;  and  that  dm 
have  shipped  in  New  Zealand  as  able  seaneo 
without  naving  the  qualification  required  l)y 
law,  having  been  allowed  to  do  so  on  mahB| 
declarations,  under  section  10  of  "  The  S^iif- 
ping  and  Seamen's  Act  Amendment  Act,  1894' 
that  they  were  entitled  to  ship,  it  is  aIa 
stated  that  permits  to  ship  are  issued  u  a 
matter  of  course  to  men  who  make  a  siatutoiy 
declaration  under  that  section,  without  any 
steps  being  taken  to  ascertain  whether  the 
declarations  are  correct  or  not. 

"  I  have,  therefore,  been  directed  to  state 
that  Collectors  are  to  be  very  careful  to  do  iH 
in  their  power  to  see  that  the  provisions  of  thi 
law  are  strictly  enforced,  and  to  make  earefol 
inquiries  into  any  alleged  irregularities  which 
are  brought  under  their  notice. 

*'  Prosecutions  for  breaches  of  the  Act  an  to 
be  instituted  when  it  is  considered  that  tha 
evidence  available  justifies  such  a  course. 

"Collectors  must  also  use  the  disoretioosiy 
power  which  they  have,  as  to  issuing  ^f^^ 
under  section  10  of  the  Act  quoted  above,  vitt 
caution,  requiring  in  all  cases  of  doubt  pt^of 
at  least  of  a  knowledge  of  matters  relating  to 
ships  and  the  duties  and  work  of  a  seaman. 

"  W.  T.  Glasgow,  Seoretaiy. 

'*  Marine  Department, 

WeUington,  20th  May,  1897." 

Since  that  time  we  have  had  few  complaint^ 
but  in  every  instance  they  have  been  attended 
to.  We  have  had  complaints  as  to  unseawortfay 
ships.  Surveyors  have  been  appointed  and  r^ 
ports  obtained,  but  in  no  case  except  that  of  th» 
*•  Linda  Weber  "  were  there  any  grounds  ft* 
what  had  been  alleged.  Now,  Sir,  tbe  honoor- 
able  member  has  been  for  some  time  past  try- 
ing to  run  with  the  hare  and  hunt  with  Dm 
hounds.  At  his  last  meeting  at  Wellington 
he  said, "  He  promised  the  people  of  Wellington 
in  1896  to  support  the  present  GovemmeDt 
As  far  as  their  eiistence  was  concerned  be 
would  carry  out  his  bond  if  it  cost  him  his  eon* 
science."  That  was  a  month  after  the  speeeh 
delivered  by  the  Premier  at  Eketahuna.  "As 
far  as  their  ezidtenoe  wsus  conoeroed  be  woaM 
carry  out  his  bond  if  it  oost  him  bii  ^' 
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icieoed."    He  would  ignore  his  consoience  for 
thiB  seFsioD,  and  then  be  was  going  to  be  as 
**free  as  a  pig  on  ice."    Well,  those  who  have 
seen  pigs  on  ice  will  know  that  they  first  slip 
tnd  wobble  about,  and  eventually  fall.    That 
it,  and  will  be,  the  position  of  the  honourable 
genUeman.     But  for  one  year  he  is  going  to 
leil  himself  at  the  cost  of  his  conscience.  What 
did  be  say  when  he  stood  for  election  ?    He 
mi,  "If  I  am  called  upon  to  do  anything 
which  my  conscience  revolts   against,  I   will 
tome  back  to  you  and  return  my  trust."    Now, 
I  ask  honourable  members,  what  would  any 
koDouiable  man    do  who  has   acted    as    the 
honourable  gentleman  has  done,  who  has  de- 
livered speeches  as  he  has,  who  has  spoken  as 
be  has  here  to-night  ?     He  has  said  he   will 
6taod  by  the  Government  for  this  session,  even 
tfaoDgh  he  sacrifices  his  conscience.     I  do  not 
believe  there  is  one  other  man  in  this  House 
vho,  having  acted  as  he  has  done,  but  would 
bave  carried  out  his  pledge,  and  handed  back 
bis  trust  to  his  constituents,  and  have  asked, 
"Doyoa  approve  of  what  I  have  done  ?  "  I  can 
o&ljbope  that  the  paltry  pittance  which  is  at- 
tached to  bis  position  is  not  the  reason  for  his 
not  carrying  out  his  pledge.    Now,  there  has 
been  s  good  deal  said  upon  the  question  of  a 
Commiasion  or   a   parliamentary    Committee. 
The  leader  of   the   Opposition  knows    in    his 
ovn  mind  that  the  Government  are  taking  the 
r>giit  course  in  setting  up  a  Royal  Gommisoion. 
His  own  Government,  in  connection  with  the 
ebarges  made   by   Mr.   George    Hutchison   in 
1890,  offered  him  a  Royal  Commission,  and  in 
that  instance    the   honour  of    Ministers  was 
nnpogned.    But  the  honour  of  Ministers  is  not 
iffipogned  in  this  case.    The  Gommisdioo  is  to 
ioqaire  into  certain  matters,  and  will,  I  am 
eoofident,  clear  the  holders  of  New  Zealand 
marine  certificateB   from   the    vile   aspersions 
that  have  been  made,  and  expose  the  dastardly 
manner  in  which  mud  has  been  thrown  upon 
tbam.    If  anything  comes  out  of  that  Com- 
misBOQ  reflecting  on  Ministers,  then  is  the 
time  for  this  House   to  deal  with   Ministers. 
But  what  I  want,  and  what  I  ask  honourable 
members  to  help  me  in,  is  to  bring  out  all 
t^e  facts  in  connection  with  this  matter.     It 
baa  been  the  most  painful  subject  I  ever  had 
to  deal  with.    My   Ministerial  life  is  nothing 
(o  me.   I  can  go  back  to  the  avocation  which 
1  followed  before  I  came  here  without    the 
■lightest  regret.     Some  have  said  my  resigna- 
tion was  tendered  because  the  Premier  has  set 
vp  this  Commission  ;  but  he  in  his  usual  manly 
1*^7  left  to  me  to  decide  whether  there  should 
he  s Commission  or  a  parliamentary  inquiry. 
Iknew  the  position  which  would  be  tsJcen  up 
oj  honourable  members  opposite  ;  I  knew  the 
^'^Hog  that  would  take  place  as  to  the  com- 
position of  that  Committee ;   and  I  know  the 
Atiitode  that  would  be  taken  up  by  Opposition 
members,  whose  sole  object  would  be  to  try  and 
ptove  some  wrongdoing  although   they  knew 
Done  existed.    I  preferred  to  take  two  honour- 
Mle  men  and  give  them  carte  blaitche  to  do  as 
"^^  chose— to  ask  any  questions  they  chose, 
*"«  where  they  chose,  get  any   information 


they  chose  and  then  report  to  this  House, 
and  let  this  House  and  the  country  be  the 
judge. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON.— I  desire  to  make  a 
personal  explanation.  Among  the  many  mis* 
representations  made  by  the  Minister  reflecting 
upon  me,  there  are  two  statements  to  which  I 
desire  to  give  an  absolute  and  unequivocal 
denial.  One  is,  that  I  told  the  Hon.  Minister 
of  Marine  of  the  identity  of  the  man  (Captain 
Jones)  at  any  time  whatever.  The  second  is 
the  statement  that  I  went  to  Captain  Jones 
and  told  him  that,  had  I  known  he  was  in- 
interested  I  would  not  have  moved  in  the  mat- 
ter, as  I  only  wanted  to  get  at  that Hall- 
Jones.  That  statement  is  absolutely  devoid 
of  any  correctness  whatever.  I  not  only  did 
not  wait  upon  him,  but  I  never  at  any  time 
suggested  to  him  or  anybody  else  that  had  I 
known  the  identity  of  my  man  I  might  not 
have  gone  on  with  the  matter.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  told  everybody  that  if  it  was  the 
dearest  brother  I  ever  had  I  would  have  gone 
on  with  it  just  the  same. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— I  can  only  say  that 
when  the  honourable  gentleman  first  referred 
to  this  matter  I  had  not  the  slightest  know- 
ledge of  whom  he  was  referring  to,  and  it  was 
some  three  or  four  days  afterwards  that  I  knew, 
from  what  he  informed  me,  to  whom  he  re- 
ferred. I  have  said  nothing  but  what  is  abso- 
lutely correct.  Having  received  that  statemf  nt 
from  the  honourable  gentleman,  it  fitst  led  me 
to  look  in  the  direction  of  Jones.  I  cannot 
allow  the  statements  of  the  honourable  member 
to  go  unanswered. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— I  might  say  this, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  have  not  interrupted,  nor 
did  I  want  to  interrupt  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  J.  Hutcheson),  but 
there  was  one  statement  he  made  which  shows 
that  his  memory  is  not  correct — in  fact  it  is 
greatly  at  fault — in  reference  to  the  interview  he 
refers  to ;  and,  as  he  has  divulged  a  portion  of 
what  has  transpired,  I  presume  I  shall  have  the 
honourable  member's  consent  to  also  disclose 
what  occurred  between  himself  and  me  at  the 
interview.     What  I  said  was  this, — 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay).— This  is 
verv  irregular. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  am  correcting  a  misstate- 
ment. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— As  I  understand  the  Pre- 
mier thinks  he  has  been  in  some  way  misrepre- 
sented, he  has  an  undoubted  right  to  correct 
misrepresentation. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  Standing  Orders 
say  that  it  must  be  done  immediately  after  the 
speech  is  made. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
for  Hawke*s  Bay  is  confusing  the  matter  of 
taking  down  words  with  that  of  correcting  a 
misrepresentation.  In  the  former  case  imme- 
diate action  is  requisite,  but  not  in  the  latter 
case. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — If  Ministers,  whose  charac- 
ters are  aspersed  at  the  present  time,  are  not 
to  have  liberty  of  speech  in  this  House,  I  shall 
raserve  my  remarks. 
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GAptain  RUSSELL. — It  is  Pome  explanation 
about  some  other  speech.  The  Premier  has 
lost  hifl  t-emper.     It  w  verv  irregular. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  understar  d  the  Prpmier 
now  to  say  tltat  he  rf'serven  his  right  to  speak 
on  this  matter  to  S'  me  future  ecc Anion. 

Captain  RUj^SELL.— It  is  irregular. 

Mr.  SEDDON— The  quePiion  is  whether  I 
am  permiitrd  to  refer  to  mi8Stacem<'nt8,  or  to 
a  matter  in  which  I  have  been  misrepresented. 
Of  course,  if  the  Itader  of  the  Opposition 
presses  his  op|.o  ition  I  shall  not,  and  do  not 
dtsire  to  ask  for  anything  which  is  not  granted 
to  every  merahf^r. 

Cuptain  RUSSELL.  — Nobody  else  would 
have  leave  f. ranted  to  him  to  make  a  speech  in 
this  way,  wiih  refirence  to  a  speech  delivered 
by  ano*  he  r  m«  mber. 

Mr.  SKDDON.— In  the  meantime  the  state- 
meiit  made  hy  the  honourable  member  for 
WelJinKton  City  will  have  seventy  hours'  start 
before  I  can  speak  on  Tuesday  night.  I  said 
the  only  application  I  had  b-'fore  me  in  respect 
to  a  ceriiHca^e  wam  thnt  of  Captain  Joneo. 

Mr.  J.  HUTOHESON.-That  is  so.  If  there 
is  any  differ*  nee  between  that  and  what  I  said, 
I  sgree  that  that  is,  to  my  recollection,  what 
transpired.    I  was  not  aware  of  any  dififtrenoe. 

Mr.  PIRANT. — I  nnd'  rstood  there  was  to  be 
an  adjournment,  until  Tuesday. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  in  so. 

Mr.  PIRaNL— I  have  no  objection.  I  will 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
past  eleven  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE     COUNCIL. 

Tunday,  4th  July,  1899. 


First  ReadinK— Adjournment. 

The  Hon.  the  Spxaksb  took  the  ohair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pratxrs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Canterbury  Collrge  and  Canterbury  Agricul- 
tural College  Indemnity  Bill. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  moved,  Thai 
the  Couvcil  do  adjfnim. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  he  was 
satisfied,  from  information  he  had  got  from 
those  well  able  to  judge,  that  this  process  of 
adjourning  would  hie  repeated  every  day  this 
week  —  that  they  would  simply  meet  and 
adjourn.  No  possible  basinets  could  come 
before  them.  They  had  already  passed  an 
Imprest  Supply  Bill ;  there  was  no  fear  of 
money  being  wanted,  and  he  would  ask  the 
Council  whether  or  not  they  could  not  just  as 
well  adjourn  for  a  few  days.  No  one  could 
accuse  him  of  being  absent  from  his  post, 
although  he  had  plenty  of  other  work  to  do, 


but  he  objected  to  this  dandling  abont  from 
day  to  day.  There  were  other  honourable 
members  in  exactly  the  same  position.  They 
were  willing  to  attend  if  there  was  woric  to  b« 
done,  but  did  not  know  why  they  should  be 
denied  the  right  of  doing  other  work  in  order 
to  come  to  the  Council  so  as  to  do  nothing  bul 
adjourn.  He  moved,  as  an  amendment,  That 
the  adjournvieiU  be  till  Tuesday  next. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  would  be 
very  sorry  if  the  Council  were  to  agree  to  the 
amendment,  because  he  did  not  thick  it  would 
come  well  from  the  Council  that  it  was  not  an 
important  part  of  the  body  politic.  It  was 
quite  true  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  was 
generally  well  informed  as  to  what  would  take 
place,  and  he  had  told  them  that  the  debate 
would  not  close  before  the  end  of  the  week; 
but  the  debate  might  c^of^e  at  any  time,  and 
the  theory  of  the  Constitution  was  that  under 
all  circumstances  both  Houbes  should  be  ready 
to  take  up  their  functions  at  one  and  the  same 
time.  The  amendment  was  distinctly  in  the 
direction  of  saying  that  on  an  occasion  whidi 
approached  the  condition  of  a  crisis  the  Coim- 
cil  was  not  important.  He  was  very  sorr>'  the 
Council  had  to  be  called  together  from  day  to 
day  with  nothing  to  do,  but  he  felt  that  this 
vios  a  condition  of  things  that  they  had  to  ac- 
cept -  what  might  be  held  to  be  an  inconvenience 
— as  part  of  their  duty.  To  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment would  be,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  acknow- 
ledge that  the  Council  was  not  an  important 
part  of  the  oonstitutton  of  Parliament. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  that  if  tiiis 
was  (he  only  instance  in  which  the  Council 
had  been  called  upon  to  adjourn  from  day  to 
day  he  would  not  have  complained  at  all ;  but 
it  bad  been  the  practice,  ev»r  since  the  present 
Qovemment  had  been  in  office,  for  the  Council 
to  be  called  together  for  five  or  six  weeks  to 
virtually  do  nothing.  To  use  a  common  term, 
they  were  kept  "  loafing  "  about  town.  Sursly, 
if  the  Qovemment  wished  the  Council  to  attend 
to  its  duties,  there  was  plenty  of  work  for  them 
to  go  on  with,  even  though  the  other  branch 
of  the  L^^gislature  had  a  no-oonfidenoe  debate 
before  it.  As  to  the  Council  being  part  and 
parcel  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
they  were  doing  their  work ;  and  why  should 
not  the  Council  go  on  with  theirs?  Owing  to 
the  inclement  state  of  the  weather  and  through 
being  kept  "  loafing  "  about  the  streets  they  all 
had  colds  and  sore  throats ;  s^ad  this  was  not 
the  only  time  the  Government  had  kept  back 
work  from  the  Council,  even  when  there  was 
no  no  confidence  debate  on.  The  Council  last 
year  and  the  year  previous,  and,  in  fact,  ever 
finoe  the  present  Government  had  been  in 
office,  had  been  kept  about  idling  away  their 
time  until  the  end  of  the  session,  when  they 
had  to  rush  Bills  through  in  a  great  hurry,  in 
some  oases  even  witliout  their  being  printed, 
or,  at  any  rate,  when  only  one  copy  was  to  be 
seen.  That  was  not  legi4ation  at  all,  and  be, 
for  one,  must  certainly  support  the  honourable 
gentleman's  amendment. 

The  Hon.    Mr.   KEKR   thought  they  were 
not  hardly  dealt  with  in  having  to  come  there 
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from  day  to  day  60  do  nothing.  He  was  sur- 
prised to  hear  the  hoaourable  gentleman 
impeach  the  Government  for  this  state  of 
sfijiirs.  Was  it  the  Hon.  Mr.  Walker's  faulc 
that  there  was  nothing  plaoed  before  them? 
He  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
know  better  what  was  required  on  the  Govern- 
ment's behalf.  For  bin  part,  he  did  not  feel 
hardly  dealt  with,  and  he  thought  all  other 
honourable  gentl«;men  were  in  the  same  po- 
sition. He  could  attend  there  very  easily  every 
day  to  see  if  there  was  any  work  f  ^r  him  to 
do,  and  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  '*  loaf  " 
ahoat  the  streetf*,  as  ihe  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski 
Becmei  to  be  in  the  habit  of  domg.  He  hoped 
the  Goancil  would  accede  to  the  request  of  the 
Eon.  Minister  for  Education. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  A.  LEE  SMITH  said  he  oou^d 
find  plenty  to  dj  elsewhere  himself ;  bus  he 
Koognised  the  force  of  what  bhe  MmiHter  for  Edu- 
cation had  said — namely,  that  they  were  there 
io  carry  out  their  L  ginlative  duties.  The  Hon. 
Kr.  Sbrimski  seemed  to  be  always  finding  fault 
with  something.  It  was  a  wonder  he  did  not 
blame  the  Government  for  the  state  of  the 
weather,  and  b  cause  they  alt  had  colds.  He 
thought  members  should  stay  in  Wellington,  as 
it  wa«  qui '6  possible  they  would  be  required. 
IlieHoQ.  Mr.  McLean  said  that  according  to 
his  infoimaii'in  it  would  be  tbe  end  of  the  week 
before  any  buMness  was  brought  down  to  the 
Coancil.  He  did  not  suppose  the  honourable 
genileman  knew  better  than  any  one  elde  what 
wu  going  to  happen,  and  it  was  quite  possible 
the  House  might  get  through  the  vote  of  want  of 
confidence  sooner  than  the  honourable  gentle- 
man expected.  He  was  sorry  to  oppose  the 
honourable  gentleman,  much  as  be  shuuld  like 
to  get  away,  bat  he  recognised  they  were 
brought  together  for  a  special  purpose,  and  it 
was  their  duty  to  remain  there. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN  thought  it  a  great 
pity  that  the  old  custom  that  had  grown  up 
deewhere  and  under  other  conditions  was 
P^naed  here,  of  stopping  all  work  in  the 
Goancil  because  a  vote  of  no-confldence  was 
being  discussed  in  another  place.  A  great 
deal  of  time  would  be  saved  if  Bills  were 
brought  before  them  at  onc»*,  and  Committees 
were  set  up.  There  would  be  no  harm  done  to 
Aoybody  on  either  side,  and  no  principle  would 
be  imperilled.  He  could  not  agree  with  the 
Hinieter  that  there  was  any  want  of  dignity  in 
their  not  being  present  to  go  through  the  form 
of  aitiing  every  day  10  oo  nothing.  On  the 
other  band,  he  thought  there  was  a  certain 
unount  of  indignity  in  being  compelled  to  go 
through  the  present  farce.  He  would  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  to 
ujoarn  till  the  following  Tuesday,  as  it  was 
jl^reasonablc  one,  and  no  valid  argument  had 
been  adduced  against  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY  said,  under  ordi- 
nary  circumstances  lie  would  have  been  quite 
willing  to  agree  to  the  adjournment  moved  by 
Me  Hon.  Mr.  ^loLean  if  there  was  no  question 
png  discussed  in  another  place  in  which  the 
»te  of  the  Ministry  was  involvi  d.  But,  while 
soch  a  question  was  being  discussed,  it   was 


their  duty  to  remain  there  and  meet  from  day 
to  day  until  that  question  had  been  dacided. 
He  would  remind  honourable  members  that 
"  they  also  serve  who  only  ntand  and  wait," 
and  he  thought  until  this  question  had  been 
decided  they  were  doing  tUeir  duty  by  remain- 
ing at  their  posts  so  as  to  be  ready  for  whatever 
came  before  them,  enp-icially  as  no  one  could 
tell  when  the  debate  in  another  place  would 
close,  and  the  usual  business  of  the  session 
was  wailing  to  be  dealt  with.  He  would  there- 
fore oppose  the  adjournment  for  a  week. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RIGG  said  it  would  seem  at 
first  sight  as  though  there  was  a  great  deal  in 
what  had  been  said  by  the  Hon.  the  Minister; 
but  they  were  all  fairly  well  able  to  judge  the 
measure  of  success  the  vote  in  anotber  place 
would  meet  with.  If  for  one  single  moment  he 
had  any  doubt  6ks  to  the  result,  or  if  he  believed 
that  the  vote  of  want  of  oouAdenoe  would  be 
carried  against  the  Ministry,  he  should  be  the 
last  to  advocate  the  adjournment.  But  he  saw 
not  the  slightest  possibility  of  it.  He  quite 
recognised  that  if  they  adjourned  until  the 
following  Tuesday  the  Council  could  easily 
overtake  any  work  that  might  comn  before  it 
by  sitting  in  the  evening  later  on.  He  thought 
honourable  gentlemen  should  be  allowed  this 
opportunity  of  going  away  to  attend  to  any 
business  they  might  have,  instead  of  being  put 
to  the  inconvenience  of  attending  there  from 
day  to  day  to  go  through  a  ceremony  which  was 
not  of  an  important  character.  Under  the 
circumstances,  he  would  give  his  vote  for  the 
adjournment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REEVES  said,  for  his  part,  he 
had  heard  on  preity  good  authority  that  the 
no-confidence  debate  would  not  go  past  Wednes- 
day night  or  Taursday  night  at  the  latest.  Al- 
though he  would  be  only  too  glad  to  get  away 
for  a  few  days,  he  quite  agreed  with  the  Minis- 
ter that  they  were  there  as  a  part'  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  colony,  and  that  they  should  stick 
to  their  posts.  There  were  plenty  of  other  ways 
of  spending  their  time  beside  '*  loafing  *'  about 
the  streets,  as  the  Hun.  Mr.  Shrim^ki  appeared 
to  do. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TWOMEY  said,  for  his  part, 
he  had  been  told  that  the  debate  in  another 
place  would  not  go  be}ond  the  following  night, 
and,  from  what  other  honourable  members  had 
said,  they  had  nothing  defiaice  whatever  to  go 
upon ;  therefore  there  was  nothing  that  would 
justifv  the  Council  in  adjourning,  as  the  Hon. 
Mr.  McLean  had  proposed.  It  was  true  there 
was,  to  a  certain  extent,  inconvenience  owing 
to  their  having  to  stay  idle  from  day  to  day 
when  there  was  a  tio  confidence  mobioa  bcifore 
the  House ;  but  that  was  not  the  fault  of  the 
present  Government,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski 
seemed  to  think  ;  if  there  was  any  one  to  blame 
it  was  those  who  brought  forward  the  no-confi- 
dence motion  without  any  hope  of  success.  The 
Council  might  be  called  upon  at  any  moment, 
even  that  night,  to  perform  some  important 
function.  Tuey  had  known  debates  to  col- 
lapse most  unexpectedly  owing  to  one  side  or 
the  other  endeavouring  to  gain  an  advan- 
tage during  the  absence  of  some  of  the  sup- 
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porters  of  the  other  side,  and  so  on.  For  the 
reason,  therefore,  that  there  was  no  assurance 
when  the  debate  would  close,  he  woald  support 
the  motion  of  the  Minisier  to  adjourn  from  day 
to  day. 

Tbe  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  thought  there  would  be 
no  gain  in  adjourning  for  a  week  on  the  present 
occasion.  It  had  become  the  practice  to  ad- 
journ the  Council  when  the  finano'al  debate 
took  place  in  another  Chamber,  and  if  they 
adjourned  now  it  would  be  to  meet  and  to 
shortly  adjourn  ag>iin.  That,  he  considered, 
was  undcHirable,  and  they  had  better  con- 
tinue th«ir  sittings  until  the  financial  discus- 
sion commence*-),  and  then  have  an  adjourn- 
ment, if  deemed  d«*sirable. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  did  not  see  how  the 
present  adjournment  could  affect  another  ad- 
journment on  the  financial  debate,  or  that 
there  was  any  possible  gO(-d  in  now  meeting 
to  adjourn  from  day  to  day.  The  Council 
could  not  be  wanted  to  deal  with  any  matter 
of  urgency,  and  the  debate  on  the  no- confidence 
motion  seemed  likely  to  last  for  a  week.  Per- 
sonally it  would  not  be  any  advantage  to  him, 
but  he  could  see  no  use  meeting  from  day  to 
day,  and  should  support  the  amendment. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
the  word  *  now  '  be  retained." 
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Majority  for,  9. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed  to. 
The  Council  adjourned  at  three  o'clock  p.m. 
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two  o'clock. 

PRATEBS. 

FIRST  READING. 
Wellington  Electric  Lighting^Bill. 

Hon,  Mr.  IHoomey 


POLICE  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— I  deRire,  Sir,  to 
lay  on  the  table  the  report  on  the  Police  Force 
of  the  colony.  I  move.  That  it  do  lie  oa  ths 
table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christohurch  City).— 1  wish 
to  ask  the  Premier  whether  the  Govemmeiit 
intend,  in  connection  with  that  matter,  to  bring 
down  propoRflJs  for  the  establishment  of  a  pes- 
sion  fund  thid  year,  and  when,  if  they  have  any 
intention  at  all,  they  intend  to  allow  the 
House  to  resume  the  debate  that  was  td- 
journed  last  year  on  the  rep-irt  of  the  EotsI 
CommtBAion  on  the  Police  Force? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  the  honourable  member 
will  put  his  question  on  the  Order  Paper  I  will 
then  reply  to  it. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  (Kicoarton).— I  scsrcelT 
think  a  question  of.that  importance  should  be 
answered  in  that  off-hand  manner.  I  tliinkve 
have  a  right  to  know  what  is  the  position  of 
the  House  with  regard  to  that  Police  Comaii> 
sion.  It  was  a  parliamentary  scandal  that  tbe 
action  of  this  House  should  be  intercepted  bfi 
proposal,  as  was  the  cane  last  year,  thai  Ite 
whole  result  of  that  Boyal  Commission  RhooU 
be  referred  practically  for  reconsideration  to 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee — a  Committee 
dominated  by  supporters  of  the  Government 
— and  that  this  House  should  be  put  off  from 
consideration  of  the  question  by  that  proposal. 
I  think  it  is  impossible,  in  the  minds  of  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  that  the  Government  shoald 
not  have  made  up  their  mind  as  to  what  thev 
are  going  to  do  with  regard  to  the  question  pat 
by  the  member  for  Chris tchuroh  City.  There 
has  been  no  more  important  event  in  tho  his- 
tory of  tbe  colony  than  the  action  of  that  Com- 
mission and  tbe  results  that  are  to  come  from 
it,  and  we  have  a  right  to  know  what  the  Go- 
vernment are  going  to  do  with  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— The  honourable  gentle, 
man  says  "  Hear,  hear,"  but  we  are  to  be  potoff 
from  day  to  day.  Here  we  have  an  opportooitf 
— and  the  honourable  member  for  Cbriscchoielt 
City  has  availed  himself  of  it— of  asking  a 
question  as  to  what  is  going  to  be  done,  aad  I 
think  the  honourable  member  is  entitled,  not 
to  say  to  more  courtesy,  but  he  is  entitled  cer- 
tainly to  more  information. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  will  get  the  fullest  in- 
formaticn ;  but  when  such  questions  are  asked 
on  a  motion  to  lay  papers  on  the  table,  what 
more  cnn  I  do?  I  simply  say  I  will  answer  the 
honourable  member's  question  and  give  him 
the  fullest  pKrtinnlars  at  the  proper  time. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— We  know  the  hoooai-  ^ 
able  gentleman  is  an  adept  at  answering  qnee- 
tions,  and  the  House  has  now  an  opportunity 
of  saying  what  they  think  about  it,  which  theT 
would  not  have  on  the  reply  to  a  question.  I 
think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  t?  inMstoB 
the  debate  on  the  report  of  the  Comroissiofi 
being  continued,  and  the  resolution  proposed 
by  the  member  for  Invercargill  beins  affirm<'d 
and  it  is  impossible  to  believe  the  honoaraUe 
gentleman  ha^  not  come  to  a  oondoaioo  on 
the  matter.    We  have  a  right  to  know  what  the 
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GovemmeDt  are  going  to  do  generally  with 
ipgird  to  giving  e£feot  to  the  proposals  of  that 
Commission,  and  as  to  the  establishing  of  a 
lebeme  for  superannuation. 

Mr.  SMfTU  (Gbristchurofa  City).— Perhaps, 
Sir,  the  difficulty  can  be  got  over  if  the  Premier 
will  Dame  a  time  when  we  will  have  a  debate  on 
th«  report  now  submitted.  I  see  the  present 
Gimmissiooer,  Mr.  Tunbridge,  recommends,  as 
the  previous  Inppeotor  did,  that  a  scheme  of  re- 
tiring-allowances should  be  inaugurated  for  the 
whole  Force.  1  also  note  the  fact  that  certain 
other  recommendations  made  last  year  have 
not  been  given  effect  to ;  and  I  think,  when 
both  Commissioners  have  reported  in  the  same 
direction,  the  House  ought  to  have  an  oppor- 
iunitT  of  expressing  its  opinion  on  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  head  of  the  Police  Force.  If  the 
Gowroment  do  not  see  their  way,  on  the  ground 
of  expense,  or  from  any  other  cause,  to  carry  out 
these  soggestionst,  it  is  time  the  Uou^e  should 
give  them  the  necessary  authority  ;  and  if  it  is 
merely  a  question  of  expense,  it  should  empower 
the  Premier  to  spend  a  little  m^ney  for  this 
purpose.  The  Premier,  we  know,  is  so  very  care- 
iol  of  the  finances  of  the  colony  that  he  may 
be  induposed  to  adopt  the  suggestion  on  his  own 
initiMive,  and  no  doubt  any  Rug^estion  that 
will  take  that  responsibility  of!  his  shoulders 
viii  meet  with  his  approval.  If,  therefore,  he 
Will  fix  a  time  for  the  consideration  of  the 
qoesiion  it  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
House,  and  save  himself  a  lot  of  trouble. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston).— I  feel  certain 
thig  will  be  the  only  opportunity  there  will  be 
tbisEessioa  of  dealing  with  the  police  question, 
tnd  I  am  confirmed  in  inj  opinion  by  the 
■erenity  with  which  the  Premier  is  now  viewing 
the  discussion  coming  on.  But,  unfortunately 
for  the  House,  the  order  of  business  is  entirely 
m  the  hands  of  the  Premier.  Private  members' 
^}B,  if  not  taken  away  by  debates  of  this  sort, 
^  taken  away  by  the  Premier  by  holding  over 
tbe  questions  for  a  fortnight  or  so  and  answer- 
ing them  on  WedneFdayn,  and  there  is  abt-o- 
mielynoopporiuniiy,  except  on  some  irregular 
^®<^onlike  this,  of  draiing  with  very  import- 
M»tqnf.gtion8  that  come  before  us. 

Mr.  SEDDON.—If  you  will  allow  me,  I  will 
Uttwer  the  question  in  my  own  way.  I  cannot 
Bsenow. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  am  very  glad  indeed  that 
«^  is  a  time  when  I  can  prevent  tbe  Premier 
uom  ri-ing,  and  the  only  thing  I  regret  is 
JiAt  I  cannot  prevent  him  of tener  from  rising. 
Bat  there  can  be  no  question  that  this  matter 
oUiuperannuaiion  allowance  to  members  of 
we  Polici  Force  is  a  pressing  necessity.  Why, 
w|^ieare  men  in  the  Force  at  the  present  time 
*bo  tte  long  past  their  fitness  for  work,  and 
*bo  an  merely  kept  there  because  it  would  be 
j|Pi'y  to  throw  ihem  out  on  the  streets.  They 
bave  nothing  to  support  them,  and,  unfortu- 
^l^ly,  in  some  oases  they  are  not  even  en- 
utled  to  an  old-age  pension.  And  it  is  time 
jomething  was  dene,  for  the  Premier's  attention 
bis  been  drawn  to  this  matter  for  years — 
vhile  be  was  Minister  of  Defence  himself ; 
•ad  siaoe   then,   as   Premier  of  the  colony, 


surely  he  ought  to  have  found  some  way  to 
influence  the  inertia  of  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence. But,  notwithstanding  these  opportuni- 
ties, instead  of  attempting  to  deal  with  an 
important  matter  like  this,  he  spends  the 
recess  rushing  through  the  colony  giving  us 
flaring  speeches  about  what  he  intends  to  do 
but  never  attempts  to  aocomp'ish.  I  hope  the 
Premier  will  give  some  announcement  to  the 
House  on  the  subject,  and  that  he  will  tell  us 
something  about  what  the  Government  intend 
to  do. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Ghristchurch  City).— Speak- 
ing  to  the  motion  now  before  the  House, 
I  should  like  to  confirm  some  of  the  remarks 
that  have  fallen  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Palmerston.  There  is  a  very  strongly  ex- 
pressed desire  on  the  part  of  the  members  of 
the  Police  Force  in  this  colony  that  some 
opportunity  should  be  given  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  pension  fund.  I  know  that  it  was 
clearly  brought  before  this  House  ten  years 
ago,  and  there  has  been  scarcely  a  year  since 
but  what  the  head  of  the  Force  has  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  necessity  of 
making  some  provision  for  those  men  being 
rehired  who  have  passed  beyond  their  period  of 
efficient  service.  When  the  Police  Commission 
was  sitting  last  year  it  was  discovered  and  proved 
that  one  reason  why  incompetents  and  men  who 
were  too  old  were  not  weeded  out  of  the  Force 
was  because  there  was  no  superannuation  fund. 
There  was  a  feeling  that  to  dismiss  men  when 
they  reached  the  age  of  sixty  or  sixty-five,  after 
putting  in  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  years  of 
service,  would  do  an  injustice  to  these  men, 
and  they  were  therefore  kept  on  until  they 
were  old  men,  and  years  after  they  had  become 
incompetent.  I  understand  that  the  Police 
Force  are  not  asking  that  the  State  should  pro- 
vide a  pension  fund  for  them.  They  are  quite 
prepared  to  provide  a  fund  for  themselves. 
They  simply  want  the  approval  of  the  House 
to  the  scheme  they  have  outlined.  Surely, 
then,  it  is  not  right  to  prevent  them  establish- 
ing this  fund,  and  I  think  they  should  have 
the  sanction  of  the  House  or  of  Parliament  for 
that  purpose. 

An  Hon.  Msxbbb. — Let  them  establish  it, 
then. 

Mr.  TAYLOR Well,  they  have  asked  for 

permission  time  after  time,  but  they  must  have 
the  approval  of  the  House  before  they  establish 
the  fund.  There  is  a  proposal — I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  embodied  in  this  report — that  the 
Government  should  make  a  temporary  advance, 
and  that  it  shall  be  repaid  back  by  the  Force 
as  their  funds  accumulate.  In  any  case,  one  of 
the  principal  causes  for  the  retention  in  the 
Police  Force  of  incompetent  men  has  been  the 
absence  of  some  fund  to  enable  these  men  to  be 
retired  when  they  reach  a  certain  age,  or  when 
they  are  disabled.  Members  will  remember 
how  last  year  this  House  was  deliberately 
balked  from  expressing  an  opinion  on  the  im- 
portant recommendations  of  the  Police  Gom- 
miision.  The  House  was  allowed  two  days  to 
discuss  the  report,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  owing  to  the  strenuous  efforts  of   the 
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MiniRtrv,  the  debate  was  then  adjourned,  and 
the  House  was  not  allowed  to   oome   to   any 
deciBion    on  the   principal    recommendations. 
And  what  was  the  principal  recommendation 
brought  before  the    House  ?      It  was   one   in 
which   ic   was   urgpd   that  for   the  protection 
of  the  Police  Force  political  patronage  should 
be  abandoned  when  app^  intments  to  the  Force 
were  bang  con^ider^d.    The  House  never  had 
a  chance  of  saNing  whether  h  appioved  of  that 
recommcnda  ion  of  the  Commission,  and  it  is 
an  open  question  whether  we  ever  shall  have 
that  chanctt.     Nearly  all  the  other  rt commen- 
dations were  given  effect  to,  and,  strange  to  say, 
they   were  recommendations  capable  of  being 
debated  very  widely.     There  was  a  recommen- 
dation for  the  appointment  of  an  extra  num 
ber  of  men— about  fifry,  I  thmk.    And  yet  there 
were   statements   from   the  most  experienced 
officers — from   Inspectors    and  others — in   the 
Force  who  gave  evidence  before  the  Commis- 
sion that  in  their  judgment  this  increase  in 
the  Force    was   not    required    to    secure    its 
effioi>  ncy,  but  that  what  was  required  was  the 
weeoing-out  of  incapable  men,  and  those  who 
had    reaohtd   the    age    at    which    they   were 
no   longer  fit    for  police   duty.     The    recom- 
mendation for  the  appointment  of  the«e  extra 
men  was  carried    into  effect,   and   the  coun- 
try has  been   burthened   with   an  expense  on 
that  account  that  some  of  the  mosc  experi- 
enced  officers  declared   to  be  quite  unoeces- 
sary.     The    House    was    not    asked    whether 
it  agreed  or  not  with  that  recommendation. 
Bui  the  one  vital  point  as  to  which  the  coun- 
try is  ooneemed,  whether  men  for  appointment 
to  the  Police  Force  and  other  branches  of  the 
Civil   Service   Rhould    be   selected   because   of 
their  general  ability,   we  were  debarred  alto- 
gether from  expressing  an  opinion  upon.    That 
is  the  question  I  want  10  ask:    Are  we  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  expreB<!ing  an  opinion,  now 
or  later  on,  as  to  whether  the  Police  Force  of 
this  colony  shall   be   recruited   in    the  public 
interests  or   in  the  interests    of    politicians? 
During  the  recesp,  too,  the  Premier,  with  that 
capacity  for  misrepresentation  that  is  almost 
peculiarly  his  own,  in  Opunake,  declared  that 
the  Police  Comminsion  had  008t  £4,000,  and 
that  all  these  efEorts  had  only  proved  one  thing, 
and   that  wan  that  on  one   occasion  a  pohce 
oonstAble  at  Balclutha  had  been  guilty  of  an 
infringement  of  the  railway  regulations  by  con- 
veying the  dead  body  of  hin  child  from  Balclutha 
to  Dunedin  for  burial.     The  Premier  declared 
solemnly,  and  with  all  the  responsibility  of  his 
position,  that  the  Commis'^ion  had  proved  no 
other  wrong  but  that  one  offence  on  the  part  of 
this  particular  constable.     He  forgets  that  one 
of  the  strongest  indictments   against  the  ad- 
ministration of  that  department  was  that  he 
kept  men  deliberately  in  the  Force  who  had 
been  guilty  of  theft,  drunkenness,  and  brawl- 
ing ;  who  had   been   partners   in  harlotry  and 
connected  with  brothels.     It  was  proved  that 
such  a  man  was  kept  there,  and  wan  ultimately 
compensated    when   dismisised.      The   Premier 
3  A      ignored  all  that.    He  did  not  tell  the 
public,  when  speaking  on  this  matter, 
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that  it  had  been  proved  that  his  record  of  police 
administration  was  eight  yearn  of  absolute  neg- 
lect of  the  men's  legi'imate  demands  for  re- 
dress of  grievances.     He  did  not  tell  the  public, 
when  speaking  at  Opunake,  that  the  men  did 
not  receive  promotion  ;  that  men  had  been  kept 
in  the  third  class  for  thirteen  or  fourteen  years, 
although  men  who  had  the  political  pull,  and 
whose  defaulters'  sheet  was  as  black  as  night, 
had  been   lifted   up;    and,  with   an   audacity 
which   is   almost  shameful,  the   Premier  hai 
gone     round    the    colony   and    dared    to    say 
that  the  result  of  the  police  irqniry  was  only 
the  discovery  of  that  one  solitary  offence  by 
a  Balclutha  policeman.     Well,  I  do  not  know 
how  to  describe  the  statement  made   by  the 
Premier.    The  rules  of  the  House  would  not 
permit  nie  to  use  the  only  effective  words  lo 
describe  the  Premier's  statement  and  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Premier  when  he  made  that  Opa- 
nake  speech.     Now,  how  much  lonfi;er  are  these 
men  to  be  prevented  from  making  provision  is 
the  way  of  a  pension  fund  that  will  immediateir 
give  new  life  to  the  Force,  and  give  them  so 
opportunity  of  gradually  weeding  out  the  oMfc 
men,    and    recruiting  the    Force   so   that  iti 
efficiency  shall   be    secured?      Whatever  has 
happened  in  the  past,  they  ought  to  do  justice 
in    this  matter  to    the   Police   Force   to-day. 
They   ought   to   be  allowed   to   protect  them- 
selves in  the  way  they  have  asked  time  after 
time.    The  Hnuse  was  deprived  last  year  of 
any  opportunity  of   expressing  its  opinion  ai 
to  whether  political   influences  shall  cease  to 
operate  in   the    selection   of   members  of  the 
Force.     I  am  almost  hopeless  of  getting  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  from  the  House  on  that; 
but  the  way  in  which  the  House  was  defrauded 
of  its  right  was  discreditable  to  the   Qovem- 
ment,  and  will  remain  so  until  the  rights  of  the 
House  are  respected. 

Mr.  HOGQ  (Masterton). — Any  one  listening 
to  the  speech  which  has  just  been  delivsrad 
would  arrive  ac  one  oonclnsion,  and  thac  is  tbst 
the  Police  Force  is  a  standing  dii-grace  tdthe 
colony ;  that  it  will  not  compare  with  the 
police  forces  in  other  countries  ;  that  it  is  fall 
of  the  very  worst  and  most  disreputable  cha- 
racters ;  that  us  grievances  year  after  year  have 
been  un rectified  ;  that  the  men  are  dissatisfied 
and  discontented  ;  that  the  management  of  the 
Force  in  bnd,  and  that  the  sooner  it  is  swept 
away  the  better.  The  honourable  Reutlemao 
has  again  and  again  reiterated  that  the  preseat 
Commissioner  is  a  most  admiriible  man  for 
his  position,  and  yet,  notwithhtanding  the  fact 
that  the  Police  Force  for  over  twelve  montbt 
has  been  under  that  Commisnioner,  he  states 
that  their  grievances  have  been  disregarded, 
that  the  same  bad  characters  remain,  that  the 
Force  has  not  been  purified,  and  that  the  sooner 
we  deal  with  its  weaknesses  the  better.  Perhaps 
he  wants  the  country  to  be  put  to  the  expense  of 
another  £4,000  or  £5,000  by  appointing  another 
Commission  to  go  round  the  country  taking 
evidence  with  regard  to  things  that  prevail  no 
longer.  I  will  not  say  that  there  have  not  been 
bad  and  perhaps  disreputable  characters  in  the 
Force.     It  is  a  very  large  body  of  men,  and 
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irhere  there  ia  a  large  number  they  cannot  all 
be  expected  to  be  white :  there  are  bound  to  bo 
some  blaok  sheep  in  the  flock.  But  what  was 
the  result  of  the  investigation  that  was  made 
twelve  months  ago  ?  What  did  it  show  ? 
Where  did  these  bad  characters,  these  black 
Bheep,  come  from  ?  Who  appointed  them  ? 
Was  it  the  present  Ministry,  the  present  Ad- 
ministratioD  ?  I  say  No.  These  men  were 
appointed  by  their  predeoessord ;  they  were 
appointed  before  the  present  Ministry  held  the 
reins  of  pawer ;  and  if  there  is  any  reflection  to 
be  ca^t  on  the  way  in  which  the  Police  Force 
has  been  managed  in  the  past  it  is  not  upon 
the  present  Government,  but  upon  those  who 
preceded  them.  Most  of  the  bad  characters 
discovered  by  the  Commission  were  weeded  out 
of  tlie  Force  as  soon  as  their  faults  became 
koovkn.  They  were  sent  about  their  bu«>ines!3. 
Let  the  honourable  member  put  his  finger 
on  a  single  man  of  bad  character  in  the  Force 
now.  He  cannot  do  it ;  and  it  is  not  right  to 
m&ko  charges  a<;  random  of  that  nature,  be- 
cause I  say  they  are  reckless  and  cannot  ha 
sabstantiated.  I  do  not  believe  he  is  able  to 
prove  a  solitary  case  where  a  policeman  bears 
<  character  worse  than  that  of  his  ordinary 
fellow- men.  If  he  knows  of  a  bad  character 
in  tiie  Force,  why  does  he  not  communicate 
with  the  gentleman  he  holds  so  high  an 
opinion  of  ?  Why  does  he  not  do  his  best  to 
bav6  that  bad  character  expelled?  It  is  the 
datj  of  every  man  and  woman,  whether  he  be 
a  member  of  Parliament  or  a  labourer  on  the 
toads,  to  communicate  what  he  knows  against 
any  policeman »  and  have  that  man  brought  to 
book.  I  am  dealing  now  with  the  character  of 
the  men,  and  I  say  I  do  not  believe  they  are 
half  go  black  as  they  are  painted  by  the 
honourable  gentleman.  What  was  the  nature 
of  the  Commissioners'  report  ?  The  revelations 
did  not  by  any  means  bear  out  the  charges 
btoQght  by  one  or  two  members  of  this  House 
•gainst  the  Police  Force.  The  great  mass  of 
these  statements  were  proved  to  be  utterly  un- 
warranted. It  was  a  case  of  **  much  cry  and 
little  wool.'*  The  chief  outcome,  I  believe,  of 
that  Commission  was  the  persecution,  to  the 
death  I  may  say,  of  one  of  the  colony's  most 
valued  servants,  a  man  who  had  done  an 
iaunen^o  service  to  this  country,  and  who 
certainly  did  not  deserve  what  was  done  to 
him  through  the  agency  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ba  who  spoke  last.  With  regard  to  this  police 
pension  fund,  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
Itated  that  the  members  of  the  Force  wish  to 
establifth  it  and  have  not  been  able  to  do  so ; 
that  they  have  applied  again  and  again  and 
have  been  refused.  I  want  to  know  who  inter- 
feces  with  a  policeman  if  he  wishes  to  secure 
an  annuity?  He  has  the  Government  Insur- 
aiioe  Department  and  private  oflices  that 
would  gladly  he  willing  to  insure  him  provi- 
•k>n  in  his  old  age.  There  is  no  need  for  the 
police  to  establish  a  pension  fund.  They  can 
fleeoie  it  to-morrow  if  they  go  to  any  of  these 
ofi&oes  and  pay  for  what  they  want.  But  where 
18  the  money  intended  to  come  from  for  this 
police  penaion  fund  ?    Is  not  the  object  to  get 
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it  out  of  public  money  ?  If  the  Police  Force 
are  to  have  a  pension  fund,  why  should  not  the 
railway  servants  have  a  pension  fnnd,  and  the 
Civil  servants  generally  ?  If  there  is  to  be  a  pen- 
sion fund,  let  it  be  for  the  whole  community. 
As  to  the  charges  of  incapacity  levelled  against 
tiiose  old  men  in  the  Force,  I  think  it  reflects 
a  great  deal  of  credit  on  the  Government  that 
they  take  care  of  old  servants.  No  private 
employer  would  bo  likely  to  keep  these  old  men 
employed  when  they  are  past  their  work.  If 
any  fault  is  to  be  found,  it  is  due  to  the  kind- 
ness of  heart  of  the  Administration,  which  re- 
tains these  old  servants  instead  of  throwing 
them  adrift  on  the  world.  Starving  them  off,  I 
believe,  is  what  the  honourable  member  tkdvo- 
cates  for  people  who  grow  old.  If  that  is  the 
best  remedy  he  has,  I  hope  civilisation  will 
never  approve  of  getting  rid  of  their  old  people 
in  that  way.  Dealing  now  with  the  observa- 
tions of  the  honourable  member  for  Kiooartou, 
I  do  not  think  some  of  his  remarks  were  alto- 
gether called  for.  He  talks  about  a  parlia- 
mentary scandal.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is 
any  parliamentary  scandal  in  connection  with 
the  matter.  And  he  says  this  ought  not  to  be 
relegated  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee, 
because  that  Committee  is  dominated  by  the 
Government.  Well,  I  would  like  to  know  whe- 
ther the  honourable  gentleman  would  not  assert 
that  any  Committee  that  could  be  set  up  in 
this  House  would  be  bound  to  be  dominated  by 
the  Government?  We  know  his  views,  but  I 
hope  they  are  not  the  opinions  of  honourable 
members  generally  on  his  side  of  the  House.  I 
think  members  on  -both  sides  of  the  House 
are  able  to  perform  their  duties  in  an  un- 
biassed manner,  and  I  refuse  to  believe 
that  Committees  deserve  the  character  he 
attribute)  to  them.  Notwithstanding  the 
honourable  gentleman's  expression  of  opinion 
about  this  Committee — one  of  the  best  Com- 
mittees in  the  House — being  dominated  by  the 
Government,  what  is  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's proposal  now  ?  Does  he  not  propose 
that  the  Marine  scandal,  instead  of  hieing 
relegated  to  a  Koyal  Commission,  ought  to  be 
tried  by  a  Committee  of  the  House  ?  What 
confidence  would  he  have  in  any  Committee  ? 
Even  if  the  Committee  were  composed  entirely 
of  members  sitting  behind  the  honourable 
gentleman,  wouM  he  not  say  it  was  dominated 
by  the  Government  ?  I  hope  we  shall  have  no 
remarks  in  future  of  this  kind  passed  upon 
Committees  of  this  House.  Members  ought  to 
he  credited  with  a  sufficiently  good  character 
to  be  able  to  deal  with  important  business  in  a 
dispassionate  way  without  having  imputations 
of  prejudice  hurled  at  them  in  a  haphasard 
manner. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Sir,  I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  hv  way  of  personal  explanation.  The 
honourable  member  for  Masterton  made  a 
statement  to  the  effect  that  he  supposed  I 
would  suggest  a  remedy  for  the  retirement  of 
superannuated  policemen  similar  to  the  re- 
medy I  had  suggested  in  connection  with  cer- 
tain old-age  pensioners — namely,  that  they 
should  be  killed  off  by  starvation  or  otherwise. 
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xTow,  I  wish  to  say  the  honourable  member  for 
Master  ton  has  made  this  statement  repeatedly 
during  the  recess.  I  give  it  an  anqualified 
denial.  Those  words  never  oame  from  me  at 
any  time  either  inside  or  outside  of  this  House. 
Q'he  oircumstances  upon  which  the  statement 
is  based  I  should  like  to  put  on  record,  Sir, 
with  your  permission.  The  Premier  and  I  had 
an  altercation,  during  the  passage  of  the  Old- 
age  Pensions  Bill  through  Committee,  on  the 
question  whether  pensions  should  be  payable 
to  persons  who  had  been  convicted  of  drunken- 
ness, and  the  Premier  held  that  they  should  be 
paid  to  certain  parties  on  behalf  of  the  pen- 
sioner— not  to  the  pensioner  direct.  He  urged 
that  no  man  should  be  disqualified  from  re- 
ceiving a  pension,  but  that  the  pension  should 
go  to  a  second  person.  I  said,  in  reply,  that 
there  were  men  who  had  reached  a  point  of 
degradation  when  they  were  a  burden  to  them- 
selves and  their  families,  and  would  be  better 
dead.  But  anything  further  than  this  was 
never  in  my  thoughts  or  came  from  my  lips, 
and  I  wish  to  say  that  the  statement  made  by 
the  member  for  Masterton  is  without  any 
foundation  in  any  way  whatever,  and  is  a  gross 
slander. 

Mr.  HOGG.— May  I  be  allowed  to  say  a  word 
in  explanation  ?  I  was  present  in  this  House 
when  the  words  were  used.  Unfortunately, 
you,  Sir,  were  not  occupying  your  seat,  the 
House  being  in  Committee ;  and  the  members 
of  the  Press  were  so  tirtd  that  they  were  not 
taking  any  note  of  the  proceedings.  ThiH  was 
only  a  night  or  two  before  the  passing  of  the 
Bill.  There  were  not  merely  members  in  the 
House,  but  people  were  in  the  galleries ;  and 
what  did  the  honourable  gentleman  say  ?  He 
may  put  what  construction  he  likes  on  his  sen- 
timents now ;  but  I  challenged  him  on  the 
earliest  opportunity,  within  forty-eight  hours 
after  the  words  were  uttered,  when  the  Han 
tard  reporters  were  in  their  places,  and  why 
did  the  honourable  gentleman  not  contradict 
me  then?  What  he  stated  was  this— and  I 
pledge  my  word  that  everything  I  am  saying  is 
true :  He  said  that  there  were  old  men  and 
women  in  New  Zealand  who  were  a  burden  to 
the  colony  and  themselves,  and  who  would  be 
better  dead  than  alive,  and  evfen  if  they  had  to  bo 
killed  off  by  starvation  it  would  be  all  the  better 
for  the  colony.  This  is  as  nearly  as  possible 
the  laoguage  he  used.  A  night  or  two  after- 
wards, when  the  House  was  debating  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill,  I  resolved  that  I  should  not 
allow  a  statement  which  I  looked  upon  as  crnel 
and  cold- blooded  to  pass  unchallenged,  and  I 
took  steps  to  put  his  words  on  record  in 
Hansard.  I  repeated  the  words.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  was  present.  Did  he  rise  and 
contradict  me?  Nothing  of  the  kind.  He 
went  to  Masterton  the  following  morning  and 
addressed  a  meeting  there  ;  but  he  never  com- 
plained that  he  had  been  misrepresented.  He 
was  silent  on  the  subject  till  challenged  by  his 
own  constituents  two  or  three  months  after- 
wards, and  then  endeavoured  to  give  me  a 
denial  through  the  medium  of  the  Ghristchurch 
Pr$ss. 
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Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  cannot  allow  this  per- 
sonal explanation  to  be  carried  on  to  the  slop- 
page  of  the  debate  on  the  presentation  of  tie 
Police  Report. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. —If  the  records  aretum?d  op, 
it  will  be  found  that  I  challenged  the  member 
for  Masterton's  statements  immediately.  It  is 
recorded  in  Hansard.  I  said  the  honourable 
member  was  making  a  grossly  exaggerated 
statement,  and  I  repeat  that  now. 

Mr,  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  (Dunedin  City). 
— Sir,  I  rose  merely  to  say  that  it  is  quite  im- 
possible for  me,  and,  I  should  imagine,  for  any 
other  person,  to  understand  the  confusion  of 
mind  which  impelled  the  honourable  member 
for  Masterton,  a  few  minutes  ago,  to  make  the 
speech  he  did.  The  honourable  member  tamed 
to  the  honourable^  member  for  Christcborcb 
City,  and  he  declared  that  the  object  of  hii 
speech— or  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  it 
— was  that  that  honourable  gentleman  con- 
sidered the  Police  Force  to  be  a  standing  dis- 
grace to  the  colony.  Now,  how  is  it  possible 
for  any  one  ^^ith  a  grain  of  logic  in  hii 
composition  to  take  such  a  view  of  a  speeob 
— that  of  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City — which  advocated  nothing  mozB 
nor  less  than  that  the  Government,  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Police  Force,  should  authorise  tbt 
inauguration  of  a  supet  an  n  nation  alio  wanes, 
and  the  abolition  of  that  evil  system  of  poHtioil 
patronage  which  has  existed  for  some  years  ia 
the  Force.  Is  the  advocacy  of  these  reformi  ia 
the  interests  of  the  Police  Force  or  not?  Thert 
can  be  no  question  about  it  that  there  are  no 
two  subjects  on  which  tho  members  of  the 
Force  are  more  anxious  than  that  a  stable 
superannuation  fund  should  be  established, 
and  that  the  system  of  political  patroDSfS 
should  absolutely  cease.  These,  moreover,  were 
suggestions  of  the  Royal  Commission  appointed 
last  J  ear.  Who,  then,  best  represents  the  in* 
terests  of  the  PoUce  Force,  I  should  like  to 
know — the  honourable  gentlemaa  who  would 
insist  as  far  as  possible,  as  far  as  a  private  mem- 
ber can,  that  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion should  be  given  effect  to,  or  faonoorable 
gentlemen  like  the  member  for  Masterton,  who 
support  the  Premier  in  the  efforts  he  made  Isii 
year,  and  is  repeating  now,  to  avoid  giviog 
effect  to  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commiseion^ 
Which  is  the  friend  of  the  Force?  There  ess 
be  no  question  it  is  the  member  for  Christ- 
church  City,  and  equally  none  that  the  membir 
for  Masterton,  in  backing  up  the  Premier  is 
evading  and  rendering  nugatory  the  report  of 
the  Royal  Commission,  is  the  worst  enemy  the 
Police  Force  could  have.  Another  object  I  hA^ 
in  rising  was  to  expose  a  misstatement  of  fact 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  >^tertoD, 
and  the  effrontery  of  which  was  such  as  one 
rarely  sees  except  from  the  Right  Hon.  ths 
Premier  himself.  It  was  about  what  he  oallsd 
"the  black  sheep"  in  the  Force.  I  do  not 
know  of  any  black  sheep  myself,  and  I  do  rea£^ 
believe  the  Police  Force  of  New  Zealand  is » 
most  admirable  body  of  men  ;  but  he  asked,  witb 
a  dramatic  flourish,  who  was  responsible  for  tbt 
appointment  of  them  ?    They  were  appointed. 
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he  said,  by  former  Goverumeuta.  Why,  Sir, 
the  evidenoe  given  by  the  Police  Force  was 
|]i«t  previously  to  1891  there  was  no  inter- 
fereDce  by  Governments  at  all.  Honourable 
geatlemen  opposite  deny  that.  Well,  I  have 
Dot  the  report  before  me  now,  but  I  undertake 
ftosay— and  well  do  the  honourable  gentlemen 
on  either  side  of  the  House  know  it  is  true — 
that  (he  evidence  given  by  Inf^pect  >r  Pardy  in 
Danedin,  by  Captain  Hume,  by  the  Chief  Clerk, 
Mr.  Evans,  by  Inspector  Brohara,  and  several 
others— the  all -but- universal  testimony  was 
this:  that  up  to  the  year  1891  the  Com- 
miflsioner  of  Police  was  left  a  free  hand  to 
appoiDt,  to  dismiss,  and  to  transfer  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Force.  That  is  incontestable  ;  it  is 
there  in  the  evidence.  The  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  laughs.  We  all  know  what  his  laughter 
means  when  he  is  confronted  with  faotn.  The 
member  for  Christchurch  City  began  discuss- 
ing the  exaggerations  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  speech  at  Taranaki,  and  in  doing 
K)  he  showed  a  bad  example,  for  if  we  were 
to  continue  on  that  line,  and  to  discuss  the 
gross  exaggerations  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man has  been  making  throughout  the  country, 
this  debate  would  last  a  month — in  fact,  Sir, 
the  discussion  would  be  perennial.  Another 
point  is  worthy  the  attention  of  the  House. 
The  honourable  member  for  Christchuroh  City 
Ur.  Taylor)  wanted  to  know  how  we  were  to 
;eal  with  the  important  question  of  police 
patronage — how  the  Government  were  going 
to  deal  with  it — and  he  asked  for  an 
expression  of  opinion  from  the.  Government 
on  (he  point.  He  apparently  forgot  that  the 
Premier  had  already — last  session — given  a 
▼ery  emphatic  expression  of  opinion  in  the 
matter.  He  declared— I  remember  it  well — 
that  he  was  not  going  to  relinquish  the  patron- 
age of  the  Force.  We  might  have  known  as 
mach.  We  have  seen  how  persistently  he  has 
gathered  the  threads  of  every  kind  of  patronage 
into  his  hands  down  to  the  minutest  offices  in 
the  service,  down  to  the  telegraph  boys,  down 
to  the  sarfaicemen  on  the  railway-lines.  He 
declared,  in  the  plainest  terms,  that  he  would 
not  relinquish  any  patronage  whatever.  And 
jet  the  House  note  that  this  is  the  only  point 
in  connection  with  the  Commissioner's  re- 
port against  which  he  made  an  emphatic 
declaration.  All  the  rest  he  was  more  or  less 
indifierent  about.  But,  as  regards  patronage. 
he  said  at  onoe  that  he  would  not  let  that 
go  out  of  his  hands.  That  is  exactly  what 
was  to  be  expected  ;  and  now  it  only  remains  for 
the  House  to  declare  whether,  in  the  interests 
of  the  Polioe  Force  of  the  colony,  that  pa- 
tronage shall  remain  in  the  hands  of  Ministers, 
as  the  Premier  has  declared  it  must  do,  or 
whether  it  shall  go  back,  as  it  was  previous  to 
the  year  1891,  into  the  hands  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, who  would  be,  however,  responsible  to 
the  Ministers  for  the  exercise  of  it.  In  the 
Commissioner's  hands  the  dealing  with  police 
diomssalfl,  appointments,  and  transfers  ought 
undoubtedly  to  rest — that  is,  if  we  want  the 
Police  Force  to  be  free  from  that  vile  system 
of  political   interference   which    has   gained 


such  baneful  ascendancy  sir.ce  the  month  of 
January,  1891.  That  is  what  the  House  has 
to  do:  it  has  to  decide  between  the  party  in- 
terests of  the  Premier  and  the  discipline 
and  efficiency  of  the  Police  Force.  Then,  the 
honourable  member  for  Mastcrton  referred  to 
tho  question  of  the  police  pension  fund,  which 
is  a  thing  that  the  Polioe  Force,  above  all 
other  thingp,  are  naturally  desirous  of  securing, 
and  which  the  public  ought  to  be  desirous  of 
securing  for  them,  in  the  intejrests  not  only  of 
the  Force,  but  in  the  interests  of  public  order, 
which  largely  depends  upon  a  contented  and 
efficient  Force.  The  honourable  member  for 
Masterton  thinks  there  is  no  necessity  for  an 
insurance  fund,  and,  in  explanation,  ho  turned 
to  the  House  and  asked,  **  Is  there  not  the 
Government  Insurance  Fund?  Why  should 
the  Force  not  take  advantage  of  that?"  It  is 
amazing  to  me  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
did  not  go  still  further,  and  characteristically 
suggest  that  the  Police  Force  should  take 
advantage  of  the  Old-age  Pensions  Fund, — 
which,  indeed,  would  be  more  to  the  point. 
We  all  know  the  polioe,  like  other  citizens,  can 
take  advantage  of  Government  insurance  if  they 
choose,  and  for  the  benefit  of  their  families ; 
but  what  is  wanted  in  their  case,  and  was 
recommended  by  the  Commissioner  of  Police  in 
the  interests  of  the  Force,  is  that  the  men 
should  have  a  stable  superannuation  fund  of 
their  own — something  that  would  encourage 
them  to  do  their  work  by  the  satisfactory 
assurance  it  would  give  that  when  they 
were  past  work  they  would  i^ot  be  cast  upon 
the  streets.  That  is  what  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  City,  aimed  at  in 
asking  the  question  which  led  to  this  debate ; 
what  the  Police  Force  want;  what  the  Com- 
missioner wants  on  behalf  of  the  Force  ;  and 
what  I  believe  the  public  would  like  to  see. 
The  Police  Commission  of  last  session  reported 
in  favour  of  it ;  but  the  enemies  of  the  Force — 
those  who,  like  the  honourable  member  for 
Masterton,  want  to  assist  the  Premier  in  burk- 
ing the  whole  subject — are  against  it,  and  if 
thev  have  their  way  we  shall  not  be  able  to  deal 
with  the  subject  at  all  this  session.  I  am  afraid 
there  will  not  be  an  opportunity  afforded  us  of 
dealing  with  the  question  unless  tho  House 
takes  it  into  its  own  hands  and  determines  that 
the  opportunity  shall  be  given.  And  if  the 
opportunity  is  given,  then  this  House  should 
say  whether  the  Polioe  Force  is  to  remain  as  it 
is  now,  subject  more  or  less  to  a  demoralising 
system  of  political  intrigue,  or  whether  it  is  to 
be  put  on  a  safe,  sound,  and  satisfactory  footing 
in  the  interests  not  only  of  the  Force  itself,  but 
in  the  interests  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  MORRISON  (Caversham).— Sir,  we  have 
just  been  treated  to  one  of  the  usual  speeches 
that  the  senior  member  for  Dunedin  City  gives 
frequently.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks  the 
honourable  gentleman  took  the  opportunity  of 
taunting  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  on  the 
number  of  speeches  he  has  delivered  in  different 
parts  of  the  colony  during  the  recess,  and  on 
the  peculiar  claptrap  he  has  put  before  the 
people.    I  think,  however,  that  the  speech  we 
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have  just  listened  to  is  one  that  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie  lias  ddivered  three  times  in  this 
colony  already— once  in  Danedin  and  once  in 
Gore.  I  ^ill  repeat  one  of  the  nice  little  ex- 
pressions he  UR  d  in  Dunedin  with  regard  to 
the  patronage  which  he  alleged  had  crept  into 
the  administration  of  late.  He  said,  "  Since 
1891  a  stream  of  moral  sewage  has  been  mean- 
dering under  the  foundations  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  han  been  gradually  undermining 
everything."  That  is  the  sort  of  claptrap  the 
honoura^'le  men^ber  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie)  places  before  his  electors 
when  he  addresses  ihem.  No  doubt  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  incubating  for  a  consider- 
able time  before  he  brought  forth  that  particular 
sentence.  Let  us  just  hear  something  about 
this  political  patronage.  Where  is  this  politi- 
cal patronage  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
is  so  very  fond  of  talking  about?  I  am  not 
aware  of  it,  and  I  am  a  strong  supporter  of 
the  Government.  The  honourable  gentleman 
stated  that  before  1891  political  patronage 
was  an  unknown  quantity,  and  that  appoint- 
ments were  made  only  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Police.  Thin,  I  ask,  where  did  all  the  black 
marks  the  honourable  member  for  Gbristchuroh 
City,  the  Premier,  and  various  other  members 
have  been  speaking  about  come  from?  The 
Police  Commissicn  did  not  confer  the  blemishes. 
Assuming  that  political  patronage  has  been 
exercised,  instead  of  the  appointments  having 
been  worse  since  1891  they  are  very  much 
better.  But  I  deny  that  it  is  in  force  to  the 
extent  that  the  honourable  gentleman  wants 
to  make  the  House  and  country  believe.  He 
asked,  W)io  was  the  friend  of  the  police  ? 
Of  course,  ho  would  like  to  pose  as  their  friend. 
He  considered  that  honourable  members  on 
this  side  of  the  House  are  not  friends  of  the 
police  in  supporting  the  Premier  in  the  atti- 
tude ho  has  taken  up  in  regard  to  the  Police 
Commission.  My  advice  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  to  wait  until  about  December, 
and  the  police  will  let  him  know  which  side 
they  support.  They  know  who  their  friends 
are,  and  they  are  aware  that  the  Police  Com- 
mission, as  far  as  the  evidence  obtained  and  as 
far  as  the  charges  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  are 
concerned,  was  not  worth  a  fraction  of  the 
g  gQ  money  spent  upon  it.  The  fact  of  the 
matter  was  that  Mr.  Taylor  formulated 
twelve  charges  before  the  Police  Commission. 
How  many  did  he  prove  ?  One  ;  that  was  all 
the  honourable  gentleman  proved.  He  can 
prove  nothing,  as  a  rule.  The  honourable 
gentleman  gets  up  and  makes  very  exagge- 
rated and  alarming  f>tatements  in  connection 
with  this  portion  and  that  portion  of  the 
public  service,  and,  when  asked  to  prove  his 
wrrds,  what  does  he  do?  He  fails  to  prove 
a  single  case.  The  Police  Commission  cost 
the  colony  £5,000,  all  to  prove  one  charge, 
sheeted  home  to  a  man  who  pleaded  guilty. 
Now,  B'-T,  with  regard  to  this  superannua- 
tion fund,  I  believe  in  it ;  but  I  say  that  mem- 
bers of  the  Police  Force  who  are  going  to 
receive  the  benefit  have  a  right  to  contribute 
Mr,  MorriKm 


to  it.  Every  member  who  joins  the  Police 
Force  at  the  present  moment — and  I  believe 
it  has  been  the  practice  for  years  past— haa  to 
take  out  an  insurance  policy,  I  think,  to  the 
amount  of  £200.  Well,  if  that  regulation  is 
stringently  enforced  it  shows  that  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  head  of  the  department  is  alive  to 
the  desirability  of  the  men  making  some  little 
provision  for  the  time  when  they  will  be  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  Force.  I  am  afraid,  so 
far  as  the  superannuation  fund  brought  into 
this  debate  is  concerned,  that  it  is  not  » 
much  the  welfare  of  the  police  that  is  sought 
as  to  get  another  slap  at  the  Govemment 
in  connection  with  this  Police  Commission. 
There  is  one  single  feature  in  oonnection  with 
political  patronage  that  I  should  like  to  pat 
into  Ha^isard,  I  remember  some  few  weeks 
ago  reading  an  account  of  a  prohibition  con* 
vention  held  in  Palmerston  North.  This  con- 
vention thought  it  desirable  to  pass  a  resolution, 
which  was  as  follows :  "That  this  prohihitiaa 
convention  urges  upon  the  Minister  for  Bail- 
ways,  and  also  the  Commissioner  of  Police, 
that,  in  all  future  promotions  and  appoiok- 
ments,  preference  should  be  given  to  Prohi- 
bitionists.'* Now,  I  suppose  the  honourable 
gentleman  does  not  deny  the  oorrectoeBS  of 
that.  He  talks  about  the  evils  of  poUtioal 
patronage  because  it  enables  a  member  of  Par- 
liament to  recommend  some  particularly  deserv- 
ing man  to  the  Commissioner  of  Police,  but 
the  prohibition  convention  pasaea  »  resolu- 
tion dictating  to  two  important  departments 
of  the  State  that  in  the  ca«e  of  future  pro- 
motions and  appointments  the  person  who  a]^ 
plies  ought  to  be  a  member  of  their  Probiw- 
tion  League.  I  suppose  the  next  thing  is  that 
we  will  get  a  resolution  carried  at  some  prohibi- 
tion convention  to  the  efifect  that  no  person 
ought  to  be  appointed  by  the  Minister  for  Bail- 
ways  and  the  Commissioner  of  Police  to  any 
position  in  the  Railway  Service  or  the  Police 
Force  unless  he  receives  a  certificate  from  tbe 
member  for  Christchurch  certifying  that  tbe 
applicant  is  a  teetotaller.  Coming  ba<^  to  the 
particular  point  between  my  colleague  and  my- 
self, he  challenged  the  correctness  of  the  state- 
ment made  i>y  the  member  for  Masterton,  and 
alleged  that  when  Mr.  Hogg  made  the  state- 
ment in  the  House  he  immediately  denied  the 
correctness  of  it.  For  the  information  of  tbe 
House,  and  to  put  the  matter  properly  strai^t, 
I  will  just  place  what  transpired,  as  it  appesn 
in  Hansard,  before  the  House.  Mr.  Hogg, 
addressing  the  House  on  the  7th  of  October, 
Volume  104,  page  590,  on  the  third  readisx  of 
the  Old-age  PeuRions  Bill,  said,— 

**  Then  we  come  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor).  He  mi 
the  Bill  was  simply  an  abortion,  and  tbe 
moment  we  left  universal  pensions  out  «• 
should  get  into  trouble— that  this  BiUwonld 
simply  allow  a  class  of  the  community  to  wasie 
their  money  in  drink. 

**  Mr.  Taylob.— I  never  used  those  woida; 
you  were  not  here  when  I  spoke. 

"  Mr.  HoGo. — I  understood  the  honouiable 
gentlemem  did.    I  was  present  the  other  efsu- 
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ing,  and  I  will  repeat  wbat  he  did  say  with 
Rgud  to  the  old  people  of  New  Zealand.  He 
declftred  tbat  many  of  them  woald  be  far  better 
dead.  That  was  his  generous  sentiment.  He 
iftid,  even  if  they  were  killed  off  by  starvation 
ifc  would  be  advantageous — that  they  were  a 
burden  to  themselves  and  everybody  else.  That 
M  the  kind  of  language  that  is  applied  to  God's 
ereatotes  beeause  they  happen  to  be  old." 

Not  a  single  word  of  refutation  appears  in 
Hansard.  The  member  for  Mastetton  made 
these  remarks  and  conf>iderably  more,  and  no 
interjection  appears  there.  Yet  the  honourable 
teDtleman  rises  and  tries  to  mislead  the  House 
by  declaring  that  he  challenged  the  correctness 
of  the  remarks  when  the  honourable  member 
made  them  on  the  third  reading  of  the  Old-age 
Pensions  Bill.  Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  is  neces- 
lary  for  me  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  in 
disouasing  the  conduct  of  an  honourable  gentle- 
man who,  in  the  face  of  such  undeniable  evi- 
dence, can  stand  up  with  all  trio  indignation 
that  he  can  assume — and  he  can  put  on  a  good 
bit— and  say  the  honourable  member  for  Mas- 
terton  was  stating  an  untruth  when  he  was 
stating  the  facts.  I  have  now  placed  the  facts 
before  the  country,  and  I  will  leave  the  matter 
there. 

Mr.  J.  ALLiEN  (Bruce). — Sir,  the  honourable 
member  for  Gaversham  quoted  some  saying  of 
the  senior  member  for  Dunedin  Gity,  and  I  did 
not  quite  catch  whether  he  referred  to  moral 
sewage  or  political  sewage.  But,  Sir,  the 
honourable  member  for  Gaversham  does  not 
only  meander  there ;  he  has  been  living  there, 
and  we  got  a  sample  of  it  just  now.  He  could 
not  accept  the  denial  from  the  honourable 
ffentleman,  the  member  for  Gbristchurch  Gity, 
btit  must  get  up  and  nupport  the  member 
who  made  the  charge,  although  it  is  denied. 
Is  that  not  moral  sewage?  I  recommend  the 
bonoorable  genrleman  to  leave  sewage  and  to 
come  out  into  the  healthy  open  air.  Sir,  I  do 
Dot  wonder  that  he  supports  the  Premier  with 
regard  to  political  patronage.  He  lives  upon 
it.  He  is  a  standing  instance  of  what  political 
patronage  can  do  in  the  Railway  Department. 
Sir,  it  is  well  known  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  lives  upon  political  patronage.  Sir, 
there  is  an  institution  in  his  own  district  in 
which,  I  am  infonned,  he  has  more  say  with 
regard  to  appointments  than  even  the  Minister 
himself  ;  and,  Sir,  I  am  told  the  place  is  full 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's  appointees. 
And,  Sir,  that  is  not  the  only  instance  of 
political  patronage ;  we  heA  another  account 
of  it  before.  We  haid  a  return  of  appointments 
made  to  the  Giyil  Service  by  political  patronage 
where  there  had  been  a  clean  breaking  of  the 
law. 

Mr.  MOBRISON.-When? 

Mr.  J.  AliLEN. — A  return  called  for  by  Sir 
Robert  Stoat — I  cannot  remember  the  date — 
between  four  or  five  years  ago— with  regard  to 
Civil  Sezriee  appointments  made  without  ex- 
amination, when  the  appointments  ought  to 
have.been  through  examination.  And  what  is 
the  whole  history  of  the  Police  Force  ?  Was  it 
not  political  patronage  that  brought  the  Gom- 


missioner  here  in  the  first  place,  and  this  abuse 
by  those  in  power  from  the  year  1891  up  to  the 
present  time  ?  Simply  the  wliole  and  sole 
reason  for  the  appointment  of  the  Gommis- 
sioner  was  to  get  rid  of  this  political  patronage. 
And  then.  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  went 
on  to  make  some  remarks  about  bad  marks  in 
the  Police  Force ;  and  he  said  there  were  bad 
marks  in  the  Force  now,  and  tho  reason  tbey 
were  in  existence  was  because  the  Commis- 
sioner had  appointed  them  before  his  power  of 
patronage  was  done  away  with.  Bat  had  the 
Gommissioner  control  over  ibis  department 
since  the  year  1891?  Since  1891  he  has  not 
had  control,  but  he  ought  to  have  had.  But 
when  were  these  appointments  made  ?  He 
assumes  that  they  were  all  made  since  1891.  I 
say  they  were  not.  And  I  say  more  than  that : 
Even  if  they  were  made  before  1891,  and  were 
discovered  to  be  bad  marks  since  that  time, 
who  is  to  blame  for  keeping  them  there  ? 

An   Hon.   Msmbeb. — The  Government  dis- 
charged them. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— When  ?     Under  the  force 
of    public   opinion,   and   the   pressure  of    the 
Police  Report,  brought  in  response  to  a  public 
outcry.     It    is    no    use  honourable    members 
blaming  the  Commission.    The  blame  rests  on 
the  shoulders  of  those  who  have  administered 
affairs  since  1891.    The  honourable  member 
professes  to  be  a  friend  of  the  police.   Goodness  t 
what  a  friend  the  police  have  in  the  honourable 
member!     But  his  conscience  struck  him  in 
the  last  part  of  his  remarks.     He  was  running 
very  hard  against  this   superannuation  fund, 
ami  all  of  a  budden  he  thinks,  ''This  will  not 
do,"  and  he  said,  **  1  believe  in  a  superannua- 
tion fund."    He  bocame  converted  towards  the 
end  of  what  ho  was  saying  about  the  super- 
annuation  fund.    What  hope  can  the  police 
have  from  the  honourable  member  with  respect 
to  a  superannuation  fund?    One  honourable 
member  said  they  should  go  to  the  Government 
Life  Insurance  and  insure  themselves  there. 
He  said  the  Force  should  contribute.    Do  the 
Force  ask  anything  from  the  Government  in 
the  way  of  monetary  assistance  ?    But  the  fact 
is  this :  The  queBlion  of  patronage,  dealing  with 
the  superannuation  fund,  and  some  other  re* 
commendations  of  the  Gommisnion  have  not 
been   considered   by  the  Government  at  all ; 
and  those  are  two  most  important  points.    But 
it  does  not  suit  the  member  for  Caversham  or 
the  Minister  to  deal   with  them.    We  think 
the  House  should  have  some  say  with  regard 
to  these  matters.    What  has  been  happening 
during  the  last  few  years?    The   powers   of 
the  House  have  been  taken  away  altogether. 
Every  power  of   the  constituencies  has  been 
taken  away.    I  understand  that  the  Premier 
now  professes  to  be  a  convert  to  the  Referen- 
dum.    If  any  one  has  done  more  than  another 
to    bring  about  the   Referendum,  and  to  do 
away  with  the  party  system,  it  has  been  the 
Premier    himself.    He   has    taken    away    aU 
power  from  the  people.     He  has  taken  all  the 
power  to  himself.    The  House  has  no  power 
now  to  say  how  departments  like  this  should 
be  reorganized.    Why  ?    Because  the  Premier 
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chooses  to  burke  diBCussion.  What  happened 
in  the  case  of  the  debate  on  the  report  of  the 
Police  Commission  last  year  ?  We  had  no  op- 
portunity of  coming  to  a  conclusion.  It  has 
been  just  the  same  in  respect  to  the  reports 
of  Committees.  There  was  no  opportunity  of 
coming  to  a  conclusion,  for  instiBknce,  in  the 
Wrigg  discussion.  Why  ?  Because  there  was 
a  reflection  on  the  conduct  of  Ministers.  So  it 
is  in  the  case  of  any  discussion  in  this  House  on 
any  question  in  which  the  conduct  of  Ministers 
is  called  in  question.  It  is  time  these  things 
came  to  an  end. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works).  —  The  virtuous  indignation  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  something  amusing. 
He  says  the  Houee  had  no  opportunity  of  com- 
ing to  a  decision  upon  the  report  of  the  Police 
Commission.  Why  has  there  been  no  oppor- 
tunity? Because  ihe  honourable  gentleman 
and  his  friends  talked  on  that  Commission  two 
whole  days.  How  long  were  they  to  talk — 
two  weeks  or  two  monibs  before  coming  to  a 
decision  ?  If  they  were  to  give  us  an  indica- 
tion of  the  time  they  required  for  such  a  de- 
bate, then  we  might  consider  what  time  should 
be  set  apart  for  the  discussion.  No  time  for 
discussion  1  Does  the  honourable  member  for- 
get that  he  and  his  party  kept  the  House  sit- 
ting for  twenty-four  hours  discussing  one  small 
question  in  connection  with  the  Old-age  Pen- 
sions Bill,  and  would  not  take  a  division? 
From  one  honourable  member  we  had  the 
whole  history  and  pedigree  of  *'  Carbine  " 
and  that  was  on  the  Old  age  Pensions  Bill. 
Another  honourable  member  said  **  Carbine  " — 
was  no  horse  at  all ;  that  *'  Multiform  '*  was  the 
horse ;  and  then  we  had  the  history  and  pedi- 
gree of  that  horse.  And  that,  too,  was  on  the 
Old-age  Pensions  Bill.  Then,  another  honour- 
able member  gave  us  a  graphic  description  of 
the  Melbourne  Cup,  including  a  description  of 
the  costumes  of  the  ladies.  The  point  is  that 
members  opposite  did  not  want  to  come  to  a 
conclusion  on  the  question.  If  they  wanted 
an  expression  of  opinion  by  vote,  why  did  they 
waste  time  talking  on  questions  as  long  as  they 
have  done?  Now,  about  the  report  of  the 
Commission,  and  the  statement  that  the  re- 
commendations in  that  report  have  not  been 
given  efiect  to:  Honourable  members  opposite 
know  that  nearly  every  recommendation  of 
the  Commission  has  been  given  effect  to  — 
bar  one,  mentioned  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchuroh  City  (Mr.  Taylor).  I  refer  to 
the  superannuation  proposals.  I  am  with 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  the  opinion  that 
there  should  be — and  I  may  say  that  the 
Government  are  all  of  opinion  that  there 
should  be — a  superannuation  scheme  intro- 
duced in  connection  with  the  Police  Force. 
But  we  want  to  get  not  only  a  feasible  scheme, 
but  the  best  scheme.  As  in  other  matters 
where^  expenditure  is  involved,  it  is  our  duty  as 
guardians  of  the  public  purse  to  see  that  the 
expenditure  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
colony.  But  the  police  will  have  a  superannu- 
ation scheme — I  can  assure  honourable  gentle- 
men of  that.  The  honourable  member  forChrist- 
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church  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  haa  given  Inspector 
Pardy  as  an  authority  on  the  question  of  political 
interference.  As  regards  politioal  inteHerenee, 
what  did  Inspector  Pardy  say  ?  He  referred  to 
a  time  some  years  prior  to  the  date  when  this 
Government  came  into  office.  He  said  that 
since  then  there  had  been  no  interference, 
either  by  the  Government  or  by  his  sapeiior 
officers,  in  the  carrying-out  of  his  duties.  Is 
that  not  so  ? 
An  Hon.  Membeb. — Yes. 
Mr.  HALL-JONES.— Then,  why  did  the 
honourable  member  want  to  me^e  it  appear 
that  Inspector  Pardy  said  there  l:ad  been 
political  interference  by  this  Government? 
The  honourable  member  for  Cbristchurch  City 
(Mr.  Taylor)  said  there  was  no  need  to  increase 
the  numbers  of  the  Police  Force.  What  did 
the  Commissioners  say  ?  The  Commissioners 
submitted  a  table  showing  that  New  Zealand 
had  fewer  police  in  proportion  to  the  popula- 
tion than  any  of  the  Australian  Colonies.  The 
table  is  as  follows  : — 

New  Zealand    ..  ..     1  to  1,435 

South  Australia  ..     1  ,  1,100 

New  South  Wales  . .     1  «       703 

Victoria  . .  . .     1   ,       83S 

Queensland       . .  . .     1   «       578 

Western  Australia  ..     1   ,       335 

And  they  recommended  that  the  strength  of 
the  Force  should  be  increased,  and  in  acoord- 
ance  with  their  recommendation  the  strength 
of  the  Force  has  been  increased.  How  hsi 
it  been  increased  ?  Not  one  case  has  been 
mentioned  to  show  that  there  has  been  po- 
litical interference  in  connection  with  the 
increase  of  the  Force.  The  Commissioner  of 
Police  makes  the  recommendations.  The  men 
are  brought  to  Wellingrton,  and  they  are  selected 
by  him  or  one  of  his  officers.  They  are  trained 
for  three  months,  and  if  a  man  does  not  pos- 
sess the  necessary  qualifications  required  of  s 
policeman  he  is  sent  about  his  business.  If 
he  possesses  those  qualifications  he  is  put  on 
duty.  Where  does  political  interference  ooms 
in  there  ?  The  member  for  Christchuroh  Citj 
(Mr.  Taylor)  referred  to  the  case  of  Constable 
Christie,  of  Balclutha,  who  carried  the  dead  body 
of  a  child  in  a  railway-carriage,  and  he  said  that 
was  not  the  only  charge  brought  against  him ;  bat 
in  respect  to  these  charges  the  Oommissionen 
say,  "  As  regards  the  dead  body  of  the  child,  he 
admitted  he  had  carried  it  against  the  regola- 
tions.*'  But,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  com- 
mend the  man  for  his  wish  to  lay  the  bodj  of 
this  child  alongside  those  of  his  other  ohil<&SB 
in  the  Dunedin  cemetery.  As  regards  the  other 
charges  that  were  made  by  persons  in  Bsl- 
clutha,  the  Commission  say,  *<We  find  these 
charges  not  proved."  Beferenoe  has  been  made 
to  the  remarks  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Cbristchurch  City  in  the  House  Uit 
session.  Now,  I  have  some  rough  notes  of 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  actually  ssid, 
taken  down  at  the  moment  he  made  them. 
These  were  some  of  the  words  used  :  **  A  great 
many  persons  were  reoeivine  charitable  aid 
who  would  be  much  better  dead.  ...  A 
great  many  old  people  were  burdens  to  the  com- 
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munity,  and  some  of  these  old  people  would 
have  been  much  better  if  they  bad  died  so 
ioon  as  they  were  born/'  He  admits  all  this. 
How,  in  connection  with  the  continuation  of  the 
ipeech,  it  proves  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Masterton  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  took  notes  of  other  portions,  so  there 
is  a  great  deal  to  support  the  remarks  that  have 
been  made.  Now,  recognising  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Commis- 
sion have  been  given  effect  to,  and  that  we  are 
in  favour  of  a  superannuation  scheme,  there  is 
ceally  very  little  to  be  said.  And,  speaking 
upon  this  subject,  I  would  say  that  it  is  much 
to  be  regretted  that  policemen  should  be  tra- 
daoed  in  this  House.  Men  who  have  such 
trdoous  duties  as  they  have  to  perform  should 
have  the  assistance  of  every  honest  man  in  the 
colony,  and  we  should  endeavour  to  induce  the 
people  to  look-up  to  the  Force  with  that  re- 
spect and  confidence  to  which  I  tliink  it  is 
entitled.  I  say  it  is  wrong  that  any  one  should 
try,  either  inside  this  House  or  outside  it,  to 
belittle  our  Police  Force.  It  has  been  pointf>d 
oat  that  they  are  few  in  number  as  compared 
with  the  police  in  other  places ;  and  that  they 
are  carrying  out  their  auties  so  efficiently  is 
an  indication  that  they  are  well  fitted  for  the 
position  they  hold  in  this  colony. 

Mr.  SLIQO  (Dunedin  City). — It  appears  to 
me,  from  tfae  remarks  made  by  the  Minister 
for  Pu6lic  Works,  that  he  consciously  or  un- 
eooioiously  endeavoured  to  mislead  the  House. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  that  the  dis- 
ouflsion  lasting  over  two  days  that  was  carried 
on  during  last  session  in  connection  with  the 
report,  of  the  Police  Commission  was  on  the 
sabject  of  the  report  itself.  Now,  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  admit  that  the  dis- 
enssion  was  upon  the  point  as  to  whether  the 
report  should  be  referred  to  the  Public  Ac- 
oonnts  Committee  or  not. 

An  Hon.  Membsb.— Why  did  you  not  take  a 
vote  on  it  7 

Mr.  SLI60. — You  never  meant  that  we 
should  take  a  vote  upon  the  question.  The 
honourable  member  for  Inveroargill  submitted 
an  amendment  to  the  original  motion  by  the 
Minister  of  Justice,  asking  this  House  to  in- 
dorse the  report,  and  by  that  means  to  give 
foree  and  effect  to  the  report ;  but  the  Ministers 
did  not  intend  that  the  House  should  come  to 
a  vote  upon  that  subject,  or  that  it  should  have 
an  ppportunity  of  affirming  that  the  conclu- 
sions of  the  report  should  be  complied  with. 
OSiat  was  the  reason  why  the  debate  was 
carried  on.  The  Minister  for  Public  Works 
spoke  as  if  all  the  discussion  had  been  upon 
ibis  side  of  the  House ;  but  was  that  the  fact  ? 
An  Hon.  Mxicbsb. — Yes,  it  was. 
Mr.  BLIGO. — I  hear  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fisher)  say,  "  So  it 
wu";  but  we  know  perfectly  well  it  was  no- 
thing of  the  kind,  ^ir,  it  will  be  Tecollected 
that  the  leading  feature  of  that  report,  put  in 
the  mildest  possible  manner,  was  that  the  in- 
terferenovby  Ministers  had  been  far  too  oommon 
and  too  frequent  in  connection  with  appoint- 
ments, promotions,  and  transfers  in  the  Police 


Force.  The  Commissioners  upon  that  occa- 
sion, as  the  House  and  country  were  aware, 
wore  appointed  by  the  Government;  and  no 
one  could  have  expected  that  that  point  would 
have  been  put  more  strongly  than  it  was,  for 
the  Minister  was  advised  to  leave  the  question 
of  appointments,  promotions,  and  transfers  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Police,  and  to  attend 
strictly  to  his  own  duties  as  Minister,  receiving 
reports  from  the  Commissioner  of  Police  and 
giving  effect  to  his  recommendations.  Another 
point  that  has  been  specially  opened,  and  which 
I  rose  to  speak  about,  has  been  alluded  to  by 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  in  reference  to 
Constable  Christie.  Why,  he  said  again,  as 
was  foolishly  saivl  before,  that  he  commended 
the  man  for  doina:— what?  For  breaking  the 
lawjDf  the  land.  Who,  Sir,  in  the  whole  com- 
munity— not  in  this  House  only,  but  in  the 
whole  of  New  Zealand — would  have  objected — 
nay,  who  would  not  have  commended  the  man 
for  his  desire  to  lay  his  child's  dust  with  the 
dust  of  other  deceased  members  of  his  family? 
But  what  has  that  to  do  with  the  breaking  of 
the  regulations  ?  Was  it  not  open  to  the 
constable  to  do  what  he  desired  in  the  proper 
way?  That  he  did  not  do  it  in  the  proper  way 
is  all  that  he  has  been  condemned  for.  Hio 
one  with  any  heart  could  condemn  him  for 
anything  else ;  but  I  say  it  is  the  merest 
"  buncombe,"  the  merest  fudge,  the  merest 
hypocrisy,  to  say  that  he  is  to  be  commended  for 
what  he  did  in  the  way  he  did  it.  I  know  some- 
thing about  Constable  Christie,  and,  from  what 
I  have  heard,  I  should  say  that  he  was  a  good 
police-officer ;  but  it  would  be  a  gross  mistake  to 
defend  an  error  which  led  the  man  to  break 
the  law.  There  was  not  the  slightest  necessity 
for  it ;  and  that  the  Minister  should  do  it  is  a 
thing  of  which  the  Minister  should  be  ashamed 
— that  he  should  defend  a  constable  doing  an 
illegal  act.  Then,  as  to  the  matter  of  super- 
annuation, it  must  be  pleasing  to  the  House  to 
hear  from  the  Ministers  that  they  have  a 
scheme  for  superannuation,  and  that  It  will 
probably  be  presented  to  the  House.  I  think 
the  whole  country  would  be  very  gla4  in- 
deed to  learn  that  there  is  a  superannuation 
scheme  which  would  not  cost  the  country  any- 
thing, because  I  think  the  police  should  find 
their  own  superannuation  fund,  though  if  they 
require  some  help  to  start  the  scheme,  and  the 
House  can  give  it,  I  am  sure  members  gene- 
rally will  be  glad  to  give  it. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wellington  City).  — I  had 
sincerely  hoped  that  we  had  heard  the  last  of 
this  Police  Commission,  for  to  my  mind  a  more 
repulsive  subject  was  never  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  House.  Its  effect  was  to  afford  a 
favourable  field  of  exploitation  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christohurch  City  (Mr.  Tay- 
lor), and  it  made  a  rod  for  the  back  of  the 
Gk>vernment,  which  in  a  moment  of  weakness 
asked  the  House  to  appoint  the  Commission. 
Now,  Sir,  what  has  been  the  effect  of  the  Com- 
mission ?  The  report  of  the  Commissioners  is 
the  valuable  portion  of  the  whole  sorrowful 
business  ;  but  the  effect  of  the  evidence  taken 
by  the  Commission,  for  the  time,  was  to  dlsor- 
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g&nize  the  whole  Police  Force  of  the  colony, 
and  to  convey  the  impression  that  the  Force 
was  utterly  coriupt.  Why,  Sir,  we  had  had  a 
new  Gommisiiioner  of  Police  appointed.  Hav- 
ing the  new  GommisBioner  of  Police,  what  did 
we  want  with  the  Police  Gommission  ?  The 
effect  of  setting  up  the  Gommi&sion  was  to 
institute  throughout  the  colony  a  reign  of 
terror  such  as  had  never  heen  known  in  this 
country  before,  and,  in  addition  to  its  other  in- 
jurious effects,  it  cost  the  colony  no  less  a  sum 
than  £5,000.  And,  while  people  abroad  were 
asked  to  read  the  peculiar  class  of  evidence 
taken  by  this  Gommission,  why  should  they 
not  alfrO  have  had  the  opportucily  of  hearing 
the  evidence  of  the  respectable  portion  of  the 
community?     What  was  the  class  of  evidence 

^Q       taken  by  the  Gommission — speaking, 

of  course,  apart  from  the  heads  of  the 

police  ?    This  is  the  class — I  am  quoting  now 

from  my  speech  of  last  session  on  the  Financial 

Statement  :— 

"  I  attended  one  meeting  of  the  Gommis- 
sion here  in  Wellington,  and  a  greater  farce, 
a  greater  parody,  I  never  before  witnessed. 
The  proceedings  were  ridiculous  in  the  ex- 
treme. And  what  was  the  class  of  evidence 
taken  throughout  the  proceedings  of  the  Gom- 
mission— the  evidence  produced  by  this  Mr. 
T.  £.  Taylor  ?  It  was  the  evidence  of  pimps, 
suborners,  cranks,  grievance-mongers,  common 
informers,  defamers,  libellers,  backbiters,  and 
foul-tongued,  foul-mouthed  slanderers.  And, 
I  ask,  are  the  people  of  this  country  to  be 
judged  by  such  evidence  ?  This  evidence  is  to 
be  printed  and  published  with  the  authority  of 
Parliament,  and  is  it  just  to  the  people  of  this 
colony  that  they  should  be  judged  by  the  evi- 
dence of  such  a  gang  ?  " 

Sir,  the  general  surroundings  of  that  Police 
Gommission  were  a  blot  upon  the  legislative 
records  of  this  country.  I  could  understand 
these  discutisions  if  any  benefioial  object  were 
to  be  gained  by  raking  up  this  nauseous  sub- 
ject eternally  in  this  Hcuse.  I  could  under- 
stand it  if  there  were  any  reasonable  object  in 
it.  But  why  is  this  nauseous  subject  raked  up 
in  this  House  year  after  >ear,  in  season  and 
oat  of  season?  If  any  one  can  see  that  any 
good  is  to  be  gained,  I  certainly  cannot.  Then, 
in  addition  to  bringing  the  police  as  a  whole 
into  disrepute,  it  opened  the  door  to  every 
vagabond  in  the  country  to  appear  and  traduce 
many  respectable  citizens.  Even  members  of 
Parliament  did  not  escape,  for  the  Hon.  Wil- 
liam Kelly  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Motueka,  Mr.  B.  McKenzie,  were  libelled  by 
that  blackguard  Gheckette.  Then,  there  were 
some  flagrant  instances  of  that,  particularly  in 
the  case  of  one  constable  in  charge  of  a  coun- 
try district,  of  whom  I  undertake  to  say,  and 
every  one  who  knows  him  in  his  district 
would  undertake  to  say,  thai  he  is  one  of  the 
most  efficient  constables  in  the  colony.  And 
yet  a  notorious  vagabond  appears  before  the 
Gommission  and  brands  that  man  with  certain 
untrue  things  alleged  before  this  famous  Com- 
mission. Mr.  Taylor,  no  doubt,  invited  the 
complaint.  The  doors  were  open  to  all  who 
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oared  to  appear  before  the  Commission  and 
give  evidence.  That  is  true.  But  what  re- 
spectable person  would  care  to  appear  befcm 
a  Commission  associated  with  such  a  gangf 
The  report  of  the  Commission  itself  is  reasonaUa 
and  valuable,  but  the  evidence  is  a  libel  upon 
the  people  of  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  overestimate  the  valae 
of  the  report  of  the  Commissioners ;  but  the 
report  of  the  Commissioners  is  one  thing,  ths 
character  of  the  evidence  produced  by  Mr. 
Taylor  is  quite  another  thing.  But  what  ii 
the  object  of  the  discussion  this  aftemoonf 
As  I  pointed  out  a  day  or  two  ago,  the  whole 
object  of  these  debates  is  to  exhaust  a  month's 
time  at  the  beginning  of  every  session,  and  then 
to  charge  the  Government  and  their  sup- 
porters with  rushing  through  the  estimates 
at  the  end  of  the  session.  Does  it  not 
follow,  if  a  month's  time  is  taken  up  ia 
this  useless  way,  that  we  must  towards  the 
end  of  the  session  sit  until  two,  three, 
four,  five,  six,  seven,  and  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning  to  get  through  the  business  of  the 
country,  whereas  if  the  House  would  discnu 
its  business  in  a  reasonable  way — by  all  means 
give  to  every  subject  reasonable  consideration 
— it  would  get  through  all  its  work  in  a  man- 
ner satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  country. 
Now,  what  is  the  effect  of  the  tactics  adopted 
in  recent  years  by  the  present  Opposition? 
This  is  the  effect  of  their  tactics:  Here  are 
the  volumes  of  Hansard,  containing  the  offioial 
records  of  a  whole  session  of  a  Parliament  con- 
sisting of  ninety-five  members — three  ordinary 
volumes.  That  indicates  that  at  that  date 
(1883)  tbere  was  mere  compression  of'aign- 
ment  and  less  loquacity.  The  men  were  better 
men.  Here  are  the  volumes  of  one  session  of 
a  Parliament  of  seventy-four  members— the 
session  of  1898.  There  are  five  volumes — one 
large  one  equal  to  two,  so  one  may  say  six 
volumes— as  against  three  volumes  for  1883, 
when  there  were  in  the  House  twenty-one 
members  more  than  there  are  now.  This,  I 
say,  is  the  effect  of  the  new  waste-time  ten- 
tics  adopted  by  the  Opposition,  combined  with 
the  results  of  that  idiotic  time -limit.  Now, 
apart  from  my  personal  view  of  the  mattoTr 
what  does  this  indicate  ?  Is  it  not  that  there 
must  be  an  amount  of  loquacity  and  useless 
verbosity  and  garrulity  imported  into  our  de- 
bates which  can  be  of  no  advantage  to  the 
House  or  to  the  country?  'That  is  the  result. 
We  are  all  anxious,  I  am  sure,  to  oonelnde 
this  want-of-confidenoe  debate ;  but  I  suppoee 
there  is  to  be  another  day  wasted,  and  it 
appears  inevitable  that  we  shall  have  five  or 
six  more  volumes  of  Hansard  this  session,  end 
then  the  Opposition  will  complain  that  they 
had  not  reasonable  time  to  discuss  Uie  esti- 
mates. Sir,  let  us  come  to  the  subject  now 
before  the  House.  We  cure,  I  suppose,  all  in 
favour  of  a  superannuation  scheme,  or,  if  ^ 
are  not,  we  should  be.  I  understood  the  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackeniie) 
to  attribute  the  authorship  of  that  scheme  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Ghristohurdi  City 
(Mr.  Taylor).    Mr.  Taylor,  go  far  as  I  kno«» 
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h$d  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it.  The 
superannnation  scheme  is  a  suggestion  of  the 
Pblioe  Commission. 

Mr.  M.  jr.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  said  nothing 
of  the  kind^ 

Mr.  FISHER— Well,  Sir,  if  all  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  denials  are  to  be  accepted  in 
regard  to  statements  he  has  made  in  this  House 
eveiy  speech  of  his  would  be  obliterated  from 
the  pages  of  Hansard,  for  he  has  denied  every 
itatement  lie  has  ever  made  in  this  House.  I 
believe  in  a  superannuation  scheme  for  the 
police,  as  I  believe  in  a  superannuation  scheme 
for  the  teachers  under  the  national  syslem  of 
•dooation.  I  made  an  effort  to  introduce  a 
mperannuation  scheme  for  the  school-teachers 
of  the  colony  when  Minister  of  Education, 
but  I  was  baulked  in  the  attempt.  Sir,  not- 
withstanding all  the  slanders  and  the  obloquy 
heaped  upon  the  Police  Force  of  this  colony,  I 
•ay  the  Force  is  equal  to  any  Police  Force  In  the 
world :  or  I  will  limit  that,  if  you  please,  and  say 
they  are  oertaiuly  superior  to  any  Police  Force 
in  Aostralasia.  Where,  then,  are  the  grounds  for 
the  complaints  made  ?  I  say  there  is  no  justi- 
fioation  whatever  for  them.  Sir,  I  end  as  I 
b^gan :  I  hoped  we  had  heard  the  last  of  this 
nauseous  subject ;  but  I  suppose  we  shall  waste 
the  whole  day  discussing  it,  aocordinf^  to  the 
new  tactics  of  the  Opposition,  so  we  might  just 
IS  well  talk  upon  this  as  upon  any  other  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  LEWIS  (Ohristchurch  City).— Sir,  the 
pnvious  speaker,  as  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
present  Government,  is  no  doubt  sincere  in 
expressing  the  hope  that  we  should  hear  no 
more  about  this  Police  Commission.  But,  Sir, 
this  discussion  has  been  to  me  very  interesting. 
We  have  heard  about  the  Qld-age  Pensions  Bill, 
the  last  speaker  has  thrown  some  light  upon  the 
publication  of  Hansard^  and  my  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Caversham  has  had 
lomething  to  say  with  regard  to  sewage  in  his 
part  of  the  country ;  so  that  the  debate  has  been 
of  wide  scope,  and  therefore  very  interesting, 
io  far  as  it  has  gone.  I  have  not  risen  for  the 
purpose  of  wasting  the  time,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  suggested,  but  to  put  a  question  to 
the  Premier.  Before  doing  so,  however,  I 
ihould  like  to  reply  to  an  observation  of  the 
Mmister  for  Public  Works.  In  speaking,  Sir, 
of  the  report  of  the  Police  Commission,  he 
Inoaght  in  the  question  of  the  old-age  pen- 
iions,  and  he  referred  to  the  occasion  upon 
which  we  spoke  about  Carbine  and  Multiform 
tnd  so  on.  I  quite  admit  we  did  so,  but  the 
reasons  he  gave  for  doing  so  is  contrary  to  the 
facts.  We  had  worked  all  the  week,  night  and 
morning,  and  the  Premier  wanted  us  to  go  on 
working  after  half-past  two  in  the  morning, 
ind  we  said  we  would  not.  It  was  on  a  Satur- 
day, when  we  are  entitled  to  play,  and  when 
we  do  not  work  unless  we  think  fit.  The 
Premier  is  not  going  to  dictate  to  us  whether 
we  shall  work  on  Saturdays  or  not.  On  such 
oocssions  we  refer  to  all  sorts  of  trivial  matters ; 
indeed,  we  have  on  occasions  been  reduced  to 
tlie  necessity  of  making  reference  to  the  Minis- 
tec  for  Public  Works  himself.    Coming  to  the 


question  of  a  superannuation  fund,  it  appears 
to  me  that  every  member  of  the  House  is  aa 
much  in  favour  of  such  a  fund  just  as  any 
member  of  the  Police  Force  can  be,  and,  if  the 
(Government  would  extend  to  the  House  an 
opportunity,  the  House  would  give  facilities 
for  starting  such  a  fund.  The  Commission 
made  a  recommendation  in  respect  to  the  age 
at  which  a  man  should  be  taken  into  the^ 
Force.  Now,  that  is  a  matter  which  has,  of 
course,  an  important  bearing  upon  a  super- 
annuation fund  or  any  fund  of  a  similar  nature. 
The  greater  the  ago  at  which  men  are  taken  on 
the  greater  are  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
establishing  such  a  fund.  The-  Commission 
recommended  that  no  man  should  be  taken 
into  the  Force  after  the  age  of  thirty  years, 
and  that  recommendation,  I  believe,  has  not 
been  given  effect  to.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  Premier  is  under  the  impression  that  it 
has  been  given  effect  to  or  not ;  but,  at  any 
rate,  it  is  a  matter  that  has  such  an  important 
bearing  on  the  question  of  superannuation  that 
I  want  to  know  whether  they  intend  to  give 
effect  to  it  or  not.  I  know,  at  all  events,  of 
one  case  in  which  a  man  of  forty  or  forty-five 
has  been  appointed.  As  to  the  question  as  to 
where  the  money  is  to  come  from,  I  believe 
the  men  themselves  are  prepared  to  find  every 
penny  of  it. 

Mr.  OARNCROSS.— No. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Well,  in  Otago,  among  the 
Scotchmen,  they  might  not  be,  but  I  know 
that  that  is  the  position  of  the  police  in  the 
Canterbury  District.  However,  I  only  rose,  Sir, 
to  ask  the  Premier  the  question  I  have  stated. 

Mr.  8YMES(Egmont).  — Sir,  I  should  not 
have  risen  to  take  part  in  this  useless  debate 
but  that  I  wish  to  indorse  what  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton  paid.  I  was  in  the 
House  when  the  junior  member  for  Chtist- 
church  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  made  the  statement, 
and  I  can  say  it  was  not  something  that  was 
written  on  the  back  of  an  envelope.  These 
were  the  words  that  were  used  by  Mr.  Taylor : 
*'  There  were  old  people  who  were  a  burden  to 
themselves  and  toothers,'*  and,  ho  added,  *'  they 
would  be  better  dead  than  alive,  and  it  would 
be  a  good  thing  if  they  were  killed  off,  even 
by  starvation."  And  to  an  interjection  by  an 
honourable  member  who  said,  *'  What  about 
members  ?'*  he  said,  "  And  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  if  members  were  killed  off  too ;  '*  when  he 

iMr.  Symes)  remarked,  '*  Probably  it  would  be.*' 
t  is  an  actual  fact,  therefore,  that  the  junior 
member  for  Christchurch  City  made  the  above 
statement,  whatever  he  may  say  to  the  con- 
trary. It  was  not  denied  by  him  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill,  when  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Masterton  accused  him  of  making  the 
statement,  and  it  was  only  some  months 
later  in  Christchurch  that  it  was  denied.  In 
connection  with  political  patronage,  which  we 
have  heard  so  much  about  in  this  House 
and  in  the  country  since  last  session,  the 
Opposition  have  been  challenged  time  and 
again  to  prove  one  single  instance  of  it,  but  so 
far  they  have  failed  to  do  anything  of  the  sort. 
It  is  nothing  but  a  bald  assertion  on  their  part 


ai8 


Police  Commission. 


[H0U8B.]        Police  Commission.        [Jult  i 


— an  assertion  of  the  wildest  nature.  We 
know,  however,  of  political  patronage  prior  to 
1691.  We  know  that  whole  families  were  put 
into  the  Civil  Service  without  having  passed  the 
Civil  Service  examination.  In  one  case  we 
know  that  a  defeated  candidate's  family  were 

§rovided  for  without  having  passed  the  Civil 
ervice  examination.  As  regards  the  super- 
annuation allowance,  honourable  members  on 
the  opposite  side  have  stated  time  sbfter  time 
to  day  that  the  police  were  prepared  to  find  the 
whole  of  the  money  for  the  superannuation 
allowance.  This  is  contrary  to  fact.  I  do  not 
believe  it  is  even  recommended  by  the  Commis- 
sion that  such  a  thing  should  be  done.  It  was 
recommended  that  the  Government  should  find 
a  certain  sum  to  supplement  anything  the 
police  themselves  found.  I  do  not  think  any 
Qovernment  would  oppose  a  superannuation 
fond  if  it  was  provided  by  the  men  themselves. 
Why  should  they?  I  do  not  think  it  would 
ever  occur  to  any  of  the  members  of  the 
Government  to  do  such  a  thing.  The  member 
for  Christchurch  City  gave  ua  a  very  interesting 
description  of  the  system  of  sewage  that  obtains 
in  Caversbam  or  Dnnedin. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
made  no  reference  whatever  to  sewage. 

Mr.  SYMES.—  Itwas  the  honourable  senior 
member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Lewis). 
There  are  other  members  for  Christchurch  City 
besides  Mr.  Taylor.  I  referred  to  the  senior 
member  and  not  to  the  junior  member.  Now, 
I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  seen  a  great  deal  of 
the  Police  Force  in  New  Zealand,  and  I  state 
positively  that  our  Police  Force  will  compare 
more  than  favourably  with  any  other  Police 
Force  in  the  world.  In  fact,  I  think  they 
would  compare  more  than  favourably  with  any 
body  of  men,  whether  police  or  not,  in  any  part 
of  the  world ;  and  to  blacken  these  men  con- 
tinually, and  to  be  always  bringing  up  this 
nauseous  Police  Commission  report,  is  nothing 
bat  a  waste  of  time.  The  whole  thing  was 
nothing  but  a  waste  of  money,  as  the  whole 
matter  could  have  been  just  as  well,  if  not 
better,  dealt  with  by  the  new  Commissioner  of 
Police.  I  hope  this  session,  at  any  rate,  will 
give  the  Opjposition  and  the  junior  member  for 
-Christchurch  City  such  a  fill  that  they  will  not 
want  to  give  us  any  more  about  the  Police 
Commission. 

Mr.  CARSON  (Wanganui).— Sir,  I  would 
commend  to  the  Premier  a  proverb  from  a 
very  old  book :  "  A  soft  answer  turneth  away 
wrath."  If  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
given  something  other  than  a  curt  answer  to 
the  member  for  Christchurch  City,  he  would 
have  saved  the  afternoon.  He  was  asked  a 
very  simple  question  :  Whether  he  intended  to 
introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  superan- 
nuation of  the  Police  Force,  ?  and,  instead  of 
giving  a  civil  reply,  he  said  he  would  deal  with 
the  question  if  it  was  put  on  the  Order  Paper. 
It  was  a  snub  to  the  member  for  Christchurch 
City,  and  the  Premier  is  paying  for  it  now. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— Well,  if  the  debate  goes  on 
beyond  half-past  five,  you  will  prevent  the 
Police  report  Dcing  laid  on  the  table  this  year. 

Mr.  Symes 


Mr.  CARSON.— The  honourable  gentlemsn 
did  not  want  it  talked  out  last  session.  He 
took  good  care  that  the  debate,  onoe  adjoomed, 
would  not  oome  on  again.  I  do  not  need  to 
follow  the  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Fisher)  into  the  evidence  that  was  given  before 
the  Police  Commission,  but  I  may  refer  to  the  le- 
port  brought  up  by  the  Commissioners— the 
Government's  own  friends,  selected  by  them- 
selves— men  with  no  bias  against  the  Govern- 
ment. What  do  they  say  in  regard  to  the  Go- 
vernment administration  of  the  police  in  pest 
years? 

An  Hon.  Membsb. — In  past  years? 

Mr.  CARSON. — Yes  ;  for  several  yean  past 
What  is  the  result  of  the  investigations  made 
by  the  Commissioners  into  the  administration? 
What  do  they  recommend  for  the  future? 
Here  is  their  recommendation : 

"It  appears  scarcely  necessary  that  the  at- 
tention of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  should  be 
occupied  with  the  internal  arrangements  of  the 
Police  Force,  and  we  submit  with  all  deference 
that,  in  our  opinion,  the  Cooamissioner  of  Police, 
while  controlled  by  the  Minister  as  to  expendi- 
ture, and  responsible  to  him,  should  have  ab- 
solute authority  as  to  all  appointments,  promo- 
tions, transfers,  dismissals,  and  distribution  of 
the  Force.*' 

That  is,  that  in  future,  because  of  the  ad- 
ministration or  the  maladministration  of  the 
Government  in  the  past,  all  appointments  acd 
transfers  and  dismissals,  and  the  distribution 
of  the  Force,  should  be  taken  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Minister,  who  had  abused  his  position, 
and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  new  Commis- 
sioner of  Police.  That  is  the  result,  then,  of 
Ministerial  administration— that  in  the  future 
it  should  be  taken  out  of  his  hands  in  oidei 
that  it  may  not  be  abused.  It  was  that  that 
the  House  wanted  to  deal  with,  but  the 
Minister  took  care  to  see  that  the  House  had 
no  opportunity  of  dealing  with  it,  or  of  voting 
upon  it.  I  did  not  understand  the  member  for 
Christchurch  City  (Mr  Taylor)  to  say  one  word 
against  the  Police  Force  as  it  is  to-day,  bat 
rather  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Force  as  it 
was  discovered  to  be  when  the  Commission 
made  its  thorough  investigation,  which  oost 
the  colony  so  much  money.  I  consider,  Sir, 
that  that  money  was  well  spent,  and  that  as 
a  result  we  are  to-day  on  the  way  to  having 
a  Police  Force  that  will  be  a  credit  to  this 
colony,  and  that  will  compare  favourably 
with  any  other  Foroe  in  the  colonies,  and 
will  be  different  altogether  from  what  it  has 
been  in  the  past.  But  I  hope,  Sir,  what- 
ever feeling  may  be  engendered  by  the  debate 
that  is  now  taking  place,  the  Ministry  will  not 
lose  sight  of  the  recommendation  with  regard 
to  police  superannuation.  The  police  are 
anxious  for  it  all  over  the  colony,  and  they 
are  quite  prepared  to  contribute  the  whole,  or 
a  great  part  of  the  money  that  it  will  cost 
Now,  with  regard  to  the  complaint  of  the 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fisher)  as  to 
the  length  of  our  debates,  I  would  like  to  con- 
gratulate him  on  the  fact  that  last  session  be 
did  not  contribute  too  much  to  them.    He  hai 
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to  be  absolyed,  to  a  large  extent  at  any  rate, 
irom  filling  up  those  five  volumes  of  Hatuard^ 
which  he  produced  in  his  speech. 

An  Hon.  Mxmber. — He  conscientiously  re- 
frained. 

ICr.  OABSON.— "  Conscientiously  refrained  *' 
from  abusing  his  truHt  by  taking  up  too  much 
time  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FISHER— How  much  time  did  you 
take  up? 

Mr.  CAKSON. — Well,  I  was  very  reasonable. 
I  followed  the  honourable  member's  example 
in  that  one  particular.  I  was,  at  any  rate, 
present  in  my  place ;  but  I  did  not  occupy, 
perhaps,  more  time  than  the  honourable  mem- 
ber in  the  filling  up  of  Hansard.  I  congratu- 
late him  on  his  reluctance  to  occupy  too  much 
of  the  time  of  the  House ;  but  I  am  afraid, 
from  appearances,  that  this  sesBion  be  is  going 
to  take  his  full  share  in  debate.  I  desire  to 
make  reference  to  one  remark  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Caversham— that  at  a  conven- 
tion held  a  short  time  ago  at  Palmerston  a 
lesolution  was  passed  advising  the  Minister 
for  Railways  not  to  employ  any  but  Prohibi- 
tionists. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— And  the  Commissioner  of 
Police. 

Mr.  CARSON.—"  And  the  Commissioner  of 
Polioe.'*  I  may  inform  the  Imnourable  member 
that  at  that  convention  the  word  "  Prohibi- 
tloniat "  was  not  used  at  all  in  the  resolution 
that  was  passed,  nor  was  there  any  reference  to 
it.  The  honourable  gentleman,  I  may  explain, 
might  be  a  Prohibitionist  and  vet  take  his 
liqaor.  I  am  giving  the  honourable  gentleman 
•ome  information.  A  Prohibitionist  need  not 
necessarily  be  a  total  abstainer.  I  was  just 
looking  up  the  resolution  that  was  passed,  and 
it  is  to  this  effect — 

"  That  the  Commissioner  of  Police  and  the 
General  Manager  of  Railways  be  requested  to 
•Qcoarage  total  abstinence  amongst  the  men  of 
their  respective  departments  by  notifying  that, 
other  things  being  equal,  total  abstainers  have 
peferentisJ  claim  for  promotion.'* 

An  Hon.  Membsb. — Political  patronage. 

Mr.  CARSON.— Political  patronage !  I  should 
lay  it  is  a  very  important  thing  to  the  people  who 
tra?el  that  they  should  know  that  the  men  who 
an  mnning  the  trains  are  not,  at  any  rate,  ad- 
dieted  to  liquor.  That  is  a  serious  matter  in 
the  interests  of  the  people  who  travel  in  this 
country.  That,  I  understand,  was  the  reason 
why  the  motion  was  passed.  Sir,  I  hope  now 
the  debate  will  cease,  and  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  give  an  answer  which,  had  he 
given  it  a  couple  of  hours  ago,  would  have  saved 
the  House  from  this  debate. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  (Motueka).— I  am  quite 
rare  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just 
jat  down  is  not  at  all  anxious  to  get  that 
snswer ;  because  this  discussion  was  entered 
open  for  a  special  purpose,  as  far  as  I  can 
Jodge.  It  was  done  to  prevent  the  debate  on 
the  no-confidence  motion  coming  on  before 
half-past  seven,  in  order  that  the  member  for 
Palmerston  might  have  the  attention  of  the 
galleries.    That,  Sir,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  ob- 


ject of  this  disonsBion.  I>o  those  honourable 
gentlemen  who  have  desired  to  consider  this 
question  on  its  merits  believe  for  one  moment 
that  those  members  who  are  responsible  for 
this  discussion  to-day  care  one  particle  about 
this  question  ?  Or  do  those  members  imagine 
for  one  moment  that  this  House  is  going,  in 
the  short  time  at  their  disposal, 'to  occupy  its 
time  in  discussing  the  old,  stale,  worn-out 
question  of  the  report  of  the  Police  Commis- 
sion ?  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  this  House  has 
no  intention  of  doing  anything  of  the  sort.  Those 
honourable  members  who  say  they  are  anxious 
to  discuss  this  report  have  an  opportunity 
now  of  discussing  it,  for  they  have  now  under 
consideration  a  useless,  valueless  no- confidence 
motion,  and  they  can  discuss  the  report  of 
the  Police  Commission  on  that  no-uoufidenoe 
motion  if  they  like.  There  is  nothing  at  all  to 
prevent  them.  Now,  coming  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor),  as 
a  rule  he  has  a  very  defective  memory.  He 
hardly  ever  remembers  anything  at  all  he  says. 
He  got  up  in  his  place  to-day,  and  denied  what 
the  honourable  member  for  Masterton  said  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City  bad 
told  us  here  last  session.  On  that  occasion  the 
honourable  member  followed  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton  in  the  debate,  and  he 
did  not  deny  the  statement  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Master  ton  then.  He 
never  attempted  to  deny  it.  This  is  what  he  said 
about  the  honourable  member  for  Mastorton, — 

"  Sir,  I  do  not  propose  to  devote  much  time 
in  reviewing  the  remarks  of  the  last  speaker. 
I  intend  to  speak  in  Masterton  to-morrow 
night,  and  I  will  take  that  opportunity  to 
review  the  statesmanlike  utterances  of  the  last 
speaker." 

Although  he  followed  the  member  for  Master- 
ton,  he  did  not  attempt  to  deny  i  t  at  all.  I  do  not 
pay  much  attention  to  the  honourable  member 
as  a  rule,  because,  although  he  is  all  over  the 
colony^  he  only  deals  with  one  subject.  He  does 
not  attempt  to  deal  with  any  political  or  public 
question  at  all  on  its  merits,  except  the  one 
particular  subject  that  he  eternally  prates 
about.  Now,  as  to  this  Police  Commission 
report,  we  hear  honourable  members  opposite, 
in  season  and  out  of  season,  on  every  possible 
and  conceivable  occasion,  accusing  the  Govern- 
ment of  bad  administration  and  bad  manage- 
ment. In  my  opinion,  the  worst  piece  of  ad- 
ministration this  Government  has  been  guilty 
of  was  the  setting  up  of  that  Commission.  In 
deference  to  the  wishes  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch,  and  a  few  other 
obstructionists  in  this  House,  they  set  up  that 
Commission,  at  a  cost  to  the  colony  of  over 
£4,000,  and  the  result  of  their  investigations 
and  their  report  is  that  no  benefit  whatever 
was  received  from  the  expenditure  of  that 
£4,000,  which  might  just  m  well  have  been 
thrown  away.  The  last  speaker  told  us  that 
the  member  for  Christchurch  City  did  not  make 
any  charge  against  the  Police  Force  as  it  is  at 
present.  Was  the  honourable  member  in  the 
House  when  the  member  for  Christchurch 
spoke? 
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Mr.  CARSON.-Yes. 

Mr.  R.  Mckenzie.— You  were!  Well,  I 
am  very  much  surprised  at  the  honourable 
member  telling  us  be  did  not  make  any  charge 
against  the  Police  Force  as  it  is  at  present,  be- 
oaase  the  most  serious  charge  I  ever  heard  the 
member  for  Christchurch  City  make  against 
the  police  of  this  colotiy  was  in  this  House  a 
couple  of  hours  or  so  ago.  But  the  accusa- 
tions of  the  honourable  member  carry  no 
weight,  for  as  a  rule  he  cannot  prove  a  single 
one  of  tbem.  What  was  the  result  of  tbe 
charges  laid  by  the  honourable  gentleman  be- 
fore the  Police  Commission?  There  were,  I 
believe,  twelve  definite  charges  laid  against  the 
Frrce  before  that  Commis'^ion,  and  how  many 
of  tbem  did  he  prove?  Not  a  single  one  of 
them  except  in  the  case  of  Constable  Christie, 
who  took  the  remains  of  his  child  into  Dunedin 
in  a  railway- carriage  for  burial.  The  charges 
are  on  record,  and  can  the  honourable  gentle 
man  point  to  a  single  cbarcc  that  he  proved 
except  in  the  case  of  Constable  Christie  ?  And 
tbe  constable  admitted  that.  That  was  not  the 
only  charge  he  mace  against  Constable  Christie. 
I  venture  to  say  he  laid  another  and  more 
serious  charge  against  Constable  Christie. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Half-a-dozen. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— Well,  there  was  one 
much  more  serious  than  the  one  he  proved — 
that  Christie  connived  with  a  person  at  Bal- 
clutha  to  defraud  the  railway  revenue  of  the 
colony-     He  accused  the  constable  of  conspir- 
ing with  this  man — I  do  not  know  his  name, 
and  I  do  not  know  who  he  is— to  defraud  the 
railway  revenue  of  the  colony.     That  charge 
wap  not  proved  ;  and  it  is  very  doubtful,  in  my 
ojinion,  if  Chri.stie  ever  had  anything  at  all  to 
do  with  this  man  in  the  matter  of  the  charge. 
Mention  has  been  made  in  this  debate  of  poli- 
tical influence,  and  Inspector  Pardy's  name  has 
been  mentioned  in  this   connection.     This  is 
what  Inspector  Pardy  said  in  his  evideijce  be- 
fore tho  Commission :  "  Political  influence  has 
been  going  on  for  the  last  twenty  years;  it  grew 
as  It  went  along.     It  has  been  the  Fame  under 
every  Govprnment  for  the  last  twenty  years." 
And    the    members   of  the  Opposition  tell  us 
that  they  are  pure  and  perfect,  and  never  used 
any  political   influence.     I   am  one  of  those 
members  of  the  House  who,-  I  care  not  who 
objects  or  complains, — when  I  find  a  constable 
has  a  legitimate  grievance  against  the  Qovern- 
ment  cf  this  colony,  regard  it  as  my  duty  to 
endeavour  to  get  that  grievance  remedied  ;  and 
if  1  cannot  get  it  rectified  by  the  Oovemment 
of  the  day  I  consider  It  my  duty,  in  justice  to 
that  constable,  to  bring  it  before  this  House. 
And  can  the  honourable  member  mention  any 
honourable  member  of  this   House  who  has 
gone   beyond  that?     It  was  not  political  in- 
fluence with  the   police   in  the  time  of  the 
honourable  gentlemen  opposite— it  was  purely 
political  corruption  from  beginning  to  end.    In 
all  the  charges  made,  and  all  the  evidence 
taken,  and  the  investigations  made,  thev  can- 
not find  a  single  case  of  political   influence 
proved  against  a  member  of  this  House  and 
which  the  Government  had  taken  the  slightest 


notice  of.  I  look  upon  this  debate  as  a  piece 
of  nonsense,  as  wasting  the  time  of  the  House 
and  wasting  the  time  of  the  country.    At  the 

.  Q^  same  time,  now  that  it  has  gone  on, it 
is  the  duty  of  honourable  niembets  feo> 
express  their  views  in  connection  with  it,  and 
to  show  the  country  what  they  think  of  the 
Police  Commission  and  the  attitude  and  con- 
nection of  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  with  it. 

Mr.  CARNCR083  (Taieri).— I  do  not  think 
the  debate  that  is  taking  place  this  afternoon 
has  been  entirely  a  waste  of  time.    Of  oouzse^ 
that  part  of  it  in  which  members  have  indulged 
in  idle  recriminations  on  the  subject  of  what 
did  or  did  not  take  place  last  year  is  waste  of 
time.    But  there  is  one  point  as  to  which  the 
debate  has  been  instructive,  and  that  is,  that 
it  has  elicited  a  decided  opinion  on  the  part  of 
honourable  members  showing  that  the  House 
is  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  »  super- 
annuation   scheme    in    connection    with   the 
Police  Force  of  this  colony.    That  is  a  matter 
in  which   I   have  tiJcen   a  very  considerable 
interest,  even  before  entering  tbe  House,  for  ta 
my  capacity  as  a  journalist  I  have  very  warmlf 
advocated    the    establishment    of    some  saeo 
fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  Police  Force,     idid 
now  I  am  gratified  to  find  that  we  have  bad 
this  afternoon  su^h  an  expression  of  opinioo 
showing  that  members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  are  in  favour  of  efforts  being  made  to 
bring  about  such  a  state  of  affairs.     With  regard 
to  the  recriminations  that  have  been  indulged 
in,  I  would  say,  *'  For  goodness'  sake,  Sir,  let 
us  drop  that  unfortunate  Christie  affair  and  not 
continually  bring  it  into  our  debates."     Surely 
it  must  be  terribly  harrowing  to  the  feelings  of 
the  parties  who  were  concerned  in  it  to  have 
the  distressing    circumstances    so    frequently 
introduced  into  our  discussions.     When  mem- 
bers find  out  the  true  facts  of  the  case  I  believe 
ihey  will  recognise  there  was  nothing  serioof 
in  it,  and  will^be  inclined  to  drop  it  altogether. 
One  of  the  members  for  Dunedin  City  said  it 
was  a  breach  of  the  railway  regulations  for  the 
constable  to  convey  the  dead  body  of  his  child 
in  the  manner  he  did  for  interment  in  Don- 
edin;  but  surely  he  would  be  a  hard-souled, 
small-minded,  and  unsympathetio  person  who 
would  seek  to  bring  the  constable  to  book  for 
breaking  the  regulations  under  such  painful 
circumstances.    I  ask  members  to  show  a  little 
good  taste  and  let  the  matter  drop.     Sir,  vith 
regard  to  the  superannuation  fund,  it  is  indeed 
highly  necessary  that  something  of  that  kind 
should   be   established.     We  have  known  in- 
stances of  men  who  have  been  for  very  many 
years    in   the    Police   Force,   and   who  have 
passed  beyond  that  period  in  which  they  ean 
render  the  most  efficient  service ;  and,  as  bai 
already  been  pointed  out  to-day,  it  is  pore 
sympathy  with  them  on  the  part  of  the  Oo- 
vemment that  prevents  them  disoharglng  these 
men,  although  they  are  no  longer  fit  for  their 
duties.     I  know  of  one  instance  myself.    On 
one  occasion  last  session,  when  I  was  taUdng 
vrith  the  Minister,  he  pointed  ont  a  certain 
man  to  me.     He  said  that  he  was  a  very  oM 
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member  of  the  Force — in  fact  too  old  for  active 
terrioe,  but  that  he  did  not  like  to  disobarge 
him  from  the  Force,  as  he  had  no  means  to 
fftli  beck  apon.  That  unfortunate  man,  by  an 
Aocident  in  falling  off  a  railway-train,  was 
killed  and  mangled  a  few  days  afterwards.  It 
is  a  pity  that  wo  should  retain  men  in  the 
Felice  Force  until  they  have  attained  to  such 
SB  age  as  to  be  no  longer  capable  of  efficient 
•errice;  but  the  Government,  under  the  pre- 
sent eircomstances,  is  placed  in  a  dilemma.  I 
IBppose  the  very  finest  Police  Force  in  the  world 
is  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  and  that  is  prin- 
eipally  owing  to  the  fact  that  there  exists  in  con 
oection  with  it  a  superannuation  fund.  After 
a  man  has  Ferved  in  the  Force  for  a  certain 
number  of  years,  and  has  earned  a  good  cha- 
noter  and  reputation,  it  is  to  his  interest  by 
every  means  in  his  power  to  maintain  that 
ebaraoter  and  reputation  unsullied,  and  to  do 
his  very  best  in  the  interests  of  his  employers ; 
and  we  shall  not  have  in  this  colony  a  truly 
efficient  and  contented  Police  Force  until  we 
similarly  establish  a  soperannnation  fand,  to 
which  the  men  can  look  forward  for  assistance 
when  they  become  permanently  disabled,  or 
have  reached  the  period  when  their  efficiency 
most  become  impaired.  I  did  not  rise  with 
any  intention  oL  prolonging  this  debate,  and 
ihall  content  myself  with  these  few  remsbrks. 
As  I  said  before,  I  feel  that  the  time  has  not 
been  wasted  by  members  giving  an  indication 
•of  the  fact  that  they  are  in  favour  of  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  superannuation  scheme  in  con- 
neetion  with  the  Police  Force. 

Mr.  KEIiLY  (InvercargiU).— I  thoroughly 
•rmpathise  with  the  remarks  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  has  jast  spoken  on  the 
raperannnation  scheme,  and  I  hope  to  see  it 
•earried  oat  at  an  early  date.  With  regard  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Motaeka,  it  is 
nally  wonderful  how  he  can  conceal  the  truth 
in  making  quoiations,  I  will  just  show  how 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  deceived  the 
HoQse  unwittingly  with  regard  to  this  quota- 
iiott,  which  he  has  made  from  Inspector 
Paidy's  evidence  before  the  Police  Commission. 
He  read  as  follows :— 

"Political  influence  has  been  going  on  for 
the  last  twenty  years.  It  grew  as  it  went 
Abng.  It  has  been  the  same  under  every  Com- 
mis»ioner — the  same  under  every  Government — 
for  the  last  twenty  years." 

But  the  honourable  gentleman  stopped  there 
and  left  out  a  very  important  part  of  the  evi- 
dence:— 

"  Certainly  under  Captain  Bussell  there  was 
ve^  little  of  it.  It  has  been  worse  since  he 
retired ;  there  is  no  question  about  that.  I  have 
not  felt  so  much  of  it  the  last  six  months, 
ttnoe  the  attack  on  the  department.  An  order 
has  been  given,  and  it  has  been  obeyed." 

An  Hon.  Meubbb.— He  read  that. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Pardon  me ;  he  did  not. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbxb.— Yes,  he  did. 

Mr.  KBLLY.->He  did  not  quote  the  latter 
part  of  the  sentence,  which  would  have  told 
against  him.    Regarding  the  honourable  mem- 


ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fisher),  I  am 
sorry  to  see  that  he  is  not  in  his  place.  I  am 
not  going  to  criticize  his  btatcments  at  any 
length ;  but  it  is  somewhat  amusing  to  the 
House,  no  doubt,  and  eHpecially  to  those  who 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  sitting  alongside  him 
for  so  many  years,  to  hear  that  honourable 
gentleman  talking  about  the  waste  of  time. 
Honourable  members  will  recollect  that  lie 
sat  here  during  the  pHrliament  of  1890  to 
1893,  and  at  that  time  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  violently  opposed  to  the  Govern- 
ment. He  scarcely  ever  missed  an  after- 
noon that  he  did  not  put  some  very  ugly 
question  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  afterwards 
moved  the  adjournment  of  the  House  for  the 
purpose  of  *'  slating  "  the  Ministry,  which  he 
did  with  some  effect  at  that  time.  Now, 
however,  he  turns  round  and  accuses  the 
members  of  the  Opposition  with  wasting  the 
time  of  the  House.  This,  I  say,  is  somewhat 
amusing.  Honourable  members  will  recollect 
the  exact  position  which  this  matter  of  the- 
Police  Commisi>ion  occupied  last  session.  The 
Minister  of  Justice,  in  laying  the  report  of  the 
Commission  on  the  table  of  the  House,  moved 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee for  report.  There  was  never  a  more 
bogus  motion— if  that  term  is  parliamentary — 
moved  on  the  floor  of  this  House.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  knew  perfectly  well  that  if  he 
really  wanted  the  information  that  he  pretended 
to  be  desirous  to  get  by  sending  the  matter  to 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee  he  could  have 
obtained  it  from  his  officers,  and  that,  too,  in 
a  very  few  hours  if  he  wanted  it.  But  the 
motion  was  moved  with  no  other  intention,  I 
believe,  than  that  of  shelving  the  question  for 
the  session.  And  honourable  members,  by  a 
majority,  shelved  the  amendment  moved  by 
me  seeking  simply  to  pledge  the  House  and  the 
Government  to  carry  out  the  recommendations 
as  contained  in  the  Cominisssion's  report.  Ra- 
garding  the  statements  made  by  the  member 
for  Egmont  and  the  member  for  Masterton, 
there  was  a  remarkable  unanimity  between 
them ;  and  then  we  have  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
who  took  notes  last  session  which  were  different 
from  those  taken  by  the  other  members  men- 
tioned. The  honourable  m^^mber  for  Christ- 
church  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  has  denied  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Masterton,  Mr.  Hogg;  and  surely  it  is  but  right 
for  honourable  members,  according  to  our  rules 
of  procedure,  to  accept  that  denial.  But,  after 
the  dental  has  been  made,  we  find  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  persists  in  repeating 
that  statement  again  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 
The  member  for  Caversham  also  attempted  to 
make  honourable  members  believe  that  if  there 
were  any  undesirable  constables  in  the  Force  up 
to  the  time  of  the  sitting  of  the  Police  Commis* 
sion  they  had  been  appointed  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Police.  NOiV,  what  is  the  evidence  of 
Captain  Crleman  on  this  point  >  That  gentle- 
man's evidence  estatlished  conclusively  that 
for  the  five  years  previous  to  the  sitting  of  the 
Conmiission  the  moral  character  of  the  men 
had  deteriorated  to  a  very  great  extent.    That 


222 


Po lice  Commiss  ion. 


[HOUSE.]        Police  Commitsion.        (July  4 


is  the  evidence  given  by  this  gentleman,  and 
it  was  never  rebutted  in  any  shape  or  form. 
Therefore  the  honourable  gentleman's  state- 
ment in  that  respect  falls  to  the  ground. 
That  men  of  bad  moral  character  may  have 
been  appointed  prior  to  that  period  is  pro- 
bably true.  Mistakes  will  be  made  oooasion- 
ally  under  the  very  best  system.  But  the  fact 
remains  that  the  character  of  the  men  deteri- 
orated from  the  time  Miuisters  took  oontrol  of 
tbe  Police  Force:  that  is,  since  the  time  when 
political  influence  became  rampant.  I  look 
at  it  that  the  time  of  the  House  has  not  been 
wasted,  aod  I  do  not  think  for  one  moment  that 
this  question  has  been  brought  up  for  the  pur- 
pose stated  by  honourable  gentlemen.  I  do 
hope  that  a  Bill  will  be  brought  in  dealing 
with  the  question  of  superannuation,  and  we 
should  give  credit  to  whom  credit  is  due.  Many 
years  ago,  Mr.  William  Hutchison,  the  member 
for  Dunedin,  brought  up  this  question  session 
after  session,  and  attempted  to  get  the  Qovem- 
ment  to  take  some  steps  in  the  matter ;  but 
owing,  I  think,  to  the  expense  attached  to 
his  proposals  they  were  declined.  I  think  if 
the  superannuation  scheme,  as  recommended 
by  the  Commissioner,  is  carried  into  effect,  it 
will  certainly  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  Force 
all  round,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  supported  by  every  single  member 
in  the  House  in  trying  to  solve  a  question 
wlich  in  the  past  has  been  somewhat  neg- 
lected. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.—I  rise  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  I  wish  to  say,  with  regard 
to  Mr.  Party's  evidence,  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Inveroargill  was  trying  to  mislead 
tbo  House  and  the  country.  The  portion  of 
Pardy'p  evidence  he  quoted  was  withdrawn  by 
Pardy  on  the  following  day,  and  he  corrected 
hifl  evidence.  I  was  quoting  from  an  authentic 
authority,  and  he  from  a  source— "The  Shadow 
of  Tammauy." — that  is  not  to  be  relied  on  by 
any  member  of  the  House  except  its  author, 
who  is  suffering  from  incurable  bias. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  (Wallace).- It  is  not  my 
intention  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  House 
more  than  a  few  minute.<«.  I  am  pleased  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Christohurch  City 
has  broached  this  matter,  as  it  gives  members 
on  both  sides  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  opinions  with  regard  to  this  retiring- 
allowance  or  superannuation  scheme.  Like 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Taieri,  I  advo- 
cated this  scheme  for  a  number  of  years 
even  before  I  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in 
this  House.  I  shall  continue  to  do  so,  and 
I  hope  the  Government  will  see  their  way 
clear  to  give  effect  to  such  a  scheme.  There 
is  a  difference  between  the  work  of  a  police- 
man and  that  of  any  other  Civil  or  State 
servant,  and  his  period  of  efficiency  most  be 
shorter  than  that  of  any  other  Civil  servant. 
For  instance,  a  policeman  at  sixty  will  not  be 
so  fit  for  duty  as  other  public  servants  at  a 
like  age.  The  duties  of  his  office  call  for  robust 
health,  and  he  must  retire  at  an  earler  period 
than  almost  any  other  Civil  servant  or  State 
official.  I  should  like  to  see  the  superannua- 
Mr.  Kelly 


tion  scheme  adopted,  and  following  the  lin« 
adopted  by  previous  speakers,  that  the  police- 
men themselves  should  be  contributors  towards 
this  fund.  With  regard  to  the  remarks  madt 
eonoernicg  the  cost  of  the  Police  Commission, 
that  Commission  cost  the  colony  a  sum  be- 
tween £4,000  and  £5,000— a  sum  altogether  ont 
of  proportion  to  the  advantages  we  derived  from 
the  report  of  the  Commission ;  but  it  gave  Mr. 
Tunbndge— a  new  arrival  in  this  oolony,  tlu 
gentleman  placed  at  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment— an  opportunity  of  travelling  through  tlu 
country,  of  making  himself  acquainted  with  the 
system,  of  hearing  what  the  grievances  of  the 
men  were  and  their  suggestions,  and  this  tended 
to  go  a  long  way  in  enabling  him  to  formulate 
a  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  the  Poliee 
Force  in  this  country.  It  also  removed  the 
erroneous  opinions  that  prevailed  througbont 
New  Zealand  with  regard  to  the  alleged  mal- 
administration in  the  Police  Force.  Sir,  the 
honourable  member  for  Christohurch  Cftf 
(Mr.  Taylor)  has  been  blamed  for  putting 
the  oolony  to  this  expenditure  merely  at  the 
instigation  of  those  who  maintained  that  there 
was  gross  maladministration  in  the  depazi- 
ment.  I  consider  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mission hea  disabused  the  mind  of  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  with  regard  to  that  point. 
We  see  the  cost  has  been  something  over 
£4,000,  or  £8  per  man  for  every  man  in  the 
Police  Force.  The  benefits  have  not  bees 
commensurate  with  that  expenditure.  Wbfle 
exception  has  been  taken  to  the  trip  of  the 
Premier  to  the  Old  Country  and  to  other  neces- 
sary expenditure,  and  while  we  hear  a  wail 
from  the  Opposition  and  from  those  who  belong 
to  no  political  party— those  who  t«ke  a  middle 
course  in  this  House — about  poor  people  being 
in  destitute  circumstances  in  various  entree 
of  New  Zealand,  it  is  to  be  deplored  that  saeh 
an  enormous  expenditure  should  be  incurred  in 
this  Police  and  other  Commissions.  We  bend 
the  member  for  Tuapeka  declare  the  other 
evening  that  he  would  advocate  retrenchment. 
We  should  not  require  any  policy  of  retrench- 
ment if  we  did  not  waste  money  on  Commie- 
sions  on  almost  everything  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  Government  in  New 
Zealand.  With  regard  to  political  influence, 
who  are  the  greatest  dinners' in  this  respect T 
Are  not  the  police  ever  seeking  political  infln- 
ence  and  patronage  ?  It  has  been  part  of  the 
education  and  'study  of  a  policeman  from  hie 
own  point  of  view  to  learn  how  to  pull  politioal 
wires.  I  have  known  of  instances,  and  I  wfll 
quote  one.  A  member  of  the  Police  Force  who 
appeared  as  a  witness  before  the  Commiseion 
and  deplored  the  fact  that  political  infiuenoe 
was  rife  throughout  the  oolony,  and  denounced 
political  influence  and  patronage,  is  one  of  the 
greatest  wire-pullers  and  offenders  himself.  I 
will  just  read  his  letter.  It  is  not  marked 
**  Private  and  confidential,"  and  I  shall  take 
care  that  no  one  will  with  impunity  seek  to 
invoke  political  influence  privately  while  pob- 
licly  denouncing  political  patronage.  This  it 
the  letter  of  the  oonscieniious  and  consistent 
policeman : — 
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"  Riverton,  26th  Ootober,  1897. 

"Deab  3ib,— You  will  remember  that  some 
time  ago  I  mside  a  request  to  you  to  try  and  use 
Toor  inflnence  to  get  one  of  my  boys  into  the 
Ktulway  Department  as  an  engine-cleaner.  I 
venture  again  to  request  your  assistance.  My 
son,  William  Henry,  renewed  his  application 
again  to-day.  Do  try  and  do  something  for 
htm.  I  have  also  another  son,  George,  who  is 
now  attending  the  Southland  High  School. 
He  has  made  application  for  admission  into 
the  telegraph -office  here,  but  has  been  passed 
over,  and  another  appointed  who  made  no 
application  at  all.  I  leave  that  to  yourself — is 
that  fair  ?  I  refer  yon  to  Mr.  Pinkerton,  Mr. 
Millar,  and  also  Sir  Bobert  Stout.  I  think 
those  gentlemen  will  tell  you  that  I  am  not 
unworthy  of  your  influence.  Even  after  a 
lapse  of  fourteen  years  *  honest  *  Tom  Duncan 
would  speak  a  word  in  my  favour.  Kindly  see 
Ur.  Ward.  I  have  spoken  to  him,  and  he  pro- 
mised me  he  would  do  what  he  could  for  me. 
I  pledge  you  my  word  that  I  find  it  useless  to 
get  my  sous  into  private  employment;  there- 
fore I  hope  you  will  do  what  you  can  for  me, 
for  I  would  like  to  see  them  in  employment  as 
won  as  possible. — I  am,  &c., 

"  W.  Walker,  Constable. 

"M.  Gilfedder,  Esq.,  M.H.R." 

Now,  Sir,  this  gentleman  has  been  a  witness 
before  the  Boytd  Commission  appointed  to 
inqnire  into  the  Police  administration.  His  evi- 
dence is  contained  in  that  report.  So  we  see 
that  it  has  been  looked  upon  as  part  of  the 
itody  of  this  policeman  to  have  a  good  pull  of 
the  political  wires.  It  has  been  mentioned  by 
the  member  for  Egmont  that  the  Conser- 
vative party  pitchforked  their  friends  into 
power.  The  best  positions  in  the  colony  at  that 
time  were  given  not  to  the  hewers  of  wood  and 
drawers  of  water,  not  to  the  poorer  classes  of 
the  community,  but  to  people  of  influence  and 
in  good  circumstances. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— So  they  are  now. 

Mr.  QILFEDDEB.— What  do  members  on 
the  Opposition  benches  say  to  that — that  the 
positions  are  given  to  the  moneyed  classes? 
Is  that  "  spoils  to  the  victors  "  ?  With  regard, 
then,  to  the  Civil  Service  Aot  which  was  passed 
by  the  Conservatives, — which  provided  that  a 
Btifi  literary  examination  had  to  be  passed  by 
those  who  wished  to  join  the  Civil  Service, — 
what  was  the  result  of  that?  In  order  to  pass 
they  required  to  have  higher  education — an 
education  obtained  in  the  high  sohools,  to 
which  tho  poorer  parents  are  unable  to  send 
their  children.  Tbese  children  were  in  oon- 
■equence  debarred  from  entering  the  Civil 
Service.  Has  this  been  fair?  I  say  it  has 
not.  I  am  pleased  that  this  debate  has  given 
OS  the  opportunity  of  placing  on  record  our 
ftdvoeaoy  of  establishing  a  superannuation 
fond. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  (Auckland  City).— Sir,  I 
was  pleased  to  hear  the  remarks  of  the  last 
■peaker.  He  has  told  the  honourable  member 
for  Motueka  and  tho  honourable  member  for 
SgmoDt  that  what  they  8ai4  did  not  contain 
very  much  truth.    They  said   it  was  utterly 


impossible  for  any  one  case  to  be  proved. 
Why,  I  could  prove  a  large  number  of  them 
myself,  where  policemen  have  been  removed 
to  suit  political  friend$,  and  where  policemen 
have  been  promoted  to  suit  political  friends. 
There  is  no  doubt  about  it.  When  I  look  round 
the  House  I  say  to  myself,  I  cannot  see  a  single 
member  that  does  not  know  that  to  be  true. 
We  have  had  it  told  us  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Millar)  that 
he  had  eight  hundred  applications  in  his 
pocket.  For  what?  Political  influence.  Sir» 
I  do  not  rise  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House, 
but  I  rise  to  say  I  enter  a  protest  against 
the  speeches  that  have  been  made,  exhibit- 
ing such  exemplary  piety  as  exists  to-day.  I 
do  not  pretend  that  we  are  a  bit  better  to-day 
than  we  were  ten  years  ago.  We  are  better 
in  this  sense,  that  we  have  now  got  a  Com- 
missioner able,  trustworthy,  and  faithful  to  hia 
duty,  if  only  politicians  will  let  him  alone — 
that  is  the  trouble.  The  Government  should 
surrender  the  power  they  and  other  Govern- 
ments have  wielded  so  long — that  they  never 
should  have  had ;  and  I  believe  it  is  utterly 
impossible  for  any  Government  to  do  its  duty 
in  its  capacity  as  it  ought  to  unless  that  is 
done.  That  is  my  view  of  the  matter.  I  am 
pleased  the  Government  are  going  to  take  the 
matter  in  hand.  I  believe  our  police  are  better 
to-day  than  they  were  twelve  months  ago,  and 
I  believe  they  will  be  better  twelve  months 
hence  than  tney  are  to-day.  I  think,  Sir, 
we  have  now  got  on  the  right  tack.  But 
I  would  strongly  advise  honourable  members 
to  stiok  to  something  like  the  truth  when  they 
get  up  to  speak.  As  for  raying  they  do  not 
know  of  any  case  of  influence  being  brought 
to  bear:  why,  one  cannot  move  about  at  all 
without  somebody  wanting  you  to  exercise 
your  influence  in  order  to  do  them  some 
favour.  And  why?  Simply  because  you  are 
supposed  to  occupy  a  position  which  gives  you 
influence,  and  they  expect  you  to  be  able  by 
using  it  in  their  favour  to  get  them  something 
they  could  not  get  without  influence.  What 
is  that?  It  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
political  influence.  If  the  Government  would 
resign  all  power  so  far  as  promotion  and  even 
nominaiion  to  the  Police  Force  is  concerned, 
and  allow  the  whole  matter  to  remain  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioner,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Commission,  the  Police  Foroe 
would  be  a  credit  to  the  Ministry  and  the  colony. 

An  Hon.  Member.— So  they  are  now. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.—  I  believe  they  are  now. 
I  believe,  as  I  said,  that  they  are  very  mueh 
better  now  than  they  were  twelve  months  ago, 
and  I  believe  they  will  be  better  in  twelve 
months  than  they  are  to-day;  but  they  will 
never  be  what  they  ought  to  be  so  long  as 
they  are  subject  to  being  ordered  about  by 
politicians.  I  am  very  strongly  imbued  with 
that  impression,  and  again  I  say  I  am  ex- 
tremely pleased  the  Government  are  going  to 
take  the  matter  in  hand.  It  simply  wants  the 
Government  to  put  their  mind  to  the  subject, 
with  a  determination  that  they  are  going  to 
give  effect  to    it,  and  it  will  be  done   in   a- 
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very  short  time.  If  that  is  done,  I  think  the 
Police  Force,  from  the  man  at  the  bottom  to 
the  man  at  the  top,  will  be  very  glad  at  being 
freed  from  the  political  influence  they  have 
been  subjected  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— T  am  not  at  all 
displeased  at  the  debate  that  ha<«  taken  place 
this  afternoon,  and  I  have  received  a  lesson — 
namely,  not  to  lay  papers  on  the  table  during  a 
no-oonfidence  motion.  Complaints  have  been 
made  that  we  are  keeping  back  information 
which  members  are  entitled  to  have.  Well,  I 
did  not  wiih  to  do  an  injustice  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Police,  and  if  I  had  kept  the  report 
back  it  might  have  been  inferred  that  it  was 
not  ready.  It  has  been  ready  for  some  days, 
And  I  took  the  opportunity,  therefore,  of  placing 
it  on  the  table.  How  was  I  met?  Because 
the  honourable  member  for  Ghristcharch  City 
knew  the  report  was  coming  down,  he  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  ask  me  a  question 
without  notice,  as  though  I  had  known  what 
was  coming. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — That  was  not  the  one. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  presume  it  was.  Very 
well,  then.  It  seems  to  me,  no  matter  what 
we  do  we  are  bound  to  have  a  debate.  I  be- 
lieve that  was  the  ca«e.  The  report  before  us 
is  the  most  able  Police  Report  we  have  ever 
had  submitted  to  Parliament,  and  I  wished  it 
to  be  laid  upon  the  table  and  go  before  the 
country.  I  wanted  members  to  master  its 
details,  and  then  they  would  be  in  a  position  to 
discuss  any  proposals  we  are  going  to  submit  to 
Parliament.  Without  having  this  on  the  table, 
and  giving  this  opportunity  for  members  to  dis- 
cuss the  question,  I  should  be  open  to  the  charge 
of  placing  Opposition  members  at  a  disadvan- 
tage. We  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  ques- 
tion of  political  influence,  but  I  say  we  have 
had  polit  cal  iufluence,  and  not  from  members 
on  this  side  of  the  House.  I  say  there  has 
been  a  system  of  espionage  and  of  terrorism, 
and  it  was  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  ever 
railing  sigainst  political  influence.  I  allude  to 
the  member  for  Ghristchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor). 
I  will  now  prove  to  honourable  members 
from  the  records  nf  the  colony  —  from  repre- 
sentations made  by  the  police  themselves — the 
influence  he  has  endeavoured  to  bring  to  bear 
upon  them,  and  of  the  threats  he  has  made  to 
them.     Here  it  is : — 

'*  I  beg  to  report  that  on  the  Ist  February, 
1899,  I  saw  Mr.  T.  E.  Taylor,  M.H.R.,  in  Bal- 
dutba.  He,  in  conversation,  expressed  dis- 
pleafiure  at  any  liquor  being  sold  in  Balnlutha, 
and  suggested  that  respectable  persons  who 
frequent  sly-grog  shops  ought  to  1^  summoned 
*on  spec'  of  their  telling  the  truth.  I  informed 
him  thftt  even  Mr.  Adams,  solicitor,  Dunedin, 
And  a  Prohibitionist,  admitted  that  the  police 
could  not  so  act.  Mr.  Taylor  then  said  he 
would  see  Mr.  Tunbridge  and  have  the  three 
constables  shifted— I  understood  Clinton,  Tapa- 
nui,  and  Balolutha.  I  said  I  hoped  he  would, 
as  I  was  very  anxious  to  get  away  from  Bal- 
clutha.     1  reported  this  at  the  time." 

I  may  RRy  the  member  for  Christchurch  City 
did  not  carry  out  his  threat.    He  knew  if  he 
Mr,  Crotother 
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went  to  the  Commissioner  what  reply  he  wonld 
get. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Did  he  make  the  threats? 
I  generally  carry  my  threats  out. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  take  it  for  granted;  sod 
this  will  be  borne  out  in  many  other  cases.  At 
all  events  the  threat  was  not  carried  out.  I 
can  give  you  other  oases.  Commis- 
sioner Tunbridge  says,  "  Mr.  Taybr 
did  not  see  him  in  respect  to  this  matter; 
and  if  he  had,  it  would  have  had  no  inflaenoe." 
Now  we  come  to  another  case,  the  report  of 
Constable  Remer,  which  says : — 

"  In  January  last  Mr.  T.  Taylor,  M.H.B., 
entered  into  conversation  ^ith  me  and  wanted 
to  oblaiii  what  I  considered  departmeotal 
information  with  reference  to  sly-grog  selling, 
and  the  steps  taken  for  its  detection.  His 
manner  was  most  dictatorial,  and  he  made  a 
lot  of  absurd  statements,  one  of  which  being: 
*  If  I  had  the  uniform  on  for  one  week  I 
could  get  convictions  against  the  whole  lot 
of  the  Clutha  boarding-house  keepers.'  He 
afterwards  said,  *  We  must  get  you  Clatba 
men  shifted ;  you  become  too  friendly  with 
these  boarding-house  keepers.'  I  told  him  I 
was  far  from  being  friendly  with  them,  and 
I  did  not  fear  the  result  of  any  complamt 
he  could  make,  as  I  should  not  be  oon- 
demned  unheard.  I  also  added  that,  if  the 
department  did  think  fit  to  transfer  the 
Clutha  men  more  frequently  than  elsewhere, 
personally  I  should  he  glad,  provided  I  was 
sent  north  of  Dunedin." 

I  hope  the  constables  are  not  to  be  maAed 
men  because  of  their  reports.  I  hope  there 
will  not  be  any  influence  brought  to  bear.  Here 
is  another  report : — 

"  I  respectfully  beg  to  state  that,  at  10.15 
a.m.  on  the  above  date,  Mr.  Taylor,  who  was  in 
the  company  of  the  Rev.  Dean,  called  me  in 
Byron  Street  as  I  was  on  my  way  to  the  police- 
station.  I  turned  bnck  and  met  Mr.  'Taylor, 
who  had  left  the  Rev.  Dean.  He  came  up  to  me 
and  asked  me  how  I  was.  He  asked  me  if  I 
wanted  him  to  go  on  with  the  Lindergceen 
case.  I  told  him  he  could  do  what  he  liked ; 
if  he  did  it  would  cost  me  a  few  pounds  to  de- 
fend the  case.  He  told  me  all  that  brought 
him  to  Napier  was  to  get  at  the  Inspector,  and  : 
that  he  was  no  good  for  us  or  any  one  else,  aed 
if  he  could  get  me  to  give  evidenoe  against  the 
Inspector  for  drunkenness  at  Wairoa  he  woold 
not  go  on  with  the  Lindergreen  case,  or  any  of 
the  other  paltry  oases  here,  and  that  he  did  not 
want  to  waste  his  time  in  Napier.  He  saM 
that  I  could  give  evidence  about  the  Inspector 
being  drunk  in  Wairoa,  and  that  he  intended 
to  call  all  the  constables  in  Napier  to  give  eti- 
dence,  and  if  they  stuck  to  him  they  would  ba 
aU  right." 

This  is  the  report  on  a  man  reoommendad 
for  the  position  of  a  constable  by  a  member 
for  Christchurch  City.  I  am  creditably  in- 
formed that,  as  a  result  of  inquiry,  the  officer 
in  reporting  said, — 

"  I  never  knew  a  family  brought  up  under 
worse  influences.  Jhe  scenes  that  I  have  known 
take  place  in  their  house,  and  the  langoage 
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mada  use  of  daily,  is  most  diftbolioal.  The 
applioADt  had  assisted  bis  father  to  beat  his 
mother." 

This  is  a  reoommendation  by  » member  for 
iihristoharch  01  ty  for  a  man  to  become  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Polioe  Force  of  the  colony — and  yet 
the  same  gentleman  is  amongst  those  who,  in 
the  House  and  on  the  platform,  say  there  should 
be  uo  saoh  thing  as  political  influence ! 

An  Hon.  Mbxbbb.— By  which  member  for 
Ohristchoroh  City? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  believe  he  is  on  the  Oppo- 
iitbn  tide  of  the  House.  I  hope  members  will 
eee  this :  that,  notwithstanding  what  they  may 
isy  in  the  Hoase  here,  and  what  they  may  say 
oa  the  platform,  >  on  will  find  on  our  records 
nootnmeDdaiions  coming  froiA  nearly  every 
member  in  the  House  to  put  men  into  the 
Police  Force.  They  say,  '*  Ministers  should  have 
no  patronage ;  Ministers  should  have  no  respon- 
sibility." Well,  then,  I  say  Ministers  have  got 
to  take  the  responsibility ;  you  cannot  divest 
lllnisters  of  the  responsibility  so  long  as  we 
have  representative  government. 

An  Hon.  Msmbbb. — Set  up  non-political 
Boards. 

Ifr.  SBDDON. — I  am  afraid  if  you  have  non- 
folitical  Boards  they  would  not  be  non-political 
very  long  before  you  would  have  some  influence 
at  work.  For  my  part,  I  say  there  is  nothing 
wrong — if  there  is  a  deserving  young  man  in  a 
distriee,  and  there  are  public  positions  to  fill — 
in  a  member  of  Parliament  making  a  reoom- 
meodation.  It  is  not  a  crime  at  all,  but  I  wish 
to  pat  this  before  members :  that  when  they 
sake  recommendations  they  should  be  careful 
first  of  all  that  thehr  influence  is  not  used  to 
farther  the  interests  of  undeserving  men.  That 
18  what  I  would  like,  and  if  members  would  be 
esrefol  in  doing  this  these  difficulties  could  not 
eeonr.  But  when,  as  I  say,  these  recommen- 
dations are  made,  inquiries  are  instituted, 
ud  what  1  have  just  now  read  is  the  result  of 
aa  inquiry  made  into  the  ca^e  of  a  man  who 
was  recommended  to  the  Polioe  Force  by  a 
member  of  this  House,  and  one  who  occasion- 
ally stands  up  and  attacks  the  Government 
opqu  the  way  they  are  amenable  to  political 
inflaence.  Kow,  we  come  to  this  other  question 
in  respect  to  the  Police  Commission.  I,  for  one, 
say  I  considered  at  the  time  it  was  agitated  for 
and,  to  some  extent,  forced  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, that  the  necessity  for  it  had  been  re- 
moved by  reason  of  the  fact  that  we  had 
engaged  to  come  here  one  of  the  most  com- 
petent men  it  was  possible  to  obtain  in  the 
Mother-country;  and  I  claim  for  it  now  that 
the  Government,  after  having  taken  the  initia- 
tive, would  have  done  exactly  what  has  taken 
place.  The  improvements  that  our  new  adviser 
veeommended  would  have  been  made  without 
'file  assistance  of  the  Oommission,  and  I  say, 
without  at  all  deprecating  the  work  of  the 
Oommissioners,  almost  everything  that  has 
been  reommended  by  the  Commissioners  was 
faeommended  by  Mr.  Commissioner  Tunbridge. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Then,  why  did  you 
Appoint  the  Commission  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— <Fhe  fact  is  that  without  the 


Commission  you  would  never  have  known  that 
your  Police  Force  was  as  good  as  it  was.  After 
what  had  been  said  on  the  floor  of  the  House, 
and  on  the  platform,  and  written,  there  were 
so  many  people  who  believed  that  our  Polioe 
Force  was  corrupt  from  top  to  bottom  that  the 
investigation  by  the  Commissioners  removed 
altogether  that  stigma,  and  demonstrated  to 
the  ou^ide  world  that  we  had  a  Force  equal, 
if  not  superior,  to  anything  in  Australasia.  I 
say  the  Commission's  report  demonstrated  thai, 
and  it  has  given  encouragement  to  men  who 
have  devoted  their  lives  to  the  colony,  and  are 
working  well  to  prove,  for  their  own  sakes,  thai 
their  services  were  given  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony.  The  fact  of  setting  up  a  Commission 
gave  courage  to  these  men,  and  demonBtr<vted 
to  them  that  there  were  only  a  few  black  sheep 
in  the  five  or  six  hundred  policemen  here — and 
we  can  find  a  few  unworthy  individuals  in 
any  large  number  of  men,  I  do  not  care  where 
they  are  or  to  what  Force  they  may  belong. 
Now,  we  come  to  the  statements  made  in  the 
Commissioners'  report,  and  I  come  first  to  the 
statements  which  1  made  at  Opunake  and 
elsewhere.  I  iCm  not  going  to  say.  Sir,  that 
I  have  been  misre ported;  it  would  be  wrong, 
probably,  if  I  were  to  say  that.  But  I  do 
say  this,  that  every  memoer's  speech  would 
take  eight  or  ten  columns  in  a  newspaper, 
and  naturally  those  speeches  have  to  be  con- 
densed ;  but  if  in  the  condensation  remarks  that 
have  been  made  are  left  out,  it  follows  that  the 
speaker  must  suffer  from  that  cause.  Now, 
I  am  going  to  quote  from  the  notes  which  I 
used  at  Opunake,  and  the  honourable  member 
is  at  liberty  to  see  them  and  read  them  to  his 
advantage.  I  said,  as  to  the  charges  made  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  against  the  officers 
of  the  Police  Force,  they  were  thirteen  in  num- 
ber: that  in  respect  to  No.  1,  it  was  treated 
as  general ;  that  in  respect  to  No.  2,  it  was 
only  partially  proved.  In  respect  to  the  moral 
Gondicion  of  the  Police  Force,  the  honourable 
gentleman,  whatever  his  reasons  may  have 
been — they  may  have  been  valid  or  otherwise 
— but  the  truth  is  that  the  member  for  the 
City  of  Christchurch  (Mr.  Taylor)  elected  not 
to  proceed  with  the  charges  in  respect  to  im- 
morality. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  did  not  lodge  a  charge. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  say,  at  all  events,  the 
honourable  member  declined  to  go  on  with 
the  charge  of  immorality  which  he  made  on 
the  floor  of  the  H6us6 ;  and  it  is  monstrous 
for  him  to-day  to  reiterate  the  charges  he 
made  in  this  respect  here,  and  which  he 
declined  to  go  on  with  before  the  Police 
Commission,  especially  when  an  opportunity 
was  given  to  him  to  prove  them  if  he  was 
able.  I  say  that  to  reiterate  those  charges 
to-day,  when  he  had  an  opportunity  and  did  not 
proceed  with  it,  demonstrates  to  me  this  fact : 
that  he  will  not  do  justice  to  our  Polioe  Force, 
and  that  he  lakes  pleasure  and  revels  in  de- 
stroying their  characters.  I  consider  that  the 
moral  tone  and  conduct  of  the  polioe  will  com- 
pare more  than  favourably  with  the  Polioe 
Force  of  any  other  country,  and  to  state  novr. 
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that  they  are  in  that  condition  as  regardB  their 
morals  is,  I  say,  a  slur  upun  a  very  large  body 
of  deserving  men,  who  are  entitled,  as  they 
cannot  speak  for  themselves,  to  protection  at 
our  hanas.  We  come  then  to  No.  8  charge, 
made  by  Mr.  Taylor,  which  was  disproved  ;  No. 
4,  disproved;  No.  5,  disproved;  No.  6,  dis- 
proved ;  No.  7,  one  charge  out  of  a  number 
admitted ;  then  five  or  biz  charges  disproved. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Not  prov€n. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Not  proven,  then.  Then 
No.  8,  disproved ;  No.  9,  disproved,  and  the 
Commissioners  described  the  charge  as  vexa- 
tious in  the  extreme ;  No.  10,  special  finding 
in  respect  to  it,  charges  not  proven;  No.  11, 
disproved ;  No.  12,  partially  proved.  To  sum 
up,  of  all  the  charges  made  by  ihe  honourable 
mc^mber,  seven  were  disproved,   two  partially 

S roved,  two  were  general,  and  one  proved, 
[uw,  I  think,  Sir,  if  all  that  was  to  oe  dis- 
oli^sed  by  the  OommiKsion  was  simply  the 
results  on  the  charges  made  by  the  honourable 
member,  many  members  in  this  House  and 
taxpayers  in  this  country  might  well  complain, 
and  say  the  country  bad  been  put  to  vexatious 
expense  and  serious  loss.  Now,  Sir,  I  come  to 
this  question  of  superannuation.  Whenever  a 
matter  is  about  to  be  consummated  about 
which  there  has  been  a  controversy,  yon  gene- 
rally find  claimants  of  the  honour  of  having 
suggested  it.  I  should  be  a  bit  surprised,  I 
ccnfess,  to  find,  if  a  superannuation  scheme 
was  evolved  and  carried  out,  the  honourable 
member  for  Christohurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor) 
claiming  the  fatherhood  of  it.  Whilst  be  has 
a  power  of  destruction  to  an  unlimited  extent, 
I  have  never  heard  anything  yet  in  the  way  of 
construction  from  him. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— You  wait. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Of  course  the  time  may 
come.  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  he  lives  long 
enough,  and  ren^ains  in  this  House,  it  will  be 
an  education  to  him,  and  he  will  be  able 
to  assimilate  the  minds  of  those  who  have 
something  to  give,  and  take  advantage  of 
the  education  given  him.  He  is  not  too  old  to 
learn.  Compare  the  member  for  Christohurch 
City  -to-day  with  the  member  for  Christ- 
ohurch City  who  first  came  to  this  House, 
and  I  think  a  great  many  members  will  admit 
that  the  angles  have  been  rubbed  off,  and  that 
there  are,  though  late  in  the  day,  some  signs 
of  improvement.  Now,  we  come  to  this  valu- 
able report  from  Commissioner  Tunbridge,  with 
a  scheme  and  draft  Bill  included,  which  has 
been  submitted  and  prepared  by  himself.  Bat 
I  must  not  do  an  injustice  to  onr  previous 
Commissioner.  A  scheme  was  reduced  to 
writing  and  submitted  and  urged  upon  the 
Government  long,  long  ago,  not  on  tiie  lines 
altogether  of  what  is  now  submitted;  but 
a  scheme  was  submitted  to  us,  and  Colonel 
Hume  urged  upon  the  Government  time  after 
time  that  we  should  do  something  in  the  way 
of  having  a  superannuation  scheme  for  the 
Police  Force.  But  what  has  kept  it  back  has 
been  this  fact:  That  Parliament  has  time 
after  time  said,  "  We  are  not  in  favour  of 
pensions  foifthe  Civil  Service."  In  1871  the 
Mr,  Seddon 


Civil  Service  pensions  were  abolished  to  soms 
extent.      In    1884    the    abolition    was  mads 
complete,  and  those  ei. titled  by  previous  enact- 
metits  were 'subjected   to  regulations.    Now^ 
that  has  been  the  feeling,  and  there  has  alio 
been  this  feeling:    If   you    have   a  superan- 
nuation scheme  for  one  section  of  the  Civil 
Service  the  service  as  a  whole  will  claim  to  be 
put  on  an  equal  footing,  and,  in  dealing  vith 
this  question,  this  fact  should  not  be  forgotten. 
I  have  heard  it  said  that  al'  the  police  want  is 
power,  and  they  will  find  the  money  for  them- 
selves.   I  say  that,  with   the  pay  the  polios 
receive,  this  is  a  moral  impossibility ;  and  if 
you  take  into  consideration  the  relative  agos 
of  members  of  the  Police  Force  as  they  stiod 
to-day,  you  wil/  see  the  difficulty  of  the  tisk. 
Now,  if  we  were  just  commencing  to  raise  a 
Police  Force,  and  were  starting  witk  all  yoong 
men,  the  providing  for  a  tucerannuation  fund 
would   bo   simple    in   the    extreme ;    but  we 
have    a    very  large  number  of  both  middle^ 
aged  men  and  old  men  already  iu  the  ForoOr 
and  some  must  immediately  come  upon  the 
superannuation    fund  —  almost    immediately 
you  pass  the  scheme  a  large  number  of  men 
must  come  upon  this  fund.    I  say  the  principle 
has  been  admitted  for  years,  and  the  deaiia- 
bility   of  such  a  fund  has  been   admitted  for 
years,  but  the  question  has  been  as  to  providing 
the  necessary    moneys;  and,    if    you   provide 
moneys  for  the  police,  how  can  you  very  well 
debar  other  sections  of  the  pul>lio  servioe  from 
receiving  the  same  benefits  ?    As  you  know,  at 
the  present  time  we  deduoi  5  per  cent,  from  the 
siilaries  of  Civil  servants,  and  this  is  kept  for 
them,  and,  with  interest  added,  the  amount  is 
given  to  them  when  they  retire  from  the  service, 
or  to  their  legal  representatives  at  death.    We 
have  also  insisted  upon  insurance  by  onr  ooB' 
stables,  lo  that  those  surviving — the  widow  or 
orphan—  shall  have  something  when  death  takes 
place.    But  I  myself  hold  this  view :  that  oor 
Police  Force  are  in  a  different  position  fioD 
other  members  of  the  public  service  :  they  bafs 
duties  to   perform  of  a  dangerous  ohaiaeter. 
They  have  to  be  about  at  all  times  and  in  all 
weathers,  and  the  result  is  that  t^ev  are  liable 
to  ill-health  and  injury ;  and  on  that  ground 
you  could  claim  that  they  should  be  differently 
treated  to  the  rest  of  the  officers  of  the  public 
service.    Coming,  then,  to  the  older  men  of  the 
Force,  this  is  what  our  Commissioner  says  :— 

"  It  is  futile  to  attempt  to  bring  the  Foros 
into  a  state  of  efficiency  without  some  systeni 
under  which  worn-out  men  can  be  retired  with 
an  allowance  for  life,  unless  they  are  to  be  oast 
adrift  with  one  year's  pay  immediately  they 
become  too  old  for  active  police  duty.  I  oaimoi 
bring  myself  to  the  necessary  state  of  caUoof* 
ness  to  permit  me  to  recommend  Uiat  men  who 
have  faithfully  served  the  oolony  for,  perhaps, 
thirty  years  or  over  should  be  so  dealt  wilk, 
nor  do  I  believe  it  is  the  wish  of  tiie  general 
public  that  they  should  be  so  treated,  simply 
because  they  have  passed  the  age  of  efficienof 
Consequently,  many  men  are  now  retained  in 
the  service  who  are  both  mentally  and  phys- 
cally  unfit." 
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I  think  every  member  of  the  House  will  give 
ciddifc  to  our  Gomiuissioner  for  that  expression 
of  (eeliog,  and  it  ia  really  the  expression  of  the 
miad  and  feelings  of  members  of  this  House. 
As  was  stated  by  the  Minister  of  Marine,  we 
inieDd,  after  receiving  this  scheme  submitted 
by  CJommissioner  Tun  bridge,    lo  give   it    our 
carefal   consideration.     I   may    say    at    once 
that  I  disagree  with  it  in  one  essential  feature, 
and  that  is  the  crux  of  the  whole   thing — 
uamely,  finance.    He  proposes  that  all  mone>s 
paid  to   polioemer)    for    acting  as    Oierks  of 
Goort,  et  cetera,  should  go  into    this  super- 
annuation fund.    That  means  that  those  who 
do  extra  service  will  ask  to  be  relieved  of  those 
doties.     If  they  are  to  perform  extra  labour 
and  receive  no  extra  remuneration  it  is  against 
haaian  nature  that  they  should  do  it  cheer- 
fully, without  extra  pay.     I  wish  members  to 
go  oarefully  through  this  report  and  be  in  a 
position  later  on  to  deal  with  it.    I  am  not  at 
all  loiry  at  the  debate  which  has  taken  place. 
We  should  probably  have  been  going  on  with 
•omekhiog  else  which  might  not  have  been  so 
profitable,  and  as  the  debate  taken  all  through 
has  been  in  favour  of  the  (Government,  in  favour 
of  their  police  management,  and  in  favour  of 
the  Police  Foroe,  I  say  I  am  more  pleased  than 
otherwise  with  the  debate.    I  hope  the  motion, 
that  the  report  do  lie  on  the   table  and  be 
printed,  will  be  agreed  to. 

Hr.  TAYLOR. — I  desire  to  make  a  personal 
6Z|dikDation.  The  Premier  quoted  two  doou- 
msnte.  He  gave  the  names  of  the  writers  of 
Bome,  and  some  he  refrained  from  giving. 
With  regard  to  the  first  two,  signed  by  Con- 
stables Griffiths  and  Remer,  I  certainly  have 
had  discossione  with  them  with  regard  to  the 
diflohatgo  of  their  duties.  I  maintain  my 
light  to  dieonas  such  matters  with  any  polioe- 
offioer.  With  regard  to  the  Lindergreen  case ; 
that  waa  diBoussed  and  disposed  of  before 
the  Royal  Commission  at  Kapier  last  year,  to 
the  disoomfitore  of  the  policeman  named.  I 
need  say  no  more  about  it.  With  regard  to 
tlie  fourth  case,  the  Premier  wishes  the  House 
to  believe  that  I  recommended  a  man  to  the 
Police  Foroe  who  was  concerned  in  beating  his 
mother.  I  deny  it  point  blank,  and  the  cun- 
ning snggestion  of  the  Premier  is  discreditable 
to  him. 

Mr.  8EDDON.— I  said  it  came  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House ;  and  the  honourable 
member  has  not  claimed  to  have  gone  that  far 
yet.  But  I  will  also  say  this,  as  the  honour- 
able member  has  asked  me  a  question :  A  con- 
itiUe  in  this  City  of  Wellington  came  out  of  a 
hotel,  and  the  honourable  member  immediately 
8toi^  him  up  and  said,  **  Now,  you  have  been 
drinking  again  ;  I  will  report  you."  The  con- 
stable came  to  me  aud  told  me  this,  and  said  he 
had  been  in  the  hotel  on  police  business,  and  he 
was  dhallenged  in  the^street  by  the  honourable 
gentlsmaa.  I  said  to  the  constable  at  the  time : 
*'  Well,  if  you  have  any  complaint  to  make,  you 
had  better  put  it  in  writing.  For  my  own  part, 
I  think  when  Mr.  Taylor  met  you  in  the  street 
and  said  it  was  a  wrong  thing,  if  you  had  told 
him  yon  had  been  having  something  soft  pro- 


bably he  wonld  not  have  spoken  as  he  did  to 
you.'* 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— This  is  more  serious  than  it 
may  appear  at  first  sight.  I  say  if  any  con- 
stable has  t^ld  the  Premier  what  he  has 
stated,  it  is  a  falsehood  on  the  part  of  the 
policeman.  I  never  accosted  any  constable  in 
that  way  anywhere,  or  at  any  time.  It  is 
ridiculous.  Sir,  the  constable  has  been  play- 
ing upon  the  Premier's  prejudices.  It  would 
not  surprise  me  to  learn  that  the  alleged  con- 
stable has  been  promoted. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  may^ay  he  was  promoted 
out  of  the  service. 

Mr.  LEWIS.^First,  with  regard  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Commission  about  the 
age  at  which  men  should  enter  the  service,  has 
that  recommendation  been  given  effect  to? 
The  Premier  also  alluded  to  a  man  being 
recommended  for  admission  to  the  Foroe,  and 
said  that  this  man  had  assisted  to  beat  his 
mother:  I  would  like  to  know  if  I  am  the 
member  referred  to  who  recommended  the 
man? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  answer  in  the  first  case 
is  in  the  negative,  and  in  the  second  cane  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— I  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
circumstance.  The  recommendations  I  have 
made  have  been  exceedingly  few.  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  such  a  case,  nor  did  the  depart*- 
ment  ever  acquaint  me  with  the  circumstance, 
so  that  I  could  make  inquiries  and  clear  my- 
self of  the  charge  involved. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — It  is  a  yarn. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Yes,  of  course  it  is  a  yam.  I 
would  be  very  glad  if  the  Premier  would 
mention  the  name,  and  then  I  could  produce 
the  correspondence  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  did  not  mention  the  name 
because  the  man  was  not  accepted,  and  I  had 
no  desire  to  prevent  him  getting  other  employ- 
ment ;  but  I  hope  to  be  able  privately  to  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  the  name  later  on. 
As  I  have  said,  we  have  not  taken  any  men  on 
over  thirty  years  of  age  since  November  last. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY:  NO  CONFIDENCE. 

ADJOURNED   DEBATE. 

-QQ  Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston).— Sir,  it 
is  ralher  an  extraordinary  position  for 
me  to  be  in,  to  be  able  to  congratulate  the  pre^ 
sent  Government  again  on  following  the  lead 
of  the  **  left  wing."  During  the  course  of  his 
speech  on  the  Address  in  Reply,  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  accused  the  Government  of 
stealing  a  portion  of  their  policy ;  hut  I  think  I 
can  claim,  with  equal  if  not  greater  truth,  that 
even  in  their  administration  their  wisest  ac^ 
tions  are  dictated  by  the  members  of  the  "  left 
wing."  The  House  will  remember  when  the 
Government  appointed  the  Commis«ioner  of 
Police  at  Home,  the  member  for  Christchurch 
City  (Mr  Taylor)  urged,  before  he  reached  the 
colony,  that  a  Police  Commission  should  bo 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  administration 
of  the  Police  Force,  to  enable  the  Commis- 
sioner  to  do  his   work   in  a    more   thorough 
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maiiDer  than  if  no  snoh  Commission  existed. 
We  know  the  Oovernment  acted  upon  Mr. 
Taylor's  initiative,  and  did  as  they  were  told. 
Last  year  I  brought  a  number  of  charges 
against  the  present  Government's  administra- 
tion in  connection  with  the  Civil  Service,  and 
one  of  those  charges  was  that  the  Examiner 
of  Masters  and  Mates  had  allowed  a  man 
to  pass  a  written  examination  who  coald  not 
write,  and  had  allowed  him  to  bring  examina- 
tion -  papers  from  outside  the  examination- 
loom,  and  to  use  those  examination-papers  in 
the  examination  he  Bad  to  pass.  The  Premier 
at  the  time  urged  me  to  give  him  the  name  of 
the  person  concerned,  and  I  eaid  to  the  Pre- 
mier '*  I  will  give  no  man  into  your  power,  but 
if  you  give  me  a  Royal  Commission,  then  I 
will  give  you  the  names  of  the  guilty  parties.*' 
And  the  Premier,  as  in  duty  bound,  has  ap- 
pointed a  Royal  Commission  to  deal  with  one 
of  the  charges  I  made,  although  unfortunately, 
perhaps,  for  the  purity  of  the  Civil  Service, 
be  has  confined  the  investigation  of  that  Com- 
mission entirely  to  the  Marine  scandal,  pro- 
bably beoauBe  an  expert  *wa8  being  brought 
oat  from  Home  to  take  charge  of  the  Marine 
Department.  Still,  we  live  in  hope ;  and,  now 
that  the  Premier  has  set  a  second  example  of 
obeying  the  dictates  of  the  "  left  wing,"  I  have 
no  doubt  that,  if  we  only  live  long  enough,  we 
will  be  able  to  turn  him  into  quite  a  respect- 
able political  member  of  society.  But  un- 
fortunatelv  the  Premier  is  not  quite  perfect 
yet;  for  the  last  thing  he  considers  in  regard 
to  the  personnel  of  Royal  Commissioners  is 
that  they  should  be  authorities  upon  the  sub- 
ject they  inquire  about,  and  the  result  of  that  is 
that,  so  far  at  any  rate  an  the  reign  of  the  present 
Government  is  concerned,  almost  eVery  Royal 
Oommissiou  they  have  appointed  has  been 
abortive ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  with  that 
particular  cleverness,  or  astuteness,  the  Pre- 
mier possesses,  he  has,  with  regard  to  the  Com- 
mission we  have  at  present  under  discussion, 
adopted  exactly  the  same  tactics ;  because  he 
asks  a  Commissiion,  which  consiRts— something 
like  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  or  our 
Minister  of  Marine — of  men  who  have  never 
been  to  sea,  to  investigate  scandals  and  recom- 
mend alterations  in  regard  to  the  Marine  De- 
partment. Now,  if  the  Premier  had  desired  to 
nave  a  proper  investigation  with  regard  to  the 
Marine  Department,  he  would  have  appointed 
a  tribunal  something  like  the  one  we  possess  to 
deal  with  disputes  under  the  Arbitration  Act ; 
he  would  have  appointed  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  as  chairman  of  the  Commission, 
with  two  experts  to  assist  him.  But  bow,  in 
the  name  of  all  that  is  right,  can  you  ex- 
pect Judge  Ward  and  Dr.  Giles  to  give  us 
any  recommendations   which    are  worth  two- 

SBUce  in  regard  to  tbe  Marine  Department? 
ir,  the  member  for  Mataura  (Mr.  McNab)  the 
other  night  gave  us  some  information  about  the 
views  of  the  members  of  the  Opposition  in 
regard  to  this  Commission,  or  with  regard  to 
the  Marine  scandal ;  but  quite  unintentionally 
he  forgot  to  tell  us  what  the  Gkivemment  sup- 
porters said  about  the  Marine  scandal.  He  did 
Mr,  Pirani 


not  tell  us  that  the  Ministry  had  med  their 
official  files  for  the  benefit  of  the  sapporters  of 
the  Government  throughout  the  colony,  and 
had  actually  sent  a  photograph  of  some  portion 
of  the  Ministerial  files,  or  of  the  departmental 
files,  to  members  supporting  the  Government, 
to  enable  them  to  **  dish  "  their  opponents  on 
the  public  platform. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Name. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— The  member  for  Geraldine 
(Mr.  Flatman)  was  one. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— Oh,  no. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— The  member  for  Geraldins 
told  me  to-day  that  he  had  a  photograph  of  one 
document  on  the  official  file. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— An  envelope. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  do  not  care  what  you  call  it, 
an  envelope  or  anything  else ;  it  is  part  of  ibe 
official  file.  The  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Millar)  had  also  one  of  these  photographs. 

Mr.  MILLAR.  — It  was  not  sent  to  me, 
though. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— No,  he  picked  it  up  in  tbe 
street,  like,  I  believe,  the  original  was  ones 
picked  up,  as  the  Minister  of  Marine  may  tell 
you  if  he  likes.    But  the  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  Millar)  went  as  far  as  this:   that, 
with  only  what  is  oalled  ex  parte  evidence,  hs 
declared  at  Dunedin  that  he  would  *'8aok," 
if  he  had  the  power — fortunately  he  has  not 
—the  officials  of  the  Marine  Department  for 
what  they  had  done.    And  yet,  forsooth,  mem- 
bers  supporting   the  Gk)vernment  talk  about 
members  of  the  Opposition  having  made  up 
their  minds  about  this  Marine  scandal.    And 
the  worst  instance  of  that  is  the  Premier  him- 
self.   Why,  do  you  know,  the  Premier  told  ni 
in  Wellington    a  short    time    ago  what  the 
result   of   the  Royal  Commission   would  be. 
It  is  bad  enough  to  prejudge  the  oase  itself; 
but  what  do  you  think  of  the  Premier,  who 
actually  appoints  the  Commission,  telling  tb* 
people  of  this  colony  what  the  result  of  the  in- 
vestigation of  that  Commission  would  be  ?    He 
said,  **The  result  would  be  the  same  as  tbe 
results  of  inquiries  made  in  respect  to  other 
charges   levelled    against    the    GhOYemment." 
Well,  then,  if  this  Commission  reports  that  the 
Marine  Department  must  be  removed   from 
political   influence  to  purify  it,  is    that  the 
result  whioli  will  follow?    Because  that  wai 
one  reform  recommended  by  the  Commission 
on  the  Police  Force,  and  if  that  is  the  result 
the  Premier  welcomes,  all  I  can  say  about  it  it 
that  it  will  be  as  great  a  reflection,  upon  tbe 
Government  as  you  can  possibly  get.    Now,  to 
return  to  the  Minister  of  Marine.    Most  mem- 
bers in  this  House  will  remember  the  dibut  of 
the  Minister  of  Marine  as  a  Minister  on  those 
benches,  when  he  replied  to  a  violent  attack 
from   a  member  who  is  one  of  the  ooming 
Government  candidates  for  Christohuroh.    Tbe 
Minister  of  Marine  told  ^us  that  he  wonld  be 
proud  if  he  were  considered  a  modified  editton 
of  the  Premier.    Well  I  can  tell  you,  in  regaid 
to  this  Marine  scandal,  even  his  own  sup- 
porters   think    he  is    truly   enough  a  modi- 
fied edition  of  the  Premier ;  and  if  his,  what 
I   may  term    *•  abuse*'    of    the    hcfoaaxsJtk 
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mamber  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  J.  Hutohe- 
no)  the  other  night  is  only  an  instance  of  the 
Dttiner  in  which  he  is  going  to  imitate  the 
Premier,  then  I  think  the  sooner  he  changes 
his  tone  in  political  life  the  better  it  will  be 
for  those  who  have  any  good  opinion  of  him ; 
beoanse  if  ever  there  was  an  unjastifiable  per- 
fonal  attack  made  upon  a  member  of  the 
Hoose  it  sorely  was  the  attack  of  the  Minister 
of  Marine.  The  idea  of  a  member  of  a  Liberal 
GoTORiment  making  it  a  reflection  on  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  that  he  has  been  a  *'  handy- 
msB  "  on  board  a  Government  steamer  t  Why, 
if  it  were  true, — and  in  this  case  it  is  not, — I 
ihonld  say  all  the  more  honour  to  the  man  who 
hu  risen  from  that  position  to  the  position  of 
Obaiiman  of  one  of  the  first  Harbour  Boards  in 
theoolony.  Snob  a  reflection  from  a  Labour 
Ministry— and,  mind  you,  from  a  man  who  Is 
himself  only  a  oarpenter — and  no  shame  to  him, 
ihhongh  I  am  told  he  was  a  very  poor  hand  at 

that 

Mr.  SPEAKBR.~These  personal  reflections 
srs  not  in  order,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Speaker  to  repress  personalities. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— But  for  a  man  like  that,  who 
holds  the  position  of  Minister,  to  search  the 
official  records  of  the  department  for  something 
like  sixteen  years  back  to  find  out  exactly  what 
s  man's  seryice  was,  so  as  to   quote   it,   is 
degrading  to  the  House.    And  I  say  this  —  I 
do  not  know  whether  you  would  consider  it  a 
reflection  on   yourself.  Sir,   but  it  is  not  in- 
tended in  that  way — ^St  is  a  shameful  thing  that 
Ministers  should  be  able  to  come  to  this  House 
and  use  official  files,  with  ex  parte  statements 
reflecting  on  members  of  the  House,  quote 
these  statements,  and  have  them  embodied  in 
Haiiuard,    Why,  the  reflections  the  Minister 
OQOted  from  a  discredited  officer  in  his  own 
department,  in  reference  to   myself  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City,  re- 
flect not  upon  us  but  on  the  Minister  himself, 
in  quoting,  after  what  has  occurred,  such  an 
satnority  against  any  one.    And  then  he  tells 
US  that  the  action  of  the  member  for  Welling- 
ton City,    in    bringing    forward    this    Marine 
lesndal,  was  playing  into  the  hands  of  the 
■hipping  ring  in  Wellington,  and  he  drew  on 
his  imagination  to  the  extent  of  inventing  a 
movement  on  the  part  of  that  shipping  ring  to 
depreciate  the  value  of  colonial  marine  certifi- 
oates  for  the  purpose  of  lowering  wages.    To 
■ay  that  the  member  for  Wellington  City  is 
their  medium  to  depreciate  those  certificates  f 
Why,  anybody  who  knows   the  member  for 
Wellington  Cifey  (Mr.  J.  Hutcheson)  knows  that 
his  beet  friend  cannot  use  him  as  he  pleases, 
sod  I  defy  anybody  else  to  attempt  to  use  him. 
And  nobody  knows  that  better  than  the  Minis- 
ter of  Marine  himself,  because  if  he  had  been 
sble  to  use  him  as  he  said  he  could  be  used,  this 
Marine  scandal  would  never  have  come  to  light. 
And  how  did  this  Marine  scandal  come   to 
li^t  ?    The  Commissioner  of  Stamps,  I  believe, 
quoted  a  document  to  the  effect  that  I  had 
■aid,  or  thas  somebody  had  told  him,  that  I  had 
my  knife  into  the  Qovemment,  and  therefore 
he  would  use  me  for  the  purpose  of  ventilating 


this  Marine  scandal.  I  say  this:  that  from 
top  to  bottom  that  Marine  Department  is  in 
a  scandalous  condition,  and  chiefly  through 
Ministerial  interference,  or,  what  is  probably 
worse,  the  n on- interference  of  Ministers  when 
grievances  have  been  brought  before  them. 
The  Marine  Department  will  be  all  the  better 
for  investigation  by  a  Royal  Commission,  and 
it  is  not  the  Minister  of  Marine  that  will  come 
clean  out  of  that  investigation,  if  it  is  a 
thorough  one.  He  may  boast  as  much  as  he 
likes  about  wanting  to  go  before  that  Com- 
mission, and  about  wanting  full  inquiry,  and 
all  that  sort  of  thing ;  but  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  a  man  in  the  House  who  has  done 
more  to  prevent  inquiry  into  this  matter  than 
the  Minister  of  Marine  himself.  He  tells  us 
that  this  Marine  scandal  has  smudged  the  cer-  * 
tifioates  of  men  who  have  obtained  them  in 
this  colony.  Could  a  greater  smudge  be  given 
to  those  certificates  than  the  action  of  the 
Minister  himself  in  appointing  a  man  who  was 
actually  not  a  British  subject  to  the  charge  of 
a  Qovernment  steamer  lately,  when  there  was  a 
vacancy  ?  What  greater  smudge  could  there  be 
than  to  say  that  there  is  not  a  man  belonging 
to  this  colony  competent  to  take  charge  of  a 
Government  steamer?  I  am  not  going  to  tell 
the  House  how  influence  was  brought  to  bear 
to  get  that  man,  whose  competency  I  do  not 
question,  appointed  ;  but  I  could  tell  a  tale.  The 
Premier  knows  as  well  as  I  do,  and  it  would  sur- 
prise the  HouRC  if  I  only  let  them  have  it.  But 
who  has  smudged  the  certificates  of  the  New- 
Zealandersin  this  colony?  What  did  the  Premier 
do,  or  what  did  the  Minister  of  Marine  do,  when 
this  scandal  was  absolutely  proved  to  them? 
Did  they  appoint  a  Royal  Commission,  or  did  « 
they  recommend  the  Premier  to  appoint  a 
Royal  Commission  to  deal  with  this  ?  No,  they 
did  their  best  to  smudge  the  certificate  of  every 
man  who  holds  a  New  Zealand  certificate  by 
bringing  prosecutions  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at  the  guilty 
people,  but  for  the  purpose  of  punishing  one 
man  who  had  dared  to  give  information  about 
this  Eoandal.  And  I  say  it  with  a  full  know- 
ledge of  the  matter :  that  it  was  never  intended 
that  either  Captain  Jones  or  Captain  Allman 
should  be  found  guilty.  The  Minister  of  Marine 
tells  us  about  being  denied  an  opportunity  of 
going  before  that  Court.  He  was  never  sum- 
moned by  his  own  counsel  at  the  first  hearing, 
and  it  was  not  until  a  Government  paper  spoke 
very  strongly  about  this  matter  that  the  Minis- 
ter thought  fit  to  go  before  the  tribunal  and  give 
his  statement.  The  New  Zealand  Times,  a 
paper  which  has  been  known  as  a  very  strong 
Government  supporter,  made  these  comments 
on  the  Minister: — 

**  We  are  free  to  comment  upon  the  various 
aspects  of  a  business  that  seems  most  discredit- 
able to  all  the  parties  to  it,  from  the  Minister 
and  his  underlings  down  to  the  outsiders  who 
conspired  in  an  amicable  and  legal  manner  to 
get  a  certificate  of  competency  conferred  upon 
a  seafaring  man  who  was  Incompetent  and 
unfit,  according  to  the  tests  prescribed  by  law 
and  regulation.    .    .    Something  must  be  done 
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even  now,  if  the  public  mind  is  to  be  disabused  of 
the  idea  tha;  these  abortive  prosecutions  were 
undertaken  simply  to  focus  attention  upon  the 
defective  state  of  the  law,  and  direct  notice 
from  the  actual  misconduct  which  has  taken 
place." 

When  an  authority  like  that  gives  us  such 
an  opinion  of  the  Minister,  you  can  clearly 
understand  it  is  not  such  a  very  great  stretch 
of  imagination  for  others  to  condemn  him  also. 
But  I  say  the  Ministry  themselves  are  respon- 
sible. As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  would  not 
object  if  every  oortificate  in  the  colony  were 
justly  smudged  if  the  results  should  be  that  for 
the  future  we  would  have  purity  of  administra- 
tion in  that  department.  I  have  no  doubt,  how- 
ever, that  the  men  who  have  got  their  certificates 
honestly  will  be  able  to  prove  as  clearly  as 
possible  that  they  have  done  so,  and  that  their 
certificates  will  not  be  smudged  in  the  manner 
told  to  us  by  the  Minister  of  Marine.  The 
Minister  of  Marine  also  told  us  that  when  he 
asked  the  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Hutcheson)  for  the  name  of  the  person  who 
had  got  this  cartificate,  Mr.  Hutcheson  had  re- 
plied to  him,  **  I  have  thrown  the  mud,  you 
must  find  your  man."  Do  you  know  that  the 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Hutcheson) 
says  the  Minister  of  Marine  never  asked  him 
the  name  of  the  man,  and  be  never  gave  him 
such  a  reply  ?  The  Minister  of  Marine  actually 
invents  such  a  statement  as  that,  and  brings 
it  forward  in  the  House  as  an  absolute  fact. 
Then,  the  Minister  of  Marine  gave  us  a  long 
tale  about  an  interview  with  the  LytUlton 
TimeSf  and  casts  discredit  on  the  statement 
of  the  member  for  Wellington  City,  that  this 
interview  was  published  unknown  to  him. 
Well,  I  happened  to  be  in  Wellington  just  after 
that  interview  was  published,  and  the  explana- 
tion the  member  for  Wellington  City  made  then 
was  a  very  reasonable  one.  I  know  myself,  as 
a  press  man,  that  things  do  occur  in  this  way. 
He  certainly  had  an  interview  with  a  reporter, 
and  they  had  a  talk  over  Marine  matters.  The 
reporter  never  said  a  word  about  his  going  to 
publish  it ;  he  did  not  show  him  what  he  had 
written ;  but  he  put  down  these  statements 
from  memory,  and  while  to  a  very  great  extent 
there  is  a  certain  amount  of  accuracy  in  them, 
still,  when  charges  of  this  sort  are  made,  and 
repeated  verbally  from  one  man  to  another  and 
taken  down  from  memory,  you  can  easily 
understand  that  it  is  impossible  for  these  re- 
marks to  be  strictly  accurate.  The  Minister, 
with  his  usual  cunning,  trying  to  pin  the  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  down  to  several  state- 
ments in  that  interview,  asked  him  to  substan- 
tiate them — to  say  whether  they  were  correct, 
for  he  wanted  to  get  an  admission  of  that  sort 
to  base  some  of  his  remarkable  explanations 
on.  The  member  for  Wellington  City,  how- 
ever, was  not  to  be  caught ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  he  has  now  very  good  reason  to  be 
glad  of  bis  caution.  Another  statement  the 
Minister  of  Marine  made  was  about  the 
Chief  Clerk  of  his  department  (Mr.  AUport) ; 
and  I  can  quite  understand  the  Minister  of 
Maiino  not  desiring  an  officer  whc  had  received 
Mr.  Firani 


a  confidential  statement  to  treat  that  state- 
ment with  the  confidence  that  was  reposed  in 
him.  Bat  there  are  some  men  in  the  worid  who 
have  regard  to  tbeir  own  honour,  and  if  they 
are  given  a  statement  under  pledge  of  seereoy, 
for  tbe  purpose  not  of  acting  on  that  state- 
ment, but  of  getting  further  information  tbal 
would  allow  them  to  act,  I  would  quite  under- 
stand a  man  of  honour  refusing  to  divulge  a 
confidential  communication  of  that  sort  until 
the  person  who  had  made  it  gave  him  permis- 
sion. But,  of  course,  there  are  different  codes 
of  honour,  and  I  do  not  wish  for  a  moment  to 
call  in  question  the  opinion  of  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  that  a  man  has  no  right  to  observe 
that  code  when  he  is  a  Civil  aenrsnt  xm&m  the 
present  Ministry.  Then,  wo  have  a  long  state- 
ment by  the  M mister  about  shipping-masters, 
and  he  told  us  that,  instead  of  the  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Hutohrson)  being  in  a  posi- 
tion to  claim  that  the  Government  had  acted 
on  his  advice  in  the  appointment  of  shipping- 
masters,  it  was  the  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Millar)  and  Mr.  Belcher,  of  the  Seamen's 
Union,  who  could  claim  that  credit*  Now,  it  ii 
an  unfortunate  thing  for  the  present  Ministry 
that  if  a  member  who  does  not  belong  to  their 
side  in  politics  goes  to  them  with  a  deputa- 
tion about  a  road  or  a  bridge,  they  tell  the 
deputation  who  come  with  the  member,  "  Oh, 
this  matter  was  first  brought  up  by  Mr.  So-and- 
so,"  a  candidate  who  is  going  to  oppose  yoa  at 
the  next  election,  or,  "  This  bridge  was  agitated 
for  by  some  other  member  of  Parliament," 
who  is  of  the  right  colour ;  and  that  sort  of 
thing  is  done  simply  to  consolidate  the  party. 
But  what  did  the  Minister  of  Marine  say  in  1897, 
when  the  member  for  Wellington  City  urged 
him  to  appoint  shipping-masters?  He  said 
this: 

*'  If  they  were  to  appoint  a  shipping- master 
at  each  of  the  four  large  porto,  a  properly-quali- 
fied officer  would  require  a  salary  of  £800  a 
year.  He  would  also  need  an  assistant  at,  say, 
£150  a  year  to  do  the  office  work  when  he  was 
outside  attending  to  shipping  matters.  In  ad- 
dition they  would  have  to  find  office- accommo- 
dation, and  altogether  the  expenditure  woald 
run  into  £1,800  or  £2,000  a  year,  to  meet  per- 
haps only  a  few  cases  where  there  had  been  any 
negligence  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
law.*' 

That  was  in  1897.  A  year  and  a  few  months 
afterwards  —  after  this  Marine  scandal,  and 
after  an  expert  had  been  appointed  at  Home  to 
come  to  the  colony  and  deal  with  Marine 
matters— the  Minister  finds  it  expedient  to  go 
to  this  expense,  appoints  a  shipping-master  al 
each  port,  and  involves  the  colony  in  that  laigs 
expense  without  the  permission  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  TANNEB.— At  £200  each. 

Mr.  PIBAI^I.— The  member  for  Avon  says 
they  get  £200  each  ;  but  they  are  to  get  £S50. 
and  this  without  the  consent  of  Parliament. 
And  these  officers  are  created — for  what  ?  To 
deal  with,  as  tbe  Minister  said,  *<  a  few  offenoss 
of  negligence  in  carrying  out  the  proviaioos  of 
the  law."  And  yet  the  Minister  stands  up  and 
says  it  is  done  at  the  instanoe  of  the  member 
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ior  Danedin  City  (Mr.  Millar).  Why,  Mr. 
Miliar  wag  not  in  the  H01160  when  the  matter 
was  agitated  here  in  1897 ;  he  had  left  for  Dun- 
«din  at  the  iimoi  and  the  battle  was  fought  by 
the  member  for  Wellington  City,  Mr.  John 
Hatoheaon,  himself ;  and  everybody  who  was  pre- 
sent will  bear  me  out  that* he  fought  the  battle 
«a  ably  as  it  could  have  bean  fought  in  the 
Hoose.  If  any  one  wants  to  claim  the  credit — 
I  do  not  think  the  member  for  Wellington  City 
•cares  who  carries  the  credit  so  long  as  the  men 
are  appointed — but  if  anybody  should  claim 
the  credit,  it  is  certainly  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City.  Now,  I  want  to  go  on 
to  the  soandal  itself.  Unfortunately,  I  shall 
have  to  go  over  a  good  deal  of  the  ground  which 
has  been  covered  by  previous  speakers,  but  un- 
der the  present  circumstances  I  do  not  see  how 
4hat  can  be  avoided.  I  intend  to  deal  first  with 
the  facts  which  have  been  proved,  and  which 
are  admitted  by  Ministers,  then  with  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  there  has  been  Ministerial  io- 
terfereuoe  or  not,  and  then  as  to  the  credibility 
id  the  Minister  of  Marine  as  against  his  officers 
m  regard  to  his  own  interference.  Now,  I 
g  Q  am  supporting  the  amendment  not  be- 
cause I  think  it^is  a  wrong  thing 
lor  the  Goyemment  to  appoint  a  Boyal  Com- 
mission,  but  because  I  think, — and  the  Pre- 
mier practically  says  it, — that  a  Royal  Com- 
anisaon  wiU  have  no  power  to  investigate  into 
whether  the   Ministers  themselves  have   been 

Stilty  of  doing  what  is  wrong  in  regard  to  this 
arino  soandal,  and  therefore  it  is  the  high 
Court  of  Parliament  which  ought  to  investigate 
MinistecB*  culpability.  And  surely  an  investi'- 
gation  could  not  take  place  in  a  better  way 
than  by  the  very  full  evidence  we  have  heard 
tod  read  as  given  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  by 
•other  information  which  Ministers  can  place 
before  us  if  they  would.  It  is  practically  ad- 
mitted tb&t  Mr.  James  Jones,  master  of  the 
**  Duoo,"  IB  1895,  by  himself  and  by  his  friends, 
applied  for  a  service  certificate  as  a  master 
mariner,  of  equal  rank  to  the  certificate  of  com- 
petency which  he  afterwards  obtained.  He 
was  not  entitled  to  apply  for  this  certificate,  as 
WIS  amply  proved  by  the  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment; bat  notwithstanding  that  repeated  at- 
tempts were  made  to  break  down  the  Premier 
~and  "  break  down**  is  a  quotation,  if  mem- 
ben  will  remember,  from  the  Wrigg  oorre- 
fpoodenoe,  where  a  member  of  Parliament 
wrote  to  Mr.  Wrigg  to  the  effect  that  he  was 
doing  bis  best  to  **  break  doan  the  opposition 
<i  the  department  '* — those  deputations  were 
intended  to  break  down  the  Premier,  and  they 
did  break  him  down.  On  the  27th  February, 
1896,  the  Secretary  to  the  Customs,  who  was 
the  only  person  in  a  position  to  certify  to  the 
aocuracy  of  the  service  claimed  by  Mr.  Jones, 
^note  to  the  Premier  ref using  to  recommend 
the  granting  of  the  service  certificate,  and 
^tathag  that  he  bad  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  the  required  service  had  not  been  proved ; 
in  fact,  he  said  that,  instead  of  three  years 
and  nine  months*  service  outside  the  Heads, 
as  claimed  by  Jones,  he  bad  only  once  had  a 
permit  to  go  outside  the  Heads,  and  that  was 


for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  wreck  of  the 
*'  Weathersfield,"  near   Otaki.      Subsequently 
to  that  letter  of  Mr.  Glasgow's  a  deputation 
waited  upon  the  Premier.    I  will  not  say  whom 
the  deputation  consisted  of,  bsoause  it  is  not 
advisable  to  bring  in  the  names  of  ladies  in  a 
debate  of  this  sort ;  but  a  deputation  waited  on 
the  Premier,  and  presented  him,  amongst  other 
things,  with  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  record 
of  the  service  of  Uaptain  Jones.    The  Premier 
Bent  that  record  of  service  with  other  papers  to 
Captain  All  man,  and  asked  Captain  AUman  in  a 
memorandum  ou  the  papers,  "Can  anything 
be  done  for  Jones  ?  "  and  Captain  Ailman  sent 
back  a  memorandum  on  the  papers  to  say  that  he 
had  carefully  examined  the  Act  and  regulations, 
and  he  regretted  to  inform  the  Premier  that 
"  nothing  could  be  done  for  Jones.**    That  was 
straight  enough  surely,  and  on  the  face  of  it 
one  would  think  that  that  would  liave  ended 
the  matter.    But,  not  satisfied  with  that  dis- 
tinct   refui^al    from    Capttiin    AUman,    addei 
to  the  prior  refusal   from    Mr.   Glasgow,  the 
Premier  tells  us  that,  as  the  result  of  an  inter- 
view   with    Captain  Fairchild    on    board  the 
steamer  going  to  Auckland,  when  Captain  Fair- 
child  urged  upon  him  the  necessity  of  getting 
this  certificate  for  Jones,  he  was  so  impressed 
with  Captain  Fairchild's  advocacy  that  he  sent 
a  telegram  to  the  Minister  of  Marine  asking 
him  to  get  the  matter  settled.    Three  weeks 
after  this  Captain  Jones  and  Captain  Ailman 
were  confronted  by  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
and  Captain  Ailman  said  again  that  a  service 
certificate  could  not  be  granted  to  Jones,  and 
suggested,  according  to  the  Minister — although 
Captain    AUman    says    differently  —  that    he 
should  go  up  for  a  certificate  of  competency* 
And  the  Mmister  wants  us  to  believe  that  he 
asked  Captain  Ailman  what  that  examination 
consisted  of,  and  Captain  Allinan,  the  Nautical 
Adviser  of  the  Government,  told  him  that  it 
was  a  mere  nothing — just  the  same  as  two  and 
two  make  four.    Then  the  Minister  says  that 
Captain  AUman  suggested  that  a  permit  should 
be  given  to  enable  Jones  to  go  up  for    the 
examination,  as,  not  having  a  mate's  certificate, 
he  was   not  qualified  under  the  regulations. 
The  Minister  made  these  statements  in  Court. 
I  may  say  that  aU  my  statements  are  copied 
from  the   Court  report  of  the  Nero  Zealand 
TimeSt  u:id  therefore  I  have  no  doubt  they  are 
accurate.    The  Minister  stated  that  he  made  a 
rough   memorandum,  intending  to  give  it  to 
Mr.  Glasgow,  but  that  he  changed  his  mind 
and  gave  it  to  Captain  AUman,  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  some  further  information.    Captain 
ADman  took  this  note  straight  to  Mr.  All  port) 
the  Chief  Clerk,  and  told  htm   that   it  waa 
intended    to    be    a    permit   for    the  man   to 
go    up    for    examination,    and    he    said    the 
Minister  had  instructed  him  to  tell  the  depart* 
ment   to  dispense  with   a  mate's  certificate. 
Mr.  Allport  showed  this  to  Mr.  Glasgow,  and 
eventually  was  instracted  to  give-  the  permit 
necessary.    The  examination  wiks  held,  bogus 
examination-papers  were  used,  and  a  master's 
certificate  was  granted,  and,  later  on,  quashed* 
And  in  connection  with  these  bogus  exami* 
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nation-papen  I  would  alBo  like  yoa  to  note 
that  some  of  the  qaestione  were  not  only 
answered  in  Oaptain  Yon  Soboen's  writing, 
bat  were  answered  in  Captain  Ailman's  writing. 
Captain  AUman  himself  bad  written  these 
answers  in  pencil,  and  Captain  Jones  went 
over  the  pencil-marks  with  a  pen  and  answered 
the  questions  in  that  way.  Anybody  who  sees 
the  examination-papers  will  notice  that  in  those 
papers  there  are  five  different  handwritings,  and 
It  18  very  clear  to  anybody  who  even  makes  a 
cursory  examination  that  no  one  man  ever  wrote 
all  those  answers  in  the  examination-papers. 
These  are  facts  which  are  admitted.  Now 
we  come  to  the  facte  that  I  think  are  proved, 
though  the  Ministers  may  differ  from  me. 
In  the  first  place,  you  will  remember  that 
the  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  in  Wellington 
made  this  presentment  aft«r  hearing  the  case 
of  the  Crown  sgainst  Captain  AUman  :  **The 
grand  jury  deeires  me  to  express  its  strong 
disapproval  of  the  evident  interference  by  the 
Minister  with  the  examination  forming  the 
subject  of  the  indictment."  Now,  the  Pre- 
mier down  South  referred  to  this  present- 
ment, and  I  will  read  his  reference.  This  is 
reported  in  the  Otago  Daily  Times  of  the 
27th  February,  1899  :-- 

••  Mr.  Seddon  said,  in  alluding  to  the  All- 
man  charges,  that  grand  juries  in  this  country 
were  opposed  to  the  present  Administration. 
The  Government  brought  in  a  Bill  to  abolish 
grand  juries,  and  because  they  had  done 
that  the  grand  jury  in  the  AUman  case  pro- 
stituted its  position  to  have  a  slap  at  the 
Qovernment.  The  grand  juryman  who  was 
foreman  was  one  of  the  strongest  opponents 
of  the  Qovernment  and  a  strong  supporter  of 
John  Duthie. " 

Now  the  grand  juryman  who  was  foreman 
was  Mr.  Foster,  manager  for  the  Assets  Board ; 
and  to  do  justice  to  the  Premier,  I  may  say 
that  he  has  since  denied  that  he  alluded  to  Mr. 
Foster. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— I  never  mentioned  him  at 
aU. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— No,  but  you  said  "  the  fore- 
man  of  the  grand  jury."  You  did  not  pick  out 
a  number  of  the  grand  jury  ;  you  picked  out 
one  man,  and  the  man  you  picked  out  was  the 
foreman.  But  the  Premier  was  wrong  even  in 
lis  corrected  statement.  In  his  corrected  state- 
ment be  says  that  the  man  was  Mr.  Robertson, 
a  c-trong  supporter  of  Mr.  John  Duthie,  and  yet 
the  Mr.  Robertson  that  the  Premier  was  aim- 
ing at  was  not  on  the  jury  at  all.  He  was  aim- 
ing at  Mr.  James  Robertson ;  and  the  only 
member  of  the  grand  jury  who  was  named 
Robertson  was  Mr.  David  Robertson,  the  iron- 
founder,  of  Wellington.  And  that  just  shows 
you  how  ignorant  the  Premier  is,  even  in 
the  corrected  statements  which  he  makes  after 
due  consideration.  To  proceed,  the  question 
which  faces  me  now  is:  Has  Ministerial  in- 
terference been  proved  as  regards  the  Marine 
scandal?  I  answer  that  emphatically  in  the 
affirmative.  I  say  that  from  the  commence- 
ment,—from  the  appointment  of  Captain 
AUman,  which  I  do  not  think  it  is  too  severe 
Mr.  Pirani 


to  say  was  conceived  in  cormplion,  bom  in 
sin,  and  nurtured  in  dishonour, — ^I  say  frott 
the  commencement  of  that  appointment  thaw 
has  been  nothing  but  politioai  interfennoo 
with  the  department,  and  I  think  I  skill 
pretty  well  prove  it.  It  has  not  been  stated, 
but  It  has  rather*  a  significant  bearing  on 
this  question  with  the  Minister,  that  two 
days  after  the  member  for  Wellington  Ci^ 
had  referred  to  this  matter  in  the  Hoosa, 
Captain  AUman  returned  to  Wellington  by 
the  night  train,  and  waiting  on  the  statlan. 
for  Captain  AUman  were  (wo  Govemmsiit 
messengers;  one  was  the  messenger  of  the 
Minister  of  Marine,  the  other  the  messengn 
of  the  Premier.  But  the  measenger  of  the 
Premier,  of  course,  like  the  Premier  himself^ 
was  first,  and  he  got  hold  of  Captain  AUmaa 
and  asked  him  to  come  nn  and  sea  the  Prsmiar 
at  once,  and  Captain  Allman  said  he  woold. 
Immediately  aiterwards  the  metsenger  for  Hm 
Minister  of  Marine  spoke  to  Captain  AlliDaii» 
and  said  :  "  The  Minister  of  Manna  wants  yoa 
to  come  up  and  see  him  at  onoe,  before  yoa  aee 
the  Premier. "  Now,  I  will  leave  it  to  your  imagi- 
nation—and I  do  not  think  you  oan  go  very  far 
away  from  the  bufl's-eye — I  will  leave  it  to 
your  imagination  to  guess  why  the  Minister  of 
Marine  wanted  to  get  the  ear  of  Captain  AUman 
first.  But  this  occurred  :  he  did  see  the  Ifinia- 
ter  of  Marine  first,  and  he  afterwards  saw  the 
Premier ;  but  when  he  saw  the  Premier  be  was 
hardened  up,  and  repudiated  to  the  Premisr 
the  idea  that  there  was  a  word  of  truth  in 
the  charges  made  by  Mr.  Hutoheson  and  my- 
self ;  and  Captain  Allman  says — ^and  his  state- 
ment now  deserves  just  as  mnoh  credenes 
as  the  statement  which  the  Commissioner  ol 
Stamps  read — that  the  Minister  of  Marias 
asked  him  to  stand  by  him,  and  as  long  mm  be 
was  Minister  of  Marine  he  would  see  bim 
through  any  trouble  he  was  in.  And  the  rssolt 
was  that  Captain  Allman  went  to  the  Premiar 
and  made  the  statement— which  the  Premier 
says  truly  enough  was  made  to  him — that  then 
was  no  truth  in  the  charges  made  by  Hi. 
Hutoheson.  Now,  in  oonneotion  with  tbe 
Premier's  interference,  you  oan  only  leliefs 
that  the  Premier  did  interfere  and  brou^t 
pressure  to  bear  to  endeavour  to  gat  a  serrioe 
certificate  for  Captain  Jones,  whom  he  knew 
was  not  qualified.  Unfortunately,  anotbsi' 
means  was  devised  of  getting  a  certifioate  for, 
Captain  Jones,  and  it  is  to  the  AGnister  of; 
Marine  we  must  turn  to  understand  exaetiy: 
how  that  was  done.  Now,  I  say  that  Mr- 
Glasgow*s  evidence  proves  as  <dear  aa  da^i^^ 
that  the  Minister  of  Marine  did  interfere  w 
this  examination.  You  all  know  about  tbe| 
famous  memorandum,  and  it  was  stated  b6it  | 
tbe  other  day  hj  the  member  for  Patea  tbsi 
there  were  three  lines  in  that  memoraodinii— j 
the  first  one  containing  the  words  **Jon«»j 
*  Duoo,'  "  the  second  one,  '*  Permit  Exsmis^'l 
tion,"  and  the  third  one  **  Master,"  written  i^ 
this  way — 

**  Jones,  *  Duoo,' 

Permit  Examinatioa 
Mastar.** 
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Oonfid^nee, 


It  ii  veiy  neoowMry  to  remember  thftfc,  beoauBe 
on  the  meaning  of  these  words  and  the  mind  of 
tiie  Minister  of  Marine  turns  the  whole  matter. 
I  saj  the  Minister  of  Marine's  explanation  of 
that  memorandum  is  certainly  ingenioas,  bat 
it  is  more  ingenious  than  it  is  credible ;  and 
he  oannot  make  me  believe  that  that  memo- 
nodom  bears  the   interpretation  he  desires. 
But,  I  understand  even  the  Minister  of  Marine 
ii  not  responsible  for  that  ingenious  explana- 
tion.   I  thought,  as  he  was  under  study  for  the 
Minister  of  Education,  and  answered  questions 
m  this  House  on  educational  matters,  that 
pobaUy  the  Premier — as  he  told  us  to-day — 
bis  been  giving  him  a  little  education,  and 
thftt  he  benefited  by  the  instruction.    But  do 
joa  know  that  to  get  the  meaning  of  these 
words  the  Qovemment  emergency  department 
wts  brought  into  requisition,  and  a  Crown  Law 
Officer  is  the  person  who  explained  to  the  Act- 
ing Minister  of  Education  how  it  was  possible 
to  torn  the  meaning  of  these  words.    I  am 
informed — it  may  not  be  true,  but  I  am  told  so 
—that  the  reward  will  be  a  Jiidgeship  in  the 
Arbitration  Gonrt,  and  I  ask  honourable  mem- 
bers to  carefully  watoh  that  appointment  and 
MS  if  my  words  are  not  borne  out.    But  the 
question  of  this  permit  turns  on  very  little, 
slthongh  the  weight  of  evidence   is   against 
the  Minister.    Mr.  Allport  said  in  his  exami- 
nation in   Gourt  that   "Captain   Allman  on 
one  occasion  said  to  witness  that  he  had  had 
an  interview  with  Mr.  Hall -Jones,  in  the  course 
of  which  Captain  Allman  suggested  that  the 
Minister   might  waive   the  qualifications  re- 
siding the  mate's  certificate."    Now,  thas  is 
Mr.  Allport.    What  does  Mr.  Glasgow  say? 
"  The  memorandum  from  Mr.  Hall-Jones  on  an 
envelope  was  brought  to  him  by  Mr.  Allport, 
snd  be  showed  it  to  Mr.  Hall-Jones  either  the 
iune  day  or  the  next.     The    Minister   said 
something  to  the  effect  that  he  had  had  a  con- 
venation  with  Captain  Allman  on  the  subject," 
—now  that  bears  out  Captain  AUman's  state- 
ment,— "  and  that  Captain  Jones  should  have 
the  opportunity  of  proving  his  knowledge  and 
oompetenoy.    Something  was  also  said  about 
the  regulation  admitting  service  on  a  tug- boat 
as  equivalent  to  coastal   experience."    That 
bears  out  what  the  Minister  of  Marine  said 
in  his  evidence  in  Court.    "  The  witness  said 
Captain  Jones  was  not  qualified  in  the  absence 
of  a  mate's  certificate.     Witness  understood 
that  the  Minister  was  aware  of  all  this,  and 
that  nevertheless  the  examination  should  be 
allowed  to  proceed.    He  understood  that  the 
Mhiister  took  the  responsibility  for  the  exam- 
ination.   At  a  subsequent  interview  the  Minis- 
ter had  expressed  surprise  that  an  unsigned 
and  undated  memorandum  should  have  been 
aooepted  and  acted  upon  as  authority  for  the 
examination." 
Mr.  FIELD.— I  should  think  so. 
Mr.  PIRAMI.— The  honourable  member  for 
Otaki  says  he  should  think  he  would;  and 
so  shoold    I,  if  that  was  the  only  instanoe 
in  the  Marine  Department  of  memorandums 
being  acted  upon.    But  this  was  evidently  the 
practice  of  the  Minister  of  Marine,  because  Mr. 


Glasgow  swore  in  Court  at  that  time  that  there 
was  another  instance  of  a  similar  memorandum 
being  brought  to  him  from  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  and  that  he  adopted  the  same  courae^ 
in  regard  to  the  other  memorandum  that  ho 
adopted  in  regard  to  this — ^namely,  he  took  the 
memorandum  to  the  Minister,  asked  him  if 
he  should  aot  upon  it,  received  a  repl^  in  the 
affirmative,  and  thereupon  acted  on  it.  And 
will  the  honourable  member  for  Otaki  now  saj 
that  he  is  surprised  at  such  a  memorandum 
being  acted  on  ?  Now,  the  question  arises,  Is 
the  Minister  of  Marine's  memory  reliable? 
Personally,  I  can  only  think  that  the  Minister 
of  Marine  forgot  all  about  the  ciroumstanoe 
related  by  Mr.  Glasgow,  because  he  was  asked 
in  Court  whether  he  would  say  that  Mr.  Glas* 
gow  was  swearing  falsely  toj  this  "memoran- 
dum" interview;  and,  if  he  was  positive  that 
he  was  right — he  wss  on  his  oath — would  not 
he  have  said  "Yes"?  But  no,  the  Minister 
of  Marine  swore  he  would  not  say  that  Mr. 
Glasgow  was  swearing  what  he  did  not  believe  r 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  majority  of 
people  who  know  the  details  of  this  scandal 
will  agree  with  the  Minister— they  would  not 
say  Mr.  Glasgow  would  swear  falsely  against 
his  superior  officer  when  he  knew  by  4oing  that 
his  very  existence  as  a  Civil  servant  was  at 
stake.  But  about  the  Minister  ol  Marine.  We 
all  know  about  the  telegram  he  sent  to  the 
Premier,  to  the  effect  that  **At  no  time  had 
we  any  conversation  about  Jones,  his  certifi- 
cate, or  anything  concerning  him  until  some 
time  after  Mr.  Hutcheson's  speech."  Yet  he 
knew  he  had  a  telegram  from  the  Premier. 
Does  not  an  evasion  of  that  sort  show  hia 
memory,  since  he  went  on  those  benches,  has 
become  a  complete  blank  when  it  suits?  Then 
he  tells  us  he  got  the  name  of  Jones  as  the 
guilty  person  in  this  extimination  from  Mr.^ 
Hutoheson,  a  member  of  this  House.  And» 
actually,  in  the  same  speech,  he  said  that 
Mr.  Hutoheson,  when  asked  to  tell  him  who  it 
was,  refused  to  do  so. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — At  first. 

Mr.  PIBANI.— Well,  we  will  take  that,  '*  at 
first."  But  we  have  got  the  Premier  as  a  wit- 
ness to  the  truth  of  Mr.  Hutoheson — ^and  I 
prefer  to  take  the  Premier,  who  was  not  con- 
cerned in  this  examination,  as  a  witness  of  the 
truth  to  the  Minister  of  Marine,  who,  I  think, 
to  a  great  extent,  was  the  guilty  partv  to  the 
preliminary  steps  illegally  taken  in  obtaining 
a  certificate.  The  Premier,  at  Dannevirke,, 
said,  "  He  did  not  know  the  examination  had 
taken  place  until  Mr.  Hutoheson  mentioned 
the  matter  in  the  House,  and  even  then  Mr. 
Hutoheson  did  not  know  who  the  officer  was» 
nor  where  the  examination  took  place."  And, 
in  face  of  that  statement,  we  have  the  extra- 
ordinary statement  of  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
and,  therefore,  I  am  justified  in  saying  that 
there  can  be  no  question  that  the  Minister's 
memory  is  a  blank.  Here  is  another  instance. 
The  Minister  of  Marine  told  us  in  his  speech 
that  the  statement  of  Mr.  Hutoheson  that 
Captain  Jones  had  ever  applied  for  the  cap- 
taincy of  a  Government  steamer  was  untrue»> 
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Yet  the  Minister  of  MiLrine  is  the  author  of 
the  statement,  for  he  said  at  Timaru,  "  We 
had  a  vacancy  in  one  of  our  Government 
eteamers,  and  Captain  Jones  was  an  applicant 
for  the  position."  That  is  the  statement  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Marine  himself ;  and  I  have 
A  letter  here  of  the  man  to  whom  it  was  made, 
and  I  am  quite  willing  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
It  details  the  whole  of  the  conversation  with 
the  Minister  of  Marine. 

Hon.  Members. — Read  it. 

Mr.  PIKANl.— I  have  not  time  to  read  it.  I 
am  quite  willing  to  lay  it  on  the  table  of  the 
House.  He  details  the  whole  of  this  conversa- 
tion with  the  Minister  of  Marine,  and  repeats  it. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Who  is  it  ? 

Mr.  PIRANI.--It  is  Mr.  John  Storrier,  a 
resident  of  Timaru,  and  the  Minister  knows  he 
is  stating  the  truth  as  well  as  I  do.  The  pecu- 
liar thing  about  this  whole  affair  is  that  the 
Premier  i.s  never  tired  at  his  meetings  of 
praising  Captain  AUman.  He  said  at  Napier, 
'*  he  believed  it  was  (he  first  time  Captain  All- 
man  had  done  a  wrong  thing" — a  regular 
George  Wabhington,  in  fact.  He  said  atPahia- 
tua,  "  In  a  weak  moment,  through  his  good- 
heartedness,  Captain  Allman  fell  from  his  good 
position."  He  said  at  Wellington,  *'  He  had  a 
▼ery  high  opinion  of  Captain  Allman,  and  be- 
lieved in  a  weak  moment  he  fell  from  pure 
kindness  of  heart."  Now,  I  suppose  the  Pre- 
mier's certificate  of  character  for  Captain  AU- 
man— his  truth  and  goodness,  and  all  that  sort 
of  tiling — ought  to  have  some  weight.  Captain 
Allman  says  this  :  that  the  Minister  of  Marine 
asked  him  to  make  the  first  statement — which 
was  partly  read  in  this  House  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Stamps— for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
him,  and  said,  "  If  you  make  that  statement, 
taking  the  blame  on  yourself,  as  long  as  I  am 
Minister  of  Marine  I  will  see  you  through  "; 
and  Captain  Allman,  in  his  pure  good-hearted- 
ness,  fell  into  the  trap.  He  gave  the  Minister 
the  statement— confidentially,  mind  you — and 
yet  it  has  been  quoted  by  the  Premier — at  least 
that  part  of  it  which  suits  the  Premier — from 
one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other ;  but  when 
-Captain  AUman  went  to  the  Minister  of  Marine 
for  the  protection  he  promised,  the  Minister 
said,  '*0h,  I  never  promised  you  any  protec- 
tion ;  here  is  your  statement  of  the  oiroum- 
■tances."  Captain  Allman  said,  "You  pro- 
mised if  I  gave  you  that  statement,  which  was 
to  protect  you,  you  would  stand  by  me."  The 
Minister,  with  his  usual  good-natmred,  child- 
like, and  bland  smile,  looked  up  at  Cap- 
tain Allman  again  and  said,  **  There's  jour 
statement;  and  on  that  statement  you  will 
have  to  stand  your  trial.'*  Afterwards  Cap- 
tain Allman  gave  the  Minister  the  second 
statement  in  writing,  relating  the  true  facts 
of  the  case,  and  I  ask  the  Minister  to  read 
it.  That  statement  is  not  like  the  state- 
ments Ministers  usually  read  in  the  House — it 
does  not  traduce  the  opponents  of  the  Ministry ; 
it  exposes  the  Ministry  itself,  and  gives  ycu  the 
true  and  only  correct  history  of  the  Marine 
scandal.  And  Captain  Allman  is  now  prepared 
to  go  before  the  Commission  and  give  on  oath, 
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if  he  can  get  the  indenmity  he  ought  to  get,  the 
facts  of  the  Marine  scandal.  And  just  a  woid 
about  that  indenmity.  If  the  Premier  is  gdng 
to  allow  the  Commission  to  stand  as  it  doei 
now,  there  will  be  no  more  pioteotion  for  wit- 
nesses betote  that  tribunal  than  there  is  in  tiie 
Supreme  Court.  In  fact,  there  will  be  lev 
opportunity  of  getting  at  the  truth,  because  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  if  a  Judge  chooses,  he  osn 
compel  a  witness  to  answer  questions  or  oom- 
mit  him  for  contempt ;  but  the  full  power  of  s 
Royal  Commission  is  only  a  fine  of  £20,  and  it 
would  have  to  go  to  a  Court  to  enforce  it 
Therefore,  unless  the  Premier  passes  an  Act  of 
indemnity,  we  shall  be  no  nearer  the  truth  of 
the  Marine  scandal  than  we  were  at  the  trial 
in  the  Supreme  Court;  and  I  think  that  it 
is  due  to  the  House  and  to  the  oonnky 
that  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth,  in  regard  to  the  Marine  scandal  should 
go  forth.  It  has  been  said  in  the  course  of  this 
debate  that  we  have  "  one  scandal  one  session.'* 
I  only  wish  that  that  statement  was  a  ootteet 
one.  One  scandal  1  Why,  the  administration 
of  the  Ministry  is  nothing  but  scandals  from 
beginning  to  end.  But  even  if  only  one 
scandal  had  been  proved  each  session,  suielv 
that  is  a  bad  thing  for  an  Administration  that 
we  ought  to  took  up  to.  But  one  scandal  1 
Why,  there  are  dozens  of  seandals.  I  wm 
reading  only  the  other  day  a  remark  made  by  a 
man  over  a  hundred  years  ago,  but  to  applicable 
to  the  present  state  of  affairs  that  I  cannot 
help  quoting  it.  He  says — and  I  have  to  alter 
one  word  because  it  is  not  parliamentary— he 
says,— 

'*  We  are  governed  by  a  set  of  *' — it  ii 
"  drivellers  "  in  the  original,  but  I  wiU  alter 
the  word  to  "  men  " — "  whose  follies  take  away 
all  dignity  from  distress  and  make  un  lidioaloui 
even  in  our  calamities.** 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  I  take  this  early  oppor- 
tunity  of  correcting  a  misrepresentation.  I  did 
not  take  the  trouble  myself  to  correct  the  Pretf 
Assooiation,  because  it  is  no  use ;  you  may  eor- 
reot  them  one  day  and  they  will  misrepressst 
you  the  next.  I  never  mentioned  the  name  of 
the  foreman  of  the  jury  beyond  saying  this: 
that  the  foreman  of  the  jury  was  in  dotj 
bound  to  make  the  presentation  passed  by  tbs 
grand  jury.  But  I  knew  who  the  movers  were, 
and  that  it  was  carried  by  a  majority,  and  the 
whole  thing  was  politioal. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  (Bruce).— That  is  not  what 
you  said  at  Kaitangata. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  never  mentioned  the  fore- 
man as  being  opposed  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— You  mentioned  the  word 
**  foreman  '*  at  Kaitangata ;  I  was  there,  sad 
heard  you. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  want  any  further 
corroboration ;  if  I  wanted  it,  it  is  here  in  tfas 
House.  I  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  the 
only  way  the  foreman's  name  was  mentioned 
was  that  he  had  made  a  presentment,  but  not 
more  than  that. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— Yes,  it  was. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  say  the  honcorahle  gentle- 
man is  mistaken. 
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An  Hon.  Mbmbbs.— Well,  go  on. 

I£r.  SEDDON.— I  will  go  straight  on  ;  do 
not  you  make  any  mistake.  The  honoarable 
member  for  Brace  is  under  a  misapprehension, 
beeanse  I  have  my  own  notes,  and  I  have  my 
information  from  an  undoubted  source  ;  and  I 
mentioned  the  name  of  Mr.  Bobertson  later  on, 
and  I  knew  which  of  the  Boberteons  it  was. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — You  mentioned  no  name 
stall. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Not  at  Kaitangata.  I  say 
SI  far  as  the  foreman  is  concerned  (Mr.  Foster) 
I  knew  he  was  not  in  the  slightest  to  blame, 
snd  only  mentioned  it  as  a  matter  of  duty, 
beeause  it  was  carried  by  a  majority  in  the 

S'  iiy-room.  He  had  to  bring  it  before  the  Oonrt. 
at  I  never  said  be  was  opposed  to  me,  or  the 
Oorernment,  or  that  he  was  a  supporter  of 
Mi.  Duthie.  I  never  said  it  then,  nor  do  I  say 
it  now. 

^  Mr.  PIRANI.— I  should  like  to  say,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  explanation,  I  did  not  say  the  Premier 
bad  mentioned  the  name  of  the  foreman.  I 
shnply  said  who  the  foreman  wan,  but  in  the 
eztnet  I  read  there  was  no  mention  of  the 
name  of  the  foreman. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  (Ellesmere).— Sir,  I 
ihall  not  detain  the  House  very  long.  I 
do  not  propose  to  go  into  the  details  of  the 
Marine  scandal,  for  reasons  to  which  I  shall 
allude  later  on,  but  I  will  say  a  word  or  two 
about  the  Address  in  Reply.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie) 
told  the  House  that  the  debate  on  the  Address 
in  Reply  was  a  very  good  thing:  that  we 
did  not  come  here,  he  said,  to  make  laws, 
but  rather  to  discuss  all  sorts  of  subjects — 
in  fact,  he  rather  led  us  to  believe  that  if  the 
disottsaion  prevented  us  from  narrying  on  legis- 
lation, so  much  the  better.  For«  my  part,  I 
bold  that  the  Address  in  Reply  is  in  a  very  great 
measure  a  waste  of  time.  I  will  not  deny  that 
it  is  a  right  and  proper  thing  that  the  House 
ibonld  have  the  opportunity  of  discussing 
grievances ;  but  I  hold  there  is  a  time  for  all 
things,  and  we  should  not  have  a  general  free- 
and-easy  discussion,  as  we  have  now,  on  all  sub- 
leets  from  rabbits  to  railways,  but  we  should 
baTe  proper  opportunities  given  for  discussing 
patticmlar  grievances  at  particular  times. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — But  you  cannot  get 
tbat. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  —  !  am  saying  what 
we  ought  to  have.  I  say  you  cannot  discuss 
them  properly  now.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
question  of  land  for  settlement,  or  railways. 
We  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
tbose  matters  when  the  reports  come  down,  as 
we  shall  have  the  opportunity  of  discussing 
pdiee  matters  when  we  have  read  the  report  of 
the  Oommissioner.  But  we  do  not  have  those 
opportunities,  althoagh  we  ought  to.  And  I 
My  to  have  this  sort  of  discussion  at  the  begin- 
niiig  of  the  session,  before  the  reports  are 
brought  down,  means  that  we  shall  not  have 
the  opportunity  of  discussing  matters  affecting 
this  year,  but  those  of  the  year  before,  or  what 
has  occurred  during  the  recess.  And  the  re- 
sult of  the  debate  on  the  Address  in  Reply  is  a 


general  demoralising  effect  on  the  House.  We 
all  come  up  pretty  fresh  and  ready  to  do  any 
amount  of  work,  and  we  are  already  beginning 
the  session  with  a  discuBsion  which  will  go  on 
for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  and  the  edge  will 
be  taken  oft  our  keenness  for  work,  and  we 
shall  be  ready  to  settle  down  to  all-night 
sittings  and  slow  progress  for  the  rest  of  the 
session.  But  to  my  mind  the  worst  feature  is 
that  it  affords  such  an  all  covering  excuse  for 
multitudes  of  political  sins.  For  instance,  we 
have  here  on  the  Order  Paper  no  less  than 
122  questions,  and  those  questions  are  not 
answered.  Why  ?  Because  we  are  told  for 
Fome  reason  the  Government  cannot  go  on 
with  business  while  they  have  got  the  Address 
in  Reply  debate  and  a  wan t-of- confidence 
motion  over  their  heads.  Las';  session  Com- 
mittees were  set  up,  and  a  number  of  them  did 
not  have  an  opportunity  of  reporting  or  even 
calling  all  their  evidence.  What  was  the 
reason  ?  Because  they  were  not  sot  up  in  time. 
The  beginning  of  the  sesBion  was  wasted  last 
year,  as  it  will  be  this,  by  the  Address  in 
Reply.  And  there  are  also  a  number  of 
motions  to  be  moved  by  private  members ; 
but  those  \\ill  not  come  on,  and  will  be  crow^^ed 
out  later  in  the  session  ;  whereas  everything 
might  he  done  if  wo  did  not  have  this  waste  of 
time.  But  the  most  important  of  all  is  the 
matter  of  the  estimates.  You  will  Fee  in  the 
Speech  of  His  Excellency  it  is  said,  "The  esti- 
mates for  the  various  services  for  the  year  have 
been  framed,"  et  cetera.  If  we  are  to  believe 
that  Speech,  the  estimates  have  alrear3y  been 
framed,  and  are  only  prevented  from  coming 
down  by  this  Address  in  Reply  and  wan  t-of- 
confidence  debate.  I  do  net  know  whether  that 
is  so  or  not,  but  I  rather  suspect  that  very  little 
has  been  done  towards  framing  the  estimatcF. 
An  allusion  might  have  been  made  in  the 
Speech  to  the  new  Parliamentary  Library,  and 
in  connection  with  that  it  might  have  been 
said, — 

"  We  have  had  new  carpets  placed  on  the 
back  stairs  in  anticipation  of  the  usual  rush  of 
members  for  money  for  roads  and  bridges,  and 
my  Ministers  will  take  care  that  all  doubtful 
votes  are  kept  on  a  string  as  long  as  possible, 
and  I  may  confidently  predict  that  arrange- 
ments will  be  made  not  to  pass  the  estimates 
till  the  last  day  of  the  session." 

I  say  in  some  measure  the  Opposition  is  to 
blame  for  this  waste  of  time  by  bringing  in 
these  useless  want-of-confidence  motions  ses- 
sion after  session.  As  a  rule,  they  are  on  very 
trivial  points;  and  if  the  estimates  are  kopt 
back,  as  they  will  be  kept  back,  it  is  partly  due 
to  the  fact  that  there  is  such  constant  excuse 
afforded  to  Ministers  by  this  waste  of  time  on 
the  Address  in  Reply.  Now,  Sir,  it  may  he 
said,  and  probably  the  member  who  follows  me 
will  say  it,  that  I  myself  am  an  example  of  a 
waste  of  time,  inasmuch  as  I  am  speaking,  like 
other  members,  on  the  Address  in  Reply;  and, 
of  cotirse,  I  must  admit  that.  At  the  same 
time  I  would  say  this :  that  I  have  not  spoken 
on  the  Address  in  Reply  since  1894,  and  I 
would  not  have  spoken  on  it  now  if  it  had  not 
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been  for  the  waob-of-oonfidenee  motion  moved 
b^  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.    But  I  will 
lay  this  mneh  about  the  Address  in  Beply :  that 
if  the  feeling  is  not  strong  iu  the  House  I  am 
sure  it  is  very  strong  in    the    country — and 
I,  for  my  part,  agree  with  it-^that  this  time- 
honoured  oustom  of  wasting  time  should  be 
done  away  with  in   future  sessions.    Now  I 
will  oome  to   the  speech  of  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  aud  I  am  sorry  he  is  not  in  his  place, 
because  I  want  to  say  something  about  that 
speech.    I  had  expected  when  the  Minister  of 
Marine  came  to  explain  this  Marine  scandal  to 
us  that  he  would  have  given  us  a  straight- 
forward statement   of  his   part  in  this  mal- 
odorous drama,  and  a  clear  defence,  if  he  had 
it  at  all ;  and  I  know  that  I  was  disappointed, 
along  with  a  number  of  other  members,   by 
tho  fact  that  he  spent  about  twenty  minutes 
of  that  speech  in  drawing  a  number  of  red- 
herrings  across  the  somewhat  strong  scent  of 
the  Marine  scandal.    I  say  that  disappoint- 
ment is,  I  believe,  what  a  great  number  of 
members  felt.     And  I  would  not  have  so  much 
objected  to  that,   but  that  he  spent  a  large 
amount  of  his  time  in  abusing  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  J.  Hutcheson) 
—  a    member   whose  crime  was,  if  crime  it 
is,    that  he    discovered,    apparently  by  acci- 
dent, an  organized  system  of  conspiracy  and 
fraud    in    the    public    service ;    that  he   had 
the  temerity  to  let   the  whole    world    know 
about  it,  and  to  throw  a  light  on  one  of  the 
darkest  blots  in  our  administration;  that  he 
had  the  audacity  to  proclaim  the  abuse  to  the 
public,  and  to  insist  on  an  honest  method  of 
conducting  our  nautical    examinations ;    and 
that  he  had  the  final  crowning  presumption  to 
take  this  course  regardless  of  the  feelings  of  the 
Ministry,  and  careless  apparently  for  the  time 
bting  of   his  own  political  career.      There  is 
really   the   head   and   front  of   his  offending. 
The  head  and  front  of  his  offending  is  that  he 
has  spoken  the  truth,  and  that  in  laying  bare 
this  skeleton  in  the  cupboard,  or,  we  may  say, 
in   the    Cabinet,    he    has    brought    a  certain 
amount  of  discredit  on  the  Government,  and 
h.os    caused    members    of    the     Ministry    to 
pour    out    their    vials    of    wrath    upon   him. 
And  for   this  crime   the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  Oity  (Mr.  J.  Hutcheson)  has  to 
suffer  almost  political  ostracism.    The  Minis- 
ter of  Marine  commenced  by  putting  all  the 
blame  upon  the  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.   J.   Hutcheson.)    We  were  told,  for  in- 
stance, that  the  marine    certificates  coming 
from  New  Zealand  were  at  a  discount  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  will  be  in  other  countries  ;  that  the 
men  holding  these  certificates  could  not  get 
emplo3rment ;  and  we  were  told  that  this  was 
the  fault,  not  of  the  Marine  Department,  but 
of  the  member  for   Wellington   City  (Mr.  J. 
Hutcheson).    Now,  let  me  give  the  Minister  of 
Marine  what  I  regard  as  a  parallel  case.    We 
will  suppose  that  in  his  walks  on  Sunday  after- 
noons about  the  streets  of  Wellington,  some- 
where in  Te  Aro,  he  comes  across  a  large  cess- 
pool with  a  very  foul  smell  coming  from  it.    In 
his  anxiety  to  do  his  duty  as  a  public  citizen, 
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he  goes  to  the  Mayor  and  complains  aboat  this 
cesspool,  and  lets  every  one  know  about  iU 
Would  we  expect  the  Mayor  to  torn  round  a 
him  and  say,  *'  Wretch  that  70a  are;  you  ait 
responsible  for  this  cesspool.  If  you  had  001 
disoovered  it  no  one  would  have  known  tm- 
thing  about  it."  I  venture  to  say  It  is  a  panl* 
lei  case  with  that  of  the  member  for  WelllQf* 
ton  City  (Mr.  J.  Hutoheson). 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— I  would  not  make  the 
whole  of  Wellington  a  cesspool. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  — We   do    not  wiafc 
to  make  the  whole  of  Wellington  a  oeispool; 
but  the  Minister  of  Marine  should  not  in  fait 
speech  have  gone  out  of  his  way  to  abuse  Mr. 
Hutcheson.     Let  me  give   another  instanct: 
Supposing  a  house  is  on  fire,  and  some  penaa 
discovers  the  fire,  and  goes  and  tells  the  owner 
of  the  house,  would  you  expect  the  owner  of  the 
house  to  turn  round  smd  say,  "  You  are  retpon- 
sible  for  this  conflagration,  beoauee  you  dit-^ 
covered  it  ?  "    That  is  practically  the  attitodt' 
taken  up  towards  the  member  for  WeUinglot 
City.    Then,  we  were  told  that  he  is  not  a  trot 
labour  representative,  but  that  he  is  the  co- 
partner and  associate  of  some  ring  of  camtalistt 
or  monopolists ;  and,  last  degradation  of  all,  we 
are  told  by  a  Minister  sitting  on  those  benelm 
that  a  brother  member  was  sitting  here  solelj 
for  what  he  called  a  '*  miserable  pittance."   ft 
that  is  parliamentary  debate  it  can  hardly  dt* 
scend  to  a  lower  level.    Well,  I  auppoae  tkt 
Minister  of  Marine  has  his  reward  for  this ;  but 
I  would  like  him  to  remember  that  when  kt 
waH  the  member  for  Timaru,  and  was  sitting 
where  the  member  for  Waitemata  now  sits,  fat 
was  not  the  least  independent  Liberal  in  Ifat 
House,  and  I  would  ask  him,  now  that  fat 
occupies  a  position  in  which  he  is  not  able, 
perhaps,  to  express  his  own  opinions  on  tveiy 
subject,  to  respect  the  opinions  of  those  vA 
now  act  very  much  in  the  same  manner  ss  fat 
would  have  acted  if  be  had  been  a  free  member 
of  the  HouR^.s  and  not  a  member  of  the  Minis- 
try.    Of  course,  there  were  other  courses  open 
to  the   member   for   Wellington  City  (Mr.  J. 
Hutcheson).    The  true  party- man  in  this  Hooet 
has  neither  eyes  to  see  nor  ears  to  hear  any- 
thing said  against  his  own  side.     Mr.  John 
Hutcheson  might  have  shut  his  eyes  and  esit 
and  held  his  nose  while  this  rotten  egg  wt 
call  the  Marine  scandal  was  being  broken,  and, 
supposing  he  had  done  that,  he  too,  no  doubt, 
would  have  had  his  reward.    It  may  be  tbtt 
Captain  Allman  would  have  been  stiU  oondoeft* 
ing  fraudulent  examinations  and  giving  bogoe 
certificates ;  the  enterprising  Von  Schoen  would 
have  been  still  acting  his  three  parts,  as  ex- 
aminer, tutor,  and  the  scholar  who  answeis 
questions,  and  no  doubt  he  would  have  beet 
nourishing  like  a  green  bay-tree ;  and  perbape 
the  lives  of  thousands  of  passengers  round  oar 
coasts  would  have  been  endangered  by  haviog 
Captain  Jones  and  other  incompetent  persons 
acting  as  masters  of  ships.    But  what  of  tbttt 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  Cttf 
would  have  been  the  true  dtmoorat,  the  real, 
genuine  labour  member — he  might  have  been 
the  *'  curly-headed  boy  *'  of  the  Ministry.    Ud- 
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iortonately,  perhaps,  for  him,  all  this  did  not 
Irin  place.  He  nas  preferred  the  far  more 
diffieall  oourse  of  disclosiDg  the  whole  matter, 
and  honoarable  members  have  had  the  straight- 
Mi  troth  laid  before  them.  The  .  member 
who  travels  the  straight  and  easy  road  pre- 
psnd  for  the  answerving  partj-man  has  an 
«sey  task  before  him,  but  the  man  who  prefers 
lui  principles  to  his  party  has  a  very  uphill 
inek  to  f^ow ;  and  that  is  the  position  of  the 
hoDoorable  member  for  Wellington  Oity  (Mr.  J. 
Hntoheson).  He  has  had  the  courage  and  self- 
teial  to  take  that  oonrse,  and,  instead  of 
having  abose  lieaped  upon  him  in  this  House, 
be  ooght  to  have  been  commended  by  every 
oght-thinking  man  in  it.  I  believe  that  in 
w  yean  to  come  this  blow  that  he  has  given 
for  pore  administration  and  political  freedom 
will  be  remembered  long  after  the  *'  little  brief 
snthority'*  of  the  Minister  of  Marine  has 
pused  awa^  and  been  forgotten.  I  said  I 
VIS  not  gomg,  perhaps,  to  follow  up  the  in- 
trieades  of  the  matter  in  the  same  manner 
ii  the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston  did, 
and  for  this  reason:  that  I  do  not  think  all 
tiMse  details  are  in  any  way  pertinent  to  the 
^nestion  before  the  House.  The  honourable 
namber  for  Palmerston  said  that  the  question 
anses  now  as  to  how  far  the  Ministry  have  im- 
■operly  interfered  in  this  matter.  Now,  that 
■  not  the  question  we  have  before  us  to-night. 
Our  task  is  not  to  judge  the  Ministry;  the 
Unistry  is  not  on  its  trial  now.  Bat  what  we 
havB  to  decide  to-night  is  simply  whether  we 
Rtfar  a  Committee  or  whether  we  think  a 
Oommission  would  do  the  work  as  well  or  bet- 
tv.  It  may  be  that  some  will  say  we  have 
some  constitutional  principle  at  stake,  that 
Ihoae  who  vote  against  the  amendment,  as  I 
•m  going  to  do,  will  be  voting  against  the  prin- 
aiple  that  the  members  have  a  perfect  right  to 
Mt  op  Committees  to  try  Ministers  or  any  one 
•Ibs.  I  say,  so  far  as  that  goes,  the  right  laid 
down  by  our  Standing  Orders  cannot  be  altered 
IB  any  way,  and  it  is  cimply  absurd  to  bring 
any  amendment  to  state  what  is  a  truism ;  and 
thne  are  quite  enough  platitudes  in  the  Ad- 
tesin  Reply  already  without  adding  one  more. 
The  question  now  befora*us  is  whether  we  think 
a  Committee  or  a  Commission  would  do  the 
vork  best ;  the  question  is  not  as  to  whether 
ills  Government  is  guilty  or  not  guilty.  I,  of 
Sonne,  have  read  all  the  correspondence,  and 
I  have  heard  a  great  many  critics  on  the  sub- 
jtot,  and,  though  I  may  have  my  own  opinions 
en  the  case  so  far  as  it  has  gone,  I  am  not 
m  a  position  to  say  whether  the  Government 
IB  guilty  or  not.  I  do  not  know  all  the  facts. 
Kew  facte  are  coming  up  each  day,  and,  if  we 
bear  rightly,  a  bundle  of  new  facta  will  come 
out  before  the  Gommiasion,  and  I  think  mem- 
iwtt,  in  speaking  on  this  question,  should 
Bet  give  a  definite  opinion  that  the  Govern- 
BMBt  have  improperly  interfered  or  otherwise. 
They  should  wait  until  they  hear  all  the  facts, 
and  then  they  will  be  in  a  position  to  go  and 
vote  willingly.  That  is  what  I  am  going  to  do 
so  faff  as  this  question  is  concerned.  Now, 
as  to  a  Gonmiittee  or  Commission,  I  believe 


this:  that  if  the  (Government  had  stated  in 
the  House  that  they  were  going  to  appoint 
a  parliamentary  Committee  we  should  nave 
had  greater  objection  taken  than  there  has 
been  to  the  Royal  Commission.  We  should 
have  immediately  had  the  question  of  the 
personality  of  the  Committee  fought  out,  and, 
whatever  happened,  it  would  be  said  that  the 
Committee  was  simply  a  party  Committee, 
and  that  the  verdict  was  absolutely  useless. 
I  know  what  it  would  be.  I  sat  for  three 
months  on  the  Banking  Committee,  and  I  can 
safely  say  this:  that  if  you  were  to  pick  up 
the  firdt  ten  men  in  the  street  and  put  them 
on  as  a  Committee  you  would  have  a  fairer 
tribunal  than  the  Committee  set  up  by  the 
House.  Had  a  Committee  of  the  House  been 
set  up  to  inquire  into  this  matter  it  would 
only  have  been  the  case  of  the  Banking 
Committee  over,  again.  You  cannot  get  facte  ; 
and,  even  if  you  get  facts,  the  verdict  might 
not  be  in  accordance  with  them.  I  am  not  the 
only  one  to  state  this.  Members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition last  session  were  loud  in  their  denun- 
ciation of  party  Committees,  and  the  member 
for  Patea  indignantly  refused  to  bring  a  case 
before  a  parliamentary  Committee  at  all.  What 
he  wanted  was  some  outside  tribunal. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  —  I  said,  "  Give  me 
an  independent  Committee,  with  Mr.  Speaker, 
or  Mr.  Smith,  an  independent  member,  in  the 
chair." 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  did  not  hear  that ; 
I  distinctly  heard  the  member  for  Patea  say  he 
wanted  an  outside  tribunal ;  at  an^y  rate,  lie 
had  very  strong  objections  to  a  parliamentary 
Committee. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— As  constituted. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  —  "  As  constituted.'* 
All  I  can  say  is  that  there  could  not  have  been 
a  fairer  Committee  constituted  than  the  Com- 
mittee constituted  last  session,  with  the  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Sligo)  as  Chairman. 
Of  all  the  Committees  I  have  seen  that  seemed 
to  be  the  most  reasonable,  and  I  do  not  think 
the  honourable  member  could  raise  the  least 
objection  to  the  Committee  as  constituted. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Tell  us  something  about  the 
e  vid  e  n  C6 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  am  not  going  into 
the  evidence  submitted  on  the  allegations  of 
the  member  for  Patea  to-night ;  I  am  simply 
saying  that,  if  I  had  to  choose  between  a 
parliamentary  Committee  and  a  Commission, 
I  think  a  Commission  is  best,  and  therefore  I 
am  not  going  to  vote  for  an  amendment  which 
is  goiog  to  support  a  Committee. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Vote. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— The  honourable 
member  wants  to  vote.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  Standing  Orders  to  prevent  him  moving 
for  a  Committee  at  the  present  time.  I  am 
not  going  to  allude  to  the  personality  of  the 
Commission  ;  it  would  be  highly  undesirable  to 
do  so ;  but  I  wish  to  make  this  remark :  that 
the  fact  that  we  are  now  employing  District 
Judges  and  Magistrates  on  Commissions  points 
very  clearly  to  the  position  that  we  ought  to 
have  all   Judges   independent.    Now,   I    am 
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speaking  quite  generally  on  the  matter,  and 
1  have  spoken  on  this  matter  before.  I  think 
we  ought  to  have  all  our  Judges  independent, 
and  then,  if  you  like  to  put  them  on  Commis- 
Bions,  by  all  means  do  it.  But  it  is  not  a  fair 
position  to  put  them  on  Commissions  and  then 
to  have  people  insinuating  that  they  are  not 
independent.  I  believe  our  Judges  would  be 
absolutely  fair  on  these  Commissions,  but  it  is 
not  fair  to  expose  them  to  these  insinuations. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  a  reform  that  has 
been  long  delayed,  and  which  should  be  brought 
about.  All  our  Judges,  from  top  to  bottom, 
shculd  be  absolutely  independent.  Sir,  I  am 
not  going  into  rabbits  or  railways,  or  even  into 
the  question  of  survey- pegs,  as  did  the  member 
for  Tuapeka.  I  got  up  simply  to  explain  my 
views  on  the  amendment  that  has  been  moved. 
It  appears  to  me  that  it  is  not  an  amendment 
whioh  desrrves  support.  I  think  it  is  very 
strange  for  the  Opposition  to  immediately  re- 
verse their  view  and  now  say, "  We  are  in  favour 
of  Committees  when  formerly  we  were  in  favour 
of  Commissions."  I  am  in  favour  of  Commis- 
siuns.  I  am  always  in  favour  of  an  outside 
tribunal,  and  shaJl  therefore  give  my  vote 
against  the  amendment.  So  far  as  the  faots  of 
the  case  go,  I  am  not  going  to  say  a  word  about 
thim.  When  the  Commission  has  sat — it  is 
goitLg  to  sit  very  shortly — and  I  would  re- 
mind those  honourable  members  who  said 
thdt  the  Railway  Commission  was  put  there 
to  delay  this  Commission  that  the  Railway 
Commissioners  have  almost  finished  their 
wock ;  I  remind  those  who  said  the  Govern- 
ment would  confine  this  Commission  to  some 
detailed  p.int  that  it  has  the  widest  scope 
of  any  Commission  I  have  ever  known,  and 
I  think  the  promptness  with  which  the  Com- 
mission was  appointed,  and  the  wideness  of 
its  scope,  are  a  credit  to  the  Government — 
when  the  Commission  has  sat  and  gone  into 
tho  evidence  and  presented  its  report 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Its  report  is  not  to 
be  presented  to  Parliament,  but  to  the  Go- 
vernor. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  -The  report  is  pre- 
■ented  to  the  Governor,  but  does  the  honourable 
member  think  the  Government  are  going  to 
pigeon-hole  the  report  for  ever  ?  AH  I  can  say 
IS  that  no  Government  that  have  sat  upon 
these  benches  have  been  strong  enough  to  get 
a  report  from  a  Commission  and  pigeon-hole 
it.  After  we  have  got  the  report  and  disou.^sed 
it,  and  when  we  have  all  the  facts,  I  will  be  in  a 
position  to  form  my  opinion  on  the  subject, 
and  express  it,  euid  vote  as  I  think  best  in  the 
matter ;  but  I  am  not  going  to  prejudge  the 
matter  by  giving  my  opinion  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  MILLAR  (City  of  Dunedin).— Sir,  like 
the  speaker  who  has  just  sat  down,  I  intend  to 
vote  against  the  amendment,  for  reasons  I 
gave  when  seconding  the  Address  in  Reply. 
But  my  object  in  rising  to-night  is  to  reply 
to  some  of  the  statements  made  by  the 
member  for  Palmerston  and  the  member  for 
Wellington  City  j[Mr.  Hutcheson).  Sir,  I  am 
sorry  I  cannot  compliment  the  honourable 
Mr,  Montgomery 


member  for  Palmerston  on  having  acquired  a 
great  deal  of  knowledge  after  three  years  wiUi 
Yon  Sohoen.  I  should  have  thought  that  after 
all  this  time  he  would  have  been  an  ei^ett, 
because  it  is  a  few  years  si«ice  Capiain  Yon 
Schoen  started  pumping  the  honourable  gentle- 
man up  in  marine  matters. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— Five  vears. 
o  ^        Mr.  MILIiAR.^Pive,  is  it  ? 
^•"-       Mr.  PIRANI.— When  you  inspected 
the  "George  Thompson." 

Mr.  MILLAR.— I  never  inspeoted  the  "  Georee 
Thompson  "  in  my  life,  so  that  the  honoacmUe 
member  has  made  a  misstatement  there,  and 
it  is  only  one  of  half  a  dozen  misstatemeota 
that  he  has  made.  I  never  inspected  a  ship  in 
my  life.  After  all  the  honourabie  member's 
tmtion  I  fully  expected  something  good.  The 
honourable  member  has  made  a  number  of 
assertions  that  are  absolutely  without  prooL 
Let  us  take  the  first  one.  He  said  that  the 
greatest  smudge  on  marine  certificates  had  beea 
cast  on  them  by  the  Minister  of  Marine.  Whyf 
Because  he  got  a  man  without  a  New  Zealand 
certificate  to  put  in  charge  of  a  Government 
steamer.  The  honourable  gentleman  ought  t» 
know  that  he  is  correct  when  he  makes  such  a 
statement.  He  refers  to  Captain  Post  as  having 
no  New  Zealand  certificate ;  he  had  one  prior  lo 
joining  tho  Government  steamer,  and  he  is  a 
naturalised  British  subject,  and  one  of  the 
smartest  men  on  the  coast.  He  said  that  bd 
one  has  more  smudged  the  certificates  of  marine 
ofiloers  in  New  Z^land  than  the  Minister  ol 
Marine.  Had  the  honourable  member  not  re* 
ceived  a  correction  from  a  member  of  this  Hoois 
his  first  statement  would  have  gone  forth  to  t^ 
world  and  been  published  as  a  f^et  That  is. 
the  worth  of  one  of  his  statements.  TbaD^ 
he  questioned  the  veracity  of  the  Minister  of 
Marine.  He  said  the  Minister  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  sending  unsigned  and  undated  memo- 
randa to  his  officers — that  this  was  not  the 
first  one  he  had  sent.  The  honourable  member 
has  again  been  misinformed.  The  Marine  De- 
partment cannot  produce  another  unsigned 
memorandum  sent  by  the  Minister  of  Marine. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— That  is  lost. 

Mr.  MILLAR.— It  ia-  not  lost,  and  if  one 
such  had  been  in  existence  it  would  have  been 
produced.  The  honourable  member  said  that 
when  I  spoke  in  Dunedin  City  I  said  if  I  had 
the  power  I  would  have  dismissed  both  Mr. 
Glasgow  and  Mr.  Allport.  I  did.  I  said,  if  I 
were  Minister  of  Marine,  after  finding  out  what 
he  found  out — the  evidence  which  came  oat 
before  the  Court — Mr.  Glasgow  and  Mr.  All- 
port  would  have  to  walk  out  of  that  office  or  1 
would :  there  would  be  no  room  for  the  two  of 
us.  And  I  say  the  evidence  submitted  hj  the 
honourable  member  himself  is  proof  positive  ol 
it — that  no  bigger  scandal  will  have  been  com- 
mitted in  this  colony  if  Mr.  Allport  is  allowed 
to  remain.  What  is  the  position  f  In  Februarj 
of  last  year  he  knew  that  marine  certifloatBi 
were  being  issued  falsely — that  three  oertifi- 
oates  had  been  issued  falsely — and  yet  he  kept 
that  information  from  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment  until  after   the  speech   was  made, 
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ind  Dnlil  it  became  pablic.  The  informa- 
tion bad  been  given  to  a  member  of  this 
House,  and  had  thus  become  pablic  pro- 
perky.  And  that  ia  the  class  of  man  who 
has  charge  of  our  Marino  Department.  Why, 
be  went  on  to  say  that  the  **left  wing*' — I 
presume  he  meant  the  Opposition,  but  he  said 
kbe  *'  left  wing  "  —  had  had  no  access  to  the 
files.  I  would  like  to  know  if  the  Government 
supporters  had  had  any  access  to  the  files. 
The  hoDourable  member  wants  to  know  how  I 
got  the  photograph  —  he  meant  lithograpii  — 
of  the  envelope.  Well,  I  will  explain  that. 
When  I  heard  from  different  masters  and 
makes  what  was  going  on  here  I  took  the 
kroable  to  come  to  Wellington  and  see  the 
Minister  of  Marine.  I  asked  him  for  an*  expla- 
nation of  the  whole  affair,  and  he  showed  me  a 
likhcgraphed  copy  of  the  envelope.  That  is 
how  I  got  a  copy.  But  I  have  never  posted  it 
away,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  This  is  what 
the  member  for  Wellington  Oity  (Mr.  J.  Hut- 
eheson)  said  in  a  speech  in  this  House  last 
year:— 

**  Does  the  Minister  of  Marine  want  private 
members  or  private  individuals  to  run  his  de* 
partment  for  him  ?  The  direction  has  been  in- 
olcated  to  him ;  it  is  for  him  to  follow  up  the 
olae  and  effect  the  reform." 

I  say  that  is  simply  confirmation  of  what 
the  Minister  said.  Then,  the  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  said  that  ho  did  not  know  the 
name  of  the  man  referred  to  in  connection  with 
these  certificates.  I  now  ask  the  honourable 
member  to  carry  his  memory  ba^k.  Does  he 
cemember,  after  making  that  speech,  telling  me 
the  name  of  the  man  ? 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON.— Never. 

Mr.  MILLAR. — I  say  most  emphatically  he 
did.  And  on  the  aeoond  occasion,  af  cer  coming 
out  of  the  Cabinet-room  —  having  seen  the 
Minister  about  a  mia>n  named  Whalley — after 
eoming  out  of  the  room  and  discussing  the 
whole  matter,  the  honourable  member  told  me 
the  name  of  the  man,  and  mentioned  that  Cap- 
tain Von  Schoen  placed  his  hand  across  the 
papers  and  traced  it.  That  was  in  September. 
He  told  me  then  that  the  man's  name  was 
Jimmy  Jones. 

An  Hon.  Mbkbbb.— He  did  not  know. 

Mr.  MILLAR. — If  he  did  not  know,  how  did 
I  know  ?  He  was  my  informant.  That  was  in 
September. 

An  Hon.  Mbxbsb. — Perhaps  the  Minister  of 
Marine  told  you. 

Mr.  MILLAB.->The  Minister  of  Marine  did 
not  teli  me. 

An  Hon.  Mbkbeb. — Did  you  believe  he  got 
tiie  oertifioate  ? 

Mr.  MILLAR. — I  had  no  reason  to  doubt  it. 
The  honourable  member  was  specific  in  his 
ehaige.  After  his  speech  here  there  was  not 
the  digbtest  doubt.  I  then  knew  he  had  heard 
lemething.  The  member  for  Palmerston  was 
the  first  man  who  heard  it.  But  he  could  not 
deal  with  it  himself,  so  he  handed  it  over  to 
Mr.  J.  Huteheson,  who  is  a  practical  man. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — You  are  quite  wrong. 

Mr.  MILLAB.— I  know,  the  honourable 


gentleman  has  been  in  the  confidence  of 
Captain  Von  Schoen  for  some  years,  and  by 
inference  the  honourable  member  has  admitted 
that.  Then,  the  honourable  member  went  on- 
to say  that  a  deputation  of  ladies  waited  on  the 
Premier  in  connection  with  this  certificate. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
made  exactly  the  same  statement.  Now,  I  say 
this — and  I  have  tried  lo  find  out  the  truth 
in  connection  with  this  case  :  that  no  lady  has 
ever  had  anything  to  do  with  this  case,  and  I 
challenge  the  honourable  member  to  mention 
a  name. 

Mr.  PIRANI. ~I  will  give  you  tho  name 
privately. 

Mr.  MILLAR. — Very  well.  I  want  some- 
thing definite,  because  we  hdve  had  nothing 
but  assertion  after  assertion  in  connection  with 
this  whole  matter.  Now,  I  am  going  to  deal 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City,  because  his  speech  is  the  most  important 
one  in  connection  with  the  whole  matter.  He 
is  a  practical  man,  belonging  to  the  profession,, 
and  I  must  say  I  regret  very  much  the  stand 
he  has  taken  in  connection  with  this  business 
— not  at  his  stflbnd  against  certificates  having 
been  got  corruptly,  but  at  the  stand  he  has 
taken  in  attempting  to  force  a  charge— against 
his  better  judgment — against  the  Minister  of 
Marine.  He  commenced  his  speech  in  connec- 
tion with  Captain  Allman's  appointment,  and 
said  that  appointment  was  a  job.  He  said  poli- 
tical influence  and  wire-pulling  were  at  tho  bot- 
tom of  the  whole  concern,  and  that  Captain  All- 
man  had  been  appointed  in  preference  to  six  or 
seven  other  men  with  higher  qualifications.  I 
would  like  to  know  the  names  of  the  men  with 
higher  qualifications.  I  know  a  few  of  those  who 
were  applicants,  and  I  do  not  know  any  with 
higher  qualifications.  Captain  Von  Sohoen  was 
one  of  the  applicants,  and  I  believe  he  was  re- 
commended by  the  Marine  Department.  And 
ever  since  Captain  Allman  was  appointed  Cap- 
tain Von  Schoen  has  been  working  tooth-and- 
nail  to  get  him  out,  from  the  very  beginning. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — How  do  you  know  ? 

Mr.  MILLAR. — I  know  only  too  well,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  know  before  I 
have  done.  He  commences  by  issuing  circu- 
lars that  he  will  teike  people  in  for  tuition, 
strictly  private ;  and  this  was  his  '*  strictly 
private.*'  Sir,  Captain  Allman  was  appointed 
at  that  time.  He  had  gradually  and  steadily 
risen  in  the  Union  Company's  employ  ;  he  was 
then  a  highly  valued  servant  in  the  service  of 
that  company,  and  was  commander  of  the 
**  Rotomahana."  He  had  not  an  extra-  master's 
certificate  then,  but  it  was  a  condition  of  his 
api>ointment  that  he  should  get  it.  The 
honourable  gentleman  went  on  to  say  how  he 
had  got  it,  and  he  stated  deliberately  that  that 
certificate  was  got  by  fraud.  He  said  that 
Captain  Allman  went  to  Melbourne  and  failed, 
and  that  he  immediately  went  down  to  Sydney 
and  passed.  Now,  the  implication  there  was 
that  he  could  not  possibly  pass  in  Melbourne^ 
and  that  he  went  on  to  Sydney  and  passed 
there  by  fraud.  Now,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man knows  that  when  a  man  fails  in  naviga- 
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tion  he  oftn  go  up  for  another  ezamioation  a 
week  after,  but  that  if  he  fails  in  seamanship 
he  must  wait  twelve  months  before  he  can  go 
up  again.  Where,  then,  was  the  fraud,  if  he 
-failed  in  Melbourne,  in  his  going  to  Sydney  ? 
He  went  to  Sydney  and  got  the  certificate. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — How  did  be  pass  ? 

Mr.  MILLAB. — Again  that  is  mere  asser- 
tion.  You  have  not  a  single  bit  of  proof 
that  the  certificate  was  in  any  way  got  by 
fraud,  and  I  maintain  that  any  man  who 
makes  a  statement  of  that  description  ought 
to  be  able  to  prove  it.  I  heard  of  the  same 
thing  some  years  ago,  but  I  never  had  any 
proof  of  it.  I  do  not  know  how  he  got  the 
extra- master's  certificate,  but,  so  far  as  I 
know,  he  got  it  honestly.  To  show  the  incon- 
sistency of  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City,  I  might  mention  that  he  warned 
the  House,  near  the  olose  of  his  speech,  and 
«aid  that  already  one  Civil  servant  had  been 
sacrificed,  and  that  there  was  evidence  that 
more  sacrifices  would  be  made.  Now,  I  ask, 
•does  the  honourable  gentleman  think  it  a  sacri- 
floe  to  dispense  with  a  man  who,  he  says,  com- 
menced his  public  career  by  fraud,  and  who 
•continued  it  by  granting  certificates  impro- 
perly ?  Does  he  say  it  is  a  sacrifice  to  turn 
that  man  out  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — "A  burnt  sacrifice." 

Mr.  MILLAR.— We  will  see  about  that  later 
on.  There  is  no  doubt  about  it,  to  my  mind, 
irom  what  came  afterwards,  from  what  Gap- 
tain  AUman  himself  admitted,  that  he  is  no 
longer  fit  to  be  there.  I  had  a  good  opinion 
of  Captain  AUman,  and  I  have  no  desire  to 
speak  ill  of  him ;  I  am  not  going  to  kick  him 
because  he  is  down,  but  I  am  not  going  to 
«pare  him.  But  the  point  of  the  speech  was 
that  Captain  Von  Schoen  is  to  be  considered 
the  one  highly  qualified  man  in  the  colony. 
But  what  is  Captain  Von  Schoen's  experience  ? 
What  is  his  history,  so  far  as  this  colony  is 
ooncerned?  He  arrived  here  in  1877.  He  was 
master  of  a  cutter  running  out  of  Auckland, 
called  the  "  Rose,"  for  three  months ;  for 
«bout  nine  months  he  was  master  of  the  brig- 
Mi  tine  *'  May  "  ;  and  he  was  for  four  days  mate 
of  the  barque  "Robina  Dunlop,"  which  was 
wrecked  at  Turakina,  and  the  captain's  certifi- 
oate  was  suspended,  and  Von  Schoen  was  cen- 
eured  by  the  Court.  And  this  is  the  sum-total 
of  the  New  Zealand  experience  of  this  man, 
who  was  highly  commended  by  the  Marine  De- 
partment, and  whom  the  department  wanted 
to  have  put  in  the  position  of  Nautical  Adviser. 
I  may  be  corrected  by  the  Ministry  as  to  that, 
but  it  is  outside  talk,-  and  it  comes  to  me 
from  a  reliable  source  that  he  was  the  pick 
of  the  Marine  Department.  I  am  going  later 
on  to  show  where  the  administration  comes  in. 
Now,  coming  to  the  question  of  the  certificate, 
every  possible  attempt  has  been  made  to  fasten 
the  blame  for  this  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Pre- 
mier and  upon  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Marine. 
Sir,  let  us  take  the  Premier's  share  of  the 
matter  first.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that 
whilst  the  Minister  of  Marine  was  absent  Mr. 
Jones  and  Captain  Von  Schoen  waited  upon 
Mr,  MiUar 


the  Premier  to  ask  that  Jones  might  be  granted 
a  service  certificate.    Now,  why  did  he  ask  foe 
that?     He  asked  for  it  because  the  depart- 
ment had  already  refused  to  certify  to  his  time, 
and  he  considered  that  an  injusUce  had  been 
done  him.    The  Premier  then  stated,  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  said, 
in  a  breesy  sort  of  a  way,  that  he  would  inquire 
into  it ;  and  they  came  again  at  a  future  day, 
and  he  said  the  department  had  raised  some 
opposition  to  granting  the  oertificate.    Nov, 
the  only  paper  or  papers  that  the  Premier 
could  have  seen  must  have  been  those  in  an 
examination  which  every  man  has  to  fill  up 
when  he  fills  up  his  time,  and  those  that  the 
time  a  man  serves  is  put  in.    That  is  the  only 
paper  the  Premier  could  have  seen ;  and  the 
Premier  then  referred  the  matter  to  tlie  de- 
partment, who  stated  that  he  had  not  served 
the  time.    Now,  the  honourable  member  lor 
Wellington  City  said  there  was  no  doabt  but 
that  the  Secretary  of  Customs— and  he  ms 
most  emphatic  about  it— oould  only  have  msde 
that  statement  after  a  careful  perusal  of  the 
records,  because  if  he  had  any  doubt  in  his  own 
mind  at  all  that  the  man  was  not  qualified  he 
oould  only  have  had  that  doubt  from  the  offieial 
record.    Now,  how  long  is  it  since  tha  honour* 
able  gentleman  came  to  the  conclnsion  that  the 
Marine  Department  has  kept  suoh   splendid 
records?    What   did  the   honourable  gentle- 
man say  not  twelve  months  ago  in  connection 
with  the  same  thing  ?    He  said,  practically,  in 
Hansard,  that  there  was  no  such  thing  as  a 
record  kept. 

An  Hon.  Mbkbbr.— Of  the  discharges.  You 
are  mixing  things  up. 

Mr.  MILLAR. — ^No,  I  am  not  mixing  thingi 
up,  and  I  say  that  emphatically.    He  said,— 

**  I  have  stated  repeatedly  in  this  House  mj 
strong  opinion  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  tht 
appointment  of  qualified  officers  to  keep  a 
correct  and  accurate  record  of  the  shipping 
and  discharging  of  our  seamen." 

An  Hon.  Mbhbbb. — *'  Seamen  ?" 

Mr.  MILLAR.— The  honourable  gentleman 
knows  that  certificated  officers  go  on  the  same 
articles  as  seamen,  and  if  there  is  not  a  record 
of  th^  one  there  is  not  a  record  of  the  other 
He  has  never  been  to  sea  yet,  nor  has  anybody 
else,  when  everybody  was  not  down  on  the 
articles.  From  the  captain  to  the  seamen,  sU 
go  down  on  the  same  articles.  A  record  moat 
be  kept  of  the  officers ;  there  is  no  mixing-np 
in  any  shape  or  form.  Then,  he  quoted  the 
replies  from  the  Collector  of  Customs  from 
Greymouth  and  Christchurch  and  Dunedin« 
and  he  went  on  to  say  that  be  believed  the 
others  were  the  same  : — 

"  Now,  I  ask  the  House,  is  there  not  somt 
necessity  for  an  accurate  record  of  every  not 
of  shipping  or  discharging  in  our  mercantile 
marine  ?  In  ordinary  fairness  and  honesty  to 
secunen,  ought  we  not  to  remove  this  Uoek 
between  two  sets  of  officials  ?  " 

The  honourable  gentleman  knows  that  if  the 
records  were  kept,  permit  records  would  bi 
kept ;  and  I  can  substantiate  what  the  honom^ 
able  gentleman  has  stated,  beoaose  of  my  kaath 
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ledge  that  men  baye  applied  for  a  zeoord  of 
their  time  and  it  oould  doc  be  get.  It  was  not 
kept,  and  never  has  been  kept.  As  to  Captain 
Jonef,  I  do  not  know  wbetber  be  is  qualified 
or  Dol.  I  know  be  has  been  fourteen  years 
master  of  a  tug-boat  tbat  bas  been  towing  in 
and  out  of  harbour  right  through  ;  and  when  he 
made  application  for  his  cenifioate  of  service 
be  had  been  towing,  and  I  say  that  under  the 
regulations  he  ought  to  have  got  it.  The 
honourable  member  langhn,  but  what  do  the 
rcgnlatioQs  say  ?    Here  is  is;  Regulation  95 : — 

'*  Service  performed  in  tug-boats  employed 
ontftide  partially  smooth  water  limi'.s  may  be 
accepted  as  sea-service  for  qualifying  for  a 
mate's  or  a  master's  certificate  for  home- trade 
paiseoger-ships.'* 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Yon  must  have  a  mate's 
first. 

Mr.  MILLAR. — You  must  not  have  a  mate's, 
and  the  honourable  member  knows  that.  Will 
the  honourable  gentleman  say  that  a  river 
master's  certificate  is  not  equal  to  a  home- trade 
mate's  certificate  ? 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON.— There  is  no  analogy. 

Mr.  MILLAR. — No ;  because  it  does  not  suit 
the  honourable  member.  The  S'raight  question 
it  this :  Is  a  river  master's  certificate  equal  or 
equivalent  to  a  home-trade  mate's  certificate? 

Mr.  J  HUTCHESON.— You  have  your  turn 
now ;  I  shall  have  mine  presently. 

Mr.  MILLAR. — Here  is  a  statement  in  Re- 
galaiion  26  where  it  says  that  tug  boat  service 
ean  be  accepted  for  masters'  or  mates'  oertifi- 
eaies. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb.— He  never  had  a  tug-boat 
oertificate. 

Mr.  MILLAR. — He  has  a  river  certificate. 
I  koow  the  **  Mana  "  wa<«  built  some  fourteen 
years  ago  by  Captain  Williams,  and  it  has 
towed  for  fourteen  years. 

An  Hon.  Mshbkb. — He  never  travelled  with- 
eot  a  master  on  board. 

Mr.  MILLAR. — The  honourable  member 
knows  nothing  of  what  he  is  talking  about. 
The  only  time  he  had  a  master  on  board  was 
when  he  went  to  Picton,  Opunake,  or  the  East 
Coast.  He  has  taken  his  boat  outside  the 
Heads  dos^ns  of  times. 

Mr.  PI  HANI.— The  Customs  say  not. 

Mr.  MILLAR.— The  Customs  say  "Yes," 
heeaose  they  admit  tbe  lant  portion  of  his 
time.  If  the  Customs  know  better  they  have 
never  produced  the  evidenoe.  The  Customs 
tty  that,  so  far  as  their  records  are  concerned, 
they  do  not  show  his  time ;  and  because  they 
have  no  record  of  his  time,  is  that  any  reason 
lot  saying  he  did  not  serve  his  time  ?  No.  As 
1  have  said,  when  the  *'  Mana"  was  bnllt,  four- 
teen years  ago,  by  the  late  Captain  Williams, 
Jones  took  charge  of  her,  and  when  the  new 
tog-boat  was  brought  out  he  was  transferred  by 
Mr.  Williams  to  her.  I  believe  if  the  man  had 
^docatton  he  could  pass  the  examination,  and 
that  he  is  as  well  qualified  as  any  man  holdiog 
a  master's  certificate  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON.— I  think  so  too. 

Mr.  MILLAR.— I  also  say  that  I  believe 
Captain  Jones,  under  the  regulations,  was  en- 
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titled  to  go  up  for  hi^  examination,  because  no 
one  will  claim  that  Wellington  Harbour  is  a 
river;  and  the  only  exemption  from  this  is  a 
river  or  smooth  water,  and  nobody  will  say 
that  Wellington  Harbour  is  smooth  \^ater,  and 
that  towing  outside  Wellington  Harbour  is  in 
smooth  water. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.-I  think  "restricted 
limits"  IS  the  term. 

Mr.  MILLAR.— Sir,  "restricted  limits"  up 
at  Auckland  means  sixty  miles.  You  can  go 
right  up  to  Whangarei  from  Auck'and  under 
extended  river  limits,  which*  stretch  over  sixty 
miles  both  ways. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Not  at  Wellington. 

Mr.  MILLAR. — No ;  because  if  you  go  out- 
side this  harbour  vou  are  in  the  South  Paoifio. 
And  the  honourable  gentleman  knows  as  well 
as  I  do  that  Jones  has  been  performing  this 
service,  and  he  never  had  a  man  on  board  his 
ship  to  help  him  to  tow  a  vessel  out  except 
when  going  to  Opunake,  the  E«st  Coast,  or 
Picton.  To  do  his  ordinary  work  outside  he 
never  took  snybody  to  a^siMt  him. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbeb. — Was  the  Minister  wrong 
in  refusing  the  certificate  ? 

Mr.  MILLAR.— I  do  not  say  the  Minister 
was  wrong ;  he  refused  it  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  his  responsible  officer— he  did  not 
take  the  responsibility  on  his  own  shoulders; 
and  the  only  connection  of  the  Premier  with 
this  matter  that  you  can  bring  forward  is  the 
telegram  in  whidi  he  says,  "  Kindly  see  this 
affair  of  Jones's  settled." 

Mr.  PIRANI.— There  is  his  evidence  i» 
Court. 

Mr.  MILLAR.— There  is  the  evidence  that  he 
saw  Jones  first  of  all,  and  told  him  that  the 
regulations  debarred  this  oertificate.  And  in 
consequence  of  Jones  seeing  bim  again  he 
sent  this  telegram :  **  Kindly  get  this  matter 
settled.  From  papers  before  me  I  believe  he  is 
entitled  to  his  oertificate."  The  papers  placed 
before  him  showed  three  years  and  nine  months' 
service,  and,  of  course,  he  knew  three  years'  ser- 
vice was  the  requisite  time. 

An  Hon.  Mehbkb.— What  about  the  deputa- 
tion? 

Mr.  MILLAR.— The  deputation  was  from 
Captain  Von  Schoen  and  Captain  Jones. 

An  Hon.  Member.— And  Mr.  Williams. 

Mr.  MILLAR.— Mr.  Williams  oame  in  after- 
wards. Now,  a  great  point  was  made  out  of 
the  Premier  saying,  "  You  can  get  thi^  verified 
by  your  owners,  and  I  will  accept  It."  But  if 
the  Premier  did  say  that  he  only  carried  out 
the  regulations,  because  the  regulations  (ay 
that  where  there  is  any  doubt  about  servioe  it 
should  be  verified  by  the  owners. 

An  Hon.  Member.— The  owners  will  not 
verify  it. 

Mr.  MILLAR.— Never  mind  that.  Here  are 
the  regulations : — 

'*  Where  any  doubt  exists  on  tbat  point" — 
that  is,  the  servioe -"the  candidate  mubt  be 
required  to  produce  a  certificate  from  the 
master  or  owner  of  the  vessel  in  which  the 
service  was  performed  before  the  servioe  can  be 
accepted. " 
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Mr.  PIRANI.— They  wonld  not  give  it. 

Mr.  MILLAR. — I  cannot  say  whether  they 
wonld  give  it  or  not. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  honourable  mem- 
bers are  too  constant  in  their  interruptions, 
and  I  think  the  honourable  member  addressing 
the  Chair  ought  not  to  notice  these  interrup- 
tions, as  it  tends  to  encourage  them. 

Mr.  MILLAR.— There  is  no  proof  that  the 
Premier  said  if  he  went  away  and  got  an  affi- 
davit he  would  accept  service.  The  Premier 
said  he  must  go  and  get  this  verified,  and  then 
he  would  speak  to  the  department  about  it,  and 
see  whether  it  could  be  accepted.  After  this 
the  Premier's  connection  with  the  case  ended, 
and  he  left  for  England.  Then,  we  are  told 
that  this  came  as  an  instruction  from  the  Pre- 
mier ;  and  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City,  speaking  at  Timaru,  stated  that 
the  Premier's  intention  was  to  grant  that 
eertiflcate  if  possible,  and  that  he  was  fully 
aware  that  Jones  was  ineligible  to  hold  it. 
Now,  when  the  honourable  gentleman  intends 
to  do  a  thing  he  generally  sees  it  through, 
and,  as  the  honourable  member  said,  he 
sent  the  instruction  to  the  Minister  of  Marine 
to  carry  this  out,  and  the  plastic  Minister 
ought  to  have  done  is — they  would  like  to  have 
seen  him  do  it,  there  is  no  doubt  about  that. 
But  that  certificate  of  service  was  never  granted, 
and  therefore,  so  far  as  the  Premier  is  con- 
cerned, he  has  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
any  certificate  that  existed.  The  next  who  ap 
pears  on  the  scene  is  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
and  we  hear  that,  after  having  received  this 
telegram,  he  sent  for  Captain  Allman,  and  told 
him  that  he  had  received  a  wire  about  Jones's 
case,  and  asked  him  what  could  be  done. 
Oaptain  Allman  said  nothing  could  be  done. 
Jones  then  came  up  and  saw  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  and  said  the  thing  was  fixed,  and  that 
Captain  Allman  approved  of  his  going  up.  The 
Minister  then  sent  for  Captain  Allman  and  had 
the  two  together,  when  Captain  Allman  said 
he  was  not  qualified.  Then  Captain  Alhnan 
made  the  suggestion  that  he  should  be 
examined;  and  if  I  wanted  one  word  more 
than  another  to  prove  this  story  that  has 
been  told  to  me  by  the  Minister  it  is  that 
one  word  ** permit"  written  on  that  envelope, 
because  none  but  a  practical  man  would  ever 
have  used  that  word — it  is  used  so  frequently 
amongst  seamen.  Yon  get  a  permit  to  carry 
deck  cargo ;  you  get  a  permit  to  go  out  short- 
handed  ;  and  so  on.  Captain  AlUnan  said  he 
would  look  up  the  regulations  and  see  if  a  per- 
mit could  be  granted.  I  say  the  Minister  used 
that  word  '*  permit "  as  a  noun,  and  not  as  a  verb. 

g  ^  Then,  what  was  done  in  connection 
with  the  matter?  Captain  Allman 
took  this  down  and  handed  it  to  the  Chief 
Clerk,  and  said  he  had  received  instructions  to 
pass  this  man.  Then  we  have  Mr.  Glasgow's 
evidence.  First  of  all  Mr.  Glasgow  admits  he 
had  no  recollection  of  having  seen  the  envelope, 
and  later  on,  when  Mr.  Allport  impresses  it 
on  hiri  memory,  he  has  a  distinct  reooUeotion  of 
having  seen  it,  and,  furthermore,  of  having  seen 
the  Minister.    The  Minister,  however,  denies 


that ;  and  I  say  this :  that  on  the  permit  alone 
is  Mr.  Glasgow  condemned,  because,  aoooid^ 
ing  to  his  own  evidence  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
he  admitted  he  knew  it  to  be  wholly  irregular; 
and  yet  he — the  man  in  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment, a  responsible  Civil  servant— deliberately 
broke  the  law  at  the  instigation  of  the  Minis- 
ter, according  to  his  own  evidence.  Then, 
we  are  told  he  had  to  do  it  or  he  would  have 
been  dismissed.  I  would  like  to  see  the  man  in 
this  colony — and  there  have  been  some  strong 
ones — who  would  dismiss  a  public  servant  be- 
cause he  had  refused  to  break  the  law.  I  think 
we  generally  find  that  a  Civil  servant  is  so 
hedged  round  with  difficulties  in  the  way  of  his 
removal  that  it  is  at  any  time  a  hard  matter 
to  get  rid  of  him,  and  it  would  not  be  easy  to 
dismiss  him  for  refusing  to  break  the  law.  Mr. 
Glasgow  should  not  have  gone  a  step  farther 
when  he  saw  the  position.  In  no  other  matter 
can  he  produce  any  evidence  where  he  has 
acted  without  duly  signed  authority.  Now,  let 
me  come  to  the  examination  itself.  We  have 
the  clearest  evidence  that  when  Captain  Jones 
got  permission  to  be  examined  he  duly  ap- 
peared to  undergo  the  examination.  We  undei^ 
stand  from  those  who  say  it  was  the  fault  of 
the  Government  that  up  to  that  point  every- 
thing had  been  arranged  for  Captain  Jonee,  and 
that  he  went  to  Captain  Allman  to  paas  the 
examination.  He  arrived  in  due  oonrae  at  ten 
o'clock,  and  was  tried  in  the  colour  test  by 
Captain  Allman  and  Captain  Edwin,  which 
test  he  apparently  passed  satisfactorily.  Hs 
then  sat  down  to  do  the  work  that  (^ptam 
Allman  gave  to  him  on  a  paper.  Juat  at  this 
time,  the  evidence  shows.  Captain  Jones  took 
out  of  his  pocket  a  package  of  papers  and 
handed  them  to  Captain  Allman.  Kow,  this  is 
what  I  want  the  House  to  know  :  Captain  All- 
man  opened  the  package  and  saw  that  it  ood^ 
tained  separate  papers  duly  worked  out.  And 
what  did  he  do?  He  asked  Captain  Edwin 
what  he  should  do  with  them,  and  Captain 
Edwin  said;  "  Destroy  them." 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb. — Captain  £^win  asked 
him. 

Mr.  MILLAR.— Well,  it  is  a  matter  of  no 
moment  whether  Captain  Edwin  aaked  him  or 
whether  he  asked  Captain  Edwin.  Captain 
Allman  asked  what  they  should  do  vHth  tneni, 
and  Captain  Edwin  said,  **  Destroy  them"; 
and  he  proceeded  to  destroy  them.  Now,  whst 
I  want  to  know  is  this— and  I  want  those  who 
are  the  accusers  of  the  Government  to  answer 
me:  Why  did  Captain  Allman  destroy  the 
papers  if  he  had  received  instructions  from  the 
Government  to  pass  the  candidate  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — In  the  preeenoe  of  a 
witness. 

Mr.  MILLAR. — In  the  presence  of  awitnsa 
or  not.  I  ask.  Why  did  Captain  Allman  de- 
stroy the  papers  if  he  had  reoeived  instruottooi 
from  the  Government  to  pass  the  candidate  f 
He  intended  to  destroy  the  whole  of  the  papsis, 
but  he  only  destroyed  half  of  them.  Kow,  if 
he  had  been  told  by  the  Ministers  that  themsn 
was  to  be  allowed  to  pass  he  would  not  have 
destroyed    the    papers.     I    believe,    howevBr» 
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that  CAptaiii  AHman  had  no  intention  of 
doing  anything  wrong,  bnt  when  he  saw  the 
papers  worked,  and  worked  by  Yon  Sohoen— a 
man  who  has  acted  the  part  of  the  snake  in  the 
pass,  a  man  whom  citizens  have  tnmed  their 
oaeks  on  for  months  past,  a  man  that  an 
honest  citizen  would  not  be  seen  dead  in  the 
same  paddock  with — he  acted  otherwise.  At 
any  rate,  I  say  most  emphatically  that  if  Gap- 
tain  Allman  had  had  instrootions  he  would  not 
have  torn  up  those  papers.  When  he  got  the 
papers  his  original  intention  was  to  destroy 
them,  bnt  I  believe  his  better  feelings  overcame 
his  judgment,  and  he  made  a  fatal  mistake.  I 
am  not  trying  in  any  shape  or  form  to  do  any- 
thing to  make  Gaptam  Allman  appear  in  a 
mote  favourable  light.  1  want  only  to  say 
what,  in  my  opinion,  was  Gaptain  AUman's 
motive  at  the  time.  With  a  fairly  full  know- 
ledge of  the  facts,  I  say  I  do  not  believe  that 
he  went  into  that  room  intending  to  pass  Gap- 
tain  Jones  fraudulently,  but  that  he  did  so  is 
admitted  right  through.  Then  what  did  he 
do?  After  Jones  hi^  appealed  to  him  he 
tamed  to  the  papers  he  has  destroyed  and 
wrote  them  out  himself,  and  handed  them  in 
as  the  work  of  Gaptain  Jones.  That,  Sir,  is 
the  history  of  the  issue  of  the  certificate. 
And  how,  on  the  evidence  —  the  evidence 
which  has  been  adduced  up  to  the  present, 
and  a  little  more  which  will  be  adduced  before 
the  Royal  Commission — any  person  can  say 
that  Hiniateze  were  cognisant  of  this,  and  that 
it  was  an  act  of  corruption,  surprises  me.  Then, 
to  show  that  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington Git^  is  not  always  correct,  he  stated 
that  Gaptam  Jones  had  been  an  applicant  for 
the  Government  steamer.  Gaptain  Jones  au- 
thorises me  to  say  most  emphatically  that  he 
never  at  any  time  applied,  in  writing  or  ver- 
bally, for  any  such  poeition ;  and  Gaptain  Jones 
also  authorises  me  to  say  a  little  more :  he  in- 
vites the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
(Sty  to  go  down  and  meet  him  to-morrow  and 
state  his  denial  of  what  the  Minister  said  to 
him  at  the  wharf. 

An  Hon.  Msvbeb. — What  was  that  ? 

Ifr.  MILiIiAB.  —  The  Minister  of  Marine 
stated  that  Mr.  Hutcheson  had  said  to  Gaptain 
Jones  that  if  he  had  known  it  was  him  he 
would  never  have  moved  in  the  matter  at  all, 
bat  that  he  wanted  to  get  at  the  Minister  of 
Marine.  The  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton Gity  denied  that  in  the  House,  and,  of 
course,  I  accept  his  denial ;  but  what  I  am  say- 
hig  now  is  that  I  had  an  interview  with  Gaptain 
Jones  in  connection  with  the  matter,  and  he 
wants  the  member  for  Wellington  Gity  to  go 
down  and  see  him,  and  he  will  refresh  his 
memory  as  to  when  it  was  said. 

An  Hon.  Mmxbeb. — A  case  of  "  Gome  out- 
side and  pat  me  out." 

Mr.  MILLAR. — No  ;  Gaptain  Jones  is  not  a 
man  of  that  sort,  and  I  think  the  member  for 
Wellington  City  will  hold  his  own  with  Gaptain 
Jones.  Now,  what  is  the  next  thing  that  is 
done  hj  the  Qovernment  ?  Was  it  the  course 
of  a  guiltT  man  ?  Why,  as  soon  as  the  charges 
were  made  here  by  the  member  for  Palmerston 


and  the  member  for  Wellington  Gity,  Gaptain 
Allman  was  sent  for;  and  in  that  connec- 
tion the  honourable  gentleman  spins  a  fairy 
tale  about  two  messengers  having  been  sent 
for  him.  It  is  true  that  a  messenger  was 
sent  to  him  to  tell  him  he  was  required. 
What  for?  To  state  whether  the  charges 
that  Mr.  Hutcheson  mad^  were  true ;  and 
he  denied  that  there  was  a  word  of  truth 
in  them.  Later  on  the  Minister  of  Marine 
wrote  to  him  and  asked  him  to  give  a  specific 
denial  to  certain  questions.  At  that  time 
Gaptain  Allman  was  again  asked  if  the  state- 
ments were  true  or  not,  and  he  again  denied 
them.  The  Minister  said,  **  Put  it  in  writing," 
and  added,  "and  I  will  see  you  through." 
Why  was  he  going  to  see  him  through  ?  Be- 
cause he  had  denied  that  the  statements  were 
true. 

An  Hon.  Member. — He  had  denied  it  twice. 

Mr.  MILLAB. — Yes,  twice  he  denied  that 
the  statements  were  true,  and  the  Minister 
then,  as  any  Minister  ought  to  do  in  the  case 
of  a  subordinate  who  said  charges  made  against 
him  were  untrue,  made  the  remark,  "  I  will 
see  you  through."  But  the  member  for 
Palmerston  said  that  when  the  officer  pro- 
duced a  statement  that  he  had  been  guilty  of 
deliberate  fraud  the  Minister  ought  then  to 
have  said  he  would  see  him  througn. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— No,  I  did  not. 

Mr.  MILLAR.— Well,  why  did  you  go  and 
bring  a  charge  that  he  said  that  if  Gaptain 
Allman  would  do  a  certain  thing  he  would 
stick  by  him  ?  You  will  not  say  he  ought  to 
have  seen  him  through  after  that  ?  He  had  a 
perfect  right — and  I  leave  it  to  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  to  say  whether  he  or  any  other 
Minister  ought  not  to  do  so— to  stand  by  his 
subordinate  if  he  was  in  the  right  when  charges 
were  made  against  him.  Well,  Sir,  after  that 
the  Government  wanted  to  satisfy  themselves 
in  connection  with  the  matter,  and  the  whole 
thing  was  placed  before  the  Secretary  of 
Marine  and  a  report  asked  for,  and  when  this 
report  came  up,  what  did  we  get  from  Mr. 
Allport?  We  got  from  Mr.  AUport  the  fact 
that  he  had  known  for  close  on  twelve  months 
that  this  certificate  had  been  got  by  fraud* 
There  were  three  certificates  he  mentioned — 
those  of  Gaptain  Jones,  Gaptain  Bendall,  and 
Gaptain  McLennan.  Was  Ministerial  authority 
asked  for  passing  Gaptain  Bendall  or  Gaptain 
McLennan?  There  is  no  memorandum  with 
regard  to  them.  I  do  not  know  whether 
Captain  Bendali  oould  pass  his  examination 
properly  or  not.  All  I  can  say  is,  from  my  own 
experience,  some  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  ago 
he  was  in  charge  of  the  compasses  on  board  a 
vessel  of  which  I  was  one  of  the  officers,  and 
we  had  no  trouble  whatever  with  those  com- 
passes. I  believe  him  to  be  a  thoroughly 
competent  adjuster.  Whether  he  passed  his 
examination  rightly  or  not  I  cannot  say,  but 
there  is  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Allport  that  he  did 
not.  Any  one  who  says  he  did  pass  honestly 
must  say  this:  Out  of  sixty  questions  a  man 
must  go  and  memorise  them  word  for  word, 
because  forty  are  given  to  the  candidate,  and 
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▼6a  do  not  know  what  the  forty  are  with 
the  exception  of  some  three  or  four,  and  ao 
jou  must  memorise  the  whole  lot.  I  must 
say  there  are  fev?  men  who  are  capable  of 
memorising  such  a  long  thing  as  that.  But 
if  Dame  Humour  is  to  be  believed  there 
are  more  oercificates  yet  to  be  called  into  ques- 
tion. I  have  heard  some  masters  on  the  coast 
■ay  it  has  been  a  wonder  to  them  how  suoh-and- 
■uoh  a  per-ton — I  am  not  g'>ing  to  mention 
names— got  bis  certificate.  These  men  may 
have  got  their  certificates  perfectly  honestly. 
I  do  not  know  whether  they  have  or  not,  but 
that  is  one  of  the  things  which  the  CommissioD 
sliould  find  out.  They  must  go  into  the  whole 
matter  and  find  out  everything  that  has  been 
done.  There  has  been  a  wonderful  amount  of 
confidence  evidenily  between  Mr.  All  port  and 
Mr,  Von  Schoen,  and  a  considerable  amount  of 
friendRhip,  because  in  January  last  Mr.  Von 
Schoen,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  was  employed  by 
the  Marine  Department.  I  have  taken  the 
trouble  to  look  through  the  records,  and  I  find 
that  during  the  last  five  years  he  has  been 
a  sort  of  perpetual  nautical  assessor  to  the 
department.  He  has  been  a  nauticflJ  as- 
■esHor  in  every  case  which  has  taken  place ; 
and  some  of  the  men  on  board  the  ships  say 
that  if  ever  they  got  into  trouble,  and  he  was 
one  of  the  assessors,  they  would  want  to  be 
tried  by  one  of  their  own  countrymen,  not 
by  a  foreigner.  During  the  la»-t  five  years  he 
has  received  over  £100  from  the  Oovernment, 
I  am  told,  as  fees  for  assessor.  I  will  give  you 
a  liHt  of  the  vessels — or,  at  any  rate,  a  number 
of  them.  He  has  been  on  the  **  Oraoe  Dent," 
the  "Thurso,"  the  "  Walnui,"  on  the  "Taka- 
pnna,"  the  **  Manaia,"  on  the  "  Goromandel  " 
twice,  on  the  *' Ohau,"  on  the  '*  Ara  Mara." 
on  the  "  John  Bell,"  on  the  <•  Fifeshire,"  on 
the  "  Delmira,"  and  on  others.  The  worst  fea- 
ture of  the  whole  thing,  to  my  mind,  is  this : 
£[ere  we  have  a  man  who  has  been  proved 
guilty  of  deliberately  conniving;  at  getting 
certificates  falsely,  and  yet  the  Marine  Depart- 
ment go  and  again  employ  that  man  no  later 
than  January  last.  The  case  was  then  before 
the  public,  you  might  say.  The  whole  of  the 
facts  of  the  case  were  known.  It  was  known 
to  Mr.  Allport  that  this  man  had  been  doing 
this  sort  of  work  in  connection  with  these 
certificates,  and  yet  in  the  face  of  this  the 
Oovernment  again  employ  him,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  Mr.  Allport,  because  Mr.  Glasgow 
says  that  Mr.  Allport  has  the  whole  control  of 
the  Marine  Department,  and  therefore  you  can- 
not dissociate  Mr.  Allport  from  anything  that 
la  done. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— And   unknown  to  the 
Minister. 

Mr.  MILLAR.— I  do  not  know  whether  it 
was  unknown  to  the  Minister  or  not,  but  I 
know  this  :  he  has  been  Adjuster  of  Compasses 
lor  some  time,  and  it  seems  that,  to  block  any 
opposition  to  himself  in  this  place,  he  has 
stopped  short  of  nothing— he  would  have  been 
prepared  to  do  anything.  It  appears  to  me, 
farther,  that  he  has  run  that  Marine  Depart- 
ment ;  and  I  Pay  that  one  portion  of  the  duty  of 
Ifr.  Millar 


the  Commission  will  be  to  thoroughly  inqntrs 
into  the  relationship  which  existed  between  Mr. 
Allport  and  Mr.  Von  Schoen ;  and,  if  one  half  of 
what  I  have  heard  is  true  in  couneciion  with 
the  affair,  if  Mr.  Allport  remains  much  longer 
in  the  service  it  will  be  a  greater  scandal  than 
anything  that  has  taken  place  in  New  Zealand 
for  some  time.  The  Government,  as  soon  as 
they  Kot  a  hint  of  this  information  thrjogh 
Mr.  Hutch eson's  speech,  set  to  work  to  get 
all  the  information  they  could,  and  after 
getting  these  reports  they  submitted  the 
whole  thing  to  the  Solicitor  General,  and 
thence  to  the  Crown  Prosecutor,  and  took 
action  against  these  men  for  the  canc^Ila'ion 
of  the  certificate  and  conspiracy.  If  they  were 
guilty,  and  knew  all  this  bad  been  going 
on,  was  that  the  course  for  them  to  take?  It 
does  not  appear  to  be  the  course  of  guilty  men, 
and  I  do  not  believe  the  public  think  thea 
guilty  men ;  and  now  this  Royal  Commission 
has  been  set  up  we  may  have  still  further 
light  thrown  on  this  matter.  I  sinotrely 
trust  that  will  be  the  result  of  the  Commis- 
sion. I  regret  the  honourable  member  fat 
Wellington  City  should  have  viewed  it  in  the 
way  he  has,  because  he  must  know  that  until 
the  present  Government  took  oflltce  nothing 
was  ever  done  for  the  maritime  population  of 
the  colony.  It  has  only  been  since  the  present 
Government  took  office  that  anything  has 
ever  been  done  for  the  maritime  population; 
and,  so  far  as  the  Minister  of  Marine  is  con- 
cerned, I  must  say  that  anything  I  bavs 
brought  before  him  he  has  endeavonred  to  give 
effect  to  as  far  afc  laid  in  his  power.  In  con- 
nection with  the  shipping  masten^,  I  personally 
do  not  want  to  tak«  any  credit  for  those  ap- 
pointments, nor  do  I  thmk  the  member  for 
Wellington  City  desires  to  do  bo.  We  feel 
satisfied  because  competent  men  have  been  ap- 
pointed. The  honourable  member  lor  Palmers- 
ton  said  I  was  away  when  the  thing  was  done. 
It  was  done  last  session. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbr. — No. 

Mr.  MILLAR. — Excuse  me ;  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  was  over  in  Nelson 
at  the  time— at  an  inquirv  connected  with  the 
loss  of  the  barque  "  William  Manaon."  A 
Committee  of  the  House  had  gone  over  there  to 
collect  evidence  when  the  matter  came  on.  I 
moved  the  reduction  of  the  vote  by  £1,  and  then 
I  moved  to  strike  out  £180  which  appeared  on 
the  estimates  for  Wellington ;  and  I  think  if 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  bad 
been  here  he  would  have  done  the  aame  tbin^ 
He  ia  entitled  to  credit,  and  I  give  him  the 
credit,  for  having  consistently  done  what  be 
could  in  the  matter ;  but  I.  say  that  in  the  poii* 
tion  which  he  is.  taking  up  now,  it  seems  t3  me, 
he  is  undoing  the  whule  good  he  has  done,  be- 
cause, if  it  means  anything,  it  means  that  he  ti 
opposing  the  only  ones*  who  have  ever  done 
anything  for  the  profession  to  which  we  belong 
in  favour  of  those  who  never  did  anything  for 
them.  In  this  way  he  is  undoing  the  whole 
of  the  good  he  has  done,  in  my  opinion.  I  do 
not  blame  him,  because  he  ia  entitled  to  bb 
opinions  in  the  same  way  that  I  hold  mine,  bat  I 
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fpgret  it  exceedingly,  because  we  ought  to  work 
u  one  in  the  furtheraooe  uf  questions  affecting 
the  profrKsion,  and  I  hope  we  shall  work  as 
one,  and  I  believe  we  shall.  THat  is  all  I  have 
to  say  in  connection  with  this  Marine  dispute. 
I  i'ltend  to  supi  ort  the  Commission,  because  I 
believe  the  Commission  will  thoroughly  probe 
the  whole  matter.  I  believe  from  day  to  day  * 
the  irbule  of  the  proceedings  will  be  published, 
because  I  trust  the  Press  will  be  present  and 
gife  reports  daily,  and  if  there  is  anything  to 
be  brought  out — I  do  not  care  whether  it  be 
against  the  Minister  or  the  heads  of  the  de- 
partment—I say,  in  the  interest  of  the  mara- 
time  population  of  the  colony,  and  in  the 
bteresta  of  the  public,  the  sooner  it  is  brought 
oat  the  better,  and  justice  done  to  all  those 
concerned. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  (Wellington  City).— I 
rise.  Sir,  to  make  a  pen-onal  explanation.  For 
the  second  time  I  feel  it  incumbent  on  me  to 
give  a  flat  and  unequivocal  denial  to  the 
statement  made  as  to  my  having  disclosed  the 
identity  of  the  person  accuned  of  obtaining  the 
certificate.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  it 
was  imposffible  that  I  could  di( close  his  iden- 
tity, knowing  as  I  do  that  I  was  not  aware  of 
his  identity.  My  informant  certainly  told 
me  that  the  man  accused  of  wrongdoing  in 
ooonection  with  the  certiflcate  was  at  present 
engaged  in  carrying  passengers  daily  up  and 
down  our  ooastfi,  and  that  entirely  took  my  sus- 
picions away  from  any  one  inside  the  harbour ; 
and  although  the  Premier  refeired— as  I  said  in 
my  ipeeoh — to  Jones,  so  XQuch  was  my  mind 
directed  to  some  ooast-gomg  captain  that  I 
really  did  not  understand,  Sir,  the  true  ex- 
planation of  the  matter  until  later,  when  the 
matter  was  about  to  come  before  the  Magis- 
tiaie*s  Court.  That  is  clearly  the  fact  of  the 
case,  and  it  is  clearly  impossible  I  could  have 
told  anv  one. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston).— I  wish  also,  Sir, 
to  make  a  personal  explanation.  The  honour- 
sble  member  for  Dunedin  City  stated  posi- 
tiveiy  I  was  «ioog  in  saying  that  this  dis- 
cossion  in  reference  to  the  appointment  of 
examiners  and  shipping-masters  at  the  diCfer- 
ent  ports  took  place  in  1897.  If  he  will  look  at 
Baruard,  2l8t  December,  1897,  he  will  see 
then  were  three  columns  of  discussion  on  the 
smendment  moved  by  Mr.  Hutoheson,  member 
for  Wrllington  City,  m  reference  to  this  very 
qnestion— exac'ly  one  year  before  the  member 
lor  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Millar)  said  he  brought 
it  up. 

Mr.  MILLAR  (Dunedin  City).— I  was  not 
referring  to  that  discussion  at  all.  I  brought 
it  up  long  before  that.  Mr.  Ward  was  then  the 
Minister  of  M  trine.  What  I  was  referring  to 
was  the  occa  ion  when  the  promise  of  the 
Government  was  given  that  the  shipping- 
masters  would  be  appointed — namely,  last 
year. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).  — Mr.  Speaker,  I 
think  we  can  clear  up  things  as  we  go  on,  and, 
ss  there  is  likely  to  be  unpleasantness  between 
myflelf  and  the  member  lor  Bruoe,  I  have  now 
before  me  the  Bruce  Herald  of  the  28th  Febru- 


ary, and  if  I  am  to  be  judged  on  newspaper 
reports  I  am  to  be  judged  on  this  report.  I  am 
reported  to  have  said,  **  The  grand  jury  man 
who  was  the  prime  mover  in  thin  was  the  bitter- 
est opponent  of  the  Government  in  Wellington, 
and  a  strong  supporter  of  John  Dulhie." 

An  Hon.  Member. — Where? 

Mr.  SBDDON.^At  Kaitangata.  The  Press 
Association  report  was  different  from  that.  I 
never  used  the  word  **  foreman  "  more  than  to 
mention  that  he  had  to  make  the  presentment. 
1  have  stood  this  misrepresentation  for  a  good 
few  months,  and  I  have  stood  it  in  this  debate 
several  times,  and  I  think  it  is  about  time  I  set 
mvself  right. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  (Bruce).  —  The  honourable 
gentleman  is  billing  to  be  judi^ed  by  newspaper 
reports.  He  has  quoted  ttie  Bnice  Herald.  1 
have  also  a  newspaper  report  to  quote  by  wa^r 
of  personal  explanation.  I  am  not  going  to  say 
that  mine  is  more  reliable  than  his.  Mine  in  the 
Otago  Daily  Times  for  the  27th  February,  1897, 
and  this  is  its  report  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's speech  :  **  The  grand-jury  man  who  was 
foreman  was  one  of  the  strongest  opponents  of 
the  Government  in  Wellington,  and  a  strong 
supporter  of  John  Duthie."  Sir,  I  myself  was 
present  when  that  occurred,  and  so  far  as  my 
recollection  goes,  and  so  far  as  my  pencilled 
notes  go,  the  Otcioo  Daily  Times  is  correct. 

Mr.  MORRISON  (Caversham).— On  the  point 
of  personal  explanation  I  may  say  that  I  was 
present  at  the  meeting  when  the  Preniier  ad- 
dressed the  electors  of  Kaitangata,  and  my 
recollection  of  the  matter  leads  me  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  Premier  is  correct. 

Hon.  Mbmbbrs.— Oh  t 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  do  not  suppose  I  can 
convince  those  honourable  gentlemen,  but  what 
I  am  going  to  state  to  the  House  is  this:  I 
remember  the  Premier  addressing  the  Kaita- 
ngata electors  on  the  grand-jury  system,  and 
how  he  had  attempted  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
abolish  grand  juries.  In  the  course  of  his 
remarks  he  took  occasion  to  refer  to  the  case  of 
the  grand  jury  that  had  been  sitting  in  Wel- 
lington, and  he  said  a  man  who  was  on  that 
jury  was  politically  biassed,  being  one  of  the 
bitterest  opponents  of  the  Government,  and  a 
friend  of  John  Duthie.  With  regard  to  the 
member  for  Brnce's  statement,  I  admit  the 
reporter  of  the  Bruce  Herald  was  present,  and 
also  a  reporter  from  the  Otago  Daily  Times; 
but  the  reporter  of  the  Ota^o  Daily  Times  only 
gave  a  very  short  synopsis  of  the  speech  tbajk. 
the  Premier  made,  whilst  the  Bruce  Herali 
gave  a  full  and  complete  account  of  the  speech, 
and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the  statement-of 
the  Bruce  Herald  is  thoroughly  reliable  «nd 
correct. 

Mr.  MONK  (Waitemata).— I  do  not  know, 
Mr.  Speaker,  why  this  special  demonstration 
is  made  by  the  clapping  of  hande  when  a  mem- 
ber rises  to  address  the  House.  I  think  that 
snch  a  custom  is  not  in  any  way  desirable. 
By  way  of  explanation  I  migbt\  remark  that 
my  object  in  rising  now  is  to  take  advantage  of 
the  special  opportunity  which  is  afforded  in 
the  debate  upon  the  Address  in  Reply  V>  ^ao} 
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with  matters  that,  by  the  forms  of  the  House, 
or  iDappropriateness,  coold  not  ooDveniently 
be  touohed  upon  at  any  other  time.  And  in 
that  respect  X  very  much  disagree  with  the 
statement  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Ellesmere  in  considering  that  the  debate  on 
the  Address  in  Reply  is  a  waste  of  time.  It 
gives  us  the  opportunity  of  expressing  com- 
plaints, or  of  our  disapproval  of  actions  that 
have  taken  place  during  the  recess.  Criticism 
on  any  other  occasion  than  that  afforded  by 
this  debate  would  be  irrelevant.  Now,  Sir,  I 
would  like  just  to  animadvert  for  a  moment  on 
the  attitude  taken  up  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ellesmere,  and  also  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City,  in  opposition  to  their 
opinions.  I  shall  vote  for  this  amendment, 
not.  Sir,  that  I  have  any  more  confidence 
in  the  reports  which  are  furnished  by  Com- 
mittees than  I  have  in  many  of  those  which 
have  been  furnished  by  Boyal  Commissions. 
The  Royal  Conmiission  would  furnish  a  report 
upon  the  evidence  brought  before  it,  and  it 
would  depend  very  largely  on  the  action  of  the 
Government  as  to  what  evidence  would  be  sup- 
plied. But  in  the  case  of  a  parliamentary 
Committee,  honourable  members  have  them- 
selves the  opportunity  of  eliciting  the  evi- 
dence  which  governs  their  convictions  as  to 
the  merits  of  the  case,  altogether  independent 
of  the  report  which  a  party  majority  may 
provide.  We  have  had  a  number  of  Com- 
mittees. For  instance,  take  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Riddiford  petition  last 
session.  Do  you  think  honourable  members 
are  influenced  by  that  report  in  the  least  de* 
gree,  or  attach  any  weight  to  it  ?  But  they  do 
attach  considerable  importance  to  the  evidence 
that  came  before  the  Committee  itself,  and 
honourable  members'  minds  are  influenced  by 
that;  and  when  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  puts  so  much  stress  upon  the  fact 
of  setting  up  a  Royal  Commission,  he  knows 
it  is  very  doubtful  whether  Gknything  like  the 
evidence  will  be  brought  out  before  that  Com- 
mission that  there  would  be  if  it  were  a  par- 
liamentary Committee,  and  that  if  those  con- 
nected with  the  AUman  scandal  were  brought 
before  the  Committee,  evidence  would  be 
elicited  on  which  the  country  would  be  in- 
formed, and  the  convictions  of  members  as 
to  innocence  or  guilt  would  be  founded  upon 
a  reasonable  measure  .of  personal  knowledge. 
That  is  the  difference  between  a  Royal  Com- 
mission and  a  parliamentary  Committee.  Now, 
in  order  that  I  may  not  be  shut  out,  I 
shall  pass  on  to  one  or  two  matters  that  to 
some  honourable  members  may  possibly  seem 
irrelevant,  but  I  consider  them  not  to  be  so, 
although  at  first  impression  they  may  seem  so, 
inasmuch  as  they  are  not  connected  with  the 
flonendment  before  the  House,  nor  yet  are  they 
mentioned  in  His  Excellency's  Address.  First 
of  all  I  wish  to  call  the  Premier's  attention  to 
the  question  of  the  penny  postage — the  inland 
postage  for  the  colony.  A  deputation  waited 
on  him  at  Helensville,  and  he  promised  to  give 
the  matter  his  special  attention,  and  yet  since 
then  nothing  seems  to  have  been  done.  I 
Mr,  Monk 


f  think  it  must  be  obvious  to  honourable  mem- 
bers that  a  twopenny  postage  in  the  colony  is 
a  sufficiently  high  charge,  and  that  even  if  the 
revenue  were  at  once  reduced  by  establishing 
the  penny  postage,  you  will  bear  in  mind  the 
very  smaU  amount  that  is  charged  on  letters 
.from  the  Old  Country,  and  the  reduction 
would  be  rapidly  compensated  lor  by  the  in- 
crease of  mail  matter.  There  is  another 
matter,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  which  I  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House.  Members  them- 
selves will  remember  that  I  placed  a  question 
last  session  before  the  Postmaster-GeneKsl 
asking  that  the  Queen's  head  should  be  re- 
stored to  the  postage-stamps  of  New  Zealand, 
and,  Sir,  he  dealt  frivolously  with  the  matter. 
«Q^  Let  me  assure  the  House  that  I  put 
^^'^'  that  question  at  my  own  instanoe,  but 
I  have  been  very  much  encouraged  at  the 
amount  of  sympathy  and  attention  with  which 
from  all  parts  of  the  colony  I  have  been  sup- 
ported in  the  question  I  then  put,  smd  I 
promised  to  renew  the  entreaty  I  pressed  oo 
the  Premier  last  session.  On  one  oooasion  I 
was  charmed  with  the  nice  and  eloquent  way 
in  which  the  Premier  told  me  of  the  gracious 
manner  in  which  Her  Majesty  acted  to  the 
colonial  Premiers  when  they  assembled  in 
her  palace  to  present  her  with  gifts  and  ad- 
dresses from  the  respective  countries  they 
represented.  He  told  me  how  she,  waiving 
on  one  side  the  formalities  with  whioh  her 
officials  had  designed  to  control  the  oooasion, 
and  calling  her  Indian  attendant,  and  support- 
ing herself  on  him,  walked  round  to  eaoh  of 
the  Premiers  and  sddressed  to  them  words  of 
sympathetic  greeting  to  the  people  they  repie- 
sen  ted.  And  as  he  told  the  story  he  oast  his 
eyes  in  heavenward  gaze  as  if  striving  to 
recall  the  queenly  compliments  with  whioh  he 
had  been  commissioned ;  and  yet,  would  yon  be- 
lieve it,  Sir,  notwithstanding  the  Boyal  favours 
with  which  he  had  been  treated,  in  censurable 
forgetfulnesB  of  the  noble  and  confidential 
title  with  which  his  Sovereign  had  invested 
him,  almost  his  very  first  official  act  after  that 
function  was  to  arrange  for  the  withdrawal 
from  our  daily  gase — from  familiarity  with  our 
social  and  business  life— of  that  impressive 
effigy  that  for  over  sixty  years  has  been  to  the 
British  people  the  exalted  emblem  of  a  mighty 
and  triumphant  brotherhood.  It  distresses  ms 
to  think  he  could  so  soon  forget  the  affability 
and  the  queenly  tenderness  that  had  so  softened 
away  from  him  the — 

Awe  and  majesty 
Wherein  doth  sit  the  dread  and  rear  of  kings. 

And  for  what  did  he  so  sacrifice  the  demands  of 
ordinary  chivalry,  to  say  nothing  of  the  respect 
due  to  his  venerated  Sovereign — ^for  what? 
For  a  pound  or  two  of  revenue ;  for  a  cause  no 
higher  or  a  motive  no  better  than  the  sordid 
interests  of  a  few  philatelists,  who  have 
managed  to  secure  for  their  craze  the  im- 
portance with  which  fashion  can  invest  the 
merest  trifies :  for  our  postage-stamps  are 
now  wanting  in  what  I  deem  the  indispensable 
expression  that  asserts  the  sway  now  main- 
tained by  British   interests    throughout   this 
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planel.    The  artist  haa  divested  these  stamps, 
in  the  form  in  whioh  we  now  have  them,  of  every 
feature  representing  or  suggesting  the  ImperisJ 
ud  maritime  aspinktions  for  whioh  our  people 
are  now  famoas.    Some  honourable  members 
ace  meenni^  at  this.    I  wish   they   oould   be 
aotoated  with   the   feeling  I  wish  to   stir  in 
their  hearts.    I  do  not  sneer  at   them   when 
khey  give  utteranoe  to  speech  whioh  has  no 
foondation  in  fact  for  the  purpose  of  support- 
ing party  interest  and  domination.      If  only 
an  Imperial  spirit  oould  be  aroused  in   this 
Chamber  snoh  oonduct  oould  not  take  plaoe. 
I  am  not  a  party-man  in  the  strict  sense  of 
the  term.    I  am  ready  to  vote  with  any  man 
or  party  who  will  do  right,  and  the  Premier 
can  command    my   support   by   introducing 
mto    his    administration   integrity    of     pur- 
pose and   patriotic   concern   for    the  welfare 
lesolting  from  the  fruition  of   influences  we 
have  set   up    during    our   lifetime.      But    I 
appeal  te  honourable  members  to  say  if  in 
their  hearte  the  conviction  does  not  rest  that 
during  the  progress  of  this  debate  some  have 
been  raising  party  strife  to   blind  away   the 
offenoe  for  which  Ministers  themselves,  if  true, 
should  be  on   their  trial.     And  I  say  that 
Uinistors,  instead  of  burking  inquiry  in  the 
manner  they  propose  to  do,  should  try  to  act 
with  such  integrity  of  purpose  as  would  chal- 
lenge and  defy  any  investigation,  and  not  make 
it  a  Ministerial  question.    Let  me  remark  on 
the  speech  of  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Marine 
whioh  we  had  the  other  evening.   The  Minister 
rose,  tall,  straight,  and  defiant,  around  his  head 
a  thunder-charged  nimbus,  which  he  scattered 
in  vengeful  subdivisions  around  this  chamber. 
He  was  begging  the  case  altogether.    I  should 
have  been  oetter  pleased  if  he   had    quietly 
isiured  the  House  that,  when  urging  further 
interference  on  Mr.  Jones's  behalf,  Ministers 
had  had  no  previous  knowledge  whatever  of  Mr. 
Glasgow's  memorandum  that  Jones  was  not 
fitted  to  receive  a  master's  certificate.    That 
would  have  done  more  to  imbue  me  with  an 
opinion  of  his  innocence,  if  he  could  have  made 
a  statement  like  that.    I  shall  now  resume  my 
intenrnpted  remarks  upon  the  matter  of  the 
Queen's  head.    I  wish  to   call   the  attention 
of  the  House  to  those  postage-stamps :  that 
M  we   now    have    them    they   inflict   upon 
the  people    of    New  Zealand  —  isolated    and 
comparatively  small  as  we    are  —  a  political 
wmng,  in  that  their  trend  is  to  let  the  foreign 
offioes  forget  that  which  we  should  specially 
desire  them  to  remember — that  New  Zealand 
is  part  of    the    British    Empire.    For  these 
Btampe  are    now    reft   of  every  vestige  har- 
monizing   with    that   vast   international   in- 
tonourse    maintoined    through    those   postal 
exohangee  in  which  we   have   a  share.     Of 
oonrse,  I  am  now  alluding  to  our  stomps  for 
postal  porposee,  having  no    purpose    beyond 
(hat  of  raising  revenue ;  indeed,  there  is  no- 
thing in  the  lot  to  remind  one  that  they  are 
anything  more  than  the  paper  tokens  of  the 
tax-gatherer's  clutohes.    For  excise  and  local 
revenue    purposes   they  are  passable  —  good 
enough.     The  kiwi  and  the  huia,  as  represent- 


ing unique  types  of  New  Zealand  birds,  are 
among  the  best,  and  for  municipal  stamps 
are  ideal  forms;  and  also  the  kea,  or  moun- 
tein- parrot,  which  gorges  on  the  fat  of  the 
sheep  it  hunts  in  the  weird  savagery  of 
ite  sub- alpine  home,  boring  its  cruel  beak 
into  the  loins  of  ite  still-writhing  victim.  The 
latter  should  be  reserved  for  our  Customs 
stamp,  as  being  eminently  typical  of  the  fls- 
cal  rapacity  of  the  present  tariff.  With  these 
few  exceptions,  were  it  not  for  the  printed  ex- 
planation  there  is  little  in  the  pictures  by 
which  to  recognise  the  objecta  they  are  sup- 
posed to  represent.  Now,  there  are  those  who 
say  to  me,  "  Well,  it  does  not  much  matter,  Mr. 
Monk,  about  the  Queen's  head  on  our  stamps ; 
she  is  so  well  known."  But  that  is  all  the 
greater  reason  why  that  head  should  be  there. 
Nobody  knows  better  the  advantages  of  ad- 
vertising than  the  Premier.  Not  that  our 
Queen  requires  advertising—oh,  no;  but  we 
cannot  be  too  continuously  or  too  deeply 
impressed  with  the  advantages  we  possess  as 
compared  with  other  Qovemmente  in  living 
under  a  Constitution  of  whioh  Her  Majesty  is 
the  figure  head.  No  one  knows  better  than  the 
Premier  the  advantages  of  advertising.  I  had 
a  couple  of  years  ago  an  invitation  to  go  to  a 
limelight  exhibition  of  the  Premier's  Jubilee 
trip,  and  as  I  came  away  I  found  myself 
involuntarily  going  through  a  recitation  in 
which  Mr.  Seddon's  name  was  mixed  up  with 
the  charge  of  the  Light  Brigade : — 

Seddon  in  front  of  us, 

Seddon  to  right  of  us, 

Seddon  lo  left  of  us, 
Seddon  eyerywhere. 
I  can  assure  you  nobody  knows  better  than 
the  Premier  the  sway  that  can  be  maintained 
over  our  minds  through  an  impressive  future 
presented  through  the  eyesight.  Look  how 
the  Premier  is  using  the  photographic  art  to 
prepare  him  for  the  next  election.  Whyi  there 
IS  not  a  lady  elector  in  the  colony  but  will  have 
him  in  her  mind's  eye,  for  approval  or  other- 
wise, as  she  has  seen  him  togged  out  in  the 
fantestio  splendour  of  his  Masonic  regalia. 
Then,  again,  there  are  those  who  tell  me  that 
this  stamp  business  of  which  I  am  complain- 
ing is  only  a  matter  of  sentiment.  Well,  Mr. 
Speaker,  as  I  have  said  before,  I  think  such  an 
assertion  as  that  arises  from  insufficiency  of 
consideration.  Tell  me,  and  explain  to  me, 
what  are  the  sentimento  of  a  people,  and  I  will 
say  what  constitutes  the  backbone  of  their 
national  character;  for  the  social,  the  re- 
ligious, and  political  virtues  and  qualities  of 
a  people  have  their  vitality  and  strength  in 
proportion  as  they  are  fostered  bv  the  deeply 
rooted  sentiments  that  have  place  in  the 
hearte  of  the  people ;  and  a  statesman  is  not 
worthy  of  the  name  who  does  not  put  in  the 
front  rank  of  his  political  efforts  the  aim  to  foster 
every  influence,  no  matter  how  subtle  or  in- 
tangible, that  will  mould  with  elevating  pressure 
the  best  characteristics  in  the  social  and  public 
life  of  his  people.  And  I  ask  you  if,  in  sweeping 
away  the  Queen's  head  from  our  postage- stomps, 
it  has  not  been  the  effacement  of  an  impressive 
figure  that,  as  we  view  it,  fills  our  thoughts 
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with  conoerD  for  the  welfare  of  a  great  national 
life.  I  feel  unfeigned  shame  at  the  action  of 
any  Qovernmeut  that  on  its  postage -stamps 
can  Bubstitute  any  other  form  for  the  profile  of 
our  Queen,  ^ith  its  replete  significance  of  racial 
profiresH  and  national  grandeur  ;  and  I,  for  one, 
shall  nev*r  oease  to  complain— so  long  as  Her 
Majesty  lives,  or  so  long  as  I  have  life — until 
the  effigy  of  that  Royal  head  is  restored  to 
the  postage  stamps  of  this  colony — placed 
there,  as  it  oight  to  be,  if  only  in  compli- 
mentary homage  to  the  motherhood  of  our 
racial  home.  And  higher  still,  and  even  of 
more  moment,  is  the  educational  aspect  of 
this  matu-r.  For  who  is  there  with  British 
Mood  in  his  veins  who  can  refleclingly  gaze 
on  that  head  and  not  feel  his  heart  quicken 
its  beat  responsive  to  thoughts  animated  with 
pride  of  race  and  the  love  of  country — not  only 
love  for  the  country  in  which  our  homes  are 

S laced,  but  also  for  those  far-ofi  isles — that 
istorio  land  where  stands  the  home  of  the 
parent  State?  And  that  head  appeals  to  our 
imagination  as  well  as  to  our  hearts — appealing 
even  in  the  mute  eloquence  with  which  it 
asserts  its  claim  to  a  transcendent  fame,  bring- 
ing to  our  minds  the  story  of  a  reign  that  is 
distinguished  for  a  towering  ascent  of  British 
power,  and  specially  replete  with  scientific 
discovery  and  marvellous  invention — a  reign 
in  which  the  feats  of  Aladdin  dwarf  before 
the  oolosous  of  her  people's  wealth,  and  the 
poet  in  the  highest  fervour  of  his  dreams  but 
acts  the  dropsy  laggard  in  the  wake  cf  her 
nation's  progrtss.  Mr.  Speaker,  hers  is  a 
reign  we  ought  to  specially  cherish  and  re- 
vere, because  it  is  a  reign  instinct  with  the 
highest  genius  of  a  sceptred  sway  that  has 
bound  British  colonies  in  love  to  herself 
and  infu>-ed  them  with  the  bonding  spirit  of 
Imperial  brotherhood.  Hers  is  a  reign  asso- 
ciated more  than  any  other  with  legislation 
and  administration  that  have  been  for  the 
welfare  of  the  people.  Why,  even  much  of  the 
militancy  of  her  reign,  horrible  as  war  is,  have 
been  influences  in  that  direction.  Last,  and 
not  least,  is  the  Battle  of  Omdurman,  with  its 
savage  revelry  of  human  carnage  ;  but  it  gave 
assuiance  to  the  down-trodden  sons  of  the 
Soudan  that  the  Moslem  muat  cease,  and  its 
Satanic  rigivie  of  bloodshed  and  slavery  would 
be  Huperi^eded  by  the  sway  of  Christian  Britain. 
And  amid  that  cruel  rattle  of  Martini- Enfield 
and  Maxim  was  heralded  to  Europe  the  pledge 
that  from  Alexandria  to  Capetown  the  tele- 
graph and  railway  shall  gird  the  loins  of 
Aftica  with  the  alluring  cestus  of  British  ad- 
ministration and  civilisation.  Surely,  Sir,  a 
reign  that  is  replete  with  such  associations 
as  that  should  train  our  hearts  to  throb  with 
loyalty  to  sentiments  of  Imperial  unification, 
making  us  even  yearn  for  an  ideal  federation — 
the  federation  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  through- 
out the  world — a  federation  that,  when  accom- 
plished, J  believe  will  have  the  power  to  order 
for  all  the  civilis^'d  nations  of  the  earth  the 
millennium  of  inviolable  peace.  And  shame  on 
ns,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  impulse  of  such  exalted 
hopes  does  not  prompt  to  our  lips  the  boast 
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that  we  are  one  in  race,  and  subjects  of  tin 
greatest  ruler  that  ever  wore  diadem,  that  we 
live  and  are  free  beneath  the  ssgis  of  the  most 
renowned  banner  that  ever  waved,  and  that  the 
humblest  hearth  in  New  Zealand  is  a  part  of 
the  greatest  and  widest  empire  ever  known. 
Do  you  think.  Sir,  I  am  wrong  in  pleading  for 
the  replacing  of  the  effigy  of  a  head  so  sigoifi- 
ccuit  with  transcendent  memories  upon  the 
pofttage-stamps  of  our  colony  ? 

Hon.  Membbbs  — Oh,  oh  1 

Mr.  MONK. — I  am  astonished  that  jonng 
New-Zealanders  can  laugh'  at  that.  I  fear 
that  the  young  New  Zealander  does  not  }et 
rf  aiise  the  value  of  being  part  of  the  British 
Empire,  by  the  protection  of  which  he  essajt 
to  cheek  every  Asiatic  with  impunity.  I  am 
serious  in  what  I  am  saying.  I  crave  of  the 
Government  not  to  regard  what  I  have  said  on 
this  subject  as  words  that  have  been  lightly 
uttered,  or  as  of  little  worth — as  the  echoes  of 
an  idle  fancy  ;  but  that  they  will  speedily  restore 
to  the  stamps  the  effigy  of  that  Royal  head ; 
that  one  and  all  will  strive  and  help  to  baild 
up  that  which  we  very  much  need — a  public 
spirit,  an  exalted  sentiment — a  sentiment  that 
will  enrich  our  Civil  Service  with  inspiring 
traditions,  and  that  will  secure  for  the  benefit 
of  our  country,  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest 
of  our  officials,  an  unswerving  allegiance  to 
the  claims  of  equity,  truth,  and  joetioe  that 
will  make  impossible  even  the  suspicion  of 
a  Marine  scandal  or  a  Wrigg  rascality.  Now, 
Sir,  I  have  a  little  more  to  say  on  another 
matter.  The  honourable  member  for  Wai' 
apu  made  a  few  remarks  with  reference  to 
Maori  matters,  and  I  was  astonished  at  the 
manner  in  which  the  honourable  member 
spoke,  when  I  remember  that  the  blood-blend 
in  his  veins  should  make  him  infinitely  more 
sympathetic  than  myself,  who  am  moved  by  an 
abstract  sense  of  justice  for  a  much  hombugged 
and  wronged  people.  And,  Sir,  there  was  one 
other — the  honourable  member  for  Motneka— 
who  derided  the  idea  of  giving  the  Natives  free 
trade  in  regard  to  their  land.  I  am  nut  so 
much  anxious  that  there  should  be  free  trtiie 
as  that  trade  and  individualisation  of  Native 
lands  should  be  encouraged,  and  that  the  Natives 
should  have  an  equitable  price  paid  to  them 
for  that  land.  If  the  honourable  member  bad 
his  property  bound  down  by  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment so  that  he  could  only  receive  one-third  of 
its  value  on  its  purchasing- power,  he  would 
think  it  an  outrage,  and  declare  it  an  im- 
possibility for  Europeans  to  be  so  treated. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  there  are  improved 
relations  betwixt  our  Administration  and  the 
Natives,  and  also  in  the  sentiments  of  the 
Waikatos  and  Mahuta.  I  cannot  understand 
why  an  invidious  selection  of  his  name  should 
be  made  as  against  so  many  other  chiefs  who 
have  proved  their  loyalty  in  self-denial  and 
sacrifice.  This  paragraph  in  His  £2xoelleney*s 
Address  is  misleading.  Mahuta  is  a  Native 
chief  with  an  inborn  sense  of  hospitality  in  hia 
nature,  and  he  received  the  Qovernor  with  the 
hospitality  always  accorded  by  a  chief  to  a 
distinguished  visitor,  and  his  own  people  would 
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have  eried  abame  on  him  bad  be  done  less. 
I  say  that  the  eff  >rt8  of  the  Natives  to-day  are 
U>  diftoourage  and  di^sooiate  themselves  from 
any  conneotion  witM  the  Government,  and  they 
wish  to  exolude  it  from  putting  another  finger 
00  their  land,  and  in  some  places  they  wish 
that  not  another  piece  of  their  iand  should  go 
through  the  Native  Land  Court.  I  think  we 
OQght  to  encourage  and  help  them  to  put  their 
land  through  the  Native  Land  Court  and  in- 
dividualise  their  holdings,  as  the  very  best 
method.  Sir,  of  correcting  those  unhappy  con- 
ditions now  prevailing  at  Parlhaka,  and  in  a 
lest  degree  at  a  number  of  other  places, 
and  malce  them  responoible  for  their  welfare 
and  progress  bv  assiduous  lab  >nr  and  tilth  of 
the  soil.  A  Native  chief  said  to  me  the  other 
day,  io  reply  to  my  question,  **  Would  you  not 
like  to  have  the  lands  thrown  open  so  that  you 
eoold  neftotiare  for  the  highest  market  price  ?  " 
**  No,  I  have  ceased  to  care  about  that  now." 
"Do  yon  like  this  Government  control,  allowing 
ttiem  to  fix  their  own  price  ?  '*  **No,  I  do  not 
like  it,  hot  it  is  my  fault  if  I  sell  my  land  at  the 
priee  they  offer,  and  so  I  have  had  nothing  to  do 
with  them."  What  is  the  reason  for  the  closing- 
op  of  the  Native  Land  C  lurt?  Simply  that  the 
Natives  are  disgusted  with  the  lottery  of  Land 
Court  jodgmentf*,  and  have  no  confidence  in 
them.  If  an  honourable  member  sitting  on 
tbi4  side  of  the  House  were  to  tell  the  Ptory  of 
lome  of  the  transactions  in  the  East  Coast 
Land  and  Validation  Courts  they  would  be 
found  to  be  simply  appalling,  and  unworthy  of 
oor  race.  Take  some  of  the  judgments  of 
Jnd^e  Barton,  and  some  of  the  messing  jugglery 
of  Judge  Gudgeon,  and  the  traosactions  con- 
nected with  his  Court.  I  say  they  are  most  un- 
worthy of  us.  Nobody  knows  better  than  the 
hoDoarable  member  for  Waiapu  how  the  Natives 
have  been  wronged.  The  Natives  have  had  an 
interest  given  them  in  land  where  they  had  no 
tight  to  it,  while  others,  selling  the  whole  of 
their  interest  in  a  block,  and  arranging  to  relin- 
qoish  all  claim  on  the  residue,  have  afterwards, 
when  for  adjudication  that  land  came  before 
tils  Native  Land  Court,  been  allowed  to  rank 
equally  with  the  others  who  previously  had 
bad  nothing.  Time  will  not  allow  me  to  more 
than  remark  upon  this  snbjeot  now.  Then, 
praiM  is  given  with  regard  to  the  Library  before 
noiiciog  its  merits,  and  I  want  to  review  the 
iMertions  made  from  the  other  side,  which 
were  recklessly  and  inaccurately  hurled 
•gainst  the  Opposition  —  that  it  objected 
to  the  amount  of  money  being  spent  on  the 
Library.  It  was  the  manner  in  which  the 
iTinistry  assumed  power  to  spend  the  money 
without  first  obta  ning  the  consent  of  the 
psop)«'s  representatives.  I  would  not  have 
oared — indeed,  1  might  have  entertained  it — 
had  £100,000  been  voted  for  a  national  bnilding 
tkat  would  be  something  to  be  proud  of,  and 
ttiat  would  have  been  spent  over  a  course  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  vears,  so  that  there  would 
have  been  a  building  monumentally  erected 
that  for  centuries  posterity  could  look  up  to  as 
the  embodiment  of  our  aspirations.  £100,000 
eoold  have  been  spent,  and  rightly  spent,  in 


this  manner,  while  under  other  circumstances 
it  may  be  wrong  for  thone  honourable  gentle- 
men to  spend  a  pound.  Do  not  think  I 
am  parRiukonious,  or  that  I  would  object  to 
spending  any  reasonable  sum  on  such  a  public 
buildiitg  as  I  have  indicated.  What  I  objeot  to 
is  the  spending  of  money  wrongly — the  taking 
of  money  from  the  pocket  of  the  taxpayer  and 
not  using  it  to  the  be*t  advantage  in  his  in- 
terest, but  uping  it  for  political  purposes,  for 
corrupting  influences — in  the  unnec-^ssary  crea- 
tion of  billets  and  departments.  That  i^  what 
I  object  to.  The  cardinal  aim  of  an  Adminis- 
tration should  be  to  return  for  the  opntribu- 
tions  of  the  taxpayer  a  commendable  and 
equitable  equivalent.  The  Library  is  praised, 
and  for  what  we  have  got  evidently  money 
has  been  no  object ;  but,  let  me  say,  it  might 
have  been  spent  with  better  results.  We 
might  have  had  something  like  a  building, 
faultless  in  regard  to  magnitude,  if  a  sufficieut 
sum  had  been  distributed  over  a  term  of  fifteen 
or  twenty  years.  Then,  in  the  end,  there  would 
have  been  something  to  look  at,  and  not,  as  it 
is  now,  a  building  in  which  we  have  not  the 
proper  conveniences  for  our  Committee  meet- 
ings, for  instance,  where  real  hard  work  is  done. 
The  Committee-rooms  are  not  as  large  as  some 
that  we  had  before.  And  then,  take  some  of  its 
architectural  features  as  they  are  before  us. 
I  believe  there  was  the  idea  of  having  a  lion 
overlooking  the  en* ranee.  I  like  the  idea  of 
that  lion.  Sir.  There  is  something  grand  and 
great  in  it,  and  it  feels  very  consoling  to  think 
that  lion  is  overlooking  these  premises  while  wa 
are  passing  through  the  Legit^lature  such  paltry 
and  cheeky  stuff  as  we  sometimes  riot  over.  I 
like  to  be  reminded  and  feel  that  I  can  look 
up  to  the  lion.  But  how  can  I  do  it  when  I  look 
up  and  find  a  poodle  on  the  extremity  of  the 
central  pinnacle  in  front  of  the  building  outside 
which  has  no  resemblance  to  a  lion  ?  Let  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  strike  it  off  and 
make  the  column  a  little  higher,  ending  in  a 
tablet  with  suitable  capitals  beneath,  and  place 
a  thorough  lion's  face  and  head  on  top  of  it 
that  would  beoome  the  dignity  of  a  Parlia- 
ment building.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
wants  a  model  let  him  take  Rosa  Bonheur'a 
head  of  an  *'  Old  Monarch,"  and  we  could  fancy 
the  British  lion  up  there— something  that  would 
be  recognised  as  a  lion,  and  not  a  poodle.  We 
do  not  want  anything  poodlish  here — neither 
in  the  country  nor  in  this  House.  I  want 
the  young:  New-Zealanders  as  they  come  to 
this  building  to  recognise  the  lion's  head,  and 
think  of  it  as  forming  part  of  our  national 
ooat-of-arms,  and  as  the  emblem  of  British 
power  that  allows  us,  with  the  favour  of  Pro- 
vidence, to  dwell  in  safety,  no  one  daring  to 
make  us  afraid.  As  I  went  into  the  building, 
with  its  antespaces,  loud  and  pretentious,  a  fine 
flight  of  steps  met  my  eye,  but  marred  with 
some  ugly  brass  newels  that  would  be  splendid 
on  the  stairs  of  a  grand  hotel,  bat  are  utterly 
unworthy,  Sir,  of  being  in  a  public  building 
like  ours.  Why  are  they  there  ?  They  ought 
to  have  been  in  massive  form,  made  out  of 
wavy   puriri,  richly  carved   in  features  indi- 
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genons  to  the  Land  of  the  Moa.    I  would  like 
to  have  had  the  cellingB  margined  with  beau- 
tifal  cornices,  bat    the  spaoee  to  have  been 
left  blank,  so  as  to  be  hereafter  enriched  with 
memorial  efforts  of  the  genins  with  which  I 
hope  that  some  of  oar  native-bom  shall  be 
l^ifted.    Then,  I  would  like,  in  a  ooontry  like 
this,  that   is   so   full   of   natural   beauty— a 
oountry  that  is   specially  rich    in  forms  in- 
stinct with    Gothic  ideals — that   a   national 
bailding  like  the  Library,  which  is  to  be  a 
national  storehouse  of  our  literature,  should 
be  enriched  by  designs  taken  from  our  native 
scenery.    There  is  not  a  single  lineament  ex- 
pressing sympathy  or  appreciation  of  the  many 
Associations  belonging  'to  New  Zealand,  and 
of  the  many  beautiful  forms  we  have  in  this 
^)ountry.    Why,  I   have  seen  glens  or  small 
valleys  so  thickly  grown    with    noble  kauri- 
trees  that  when  the  underscrub  was  cleared 
from  beneath  them  preparatory  to  felling  yoo 
•Gould  not  look  through  the  vista  of  tall  sym- 
metrical columns  with  their  fine  limbs  grace- 
fully arching  high  overhead  and  beautifully 
^^  ^     interlacing,  with  heavenward    trend, 
^^'^*    without  feeling  a  thrill  of  the  inspira- 
tion that  has  given  birth  to  Gtothic  fanes ;  and 
the  chastened   light    as   it  reverentlv  strove 
ithrough  the  towering  foliage  suffused  within 
those  precincts  a  solemn  gloom  that  almost 
impelled  one   to   peer    around   for  the  inner 
•shrine  of  the  creative  spirit  that  had  ordered 
■for  itself  so  magnificent  a  temple ;  and  super- 
stition would  so  invest  it  —  for  it  had  once 
•been  the  haunt  of  the  taniwha — were  it  not 
for  the  callous  hauteur  of  our  education,  that 
^merely  catalogues   it  as   relatively  to   other 
works  among  the  microscopic  marvels  of  the 
:Univer8al  Architect.     In  a  country  like  this, 
^Abounding  in  incentive  to  constructive  senti- 
ment in  the  structure  of  a  public  library  build- 
ing, and  not  to  have  a  single  feature  express- 
Ting   attachment    to  our   land,    is   a    shame. 
(They  have  acorns  and  oak- leaves  in  plentv; 
•there  is  the  rose  and  the  shamrock,  and  the 
sturdy  form  of  the  Scotch  thistle  asserts  itself ; 
and,  as  those  emblems  mingle  with  the  tradi- 
itions  and  history  we  inherit,  I  hope  there  will 
^be  never  in  New  Zealand  any  one  to  begrudge 
;them  a  place.     But  nowhere  is  the  tawhara 
JFreycinetia  banksiij^  ft  form  so  beautiful  that 
X  have  not  yet  seen  the  artist  whose  efforts 
4iave  done  it  justice.     Where  is  the  rotorau 
•fern,  or  the  Prince  of  Wales's  feather — the 
-sprig  of  the  titoki  and  the  puriri:  each  leaf, 
fruit,  and  flower  a  form  for  the  eye  to  dwell 
.on  ?    Where  is  the  nikau,  the  tapering  curves 
of  the  para?    Nowhere  are  they  to  be  found. 
Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  not  in  the  whole  of  that 
building  one  touch  bespeaking  an  affectionate 
.regard  for  the  rare  and  unique  fauna  in  which 
this  country  abounds ;  nowhere  is  to  be  found 
an  instance  of  Native  love  paying  tribute  to 
our   choice    inheritance    of    forms    belonging 
to  New  Zealand.     I  would  further  say  that 
there  is  not  in  the  whole  structure  any  repre- 
sentation of  the  sprouting  frond  of  the  ma- 
muka,  or  giant  fern— a  perfect  scroll.     No- 
where  in  the  building  is  there  anywhere  ex- 
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htbited  what  I  might  term  a  toooh  of  our 
native  life,  and  the  forms  speoially  adapted 
for  Gk)thic  decoration.  Why  is  this,  Mr. 
Speaker?  Is  it  that  oar  aeniiments,  like 
most  of  our  politioians,  are  imported?  Is  it 
that  we  are  aliens,  oblivions  and  inaen- 
suous  to  the  unborn  charms  of  the  soenie 
beauty  by  which  we  are  sorrounded  7  Is 
it— if  I  mav  use  the  term— that  the  New 
Zealand  soal  is  not  yet  fashioned  —  aye,  yet 
unheard  its  birth-cry— that  will  inspire  her 
chiefs  to  render  worthy  devotion  at  the  shrine 
of  our  national  reputation  ?  Until  that  is  the 
case,  how  can  we  expect  that  the  masnes 
of  the  people  will  feel  the  neoessity  for  the 
elevating  influence  of  high  ideals  of  social 
and  politioal  life  by  which  to  determine  the 
stancTard  of  our  national  honour — a  standard 
which  will  make  all  the  difficulties  with  whieh 
the  honourable  occupants  of  those  benches 
have  to  contend  lighter.  I  feel  for  the  diffi- 
culties with  which  they  have  been  confronted ; 
they  are  the  result  of  a  weakness  of  moral 
feeling  in  the  Cabinet.  It  is  the  giving  way 
to  the  pressure  of  outside  influences,  leading 
them  to  do  that  which  in  their  hearts  they 
Imow  to  be  wrong.  Now  I  shall  allade  to 
what  might  be  termed  the  shadows  of  the 
scandals  that  have  occurred.  I  think  it  most 
have  been  impressed  on  the  mind  of  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  that  it  is  only  incidental  in- 
stances which  they  become  aware  of :  that  the 
general  spirit  of  our  administration  is  nnsound. 
And  that  is  why  I  would  plead  for  a  higher  and 
nobler  sentiment  of  social  and  politioal  con- 
duct. Now,  I  would  like  to  pass  on  to  another 
matter.  The  triennial  elections  are  about  to 
come  on.  With  respect  to  myself  and  my 
political  conduct,  I  can  challenge  any  one  to 
call  in  question  the  purity  of  my  purpose.  I 
have  no  axe  to  grind.  I  charge  the  Premier 
with  practising  a  recklessness  of  assertion— a 
recklessness  with  regard  to  acouraoy  and 
facts  —  which  is  exceedingly  irritating,  and 
which  is  in  itself  a  scandal.  I  use  that 
word  with  due  consideration.  I  am  not  going 
to  take  a  newspaper  report — which  the  Premier 
so  frequently  objects  to— but  I  have  made  it  a 
rule,  which  I  have  carried  out  with  one  excep- 
tion, and  that  was  the  last  speech  of  the 
Premier  made  in  Auckland — I  have  made  it 
a  rule  to  go  and  hear  him  deliver  himself  from 
the  platform.  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  do  so. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  be  accused  of  misrepre- 
senting him  now.  What  I  shall  state  with  re- 
gard to  his  recessional  speeohes  I  state  after 
hearing  what  he  said  and  knowing  the  actual 
facte.  One  irritating  matter  that  I  have 
heard  the  Premier  indulge  in  in  every  speech 
that  he  has  made  is  this:  he  has  wa  the 
Opposition  wish  to  have  workhooaae  in  the 
colony.  Now,  honourable  members  know  right 
well  that  the  Opposition  are  as  liberal  in  their 
sentiments  as  any  party  in  this  House,  to 
that  I  defy  any  body  of  men  to  ohallengs 
their  conduct.  I  do  not  say  that  others  ars 
not  equal,  but  there  is  one  thing  I  will  say, 
and  that  is  that  in  the  speeches  made  ij 
the  members  of  the  Opposition  some  regard 
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is  paid  to  aoouraoy  of  statement,  and  there  is 
no  endeavour  to  bring  in  remarks  of  a  merely 
irritating  character.  To  give  an  illustration: 
When  the  Premier  said  the  Opposition  desired 
to  have  workhouses  in  the  country  he  descrihed 
the  workhouse  system,  and  he  said  the  aged 
wife  was  taken  from  her  partner — the  old 
woman  was  pat  in  a  room  by  herself,  where  she 
would  mope,  hang  her  jaw,  and  say  nothing ; 
no  hope — and  what  is  a  human  being  without 
hope? — and  the  same  thing  would  happen  to 
the  old  man  in  another  room.  Then  they 
would  die,  and  a  cart  would  be  baoked  up  to 
the  door,  and  their  bodies  would  be  flung  into 
it,  and 

Battle  their  bones  over  the  etonee 

They  are  only  poor  p&apera,  whom  nobody  owns. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  not  that  a  slander? 
Why  should  the  Premier  indulge  in  suoh  state- 
ments as  these  ?  They  only  create  bad  feeling; 
and  I  say  the  business  and  function  of  a  Pre- 
mier when  he  goes  round  the  colony  should  be 
to  educate  the  people  in  politics,  and  not  to 
jet  class  against  class.  Then,  there  is  another 
statement  which  I  have  heard  him  make.  He 
bassaid  that  the  Opposition  would  desire  that 
people  should  have  freeholds  so  that  their  pro- 
perties might  be  flung  into  the  hands  of  the 
money-lender,  so  that  they  could  foreclose 
when  it  suited  them ;  and  he  has  also  said  that 
it  ie  the  mortgagee  who  pa^s  the  mortgage- 
tax.  Does  he  believe  that  himself  ?  No,  Mr. 
Speaker;  but  he  imagines  that  he  can,  with  his 
impressive  manner,  mislead  the  people  who  do 
not  think  out  the  facts  for  themselves.  That 
tax  he  knows  is  one  of  the  most  lujust  and 
improper  taxes  that  could  be  imposed  upon  any 
oommunity,  inasmuoh  as  it  makes  the  poorest 
man  pay  the  heaviest  taxation.  Does  the 
Premier,  if  he  lends  money,  pay  the  tax  upon 
it?  No,  he  only  acts  as  middle-man  and 
eoUeots  from  others.  If  he  wants  to  afford 
lelief  to  the  struggling  poor  who  have  to 
borrow  he  will  do  away  with  the  mortgage- 
tax,  and  at  once  the  rate  of  interest  in 
the  oolony  will  fall  one-half  per  cent.  I  do 
not  want  to  dwell  upon  this  matter  at  any 
length,  but  it  Is  very  irritating  when  the  Pre- 
mier makes  statements  so  contrary  to  fact. 
Then,  he  has  alluded  to  what  he  says  existed 
m  1867,  and  he  said— of  course,  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  give  his  exact  words  —  who  can  do 
JQstioe  to  his  style,  throwing  himself  into 
splendid  pose,  and  with  tremulous  voice  laving 
every  word  in  sympathetic  bedewal  ?  —  *'  Do 
yon  want  to  bring  the  Tories  back  again  into 
power,  and  to  bring  again  the  distressing  state 
-the  country  was  in  under  Sir  Harry  Atkinson, 
when  fourteen  thousand  people  went  from  our 
•bores;  when  you  might  see  alongside  every 
steamer  leaving  the  country  women  with 
blanched  faces  bidding  a  sorrowful  adieu  to 
their  husbemds,  smd  when  little  children  were 
ninning  about  the  streets  like  motherless 
ohiokens ;  when  even  the  young  people  had  to 
postpone  their  marriage -day  becanse  they 
eould  not  get  employment  in  this  country,  and 
^  to  go  over  to  "the  other  side,"  where 
4he    sun-tanned    beauties   of   Victoria   lured 


them  to  forget  the  pledges  they  had  vowed 
to  the  rosy  loves  they  had  left  behind  them  ? 
And  so  the  parson  lost  his  fee,  and  the  coun- 
try lost  its  population,  while  those  true  hearts, 
that  with  scsmted  purse,  had  the  temerity 
to  launch  themselves  upon  the  vicissitudes 
of  matrimony,  had  to  make  all  too  short  their 
honeymoon,  and  hasten  away  to  other  shores 
where  they  could  obtain  the  means  by  which 
to  meet  the  cost  of  coming  events.  And  so  the 
young  husband  was  denied  thQ  sweet  delirium 
of  a  privileged  peep  at  his  first-bom,  and  of  re- 
ceiving the  assurance  of  the  white-capped 
priestess  of  the  occasion  that  it  had  its 
father's  month  and  the  sweet  tenderness 
of  the  mother's  eyes.*'  Well,  when  that 
was  going  on,  on  one  ocoiksion  one  of  his 
friends  punched  me  in  the  ribs,  and  said, 
**  Monk,  you  can't  come  that."  No,  Sir,  I  can 
simply  retort,  "  I  can't  come  that — not  as  he 
does  for  £1,000  a  year  and  honse-allowanoe, 
or  the  equivalent  of  £200  more  a  year,  and  an 
added  £250  a  year  as  a  member  of  the  Assets 
Board,  and  ten  guineas  a  week  for  travelling 
and  electioneering  allowances,  as  well  as 
the  *Tutanekai'  and  special  trains,  and  a 
secretary  behind  his  back,  furnished  with 
Treasury  warrants  to  pay  all  expenses,  what- 
ever they  may  be."  It  is  with  regret  that  I 
mention  this,  smd  I  only  mention  it  to  beg  the 
Premier  to  stop  this  kind  of  talk,  and  to  rise  to 
a  status  worthy  of  the  country  and  the  people 
of  whom  he  is  the  chief  servant.  I  would  not 
begrudge  three  times  the  amount  of  money 
that  the  Premier  costs  the  country,  if  he  would 
only  use  the  great  power  he  undoubtedly  pos- 
sesses with  a  pure  and  patriotic  purpose  to  ele- 
vate the  moral  feelings  and  aspirations  of  the 
people.  If  he  only  did  that  he  would  be  worth 
£10,000  a  year;  smd  I  appeal  to  the  House, 
after  hearing  such  speeches  as  this,  are  they 
worthy  of  the  Premier  of  the  country  ?  I  beg 
of  him  to  discontinue  it.  The  elections  are 
coming  on,  and  if  this  kind  of  practice  is  to  be 
carried  on  when  he  stumps  the  country  after 
the  House  rises,  it  wiU  only  tend  to  drag  us 
down  to  the  same  level  of  platform  oratory.  I 
should  be  sorry  to  descend  to  it  except  in  the 
humourous  maimer  I  am  doing,  just  to  em- 
phasise the  absurdity  of  his  style.  Now  let  us 
go  into  the  facts.  When  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  talks  about  that  depressed  period, 
he  knows  that  it  only  emphasises  the  ability  of 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  that  when  he  found  the 
country  in  the  depressed  state  it  undoubtedly 
was,  he  could  build  it  up  to  that  degree  of  pro- 
sperity which  he  did ;  for  on  entering  office,  Sir, 
with  the  exports  of  the  country  only  £6,551,000, 
in  three  years'  time  he  left  the  benches 
and  the  exports  of  the  country  had  reached  the 
sum  of  £9,428,000— an  increase  of  nearly  a 
million  a  year.  Let  honourable  members  verify 
that  by  looking  at  the  Year-book.  Can  they 
point  to  any  three  years  in  the  history  of  the 
oolony  which  has  been  equally  progressive  ?  I 
cannot  go  into  a  statement  of  figures  like  the 
honourable  member  for  Bangitikei,  but  there 
are  just  two  facts  I  should  like  honourable 
members  to  bear  in  mind.    Mind  you,  I  am 
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not  goinff  to  claim  for  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  that 
be  did  it.  I  do  not  wish  my  friends  to  send 
me  to  Porirua.  JuHt  fancy  if  Lord  Salit^bury 
or  Mr.  Chamberlain  were  to  claim  that  the 
progress  of  the  British  people  was  the  result 
of  their  admtnifltration.  Why,  they  would  be 
sent  to  the  lunatic  asylam  without  giving 
them  even  the  privilege  of  medical  examina- 
tion. It  is  the  people  who  have  made  the, 
country  as  pro!*peroU8  as  it  is ;  and  I  would 
like  the  Premier  to  point  that  out,  and  take  a 
higher  level  of  political  thought,  than  trying  to 
appropriate  to  himself  the  progress  the  country 
has  made  as  the  result  of  his  administration. 
The  language  he  uses  is,  "  The  Opposition  forget 
to  tell  the  people  that  it  was  my  Govern<nent 
that  brought  about  all  this  progress.*'  Sir, 
he  appropriates  to  himself  the  reduction  in  ^ 
freiglits,  and  I  do  not  know  what  all ;  but  if 
be  wants  really  to  satisfy  the  people—and 
genuinely  satit-fy  them — that  his  Government 
and  his  administration  have  made  the 
country  what  it  is,  let  him  try  to  make 
them  believe  that  he  was  the  discoverer  of 
the  refrigerating  machine  and  the  separator. 
Those,  Sir,  are  the  two  discoveries  that  have 
really  made  N<?w  Zealand  what  ohe  is  to-day, 
except  in  so  far  as  the  gold  industry  is  con- 
cerned. Does  the  honourable  g^^ntleman  forget 
the  time — or  will  he  not  tell  the  people  of  it 
— when,  before  those  discoveries  were  made, 
people  were  hawking  prime  Ifg?  of  mutton 
about  the  colony  and  offering  them  for  sale  at 
4d.  and  6d.  apiece,  and  when  the  people  did 
not  know  what  they  were  going  to  do  wi(h  their 
homesteads,  because  the  Home  markets  were 
80  inaccessible  that  they  could  not  place  their 
produce  on  them  ?  Did  they  not  export  butter 
oefore  the  Government  were  aware  they  were 
doing  so  ?  And  to-day,  as  a  result  of  what  the 
social  pests  did,  in  establishing  a  market  for 
our  produce  in  London,  at  great  sacrifice  and 
in  many  iostanoes  at  great  loss,  we  have  the 
consciousness  that  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
are  working  for  a  great  market  in  the  Old  Coun- 
try. When  they  want  to  know  the  price  and 
the  value  of  their  land  they  do  not  look  at  the 
statement  of  the  newspapers  we  have  in  the 
colony,  nor  do  they  listen  to  what  the  Premier 
has  to  say,  but  they  look  to  the  constant  quo- 
tations on  the  London  market.  One  thing 
the  Premier  does  not  tell  the  people,  which  he 
ought  to  tell  them,  and  which  the  Opposition 
do  not  sufficiently  impress  on  the  country, 
is  the  fact  that  the  present  Administration 
started  with  a  public  debt  of  £87,840,000,  with 
£700,000  in  the  Treasury,  and  to  day,  Sir,  the 
public  debt  of  the  colony,  I  suppose,  is  about 
£46,000,000  without  the  other  liabilities.  For 
seven  years  the  exports  of  the  country  were 
less  than  they  were  in  1890,  and  only  in  the 
last  two  years,  when  they  have  watered  their 
position  with  the  expenditure  of  the  many  mil- 
lions of  borrowed  money,  and  also  having  an 
increase  in  the  population  of  125,000,  and  of 
course  a  proportionate  augmentation  in  the 
productive  power  of  the  country,  have  they 
been  able  to  pass  the  level  at  which  the  exports 
were  in  1890.     These,  Sir,  are  simple  facts.     I 

Mr.  Monk 


am  not  going  to  say  any  more.  I  have  fur- 
nished sufficient  texts  to  be  enlarged  and 
ami'lified  upon  by  i^hat  I  hope  is  the  conscien- 
tious feeling  of  this  House,  and  I  hope  we  shall 
abstain  from  these  continuous  misrepresenta- 
tions. I  can  assure  the  House  it  is  my  desire 
to  be  away  from  party  feeling  altogether,  and 
to  see  the  Houne  working  unitedly  to  eeeure 
results  that  will  be  for  the  welfare  of  our 
country  and  the  progress  of  its  people. 

Mr.  FIELD  (Otaki).  —  Sir,  I  am  unfor- 
tunate in  having  to  follow  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitemata.  I  am  not  blessed 
with  the  flow  of  language  that  he  possesses, 
and  I  am  afraid  I  have  not  the  gift  of  faeeti- 
ousness  which  he  also  enjoys.  I  desire,  how- 
ever, to  place  on  record  as  concisely  and  as 
plainly  as  I  can  a  few  of  my  impresi^ions  on 
the  position  of  the  country,  and  to  indicate 
shortly  the  way  in  which,  I  think,  we,  as  a 
colony,  ought  to  move.  To  commence  with,  I 
want  to  comment  briefly  on  the  cry  which  it 
perpetually  raised  by  the  Opposition  regarding 
my  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House.  The  all- 
sounding  and  never-ending  cry  of  corrupt  on  is 
to  my  mind  quite  nauseatirg.  This  Govern- 
ment may  possibly  be  corrupt  in  a  way,  bat 
I  am  quite  satisfied  it  is  not  one  whit 
more  corrupt  than  previous  Governments  have 
been.  The  burden  of  complaint,  or  rather  tht 
core  of  the  complaint,  so  far  as  the  other  side 
is  conoerned  at  the  present  moment,  is  that 
any  plums  that  have  been  going  in  the  way  of 
appointments,  any  assistance  which  is  accorded^ 
instead  of  being  reserved  for  the  favoured  few 
as  has  been  done  in  the  past  is  now  within 
reach  of  the  masses,  and,  I  think,  having  said 
that  you  get  to  the  bottom  of  the  whole  quee- 
tioD.  With  reference  to  the  question  of  the 
intrinsic  and  real  aspect  of  corruption,  I  say  it 
does  not  exist  to  anything  like  the  extent  which 
we  are  led  to  believe.  Take  for  instance  the 
responsible  and  important  appointments  which 
this  Government  has  made— are  they  wone 
than  the  appointments  of  previous  OoveiB> 
ments? 

An  Hon.  Membbb— J.P.s  that  cannot  write; 
that  cannot  sign  their  names. 

Mr.  FIELD.— I  am  not  talking  about  J.P^ 
I  am  talking  about  appointmente  given  to 
persons  to  manage  our  affairs.  Take  for 
instance  the  present  Public  Trustee ;  be  is  an 
appointee  of  the  present  Gov  rnment :  Is  bean 
incapable  man  ?  Has  anybody  been  able  to 
point  the  finger  of  scorn  at  him  and  say  be 
IS  either  incapable  or  dishonest  ?  Take  the 
present  Controller  and  Auditor-General:  Can 
you  say  anything  against  him  in  that  respect? 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Political  partisan. 

Mr.  FIELD.— If  he  U  a  political  partim  ke 
appears  to  be  rather  in  favour  of  the  Oppo-ition 
than  the  Government.  The  Government  say 
they  have  had  cause  for  complaint  with  rsgara 
to  his  action  towards  themselves.  Take,  (or 
instance,  the  latest  appointment  they  bava 
made — that  of  the  Chief  Justice— can  anybody 
take  exception  to  that  appointment?  I  mj 
you  cannot  Take  the  appointment  of  Valuer- 
General,  Mr.  John  McGowan,  is  that  not  a  good 
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ippnintment?  I  only  wish  all  the  memberfl  of 
theCivil  Service  were  anytb  ins  like  as  good  and  as 
etpable  men  and  of  the  i-aine  iniegriiy.  Amongst 
the  crowd  you  necessarily  expect  to  have  a  few 
who  are  not  ap  to  the  mark.  I  do  not  support 
all  their  appointments,  bat  I  say  unhesitat- 
ingly, speaking  generally,  their  appointments 
have  been  on  ihe  right  side.  Some  of  them  I 
object  to  myself.  I  have  myself  on  previous  oc- 
eaftions  pointed  ont  in  this  House  appointments 
wiih  regard  to  which  they  were  to  blame,  but 
speaking  generally,  I  have  no  hei^itation  in  say- 
ing that  tbeir  appointments  have  been  gooa. 
With  reference  to  this  charge  of  bribery  which 
it  hurled  at  every  member  on  this  side  of  the 
House  who  happens  to  be  a  Qovernment  sup 
porter — it  has  been  hurled  at  myself,  and,  I 
think,  at  every  member  on  this  side  of  the 
HonM,  that  the  Government  bribes  the  oon- 
•tituencies — is  it  record**d  in  Hansard  or  in 
history  that  any  member  of  the  Opposition 
oslled  it  bribery  if  the  Government  did  any- 
thing for  his  district  ?  That  has  not  been  re- 
giided  as  oorrant. 

Mr.  RWVLINS.— Oh,  yes. 

Mr.  FIELD. — The  hononrable  gentleman 
who  interjects  is  a  new  member.  I  will  under- 
Iske  to  say  if  during  this  session  there  is  a  sum 
of  £50,000  voted  for  his  district  he  will  not  say 
it  ia  corrupt.  He  will  take  it,  and  hold  out 
his  hand  for  as  much  more  as  he  can  get ;  and 
the  same  remark  applies  to  every  member 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  As  far  as 
my  own  district  is  concerned,  Government 
money  has  been  spent  there;  and  I  say  that 
I  «••  entitled  to  it.  I  do  not  acknowledge 
there  was  any  corruption  about  it.  It  was  my 
right,  and  it  is  the  right  of  the  Government 
to  ipend  money  wherever  they  can  for  the 
benefit  of  the  backwoods,  and  the  people  who 
an  bringing  the  back  country  into  a  reproduc- 
tive state.  While  on  that  subject  I  may  say 
that  I  hope  the  Government  will  pursue  its 
present  course  of  assisting  in  making  roads  to 
the  backwoods.  I  admit  that  in  all  cases  the 
money  has  not  been  expended  with  that  care 
which  I  would  like  to  see  exercised.    Nevertbe- 

11  SO  ^'^  ^^^  principle  is  good.  We  are 
*  also  told  by  the  Opposition  that  they 
would  like  to  see  a  Civil  Service  Board  set 
op  for  the  purpose  of  doing  away  with  this 
patronage  wbich  at  present  is  exercised  by 
the  Government.  Well,  Sir,  we  have  already 
had  in  the  colony  a  Civil  Service  Board, 
and  the  result  was  that  our  Civil  Service 
was  packed  in  a  vicious  way  that  has  never 
been  equalled.  And  previous  Opposition  Go- 
vernments have  preferred  their  friends  at  the 
expense  of  the  colony  at  large.  The  reason  cf 
their  outcry  is  that  they  cannot  now  exercise 
the  patronage  they  did,  and  now,  in  consequence 
of  tne  poorer  classes  being  more  represented 
than  they  were  in  the  past— they  have  an 
opportunity,  so  far  as  their  cbildten  are  oon- 
eemed,  that  they  have  not  enjoyed  hitherto, 
and  that,  to  my  mind,  is  one  of  the  rpasons  of 
the  Oppo^ition  cry  we  so  often  hear.  If  you 
•et  op  a  body  of  men  as  a  Civil  Service  Board, 
nmember  they  are  only  human,  the  same  as 


we  are ;  and  it  is  better,  I  think,  that  these 
appointments  should  be  made  by  men  whom 
we  can  call  to  account  than  to  have  the  thing 
done  by  men  whom  we  cannot  call  to  account. 
Now,  I  shall  pass  on  shortly  to  the  question  of 
tbe  land  policy.  That  is  a  subjecc  which  I 
understand  more  about  than  any  other  which 
is  under  discussion,  and  I  shall  dwell  at  some 
length  upon  it.  It  is  claimed  that  the  land 
policy  of  the  present  Government  is  a  failure. 
I  hear  it  reported  by  Opposition  men  all  over 
the  colony,  and  I  have  heard  men  within  this 
House  say  that  it  has  been  a  failure  all 
along  the  line.  Well,  no  one  of  us  on  this  side 
of  tiie  House,  the  Minister  of  Lands  himself 
included,  pretends  to  say  that  our  system  is 
perfect.  To  commence  with,  I  may  say  that  I 
am  not  myself  a  convert  to  this  cry  of  the 
nationalisation  of  the  land.  It  may  come  by- 
and-by,  but  the  time  is  not  yet.  But  of  one 
thing  I  am  quite  certain — that  the  public 
opinion  of  this  colony  will  no'i  allow  that  it 
shall  be  in  the  power  of  any  one  individual  to 
monopolise  too  much  of  the  land.  I  go  a  great 
deal  further  than  some  of  my  political  friends 
in  this  direction ;  and  last  session  I  outlined 
roughly  a  system  which  I  thought  was  worth 
consideration,  and  it  is  a  system  which  I  feel 
in  the  near  future  will  be  given  effect  to  in 
some  form  or  another.  I  should  like  to  see  all 
the  land  in  the  colony  classified,  both  private 
and  public,  and  having  done  that  in  a  proper 
and  efficient  way  —  miud  you,  by  men  who 
underdtand  their  work,  not  the  men  whom  we 
now  have,  but  men  capable  of  judging  by  their 
own  experience  of  tbe  value  of  the  land— 
we  should  decide  how  much,  in  the  interest 
of  the  State,  it  was  expedient  any  man  should 
hold  of  any  one  class  or  number  of  classes — 
that  is  to  say,  I  would  regulate  or  I  would  find 
the  maximum  producing-power  of  the  amount 
of  land  that  any  man  should  hold.  Having 
done  that,  I  would  provide  that  no  man  should 
acquire  more  than  that  maximum  area.  I 
should  not  make  it  too  small ;  understand  me, 
I  would  give  a  man  enough  to  live  upon. 

An  Hon.  Msmbsb. — How  much  ? 

Mr.  FIELD. — It  depends  entirely  upon  the 
quality  of  the  land.  To  commence  wiih,  you 
would  require  to  have  several  classes ;  at  the 
present  time  you  have  three.  The  probability 
is,  you  would  r»'quire  to  have  several  cKsses  of 
both  pastoral  and  agricultural  land.  With  re- 
gard to  land  useful  only  for  grazing  sheep :  at 
the  present  time  we  are  cutting  up  that  land 
into  sections  of  two  hundred  acres  and  up- 
wards. I  say  the  least  area  which  a  man 
should  be  called  upon  to  take  up  should  be 
sufficient  to  grase  one  thousand  sheep.  A  man 
cannot,  in  the  backwoods  here,  live  off  five 
hundred  sheep.  A  thousand  is  the  least  he 
should  be  asked  to  carrv,  and  you  could  make 
it  up  to  five  thousand  by  all  means.  And 
assuming,  for  argument's  sake,  that  a  man 
had  five  hundred  acres,  capable  of  graz'ng  two 
sheep  to  the  acre,  that  man  would  be  better 
off  than  if  he  had  one  thousand  acres  capable 
of  carrying  only  one  sheep  to  the  acre.-  We 
must  be  governed  in  our  subdivision  of  land  by 
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■ome  BDoh  priooiple,  and  a  similar  principle 
should  govern  the  subdivision  of  land  saitable 
for  other  purposes  than  grazing.  Now,  it  is 
oiaimed  that  because  a  great  many  settlers 
have  gone  on  lands  and  failed  there,  that  the 
svstem  has  altogether  broken  down.  I  notice 
that  Mr.  Duthie  said  in  Wellington  some  time 
ago  that  the  land- settlement  system  had  been 
a  miserable  failure,  because  of  the  number  of 
forfeitures  and  surrenders.  But,  speaking  as 
a  member  of  the  Wellington  Land  Board,  I 
can  say  that  for  every  section  forfeited  there 
have  been  at  hast  three  or  four  applications 
as  soon  as  it  has  been  opened  for  com- 
petition. That  in  itself  is  an  evidence  that 
the  land  -  hunger  still  exists.  And,  though 
it  is  oertainXv  cruel  and  altogether  impolitic 
and  bad  economy  to  force  men  upon  land  they 
cannot  make  a  living  off,  it  is  still  necessary  to 
insure  that  a  man  does  not  get  too  much.  I 
should  like  to  see  this  principle  of  valuation 
upon  the  basis  of  productive  capacity  applied 
in  future  to  private  as  well  as  public  lands. 
In  this  House,  and  out  of  it,  on  every  occasion 
I  have  raised  my  voice  against  the  present 
system  of  classification  of  lands — I  am  refer- 
ring now  only  to  country  lands.  I  do  not 
attach  any  importance  whatever,  myself,  to 
the  actual  money -value  of  land  —  that  is 
to  say,  the  value  which  some  ingenious  auc- 
tioneer may  inveigle  some  silly  person  into 
giving  for  it.  That  is  what  I  object  to.  I  say 
the  value  should  be  that  which  you  can  get  out 
of  it,  irrespective  of  its  value  in  the  market ; 
and  until  you  get  men  capable  of  assessing 
that  value,  and  of  classifying  land  upon  that 
basis,  our  present  system  can  never  be  perfect. 
The  same  thing  applies  to  a  large  extent  to  the 
valuation  of  land  tor  rating  purposes.  I  know 
in  my  own  district  arguments  have  been  ad- 
duced by  valuers  that  the  value  should  be  high, 
because  some  section  adjoining  has  changed 
hands  at  a  high  price.  Take,  for  instance,  a 
section  open  for  sale  between  two  owners,  and 
it  is  necessary  that  one  or  other  of  them  should 
buy  it,  and  it  is  more  valuable  to  either  of  them 
than  to  any  outsider ;  because  it  happens  to  be 
specially  valuable  to  them,  or  from  some  senti- 
mental view  they  wish  to  acquire  it,  the  value 
of  that  section  is  quoted  as  the  market-value. 
That  is  altogether  wrong.  Speaking  generally, 
there  is  no  doubt,  so  far  as  the  lands  in  the  Korth 
Island  are  concerned — the  rough  bush  lands — 
the  areas  are  too  small.  But  1  would  point  out 
this:  that  the  principle  is  good,  though  the 
working,  as  I  said  before,  has  in  some  instances 
been  entrusted  to  men  who  do  not  understand 
their  work.  Speaking  again  with  reference  to 
village  settlements,  and  settlements  of  that 
kind,  they  have  served  a  good  purpose,  not- 
withstanding that  perhaps  some  of  the  original 
occupiers  have  had  to  leave  them.  It  is  better 
to  give  a  man  a  small  section — it  is  something 
to  anchor  hira  down,  on  which  he  can  spend 
his  time  and  reduce  it  to  a  tangible  value — 
than  to  give  him  a  large  section  which  he  can- 
not in  the  first  instance  do  anything  with. 

Mr.  BUOHAKAN.—It  does  not  anchor  him 
down. 

Mr.  Field 


Mr.  FIELD.— What  I  mean  to  say  is,  let 
him  dispose  of  it  to  his  neighbour  ae  soon  as 
his  circumstances  permit  of  it,  and  then  go 
somewhere  else  and  acquire  more.  Where  the 
holdings  are  very  small  all  reasonable  faioilitiee 
for  this  kind  of  thing  should  be  given.  But 
no  doubt  the  present  system  of  settlement  has 
been  the  means  of  enabling  hundreds  of  men 
in  Wellington  to  acquire  land  and  occupy  it 
successfully  that  under  the  old  laws  would 
never  have  touched  it  at  all.  There  is  aa 
enormous  amount  of  wasted  energy  in  the 
occupation  of  our  bush  lands.  A  man  takes 
up  a  section,  fells  t^e  bush,  and  bums  it 
off,  and  the  neighbours  all  round  are  doing 
the  same  thing  —  doing  it  pieoameal,  and 
it  is  not  done  effectively  or  economically.  I 
would  go  further  than  the  Government  in  the 
matter  of  assisting  settlers  in  matters  of  this 
kind,  more  particularly  as  regards  smsJl  settle- 
ments. If  land  is  worth  the  value  set  on  it 
when  the  bush  is  standing  on  it,  it  is  worth  the 
extra  cost  of  felling  the  bush  and  grassing  it, 
and  I  think,  in  the  interests  of  economy  and 
settlement,  it  would  be  well  the  Government 
should  tiJ[e  in  hand  the  felling,  burning,  and 
grassing,  and  then  after  you  dispose  of  it  let 
the  tenant  pay  interest  on  your  capital  outlay. 
Suppose,  for  instance,  the  Government  are  going 
to  dispose  of  a  ten- thousand-acre  block.  At 
present  you  have  men  felling  bush  in  all  sorts 
of  aspects— one  man  burns  with  one  wind  and 
another  with  another — one  with  *  south  wind, 
one  with  a  north  wind,  one  with  an  east,  and 
one  with  a  west  wind.  The  result  is  that  one 
man  gets  a  good  bum  and  the  rest  do  noL 
That  is  constantly  occurring  at  present,  and 
no  one  who  does  not  understand  the  settle- 
ment of  bush  land  knows  the  trouble  that  that 
causes.  Well,  I  say  that  it  would  be  very 
much  better  for  the  Government  to  undertake 
the  felling  of  land  in  situations  like  that.  Lst 
them  fell  one  side  in  one  season,  and,  having 
done  that,  bum  it  with  a  suitable  vrind,  aiM 
then  fell  the  other  side  another  season  and 
bum  that  with  a  suitable  wind,  and  so  on. 
And  having  done  that,  you  could  do  your  survey 
at  one-tenth  the  cost  you  do  it  now.  Toa 
could  lay  off  the  sections  in  such  a  way  as  to 
make  them  very  much  more  workable  tfaaa 
now.  You  could  better  locate  your  roads  al 
a  great  deal  less  cost,  and  a  very  substantiel 
saving  all  round  would  result;  and,  in  addi- 
tion, the  men  who  went  into  occupation  would 
have  it  immediately  reproductive.  I  maiotain 
that  such  a  policy  would  be  in  the  interests  of 
true  economy,  and,  if  given  effect  to,  the  cost 
could  be  charged  as  part  of  the  capital  value. 
My  honourable  friend  the  member  for  the  Bullsc 
made  reference  to  the  occupations  in  towns. 
Well,  I  am  not  a  townsman,  and  I  do  not  profesi 
to  be  an  expert  in  any  sense  as  to  the  value  of 
town  property  ;  but  I  do  say  this :  that  it  is 
just  as  unwise— indeed,  it  is  less  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  State— to  sell  land  in  townships  ss 
it  is  to  sell  land  in  the  country.  In  the  case 
of  country  lands  the  limit  of  value  must  be 
governed  by  what  it  produces,  but  in  the  caw 
of  the  towns  you  never  know  what  the  limst 
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will  be,  and  on  that  aoooant  I  say  that,  if  it  if 
ioadfiBable  to  part  with  the  freehold  in  the 
ooantzy,  it  is,  I  believe,  doably  inadvisable  to 
part  with  it  in  the  town.  And  this  brings  me 
lo  another  suhjeot  whioh  I  feel  very  strongly 
upon :  it  is  the  question  of  estahUshing  artisans' 
homes  round  our  larger  centres  of  population. 
Tske,  for  instance,  this  Oity  of  Welliogton.  At 
present  the  rent  of  anything  like  a  deoent  oot- 
tsge  here  means  at  least  two  days  per  week  out 
of  a  man's  wages.  That  man  cannot  get  it  for 
lass.  No  working-man  in  the  oity  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  can  expect  to  get  a  cottage  in 
whioh  he  and  his  wife  and  family  can  Uve  for 
less  than  12s.  or  14s.  a  week,  and  that  is 
altogether  too  much  to  take  out  of  a  man's 
earnings.  Anything  we  can  do  to  ameliorate 
that  condition  of  affairs  and  avoid  its  perpetua- 
tion I  certainly  think  we  should  do.  At  the 
present  time  we  have  some  land  a  few  miles 
oQt  of  Wellington  which  was  acquired,  and 
sfter  subdivision  disposed  of,  for  artisans' 
homes,  and  that  settlement  has  been  a  marked 
iDcoesB  if  you  take  into  consideration  the 
drawbacks  that  it  has  laboured  under.  It  is, 
to  my  mind,  one  of  the  most  imsuitable  places 
Ihat  could  be  acquired  for  the  purpose,  but 
notwithstanding  its  great  drawbacks  it  has 
gone  off,  and  people  are  living  on  most  of  it 
snd  doing  well,  and  have  gone  there  to  stay.  I 
lay  that  the  mere  fact  of  this  piece  I  speak  of 
having  been  a  success  is  dear  evidence  that 
onder  anything  like  favourable  conditions 
ioeh  a  scheme  cannot  do  otherwise  than  well. 
Now,  there  is  another  question  which  is  also 
exercising  our  minds  at  the  present  moment — 
Ihe  question  of  the  rating  on  the  unimproved 
vsloe.  Now,  in  principle,  I  think  we  cannot 
argue  but  what  the  unimproved  value  is  the 
proper  thing  to  rate  upon,  but  I  must  admit 
that  our  present  system  of  getting  at  it  is,  to 
my  mind,  very  defective.  Now  comes  this 
dAcult  question.  The  subject  can  only  be 
iolved  by  men,  as  I  said  before,  who  have 
pcaotioal  knowledge,  and  who  know,  from  their 
own  experience,  what  the  value  of  improve- 
mento  should  be,  and  a  greater  discrimination 
ehoold  be  exercised  than  is  done  at  the  present 
time  in  the  classifications  of  improvements. 
Some  improvements  are  now  held  to  be  ex- 
haustible which  I  say  should  be  considered 
constant  improvements.  Another  difficulty, 
alec,  which  I  see  in  connection  with  this 
matter  is  the  question  that  is  raised  in  some 
districts,  notably  in  a  portion  of  my  own. 
Within  my  own  district  I  have  nearly  the 
whole  of  a  county  that  has  within  the 
last  few  years  raised  £50,000  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  roads  within  its  boundaries. 
The  instruction  of  these  roads,  which  have 
been  made  at  the  cost  of  the  settlers,  has 
idded  to  the  unimproved  value  of  the  land. 
Then  yon  must  ccrtidnly,  in  rating  for  the  un- 
improved valne  in  a  case  of  that  kind,  extend 
■ome  consideration  to  the  men  who  have  in- 
volved themselves  in  making  the  roads.  It  is 
a  difficulty  I  have  never  heard  mentioned  be- 
iors,  but  it  is  a  difficulty  which  has  to  be 
solved.    I  do  not  say  it  is  in  any  sense  an  in- 


surmountable one,  but  it  is  a  difficulty  which 
will  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration  when 
enforcing  any  such  scheme.  I  said,  Sir,  just 
now  that  I  was  in  favour  of  opening  up  the 
back  lands  of  the  country  out  of  colonial 
funds.  I  do  not  think,  provided  always  that 
the  expenditure  is  properly  made,  that  we  can 
expend  our  surplus  funds  in  any  better  way 
than  by  giving  access  to  the  back  lands  of  our 
settlers,  thereby  rendering  sufficiently  produc- 
tive land  which  is  now  in  a  sense  lying  idle, 
and  which  is  held  by  the  present  oocapiers 
under  circumstances  of  very  great  hard- 
ship. I  know  it  is  a  somewhat  unpopular 
cry  in  the  older  and  more  settled  districts, 
but  I  maintain  the  opposition  on  their  part  is 
altogether  selfish,  and  I  hope  the  present  Go- 
vernment will  persist  in  that  coarse  until  all 
roads  into  the  back-blocks  are  formed.  By 
doing  this  you  might  obviate  a  difficulty 
which  has  been  often  referred  to  in  thia 
House,  and  this  was  the  exodus  of  our  young 
people  in  the  times  of  depression.  It  has  hap- 
pened in  the  past,  and  may  happen  again  in  the 
future,  and  we  should  do  everything  to  insure 
through  them  the  thorough  and  efficient  occu- 
pation of  lands  not  now  in  use.  I  was  twitted 
by  my  friend  the  member  for  Palmerston,  dui> 
ing  the  speech  he  made  in  Wellington,  with 
reference  to  the  views  I  hold  in  reference  to 
landlordism,  more  particularly  as  to  what  I 
said  in  reference  to  Native  landlords.  I  said  I 
was  opposed  to  the  Native  land  measure  intro- 
duced by  the  Government,  because  in  it  I 
thought  a  system  of  Native  landlords  might 
be  set  up  under  it  whioh  I  thought  would 
be  sJtogether  undesirable.  In  the  north- 
em  portion  of  this  Island  —  in  what  is 
usually  Imown  as  the  King-country — ^there 
is  a  very  large  area  of  land  in  the  hands 
of  comparatively  few  Natives.  We  all  know 
perfectly  well  that  Native  lands  are  an  increas- 
mg  quantity  so  far  as  value  is  concerned.  We 
also  know  that  the  Natives  themselves  are  de- 
creasing so  far  as  numbers  are  concerned.  If 
we  set  up  a  trust  to  hold  this  land  for  the  bene- 
fit of  thodc  Natives,  we  will  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years  be  drawing  for  those  few  Natives  a 
larffe  rental.  That  is  what  I  said.  I  have 
had  Native  landlords,  and  good  landlords  thev 
make ;  taken  as  a  whole,  they  are  very  much 
better  than  white  men.  But  I  object  to  land- 
lords on  principle  altogether.  I  am  not  silly 
enough  to  suppose  we  can  avoid  having  land- 
lords altogether.  I  would  not  compel  a  man 
to  dispose  of  his  land  because  it  became  neces- 
sary for  him  to  leave  it  for  a  few  years ;  but  I 
would  do  anything  I  could  to  discourage  and 
stop  ordinary  and  permanent  landlordism, 
whether  in  town  or  country.  And  when  I 
said  I  was  opposed  to  landlords  I  meant  I 
am  not  opposed  to  Native  landlords  more 
than  to  any  other  landlords.  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  whole  system,  except  in  so  far  afl 
ft  is  ordinarily  necessary.  I  would  stop  the 
systematic  subsistence  upon  rente  that  some  of 
our  people  go  in  for.  Now  I  shall  refer  very 
shortly  to  the  text  of  the  amendment  more 
particularly  under  diacussion^I  refer  to  the 
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Marine  soandal  I  do  not  intend  to  go  into  the 
merits  of  it,  or  to  express  any  opinion  upon  it, 
but  I  certainly  hold  strong  opinions  with  re- 
spect to  the  quislion  of  the  merits  of  a  parlia- 
mentary inquiry  as  against  a  Boyal  Oommia- 
sion.  1  have  heard  it  said  over  and  over  again 
in  this  House  by  members  on  both  sides  that 
there  was  no  such  thing  as  eliminating  party 
spirit  from  our  Committees,  and  my  experience 
has  confirmed  that  statement.  I  would  not 
hang  a  dog  on  the  report  of  a  Parliamentary 
Committee  if  it  was  accused  of  a  politic  a! 
ofience.  If  you  want  to  get  at  the  merits  of 
anything  connected  with  the  case,  keep  it  out 
of  this  House.  I  say  the  Govern  men  t  have 
done  right  in  referring  the  Marine  scandal  to  a 
Royal  Commission,  and,  furthermore,  I  think 
the  discussion  which  has  taken  place  here  is 
distinctly  improper.  It  would  not  be  tolerated 
outside  the  walls  of  this  House.  We  are  not 
allowed  to  discuss  a  question  engaging  the  at- 
tention of  our  law-courtp,  and  very  properly  so, 
and  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  do  it  in  this 
Chamber.  The  Ministers  who  are  sought  to  be 
implicatdd  will  give  their  evidence  before  that 
Commijsion,  and  it  is  fortunate,  I  think,  for  us 
that  the  men  appointed  ate,  and  must  neces- 
sarily be  frcm  their  training,  uninfluenced  by 
the  rubbish  that  has  been  talked  in  this  House. 
Well,  I  say  again,  I  have  not  referred  to 
the  merits  of  it,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
proper  that  any  one  should.  We  have  referred 
It  to  an  outside  tribunal ;  let  that  tribunal  de- 
cide, and  when  it  oomes  back  from  them,  with 
a  c  'py  of  the  evidence  and  their  report,  then 
it  will  be  time  for  us  to  tackle  it.  Until  that 
time  comes  let  us  leave  it  alone. 

Mr.  CKOWTHEB.~By  that  time  all  the  dogs 
will  be  hung. 

Mr.  FIELD.— Well,  if  they  are  hung  then  it 
will  be  done  by  some  one  outside  ourselves. 
The  same  thing  applies  to  the  Wrigg  inquiry. 
That  has  been  referred  to  in  connection  with 
this  debate  on  several  occasions. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbbb.— Ministers  have  referred 
to  it. 

Mr.  FIELD.— I  do  not  absolve  Ministers 
from  it  any  more  than  any  one  else,  but  I  have 
not  referred  to  it,  and  I  shall  not  do  so.  There 
is  one  thing  I  think  I  am  warranted  in  calling 
attention  to,  and  it  is  this:  the  senior  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  J.  Hutoheson),  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks  last  Friday  night, 
cast  what  is  to  my  mind  a  very  grave  reflec- 
tion on  the  Marine  authorities  of  New  South 
Wales.  He  said,  in  effect,  that  their  depart- 
ment had  been  working  in  the  interest  of  some 
one  from  here — that  the  way  had  been  prepared 
for  something  that  occurred  here,  or  was  the 
■equel  to  something  that  occurred  here.  I  say, 
in  making  that  statement,  he  casta  very  serious 
reflection  upon  every  man  who  holds  a  certifi- 
cate under  the  ruled  of  that  colony.  I  think  it 
is  altogether  regrettable  that  he  should  have 
made  the  reference  he  did.  Further  than  that, 
I  shall  not  refer  to  the  Marine  scandal.  I  be- 
lieve the  Commissioners  appointed  are  men 
who  are  fully  qualified  to  probe  the  thing 
judicially  and  well,  and  I  am  quite  sattsfled  to 

Mr.  Field 


wait  for  their  report.  I  shall  not  go  further 
than  to  say  I  hope  the  report  will  come  along  as 
quickly  as  possible,  and  that  the  expedition 
that  has  marked  the  inquiry  into  the  Bakaia 
disaster  will  be  pursued  in  reference  to  the 
Marine  inquiry.  No  doubt,  the  Marine  inquiry 
will  be  a  longer  job  than  the  inquiry  into  the 
Rakaia  accident,  but  I  do  hope  that  all  jtidicioDS 
expedition  will  be  used  by  the  Commissioneia 
in  bringing  down  their  report. 
Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  paet 
twelve  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  5th  Jtdy,  1899. 
Adjoummeot. 


The  Hon.  the  Spibakibb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  moved,  Thai 
the  Council  do  now  adjourn. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  thought  that  honoar- 
able  members  would  now  realise  the  absurdity 
of  this  farce  they  were  going  thraugb  day  after 
dav.  They  came  there  to  bear  a  prayer — he 
did  not  know  whether  it  was  doing  them  a 
great  deal  of  good,  seeing  that  they  did  no  work 
after  it.  However,  he  had  been  anked  by  a 
party  of  members,  who  wished  to  pay  a  visit  to 
that  important  farm  they  had  at  Levin,  lo 
move  an  amendment  on  the  motion,  in  order 
to  afford  them  the  opportunity  of  doing  so. 
They  were  very  anxious  to  see  this  farm,  inas- 
muoh  as  honourable  members  were  aware  there 
had  been  so  many  different  reports  about  it. 
He  understood  there  were  all  sorts  of  loaoioos 
fruits  there  quite  ready  to  be  picked,  and 
honourable  members  would  be  glad  to  see  all 
these  things  for  themselves.  At  all  events, 
without  any  joking,  be  thought  it  would 
be  as  well  that,  as  the  party  wished  to  pay 
that  visit,  they  should  be  afforded  facili- 
ties for  doing  so,  and  he  therefore  pro- 
posed, as  an  amendment,  That  tfte  Council 
do  now  adjourn  until  7}ue$day  next.  He  was 
quite  satiHtied  that  his  honourable  friend  would 
be  pleased  himself  to  obtain  that  respite  from 
all  this  hard  work  during  the  next  two  or  three 
days.  In  fact,  this  hard  work  in  the  afternoons 
must  be  telling  tales  upon  him,  and  he  woald 
like,  if  be  had  other  duties,  to  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity to  overtake  them  ;  and  when  they  oame 
back  on  Tuesday  they  would  be  ready  to  go  on 
with  their  business,  and  would  make  just  as 
great  progress  then  as  if  they  continued  to  meet 
during  the  next  two  or  three  days.  He  hoped 
the  Council  would  see  its  way  to  accede  to  the 
amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  G.  WALKER  did  not 
know  that  he  could  add  anyihiug  to  what  he 
had  stated  on  the  previous  day.  H  i  hoped  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  moved  the  amend* 
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meot  would  reeognise  that  it  was  not  a  matter 
«f  wnTenienoe,  but  that  they  had  to  consider 
doty  on  oertam  pieaoriptive  lines,  and  even  if 
they  were  inconvenienced  they  would  not 
lightiy  depart  from  them.  He  supposed,  from 
the  honourable  gentleman^s  reference  to  pos- 
nble  visits  to  LeTin,  that  he  was  joking. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  he  was  not 
joking. 

Ttie  Hon.  Mr.  W.  G.  WALKER  said  he  was 
qaite  prepared  at  the  proper  time  to  promise 
every  faoihty  should  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  or 
any  other  member  be  disposed  to  visit  that 
place  and  institution,  and  he  hoped  he  would 
ffo.  They  were  there,  however,  to  do  their 
duty,  and  if  it  were  a  matter  of  inconvenience 
the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean,  as  well  as  himself,  must 
noogDise  that.  While  it  was  to  be  regretted 
that  during  this  preseot  week  they  could  not 
do  moeh  work,  still  it  was  their  dutv  to  be 
there,  and  for  that  reason  he  was  obliged  to 
oppose  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JONES  said  the  Hon.  Mr. 
McLean  had  stated  that  they  met  there  day 
after  day  to  do  nothing,  and  that  they  offered 
sprayer  which  he  did  not  think  was  worth  very 

BiDch 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.'-No. 
Toe  Hon.  Mr.  JONES.— Or  which  did  very 
mach  good.  He  thought  the  very  act  of  pray- 
ing might  have  a  salutary  effect  upon  some 
Den's  minds,  as  it  had  upon  his ;  besides,  they 
were  told  that  "  The  effectual  fervent  prayer 
of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much."  But,  in 
taymg  that  they  were  doing  nothing  day  after 
day,  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  forgot  that  papers 
were  daily  laid  on  the  table.  That  day  quite 
a  large  number  of  papers  had  been  laid  on  the 
table,  and  he  hoped  every  honourable  gentle- 
man would  peruse  them,  as  he  ought  to  do. 
That  was  what  they  were  paid  £150  a  year  for. 
They  were  told  they  were  doing  nothing.  Was 
it  nothing  to  meet  there  every  day,  see  one  an- 
other, and  compare  notes  ?  "  Iron  sharpeneth 
imo ;  so  a  man  sharpeneth  the  countenance  of 
his  friend."  And  yet  they  were  told  they 
vers  doing  nothing.  Did  not  their  very  pre- 
sence there  show  that  they  were  anxious  to 
do  something  when  they  had  it  to  do.  They 
did  not  come  there  to  have  a  glorious  picnic. 
They  came  there  presumably  to  do  the  work 
far  which  they  were  paid,  and  which  the 
orantry  intrusted  to  them.  If  they  adjourned 
from  day  to  day,  possibly  by  Friday  the  debate 
which  was  now  being  carried  on  in  another 
place  would  have  collapsed.  He  hoped  it 
HDiild. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  8HRIMSKI  said  he  had  pro- 
Biised  the  day  before  to  support  his  honour- 
Able  friend  Mr.  McLean,  but  this  day  he  in- 
tended to  support  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Walker.  As  for  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jones, 
be  thought  their  friend  had  taken  a  strange 
departure  in  quoting  Scripture,  and  in  read- 
ing lectures  to  the  Council.  The  honourable 
gentleman  was.  appearing  in  a  new  garb  al- 
together, one  for  which  he  was  totally  unfitted, 
And  be  .would  advise  the  honourable  gentleman 
not  to  attempt  to  fill  the  x6le  again. 

VOL.  OVI.— 17. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  A.  LEE  SMITH  hoped  the 
Council  would  accept  the  position  stated  by  the 
Minister  of  Education,  and  adjourn  from  day 
to  day. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ORMOND  asked  the  Minister 
of  Education  to  consider  whether  it  was  de^ 
sirable  or  reasonable  fhat  the  Council  should 
continue  this  old  practice  of  adjourning  on  all 
occa<)ions  when  votes  of  no  confidence,  were 
proposed  in  another  place.  It  mu^t  be  evident 
to  alt  of  them  that  there  were  plenty  of  social 
and  other  questions  of  interest  to  the  country 
that  the  Council  might  be  dealing  with  at 
times  such  as  these.  One  could  instance  any 
number  of  matters  that  the  gentleman  lead- 
ing the  Council  might  bring  before  them 
for  consideration.  Of  oourde,  it  was  for 
the  Government  to  ask  the  Council  to 
conduct  the  business  in  such  a  way  as  was 
calculated  to  push  on  the  business  of  the 
country,  and,  that  being  so,  he  asked  the 
honourable  gentleman  if  the  time  had  not 
come  when  a  change  should  be  made  in  the 
absurd  practice  into  which  they  had  dropped. 
He  thought  it  was  the  general  wish  of  the 
Council  that  some  such  change  should  be 
made.  At  any  rate,  an  opportunity  might 
be  given  to  the  Council  to  express  its  opinion 
on  the  matter,  so  that  a  rule  might  be  esta- 
blished that  would  be  more  in  accordance  with 
the  desires  of  members,  and  that  would  result, 
too,  in  work  being  done  that  would  be  for  the 
good  of  the  publio. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said  there  was  a  vote 
of  want  of  confidence  in  the  House  every  year. 
The  constitutional  practice  from  which  they 
had  borrowed  their  custom  proceeded  on  an 
entirely  different  supposition  when  a  similar 
state  of  affairs  arose  with  them.  In  the  Im- 
perial Parliament,  when  a  vote  of  want  of  oan- 
fidence  was  moved  against  the  Government,  all 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Lords  employed 
their  own  particular  influenca  in  other  di- 
rections. All  the  Council  desired,  he  under- 
stood, was  that  its  usefulness  should  be  per- 
petuated in  the  colony,  and  that  it  should 
be  enabled  efficiently  to  perform  that  duty 
which  was  properly  the  duty  of  the  Council. 
He  thought  it  would  be  found  that  the 
Council  merely  desired  to  say  that  the 
presence  of  its  members  each  year,  irre- 
spective of  tht)  occasional  motions  of  want 
of  confidence,  should  be  availed  of  for  the 
benefit  of  the  colony.  Situated  as  he  was, 
it  was  always  difficult  for  him  not  to  vute 
for  a  week's  adjournment  in  favour  of  those 
persons  who  lived  away  from  Wellington. 
Personally  he  was  put  to  no  inconvenience, 
but  other  members  who  came  from  other  parts 
of  the  colony  naturally  wished  to  get  to  the 
business  and  to  get  it  over.  That  was  an  issue 
that  should  not  enter  into  consideration  when 
the  interests  of  the  colony  were  at  stake.  As 
far  as  he  was  dincerned,  he  liked  to  further  the 
views  of  those  persons  whose  business  was  press* 
iog.  He  desired  to  strengthen  the  imprpssiod 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormood  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bo  wen 
ha'i  already  made  on  the  Council  when  the^* 
sought  to  establish  a  new  principle  on  whioh  to 
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proceed,  tbat  principle  being  the  keeping  in 
view  of  the  essential  interests  of  the  colony , 
apart  from  the  political  interests  of  parties. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOLT  said  there  was  one 
tbirg  about  the  amendment  the  Hon.  Mr. 
McLean  had  proposed  that  was  very  gratifying. 
He  did  not  know  the  lionoQrable  gentleman 
had  changed  his  mind  on  the  question  of  State 
farmR,  and  that  he  had  suddenly  got  a  new- 
born zeal  to  inquire  into  them.  He  was  glad 
to  think  that  was  the  case.  He  would  like  to 
mention  a  cognate  question— that  of  the  non- 
emplo3ment  of  men  who  were  anxious  to  get 
work  to  do.  If  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  was 
anxious  to  see  the  State  farms,  he  was  also 
anxious,  probably,  to  attend  the  conference 
to  be  held  shortly  to  consider  that  question ; 
and,  if  so,  he  bad  much  pleasure  in  giving  his 
friend  a  cordial  invitation  to  attend  that  con- 
ference. At  any  rate,  it  appeared  to  him  the 
amendment  had  not  been  brought  before  the 
Council  seriously.  On  the  prsTious  day  the 
honourable  gentleman  gave  a  feasible  reason 
for  adjournment — that  he  wanted  to  attend  ta 
his  own  business — but  he  (Mr.  Bolt)  could 
not  regard  the  amendment  now  before  the 
Oounoil  otherwise  than  as  a  j^ke. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKER  trusted  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  and  the  other  members  of 
the  Council  who  had  spoken  understood  that 
the  present  position  was  one  he  had  not  created. 
It  was  a  custom  that  had  been  handed  down 
to  them  for  many  years;  but  if  the  Council 
desired  to  discuss  the  matter  from  the  stand- 

Kint  of  the  principle  of  the  custom  he  would 
very  pleased  indeed  to  give  the  Council  an 
opportunity  to  do  so.  It  was  his  o  vn  wish  to 
get  work  before  the  Council,  but  in  the  position 
in  which  he  was  now  placed  he  was  simply 
doing  hie  duty,  as  his  predecessors  had  done. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  thought  there  was 
no  joke  about  the  matter  at  all.  Every  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  must  feel  the  absurdity  of 
meeting  day  after  day  and  doing  absolutely 
nothing,  wht  n  there  were  many  useful  things 
to  which  their  attention  might  be  directed. 
He  supported  the  suggestion  that  the  Council 
should  be  given  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
the  matter,  and  the  direction  indicated  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bowen  and  the  Hon.  Mr  Ormond 
was  the  proper  form  the  matter  should  take. 
He  thought  that  on  the  occasion  of  a  motion  of 
want  of  confidence  in  another  place — which 
happened  more  than  once  in  a  session — their 
deliberations  need  not  be  interrupted.  Matters 
that  were  purely  OoTemment  matters  might 
very  easily  be  held  over  pending  such  a  debate  ; 
but  there  were  many  social  matters  to  which 
they  could  give  thc^ir  attention,  and  to  which 
their  attention  mii^ht  usefully  be  devoted.  He 
trusted  the  Minif>ter  would  give  the  Council  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  that  matter,  and  of 
coming  to  a  concluMion  upon  it.  He  was  sure 
it  would  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and 
would  be  an  advance  and  improvement  upon 
their  present  practice. 

The  Hon.  Captain  MORRIS  said  if  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Walker  would  lie  enabled  to  lay  matters 
before  them  of  the  description  which  had  been 
Hon,  Dr.  Qraee 


suggested,  or  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  whether,  in  future,  they  should 
alter  their  mode  of  procedure,  it  would  to  a 
certain  extent  alter  his  vote.  He  agreed  with 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormond  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonsr 
that  it  would  be  desirable  to  discuss  other 
matters  while  a  no-confidence  debate  was  pro- 
ceeding in  another  place.  This  sort  of  thfaig 
might  happen  again.  He  thought  it  was  de- 
sirable some  alteration  should  be  made  in  their 
procedure  in  this  respect. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PINKERTON  would  like  to 
offer  one  suggestion.  Supposing  they  went  on 
working  and  passed  some  measure,  and  it  hap* 
pened  that  the  motion  of  no  confidence  were 
carried  in  another  place,  in  that  oase  their 
work  would  go  for  nothing.  There  might  bs  sa 
appeal  to  the  country,  or  the  accession  of  a  new 
Ministry.  What,  then,  was  the  use  of  doing 
work  which  after  all  might  turn  out  to  be  of  no 
avail  ?  It  was  better  for  the  Council  to  adjooni 
now,  and  stand  by  in  order  to  allow  memben 
to  fight  out  their  position  in  the  other  Cbamba; 
and  then  the  Council  would  know  what  th^ 
were  doing. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TWOMEY  did  not  Uiink  the 
arguments   of    the    last   speaker  would    hold 
water,  for  the  very  reason  that  the  other  House 
had  frequently  done  work  which  the  CouneQ 
had  destroyed,  and  that  the  Counoil  had  done 
work  which  the  other  Chamber  had  not  tinM 
to  complete.    In  all  those  cases  both  Housot 
had  been   working  in  vain,  and   he  thooglit 
that   it   would    be    better    that    they    should 
run     the    risk    of    working    in    vain    for    a 
time  than  be   doing    nothing.    There  vras  a 
great  deal  of  work  to  be  done.    If  they  got  it  to 
do  now  they  were  able  to  give  it  due  consideia^ 
tion,  but  by-and-by,   towards   the  end  of  the 
session,  they    would    be    rushing   it   through 
— perhaps  some  most  important  policy  mear 
sure-> without  ever  having  the  opportmiity  of 
fully  considering  it.    For  this  reason,  if  tiieie 
was  no  constitutional  difficulty  in  the  way* 
he  would  certainly  be  disposed  to  agree  witffc 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Ormondes  suggestion  that  thsj 
should  ignore  anything  that  might  be  oocnning 
in  another  place,  and  proceed  with  the  basnnMt 
quite  regardless  of  any  matters  that  might  be 
before  the  other  Chamber.    No-confidenee  d^ 
bates  were  becoming  too  frequent.    Perhapa  it 
would  be  an  exaggeration  to  say  they  h^^ened 
once  a  week.    At  any  rate,  there  were  two  or 
three,  he  believed,  in  a  week  last  session,  anS 
it  would  be  no    exaggeration    at  all  to  say 
they  were  coming  to  be  of  monthly  oocnneneat 
so  that  the  Council  was  too  often  at  a  standatiU; 
^nd  while  this  state  of  things  obtained  then 
was  very  little  prospect  of  the  Goiueil  pe^ 
forming  efficiently  the  functions  for  which  it 
had  existence. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  be  retained.* 


Jenninga 
Jones 
KeUy,  T. 
Ken 
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Baillie 
Bamiooat 
Bolt 
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MeCailoagh 

Shrimski            Twomey 

PiakertOD 

Smith,  A.  L.      Walker,  W.  G. 

RmT68 

Tomoana           Williams. 

SootlAnd 

Nobs,  11. 

Bonar 

McLean             Stevens 

Bowen 

Morris                Swanson 

Gnoa 

Ormond              Taiaroa. 

Johnston 

Rigg 

Majority  for,  11. 

Amendment 

negatived. 

The  CounoU 

adjourned  at  three  o'clock  p.m. 

H008B   OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wsdfiesday,  5tk  July,  1899. 


FaJntan  injared  afe  Parliament  Baildings— Address 
in  Seply :  No  Confldence. 

Hr.  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'oloek,  p.m. 

Pkatxbs. 

PAINTBRS  INJURED  AT  PARLIAMENT 
BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  (Wellington  City) 
aiked  the  Minister  for  Puhlic  Works  if  the 
Qovemment  would  take  such  steps  as  would 
poperly  provide  for  those  painters  who  were 
iBJued  ai  the  parliamentary  buildinss,  more 
Mpedaliy  Mr.  Lilly  white,  who,  he  believed, 
would  not  recover  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time,  and  would  probably  be  some  months  on 
ontches  ? 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  saifi,  in  reference  to  this  unfortunate 
•eddent,  the  department  were  in  no  way  to 
Uftme.  There  was  one  man — a  single  man— in 
the  hospital,  and  another  man,  with  a  family 
lo  ^maintain,  whose  injuries  were  not  of  a 
lerioQs  nature.  As  regards  these  two  men,  the 
department  were  finding  light  employment  for 
the  man  with  a  family ;  and,  as  to  the  other 
iDsn,wfao  was  in  the  hospital,  he  had  given 
instmctions  vhat,  under  the  circumstances,  he 
Wpaid  £1  lOs.  a  week  for  one  month,  when  a 
Rport  would  be  furnished  as  to  his  condition, 
ial  he  (Mr.  Hall-Jones)  would  consider  what 
■honld  further  be  done. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON  asked  if  the  Minister 
voold  extend  the  payment  over  the  month  if 
ke  foond  on  medical  advice  the  man  was  still 
VDfit  for  work.  Did  the  Minister  intend  to 
aiske  the  month  final  ? 

Mr.  HALL  JONES  said  he  would  require  a 
Foster's  certificate  stating  what  the  man*s  con- 
dition was,  and  then  he  would  be  able  to  judge. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY :  NO  CONFIDENCE. 

ADJOURNED  DBBATB. 

Kr.  McGUIRE  (Hawera).~Sir,  I  wish  to  say 
a  few  words  in  the  first  place,  on  the  subject 
of  the  Marine  scandal.  I  regret,  Sir,  uiat 
Ike  Ri^t  Hon.  the  Premier  and  the  Minister 
oi  Marine  did  not  see  fit  to  come  before  the 


House  and  court  any  inquiry  the  House  might 
choose  to  institute.    It  is  a  most  extraordinary 
thing  they  should  take  the  steps  they  have 
done  in  appointing  a  Royal  Commission  to  go 
into  the  matter  on  the  very  eve  of  the  House 
meeting.    Had  they  done  it  a  few  months  ago, 
and  had  the  Royal  Commission  reported,  we 
could  well  understand  it;   but  to  appoint  % 
Court  just  as  the  House  was  meeting  seems 
one  of   the  many  things  in  this  and    other 
matters  very  difficult  to  understand.    No  doubt- 
the  Premier  and  the  Minister  of  Marine  know 
what  they  are  doing.    If  they  have  done  no 
wrong  they  have  nothing  whatever  to  fear ;  and 
why  do  they  object  to  a  Committee  of  this 
House  investigating  the  alleged  charges?     I 
think  they  should  have  courted   the  keenest 
inquiry  into  the  matter.    The  Premier,  speak- 
ing  at  Opunake  in  April   last,  declared  that 
Ministers  were  only  responsible  to  Parliament, 
and  were  not  responsible  to  any  Royal  Commis- 
sion.   Then,  why  object  to  the  amendment  of 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  ?    Was  the  state- 
ment that  he  made  at  Opunake  sincere  and 
honest  ?    If  so,  how  is  it  he  has  changed  his 
mind  so  quickly  on  the  matter  of  setting  up  a 
Royal  Commission?    Shall  I  tell  the  House 
why  the  Oovemment  have  set  up  a  Royal  Com* 
mission  ? 

Hon.  Mbmbbbs. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.~I  hear  a  few  honourable 
gentlemen  saying  **  Hear,  hear."  Considering 
that  those  gentlemen  are  as  well  acquainted 
as  I  am  with  those  reasons,  I  shall  not  now 
communicate  them  to  the  House.  There  is 
not  a  gentleman  in  the  House  but  is  as  well 
acquainted  with  the  reasons,  and  no  one. 
knows  them  better  than  the  Premier  and  the 
Minister  of  Marine. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbbb. — Dead  marines. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.^Some  of  them  are  dead,  no 
doubt — Captain  Allman  and  some  other?  will 
have  to  walk  the  plank.  What  is  there  in  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition that  can  be  taken  exception  to  by  any 
member  on  either  side  of  the  House  ?  It  is  as 
follows : — 

*'  We  would  respectfully  inform  Your  Excel- 
lency that,  inasmuch  as  no  Royal  Commission 
can  constitutionally  inquire  into  the  conduct 
of  Ministers  in  relation  to  their  departments ; 
and  whereas  Ministers  have  on  a  former 
and  similar  occasion  pleaded  their  constitu- 
tional privilege  to  exempt  them  from  giving 
evidence  before  a  Royal  Commission,  this 
House  affirms  its  undoubted  right  to  fullv 
inquire  into  the  connection  of  Ministers  with 
the  issue  of  a  master's  certificate  to  Captain 
Jones,  of  the  *'Duco,"  independently  of  any 
inquiry  by  the  Royal  Commission." 

Surely  there  is  nothing  in  that  amendment, 
moved  by  Captain  Russell,  that  can  be  taken 
exception  to.  You  would  think  Ministers  them* 
selves  would  have  been  delighted  t^  accept  it. 
I  am  very  much  surprised  they  have  not  done 
so.  It  is  said  the  Premier  was  very  anxious  to 
get  Captain  Jones  a  certificate,  and  in  order  to 
do  so  he  sent  the  following  telegram  from  Auck^ 
land  when  leaving  for  the  Jubilee,  at  a  time 
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when  his  mind  must  have  been  full  of  other 
matters.  He  said,  telegraphing  to  the  Minister 
of  Marine, — 

"I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  have  the 
question  of  issuing  a  certificate  to  Captain 
Jones  settled.  From  papers  presented  to  me,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  be  is  entitled  to  what  he 
wants,  and  much  better  qualified  than  [men- 
tioning certain  name>4] .  Captain  AUman  thinks 
that  he  is  highly  qualified." 

Let  us  contrast  this  with  what  the  Premier 
said  in  Dunedin  on  the  28th  February  last. 
There  he  said, — 

**  I  neither  spoke  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hall-Jones 
about  Captain  Jones's  examination,  nor  did  I 
write  to  him.  I  went  away  to  England  in 
April,  and  the  examination  took  place  in  July. 
Ttie  first  I  knew  of  Captain  Jones  or  his  exami- 
nation was  after  Mr.  Hutch eson,  senior  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City,  had  made  his  speech 
in  the  House." 

Now,  is  that  correct  ?     What  do  honourable 

Sentlemen  think  of  it?  Do  they  think  the 
^remier  was  very  disingenuous  in  the  state- 
mien  t  he  made  in  Dunedin  ?  Has  it  a  ring  of 
honesty  and  smoeiity  ?  Was  it  made  with  the 
object  of  throwing  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people  ?  For  what  purpose  has  he  been  de- 
ceiving them  ?  Members  must  draw  their  own 
conclusion  ;  and  what  conclusion  can  members 
come  to?  That,  had  it  not  been  for  the  ex- 
amination that  took  place  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  the  evidence  of  the  Premier  and 
of  the  Minister  of  Marine,  given  reluctantly  on 
oath,  we  should  have  heard  nothing  about  this 
Marine  scandal.  There  may  be  other  scandals 
just  as  bad  which  have  not  come  to  light ;  but 
this  one  has  come  to  light,  and  has  brought 
discredit  on  the  Government,  and  I  say  the 
House  shonld  do  its  duty  in  the  matter,  and 
inquire  into  it  fully,  both  in  the  interest 
of  the  Premier  and  of  the  Minister  of  Marine. 
We  have  been  told  in  tlie  debate  that  even  the 
ladies  approached  Mr.  Seddon  as  a  depata- 
lion  in  order  that  he  might  get  a  certificate  for 
Captain  Jones.  Surely  the  Premier  would  have 
remembered  them  when  speaking  at  Dunedin  ; 
I  never  knew  him  to  neglect  the  ladies  except 
on  one  occasion.  I  shall  remember  that  occa- 
■ion  as  long  as  I  live,  because  he  pretended  to 
have  assisted  them  afterwards.  It  was  on  an 
occasion  when  we  had  the  Women's  Franchise 
debate.  On  that  great  occasion  Mr.  Seddon, 
when  the  division- bell  rang,  walked  out  of  the 
House.  He  deserted  the  ladies.  But  surely  he 
eould  not  have  forgotten  a  deputation  of  ladies 
on  this  occasion ;  it  is  a  very  extraordinary 
thing  if  be  has.  Now,  let  us  consider  another 
wire — not  from  the  Premier  on  this  occasion, 
but  from  the  Minister  of  Marine,  which  was 
read  by  the  Premier  on  the  24th  February, 
at  Dunedin.  This  is  what  the  Minister  of 
Marine  says :  "  You  were  not  in  this  country 
at  the  time ;  and  we  at  no  time  had  any 
conversation  about  Jones,  his  cerGifioate,  or 
anything  concerning  him,  till  some  time 
after  Mr.  Hutcheson's  speech."  Now,  what 
do  you  think  of  the  Minister  in  ohaige  of  this 
department? 

Mr,  McOuire 


An  Hon.  Member. —Not  mach. 

Mc.  McGUlBE.— >The  honourable  gentleman 
is  quite  right.  No  one  can  oume  to  any  other 
conclusion.  He  is  becoming  quite  as  famous 
as  the  Premier,  and  almost  as  notorious.  He 
is  quite  as  proficient  in  the  art  of  writing  tele- 
grams, and  can  write  them  as  disingenuonsly 
as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  hi  ins*!  f. 
What  a  grand  thing  it  is  for  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Hall- Jones  to  have  such  a  learned  master.  The 
Premier  must  be  well  pleased  with  the  progresi 
of  the  Minister  of  Marine.  I  should  like  to 
oall  the  attention  of  honourable  gentlemen  to 
another  aspect  of  this  question — namely,  the 
speech  delivered  by  the  Premier  at  lover- 
cargill.  He  made  the  following  statement 
there :  — 

*'  That  no  doubt  they  were  led  to  believe 
that  the  (Government  connived  at  and  assisted 
Captain  Jones  to  obtain  a  master's  certificara 
But  the  facts  were  refuted,  and  the  charges 
made  by  his  opponents  had  been  annihilated 
one  by  one." 

What  audacity  I  If  that  statement  is  cor- 
rect, why  does  he  fear  a  Committee  of  this 
House,  and  why  does  he  appoint  a  Royal  Com- 
mission ?  Surely  these  are  matters  that  oogkk 
to  have  the  serious  consideration  of  this  Home; 
but  no  person  should  koow  better  than  the 
light  honourable  gentleman  whether  thecs  ii 
a  particle  or  atom  of  truth  in  the  statemsot 
We  all  know  that  the  Premier  is  a  great  msa, 
and  quite  an  adept  at  deceiving  members  of 
the  House  and  the  peop>e  of  tbia  colon j, 
and  no  doubt  he  attempted  (o  do  it  on 
that  ooca*>ion  at  Inveroargill.  And  the  Hob. 
Mr.  Hall-Jones  has  made  such  progress  ia 
the  art  of  deception  that  he  is  now  able  to 
run  a  neok-and-neck  race  iHth  the  Hon.  tiis 
Premier.  However,  I  am  very  glad  to  got 
away  from  this  Marine  soandal,  and  fmm  sll 
other  scandals  in  connection  with  this  Hooss; 
hut  I  fear  that,  as  long  as  we  have  tbs 
right  honourable  gentleman  and  the  gieak 
Minister  of  Marine  conducting  the  affairs  of 
this  colony,  so  long  shall  we  have  Muine 
and  other  scandals.  Sir,  I  wish  to  coogrstn- 
late  the  Govern  men  t  on  their  proposak  con- 
tained in  His  Excellency's  Speech,  to  cany 
into  effect  the  suggestion  made  by  my  col- 
lesgue  the  member  for  Patea  —  that  was,  to 
reduce  the  rate  of  interest  on  the  advances  to 
settlors  from  5  per  cent,  to  4^  per  cent.  Now, 
this  is  a  step  in  the  right  airection,  and  tbs 
honourable  member  for  Patea  is  to  be  oon- 
gratulated  on  bringing  the  matter  forward  last 
session.  I  have  to  thank  the  Hon.  the  Premiei 
for  taking  this  matter  up,  because  it  is  one' 
that  is  in  the  interest  of  the  setUera  in  the ; 
country  districts.  Another  matter  I  am  veiy ' 
pleased  to  see  mentioned,  and  which  I  mo^' 
congratulate  the  Government  on,  is  the  refe^ 
ence  in  His  Excellency's  speech  to  the  re* 
duction  of  the  taxation  on  the  neces*>aries  of 
life.  This  matter  has  been  a  plank  in  the 
Opposition  platform,  and  has  been  fspokenofi 
by  them  throughout  the  colony.  We  are  veiy 
glad  to  see  that  the  Grovemmeut  are  taking  up 
those  planks  and  adopting  them  as  their  om 
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ai  quickly  as  they  are  thrown  oot.  But  I 
BDcerely  hope  they  will  carry  ont  this  proposed 
zedocuon  on  the  neoessaxiea  of  life  into  effect, 
because  at  the  present  time  the  people  are 
paying  ander  an  extremely  high  tcu'iff,  and 
hnndrads  of  thousands  of  pounds  have  been 
mmng  out  of  them  quite  unnecessarily.  The 
difference  between  the  tariff  of  the  Atkinson 
Government  and  the  tariff  of  the  present 
Qovemment  would  be  both  instructive  and 
bteresting.  Another  matter  I  have  been 
idvocatir  g  for  a  long  time  is  the  reduction  of 
interest  on  the  loans  to  local  bodies.  That  is 
a  matter  in  the  true  interests  of  the  country 
also,  and  1  am  sorry  that  the  Premier  has  not 
placed  that  question  in  the  forefront  of  His 
Excellency's  Address,  because  it  is  a  very  im- 
portant one  to  the  colony  and  to  every  one  who 
048  the  true  interests  of  the  settlers  at  heart. 
The  settlerv,  yon  know,  Sir,  are  the  backbone 
of  cbii  country,  and  we  should  assist  them  by 
letting  them  have  money  at  a  reasonable  rate 
of  interest  to  enable  them  to  make  Boads  and 
bridges.  In  my  own  district  the  one  thing  that 
wa^  necessary  above  all  others  is  to  have  good 
roads,  and  for  that  purpose  we  have  borrowed 
money  under  the  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act  to 
a  large  extent.  This  matter  was  brought  before 
the  Premier  as  he  travelled  round  the  country. 

Mr.  SEDDON.—That  is  the  advantage  of 
travelling.  I  saw  myself  that  they  wanted 
these  roads. 

Mr.  McQUIRE. — Yes ;  money  at  a  low  rate 
of  interest.  This  matter  has  been  brought 
Qnd»r  your  notice  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Hawera.  I  have  always  advocated  that  the 
mte  of  interest  should  be  reduced  from  5  to  8 
per  cent.  In  the  Provincial  District  of  Tara- 
naki  we  have  borrowed  large  sums  of  money 
to  pat  our  roads  in  order,  and  to  keep  them  in 
thorough  repair,  because  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
MIT  in  the  interest  of  the  dairying  industry  in 
that  district  that  the  roads  should  be  in  a  good 
eoodiiion.  The  milk  has  to  be  taken  to  the 
factories  daily;  and  if  the  interest  on  these 
loans  were  reduced  it  would  be  a  great 
advantage  to  the  settlers.  As  we  all  know, 
the  dairy  industry  has  done  much  good 
in  the  ooantry,  and  the  settlers,  who  have 
to  work  early  Sbnd  late,  should  have  some 
eonstderation  given  them.  Besides,  since  the 
leans  to  local  bodies  has  been  paused,  the 
prioe  of  money  has  fallen  2  or  3  per  cent., 
and  it  has  not  only  fallen  in  New  Zealand  but 
it  has  fallen  thronghont  the  world,  and  there- 
fore the  Government  would  only  be  doing  an 
act  of  jastioe  to  the  people  of  this  colony  if 
they  reduced  the  rate  of  interest  on  these  loans 
to  at  lea.Ht  3  per  cent.  Sir,  I  need  hardly 
tell  the  Government  and  honourable  members 
that,  if  the  farmers  of  New  Zealand  are  in 
a  floansking  condition,  all  other  branches  of 
Imsineas  would  also  be  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion ;  if  the  farming  industry  is  depressed  the 
other  industries  feel  it  and  become  also  de- 
pressed ;  if  farming  is  flourishing  in  the  country 
the  towns  also  will  flourish.  I  regret  that  so 
little  encouragement  has  been  given  by  the 
Premier  to  the    dairy  ini^nstry.      When  you 


compare  the  encouragement  given  to  this  in- 
dustry  to  that  given  to  the  gold-mining  indue-! 
try,  what  do  you  find  ?  Last  session  I  went 
through  the  appropriatiouR,  and  I  found  that 
the  appropriations  for  1897-96  for  the  gold.* 
fields  amounted  to  a  total  of  something  like 
i^60,000,  while  the  appropriations  for  the  dairy 
industry  amounted  to  only  the  modest  sum 
of  £20,000,  BO  that  there  is  a  great  difference 
there.  The  Bight  Hon.  the  Piemier  has  been 
running  round  the  country.  I  must  confesa 
that  he  has  paid  particuUr  attention  to  the 
Taranaki  District.  He  has  been  around  Mount 
Egmont,  and  the  people  gave  him  every  atten« 
tion.  He  had  plenty  to  eat  and  plenty  to 
drink,  but  apparently  he  was  not  satisfied,  for 
he  took  advantage  of  the  weighing-machines  at 
difierent  factories  in  order  to  se^  if  his  weight 
had  increafled.  1  was  given  to  understand  that 
he  was  satisfied  on  tbat  point.  I  therefore 
think  he  ought  to  have  shown  more  conBidera<> 
tion  for  our  settlers. 

Mr.    SEDDON.  —  The    machines    worked 
splendidly. 

Mr.  McGUIBE.— You  have  not,  I  admit, 
shown  much  consideration  for  the  machines,  but 
you  should  have  some  consideration  for  the  set- 
tlers and  not  handicap,  as  you  did,  the  machines. 
If  palaver  and  soft-soap  were  any  assistance, 
they  are  under  an  evei lasting  debt  of  gratibude 
to  you ;  but  it  will  take  a  lot  of  soft  soap  to 
convince  them  that  the  gold.mining  industry 
should  receive  more  consideration  from  you 
than  the  dairy  industry.  The  people  of  the 
electorate  I  have  the  honour  to  represent  are 
not  so  dense  as  they  might  appear  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  ;  there  is  nothing  in  the 
pure  mountain  air  to  obscure  their  vision. 
They  have  weighed  him  in  their  machines,  and 
they  have  found  him  wanting  in  everything 
— excepting  avoirdupois.  They  behold  him  in 
his  true  light.  The  people  of  my  district  are 
exceedingly  hospitable.  The  Premier  can  al- 
ways count  on  a  good  dinner,  and  something  to 
wash  it  down  with,  when  he  goes  there.  They 
knew  that  the  honourable  genUeman  was  play- 
ing a  political  game,  and  they  also  took  a  hand 
in  it,  but  it  will  be  seen  at  the  general  eleotion 
who  holds  the  best  hand.  There  is  one  things 
however,  that  I  think  the  Premier  will  agree 
with,  and  that  is,  that  Taranaki  is  a  good 
field  for  any  man  with  a  small  amount  of 
capital,  and  who  has  a  good  wife  and  a  large 
family  of  energetic  young  people  who  do  not 
fear  to  work.  If  such  men  will  go  up  to  that 
district  they  will  find  it  is  the  place  where  the^ 
can  lay  the  foundation  of  their  fortunes.  I 
would  advise  people  who  are  not  properly 
settled  at  the  present  time  to  go  to  tbat  dis- 
trict. They  want  some  means,  I  admit,  but 
there  is  no  better  district  for  making  a  com- 
mencement ;  and  if  the  Government  will  only 
purchase  the  unsold  Native  lands  and  open 
them  up  by  means  of  roads  and  bridges^  and 
put  the  right  class  of  settlers  on  them,  they 
will  give  a  great  fillip  to  the  colociy,  and  confer 
a  benefit  on  thounands  who  cannot  find  suit- 
able land  at  the  present  time.  But  the  Go^cn-' 
ment  are  dilly-dallying  with  this  aU-tmportan 
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matter.  It  is  quite  true  that  the  Government 
gent  a  certain  olass  of  settlers  up  to  the  Pro- 
▼inoial  District  of  Taranaki,  and  put  them  on 
the  land,  but  in  moat  cases  they  were  men  with- 
out  experience  or  capital ;  and  the  consequence 
18  that  the  settlements  have  been  a  failure. 
But  if  the  right  class  had  been  sent,  and  facili- 
ties were  given  to  them  by  the  opening-up  of  the 
country  by  means  of  roads  and  bridges,  and  if 
they  had  surveyed  the  land  into  suitable  sec 
tions,  success  would  have  been  assured.  We, 
therefore,  should  have  men  of  means,  and  they 
oould  be  sandwiched  with  men  of  small  means 
or  of  no  means  at  all,  to  the  mutual  advantage 
of  all.  Bui  to  put  men  on  the  back  blocks  with- 
out experience,  means,  or  roads,  simply  means 
that  the  Qovernment  had  little  or  no  knowledge, 
and  were  therefore  courting  disaster.  That  is 
the  misfortune  we  have  had  to  suffer  from  in 
the  past.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything  about 
the  Minister  of  Lands,  because  that  honourable 
gentleman  is  away  recruiting  his  health.  I 
hope  that  he  will  come  back  in  renewed  health 
and  strength,  and  when  he  comes  back  I  hope 
he  will  do  better  in  regard  to  aettlement  as 
far  aa  the  North  Island  is  concerned,  because 
I  say,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  up  to 
the  present  time  settlement  in  this  Island  has 
not  been  the  success  it  should  have  been.  The 
administration  has  been  most  deplorable.  Now, 
g  Q  there  is  a  matter  I  should  like  to  see 
the  Government  doing— that  is,  assist- 
ing the  settlers:  the  Premier  promised  to  do 
something  in  that  direction— that  is,  with  re- 

Srd  to  snbsidising  steamers  in  order  that  our 
iiy  produce  would  be  carried  to  the  markets 
of  the  world  with  regularity  and  despatch. 
This  is  very  important,  but  I  regret  to  say  it 
has  been  neglected  in  the  past.  The  Premier, 
speaking  on  freights,  told  us  at  Kaponga  and 
Bawera  that  he  had  saved  the  producers 
about  £70,000  a  year  when  he  went  Home  to 
represent  us  at  the  Queen's  Jubilee ;  but,  not- 
withstanding this  great  benefit,  he  said  there 
were  certain  classes  who  cavilled  at  the  insig- 
nificant amount  of  his  expenses  —  namely, 
£1,750 — which  amount  does  not  include  his 
secretaries'  expenses.  He  said  the  freight  on 
every  bale  of  wool  sent  Home  is  now  58.  less 
than  it  was  before  he  attended  the  Jubilee. 
This  statement  has  been  refuted  on  many 
occasions.  The  Premier  has  often  told  mem- 
bers of  this  House  and  the  people  of  the 
country  how  his  heart  bleeds  for  them.  If 
that  is  so,  why  has  he  given  all  the  considera- 
tion to  the  wool  kings  and  exporters  of  frozen 
meat  and  forgotten  the  dairy  industry,  which 
is  composed  of  struggling  settlers.  He  has 
always  given  this  House  to  understand  that  he 
was  the  champion  of  the  weak  as  against  the 

f>werful.  However,  he  made  a  promise,  and 
will  endeavour  to  keep  him  to  that  promise— 
namely.to  make  arrangements  whereby  steamers 
with  dairy  produce  will  be  despatched  with 
regularity  and  punctuality,  so  that  business- 
men in  the  Old  Country  will  know  with  some 
certainty  when  to  expect  dairy  produce  to 
arrive,  and  by  that  means  avoid  a  glut  in  the 
market  and  a  fall  in  price.  This  would  be  a 
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great  advantage  to  the  people  engaged  in  Uu 
dairy  industry.    Now,  with  reference  to  Yie- 
toria,  I  should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the    Government    to   what    they   are   doing 
in    that    colony,  in    order    that   they   may 
take  a  lesson    from    them.        The  Viotoriaa 
Government    laat    year    made  the  following 
appropriations  —  namely,    £50,000    for    oool 
chambers  in  order  to  assist    the  dairying  in- 
dustry ;  £30,000  for  dairy  schools;  £82,500  fot 
technical    and    agricultural     education;  and 
£17,500  in  order  to  enooorage  export  from  that 
country.    So  we  see  that  Sir  George  Tamer, 
the  Premier  of  that  country,  has  really  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  at  heart.     Would  it  not  be 
a  good  thing  if  the  Premier  and  the  Qoven- 
ment  took  a  leaf  out  of  Sir  George  Tamer'i 
book,  and  aaaiated  the  people  in  this  ooonUy, 
eapecially  the  people  on  the  land  ?    When  £^ 
George  Tumer'a  Government  came  into  oflka 
most  of  the  people  were  living  in  the  tovni, 
and   the  country  waa  neglected.    He  there- 
fore aet  to  work.    He  aaw  that  the  towns  most 
go    down    unless    the    country   waa   asaiitei 
and  he  encoureiged  agriculturists  in  all  diieo- 
tiona.    At  the  present  time,  in  every  national 
school  throughout  Victoria,  they  have  experti 
sent  down  from  Melbourne  euid  other  plaeei, 
lecturing,    analyaing    the    aoil,    telling  them 
what  oropa  to  put  in,  et  cetera.     Now,  tnia  ii  a 
great  advantage  to  the  farmers ;  and  the  Go- 
vernment of  this  country  has  a  lot  to  lean 
from  what  baa  taken  place  in  Victoria  with 
reference  to  the  asaiatance  given  to  the  dairy 
and  other  industries  in  tlubt   country.   And 
although  Victoria  ia  in  no  way  to  be  compared 
with  New  Zealand,  nevertheless  under  all  (be 
circumatances  they  are  making  great  headway 
there  at  the  preaent  time.    This  brings  me  to 
our  dairy  achool,  which  waa  to  be  eataUiehed 
in  Taranaki,  but  I  regret  to  say  the  aite  of  it 
has  not  been  fixed  yet.    Although  the  Piemier 
haa  been  several  times  round  the  Mountain, 
he  haa  not  yet  been  able  to  settle  the  aite. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  cannot  settle  it  amoogit 
yourselves. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.— If  the  members  repreeant- 
ing  the  Provmoial  District  of  T&reuiaki  ware  to 
agree  aa  to  the  site  of  the  dairy  sohooli  that 
would  not  suit  the  Premier.  We  know  what 
the  Premier  ia  after,  very  well. 

Mr.  PIBANI.  —  He  wants  to  have  it  at 
Palmerston. 

Mr.  McGUIBE.—He  wants  to  have  it  where- 
ever  he  can  get  the  moat  votes ;  that  is  where  be 
is  determined  to  have  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Where  is  that  spot  ? 

Mr.  MoGUIRE.— I  would  not  like  to  teU 
you. 

An  Hon.  Mexbbb. — Patea. 

Another  Hon.  Mbxbbb. — Kumarak 

Mr.  McGUIBE.— I  do  not  think  any  coontry 
in  the  Australian  Colonies  vriU  compare  with 
New  Zealand.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  GoTam- 
ment  to  encourage  exports  of  every  description 
in  a  legitimate  way,  and  extend  our  commer- 
cial relations  with  other  markets  of  the  worid. 
I  trust  the  Premier  will  take  advantage  of  any 
markets  that  may  crop  up.      I  hear  there  is 
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good  bosinMS  to  be  done  at  the  Gape  and  other 
pkusea*  I  sinoerely  trust  the  Premier  will  not 
nsa  the  opportunity.  I  understand  that  Vio- 
toria  is  up  and  doing  in  this  matter,  and  1  trust 
the  Premier  is  not  asleep.  He  has  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  and  the  Agent- General  at  Home, 
■nd  they  ought  to  be  able  to  make  some 
arrangements  to  take  advantage  of  the  great 
trade  that  will  doubtless  spring  up. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  intend  to  submit  a  pro- 
posal to  the  House  asking  the  House  to 
aath(«ise  the  Government  to  enter  into  negotia- 
tions for  trade  with  the  Gape. 

Mr.  McGUIBB. — I  am  exceedingly  pleased 
to  learn  from  the  Premier  that  prompt  action 
will  be  taken.  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  a  step 
hi  the  right  direction,  and  he  can  count  on  my 
enthnsiastio  support.  I  trust  he  will  submit 
his  proposals  at  an  early  date,  as  there  is  no 
time  to  lose.  Now,  Sir,  many  of  the  measures 
introduced  by  the  Government  I  have  sup- 
ported. I  have  always  supported  the  Govern- 
ment when  I  thought  they  were  acting  in  the 
trae  interests  of  the  country ;  but  Acts  of 
Firliament  alone  will  not  insure  the  progress 
of  the  country.  Acts  want  to  be  thoroughly 
and  honestly  administered.  We  want  honest 
and  thorough  administration  in  every  depart- 
ment of  the  public  service. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — You  have  got  it. 

Mr.  McGUlRE.— I  wish  to  God  we  had  got 
it  I  sincerely  wish  the  Premier  to  turn  over 
a  new  leaf,  and  administer  the  affairs  of  one  of 
the  finest  and  meet  productive  countries  in  the 
world  in  the  true  interest  of  all  classes.  How 
oan  we  expect  proper  administration  when  the 
Premier  has  been  running  about  the  country 
ever  since  the  rising  of  the  House  last  Novem- 
ber? Do  you  think  the  Minister  of  Marine 
has  been  sydministering  things  as  they  ought 
to  be  administered?  The  Premier  has  been 
running  round  the  country  from  the  14th  or 
15th  November,  1898,  until  the  oneeting  of  this 
House  took  place  on  the  23rd  ultimo,  and  how 
ooold  he  have  attended  to  proper  administra- 
tion ?  The  affairs  of  the  country  have  had  to 
look  after  themselves.  What  we  want  above 
all  things  is  honest  administration.  The 
maladministration  we  have  had  in  the 
Mt,  and  up  to  the  present  time,  is 
bringing  this  country  into  utter  contempt. 
There  is  no  constituency  —  hardly  a  nook 
or  comer  of  the  whole  colony — ^where  some- 
thing has  not  been  done  which  is  discreditable 
to  our  rulers.  Bribes  of  all  kinds  have  been 
given,  and  unnecessary  appointments  have  been 
made,  and  but  for  one  purpose — to  insure  votes 
for  the  Government ;  and,  if  the  Government 
honestly  worked  in  the  true  interests  of  the 
country  the  same  as  they  are  working  to  keep 
themselves  on  the  Treasury  benches,  then  we 
thonld  have  one  of  the  best-administered  coun- 
tries in  the  world.  The  democracy  of  this 
country  has  confounded  Seddonism  with  Libe- 
talism  in  the  past;  but  a  change  has  come 
over  the  scene.  If  the  Premier  had  only  billets 
«nough,  and  money  enough  in  the  Treasury,  he 
might  be  able  to  retain  a  certain  class  of  his 
lolloweEB ;  but  there  is  not  money  enough  to  go 


round,  and  not  billets  enough  to  serve  them  all. 
There  is  therefore  great  dissatisfaction  in  the 
Government  camp.  It  is  a  regrettable  fact  thai 
the  present  Administration  have  taken  from 
many  their  self-respect  and  self-reliance.  It 
is  a  blot  which  has  tarnished  the  Government, 
and  which  will  take  a  long  time  to  remove. 
There  will  have  to  be  honest  administration 
for  some  time  before  that  blot  oan  be  erased. 
It  is  one  of  the  things  I  thoroughly  deplore. 
Sir,  I  regret  there  is  no  indication  in  His  Ex- 
cellency's Speech  as  regards  the  policy  of  re- 
versing the  law  with  reference  to  Grown 
tenants,  whereby  they  might  have  the  right 
of  making  freeholds  of  their  property.  I  think 
this  should  be  given.  I  think,  in  the  case  of 
those  who  have  been  settled  on  the  land  for 
some  time,  there  is  a  necessity  for  it.  I  know 
people  in  the  towns  of  this  country  who,  having 
never  had  any  experience  of  the  lands,  think  it 
is  not  necessary  to  have  anything  but  lease- 
hold ;  but  when  men  go  on  to  the  land, 
and  fell  the  bush,  or  fence  or  drain  it, 
as  the  case  may  be,  and  put  up  their  houses, 
they  have  a  very  different  opinion.  I  assure 
the  Premier  there  are  thousands  of  settlers  who, 
if  they  bad  the  right— they  might  not  be  able 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity — would 
make  freeholds  of  their  property.  It  would  be 
of  great  encouragement  to  them,  and  they  are 
entitled  to  that  encouragement.  Of  course,  I 
know  the  Premier  is  against  it,  and  I  know  the 
Minister  of  Lands  has  denounced  it  in  every 
direction ;  nevertheless,  I  doubt  the  sincerity 
of  these  honourable  gentlemen.  If  you  take 
the  Bushy  Park  affair,  you  see  how  desirous  the 
sons  of  the  Minister  of  Lands  were  to  obtain  a 
freehold  property,  and  how  they  were  assisted 
by  the  Premier,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Assets 
Realisation  Board. 

Mr.  SEDDON.-— I  wish  we  oould  make  such 
another  bargain. 

Mr.  McGUIBE.  —  Yes,  Sir;  I  heard  the 
Premier  talking  about  that  bargain  some  time 
ago.  I  heard  him  mention  that  at  Hawera,  and 
I  should  just  like  to  state  what  was  the  position 
in  regard  to  that  affair.  Now,  this  property 
was  leased  to  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Boss 
at  14s.  per  acre,  and  he  paid  a  rental  of  £1,570  a 
year  for  it. 

An  Hon.  Mbxbbb. — When  was  that  ? 

Mr.  MoGUIBE. — That  was  some  consider- 
able time  ago ;  and  it  oould  be  leased  again  for 
the  same  amount.  He  wanted  it  renewed  at 
18s.  per  acre,  which  would  amount  to  a  rental  of 
£1,458,  and  when  he  wanted  that  lease  he 
offered  to  give  a  purchasing  clause  at  £10  per 
acre.  Then  the  property  oame  into  the  hands 
of  the  Assets  Bealisation  Board,  and  what 
happened?  Mr.  Todd,  the  Ghairman  of  the 
Board,  was  communicated  with,  and  asked  if 
the  Board  would  sell  or  lease  Bushy  Park. 
He  said  "  No,"  he  would  not  lease,  he 
would  sell*  and  that  it  would  be  put  up  to 
auction  in  March,  1897.  Now,  Sir,  this  pro- 
perty was  not  put  up  to  auction  in  March, 
1897;  it  was  sold  to  the  Minister's  sons  in 
January  of  that  year,  and  not  at  £10  per  acre, 
as  was  stated  in  the  purchasing  clause  of  Mr. 
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Bops,  but  at  £8  per  acre.  Not  a  single  penny 
of  tlie  purchase  money  was  paid,  and  the  whole 
o{  it  was  to  remain  at  4}  per  cent.  Now,  surely 
if  it  was  go(  d  for  the  B(  ns  of  the  Minister  that 
they  should  have  the  right  to  buy  the  freehold 
of  the  property,  it  is  also  a  good  thing  for 
tenants  of  the  Crown  to  have  the  same  right. 
You  would  hardly  believe  the  Premier  is  sincere 
in  this  matter  ;  it  is  hard  to  believe  also  that 
the  Minister  of  Lands  is  honef-t  and  sincere. 
Now,  I  like  honest  and  sincere  people;  but  I 
certainly  say  this :  I  detest  hypocrites.  I  trust 
the  Gt  vernment  will  not  go  to  any  great  ex- 
penditure on  our  harbour-defences,  but  I  would 
like  to  see  them  encouragirig  our  young  men 
in  Volunteering.  In  Hawera  there  were  a 
number  of  }  oung  men  anxious  to  form  a  Yolun- 
tefr  corps.  I  used  my  utmost  endeavours  to 
induce  the  Government  to  accept  the  ser- 
vices of  that  corps;  but,  no,  the  Gbvernment 
would  not  accept  their  services.  Agsin,  in 
Stratford,  a  number  of  suitable  young  fellows 
wanted  to  form  a  Volunteer  ooips  there.  They 
made  application  to  the  Government,  and  I 
tbit  k  I  thai  I  be  borne  out  in  my  statement  by 
ti^e  hcnourable  member  for  Egmont  when  I 
gay  that  that  application  was  also  refused. 
And  then,  again,  at  Waitara  the  same  thing 
happened. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— We  cannot  withstand  it. 

Mr.  McGUlRE.— Yes,  Sir,  you  can  withstand 
it  when  it  suits  your  purpose  to  withstand  it. 
Y(U  told  the  people  at  Hawera  that  I  was 
fairly  treated  so  far  as  public  money  was 
concerned.  Now,  why  was  1  fairly  treated  ? 
Because  1  was  a  member  of  the  Opposition 
who  was  not  afraid  to  speak  out.  I  had  to 
fight  for  every  penny  that  I  got  for  the  un- 
fortunate settlers  in  the  back  country,  ai;d  I 
was  only  trying  to  keep  them  there,  and  doing 
my  duty.  It  is  true  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of 
Lands  denounced  me  in  reference  to  this  mat- 
ter, but  at  the  same  time  the  very  fact  of  my 
bringing  the  matter  before  the  House  was 
the  only  reason  frr  him  putting  the  sums 
on  the  estimates.  Had  I  held  my  tongue 
and  been  a  dumb  dog,  it  is  very  little  I 
should  have  got,  whether  I  was  a  Govern- 
ment supjiorter  or  an  Oppositionist  member. 
And  it  is  well  for  the  country  to  know  this. 
I  have  always  done  my  duty,  and  when  my 
constituents  at  e  entitled  to  anything  I  am  never 
afraid  to  speak  out.  Now,  Sir,  there  is  another 
matter  that  requires  some  attention,  and  1  re- 
gret to  see  it  is  not  mtntoned  in  His  Excel- 
lency's Speech — namely,  that  legislation  be 
passed  for  Natives  to  individualise  their  titles 
to  the  lands  on  which  they  reside.  Where  the 
Natives  have  individual  titles  they  are  most 
enetgetic  and  hard-working  people.  You  will 
find  their  places  in  thorough  order,  and  see 
thfm  attending  pales  to  find  out  the  prices  of 
stock,  and  thev  have  even  gone  in  for  dairy 
farming;  hut  when  the  titles  are  not  individual- 
ised they  have  no  incentive  to  industry.  The 
Premier  promised  at  Hawera  to  attend  to  this 
matter,  and  I  tiust  he  will  do  so.  Since  his 
party  have  been  in  power,  their  legislation 
with   regard    to    the    Native    raoe   has   been 
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retrograding.  I  regret  that  our  railways  are 
not  in  a  more  satisfactory  state,  and  that 
the  condition  of  the  rolling-stock  is  not  up  to 
date,  notwithstanding  the  Itaj^e  sums  voted 
by  this  House  during  the  past  two  years — 
sums  amounting  to  £400,000.  I  would  go  into 
this  railway  matter,  but  I  do  not  think  I  have 
time,  nor  can  1  deal  with  the  £30,000  tranafec 
transaction.  I  think  the  time  has  arrived 
when  the  Manawatu  Railway  abould  be  pnr- 
ohased  by  the  Government.  It  is  regrettable 
to  see  the  Government  so  hostile  to  that  rail- 
way company.  That  company  showed  enter- 
prise in  constructing  that  line  at  a  time  when 
the  colony  would  not  do  so,  and  yet  the  com- 
pany has  been  taxed  and  humbugged  ia  every 
direction.  Is  that  a  proper  way  to  treat  the 
enterprising  people  of  this  country  ?  I  think 
this  company  ought  to  have  been  treated  with 
some  conrideration  by  this  House.  Mr.  S<;ddon, 
when  he  was  at  Hawera  in  May,  said  this, — 

*'  He  was  on  the  defensive.  They  were  aware 
he  was  almost  alone  now,  and  singled  out  for 
attacks  by  tbe>r  member,  Messrs.  Hutchison, 
Buchanan,  and  Duthie,  and  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  who  were  stumping  the  country 
againet  him.'* 

Mr.  Seddcn  told  a  most  pitiable  tale  of  how 
these  members  were  on  the  stump ;  but  he  foft 
got  to  tell  how  he  was  the  first  to  go  stumping 
the  country.  From  the  tone  of  his  voice  yoa 
would  think  tears  were  in  his  eyea  when  be 
said  how  badly  he  had  been  treated.  He  said 
he  was  now  alone.  He  forgot  the  Minister  tA 
Marine  on  that  occasion.  He  is  a  boat  in  him* 
self.  The  Premier  need  not  be  frightened  at 
anything  with  such  a  man  as  that  by  him— 
that  is,  if  you  are  to  judge  by  the  furious  way 
he  got  up  the  other  n*ght  and  repelled  the 
attack  of  the  senior  member  for  WellingtOB 
City.  Then  he  went  on  to  talk  of  Tammany- 
ism,  and  this  is  what  he  said, — 

*^They  were,  also  told  that  TammaoyiiU 
must  go.  He  said  they  never  had  such  a  pun 
Government  as  during  the  last  eight  jeara 
(Ironical  laughter.)  He  could  show  them  legi»- 
lation  where  lands  were  given  to  friends  of 
politicians,  where  a  father  had  passed  an  Act 
to  give  his  son  land. 

*'  Mr.  Fantham  :  Bushy  Park.     (Applause)." 

Then  he  talked  of  the  bogus  surplus  and  the 
£80,000  transfer  transaction.  We  know  all 
about  that,  and  we  know  how  the  Government 
acted  in  that  matter.  Then  he  referred  to 
stonewalling,  and  this  is  his  version,  *'  It  had 
been  said  all  they  had  done  was  to  discover 
the  Secretary's  salary  (some  £140  rightly  in  the 
Postal  estimates)."  Now,  I  ask  honourable 
members  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  ia  that  a 
true  version  of  the  stonewalling  that  took  place 
in  this  House  in  order  to  get  the  Premier  to 
bring  down  the  estimates  —  estimates  which 
contained  over  £800,000. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Millions  and  billions. 

Mr.  McGUIKE.— The  Premier,  when  be  uaea 
figures,  generally  distorts  them.  He  talks  about 
millions  and  billions.  He  goes  through  the 
country  distorting  both  facts  and  figures.  It  is 
a  favourite  game  of  the  Premier's.    There  ia 
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Dobodj  who  knows  anything  of  the  Premier 
wbo  can  pleuse  any  reliance  upon  his  figures ; 
sod  jiiel  as  much  reliance  can  be  placed  upon 
bittigures  as  upon  his  facts.  The  Premier  has 
been  going  round  the  country  making  unrsliable 
itatemenGs.  I  should  be  pleased  to  see  him 
going  round,  as  a  Premier  should  go,  in  a  dig- 
nified manner.  But  does  he  travel  in  that 
way  ?  No,  he  does  not.  He  has  issued  an 
Order  in  Council  that  no  railway-guard  is  to 
enter  a  Miuisterial  carriage.  He  can  thus 
osrry  all  and  sundry  with  him ;  and  they  are 
ft  queer  Bet  of  followers  who  go  with  him. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Including  members  of  Par- 
lismeni. 

Mr.  McGUIRE.  —  Members  of  Parliament 
give  the  honourable  gentleman  a  wide  berth — 
thai  ifi,  if  they  have  any  regard  for  themselves. 
We  do  not  wish  to  give  the  cold  shoulder  to  the 
Premier,  but  to  the  company  he  keeps.    When 
be  d  mes  to  my  disirict  I  always  go  to  see  him 
sod  pay  my  respects  lo  him,  because  that  is  a 
duty  1  owe  to  the  Premier ;  but,  although  I 
do  (bat,  yon   cannot  expect  me  to  associate 
with  the  clas4  of  people  who  travel  with  him. 
QQQ     Honourable    members    tell   me    that 
*    that   is  their  experience  too;   and  I 
dare  say  it  is  the  experience  of  every  one  who 
has  anything  to  do  with  the  Government.   Well, 
with  reference  to  those  estimates,  if  we  had 
not  done  a  little  stonewalling  we  could  never 
have  discovered  from  the  Premier  when  he  was 
to  bring  them  down.     We  had  to  do  a  little 
stonewalling,  as   the  honourable  member  for 
Oamara  says,  but  it  soon  brought  the  Premier 
to  his  Feiisea,  and  he  had    to  give   way.    I 
hope  and  trust,  Sir,  that  we  shall  have  to  do 
nothing  unkind   in    the   future.      Then,  the 
Premier  talks  about    the  amount  of  money 
■pent  in  our  district,  just  as  if  he  had  taken 
it  out  of  his  own  p  >cke(.    He  said  that  Messrs. 
Hatcbiaon  and  McGuire  had  got  more  for  their 
district   as   Oppositionists    tban  if  they   had 
be^n  Government  supporters.     **  Probably,*'  he 
said,    *'  some    school- boy    would    answer    the 
following  question  :     *  If  the  Government  gave 
£38,622  28.  5d.  to  Taranaki  with  two  members 
opposed  to  the  Government,  how  much  would 
the  Government  give  if  all  three  members  were 
sapporters  ? '  "    Now,  that  was  a  nice  question. 
Surely   th'  re    was    corruption    there.'    There 
was  the  implication  that,  if  they  would  only 
put  ou«  the  Opposition  members,  Mr.  Hutchi- 
son and  Mr.  MuGuire,  the  Government  might 
be  able  lo  do  something  better  for  them.     Well, 
1  am  douoiful  if  even  the  Premier  would  be 
aUe  to  do  better  for  them  if  they  got  rid  of 
Mr.  Hutchison  and  Mr.  MoGuire.     The  Pre- 
mier would   then  have  three  dumb  dogs,  and 
Taianaki  would  suffer.    Then,  the  right  honour- 
able gemleman  went  on  to  talk  about  the  old- 
sge  pensions,  and  do  you  know  wbat  he  said. 
Sir  ?    He  said  that  children  should  not  be  asked 
to  support  ihrir  parenis,  and  that  it  was  not  a 
proutrr  tiling  to  dio.    This,  Sir,  was  the  doctrine 
mcul  at«  d  into  the  mind  of  his  hearers — a  most 
pernicious  doctrine,  to  my  mind.    I  think  I 
have  shown  that  tne  lime  has  oome  when,  in 
the  interestfl   of   New    Zealand,  the    ooimtry 


should  cease  to  be  run  on  a  policy  of  deceit  and 
deception,  but  on  safe  and  honest  lines. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— Oh  1 

Mr.  McGUIRH:.— Yes,  Sir,  that  is  the  line 
the  country  has  been  run  on  for  the  past  eight 
years.  That  policy,  together  with  the  mal- 
administration  of  the  Government,  has  brought 
the  country  into  great  disrepute.  There  is  a- 
feeling  which  is  silently  spreadmg  throughout 
the  country,  a  feeling  held  by  every  right-think- 
ing man  and  woman  in  the  colony,  that  the 
time  has  arrived  when  some  other  members 
should  occupy  those  benches,  and  just  have  a. 
little  peep  into  the  public  accounts  and  see  how 
affairs  stand.  The  people  of  New  Zealand  are 
somewhat  inqui»itive,  and  they  would  like  to 
know  how  we  really  stand.  But  the  Hon.  the 
Premier  is  determined  that  the  tax- payers 
shall  continue  ignorant  of  the  financial  position 
of  the  country.  All  his  time  has  been  spent,, 
not  in  preparing  Bills  or  attending  to  adminis^ 
tration,  but  touting  for  votes.  His  corrupt  ad- 
ministration  is  telling  on  the  democracy.  But^ 
thank  God ,  a  revuli^ion  of  feeling  has  taken  place, 
and  we  must  wait  for  the  results  until  after  the 
general  election,  whioh  I  sincerely  trust  will  be 
in  the  interest  of  truth  and  honesty.  Sir,  my 
time  is  up,  and  I  have  to  thank  the  House  for 
the  patient  hearing  accorded  to  me. 

Mr.  O'MEARA  (Pahiatua).  —  I  regret,  Sir, 
very  much  that  a  debate  of  this  kind — a  debate 
of  no  consequence  whatever  -  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
should  be  allowed  to  take  up  the  time  of  thia 
House  as  it  has  done.  I  think  it  would  have 
been  much  better  if,  say,  three  speeches  had 
been  delivered  on  either  side  of  the  House,  and 
the  vote  had  then  been  taken.  As  matters 
stand,  I  question  whether,  under  our  ancient 
mode  of  procedure,  this  debate  will  be  concluded 
much  before  next  Wednesday.  Sir,  I  have 
listened  with  very  great  attention  to  the  dis- 
sertation on  the  evil  effects  of  the  Liberal  ad^ 
ministration  delivered  by  the  honourable  mem^ 
her  for  Hawera.  I  imagined  from  the  tone  of 
his  speech  that  he  must  have  lost  his  notes. 
At  all  events,  if  he  had  transmitted  to  the 
members  of  this  House  the  newspaper  contain- 
ing the  report  of  his  speech  at  Hawera  every 
member  would  have  been  very  glad  indeed  to 
have  taken  it  as  delivered.  We  were  told  hy 
the  honourable  member  that  every  Liberal 
voter — 1  understood  him  to  say,  and  I  hope  I 
am  wrong — looked  for  assistance  of  some  kind. 
Well,  in  making  an  assertion  of  that  descrip- 
tion he  implies  that  every  one  who  voted  against 
the  honourable  member  at  the  last  election 
was    looking    for    some    consideration,    and, 

i'udging  by  the  numbers  recorded  against  him, 
'.  believe  he  mnst  be  libelling  more  than  one- 
half  of  hie  constituents.  But,  Sir,  this  is  the 
old  cry  which  has  been  raised  ever  since  these 
honourable  gentlemen  took  ofgce.  It  has  been 
heard  not  only  in  this  House,  but  on  the  public 
platforms,  and  it  has  been  pnbliHhed  in  every 
Conservative  paper  in  the  colony.  Bat,  so  far 
as  *' spoils  to  the  victors  "  are  concernedi  what 
has  been  our  experience?  Is  it  not  notorious 
that  in  the  past  it  was  Impossible  for  a  man 
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in  ordinaiy  oiroumatanceB  to  get  a  son  or 
ft  daaghter  into  the  public  lervice?  I  have 
had  fourteen  years'  experience  of  life  in  the 
Oivil  Service  myself,  and  I  think  I  am  com- 
petent to  give  an  opinion.  There  was  only 
«ne  department  in  which  it  was  possible  for 
A  man  of  ordinary  means  to  get  a  member 
of  his  family  appointed,  and  even  then  he 
^ould  require  to  have  a  very  powerful  friend 
.at  headquarters.  The  Government  are  also 
^blamed  by  the  Conservative  party  for  appoint* 
ing  young  people  to  the  public  service.  My 
.experience  is  that  the  Qovernment  have  very 
little  say  in  the'  selection.  It  is  donein  most 
•oases  by  the  heads  of  departments. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  0*MEARA.. — Pardon  me.  I  am  going  to 
^ve  an  instance.  It  has  come  to  this:  that 
one  must  be  in  touch  or  in  friendly  communica- 
tion with  the  head  of  a  department  before  he  has 
a  chauce  of  appointment,  and  under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  appointment  is  assured.  We 
iiave  also  had  Bushy  Park  touched  on  by  the 
honourable  member;  but  I  do  not  think  the 
iionourable  member  knows  where  that  place 
is,  and  I  question  whether  he  could  point  it 
out  on  the  map  of  Otago.  So  far  as  Busby 
Park  is  concerned,  I  know  the  property  —  I 
have  seen  it ;  and  I  reckon  that  the  price  given 
for  the  property  by  Mr.  McKensie's  sons  is  so 
great  that  unless  it  is  administered  and  worked 
very  carefully  it  will  fail  to  yield  a  fair  return 
for  the  outlay.  I  wish  the  honourable  member 
ior  Wakatipu  were  here,  as  he  could  bear  me 
out  when  I  refer  to  what  has  happened  with 
regard  to  other  properties  in  the  Wakatipu  dis- 
trict. There  was  one  property  there  which 
thirty  years  ago  was  sold  for  £90,000;  but 
now,  owing  to  the  rabbit-pest,  it  is  let  to  a 
man  simply  to  keep  down  the  rabbits,  which 
in  itself  is  a  very  large  contract,  as  rabbits, 
until  recently,  were  of  no  commercial  value. 
I  could  give  the  names  of  the  properties— there 
are  several  at  Lake  Wakatipu.  The  honour- 
.able  gentleman  states  that  for  every  vote  he 

fot  for  his  district  he  had  to  fight  exceedingly 
ard,  and  that  he  fought  for  it  in  this  House. 
Well,  I  feel  sure  that  the  exercise  the  honour- 
able gentleman  got  last  year,  going  uf  and 
down  the  back  stairs  to  interview  the  Minister 
of  Lands  about  roads  and  bridges,  recruited 
his  health  very  considerably,  otherwise  the 
■  chances  are  he  would  not  have  been  so  well  as 
he  is.  There  is  another  matter  that  was  men- 
tioned by  the  honourable  member  for  Palmers- 
ton  and  the  honourable  member  for  Waipawa. 
They  both  quoted  the  speech  I  made  in  this 
House  last  session  respecting  the  payment  of 
wages  to  the  shepherds  and  ploughmen  on  the 
Mangatoro  Estate.  I  made  that  statement, 
and  I  believe  now  that  the  statement  was  per- 
fectly correct,  notwithstanding  the  denial  of 
Mr.  Foster,  the  general  manager.  There  was 
a  friend  of  mine  working  on  this  estate,  and  he 
informed  me  that  such  was  the  case.  He  was 
one  of  my  supporters.  I  must  challenge  the 
Premier  now,  and  accuse  him  of  being  a  Tory 
if  he  is  responsible  for  the  reduction  of  the 
<wage8  of  ploughmen  and  shepherds.     Imme- 
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diately  it  was  found  out  that  a  man  had  voted 
for  me  and  that  he  supported  me,  the  mana- 
ger dismissed  him.  I  ask  the  Premier  to 
give  an  answer  why  that  was  done ;  for  it  wis 
done.  Was  it  because  they  voted  lor  myself  as 
a  Liberal  candidate  ?  Another  thing  was  tiiat 
when  I  went  to  that  station  I  had  to  hold  my 
meeting  in  the  cook-house,  for  which  £1  was 
exacted  from  me.  I  understood  the  money  was 
to  go  to  the  Waipukuran  Hospital,  and  I  did 
not  object,  because  that  is  a  good  cause,  and 
worthy  of  any  man's  support.  I  knew  they  bad 
made  up  their  minds  to  give  me  a  "doiog." 
That  was  the  determination  of  the  manager  of 
the  station  that  we  are  informed  by  the  Op- 
position is  "  bossed  *'  by  the  Premier  of  thi 
colony.  The  Premier,  in  my  opinion,  is  no  men 
responsible  for  the  reduction  of  wages  than  bs 
is  for  the  treatment  extended  to  myself. 
An  Hon.  Mexbbb. — What  is  his  name  7 
Mr.  O'MEARA. — Well,  it  is  the  very  common 
name,  Mr.  Potts.  The  deputy  manager  was 
in  the  chair,  and  I  may  say  that  he  had  no  de- 
sire whatever  to  keep  an  unruly  meetiog  in 
order ;  and  after  the  questions  had  been  a^ed 
he  decided  to  take  up  the  rdle  and  to  ask  qu68> 
tions,  and  he  asked  similar  questions,  or,  rather, 
he  put  questions  affecting  the  same  matter  as 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawera  has  already 
spoken  about— Bushy  Park ;  and,  after  beating 
unruly  heckling  for  a  long  time,  I  turned  roand 
to  him  at  last  and  I  said,  "  Well,  I  regret  that 
you  cannot  keep  the  meeting  in  order,  so  I  will 
have  to  bid  you  good-nijght.*'  And  that  was  the 
way  the  meeting  terminated.  I  did  not  speak 
about  it  before  as  I  did  not  want  to  do  the  man 
an  injustice.  No  longer  than  three  months  ago 
there  was  one  of  my  friends  passing  through  the 
estate,  going  through  to  his  section  on  the 
Ngawapururu  Block,  and  he  was  accosted  by 
the  manager,  who  said  to  him,  **  Did  we  not 
give  O'Meara  a  big  turn  last  year  ? "  My 
friend  said,  "  Well,  I  heard  you  did,  bat  I  am 
an  O'Meara-ite  myself."  The  manager  then 
said,  "  You  had  better  torn  back ;  you  are  nol 
idlowed  to  cross  this  farm."  He  said  this  not- 
withstcmding  the  fact  that  there  was  a  road 
going  through  the  estate,  which  was  enclosed 
in  the  estate,  and  had  never  been  opened.  So 
far  as  the  wages  are  concerned,  I  certainly  did 
not  mean  the  Premier,  who  is  associated  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Wakatipu,  Mr. 
Todd,  and  Mr.  Foster,  whom  we  oonsider 
Conservatives  of  the  first  order,  and,  suob 
being  the  case,  they  are  totally  opposed  to  the 
present  Government,  and  if  they  could  give  me 
or  any  other  Liberal  member  of  the  House  a 
knock  they  would  be  only  too  pleased  to  do  it. 
The  Premier  undoubtedly  has  the  interests  of 
the  poor,  moderately  rich,  and  exceedingly 
wealtny  always  at  heart,  dealing  out  only 
justice  to  our  poorer  colonists. 
An  Hon.  Member. — What  are  Liberals  f 
Mr.  0'MEABA.'The  supporters  of  true 
Liberal  measures,  not  being  monopdista, 
and  not  wanting  too  much  for  themseivea 
of  the  gifts  which  Providence  has  bestowed  on 
mankind  generally — ^very  diCEerent  from  the 
other    side    of    this    honourable    House.     I 
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ghoald  be  exoeedingly  pleased  before  I  have 
finished   this  speech   if   the    Premier    would 
promise  to  oause  inquiry  to  be  made,  and  to 
ascertain  whether  the  statements  I  have  made 
in  the  House  this  afternoon— which  were  made 
to  me  by  my  constituent — are  correct  or  not 
—the  statement  that  was  given  to  me  that 
t  friend  who  was  my  supporter,  and  who  ex- 
pnosed  himself  as  my  supporter  on  the  sta- 
tion, was  dismissed  immediately  after  the  elec- 
tion.   As  I  have  already  said,  this  amendment, 
in  my  opinion,  is  frivolous  and  vexatious,  and  it 
is  a  great  pity  indeed  that  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  should  have  proposed  it,  because  it 
is  simply  a  waste  of  time ;  but  it  is  the  course 
the  Opposition  usually  adopts  to  waste  a  month 
at  the  commencement  of  every  session.    The 
fsct  of  it  is  Khat  they  have  a  duty  to  per- 
fomi  and  they  do  not  know  how  to  perfonn  it, 
and  to  blind  the  eyes  of   the  people  in  the 
eoantry  they  simply   bring  in  these  no-con- 
fidenoe  motions    on    frivolous    and  vexatious 
qoestions,  leaving  matters  of  State   severely 
alone.    I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that, 
if  the  Opposition  were  to  take  possession  of 
the  Ministerial  benches  to-morrow,  they  would 
not  remain  upon  them  a  month,  because  they 
would  become  plagiarists  of  the  first  water— 
they  would  merely  take  hold  of  every  measure 
that  has  been  passed,  and  say,  as  they  have 
done  upon  the  public  platforms  of  the  colony, 
"We  believe  in  their  measures,  but  not  in  their 
administration ;  we  are  the  party  of  puritans, 
and  we  intend  to  administer  these  measures 
u  they  should  be  administered."    That  is  the 
only  policy  they  would  be  able  to  place  before 
this  House.     But  let  them   come  over  here, 
•nd  by  their  administration  they  will  make 
every  good  and  beneficial  measure  inoperative. 
I  noticed  when  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
wss  proposing  this  amendment  he  did  it  in  a 
most  spiritless  manner,  and  I  feel  sure  that  if 
he  had  had  his  own  way  he  would  have  left  it 
strictly  alone  ;    but,  unfortunately,  he  is  asso- 
eiated  with  those  who  spur  him  on  and  give  him 
DC  rest  either  day  or  night.    The  fact  of  it  is 
that  the  Opposition  consists  at  the  present  time 
•of  a  disorganized,  jealous  party,  who,  torn  to 
pieees  with  internal  strife,  cannot  agree  with 
one  another.     They  are  jealous  of  one  another, 
•nd,  even  if  they  got  on  the  Ministerial  benches 
to-morrow,  there  would  be  a  disruption  imme- 
diately as  to   who  should  fill  the  Ministerial 
positions.    We  are  also  told  that  the  country 
has  made  no  progress.    That  is  the  general  cry 
of  the  Opposition.    Well,  of  course,  that  is  an 
Absurdity.    I  maintain  that  the  progress  of  the 
eoontiy  is  apparent  to  every  one  in  the  House, 
even  though  they  deny  it;   the  progress  this 
ooontry     has    made    during    the    last   nine 
years  is  self-evident.     They  all  see  that  the 
'Ooontry    has   made   progress,  but    they   will 
not  acunit  it.    That  progress,  no  doubt,  is  to 
a  large  extent  due  to  the  self-reliance  of  the 
people,    as  well  as  to   the  suitability  of   our 
-eolony,  the  character  of  its  climate,  and  the 
wise  and  just  legislation  of  the  present  Go- 
venmient.    When  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha  spoke  the  other  night  he  said  the  price 


of  wheat  and  oats  was  lower,  and  the  price  of 
wool  very  unsatisfactory.  Well,  we  must  bear 
in  mind  that  the  harvest  in  the  South  has 
been  exceedingly  abundant,  and  that  last  year, 
owing  to  the  dry  scMon,  the  harvest  was  small 
not  only  in  New  Zealand,  but  pretty  well  all 
over  the  colonies.  The  result  was  that  the 
price  of  cereals  ran  very  high.  So  it  is  with 
wool:  while  the  growers  in  the  North  Island 
complain  bitterly  that  their  wool  is  very  low, 
the  merino  farmers  in  the  Middle  Island  are 
very  well  pleased  indeed,  as  they  are  getting 
very  satisfactory  prices  for  merino  wool  at  the 
present  time.  We  had  our  time  of  prosperity 
in  the  North  Island  in  the  matter  of  wool  when 
we  got  good  prices  for  the  wool  from  our  cross- 
bred sheep,  and  then  the  farmers  in  the  South 
were  suffering  from  low  prices,  and  could 
hardly  sell  their  merino  sheep  at  all.  But 
a  change  has  taken  place  in  the  market,  and 
they  are  getting  good  prices,  while  we  in  the 
North  are  suffering  apparent  losses  at  the  wool 
sales.  But  I  think  that,  notwithstanding  the 
price  obtained  for  wool  from  crossbred  sheep 
is  low  when  compared  with  what  it  was  a 
few  years  ago,  the  sheep-farmers  of  the  North 
Island  ought  to  be  fairly  well  satisfied,  tn 
1898  the  area  of  land  sown  in  wheat  was 
816,801  acres,  and  in  1899  it  was  899,034  acres. 
In  1898  the  area  of  land  sown  in  oats  was 
354,819  acres,  and  in  1899  it  was  417,330  acres. 
In  1898  there  were  29,920  acres  of  barley  sown, 
and  in  1899  there  were  45,671  acres.  In  the 
population  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
ten  years  from  1888  to  1898  of  136,083  persons, 
excluding  the  Maoris.  Our  wool  exports  in 
1898  were  149,385,8151b.,  and  in  1888  they 
were  83,225,733  lb.,  or  an  increase  in  value  of 
£1,530,796.  The  butter  industry,  which  is  be- 
coming. Or  has  become,  one  of  the  staple  in- 
dustries of  the  colony,  has  also  increased 
wonderfully  during  the  last  ten  years.  In 
1898  there  was  96^1  owt.  sent  away  from  the 
colony,  and  in  1888  there  was  only  39,995  owt. 
The  value  of  butter  in  1898  was  £403.690,  and 
in  1888  £118,252,  or  an  increase  in  value  in 
ten  years  of  £285,438.  In  1898,  68,711  owt. 
of  cheese  was  sent  away,  and  in  1888  there 
were  36,682  owt.,  or  an  increase  of  32,029  owt. 
As  far  as  the  value  is  concerned :  in  1898  it 
was  £135,776,  and  in  1888  it  was  £78,918, 
or  an  increase  of  £56,858.  As  for  occupied 
lands,  the  holdings  in  1988  were,  approxi- 
mately, 62,639  acres,  and  in  1888  they  were, 
approximately,  36,485  acres;  while  the  hold- 
ings in  1898,  including  Crown  and  pastoral 
leases,  were  34,386,268  acres,  and  in  1888  there 
were  27,848,690  acres.  Bespeoting  the  rail- 
ways, at  the  end  of  March,  1899,  there  were 
2,090  miles  open,  the  receipts  for  the  year 
ending  at  that  time  being  £1,469,665,  and  at 
the  end  of  Maroh,  1889,  there  were  1,777  miles 
of  railway  open  for  traffic,  and  the  receipts 
were  £997,615.  In  March,  1888,  the  Post-Office 
Savings-Bank  deposits  were  £2,048,441,  and  in 
1898  they  were  £4,957,771,  or  an  increase  of 
£2,909,330.  Honourable  members  will  know 
perfectly  well  that  on  sums  over  £500  no  in- 
terest  is  allowed,  that  on  sums  of  from  £200 
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to  £500  tbe  rate  of  interest  is  2^  per  oent.,  and 
thati  on  sums  under  £200  the  rate  is  3  per  cent. 
This,  in  my  opinion,  gives  ns  a  trae  indication 
of  the  wealth  of  the  middle  classes  of  ihe  colony, 
and  it  shows  that  the  middle  classes  are  in  a 
prosperous  state.    The  increase,  I  repeat,  for 
tbe  last  ten  >ears  is  £2,909,330.     A  person  who 
is  worth  a  considerable  sum  of  money  would 
never  dream  of  depositing  it  in  that  savings- 
bank,  for  the  reason  that  be  would  get  no  intereMt 
on  it,  and  the  result  is  that  little  or  none  of 
tbe  money  in  that  bank  belongs  to  the  wealthy 
classes  of  our  colony.    It  belongs,  then  to  tbe 
working  and  middle  classes,  and  the  increase 
I  have  stated    shows  their  prosperity.     The 
increase  in  the  value  of  improvements  on  the 
land,   which    is   also    an    indication   of   pro- 
sperity, amounted  to  £18,549,768  in  the  last 
ten  years.    Information    of   this   sott,    I  pre- 
Bume,  will  not  be  doubted,  even  by  the  most 
sceptical    member     of    the     Opposition,     for 
I    obtain    these    figures    and    facts    from    a 
recent    return    prepared     by    the    Begistrar- 
General,  and   presented    to   every  member  of 
this    House.    Any    one    who    has   any  doubt 
about  the   prosperity   of  the  colony  has  only 
to  travel   from    one   end   of  New  Zealand  to 
the   other   and    he   will   be   convinced   of  it. 
He  will    soon    be    forced    to  admit,  notwith- 
standing his  biassed  views,  that  at  the  present 
moment     the    colony    is   in    a    highly    pro* 
sperous  state.      His  Excellency  makes  use  of 
that  fact  in    his    Speech  when   he  says  the 
colony  is  in  a  very  successful  state.    He  has 
travelled  fiom  one    end    of    it  to  the  other, 
and    he    speaks   from    his    own    observation, 
and  from  information  he  has  himself  gathered 
from    the     North    Cape    to    Stewart    Island. 
Sir,  he  says  here,    '*  It  gives  me  pleasure  to 
meet  you,  and  to  be  again  able  to  congratu- 
late you  on  the  marked    progress  and   con- 
tinued profp^rity  of  the  colony."    Sir,  I  quite 
agree  with  His  Excellency.    I  travelled  from 
Napier  to  the  Blufi,  and  every  place  I  saw  on 
the  way  seemed  to  be  in  a  high  state  of  pro- 
sperity   and    progress.      As    I    have    already 
stated,  the    Government   cannot  wholly   and 
solely    claim    the    credit    for    this ;    but    I 
think    it   is    undeniable    that    their    Liberal 
administration,   including  cheap  money,  land 
for  settlement,  equitable  taxation,  and  other 
advantages  given  to  farmers,  are  undoubtedly 
the  causes  of   the   great  progress  the  colony 
has  made.    It  is  a  lemarkable  fact,  and  it  is 
one  that  a  young  politician  does  not  under- 
stand, that  those  opposed  to  an  Administration 
should,   by  their  condemnatory  speeches,  by 
their  utterances  on   the    platforms,  by  their 
charges  of  maladministration  and  corruption 
against  the  Government  of  tbe  day,  endeavour 
to  injure,  if  not  to  damn,  the  credit  of  the 
colony  in  which  they  live,  and  which  it  should 
be  their  duty  to  make  one  of  the  most  pro- 
sperous  and   one    of   tbe  proudest    gems   in 
Her  Majesty's  Empire.     I  would  like  to  quote 
another  authority   on   the  progress  and  pro- 
sperity of  New  Zealand.    Sir  Joseph  Abbott,  the 
Speaker  of  the  New  South  Wales  Legislative 
Assembly,  who  is  also  the  chairman   of    the 
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Australian  Mutual  Provident  Society,  was  on  a 
visit  to  this  colony  about  twelve  months  ago, 
and,  speaking  to  a  reprepentative  of  the  CanUf' 
bury  Timfs  on  the  financial  position  of  New 
Zealar>d,  he  said, — 

'*  His  connection  with  the  Australian  Matoil 
Provident  Society  enabled  him  to  pretty  accu- 
rately gauge  its  condition  and  also  that  of 
other  colonies.  It  was  contended  in  certtio 
quarters  that  New  Zealand  was  '  going  to  the 
dogs.'  That  was  not  the  experience  of  the 
society,  «hich  had  two  millions  and  a  half 
sterling  invested  in  the  colony,  chiefly  in 
mortgages,  and  on  the  whole  of  which  large 
sum  there  was  not  a  single  penny  due  at  the 
end  of  last  year.  During  the  twelve  years  he 
had  been  on  the  Board  of  the  society  it  had 
only  foreclosed  on  two  properties  in  New  Zet- 
land." 

What  better  gauge  of  the  prosperity  of  tbe 
colony  could  you  have  than  these  facta,  he 
a»-krd.  The  testimony  of  this  distinguished 
visitor  will  probably  be  conclusive  enough  for 
most  people,  if  not  for  the  Ooposition  and  the 
extreme  Opposition  Press.  My  opinion  is  that 
it  is  not  sufficiently  convincing  either  for  the 
members  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  or 
for  the  Opposition  Press  of  the  ooluny.  If  yoo 
were  to  place  a  golden  sovereign  before  thennt. 
and  tell  them  it  «as  made  of  gold,  they  woald 
et>deavour  to  persuade  you  and  the  people  of 
the  colony  that  it  was  made  of  silver.  Mr. 
Davidi>on,  one  of  the  directors,  who  had  recently 
visited  New  Zealand,  paid  a  tribute  of  praise 
to  our  colony  at  the  twenty-third  oroiDaiy 
meeting  of  the  National  Mortgsge  and  Agency 
Company  of  New.  Zealand,  held  in  London  on 
the  17th  February.  I  would  like  to  read  what 
he  said.     It  was  as  follows : — 

"He  had  been  to  different  agencies,  and  be- 
found  the  company's  accounts  as  a  whole  very 
much  better  and  stronger  than  they  had  been 
for  many  years.  This  dated  back  to  the  time 
known  to  New  -  Zealanders  as  that  of  the 
*  boom,'  a  very  inflated  period.  Financial 
companies,  when  the  inflation  collapsed,  were 
left  with  a  number  of  overweighted  accountei 
and  he  (the  speaker)  thought  it  was  largely  doe 
to  the  C(  nservative  policy  adopted  by  the  Board 
in  limiting  the  dividend  to  5  per  oent.  that  the* 
improvement  in  the  accounts  had  taken  place. 
The  company's  business  had  also  been  largely 
stret  gthened  by  the  fact  that  during  tbe  last 
few  years  the  farming  community  in  New  Zea- 
land had  been  more  or  less  prosperous.  Tfaey 
had  no  great  prices  for  products,  but  still  the 
small  farmers  bad  been  able  to  make  two  ends 
meet  and  save  besides.  This  considerable  bqid 
saved  they  had  utilised  in  increasing  their  hold- 
ings or  reducng  their  liabilities,  which  had  a 
good  deal  helped  the  company.  The  develop- 
ment of  the  agency  and  commercial  departmeot 
had  been  the  salvation  of  the  company.  Tbe 
utmost  was  being  done  to  develop  this  still 
further.  After  his  visit  to  the  colony  he  could 
certainly  speak  with  oonfideno«  as  to  tbs 
future." 

Well,  authorities  such  as  these,  I 
presume,  will  be  taken  by  the  most. 
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floeptieal  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House.  We  were  told  thet  they  h«d  had  a  mining 
boom  in  the  S^ath.  No  doubt  a  mioing  boom 
ig  a  very  good  thing  if  it  U  properly  conducled 
•nd  free  from  *'  wild  oats."  The  mining  boom 
in  Otago  has  done  a  lot  for  that  province,  as 
well  as  (he  City  of  Danedia.  Bat  mining 
booms  are,  as  it  were,  a  flash,  and  the  popu- 
lation of  a  mining  centre  is  a  fluctuating  popu- 
lation. The  settlement  of  the  land  is  quite  a 
different  thing.  We  have  land  in  the  colony, 
in  the  North  Island  espeoiallv,  that  is  most 
snitable  for  settlement ; .  but  I  would  impress 
on  the  Qovemment,  and  the  Minister  of  Lands 
especially,  the  absolute  necessity  of  at  onoe 
oompleting  the  roads  and  bridges  in  our  back 
blocks.  The  votes  which  they  put  on  the  esti- 
mates at  the  present  time  are  quite  insufficient 
to  do  any  good  in  the  settlement  of  the  country, 
in  either  the  South  or  the  North  Island. 

Mr.  CROWTH£R.— What  about  the  old-age 
pension  ? 

Mr.  O'MBARA.— The  deserving  poor  will  get 
that  too,  and  then  there  will  be  plenty  left  for 
all.  As  far  as  North  Island  members  are 
concerned,  Mr.  Orowther  and  many  of  those 
who  live  in  the  larger  centres  in  New  Zealand 
foiget,  or  they  do  not  know,  that  every  settler 
in  the  bush  country  is  taxed  from  58.  to  Ts.  6d. 
an  acre  for  the  reading  of  his  property.  And 
what  do  we  find  ? 

Mr.  GROWTHEB.— They  ought  to  get  the 
money  instead  of  giving  it  to  those  who  do  not 
deserve  it. 

Mr;  0*MEARA.— Well,  it  would  be  very 
mock  better  for  the  settler  if  the  Government 
were  to  say,  **  We  are  not  going  to  make  this 
load  for  the  next  ten  years.  We  are  not  going 
to  put  that  7s.  6d.  on  your  land.  We  will  keep 
it  off,  and  yoa  raise  the  money  under  the  Go- 
veroment  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act  and  con- 
stroct  the  road  yourself."  It  would  be  very 
much  better,  and  it  would  be  more  satisfactory 
to  the  settler  and  give  greater  progress  to  the 
country,  if  that  were  done  instead  of  retarding 
settlement  as  is  the  case  at  present.  I  admit 
the  Government  has  spent  a  tremendous  lot 
of  money  in  the  bush  electorates  of  the  North 
Island.  I  am  speaking  generally,  and  of  the 
Auckland  Province,  as  well  as  the  other 
provinces.  But  what  is  the  good  of  it  ?  What 
is  the  good  of  spending  £10,000  when  £50.000 
is  required  ?  I  say,  let  us  go  in  for  a  loan,  if  it 
is  necessary  to  road  these  Grown  lands.  It  is 
useless  to  put  settlers  on  Grown  lands  such  as 
that  and  expect  them  to  make  a  living  without 
their  having  any  access  to  or  egress  from  their 
holdings.  1  say  it  is  an  absurdity,  and  the 
quicker  it  is  remedied  the  better.  There  is 
another  grievance  that  the  settlers — at  all 
•vents,' in  my  electorate — suffer  under:  it  is,  I 
think,  a  very  great  one  too.  This  5s.  or  7s.  6d. 
an  acre  is  capitalised  and  added  to  the  value  of 
the  land.  They  not  only  pay  interest  on  that 
to  the  Government,  but  the  local  body  steps  in 
sod  also  strikes  a  rate  on  the  58.  or  7s.  6d.  an 
acre  added  to  its  original  value.  I  think  that 
is  very  unfair,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to 
step  in  and  see  that  these  local  bodies  do  not 


rate  the  unfortunate  settlers  unfairly.  While 
speaking  about  roads,  I  would  like  to  intimate 
now  that  if  I  am  present  In  the  House,  and  a  loan 
is  proposed  for  the  construction  of  the  North 
Island  Main  Trunk  line  or  the  Otago  Oentral 
Railway,  unless  a  certain  sum  is  allocated  for 
the  purpose  of  reading  and  bridging  in  these 
Grown  settlements,  my  vote  will  be  cast  against 
it.  As  far  as  my  district  is  concerned,  and  the 
district  of  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont, 
ten  thousand  acres  of  land  such  as  you  find 
in  these  districts  is  equal  to  a  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  anything  they  have  got  in 
Gentral  Otago.  It  will  produce  more — it  is 
ten  thousand  times  better  land ;  and  I  would 
much  sooner  have  ten  acres  of  the  country 
here  in  the  North  Island  than  I  would  have 
a  thousand  acres  of  land,  say,  between  Middle- 
march  and  the  Taieri  Plains.  There  is  one 
thing  I  would  like  to  have,  and  that  is  the 
immense  quarries  they  have  in  Gentral  Otago, 
just  before  getting  to  Middlemaroh,  because 
they  would  be  of  very  great  value  in  our  dis- 
trict, as  we  have  no  metal  whatever — mere 
papa.  If  you  only  transferred  the  metal  of 
Gentral  Otago  to  the  west  coast  of  the  central 
portion  of  the  North  Island,  it  would  be  as 
a  gold-mine. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Oh  1 

Mr.  O'MEARA. — I  am  sorry  the  honour- 
able member  for  Taieri  does  not  agree  with 
me.  I  did  not  expect  him  to  do  so;  but  if  he 
would  contract  to  bring  some  of  the  stones  of 
Gentral  Otago  to  the  North  Island  he  would 
be  conferring  an  everlasting  blessing  on  the 
settlers  in  this  part  of  the  colony.  There  is 
another  matter  I  would  like  to  bring  under  the 
notice  of  the  Government,  and  that  is  the  ques- 
tion of  revaluing  Grown  lands.  It  is  a  very  im- 
portant question.  It  affects  the  whole  of  the 
Grown  lands  of  the  colony.  At  all  events,  in 
the  bush  districts  of  the  North  Island  the 
values  are  most  inequitable,  and  in  almost 
every  instance  the  properties  are  overvalued. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb. — Who  made  the  values  ? 

Mr.  O'MEARA.— As  a  rule,  I  think,  a  sur- 
veyor— the  most  incompetent  man,  I  suppose, 
you  could  ask  to  make  a  valuation  of  Grown  or 
private  lands. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Who  appointed  him  ? 

Mr.  O'MBABA. — I  suppose  he  was  appointed 
by  the  department.  He  is  an  officer  of  the 
department,  and,  instead  of  employing  com- 
petent men,  they  simply  send .  an  officer  from 
their  own  department  who  knows  nothing 
whatever  about  land — who  does  not  know  its 
productive  capability.  What  is  the  use  of 
sending  men  of  that  sort  out?  It  would  be 
much  better  to  keep  them  at  home,  and  pay  a 
valuer  who  is  competent — a  4ocal  man  who 
understands  the  value  of  the  land  in  the 
locality  in  which  he  lives.  Well,  under  these 
circumstances,  I  think  the  Government  should 
amend  the  Land  Act  fo  as  to  give  Laud  Boards 
the  power  to  reduce  the  values  of  overvalued 
land.  At  the  present  time,  before  a  valuation 
can  be  reduced,  it  does  not  matter  bow  exces- 
sive it  is,  or  what  inequality  there  may  he- 
bet  ween  the  value  of  one  section  and  another 
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a  man  has  to  Burrander  bis  seotion  before  hie 
application  is  considered  by  the  Land  Board. 
Sir,  I  think  that  is  very  nnfair.  When  a  man 
establishes  a  home  for  himself  on  a  particular 
seotion  it  is  very  nnfair  for  the  State  to  ask 
that  man  to  surrender  his  land.  And  be  is  not 
allowed  to  ballot  for  it  aftain.  He  has  to  wait 
his  time,  and  if  no  one  is  successful,  then  he 
has  the  right  to  take  it  up.  I  should  say  his 
reply  to  the  Government  of  the  colony  would 
be,  *'  Thank  you  for  nothing.*'  There  is  another 
amendment  I  would  like  to  see  proposed  in  the 
Land  Act — that  is,  an  improvement  clause  in 
lieu  of  the  residential  qualification.  If  this 
were  done  it  would  enable  Civil  servants  and 
town  business-men  to  take  up  Grown  lands,  so 
that  they  might  insure  for  themselves  a  home 
in  the  future.  At  present,  according  to  oui 
law,  a  town  resident  is  unable  to  do  this  unless 
he  is  prepared  to  live  on  his  section  four  years 
after  taking  it  up.  He  is  compelled  to  make 
improvements,  and  after  the  first  four  years  his 
residence  must  be  continuous.  Well,  so  as  to 
make  our  land- laws  a  little  more  liberal,  I 
think  it  would  be  wise  on  the  part  of  the 
Liberal  Qovemment  which  is  at  present  in 
power  to  amend  the  law  in  the  direction 
which  I  have  suggested.  I  feel  sure  they 
have  at  heart  the  welfare  of  every  small 
settler  in  the  colony,  and  I  would  like  to 
see  this  done,  so  as  to  give  the  Oivil  servants 
of  Wellington  and  other  places,  as  well  as  the 
business -people  of  every  town  and  city,  an 
opportunity  of  making  a  home  for  themselves 
on  the  land ;  because  I  feel  sure  it  is  not  the 
desire  of  any  man  employed  in  the  Oivil  Ser- 
vice of  the  colony  to  remain  there  the  whole 
of  his  life.  Another  question  is  that  of  small 
areas.  We  have  in  the  back  blocks  areas 
of  from  a  hundred  acres  down  to  as  low 
as  five  acres,  and  it  is  an  absurdity  to 
put  a  man  on  such  a  small  area  as 
that  and  expect  him  to  make  a  living.  I 
have  already  put  a  question  on  the  Order 
Paper  asking  the  Acting  Minister  of  Lands  if 
he  will  allow  areas  to  be  amalgamated,  so  that 
one  settler  may  be  able  to  buy  out  his  neigh- 
bour. It  is  allowed  in  connection  with  the 
lease  in  perpetuity,  but  not  in  connection  with 
village  settlements.  The  Land  Boajrd  has  the 
discrimination  to  say  whether  the  perpetuity 
areas  may  be  amalgamated  or  not.  But 
my  experience  of  Land  Boards  is  that  they 
are  very  conservative  bodies,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  better  for  the  settlers  if  they 
were  elective  ;  the  members  of  the  Boards 
should  be  elected  l^  the  settlers,  and  not 
nominated  by  the  Government.  The  free- 
hold tenure  is  another  question  that  has  been 
widely  discussed.  It  has  been  brought  up  by 
many  Opposition  members;  it  is  the  leading 
plank  of  those  Opposition  members  who  travel 
through  the  country ;  they  have  always  trotted 
this  out  afresh.  I  am  in  favour  of  the  free- 
hold. If  I  were  a  settler  to-morrow  I  should 
hold  nothing  nearer  nor  dearer  than  the  free- 
hold tenure,  and  if  I  had  a  farm  of  two  hundred 
acres  I  f>hould  use  every  endeavour  to  make  it 
a  freehold.    I  am  in  favour  of  the  freehold, 
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provided  it  is  restricted — that  Is,  1  think  that 
a  man  who  is  the  happy  possessor  of  640 
acres  of  first-class  land  should  not  be  allowed 
to  acquire  an  acre  more  of  that  class  of  land. 
If  a  certificate  or  title  is  issued  from  one  man 
to  another  inquiries  should  be  made  io  see  that 
the  purchaser  of  the  additional  area  does  not 
bold  more  than  the  area  already  mentioned. 
At  all  events,  I  would  sooner  a  hondzed  times 
lose  my  seat  in  this  House  than  vre  should 
go  back  to  the  old  days  of  land-monopoly. 
The  member  for  Hawke*s  Bay  said,  •*  Why  take 
estates  under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Aet  ? 
Go  into  the  back  country  and  take  np  land.** 
I  should  like  to  tell  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, speaking  for  my  own  electorate — and  I 
think  mine  is  the  newest  electorate  in  the 
North  Island — there  is  very  little  back  ooantiy 
to  take  up  there.  The  country  which  is  left  is 
second-class  land  heavily  timbered;  and  what 
is  the  use  of  giving  a  poor  man  land  in  such 
country  ?  The  honourable  member  for  Patea 
referred  to  the  question  of  forfeitures.  Can 
any  one  wonder  at  forfeitures  being  made  when 
the  ballot  is  held  in  Wellington,  and  men  of  no 
experience  ballot  for  a  property.  Immediately 
they  see  it — covered  with  standing  bush  and 
in  an  inaccessible  country — they  throw  it  np 
and  come  back  into  town.  In  this  manner  the 
number  of  forfeitures  is  yearly  increasing.  I 
was  surprised  to  hear  one  or  two  membeii 
on  the  Government  side  of  the  House  pro- 

rie  the  abolition  of  oo*operative  worln. 
do  not  oppose  them  —  I  believe  in  eo- 
operative  works;  but  what  I  do  not  believe 
in  is  the  administration.  If  yon  want  to 
settle  the  poor  people  on  the  land  of  the 
colony  the  only  way  you  can  do  it  is  by 
carrying  out  co-operative  works.  I  think  the 
honourable  member  for  Wallaoe  said  he  wonld 
abolish  them.  I  can  assure  you  I  have  very 
frequently  felt  disposed  to  advocate  the  same 
thing  when  1  have  gone  through  the  distriet 
and  seen  the  maladministration  that  has 
been  carried  on.  Many  of  those  who  have 
been  supervising  the  works — what  are  theyf 
Officials  who  have  been  handed  down  by  uie 
predecessors  of  the  present  Administration^ 
and  who  are  like  barnacles  on  the  ship  of 
State,  and  you  want  a  huge  chisel  or  a  big 
charge  of  dynamite  to  remove  them. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN. — There  were  no  co-operative 
works  under  the  previous  Administration. 

Mr.  O'MEARA.— It  is  the  officials  I  am  speak- 
ing of.  So  far  as  the  co-operative  vrorks  sre 
concerned,  I  should  like  to  see  some  alteratioii. 
I  should  like  to  see  the  work  let  in  small  eon- 
tracts,  and  the  co-operative  workers  allowed  to 
select  their  fellow-workers.  I  should  like  to 
see  the  overseers  and  engineers  oompetent  men, 
who  would  lay  out  the  work  at  a  fixed  prioe  and 
adhere  to  it.  If  the  men  make  a  bad  speoula> 
tion  let  the  loss  be  Uieirs ;  on  the  other  hand,  if 
they  make  a  good  thing  out  of  it  let  the  profit 
be  theirs.  If  this  were  done  it  wonld  result  la 
greater  satisfaction  both  to  the  men  and  to  tho 
department.  At  the  present  time^I  am  speak- 
ing with  authority — the  engineer  says  to  tha 
men,  "Take  this  work."    The  men  go  on  tho 
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work,  And  they  do  not  know  what  they  are 
workiDg  for ;  they  do  not  know  what  they  will 

Si  ttU  they  have  flniBhed  their  oontraot. 
lis  is  yeiy  unfair.  It  would  he  very  unfair 
to  ask  a  man  to  dig  a  hole,  and  say  to 
him,  *'When  yon  have  dug  the  hole  I  will 
toll  yon  how  mnoh  yon  are  to  get  for  it.'* 
The  unfortunate  part  of  the  oo-operative  works 
is  this :  They  hring  relief-works  into  oo-opera- 
tion  with  co-operative  works.  I  understood 
when  the  alteration  was  made  from  the  oon- 
tract  to  the  oo-operative  system  all  public 
works  in  the  colony  were  to  be  carried  on  under 
this  system.  So  tbey  are.  But  what  do  we 
find?  Inmiediately  a  contract  is  let  our 
Labour  Department  sends  out  a  lot  of  men — 
tinkers,  tailors,  and  bootmakers — to  use  the 
long-bandied  shovel.  It  is  unfair  to  put  a 
tailor  or  a  bootmaker — I  make  no  reflection  on 
them— to  this  class  of  work.  What  is  the  use 
of  putting  a  long- handled  shovel  into  my  hand 
■na  placing  me  alongside  of  a  man  who  has 
been  accustomed  to  that  kind  of  work  all  his 
life  ?  It  is  not  fair.  If  I  am  to  be  put  on  co- 
operative works  it  is  only  fair  I  should  get  only 
a  minimum  wage  till  I  can  prove  that  I  am  as 
able  for  a  hard  day's  work  as  my  fellows  ;  and 
it  icon  as  I  can  do  that  I  should  take  my 
poeiiion  in  the  ranks  of  co-operative  labour. 
If  this  were  done  I  think  it  would  give  greater 
latisfaetion,  and  the  men  themselves  would  be 
fsiy  much  more  pleased.  Another  thing  is,  in 
the  back  country,  instead  of  sending  men  from 
the  centres  of  population,  the  settlers  them- 
selves— the  men  who  have  taken  up  land  in  those 
jdaces,  and  who  have  received  promises  of 
work— -should  be  given  the  first  ohanceof  em- 
ployment. They  have  been  promised  employ- 
ment, and  not  a  soul  should  be  sent  to  uiese 
works  before  the  whole  of  the  unemployed  in 
the  district  have  been  given  work;  otherwise 
it  is  a  broach  of  confidence — ^a  promise  that  is 
broken.  This  is  a  thing  that  has  been  prac- 
tiied  in  my  electorate,  but  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  done  again.  As  I  have  already  stated,  this 
is  the  only  opportunity  the  settlers  have  of  re- 
maining  on  their  lands.  What  is  the  use  of 
leaving  a  poor  man  on  100  acres  7  He  cannot 
remain  on  it  onless  he  gets  employment.  But, 
if  he  gets  employment,  he  earns  money  for  his 
labooT,  and  by  that  money  he  is  enabled  to 
make  improvements  and  make  his  place  pay. 
There  is  another  point :  When  the  settlers  get 
settled,  and  get  a  road  to  take  their  produce  to 
market,  they  will  never  trouble  the  Government 
any  more.  There  are  hundreds  of  settlers  who 
to-morrow,  if  they  had  roads  from  their  hold- 
isgB,  so  that  they  could  start  factories  and  other 
isdnstries— and  they  are  prepared  to  do  it  now 
—would  never  bother  the  Government  for  work 
on  toads  or  anything  else ;  they  would  become 
thoroughly  industrious,  and  by  their  industry 
they  would  become  independent.  As  I  have 
aheady  said,  if  the  Government  want  to  raise 
•n  independent  class  of  settlers — not  dependent 
on  the  State  for  a  livelihood,  who  would  be  a 
credit  to  any  Government — all  they  have  to  do 
ii  to  obtain  sniBcient  money  to  give  the  settlers 
Mcsss  to  a  market,  and  I  pledge  my  word,  so 


far  as  the  co-operative  works  are  concerned, 
the  settlers  will  never  bother  the  Government 
for  employment.  So  far  as  the  acquisition  of 
estates  is  concerned,  I  have  already  said  it  is 
useless  to  put  poor  men  on  the  back  blocks; 
they  will  not  remain  there.  What  we  want  is 
this :  Immediately  a  demand  is  made  for  land^ 
and  we  see  the  necessity  of  acquiring  land,  thea 
take  some  of  the  grand  entates  we  have  in  the 
colony.  We  have  in  Hawke's  Bay  many,  Sir.  I 
remember — I  do  not  wish  to  do  the  honourable 
gentleman  an  injustice,  or  to  misquote  him— 
Captain  Russell  saying — I  do  not  know  whether 
in  this  House  or  outside  it — that,  "  As  far  as 
the  acquisition  of  estates  was  concerned,  he 
bad  no  objection  whatever  in  agreeing  to  the 
acquisition  by  the  State  of  the  estates  of  ab- 
sentees." Well,  I  do  not  think  any  one  will 
dit agree  with  him  on  a  question  of  that  sort, 
because  the  absentee,  in  my  opinion,  is  the 
greatest  curse  that  a  country  can  possess ;  and 
in  Hawke's  Bay  there  are  many  absentee  hold- 
ings, and  I  sincerely  hope  that  before  long  the 
Gcvemment  wiU  acquire  those  estates,  and  cut 
tbem  up,  so  that  people  who  are  desirous  of 
going  on  the  land  will  have  the  opportunity. 
You  talk  about  the  freehold  system  being  the 
panacea  fopall  our  land  troubles  I  Why,  we  have 
in  my  electorate  two  settlements  which  have 
gone  into  the  hands  of  wealthy  men.  There 
are  2,000  acres  in  one  settlement,  and  it  was 
out  up  into  twenty  100  acre  blocks.  They  had 
the  freehold.  What  is  the  result  ?  How  many 
settlt^rs  do  you  think  there  are  now  in  that 
settlement  ?  We  have  two.  There  is  another 
similar  settlement  there  which  was  out  up  into 
one  hundred  and  fifty  200-aore  blocks.  What 
is  the  result  ?  They  also  bad  the  freehold,  and 
the  Grown  grant,  but  this  settlement  is  entirely 
absorbed  by  the  squatter  who  holds  the  adjoin- 
ing land.  This  shows  the  evil  effects  of  the 
freehold  system  of  land-holding  without  the 
restrictive  legislation,  and  I  sinoerely  honi^,  if 
the  freehold  system  is  brought  in  by  an  Oppo* 
sition  Government,  that  my  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Biocarton,  if  he  is  associated 
with  another  Ministry  formed  by  the  Opposi- 
tion,  will  not  allow  the  leasehold  to  be  taken 
away  unless  rigorous  restrictions  are  inserted 
in  our  land-laws  restricting  the  area  to  reason- 
able  and  fair  holdings.  I  am  sure  the  honour- 
able gentleman  never  will,  because,  as  an  old 
colonist,  he  recognises  the  evils  of  land- mono* 
poly.  I  am  very  plea<ied  to  hear  the  honourable 
member  for  Tuapeka  agrees  with  the  land  for- 
settlements  policy  of  the  Government ;  in  fact, 
judging  by  his  utterances,  we  can,  with  one 
exception — his  entire  opposition  to  the  old- 
age-pensions  scheme — claim  him  as  a  sup- 
porter of  the  present  Government.  Bat  I  feel 
sure  that  when  be  goes  to  his  constituents  he 
will  think  better  of  this  question,  and  when  he 
comes  back  to  this  House — if  he  does  come 
back — he  will  be  a  firm  believer  in  the  old- 
age-pensions  scheme.  We  were  told  that  a 
man  who  is  not  possessed  of  land — in  fact, 
who  is  not  a  landed  proprietor — has  no 
stake  in  the  country,  and  that  he  should 
be  deprived  almost  of  his  vote.     The  Oon* 
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aervatives  in  the  old  Tory  days  o!  fifteen  or 
sizteen  years  ago  thought  a  man  phould  not 
have  a  vote  unless  he  bad  a  stake  in  the 
oountry.  The  **  stake  "  meant  being  the  pos- 
sessor of  two  thousand,  five  thousand,  or  one 
thousand  acres  of  laod.  Now,  what  is  a  stake 
in  the  oountry  ?  I  reckon  that  a  man  who 
has  not  a  shilling  in  his  pocket,  but  who  has 
a  family  of  six  children,  has  a  bigger  stake  in 
this  country  than  the  man  who  is  the  happy 
possessor  of  three  thousand  acres  of  land.  I 
will  give  you  an  instance :  In  a  district  not 
a  thousand  miles  away  from  my  own  there  is 
a  gentl«man  who  owns  three  thousand  aores. 
I  was  informed  that  in  years  gone  by  he  gave 
£1  an  acre  for  it,  and  he  sold  it  the  other  day 
for  £13  10s.  an  acre.  Has  he  a  stake  in  the 
oountry  ?  He  has  realised  on  the  whole  of 
his  land  and  turned  it  into  cash  almost  at 
a  moment's  notice.  Where  does  his  stake 
oome  in?  But  the  unfortunate  man  who  has 
not  any  *'  stake,"  as  it  is  termed,  but  who  has 
a  family  of  six  children,  has  to  remain  and 
Gbssist  others  in  the  progress  of  the  colony.  He 
cannot  get  away;  he  cannot  dispose  of  his 
children ;  he  cannot  turn  them  into  money ; 
and  the  result  is  that  he  has  to  live  in  the 
country — to  remain  here  and  work  out  his  own 
salvation. 

Mr.  GROWTHER.— Howmnoh  did  he  spend 
on  the  land  that  was  sold  for  £13  lOs.  an  acre  ? 

Mr.  O'MEARA.— Not  very  much.  I  will  tell 
yon  if  you  ask  me  by-and-by. 

Mr.  GR0WTE1ER.--Perhaps  about  £10. 

Mr.  O'MEARA.— It  is  the  unearned  inore- 
ment.  He  has  simply  reaped  the  benefit  of 
other  people's  labours.  He  has  reaped  your 
benefit.  You  have  contributed  the  extra  value 
on  that  estate  through  the  Costoms,  and  in 
buildiog  roads  and  railways.  The  property 
has  increaFcd  in  value  tenfold,  and  the  owner 
has  reaped  the  unearned  increment  and  the 
increased  value.  What  I  think  is  a  shame,  is 
that  children  who  are  born  in  the  colony  when 
they  grow  up  have  to  leave  it  and  go  to  other 
countries  to  establish  a  home  for  themselves. 
We  will  take  the  case  of  a  man  who  has  sons 
of  colonial  birth.  Why  should  the  sons  of  that 
man  be  compelled  lo  leave  onr  colony,  —  a 
colony  such  as  this,  which  should  carry  an 
immense  population,  ~  and  go  to  Australia 
to  endeavour  to  make  himself  a  home  in 
a  country  such  as  that.  SappoMng  those 
colonies  were  to  enact  the  same  laws  we  have 
had  here  in  the  past,  where  are  we  to  go  ? 
Why,  we  should  simply  have  to  lie  down  and 
starve;  either  that,  or,  as  I  understand  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City 
stated  in  connection  with  the  old-age  pensions, 
**  The  quicker  they  were  killed  ofi  the  better." 
I  Congratulate  the  Government  on  the  proposal 
to  reduce  the  taxation  on  the  necessaries  of 
life  through  the  Customs,  but  I  hope  they 
will  make  a  very  wide  sweep  in  regard  to  that 
question. 

.  An  Hon.  Mbmbeb.— They  do  not  state  that. 
Mr.   O'MEARA.— That   is   the   intention,   I 
think ;  at  all  events,  there  is  no  harm  in  giving 
the  widest  scope  to  the  proposed  revision  of  the 
Mr.  O'Meara 


tarifif,  and  making  a  very  wide  sweep  indeed. 
I  look  upon  black  tobacco  as  a  luxury,  sad  I 
hope  we  shall  include  that  in  the  revision.  I 
do  not  suppose  it  is  a  luxury  to  many  people. 
I  did  not  find  it  a  luxury  when  I  tried  it ;  bat 
it  is  a  luxury  to  many  of  those  hard-working 
men  in  the  bush,  who  like  their  pipe  at 
much  as  they  do  their  breakfast;  in  fact, 
they  would  sooner  have  their  pipe  than  their 
breakfast  if  it  were  a  question  of  which  to 
choose.  I  hope,  when  the  tariff  is  revised,  the 
question  of  remitting  the  duty  on  blaek 
tobacco  will  be  favourably  considered  by  the 
Government,  as  it  is  the  only  luxury  the  work- 
ing-man indulges  in.  If  there  is  a  deficit  aftsr 
the  remission  of  these  Oustoms  duties  I  would 
say,  make  a  greater  increase  in  the  gridaated 
tax.  I  would  go  further  and  say,  increase  the 
probate  duties — that  is,  msbke  these  duties 
graduated  al*io.  This  is  a  tax  thar;  is  nerer 
felt.  The  man  or  woman  who  inherits  accu- 
mulated wealth  without  any  exertion  on  his 
or  her  part  in  assisting  in  the  aggregaiion 
should  not  complain  about  paying  to  the  State 
a  fair  sum  in  the  way  of  probate  duty.  la 
many  cases  the  beneficiaries  have  never 
known — aye,  they  have  not  even  seen^the 
legatee.  I  notice  alno  that  an  amendmeut  is 
proposed  by  the  Government  in  the  Advaooes 
to  Settlers  Act,  to  enable  advances  to  be  made 
on  urban  and  suburban  sections.  We  were  told 
by  many  politically  opposed  to  us  that  it  did 
not  matter  whether  the  Government  brought 
this  Act  into  force  or  not,  that  interest  was 
coming  down;  but  I  say  that  it  would  not 
have  oome  down.  The  effect  of  bringing 
thie  additional  million  and  a  half  of  mooey 
into  the  country  has  been  to  flood  the  money- 
market  ;  the  capitalists  found  no  outlet  for  their 
money,  and  experienced  the  greatest  diffiooltj 
in  letting;  it  out  at  all.  They  have  bad  to  re- 
duce their  rates  in  some  instanoas  lower 
than  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Board.  Bat 
let  the  Government  withdraw  these  advances 
to  settlers  for  three  years,  and  (hen  yoQ 
would  see  these  money- lenders  raise  the 
rates  of  interest  to  the  usurious  rates  tbey 
were  charging  in  the  past;  and  if  you  were 
to  go  and  ask  them  to  reduce  their  rate  of  in- 
terest they  would  laugh  at  you,  and  advise  yoa 
to  go  elsewhere.  The  whole  fact  of  the  matter 
is  that  these  money-lenders  were  compelled  to 
reduce  their  interest  through  the  advent  of  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Act.  It  is  not  the  wish 
of  the  Government, — I  am  not  speaking  with 
any  authority,  but  it  is  the  opinion  of  any 
common-sense  man, — to  compete  with  these 
money-lending  Boards.  AH  that  they  want 
to  do  is  to  bring  the  interest  down  to  a 
fair  rate.  They  have  done  that,  and  their 
action  has  met  with  general  approval  andaatii- 
faction.  They  have  gained  their  object,  and  I 
would  advise  them  to  keep  that  Aot  in  force, 
so  that  those  who  have  been  getting  their  10, 
15,  and  20  per  cent,  in  the  past  will  not,  at  all 
events,  be  allowed  to  charge  these  usurious 
rates  in  the  future.  1  regret  very  much  that 
my  time  will  not  allow  me  to  go  a  little  further. 
There  is  another  matter  I  ahoold  iike,  how- 
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<«?»,  to  lefer  to :  (bat  is,  the  appoinlment  of 
the  Dew  Chief  Jtulioe.    The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  Oity  (Mr.  Dnthie)  condemned 
die  delay  in  the  filling  of  this  position  ;  but  in 
an  important  appointment  of  that  eort^one  of 
tiie  most  important  that  any  Government  oan 
eonfer — ^I  think  the  delay  was  really  necessary 
and  wise.    The  action  of  the  Premier  in  oon- 
fetring  the  appointment  on  Sir  Robert  Stoat 
has  giren  general  satisfaotion,  not  only  to  the 
fnendi  and  sympathisers  of  the  Clovemment 
but  to   the    people  of    the  colony  generally. 
.  AQ     It  shows  at  once  that  the  present  Ad- 
'    ministration  are  not  possessed  with 
that  bias  which  is  attributed  to  them  by  their 
opponents — and  which,  no  doubt,  they  possess 
tfaemseWes — ^when  they  confer  an  appointment 
of  this  sort  upon  one  who  has  for  many  years 
shown  open  hostility  to  them.     I  congratulate 
the  QoTemment  on  the  wisdom  of  their  choice. 
It  is  a  wonder  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Patea,  in  his  usual  dramatic  style,  did  not 
ssk  for  a  Royal  Commission  or  a  Committee  of 
the  House  to  inquire  into  this  appointment. 
The  honourable  member  is  ambitious  enough 
to  have  expected  it  if  my  friends  of  the  other 
side  should  get  into  power.    But  at  the  same 
time  do  not  let  the  honourable  gentleman  be 
down- hearted.    There  is  another  appointment, 
I  onderstand,  that  is  still  yaoant — that  is,  the 
position  of  low   comedian  to  the  Wellington 
Dramatic  Club,  and  I  am  sure  if  he  applies  for 
it  he  will  get  it,  and  will  fill  it  most  worthily, 
because  in  a  position  like  that  he  will  not  be 
doing  much  harm,   and   will  be  able  at   the 
ssme  time  to  please  the  whole  constituenoy, 
and  his  Bun  Tuck  freaks  will  cause  amusement 
and  diversion.    Now,   whilst   the  honourable 
member  for  Bruce  was  speaking  the  other  night 
he  spoke  about  corruption  in  bis  district.     As 
iu  as  corruption  is  concerned,  we  on  this  side 
of  the  House  have  not  that  amount  of  wealth 
which  would  enable  us  to  be  corrupt  in  tbat 
way  which  the  other   side   possess.    I  would 
like  the  honourable  member  to  go  to  Hawke's 
Bay  and  live  for  a  few  months  at  election  time, 
sad  be  would  soon  have  a  surfeit  of  corruption. 
The  scandals  that  we  hear  so  much  about  are 
prineipally  brought  forward  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea.     He  has  been  the  principal 
aider  and  abettor,  and  has  taken  the  leading 
part  in  the  celebrated  Bun  Tuck  inquiry,  as 
wen  as  in  the  following  other  scandals :  Horo- 
wbenua.  Bushy  Park,  Marino,  Pomahaka,  Pre- 
mier's expenses  Home,  Kumara  Borough  Ooun- 
sil,  and  the  Whitaker-Atkinson,  or  bank  scandal 
in  connection  With  the  latter  gentleman.    And 
what  has  been  the  result?    Why,  in  the  case 
of  the  Bun  Tuck  inquiry,  which  was  conducted 
by  a  Committee  half  of  which  was  composed 
of  bis  own  supporters 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb.— No,  nothing  of  the  sort. 

Mr.  0*M£ARA.— Pardon  me;  it  was  a 
wianlmoQs  report,  and  the  inquiry  was  con- 
dttctad  by  a  Committee  half  of  which  was 
•composed  of  members  of  the  Opposition  side, 
with  whom  the  honourable  member  is  asso- 
ciated, and  the  strongest  members  on  that  side 
4i  the  House  were  saieoted.    But  just  allow  me 


to  give  the  honourable  gentleman  a  little  more 
information.  If  people  of  the  other  side  want 
a  man  to  go  to  theic  opponents*  districts  to 
address  the  electors  In  the  interests  of  the 
Opposition  what  do  they  say  ?  **  Do  not  let  it 
be  the  member  for  Patea."  A  gentleman  who 
lives  in  my  electorate,  and  who  is  a  strong 
Conservative,  told  me,  "I  think  we  made  a 
big  mistake  in  inviting  the  member  for  Patea 
to  speak  here.  I  feel  sure  he  has  done  us  more 
harm  than  good,  for  bis  character  is  too  well 
known,  and  his  figures  and  information  are 
totally  unreliable ;  but,  as  for  the  member  for 
Wairarapa,  he  is  a  decent  old  politician  and  a 
good  old  fellow,  and  when  he  comes  out  on  the 
platform  he  is  the  kind  of  maa  who  has  tb« 
respect  of  the  people.*'  I  would  advise  my 
friends  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House, 
and  I  would  advise  the  honourable  member  for 
Ricoarton,  and  the  honourable  mbmber  for 
Wairarapa,  to  disassociate  themselves  at  once 
from  the  member  for  Patea.  At  any  rate,  we 
have  no  fear,  as  long  as  he  is  on  that  side  of 
til  J  tiouse,  of  their  ever  making  a  change  and 
getting  on  these  benches.  He  will  do  to  them 
what  be  has  done  to  his  colleagues  in  past  days. 
He  is  a  political  Jonah,  and  ttie  best  thing  they 
can  do  is  to  throw  him  orerboard.  But  do  not 
let  them  throw  him  out  to  a  whale ;  let  him  go 
to  a  shark,  with  whom  he  has  always  been 

Mr.  CROWTHER  (Auckland  City).— 8te, 
while  the  speech  that  we  have  just  heard  has 
been  very  entertaining,  and  in  some  respects  has 
contained  a  very  large  amount  of  information, 
in  other  respects  it  has  been,  I  think,  very  in- 
discreet, especially  the  last  part  of  it.  Honour- 
able members  in  this  House,  Sir,  at  any  rate 
80  far  as  my  opinion  is  cencemed,  ought  to 
speak  reflpectfuliy  of  one  another.  If  we  do 
not  do  that,  there  is  no  possibility  of  our 
coming  any  nearer  together  than  what  is  made 
provision  for  to-day.  It  is  absolutely  necessary, 
if  the  legislation  of  this  country  is  to  be  pro- 
moted on  safe  and  profitable  lines  for  the 
people,  that  we  should  have  less  of  these  nasty 
disagreeable  speeches  as  against  one  another. 
It  always  pains  me  to  listen  to  them.  The 
honourable  gentleman,  up  to  the  last  five 
minutes,  as  I  have  said,  gave  us  some  infor- 
mation, and  he  was  fairly  entertaining,  and  he 
seemed  to  be  strongly  inclined  to  all  the  plat- 
forms of  what  are  called  the  Conservatives  of 
this  country.  His  arguments  all  through  were 
on  those  lines.  He  favours  the  freehold  up  to 
a  thousand  acres.  Well,  that  is  a  very  good 
beginning.  When  he  has  got  a  thousand  aoies 
of  freehold  land  >ou  can  bet  your  bottom 
dollar  tbat  in  a  very  short  time  he  will  have 
another  thousand.  That  is  the  way  freeholds 
are  acquired.  It  is  the  men  of  enterprise  and 
ability — men  who  have  got  a  full  determination 
that  they  are  going  to  make  a  success  of  life— 
who  are  the  freeholders  to-day.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion whatever,  Sir,  to  the  statement  made  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  tbat  the  land-for- 
settUments  scheme  has  to  some  people  in  tbia 
country  proved  a  very  great  success.  But  I 
totally  disagree  with  the  statement  made  by 
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him  that  that  soheme  has  been  the  means  of 
bringing  down  the  rate  of  interest.  If  it  is  a 
fact  that  that  scheme  has  been  the  means  of 
bringing  down  the  rate  of  interest,  we  oaght  to 
▼ary  fairly  conclude  that  it  would  only  prevail 
in  our  own  colony,  where  it  has  its  operation. 
But,  Sir,  the  rate  of  interest  to-day  is  lower  in 
most  of  the  other  Australasian  Oolonies  than 
it  is  in  New  Zealand. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — No,  it  is  not. 
Mr.  OROWTHBR.— Of  course,  I  know  there 
are  exceptions  to  every  rale.    When  I  say  the 
rate  of  interest  is  lower,  I  mean  for  good  free- 
hold security .    In  any  of  the  Australian  Oolonies 
to-day,  where  good  freehold  security  is  offered, 
there  is,  as  here,  any  amount  of  money  avail- 
able at  4  or  less  than  4  per  cent.    The  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  shakes  his  head,  but 
I  know  what  I  am  talking  about.    I  will  tell 
him  this:    we  have  money  in  Auckland  that 
we  do  not  know  what  to  do  with,  and  only 
recently    we    lent   in     Auckland    £60,000   at 
8|  per  cent.    Would  we  have  done  that  if  we 
could  have  found  a  better  investment  ?    If  we 
could  have  got    anything  like  good  freehold 
security  at  4  per  cent.,  would  we  have  lent  the 
money  at  8}  per  cent.  ?    It  is  not  at  all  likely. 
We,  just  the  same  as  the  rest  of  the  world,  are 
desirous  of  doing  the  very  best  with  the  means 
at  our  disposal,  and  more  especially  with  trust 
moneys  we  are  bound  to  do  it.    We  must  do 
,  it,  and  I  say  beyond  all  doubt  that  cheap  money 
is  one  of  the  consequences  of  the  disturbance 
in  and  amongst  our  local  industries.    If  we  can 
but  once  get  in  working  order,  and  get  fairly 
started  with  a  oertaio  amount  of  confidence  so 
.  that  we  can  make  a  success  of  our  local  in- 
dustries, I  am  hopeful  that  in  the  very  near 
future  there    will    be  a  very  much  brighter 
prospect  for  New  Zealand   than  there  is  at 
present.    We  all  know  that  we  have  got  the 
raw  material.    We  have  got  the  raw  material 
that  comes  off  the  sheep's  back,  and  from  other 
sources  where  it  is  to  be  found,  and  we  have 
got  the  raw  material  in  the  bone  and  sinew 
and  in  the  skill  necessary  to  manufacture  that 
raw  material  into  products  for  the  market. 
Then,  we  have  to  ask  ourselves  what  is  the 
reason  that  that  is  not  done  ?    Well,  when  the 
honourable  gentleman   was  speaking,  I  could 
not  help  making  a  note  that  the  reason  was 
the  disturbances,  the  continuous  disturbances 
that  have  prevailed,  that  are  prevailing,  and 
that  are  likely  to  prevail  amongst  us  in  the 
labour  market.    If  our  ability  as  a  producing 
colony  could  have  a  fair  chance,  I  say  we 
ought  to  be  second  to  none.     We  have  this 
.  cheap  money.    We  could  very  easily  find  em- 
ployment for  a  very  large  number  of  meritorious 
workers  if  we  could  assure  those  having  capital 
to  invest  that  their  projects  would  not  be  inter- 
fered with  in  their  very  infancy  under  ciroum- 
stances  that  would  be  greatly  annoying  to  them, 
and  would  absolutely  so  interfere  with  the  success 
of  their  undertakings  that  they  might  possibly 
have  to  give  them  up.    We  know  these  ciroum- 
.  stances  are  prevailing  to-day.    We  know  that 
we  have    occasionally,  eapeoially   during  the 
winter  months,  a  oontinuons  ory  about  the  nn- 
Mr,  Crowthsr 


employed.    Now,  Sir,  if  we  could  erect  facfcorisa 
in  our  main  centres ;  if  we  could  get  our  fM- 
tories  fairly  on  the  way,  and  if  we  could,  ss  we 
ought  to  do— and  as  I  believe  we  can  do— fprt 
hands  continuously  employed  in  them  in  the 
winter  months,  what  would  it  mean  ?  It  would 
mean  this,  Sir,  that  men  who  were  depeodent 
during  the  winter  months  for  outdoor  labour 
would  get  indoor  labour.     Instead  of  getting 
employment  for  two  or  three  days  a  week  they 
would    get   continuous   employment  indo^ 
and  they  would  not  be  subject  either  to  bid 
weather  or   to   any  other  outside  inflaeaosa, 
which  one  can  guard  against  when  one's  o«m- 
pation  is  indoors— protection  which  cannot  to 
got  when  men  are  working  outside.    I  oannol 
help  thinking  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  spoke  last  is  very  much  on  the  right  Unas. 
He  talks  about  the  necessities  that  exist  in  the 
out-districts  for  better  roads.     I  know  it,  and 
I  think  we  all  know  it.     I  have  been  up  in  the 
country  districts  lately,  and  one  of  the  par- 
ticular requests  made  to  me  was,  "Try  ana 
get  some  money  for  the  back  roads."     We  an 
eugaged  now  specially  upon  the  dairy  indnitiyr 
which  is  all  over  New  Zealand  becoming  evacy 
day  a  greater  and  stronger  source  of  empl^- 
ment    to    our   settlers.     They    told   me  »at 
during  the  winter  months  the  roads  were  » 
bad  that  they  had  got  to  stop  milking  ^ 
oows— they   liad   to   let   them   dry   off,  atoj^ 
lutely  because  they  could   not   cart  the  xdUb 
to  the  dairy  on  account  of  the   bad  roaaa 
Surely,  Sir,  this  is  an  object-lesson.     SoMiy 
this  is  one  of  the  conditions  that  ought  to  n- 
oeive  immediate  attention.    I  only  allude  to 
this  in  consequence  of  what  was  said  by  we 
last  speaker.    I  entirely  indorse  what  he  sau 
in  that  respect.    I  myself  have  been  in  v» 
back   roads   of    a   district  whon    it  was  not 
possible  for  a  pack-horse  to  get  through  mw 
a  hundred-weight  on  his  back,  and  I  saw  Ito 
that,  instead    of   running    the   risk  of  gomg 
through  what  I  call  glue-pots  or  mud-holes,  the 
people  absolutely  were  taking  down  the  ^^^^ 
and  going  round  them  into  private  paddoMi. 
Surely,  Sir,  these  are  oiroumstanoes  that  ougnt 
to   be  remedied.    I  make  these  few  o^"''*^ 
tions  to  further  the  claims  made  by  the  lail 
speaker.    If  there  is  any  condition  of  thin^ 
that   needs  immediate  attention,  this  is  one 
that  should  occupy  the  foremost  attention  of 
the  Government.    I  will  now  leave  that  pert 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's  speech,  and  wut 
come  to  this  motion  that  is  before  the  Ho«0"^ 
I  do  not  intend  to  speak  with  malice,  or  win 
any  desire  whatever  to  say  anything  thatwlU 
hurt  another  member's  feelings ;  I  am  ^^^^^ 
of  avoiding  that.    I  am  bound  to  say  this.  Bo, 
at  any  rate,  that  whatever  shape  the  businitfi 
of  this  Marine  scandal  was  in  at  first,  it  w 
certainly  now  developed    into    a   very  gn^ 
scandal.    This  is  our  sixth  day  at  it,  ftad  1 
do  not  know  how  long  it  is  going  to  oonthiue; 
but.  Sir,  there    have    been   some  veiy,  v^f 
hard  knocks.     Some  of   the    members  baft 
reminded  me  very   forcibly  of  a  ^^^^'"^^^ 
heard  General    Booth   make  onoe;    he  w 
there   were   some   of   hia   aoldiers  who  mH 
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mj  groftt  appetites  for  beating,  and  he 
ftt  the  same  time  said  ihat  he  Lad  to 
find  work  for  them  to  do,  and  bo  he  found 
them  big  drums — they  were  to  punch  these 
bifs  drums  instead  of  punching  their  wives. 
I  have  noticed,  Sir,  during  this  debate,  that 
(here  has  been  so  much  of  this  very  strong 
desire  to  beat  somebody  that  it  has  been  worth 
WAtohing.  I  watched  the  Uou.  the  Minister 
of  Marine  sitting  tight  ou  his  seat  for  four 
days,  absolutely  without  a  move.  Then  I  oome 
round  to  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  J.  Hutcheson) ;  he  also  sat  very 
tight.  Then  I  come  round  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Millar) ;  he 
alto  sat  very  tight;  and  also  the  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston — no  one  could  shift  his 
anohor.  What  was  it  all  about  ?  What  was 
this  waiting  for  ?  Well,  Sir,  you  very  nearly 
loived  the  problem  ;  you  got  up  and  were  just 
patting  the  question,  when  up  jumps  the 
hooouxable  member  for  Wellington  City.  He 
bad  borne  it  as  long  as  he  could.  But,  Sir,  to 
look  at  the  countenance  of  the  Minister  of 
Marine  when  the  honourable  member  (Mr.  J. 
Hutcheson)  got  up — that  smile  of  victory  !  It 
was  really  something  wonderful  to  look  at. 
Sir,  the  gentlemen  I  have  named  are  mariners 
-^  skilled  in  marine  matters;  but  we,  the 
land  marines,  had  last  week  to  keep  the  House 
going  for  four  days  before  any  one  of  these  four 
geouemen  said  a  word  on  the  question. 

An  Hon.  Mxmbsb.— They  were  waiting  for 
the  Minister. 

Mr.  CBOWTHEB.— Yes ;  but  the  Minister 
was  waiting  for  them.  Sir,  this  business,  to 
me,  should  have  been  settled  ere  this.  I 
believe  the  Minister  ought  te  have  got  up  an.d 
explained  the  position.  I  believe,  if  he  had 
done  80»  it  would  have  been  settled  ere  this; 
bat  it  was  this  waiting  for  the  opportunity  to 
knook  somebody  else  down.  Well,  I  do  think 
that,  after  all,  the  honourable  member  for 
Weilingten  City  made  a  very  good  case ;  he 
kept  bis  temper,  and  was  not  very  abusive ; 
but  when  the  Hon.  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  got  up,  at  the  rery  beginning  he  forgot 
who  he  was ;  he  forgot  the  dignity  of  his 
position ;  he  absolutely  began  by  stating  what 
ought  never  to  have  been  said  by  a  Minister 
of  the  Crown.  That  is  my  opinion.  All  the 
members  of  the  House  may  not  agree  with 
me;  but  it  is  my  opinion.  But,  Sir,  this* 
not-understandable,  this  mysterious  permit, 
this  unbusinesslike  permit,  seems  to  me  to 
have  been  the  foundation  of  the  whole  trouble. 
Ihat  permit  should  have  been  explained  by 
the  lunieter  as  it  ought  to  have  been  ex- 
pJalned— although  it  was  an  envelope  without 
n^Datore,  and,  I  suppose,  without  a  stamp,  or 
without  any  mark  whatever  upon  it  by  which 
it  eoold  hare  been  owned ;  the  Minister  ought 
to  have  owned  up  to  it ;  he  ought  to  have  said, 
*'  It  was  sent  by  me  in  a  hurry  ;  it  meant  what 
it  said,  and  I  intend  to  stick  to  it."  If  he  had 
done  that,  I  belieYC  there  would  have  been  less 
tumble.  It  has  been  argued  in  this  House  that 
the  word  "permit"  was  either  a  verb  or  a 
noon.   Just  fancy.  Sir,  this  House  occupying 


itself  on  such  a  subject,  and  fancy,  Sir,  the 
amount  of  money  it  ia  going  to  cost  the  coun* 
try.  It  will  cost  the  country,  before  it  is  done, 
at  any  rate  fully  half  as  much  as  the  Police 
Commission  cost,  and  nothing  whatever  will 
come  out  of  it. 

An  Hon.  Membxb. — It  was  the  fault  of  the 
Opposition. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— Those  who  say  it  waa 
the  fault  of  the  Opposition  use  words  of  very 
little  worth  very  frequently.    Sir,  I  have  reason 
to  believe,  in  oonnectiop  with  this  business,  that 
the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Marine  is  mainlv  to 
blame.      At   the   same   time,   I  cannot   help 
saying  that  the  Hon.  the  Premier's  telegram 
from  Auckland  bears  upon  it  clearly  a  direot 
promise  that  was    unfulfilled.     The  Premier 
before  he  went  away  must  have  made  a  pro- 
mise.   Who  did  he  make  a  promise  to?    He 
tells  us  that  he  thought  this  Captain  Jones  was 
entitled  to  what  he  asked  for.    If  he  thought 
he  was  entitled  to  what  he  asked  for,  and  tele- 
graphed to  his  Minister,  **Do  what  you  can 
for  him,"  I  believe,  if  I  had  been  the  Minister 
receiving  that  telegram,  I  should  have  done 
what  the  Minister  did  under  my  chief's  orders, 
unless  I  had  details  before  me  that  convinced 
me  that  the  Hon.  the  Premier  who  sent  this 
<> God  bless  you"  telegram   was    out    in    his 
facts.      And    in    that    sense,    I    believe,    the 
Minister  of  Marine  was  only  carrying  out  his 
instructions  received  from  the  Premier,  '*I>o 
what  you  can  for  Jones ;  I  believe  he  deserves 
it."    That  is  clearly  to  my  mind  an  indication 
that  the  Premier  promised  Jones  something. 
What  did  he  promise   him?    He  must  have 
promised  him  this  certificate ;  and  now,  Sir, 
where  are  we?    The  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City,  Mr  Millar,  told  us  that  this  man 
Jones  could  not  take  a  ship  to  Pictou  and  back 
without  having  a  captain  above  him  on  boivcd. 
Now,  Sir,  can  we  make  ourselves  believe  un- 
less the  greatest  deceit  has  been  at  work  as 
an  undercurrent,  that  either  the  Premier  or;  the 
Minister  of  Marine  would  have  authorised  this 
certificate  to  be  given  to  this  man  Jones,  know- 
ing that  he  could  not  take  a  ship  to  Picton  and 
back.    Surely,  Sir,  there  is  something  very  mys- 
terious about  it.     I  am  quite  sure  the  honour- 
able member  who  has  just  spoken  heard  Mr. 
Millar  say   what  I  have  just  repeated — that 
Jones  had  taken  his  ship  to  Picton  and  two 
other  places,  but  was  never  allowed  to  t^o 
them  without  having  another  captain  over  him. 
gQ      I  believe  Mr.  Millar  is  quite  as  con- 
versant with  marine  matters  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Motueka  is.    I  hare 
no  reason  to  disbelieve  Mr.  Millar — in  faot,  I 
believe  him.    All  the  evidence  we  have  had — 
all  the  documente  which  have  been  produoedr- 
have  gone  to  prove  that  no  Government  has  any 
right  to  set  up  a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire 
into  their  own  conduct.    I  say  the  right  thing 
would  have  been  to  have  consulted  the  House 
as  to  their  wishes—whether  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion should  be  set  up  or  not.    If,  as  has  been 
said,  the  findings  of  special  Committees  are 
not  fit  to  hang  a  dog  on,  that  is  oonolusive-*if 
we  are  ,all  of  the  same  opinion — that  we  need 
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not  Mt  up  any  more  special  OommiiteeB.  Every 
man  in  tne  UooBe  knows  that  this  Royal  Oom- 
mission  cannot  face  the  work  as  it  ought  to  be 
faoed.  Why  not?  If  you  are  under  my  em- 
ploy, and  another  man  is  under  my  employ, 
and  I  am  in  a  tight  place,  and  I  have  been 
very  kind  to  you  for  a  very  long  time,  and  you 
are  under  great  obligation  to  me,  you  are  not 
going  to  be  the  first  to  say  or  do  that  which 
would  affect  my  character  or  position.  It  is 
not  human  nature. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbeb. — What  about  Dr.  Giles  ? 

Mr.  CROWTHEB.— Dr.  Giles  is  in  the  same 
poaition.  Pounds  and  pounds  he  has  drawn 
trom  the  Government,  and  whenever  there  is  a 
ohanoe  to  pnt  a  few  sovereigns  in  his  pocket 
that  chance  is  never  missed.  I  am  not  going 
to  say  he  does  not  deserve  it.  I  am  not  going 
to  say  that  he  is  not  just  as  fit  as  any  other 
man  to  do  the  work,  but  I  say  it  is  against 
human  nature.  It  is  quite  true  that  a  parlia- 
mentary Committee  might  have  been  set  up, 
and  their  findings  might  have  been  as  they 
usually  have  been ;  but  there  would  have  been 
this  satisfaction :  the  members  constituting 
that  Committee  would  have  had  the  right  to 
examine  witnesses.  I  have  sat  on  Committees, 
and  I  will  tell  you  what  my  impression  has 
been.  A  witness  appears  before  a  parlia- 
mentary Committee,  and  the  members  all 
round  are  shrewd  men.  If  you  get  a  witness 
in  front  of  you,  and  there  are  ten  or  twelve 
members  present,  that  witness  has  to  be 
extremely  careful:  what  one  member  misses 
another  sees,  and  the  witness  is  sure  to  be 
oanght.  I  say  there  is  a  greater  ohanoe  of 
catching  any  man  who  is  desirous  of  giving 
false  evidence  under  a  parliamentary  Com- 
mittee than  there  is  under  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion. Information  would  be  acquired  by  a 
|>arliamentary  Committee  that  would  not  be 
got  by  a  Royal  Commission.  I  do  not  say  the 
findings  would  be  more  satisfactory,  because  I 
have  made  up  my  mind  that  the  findings  will 
not  be  satisfactory.  That  is  my  honest  convic- 
tion ;  and  I  am  boand  to  say  that  in  that 
respect  I  cannot  see  that  we  can  expect  the 
Commissioners  can  do  what  a  parliamentary 
Committee  oouid  not  do.  I  shall  now  say  a 
few  words  on  the  Governor's  Speech.  It  has 
been  said  that  there  is  nothing  at  all  in  it,  but 
there  are  one  or  two  clauses  I  desire  to  refer 
to.    One  claose  reads : — 

''You  have  learnt  with  regret  of  the  troubles 
at  Samoa,  and  the  loss  of  life  that  has  taken 
place  there.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
outbreak,  in  order  to  assist  the  Imperial 
anthorities,  my  Advisers  promptly  offerod  to 
send  troops,  and  to  place  the  Government 
steamer  *  Tutanekai '  at  their  dispcsal." 

I  say,  what  a  god-send  it  was  that  wiser  coun- 
sels prevailed.  Just  fancy  our  lads — some  of 
them  still  going  to  school,  who  have  not  handled 
a  musket  more  than  six  months,  who  have  no 
-  knowledge  whatever  of  bush  life — fancy  these 
lads  going  down  to  Samoa  and  being  wheedled 
into  the  thickets  to  fight  these  bushrangers 
with  their  thousands  of  guns  and  all  the  para- 
phernalia of  bush  life  I    Why,  our  boys  would 
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have  been  slaughtered— some  of  them,  at  any 
rate.    After  that,  what  would  have  been  the 
prayers  of  the  fathers  and  mothers  of  then 
boys  ?    Can  any  one  tell  7    I  cannot  tell,  tmt 
I  can  imagine  that  we  shoald  never  have  been 
forgiven.    But  on  that  subject  we  have  another 
side  of   the  picture,  and  that  is  this:  His 
Excellency  states  that,  in  oonsequenee  of  oor 
college    Cadets   having  volunteered  to  go  to 
Samoa,  the  Sunoans  became  so  horribly  terri- 
fied at  the  idea  of  their  near  exterminatkn 
that  tiiey  at  onoe  ceased  fighting,  and  they 
are  now  living  in  peace  and  harmony.    Sir,  in 
that    respeot,  what   a  god-send  it   was  that 
wiser  counsels  prevailed,  as  our  college  Oadeu 
might  have  ruined  Samoa  for  years  to  come! 
There    is    another    clause    in    the    Speech, 
with  regard  to  the  Auckland  Industrial  Exhi- 
bition, to  the  effect  that  it  has  more  ttasn 
realised    the  expectations  of   its    originatoo. 
Not  only  that,  Sir,  but  a  large  amount  of  money 
has    been   accumulated,   and,   what  is  most 
satisfactory  of  all,  we  have  not  begun  to  feel 
any  reverses.    Our  tradesmen  have  all  goae  on 
with  their  business  just  as  before.    We  ban 
not  fallen  back  upon  the  dull  times  that  usually 
follow  an  exhibition.    Now,  I  have  just  a  word 
or  two  to  say  upon  the  statements  made  by  the 
mover  and  seconder  of  the  Address  in  BBply 
The  mover,  the  honourable  member  for  Kaaa- 
watu,  gave  us  a  very  long  list  of  figures,  sad 
they  of  course  have  passed  away  like  the  eloods. 
They  were  very  cloudy  indeed.     He  mentioned 
that  there  was  a  large  number  of  unsatisfied 
applicants  under  the  land-for-settlements  sys- 
tem.   That  is  quite  true;  but,  Sir,  it  oomes 
about  in  this  way:  if  a  man   is  partioalaily 
anxious  to  acquire  a  section  he  provides,  say, 
twenty    applicants.    There  are  frequently  m 
many  as  twenty  applicants  for  one  man. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— I  think  you  are  wrong. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— I  know  that  what  I  am 
stating  is  absolutely  true,  and  he  does  not 
always  get  the  section  even  then.  What  is  the 
use  of  saying  I  am  wrong  7  I  onoe  met  a  msa 
coming  out  of  the  sale-room,  who  said,  "I  bad 
twenty  applicants  in  for  me;  and  yet  I  have 
not  got  a  section."  I  can  give  yon  the  name  of 
the  man  who  made  the  statement. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.- 1  would  not  beUeve  it  if  the 
man  himself  told  me. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— I  do  not  discredit  a  nun 
in  that  way.  I  do  not  beUeve  he  had  any  pe^ 
sonal  intercFt  in  telling  me  an  untmth.  I 
know  the  man,  and  I  know  where  he  has  lived 
and  where  he  has  been  a  shepherd  on  the 
station  for  fifteen  years.  He  knew  all  abont 
the  land,  and  he  was  most  anxious  to  gel  ft 
section.  He  knew  which  seotions  were  worth 
having;  and,  for  my  part,  I  should  not  havs 
been  a  bit  surprised  if  he  had  provided  tiilrty 
applicants. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — They  must  have  been  a 
very  low  class  of  applicants,  beoanse  they  wen 
breaking  the  law. 

Mr.  CROWTHEB.— When  yon  an  lookiag 
for  a  section  of  land,  whioh  of  you  woold  not 
break  the  law  7  The  honoorable  member  lor 
Oamara  has  broken  the  law  many  a  timd  betat. 


1899.]         Addrui  in  Beply :         [HOUSE.] 


\No  Canftdenee* 


277 


Jfr.  PUNOAN.— I  bftT«  neTer  applied  for  » 
Hoikm  in  my  life. 

Mr.  CBOWTHEB.— Then,  I  Buppose  you  are 
one  of  tbo  "  aooial  pesis  *' — ^yoa  pay  for  what 
joa  get.  Now,  the  leoonder  of  this  reeolation 
told  OS  what  a  lamentable  thing  it  was  that 
the  amployfo  in  Danedin  were  beiog  ontdone 
in  the  nu^ng  of  dredges  in  connection  with 
wtA  to  be  done  in  his  own  district,  and  that 
they  were  sent  for  to  Melbourne.  While  I 
quite  igiee  with  him,  I  may  say  I  have 
made  some  inquiries  since  he  spoke  on  that 
nbisct,  and  I  am  told  that  the  founders  or  the 
mskett  of  these  machines  in  Dunedin  cannot 
ofertake  the  work. 

Mr.  MILLAR.— That  is  absolutely  wrong. 

Mr.  CROWTHEB.— Well,  that  is  what  I  am 
told.  But  there  is  another  thing  in  connec- 
tion with  this  business,  and  that  always  brings 
mo  to  the  same  point.  How  difficult  it  seems 
to  be  for  labour  and  capital  to  understand  one 
iBother  and  work  together.  What  a  pity  ic  is 
that  they  cannot  work  together  harmoniously, 
especially  in  cases  such  as  this.  There  is 
iBM>ther  matter  which  has  arisen  recently. 
There  has  been  a  latge  number  of  unemployed 
iaViotoria,  and  a  committee  of  investigation 
fass  been  set  up,  and  the  first  thing  that  com- 
mittee did  was  to  ask  the  Victorian  Qovem- 
aent  to  find  out  how  it  was  that  all  the  steamers 
end  ships  left  Melbourne  for  Sydney  for  repairs. 
How  does  it  come  about  ?  That,  I  presume,  is 
soother  one  of  those  troubles  where  capital 
Ados  not  meet  with  fair  remuneration  for  the 
outlay.  It  is  absolutely  a  fact,  and  it  is  a 
fast  which  nonaof  us  can  control.  What  did 
the  manager  of  a  well-known  company  tell  one 
of  cor  Conciliation  Boards  very  recently  on  this 
Mbjeot.  He  told  them,  '*  By  shifting  our  head- 
quarters we  can  save  £90,000  a  year."  That  is 
a  veiy  seriooe  statement  for  New  Zealand  if  it 
is  tme.  Is  it  not  possible  for  our  operatives 
and  our  skilled  workmen  to  do  work  as  well 
sad  as  cheaply  as  it  can  be  done  elsewhere  ? 
It  seems  not.  Sir.  I  do  not  know  how  it  comes 
about,  but  I  always  feel  there  is  a  necessity  for 
moving  in  the  matter  when  we  hear  such 
statements  made.  I  do  not  know  whether 
Parliament  esm  move  in  the  matter,  but  if  it  is 
a  fact  that  these  dredges  can  be  made  cheaper 
in  Melbourne,  after  packing  and  payment  of 
fnigbt  to  Dunedin,  something  should  be  done. 
I  know  what  it  means.  They  come  from  Mel- 
boanie  by  steamer,  and  they  have  to  be  two  or 
throe  times  handled,  and  all  this  means  money 
hsfeie  they  can  be  placed  on  the  same  footing, 
fiom  a  commercial  point  of  view,  as  if  they 
vers  made  in  Dunedin. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbxb.— There  is  also  the  6  per 
osat.  duty. 

Mr.  OROWTHER.— Yes,  there  is  the  6  per 
eent.  duty.  Well,  that  must  mean  that  there 
is»  at  any  rate,  15  per  cent,  difference  between 
the  manuiaotured  article  in  Melbourne  and  the 
■ame  olasa  ol  article  in  Dunedin.  This  is  one 
of  the  reasons  why  we  are  so  constantly  hearing 
that  there  ie  a  necessity  for  placing  more  duty 
on  the  manu&Mtnied  article  imported  from 
etsewheie.    I  do  not  know  how    it   is.    The 


whole  thing  seems  to  be  shrouded  in  mvstery, 
and  it  is  only  those  who  are  thoroughly  con- 
versant with  the  details,  and  know  whether  in 
one  locality  there  is  more  efficient  machinery 
for  undertaking  the  work  than  in  another,  and 
so  on — it  is  only  those  who  can  fairly  judge  the 
situation.    I  say  at  the  same  time  that  these 
are  facts  we  cannot  forget,  and  that    when 
the  time  arrives  we  ought  to  make  provision  so 
that  all  the  laboar  that  is  available  in  the 
different  localities  shall  be  employed  on  these 
works,  so  that  the  work  should  not  be  sent 
away  to  Victoria  and  to  other  places.    I  have 
a  word  or  two  to  say,  Sir,  in  connection  with 
a  statement  or  two  made  by  the  Oolonial  Secre- 
tary.   In  the  opening  of  his  speech  he  took  us 
back  to  the  life  and  times  of  Sir  Harry  Atkin- 
son.   Well,  he  was  very  energetic  in  his  praise 
of  that  gentleman's  abilities,  and  of  all  that  he 
had  done  for  New  Zealand.  ~  Bat,  Sir,  I  have 
heard  that  story  before,  and  I  have  heard  it 
coupled  with  two  other  Premiers  of  New  Zea- 
land -Sir  Julias  Vogol  and  Mr.  John  Ballance. 
They  were  three  energetic,  well-meaning,  and 
trustworthy  Premiers,  and  during  their  career 
they  were  fairly  successful.    But,  strange  to 
say.  Sir,  they  were  the  only  three  Premiers 
known  in  New  Zealand  that  died  poor.    That 
is  the  story  as  we  have  heard  it  related  from 
the  platform.    How  was  it  that  these  gentle- 
men were  so  very  energetic,  so  successful,  and 
in  every  sense  so  satisfactory  to  the  public  and 
to  the  country,  and  yet  that  they  could  never 
do  anything  for  themselves.    Well,  I  think  the 
reason  those  gentlemen  died  poor  is  because 
they  never  had  anything.    If  a  man  has  a  bag 
full  of  sovereigns  to-day,  and  he  has  to  pay 
them  all  away  to-morrow  to  liquidate  his  debts 
he  is  poor,  and  I  reckon  that  is  one  of  the  very 
grefbt  reasons  why  these  three  worthy  gentle- 
men died  poor.    We  have  had,  Sir,  a  large 
number  of  Premiers  in  New  Zealand.    We  havo 
had,  I  think,  thirty-one  Governments  since  the 
Constitution  Act  came  into  force.    That  means, 
of  coarse,   that    there    have    been  thirty-one 
Premiers. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Some  have  served  several 
times. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.-N0  doubt  that  is  so; 
but  still  there  hss  been  that  number  of  Govern- 
ments, and  if  Governments  come  into  office 
again  after  an  absence  of  four  or  five  months, 
it  does  not  follow  there  have  not  been  great 
changes  in  the  administration  in  the  mean- 
time. That  means,  of  course,  that  credit 
ought  to  be  given  to  other  Premiers  in  New 
Zealand  than  those  three.  I  think  we  have  had 
Premiers  who  have  been  just  as  conscientious 
and  diligent  workers  for  the  good  of  New  Zea- 
land, and  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  who  are  in 
it,  as  those  three  gentlemen  were.  That  is  my 
opinion,  and  I  think,  also,  that  they  have  been 
equally  as  successful.  It  is  not  my  duty  to  say 
one  word  against  any  one.  I  am  not  going  to 
do  it ;  I  am  merely  saying  that  it  did  seem  to 
me  very  strange  that  this  sympathy  should  be 
so  extensively  solicited.  I  was  going,  perhaps 
indirectly,  to  ask  the  Oolonial  Secretary  if 
his  object  was  to  create  sympathy   for   our 
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presezit  Premier  ?    I  hope  onr  present  Premier  i 
will  die  a  tioh  man.    I  am  not  a  bit  afraid,  i 
at  any  rate,  that  he  will  die  a  poor  man.    I 
beliere  that  is  a  matter  that  is  settled,  prac- 
tically, and  I  hope  that  he  will  die  rich.    That 
18  the  worst  wish  I  have  for  him.    Of  coarse, 
we  have  heard  it  said,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
if  he  was  to  die  to-morrow,  there  wonld  be  no 
property- tax,  no  income-tax,  nor  anything  else 
to  pay  to  the  country.    Well,  that  statement 
I  have  to  take  with  a  large  grain  of  salt.    I 
believe  oarpresent  Premier  has  been  a  financial 
snccesB.    He  is  everlastingly  telling  us  to  keep 
a  firm  finance — a  firm  finance.    The  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Millar), 
when  he  was  seconding  the  Address  in  Beply, 
said  he  was  not  going  to  talk  about  a  free 
breakfast- table.    Well,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
he  got  that  tip  from  the  Premier — that  the 
Premier  said,  "  Don't  touch  the  free  breakfast- 
table;   leave  that  alone;   let  us  stick  to  our 
fijrm  finance ;  it  will  be  quite  time  for  us  to 
touch  that  when  we  have  to." 
An  Hon.  Member. — It  is  in  the  Speech. 
Mr.  CROWTHEB.--I  know  it  was  in  the 
Speech,  and  I  know  the  Speech  was  put  into 
your  hand,  but  I  do  not  know  what  else  was 
put  in.     Now,  I  have  two  or  three  words  to 
say  concerning  what  fell  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Gaversham  last  Wednesday.    As 
one  of  those  who  heard  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, I  will  say  that  those  who  did  hear  him 
must  have  thought  what  a  mistake  it  is  for 
a  member  of  Parliament  to  lose  the  weight  ofi 
his  safety-valve.    The    emotional  contortions 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  were  immense. 
I  would  strongly  advise  him  not  to  make  many 
efforts  of  that  kind.    Many  a  man  has  burst  a 
blood-vessel  in  such  efforts.    And  what  was  it 
all  about?    I  will  tell  you  what  I  think  was 
the  reason  for  it.    The  honourable  gentleman 
has  made  himself  believe  that  he  is  too  low 
down  the  ladder.    He  looks  round  and  he  sees 
some  one  else  a  little  higher,  and  he  is  a  little 
envious.    Well,  if  he  looks  round  this  House  I 
guarantee  he  will  not  see  half-a-dozen  mem- 
bers in  it  who  have  not  started  at  the  very 
bottom  of  the  ladder.    Why  should  he  be  en- 
vious ?    Start  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder  and 
work  up,  and  show  us  your  merit  and  your 
determination ;    and    when    you  get  a  liUle 
money  stick  to  it.    Josh  Billings  has  told  us 
that  every  man  who  has  a  shilling,  and  spends 
that  shilling  to  get  another,  is  a  Conservative. 
Now,  I  strongly  advise  the  honourable  member 
for  Caversham  to  stop  these  contortions  and 
these  emotional  exercises,  and  to  go  quietly 
about  his  business  and  become  a  Conservative. 
His  life  will  be  very  much  more  comfortable, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  his  speeches  on  the  floor 
of  this  House  will  be  more  entertaining.    I 
have  in  my  hand  a  list  of  subjects  that  I  wish  to 
talk  upon — freeholds,  the  tariff,  penny  postage, 
and  taxation.    I   really  do  not  know  what  I 
should  do,  for  my  time  is  nearly  up.  At  any  rate, 
I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  about  the  freehold. 
It  is  a  system  that  has  my  support.    I  have 
always  believed  that  if  a  man  is  resident  in  a 
cottage  and  has  to  drive  a  nail  in  the  weather- 
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board,  or  if  he  is  a  farmer  and  has  to  mend  a 
fence,  he  will  do  the  work  much  better  end  * 
more  carefully  if  the  property  belongs  to  him- 
self than  if  it  belongs  to  another.    Which  of 
us  likes  to  see  the  landlord  coming  on  Mondaj 
morning   to    collect    the   rent?    How   mtny 
thousands  of  landlords  have  been  met  at  the 
front  door  and  told,  *'  The  missus  is  not  hi  '*? 
Is  it  not  a  fact  ?    Very  likely  she  has  not  the 
money ;  and  if  he  goes  round  to  tiie  back-door 
he  is  told,  "  Oh,  well,  the  old  man  was  out  of 
work  last  week,  but  we  will    pay  you  next 
week.'*     This  is  a  worry  to  any  tenant    If 
you  have  a  freehold,  however,  either  obtained 
through  a  building  society  or  by  some  other 
means,  you  will  not  have  the  landlord  oonuDg 
worrying  you.     I   do  not  care  whether  it  it 
a  Government  tenancy,  a  Maori  tenancj,  or 
a  European  tenancy,  the  freehold  should  be 
given.     The  man's  efforts  will  then  be  mon 
fully  devoted  to  the  Improvement  of  his  pro- 
perty, and  his  prosperity  will  be  promoted  in  a 
much  greater  degree  than  it  could  possibly  be 
under  any  leasehold  system,  or  under  any  con- 
ditions that  could  be  offered  to  him  by  the 
Government  or  by  any  one  else.    I  advise  every 
man  who  desires  to  have  a  home  of  his  own  to 
get  a  freehold,  and  to  get  it  as  soon  as  he  ean. 
The  other  subjects  I  have  on  my  notes  I  shsll 
have  to  leave  for  another  occasion.     I  bavi 
heard  it  said  that  another    opportunity  will 
be   afforded    us,   and,  that    being    the  case, 
it  will   suffice   to   say    that  I  am  sorry  tbst 
at  present  I  have  not  the  time  to  continafl 
my  remarks. 
„on  ^r-    MILLS    (Wairau).  —  Six,  in 

'*^*  rising  to  speak  on  the  Address  in 
Beply  I  feel  sure  I  re-echo  the  sentiments  of 
members  all  round  when  I  say  we  are  very 
pleased  to  hear  of  His  Excellency's  visit  to  tbt 
different  parts  of  the  colony  in  the  rece«, 
and  to  hear  the  expression  of  opinion  he  hM 
given  upon  the  places  he  has  visited.  I  think 
the  visits  will  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  because, 
in  a  rising  young  colony  like  this,  it  is  well 
for  some  one  representing  Her  Most  Graeiooi 
Majesty  the  Queen  to  visit  the  different  towns, 
and  so  assist  to  inculcate  and  promote  a  spirit 
of  loyalty  in  our  young  people.  Daring  the 
recess  His  Excellency  visited  the  part  cl  the 
colony  which  I  have  the  honour  to  represeot, 
and  I  may  say  he  was  more  than  pleased  to 
see  our  beautiful  Sounds,  and  to  see,  also,  the 
rich  products  of  the  soil  in  the  fertile  valley 
of  the  Wairau.  As  a  colonial,  I  feel  proud  to 
read  of  the  warm  and  hearty  welcome  he  re- 
received  on  his  visits  to  the  different  parto  of 
our  colony.  I  can  quite  understand  his  fseliBgi 
when  he  went  to  the  diggings,  and  his  fedings, 
too,  when  he  left,  for  a  more  generous  end 
hospitable  class  of  men  does  not  exist  any- 
where, and  if  there  is  one  thing  more  thin 
another  they  do  take  a  pride  in  it  is  being 
classed  as  "  men  among  men."  I  believe  that 
the  more  His  Excellency  sees  of  the  colony  tbi 
prouder  he  will  be  of  the  Islands  now  under  hii 
charge ;  and  I  believe  that  in  moving  round  he 
will  gain  a  great  deal  of  valuable  informaUon 
I  that  will  be  of  much  benefit  to  the  setUers  in 
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ikia  pftrt  of  Her  MajeBty's  dominions.  Sir,  I 
have  feo  ooogratulate  (he  honourable  members 
^^  mo?ed  and  seconded  the  Address  in  Reply. 
We  heard  some  sound  practical  (ruths  from 
tbism;  and  I  am  satisfied  the  more  we  unite 
tegeiher  and  pass  the  legislation  that  ia 
shadowed  forth  in  the  Speech  the  better  it 
will  be  for  the  colony.  I  have  also  to  com- 
pliment the  honourable  member  who  last 
spoke— the  member  for  Auckland  City  (Mr. 
(xowther).  In  that  terse,  practical,  and 
oanmon-sense  way  of  his  he  gave  us  some 
good  home-truths,  especially  towards  the  end 
of  his  fpeech ;  and  I  was  pleased  to  hear  him 
speak  as  be  did,  because  he  confirmed  the 
glowing  opinion  that  now  exists  throughout 
tiM  colony — that  it  is  owing  to  the  present  Qo- 
vaznment  and  their  legislation  that  the  rate  of 
interest  is  now  at  the  low  rate  at  which  we 
find  it  to-day.  He  told  us  a  sum  of  £60,000 
had  k>een  recently  lent  in  Auckland  at  3f 
per  cent.  Now,  I  would  ask  the  honour- 
able member  to  cast  his  memory  back  for 
even  a  few  years — I  can  carry  mine  back  to 
1690-91 — when  the  Opposition  were  in  a  dif- 
fsnnt  frame  of  mind  from  what  they  are  to- 
day. We  then  heard  of  nothing  from  those 
bnehes  but  tales  of  desolation  and  ruin  (hat 
wefe  to  follow  on  the  policy  of  the  Government 
SI  a  result  of  the  legislation  they  were  intro- 
dneing.  Now,  however,  most  of  the  members 
opposite  admit  that  the  interest  has  been 
iewered  in  ail  parte  of  the  colony.  There  is 
some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  why  and 
the  wherefore  of  this;  but,  at  any  rate,  the 
interest  is  lowered,  which  is  the  main  issue, 
and  a  very  satisfactory  thing  indeed  for  those 
who  were  formerly  paying  a  large  amount  of 
interest  yearly.  I  cannot  compliment  the 
faononrahle  gentleman,  however,  on  the  illogi- 
cal remarks  ho  made  with  regard  to  parlia- 
mentary Committees.  He  seemed  to  think  we 
bad  mflbde  a  great  mistake  in  not  referring  this 
sO'Called  "  Marine  scandal "  to  a  parliamentary 
Oommittee ;  but,  like  other  Opposition  speakers, 
he  said  one  thing  and  then  a  few  minutes  later 
he  Baid  just  the  reverse.  He  commenced  by 
telling  the  House  that  they  were  the  proper 
jndges  of  the  question,  and  he  wound  up  by 
saying  that  he  had  already  made  up  his 
Bind  that  the  report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
ndssion  would  be  unsatisfactory.  Why,  then, 
does  he  speak  about  setting  up  a  parlia- 
mentary Oommittee  if  members  have  already 
pcejadged  the  case  ?  Then,  he  also  seemed  to 
have  a  touch  of  prophetic  vision.  It  seemed 
at  one  period  of  his  speech  that  he  actually 
knew  the  Premier's  thoughts :  he  said  the  Pre- 
mier had  promised  Captain  Jones  a  certificate. 
Well,  I  toink  it  is  unfair  to  place  the  matter 
bsfore  the  public  in  that  way,  because,  what- 
ever the  honourable  gentleman  may  have 
thought,  he  certainly  did  not  know  what  was 
in  the  Premier's  mind  when  he  was  leaving 
New  Zealand  for  England.  I  will  now  pass  on 
to  some  remarks  I  desire  to  make  regarding 
the  amendment.  It  appears  to  me  the  Opposi- 
tion are  year  after  year  bringing  forward  some 
absurd  and  ridiculous  amendment  purposely  to 


waste  a  lot  of  time  in  the  House — because 
practically  it  is  a  waste  of  time;  and  when 
statements  are  made  by  one  side  of  the  House 
they  must,  of  course,  be  replied  to  from  this 
side,  so  that  those  statements  may  not  go  forth 
to  the  country  uncontradicted.  I  ask  the  Op- 
position why  they  do  not  formulate  something 
like  an  honest  and  straightforward  attack. 
This  kind  of  guerilla  warfare,  in  which  they 
try  to  secure  a  solitary  vote — or  perhaps  two 
votes — from  this  side  of  the  House,  may 
be  successful  for  a  short  time,  but  in  a 
few  months  we  shall  be  appealing  to  the 
country,  and  then  the  parties  will  see  how  far 
that  kind  of  thing  is  appreciated.  I  always 
like  to  see  a  good  Opposition.  I  like  to  hear 
them  speak  straight  out,  and  to  express  their 
grievances  openly,  so  that  we  may  know  if 
there  is  anything  worth  quarrelling  about.  At 
present  the  difficulty  with  members  on  this 
side  of  the  House  is  to  get  a  thread  of  an  argu- 
ment from  the  other  side.  It  puts  me  in  mind 
of  the  child's  game  of  blowing  bubbles  with 
soap  and  water.  The  bubbles  gradually  ex- 
pand, and  then  burst,  and  no  more  is  seen  of 
them  but  a  few  ripples.  There  is  no  result 
whatever,  except  that  some  of  the  taxpayers 
may  say  later  on,  *'  Why  did  you  waste  the 
time  of  the  country  at  such  great  expense?" 
The  bulk  of  the  talk,  however,  will  pass  away, 
and  nothing  more  will  be  heard  of  it.  Sir,  the 
present  Government  has  been  in  office  now 
for  nine  years,  and,  after  the  expiration  of 
that  period,  we  find  the  greatest  fault  that 
now  can  be  brought  against  their  adminis- 
tration is  what  is  now  called  the  '*  Marine 
scandal."  Sir,  I  would  have  thought  the  in- 
telligent members  of  the  Opposition  might 
have  framed  some  stronger  indictment  than 
that  for  those  on  this  side  of  the  House  to 
refute,  but  it  would  appear  that  they  are  un- 
able to  do  so — a  fact  wbioh  must  speak  volumes 
for  the  administration  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment. Now,  where  does  this  amendment 
emanate  from  ?  It  emanates  from  a  small 
corner  of  the  House.  It  is  the  old  story  of  the 
tail  wagging  the  dog.  The  Opposition  may 
think  they  are  leading  the  **  left  wing  "  of  this 
House ;  but  the  fact,  is  a  small  section  of  the 
House  is  leading  the  Opposition.  That  is  what 
is  going  on,  and  has  been  going  on  for  some 
time.  Of  course,  the  thing  will  end  shortly, 
and  when  we  come  to  a  division  we  shall  see 
what  will  be  the  result  of  this  attack.  I  notice 
that  year  after  year  the  same  evolution  goes 
on.  The  Opposition  continue  to  move  amend- 
ments with  the  object  of  catching  one  or  two 
solitary  votes.  Now,  is  the  charge  made  worthy 
of  this  debating?  We  have  heard  different 
opinions  expressed  in  this  House  on  the  subject 
—certainly  very  confiioting  statements — and 
we  have  heard  that  all  this  arose  from  the 
desire  of  some  man  to  be  a  captain.  No  doubt 
that  is  a  very  laudable  ambition.  Most  people 
prefer  being  captains  to  cooks,  although  I  have 
heard  of  a  man  who,  having  received  a  negative 
reply  to  his  query  as  to  whether  they  wanted 
a  captain,  said,  ''Well,  then,  do  you  want  a 
cook  ?  "    It  was  evident  he  was  not  very  par- 
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iionlar  as  to  whioh  position  he  occupied,  and, 
in  my  experience  in  life,  I  have  often  loand 
the  positions  reversed.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
there  is  any  jastifioation  for  any  assertion  as 
to  a  man  holding  the  position  being  only 
suitable  for  a  cook,  but  there  are  some  oases 
of  oooks  5!vbo  are  equal  to  holding  the  position 
of  oaptain.  The  Minister  of  Marine  told  us 
very  clearly  what  occurred.  With  regard  to 
these  statements,  or,  rather,  misstatements, 
I  can  quite  understand  that  when  Oaptain 
All  man  was  leaving  his  office  the  natural  se- 
quence to  their  oonsultation  was  to  hand  him 
the  short  memorandum  which  the  Minister  of 
Marine  tells  us  he  gave  to  this  responsible 
officer.  Members  of  the  Opposition  have  tried 
to  make  out — in  fact,  statement  after  state> 
ment  has  been  made — that  this  was  an  official 
document.  We  have  been  told  that  it  reads 
almost  consecutively;  that  instead  of  the  ab- 
breviated word  there  was  the  full  word  "  exami- 
nation " ;  and  such  statements  were  made  from 
the  public  platform  by  members  long  before 
they  knew  anything  about  it.  One  honourable 
gentleman  was  very  eager  to  see  a  photograph 
of  this  document.  Well,  if  honourable  members 
wish  to  examine  it  the  envelope  is  here,  without 
any  photograph  at  all.  I  ask  the  honourable 
member  for  Rlccarton,  who  has  held  office  him- 
self. Is  it  likely,  is  it  feasible,  that  any  Minis- 
ter of  the  Orown  would  consider  this  an  official 
document  to  be  sent  down  to  the  officers  below 
him  and  to  be  recorded  ?  The  thing  is  practiceJly 
absurd. 

An  Hon.  Msmbeb.— Will  you  lay  it  on  tne 
table? 

Mr.  MILLS. — I  am  quite  willing  to  lay  it 
on  the  table.  Well,  Sir,  after  all,  what  is  the 
meaning  of  it?— because  you  most  analyse  it 
somewhat  to  refute  the  arguments  that  have 
been  made  so  strongly  and  so  positively.  It 
reads, — 

On  Public  Service  only. 
Jones— Duoo. 

Permit  Exam. 

Master. 
Let  me  ask  if  any  honourable  gentleman  could 
think  that  wss  to  supersede  all  these  official 
documents  that  are  on  the  records  ?  I  do  not 
think  any  one  -  would  believe  for  a  moment 
that  that  could  possibly  be  true.  The  cry  has 
been  raised  for  party  purposes.  It  has  been 
carried  forward  like  the  proverbial  snowball, 
whioh  gathers  as  it  goes,  until  people  have 
actually  thought  there  was  some  truth  in  the 
statements,  or,  rather,  misstatements,  made. 
Why,  there  are  one  or  two  political  ferrets  in 
this  House  who  would  bring  out  damaging 
facts  if  they  had  to  scrape  down  25  ft.  deep 
to  get  at  them ;  but  in  this  they  have  utterly 
failed  to  do  so,    and    therefore    I   think,   in 

1'ustice  to  the  Minister  of  Marine,  those  who 
lave  made  these  misstatements  should  at  once 
get  up  and  exonerate  him  fairly  and  clearly, 
man  to  man.  I  regret  to  And  that  such  a  laeiu 
has  occurred  in  any  department.  There  is  no 
question  it  is  a  very  unpleasant  matter  to  deal 
with,  both  from  the  official  point  and  also  from 
olir  everyday  standpoint. 

Mr,  MilU 


I     An   Hon.    Mxhbxb.  —  From    the   pefitiail 
point. 

Mr.  MILLS.'And  from  the  politioal  point; 
only  it  seems  to  me  the  honouable  member 
who  spoke  last  is  one  who  overkxAs  eveiytiiing 
but  the  politioal  point,  taking  no  notioe  of  the 
other   surroundings  —  which,  to  my  mind,  it 
unfair.    Then,  Sir,  where  and  how  did  ^ia 
matter  first  oome  before  this  House  ?    I  think 
the  most  outspoken  of  those  who  have  beea 
pursuing  this  matter  was  the  senior  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  J.  Hutoheson).    V« 
have  heard  what  he  said.    We  have  heard  that 
he  attributed  this  scandal  to  the  wroogdoiiig 
of  the  Minister.    I  ask  honourable  genfeiemeik 
this:    Has  there  been  any  reaeonable  motive 
shown  that  would  justify  the  Minister  in  doing 
what  it  is  alleged  he  has  done?    I  say  then 
is  none  whatever.    We  generally  look  for  the 
motive  underlying  any  charges  of  this  kind» 
This  Jones  was  no  great  politioal  light;  ]i» 
was  no  great  factor  in  the  politioal  arena.    As- 
far  as  I  can  hear  about  it,  it  made  not  the 
slightest  difierenoe  in  any  way  regarding  thei 
aspect  of  the  matter;  but,  even  supposing  that 
be  had  friends  who  wished  him  to  get  this 
particular   certificate,  there    was  nothing  to 
justify  the  Examiner  in  passing  him  if  be  wsa 
unable  to  answer  the  questions  put  to  hiak 
What  does  this  going  up  for  examination  mean? 
How  many  members  of  the  House  have  gone 
up  for  an  examination  and  failed?    It  doea 
not  follow  because  the  man  was  permitted  to  go 
up  for  examination  that  he  was  bound   to  get 
his  certificate.    Nothing  of  the  kind.    A  man 
may  go  up  for  an  examination  and  fail,  and 
there  the  matter  ends  for  the  time,  and  he  maj 
then  go  on  and   prepare    for  further  exami- 
nation ;  so  that  I  attach  very  little  importanoe 
to  the  fact  of  a  man  being  flowed  to  go  up  for 
an  examination,  except  in  this  oaee  the  state^ 
ment   that   he  was  allowed  to  go  op   for  a 
master's  certificate   when  it  ought   to    have 
been  a  mate's  certificate.    At  any  rate,  if  he 
could  not  pass  for  a  mate  he  was  far  mon 
unlikely  to  reach  a  higher  step  of  the  ladder 
when  applying  for  a  captain's  certifioate.     The 
only  motive  was  mentioned  by  the  honour* 
able    member    for    Wellington    Oity   (Mr.  J. 
Hutoheson) :  that  some  one — I  think  it  was  a 
Mr.  Williams — left  something  in  a  will  to  the- 
efiect  that  this  man  was  to  be  kept  employed 
in  his  steamers.      Was  there   ever  anything 
more  ridiculous  than  that,  because  some  ship* 
owner  makes  a  will  to  the  efieot  that  a  oertaaa 
man  is  to  be  employed  in  his  vessels*  Ministers 
of  the  Orown  must  break  the  law  to  give  him  a 
certificate?    If  that  is  the  only  motive  that 
has  to  be  brought  against  the  Ministry  it  has 
utterly  failed.    Now,  what  was  the  action  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  J.  Hutoheson)  ?    He  oame  to  this  House 
pledged  to  support  the  party  that  is  now  in 
power ;  there  is  no  question  about  that.    When 
I  read  the  manly,  straightforward  utterance  he 
gave  forth  at  the  time  he  stood  for  the  seat  I 
thought  to  myself,  we  are  certain,  if  loyalty 
exists  amongst  any  of  those  ooming  forward*, 
that  it  has  a  strong  sentiment  in  the  honour- 
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iUa  fanfeleman.  When  he  said,  **  I  wm  elected 
OB  ihe  broad  shoaldera  of  the  biggest-heftrted 

man  in  the  colony  " 

Mr.  J.  HUTGHE80N.— I  did  not  say  ik. 
Mr.  MILLS. — If  you  did  not  say  it  you 
am  reported  to  have  said  it,  and  I  have  never 
board  it  contradicted.  Not  long  afterwards  the 
boDoarable  gentleman  said  that,  although  he 
might  have  a  difference  of  opinion  with  the 
Miiuaters  in  some  things,  and  might  not  possibly 
be  with  the  party  in  many  minor  matters,  when 
it  oame  to  the  cracial  test  he  would  be  found 
voting  with  the  party  ;  he  would  support  the 
Qovemment  on  all  cracial  questions.     That 
was  ottered  not  so  very  long  ago,  and,  to  my 
mind,  I  think  we  ought  to  be  loyal  amongst 
oacaekes. 
Mr.  SLIGO.—Bight  or  wrong. 
Mr.  MILLS. — The  honourable  member  for 
Danedin  City  most  recollect  that  we  are  always 
light    It  is  Tory  seldom  we  find  him  in  our 
lobby  and  thus  doing  what  is   right,  though 
probably  he  may  come  in  a  little  oftener  before 
the  end  of  the  session.    Besides  this,  we  all 
oaderstand  the  poaitioa.     We  know  there  must 
be  some  -organization,  and  I  contend  that  any 
man  who  oomea  into  this  House  and  pledges 
himself  to  his  constituents  that  he  will  sup- 
port either  the  party  that  is  in  power  or  that 
u  ooffliog  into  power,  he  is  at  that  time  pledged 
to  do  what  he  promises  from  the   hustings. 
Those  are  my  opinions,  and    a  man  should 
always  have  the  courage  of  his  opinions.    They 
may  be  wrong,  but  I  am  not  afraid  to  utter 
them.    I  consider  any  member  who  wishes  to 
change  his  position — ^knowing  as  he  does  the 
uaportance  of  one  vote,  because  if  transferred 
iam  one  side  to  the  other  it  meaos  two,  and 
therefore  has  more  significance  than  on  ordi- 
nary occasions — and  who  has  pledged  himself 
to  his  constituents,  should  act  in  aooordance 
with  his  promises,  or  return  his  trust  to  them 
and  say,  *'  Now  I  am  a  free  man  to  come  before 
JOQ.  once  more  and  follow  the  bent  of  my  own 
judgment." 
Mr.  PIRANL— Hear,  hear. 
Mr.  MILLS. — "  Hear,  hear,"  says  the  mem- 
ber for  Palmerston :  I  think  it  must  be  oroes- 
mg  his  mind  that  he  has  got  somewhere  on  the 
wrong  track  and  inside  of  the  wrong  box.    At 
any  rate,  I  oonAider  the  member  for  Wellington 
(Hty  (Mr.  J.  Hutcheson)  has  placed  himself  in 
a  false  position,  and  no  one  regrets  it  more 
than  I  do ;  but  it  is  really  unfair  to  his  con- 
stitaency.     We  are  not  alarmed  because  he  has 
left  the  party,  and  why  ?    We  can  do  without 
the  vote.    I  was  told  before  coming  over  here 
for  the  session  that  the  present  Government 
would  not  last  a  week  or  a  fortnight,  but  I 
answered  that  they  had  made  a  mistake,  be- 
eaose  I  was  quite  satisfied  that  when  we  met 
here  our  party  would  be  more  consolidated 
than  ever,  and  we  know  we  are  willing  to  go 
to  t])e  country  at  any  time  and  will  be  satisfied 
with  the  position  then.    In  listening  to  the 
honoorable  gentleman's  speech,  I  was  rather 
surprised  that  be  attempted  to  gain  what  I  call 
a  ^urioBS  sympathy  for  one  particular  per- 
son— Captain  Ailman.    I  followed  his  remarks 


very  closely.  After  holding  up  this  party  as  a 
burnt  offering  to  be  sacrificed,  then  he  scorril- 
lised  that  same  man  to  the  very  lowest  degree,, 
and  could  not  have  been  more  severe  if  what  he 
uttered  was  true ;  and,  if  what  he  said  was  true, 
it  was  his  duty  long  before  he  did  to  impeach 
that  man,  and  to  go  to  the  Premier  and  state 
that  he  was  unfit  for  his  position.- 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Everybody  knew  it. 

Mr.  MILLS. — Well,  no  one  has  ever  said 
what  has  been  said  in  this  House  about  the 
same  party.  I  have  often  regretted  that  mem- 
bers should  say  from  their  places  in  this  House 
what  they  are  afraid  to  say  outside.  I  notice 
the  honourable  gentleman  held  up  this  par- 
ticular man  as  being  unfit  to  hold  any  position. 
He  accused  him,  and  said  he  was  a  man  ap- 
pointed without  a  master's  certifioate. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb.— No. 

Mr.  MILLS. — Yes;  I  took  it  down — that  he 
had  not  even  a  master's  or  higher-grade  cer- 
tificate ;  that  he  got  everything  he  wanted  over 
in  Sydney,  and  implied  by  innuendo  that  some 
Minister  had  sent  word  over  there  and  in- 
structed them  to  pass  a  man  who  was  unfit  to 
go  up  for  examination  in  this  colony  for  even 
the  lowest-grade  certificate.  He  said,  **  Where 
is  the  man  who  examined  him  now  ?  He  has 
been  served  like  Captain  Ailman,  and  dismissed 
the  servioe  " ;  whereas  the  Premier  wired  to 
Sydney,  and  in  reply 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston). — I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  I  understand  the  honourable  member 
is  going  to  read  a  letter  refiecting  on  a  member 
of  the  House  from  somebody  outside  the  House* . 
I  ask  the  Speaker  if  it  is  in  order  that  any 
letter  reflecting  on  a  member  of  the  House 
should  be  read  in  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  not  in  order  to  read 
comments  on  what  is  going  on  in  the  House. 

Mr.  MILLS.— This  is  a  reply  to  the  Premier 
asking  if  such-and-such  statements  were  cor- 
rect; and,  in  justice  to  the  man  who  was 
reflected  upon,  it  is  my  duty  to  bring  it  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
must  not  read  any  remarks  by  outsiders  on 
what  has  taken  place  in  this  debate :  that  is 
not  allowed. 

Mr.  MILLS.— I  will  hand  it  to  the  honour- 
able member.     It  is  a  reply  to  a  telegram. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man persists  in  reading  the  document  he  will 
be  disregarding  the  ruling  of  the  Chair. 

QQ  Mr.  MILLS. — All  I  can  say  is  this: 
'  By  the  rules  of  debate  I  am  not  allowed 
to  read  the  telegram,  but  I  can  make  a  state- 
ment, and  I  say  authoritatively  from  my  posi- 
tion here  that  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  is  entirely  wrong  in  his  statement 
that  the  examiner  in  Sydney  was  discharged ; 
there  is  no  truth  whatever  in  it,  and  the  offi- 
cials there  feel  very  much  hurt  at  suoh  a  state- 
ment having  been  made.  Now,  Sir,  not  only 
did  the  honourable  gentleman  go  this  far,  but 
he  accused  the  Government  of  making  a  burnt 
offering  of  Captain  Ailman.  He  actually  told 
us  that  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Marine  De- 
partment had  to  place  the  papers  under  look 
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«nd  key  to  prevent  their  being  stolen  by  this 
man ;  and  he  now  tells  us  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  making  a  burnt  offering  of  the 
«ame  man.  How  absnrd  and  ridiculous  I 
am  not  condemning  Captain  Allman,  because  it 
48  not  my  place  to  condemn  him,  and  I  have 
not  followed  the  investigation  all  through ;  but 
I  have  listened  to  the  arguments  for  and 
against  the  charge  against  him  which  have 
been  used  in  this  House,  and  I  think  it  most 
nnfair  and  ungenerous  to  attach  a  stigma  to 
any  one*s  name  when  he  has  not  the  chance 
to  stand  up  in  this  House  and  defend  him- 
self—that is,  where  it  can  possibly  be  avoided. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
ought  to  have  been  one  of  the  first  to  have 
gone  direct  to  the  Minister  of  Marine,  or  to 
the  Premier,  before  he  made  the  statement 
he  made  here,  because  he  has  since  told  us 
that  it  was  made  entirely  on  the  word  of  one 
man.    Who  was  the  man,  let  me  ask? 

Mr.  SEDDON.-A  man  who  applied  for 
tile  same  position  that  Captain  Allman  got. 

Mr.  MILLS. — Exactly ;  Captain  Von  Schoen 
— a  teacher  of  navigation — a  man  who  made 
application  himself,  and  who  not  only  made  an 
Application,  but  had  for  years  been  coaching 
pupils  on  maritime  matters,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  others  interested  in  the  marine  service. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  Assessors  when  cer- 
tain accidents  happened  to  vessels;  and  the 
-consequence  was  that  a  few  people  began 
to  think  that,  when  he  had  coached  any 
captain  in  regard  to  nautical  matters,  and 
when  this  man's  conduct  might  be  the  subject 
for  inquiry  on  account  of  some  accident  to 
his  vessel  he  would  not  allow  his  own  pupil 
•to  suffer,  or  the  truth  to  come  out.  It  may 
not  have  been  so,  but  at  the  same  time  that 
feeling  existed ;  and,  at  any  rate,  so  far  as  one 
can  judge  by  what  has  taken  place,  it  does 
seem  to  me  that  he  occupied,  and  still  occu- 
pies, a  very  peculiar  and  invidious  position. 
<)ne  thing  I  have  been  wondering  at  is 
this:  Who  was  it  who  supplied  these  papers, 
as  it  has  been  stated  here,  to  Captain  Von 
fichoen  ?  And  from  him  they  went  to  the 
candidate,  and  afterwards  back  to  Captain 
Allman.  I  have  not  heard  it  stated  in  the 
House  who  it  was  who  handed  these  papers 
originally  to  Captain  Von  Schoen,  or  in  what 
way  it  was  done.  I  understand  the  mode  of 
procedure  with  regard  to  these  examinations 
IS  this :  that  the  Examiner  would  formulate 
certain  papers — that  is  the  course  usually  fol- 
lowed in  Kew  Zealand — and  the  candidate 
never  sees  them  or  gets  any  information  at  all 
reppecting  them  until  he  goes  into  the  exami- 
nation-room. If  that  procedure  had  been  car- 
ried out  the  matter  would  have  been  simple ; 
but  it  appears  that  in  some  way,  when  these 
papers  reached  Captain  Von  Schoen,  they  were 
manipulated  and  passed  on  to  the  other  Ex- 
aminer, and  now  we  have  the  result.  Well, 
there  is  no  doubt  it  is  a  most  unsatisfactory 
position  ;  but,  still,  I  think  the  same  object 
sought  to  be  achieved  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  could  have  been 
.gained  in  a  different  way.  I  think  we  could 
Mr.  MilU 


have  arrived  at  a  proper  decision  without  all 
the  false  aspersions  and  the  waste  of  time  that 
has  occurred  through  this  discussion.  Further, 
if  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  Oity 
had  carried  out  my  idea  as  to  how  he  shooUl 
have  proceeded,  he  would  have  referred  atonee 
to  the  head  of  the  Qovernment,  and  have  asked 
him  to  take  instant  action  on  the  evidence  he 
(Mr.  Hutcheson)  had  in  his  posseBsion.  1%eD, 
of  course,  some  action  woula  have  been  taken. 
But  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  do  this. 
Did  he  speak  when  the  matter  was  first  brought 
up  in  this  House  this  session  ?  Not  at  all.  I 
contend  that,  as  he  placed  himself  in  the  posi- 
tion of  making  a  charge  against  the  Minister, 
it  was  for  him  to  fully  substantiate  that  chaigs 
directly  the  present  debate  commenoed,  end 
then  to  have  allowed  the  Minister  to  make  bis 
defence.  But  we  all  know  that  the  honoaraUe 
gentleman  was  the  one  who,  on  Friday  night, 
could  have  saved  nearly  all  tJiis  waste  of  time. 
It  was  arranged  that  the  division  shoold  be 
taken  on  last  Friday  night. 

An  Hon.  Mehbbb. — No. 

Mr.  MILLS. — I  say  Tes,  and  as  Govern- 
ment Whip  I  say  the  *'  pairs  "  were  all  posted 
up  ready,  and  the  division  was  to  have  been 
taken  unless  the  honourable  member 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Without  the  Minister 
of  Marine  speaking  ? 

Mr.  MILLS.  — Withont  the  Minister  of 
Marine  speaking ;  and  therefore,  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  got  up  in  his  place  in  the 
early  part  of  this  debate  and  had  said  either  *'  I 
can  substantiate  these  charges,"  or  <*  I  cannot," 
it  would  have  saved  a  great  deal  of  time  end 
unpleasant  discussion  which  hew  probably  le- 
flected  on  those  who  have  taken  part  in  the 
debate.  Weil,  Sir,  as  I  said  before,  if  this  is 
the  only  charge  that  can  be  brought  against 
the  administration  of  the  Government  duxiog 
the  past  nine  years — and  it  is  the  only  ohaigs 
that  can  be  found  either  by  the  Opposition 
or  the  "  left  wing  '* — then,  I  say  that  the 
administration  of  the  present  Government 
must  compare  more  than  favourably  with  tiiat 
of  any  other  Government  that  has  sat  on 
these  benches.  Then,  Sir,  we  had  other 
statements  made  by  the  hononrable  member 
for  Palmerston.  He  has  told  the  Honse  that 
he  could  prove  a  number  of  other  chargss 
against  the  Civil  Service.  The  honourabis 
gentleman  made  out  that  he  had  a  very 
numerous  catalogue  of  charges  against  the 
Civil  Service,  and  I  was  told  yesterday  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  intended  to  faring 
something  astounding  before  t^e  House  when 
he  spoke  last  evening.  I  know  perfeotly  well 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  declared,  or 
his  friends  had  circulated  the  report,  that  he 
was  in  possession  of  evidence  that  would 
astonish  the  Honse.  I  ask,  Where  is  it  ?  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  spokon,  and  there 
has  been  nothing  worth  taking  notice  <rf»  I 
am  astonished  at  honourable  members,  espe- 
cially on  the  Opposition  benches,  reflecting 
on  the  Civil  Service,  because,  practically,  any 
charge  made  against  Ministers  must  el  neoee- 
sity  fall  back  on  their  officers;   it  cannot  be 
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ttfoided:  and  I  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  ii 
VM  most  nnfaix.  Our  Civil  Service  is  one 
4t  the  best  in  Her  Majesty's  colonies.  It 
does  not  follow  because  there  is  a  mistake 
onde  here  or  there  that  the  whole  department 
Is  oormpt:  not  at  all.  Generally  speaking, 
onr  departments  are  remarkably  well  adminis- 
tered. Take,  for  instance,  our  Post  Office,  and 
jnstthink  for  a'moment  what  that  organization 
meaoB.  Surely  it  is  a  credit  to  ourselves  and 
to  those  who  have  built  it  up.  Take  any  other 
department,  and  the  more  you  see  of  it  the 
more  must  your  judgment  be  given  in  favour  of 
itL^In  fact,  to  my  mind,  the  Oivil  Service  may 
be  oompared  to  one  of  those  beautiful  stained 
aod  coloured  glass  windows  that  we  see  in  some 
diiirches.  Bat  the  effect  it  makes  upon  you 
just  depends  upon  the  position  from  which  you 
tiew  it.  From  the  outside  it  looks  like  a  piece 
of  patchwork  only.  But  the  moment  you  go 
OBide,  what  do  you  see  ?  You  find  that  it  is  a 
memento  of  something  worth  bearing  in  mind 
for  ever.  That  is  practically  what  it  means. 
The  more  you  go  through  the  Civil  Service  and 
investigate  its  working  the  less  will  honour- 
able members  feel  inclined  to  condemn  it.  At 
any  rate,  I  can  quite  agree  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Mataura  that  there  are 
vary  few  in  this  House  who  are  fit  to  sit  in 
judgment  on  those  who  have  been  impugned 
during  this  debate,  and  have  been  held  respon- 
sible for  this  so-called  scandal.  Sir,  some 
honourable  members  of  the  Opposition  have 
nised  the  question  during  this  discussion  as 
to  which  is  the  proper  tribunal,  a  parliamentary 
Committee  or  a  Royal  Commission.  Now,  I  do 
not  intend  to  traverse  the  whole  ground  of  that 
argument,  but  I  think  we  may  say  this :  that 
a  Royal  Commission  being  set  up  to  make  an 
inquiry  of  this  kind  has  afforded  no  reason  for 
it  to  be  said  that  the  same  bias  has  been  shown 
as  has  been  displayed  by  those  who  are  acting 
as  party-men  in  this  Chamber.  During  the 
time  I  have  been  in  Parliament  I  have  heard 
the  matter  often  discussed,  and  I  think  the 
honourable  member  for  Waimate  clearly  showed 
safficieni  grounds  the  other  night  to  convince 
any  of  those  who  would  be  convinced  that  their 
judgment  was  wrong  when  saying  that  a  Royal 
Oommission  was  an  inferior  body  of  men  to  a 
parliamentary  Committee,  and  also  that  it 
would  be  unfair  in  its  decisions.  In  fact,  it 
has  appeared  to  me  that  those  who  sit  on  the 
Oommiasion  might  well  say,  "  Save  me  from 
my  friends,"  and  that  it  would  not  be  strange 
if  they  refused  the  position  after  the  discus- 
sion that  has  taken  place  in  this  House.  At 
any  rate,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
constitution  of  the  Royal  Commission.  I 
firmly  believe  it  will  do  its  duty  without  fear 
or  favour,  and  will  bring  down  a  report  which 
ODght  to  have  been  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
before  ever  this  discussion  arose.  If  only 
honourable  members  could  have  waited  until 
this  Commission  had  taken  evidence  and  had 
brought  in  its  report,  then  there  would  have 
been  reasonable  time  to  impeach,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, defeat,  the  Government  on  their  adminis- 
tration for  any    wrongdoing    that   might   be 


shown.  Sir,  when  the  honourable  leader  of 
the  Opposition  brought  in  his  amendment  he 
referred  in  very  strong  terms  to  the  party  sup- 
porting the  Government,  and  he,  at  any  rate, 
wished  to  convey  to  his  hearers  the  impres- 
sion that  the  Minister  of  Marine  was  the  guilty 
man.  Now,  I  heard  the  same  statement  from 
him  on  tbo  platform  in  my  own  electorate. 
I  heard  that  statement  made  by  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  who,  I  regret  to  see,  is  not  here. 
If  he  had  been  here  I  should  have  had  some- 
thing to  say  with  regard  to  his  utterances  both 
there  and  here. 

An    Hon.  Mehbbr. — There  are  reasons  for 
his  not  being  here. 

Mr.  MILLS. — Yes;  I  know  it  is  impossible 
for  him  to  be  here.  I  would  not  like  it  to  be  in- 
ferred that  he  was  absent  from  any  other  reason 
than  that  which  we  all  know  is  the  cause,  and 
I  am  very  sorry  for  him  in  his  family  affliction . 
I  regret  it  as  much  as  any  one.  But,  Sir,  in 
speaking  ho  took  credit  for  many  measures 
that  he  told  the  House  and  the  country  .the 
Opposition  were  entitled  to  claim  the  credit 
for.  Well,  I  was  very  much  surprised  to  hear 
him  make  the  statement,  because  we  all  know 
perfectly  well— at  any  rate,  those  who  have 
been  here  for  the  last  nine  years — that  every 
Liberal  measure  and  every  piece  of  progressive 
legislation  has  been  fought  through  at  the 
cannon's  mouth,  we  might  say;  and  to  hear 
those  honourable  members  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  taking  credit  for  the  passing  of  this 
legislation,  after  all  the  work  our  party  has 
had,  seems  to  me  to  be  very  unfair.  Sir,  I 
feel  sure  the  colony  will  recognise  that  the 
Opposition  are  not  entitled  to  that  credit.  Part 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's  speech  was  in 
reference  to  measures  that  the  Liberal  party 
have  passed  through,  and  in  respect  to  the  Old- 
age  Pensions  Act  more  especially  he  claimed 
that  the  Opposition  had  been  instrumental  in 
getting  it  through.  And  yet  the  other  evening 
he  said,  "  The  first  step  in  the  demoralisation 
of  the  people  must  come  through  the  passing 
of  the  Old-age  Pensions  Act."  Well,  it  is  just 
as  well  for  us  to  know  what  are  really  the  true 
sentiments  of  the  Opposition  with  regard  to 
this  class  of  legislation,  because,  if  they  will 
make  these  misstatements  when  addressing 
the  House,  it  is  just  as  well  that  those  who 
have  listened  to  them  outside  should  know 
also,  and  be  able  to  judge  between  the  two 
classes  of  statements  that  are  made.  I  will  say 
this :  I  give  the  Opposition  the  credit,  at  any 
rate,  during  last  session  that  they  were  tr>ing 
to  kill  the  Old-age  Pensions  with  kindness — 
trying  to  overloaid  it  in  such  a  way  as  they 
believed  would  lead  in  the  other  Chamber  to 
its  being  quietly  killed.  However,  it  was  not, 
and  it  has  gone  before  the  country,  and  has 
been  well  received,  and  I  think,  if  ever  a 
change  takes  place  and  those  honourable 
gentlemen  come  over  here,  it  will  be  the  last 
measure  they  will  attempt  to  take  off  the 
statute-book.  Sir,  it  is  very  amusing  to  hear 
these  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  platform 
say,  **  If  you  will  nly  give  us  a  trial  we  assure 
you  we  will  not  repeal  any  of  those  Acts  that 
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h*ve  been  passed  daring  the  past  nine  yean,  bat 
we  ace  suze  we  can  administer  them  better." 
Now,  I  do  not  think  the  electors  of  the  colony 
are  in  the  humoar  at  the  present  time  to  make 
that  change.  They  very  maoh  prefer  to  see 
those  who  have  brought  forward  that  legisla- 
tion, and  who  have  worked  so  hard  to  get  it 
through,  retained  in  the  position  of  adminis- 
trators of  it.  Then,  Sir,  Captain  Russell  made 
another  statement — "that  there  is  no  such 
prosperity  now  in  the  colony  as  there  was  eight 
or  nine  years  ago."  It  seems  to  me  to  be  most 
absurd  for  any  one  to  make  such  a  statement. 
We  know  all  about  the  "  good  old  times,"  as  they 
call  them.  **  The  good  old  times  " — that  is  the 
familiar  remark  that  is  continually  on  the  lips 
of  some  people,  who  talk  about  them  as  if  they 
had  more  enjoyments  and  benefits  then  than 
they  have  at  the  present  time.  Why,  years 
ago,  in  what  are  called  the  "  good  old  times," 
a  man  was  content  to  be  dressed  in  a  blue 
shirt  and  moleskin  trousers  on  week-days  and  a 
black  silk  necktie  additional  for  Sunday.  Now 
everyone  wears  tweed  suits  and  white  collars ;  in 
fact,  things  are  altogether  different,  and  they 
are  undoubtedly  very  much  better  than  they 
were  twenty-five,  twenty,  or  fifteen  years  ago. 
There  is  no  doubt  about  it  that  the  prospetity 
of  this  colony  is  remarkable.  It  is  noted  in 
the  other  colonies,  and  many  of  them  would 
only  be  too  pleased  if  they  had  the  same  over- 
flowing exchequer  as  we  have  here.  Then,  Sir, 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea  prepared  his 
usual  careful  indictment;  but  it  was  like  all 
his  indictments  and  false  charges.  He  forgot 
that  in  commencing  a  building  that  is  to  stand 
you  must  have  a  sure  foundation,  and,  although 
he  is  amusing  at  times,  whenever  he  makes 
charges  he  never  gets  a  sure  foundation  to 
build  them  upon ;  in  fact,  the  last  time  he 
attempted  it  it  was  such  a  miserable  failure 
that  one  would  not  be  at  all  surprised  if  he 
had  £0  defend  an  action  brought  against  him 
for  forgery— actually  forging  Bun  Tuck*s  signa- 
ture. It  is  a  very  serious  matter  putting  other 
people's  names  to  a  document  without  their 
authority. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb.— Who  did  that  ? 

Mr.  MILLS. — The  honourable  member  for 
Patea  seemed  to  think  it  a  very  light  matter ; 
bat  an  act  of  that  kind  often  sends  a  man  into 
a  place  where  bis  friends  know  where  they  can 
find  him.  I  would  adviee  him,  when  he  wants 
to  make  charges  of  this  kind,  that  he  should 
take  the  advice— the  serious  advice— of  the 
learned  old  Judge,  who  laid  it  down  as  a 
maxim,  *'  Always  be  sure  of  your  evidence." 
Sir,  before  he  finished  speaking  he  passed  a 
very  strong  slur  on  the  Civil  Service— a  broad- 
oast  slur  all  round— because  he  said  the  Civil 
servants  were  afraid  to  do  right.  My  idea  is 
that  the  officers  in  the  Civil  Service  are  like 
all  the  rest  of  us ;  they  have  their  feelings, 
of  course,  but  I  believe  it  would  be  a 
very  difficult  thing  for  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea  to  induce  any  member  of 
the  Civil  Service  to  do  a  wrong  thing  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  him  right.  They 
would  not  do  it.  Then,  Sir,  the  honourable 
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member  lor  Bruoe  was  very  amphakio  about 
very  little.  He  said,  "  The  Boval  Ctommiarion 
was  not  likely  to  bring  in  sncn  a  imihful  ze-  , 
port  as  would  be  satisfaotoi^  to  this  Hoosa.** 
Why  oast  such  a  slur  on  Jadgee  and  men  oofc' 
side?  What  have  they  done  to  justify  saoh 
a  statement  ?  The  honourable  member  poMti- 
oally  made  a  very  ^rave  refleofeion  on  niaD» 
who,  at  any  rate  in  private  life,  are  known  to  ba 
gentlemen.  He  said  all  they  wanted  were  the 
facts.  If  that  is  all  the  Opposition  want  I  am 
quite  satisfied  they  will  get  (he  facts  in  proper 
time.  There  is  no  need  lor  the  Oppoainon  to 
find  fault  with  the  Royal  CommiBsion  at  thia 
eta^e.  In  a  few  weeks  they  will  get  a  report 
which,  if  not  satisfactory  to  them,  will  be,  at  all 
events,  satisfactory  to  the  country.  With  re- 
gard to  this  amendment,  I  believe  the  memben 
of  tine  Opposition  had  been  sitting  on  it  foe 
some  time.  I  do  not  know  how  long  it  took 
them  to  hatch  that  amendment,  and  whether 
it  was  the  result  of  the  three  oaaonsea  they 
held  or  not,  but  it  proved  to  be  a  very  bad 
addled  egg  before  they  got  rid  of  it.  So  far  as 
the  party  on  this  side  of  the  Houae  is  eon- 
earned,  we  know  perfectly  well  that  we  axa 
united.  They  intend  to  stand  or  fall  together; 
and  it  matters  not  to  us  whether  we  have  to 
go  to  the  countty  to-night,  to-morrow,  or  next 
week,  because  we  know  perfectly  well  that, 
when  we  do  go,  we  shall  be  sent  back  strongar 
than  ever.  There  are  some  other  matters  I 
intended  to  refer  to,  but  time  will  not  give  me 
a  chance.  The  senior  member  for  Dnnedin 
City  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Maokensie)  for  onoe  was 
truthful,  because  he  said  this  was  a  bogus 
no- confidence  motion. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKQNZIB.— I  never  said 
so. 

Mr.  MILLS.— Well,  I  accept  the  honourable 
gentleman's  denial ;  but  I  do  not  think  he  knew 
exactly  what  he  did  say,  because  he  seemed 
to  be  always  looking  at  the  ladies'  gallery  for 
inspiration,  and  at  the  particular  time  he  was 
speaking  the  Speaker's  gallery  and  the  ladies' 
gallery  were  nearly  empty,  which  accounts  for 
his  forgtitfulness.  But  I  am  sorry  his  memory 
is  so  defective  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MAOK£NZI£.~What  I  said 
was  that  it  was  not  ours — that  it  was  the 
Qovernment  who  made  it  a  want  of  oonfidenee. 

Mr.  MILLS.— The  honourable  ganilemaa 
may  put  it  in  any  way  he  likes  now,  but  we 
know  that  he  also  alluded  to  the  Pomahaka 
purchase  at  the  same  time.  Of  ooarae,  if  I  Ukft 
to  bring  up  the  blue-book  and  show  the  abject 
position  the  honourable  gentlenkan  got  into  on 
that  question  I  could  do  ao,  but  I  have  uo 
time  to  waste  in  reaearohes  of  that  kind.  The 
honourable  gentleman  laughs,  bat  he  did  not 
laugh  when  the  report  of  the  Pomahaka  Corn- 
mi  itee  was  brought  up  on  the  floor  of  the 
House.  If  I  liked  to  take  time  to  bring  in  the 
blue-book,  and  show  the  honourable  member's 
replies  to  the  Committee  when  the  Pomahaka 
sale  was  investigated,  the  honourable  member 
would  say  it  was  the  greatest  mistake  he  ever 
made  to  allude  to  it.  Then,  among  other 
things,  he  attacked  the  Premier  by  innaendoas^ 
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M  they  were  not  worth    taking   notloe  of? 
The  honourable    member   very    seldom   doea 
what  other  honourable  members  do  in  their 
speeches— namely,  speak  direct  and  without 
•iimnendo.    He  attributed  by  innuendo  many 
things  to  the   Premier  which  I   think  were 
most  unfair,   and   a  grave  reflection  on  the 
-dead,  and  he  oaght  to  be  above  that  in  de- 
bate.   At  any  rate,  I  may  say  this :  that  after 
the  Lil>eral  party  has  held  office  for  nine  years, 
and  after  the  many  years  the  Premier  has  held 
<Aoe  in  this  House,  during  which  time  he  has 
aoted  as  our  representative  in  London  on  a  very 
neat  national  occasion — the  Queen's  Jubilee — 
it  is  very  little  good  for  thoae  who  have  been  in 
this  House  perhaps  one-tenth  of  the  time  he 
has  been    here  to  think  they  can  hurt  his 
character  in  the  eyes  of  his  supporters  by  false 
statements  or  by  wicked  aspersions.    His  sup- 
porters in  this  House  and  the  people  of  the 
cdony  are  ready  to  recognise  that,  under  the 
honest  and  careful  administration  of  the  Pre- 
mier and  bis  Ministry,  the  colony  has  made  the 
jobstantial  and  rapid  progress  whioh  it  is  gene- 
rally admitted  it  has  done  during  the  time  the 
freaent  party  has  been  in  office. 
■     « 30        Mr.  WASON  (Selwyn).— Sir,  I  pro- 
'    pose   to   follow  the  example   of    the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
in  alluding  but  cursorily   to   the  immediate 
matter  before  the  House — that  is,  what  is  known 
as  the  "  Marine  scandal."    I  do  not  agree  with 
those  who  have  said  that  the  present  debate  is 
a  waste  of  time.    I  think  it  will  clear,  to  some 
extent,  the  political  atmosphere,  and  once  we 
get  over  this  we  will  get  on  to  the  ordinary  busi- 
nees  of  the  country  that  has  been  laid  before 
us  in  the  Governor's  Speech.    Sir,  I  much  re- 
gret—I resret    most   sinoerely-— the    personal 
tone  that  has  -been  imported  into  the  debate. 
I  was  not  present  when  the  Hon.  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  addressed  the  House,  but  it  is 
currently  reported  that  he  indulged  in  some- 
tiling  that  was  not  far  short  of  blasphemy.    I 
wonld  like  to  state  that  the  proper  time,  if  he 
wants  to  take  the  name  of  the  Almighty,  is 
when   he  is  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and   not 
<m  the  floor  of  this  House.     I  entirely  dissent 
from  those  who  either  brand    the  Hon.  the 
Minister  of  Marine  or  Mr.  Glasgow,  who  has 
deaerved    the  respect    of    the   inhabitants  of 
Wellington  for  many  years,  as  being  guilty  of 
-falsehood  in  this  matter.    I  have  known,  more 
than  once  in  my  life,  of  a  case  where   two 
persons  have  met  together,  and  have  discussed 
matter!*,  both  being  perfectly  honest  men,  and 
they  have  come  away  from  that  interview  with 
■diametrioally  opposite  views  as  to  what  had 
taken  place ;  and  I  trust  that  on  this  occasion 
a  majority  of  the  House  will  agree  with  me 
that,  by  onr  vote,  neither  party  is  accusing 
-either  the  Minister  of  Marine  or  Mr.  Glasgow 
of  having,  shall  I  say,  told  a  falsehood.    I  sin- 
•cetely  trust  that  is  not  the  feeling  of  the  House. 
Sir,   it   is  a  most  serious   thing  to  me,  par- 
ticularly in  this  House  ;  but  I  say  there  are 
peofde   who  think  that,  because  a  lie  is  not 
mentaonad  in  the  ten  commandments,  it  is  a 
«nBparatively  venial  offence.    Probably  a  lie 


was  of  such  rare  occurrence  then,  that  they  did 
not  think  it  was  necessary  to  include  it.  It 
was  unknown  in  the  early  primitive  days. 
The  duty  of  man  was  to  "  shoot  straight  and 
speak  the  truth."  Sir,  I  do  sincerely  hope 
there  will  be  no  more  accusations  of  that  sort, 
and  by  my  vote  on  this  occasion  I  certainly  do 
not  intend  a  reflection  on  the  Hon.  the  Minis- 
ter of  Marine,  nor  do  I  accuse  him  directly  or 
indirectly  of  anything  approaching  a  falsehood. 
The  simple  facts  of  the  case  are  that  the  Right 
Hon.  the  the  Premier  sent  a  wire  to  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Marine,  and  he  did  his  best  to 
carry  out  the  instructions.  But,  Sir,  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier  is  the  party  responsible  for 
the  whole  of  the  trouble.  It  is  not  the  Minister 
of  Marine,  nor  the  department. 

Mr.  HALLJONES.--He  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it. 

Mr.  WASON. — I  say  directly,  perhaps,  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  but  the  fact  is  that  no 
member  in  this  House  is  more  faithful  in  his 
attendance  on  those  benches  than  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier.  He  is  bore  first  thing  in 
the  morning  and  last  thing  at  night,  and  if  he 
is  not  in  the  Chamber  he  in  next  door  and  can 
come  in  at  any  moment.  Sir,  during  the  recess 
he  is  not  in  Wellington ;  he  is  travelling  about 
here,  there,  and  everywhere,  from  the  North 
Cape  to  the  Blufl,  holding  meetings,  with  votes 
of  confidence  and  speeches,  which  are  the 
very  breath  of  his  nostrils.  Sir,  I  think  it  has 
almost  developed  into  a  chronic  complaint  with 
him,  and  if  he  does  not  get  relief  from  this 
horrible  strain  it  will  prove  too  much  for  him. 
It  is  really  time  he  took  a  rest,  and  devoted  his 
energies  to  something  more  congenial — no,  I 
will  not  say  that,  because  I  do  not  believe  he 
could  have  a  more  congenial  employment. 
But  I  say  that  it  is  not  a  fitting  thing  that  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Premier  should  be  spending 
his  time  in  addressing  meetings  all  over  the 
country.  If  t  were  a  supporter  of  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Premier,  and  he  came  down  to  my 
electorate,  I  should  certainly  take  it  as  almost  a 
personal  insult,  as  though  I,  being  tlie  elected 
of  the  people,  was  not  able  to  put  my  views  with 
sufficient  clearness  before  my  constituents.  If 
I  were  an  opponent  of  bin,  and  he  did  me  the 
honour  of  coming  down  and  addressing  my 
constituents,  I  should  esteem  it  as  a  great  com- 
pltment.  The  only  analogy  that  occurs  to  me 
at  the  present  moment  of  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  and  his  tours  through  the  Islands  is 
that  of  the  person  or  company  known  as 
Sequah.  He  started  as  an  American  Indian, 
and  gradually  became  a  company  whioh  spread 
all  over  the  country.  The  method  of  procedure 
was  to  hire  a  brass  band  and  a  big  drum.  Then 
they  called  meetings  and  addressed  their 
audiences,  and  professed  to  cure  all  posrible 
ills  and  all  possible  evils  without  pain.  If  you 
wanted  a  tooth  out  he  extracted  that  tooth 
without  pain.  The  unfortunate  victim  had  his 
tooth  extracted,  and  his  yells  were  drowned 
in  the  sound  of  the  big  drum  and  the  brass 
band.  It  is  ju»t  the  same  with  the  Bight 
Hon.  the  Premier  addressing  meetings  all  over 
the  country.    The  victims  do  not  know  they 
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are  being  ▼iotimised,  because  the  brass  band 
plays  and  the  big  dram  beats,  and  Ihey  go 
away  perfectly  pacified ;  and  it  is  only  when 
they  get  to  the  quiet  of  their  homes  that  they 
begin  to  wonder  what    they  are  clamouring 
about.    We  cannot  control  the  Bight  Hon.  the 
Premier ;  his  colleagues  cannot  control  him ; 
he  sets  this  House  at  defiance ;  he  sets  parlia- 
mentary institutions  at  defiance ;  he  sets  every- 
thing at  defiance;  and   the  worst  of  it  all  is 
that  he  cannot  control  himself.   I  belicTe  that, 
time  after  time  he  gives  utterance  to  senti- 
ments which  he  does  not  in  the  least  feel.    I 
do  not  mean  to  imply  that  he  does  so  in  any 
wrong  sense,  but  he  gets  on  his  legs  and  is 
oarriMl  away  by  the  glamour  of  the  meeting, 
and  often  accuses  the  Opposition  of  having 
done  things  which  we  never  dreamt  of,  notably 
as    to  the    old-age    pensions  scheme.     Now, 
coming  to  the    immediate    question    of   this 
division,  the  member  for  EUesmere  was  in- 
accurate last  night  in  stating  that  we  on  this 
side  of  the  House  advocated  Commissions.    I 
am  not  aware  that  we  have  ever  advocated 
Oommissions.    Take  the  case  of  the  most  no- 
torious of  all  of  them— the  Police  Commission. 
It  was  carried  despite  the  wishes  of  a  large 
number  of  members  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
It  was  carried  by  a  large  number  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  own  supporters,  coupled  with 
what  is  known  as  the  "left  wing."     I  did  not 
want  the  Police  Commission.    I  looked  upon 
it  as  a  miserable   farce  from   the  beginning, 
set  up  to  whitewash  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier, and  not  a  lot  of  poor  unfortunate  police- 
men.   If  there  was  any  man  to  be  sat  upon 
it  was  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier.     I  do 
not  like  these  Commissions ;  they  are  merely 
an  evasion  of  our  responsibilities.     Take  the 
Commission  which  has  just  reported — namely, 
that  on  the  ever-regrettable  railway  accident 
at  Bakaia.  Tbat  Commission  has  reported,  and 
do    honourable    members    nof  see    that    the 
very  appointment    of    that  Commission   is  a 
reflection  on   the  department    itself?    There 
was  no  necessity  whatever  for  a  Commission 
to    inquire    into    that   accident  at  all.     The 
department  and  the  Minister   and    the  good 
men    under    him    were    quite    competent    to 
inquire  into  the  accident,  without  going  to  an- 
other colony  to  get  people  to  form  a  Commis- 
sion.   It  is  a  reflection  on  the  whole  depart- 
ment, and  shows  a  great  sign  of  weakness  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  when  they  conde- 
scended to  submit  their  affairs  to  such  a  tri- 
bunal.   Were  these  Commissioners  any  more 
competent  in  railway  matters  tban  our  own 
people  ?    It  would  be  an  unheard  of  thing  in 
the  Old  Country,  if  a  railway  accident  took 
place  there,  to  go  to  France  or  Qermany  to  get 
a  Commissioner  to  inquire  into  that  accident. 
It  is  absolutely  unhecurd  of.     Sir,  I  regret  very 
much  the  accident ;   but  accidents  will  occur 
in  the  very  best  managed  railways.   The  Minis- 
ter for  Bail  ways  and  the  able  men  under  him  in 
the  Bail  way  Department  could  have  made  an  in- 
vestigation which  would  be  just  as  satisfactory 
to  the  public  as  this  Conmiission  now  set  up. 
With  reference  to  that,  I  must  say  I  was  very 
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glad  to  learn  on  arrival  here  that  the  Qovem- 
ment  have  made  some  slight  recognition  of  the 
services  rendered  on  that  occasion  to  the  suf- 
ferers.   I  hope  they  will  before  long  go  even 
further.   I  think  that  in  the  case  of  Dr.  GowneTr 
Mrs.  Saunders,  and  the  two  heroic  ladies  who 
so  ably  seconded  them— I  think  they  ought  to 
be  granted  a  free  pass  over  the  Qovemment 
railways  for  the  rest  of  their  lives.    Tbat  would 
not  be  too  much  to  give  them,  because  if  it  had 
not  been  for  their  assistance  the  safferings  of 
the  people  would  have  been  heartrending.    I 
throw  that  out  for  the  consideration  of  the  Qo- 
vernment,  and  I  sincerely  hope  they  will  recog- 
nise more  fully  than  they  have  done  theservioes 
which  have  been  rendered  by  those  persons.    I 
would  also  like  to  congratulate  the  Premier 
upon  his  action  with  regard  to  Samoa.   I  think 
that  for  his  action  on  that  occasion  he  deserted 
w(ll  not  only  of  New  Zealand,  but  of  the  whole 
British  Empire.     There   is  another  point  on 
which  I  wish  to  give  the  Government  their  due 
meed  of  praise,  and  that  is  with  reference  to 
what  was  brought  under  their  notice  last  ses- 
sion— the  enormous    charge  which  has  been 
made  upon  the  Bead  Boardis  and  County  Goon- 
oils  for  valuations.    The  matter  was  brought  be- 
fore the  Minister  of  Lands  by  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  Boad   Boards,  and  he  promised  in  the 
House  that  the  matter  would  receive  the  most 
careful  consideration,  and  the  Government  would 
endeavour  to  give  some  redress.   While  mentioa 
ing  the  name  of  the  Minister  of  Lands,  I  may  tt/ 
that  we  all  regret  very  much  the  reason  of  his 
going  Home— namely,  his  health — and  I  trust 
that  before  long  we  will  see  him  in  bis  plaoe  in 
this  House  restored  to  health.    With  referenoe 
to  that  valuation,  I  must  say  that  I  think  the 
Government  have  done  substantial  justice  to  the 
districts,  and  they  have  acted  well  and  fairly. 
I  do  not  say  they  have  done  what  they  have 
for  the  purpose  of  catching  votes.     I  think  thej 
have  done  so  as  an  act  of  justice,  and  that  tiiey 
deserve  well  of  the  country  for  their  action. 
There  is  another  matter  with  respect  to  which 
I  do  not  think  the  Premier  does  deserve  well 
of  the  country,  and  I  hope  before  this  debate 
closes  we  will  bear  something  about  this  sub- 
ject—I  allude  to  the  Midland  Bailway.    That 
matter  is  in  a  most  deplorable  state. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  now  before  the  Courts. 
Is  it  wise  to  go  into  it? 

Mr.  WASON.— I  think  even  at  this  eleventii 
hour  the  Government  has  it  in  its  power  to 
settle  the  matter  amicably,  and  I  hope  they 
will. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  dispute  is  under  appeal 
to  the  Privy  Council. 

Mr.  WASOIS.— Then  I  will  leave  the  matter 
alone,  and  will  say  no  more  about  it.  I  dis- 
approve entirely  of  the  action  of  the  debenture- 
holders  in  petitioning  the  Stock  Exchange  as 
they  did.  I  will  only  express  this  hope — and  I 
am  sure  the  House  will  go  with  me — namialy, 
that  if  it  is  possible,  even  at  this  eleventh  hour, 
the  Government  will  do  some  justice  to  the 
debenture-holders.  If  the  Premier  will  only 
take  the  House  into  his  confidence,  I  am  car* 
tain  that  a  large  majority  of  the  House  iv^i 
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btok  bim  ap  in  his  effort  to  do  jasfcice  in  this 
oaM.    The  most  painful  part  of  this  to  me  is 
to  apeak  on  what  is  technioally  known  as  **  an- 
other place."    We  are  going  to  our  oonstituents 
fecy  soon,  and  what  will  be  a  burning  question 
there  will  be  the  whole  constitution  of  the 
Legislative  Council.    Sir,  I  am  not  going  for 
one  moment   to   talk  individually  or  parson- 
ally  of  any  persons  appointed  to  that  Cham- 
ber.   The    member  for  Ellesmere  last  night 
was   eloquent   upon    the   subject  of   the  in- 
dependence   of   persons  who  sit    upon   these 
Commissions.     I   wish   he    had   devotod   his 
eloquence  to  the  consideration  of  the   inde- 
pandenoe  of  the  Legislative  Council.     There 
aie  at  the  present  time  twelve  members  of  the 
Legislative  Council  who  are  about  to  retire, 
and  they  cannot  act  now  with  independence 
when  they  are  virtually  voting  with  a  rope 
round  their  necks.    Sir,  the  whole  syntem  has 
degenerated.    In  the  first  place,  the  Premier 
was  not  responsible  for  it ;  but  the  Council  has 
abeolntoly  gone  away  from  its  original  lines — 
namely,  tiiat  it  should  be  a  careful  Chamber  of 
revision.     Just  now  it  has  degenerated  into 
nothing  short  of  a  party  tribunal ;  and,  take  its 
membeiB,  man  for  man,  and  you  will  rind  that 
it  is  much    more — shall  I  say — radical  and 
SDoialistic,  and  that  its  members  are  less  capa- 
ble of  taking  a  common-sense  view  of  matters 
than  the  members  of  this  House.     I  do  hope 
the  country  will  agree  to   the  Council  being 
swept  away  altogether,  as  being  an    encum- 
faianoe  and  ^excrescence  on  the  body  politic; 
or,  what  probably  is  the  wiser  course,  that  the 
members  of  that  Chamber   shall  be    elected 
by  exactly  the  same  constituents  as  elect  us, 
exoept  that  they  shall  elect  one- half   of  the 
number.     In  the  event  of  any  trouble  between 
the  two  Chambers,  they  should  vote  together, 
as  is  done  in  other  Parliaments.     I  am  per- 
fectly certain  that  the  people  of  this  country 
will  soon  be  ashamed  of  the  position  into  which 
that  Chamber  has  degenerated.     I  had    the 
honour  of  a  seat  in  this  House  many  years  ago 
— ^how  many,  I  am  afraid  to  say.    Some  one 
asked  me  the  other  day:  "How  do  you  con- 
sider the  personnel  of  the  House  compares  now 
with  what  it  was  when  you  first  entered  it  ?  " 
I  said  that,  man  for  man,  it  is  as  good  now 
as  it  was  then.     I  do  not  think  the  difference 
in   the    voting  has   made    any  difference  in 
the  personnel   of    the    House.      But   I     see 
a  meet  striking  change  in  the  Upper  Cham- 
ber.     At  that  time.  Sir,  questions  were  con- 
sidered properly,  and  not,  as    they   are  now, 
simply  from  a  party  point  of  view.    There  is 
one  part  of  the  Qovernor's  Speech  which  I 
trust  is  not  meant,  and  that  is  the  suggestion 
that  we  are  to  have  another  review  of  the  taxa- 
tion of  this  country.    I  always  was  a  supporter 
of  the  property- tax.    I  think  it  was  the  fairest 
of  all  taxes.    A  man's  income  was  not  taxed ; 
his  brain  was  not  taxed.    As  soon  as  a  man 
aoquired  wealth  or  property  that  was  taxed. 
Now  we  have  a  land-  and  an  income-tax.     We 
tax  a  man's  brains  exactly  in  the  same  way  as 
we  tax  a  man's  inherited  wealth,  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  that,  we  relieve  an  enormous  number  of 


people  from  payiug  their  fair  share  of  taxation^ 
owing  to  the  exemptions.  But,  scill,  bad  as  it 
is — ^and  I  think  most  honourable  members  will 
agree  it  is  bad  in  many  respaobs — it  is  better 
than  having  an  everlasting  change.  We  do  not> 
want  to  be  always  stirring  up  the  mud  of  the 
river  and  endeavouring  to  obscure  the  fish 
underneath.  We  want  to  go  along  as  smoothly 
and  quietly  as  possible ;  consequently,  although 
one  may  feel  aggrieved  by  the  present  systemr 
I  must  say  that  I  think  nine  out  of  ten  persona 
would  rather  bear  the  ills  they  have  tuan  be 
troubled  with  fresh  ones.  I  do  not  think  that 
can  be  called  a  party  question.  So  far  as  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  is  concerned,  he  goes 
further  than  the  Premier  in  this  matter,  and 
he  would  reduce  the  taxation  on  the  necessariea 
of  life  almost  to  a  minimum.  I  do  not  holi 
with  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  on  that  point 
at  all.  When  we  come  to  discuss  what  are 
necessaries  of  life  I  think  we  shall  have  very 
serious  differences.  What  are  necessaries  of 
life  to  one  are  not  necessaries  to  another.  I 
think  that  taxation  which  is  sprea^d  over  the 
greatest  possible  number — under  which  ever/ 
person  pays  his  share  fairly  of  the  duties — ia 
the  fairest  and  best  for  the  country  at  large. 
And  if  you  are  going  to  throw  the  whole  taxa- 
tion of  the  country  upon  one  small  section,  it 
will  only  result  in  injury  to  the  people  whom 
you  imagine  you  are  going  to  benefit.  You 
may  confiscate  the  property  of  individuals, 
hut  it  will  be  perfectly  impossible  for  you  to 
do  so  without  injuring  the  country  at  large, 
and  the  poorest  people  are  those  you  injure 
first.  I  hope  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
will  see  that  it  is  just  as  well  to  leave  matter 
as  they  are.  The  most  peculiar  part  of  the 
legislation  suggested  here  is  the  compulsory 
tsiking  of  suburban  land,  and  I  hope,  when 
such  a  provision  comes  before  us,  the  House 
will  scrutinise  it  most  carefully.  It  is  a  very 
serious  thing  to  block  up  the  lungs  of  a  great 
city.  We  want  space  around  our  cities  aa 
much  as  possible — a  large  park — and  the  fur- 
ther away  the  people  live  from  cities  the 
better  it  is  for  them.  That  is  far  better  than 
allowing  people  to  acquire  these  lands  near 
cities.  It  would  then  be  for  the  Government, 
if  necessary,  to  lay  off  certain  areas  not  far 
from  town,  and  allow  people  to  get  out  to 
them  by  cheap  trains.  It  would  be  far  better 
than  buying  expensive  lands  nearer  town. 
The  members  for  Christchurch  who  have  not  yet. 
spoken,  but  will  probably  do  so  later  on,  will 
tell  the  Premier  that  the  land  -  settlemento 
near  Chris tohurch  have  not  been  a  success 
as  a  rule,  although  no  doubt  in  some  places  it 
may  have  worked  better.  To  put  people  on 
land — expensive  land  at  a  high  rate  near  town 
— is  a  mistake,  as  the  people  cannot  possibly 
live  there  in  comfort  or  to  the  benefit  of 
the  country.  I  regret,  with  several  members 
who  have  already  spoken — the  honourable 
member  for  Waitemata  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawera — that  the  Government  has 
no  intention  of  doing  anything  to  relieve  the 
position  of  the  leaseholders.  I  moved  in  this 
matter  two  sessions  ago,  and  I  think,  as  (he 
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■hoUonrable  member  who  has  just  sat  down 
«lkid,  it  is  owing  to  a  strong  party  feeling  that 
gome  honourable  members  did  not  support  it 
oh  that  occasion.  If  it  had  not  been  for  that 
feeling  people  in  such  places  bm  the  Cheviot 
would  have  had  some  chance  of  acquiring  the 
freehold  of  their  Fections.  I  should  be  glad  to 
take  an  instalment  of  justice  for*  those  people 
in  the  meantime.  I  should  be  very  pleased 
to  hear  the  Government  say  they  would  allow 
these  settlers  to  pay  off  a  portion  of  the  value 
•of  their  land  —  say,  up  to  25  per  cent. —  as 
they  are  able.  It  would  be  an  enormous 
inducement  to  those  men  to  work  on  their 
lands  and  save  money,  and  it  would  be  a 
great  safety  to  the  State.  Those  members 
who  now  urge  the  Government  to  reduce 
the  rates  of  those  lands  are  entering  upon 
a  very  serious  course,  because  the  bar- 
gain has  been  made.  I  do  not  know  that 
many  of  the  tenants  complain  that  they 
are  being  unjustly  rated,  for  I  think  that 
many  of  them  could  sell  out  at  a  very  fair 
profit,  and  many  of  them  have  done  so.  If  we 
are  going  now  to  reduce— as  has  been  urged  as 
a  Liberal  measure — the  rates  on  the  land,  you 
-will  never  be  able  to  raise  them.  If  you  now 
reduce  them  from  4^  to  3  per  cent.,  and  money 
goes  up,  just  as  it  may  do — for  money  is  not  a 
fixed  factor,  the  rate  of  interest  always  varying 
— the  community  at  large  will  suffer,  and  these 
people  in  particular  will  reap  the  benefit,  and 
get  a  much  higher  profit  from  their  lard  than 
they  are  doing  now.  I  hope  the  honourable 
member  for  Masterton,  who  has  urged  this 
more  vigorously  and  more  eloquently  than 
any  one  else  in  the  House,  will  seriously  con- 
ftider  what  the  effect  of  this  will  be.  I  cannot 
disagree  from  him  that  these  people  will  be 
prosperous  and  successful,  and  that  these 
Government  settlements,  such  as  the  Cheviot 
and  others,  may  be  as  successful  as  one 
would  wish,  for  many  of  them  are  very  success- 
ful. Sir,  the  argument  has  been  made  use 
•of  outside  this  House,  and  I  am  very  sorry 
to  say,  also  in  the  House,  by  men  who  ought 
to  know  better,  that  the  result  of  this  would  be 
to  allow  those  lands  to  fall  back  again  into 
large  holdings.  The  argument  is  too  ridicu- 
lous. Take  any  settled  district  from  Christ- 
church  to  Cheviot,  and  you  would  find  it 
simply  impossible  to  buy  wholesale  settlers' 
homes ;  besides,  we  who  have  advocated  this 
justice  have  so  safeguarded  the  proposal  that 
those  lands  purchased  by  the  Government 
would  always  be  held  by  the  same  class  for 
whose  use  they  were  purchased.  Now,  we  only 
ask  that  these  settlers  may  have  the  same 
privileges  as  we  enjoy  ourselves.  It  is  not  very 
much  to  ask,  and  it  is  only  the  interest  we  feel 
in  the  welfare  of  the  State  at  large,  and  in  the 
welfare  of  these  individuals,  that  induces  us  to 
adc  it.  I  think  the  Government  might,  this 
session,  go  as  far  as  to  say  they  will  allow  them 
to  pay  off,  say,  up  to  25  per  cent.,  because  half 
a  loaf  is  better  than  no  bread.  With  a  few 
good  seasons  they  would  be  able  to  do  it,  and 
the  Government  could  devote  the  money  to 
'Other  works.    One  of  the  arguments  against 
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this  is  absolutely  childish— namely,  that  if  we 
allow  these  people  to  acquire  the  freehold  of 
their  landf*,  gradually  it  will  all  go  baok  to  its 
original  state,  and  become  large  sheep-ronsbeld 
by  a  few.    Why,  all  the  money  in  England  at 
the  pivsent  moment  would  not  buy  up  the 
Cheviot,  or  certainly  would  not  buy  an  equal 
area  around  Christehurch,  and,  besides  that, 
the  people  would  not  part  with  the  land  and 
their  homes  scarcely  at  any  price.    That  aiga- 
ment   is  not,    I    think,    worth    a   momenfi 
attention,    either  on  this  side   of  the  Hoqbs 
or   on    the    other.      At    any    rate,    if  mem- 
bers went  to  the  country  districts  and  intn- 
viewed  those  settlers  who  have  lands  there  and 
ascertained  what  their  feelings  in  the  matter 
were,  they  certainly  would  agree  with  me  thai 
this  privilege  might  be  extended  to  them— ai 
any  rate  to  the  trifling  extent  I   have  mn 
tioned.     Sir,  the  honourable  member  for  AA- 
burton  did   most   excellent  service  in  gottiag 
a  Committee  set  up  to  inquire  into  tbe  possi- 
bilities of  a  steam  service  between  Welliogton 
and  Lyttelton,  and  I  may  say  I  myself  took 
some  action  in  tbe   matter  some  time  pts- 
viously.    The  honourable  member  for  Aahlnr 
ton  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  to  this  mattsr, 
and  the  Committee  set  up  went  to  oonaideiable 
expense  in  telegraphing  Home  for  infoimatioii 
on  the  subject.    The  Committee   reported  ii 
favour    of    a   subsidised    service,    quick  and 
regular;   but  nothing  has  been  done,  and  it 
seems  nothing  is  likely  to  be  dqpe.    Sir,  that 
connection  between  Lyttelton  and  Wellhigtoa 
is  an  absolute  necessity  as  part  of  our  whole 
system   of  railways.     The  present  ayslem  it 
exceedingly  unpatisfaotory,  and  it  is  only  owing 
to  the  excellent  manner  in  which  the  Unioa 
Steam  Ship  Company  have  carried    on  tbsii 
business  that    there    has   not  been  a  poUio 
protest  against  it  such  as  would  either  tmn 
the  Government  from  those  benches,  or  compel 
them  to  yield  to  their  demands.     There  is  an- 
other matter  to  which  the  Premier  promised 
two  sessions  ago  to  give  his  careful  attention, 
and  that  is  with  reference  to  the  steam  serviee 
between  Sydney  and  Wellington.    Nothing  baa 
been  done  about  that,  and  the  matter  is  joat  ai 
it  was. 

Mr.  SEDDOK.— There  ia  come  importaat 
correspondence  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  WASON.— Thank  you.  I  am  very  glad 
to  hear  something  is  being  done  in  the  mattSE. 
At  the  present  time  we  are  almost  the  remotait 
part  of  the  Queen's  dominions.  You  can  gat 
to  Uganda  almost  quicker  than  yon  can  get 
to  New  Zealand.  You  can  get  to  any  pait  of 
Africa,  or  Japan,  or  to  Waiheiwei  in  China, 
almost  quicker  than  you  can  get  to  New  Zesr 
land.  We  are  absolutely  shut  of!  from  the 
rest  of  the  world.  And  why?  I  am  not 
blaming  this  Government  for  it ;  bat  I  think, 
considering  the  position  they  are  in,  they 
might  do  something  in  the  matter  in  order  to 
encourage  settlement  in  this  country,  and  ia 
order  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  ooontiy. 
And  honourable  members  must  recognise  ttet 
within  the  last  few  days  it  has  become  almoal 
a  certainty  that  Australia  is  detennined  to 
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Mtnte.    Now»  I  think  sometbing  ought  oar- 1 
t^nly  to  be  done  by  New  Zealand  with  regard 
to  this  matter.    I(  is  a  meet  important  ques- 
tioB,  aDd  I  am  snre  the  Honse  is  indebted 
to  the  hononrable  member  for  Kaiapoi   for 
his  most  interesting   speeoh  on  the  matter. 
0  0     I  will  not  follow  him  in  that,  bat  will 
only  say  that  we  ought  to  be  very 
patefal  to  him  for  it,  for  it  is  a  plainly  self- 
•vident  faet  that  if   New  Zealand  does  not 
eome  into  the  Federation  now,  as  it  ought  to 
Qome  in,  it  will  have  to  oome  in  later  on,  and 
wo  will  then  be  in  the  position  of  going  to  the 
Aostialian  Federation,  almost  oap  in  hand,  and 
begging  |o  be  taken  in.    Sir,  we  oaght  (o  go  in 
ss  soon  as  it  is  possible  for  us  to  do  so ;  and  I 
beiiove,  with  referenoe  to  the  question  of  a 
diieoi  serviee  with  Sydney,  that  that  service 
would  be  a  very  great  faotor,  and  the  oost  would 
not  be  much.    I  believe  I  have  the  best  autho- 
lity  one  oould  get  for  saying  tbat  the  oost 
woald  not  exceed  £50,000,  including  the  cost 
of  oar  contribution  for  letterii.     The  whole 
tfaiog  would  not  oost  more  than  £50,000,  and 
when  the  balance-sheet  was  made  out  I  be- 
lieve we  shoold  have  a  very  large  profit,  and 
then  we  shonld  be  in  the   very  satisfactory 
position  of  the  colony  having  a  regular  weekly 
mail  to  and  from  the  Old  Country.    This  is  a 
BMst  important  matter,  and  I   think,  if  the 
Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  gave  it  his  attention, 
mstead  of  attending  to  the  merely  trifling  mat- 
ton  he  does  attend  to,  it  would  be  a  most  ex- 
oellent  thing  lor   the  odony.    I  have  often 
wondered  whether  it  is  yet  tco  late   for  the 
Premier,  as  the  Scotch  poet  says,  "  to  tak'  a 
tbooht  and  mend."    I  have  often  wondered  if 
it  is  not  possible  for  him  yet  to  devote  his  re- 
maining political  days  to  the  good  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  ooonpy  a  position  that  a  man  like 
Beid  holds  in  Australia.    The  poet  of  the  cen- 
twy  writes : — 

Take  np  the  white  man's  burden. 

Away  with  childish  days— 
The  lightly  proffered  lanrel^ 
The  eas^  nngradged  prftlse. 
Howmoeh  better  it  would  be  if  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Premier  was  to  devote  himself  to  a  ques- 
tion of  this  sort  rather  than  to  go  about  the 
eoantty  denouncing  the  Opposition  in  un- 
meaMized  language*.  To  do  so  would  redound 
infinitely  more  to  his  credit,  and  more  to  our 
endit  as  a  oolony.  I  believe  the  Bight  Hon. 
the  Premier  oould  remedy  the  position  he 
itaods  in  now.  I  believe  he  is  quite  suffi- 
eiently  powerful  in  the  country,  and  that,  if  he 
were  to  carry  an  enabling  Bill  through  the 
Hoose  so  as  to  enable  a  vote  to  be  taken  upon 
It^  New  Zealand  might  go  in  for  Federation 
along  with  the  other  Australasian  Colonies.  I 
sineerely  hope  he  will  do  so.  I  do  not  suppose 
it  is  likely,  bat  I  must  say  that  exertions  in  that 
matter  would  be  much  more  likely  to  commend 
him  to  poaterity  than  his  action  in  going  about 
the  conn  try  denouncing  in  language  unmea- 
Mred  and  unwarranted  the  conduct  of  the 
(^ppositioii. 

f^lCr.  HOQO(Hasterton).-- Mr.  Speaker,  before 
adteseing  myself  to  the  subject  of  this  debate 
I  should  tike  to  |oin  other  members  in  express- 
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ing  the  great  sympathy  I  feel  with  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  in  his  domestic  afflictions, 
which,  I  regret  to  say,  have  now  existed  for  a 
considerable  period,  and  must  have  militated 
very  greatly  against  his  usefulness  and  natural 
energy.  I  think  it  is  very  unfortunate  for  this 
House  that  we  are  deprived  of  bis  presenoe 
through  a  cause  of  that  kind,  and  I  am  satisfied 
that,  in  expressing  these  sentiments,  I  am  merely 
voicing  the  feelings  of  membem  on  both  sides  of 
the  House.  And  allow  me  also  to  say  that  I 
congratulate  the  honourable  member  for  Sel- 
wyn,  who  has  just  spoken,  on  the  exceedmgly 
moderate  and  temperate  speech  that  he  haa 
delivered.  It  has  been  thoroughly  argumenta- 
tive, and  I  must  say  that  in  many  respects  it  is 
a  model  speech.  In  tone  it  is  elevated  ;  he  has 
dealt  with  some  very  large  questions,  and  they 
have  been  dealt  with  in  a  manner  to  which  we, 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  cannot  possibly  take 
exception.  The  honourable  gentleman  alluded. 
Sir,  to  the  desirability  of  this  oolony  becoming 
federated  with  Ansiralia.  Now,  although  a 
oertain  section  of  the  population  of  New  Zea- 
land may  be  impreesed  with  the  idea  that 
federation  would  be  advantageous  to  this 
oolony,  I  think.  Sir,  that  a  considerable  number 
of  the  members  of  this  House,  and,  at  all 
events,  if  1  refer  to  past  members,  I  can  say 
that  some  of  the  best  men  who  have  ever  sat 
in  the  House  during  the  time  I  have  been  a 
member  of  it,  have  expressed  opinions  of  a  very 
opposite  description.  My  own  impreiwion  is 
that  we  are  so  situated  that,  if  we  really  de- 
sired federation,  the  thing  would  be  almost 
absolutely  impractioable.  With  regard  to  tha 
mail-service,  I  say,  there  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  federate  with  Australia  in  order  to 
obtain  it.  That  is  simply  a  matter  of  arrange- 
ment, and  very  simple  arrangement.  But  why 
shoold  we  federate  with  Australia?  Why 
should  we  allow  a  portion  of  the  government  of 
this  country  to  be  administered  from  an  Aus- 
tralian centre,  say,  Sydney  or  Melbourne  ?  Why 
should  we  give  up  those  rights  of  autonomous 
government  that  we  now  possess  ?  Why  should 
we  abandon  or  surrender  the  power  to  pass  laws 
that  are  specially  adapted  to  this  country,  and 
respecting  which  we  find  we  are  standing  now 
in  the  foreground  and  absolutely  leading  the 
people  of  Australia  ?  Why  we  should  sacriiioe 
our  independence  to  become  federated  with 
Australia  is  a  thing,  Sir,  I  cannot  understand. 
What  advantage  ii  to  be  gained?  Can  any 
honourable  gentleman  point  out  to  me  a  soli- 
tary advantage  which  New  Zealand  would  reap 
by  being  federated  with  Australia  ? 

An  Hon.  Msmbbb.  —The  markets. 

Mr.  HOGQ^.— We  have  the  markets  already, 
and  Australia  is  as  much  dependent  upon  New 
Zealand  as  New  Zealand  is  dependent  upon 
Australia.  We  reciprocate  in  every  wav.  If 
Australia  receives  our  produce,  v^e  take  a  large 
quantity  of  manufactures,  as  well  as  produce, 
from  Australia, — in  the  shape  of  machinery, 
wines,  and  fruits,— and  I  believe  that  if  the 
matter  were  inquired  into  you  would -find  that, 
as  far  as  imports  are  concerned,  the  balance  o£ 
trade  is  against  us,  and  not  in  our  favour. 


290 


Addrett  in  BepUf : 


[HOUSE.] 


No  Oonfidenoe. 


[JULT& 


Ad  Hod.  Msmbbb. — You  are  quite  wroog. 

Mr.  HOGG. — Well,  I  mtky  be  quite  wrong, 
but  all  I  cau  say  is  this :  that  we  are  well 
supplied  with  travellers  from  Australia;  that 
agents  from  Australian  houses  are  to  be  found 
in  Wellington,  Dunedin,  Ghristchurch,  Auck- 
land, and  in  all  the  other  centres ;  that  they 
have  their  chief  depots  in  Melbourne  and 
Sydney,  and  they  are  in  the  habit  of  keeping 
our  markets  well  stocked  with  their  goods. 
Well,  Sir,  I  think  I  have  dealt  with  the  ques- 
tion of  Federation.  Now,  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  referred  to  another  very  im- 
portant question,  and  that  is  the  subject  of 
taxation.  Like  a  considerable  proportion  of 
members  on  his  side  of  the  House,  he  has  given 
us  to  understand  that  be  is  in  love  with  the 
property-tax;  that  he  regrets  that  the  land- 
and  income-tax  was  intrcduced  and  the  pro- 
perty-lax swept  away.  Well,  I  was  in  New 
Zealand  when  the  property-tax  was  intro- 
duced. 1  predicted  what  the  effect  of  the 
property-tax  would  be, — I  hope  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea  is  not  going  to 
leave  the  House,  for  there  are  a  few  words  I 
wish  to  say  in  his  presence, — I  have  seen  the 
effect  of  the  experiment  of  the  property- tax  in 
New  Zealand,  and  it  was  just  exactly  what  I 
predicted  when  that  tax  was  introduced.  New 
Zealand  suflfered  under  that  tax  for  ten  or 
twelve  years,  and  during  that  time,  instead  of 
going  forward,  it  was  going  backward ;  it  was 
losing  population  and  revenue,  and  everything 
else  except  destitution  was  dechuing.  Land 
and  property  were  reduced  in  value.  Why  ? 
Because  the  property-tax  was  an  all-round 
infliction.  It  was  something  like  smallpox,  or 
measles :  it  spared  no  one.  The  poorest  family 
in  the  country  had  to  contribute.  Even  if 
people  had  to  beg  their  way  from  door  to  door, 
they  had  still  to  be  contributors  to  that  most 
imquitous  form  of  taxation.  The  property -tax 
might  ^  ell  be  designated  *'  the  poor  man's  tax," 
because  it  made  every  one  poorer  than  before. 
It  assailed  everything,  from  the  comforts  and 
luxuries  of  life,  to  the  food  and  clothing  the 
humblest  individual  consumed.  It  was  a  tax 
that  was  cumulative.  It  had  to  be  paid  by  the 
merchant.  It  had  to  be  paid  by  the  storekeeper 
on  the  goods  he  retailed,  and  by  the  consumer 
on  the  goods  he  purchased.  It  taxed  household 
goods,  and  the  machinery  of  production.  It 
taxed  property  and  every  form  of  improvement. 
It  was  a  bar  to  the  employment  of  capital,  and 
a  direct  tax  on  labour.  It  hindered  enterprise, 
it  killed  industry,  and  was  one  of  the  most  out- 
rageous inflictions  ever  introduced  into  any 
British  colony.  I  hope.  Sir,  the  honourable 
gentieman*s  recommendation  will  be  remem- 
bered, that  we  should  leave  well  alone,  rather 
than  go  back  to  such  an  infliction  as  the 
property-tax.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  land- 
and  income-tax,  what  does  he  say  7  He  regrets 
that  the  small  farmers  are  exempt.  I  cannot 
join  in  his  regrets.  I  am  exceedingly  pleased  the 
small  farmers  of  New  Zealand  are  exempt  from 
this  taxation,  because,  if  any  class  of  men  de- 
serve to  be  encouraged,  it  is  the  nnaM  pxodnoers. 
Indirectly,  through  the  Customs,  those  men  are 


paying  heavily  to  the  State,  and  contribntiDg 
well  to  the  revenue.  Why,  then,  require  them 
to  pay  a  land-tax  as  well?  The  honourable 
gentleman  also  referred  to  the  ooneiitntion  of 
the  Legislative  Council.  I  am  sorry  be  ooold 
not  be  a  little  more — not  to  say  oomplimcnt&ry 
-^but  fair  and  generous  in  his  remarks  ooDoem- 
ing  that  Chamber.  Sir,  I  have  never  bees 
enamoured  with  a  second  Chamber.  I  have 
long  held  the  opinion  that  one  Chamber  if 
quite  sufficient,  and  that  the  second  Chamber 
is  really  unnecessary.  But  at  the  same  time, 
Sir,  I  should  hesitate  to  express  the  opinion 
of  the  composition  of  that  Chamber  which  his 
been  expressed  by  the  honourable  geotlemaii. 
I  am  afraid  I  have  a  muoh  higher  opinion  d 
the  members  of  that  Chamber,  and  especially 
of  the  members  of  it  who  are  about  to  retire, 
than  the  honourable  gentleman.  I  should  be 
sorry  to  say  they  are  either  encumbrances  or 
excrescences.  If  they  are  encumbrances  and 
excrescences,  who  is  responsible  for  their  ap- 
pointment ? 

Mr.  WASON.— I  desire  to  say  that  I  did  not 
state  that  the  members  of  that  Chamber  w«e 
encumbrances  and  exoresoenoes,  but  that  the 
Chamber  itself  was  an  encnmbranoe  and  an 
excrescence. 

Mr.  HOGG.— Well,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
accept  the  explanation,  although  I  do  not  see 
muoh  difierence.  If  the  remark  refers  to  the 
Chamber  collectively,  then  it  muet  also  apply 
to  the  individuals  composing  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  cannot  allow  membeis  to 
speak  disrespectfully  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  or  of  its  members. 

Mr.  HOGG.  —  I  am  endeayouring.  Sir,  to 
speak  respectfully  of  it.  I  always  endeavour 
to  speak  of  the  other  Chamber  with  tlierespeot 
that  is  due  to  that  body.  I  am  now  endeavour^ 
ing  to  defend  the  character  of  the  othff 
Chamber,  beoauee  it  has  been  said  the  Cham- 
ber has  degenerated.  I  do  not  think  it  hss 
degenerated.  My  impression  is  that  it  has 
very  much  improved.  I  remember  when  it  did 
degenerate,  and  degenerate  very  rapidly.  That 
is  about  nine  or  ten  years  ago,  when  a  number 
of  gentlemen  who  had  just  been  defeated  at 
the  polls  were  stuffed  into  that  Chamber— fo£ 
what  purpose  ? 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — By  whom  ? 

Mr.  HOGG.— By  the  administrntion  of  Uie 
late  Sir  Harry  Atkinson.  They  had  been  de- 
feated in  the  opuntry,  and,  instMd  of  aoceptintt 
defeat  manfully,  knovnng  that  the  oountry  had 
placed  men  in  the  House  to  oany  out  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  they  endeavoured  to  stuff 
that  Chamber,  so  that  the  legislation  of  thta 
House  should  be  nullified,  and  so  that  the 
laws  demanded  by  the  people  would  not  b» 
nassed 

Mr.  WASON.— I  waa  talking  of  twenfy  or 
more  years  ago. 

Mr.  HOGG.— Well,  there  is  no  need  to  go 
back  so  many  years.  We  have  only  to  look  a& 
what  has  happened  during  the  last  nine  or  IM 
years,  and  we  will  find  why  the  oonstitutioii  U 
that  Chamber  has  undergone  material  altsia* 
tion,  so  as  to  bring  it  into  lair  and  woddog  hac> 
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mony  with  thU  Chamber.  That  was  a  thing 
that  was  very  essential.  I  am  not  going  to 
allade  to  the  Midland  Railway,  as  the  matter 
18  sub  judice,  and  has  been  referred  to  the 
PiiTy  Coanoil ;  and  for  this  reason  it  would  be, 
I  think,  very  injadioioas  to  make  any  oom- 
ments  on  what  has  taken  place  in  connection 
with  the  position  of  the  shareholders  and 
debentore-holders.  Neither,  Sir,  need  I  allude 
to  the  celebrity  that  has  been  revived  once 
moie.  I  really  thought  he  was  dead  a  long 
time  ago,  but  he  has  been  resurrected  to- 
night. I  refer  to  Sequah— the  creation,  I 
thmk,  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  — 
I  am  told  that  he  is  now  travelling  about. 
I  think  the  Premier  said  he    was    in  com- 

Eny  with    a    snake-charmer;    but  I   do  not 
ow  whether  ^hat  is  the  case  or  not.    At  any 
nte,  I  am  glad  to  hear  he  still  survives,  and, 
ftltbough  he  may  be  growing  grey-headed,  he 
lemains  in  a  position  to  answer  a  useful  pur- 
poee  in  a  debate  of  this  character.    The  mem- 
ber for  Selwyn  has  also  attacked  the  Premier 
because  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  travelling 
about  the  colony  and  addressing  public  meet- 
ings.   I  presume  he  objects  to  the  departure 
from  the  procedure  of  bygone  da>s,  when  the 
Premier  of  the  colony  and  his  Ministers  took 
things  remarkably  easy.    In  those  days  they 
were  generally  to  be  seen  hovering  about  bank- 
parlours  or  large  monetary  institutions;  but,  as 
for  travelling  among  the  people,  and  visiting 
different  piaoes  in  the  colony,  such  a  thing 
never  occurred    to   them.    Tbey   occasionally 
travelled  to  Ghristchuroh,  or  Dunedin,  or  Auck- 
land, but  they  visited  these  places  only  once  in  a 
number  of  years,  after  the  manner  of  a  comet 
or  a  solar  eclipse.      Now  we  have  a  live  Minis- 
try that  is  not  afraid  to  show  itself  amongst 
the  people,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  say  we  have 
a  live  Premier,  who  can  face  the  public  on  any 
platform  in  the  country,  and  not  only  in  the 
eoontry   but   on  every   Opposition  threshold. 
Why  should  the  Opposition  be  annoyed  because 
the  Premier  travels  round  the  colony?    Is  it 
not  because  he  hits  out  hard  ?   If  he  is  assailed 
by  them,  why  should  he  not  retaliate?    The 
leason  the  Opposition  are  crying  out  about  the 
Premier  travelling  so  much  about  the  country 
is  that  they  get  some  hard  blows ;  but  if  tbey 
give  blows,  why,  they  must  also  expect  blows 
in  return.    Then,  the  honourable  gentleman 
alluded  to  the  personal  tone  of  the  Minister  of 
Marine.  Well,  I  am  not  aware  that  he  indulged 
in  any  personalities  that  were  uncalled-for.    I 
am  rather  inclined  to  think  the  honourable 
gentleman     must    have    been    misinformed, 
because   he    was    not   in    the    House    when 
fte  Minister   of   Marine   was  addressing  it. 
The    honourable    member    also    referred    to 
the  desirability  of  giving  the  Crown  tenants 
the  option  of  acquiring  their  freehold.    I  do 
not  blame    any  man   for   getting    the    best 
possible  tenure  he  can,  or  for  securing  his  home 
in  any  way  he  thinks  most  desirable,  but  I 
oontend  that  if  any  man  believes  the  freehold 
is  better  than  the  *'  eternal  lease  "  he  is  making 
a  mistake.    I  do  not  think  that  New  Zealand, 
if  it  was  polled  to-morrow,  would  be  uncertain 


in  the  voice  it  would  give  on  this  question. 
For  that  reason  I  would  like  to  see  the  Re- 
ferendum Bill  introduced,  so  that  the  electors 
of  the  colony  might  decide  whether  they  would 
have  the  freehold  tenure  continued,  or  whethes 
they  would  prefer  to  rely  on  a  good  tenure  foB* 
all  time  in  the  shape  of  a  Crown  leasehold.. 
Now,  Sir,  I  will  show  you  a  contrast.  I  wills 
show  you  what  the  freehold  has  done  for  Canter*- 
bury,  and  I  will  show  you  what  the  leasehold, 
has  done  for  my  district.  Here,  in  the  ma(r 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  is  a  result  of  the 
freehold.  Here  you  have  633  email  home- 
steads lumped  into  one,  and  held  by  one  man 
in  Canterbury.  The  Hororata  Estate  1  There 
is  the  freehold. 

An  Hon.  Msmbsb. — Is  that  to  go  into  Han* 
sard  again  ? 

Mr.  HOGG.— I  do  not  care  if  it  does.  The 
oftener  it  goes  in  the  better,  I  think.  I  would 
be  very  pleased  to  see  it  there  again.  I  would 
like  to  see  it  in  every  school  iu  the  colony, 
so  that  our  young  New-Zealanders  might  be 
taught  how  the  land  was  filched  from  them 
that  ought  to  have  belonged  to  them  and  their 
fathers.  The  total  acreage  is  38,906  acres,  and 
it  took  twenty-one  years  to  acquire  it.  Six 
hundred  and  thirty-three  homesteads  1  There 
should  be  at  the  very  least  between  three  thou- 
sand and  four  thousand  souls  on  it  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  But  it  is  owned  by  one  man. 
There  is  your  freehold.  Now,  Sir,  I  will  show 
you  the  leasehold — I  will  show  you  what  the 
lease  in  perpetuity  is  doing  now.  Here  is  %. 
little  bit  of  the  Forty-mile  Bush.  The  map  I 
hold  resembles  a  house  of  bricks.  You  will 
notice  how  all  those  squares  and  oblongs  are 
marked  out.  Each  of  theee  little  bricks,  Sir, 
represents  a  homestead  of  from  one  hundred 
to  three  hundred  acres.  A  great  many  of 
those  holdings  at  the  present  time  contain 
permanent  settlers  and  their  families,  and» 
as  roads  are  being  made,  additional  settlers 
are  gradually  getting  in  and  building  up  nice 
residences,  and  becoming  thoroughly  inde- 
pendent. They  are  establishing  creameries, 
and  by-and-by  btttter>  factories  will  be  placed 
there,  and  you  will  have  a  splendid  thriving 
population.  But  what  would  happen  if  you 
converted  that  land  into  freehold  ?  A  certain . 
number  of  those  individuals  who  are  failures, 
unadapted  for  the  land,  would  relinquish  their 
holdings,  and,  instead  of  the  land  passing 
through  the  Land  Board  into  the  hands  of  other 
settlers,  it  would  be  at  once  gobbled  up  by 
one  speculator. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — No. 

Mr.  HOGG. — Oh,  but  it  has  happened  again 
and  again ;  and  then,  after  that,  perhaps  the 
member  for  Patea,  or  some  geuUeman  like 
him,  would  travel  up  theire  and  say,  *'  Here  is 
money  to  lend  on  very  advantageous  terms.  ' 
I'll  take  a  mortgage  over  your  property,  fluad 
you  can  go  on  and  make  your  improvements. 
Do  not  be  hampered  for  want  of  money."  And 
then  the  next  tning  would  be  that  there  would 
be  foreclosures,  and  most  of  the  energetic  men 
would  have  to  part  with  their  freeholds,  which 
would  go  into  the  hands  of  the  speculator,  and 
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become  the  property  of  one  man.  Then  thuse 
people  who  went  there  with  the  determination 
4o  permanently  settle  and  never  glfe  up  their 
'homes  would  find  the  schoolhonse  had  dis- 
appeared ;  that  the  post-office,  and  all  the  com- 
forts and  oonveniences  which  they  had  hitherco 
enjoyed,  had  gone  away ;  that  the  iXMids  to  their 
residences  were  no  longer  maintained,  beoanse 
the  big  man,  who  is  frequently  a  globe-trotter 
-or  an  absentee,  does  not  want  roads  at  all,  and 
;they  would  be  compelled  to  abandon  their 
'■homesteads.  The  result  would  be,  I  am  con- 
fident, that  all  these  holdings  would  be  con- 
^rted  into  one  man's  propelrty,  like  this  Hoio- 
rata  Estate.  I  hope  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land will  have  their  eyes  sufficiently  opened. 
I  intend,  wherever  I  hear  this  cry  raised,  if 
I  have  the  opportunity  and  the  means,  to  show 
these  maps  to  our  working  settlers,  and  tell 
them  the  difference  between  the  leasehold  and 
the  freehold.  What  does  this  freehold  achieve  f 
It  enables  one  man  to  become  a  landlord  and 
*  tyrant,  and  to  drain  the  very  life-blood  out  of 
bis  neighbour.  It  enables  a  private  landlord 
to  live  on  another  man's  toil.  What  has  hap- 
pened in  the  Old  Country?  There  you  have 
men  drawing  as  much  as  £100,000  a  year  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  poor  serfs,  their  tenants. 
We  talk  about  slavery  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  but  the  black  slavery  of  America  was 
as  nothing  compared  with  the  position  of 
the  white  slaves  of  our  own  Mother-land. 
I  am  Rony  the  member  for  Palmerston  is 
sot  here,  because  I  wanted  to  say  a  word 
to  him  about  this.  I  understand  that  at 
one  time  he  belonged  to  the  celebrated  organi- 
sation called  the  Knights  of  Labour.  I  believe 
BOW  he  wishes  to  give  everybody  the  free- 
bold  if  they  desire  it  and  pay  down  the  money. 
Bere  is  a  portion  of  the  declaration  and  pre- 
amble  of  the  Knights  of  Labour  organization, 
for  which,  I  believe,  the  honourable  member 
used  to  be  going  round  as  a  sort  of  missionary 
Id  his  own  district.  I  believe  he  was  one  of 
the  principal  organisers  of  the  society,  and 
here  is  the  fourth  preamble : — 

"  The  land,  including  all  the  natural  sources 
of  wealth,  is  the  heritage  of  all  the  people,  and 
^ould  not  be  subject  to  speculative  traffic. 
Occupancy  and  use  should  be  the  only  title  to 
the  poseessiion  of  land.  The  taxes  upon  land 
•bould  be  levied  upon  its  full  value  for  use, 
SKclutiive  of  improvements,  and  should  be 
sufficient  to  take  for  the  community  all  un- 
earned increment." 

That  declaration  may  be  horrifying  to  some 
gentlemen,  but  I  say  it  is  merely  human 
lastice— neither  more  nor  less.  I  would  like  to 
know  whether  freeholds  will  insure  occupation 
and  use?  Will  they  not  bring  about  land- 
lordism, with  slavery  and  pauperism  ?  I  see 
the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston  is  in 
his  place  now.  I  wss  merely  paying,  for  his 
edification,  that  I  understand,  at  one  time  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Labour,  and  I 
read  a  portion  of  the  preamble  with  respect  to 
land  which  is  certainly  not  in  conformity  with 
the  ideas  of  those  people  in  New  Zealand  who 
urging  the  Government  to  give  the  State 
Mr.  Hogg 


leaseholder  the  opportunity  of  acquiring  the 
freehold. 

Mr.  PIRANL^It  is  not  in  conformity  with 
the  999  years'  lease  either. 

Mr.  HOGG.— Two  blacks  do  not  make  a 
white,  at  all  events.  But,  Sir,  I  will  now  cams 
to  the  matter  we  are  debating.  It  has  been 
said  that  the  Ministry  is  now  on  its  trial.  I 
would  like  to  know  whether  members  are 
really  sincere— whether  they  would  like  to  sse 
this  amendment  carried.  Are  they  prepared  to 
face  their  constituents? 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— Yes. 

Mr.  HOGG. — The  honourable  member  foe 
Biocarton  says  *'  Yes."  Well,  I  can  only  say  I 
am  in  the  same  happy  position  myself,  but  I  do 
not  know  that  all  members  are  the  same.  I 
was  never  afraid  to  face  my  conatltuents,  and  I 
think  you  will  find  that  the  courage  is  chiefly 
on  this  side  of  the  House.  It  is  certainly  not 
on  the  opposite  side.  We  on  this  side  are  do- 
ing our  duty,  and  consequently  we  are  not 
afraid  to  meet  the  electors.  I  am  afraid  that, 
if  the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite  believed 
for  one  moment  that  this  amendment  was 
likely  to  be  carried,  some  of  them  would 
find,  when  the  division-bell  rings,  that  they 
were  seized  with  la  grippe  or  something  of 
that  sort.  I  believe,  in  that  case  we  would  have 
the  usual  number  of  absentees  that  we  see  oB 
a  race-day.  Well,  Sir,  with  regard  to  this 
Marine  scandal,  I  am  not  going  to  deal  with 
it.  I  have  heaid  a  great  deal  aboot  it,  and  I 
think  the  country  has  been  deluged  with  it 
I  do  not  profess  to  know  much  about  it.  I  have 
taken  very  little  notice  of  it  indeed.  I  have 
looked  upon  it  as  a  very  paltry  matter.  I,  for 
one,  am  not  going  to  condemn  the  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Hutoheson)  for  having 
brought  this  scandal  up,  nor  the  member  for 
Palmerston  for  having  endeavoured  to  get  the 
scandal  analysed  and  an   investigation   held. 

g  OQ  If  Mr.  Hutoheson  had  adhered  to  that, 
*  *  his  conduct  would  have  been  highly 
commendable.  The  thing  I  take  exception  to 
is  that  he  prejudged  the  whole  oase.  Instead 
of  endeavourmg  to  bring  about  a  full  and 
complete  investigation  of  what  he  had  dis- 
covered, he  did  all  he  could  to  bring  the 
Ministry  into  contempt  and  disgrace.  I  did 
not  expect  a  gentleman  returned  to  sop- 
port  the  Ministry  and  their  party  would  have 
been  the  first,  without  proper  evidence,  to  tiy 
and  besmirch  the  men  he  was  pledged  to  sop- 
port.  I  am  sorry  for  him  in  one  way,  heeaose 
I  have  regarded  him  as  a  very  promismg  poii* 
tician.  But  perhaps  he  has  not  been  a&le  to 
withstand  the  preosure.  I  think  the  Premleff 
his  chief,  could  hardly  have  expected  to  be 
assaulted  by  so  professedly  sincere  a  friend.  It 
is  quite  evident,  from  the  place  he  occupies  ta 
this  House,  so  near  to  the  "  left  wing,"  l^at  he 
must  have  been  getting  into  bad  company;  and 
we  know  what  is  the  result  of  that.  He  hss 
sat  too  near  the  *'  left  wing«."  and  has  beeoms 
infected.  Like  that  celebrated  little  lamb  tiiat 
Mary  had,  he  has  accidentally  got  into  the 
school — for  scandal,  and  has  created  a  great  deal 
of  oonf»temation.    If  he  is  happy — and  I  see  he 
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ii  niiiliog—- all  I  ean  say  is,  he  is  very  easily 
Mtiafiad.  I  do  not  blame  him  for  anearthing 
Uiia  or  any  other  soaDdal:  if  he  finds  any- 
thing going  wrong  it  is  his  duty  to  endeavour, 
to  the  best  of  his  ability,  to  ha?e  abuses  an- 
•srthed.  I  have  alwa>s  assumed  that  in- 
dependent position  myself.  Bat  I  think  the 
hoDouable  gentleman  should  have  waited 
issol^  There  is  one  thing  I  must  say  that  I 
sm  somewhat  sorry  for,  and  that  is  that,  in  the 
eocuBBe  of  this  debi^,  and  on  several  oooasions 
faotb  outside  and  inside  the  House,  an  attack, 
which  was  quite  unoalled-for,  has  been  made  by 
pominent  members  of  the  Opposition  on  a 
luge  nnmber  of  labouring- men  in  this  country: 
1  refer  to  the  attacks  made  by  them  from 
time  to  time,  extending  over  a  period  of  years, 
on  the  co-operative  system. 

An  Hon.  Msmbkb.— Kot  on  the  men. 

Mr.  HOOG.'Yea — by  members  on  that  side 
of  ibe  House;  not  by  members  on  this  side. 
Only  quite  recently — I  am  sorry  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  is  not  in  his  plaoe — the  honour- 
able 111*  laber  for  Hawke's  Bay  went  to  Wood- 
ville  end  told  the  people  at  a  large  meeting  that 
the  electors  had  been  overridden  by  the  co- 
operative labourers.  Now,  what  meaning  can  be 
attached  to  such  words  ?  Is  not  the  meaning 
this:  that  the  co-operative  labourers  of  New 
Zealand  have  no  political  independence,  no 
seals  to  call  their  own ;  that  they  are  liable  to 
be  need  by  the  Government  as  mere  voting- 
maehines;  that  there  is  no  secrecy  in  the 
bsUot ;  that  they  can  be  taken  from  one  part  of 
the  colony  to  another  for  the  purpoee  of  turn- 
ing an  election  in  any  direction  a  Minister 
wishee?  Men  who  speak  in  this  way  do  not 
understand  these  men;  they  do  not  under- 
stand the  labourers  of  New  Zealand ;  they  do 
not  know  the  independence  of  these  men  :  or 
they  would  never  speak  of  them  iii  this  way.  I 
wish  the  member  for  Patea  had  remained  in 
his  seat.  What  did  the  member  for  Patea 
say  in  1895  at  Waverley  with  regard  to  the 
eo-opecative  labourers,  and  also  with  regard 
to  the  reforms  that  since  then  have  proved  so 
beneficial  to  New  Zealand  ?  This  is  his  lan- 
goege,  as  reported  in  the  local  paper : — 

"The  latent  experiment  to  be  tried  is  an  ex- 
tension of  the  so-called  co-operative  works.  It 
is  to  settle  the  unemployed.  Who  are  they  ? 
People  who  lor  the  most  part  do  not  want  to 
be  employed.  And  they  know  their  power.  It 
is  a  politioal  power.  .  .  .  It  is  proposed  to 
send  men  into  the  bush,  where  they  are  to  dear 
leads  and  mw  timber.  Married  men  with 
families  axe  to  have  four  days'  work  a  week, 
And  unmarried  two  days.' " 

Then  he  raises  his  eyes  In  horror  and  ex- 


*'  So  the  same  pernicious  and  extravagant 
system  of  relief-works  which,  under  the  guise 
of  co-operative  labour,  has  afflicted  the  colony 
lor  the  last  four  years  is  to  be  continued  on 
en  extended  scale.  State  help,  instead  of  self- 
help." 
Then  he  beoomes  wonderfully  eloquent : — 
"  All  the  enervating,  corrupt,  and  pauper- 
ising influences  of  such  a  process.    Do  Minis- 


ters wish  to  know  the  remedy  for  the  an* 
employed?  It  is  to  restore  confidence — a 
remedy  now  probably  beyond  their  control, 
because  no  one  will  trust  them." 

That  was  in  1895,  and,  singularly  enough,  the 
Ministry  are  alive  still,  and  have  been  trusted 
by  the  people  over  and  over  again.  What  hM 
happened  during  the  time  members  of  th0 
Ministry  and  their  sapporters  have  been 
travelling  round  their  constituencies  and  over 
the  colony?  What  have  they  had  from  tha 
people  ?  Votes  of  thanks  and  confidence,  and 
votes  of  confidence  in  the  Ministry  of  the  day — 
not  by  overwhelming  majorities,  but  unanimous 
votes  ?  And  what  have  the  Opposition  got  ? 
What  did  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  get? 
Votes  of  thanks ;  and  they  were  very  luoky  to 
get  those.  It  was  simply  due  to  the  natural 
courtesy  of  the  people  that  they  got  these 
votes.  I  think  one  gentleman  -^  I  am  not 
sure  whether  it  was  the  member  for  Waira» 
rapa  —  forgot  to  get  any  vote  at  all.  Bui 
listen  to  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
when  he  deals  with  Socialism,  and  the  mea- 
sures the  Qovemment  were  bringing  forward. 
He  says, — 

*'Let  us  suppose  Socialism  is  to  be  some- 
how attained.  How  long  do  you  imagine  a 
level  calm  on  the  ocean  of  life  would  continue  ? 
For  a  year  ?  For  a  month  ?  For  a  week  ?  No ; 
not  for  one  hour  while  human  nature  thrills 
with  eager  life,  while  the  pulses  bound  with  the 
joy  of  action,  with  aspirations  even  anto  death 
to  attain  success." 

And  then  there  was  applause.  The  people 
had  to  let  off  steam  after  such  a  sentence. 

**  The  glamour  of  the  ideals  put  forward  by 
designing  Socialists,  disguising,  as  they  often 
do,  some  of  the  vilest  passions  of  their  kind, 
calls  for  special  vigilance  to  detect  and  resist 
the  beginnings  of  what  may  lead  to  disastroos 
results.  Bills,  bills,  bills  have  been  heaped 
upon  us" — luckily,  not  lawyers* — "with  so 
much  appearance  of  justification  as  to  give 
opportunity  for  absurd  and  vexatious  inter- 
ferences with  busineiis  and  the  ordinary  con- 
cerns of  life  ;  hardening  difficulties  that  a  little 
common-sense  and  mutual  forbearance  would 
soften  and  remove ;  fomenting  strife  and  ex- 
aggerating trouble  till  matters  that  might  have 
composed  themselves  are  picketed  round  with 
restrictions  and  preecriptions,  and  we  are  iu 
danger  of  having  everything  stamped  with 
rigid  patterns  by  legislative  machinery.  Of 
What  has  been  the  bulk  of  the  so-called  '  laboui 
legislation'?" 

Did  you  ever  hear  suoh  high-falutin*  t  And 
here  is  another  member  of  the  Opposition — no, 
the  same  member — I  am  making  a  mistake. 
Tou  can  go  and  contrast  these  sentences. 
This  is  what  he  said  in  referenoe  to  the  pre- 
sent Opposition : — 

"  We  are  not  safe  for  one  single,  hour  while 
these  gentlemen  have  control  of  the  finances  o| 
the  colony." 

This  is  what  he  said  on  the  9th  July  in 
respect  to  the  Opposition,  and  about  five  yean 
afterwards,  on  the  6th  April,  1895,  we  have  this 
change  ol  tone: —  .<"  ' 
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"  Her  Majesty's  Opposition,  wbsn  the  proper 
fcime  had  come,  woold  probably  be  fonnd  to  be 
▼igoroGs  and  progressive,  and  on  safe  and 
honourable  lines." 

Talk  about  a  "  Jim  Crow  '*  or  an  acrobat  t 
Bun  Tack,  with  all  his  Japanese  army,  is  a 
fool  to  such  a  gentleman  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea.  And  listen  to  the  hopefal 
sentiments  of  another  member!  You  will 
remember  how  the  members  of  the  Opposition 
have  altKays  been  prophesying,  from  the  time 
they  were  displaced  from  the  Treasury  benches, 
that  they  were  coming  into  power,  and  that  we 
were  going  to  be  annihilated;  and  they  are 
prophesying  now.  This  is  how  one  prophesied 
before  his  constituents  in  1895.     He  sayp, — 

"This  ia  the  fifth  year  of  the  Ministry  of 
new  Liberalism  and  straight  out  Socialism. 
Bee  the  deplorable  condition  into  which  our 
affairs  have  drifted;  and  we  ask  how  much 
worse  shall  we  be  if  they  misrule  us  another 
five  years." 

They  have  misruled  us  another  five  years,  and 
how  much  worse  are  we  off  1 

*'  Crippled  institutions  and  languishing  trade ; 
progress  of  oolonisiog  and  making  profitable 
our  waste  lands  nearly  stopped" — that  map 
did  not  show  it;  "losing  our  population  at  the 
rate  of  five  hundred  a  month" — singular  to 
say,  the  population  has  never  increased  so  well 
as  it  has  of  late ;  **  people  so  depressed,  so 
miserable," — not  in  this  House — "drifting  in 
shoals  to  overcrowd  our  lunatic  asylums ;  sheep 
selling  like  eggs,  at  28.  or  Ss.  a  dozen." 

Well,  they  have  advanced  in  price.  Now 
listen  to  the  honourable  member's  prophecy : — 

"  If  Captain  Russell  can  gather  his  friends 
and  the  discontents,  and  those  in  distress,  and 
all  those  unfortunately  in  debt  in  these  bad 
Hmefl,  it  will  not  be  long  before  he  has  a  good 
working  majority." 

What  a  precious  majority  he  would  qet — a 
bankrupt  one  1 

"Sometimes  our  friends  talk  despairingly. 
They  need  not:  our  prospects  are  improving 
day  Dv  day." 

And  then  he  breaks  out  into  poetry  after  the 
manner  of  our  lost  friend  the  late  member  for 
New  Plymouth : — 

Calm  winds,  great  thoaghts,  and  faith  anflinching, 

Have  never  striven  in  vain ; 
They've  won  oar  battles  many  a  time. 

And  BO  they  shall  again. 

And  he  was  defeated  at  the  next  election.  And 
ihii  is  the  way  that  he  foretold  the  event.  In 
the  same  part  of  his  speech  he  used  really 
eloquent  language : — 

"  In  such  a  spirit,  with  such  a  policy,  weU 
organized  under  a  capable  leader,  we  shall  go 
forth  at  the  general  election  cheerfully  to 
battle,  and  confident  of  victory." 

And  then  "  he  like  a  soldier  fell."  On  the 
morrow  he  was  "  numbered  with  the  slain." 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb. — Who  was  it? 

Mr.  HOGG. —  Dr.  Newman.  Well,  Sir, 
before  I  sit  down  I  would  just  like  to  address 
9k  few  remarks  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea.  I  wish  he  had  been  here.  About  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks   ago    he    went  into 

Mr,  Hogg 


another  district,  accompanied  by  the  honour- 
able meml>er  for  Wairarapa.  I  am  very  sony 
to  think  that  that  gentleman,  whom  I  have 
esteemed  for  years,  should  now  and  again  get 
into  bad  company.  But  he  went  to  Pahiatua, 
and  here  is  an  extract  from  the  ooneluding 
portion  of  a  speech  he  delivered  to  a  very  full 
and  crowded  assemblage  there.  He  said  to  the 
people  of  Pahiatua — a  district  I  have^epre- 
sented  for  years  ;  a  district  I  have  looked  upon 
as  my  own  stronghold ;  a  district  in  which  some 
of  the  best  Liberals  and  settlers  in  New  Zea- 
land are  to  be  found— he  said  to  these  intelli- 
gent men  and  women — and,  mind,  he  wss 
speaking  of  their  member, — 

"In  conclusion,  he  asked  them  to-conoen< 
trate  their  energies  on  the  return  of  one  good 
man.  .  .  .  Gk)vemment  supporters  have  no 
will  of  their  own." — See  how  oomplimentary 
he  is  to  Government  supporters. — "  They  wen 
mere  voting-machines,  and  had  to  obey  the 
mandate  of  the  man  who  had  been  fattening 
upon  the  colony  all  these  years." — That  is  Mi. 
Hutchison's  great  grievance — that  he  has  not 
had  a  finger  in  the  Treasury  pie. — "Would 
they  have  sn  intelligent  member  speaking  his 
mind  to  the  House,  instead  of  a  man  who 
might  as  well  stop  in  Woodville  and  give  bis 
vote  to  the  Government  Whip  ?  " 

Now,  I  Fay  this:  I  have  a  great  deal  more 
respect  for  honourable  members  on  the  Opposi- 
tion benches  than  to  believe  that,  out  of  the 
whole  Opposition,  or  out  of  the  whole  of  the 
members  composing  this  House,  there  is  one 
other  honourable  member  who  would  go  into 
another  district  outside  of  his  own  and  strike 
below  the  belt  in  the  way  he  has  done.  Did 
he  think  he  was  wounding  the  feelings  of  mj 
honourable  colleague  Mr.  O'Meara?  No,  he 
can  take  care  of  himself ;  but  he  was  wounding 
the  men  and  women  who  returned  that  gentle- 
man as  their  representative.  He  was  appa- 
rently assailing  their  representative,  but  he  wsa 
really  assailing  the  people  themselves,  and  he 
had  not  the  good  sense  to  see  it.  I  venture 
to  say  that  for  one  man  to  go  into  the 
district  represented  by  another  and  to  use 
language  of  this  description  is  almost  with- 
out a  parallel — certainly  without  a  parallel 
in  New  Zealand,  and  I  question  if  it  fasi 
a  parallel  almost  in  the  worid — because  poli- 
ticians believe  in  fighting  honourably,  aod 
not  in  this  dastardly  fashion,  and  I  am  sure 
that  honourable  members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  would  repudiate  such  a  mode  of  attack. 
Can  it  be  alleged  that  the  Bight  Hon.  the 
Premier  has  ever  don%  anything  of  the  kindf 
Whenever  any  member  on  this  side  of  the 
House  has  travelled  into  another  part  of  the 
colony,  it  has  been  done  genersJly  at  lbs 
instigation  and  request  of  the  people  in  thst 
district,  and  he  has  carefully  avoided  alluding 
in  terms,  other  than  terms  of  respect,  to  the 
member  representing  the  constituency.  And 
now,  Sir,  I  would  like,  before  I  conclude,  just 
to  say  this:  What  is  the  meaning  of  tfaii 
no-confidence  motion?  What  do  honourable 
members  on  the  opposite  side  wish?  They 
say  they  do  not  want  a  Boyal  Gomsussion^ 
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4hA(  they  wanfc  a  GommiUee.    Would  they  ba  | 
ttliafied   wibh  a  Gommittoe  if  they  got  it? 
I  say  they  would  not ;  and  I  maintain  that, 
if  the  Qovernment  had  .  suggested  that  this 
qoeslion  should  be  relegated  to  a  Oommittee, 
tbsy  would  have  demanded  a    Boyal    Com- 
miiBion.    And  then  to  insert  suoh  an  amend- 
ment fts  this  in  reply  to  the  Governor's  Speech 
—is  it  not  absolutely  unconstitutional  ?    Is  it 
not  undoubtedly  an  affront  to  His  Excellency 
to  toll  him  **  We  are  not  satisfied  with  the  tn- 
bunsl  you  are  setting  up;   we  wish  to  ha?e 
anofcher  tribunal  of  our  own."     I  believe  this 
thing  is  without  a  precedent.    But  they  wanted 
aomething  on  which  to  have  a  trial  of  strength, 
and  fchey  are  going  to  get  that  trial  of  strength. 
They  say,  "  We  are  willing  to  carry  oat  these 
messores  that  you  have  been  passing.    We  are 
perfectly  content  with  the  old-age  pensions. 
We  are  not  going  to  close  up  the  Advances  to 
fiektlers  Office.    We  will  carry  out  your  Liberal 
land-laws.     But  give  us  |he  reins  of  power ; 
that  is  all  we  want."    Now,  what  does  it  mean  ? 
•  1  will  give  you  an  illustration,  and  I  think  it  is 
a  forcible  one  that,  truly  depicts  the  position. 
Kew  Zealand  has  been  a  splendid  gold-mine  — 
not  merely  a  gold-mine  for  the  miners  but  for  the 
people  that  came  to  it.      It  has  been  a  mine  of 
wealth,  and  that  mine  has  been  worked,  off  and 
on,  for  fully  twenty  years  by  the  Oonservatives ; 
by  gentlemen  who  have  proved  themselves  not  to 
be  expert  miners,  bat  only  fossickers  and  muU 
lookers;  by  people  who  did  not  know  their  way 
about ;  did  not  know  where  the  gold  was  to  be 
foand ;  did  not  know  how  to  use  the  pick  and 
shovel,  as  they  want  to  persuade  us  ia  the  case 
with  some  of  the  co-operative  labourers.    Bat 
what  kind  ol  labourers  were  they  ?    They  were 
working  the  mine  for  their  own  advantage,  not 
for  the  advantage  of  the  shareholders,  and  they 
had  almost  abandoned  it.    How  often  did  they 
toll  us  that  we  had  reached  the  bottom-rock  ? 
They  were  always   striking  the  bottom-rock. 
How  often  did  they  tell  us  we  had  turned  the 
comer?    But,  singularly  enough,  they  ne?er 
managed    to    get  round  that  comer,    which, 
eeoording  to  Uiem,  was  continually  in  view. 
And  then,   when  the  colony  was  in    a   very 
low  and  depressed  state,  —  when  the  mine, 
apparently,  had  been  virtually  worked  out,—- it 
was  the  Hon.  John  Ballance  and  his  mates 
that  came  to  the  rescue,  and  they  struck  the 
auiferons  lode  pretty  quickly.    They  set  the 
sfcampers  and  the  batteries  to  work  in  order  to 
undo  the  mischief  that  had  been  done  during 
Ike  twenty  years  that  a  Tory  faction  had  held 
power— during  the  twenty  years  that  they  had 
held  office — during  the    twenty   years   that 
Qtnrers  and  land-jobbers  had  been  doing  their 
bast  to  ruin  the  country.    It  was  the  Hon. 
John  Ballance  and  his  mates    that   set  the 
itompers  to  work,  and  crushed  the  usurers  and 
land-sharks  and  drove  them  out  of  the  drives, 
and  gave  us  something   in   the   shape  of  a 
•tangible  return  as  our   reward.      And  when 
daylight  was  let  into    the   drives,  what  did 
we   find?     We    found   that   they   had    been 
working   for   Ae  benefit   ol    themselves  and 
^Mir  friends.     Even  the    banking   lode  had 


been  nearly  deitred  out  by  these  miners— 
by  these  fossickers.  And  now  imagine,  Sir, 
these  gentlemen  want  to  jump  the  Premier's 
claim  I  That  is  what  it  comes  to.  The  crush- 
ings  are  paying,  and  we  never  had  such  pro- 
sperity as  we  are  having  at  the  present  time. 
The  oo-operative  labourers  are  singing  at  their 
work.  They  are  doing  good  service.  Many  of 
the  men  that  have  been  commented  upon  In 
such  language  as  I  have  read  to-night  are  good 
settlers  in  the  country.  They  are  making  roads, 
not  merely  for  the  country,  but  for  themselves 
and  their  wives  and  families.  They  are  giving 
a  good  return  for  every  penny  that  they  earn. 
They  are  men  of  independent  mind,  and  not  to 
be  turned  from  the  path  of  doty,  and  when  it 
comes  to  the  general  eleotion  these  men  will 
not  bo  coerced  either  by  the  Opposition  or  by 
any  side  of  the  House,  but  will  give  their  votes 
independently,  well  knowing  that  the  ballot  is 
secret.  If  we  could  make  it  more  secret  than 
it  is  we  should  be  only  too  glad  to  be  told  the 
way,  and  we  would  do  it.  We  want  to  pre- 
serve the  independence  of  these  men,  and  it 
is  a  gross  insult  to  say  that  they  are  taken 
from  one  district  to  another  simply  becauss 
they  are  co-operative  labourers.  But,  Sir,  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  are  not  so  very  ignor- 
ant; they  are  not  so  very  easily  deceived  as 
some  members  on  the  other  side  of  this  House 
imagine.  They  know  whom  they  csm  trust. 
They  know  in  whose  hands  the  country  has 
prospered.  They  know  very  well  that  if  New 
Zealand,  admittedly  one  of  the  finest  countries 
in  the  world — the  gem  of  the  Southern  Hemi- 
sphere— if  she  is  now  only  beginning  to  show 
up  brilliantly,  who  has  applied  the  polishing 
touch?  Gertainly  not  the  men  who  wish  to 
take  the  reins  of  power  out  of  the  hands  that 
are  now  holding  them.  And  when^  we  come 
to  have  a  new  party  in  this  country,  and  come 
to  have  a  change  of  Government,  I  believe 
that  that  change  will  take  a  vcpry  different 
direction  from  that  which  the  Opposition 
desire.  We  are  not  going  back  to  the  old  Tory 
system— to  the  old  atrocities  of  the  past — when 
heavy  interest  was  charged,  when  mortgages 
were  all  over  the  country,  when  nearly 
every  one  that  held  property  was  embarrassed 
— to  the  days  when  there  was  nothing  but 
foreclosures,  and  when  the  bailiff  was  kept 
busily  employed  turning  people  out  of  their 
homes.  And,  Sir,  notwithstanding  the  tempt- 
ing bribe  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea — I  am  glad  to  see  him  in  his  seat  now 
— notwithstanding  the  tempting  bribe  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea,  who  says,  '*  Only 
accept  borrowed  money,  mortgage  your  little 
farms,  acquire  your  freeholds,  and  we  will  take 
your  money  and  spend  it  on  roads  and  bridges," 
the  people  are  not  disposed  to  listen  to  these 
overtures.  And  what  a  temptation  1  Yes ;  and 
the  next  thing  would  be  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  possibly  be  the  very  one  to 
have  the  foreclosures  carried  out  on  the  briefest 
notice,  and  the  wives  and  families  of  these 
people  would  be  turned  out  on  the  road.  Do 
we  wish  to  bring  about  such  scenes  of  devasta- 
tion and  misery  t  I  am  very  sorry  that  I  should 
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hwe  to  spe^  of  Any  bonouisbla  member  in  the 
way  I  ha^e  referred  io  him  to-night,  bat  I  tayl 
have  never  yet  in  my  experienoe  heard  of  any 
honourable  member  belonging  to  any  Assembly, 
either  in  New  Zealand  or  in  any  other  pert 
of  the  world,  who  would  travel  to  another  dis- 
triot  outside  his  own  and  insult  and  wound 
the  feelings  of  the  electors  in  that  distriot 
by  assailmg  their  member,  and  declaring 
that  he  was  simply  a  voting-maohine.  Sir, 
I  can  assure  the  honourable  gentleman  that,  if 
the  member  for  Pahiatua  does  not  waste  so 
much  of  the  time  of  this  House  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  himself,  at  all  events  he  is 
respected  in  this  House,  that  he  is  held  in 
flood  esteem  by  those  who  know  him,  that  he 
u  respeoted  by  his  constituents,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  a  charge  can  be  laid  against  him  of 
a  serious  character — either  with  regard  to  pub- 
lishing documents  of  a  spurious  nature,  or 
maligning  bis  fellow»man.  I  believe,  in  his 
own  district,  he  treats  the  widow  and  the 
orphan  with  human  kindness,  and  that  he 
never  drives  them  out  of  their  homes.  He 
refrains  from  any  proceeding  of  that  kind,  and 
lor  that  very  reason  he  is  held  in  good  estima- 
tion. But  I  must  say  this :  that  1  deprecate— 
and  I  cannot  do  so  in  strong  enough  language, 
because  you  would  not  allow  me,  Sir— but  1 
deprecate  the  conduct  of  any  member  that 
will  travel  into  another  district  outside  his 
own  district  to  spei^  insultingly  cmd  depre- 
ciatingly of  the  man  who  has  been  selected  by 
the  people  as  their  choice  as  a  representative. 

Mr.  FBASEB  (Wakatipu).— Sir,  and  these 
be  the  persons  that  taunt  us  with  wasting 
time !  The  honourable  member,  in  the  speech 
we  have  just   listened    to,  taunted   us    with 

10  0  wasting  time.  Sir,  he  told  us  how 
Uttle  he  thought  of  the  speeches  of 
members  of  the  Opposition,  yet  more  Uian  half 
his  speech  was  made  up  of  quotations  from  the 
speeches  of  members  of  the  Opposition.  Surely 
that  was  a  waste  of  time.  Then,  he  told  us 
about  the  last  dying  speech  of  a  gentleman 
who  is  no  longer  a  member  of  this  House.  In 
toat  connection  I  should  Itke  to  know  which 
side  of  this  House  has  lo»t  most  members 
during  the  last  six  years.  When  I  came  into 
this  House  in  1894,  I  found  myself  with  only 
nineteen  on  this  side  of  the  House.  How 
many  are  there  now  hare?  Twenty-nine. 
Have  they  increased  their  numbers  on  the 
other  side?  Oh  dear,  not  They  have  de- 
eraased  in  numbers,  while  we  have  gathered 
atrength ;  and  what  better  evidence  could  you 
have  than  that  as  to  the  change  in  public 

2Mnion  which  has  taken  place?  The  last 
eotion  showed  it;  and  1  am  not  going  to 
prophesy,  but  we  shall  see  what  the  next 
aleotion  will  do.  I  wish  to  refer  briefly  to 
aome  of  the  remarks  made  by  the  last  speaker. 
He  quoted  again  and  again,  as  speakers  on  that 
side  of  the  House  are  fond  of  doing,  the  state- 
ment that  the  Opposition  desired  to  reinstate 
the  freehold  system.  Neither  I  nor  any  other 
member  of  the  Opposition  advocated  on  the 
public  platform  what  the  last  speaker  said  to- 
night they  did.    What  they  advocated  was  that 

Mr.  Hogg 


the  present  system  of  leaaebold  shoold  be 
tinupd ;  that  men  ahould  be  given  the  fullest 
facilities  to  acquire  land  upon  tbe  ecMieat  teims 
imaginable ;  but  that,  after  they  had  gone  upon 
the  land  and  hUfllled  the  oonditiona  of  reaideDea, 
and  when  they  had  acquired,  thtoogh  thrift 
and  hard  work,  and  perliapa  good  aeaaona,  a 
small  sum  of  money,  they  might  invieattliat 
money  in  their  land,  and  ao  aoqnire  the  free- 
hold gradually.      That  ia  what  I   and  other 
memMrs  on  this  side  of  the  House  deaiia  la 
aee,  not  Uie    apurious  thing  the  honouraUa 
gentleman   wishes  to   fasten    upon    us.    The 
Premier,  when  he  was  speaking  in  the  South, 
said  we    advocated  a  system   by  which  no 
man  who  vrished  to  acquire  land  oould  d» 
so  unless  he  came  with  a  bag  of  aovereigm 
to   pnrchaae   it.     Not   one   of  as  advocalsd 
that.    What  we  advocatf-d  was  that  the  fullest 
opportunity  should  be  given  to  men  to  get  on 
the  land  by  any  system  they  liked,  leaaehold  or 
any  other ;  and  that  after  a  time  they  ahould 
have  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  the  freehnU 
of  that  lana.    I  aay  that,  in  apite  of  all  the- 
theoriea  that  are  talked  of,  there  exista  in  the 
bosom  of  every  man  who  goes  upon  land  the 
desire  to  acquire   the  freehold  of    that  land 
aooner  or  later.    There  is  no  doubt  of  it.    We 
see  in  many  cases  that  men  have  got  their 
holdings  transferred  from  leaseholds  into  free- 
holde  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  and  that  is 
the  best  evidence  of  the  existence  of  that  desin 
on  the  part  of  settlers.    Let  me  here  refer  to 
another  matter,  notwithstanding  that  I  am  a 
member  of  the  Oppoaition.    The  Premier  was 
charged— I  was  sorry  to  hear  it — with  having, 
on  the  Assets  Board    and   aa   a   member  of 
that  Board,  advocated   the  reduction  of  the 
wages  of   the  men.    I  think  it  is  only  right 
that   I   should  state   that   there  ia  not   the 
slightest  foundation  in  faot  for  suoh  a  stats- 
ment.     The   Premier   never  did  anything  of 
the  kind  to  my  knowledge,  and  I  am  con- 
fident it  could  not  have  been  done  without 
my  knowledge.    Nor  did  any  other  member  ef 
the  Board  do  it.    The  reduction  was  made  in 
April,  1895,  twelve  months  before  the  Assets 
Board  came  into  existence  at  all.    It  ia  true 
that,  since  the  Board  has  had  the  oontcol  of  the 
properties,  in  some  few  places  eeonomiea  have 
been  effected  which  might  appear  to  he  are- 
duction  of  wages.     I  will  explain  tbia,  and 
those  who  have  any  knowledge  of  farming  will 
recognise  that  it  was  a  proper  thing  to  do.    In 
the  case  of  some  highly  efi&cient  men,  who 
were  worth  high    wages,    we    found   that  wi 
could  do  their  work  as  efficiently  by  the  on- 
ployment  of  active  young  men  who  oould  ride 
about,  mend  fences,  and  so  on,  and  to  whom  it 
was  not  necessary  to  pay  such  high   wagta. 
The  members  of  the   Board   were  only  exer- 
cising proper  economy  and  judioious  manage- 
ment when  we  effected  that  saving.    Honour- 
able members  must  recollect  thai  the  Boari 
have  large  estates  to  manage.     Why  was  tftds 
Board    established?      Because    these  eatataa 
were  not  paying.   Is  it  not  our  bounden  dnty  te 
manage  these  estates  with  the  utmost  economy 
combined  with  efficiency?    And  that  ia  what 
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w  0nd«avoiir  io  do.  I  ihink  ihoM  hoaourabU 
■tmben  who  erilieiie  (he  aoiionB  of  the  Bowd, 
baton  Ihoy  niftko  Uieto  BttUomMito  ahould  oome 
tad  aak  ma  if  Uiara  ia  any  iroth  in  ibeaa 
atatomanla.  They  oould  alao  go  to  the  offioe 
ud  get  the  information.  Bot,  no ;  that  is 
aater  done.  The  membec  for  Waitaki  alao 
nade  a  atatemeDt.  If  he  had  oome  to  me 
belDie  making  it,  I  oould  have  ^bown  bim 
eoBoloaively  that  the  information  aopplied  to 
hiflu  by  hie  informant  was  not  oorrtot.  Before 
1  leave  this  aabjeet,  bowever,  I  want  to  deal 
witb  another  gentleman — I  refer  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Aabley — who  baa  on  more 
thao  one  oooaaion  oritioiied  tbia  Board  ad- 
vaaely.  I  aee  again  tbat  he  baa  put  a  qneation 
on  tbe  Older  Paper  for  tbe  purpoee,  I  have  no 
doubt,  of  aohieving  aome  politioal  notoriety. 
I  wiab  to  ahow  to  the  Hooae  hia  oonnection  widi 
the  Aaaeta  Board  in  a  light  different  from  tbat 
wbieb  be  would  wiah  the  oountry  perbape  to 
tUnk  of  it.  Laet  year,  wbat  did  he  do  ?  Tbe 
flrst  day  ihe  Houae  met  be  put  tbia  queation : — 

"Mr.  MxBBDiTH  aaked  tbe  Miniater  of 
Landa,  If  tbe  Qovemment  propoae,  in  tbe  public 
isterrat,  taking  immediate  aoiion  to  urge  the 
Aaaeta  Realiaation  Board  to  place  the  eatatea 
now  adminissered  by  the  Board  on  tbe  market 
lor  Bide  as  apeedily  aa  poaaible?  He  wiabed  to 
aak  tbe  Miniater  tbia  queation-in  tbe  intereata 
ol  land  -  aeitlemeni,  and  on  aeoount  of  tbe 
liability  of  ihe  ooljny  to  tbe  Bank  of  New 
Zealand.  .  .  He  thought  it  waa  very  deair- 
able  tbat  the  landa  now  beld  by  tbe  AaaeM 
Realiaation  Board,  both  agricultural  and  paa- 
toral,  ahould  be  placed  on  tbe  market.  .  . 
If  tbe  honourable  member  were  in  tbat  dia- 
triet  he  would  notice  tbe  great  demand  there 
waa  for  land,  and  he  tboogbt  the  Aaaeta  Board 
abould  be  called  upon  to  operate  on  their  eatatea 
at  once.  In  bia  own  diatnct  tbe  Aaaeta  Board 
beid  Qlentui,  an  eatate  of  about  eigbt  tbouaand 
aerea  of  freehold.  Tbia  had  been  applied  for  by 
Mraona  living  in  (be  Oxford  and  neigbbourinff 
oiatiiotB,  and  who  were  willing  to  give  a  good 
price  icat  every  acre  of  tbe  land.  Tbe  Aaaeta 
Board  lor  aome  reason  declined  to  aell.  He  bad 
certainly  noticed  an  announcement  in  the 
papers  aiating  tbat  in  November  next  tbia  land 
would  be  placed  in  the  market  for  diapoaal,  but 
there  might  be  a  reaction  in  tbe  value  of  land 
before  tbat  time,  and  be  thought  tbe  Qovi>m- 
sent  ahould  uri^e  upon  tbe  Board  tbe  adviaa- 
bility  ol  operaiing  at  once,  and  he  would 
guarantee  that  every  acre  would  be  applied 
n>r  twioeover." 

That  waa  the  apeedi  he  made.  Doea  the 
Houae  know.  Sir,  tbat  that  honourable  gentle- 
man bad  juat  previoualy  been  in  treaty  with  tbe 
Board  to  porchaae  aome  of  tbia  eight  thouaand 
aerea  for  himnelf  or  bia  frienda  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Freehold  ? 

Mi.  FRASER.— Yea,  the  freehold ;  and  I  will 
give  the  Houae  the  hiatory  of  tbia  affair.  I 
know  all  about  the  facta.  On  the  6th  April, 
1888,  Mr.  Meredith  wrote  aaking  if  we  would 
aell,  and  at  what  price,  five  hundred  to  fifteen 
hundred  aorea  of  Qlentui,  and  be  received  a 
ca^y  to  the  following  effect  on  the  S6th  April : 


"  We  are  deairoua  of  aeUing,  but  preferred,  aa 
we  had  only  temporary  holding  of  Grown 
landa,  to  defer  aafe  till  expiry  of  lease"; 
aaking  alao  if  be  would  point  out  what  be 
wanted.  Now,  let  me  explain  what  that  meant. 
Glentui  Eatate  consiata  cbieffy  of  leaaeholda^ 
with  about  aeven  thouaand  or  eigbt  thouaand 
acres  of  freehold,  the  greater  portion  of  which 
waa  at  tbe  baae  of  the  mountaina,  and  a  couple 
of  thouaand  aerea  in  tbe  valley  beyond 
the  mountaina.  To  part  with  the  freehold 
waa  to  render  tbe  leaaebold  valueleaa.  The 
leaaebold  expired  in  February,  1889,  and  tbo 
Board  therefore  declined  to  part  with  the  free- 
hold until  Buch  time  aa  tbe  leasehold  bad  ex- 
pired or  waa  about  expiring;  otherwiae  they 
would  have  bad -to  go  on  paying  rent  forth* 
leaeebold  without  getting  an?  uae  of  it.  On 
tbe  28th  May,  1888,  Mr.  Meredith  made  a 
definite  offer  for  1,000  acres  at  Government 
valuation  (£2  4s.  per  acre),  plus  6  per  cent., 
or  £2  fie.  fid.  ptr  acre.  On  tbe  8rd  June  wa 
wrote  declining,  and  referring  to  bia  (Mr» 
Mereditb'M)  frequently  expreased  wiah  that  the 
public  ahould  nave  a  chance,  and  intimating 
tbat  the  Board  would  aobmit  about  1,700  aorea 
to  auction.  Now,  tbia  block  for  which  Mr. 
Meredith  made  this  magnificent  offer  of 
£2  fie.  fid.  per  acre,  and  in  connection  with 
which  in  the  next  month  be  urged  the 
Government  and  the  Premier  to  uae  their 
influence  with  the  Board  to  compel  them  to 
aell  at  once  leat  there  might  be  a  reaction^ 
waa  a  portion  of  tbia  1,700  aorea.  Did  he  mean 
by  **  reaction  "  that  tbe  land  would  rise  in  price? 
I  auppoae  tbat  ia  wbat  be  meant.  Do  honour- 
able membera  know  wbat  tbat  land  realised  in 
November,  when  it  waa  aold  at  auction?  It 
realiaed  £fi  per  acre  all  over.  For  the  blook 
that  be  picked  out  and  offered  tbe  Board 
£2  fie.  fid.  per  acre  we  got  a  fraction  over  £6 
an  acre.  One  of  tbe  aectiona  went  as  high  aa 
£8  2fl.  fid.  per  acre.  Tbia  ia  tbe  bigb-aouled 
patriot  who  comes  down  to  tbe  Houae  and 
expoaea  the  aina  and  iniquitiea  of  the  Aaaeta 
Bealisation  Board,  and  aaya  he  urgea  this  in 
tbe  intereata  of  aettlement.  Did  bis  consti- 
tuenta  know  be  waa  trying  to  buy  tbe  pick  of 
it  for  himaelf  ?  I  think  when  tbe  honourable 
gentleman  takes  upon  himaelf  to  criticise  tbe 
Board  again  tbe  Houae  will  know  exactly  wbat 
value  to  place  on  hia  criticism. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb. — Waa  all  tbe  land  taken 
up  at  the  aale  ? 

Mr.  FBASLER.— Every  acre  waa  aold. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— Every  acre  of  it  ? 

Mr.  FRA8EB.  —  Tea,  every  acre  offered— 
namely,  l,fi98.  The  reaaon  we  could  not  offer 
any  more  waa  becauae,  in  the  firat  place,  we 
could  not  part  with  tbe  other  portion  until  we 
got  rid  of  the  leaaebold,  and  the  leaaebold  ex« 

Sired  laet  February.  The  balance  of  tbe  free- 
old,  as  everybody  knows  down  there,  ia  to  be 
put  up  in  tbe  spring.  Sir,  I  think,  therefore, 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  have  better 
left  the  Aaaeta  Board  alone.  Perhaps  tbia  may 
be  a  leason  to  other  honourable  gentlemen 
when  they  commence  to  attack  the  Board.  I 
have  been  a  vary  long-auffering  man,  but  there 
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is  a  limit  to  my  patienoe,  and  I  thought  it  was 
about  time  to  give  the  member  for  Ashley  a 
Boland  for  his  Oliver.  What  I  have  stated  is 
an  absolute  faob — the  oorrespondeaee  proves  it. 
Now,  I  want  to  say  a  word  or  two  about  the 
subject  more  particularly  before  us :  I  refer  to 
the  addition  moved  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion to  the  Address  in  Beply.  We  are  told 
there  is  no  neoessity  for  it ;  that  it  is  a  waste 
ot  time  to  bring  it  up  ;  that  if  the  Qovernment 
had  suggested  a  Committee,  then  we  would  have 
wanted  a  Commission,  and  vice  verad.  Now, 
that  is  all  nonsense.  It  is  attempting  to  throw 
■dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  House  and  country. 
Any  one  who  reads  that  amendment  will  see 
that  what  we  are  endeavouring  to  emphasize  is 
that,  where  the  conduct  of  Ministers  in  relation 
to  their  departments  is  concerned,  it  is  unconsti- 
tutiooal  to  refer  any  inquiry  into  such  conduct 
to  a  Royal  CommisHion.  The  Premier  knows  it 
perfectly  well;  no  one  knows  it  better.  He 
stated  his  position  with  regard  to  the  Police 
Commission  excellently  and  clearly  last  year. 
Now,  Sir,  since  the  debate  began  we  have  had 
some  light  thrown  on  the  subject  which  will 
astonish  the  country  a  good  deal,  and  that  is 
that  member  after  member  on  that  side  of  the 
House  has  got  up— not  the  whole  of  them, 
because  all  have  not  the  same  tale  to  tell — and 
said,  "  Ministers  are  not  on  their  trial  at  all." 
Well,  that  is  news  to  the  country.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  country  has  come  to  any 
decision  as  to  the*  connection  of  Ministers  with 
this  malodorous  affair,  as  it  has  been  de- 
scribed, and  well  described.  But,  Sir,  I  do 
say  this,  that  Ministers  ought  to  have  faced 
this  ugly  question :  they  ought  to  have  come 
down  to  the  House  and  stated  that  they  desired 
an  examination  into  this  matter  in  order  to  dear 
themselves.  It  would  have  been  very  much 
better  to  have  done  so  than  to  have  left  the  Op- 
position to  force  their  hand  by  bringing  down 
this  motion.  Now,  let  me  say  distinctly  and  at 
once  the  view  I  take  of  this  matter.  Notwith- 
standing all  that  has  passed,  notwithstanding 
the  evasion  and  the  attempted  deception  of  the 
Premier  in  Dunedin  and  Tuapeka  with  regard 
to  having  no  connection  with  Captain  Jones's 
oertificate — unhappily,  we  are  getting  accus- 
tomed to  that  sort  of  thing ;  the  Premier  seems 
to  think  there  is  no  harm  in  it — I  say,  notwith- 
standing that,  I  do  not  believe  for  one  moment 
that  the  Premier,  when  he  sent  that  telegram 
from  Auckland,  ever  dreamt  or  imagined  that 
the  shocking  results  that  have  occurred  would 
ensue.  But,  Sir,  can  the  Premier  honestly  say 
now,  in  the  light  of  what  has  happened,  that  If 
be  had  never  sent  that  telegram  from  Auck- 
land, what  is  now  known  as  the  **  Marine 
scandal  "  would  have  taken  place  ? 

Mr.  SBDDON.— Yes,  I  believe  it  would.  The 
telegram  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  FBASEB.— Well,  Sir,  I  wish  to  make 
the  point  dear.  I  do  not  hold  the  Minister 
directly  responsible  for  what  has  occurred. 
He  could  not  possibly  have  knowledge  of  it. 
I  will  go  further,  and  say  I  do  not  think  the 
Premier  actually  wished  or  desired  this  shame- 
ful result  to  occur.    I  will  do  him  that  justioe ; 
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but  I  ask  again  the  question.  Would  what  has 
happened  have  ooourred  if  he  had  not  sent  the 
tdegram  ?  Why,  Sir,  if  he  had  not  sent  the 
telegram  the  conference  between  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  and  Captain  Allnum  and 
Captain  Jones  would  not  have  taken  place; 
if  that  conference  had  not  taken  plaoe,  that 
memorandum  would  never  have  been  written ; 
if  the  memorandum  had  not  been  written,  it 
would  never  have  been  handed  to  Captain 
Allman,  and  in  turn  to  Mr.  AUport  and  to  Mr. 
Glasgow,  who  took  it  as  authority  to  permit  ui 
examination.  Members  see  how  the  sequeoofl 
goes  on.  The  question  is,  whether  the  ex- 
amination of  competency  would  ever  bate 
taken  plaoe  but  for  that  telegram. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Suppose  Captain  Jones  bad 
never  been  bom  7 

Mr.  FBA8BB.~You  cannot  get  out  of  it  that 
way.  Let  members  follow  the  logical  aequenea 
of  events  from  the  telegram  that  caused  the 
meeting  I  referred  to  up  to  the  bogus  examina» 
tion,  and  then  judge  for  themselves.  I  beliefs 
that  the  Premier  when  he  drew  up  that  tele- 
gram had  another  object  in  view.  I  believe  his 
object  was  not  to  produce  the  result  which  has 
accrued,  but  that  he  might  be  able  afterwsrds 
to  say  to  any  importunate  persons  who  came 
to  see  him  about  Jones,  "  Well,  I  did  my  very 
best  for  him,  and  here  is  the  proof  of  it."  Bal 
look  at  the  result  which  accrues  from  those  hi 
high  places  sending  tdegrams  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  should  not  complain - 
you  have  got  another  vote. 

Mr.  FBASER.— What  vote  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  vote  of  the  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  J.  Hutcheson). 

Mr.  FBASEB.— If  the  honourable  gentleman 
thinks  we  desire  Marine  scandals  to  get  votes 
he  is  vastly  mistaken.  But  I  say  this :  I  am 
exceedingly  pained  that  the  Premier  has  not 
risen  to  the  occasion.  Does  he  forget  that  not 
so  long  ago,  in  England,  a  Cabinet  Ministar 
resigned  rather  than  let  officers  under  him  bo 
injured  and  attacked  ?  What  are  the  Qovera- 
ment  doing  now  ?  They  say,  **  We  have  nothinf 
to  do  with  this  thing  ;  it  is  the  officials  who 
have  been  corrupt."  Is  that  to  be  the  issue? 
I  hope  not.  I  hope  the  Premier  will  see  it  in  a 
different  light,  and  will  take  a  certain  amount 
of  responsibility  in  so  far  that,  nnwittinglyi 
his  sending  that  telegnun  was  a  grave  temptSp 
tion  to  those  under  him  to  err  as  thev  have 
done.  What  I  am  saying  now,  I  am  confident, 
is  the  opinion  of  nine- tenths  of  the  right-thinking 
people  in  this  country,  and  they  will  express  it 
in  that  way.  I  repeat  again,  I  am  not  ohatging 
the  Minister  with  having  directly  effected  this 
wrong,  nor  do  I  so  charge  the  Minister  for  PnbUe 
Works;  hut  I  say  by  their  acts  these  resdti 
have  accrued,  and  they  cannot  divest  them- 
selves of  the  responsibility.  Let  me  tell  tbe 
Government  this,  moreover :  that  if  the  result 
of  this  Commission  is  that  ponishment  is 
to  fall  solely  on  the  unfortunate  offieiaU 
who  have  acted  so  indiscreetly, — I  am  not 
referring  to  the  person  who  oondooted  the 
examination,~through  what  I  cannot  help 
terming  the  fault  of  their  superiors,  then  the 
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iwdiot  of  the  ooantry  wlil  be  more  severe  even 
thftn  Miniflten  can  now  gauge.  There  is  no 
doobt  in  my  mind  how  I  shall  record  my  vote. 
I  ihall  vote  for  the  amendment.  I  shall  do  so 
eeanse  I  contend  there  should  be  an  inquiry 
hj  kbis  House  into  this  matter,  to  know  how 
far  (he  telegram  of  the  Premier  and  the  state- 
ment of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  in- 
fluenced those  below  them.  Is  the  whole 
pQDishment  to  fall  npon  those  unfortunate 
people  who  were  bound  to  carry  out  the  behests 
of  those  above  them  ? 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley).— Sir,  I  desire  to 
mtke  a  personal  explanation.    The  honourable 
member  who  has  just  sat  down  referred  to  me 
in  connection  with  the  matter  of  an  offer  I  made 
to  the  Assets  Board  to  purchase  a  portion  of  the 
Qlentai  Estate  in  May  of  last  year.    When  I 
msde  the  offer  to  the  Assets  Realisation  Board 
to  porohase  a  portion  of  Qlentui,  I  had  no  idea 
what  the  land-tax  valuation  was.    I  offered  to 
give  the  land-tax  valuation,  flus  5  per  cent.    I 
WIS  the  purchaser,  they  were  the  vendors.    I 
made  an  offer  and  the  Assets  Board  declined 
to  accept  it,  and  there  the  matter  ended.    Was 
there  anything  wrong  or  corrupt  in  connection 
with  my  action  ?    Permit  me  to  point  out  that 
the  Glentui  Estate  is  in  my  electorate.    The 
coiony  has  committed  itself  to  very  large  lia- 
bilities to  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand — to  the 
extent  of  two  millions  of  money — and  to  the 
Assets  Realisation  Board  power  to  issue  deben- 
tores  to  the  extent  of  £1,800,000.    In  the  public 
interest  I  have  a  right  to  review  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  estates  held  by  the  Board,  and' 
shall  continue  to  do  so  notwithstanding  the 
threats  of  the  honourable  member  for  Waka- 
tipa,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Assets  Board, 
jj  Q         Mr.  WILSON  (Wellington  Suburbs). 
*    — Mr.  Speaker,   nefore  proceeding  to 
deal  with  the  subject-matter  of  the  Address  in 
Reply,  I  wish  to  congratulate  the  honourable 
gentleman   who  spoke  just  before  the  supper 
adjoQtnment  upon  the  fact  that,  although  a 
Sonthem  member,  he  managed  to  keep  out  of 
his  speech  that  more  or  less  important  and,  to 
them,  certainly  very  tempting  subject,  the  rab- 
bits.   I  do  not  intend  to  follow  him  through 
the  details  of  his  speech,  but  there  are  two 
^nestions  to  which  he  referred  upon  which  I 
would    make    a  remark.    I   was  particularly 
glad   that   from   the  Opposition   side   of  the 
House  has  emanated  an  emphatic  denial  and 
complete   refutation   of   a   certain   statement 
which   has   been  made  by  some   Opposition 
makers  during  the  recess,  to  the  effect  that 
the  Assets  Board,  of  which  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Premier  is  a  member,   had  deliberately 
ndooed  the  wages  of  the  men  working  on  their 
•states.    The  statement  in  itself  was  deemed 
by  the  Ministerial  party  almost  too  ridiculous 
to  need  refutation,  but  when  such  refutation 
comes  from  one  of  the  leading  members  of 
the   Opposition    party,  I  think  we   shall    in 
the  future  hear  no  more  of  this  ridiculous  and 
stupid  charge.    As  to  the  honourable  member's 
remarks  with  regard  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ashley,  I  regret.  Sir,  that  they  were 
made.    I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge 


whether  the  facts  as  stated  by  the  one  member 
or  the  other  are  corrector  incorrect;  but  it  was 
a  mistake,  I  think,  for  the  honourable  member 
for  Wakatipu  to  have  alluded  to  statements 
made  in  a  private  letter  from  one  gentleman  to 
that  Board.  It  struck  me  at  the  time  that  in 
his  better  judgment  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  regret  having  committed  what  I  thought 
was  rather  a  breach  of  parliamentary  good 
taste.  Proceeding  to  deal  with  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  Address  in  Reply,  I  confess  I  do 
not  altogether  share  the  approbation  which  has 
been  so  largely  showered  on  the  Qovemment 
with  regard  to  their  action  in  the  Samoan  diffi- 
culty. So  far  as  I  can  see.  New  Zealand  has 
very  little  interest  in  the  government  of  Samoa. 
It  is  largely  an  Imperial  question,  and  if  we 
are  going  about  the  Pacific  on  what  I  may 
call  Quixotic  journeys  to  rescue  dusky  poten- 
tates more  or  less  in  distress,  without  know- 
ing the  rights  or  wrongs  of  their  cause, 
it  will  be  a  very  large  order  indeed.  Reference 
was  also  made  in  the  Address  ii^  Reply  to  the 
Oook  Islands.  I  am  one  of  those  who,  ever 
since  the  original  Resident,  Mr.  Moss,  waa 
appointed,  have  objected  very  strongly,  in  my 
capacity  as  a  journalist,  to  New  Zealand  having 
anything  to  do  with  the  government  of  the 
Oook  Islands.  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me 
see  why  the  people  of  New  Zealand  should  be 
taxed  to  bear  the  expense  of  maintaining  a 
Government  from  which  we  gain  no  possible 
benefit.  We  are  told  now  in  the  Address  that 
the  accounts  of  the  officials  there  are  in  such  a 
state  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  down  a 
special  auditor  to  look  into  them.  That  will  be 
done  at  our  expense,  and  I  do  not  see  that  it 
is  necessary.  Sir,  having  said  so  much,  the 
general  matter  of  the  Address  coils,  I  think,  for 
warm  commendation.  Tbe  proposal  to  extend 
the  principle  of  the  advances  to  settlers  to 
urban  and  suburban  properties  is  a  pro- 
posal which  will,  I  feel  convinced,  meet 
with  warm  approbation  in  this  city.  With 
regard  to  suburban  properties  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Wellington,  there  are  areas  of  land 
which,  if  they  could  be  cut  up  and  money  could 
be  lent,  would  be  very  useful  for  workmen's 
homes ;  and  with  the  extension  of  the  railway 
to  Island  Bay,  to  which  I  shall  presently  refer, 
and  with  the  granting  of  cheap  fares,  we  should 
be  able  in  Wellington  to  remove  from  the  city  a 
large  body  of  working-men,  who  are  paying 
very  high  rents — ^higher,  I  would  venture  to  say, 
than  are  paid  in  any  other  part  of  the  colony — 
to  localities  where  they  would  get  fresh  air, 
have  more  comfort,  be  able  to  msJce  little  gar- 
dens and  pleasant  homes,  and  be  more  comfort- 
able and  healthy  in  every  way.  With  regard  to 
a  reduction  in  the  rate  of  interest  on  the  Go- 
vernment advances  to  settlers,  the  objection 
that  has  been  taken  to  this  proposal  is  that  it 
is  calculated  to  be  a  somewhat  dangerous  de- 
parture ;  and  iJthough  I  would  not  for  a  moment 
like  to  dash  cold  water  on  the  projects  of  the 
Government  as  to  this  matter,  I  would  urge 
upon  the  Premier  to  be  very  careful  indeed  how 
he  deals  with  the  question  of  the  rate  of  in- 
terest.   Interest  goes  up  and  down,  but,  if  you 
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ODoe  redaea  the  rate  of  interest  to  people  who 
borrow  from  the  Crown,  i(  will  be  very  diffioult 
to  raise  it.    There  is  no  doubt  that  those  owing 
money  to  the  Grown  would  do  as  those  who  owe 
money  upon  deferred-payment  lands  do— they 
would  bring  political  pressure  to  bear  to  have 
the  rate  of  interest  kept  at  the  original  rate, 
although  the    ordinary  rate    current   in   the 
money-market  might  he  higher.    With  regaid, 
however,  to  the  general  question  of  the  rate  of 
interest  charged  by  the  Government  under  the 
Advances  to  Settlers,  the  evidence  adduced  by 
my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Mataura 
as  to  the  rates  prevailing  in  Australia  was,  I 
tiiink,  perfectly  conclusive.     In  respect  to  bis 
other   remarks,    I    may    say   that,    when   in 
Bydney    for   a   fortnight   during    the   recess, 
I  made  it  my  special  business  to  inquire  into 
one  or  two  facts  connected  with  what  they 
thought  over  there  of  our  New  Zealand  legisla- 
tion.   I  conversed  with  some  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  New  South  Wales  Legislature, 
and  they  one  and  all,  and  especially  those  who 
came  from    the   country   districts,  expressed 
their  veiy  warm  approval  of  our  advances-to- 
settlers  scheme,  and  regretted  that  the  tenta- 
tive measure  introduce  by  Mr.  Beid  in  New 
Sooth  Wales  was  not  of  so  extensive  a  cha- 
racter as  the  one  we  have  here  in  New  Zea- 
land.   There  is  no  doubt  that   the   scheme, 
even  although  on  a  small  scale,  that  is  being 
introduced  in  New  South  Wales  will  have  a 
fair  trial ;  and  if,  as  I  believe  will  be  the  case, 
the  result  should  be  successful,  the  said  scheme 
will  be  carried  out  on  a  much  more  extensive 
scale — a  scale  very  much  approximating  to  our 
system  in  New  Zealand.    Now,  Sir,  there  is  a 
reference  in  the  Speech  to  the  Industrial  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration  Act,  and  it  is  stated 
that  **  remedial  legislation  *'  will  be  introduced. 
I  would  Fay,  with  regard  to  that  Act,  that  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction    respecting 
it,  not  only  amongst  the  working-meo,  the 
nnionists,  but  amongst  the  employers,  at  the 
very  grave  and  serious  delays  that  take  place 
in  the  administration  of  the  Act.    At  one  time 
here  in  Wellington  the  oarryiog-out  of  the  Act 
became  a  perfect  farce.    There  was  no  special 
office  provided  for  carrying  on  the  business  of 
the  Court.    One  day  (be  business  of  the  Con- 
ciliation Court  was  carried  on  at  one  end  of 
the  Quay,  and  another  day  at  the  other ;  and 
when  the  members  of  the  Board  went  to  one 
place  in  the  morning  they  did  not  know  where 
they  would  have  to  sit  in  the  afternoon.    I 
think   tliat  at  the  four  ptincipal  centres  of 
population,  at  least,  where  necessarily  there  is 
a  large  amount  of  business  coming  before  the 
Conciliation  Courts,  the  Government  should 
make  some  adequate  and  permanent  accom- 
modation for  the  business  of  the  Court.     But 
that  is  not  of  so  much  importance  as  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  special  Judge  for  the  Arbitra- 
tion Court.    That  is  a  matter  which  I  think 
the  Government  should  at  once  take  in  hand, 
and  1  hope  that  the  "remedial  legislation" 
referred   to   in    the   Speech   implies    the   ap- 
pointment of   a  special  Judge  to  deal  with 
arbitration  cases.     As  things  are  now  being 
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carried  on  serious  delay  is  freqaentiy  betng 
occasioned    in  the   business  of    the   Goort— 
and   not   only   of   that    Court,    hot   of    ths 
Supreme  Court  as  well— and  the  intareets  of 
litigants,  especially  of   commercial  litiguita» 
have  been  seriously  affeoted,  and  the  partiss 
put  to  great  expense.    I  may  here  say  that  I 
am  pleased  the  Government  have  s^pcnnted  ti> 
the  position  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  ootony  the 
gentleman  who  was,  I  think,  the  beet  fitted  for 
the  office.    I  consider  that  that  appointmsnt 
does  the  Government  every  credit.    We  have 
heard  a  great  deal  in  the  past  about  psurty  Mas 
and  about  "  spoils  to  the  victors,'*  hat  in  ap> 
pointing  Sir  Kobert  Stout  to  the  poeitioa  ef 
Chief  Justice  the  Government  have  appointed 
a  man  who  for  the  last  two  or  three  years,  io 
this  House  and  out  of  it,  has  never  ceased  to 
assail  the  Government  in  a  very  atnmg  and 
sometimes  a  bitter  manner.    Bising  sapeiioi^ 
however,  to  all    considerations  of    pariy  and 
political  prejudioe,  the  Government  saw  what 
was  the  ngbt  thing  to    do,  and  they  did  it 
I   make   bold.    Sir,    to  decdare    that    in  the 
new    Chief  Justice  of    the    colony,  with   his 
wide  knowledge  of    the   law— especially  con- 
stitutional   and  international   law — we   ham 
a  gentleman  on  whom  the  odony  may  ve^ 
vbell  rely  to  fulfil  the  functions   of  his  hifl^ 
office  with  honour  to  himself  and  advantage  te 
the  colony.    Beference  is  ooade  in  the  Bpseek 
to  Native  matters.    I  read  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  introduce  piooosals 
dealing  with  certain  Native  questions  and  with 
Native  lauds  generally,  and  to  give  loeal  soo- 
trol  to  the  Natives  by  their  hapns.     I  wish  Is 
say  at  once  that  if  the  matter  comes  before  tfas 
House  in  that  form  I  shall  oppose  the  Qovea- 
ment  proposals.    I  do  not  believe  in  the  psr- 
petuation  of  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  eom- 
munifftic    syi-tem   among    the   Natiycs.     Wt 
should  on  every  occasion  encourage  individoal 
effort  and  individual  responsibili^  among  the 
Natives.    We  should  teach  the  Maori  that  tas 
is  not  only  responsible  to  his  tribe,  bnt  to  the 
pakeha  as  well.     The  yoong  Native  is  vsij 
intelligent,  and  until  he    is   shown   that  hs 
has  a  personal  interest  in  the  land  and  in  sD 
matters  and  persons  anrronnding  him  we  sfasD 
be  doing  a  very  unwise  thing.     At  present  tht 
individual  interests  of  the  Maoris  are  too  oites 
subordinated  to  the  wishes  and  interests  of  a 
few  chiefs  who  pull  the  strings  in  the  hapaa 
We  have  only  to  look  at  the  West  Coast  and  at 
Hawke's  Bay  to  see  what  the  hapa  system  bss 
done.     Under  the   communistic    sjstem  yos 
find    there   that   rights  that  ought  to  beloDC 
to  the  trib6  as  a  whole  have    been  usurped 
by   one   or  two   of   the    leading    ohiels,  whs 
have   taken  the  whole  of  the  rents  and  ab- 
solutely squandered    them   in   riotous  living 
But  if  you    individualist   the  titles  and  give 
to  each  Native  a  right  to  the  land  and  aome^ ' 
thing  that    he  will  be  responsible   for,  I  9M 
sure,  Sir,  he  would  rise  to  the  oooasion,  and  is 
the  future  the  general  position  of  the  Natives  of 
New  Zealand  would  be  greatly  superior  to  what 
it  has  been  during'  the  last  ten  years.    Wbis 
I  am  on  this  subject  I  wish  to  say  that  I  hops 
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tile  Government  will  take  steps  to  remedy  the 
itftts  of  ftffuxB  which  appeftrs  to  prevail  at  pre> 
«Bt  at  Parihaka.  Eyidenoe  has  been  given  by 
fentlemen  of  the  very  highest  standing  daring 
die  past  week— by  gentlemen  oonneoted  with 
febe  Anglioan  ohurohes  and  others— as  to  the 
position  of  things  there,  and  we  have  had  dis- 
elosed  a  state  of  affairs  that  is  not  creditable  to 
OS.  We  have  oar  daty  to  perform  to  these 
Natives,  and  so  long  as  we  allow  them  to  re- 
mtio  ander  the  rale  of  two  chiefs  like  Te 
Whiti  and  Toha— men  who  absolutely  preach 
Aiobedienee  to  the  law,  who  actually  oele- 
bnted  the  other  day  the  anniversary  of 
the  oeeasion  when  a  man's  property  was 
Ulsgally  entered  upon  and  ploughed,  when 
bloodshed  might  nave  occurred  and  very 
seiiote  trouble  ensued,  and  who  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  preach  sedition  and  to  encourage  the 
rebels  against  the  Government, — I  think  the 
time  has  come  when  the  Government  should 
do  its  beet  to  break  down  by  all  means  in 
tbeir  power  that  very  objectionable  mana  that 
these  two  chiefs  seem  to  possess.  Sir,  there 
are  mopoeais  in  the  Speech  for  the  adoption 
of  toe  bare -majority  prinoiple  with  regard 
to  voting  for  local  loans,  and  also  with  re- 
gard to  patting  into  force  the  prinoiple  of 
BMing  on  the  unimproved  value.  That,  Sir, 
ii  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  We  have 
seen,  in  the  suburbs  of  Wellington  and  sur- 
rounding districts,  more  than  one  instance 
where  the  wishes  of  the  people  who  desired 
to  posh  the  place  ahead  and  increase  its 
pRMperity  have  been  thwarted,  owing  to  the 
selfishness,  the  apathy,  and  the  reprenensible 
negHgenoe  to  vote  of  those  who  were  op- 
poeed  to  the  proposals.  They  simply  kept 
away,  and  the  votes  of  the  absentees  and 
the  dead  men  oonnted  against  the  proposal. 
That  state  of  matters  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  continue.  If  a  man  does  not  ezer- 
eiss  his  vote,  then  be  should  not  have  a  vote, 
and  that  principle  ought  to  be  recognised  at 
all  onr  elections,  local  and  general.  Whilst  on 
this  sol^eot,  I  may  say  there  is  reference  in  the 
Speech  to  the  Referendum.  The  Referendum 
Bill  should  have  been  passed  last  session,  and 
the  sooner  vre  have  the  principle  embodied  on 
the  8tatate-book  the  better.  There  are  several 
questions  which  might  well  be  put  directly  to 
the  vote  of  febe  country,  and,  without  enumerat- 
ng  those  questions,  I  may  say  that  in  other 
parts  of  the  world— in  Australia  recently— the 
Beferendnm  has  worked  venr  well  indeed ;  and 
I  trust  the  Government  will  make  some  effort, 
iltfaough  the  difficulties  in  the  way  are  great,  to 
pass  the  Bill  this  year.  Not  only  should  they 
attempt  this,  but  they  should,  I  think,  assist 
in  the  securing  of  an  absolute  majority  at  the 
polls  at  ordinary  elections.  I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  education  question.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  scenes  of  last  session  will  be  re- 
peated in  connection  with  the  Technical  Edu- 
cation Bill ;  but  I  hope  the  malcontents  of  last 
year  will  strive,  as  much  as  possible,  to  exer- 
oiae  a  little  more  sweet  reasonableness  on  this 
•nbject,  and  so  enable  this  colony  to  be  put  in 
poesession  of  a  technical  education  measure  of 


which  we  are  so  mach  in  need.  Other  coun- 
tries are  making  rapid  progress  in  the  direction 
of  technical  instruction,  and  we  are  lagging 
behind.  A  very  grave  responsibility  rests  with 
those  who,  for  one  reason  or  another — no 
doubt,  conscientious  reasons,  which,  if  not  in 
sympathy  with,  I  have  every  respect  for^- 
blocked  the  passage  of  the  Bill  last  session, 
and  I  hope  the  Bill  will  be  introduced  in  such 
a  form  as  to  command  the  hearty  support 
of  all  sections  of  the  House,  and  that  this 
session  will  not  be  allowed  to  pass  without 
its  being  placed  on  the  statute  •  book  of  the 
colony.  Coming  to  a  local  education  question, 
I  hope  the  Premier  and  the  Government  wilt 
bring  himself  and  themselves  into  a  more 
reasonable  attitude  with  regard  to  the  Victoria 
College,  and  treat  the  College  and  the  Council 
with  a  little  more  consideration.  No  doubt 
they  have  a  duty  to  perform  to  other  parts  of 
the  colony.  No  doubt  they  may  be  influenced 
by  the  cry — although  I  think  it  is  a  very  silly 
cry — that  too  much  Government  money  is 
spent  in  Wellington.  It  is  not  my  opinion 
that  too  much  Government  money  is  spent  in 
Wellington.  On  the  contrary,  as  a  matter  of 
face,  if  we  had  our  rights,  Wellington  has  not 
had  liearly  it^  fair  share  of  Gh>vemment  expen- 
diture. 

An  Hon.  MEifBBB.— Oh  I 

Mr.  WILSON. — I  could  easUy  prove  what  I 
assert  had  I  the  necessary  time,  but  I  do  not 
wish  to  go  into  those  details  now.  The  depart- 
mental buildings  are  a  part  of  the  State.  They 
are  no  more  the  local  property  of  Wellington 
than  they  are  the  local  property  of  Timbuotoo, 
or  any  district — say  even  of  Waitemata  or 
Eden.  I  think  it  is  a  very  miserable,  petti- 
fogging thing  that  this  local  jealousy  should 
prevail,  as  it  does,  and  especially  in  some  parts 
of  the  Auckland  Province,  if  I  may  judge  by 
the  remarks  of  some  of  the  Auckland  members. 
With  regard  to  this  College,  all  we  ask  is  to  be 
put  on  a  fair  footing  of  equality  with  the  other 
university  colleges  of  the  colony.  In  Welling- 
ton our  early  settlers,  I  grieve  to  say,  did  not 
show  that  consideration  for  the  educational 
requirements  of  those  to  oome  after  them 
which  was  shown  in  Canterbury  and  Otago. 
All  honour,  I  say,  to  those  Canterbury  and 
Otago  settlers  who  did  so  much  to  secure 
the  benefits  of  secondary  education  for  their 
children  and  their  children's  children ;  but 
it  is,  I  think,  a  very  fair  thing  to  ank  that 
the  Government  should  treat  this  University 
College  of  ours  with  a  greater  degree  of  liber- 
ality. I  speak  as  one  of  the  members  of  the 
College  Council,  and  one  who  was  elected  by 
the  members  of  this  House  as  their  repre- 
sentative on  that  Council,  and  I  say  that  our 
present  funds  will  only  allow  us  to  meet  our 
scholarship  requirements.  Although  we  have 
a  sum  of  money  in  the  bank,  it  is  really  in- 
adequate to  do  more  than  actually  carry  on  the 
working-expenses  of  the  College.  We  have  no 
settled  home,  and  the  greatest  uncertainty  ap- 
pears to  exist  as  tp  where  our  future  home 
will  be.  Well,  I  think  the  Government  should 
show  a  little  more  generosity  in  this  matter* 
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The  Premier  stated  that  we  had  this  sum  of 
£4,000.  I  agree  with  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  Giiy  in  this — though  I  do  not 
agree  with  all  that  he  said  in  aocompanying 
the  remarks:  that  the  College  should  not  be 
forced  to  live  a  hand-to-mouth  sort  of  exist- 
ence. With  regard  to  Mount  Cook  as  the 
Victoria  College  site  :  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  whole  of  the  people  of 
Wellington,  and  nearly  every  member  of  the 
House  who  would  consider  the  question  from 
an  unbiassed  and  non-local  point  of  view, 
would  agree  that  Mount  Cook  is  beet  fitted 
in  every  respect  to  be  the  site  of  the  home 
of  university  education  in  the  Empire  City 
of  the  colony.  It  may  cost  a  very  large  sum 
of  money,  although  I  think  the  cost  has  been 
overstated  ;  but,  considering  this  is  the  capital 
of  the  oolony,  it  is  only  reasonable  to  ask 
that  the  University  of  the  capital  should 
have  a  commodious  and  convenient  home. 
With  regard  to  the  working-expenses  of  the 
College,  I  will  give  you  an  instance  of  the 
absurdity  of  expecting  us  to  carry  on  with 
inadequate  means.  The  Professor  of  Chemistry 
informed  me  the  other  day  that  to  properly  equip 
a  scientific  laboratory  would  require  iSsOO  or 
£700  straight  away  :  at  present  the  equipment 
of  the  laboratory  is  entirely  behind  the  require- 
ments of  the  students,  and  it  seriously  handi- 
caps him  in  the  work  he  has  to  perform.  I 
hope,  during  the  session,  the  Premier  will  do 
something  more  definite  in  the  matter.  I 
would  also  remind  the  Premier  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  in  possession  of  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Victoria  College  Council  in  the 
Act,  which,  if  embodied  in  a  Bill  and  passed 
by  the  House,  would  put  the  working  of  the 
College  on  a  better  footing  in  every  way. 
Now,  Sir,  I  should  like  to  say  one  or  two 
words  in  regard  to  the  public- works  policy 
of  the  future  as  specially  concerning  the  dis- 
trict I  have  the  honour  to  represent.  There 
is  no  question  whatever  —  I  believe  every 
member  of  the  House,  if  their  opinions  were 
taken  on  the  question,  would  agree  wifh  me  on 
the  point — that  one  of  the  most  urgently  re- 
quired works  in  the  oolony  is  the  completion  of 
the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway.  It 
has  been  admitted  by  southern  and  northern 
members  that  the  central  route  is  the  only 
route  by  which  the  line  should  be  made. 
This  was  the  route  originally  recommended 
by  the  Committee  of  the  House;  and,  al- 
though it  may  he  necessary  at  some  future 
time  to  make  another  line  by  the  Stratford 
route,  what  we  have  to  remembier  to-day  is  that 
the  central  route  afiords  the  speediest  com- 
munication between  the  north  and  the  south  ot 
this  Island.  It  has  been  said  that  the  sum  of, 
I  think,  £600,000  is  sufficient  to  complete  the 
line.  I  think  it  was  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  City,  Mr.  Millar,  who  said,  '*  We 
are  quite  willing  that  you  shall  have  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Ime,  but  if  you  have  it  we  are 
determined  to  have  the  Otago  Central.*'  If 
it  is  true  that  the  Otago  Central  will  open  up- 
as I  believe  it  will—a  large  amount  of  good 
country,  and  would  in  time  pay  a  fair  return  on 

Mr.  WiUon 


the  cost  of  construction,  then  I  think  that  Un* 
should  have  a  greater  amount  of  consideratioa 
than  it  has  had  in  the  past.  In  any  case,  I  d» 
not  think  we  should  go  on  merely  tinkering,  «i 
we  are  doing  now,  with  the  oonstructioa  of  our 
railways.  At  the  present  rate  of  oonatrootion 
of  the  North  Island  line  I  do  not  know  how 
many  years  it  will  take  to  complete  it.  In  tha 
meantime  portions  of  the  line  are  unused,  ind 
work  is  going  on  ve^  slowly,  and  not  at  anj- 
thmg  like  the  rate  I  should  like  to  see  it  pro- 
gressing. Coming  to  more  local  questions,  I 
may  say  that  meetings  are  to  be  held  in  my 
electorate  at  two  or  three  centres,  urging  on  the 
Government  to  proceed  with  the  oonstmctioB 
of  a  duplicate  line  to  the  Hutt  from  Welling- 
ton. There  is  no  doubt  that  sinoe  the  ope&- 
ing-up  of  bush  country  in  the  Forty«mile 
Bush,  and  the  recent  settlement  in  the  back 
parts  of  the  Wellington  Province,  there  it 
a  rapidly -increasing  traffic  on  that  line,  and 
it  would  not  be  many  years  before  a  very 
fair  interest  could  be  paid  on  the  cost  ol 
improving  the  line  from  here  to  Petone. 
As  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  introducing  a 
deputation  to  the  Premier  on  this  particalsr 
question  within  a  week  or  two's  time,  I  shell 
not  deal  with  it  now  at  any  farther  length. 
Another  agitation  for  a  somewhat  similar  pur- 
pose is  being  got  up  in  Wellington  now^ there 
is  a  meeting  regarding  it  to-morrow  night- 
urging  the  Government  to  carry  on  the  Te  Ara 
line  to  Island  Bay.  The  survey  has  already 
been  made,  the  cost  of  construction  is  abso- 
lutely known,  and,  if  we  are  going  to  make  this 
extension,  the  sooner  it  is  made  the  better, 
because,  if  the  construction  is  deferred— and  it 
will  have  to  be  taken  in  hand  eventually — the 
cost  of  the  line  will  be  very  materially  is- 
creased.  I  am  not  proposing  that  we  should 
enter  upon  another  policy  of  borrowing  many 
millions,  but  we  cannot  go  on  as  we  sze 
going  now,  constructing  rail  way- works  piece- 
meal, or,  as  I  call  it,  tiiikering  with  the  public- 
works  policy.  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  remarks 
that  fell  from  a  member  of  the  Opposition  with 
regard  to  the  reform  of  the  Legislative  CoonciL 
Although  our  opponents  are  fond  of  referring  to 
what  they  call  the  *'  decadence  '*  of  the  Council 
under  the  present  Government,  I  believe  the 
members  of  the  Council  at  the  present  time  are 
equally  as  intelligent,  industrious,  and  ener- 
getic as  the  gentlemen  who  held  the  position  in 
the  past,  and  who  have  now  passed  away. 
With  regard  to  what  was  said  during  the  recess 
about  *<  stuffing  "  the  Council,  why.  Sir,  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  make  those  n» 
marks,  and  continually  repeat  them,  have  a 
most  convenient  lapse  of  memory.  They  for- 
get that,  before  the  Atkinson  Government 
went  out,  they  stufied  the  Council  with  no  less 
than  a  dozen  men.  At  the  sam^  time,  I  myself 
would  like  to  see  the  Council  made  eleotifa 
on  a  modification  of  the  Hare  system,  and 
the  nomination  system  done  away  with  alto- 
gether. I  have  said  that  I  do  not  think  the 
Council  is  much  worse  than  it  has  been  In 
the  past;  but  at  the  same  time  the  prwssitt 
system  of  nomination  gives  too  great  a  power 
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into  Ihe   bands   of   any .  Qovemmcnt.     The 
libanls  will  not  alwavB  be  in  power ;  possibly 
their  opponents  will  be  in  power,  say,  witbin 
ten  years  from  now,  and  I  do  not  want  to  allow 
them  to  bave  tbe  opportunity  of  stuffing  tbe 
Gooncil  again  as  tbey  did  daring  tbe  reign  of 
Uie  Atkinson  Government.    As  I  said  before,  tbe 
best  way  out  of  tbe  difficulty  is  to  bave  an 
elective  Council,  elected  on  somewhat  the  lines 
of  a  modification  of  the  Hare  system.    I  regret 
that  in  tbe  Address  there  is  no  reference  to  any 
efforts  being  msMle  by  the  Government  tending 
towards  tbe  extension  of  our  commerce.    Two 
yesiB  sgo  a  tentaiiye  motion  was  made  by  tbe 
Government  with  regard  to  subsidising  a  line 
of  steamers  to  tbe  East ;  but  since  that  time 
trsde    with     tbe    East,    especially    between 
Australia    and     tbe    Philippine   Islands   and 
Singapore,  and  the  Far  East  generally,  has 
grown   enormously.      Anybody   who   goes    to 
Sydney  and  sees  the  cargoes  of  froaen  meat, 
pneerved  meats,  and  dairy  produce  that  are 
shipped  from   Sydney  to  Manila,   Singapore, 
Sttd  tbe  Far  Bast  must  express  astonishment 
that  oar  prodncers  and  shipping  people  in  New 
Zealand  have  not  taken  advantage  of  this  new 
narket.    Possibly  tbey  have  not  taken  advan- 
tsge  of  it  because  sufficient  inducement  has 
not  been  offered.    I  hope  the  Government  will 
look  into  the  evidence  given  before  the  Com- 
mittee which  sat  last  session  onrthe  question 
of  the  extension  of  commerce.    Valuable  evi- 
dence was  given  before  that  Committee,  and 
the  whole  trend  of  it  went  to  show  that  if  we 
were  to  adopt  a  really  live  policy  of  subsidising 
a  line  of  steamers  to  tbe  Far  East,  and  again  to 
the  Cape,  it  would  be  a  speculation  that  would 
pay  tbe  colony  very  well.    Tbe  other  day  tbe 
steamer  "  Nineveh  "  left  for  tbe  Cape  literally 
lotded  up  with  dairy  produce,  frozen  meat,  and 
preserved  meats.    I  was  told  by  gentlemen  in 
Sydney   who  were  interested  in    that   parti- 
eolar  line  that,  as  far  as  the    Cape  service 
wad  concerned — this  was  nearly  three  months 
ago— there  was  more  cargo  offering  than  they 
oonld  possibly  take.    If  it  pays  Australia  it 
might  pay   New    Zealand,  and    I    hope    tbe 
Ooveznment  will  look  into  the  matter,  and  see 
if  something  cannot  be  done  towards  getting 
direct   steam  -  communication   between    some 
New  Zealand  ports  and  Cape  Town.     I  would 
remind  tbe  House,  in  view  of  tbe  danger  of  war 
in  tbe  near  future  with  the  South    African 
Bepublio,  large  quantities  of  produce  are  being 
shipped  from  Australia  now,  and  it  is  a  very 
proper  moment  for  us  to  take  this  matter  up. 
11 80    ^  ^^  ^^^  intend,  Sir,  to  speak  at  much 
'  greater  length.    I  fully  recognise  that 
honourable  members  wish  to  come  to  a  decision 
on  a  certain  matter,  and,  while  I  know  that 
tbey  are  anxious  to  go  to  a  decision  without 
further  delay,  yet,  as  tbe  last  speaker  in  this 
debate,  I  hope  members  will  pardon  me  if  I 
tske  up  a  very  few  minutes  in  expressing  an 
opinion  on  what  is  known  as  the  Marine  scan- 
dal. I  may  say,  as  a  resident  of  Wellington,  that 
we  have  been  having  this  so-called  scandal  for 
brsakfast,  for  dinner,  and  for  tea  for  some 
time  past,  and  we  have  all  got  to  be  heartily 


tired  of  it.  There  is  no  man  in  this  House  who 
is  more  anxious  than  myself  to  see  purity  of 
administration:  I  can  honestly  say  that.  I 
am  really  honest  and  sincere  in  saying  that, 
from  the  very  first  mention  of  this  matter,  it 
was  to  me  a  matter  of  regret  that  a  Govern- 
ment which  has  done  so  much  good  for  the 
people  of  this  colony  should  suffer  in  prestige 
and  possibly  in  power  by  being  under  the  sus- 
picion of  doing  anything  wrong  or  illegal  with 
regard  to  this  particular  certificate  and  exami- 
nation. I  am  not  an  expert  in  shipping-law. 
There  are  some  members  her%  members  who 
come  from  country  constituencies,  who  seem  to 
know  all  about  tbe  shipping-laws  of  the  colony, 
and  have  informed  us  confidently  what  the 
effect  of  these  laws  is.  But,  Sir,  I  do  not 
pretend  to  bave  any  knowledge  of  the  sort. 
I  can  only  say  that  my  own  opinion  is  that 
we  should  take  this  matter  as  far  as  pos- 
sible out  of  the  hands  of  a  prejudiced  tri- 
bunal. It  cannot  be  gainsaid  that  there  is 
hardly  a  member  of  tbe  House  who  has  not 
some  opinion,  either  one  way  or  the  other— 
either  dead  against  Ministers  or  else  equally 
strongly  in  favour  of  them — on  this  matter. 
How  can  such  a  body  of  men  as  we  are,  full  of 
these  prejudices  and  full  of  a  very  natural  bias 
— how  can  we  be  expected  to  form  tbe  material 
from  which  a  fair  tribun^  can  be  established  to 
deal  with  this  matter?  This  has  been  very 
ably  pointed  out  by  other  speakers  in  this 
debate,  as,  for  instance,  in  the  very  sensible 
speech  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere  last  night,  and  also  by  my  honour- 
able friend  tbe  member  for  Mataura.  I  only 
wish  to  say  this  with  regard  to  tbe  action  of 
tbe  senior  member  for  Wellington  City  in  this 
matter:  I  bave  stood  on  the  same  platform 
with  Mr.  Hutcbeson,  and  fought  an  election 
along  with  him.  I  believe  be  is  one  of  the 
straigbtest  men  in  Wellington.  I  believe  he  is 
one  of  the  most  earnest  and  honest  men  in 
Wellington ;  and  although  at  times,  if  he  will 
forgive  me  for  saying  so,  he  is  inclined  to  get 
a  Uttle  hysterics^,  yet  at  the  same  time  I 
believe  he  has  been  actuated  only  by  tbe 
most  honest,  unselfish  motives.  But,  although 
one  may  be  honest  and  sincere,  and  actuated 
by  no  motive  of  self-ambition  or  spite,  as  has 
been  insinuated  in  this  House,  yet  at  tbe 
same  time  be  may  be  mistaken  in  his  views. 
I  beg  to  differ  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Hutcbeson)  as  to  the 
course  of  action  be  has  f  )llowed.  I  can  only 
say  that,  whatever  he  has  said  on  this  matter, 
whatever  the  action  he  has  taken  with  re- 
gard to  the  Marine  scandal,  when  the  next 
general  election  comes  round  I  know  as  a 
private  oitisen  bow  my  vote  will  go.  Although 
we  may  disagree  with  a  man  on  one  particular 
subject,  we  may  thoroughly  indorse  his  general 
conduct  and  policv.  I  thmk  ttiere  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that  in  the  speech  made  by  the  Minis- 
ter of  Marine  the  other  night  that  honourable 
gentleman  removed  from  the  minds  of  members 
of  tbe  House  a  very  large  amount  of  suspicion 
and  misconcq>tion  that  had  prevailed  up  to 
that  time.     The    correspondence    which    be 
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read  to  tbia  House,  to  my  mind,  was  extremely 
effeoiiye  In  exposing  a  great  many  errors  which 
may  have  orept  into  members*  minds  with  re- 
gard to  this  matter.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
was  a  very  honest  speech  indeed.  The  Minister 
was  carried  away  a  little  by  his  indignation, 
and  probably  now  regrets  as  mnch  as  1  do  the 
preliminary  remarks  that  he  made  when  he 
referred  to  certain  matters  in  reference  to  the 
^'wretched  past"  and  the  Opposition.  First, 
with  regard  to  what  is  called  the  Russell  land 
grant :  I  have  heard  the  other  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. I  have  lived  in  Hawke's  Bay,  and  the 
matter  is  no  new  thing  to  me.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  anything  in  it,  and  I  have  never  thought 
there  was  anything  in  it.  I  think  it  is  a  pity 
that  the  Minister  of  Marine  ever  introduced 
that  matter  at  lUl.  But  we  must  remember 
that  there  was  great  provocation  given  to  the 
Minister.  He  was  attacked  in  this  House 
in  a  very  violent  manner.  HIb  personal 
honour  was  impugned,  and  in  language, 
too,  which  jnit  came  within  the  bounds 
of  parliamentary  etiquette  and  law.  Allow- 
ance must  therefore  be  made  for  him  in 
that  respect.  Although  the  Minister  made  a 
Tery  good,  a  very  honest  and  effective  reply — 
the  latter  part  of  it  especially— I  am  glad  that 
he  declared  his  intention  of  going  before  the 
Oommissirn.  In  doing  so.  I  believe  be  will  go 
before  a  thoroughly  unprejudiced  tribunal.  It 
is  nonsense  to  object  to  the  penonnel  of  that 
Oommission  on  the  ground  of  prejudice.  It 
has  been  said  that  one  member  of  that  Com- 
mission— a  Judge— would  be  prejudiced  be- 
cause of  having  at  one  time  or  other  received 
certain  favours  from  the  Government.  We 
have  heard  members  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Bouse  slating  the  Qovemment  for  impugning 
the  honour  of  our  Judges;  and  yet  nere  in 
this  case  the  Opposition  have  themselves  been 
guilty  of  the  very  same  offence  with  which 
they  last  session  so  often  charged  the  Qovem- 
ment. I  think  to  mention  Judges*  names  in 
this  way  is  very  bad  form.  With  reference  to 
the  other  member  of  the  Commission,  everybody 
knows  that  at  one  time  he  was  a  leading  light 
In  the  National  Association,  which  can  hardly 
be  defined  as  an  association  which  is  very 
much  in  favour  of  the  present  Administration. 
Well,  Sir,  when  we  see  one  member  of  the  Com- 
mission a  gentleman  bitterly  opposed  to  the 
Government's  politics,  and  the  other  a  District 
Jndge  against  whom,  whatever  may  have  been 
said,  nothing  has  been  proved,  we  have  every 
reason  to  believe  the  Commissioners  will  give  a 
fair  verdict.  There  will  be  opportunities  for 
examining  the  Ministers,  who  have,  I  believe, 
declared  their  intention  of  appearing  before 
the  Commission  and  subjecting  themselves  to 
crow-examination.  What  more  could  the 
House  want?  I  cannot  see  any  force  what- 
ever in  the  argument  that  a  parliamentary 
Committee  would  elicit  any  more  information 
than  the  Commission.  The  very  gentlemen 
who  last  year  objected  most  strongly  to  a  par- 
liamentary Committee  investigating  certain 
malodorous  charges  brought  against  the  Pre- 
ttiier  by  an  honourable  member  sitting  on 
Mr,  WxUon 


the  front  Opposltioa  benoh  are  now  loudly  ds* 
mandiog  the  very  class  of  inquiry  they  then  m 
fiercely  deooanced.  1  believe,  Sir,  that  the 
Royal  Commission  vrill  reoolt  in  the  tnith— 
whatever  it  may  be — being  revealed,  and  anttl 
that  time  oomes  it  is  only  fair  and  reasonable 
that  judgment  should  be  suspeoded. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  **That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  added  be  so  added." 
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Allen,  J. 

Kelly 

RawUns 

Bollard 

Lang 

RoUsston 

Buchanan 

Lewis 

Sligo 

Carson 

MoGuire 

Smith 

Crowther 

Mackensle, 

M.  Taylor 

Duthie 

McLean 

ThomsoB,  J.  W. 

Praeer 

Massey 

Wnghk 

Herriee 

Monk 

TMfn. 

Hutebeeon,  J. 

Moore 

Hunter 

Hutchison,  G. 

Piraai 

Lethbridge. 

Nobs,  86. 

Allen,  £.  G. 

Holland 

O'Regan 

Cadman 

Houston 

Parata 

Camoroes 

Joyce 

Pare 

Carroll 

Kaibau 

Saddon 

Duncan 

Lawry 

Sievens 

Field 

McQowan 

Steward 

Fisher 

MoKenaie, 

R.    Symes 

Flatman       •> 

McNab 

Tanner 

Gilfedder 

Meredith 

Thompson,  B. 

Graham 

MUlar 

TMtn. 

Guinness 

Mills 

O'Meaia 

Hall-Jones 

Morrison 

Wilson. 

Hogg 

PAIB8. 

» 

Fwr. 

Agofmai. 

Brown 

Ward 

Heke 

Thompson*  T. 

Russell 

MoKenste,  J. 

Wason. 

Montgomery. 

Majority  against,  7. 
Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHBSON  (Wellington  Oi^.- 
Mr.  Speaker, — Sir,  may  I  make  a  short  ps^ 
sonal  statement?  When  I  was  returned  to 
this  House  in  1896  I  made  a  certain  pledgi 
to  my  constituents,  whioh  was  that  when  I 
could  no  longer  follow  this  Government  I 
would  render  back  my  trust.  That  time  hss 
now  arrived ;  and  in  addition  to  that  I  have 
the  added  incentive  of  being  accused  by  • 
Minister  of  the  Crown  of  being  faithless  to  m$ 
pledges ;  of  being  a  degenerate  Labour  nAmta 
here  only  for  the  sake  of  the  few  paltry  poosdi 
I  make  out  of  it ;  the  deadliest  enemy  the  isi- 
men  of  New  Zealand  ever  had ;  that  I  am  a 
loblolly  boy,  and  the  tool  of  oapitaliste. 

Mr.  SPBAK£R.— The  honourable  member  ■ 
going  bevond  a  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  J.  HUTCHESON.— I  feel  it  now  my  da^, 
therefore,  to  hand  you.  Sir,  my  resignation  ss 
a  member  of  this  honourable  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  my  duty  to  read  to 
the  House  the  following  oommunication : — 

'*  5th  July,  1899. 
Sib,— I  beg  hertwith  to  tender  yes  mf 
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caeignatioii  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
Mutatives,  dating  as  from  to-day. — I  am,  Ac, 

"John  Hutchbson. 
-**  The  Hoaourable  the  Speaker  of  the 
Hoase  of  Representatives/' 

Mr.  TANKER.— And  a  good  man,  too. 

Hr.  SEDDON. — I  wlU  move  the  usual  motion 
io-morrow. 

■  Debate  on  the  question  "  That  the  Address  be 
Agreed  to,"  adjourned. 

Ifhe  House   adjourned    at   five  minutes   to 
twelve  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  6th  JtUy,  1899. 


Fint  Beadin^Ea—Hon.  H.  K.  Taiaroa's  Claim— Com- 
panies Liquidation  Bill— Inebriate  Betreate— 
Otunam  Bailway-statioo— Workers'  Compensa- 
tion for  Accidents  Bill. 

the  Hon.   the  Spbakbr  took  the  chair  at 
Ittlf-past  two  o'clock. 


FIRST  READINGS. 
Law  of  Libel  Bill,  Separate  Institutions  Bill, 
InvercargiU  Garrison  Hall  Trustees  Empower- 
ing Bill. 

HON.  H.  K.  TAIAROA'S  CLAIM. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  asked  the  Minister 
of  Idncation,  Whether  the  Government  have 
made  any  inquiries  into  the  claim  of  the  Hon. 
B.  E.  Taiaroa  to  land  at  Mil  ford  Haven,  as 
recommended  by  the  Waste  Lands  Committee 
in  their  report  of  the  5th  November,  1898? 
He  wished  to  point  out  that  in  its  report  of 
the  5th  November,  1898,  the  Waste  Lands 
Oommittee  had  recommended  that  the  matter 
should  be  referred  to  the  Government  in  order 
that  the  claim  might  be  satisfied. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  begged  to 
pcfait  out  to  the  honoarable  gentleman  that  the 
diflloulty,  so  far  as  the  Government  was  con- 
cerned, was  In  respect  to  making  further  in- 
^izy  as  to  the  claim.  The  only  person,  as  far 
as  the  Government  knew,  who  could  have  given 
say  fnrther  evidence  on  the  matter  was  the  late 
Hon.  Hr.  Mantell.  However,  the  Government 
had  endeavoured  lo  meet  this  claim,  and  last 
session  had  inserted  a  clause  in  the  Reserves, 
Endowments,  and  Cro<vn  and  Native  Lands 
Exchange,  Sale,  Disposal,  and  Enabling  Bill 
in.  order  to  deal  with  this  question,  but  the 
clatise  was  struck  out  by  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee.  The  Government  was  in  this  posi- 
tion :  that  it  admitted  there  was  a  claim  of  a 
pertain  kind,  but  it  required  legislative  autho- 
tfty  to  give  effect  to  it. 

COMPANIES  LIQUIDATION  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  A.  L.  SMITH  asked  the  Minis- 
ftt  of  Education,  Whether  it  is  the  Intention 
M  the  Government  to  introduce  a  Companies 
Liqnidatioa  Bill  this  session  ? 

VOL.  OVL-O). 


The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said  He 
believed  the  Government  would  take  this  Bill 
up  again  this  year. 

INEBRIATE  RETREATS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JONES  asked  the  Government, 
How  many  inebriate  retreats  have  been  esta- 
blished under  "  The  Inebriates  Institutions  Act, 
1898,"  and  what  official  appointments  have 
been  made,  and  how  many  patients  have  been 
committed  under  its  provisions  ?  This  was  a 
question  they  were  all  interested  in,  and  his 
desire  was  to  elicit,  if  possible,  from  the  Goveru- 
menk  a  statement  that,  if  nothing  had  already 
been  done  to  give  effect  to  the  legislation  of 
last  session,  somethiog  would  be  done  in  the 
near  future,  so  that  poor  unfortunate  alcoholic 
maniacs  might  not  have  to  be  immured  in  cold 
inhospitable  cells,  but  should  be  taken  care  ol 
as  they  ought  to  be. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said  it  wag 
true  that  the  Bill  was  passed  last  session,  and 
was  now  on  the  statute-book.  Steps  were  not 
taken  to  have  appropriations  voted  in  order  V> 
give  effect  to  the  Act  last  session,  but  this  year 
the  Government  proposed  to  ask  Parliament 
for  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
effect  to  the  Act. 

OAMARU  RAILWAY-STATION. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  asked  the  Govem- 
ment,  If  they>  intend  to  change  to  a  mora 
central  site  the  Oaoaaru  Railway-station;  and, 
if  BO  when  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said  this  mat- 
ter had  been  under  consideration  for  some  timet 
and  it  was  one  that  had  been  pressed  on  the 
Gh>vernment  by  the  member  representing  the 
district.  In  consequence  of  his  representatione, 
and  also  on  account  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
Oamaru  with  regard  to  railway  aooommodatioa, 
the  department  hoped  to  be  able  in  a  very  short 
time  to  erect  a  more  suitable  station  on  a 
better  site.  The  work  wou)d  be  taken  in  hand 
when  Parliament  provided  the  funds. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  he  wi^ed 
to  say  a  few  words  in  reference  to  the  Minister's 
reply,  and  would  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
Council. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  honoarable 
gentleman  must  take  an  opportunity  of  intro- 
ducing the  subject  another  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  that  other 
members  had  got  a  civil  answer,  but  he  hfl^  not. 

WORKERS*  COMPENSATION   FOR  ACOI- 

DENTS  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  introduced  and  read  the  first 
time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHARDSON  aiked  if  tht 
Gbvernment  proposed  to  introduce  the  Aooident 
Insurance  Bill,  which  was  connected  with  the 
Workers'  Compensation  for  Accidents  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said  the 
Accident  Insurance  Bill  could  not  be  intro- 
duced in  the  Council,  as  it  was  largely  an  Ap- 
propriation Bill. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  three 
o'clock  p.m. 
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Thursday,  6th  July,  1899, 


First  Readings— City  of  Wellixigton  Electoral  Dis- 
triet :  Issne  of  writ— Old-age  Pensions  RegxUa- 
tlona— Police  Force  Appointments— Address  in 
Beply.  

yU,  8PBAKBB  took  the  chair  at  half-past 
Iwo  o'clock. 

PlUTBBS. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Property  Law  Consolidation  BUI,  Sales  by 
Mortgages  Bill,  Stratford  Borough  Empowering 
Bill,  Invercargill  Reserves  Leasing  Bill,  Staiutce 
Oonaolidation  and  Printing  Bill,  Timani  Har- 
hour  Board  Bill,  Timara  Harbour  Board  Loan 
Bill,  Deoeased  Husband's  Brother  Marriage 
Bill,  Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Oontrol  Bill, 
Gaming  Bill,  Rabbit  Nuisance  Bill,  Local 
Option  Scrutineers  Bill,  District  Oourt  Bill. 

CITY   OF   WELLINGTON    ELECTORAL 
DISTRICT :  ISSUE  OP  WRIT. 

On  the  notice  being  called  on,  **  The  Right 
Hon.  Mr.  Seddon  to  move,  That  Mr.  Speaker  be 
directed  to  issue  his  warrant  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  Writs  to  make  out  a  new  writ  for  the 
election  of  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  Electoral  District  of  City  of 
Wellington,  in  the  room  of  John  Hutcheson, 
Esq.,  resigned," 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said,— Mr.  Speaker, 
I  stated  last  night  that  I  would  move  in  this 
matter  to-day.  I  did  not  give  the  notice  of 
motion  now  on  the  Order  Paper,  but  as  it  is 
there  I  shall  take  the  opportunity  of  making 
an  explanation  of  the  position.  I  asked  the 
Clerk  of  the  Writs  in  what  position  the  rolls 
were,  and  what  was  the  earliest  date  at  which 
we  could  have  the  rolls.  I  will  read  to  the 
House  the  memorandum  which  the  Clerk  of 
the  Writs  has  sent  to  me.    It  is  as  follows : — 

«  The  City  of  Wellington  electoral  roll  must 
be  reprinted  before  an  election  can  be  held. 
The  roll  can  be  placed  in  the  printer's  hands  at 
once.  By  dividing  the  work  between  two  con- 
tractors the  roll  could  be  printed  by  Thursday, 
the  20th  July.  If  motion  for  new  writ  is  made 
on  Tuesday  next,  the  11th  instant,  and  writ 
issued  same  day,  then  polling-day  could  be 
fixed  for  Tuesday  or  Wednesday,  25th  or  26th 
July.  The  roUs  would  then  be  available  some 
days  before  polling-day.  By  further  subdivid- 
ing the  work  the  rolls  might  be  printed  by 
Monday,  the  17th  instant,  and,  if  writ  was 
issued  at  once  (f.e.,  to-day),  polling-day  could 
be  fixed  for  Friday,  the  21st  July.  Tuesday, 
the  11th  instant,  would  be  the  most  convenient 
day  for  the  issue  of  the  writ,  as  far  as  the  elec 
tion  is  concerned." 

The  question  is,  I  think,  whether  the  motion 
should  be  made  to-day,  in  the  face  of  what  the 
Clerk  of  Writs  says.  It  is  my  duty  to  bring 
the  matter  before  the  House.  So  far  as  the 
Government  are  concerned,  they  do  not  care. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— The  motion  does  not  fix  the 
day. 


Mr.  SEDDON— No ;  but  if  we  pass  the 
solution  the  writ  is  bound  to  issue  forthwith* 
However,  it  is  a  question  whether  the  matter 
should  not,  in  the  face  of  this  memorandum 
from  the  Clerk  of  Writs,  be  postponed  tiU  to* 
morrow  or  Tuesday,  or  whether  it  should  be 
taken  to-day.  I  think,  myself,  it  is  only  fair  the 
people  should  have  the  roUs  in  their  hands  foe 
a  reasonable  time  before  the  day  of  election* 
1  will  move  in  the  matter  to-morrow. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea).— I  should  lik» 
to  be  permitted  to  make  one  remark.  It  is  a 
very  dangerous  thing  indeed  to  delay  the  issue  of 
a  writ,  and  particularly  to  take  the  time  from 
any  officer,  however  responsible.  In  this  House 
surely  there  ought  to  be  no  temporising  what- 
ever. The  writ  should  be  issued  on  the  first 
available  opportunity.  And  it  doee  not  follow 
that  the  delay  which  the  Clerk  of  Writs  has 
indicated  as  inseparable  from  the  printing  of 
the  roll  has  anything  to  do  with  oui  duly  to 
the  electors  in  giving  them  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  having  a  representative  in  his  place 
here  in  Parliament.  It  may  be  that  no  tcXl 
will  be  required  in  this  election  at  all.  But 
that  is  by  the  way.  I  contend  that  at  the  veiy 
latest  the  Premier  should  to-morrow  move  that 
the  writ  be  issued. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  might  say  that  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  Lamach  we  postponed  it  for  a  couple  of 
days;  but  I  have  concluded  that  the  proper 
thing  to  do  is  to  move  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  motion  will  stand  over 
till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (WeUington  City).— As  a  mem- 
ber for  Wellington,  I  wisn  to  say  1  do  not  think 
the  issue  of  this  writ  ought  to  be  unduly 
hastened.  I  understand  that  when  the  writ 
is  issued  the  roll  is  dosed.  Well,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  this  Government  employs  paid  oaa* 
vassers,  and,  rightly  or  wrongly,  the  siispictoi^ 
is  that  the  people  immediately  canvassed  an 
mostly  those  that  it  suits  the  Government  sup* 
porters  to  call  upon. 

An  Hon.  Meitbbb. — No. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.—The  honourable  gentleman 
says  "  No,"  but  I  say,  rightly  or  wrongly,  that 
is  the  suspicion.  I  say  the  impression  Is  wide* 
spread  that  the  people  more  immediately  can- 
vassed are  Gk>vernment  supporters,  and  eo  only 
one  side  is  fully  registered. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. --These  remarks  will  bt 
more  in  order  when  the  motion  is  moved  to- 
morrow. There  is  nothing  before  the  Hoofie 
now. 

Mr.  DUTHIB.>-Aa  a  represenUtive  of  tkt 
electorate  concerned,  I  hoped  to  be  allowed  to 
put  the  case  before  you,  but  I  bow  to  your  ruling 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— -That  can  be  done  to-mo^ 
row  when  the  motion  comes  on  for  the 
Speaker's  issuing  his  warrant  for  a  new  writ. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  may  say  I  shall  be  moat 
happy  to  meet  the  two  members  for  WellinglOB 
and  consult  with  them.  If  there  are  gcod 
reasons  they  can  be  considered,  for  they  have 
the  responsibility  of  members  representing  tbs 
city.  The  statement  that  there  has  bem  par* 
tiality  in  placing  names  on  the  roll  is  incoiieet, 
as  nothing  of  the  sort  has  happened. 
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OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  REGULATIONS. 

Mr.  BERRIES  (Bay  of  Plenty)  asked  the 
Piemier  when  the  regulations  under  the  Old- 
age  PeDBiona  Act,  whioh  were,  by  olauRe  63  of 
the  Act,  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House  ten  days  after  the  commen cement  of 
the  session,  were  going  to  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  what  Committee  they  would  be  referred  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  replied  that  be  could 
not  at  the  moment  say,  but  he  would  have 
tiiem  ready  for  laying  on  the  table  the  follow- 
ing day,  or,  at  the  latest,  on  Tuesday. 

POLICE  FORCE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr.  LEWIS  (Christohurch  Cit>)  asked  the 
Premier  whether  he  had  made  inquiries  with  a 
view  of  ascertaining  the  correctness  of  a  state- 
ment of  his  with  reference  to  himself  (Mr. 
liOwis)  in  conneotion  with  an  application  for 
employment  in  the  Police  Force. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  he  had  made 
ioqairies,  and  haa  refreshed  his  memory  from 
the  papers,  and  he  thought  it  was  only  fair  to 
the  honourable  member  that  the  recommenda- 
tion he  made  should  be  read  to  the  House. 
This  letter  was  written  at  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  and  addressed  to  the  Minister  of  Defence. 
It  was  as  follows : — 

**I  have  the  honour  to  suggest  that  your 
fsToorable  consideration  may  be  extended  to 
the  application  for  employment  in  the  Police 
Force.  The  applicant  is  at  present  employed, 
and  you,  of  coursu,  can  obtain  information 
respecting  his  character  for  industry,  steadi- 
ness, &c.,  and  I  need  only  refer  to  his  physical 
qoalifications.  Standing  over  6  ft.,  and  weigh- 
ug  some  14  st.  6  lb.  at  twenty  one  years  of  age, 
he  is  a  most  likely-looking  young  fellow,  while 
he  has  a  squareness  of  jaw  and  facial  expression 
which  convey  the  idea  of  great  determination." 

It  seemed  inquiries  had  been  made  from  the 
employers,  and  t^ey  stated  that  he  had  been 
employed  by  them  for  five  years— that  he  was 
iteady,  willing,  industrious,  and  reliable,  and 
would  give  satisfaction.  That  was  the  result 
of  his  inquiries.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  had  said  the 
other  day  that  this  man  had  been  refused  on 
the  strength  of  the  adverse  character  that  had 
been  given  him;  he  found,  however,  that  he 
was  wrong. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— You  were  wrong  about  the 
other  statement  too,  but  you  will  not  own  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said.  Certainly  not.  He  hoped 
the  honourable  member  would  not  press  him 
to  read  that  again  ;  it  was  from  a  very  reliable 
•ooroe.  He  did  not  want  to  do  an  injustice  to 
any  member  for  Christohurch,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  must  confess  he  was  surprised  that,  in 
the  faoe  of  the  home  life  which  was  described 
in  the  adverse  notice  the  department  got,  the 
man  was  taken  on  in  the  Police  Force. 

Mr.  LEWIS  would  just  point  out  that  in  the 
communioation  just  read  b^  the  Premier  he 
(Ur.  Lewis)  had  especially  divested  himself  of 
all  responBibility  in  respect  of  character. 

Mr.  CARSON  asked  if  the  man  had  been 
pcevionsly  employed  in  the  Government  ser- 
vice. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  for  reasons  which  must 


be  obvious  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  he  did 
not  wish  to  disclose  anvtbiog  whioh  might  now 
injure  the  man.  He  hoped  he  would  justifv 
his  appointment,  and,  as  far  as  he  (Mr.  Seddon) 
knew,  the  man  was  doing  good  wore. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 

ADJOU^NKD  DBBATS. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  (Buller).— Sir,  several  sneakers 
have  referred  to  the  debate  on  the  Address  in 
Reply  as  a  wasto  of  time,  and  there  was  a 
time  when  I  entertained  that  opinion  myself. 
But,  looking  at  the  question  in  the  light  of  ex- 
perienoe,  I  must  confess  that  there  is  good  ground 
for  a  difference  of  opinion  on  it.  In  1894  the 
Standing  Orders  were  remodelled  with  a  view  to 
curtailing  speech,  and  it  was  then  confidently 
prediotod  that  the  resulc  would  be  to  insure 
brevity  of  debate  and  despatoh  of  business. 
But  I  do  not  think  that  any  one,  even  those 
who  were  most  enthusiastic  in  supporting  it, 
would  agree  that  the  change  has  had  the  de* 
sired  effect.  Prior  to  that  it  was  predicted 
with  equal  confidence  that  when  the  number 
of  members  was  reduced  from  ninety-five  to 
seventy-four  the  sessions  would  be  shorter; 
^  but  experience  has  not  home  out  that 
opinion.  Every  year  the  session  oon« 
tinues  to  lengthen,  and  Hansard  continues  to 
increase  in  size.  Last  year  the  Government 
took  a  departure  which  we  all  thought  would 
conduce  to  expedite  buRiness.  Bills  whioh  had 
been  advanc^  to  the  second-reading  stage 
were  proceeded  with  in  the  following  session  ae 
from  that  stage.  Yet  last  session,  Sir,  was 
among  the  longest  on  record,  and  Hansard  wae 
larger  than  ever.  Hence  the  lessons  of  ex- 
perience do  not  show  that  the  innovations 
from  time  to  time  attempted  have  had  any- 
thing but  the  opposite  effect.  In  the  Speech 
which  we  are  now  debating,  perhaps  not  the 
least  important  announcement  is  that  the 
Marine  scandal  has  been  referred  to  a  Royal 
Commission.  Although  it  is  natural  that  Uie 
members  of  the  Opposition  should  take  excep- 
tion to  that  course,  I  am  bound  to  confess  that, 
looking  at  the  facte  impartially,  it  appears 
that  the  wisest  course  has  been  taken.  There 
are  precedents  also  in  other  Parliamento  for 
this  course.  Quite  recently  a  member  of  the 
Victorian  Parliament,  Mr.  Frank  Madden, 
brought  charges  against  the  Lands  Department, 
alleging  that  Mr.  David  Syme,  of  the  Mel- 
bourne Age,  had  obtained  by  improper  means, 
and  by  the  connivance  of  the  Lands  Depart- 
ment, certain  valuable  properties.  That  charge 
has  been  referred  by  the  Tumor  Government 
to  a  Royal  Commission. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbxb.— There  was  no  Minister 
involved. 

Mr.  O'REGAN.— Yes,  the  Minister  of  Lands  is 
involved.  But  it  seems  somewhat  inconsistent 
that  the  members  of  the  Opposition  should  rail 
at  the  Government  for  havmg  taken  this  course 
when  they  have  time  after  time  denounced 
the  findings  of  parliamentary  Committees,  and 
denounced  them  as  partisan  judges.  Any  one 
who  has  read  their  speeches  during  the  receis 
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must  conolade  that,  in  oonnfotion  with  this 
unfortunate  affair,  they  have  long  sinoe  made 
up  their  minds.  The  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  M.  S.  Mackenzie),  speaking 
during  the  recess,  spoke  of  the  incident  as 
one  that  would  have  disgraced  a  South  Ameri- 
can  republic ;  and  more  recently  still,  at 
Qore,  the  honourable  gentleman  commented 
unfavourably  on  the  fact  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Mataura,  when  addressing  his  con- 
stituents, had  avoided  all  reference  to  the 
scandal ;  the  conclusion  being,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  said,  that  the  incident  was 
too  dirty  for  an  honest  man  to  mention.  Yet, 
after  having  expressed  his  opinion  so  emphati- 
cally, the  honourable  gentleman  would  like  to 
be  appointed  a  judge ;  and  the  same  remark 
Applies  with  equal  cogency  to  some  other  of 
his  colleagues  of  the  Opposition.  One  thing 
which,  to  my  mind,  has  been  overlooked  by  pre- 
vious speakers  is  that,  by  agreeing  to  the  case 
being  dealt  with  by  a  Royal  Commission,  Par- 
liament virtually  expresses  its  inability  to  deal 
with  the  question.  To  my  mind,  this  points  to 
the  decadence  of  party  government.  It  is  not 
in  this  colony  alone,  but  all  over  the  civilised 
world,  that  the  findings  of  parliamentary 
Committees  are  received  by  the  public  with 
considerable  Rcepticism.  Quite  recently  a 
Committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
Jameson  raid,  in  the  Transvaal,  and  any  one 
who  reads  the  English  papers  can  come  to  but 
one  conclusion — that  the  British  public  do  not 
take  seriously  the  decision  of  that  Committee. 
Indeed,  speaking  from  my  experience  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Parliament  for  nearly  six  years,  I  have 
found  that  whenever  parly  questions  are  in- 
volved before  parliamentary  U-mmittees  it  is 
impossible  to  come  to  a  judicial  decision. 
That  may  seem  a  very  serious  statement,  but 
every  one,  even  those  who  support  the  present 
system  of  party  government,  will  not  deny  its 
truth.  Surely  there  is  food  for  reflection  in  this. 
The  present  incident  affords  only  one  more 
proof  of  the  arguments  repeatedly  advanced 
in  this  House  and  out  of  it— that  the  time  has 
arrived  for  a  change  in  the  system  of  govern- 
ment. Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  wise  to  refer  to 
the  scandal  at  length  just  at  present,  partly 
because  previous  speakers  have  referred  to  it 
at  length,  but  chiefly  because  the  matter  is, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  suh  judice.  But 
I  wouLl  ask  members,  who  in  a  few  months  will 

f)  before  their  constituents,  to  weigh  well  what 
have  pointed  out  to  them — that  this  Parlia- 
ment has  confessed  its  incompetence  to  deal 
with  the  scandal ;  and  I  would  ask  them  to 
consider  whether,  that  being  the  case,  party 
government  has  not  quite  outlived  its  useful- 
ness. I  would  direct  their  attention  to  a  con- 
troversy which  has  lately  been  going  on  in  the 
Nin4teinth  Century  and  in  tbe  columns  of 
the  London  Times  between  Professor  Goldwin 
Smith  and  Mr.  Kebbell,  in  which  the  question 
of  party  government  is  ably  dealt  with,  and  at 
length.  They  will  find  in  it  arguments  well 
worthy  the  consideration  of  public  men.  Sir, 
It  is  generally  understood  that  His  Excellency's 
Speech  really  emanates  from  his  Advisers.    I 

Mr,  0*Regan 


think  we  may  readily  believe  that  the  third 
paragraph  therein,  in  which  His  Excellency 
refers  to  the  loyalty  evinced  towards  himself, 
is  one  which  might  have  emanated  from  him- 
self. It  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that, 
no  matter  what  may  be  our  internal  political 
differences,  we  always  meet  on  the  common 
ground  of  loyalty  to  that  Empire  of  which  New 
Zealand  is  a  part.  I  shall  not  be  surprised 
hereafter  to  learn  that  when  His  Excellency 
returns  to  his  native  land  he  will  endeavour  to 
convince  the  minority  of  his  countrymen  who 
think  otherwise  that  local  self-government  does 
not  mean  the  dismemberment  of  tbe  Empire — 
that,  on  the  contrary,  it  means  its  unification 
and  permanence.  We  are  too  disposed  to 
forget  the  achievements  of  those  who  in  the 
early  part  of  the  present  century  fought  the 
battle  of  local  self-government  for  the  colonies. 
There  was  then  a  strong  party  in  England 
who  feared  that  the  Australian  Colonies,  follow- 
ing the  example  of  the  American  Colonies, 
would  sever  their  connection  with  Britain. 
We  owe  it  to  those  who  fought  the  battle  of 
local  self-government — the  Gladstones,  the 
O'Connells,  and  Brights— that  to-day  no  one 
dreams  of  such  a  thing.  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  real  secret  of  the  strength,  unity,  solidarity, 
and  grandeur  of  the  British  Empire  lies  m 
that  local  self-government  which  each  of  the 
colonies  enjoys.  And  it  is  a  matter  for  con- 
gratulation that  in  New  Zealand  the  Maori 
people  unite  with  the  Europeans  in  manifest- 
ing their  respect  to  the  gentleman  who  for  the 
time  being  represents  Her  Majesty  in  New 
Zealand.  It  appears  to  me,  Sir,  that  the 
majority  of  members  in  this  House  are  alto- 
gether too  indifferent  in  regard  to  the  Maori 
race.  How  many  of  us  take  that  interest  in 
the  Native  problem  that  it  deserves?  I 
venture  to  say  that  in  this  respect,  as  in 
many  other  cases,  we  allow  too  much  to  be 
done  by  a  few  members  of  the  House.  It  is 
a  matter  for  regret  that  the  Maori  people  are 
diminishing  in  numbers,  and  all  the  more  so 
because  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  be  so. 
Neither  is  there  any  reason  for  us  to  conclude 
that  the  Maori  people  are  not  in  every  respect 
equal  with  ourselves,  if  only  legislation  were 
devised  for  their  proper  protection.  It  seems 
to  me  that  we  err  gravely  in  treating  them  only 
as  children  should  be  treated.  We  should  deal 
with  them  as  men,  and  saddle  upon  them  the 
responsibilities  of  citizenship.  The  communistic 
system  under  which  most  of  the  Maoris  are 
living,  admirable  as  it  may  be  for  a  community 
of  barbarians,  is  wholly  incompatible  with  that 
higher  civilisation  that  we  should  hope  to  see 
the  Maori  people  attain,  and  I  think  the  time  has 
arrived  when  members  should  take  into  serious 
consideration  whether  Maori  titles  to  the  land 
should  not  be  individualised,  or,  at  least,  some 
encouragement  given  them  to  settle  as  Euro- 
peans, and  abandon  hapu  and  pa  life.  As  the 
law  now  stands,  although  the  Maori  lan4  is 
enhanced  in  value  by  European  settlement, 
tbe  making  of  roads,  et  cetera,  it  is  amenajble 
to  neither  rates  nor  taxee»  Such  %  fysteia  ia 
just  to  neither  Maoris  nor  Europeans.    Both 
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ncM  Bhoold  be  treated  exactly  alike,  and  until 
NUie  legislation  is  passed,  based  on  that  prin- 
oiple,the  Maoris  will  continue  indifferent  andin- 
ddent.    I  venture  to  say,  Sir,  notwithstanding 
the  time-honoured  saying,  regarded  by  many 
people  as  almost  a  truism— that  you  oannot 
make  people  virtuous  by  Act  of  Parliament— 
tbat  if  such  legislation  were  passed,  and  the 
Maoris  given  some  inducement  to  discontiDue 
the  communistic   system   under   which   they 
are  now  living,  some  of  them  at  least  would 
take  up  land    and  settle  on  it  in  the  same 
manner  as  Europeans,  and  we  would  do  more 
good  for  them  than  can  be  done  under  present 
oonditions    by    all    the    missionaries    in    the 
colony.    What  is  the  good  of  teaching  doctrines 
to  people  who  live  under  the  conditions  which 
make  their  practice  almost  impossible  ?    Not- 
withstanding   all  the  well-meant   efforts  ex- 
pended in  this  direction,  the  Maoris  continue 
to  degenerate  and  decay,  and  it  will  be  a  last- 
ing reproach  to  the  colony  if   a  race  distin- 
goished  for  so  many  virtues  should  be  allowed 
to  disappear.    Sir,  the  Premier  naturally  has 
leoeived  considerable  adulation  for  the  action 
he  took  in  connection  with  the  difficulty  in  the 
Samoan  Islands ;  but,  while  I  am  willing  to  give 
efery  credit  to  the  honourable  gentleman  for  his 
motives,  I  do  not  regret  that  our  Volunteers 
were  saved  the  trouble  of  visiting  Samoa.     I 
do  not  suppose  that  it  matters  what  members 
of  tbia    House    say    regarding    questions    of 
Imperial  policy,  but  I  cannot  allow  the  oppor- 
tunity  to   pass   without    cordially   expressing 
my  full  agreement  with  the  views  enunciated 
by  the   leader   of   the  Opposition — that    the 
bombardment  reflects  no  credit  on  those  who 
were  responsible  for  it.    Any  one  who  reads 
the  story  of  the  position  iu  Samoa,  as  told  by  a 
Tery  impartial  and  able  authority,    the    late 
Mr.  R.  L.  Stevenson,  must  conclude   that  if 
aoy   one    is   entitled    to    the    kingahip  it    is 
Hataafa.     It  was  only   to  be   expected    that 
there  should  be  dissatisfaction  and  revolt  when 
Vataafa  was  deprived  of  the   throne    by  the 
connivance  of  Mr.  Justice  Chambers,  and  a 
usurper  placed  on  the    throne.    I  understand 
tbat   one   of  the  features  of  the    settlement 
effected  by  the  Commission  is  that  the  kingship 
la  to  be  abolished ;  and   that  is  the    proper 
course  if    peace  is  to  be  insured  in  Samoa. 
There  is  no  more  fruitful  source  of  turbulence 
and  discord  than  these  pettifogging  kingships. 
The  occupant  of  the  throne  for  the  time  being 
is  usually  a  cipher  in  the  hands  of  the  dominant 
clique,  and    some    other    clique    is  generally 
aoQvely  endeavouring  to  undermine  him.    In 
the  interest  of  good  government,  and  for  the 

Seaoe  of  Samoa,  the  Commission  has  therefore 
one  the  right  thing  in  abolishing  the  kingship. 
But  it  is  not  a  matter  for  satisfaction  that  the 
ships  of  the  two  greatest  civilised  powers,  in  the 
interests  of  a  youthful  usurper,  wrecked  peaoe- 
M  Samoan  villages  and  destroyed  innocent 
lives.  Sorely,  Sir,  it  is  a  matter  for  congratu- 
lation that  New  Zealand  Volunteers  had  no 
hand  in  the  affair.  Mention  of  Samoa  recalls 
the  fact  that  many  years  ago  Sir  Julius  Vogel 
proposed    that  Samoa  should  be  annexed  to 


New  Zealand,  which  fact  affords  another  in- 
stance of  the  f  oresightedness  of  that  able  states- 
xnan.  It  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  his  ideas 
in  this,  as  in  many  other  respects,  did  not 
receive  more  serious  attention.  This  House 
has  this  session  paid  the  tribute  that  Parlia- 
ment always  pays  to  the  memories  of  New 
Zealand's  distinguished  public  men.  But  I  do 
hope  this  session  will  not  conclude  withoitt 
something  more  substantial  being  done  for 
the  widow  of  Sir  Julius  Vogel.  There  aremany 
who  differed  from  Sir  Julius's  politics,  but  it 
oannot  be  denied  that  he  was  one  of  New 
Zealand's  greatest  men.  To  him  we  owe  the 
institution  of  the  Public  Trust  Office  and  of 
the  Government  Insurance  Department.  The 
last  mentioned  has  had  the  effect  of  promoting 
thrift  amongst  the  people,  and  has  secured  in- 
dependence to  many  who  otherwise  would  have 
been  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  charitable 
aid.  In  respect  to  his  public-works  poltoy, 
although  it  is  easy  for  us  to  criticize  now,  if  we 
carry  ourselves  back  to  the  time  when  he  enun- 
ciated it  we  shall  understand  the  grandeur  of 
his  motives.  It  was  just  after  the  Maori  war, 
and  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  realising  that,  if  the 
colony  was  to  be  saved  from  the  dread  possi- 
bility of  another  war,  it  was  necessary  to 
promote  settlement,  propounded  his  policy  of 
public  works  and  immigration.  If  the  policy 
has  not  had  the  good  effect  that  many 
expected  from  it,  that  is  due  rather  to  its 
perversion  than  to  anv  inherent  defect.  It 
should  also  be  remembered  that  those  days 
were  the  days  when  provincialism  was  ram- 
pant, and  Sir  Julius  Vogel  had  to  plan  colonial 
schemes  and  carry  them  into  effect  with  pro- 
vincial tools.  Few  nowadays  adequately  realise 
the  difficulties  he  had  to  contend  against,  be- 
cause the  provincial  spirit,  although  it  still 
obtains  to  some  extent  in  the  colony,  is  rapidly 
being  replaced  by  a  healthier  national  feeling. 
We  have  already  voted  gratuities  to  the  widows 
of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  and  Mr.  Ballance,  and  I 
think  it  is  no  disparagement  to  them  to  say 
that,  having  regard  to  the  distinguished  ser- 
vices rendered  to  the  colony  at  a  critical  period 
of  its  history  by  her  late  husband,  the  widow  of 
Sir  Julius  Vogel  is  equally  entitled  to  some  con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  Parliament,  more 
especially  as  she  is  left  in  indigence.  It  is  a 
matter  for  congratulation  to  be  assured  in  the 
Speech  that  the  railway  revenue  of  the  colony 
continues  to  increase,  but  in  this  connection  I 
believe  we  have  gone  far  enough  for  the  present 
in  the  matter  of  reduced  railway  freights.  Com- 
mendable as  these  reductions  are,  they  are,  after 
all,  chiefly  concessions  to  the  propertied  classes, 
and  I  shall  object  to  their  being  carried  further 
while  there  are  adult  labourers  in  the  railway 
service  receiving  the  miserable  wflige  of  78.  a 
day.  Last  year  I  was  one  of  a  deputation  who 
interviewed  the  Minister  for  Railways,  and  re- 
presented the  advisability  of  giving  some  in- 
crease in  the  wages  of  casual  labourers  and 
platelayers,  who  then  were  receiving  6s.  6d.  a 
day.  As  a  result  of  the  representations  mado 
the  wages  were  increased  to  7b.,  and  I  am  told 
now  that  in  some  parts  of  the  oolony  that  is  (v 
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very  fair  wage.  I  oan  only  answer  that  there 
are  other  portions  of  the  colony  where  it  is 
wholly  an  inadequate  wage,  aod  especially 
does  that  apply  to  the  west  coast  of  the  Soath 
Island.  If  the  Minister  finds  it  impossible  to 
raise  the  wages  of  adult  labourers  in  the  rail- 
way eervioe  throughout  the  colony  to  at  least 
8s.  a  day,  then  most  undoubtedly  he  should 
introduce  a  Bill  providing  for  the  payment 
of  diHersntlal  rates ;  because  I  can  assure  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  there  is  strong  and 
well-grounded  dissatisfaction  among  the  rail- 
way servants — especially  the  casual  labourers 
and  the  platelayers — who  at  present  are  con- 
demned to  the  indignity  of  having  to  provide 
for  their  wives  and  families  on  the  miserable 
stipend  of  7s.  a  day,  and  that  for  casual 
employment.  We  are  promised  a  Bill  this 
session  to  insure  the  payment  of  fair  wages 
on  Qovemment  and  local  bodies*  contracts. 
Let  us  hope,  Sir,  that  this  is  intended  to 
apply  to  the  Bailway  Department  as  well, 
llien,  Sir,  we  are  also  promised  some  amend- 
ment, but  the  scope  of  it  is  not  stated,  to  the 
Industrial  (Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act. 
In  this  connection  I  feel  called  upon  to  make 
just  a  few  remarks  of  warning.  The  Act  is  one 
of  the  wisest  and  most  beneficent  measures 
ever  passed  by  this  Parliament,  but  it  seems 
that  there  is  a  danger  of  its  provisions  being 
carried  to  excess,  and  its  intentions  perverted. 
During  the  past  year  there  appears  to  have 
been  a  tendency  to  Invoke  the  machinery  of 
the  Act  in  connection  with  the  most  trifling 
disputes,  and,  if  that  is  not  guarded  against, 
the  whole  intention  of  the  Act  will  be  reversed. 
Instead  of  being  a  measure  for  conciliation 
and  arbitration,  it  will  degenerate  into  a  means 
of  promoting  continual  exasperation  between 
employer  and  employed;  and  industry,  in- 
stead of  being  carried  on  by  peaceful  co- 
operation, will  be  carried  on  oy  contend- 
ing factions.  Sir,  the  best  friends  of  the 
measure  and  of  those  whose  interests  it  was  de- 
vised to  conserve  are  those  who  would  counsel 
moderation,  and  an  intention  to  abide  by  the 
decision  of  the  Courts  and  to  loyally  observe  the 
awards  ;  and,  if  we  are  to  end  industrial  dis- 
putes, the  machinery  of  the  Act  muet  not  be 
invoked  in  connection  with  mere  personal 
grievances,  otherwise  the  predictions  of  the 
opponents  of  conciliation  and  arbitration  will 
be  amply  verified.  In  this  connection  I  would 
point  out  that  the  first  who  uttered  a  note  of 
warning  in  this  direction  was  the  late  Minister 
of  Labour  and  author  of  the  Act,  the  Hon.  W. 
P.  Beeves.  Sir,  we  are  again  to  have  a  Bill  to 
prevent  usury.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
possible  to  frame  a  workable  measure  for  the 
purpose  ;  at  any  rate  human  experience  is  en- 
tirely against  it.  Legislation  against  usury  has 
been  devised  during  t)ie  Middle  Ages  in  dif- 
ferent European  countries,  England  included, 
but  in  every  case  the  experiment  failed.  An 
important  step  in  the  direotion  contemplated 
by  the  Government  would  be  to  abolish  the 
present  mortgage- tax.  I  agree  in  this  respect 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata. 
The  theory  of  the  land-  and  income-tax  of  1892 
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is  that  improvements  are  to  be  entirely  exemnt, 
and  mortgagees  are  treated  as  landowners,  the 
mortgagor  deducting  from  his  land  -  value  tbs 
amount  of  his  mortgage,  and  land  -  tax  is 
charged  to  the  mortgagee  to  that  amount. 
Now,  it  must  be  apparent  to  any  one  who  gives 
a  moment's  reflection  to  the  subject  that 
mortgages  are  held  over  both  the  improved 
and  unimproved  value,  and  if  we  tax  mortgages 
we  must  tax  improvements.  It  ia  true  ttie 
mortgagor  enjoys  an  apparent  exemption,  but 
the  real  fact  is  that  the  mortgagee  charges  the 
taxation  on  the  mortgage  by  increasing  the  rats 
of  interest,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  will  bs 
verified  by  every  person  in  the  colony  who  has 
given  consideration  to  the  question.  The  abo- 
lition of  the  mortgage-tax  should  therefore  be  a 
feature  in  the  proposed  anti-usuzy  legislaUoo. 
And  now,  Sir,  I  would  just  offer  a  few  remaiks 
about  the  Oustoms  duties.  We  are  told  in  the 
Address  from  His  Excellency  that, — 

*'  Doubts  exist  respecting  the  equality  of 
sacrifice  as  between  direct  and  indirect  uoa- 
tion.  Inquiries  will  be  made,  .and,  if  it  Is 
found  that  inequalities  exist,  and  that  adjust- 
ment is  necessary,  my  Advisers  are  of  opinioii 
that  such  adjustment  should  be  in  the  direo- 
tion of  reducing  the  duties  on  the  neoessariei 
of  life." 

Doubts  exist,  forsooth !  I  have  no  doubt  at 
all  about  the  question.  I  was  surprised  when 
listening  to  the  speech  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Millar),  who  seconded 
the  Address  in  Heply,  that  he  endeavoured  to 
defend  the  Oustoms  taxation.  It  appeared  to 
me  peculiar  that  a  gentleman  who  was  elected 
to  represent  the  interests  of  the  working-classes 
should  advocate  the  continuance  of  the  heavy 
indirect  taxation  which'obtains  in  this  odony. 
I  cannot  understand  how  any  one  could  say  for 
a  moment  that  any  doubt  existed  as  to  the 
inequality  of  sacrifice  between  direct  and  in- 
direct taxation.  It  is  an  admitted  principle 
that  direct  taxation  always  falls  chiefly  upon 
the  rich,  and  that  indirect  taxation  falls  chiefly 
upon  the  mass  of  the  people — the  poor.  When 
we  refiect  that  the  direct  taxation  of  the  colony 
amounts  to  only  a  little  over  £400,000  an- 
nually, while  the  indirect  taxation  totals 
nearly  £2,000,000,  it  must  appear  obvious 
that  there  is  no  comparison  between  the  two 
on  the  score  of  equality  of  sacrifice.  8ir, 
comparatively  speaking,  the  mass  of  the  people 
pay  far  more  taxation  than  the  rich,  ukd,  of 
course,  much  more  than  they  should.  The 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Oity  said  that, 
when  you  narrowed  the  question  down,  there 
was  nothing  in  it,  and  I  quite  agree  with  him. 
If  you  narrow  it  down  there  is  not  much  in  it, 
for  the  phrases  "  the  necessaries  of  life  '*  and 
"  a  free  breakfast-table  **  are  exceedingly  inde- 
finite, and  mtkj  mean  very  much  or  nothing  at 
all.  To  my  mind,  they  are  humbugging  phrases 
that  should  not  be  used  at  all  in  discussing  the 
question.  The  honourable  gentleman  told  ui 
that,  if  we  reduced  taxation  on  the  necessaries 
of  life,  it  would  only  mean  a  reduction  of  taxa- 
tion to  the  amount  of  £288,000,  and  that  would 
only  mean  about  one  penny  per  head  of  the 
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popplfttioii  of  the  colony.  In  the  first  place,  the 
onties  on  the  necessaries  of  life  mean  a  great  deal 
mora;  and,  in  the  second,  the  honoarable  gentle- 
man did  not  state  the  position  fairly  in  cal- 
ealating  the  taxation  on  the  whole  of  the 
people.  The  proper  way  to  arrive  at  a  com- 
putation as  to  the  amoant  of  taxation  paid  is 
to  oonsider  only  the  producers.  Accoraing  to 
the  last  New  Zealand  Year-book,  the  namber 
of  bread-winners  in  the  oolony,  although  the 
population  is  about  746,000  (exolnding  Maoris), 
smounts  to  only  about  three  hundred  thousand. 
If  the  honoarable  gentleman  makes  a  caloula- 
tloD  based  on  that  number — and  it  is  the  only 
Iftir  way — he  will  find  that  the  taxation  per 
bead  paid  by  the  working-classes  is  considerably 
more  than  he  endeavoured  to  make  the  House 
Mteve.  Now,  I  will  just  quote  a  few  of  the 
-duties  which  are  oortainly  duties  on  the  neces- 
flaries  of  life.  I  do  not  pretend  to  have  included 
in  this  category  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  but 
I  have  excluded  everything  that  might  not 
be  flo  considered  ;  Kerosene,  £59,320;  sugar, 
£147,900;  raisins,  £15,400;  dried  fruits  (other 
kinds),  £8,000;  coffee,  £2,200;  coffee  essence, 
£1,100;  ooooa  and  chocolate,  £8,200;  tea, 
iTBJOO;  rioe,  £16,000;  salt,  £4,800;  starch, 
£1,700.  This  totals  about  £337,800,  which, 
with,  say,  25  per  cent,  added — a  very  modest 
computation  —  as  allowance  for  importers' 
tnd  retailers'  profits,  makes  a  total  of  about 
£422,000.  By  reckoning  the  duties  per  head 
upon  the  bread-winners  of  the  oolony,  then, 
as  they  should  be  reckoned,  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  find  that  the  total  taxation 
amounts  not  to  Id.  per  head,  as  he  endea- 
voured to  persuade  the  House,  but  to  some- 
thing Mkb  two  guineas  a  year ;  and  the  amount 
is  really  much  greater,  because  you  must  also 
reckon  those  dependent  on  the  bread-winners, 
g  QQ  But,  in  reality,  the  necessaries  of  life 
*  include  a  great  deal  more  than  I  have 
enamerated  in  the  foregoing  category.  Here 
are  a  few  equally  pernicious  taxes,  which  will 
have  to  be  abolished  if  we  carry  into  effect  the 
proposals  to  reduce  duties  on  what  are  really 
necessaries :  Ootton  piece-goods,  £80,000 ;  tin- 
ware, £2,800 ;  brush  ware  and  brooms,  £1,500 ; 
china  and  porcelain  ware,  £8,200 ;  clocks, 
£8,000 ;  oork,  .£1,150 ;  cutlery,  £4,600 ;  cream 
of  tartar,  £2,600;  earthenware,  £8,000;  iron 
galvanised  and  eheet),  £21,000;  lamps,  lan- 
terns, and  wiokR,  £3,000;  glucose,  molasses, 
and  treacle,  £6,465;  spices,  £3,400;  whale, 
olive,  and  other  oils,  £8,000:  or  a  total  of 
£121,260,  whiob,  added  to  the  first  category, 
me^es  about  £580,000,  including,  of  course, 
the  allovranoe  for  tradesmen's  profits.  But 
the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  state  the 
position  fairly.  Speaking  at  Kaitangata  re- 
cently, he  quoted  figures  to  show  that  the 
graduated  tax  had  not  carried  out  the  in- 
tentions of  those  who  introduced  it,  and  he 
proTed  that  a  very  small  proportion  of  people 
still  owned  large  areas  of  land  in  the  colony. 
The  honourable  gentleman  must  know  that  if 
ihe  duties  referred  to  were  reduced,  not  only 
would  the  wages  of  the  people  be  considerably 
<increa8ed|J  in  consequence  of  cheaper  goods, 


but  the  labouring  classes  would  be  materially 
benefited  by  large  areas  of  land  being  either 
more  advantageously  used  or  forced  into  the 
market.  The  benefit  of  abolishing  these  duties 
cannot,  therefore,  be  estimated  by  merely 
reckoning  the  reduction  per  head  in  taxation. 
In  referring  to  the  Customs  duties  in  his 
Budget  last  year,  the  Treasurer  remarks  that, 
if  the  tariff  is  to  be  interfered  vrich  at  all,  any 
change  must  be  in  the  direction  of  increasing 
direc  b  and  decreasing  indirect  taxation .  *  *  Tariff 
tinkering,"  to  use  the  words  of  the  Treasurer, 
"should  be  avoided."  The  announcement  in 
the  Speech  this  year  is  exceedinglv  indefinite  ; 
but  the  Treasurer,  in  his  last  Budget,  has 
virtually  given  a  pledge  that  the  wrangling  of 
1895  will  not  be  repeated,  and  that  any  change 
will  be  in  the  direction  I  have  indicated.  The 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Oity  (Mr. 
Millar)  also  complained  because  certain  people 
in  Dunedin  had  imported  certain  dredgmg 
machinery  from  Melbourne,  to  prevent  whion 
he  advocated  increasing  the  duty  on  mining 
machinery  to  20  per  cent.  One  of  the 
blots  on  the  tariff  of  1895  v^as  the  duty 
on  mining  machinery.  It  does  not  amount 
to  very  much,  it  is  true,  but  the  principle 
is  exceedingly  bad,  and  still  we  have  here  a 
labour  member  who  wants  it  increased.  The 
dredging  industry  in  the  South  has  assumed 
such  proportions  that  the  Dunedin  foundries 
are  kept  going  continually,  and  are  unable  to 
keep  pace  with  the  demand  for  dredges.  A 
case  has  been  brought  under  my  own  notice, 
where,  after  paying  rent  on  a  dredging  area  for 
eighteen  months,  the  owners  were  obliged  to 
send  to  Melbourne  for  dredging  machinery ;  and 
why  should  they  not  ?  What  right  has  any  one 
to  take  exception  to  that?  Yet,  in  order  to 
prevent  this,  in  order  to  compel  people  to  wait 
until  such  time  as  the  Dunedin  foundries  are 
able  to  meet  the  demand,  in  order  to  compel 
people  to  continue  paying  rent  without  any 
return,  he  wants  to  impose  an  exorbitant  duty. 
Sir,  those  who  know  me  best  know  that  I  am 
a  man  of  peaoeable  disposition ;  but  I  promise 
the  honourable  gentleman  that,  if  he  ever  at- 
tempts to  give  effect  to  his  proposal  while  I  am 
in  the  House,  I  will  fight  him  with  political  bare 
knuckles,  to  prevent  those  connected  with  the 
mining  industry  being  insulted  by  placing  such 
an  atrocious  duty  on  their  machinery.  Then, 
the  honourable  gentleman  wanted  to  increase 
the  duty  on  bicycles.  Well,  there  may  be  those 
who  defend  the  taxation  of  bicycles  on  the  ground 
that  they  are  luxuries.  I  consider  them  a  utili- 
tarian invention.  They  have  been  the  means 
of  edbnomizing  time  to  many  people,  and  they 
have  also  been  of  great  benefit  to  people  of 
sedentary  occupations,  in  that  they  have 
enabled  these  people  to  have  the  advantage  of 
healthy  physical  exercise.  The  price  of  the 
bicycle  is  much  higher  than  it  ought  to  be 
because  of  the  extraordinary  monopolies  en- 
joyed by  many  patentees  in  connection  with 
them.  But  we  already  derive  from  bicycles, 
and  the  materials  used  in  connection  with  the 
manufacture  of  bicycles  in  the  colony,  an 
annual    revenue    of   £22,000.     And   yet   the 
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honourable  gentleman  is  not  satisfied,  and  he 
advocates  an  increase  of  this  already  excessiye 
impost.  Well,  Sir,  I  am  sure  the  House  will 
never  agree  to  so  absurd  a  proposal.  I  would 
remind  the  honourable  gentleman  that  it  is  the 
attempt  to  carry  into  effect  the  principles  he 
formulated  that  has  made  Victoria  a  wreck  and 
Melbourne  a  city  of  sweating-dens.  Victoria's 
greatest  enemies  have  been  the  Trades  Hall — 
Air.  Trenwith  and  his  friends,  who  obtained 
power  by  giulling  the  people  with  abeuzdities 
such  as  this.  In  fact,  so  unfortunate  is  the 
position  of  Victoria  at  the  present  time,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  oft  -  reiterated  asser- 
tions of  Protectionist  politicians,  that  pro- 
tection was  their  settled  policy,  we  now  find 
them  exceedingly  glad  to  sneak  away  from 
their  vaunted  policy  under  the  skirts  of  Aus- 
tralian Federation.  Sir,  unmindful  of  lessons, 
stem  lessons,  like  these,  there  are  those  here 
who  would  have  Kew  Zealand  continue  in  the 
same  blind  path  of  folly.  Again,  let  us  con- 
sider the  imposts  through  the  Customs  upon 
patent  medicines.  I  am  aware  thai  there  are 
those  who  defend  these  on  the  ground  that 
these  medicines  are  really  injurious,  and  that 
their  consumption  should  not  be  encouraged. 
If  that  contention  is  true,  our  duty  is  to  levy 
prohibitive  duties  on  them,  and  to  prevent 
their  importation  into  the  colony  altogether. 
It  is  altogether  wrong  that  the  Qovernment 
should  have  a  vested  interest  in  them,  and  be 
dependent  upon  them  for  its  revenue.  But  I 
hold  that  many  of  these  patent  medicines  are 
really  useful,  and  in  the  best  sense  necessaries 
of  life.  Take  eucalyptus :  it  is  not  a  figure  of 
speech  to  say  that  eucalyptus  is  the  poor  man's 
friend.  It  is  indispensable  to  every  household, 
because  it  is  applicable  for  the  most  ordinary 
complaints;  and  yet  it  is  heavily  taxed,  and 
is  fully  60  per  cent,  dearer  than  it  should  be. 
But  I  do  not  think  it  is  at  all  necessary  to 
further  show  the  utter  inadvisability  of  giving 
effect  to  the  preposterous  proposals  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City.  I  think 
that,  on  reflection,  the  honourable  gentleman 
must  agree  that  we  have  already  gone  quite  far 
enough  with  a  policy  which  has  brought  nothing 
but  ruin  to  any  country  that  ever  attempted  it. 
It  is  time  something  was  done  to  reduce  the 
Customs,  and  I  shall  be  disappointed  if  it  is  not 
a  battle-cry  for  the  next  election.  We  are  told 
something  in  the  Speech  about  the  pror-perity 
of  the  colony.  Now,  this  word  *'  prosperity  "  is 
also  very  indefinite.  My  own  experience  is  that 
the  colony  is  far  from  being  as  prosperous  as 
I  would  wish  to  see  it.  A  great  many  of  the 
communications  that  I  have  sent  to  Ministers 
during  the  recess  have  been  on  behalf  of  con- 
stituents who  were  out  of  work.  I  contend 
it  is  a  mockery  to  talk  of  prosperity  while  we 
have  this  skeleton  in  the  cupboard— the  "  unem- 
ployed "  difficulty.  Surely  there  must  be  some- 
thing radically  wrong  in  a  country  like  this 
when  we  are  continually  being  beset  by  men 
out  of  work. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — It  is  not  the  country. 

Mr.  O'REGAN.— I  quite  agree  with  the 
honourable   gentleman    that    it    is    not    the 
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country.  Oar  country  has  been  blened  }af  a 
bountiful  Providence  with  resources  that  no 
other  country  possesses  —  resouroea  that  will 
yet  make  her  great  and  powerful.  I  am  bound 
to  admit  that  there  are  portions  of  the  colony 
which  are  exceedingly  prosperous.  In  Otigo 
and  Southland  every  one  seems  busy,  and  the 
reason  is  not  far  to  seek.  The  two  faetots 
which  have  helped  to  make  Otago  so  prosperous 
are  the  dredging  industry  and  the  rabbits.  The 
mining  industry  has  done  more  than  any  ether 
to  make  this  oolony  what  it  is,  eoid  there  is  do 
branch  of  that  industry  which  is  so  benefioial 
to  the  colony  as  dredging,  for  the  reason  that 
the  amount  of  capital  required  for  dredging 
operations  is  ezoeedingly  small,  and'  can  be 
raised  in  the  oolony.  The  gold  produced  ii 
therefore  distributed  amongst  our  own  people, 
and  does  not  go,  as  the  gold  from  quarts-vdos 
to  a  large  extent  does,  to  persons  elsewhere 
who  care  little  for  the  colony.  There  is  also 
something  due  to  legislation  in  connection  with 
the  dredging  industry.  Nearly  all  the  rivers  in 
the  South  are  marked  out,  but  the  law  does  aot 
allow  any  one  person  to  have  more  than  a  mib 
of  the  river.  If  the  law  did  not  place  that  lim^ 
tion  on  human  rapacity,  you  would  find  some- 
body rich  enough,  mean  enough,  and  gx^sedy 
and  unscrupulous  enough,  to  buy  up  a  whols 
river,  and  if  any  one  dared  to  question  his 
right  he  would  be  called  an  agitator  and  fad- 
dist. But  the  amount  of  wealth  won  from  the 
bed  of  the  river  by  dredging  is,  vulgarly  speak- 
ing, a  flea  bite  compared  to  the  gold  whioh 
comes  from  the  earth  in  the  forms  of  gcaiiw 
frozen  mutton,  wool,  and  other  produce.  In 
the  one  case,  however,  the  law  places  a  limit 
on  greed,  while  in  the  other  selfishness  is  al- 
lowed indefinite  play.  I  could  not  help  re- 
marking that  the  train  on  whioh  I  was  riding,, 
in  going  from  Dunedin  to  Inveroargill,  was  hdU 
an  hour  going  through  one  property.  I  would 
ask  any  thoughtful  man,  who  has  tiie  weUars 
of  his  country  at  heeirt,  whether  it  is  a  de- 
sirable state  of  things  that  so  much  good  land 
should  be  allowed  to  be  monopolised  by  one 
person  while  others  are  out  of  work  ? 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — What  land  are  you  re- 
ferring to  ? 

Mr.  O'BEQAN.— The  Edendale  Estate ;  bat 
it  is  only  a  case  in  point.  I  maintadn  that 
such  large  estates  are  not  suffioientiy  taxed,  as 
was  pointed  out  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Millar)  at  Kaitangata,  and 
I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  reme- 
dial legislation  will  be  introduced.  The  Speeeh,. 
Sir,  is  in  the  matter  of  brevity  a  markea  oon- 
traat  to  several  of  its  predecessors ;  bat,  even 
at  the  expense  of  prolixity,  I  regret  thai  men- 
tion has  not  been  made  of  Australian  federa- 
tion. That  is  a  question  whioh  affects  tto- 
people  of  this  colony  to  an  extent  whi<^,  I  regrst 
to  say,  Ministers  do  not  appear  to  adeqoalialy 
appreciate.  Geographical  position  and  the 
ties  of  kindred  combine  to  make  our  interesli 
laisely  identical  with  those  of  Australia ;  and, 
although  I  am  far  from  contending  that  New 
Zealand  would  be  reduced  to  the  position  of  one 
of  the  States  in  the  coming  Dominion  of  Aus- 
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tniia,  without  fear  of  oonbradiotion  I  do  say  | 
that  moTement  is  of  far  too  large  importance 
to  OS  to  be  altogether  ignored,  as  it  so  far  has 
been  ignored.  During  the  last  two  sessions  I 
l^sced  the  following  notice  of  motion  on  the 
Mar  Paper : — 

"That  this  House  cordially  sympathizes 
with  the  Federal  movement  in  Australia,  and 
earnestly  hopes  that  no  scheme  of  interoolo- 
ida]  (tee-trade  will  be  arrived  at  which  does  not 
^ij^y  to  this  oolong." 

That,  Sir,  contains  a  sentiment  to  which  I 
fentnre  to  think  not  a  single  member  of  this 
HoQse  would  take  exception.  If  this  House 
were  to  agree  to  it,  it  would  serve  to  remind 
the  people  of  Australia  that  we  in  New  Zea- 
land regarded  them  as  kindred,  and  the  culti- 
vation of  such  a  sentiment  must  inevitably  be 
productive  of  good.  But  bo  steadily  have  the 
rights  of  private  members  been  encroached  on 
daring  recent  years  that  it  now  seems  impos- 
sible for  one  to  move  an  abstract  resolution 
unless  he  has  recourse  to  the  unpleasant  and 
not  always  desirable  expedient  of  intercepting 
Supply.  Such  is  not  the  case  in  the  House  of 
Oommons,  where  private  members  every  ses- 
sion move  resolutions  and  arouse  debates, 
thereby  giving  members  a  reflex  of  popular 
opinion   in    connection    with    great    political 

Sestions.  But,  for  the  reason  I  have  re- 
red  to,  I  was  unable  to  move  the  resolution 
quoted,  and,  although  I  am  reluctant  to 
attempt  it  a  third  time,  I  cannot  refrain,  as  a 
Kew-iZealander,  and  I  hope  a  patriot — as  one 
who  believes  that  the  highest  ideal  of  nation- 
hood for  New  Zealand  is  oompatible  with 
Imperialism  in  the  best  sense — I  cannot  refrain 
from  expressing  regret,  not  so  much  at  the 
apathy  of  the  mass  of  the  people  as  at  the  stolid 
indifference  of  our  leading  public  men.  They 
•eem  to  agree  that  the  national  interests  are 
better  served  by  this  interminable  wrangle  for 
place,  than  by  cultivating  a  sentiment  which 
far  transcends  mere  parochialism  or  party,  or 
personal  bickerings.  I  must  confess,  also,  to  a 
feeling  of  surprise  at  the  indifference  of  the 
ccmmercial  community.  It  is  they  who  are 
most  directly  interested  in  this  question. 
Thanks  to  her  policy  of  Protection,  our  trade 
with  Victoria  has  steadily  declined  for  many 
ji^us  past,  while  our  trade  with  New  South 
Wales  nas  continued  to  increase  vear  by  year, 
pntil  to-dav  onr  trade  with  the  Mother-colony 
is  more  uian  half  our  total  trade  with  all 
the  other  Australian  Colonies.  But,  Sir,  the 
adoption  of  Federation  must  change  all 
that.  New  South  Wales  will  have  to  modify 
her  free-trade  policy.  She  will  then  have  to 
fsU  into  line  with  the  rest  of  the  several 
States  in  the  matter  of  Customs  duties, 
and  that  must  be  to  our  disadvantage.  I 
onderstand  that  Ministers  contend  that  the 
people  do  not  interest  themselves  in  this  ques- 
tion. Let  a  poll  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
be  taken  to-morrow,  and  I  venture  to  say  nine- 
tenths  of  them  will  emphatically  declare  for 
commerciaJ  freedom  with  Australia.  Why 
should  not  there  be  the  fullest  freedom  of  trade, 
at  any  rate  between  this  colony  and  Australia  ? 


I  fail  to  see  why  any  one,  even  on  the  vnretched 
ground  of  expediency,  can  defend  a  policy 
which  hampers  trade — the  difiuser  of  moral 
and  material  blessings.  Why,  then,  is  there 
this  apparent  conspiracy  of  silence  in  connec- 
tion with  this  great  question  ?  Why  should  a 
movement  fraught  with  such  grand  possibilities 
be  ignored  by  the  leading  public  men  of  this 
colony  ?  I  do  not  wish  further  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House.  There  are  several  questions 
mentioned  in  the  Speech  to  discuss  which 
opportanities  will  be  afforded  later  on.  But  I 
can  only  conclude  by  hoping,  notwithstanding 
the  opinion  that  this  session,  being  the  last  of 
this  Parliament,  must  necessarily  be  a  fruitless 
one,  that  we  will  not  go  to  our  constituents- 
without  having  achieved  some  practical  good, 
something  which  may  be  regarded  as  a  response 
to  the  prayer  with  which  His  Excellency's 
Speech  so  fittingly  concludes. 

Mr.  {iANG  (Waikato).— I  feel  sure,  Sir,  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down  will  excuse  me  if  I  do  not  take  up  much 
of  the  time  of  the  House  in  referring  to  the  re- 
marks which  he  has  made.  It  is  not  from  any 
want  of  courtesy  to  him.  However,  there  are 
one  or  two  subjects  which  I  must  touch  upon 
slightly.  One  is  the  reference  which  he  made 
to  our  dealings  with  the  Native  people.  That 
is  a  matter  of  great  interest  to  me.  In  the 
King-country,  in  the  Auckland  Province,  there 
are  over  two  million  acres  of  Native  land,  and 
that  land  has  been  shut  up  for  a  considerable 
time.  If  other  southern  members  held  the 
same  opinion  that  the  honourable  member  for 
the  BuUer  expressed  this  afternoon  the  greater 
portion  of  that  country  would  have  been 
settled  before  this.  I  may  be  pardoned  for 
referring  to  what  took  place  in  1894,  when 
the  Native  Land  Court  Bill  was  passing 
through  this  House.  I  may  state,  m  the 
first  place,  that  Bill  was  referred  to  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee,  and  that  Com- 
mittee took  immense  pains  with  the  Bill.  I 
think  the  work  occupied  them  some  weeks, 
and  when  it  came  down  to  this  House  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Committee  were  entirely  reversed 
by  the  votes  of  southern  members.  Members 
did  not  give  attention  to  the  matter  in  an^ 
shape  or  form,  but  simply  voted  when  the  divi- 
sion-bell rang.  During  the  discussion  which 
took  place  in  the  House  there  was  not  an 
average  of  more  than  twenty-eight  memb'^rs 
present.  I  do  not  altogether  blame  the  southern  ' 
members  for  not  taking  a  deep  interest  in  the 
question,  because  it  is  a  very  complicated  sub- 
ject, and  the  business  of  the  House  prevents  a 
member  attending  to  all  matters;  but  I  do 
blame  them  for  voting.  Had  they  refrained 
from  voting  that  Bill  would  never  have  been 
passed  in  the  form  it  was  passed  in  this  House ; 
and  its  being  passed  in  that  form  made  a 
wonderful  difference,  not  only  to  the  Waikato 
electorate  but  to  the  Auckland  Province,  foe 
the  greater  portion  of  the  King-country,  which 
is  now  unoccupied,  would  have  been  opened  for 
settlement.  The  people  of  Auckland  have  been 
making  a  great  deal  of  fuss  with  regard  to« 
getting  a  connecting  railway-line  with  Welling- 
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ton  by  way  of  Stratford,  bat  I  maintain  this 
matter  is  of  far  more  interest.  I  do  not  wibH 
to  belittle  the  importanoe  of  a  line  oonneoting 
Auckland  with  other  parts  of  the  oolony,  but  I 
say,  speaking  from  an  Auckland  City  point  of 
view,  it  woiUd  be  of  far  more  importanoe  to 
open  these  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  of 
land  in  the  King-country  than  to  have  that 
xailway  constructed,  for  everything  produced  in 
that  district  must  necessarily  go  to  Auckland, 
whereas  the  construction  of  the  railway  would 
make  little  or  no  difference  as  far  as  the  actual 
produce  is  ooncemed. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Is  the  land  any  good? 

Mr.  LANG. — A  great  deal  of  the  land  is  some 
of  the  finest  limestone  land  in  the  colony. 
There  are  about  three  hundred  thousand  acres 
of  limestone  laud— first-class  land— and,  as  far 
as  I  am  able  to  judge,  I  have  never  seen  better. 

An  Hon.  Mxmbxb. — There  is  a  lot  of  pumice 
too.  • 

Mr.  LANG.— In  some  parts  there  is  a  certain 
-area  of  pumice  land,  but  there  is  al*io  a  large 
area  of  first-class  land.  Between  Te  Kuiti  and 
Awakino,  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has 
just  interrupted  me  will  bear  me  out  in  the 
statement  that  it  is  first-class  grasing  country ; 
and  I  say  this :  Had  that  countrv  been  given 
the  chance  of  being  opened  up,  had  the  pre- 
•emptive  right  been  removed,  the  greater  por- 
tion would  have  been  taken  up  at  the  present 
moment.  I  will  give  you  an  illustration  to 
bear  out  what  I  say.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man knows  well  that  prior  to  1894  the  Natives 
had  a  free  hand  in  dealing  with  their  lands, 
but  in  the  King-country  the  Government  had 
the  pre-emptive  right.  But  there  are  certain 
areas  outside  that  district  that  were  taken  up 
prior  to  1894,  and  what  is  the  consequence? 
The  land  is  now  settled,  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  acres  have  been  cleared  and  put  into 
Sass,  it  is  carrying  stock,  and  it  is  employing 
hour;  whereas  the  land  lying  between  that  dis- 
trict and  the  railway — land  that  would  have 
been  taken  up  in  the  first  place  because  of  its 
being  in  a  better  position  on  account  of  nearness 
to  the  railway,  and  being  equally  as  good  if  not 
better  in  quality — is  still  in  a  state  of  nature. 
What  is  the  position  ?  The  Government  have 
put  their  foot  down,  and  said  the  Natives  shall 
sell  to  no  one  but  the  Grown.  The  Natives 
refuse  to  sell  to  the  Crown,  and  the  whole  thing 
remains  hung  up.  I  ask  southern  members 
what  they  would  say  if  large  blocks  of  land 
were  allowed  to  remain  in  such  condition  in 
their  own  electorates.  Would  they  sit  silent 
for  one  moment  and  allow  such  a  condition  of 
affairs  to  obtain  ?  Under  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Act,  by  which  the  Government  take  up 
land  that  is  being  occupied,  they,  at  any  rate, 
give  a  fair  valuation  for  it ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment seem  to  have  no  system  of  valuation  of 
this  land  in  the  King-country.  In  some  cases 
109.  an  acre  has  been  given  for  inferior 
land — land  that  some  people  would  not  occupy 
at  any  price,  while  on  the  other  hand  they 
have  offered  Ss.  6d.  an  aore  for  very  valu- 
able land.  It  goes  without  saying,  therefore, 
4hat  the  Natives,  under  the  circumstances,  will 
Mr.  hang 


not  dispose  of  their  land.  But,  if  I  have  time, 
I  will  dwell  on  Vbks  subject  later  on.  There  is 
another  matter  the  last  honourable  member 
touched  upon,  and  that  is  the  Marine  seaadal. 
He  said,  I  imderstood,  that  it  was  not  rii^t  foe 
members  of  the  House  to  dwell  on  this  subjeet, 
because  it  was  9ubjttdiee,  I  think  that  is  an 
altogether  wrong  position  to  take  up.  I  main- 
tain this  House  is  the  place  to  discuss  all  sooh 
questions  as  this.  As  to  the  reference  of  the 
honourable  member  to  a  Boyal  Oommisskn: 
What  was  the  objection  of  the  Opposition 
to  refer  this  to  a  Royal  Commission?  They 
simply  said  that,  when  a  Boyal  Ck>mmissioii 
was  set  up  on  a  former  oocaaion  to  inqutie 
into  anotner  matter,  MinisterB  refused  to 
give  evidence  before  it;  and  what  is  tbs 
use,  therefore,  of  appointing  a  Boyal  Com- 
mission in  this  case  in  view  of  the  pio- 
bability— at  any  rate  the  possibility— as  fsr 
as  we  know,  of  Ministers  refusing  to  give  evi- 
dence before  it.  I  intend  to  say  a  few  words 
about  this  Marine  scandal.  In  the  first  plaoe, 
it  is  not  my  intention  to  dwell  on  the  subjeet 
as  far  as  the  man  Jones  is  ooncemed.  It  has 
been  proved  before  the  Supreme  Court  that  hs 
got  his  certificate  by  fraud,  and  it  has  been  oen- 
celled,  and  there  is  therefore  no  need  to  dweD 
farther  on  that  portion  of  the  sabieot.  Tht 
question  before  this  House,  I  maintain,  is  thii: 
How  far  are  Ministers  involved  in  the  matter? 
That  is  what  this  House  wants  to  know,  and 
what  the  country  wants  to  know.  It  must  be 
plain  to  every  one  who  has  read  the  evidenee 
that  this  man  Jones  would  never  have  been 
allowed  to  go  up  for  his  examination  if  Minis- 
ters had  not  interfered  in  the  matter.  I  think 
that  must  be  plain  to  every  one,  for  every  one 
knew  that  the  action  was  meet  improper  and 
irregular.  When  the  Ministers  approached  the 
department,  every  one  of  them — Captain  AU- 
man,  Mr.  Glasgow,  and  Mr.  Allpori--said  that 
the  thing  was  improper  and  irregular,  and 
still  it  was  authorised  in  spite  of  them.  What 
Ministers  ought  to  have  done,  if  they  had  done 
their  duty  when  they  got  that  reply,  was  to 
have  refrained  from  pressing  matters  any  fur- 
ther. The  Premier  admits  that  pressure  iiti 
brought  to  bear  on  him,  and  I  think  any  one 
who  has  closely  read  the  evidence  wOl  bs 
convinced  that  the  department  were  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Ministers  wished  this  msa 
to  be  pushed  through.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  asto- 
nishing to  me  to  hear  surprise  expressed  by 
some  members  of  this  House  that  Ministen 
should  be  deemed  capable  of  trying  to  do 
such  an  improper  and  illegal  action  as  this; 
but  I  may  point  out  that  similar  things  have 
occurred  before.  In  the  police  appointmenti 
have  we  not  had  instances  in  which  men  have 
presented  themselves  for  examination  and  been 
disqualified  for  some  cause  or  another,  and  yet, 
though  they  have  been  disqualified,  throofb 
the  infiuence  of  Ministers  they  have  been  taken 
on  in  the  Police  Force  in  spite  of  their  di>- 
qualifiation?  Are  not  such  cases  similar  to 
this  Marine  scandal?  Then,  again,  in  the  (M 
Service,  candidates  have  not  fulfilled  the  re- 
quirements of  passing  the   Civil  Servioe  es- 
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iinixiation,  and  yet  they  have  been  taken  on 
in  the  GM  Service. 

An  Hon.  lisMBSB.—No. 

Mr.  LANG. — It  has  been  proved  on  more 
thin  one  oocaeion.  And  then,  again,  when  the 
PoUee  Commission  was  sitting  was  it  not 
pored  that  a  certain  ez- constable  had  applied 
tsr  s  lioense  for  a  publichonse,  and  the  Inspec- 
tor wired  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Licensing 
Oammittee  to  the  efiect  that  he  oonld  not 
neommend  him  because  he  had  been  dismissed 
from  the  Force  for  miscondnct  ?  But  a  Minis- 
ter interfered  in  the  matter,  and  what  was  the 
eoDsequenoe  7  In  less  than  a  month  the  same 
Izupector  wired  to  say  that  he  believed  this 
man  would  make  an  excellent  publican.  I 
ha?e  given  you  three  instances  of  cases  similar 
to  this  Manne  scandal  that  have  occurred  be- 
fore. I  am  ready  to  admit  that  those  cases 
may  not  perhaps  be  as  serious  as  this  case, 
in  which  the  bves  of  the  people  might  be 
eonoemed;  but  ihe  one  case  is  just  as 
improper  and  irregular  as  the  others.  I  ask, 
What  would  happen,  or  what  does  happen, 
to  the  heads  of  departments  if  they  are  not 
willing  to  subordinate  what  they  believe  to  be 
right  to  the  will  of  Ministers  ?  Let  me  give  yoa 
a  oonple  of  illustrations.  Not  so  very  long  ago 
we  bad  brought  before  us  a  report  by  the  State 
Auditors  as  to  the  juggling  of  accounts  between 
tiie  Public  Works  and  the  Bail  way  Depart- 
ments. What  occurred  when  the  Auditors  re- 
ported this  tothe*House?  There  was  actually 
a  motion  moved  that  would  have  had  the  eiSeot, 
if  it  had  been  carried,  of  reducing  the  salaries 
of  the  Auditor  and  Assistant  Auditor.    Then, 

^Q  again,  in  the  case  of  Dr.  MacGregor, 
when  he  reported  so  strongly  about  the 
state  of  the  lunatic  asylums,  what  happened  ? 
Was  he  not  threatened  that  there  would  be 
another  Inspector  imported  from  the  Old 
Oonntry?  The  excuse  was  that  an  up- to  date 
man  was  wanted;  but  do  not  these  things 
always  follow  when  the  head  of  a  depart- 
ment does  anything  to  displease  the  Minis- 
ters? Then,  I  must  point  out  that  this 
scandal  would  never  have  come  to  light  if  it 
bad  not  been  for  Mr.  John  Hutcheson,  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City.  Minis- 
ten  had  a  very  serious  charge  brought  against 
them,  and  I  maincain  it  should  have  been  their 
dntyto  explain  the  matter — to  go  before  the 
people  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity, 
dther  on  the  public  platform  or  directly  the 
House  met.  But,  instead  of  that,  what  did 
the  Ministers  do  ?  Instead  of  explaining  the 
matter  fully,  it  was  their  endeavour,  if  possible, 
to  deceive  the  people.  I  will  show  you  how 
this  was  done  by  reading  extracts  from  the 
itatementn  made  by  the  Premier  in  Dunedin. 
I  do  not  intend  to  read  them  all,  as  they  have 
been  read  once  or  twice  already,  but  I  will  read 
a  portion  that  will  meet  the  case.  Of  course, 
if  honourable  members  like  I  will  read  the 
whole.  The  part  I  will  refer  to  is  this,  con- 
tained in  the  JPremier's  statement  in  Dunedin : 
"The  first  that  I  knew  of  Captain  Jones  or 
the  certifioate  was  after  the  speech  had  been 
Snade  by  Mr.  John  Hutcheson  in  the  House  of 


Representatives."  Then,  at  Lawrence  the  Pre- 
mier read  the  following  wire  from  the  Minister 
of  Marine: — 

"  Tou  [the  Premier]  were  not  in  the  country 
at  the  time,  and  we  at  no  time  had  any 
conversation  about  Jones,  his  certificate,  or 
anything  concerning  him  until  after  Mr. 
Hutohesou's  speech." 

There  is  the  one  point  I  would  like  to  lay 
stress  upon.  At  the  time  these  statements 
were  made  the  Premier  and  the  Minister  of 
Marine  had  not  the  remotest  idea  that  they 
would  be  called  upon  to  give  evidence  on  oath 
before  the  Supreme  Court.  Now,  of  course, 
any  one  who  did  not  know  the  Premier 
would  naturally  take  these  statements  as 
being  correct,  but  there  are  some  people  who 
have  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  him, 
and  they  receive  such  statements  as  these 
cum  grano  salts.  The  Premier  evidently  real- 
ised the  position,  and  he  had  to  get  a  wire 
from  the  Minister  of  Marine  to  back  up 
the  statement  he  made  to  endeavour  to  prove 
that  it  was  actually  true.  Now,  I  would 
ask  the  Ministers  how  they  reconcile  these 
statements  made  in  Dunedin  with  the  evi- 
dence that  came  out  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
It  was  there  proved  that  the  Premier  had  re- 
ceived a  deputation,  that  he  had  an  inter- 
view with  Captain  Fairchild  on  his  way  to 
Auckland,  and  had  also  sent  a  wire  from  Auck- 
land to  the  Minister  of  Marine  to  this  effect : — 

**  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  have  the 
question  of  a  certificate  for  Jones,  'Duco,' 
settled.  From  papers  presented  to  me  I  am 
of  opinion  he  is  entitled  to  what  he  wants." 

I  have  looked  very  carefully  into  all  the 
reports  of  speeches  made  by  Ministers,  and  I 
never  heard  of  one  occasion  on  which  they 
have  endeavoured  to  explain  the  difference 
between  the  statements  made  in  Otago  and 
the  evidence  given  in  the  Supreme  Court.  It 
fol loves  as  a  matter  of  course  that  both  state- 
ments cannot  be  right.  Let  honourable  mem- 
bers read  the  statements  made  by  the  Pre- 
mier at  Dunedin  and  the  statement  made 
on  oath  by  him  in  the  Supreme  Court.  I  say 
that  one  of  them  is  wrong ;  and  in  the  face  of 
this  the  Government  and  Ministers  claim  to  be 
entitled  to  wear  the  white  flower  of  a  blame- 
less life.  Surprise  has  been  expressed  by  mem- 
bers that  the  department  should  take  notice  of 
a  memorandum  that  was  sent  on  an  envelope. 
I  would  like  to  ask  members  to  remember  that 
this  was  to  bring  about  an  irregular  and  im- 
proper transaction ;  and  what  did  they  expect 
the  Minister  of  Marine  to  do  under  the  circum- 
stances? Did  they  expect  him  to  write  a 
formal  letter  to  the  head  of  his  department 
something  to  this  effect :  that  he, — the  Minister 
of  Marine, — though  he  knew  the  affair  was 
irregular  and  improper,  had  had  pressure 
brought  to  bear  on  him  by  the  Premier, 
and  therefore  he  wished  the  department 
to  push  it  through  in  Bpite  of  any  irregu- 
larity, or  of  its  being  an  improper  trans- 
action. Now,  I  maintain  that  it  would  be  very 
unlikely  that  the  Minister  would  write  such 
a  letter  and  sign  it  in  his  capacity  as  Minister 
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of  Mftrine.  No,  Sir,  the  Minister  on  this  occa- 
sion dealt  with  the  matter  in  a  far  safer  way ; 
but  history  repeats  itself,  and  many  more  men 
as  well  as  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  have 
on  former  occasions  done  similar  business  on 
somewhat  the  same  lines.  Many  instances 
might  present  themselves  to  the  minds  of 
honourable  members.  The  firbt  one  I  mean  to 
quote  is  an  event  that  occurred  a  long  time 
ago,  in  the  time  of  Tarquinius  Supeibus 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — What  pla^e  was  he  a 
member  for  ? 

Mr.  LANG.— I  am  surprised  at  the  honour- 
able member's  ignorance.  It  was  about  five 
hundred  years  before  Christ.  His  son,  Sextus, 
had  gained  the  confidence  of  the  people  of 
Gabii  by  stratagem,  and  when  he  had  done 
this  he  sent  a  messenger  to  his  father  to  ask 
him  what  he  should  do.  When  the  messenger 
arrived  the  king  was  walking  in  his  pleasure- 
grounds,  and  did  not  give  a  verbal  reply  to  the 
messenger,  but  amused  himself  by  striking  off 
the  heads  of  the  tallest  poppies.  The  messen- 
get  returned,  and  reported  what  had  taken 
place.  The  son  was  not  slew  to  understand 
the  meaning  of  this,  and  he,  by  false  accusa- 
tions, got  rid  of  the  highest  nobles  m  the  land. 
Now,  this  succeeded,  but,  had  it  been  other- 
wise, and  had  it  miscarried,  Tarquioius  would 
have  taken  the  same  course  that  the  Mioister 
of  Marine  has  taken,  and  would  have  expressed 
his  indignation,  just  as  the  Minister  of  Marine 
has  done,  at  such  a  thing  being  taken  notice 
of.  The  very  idea  that  he  wished  to  cut  off  the 
heads  of  the  highest  people  in  the  land  I  Why, 
that  would  be  equally  as  absurd  as  the  Marine 
Department  taking  notice  of  this  memoran- 
dum—  "Jones,  *Duco,*  Permit  Examination 
Master."  I  might  also  refer  to  the  case  of 
Henry  II.  and  Beckett,  and  also  to  the  case  of 
John,  when  he  wanted  to  get  rid  of  his  nephew 
Arthur.  In  both  of  these  cases  public  feeling 
ran  very  high,  and  these  monarohs  immediately 
did  what  the  Ministers  have  done  at  the  present 
time  —  they  turned  round  and  blamed  those 
who  endcavcured  to  carry  out  their  wishes.  I 
might,  perhaps,  be  permitted  to  speak  very 
briefly  about  the  event  that  took  place  yester- 
day. I  refer  to  the  resignation  of  the  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  J.  Hutcheson).  I  do 
not  intend  to  refer  to  an^  of  the  particulars, 
but  I  wcoii  to  point  out  this  :  that  it  should  be 
a  warning  to  candidates  at  the  time  of  the 
general  election  not  to  bind  themselves  down 
to  follow  one  man  through  thick  and  thin. 
They  should  be.  returned  to  this  House  as 
representatives,  and  not  as  delegates.  Few 
would  have  the  courage  to  go  through  the  up- 
hill fight  the  member  for  Wellington  City  had 
leading  up  to  the  action  he  took  last  night,  an 
action  which  I  feel  sure  will  raise  him  to  a  still 
higher  position  in  the  esteem  that  he  has  been 
held  by  a  large  number  of  members  of  this 
House,  and  that  is  saying  a  great  deal.  But, 
Sir,  in  connection  with  this  matter,  I  have  a 
suggestion  to  throw  out  to  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  who  I  am  glad  to  see  is  now  in  his 
place  —  that  Is,  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman— I  beg  his  pardon,  the  honourable 
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gentleman— should  now  resign  his  seat  uA 
contest  the  election  with  Mr.  John  Hutchesom 

An  Hon.  Mekbkb. — Why  ? 

Mr.  LANG. — I  will  tell  you  why.  My  resMii 
for  this  is  that,  when  the  Minister  of  Mariat 
was  member  for  Timaru,  a^d  sat  on  this  ode 
of  the  House,  if  I  remember  rightly  he  was 
a  strong  supporter  of  the  Beferendum.  Noit, 
here  is  a  chance  to  test  the  Beferendum.  lilt 
him  "  trust  Uie  people,"  and  let  him  obtain  the 
opinion  of  the  people  of  Wellington  with  regud 
to  the  transactions  that  have  recently  taken 
place.  They  are  in  possession  of  all  the  parti* 
culars  and  of  the  position  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  taken  up  with  regard  to  the  laie 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  John  Hat- 
cheson). 

Mr.  HALL- JONES.  — I  have  broken  m 
pledge  to  my  constituents. 

Mr.  LANG.— I  understand  that  you  were,  at 
any  rate,  in  favour  of  the  Beferendum,  and 
here  is  a  chance  to  prove  your  faith  in  such  a. 
raea<)ure.  I  now  wish  to  make  a  few  remadn 
in  connection  with  some  speeches  that  the 
Premier  made  during  the  recess,  more  par* 
ticularly  in  my  electorate.  The  speeches  of 
the  Premier  have  been  reported  from  end  t» 
end  of  the  colony,  and  it  is  only  right  that  one 
should  take  the  opportunity  of  replying  to  the 
misstatements  he  has  made.  One  of  the  mie- 
statements  he  made  was  in  connection  witii 
this  Marine  scandal.  The  Premier  said  aiTe 
Awamutu,  **  But  even  supposing  the  memo* 
randum  authorised  an  examination,  it  was  far 
a  proper  examination  and  not  a  frandolelit 
one.'*  I  maintain  the  Minister  had  no  right  to 
author iso  a  permit  for  an  examination  at  all. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES.— Neither  he  did. 

Mr.  LANG.— He  should  not  have  alloved 
him  to  go  up  for  an  examination  at  all,  when 
he  knew  it  was  irregular  and  improper.  Than 
the  Premier  went  on  to  say,  "  It  was  a  caution 
to  the  electors.  Ho  advised  them  to  be  careful 
how  they  made  memorandums  on  envelopes, 
and  left  them  lying  on  tables.  Theie  was  oo 
saying  what  construction  would  be  put  opon 
them."  Now,  the  Premier  deliberately  meant  to 
deceive  the  people,  by  leading  them  to  belieie 
that  the  envelope  was  taken  by  some  one  aBd 
made  use  of.  He  did  not  tell  the  people  that 
the  Minister  of  Marine  made  the  memoraDdott 
entirely  for  his  own  use,  and  yet,  although  ha 
made  it  for  his  own  use,  handed  it  to  Gaptaia 
Allman  lest  he  should  forget;  and  Gaptaia 
AUman  handed  it  to  Mr.  Allport,  I  presome, 
lest  he  should  forget  also ;  and  he  passed  it 
further  to  Mr.  Glasgow,  and  Mr.  Glasgow  had  a 
conversation  with  the  Minister  on  the  sabjeet 
Sir,  that  was  one  oase  in  which  the  Fn- 
mier  was  deliberately  misleading  the  peopl** 
Now,  there  is  another  matter  that  the 
Premier  has  misrepresented  from  one  ^ 
of  the  colony  to  the  other— I  refer  to  At 
matter  of  the  famous  2s.  6d.  a  day.  He  eaid* 
**  What  was  the  fijrst  act  of  the  Oonserfstifi 
Government  when  they  oame  into  power?  B 
was  to  reduce  the  wages  of  the  worlongmaB It 
28.  6d.  a  day."  He  knew  this  was  abaolake^ 
incorrect  and  misleading.    He  knew  that  thp 
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ins  only  in  connection  with  relief-works,  and 
ha  did  not  e^en  qaote  that  properly,  for,  if  my 
memoiy  serves  me  right,  the  waged  were  28.  6d. 
for  single  men  and  Ss.  6d.  for  married  men  in 
the  cities,  and  3s.  6d.  and  is.  6d.  in  the  country 
^iBkriotB.  Bat  the  Premier  did  not  tell  them 
this;  he  led  them  to  believe  that  those  were 
the  current  wages  paid  by  the  Conservative 
Gorermnent. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — He  read  the  circular 
that  came  from  Mr.  Blaokett,  the  Engineer-in- 
Ohief. 

Kr.  LANO.— I  am  glad  to  say  the  honour- 
able gentleman  bears  me  out  in  what  I  say : 
thafc  was  the  circular,  but  it  was  for  relief- 
works,  and  not  current  wages ;  it  was  for  relief- 
works  only.  The  Government  had  to  go  in  for 
nftrencbment ;  they  were  returned  to  go  in  for 
nttenchment,  and  they  had  to  carry  out  their 
^edffe,  and,  instead  of  leaving  these  men  un- 
employed, they  found  work  for  them.  But,  as 
s  matter  of  fact,  the  current  rate  of  wages  at 
fiuU  time  was  higher  than  at  present.  I  was 
litely  addressing  a  meeting  of  my  constituents 
in  the  King-country,  and  I  made  the  statement 
fliat  wages  at  that  time  were  e^ual  to  what 
they  are  now,  and  I  had  interjections  from 
wo^iug-men  saying  that  they  were  higher 
than  they  are  now.  This  came  from  men  who 
an  getting  their  living  by  work,  and  are  in  a 
position  to  judge.  But  this  28.  6d.  to  4r.  6d. 
for  relief-works  was  better  than  a  great  d^al 
that  is  paid  now  by  the  present  Government, 
who  boast  so  much  of  their  liberality  to  the 
Working-men.  Under  the  co-operative  system 
men  have  earned  as  little  as  Is.  lOd.  and 
Is.  10}d.  a  day.  I  see  the  honourable  member 
lor  Pahiatua  shakes  his  head,  but  the  Premier 
admitted  it. 

Ur.  HALL-JONES.— That  was  counting  wet 
and  fine  days,  whether  the  men  worked  or  not. 

Mr.  LANG. — It  was  the  same  under  the 
relief-works.  At  any  rate,  that  is  what  they 
nally  earned.  But  I  never  said  the  average 
wage  earned  by  oo-operative  labourers  was 
that.  The  Premier,  addressing  the  electors  in 
iny  district,  said  the  average  wage  earned  by 
-co-operative  labourers  was  8s.  under  the  Public 
Works  Department  and  69.  under  the  Lands 
I^partment.  But  the  Premier  spoiled  the 
whole  thing  by  saying  that  they  sometimes 
earned  as  much  as  £1  a  day.  Well,  if  it  is 
correct  that  they  sometimes  earned  £1  a  day, 
ttd  their  average  wage  was  Gs.  or  8s.,  they 
moat  sometimes  earn  very  low  ws^es  to  bring 
the  average  down  to  63.  or  88.  a  day. 

An  Hon.  Mshbbb. — That  was  with  a  horse 
and  dray. 

Mr.  LANG.— It  has  nothing  to  do  with  a 
hotie  and  dray.  Now,  I  want  to  make  a 
few  remarks  with  reference  to  what  was  said 
by  the  member  for  Wakatipu  as  to  the  wages 
(aid  by  the  Assets  Realisation  Board.  I  should 
Oke  to  remind  the  House  how  this  Board  is 
composed.  In  the  first  place,  I  suppose  honour- 
ahle  members  will  agree  with  me  that  wherever 
we  "  Governor  in  Council  ".appears  that  really 
^l^s  the  Premier.  It  is  only  a  matter  of 
Mrm  to  say  the  "  Governor  in  Oounoil,"  so  you 


might  as  well  substitute  the  word  "Premier" 
for  **  Governor  in  Council."  Nobody  denies 
that,  so  for  convenience  soke  I  will  put  the 
word  **  Premier  "  in  place  of  the'  other  expres- 
sion. There  aro  three  members  of  the  Board 
elected  for  three  years ;  the  Premier  appoints 
two,  and  they  can  be  removed  at  hie  pleasure. 
One  is  appointed  by  the  bcuik,  but  the  bank,  as 
honourable  members  know,  is  now  getting  so 
very  muoh  under  political  control,  and  there- 
fore that  member  is  to  a  certain  extent  under 
the  Premier.  The  salary  of  these  members 
of  the  Board  is  £1,500  divided  amongst  three, 
and  the  Premier  can  make  regulations  as  to 
how  this  is  to  1^  paid.  I  just  draw  attention 
to  this  to  show  what  position  the  Premier  holds 
on  the  Board.  And  when  he  was  first  appointed 
to  the  Board  it  was  pointed  out  by  many,  who 
did  not  object  to  him  personally  bat  objected 
on  the  groimd  that  he  had  so  many  other  duties, 
that  he  could  not  attend  to  his  duties  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  properly;  but  it  was 
argued  by  those  on  that  side  of  the  l^ouse  that 
he  was  just  the  man  who  could,  and  would, 
and  did  attend  to  it;  and  I  therefore  want 
to  lay  stress  on  this,  because  it  admits  that 
the  Premier  is  personally  responsible  for  the 
actions  of  the  Board.  I  maintain  that  the 
wages  paid  by  the  Assets  Realisation  Board  are 
lower  than  the  current  wages  paid  by  other 
people,  and  they  have  been  reduced.  This  was 
borne  out  by  the  member  for  Waitaki,  hy 
the  member  for  Pahiatua,  by  the  mem- 
ber for  the  Bay  of  Plenty,  and  also  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition ;  and  I  have  also  made 
the  statement  myself— I  have  had  it  on  good 
authority,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  absolutely  true. 
It  is  merely  splitting  hairs  on  the  part  of  any 
one  to  say  there  has  been  no  reduction  of  wages. 
It  has  been  said  that  some  hands  have  left  the 
Board's  employ,  and  others  have  been  taken  on 
at  lower  wages.  But  why  have  they  left?  Simply 
because  the  wages  were  reduced,  cuid  therefore 
it  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  splitting 
hairs  to  say  they  have  not  reduced  the  wages. 
Then,  again,  I  would  draw  attention  to  this  par- 
ticular fact :  that  under  this  Board,  dominated 
as  it  is  by  the  Premier,  who  is  supposed  to  look 
after  the  interests  of  the  working-man,  the  pro- 
visions are  weighed  out  in  the  same  way  as  to 
prisoners  in  a  g&ol.  Then,  again,  a  great  many 
members  on  that  side  of  the  House  disapprove 
of  the  contract  system.  The  Assets  Board  have 
let  a  great  deal  of  work  by  contract.  Do  those 
honourable  members  approve  of  that  ?  I  do  not 
see  any  objection  to  it  myself;  but  how  do  those 
honourable  gentleman  who  disapprove  of  the 
contract  system  reconcile  themselves  to  it? 
Now,  I  sboald  like  to  mention  a  case  that  has 
come  under  my  own  notice.  There  is  a  man  in 
the  Wellington  district  who  was  formerly  re- 
ceiving £80  a  year.  He  applied  to  one  of  the 
managers  of  the  Assets  Realisation  Board  for 
employment,  and  he  was  told  by  the  manager 
that  he  knew  he  was  a  most  excellent  man,  and 
he  would  therefore  stretch  a  point  to  get  him 
£1  a  week,  though  the  regular  wages  were  only 
15s.  This  man  had  been  receiving  £80  a  yeai: 
from  a  private  employer,  but  the  Assets  Board's 
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cegnlar  wage  wa£  only  16s.  a  week,  and  tbey 
would  make  an  exoeption  and  increase  it  to  £1. 
It  is  needless  to  say  the  man  did  not  accept  the 
position.  Now,  my  own  opinion  is  that  it  would 
have  been  far  better  for  the  country  generally 
if  the  Assets  Realisation  Board  had  been  swept 
away,  or  had  never  been  brought  into  existence. 
I  hear  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley  say- 
ing "  Hear,  hear  " ;  but  I  must  say  there  is  one 
thmg  the  Assets  Board  has  done  very  well 
over,  and  that  was  in  deferring  the  purchase  of 
the  Glentui  Block  as  they  did,  and  I  am  only 
sorry  the  members  of  the  Board  were  not  equally 
on  the  alert  when  they  disposed  of  the  Bushy 
Park  Estate.  The  Premier  was  very  indignant 
on  one  or  two  of  the  platforxtfs  of  the  colony 
because  some  honourable  members  outside  had 
said  that  he  had  been  travelling  about  the 
country  at  a  coat  to  the  country  of  £6  a  day, 
and  he  endeavoured  to  mislead  and  to  mystify 
his  audiences  by  saying  that  he  could  receive 
£1  10s.  a  day  for  traveUing  allowances,  and 
no  more;  but  I  ask  the  honourable  gentle- 
man if  he  denies  the  return  of  1698— H.-29— 
and  the  return  of  1895 — B.>17a.  In  those 
returns  the  jamounts  are  fully  set  out,  and  if 
any  honourable  members  look  at  them  and 
work  them  out  they  will  get  the  information 
that  the  Premier's  allowances  cmd  expenses 
have  averaged  more  than  £6  a  day  for  the  last 
four  years.  There  is  a  great  contrast  between 
the  expenses  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
and  those  of  the  Minister  for  Railways.  When 
the  Minister  for  Railways  travels  about  the 
country  his  expenses  and  allowances  amount 
to  about  one-third  what  are  drawn  by  the 
Premier. 

An  Hon.  Msmbeb. — Ministers*  salaries  are 
small. 

Mr.  LANG.  —  I  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
they  were  overpaid,  but  I  do  think  it  would  be 
very  much  better  to  increase  their  salaries, 
Bftji  by  £500,  than  that  they  should  make  up 
their  salaries  by  getting  it  out  of  travelling- 
expenses. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — In  olden  times  £4  4s.  per 
day  was  allowed  for  travelling-expenses. 

Mr.  LANG. — During  the  time  of  the  Atkin- 
son Administration  I  believe  the  travelling- 
expenses  were  two  guineas  a  day;  but  when 
they  were  cutting  down  expenses  they  did 
what  everyone  ought  to  do  in  dealing  with 
such  a  question,  they  commenced  with  them- 
selves; and  not  only  did  they  reduce  their 
salaries  but  they  reduced  their  travelling-ex- 
penses, and  that  is  a  matter,  since  the  honour- 
able member  reminds  me  of  it,  that  I  think 
^e  Assets  Board  should  have  borne  in  mind. 
I  think,  if  they  found  it  necesBary  to  pare 
down  the  wages  of  the  working-man  by  halfa- 
crown  a  week,  it  would  have  been  better  for 
them  to  have  taken  some  part  of  it  from  their 
own  £1,500. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.— How  do  you  know  they 
pared  down  the  wages  ? 

Mr.  LANG. — The  honourable  member  was 
not  here  when  I  spoke  on  that  subject  or  he 
would  have  known  they  have  done  so,  and  that 
they  are  paying  lower  wages  than  the  neigh- 
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bouring  people  are  paying.  I  gave  iDstaaoas; 
but  if  the  honourable  gentleman  was  not  in 
the  House  when  I  gave  them  I  cannot  repeat 
them  for  his  benefit.  Then  another  misrepre- 
sentation by  the  Premier  was  with  regaia  to- 
the  freehold.  The  Premier  went  about  the 
country  saying  that  the  Opposition  wanted  tfr 
compel  the  Crown  tenants  to  become  free- 
holders. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.  —What  did  the  honooiaUe 
member  for  Patea  say  ? 

Mr.  LANG.— I  am  not  here  to  answer  for 
what  the  honourable  member  for  Patea  said. 
If  I  have  to  answer  for  all  that  other  membeii 
may  have  said,  it  would  take  me  a  much  longer 
time  than  I  shall  be  allowed  in  this  debate.  I 
was  speaking,  when  I  was  interrupted,  abont 
the  freehold,  and,  as  far  as  I  understand 
it,  every  member  of  the  Opposition  who  haft 
spoken  is  of  the  opinion — and  certainly  it  is 
my  own  opinion  also -that  we  should  alloir 
the  Crown  tenants  to  have  the  privilege  of 
converting  their  leasehold  properties  into  free- 
holds if  they  see  any  benefit  in  so  doing.  l%s 
Premier  has  attempted  to  put  an  altogether 
different  aspect  upon  the  affair;  and,  when 
speaking  to  the  electors  at  Raglan,  he  told  them 
that  if  the  Opposition  came  into  power  the 
Crown  tenants  would  be  placed  in  the  same 
position  as  the  crofters  were  at  Home;  thev 
had  been  driven  out  of  their  homes  by  armed 
forces ;  and  he  told  a  most  harrowing  stoiy  of 
a  poor  woman  lying  on  the  wayside,  and  the 
husband  had  to  take  the  shirt  from  his  bade 
to  prevent  the  raindrops  from  falling  on  her. 
Now,  I  think  he  was  paying  a  very  small 
compliment  to  the  intelligence  of  the  electott 
of  Waikato  if  he  thought  they  could  be  galled 
into  believing  that,  whatever  Goverxmient  was 
on  the  benches,  such  a  state  of  affairs  oonld 
come  to  pass  in  New  Zealand.  But  1  would 
point  this  out  to  the  Premier:  that  in  drawing 
that  comparison  he  rather  missed  the  point  of  it. 
I  do  not  wish  in  any  way  to  defend  the  actioniof 
those  who  compelled  the  crofters  to  leave  their 
homes ;  but  I  do  say  that  if  the  crofters  had 
held  freeholds  there  would  have  been  no  poai- 
bility  of  turning  them  off  the  land,  and  thai 
therefore  the  Premier  was  arguing  direetlf 
against  himself  in  bringing  up  that  case.  Then 
the  Premier  referred  to  myself,  and  he  asked  if 
Mr.  Lang  could  tell  them  how  leaseholdeii 
could  convert  their  leaseholds  into  freeholdl 
without  borrowing  money  on  mortgage.  WeU» 
I  will  tell  the  Hon.  the  Premier  how  it  can  be 
done,  and  I  told  the  electors  of  Waikato  kov 
it  could  be  done.  It  could  be  done  in  this 
way :  By  allowing  the  tenants  to  pay  by  instal- 
ments ;  and,  as  a  man  earned  £5  or  £10,  he 
could  pay  it  in  towards  the  acquisition  of  the 
freehold,  and  he  should  be  allowed  a  reductiott 
in  the  rent  in  proportion  to  the  amount  paid  in* 
In  this  way  a  man's  land  would  be  in  the  sama 
position  as  a  savings-bank— every  £5  or  £10 
he  paid  would  be  reducing  his  interest,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  man  would  be  acquiring  the 
freehold.  Is  there  any  member  of  the  HooM 
who  considers  there  is  anything  unreasonaUa 
I  about  that  ?    Then  the  honourable  gentleman 
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if6Dt  on  to  deal  with  the  freight  question,  and 
be  told  08  of  a  very  great  deid  he  had  done  in 
the  way  of  reducing  freights  to  the  Old  Country ; 
bat,  imfbrtunately,  the  oablegrams  were  pub- 
liahed  showing  that  the  date  on  which  he  said 
be  hoped  to  get  certain  reductions  in  one 
esse  WM  six  days  and  in  another  case  eighteen 
dsys  after  the  reductions  had  been  actually  an- 
nounced in  the  New  Zealand  papers.  Then, 
agiin,  as  to  the  grain  question :  The  honourable 
gentleman  spoke  of  the  Government  reducing 
the  freight  on  grain,  and  actually  the  Premier's 
nippoeed  reduction  on  grain  was  2s.  6d.  higher 
thsn  it  had  been  carried  for  before. 

An  Hod.  Mxmbsb. — Oh,  no  ! 

Mr.  LANG. — Well,  the  honoarable  member 
iocGaversham  says  **  Oh,  no!"  but  a  letter  ap- 
peared in  the  Southland  Times,  the  writer  of 
which  enclosed  £2,  which  he  said  could  be 
banded  over  to  any  public  institution  if  any  one 
eonld  prove  that  the  grain  was  carried  at  such 
a  high  rate  as  the  Premier's  reduced  rate  \  and 
I  have  never  heard  of  any  one  having  claimed 
that  reward.  Then,  there  is  another  point  the 
Ptamier  alluded  to,  and  that  was  the  stonewall. 
The  Premier  said  that  the  Opposition  spent 
lil^two  hours — costing  at  the  rate  of  £82  an 
hoar,  or  nearly  £2,000 — in  order  to  recover 
£146.  Now,  it  struck  me  that  that  was  a  very 
peooliar  way  for  the  Premier  to  look  at  the 
matter.  What  would  be  said  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  if  they  said,  when  a  man 
committed  forgery,  **  It  will  cost  more  to  pro- 
Mcate  (ban  we  can  get  out  of  the  prosecution, 
and  therefore  wo  will  let  him  go  "  ?  I  maintain 
that  the  Opposition  were  perfectly  justified  in 
the  coarse  they  took,  and  that  it  was  the  means 
of  unearthing  a  tiling  we  should  otherwise 
never  have  known.  But  I  want  to  point  out  to 
the  Premier  that  he  was  entirely  wrong  in  his 
figures  when  he  said  that  it  cost  nearly  £2,000. 
I  hold  in  my  hand  a  return  moved  for  last 
HBgJon  by  the  honourable  member  for  Franklin. 
Iti8H.-41, 1898,  and  it  shows  the  legislative 
opensee.  This  is  a  matter  that  has  been 
spoken  about  on  the  public  platform,  and,  as 
many  members  do  not  know  what  the  cost  of 
nuning  the  House  is,  I  may  b?  pardoned,  per- 
hi^,  lor  briefly  referring  to  it.  I  may  say, 
first,  that  Major  Steward,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waitaki,  had  a  return  laid  before  the 
HoQse  in  1889  which  was  an  exactly  similar 
letnm  to  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Franklin  asked  for,  but  the  Premier  would 

UQ  not  furnish  it  in  the  form  asked. 
He  added  the  expenses  incurred 
whether  the  House  was  sitting  or  not, 
and  altogether  it  is  a  most  unfur  return, 
ss  it  should  not  include  members'  salaries 
or  permanent  charges.  But,  at  any  rate,  the 
retom  brought  down  on  the  motion  of  Major 
Steward  is  to  this  effect :  that  every  working- 
day  of  the  House  costs  £82  7s.  lid.,  and,  add- 
h^  to  that  the  printing  of  Haiisard^  it  costs 
£64 14s.  7d.,  or  about  £8  an  hour.  Now,  if  the 
Premier  is  correct  in  what  he  says,  the  charges 
of  the  House  must  have  increased  enormously  if 
they  increased  from  £8  an  hour  to  £82  an  hour. 
There  is  something  very  wrong  about  that,  and, 


if  that  is  so,  it  speaks  very  badly  of  the  extra* 
vagance  of  the  present  Government.  But  I 
maintain  it  is  nothing  of  the  kind,  because,, 
even  taking  this  return  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House  on  the  motion  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Franklin,  it  shows  that  the  Premier  ia 
reokooing  fixed  expenses,  such  as  the  hono- 
rarium of  members,  statutory  or  annual  pay- 
ment of  ofiScers  of  either  House,  and  other 
expenses  which  do  not  vary  with  the  length 
of  the  session.  Deducting  the  fixed  charges,  ii 
amounts  to  about  £10  an  hour,  or  £620;  so 
that  the  Premier  is  in  this  poflition :  He  haa 
simply  exaggerated  the  podtion  from  £620 
to  £2,000.  Then,  there  is  just  one  more 
matter  in  cozmection  with  which  my  name 
has  been  mentioned,  and  upon  which  I 
therefore  feel  called  upon  to  reply — that 
is  in  reference  to  the  fourteen  thousand 
souls  said  to  have  left  the  colony  during  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson's  Administration.  Honourable 
members  will  bear  me  out,  1  think,  when  I  say 
that  the  Premier  made  that  statement  on  al- 
most every  platform  in  the  colony.  When  I 
was  addressing  the  electors  of  Baglan  I  disputed 
these  figures,  and  said  the  amount  was  some- 
what over  one  thousand,  and  not  fourteen  thou- 
sand as  the  Premier  has  stated.  My  figures 
were  obtained  from  the  Oagette,  and  not  from 
the  Year-book.  When  the  Premier  came  to 
Te  Awamutu  be  challenged  me  to  look  up  the 
Tear-book,  and  I  would  see  just  what  he  had 
stated— namely,  that  18,941  persons  had  left 
the  colony  between  1887  and  1890.  He  also 
said  that  no  doubt  many  had  left  the  colony 
without  being  recorded,  and  that  sixty  was  a 
very  moderate  number  to  allow  for  that ;  and,. 
Sir,  I  am  quite  ready  to  agree  that  sixty  is  a 
very  reasonable  number  to  sdlow.  But  I  could 
not  see  how  the  Premier  had  arrived  at  the 
figures  13,941,  and  when  I  went  home  I  looked 
up  the  Year-book,  as  the  Premier  had  chal- 
lenged me  to  do,  and  deducted  the  number 
of  arrivals  from  the  departures  for  the 
yeard  1888-89-90,  and  I  found  they  came 
to  10,748,  or,  in  round  numbers,  ten  thou- 
sand odd.  But  I  could  not  conceive  how  the 
Premier  had  arrived  at  his  figures,  and  I  said^ 
*'  Surely  to  goodness  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  not  rung  in  one  year  more  than  the  Atkin- 
son Government  was  in  power."  I  then  looked 
up  the  previous  year,  and  found  that  in  that 
year  the  arrivals  outnumbered  the  departures.. 
Then  I  went  to  1891,  and  I  found  the  number — 
there  was  8,198,  which  added  up  exactly  to  the 
Premier's  own  figures.  And,  Sir,  there  was  the 
Premier  of  the  colony  going  from  one  district 
to  another  saying  the  loss  of  population  was 
fourteen  thousand  during  the  three  years  of  the 
Atkinson  Administration,  while  he  was  actually 
ringing  in  one  year  of  his  own  Administration. 
There  is  another  matter  I  should  like  to  refer 
to,  and  that  is  the  Native-land  policy.  Ever 
since  I  have  been  in  the  House  I  have  opposed 
the  Native-land  policy  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment. It  has  acted  most  disastrously  so  far  as 
my  district  and  the  Auckland  Province  gene- 
rally is  concerned ;  and  my  opinion  is  borne  out 
by  a  large  proportion  of  honourable  members 
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in  those  districts,  and  members  of  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee.  The  Government  have 
boasted  during  the  last  five  years  of  the 
large  area  of  Native  iajids  they  have  ac- 
quired. But  what  have  iVej  done  with 
tnose  Native  lands  ?  The  Government  should 
have  disposed  of  the  land  thac  they  have 
acquired,  and  that  they  have  in  their  posses- 
sion. Then,  there  is  the  other  point— the 
necessity  for  free-trade  in  Native  lands.  The 
Government  should  have  removed  the  restric- 
tions; and  if  thf^re  was  any  fear  of  the  land 
being  held  in  too   large  areas,  as  some  snp- 

fortera  of  the  Government  say  there  is,  it  could 
ave  been  brought  under  the  same  regulations 
as  the  ordinary  Grown  lands  of  the  colony 
-are  under  at  the  present  time.  Years  ago  I 
'brought  this  matter  forward,  and,  when  ad- 
dressing this  House,  I  have  never  lost  an 
opportunity  of  bringing  it  before  honourable 
members,  because  I  consider  a  grievous  injury 
is  being  inflicted  on  my  electorate.  Some 
people  say  that  if  the  Natives  were  given  free- 
trade  in  their  lands  they  would  be  imposed 
upon  by  pakeha-Maoris  and  land  sharks  ;  but 
that  is  a  ridiculous  argument,  as  every  one 
knows  that  the  Natives  are  very  well  able  to 
look  after  their  own  incerests.  The  Natives 
would  be  in  a  better  position  in  that  case  than 
they  are  in  dealing  with  the  Government,  be- 
oause  in  purchasing  land  from  the  Natives 
the  Government  fixes  its  own  price,  and  if 
tiiey  were  allowed  to  deal  with  other  people 
they  would  probably  get  the  full  market- 
value,  as  there  would  be  a  certain  amount  of 
•competition.  There  is  another  thing  in  con- 
nection with  the  Government's  land- dealings 
with  the  Natives  which  I  should  like  to  call 
Attention  to.  When  the  land-sharks,  as  the 
Government  parly  call  them,  were  dealing  with 
the  Natives,  there  was  a  regulation  to  provide 
that  no  Native  should  be  loft  landless,  and 
every  Native  had  to  certify  that  he  had  suffi- 
cient for  his  own  use  before  he  was  cdlowed  to 
dispose  of  his  land.  But  what  do  the  Govern- 
ment do  now  ?  They  exempt  themselves  from 
any  such  regulation,  and  in  many  cases  they 
have  bought  the  very  last  acre  of  land  from  the 
Natives ;  and  the  result  will  be  that  when  these 
men  becDme  older  they  will  be  qualified  for 
the  old-age  pension.  Now,  the  Government 
strongly  object  to  private  people  holding  large 
blocks  of  land,  even  though  they  are  occupying 
and  improving  them.  But  what  about  the 
large  blocks  of  land  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment? Year  after  year  thousands  of  acres 
in  my  own  electorate  have  been  lying  idle 
because  the  Government  have  kept  them  locked 
up,  thus  preventing  them  from  being  used  and 
-cultivated;  and  they  are  now  simply  growing 
noxious  weeds.  If  the  Government  are  so 
anxious  to  prevent  private  people  fiom  hold- 
ing large  areas,  why  do  they  not  open  up 
their  own  lands  for  settlement?  1  am  glad  to 
see  the  Government  are  at  last  taking  some 
steps  in  the  matter  of  opening  up  land  in  the 
King-country,  and  that  they  have  become 
very  active  in  the  way  of  making  roads  and 
Abridges.    I  only  hope  this    activity  will  not 
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cease  just  aft-er  the  general  election,  as  has 
happened  on  other  occasions.  I  hope  the 
number  of  men  at  work  will  be  increased,  and 
that  they  will  be  kept  on  until  the  work  is 
finished.  One  good  thing  the  Government  an 
doing,  and  that  is  opening  and  making  roads, 
and  clearing  the  bush  along  those  roads  to  the 
width  of  five  chains.  But  the  Grovernment  an 
making  a  mistake  in  connection  with  their 
roads  in  that  part  of  the  oountir.  Through 
the  Native  lands  they  have  acquired  I  believe 
they  intend  to  form  narrow  tracks  merely,  and 
this  will  be  a  great  drawback  to  the  setilen 
in  the  vicinity  and  to  the  general  public  ;  asd, 
Sir,  I  should  like  to  suggest  a  way  out  of  tiie 
difficulty.  The  Government  should,  if  neces- 
sary, pass  a  short  Bill  through  this  House 
enabling  them  to  take  a  lien  on  the  Native 
land,  and,  when  the  land  is  sold,  they  shoald 
be  compensated  for  the  expense  of  felling  and 
grassing  the  land  adjoining  the  roads.  Then, 
sir,  we  have  heeurd  a  great  deal  of  the  want 
of  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Opposition. 
It  has  frequently  been  pointed  oat  that  Ht. 
Ballance  stated  it  was  not  the  duty  of  an  Op- 
position to  supply  a  policy  ;  but  the  point  I  am 
coming  to  is  this :  What  is  the  polioy  ol^fbb 
present  Government?  When  they  went  into 
power  they  had  no  polioy,  but  after  they  weie 
in  power  they  said  their  polioy  was  a  non-bor- 
rowing and  a  self-reliant  policy — a  policy  of 
constructing  public  works  out  of  revenue.  Have 
they  kept  to  that  policy  ?  No.  I  saiy  it  would 
be  far  better  to  trust  to  party,  even  if  they  had 
no  policy,  than  to  deceive  the  people,  and  go 
away  from  the  policy,  they  pretend  to  hoM. 
The  policy  of  the  Government  is  simply  to 
go  with  the  stream — to  follow  everything  that 
is  popular,  whether  it  is  for  the  good  of  the 
country  or  otherwise  —  anything  to  gain  votes 
and  to  keep  them  on  the  Treasury  benohee.  It 
is  a  policy  of  setting  class  against  class,  and 
supporting  the  class  that  is  moat  powerfoL 
Then,  the  members  who  are  opposed  to  the  Go- 
vernment have  been  twitted  with  differenea 
of  opinion  among  themselves.  I  would  aak 
honourable  members  who  have  listened  to 
the  speeches  during  this  debate  only — I  will 
take  that  for  an  example— are  all  the  mem- 
bers on  the  Gk)vernment  side  of  the  saflia 
opinion  ?  Take  the  speech  lately  delivered  bf 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Buller.  I  am 
sure  many  members  on  the  Government  side 
will  not  a^ree  with  many  points  of  thatapeebh. 
And  so  it  18  right  through.  Some  membecs  of 
the  Gk>vernm6nt  party  spoke  very  atrongjr 
against  the  oo -operative  system  of  labour,  ana 
some  have  opposed  the  old-age  pensions — two 
of  the  very  strongest  planks  in  the  Government 
programme.  How  can  they  say  they  are  a 
united  family  ?  It  is  impossible,  where  then 
are  a  large  number  of  members,  whether  on  the 
Government  or  on  the  Opposition  aide  of  Uu 
House,  to  agree  on  every  point.  Then,  again, 
take  the  difference  of  opinion  about  the  pro- 
sperity of  the  country.  This  afternoon  «e 
heard  one  Government  supporter  say  tke 
country  was  not  so  prosperous  as  other  mem- 
bers on  the  same  »iae  said  it  was.     As  to  A 
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olS^e  penaioiis,  (he  Premi«r  afloased  me  of 

mMig  the-Aot^an  abertioo,  but  I  aid  not  say 

that :  I  said  ix,  was  a  mongrel—*  oro88  ■  be- 

twten  efaaiitAble   aid   a«d   *    peRsions    BUI, 

and  that  it  was  a  Bfiecial  tax  on  «  speeial 

•lus.    What  cki0B  ^hiune  to  f&y  the  tax?     It 

ig  the  baok-oMRilry  settlers.    The  honourable 

msBber  for  Garerabarn'may  smile,  but  when 

the  'Kn  was  befoie    (he   House    a  member 

iDCaijeoted,    "Miere   i«  the  money  to  oome 

fioiii?"and  (be  Fremier  said,*  '*  It  only  means 

a  fsw  le^s   roads   and    bridges."    That   was 

tiie  Pnmier's  reply««-I  took  the  wovds  down ; 

•od  yet  he  has  the  audaeity  to  go  to  a  country 

dietnet  and  say,  *'  This  is  a  rooids-andibridges 

Oo?eniment."     Then,    these    pensions    press 

very  heayily  on  working-men,  because  money 

it  taken  for  them  which  would    have  been 

spent  in  making  roads  opening  up  the  baok 

country  for    pioneer    settlers.     The    Premier 

kssitg  of  Hew  Zealand  being  the  first  colony 

to  introduce  an  Old-age  Pensions  Act.    Well, 

Sir,  if  it  was  really  an  Old  ago  Pensions  Act 

tfae  Premier  might  have  some  cause  to  boast, 

bot  this  oharitable*aid  Act  is  nothing  to  be 

pKood  of.     Are  we  to  be  proud  of  being  the 

&it  eolooy  that  a&nits  that  its  people  are 

Boable  or  unwilling  to  support  its  aged  poor  ? 

Now,  Sir,  I  understand  the  Premier  is  going 

to  amend  this  Act,  and  we   shall   then  have 

another  opportunity   to    8pe<£k    on   the  mea- 

Bore.     Therefore  it  is    not   my  intention  to 

go  more  folly   into  it  at  the  present  time; 

imt  I  would  point  out  that  many  members 

of  this   House    who    speak  very  strongly  in 

tevoar  of  old-age  pensions,  and  speak  with  pity  of 

the  old  people,  are  not  so  oonaiderate  to  other 

ebsses  that  deserve  our  pity  even  more  than 

the  aged  of  the  colony — I  refer  to  the  lunatics. 

Honoaiafale    members    will    remember    how 

BtuDgly  Dr.  MacOregor  reported  on  this  snb- 

ieet  on  more  than  one  or  two  occasions.    He 

hai  pointed  oat  that  deaths  must  be  attributed 

to  the  o?erorowded  state  of  the  asylums.    He 

has  also  stated  that  there  are  284  patients  in 

Cttoeso,  and  that  600  cubic  feet  are  required  by 

the  Act,  and  therefore  they  are  140,400  cubic 

feet  deficient  in  the  space  allowed  for  these 

patients.     Do  members  of  this  House    raise 

their  voices  against  that?     No;    but  if    the 

Unng  applied  to  factories,  et  ceUra^  they  wotdd 

rise  and  indignantly  protest  against  people  being 

ooBpeUed  to  live  in  this  small  space.    In  a 

very  lew  cases  have  members  raised  their  voices 

on  behalf  of   this   helpless  class,  who   have 

no  opportunity  of  deeding    themsdves.    A 

esitain  number  of   people  will  grovel  in  the 

dost  at  the  feet  of  these  old-age  pensioners  in 

«der  to  get  their  votes;  but  the  class  who 

liave  no  votes  they  pay  little  or  no  attention 

to.    Now,   there   is   another   matter   in    the 

Address  I  would  like  to  call  attention  to,  and 

that  is  that  the  Government  intend  to  increase 

and  folly  arm  our  Volunteers.    I  am  very  glad 

to  hear  that,  because  at  the  present  time  our 

▼olenteeia-  have  every  chance  of  being  starved 

out.  I  refer  more  particularly  to  the  Volunteers 

in  oeontry  districts,  and  it  is  better  for  the 

ttoMRiment  to  aay  "  We  .don't  want  them  at 

▼OL.  OVL— a. 


all "  than  to  support  them  in  tlie  half^heaxled 
maimer  they  do  at  the  present  time.  In  .my 
own  district  there  are  several  oorps  of  MouBted 
Bifies  who  are  not  allowed  sufficient  aetoaliy 
to  cover  the  cost  of  the  food  for  themselves  and 
forage  for  their  horses.  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment should  see  that  these  young  people  .vbo 
give  up  their  time  and  work  for  drill  afaoold  not 
be  out  of  pocket  by  it;  they  should  at  leaat 
allow  them  such  a  sum  as  would  cover 
expenses  for  their  own  food  and  that  of  tbair 
horses.  There  are  one  or  two  other  matters  I 
should  like  tu  refer  bo,  but  time  will  not  permit. 
I  have  to  thank  honourable  members  for  the 
attentive  hearing  they  have  given  me. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  (Oamaru).— I  rise  to  make 
a  few  remarks  on  this  Address  in  Beply  ;  hut  I 
am  very  sorry  we  have  wasted  so  much  time, on 
the  matter.  The  honourable  geotleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  addressed  the  House  for  an 
hour,  and  I  believe  he  would  have  spoken  for 
another  hour  if  he  had  had  the  opportunity. 
Now,  the  honourable  member  is  one  of  those 
who  came  to  the  House  as  an  independent 
member,  and  I  would  warn  the  country  about 
these  independent  members.  If  a  man  goes  to 
the  country  and  stands  as  an  independent 
member,  we  always  find  that  man  is  in  opposi- 
tion to  whatever  Government  happens  to  be  on 
the  Treasury  benches.  I  do  not  find  any  fault 
with  him  for  that,  because  there  is  no  other 
place  for  him,  and  when  a  division  is  taken 
there  are  only  the  "  Ayes  '*  or  the  "  Noes  " 
lobbies  to  go  into,  and  he  goes  into  the  **Noe8  " 
lobby  on  the  ofi-chance  of  putting  out  the 
Government.  I  do  not  think  I  shall  refer  at 
any  length  to  this  so-called  Marine  scaiidal,. 
because  it  has  been  talked  about  now  for  a 
number  of  days.  I  thought  that  last  nigbt  vre 
had  seen  the  finish  of  it. 

An  Hon.  Mxmbbb. — Oh,  no ;  you  will  find 
that  out. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Well,  I  am  not  partioaiar 
about  that.  I  have  been  in  the  House  .tor 
eighteen  years,  and  I  have  found  out  a  good 
many  things,  and  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  been  in  the  House  for  that  time  he 
will  have  found  out  some  things  too.  The 
honourable  member  for  Waikato,  who  last 
spoke,  took  the  Premier  to  task  for  travelling 
about  the  country.  He  sa'd  the  Hon.  the 
Premier  bad  gone  from  the  North  Cape  to>  the 
Biuff,  and  he  told  us  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  bad  Raid  in  his  district.  Well,  wliy 
should  the  Premier  travel  about  in  this  way? 
The  member  for  Waikato  should  not  forget  that 
he  does  not  represent  all  the  constituents ^ in 
his  district,  and  why  should  not  the  Premier 
go  to  that  district  and  lay  the  position  of  >  the 
colony  from  his  standpoint  before  themf^  tl 
think  the  Premier  deserves  credit  for  goiflg 
about  in  this  way  to  combat  the  Oppositton 
members  on  their  own  platforms. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb,— Why  not  go  to  Oamara^ 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— If  there  is  any  necessity  for 
him  to  go  to  Oamaru  he  will  do  so,  but  at  pn* 
sent  the  electors  there  have  a  man  whcglfw 
them  very  general  s^tiafaotion.  Then,  one  of 
the  atroBg' points  the  member  for  WaikatalvUd 
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to  make  against  the  Premier  was  in  refereDoe 
to  the  reduotion  of  the  wages  given  to  the  meo 
under  the  control  of  the  Assets  Realisation 
Board.  But  what  took  place  under  the  Atkin- 
son Administration  ?  How  did  they  treat  the 
workers  when  they  were  in  power  7  I  have  in 
my  hand  a  copy  of  the  instmctioDS  given  by 
the  Engineer  at  the  time.  This  is  what  he 
•ays,— 

"  R$  Unemployed  :  It  has  been  decided  that 
in  fature  only  those  men  capable  of  performing 
a  day's  labour  are  to  be  employed  on  the  relief- 
works;  those  who  are  unable  to  do  a  dav's 
work  should  obtain  lelief  from  the  Charitable 
Aid  Board.  From  the  Ist  December  the  rates 
of  pay  are  to  be  as  follows  :  In  or  near  town : 
Married  men,  Ss.  6d.  per  diem;  single  men, 
Ss.  6d.  per  diem.  In  the  country:  Married 
men,  4s.  6d.  per  diem ;  single  men,  8s.  per 
diem.  "  John  Blackett, 

Engineer-in- Chief." 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Belief-works. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Yes,  we  know  they  were 
relief-works.  Why  were  these  relief-works 
required  ?  It  was  necessary  to  start  them  to 
give  bread  to  many  of  the  people.  Abont  four- 
teen thousand  people  left  the  colony  at  that 
period.  They  had  to  leave  to  get  work  else- 
where, or  to  take  up  work  in  the  colony  at 
those  rates.  To-day,  Ifowever,  the  Government 
works  are  very  different.  We  have  actually 
heard  complaints  from  the  Opposition  that  the 
wages  are  too  high — as  much  as  8s.  or  10s.  a 
day. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — And  £1. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Yos,  but  I  believe  that  when 
that  £1  was  investigated  it  was  found  it  was 
for  a  man  and  his  horse  and  dray,  and  not  for  a 
single  man  at  all.  At  any  rate,  that  circular 
shows  the  wages  that  were  paid,  and  it  is  in- 
teresting to  compare  it  with  the  rate  of  wages 
paid  by  the  Government  to-day.  And  when 
those  people  went  away  from  the  colony  there 
was  no  boom  to  attract  them;  they  were 
■imply  driven  from  the  colony. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— What  did  they  do  in 
1895? 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— I  will  tell  the  honourable 
gentleman  what  they  did  in  1895. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— What  is  the  date  of  the 
oiroular? 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— It  is  dated  December,  1887. 
My  contention,  however,  is  that  this  document 
proves  the  Premier's  position  to  be  right,  and 
that  stated  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Waikato  to  be  wrong.  The  honourable  member 
also  spoke  about  the  Assets  Realisation  Board 
and  its  work.  I  would  ask  him,  How  is  that 
Board  constituted?  There  are  upon  it  one 
Government  supporter  and  three  Conserva- 
tives. There  is  the  Premier;  Mr.  Foster, 
the  manager  of  the  Ijoan  and  Mercantile 
Company,  who  is  also  the  manager  of 
the  Board ;  Mr.  Todd,  and  Mr.  Fraser,  the 
member  for  Wakatipu,  who  is  one  of  the 
strongest  Conservatives  in  New  Zealand.  The 
Preimer  has,  of  course,  only  one  vote  on  the 
Board.  As  for  the  manager,  he  is  also  a  strong 
Afr.  Duncan 


Conservative,  and,  that  being  so,  it  is  <»fy  to 
be  expected  perhaps  that  he  would  reduoe  the 
wages  of  the  men.  While  I  am  dealing  with 
the  Assets  Realisation  Board  I  would  like  to 
say  that  I  am  not  pleased  vrith  the  way  in 
which  the  Board  conducts  its  affairs.  I  think 
they  do  many  things  they  should  not  do,  bat 
that  I  attribute  to  the  Conservative  element  on 
the  Board.  The  honourable  member  for  Toa- 
peka  told  us  about  Bushy  Park,  which  I  hsd 
thought  we  bad  dropped  speaking  aboat,  tod 
he  was  very  eloquent  about  it.  But  why  doei 
he  not  talk  to  his  ooUtague,  the  member  lot 
Wakatipu,  about  that  matter?  It  was  Hi. 
Fraser  and  Mr.  Todd  who  disposed  of  thst 
land,  and  very  glad  they  were  to  get  it  off  their 
hands.  If  any  one  else— on  the  Goveramms 
side  or  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House,  or 
anybody— had  wanted  to  buy  that  land  it  «ii 
open  to  them  to  do  so. 

Mr.  RAWLINS.— I  objeoted  to  the  isoon- 
sisteilcy. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— There  is  no  inoonsisteDoyia 
it  at  all.  For  two  or  three  years  the  estate 
wss  open  for  sale,  and  any  one  oould  have  got 
it  at  the  price  the  Board  were  asking  for  it  I 
think.  Sir,  that  this  Board  is  not  disposixtf  oi 
its  property  as  speedily  as  they  should.  Li0( 
year  they  had  an  excellent  opportunity  for 
selling.  Stock  was  at  a  hicrh  price,  and  lend 
was  saleable,  and  if  they  had  put  more  of  (bsir 
land  on  the  market  I  believe  it  would  have 
been  taken  up  readily.    I  think  we  ought  to  let 

K  Q  them  know  just  what  they  were  ap- 
pointed for.  It  was  not  to  cany  on 
indefinitely.  At  least,  as  I  understood  it,  they 
were  appointed  for  the  sole  purpose  of  reali^ 
this  business  and  getting  rid  of  it ;  but  I  donoi 
think  they  are  doing  their  duty  in  that  reepeot 
Now,  I  hope  the  next  time  we  oobis  to 
talk  about  this  business  it  will  be  quoted 
rightly.  Sir,  the  last  speaker  waxed  very 
eloquent  about  the  Native-land  laws.  Ihat 
seems  to  be  a  favourite  subject  with  tke 
North  Island  people.  They  are  hungerioi  for 
these  Native  lands,  and  they  want  to  *'  collar" 
them  as  quickly  as  they  possibly  can.  Tb0 
say  that  the  pre-emption  of  the  Crovm  nhoolfl 
be  withdrawn.  Now,  that  is  a  question  wfaioii 
any  Government  should  study  oaxefully  befoit 
making  up  their  mmds  to  withdraw  it,  baeanN 
we  know  it  is  quite  a  different  thing  for  Um 
Government  to  buy  Native  land  and  for  private 
people  to  buy  it.    If  the  Government  inakei  a 

Eurohase  and  it  is  a  favourable  one,  it  is  for  the 
enefit  of  the  whole  colony,  and  not  for  tbeiB* 
selves;  but  in  the  case  of  private  pniohaaen 
they  try  to  get  the  best  of  the  Nativee— wUeh 
is  very  easily  done.  All  of  us  know  that  at 
certain  times  the  Natives  want  money :  and  if 
they  have  any  of  their  friends  dead,  and  thqf 
are  holding  any  of  these  tangis,  and  if  thay 
have  any  land,  they  want  money  on  M 
security  with  which  to  provide  for  these  afiain. 
They  naturally  go  to  somebody  who  has  Iki 
money,  and  these  people  advanoe  them  W. 
much,  and  they  keep  on  advancing  and  chaij^ 
ing  the  Natives  a  very  high  interest  for  tw 
money,  and  in  a  very  short  time  Uie  whole  pdoi 
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of  the  land  hiw  been  advanoed ;  in  fact,  before 
thfl  Native  realises  his  position  he  finds  his 
land  U  gone,  and  he  is  left  without  any,  and  in 
.Um  end  has  to  oome  on  the  colony  for  relief. 
That  is  the  tnie  position.    Then,  besides  that, 
I  think  it  is  very  disadvantageous  for  some  of 
those  who  go  to  settle  on  this  land.    I  know 
mysell of  several  men  who  bought  Native  land 
veiy  cheaply,  but  thoy  found,  when  they  went 
into  the  bash,  that  roads  were  necessary,  and, 
M  they    had    not    the   capital    required    to 
make  roads  to  it,  they  could  not  do  anything 
with  it,  and  eventually  they  lost  their  money. 
Bat  the  Government  are  in  a  position  to  make 
the  roads   when   they  purchase  Native  land, 
and  when  a  man  gets  some  of  the  land  from 
the  Government  he  is  in  a  position  to  do  some- 
thing with  it.      Unless  somSthing    has  been 
done  in  the  construction  of  roads  it  is  no  use 
.talking  of  opening    up  these  lands  at  once. 
The  r^^  should  be  made  first  before  the  land 
J8  opened  up,  and  hence  there  must  be  some 
delay  before  the  Government  can  dispose  of  it. 
I  have  a  lot  of  notes  here  about  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  speech,  but  I  do  not  think 
I  need  follow  him  much  further.    When  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  moved  his  amend- 
ment, it  struck  me  as  being  very  disingenuous ; 
Imt  itill,  on  further  reflection,  I  believe  it  was 
a  veiy  ingenious  amendment  upon  the  Address 
in  Beply.    There  was  no  ground  for  attack  in 
BisBxcellency's  Address.    In  fact,  hardly  any 
•of  the  Opposition  speakers  have  touched  upon 
that  Address  adversely.    Nobody  has  criticized 
Ihe  Address  in  Reply  adversely. 
An  Hon.  Membsb. — There  is  nothing  in  it. 
Mr.  DUNCAN.— Well,  if  that  is  so,  he  had 
Bothing  to   talk    about,  and    he    moved    his 
amendment  so  that  he  could  get  something  to 
talk  about.    I  am  not  going  to  follow  in  that 
direction,  and,  as  for  the  so-called  "  Marine 
Mmdal,"  I  know  very  little  about  it.     The  only 
light  that  was  thrown  on  the  whole  thing  was 
contained  in  the  speech   of    the    honourable 
Biemher  for  Wellington  City  and  the  speech  of 
ike  hoDoarable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
^GUar).    I  do  not  think  there  was  anything  in 
anj  of  the  other  speeches  that  were  made  on 
fttua  Karine  aoandal ;  I  do  not  think  they  were 
'Wth  the  time  they  occupied.    But  these  two 
Aen  did  throw  some  light  on  the  subject,  and  I 
•ikink  we  should  defer  that  matter  now — at  any 
Mto,  I  will  defer  it — until  the  Hoyal  Commis- 
<jfen  finishes  its  investigation.    Now,  the  leader 
'«(the  Opposition,  Captain  Russell,  in  speaking 
ia  this  debate,  twitted  the  honouiable  member 
lor  Dnnedin   City  (Mr.  Millar) — and  several 
^iilherg  have  followed    in  his    wake,  some  of 
^ihfim  being  members  on  our  own  side — upon 
MmethiDg  he  said  about  the  taxation  on  the 
Meeiearies    of    life.      Well,    the    honourable 
j^ntleman  does  not  mean,  nor  does  he  say, 
tiiat  he  would  not  favour  a  reduction ;  but  he 
•ayi  it  was  not  so  bad  for  the  working  people 
10  pay  this  small  sum,  because  the  money  went 
wk  to  them  again.    He  said  that  this  taxa- 
tfon  on  the  necessaries  of  life  only  amounted  to 
ilM  tmall  sum  of  Ts.  or  8s.  per  head,  and  when  it 
tMjvoollacted  and  put  together  it  nearly  all  went 


in  public  works — for  opening  the  back  blocks, 
as  some  member  has  said — and  in  that  way  gave 
employment  to  the  workers.  Nearly  all  of  it 
went  back  to  the  workers.  His  opinion  was 
that  it  would  be  better  to  leave  it  there  until 
we  had  more  income  with  which  we  could 
afford  to  carry  on  this  work  without  trenching 
on  that,  and  then  would  be  the  time  to  reduce 
the  taxation  on  the  necessaries  of  life.  That 
is  the  position  he  took  up,  and  that  is  the 
fairest  position,  and  he  should  not  be  tekxed 
with  saying  that  he  was  not  in  favour  of  lessen- 
ing taxation,  because  I  know  very  well  he  Is 
very  largely  in  favour  of  it,  and  so  am  I  when 
the  opportunity  comes.  I  was  opposed  to  the 
Atkinson  Government  when  they  increased  the 
Customs  duties,  and  I  have  been  opposed  to  it 
all  along,  and  we  have  very  little  to  thank  the 
Government  for  in  reducing  the  tax  on  tea. 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  people  at  large  receive 
one  single  farthing  of  benefit  from  that  re- 
duction ;  it  simply  went  into  the  shippers'  and 
morchants'  pockets. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— I  am  sure  it  did.     We  pay 
the  same  money  for  tea  now  as  we  did  then, 
and  they  tell  us,  *'  We  give  you  better  tea,"  but 
they  do  not.    And  I  would  say  that  if  we  do  go 
in  for  any  reduction  it  should  be  a  sweeping 
away  of  the  duty.    If  we  allow  tea  to  come  in 
free  then  perhaps  the  poor  people  will  get  the 
benefit,  but  a  small   reduction  never  reaches 
them.    It  is  only  throwing  away  several  thou- 
sand pounds  a  year  of  the  income  of  the  colony. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  said  that  the 
workers  have  harder  times  now  than  previously. 
That  is  Captain  RusselPs  statement;  but  he 
gave  us  no  statistics  or  anything  to  show  for  it. 
He  did  not  try  even  to  do  so.    If  he  had  made 
a  fair  trial  and  had  shown  in  any  way  that  it 
was  so,  possibly  he  would  get  some  people  to 
assist  him  in  that.    But  I  think  thoy  are  a 
great  deal  betJier  off  now  than  they  were  then, 
because  three  or  four  years  ago  I  used  to  meet 
meii    in  town   here    who  came  in  from  the 
country,  and  especially  from  Hawke's  Bay,  and 
they  told  me  that  when  they  went  there  for 
work  they  were  told  to  so  and  fwk  the  Govern-, 
ment.    That  was  not  tne  experienoe  of  one  of 
two,  but  of  many  men  who  oame  down  to  Wel- 
lington from  the  country.    Well,  that  has  dis- 
appeared.   I  do  not  hear  anything  of  that  this 
year ;  either  they  have  got  work,  or  they  are 
treated  differently.    And  then  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  that  the  prosperity  should  be 
general.    Well,  I  think  that,  so  far  as  I  know, 
the  prosperity  is  somewhat  general,  even  at  the 
present  time.    I  do  not  know  that  we  have  had 
much  better  times  since  I  have  been  in  Parlia- 
ment, taking  it  all  over,  than  we  have  at  the 
present  time.    We  have  the  testimony  of  the 
honourable   member   for    Ricoacton,    and    of 
nearly  every  member  of  the  House,  that  we 
are  more  prosperous  now  than  we  have  been. 
No  doubt  prices  are  very  low — the  price  of 
wheat  and    potatoes  is  very  low — but  there 
has  been  a  good   crop,  and   a  good  deal  of 
work  for    the  workers;    and  a  good  deal  of 
wheat  will  be  exported,  which  will  bring  some 
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monfiy  into  the  country,  and  I  believe  it  will 
4o  znore  good  all  round.  Added  to  that  the 
grass  erop  bas  been  general,  and  stock  has 
kept  a  good  price;  so  that  if  all  things  are 
balanced  tbis  year  is  much  better  tban  the  last, 
llicn  be  went  for  the  Natiye-Iand  laws,  .which 
I  will  not  touch  upon.  He  then  touched  upon 
the  old-age  pensions,  and  be  stated  that  the 
aged  poor  should  be  supported  by  their  rela- 
tives. That  ifl  all  very  well  at  the  present  day, 
but  the  men  who  came  to  the  colony  when  I  did 
— there  were  one  thousand  five  hundred  landed 
in  Dunedin  in  one  day — bad  no  relatives  in  the 
colony  to  support  them,  and  many  of  them 
have  no  relatives  to  support  them  now.  Look 
at  the  numbers  on  the  West  Coast  and  the 
i^umbers  in  the  colony  who  never  bad  any  rela- 
tives here  but  themselves.  These  men  who 
really  made  the  country  had  no  relatives  in  the 
country;  because  if  tbe  goldfields  had  not 
opened  at  that  date  tbis  country  would  have 
been  a  sheep-run  at  tbis  day.  I  say  that  out 
of  this  one  thousand  five  hundred  men  there 
was  not  one  that  you  could  have  refused 
as  a  colonist,  no  matter  what  qualifications 
you  wanted.  They  were  all  strong  able-bodied 
men,  and  not  tbe  rif!-rafi  or  followers  of  a 
goldfield  ;  they  were  all  bond  fide  miners 
who  had  money,  because  they  knew  they 
;were  coming  to  a  new  country  where  every- 
thing v?as  dear.  They  all  bad  money,  and  the 
men  who  came  were  the  best  men  in  Victoria. 
Well,  these  are  some  of  tbe  men  who  are  re- 
ceiving pensions  now,  and  it  provides  them 
with  something  to  finish  off  their  days  with  in- 
stead of  being  shoved  into  an  Old  Men's  Home 
or  sometbizig  of  the  kind.  Many  of  them  are 
men  living  in  little,  huts,  and  though  the  sum 
received  is  very  little,  it  provides  them  with 
bread  and  butter,  and  this,  with  the  assistance 
which  the  neighbours  no  doubt  offer  them,  will 
leave  tbem  more  comfortable  in  every  way. 
These  men,  to  my  mind,  are  efltitled  to  this 
pension,  and  I  know  a  large  number  will  re- 
ceive it,  so  that  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  rela- 
tives should  be  depended  upon  to  keep  them 
instead  of  tbis  pension  scheme.  Then,  he 
stated  that  there  was  less  land  settlement 
than  under  tbe  previous  Government.  Well, 
that  is  naturally  so.  There  were  no  Grown 
lands  left  when  this  Government  took  office, 
and  they  had  to  look  out  to  get  some  Grown 
lands  for  settlement  purposes — unless  they 
sent  settlers  right  into  the  bush,  which  was  sucn 
a  serious  thing  that  many  young  men  preferred 
leaving  the  colony  to  going  there.  If  we  had 
pot  gone  in  for  this  land-purchase  scheme  they 
would  have  left  the  colony.  What  is  tbe  use 
of  taking  people  from  the  Canterbury  Plains 
and  patting  tbem  on  the  bush  lands  in  the 
^orth  Island  to  make  a  living?  Let  those 
acquainted  with  the  bush  and  its  surroundings 
gradually  go  into  it,  and  let  those  who  live  in 
^e  plains  get  land— if  there  is  any  land  to 
distribute— where  they  will  be  beside  their 
friends,  who  can  help  them  along.  That  is  the 
place  for  them  to  settle.  Then,  the  Opposition 
Bks  a  great  knack  of  trying  to  show  that  any- 
thing  tbe  Government  is  doing  or  has  done 
Mr,  Duncan 


originiited  with  the  Opposition ;  becaose  th^ 
leader  of  the  Opposition  stated  that  Mr.  Bolltfj^ 
at  Auckland,  bad  spoken  of  lands  being  pat« 
chased  for  workers'  homes.  So  he  did,  l^oi(l 
was  spoken  of  long  before  Mr.  Bollard  mep- 
tioned  it.  It  was  spoken  of  over  and  over  agsqi 
in  tJiis  House  before  ever  he  mentioned  it,  ai^ 
it  is  a  thing  that  is  very  necessary.  It  w31  hs 
necessary  now,  to  my  thinking,  to  amend '^ 
Act,  and  have  the  law  in  such  a  way  that  ti^ 
Government  will  not  have  one  penny  to  p|^ 
more  tban  the  value  of  the  land,  whatefermt 
may  be.  Let  us  have  no  more  of  tbis  svizi^ta 
that  we  bad  before  the  Compensauon  Gw(t 
lately  in  Hawke's  Bay.  I  say  it  is  nothingjifl 
but  a  8 vy indie  to  try  and  make  a  claim  Uiaij^ 
man  should  haye  interest  on  his  money  «^ 
he  gets  it.  What  have  we  to  do  wit^  a  naft^ 
money  when  he  gets  it?  Why  shoold  ^ 
guarantee  5  or  10  per  cent,  on  a  man's  mouf 
when  he  gets  it?  It  was  simply  a  clam,  set  ^ 
to. stop  tbe  Government  from  being  able  ]j^ 
compel  any  land  to  be  acquired  in  Hawke'sBl^ 
that  was  what  it  was  done  for,  and  it  a] 
to  have  been  effectual.  It  is  neoesaa^  to 
the  law  altered  so  that  the  Government  am 
tbe  land  for  its  value,  what«>ver  that  may 
and  no  more  and  no  less. 
An  Hon.  Membeb. — Who  is  to  fix  the 
Mr.  DUNGAN.-Well.  the  best  Ichbg 
follow  up  the  plan  which  has  been  inil 
now.  You  have  an  opportunity  of  bearini 
owner  of  the  land,  and  he  can  bring  ei$( 
as  to  its  value.  You  can  see  what  can  be 
out  of  it,  and  what  the  land  is  fit  for  in 
way ;  and  the  buyers— the  Govemment-t] 
bring  forward  the  value  from  their  side, 
show  what  they  think  the  value  is ;  and 
not  think  you  can  get  nearer  than  that, 
have  an  open  Gourt,  and  can  bring  your 
dence  there  :  if  you  can  show  that  the  li 
worth  more  than  the  price  offered,  of 
the  Gourt  will  decide  what  is  a  ^r  thing- 
there  is  a  property  in  my  district— the  first 
was  tried — and  it  is  the  most  suocesaful 
tbe  settlements  under  the  compulsory 
taking  Act— I  refer  to  the  Ardgowan 
At  the  time  we  got  the  Bill  through  Uie  B 
I  thought  that  was  the  first  and  best  ' 
try  the  scheme,  and  I  said  so  to  the  Mi 
even  before  the  Bill  was  passed.  I  Imev 
company  would  not  sell  any  land  unless 
were  compelled  to.  This  property  was 
very  large  property.  It  vna  a  little 
4,000  acres.  It  was  very  close  to  the 
Oamaru,  and  I  knew  it  would  be  suitabla 
large  number  of  people  were  ready  to 
up.  In  my  opinion  that  was  tbe  best 
try  the  experiment  first.  If  it  was  a 
there  we  might  follow  it  up,  and  if  it 
failure  the  Government  could'  abandoik 
scheme.  I  went  to  the  manager  and  got! 
of  the  estate.  I  went  over  the  land  likidi 
it.  The  Land  Purchase  Board  had  a  look 
and  they  asked  me  my  opinion  as  to  its 
I  told  tbem,  and  they  went  to  Oourt 
the  property,  and  settled  it.  It  Is  cue 
most  successful  settlements  in  the  colony. 
An  Hon.  Membeb.— What  prioe  did  thc^ 
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|fr.  DUKOA^.— They^raiTe  iMfeween  Bl  and 
iSffho^EOttte  o^H  liba  kk  for  9$.  6d.  tend  4b.  6d. 
WUA  tti^  tti^.  die  iBxperimiSt  ia  Hawke's 
Biq^  othefr  ooimideiatioB^  osme  io — it  was  nok 
Hfl^piy  the  yrioe  of  tii«ilasid.  I  hope  the  Acting 
HtauMer  of  Lands  wfll  have  the  Act  amended 
to  meet  the  diifiouUy  that  hds  arisen.  Let  the 
o«rtf  get  the  fuU  value  of  hh  property;  hut 
lAen  he  has  got  the  money  the  Government 
«IMd  be  done  with  hhn.  With  regard  to 
thlMe  t^Orkmen's  homes,  there  is  no  township 
ofdny  dse  in  the  colony  that  does  not  require 
Ibstt.  For  land  near  Oamam  they  are  wantin]^ 
Mm  aere,  which  is  absnrd,  to  my  thinking ; 
sod  that  has  bean  the  oaiuse  of  the  failure  of 
the  sefaeme  at  Ohristohnroh,  where  they  have 
baiOr  asking  up  to  £60  and  iB70  an  acre  for 
«me  of  tiie  bod.  What  I  say  is  this :  that 
tUs  Babarban  land  has  to  be  got  somewhere 
ntar  a  railvniy-line.  It  is  of  no  use  buying 
mh  land  at  a  distaoee  from  a  town  unless 
4lsirar  is  a  railway  to  it.  There  should  be  no 
■^tffienlty,  I  think,  in  getting  laiid  soynewhere 
vjthia  three  or  four  miles  of  Ohristchurofa, 
•on  the  railway-lftie^  and,  if  not  availabfe  so 
■oMr,  they  can  go  furtlTer  oA,  aocF  at  a  much 
len  price  than  £70  and  £80  an  acre:  Bui,  if 
jfou  oome  right  to  the  town'  bounidary,  of 
•eowiB,  the  owners  will  want  more  money, 
lly  opinion  is  that  three  to  six  miles  would 
be.  a  fair  dlstaiioe  from  a  town,  an'd' there 
migfat  be  a  railway-station  at  each  little 
-flsMement.  Workmeii's  trafaxs  could  be  run 
aC  teasonabla  hours,  and  at  cheap  ratee.  I 
hope  the  Government  will  not  lose  sight  of 
this  matter,  faeaause  it  is  a  thing  that  is 
very  much  needed.  The  next  thing  Captain 
Botsell  spoke  about  was  the  Samoan  aflair. 
He  said  he  was  sorry  the  Premier  had  offered 
to  send  men  there,  and  he'said,  further,  that 
ve  had  no  really  good  officers,  nor  had  we  good 
noQ-eommnsioned  officers.  We  know  that  our 
offioers  cannot  be  efficient  unless  they  have 
•tEainiDg  and  practice  in  the  handling  of  men. 
I  do  not  know  that  we  want  officers  up  to  the 
-standard  Captain  Russell  would  require.  I 
think  what  we  require  is,  that  every  boy 
at  sehool  should  be  taught  to  use  a  rifle,  and 
they  should  be  provided  with  the  very  best  rifle 
■made. 

An  Hon.  Msmi^.— And  free  ammunition. 

Mr.  DUKCAN.—And  free  ammunition  to  a 
certain  extent,  until  they  are  all  first-class 
shots.  Our  men  are  not 'likely  to  be  wanted 
U>  go  abroad  to  war.  I  think  all  they  will  be 
required  to  do  will  be  to  keep  an  enemy  from 
•cor  slioret,  or,  if  they  land,  to  drive  them  off. 
I  tbhik  our  people  abouM  all  be  trained  to  the 
lue  of  the  rifle.  Such  men*  could  soon  be  made 
valuable  in  repelUng  an  enemy.  If  this  plan 
were  adopted  our  standing  army  need  not  be  of 
great  dimensionB.  We  shall  be  able  to  do  very 
well  withdnt  any  very  heavy  expenditure.  I 
agree  with  the  honourable  member  for  Waikato 
that  there  is  not  enough  encouragement  given 
to  our  country  Volunteers.  The  country  men 
and  lads  are  good  horsemen,  and  are  hardieci 
•and  would  be  more  useful  in  rough  warfare 
'than  our  tovhi  young  men.    The  country  young 


men  are  hardier,  and  oatt  stand  more  f tfel|^ 
on- horseback  than  the  average  townsmAn,  And' 
those  sort  of  troofM  tfre  easily  tnansporitod  fMm* 
plaoM  away  from  railwtfys^they  can  get  Over 
the  ground  bettei^  tbs^  the  town  men. 

Mr.  LANG.^I  desire  to  make  a  p^rttdnal  ex- 
planation .  The  honourable  mem  ber  htt8tm> 
mtentionally  misrepresented  me.  He  made 
one  remarx  which  I  do  not  want  to  go  un- 
contradicted. Hd  made  me  say  I  obf^cted  to 
the  Premier  golhg  to  my  district.  I  think  the 
Preniier  will  bear  me  out  in  this:  thkt  I  in  lio 
way  objected  to  his  visiting  liiy  district.  In 
fact,  I  told  my  constituents  that  the  move  the^ 
Premier  visited  my  district  the  better  pleased 
I  should  be.  The  only  thing  t  objected  to  was 
soine'of  the  statements  the  Premier  mflbde. 

Mr.  SBBDON.— I  must  bear  out  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Waikato  said.  The 
honourable  member  was  very  oourteou^s  indeed 
when  I 'visited  his  district,  and  said  the  of  tenor 
I  came  the  better,  as  I  should  see. the  necessity 
for  roads  and  bridges^  and  the  morb  likely  they' 
would  be  to  get  them. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Sir,  what  I  said  was  thAt 
the  Opposition^aU  of  them — objected  tb  the 
Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  going  from  one  end  of 
the  oo^lony  to  the  other  and  addresaing  phblitf 
meetings.      I  put  it   in   a  general   way.      I 

-  oA  htkye  just  a  word  or  t^o  to  say,  Bit, 
with  regard  to  the  defences  of  NeW 
Zealand.  I  think  the  rifle  associations  should 
be  acknowledged  and  supported  by  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  not  every  man  who  wishes  to  be  a 
Volunteer  all  his  life ;  and  there  should  be  some 
arrangement  come  to  by  which  Volunteers^ 
afier  a  certain  number  of  years  of  service — say, 
five  or  seven  years — should  form  themselves 
into  rifle  clubs,  and  thus  interest  in  Volunteer- 
ing would  on  their  part  be  still  kept  up.  I  do 
not  think,  however,  that  any  one  should  be 
allowed  to  join  a  rifle  club  until  he  had  served 
a  certain  time  in  a  Volunteer  corps.  The  cost 
of  maintenance  of  these  rifle  clubs  would  be 
very  small.  A  small  amount  for  amm.unition,  fk 
range  on  which  to  practice,  and  perhaps  rail- 
way fares  to  competitors,  would  be  all  that, 
would  be  required.  To  keep  up  the  interest  ia 
Volunteering  it  is  necessary,  too,  to  have  some 
corps  to  which,  after  a  certain  period  of  service, 
Volunteers  could  be  drafted.  The  interest  ill 
marksmanship,  too,  would  be  kept  up,  and  I, 
believe  by  carrying  out  such  an  arrangement 
that  would  be  all  that  is  necessary  in  connec- 
tion with  the  defence  of  New  Zealand.  NpWi 
the  members  of  the  Opposition  have  stated  the 
opinion  that  under  this  land-for-settlement 
system  ttie  tenants  should  be  given  the  oppor- 
tunity of  acquiring  the  freehold. 

Hon.  MsMBBBS. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  DUNGAN.—When  I  say  that,  there  is  a 
whole  chorus  of  "hear,  hears.*'  Well,  I  tell 
you  straight  out  it  is  wrong  to  believe  such  a 
thing.  Why  should  we  dispossess  a  man  of  his 
freehold  to  give  it  to  another  man  ?  I. say  the 
land  that  is  bought  for  close  settlement  should 
remain  the  property  of  the  State;  but  I  say 
farther,  that  the  rate  of  interest  should  be  4 
per  cent,  instead  of  6.    The  honourable  meni' 
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*  ber  for  Belwjn  said  a  man  if  he  waDted  to  nail  a 
weatherboard  on  his  cottage  or  pat  a  fenoo  tip 
on  his  farm,  would  do  it  better  if  the  land  was 
bis  own.  l^at  is  certainly  rubbish.  The  land 
belongs  to  the  man  under  the  lease-in-perpetu- 
ity  B^Btem  for  999  yean,  and  it  is  just  as  much 
his  own  as  If  he  owned  the  freehold.  Then,  if 
a  man  wants  freehold  tenure  there  is  plenty 
of  freehold  land  to  be  obtained  all  over  the 
colony ;  and  if  a  man  wanted  freehold  he  could 
dispose  of  his  lease-in-perpetuity  section,  get 
paid  for  his  improvements,  and  take  up  f£«e- 
hold  property.  I  maintain  the  State  should 
never  give  up  the  ownership  of  these  estates 
which  they  have  purchased ;  but  the  rate  of 
interest  should  be  reduced  to,  say,  4  per 
cent,  to  the  tenants ;  or  the  alternative,  which 
is  perhaps  better,  would  be  to  pass  a  Fair  Bent 
BiU  to  apply  to  both  private  and  public  pro- 

Serties.  It  is  said  by  some  that  it  is  an  absur- 
ity  to  come  between  landlord  and  tenant;  but 
what  have  they  done  at  Home  ?  In  Ireland  a 
Commission  has  sat  for  years  to  adjust  the 
rents  of  properties  there.  I  say  again,  that  the 
land  purchased  under  the  Land  for  Settlements 
Act  snould  be  kept  as  an  endowment.  There 
vrill  also  be  a  necessity  for  some  revenue  to 
carry  on  the  work  of  colonising  the  rest  of  the 
country ;  and  there  is  no  better  way  of  obltain- 
ittg  that  revenue  than  by  using  the  rents  ac- 
cruing from  these  lands.  If  you  let  them  get 
(he  freehold,  what  will  happen?  The  very 
thing  will  happen  that  happened  under  the 
late  Government.  What  did  they  do?  The 
last  year  they  were  in  office — the  member  for 
Biccarton  was  not  here  then — there  were  over 
80,000  acres  of  land  that  had  been  dummied 
by  the  friends  of  the  squatters.  The  large 
landholders  had  put  people  in  as  dummies, 
and  when  they  got  the  right  to  purchase,  who 
purchased  it  ?  Why,  the  adjoining  land- 
owners. I  have  the  history  of  the  whole 
matter  here,  in  Hansard,  I  have  here  the 
names  of  those  who  dummied  that  land. 
An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — Where  was  it? 
Mr.  DUNOAK.— The  bulk  of  it  was  in  Oanter- 
bury.  There  were  4,500  acres  of  the  Pareora 
Estate,  belonging  to  the  New  Zealand  Land 
Company,  and  the  very  year  after  there  was  a 
petition  from  that  district  to  get  land  for  settle- 
ment. Over  34,000  acres  were  dummied  and 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Loan  and  Mercan- 
tile, banks,  and  other  large  corporations  in  one 
year.  And  that  is  where  this  land  will  go  again 
if  the  right  to  acquire  the  freehold  is  given ; 
and  I  therefore  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  that 
right  should  not  be  granted  to  the  State  tenants 
of  land  taken  under  the  Land  for  Settlements 
Act.  With  regard  to  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Act,  I  am  very  glad  to  see  that  the  Qovemment 
intend  to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest,  because 
we  find  that  money  can  be  got  privately  now  at 
4}  per  cent.,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the  rate  of 
interest  on  this  State  money  should  be  higher 
than  that  charged  for  outside  money.  There 
is  no  doubt  a  great  deal  of  good  was  done  to 
this  colony  by  the  passing  of  this  Act.  Those 
wbo  are  opposed  lo  this  system  may  say 
what  they  Uke,  but  there  is  no  doubt  wha(- 

Mr.  Duncan 


ever  it  was  the  means  of  bringing  down 
the  rate  of  interest,  and  it  vras  the  meiin» 
of  relieving  a  large  number  of  hard-woiUng 
settlers,  who  were  enabled,  through  obtaininf 
this  money  at  such  a  low  rate  of  interart, 
to  carry  out  much  neoeBsary  work  on  their 
farms  in  the  way  of  improvement,  and  so  em- 
ploying labour,  and  increasing  the  prodnotive- 
ness  of  the  land.  It  was  the  means  too  of 
lessening  to  a  great  extent  the  cost  of  mort- 
gages. The  most  bitter  opponents  'of  this 
measure  when  it  was  being  passed  through  the 
House  were  the  lawyers.  And  what  for?  Be- 
cause the  large  fees  that  vrare  charged  by  them 
have  been  brought  within  reasonable  boimdL 
I  say  this,  that  these  fees  should  be  mm 
lower  than  they  are,  and  it  ought  not  to  ooit 
more  to  register  the  transfer  of  a  farm  thsn  a 
horse.  We  have  no  right  to  have  to  pay  these 
large  sums  of  money  for  the  oonveyancing  of 
land  ;  we  have  no  right  to  have  to  pay  more  in 
the  case  of  land  than  in  the  case  of  oUier  kmdi 
of  property.  We  ought  to  have  to  pay  only  the 
ordinary  price  for  the  drawing  up  of  a  mortgiget 
as  is  done  under  the  Land  for  SetUementB  Aet 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — The  Government  shoiild    | 
knock  off  the  stamp  duty.  i 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— They  should  lessen  it 

An  Hon.  Mkkbeb. — How  will  you  get  it  done 
cheaper  ? 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— They  must  lower  the  stamp 
duty  or  dispense  with  it ;  but  it  is  the  lawyem 
who  are  fattening  on  the  large  fees  received  for 
the  conveyancing  of  land  and  drawing  up  ef 
mortgages.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  lailvaTit 
the  member  for  Tuapeka  was  kind  enough  to^ 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to -the  great 
injustice  that  had  been  done  to  Oamaia  in 
regard  to  the  railway  rates,  and  also  to  the  ease 
of  the  Wellington-Manawatu  Rculway.  WeDr 
Sir,  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman  oonl^ 
scarcely  have  considered  the  matter  before  ht 
spoke  upon  it,  because  with  regard  to  Oamani 
it  cuts  both  ways— it  has  been  an  injury  and  itt 
has  been  a  benefit.  The  settlers  there  have 
cheaper  rates  for  the  carriage  of  their  produce  ta 
Dunedin— just  as  cheap  as  they  had  before— and 
it  is  a  much  quicker  mode  of  oonveyanoe,  ester 
and  the  goods  require  less  handling.  The  gooda 
are  put  on  the  trucks  at  the  siding  and  landed 
in  Dunedin  at  the  price  the  Union  Steamship 
Company  carried  them  at  previously.  So  that 
it  is  an  advantage  to  the  settlers  there,  and 
when  you  go  into  calculations  as  to  what  ma 
received  each  year,  you  will  find  that  it  is  qnile 
sufficient  to  pay  the  tax  that  has  to  be  paid  b» 
the  harbour.  But  if  we  had  not  the  harboor 
the  rates  would  be  just  double  what  they  ara 
I  might  say  that  it  was  not  this  Gtovenuaaol 
that  initiated  this  system  of  difierential  ratasr 
and  it  was  not  the  right  thing  to  do.  I  am  not 
so  selfish  as  to  think  that  we  should  be  (avooni 
more  than  any  other  part  of  the  country ;  and 
I  believe  the  Union  Steamship  Ooinpany  is 
going  to  run  a  steamer  again  between  Osmani 
Timaro,  and  Dunedin—  perhaps  two,  and  ood* 
sequently  some  eurangement  may  be  come  ta  | 
with  regard  to  the  railway  rates.  But  I  repeal 
that  it  was  the  Commissioners  who  did 
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An  Hod.  Msxbxb. — I  do  not  believe  in  the 
Comminionen. 

Mr.  DUNGAH.^Well,  then,  yon  oannot  be- 
Here  in  yonr  chief,  because  he  alwajre  states 
thftt  we  dioold  go  back  to  the  Commissioners. 
He  says  there  should  be  Commissioners  over 
the  nilwaye,  and  Commissionets  for  other  pur- 
poses.   Under  such  a  system  there  would  be 
00  proper  Ministerial  control,  and  perhaps  the 
wages  of  the  men  would  be  reduced.    There  is 
in  adTaatage  in  the  system  of  Govemment 
ooatrol,  as  against  the  control  of  the  Com- 
mbsioners.    Do  we  not  find  that  the  railway 
tnffio  and  revenue  have  been  increasing  year 
by  year  rapidly,  and  increasing  after  all  the 
oonoessioDS  and  reductions  in  fares  and  freights 
that  have  been  given?    We  have  had  oon- 
oesuoDS  on  the  carriage  of  stock,  and  we  have 
bad  Qoncessions  in  uie  passenger-fares,  that 
entble  people  to  travel  to  other  districts  to  see 
what  is   going  on ;    and  we  have  had  lime 
eacried  free.     All  these  concessions  have  in- 
oraased^the  income  from  the  railways,  and  it 
OMSiis  better  business  all  round.    Why,  when 
the  ConmiisaionerB    were    in    office,    if   you 
went  to  them  on   business    connected    with 
Toor  district,    they    would    siinply    sit    and 
listen  to  you,  but  they  would  not  discuss  the 
matter.    They  sent  you  a  stereotyped  form  of 
reply,  that  tne  question  would  receive  con- 
liaeiation,  but  that  was  all  the  satisfaction 
yon  got  in  dealing  with  them.    Now  it  is  quite 
oflefent.    If  we  have  a  grievance  we  have  the 
IGnieter  for  Bailways  here,  and  we  can  deal 
with  him  above-board,  and  insist  that  he  shall 
listen  to  our  complaints ;  and  if  we  do  not  get 
an  answer  from  him,  we  want  to  know  the 
reason  why.     Therefore,  I  believe  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  is  quite  wrong  if  he  thinks  the 
oonntiy  is  going  to  revert  back  to  the  Commis- 
sioners.   If    he   were    in  power  to-morrow  I 
would  defy  him  to  put  the  railways  back  under 
the  Commissioners;    and,  if  he  succeeded  in 
doing  so,  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be 
pat  off  these  benches  at  the  first  opportunity — 
not  that  the  honourable  gentleman's  party  are 
likely  to  be  on  this  side  for  many  years  to 
oome. 
An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Months. 
Mr.  DUNCAN.— I  do  not  think  they  will  ever 
oome  here — not  one  of  them.    If  the  Opposi- 
tion were  to  oome  out  with  new  ideas  in  the 
duedion  of  progress,  they  might  have  some 
ohaooe.    The  people  want  progress  and  fair- 
play  all  round,  and  at  present  the  Opposition 
have  not  a  chance  of  getting  on  these  benches. 
Kow,  Sir,  I  will  conclude  my  speech  by  stating 
that  I  am  very  sorry  the  time- limit  does  not 
pemit  me  to  refer  to  other  matters  that  are 
before  the  House ;  but  I  will  take  an  opportunity 
later  on  of  referring  to  them,  and  of  finishing 
ny  speech. 

Vr.  LEWIS  (Christchurch  City).— Sir,  in 
Being  to  speak  at  this  stage  of  the  debate,  I  sup- 
poee  it  would  scarcely  be  considered  decent  on 
my  part  if  I  did  not  make  some  allusion  to  what 
mis  been  called  the  very  shameful  waste  of 
time,  nor  do  I  intend  to  be  guilty  of  any  such 
omission ;  bnt  on  my  own  behalf,  andr  n  behalf 


of  those  who  follow  me,  I  am  going  to  advance 
this  proposition  :  that  the  waste  of  time  in  the 
future  must  be  laid  at  the  door  of  those  who 
have  spoken  behind  us,  because  every  man  who 
gets  up  makes  statements  in  this  House — and 
the  honourable  member  who  last  spoke  is  no 
exception  to  this  rule 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— -But  I  did  not  speak  behind 
you. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— You  spoke  before  me,  but 
your  very  speech  none  the  less  belongs  to 
the  mighty  past.  I  say,  Sir,  that  every  one 
who  gets  up  in  this  House  makes  statements 
of  such  an  alarming  nature,  and  advances 
arguments  which  are  so  absolutely  fallaoious, 
in  the  opinion  of  some  other  member  of  the 
House,  that  no  conscientious  man — as,  of 
course,  I  am  myself — can  allow  such  mis- 
taken opinions  to  be  imposed  on  the  public. 
So  I  say  that  those  who  preceded  me  are  re- 
sponsible in  a  great  measure  for  the  fact  that 
I  feel  it  my  duty  to  occupy  some  little  time  in 
this  House  in  this  debate.  From  the  first 
I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  establish  a  very 
strong  claim  upon  the  consideration  and  in- 
dulgence of  honourable  members  by  stating 
that  I  am  going  to  make  no  more  than  an  in- 
cidental reference  to  what  is  known  as  the 
"  Marine  scandal." 

An  Hon.  Member. — That  shows  yonr  good 
sense. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Last  night's  division.  Sir,  de- 
cided  that  question,  upon  the  discussion  of 
which  so  much  time  was  occupied  before  the 
division  took  place.  For  my  pare,  it  matters 
little  to  me  whether  now  or  at  any  time  that 
question  should  be  referred  to  a  Committee  ot 
to  a  Commission,  because  I  am  glad  to  know  that 
it  now  has  been  referred  to  that  great  tribunal 
before  which  we  mast  all  appear — the  public. 
And,  Sir,  by  the  decision  of  that  tribunal  1 
shall  be  quite  content  to  abide.  In  passing  I 
might  say,  with  reference  to  what  happened 
last  night,  when  Mr.  John  Hutcheson,  the  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City,  resigned,  that,  while  I 
differ  from  him  on  a  great  many  large  publio 
questions,  and  do  not  suppose  that  as  long  as  I 
remain  a  member  of  the  House  we  should 
always  be  found  to  be  in  direct  political  accord, 
yet  when  the  honourable  gentleman  left  this 
Chamber  I  recognised  that  thoee  doors  had 
closed  upon  a  man.  However,  I  am  by  no  means 
in  sympathy  with  the  suggestion  that  haa 
fallen  from  some  members,  that  the  Minister  of 
Marine  should  resign  his  seat  and  fight  this 
contest  vrith  him.  There  are  ffraver  questions 
to  be  considered  than  whether  he  would  lose  or 
win  the  seat.  How  are  the  affairs  of  the  House 
to  be  conducted  in  his  absence  ?  He  is  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  exercises  control 
over  the  Premier,  and  who  decided  whether 
this  question  was  io  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
or  a  Royal  Commission,  so  that  without  his 
controlling  influence  we  should,  I  am  afraid, 
come  to  a  bad  pass.  I  hope,  therefore,  he  will 
not  be  tempted  to  resign.  The  previous  speaker 
is  always  entitled  to  some  attention  at  the 
hands  of  any  one  who  addresses  the  House,  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Oamaru,  who  pre- 
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oedadxae,  iii»de«>g9»d  many  remarlu  whioh  I 
can  baldly  overtake  in  the  lioiited  6ime  ai  my 
diapeeal.  I  will,  hofwoyer,  address  myseU  to  a 
few.  I  WM  very  maoh  aoiused  by  the  reason  he 
gave  for  the  fact  that  the  Premier  did  not  find  it 
neeessary  to  epeak  at  Oamara.  He  seemed  to 
think  that  it  was  because  Oamaru  is  represented 
by  a  member  in  whom  the  Premier  has  tfa« 
utmost  confidenoe.  It  did  not  appear  to 
oconr  to  him  that  the  style  of  oratory  most 
in  favoHS  at  Oamaru  was  not  the  partionlar 
style  in  whioh  the  •  Premier  shows  to  the 
greatest  advantage.  If  the  electors  of  Oamara 
are  satisfied  with  a  speech  of  thirty  minutes' 
duration  it  couid  not  be  profitably  visited  by 
a  Premier  who  cannot  express  himself  under 
thiee  hours  and  a  half.  I  was  amused  to 
hear  the  honourable  gentleman  conclude  by 
ezprsssing  regret  that  the  exigencies  of  the 
time-limit  had  out  him  short  in  the  full  flow 
of  his  eloquence.  It  is  only  about  a  fort- 
night a^  that  he  addressed  his  constituents  at 
Oamaru :  the  hour  of  meeting  was  eight,  and 
at  a  quarter  to  nine  the  hall  was  empty,  dark, 
swept  and  garnished,  and  everything  was  over. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Were  you  there  ? 

Mr.  LEWIS.— I  am  very  thankful  to  say 
I  was  not.  I  will  presently  tell  honourable 
members  about  someoody  who  was  there.  The 
conolusion  of  the  proceedings  was  quite  in 
keeping  with  its  chraoter  throughout.  When 
the  hoaouraUe  member  had  finished,  what 
happened  ?  Did  any  one  rise  to  propose  a  vote 
of  thanks? 

Mr.  DUNCAN*— Not  likely. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— No ;  the  ohairmsn  very  gravely, 
and,  indeed,  very  properly,  thanked  the  audience 
for  listening  to  the  honourabfe  gentleman — he 
thanked  the  audience  for  so  patiently  listening 
to  the  hcmourable  gentleman  for  thirty  minutes 
by  the  clock.  Then  he  comes  here  and  regrets 
the  exigencies  of  the  time-limit.  There  was 
one  incident  about  this  speech  that  deserves  to 
be  piraserved  in  our  public  records.  A  domestic 
servant  had  her  evening  out  on  the  evening 
of  its  delivery,  and  she  had  arranged  to  pay 
a  visit  to  a  hall  to  be  entertained  by  a  humour- 
ist who  was  going  to  lecture  on  *'  Dickens's 
Women,"  but j  by  a  mistake,  she  blundered  into 
the  hall  where  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
addressing  the  electors.  She  came  out  per- 
fectly satisfied,  saying  that  she  had  been  con- 
siderably amused,  though  she  did  not  know 
whether  she  could  have  stood  much  more  of  it, 
while  the  only  complaint  she  had  to  make  was 
that  the  gentleman  had  not  so  much  to  say  about 
Dickens's  women  as  about  himself.  Now, 
leaving  the  speech  of  the  honourable  gentle* 
man  at  Oamaru,  we  come  to  the  speech  he  has 

t'ust  delivered.  He  followed  in  the  footsteps  of 
lis  leader— I  supppse  wo  must  call  him-— the 
Premier,  and  started  with  a  reference  to  the 
famous  circular  that  was  issued  in  1887  by  the 
Engineer  in  Chief  under  the  Atkinson  Govern- 
ment. What  be  said  was  all  very  well,  but 
what  he  left  unsaid  was  a  great  deal  more  im- 
portant. In  the  first  place,  he  did  not  tell  us 
the  circumstances  under  whioh  this  circular 
was  issaed. 

Mr,  LetDts 
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Mr.  LEWIS.— Precisely  so— staivatieft.  And 
why  f  This  cinnUar  was  iMied  by.tli^  Uti^ 
son  Goverameoat  immediatelyT  after  they  had 
assumed  the  rShia  of  office  —  imiediately 
after  the  colony,  had  been  governed  for  three 
years  by  a  Government  of  wkk)h  the  rmmiwr 
was'  a  most  loyal  and  consistent-  ss^portsTi 
The  Atkinson  Government  was  no  meie  re- 
spcmsible  for  the  state  of  afiaiss  in  wUeh 
the  cokmy  -  was  plunged  at  that  time  then 
I  am ;  they  could  not  hava  been.  The 
Premier,  who  supported  the  Gtovetnment  that 
had  been  in  power  for  three  yeai%  hid  mots 
share  in  the  state  of  affairs  that  existed 
than  MaJQC  Atkinson  could  have  had.  The 
honourable  member  knows  this,  beoanse  hewss 
in  Parliament  at  the  ttme^  but  he  foigot  t» 
state  the  circumstances  whioh  rendewi  it 
necessary  to  make  this  provioion.  He  slis 
omitted  to  tell  us  what  was  the  aeiioti  ci  the 
Premier  in  those  days.  What  did  the  Fnmim 
say?  He  said  this  (I  am  quoting  Itom 
Barnard,  Volume  58,  page  490)  :  SpeaUag 
about  the  rate  of  wages  to  the  unemployed  in 
those  days  he  took  this  stand :  — 

**  Those  who '  had  been  following^  pabhs 
works — the  trcdned  navvies  —  got  togsthsi 
in  gangs,  and  made  9s.  a  day  at  the  prise 
fixed  by  the  gangers.  Now,  this  was  oflfr 
intended  at  all.  .  .  .  What  was  inteodsd 
was  .  .  .  that  theoombinedwa^saoftheie 
who  did  a  great  deal  and  those  who  did  a  htitf 
should  altogether  make  somothing  like  fiaa 
day." 

The  Premier  said  that ;  and  the  wagaa  nadv 
this  famous  circular  of  which  we  have  hetideo 
much  were  4s.  6d.  a  day  for  married  men  in  the 
country ;  and  that,  you  know,  ia  **  aometUif 
like  5s.  a  day."  But  what  did  tho  Prsmier 
say? 

**  What  was  intended  was  that  work  shoili 
be  given  at  a  price  at  which  the  men  shooU 
not  make  less  than  4s.  or  58.  a  day,  but  thef 
should  not  be  in  a  position  to  go  and  make  good 
wages  oc^  of  it,  for  that  was  not  work  for  tks 
unemployed  at  all." 

And  then  the  Premier  introdncas  this  ok* 
oular  as  an  argument  against  thooe  who  vers 
doing  their  best  to  relieve  the  ptessortf  tfaril 
existed,  whioh  arose  out  of  the  adflsiaistiatisa 
of  the  Government  of  whie^  he  was  ^^V^ 
minent  and  consistent  supporter.  The-  Prs* 
mier,  I  am  bound  to  say,  changed  that  wImb 
he  came  intx>  power  and  had  the  ohanee,  fori 
after  the  oo-operative  system  was  introdues^ 
we  find  the  following  startling  change  and  cob- 
trast  made  between  the  wagee  eaoasd  then  b^ 
men  in  different  parts  of  the  cokmy :  In  Tlia* 
naki,  for  instance,  the  wages  reached  ae  low* 
point  as  Is.  lO^d.  per  day  ;  and  in  the  Dnnadis 
district  Is.  lOd.  I  shall  be  told  that  was  **  «st 
or  dry,"  Very  well.  The  Premier  waaa  West 
Coast  member.  Minister  for  PnUio  Woiks,  ssd 
had  control  of  the  system.  Taranaki  hsi 
Is.  lOJd.  per  day^  wet  and  dry ;  and  Ditasdin 
had  Is.  lOd.,  wet  and  dry.  Compare  this'witk 
some  other  more  favoured  dasHdets.  On  the* 
Hokitika-Christchnroh  Bead  the  low«itav«np 
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iTM  6b  3d»,  wet  and  dry ;  wbile  the  highest 
«u9s.,  wet  and  diy.  O'a  one  part  of  the  Grey<- 
flfltttika  Bailwaar  the  aYerag)»  was  Os.  5^.,  wet 
and  dry,  while  on  another  it  was  10s.  4^., 
wak  and  dry's  On  the  Westportr-NgaJoawau  seo- 
Hm  the  average  was  1^.  Id.,  wdt  and  dfy. 
They  have  ezpansiye  ideas  on  the-  Wesfr  Coast, 
lithedv^  wefO'^'dxy/'  the  nfighls  wete  pos- 
«Hy."wet." 

lb.  SEDDON.  —  You  are  wrong.  Galonla- 
tioas  Ib  zespeot  to  waRes  earned  by  those  em- 
pleysd  by  the  Pablio  Works  Department  were 
nol ''  wet  and  dry  "  ;  but  in  the  case  of  those 
employeei  by  the  Lands  Department  the  earn- 
i]]|i  itaM'  oalculated  from  the  time  the  men 
went  on  to  the  time  they  left,  wet  and  dry. 

Me.  LfiWISv— I  felt  sure  the  Premier  would 
bs*e  somtt  explanation  ready ;  but  the  anfor- 
tonate  part  of  it  is  that  we  in  this  House  know 
littis'or  nothing  about  this  oo-operatlYO  sys- 
tesk  We  have  moved  for  returns  and  made 
all  sorts  of  inquiries ;  but  our  motions  are  oon- 
staoily  oppoB^  by  the  GovemmenI,  and  when- 
eforit  suits  them  they  offer  some  explanation 
whish-  may  or  may  not  be  in  aooordanoe  with 
the  facta.  Judging  from  my  usual  experience 
of  the  Premier's  explanations,  I  should  say 

gQ  they  are  generally  not.  But,  Sir,  we 
are  told,  as  we  have  been  by  one,  if  not 
by^  several  others,  that  suoh  things  as  relief- 
wolks  are  dead  and  done  with,  and  that  there 
are  no  suoh  things  in  the  colony  today.  1 
mast  aay  that  I  do  uofc  know  any  statement 
that  strikes  me*  as  being  wilder  and  more  ex- 
tnvagaot,  if  the  statements  of  the  Premier 
hinatlf  are  to  be  relied  upon,  because  we 
have  now  2^76  men<— that  was  the  number 
last  month  —  employed  upon  co-operative 
works,  whioh  the  Premier  says  distinctly  are 
nolbing  more  nor  less  than  relief-works.  Is 
that  true?  The  Premier  does  not  deny  it. 
The  Premier  knows  very  well  that  that 
is  the  desenption  he  has  given  of  the  co- 
opemtive  system,  and,  although  he  is  only 
too  ready  with  his  denials  on  most  occasions, 
he  does  not  deny  having  described  the  co- 
operative works  as  relief-works,  and  that 
toerefore  all  the  men  employed  on  the  relief- 
works  are  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  in  receipt 
of  ebarity.  If  he  should  deny  that,  I  have 
only  to  refer  him  to  Hans(trdy  Volume  101, 
pa^  286,  where  be  will  find  himself  reported  as 
ttying*-and  of  oourse  he  corrected  his  remarks 
hinuelf—-**  Those  on  co-operative  works  are 
only  temporarily  employed,  and  until  their 
neeesnties  are  met."  Seeing,  then,  that  we 
have  2,876  men  who  '*are  only  temporarily 
employed,  and  until  their  necessities  are  met," 
I  think,  if  there  is  a  tendenoy  to  point  to  the 
OBsmployed  in  the  past  and  toTefer  td  the  cir- 
cular that  was  issued  then,  it  is  -only  right  that 
fasts  like  these  should  be  home  in  mind  as 
having  some  bearing  upon  the  present.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  said  there  was 
nothings  in  the  amendment  to  the  Address  in 
Rsply.  Well,  there  was  just  enough  in  it,  at 
all  events,  to  cost  the 'Government  the  losrof 
the  sQpipKtof  a  gentlemlm*who  did  them  as 
anaoh  onditras  any  man  in  their  party.' 


An  Hon.  Mbhbbb. — He  was  always  a  "  leit- 
winger." 

Mr»  SPBaKBB.— There  are  loo  many  inteij4«^ 
tions. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— What  is  more  to  the  pbint  is 
that  he  has  left  the  Government.  I  now  come 
to  the  question  of  differential  rates  in  'the 
country,  about  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Tuapeka  had  something  to  say,  and  to 
whioh  the  honourable  member  for  C>amaru  re- 
plied. It  appears  to  me  that  the  latter  honour- 
able gentleman,  while  trying  to  show  that  these 
rates  do  as  much  good  as  harm,  forgot  tha^^ 
supposing  this  to  be  admitted — there  was  stUl 
the  question  whether  the  good  and  the  harm 
are  fairly  and  equally  distributed.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  fact  of  the  Union  Company  not 
calling  at  the  port  now  compels  many  to  send 
their  things  to  Dunedin  before  they  can  be 
shipped  away ;  and  if  things  are  equal — that  is 
to  say,  that  it  cost  people  12a.  per  ton  to  get 
goods  on  board  a  steamer  at  Dunedin  instead  of 
at  Oamaru. 

Mr.  DUNOAN.— That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Well,  the  Union  steamers  do 
not  call  there. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — They  do. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Well,  we  were  told  they  did 
not,  and  the  honourabie  member  told  us  they 
were  going  to  put  two  steamers  on ;  but,  in  any 
case,  if  this  system  of  differential  rates  tends  to 
starve  the  Harbour  Board,  and  the  harbour 
rates  are  higher  than  they  otherwise  would  be, 
I  do  not  see  any  justification  or  excuse  for  the 
argument  that  the  railway  rates  are  propor- 
tionately lower,  and  therefore  that  a  fair  ave- 
rage is  arrived  at,  because  those  who  do  not  use 
the  railways  have*  no  right  to  be  taxed  through 
the  Harbour  Board  rates  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  do.  But  the  honourable  member,  in  speak- 
ing of  the  Commissioners,  and  seeking  to  reliove 
the  Government  from  all  blame  in  the  matter, 
overlooked  the  fact  that  when  the  parties  now 
in  power  were  in  opposition  and  went  to  the 
country,  if  they  had  one  plank  more  than 
another  in  their  platform  it  was  that  they  word 
going  to  get  rid  of  the  Railway  Commissioners 
and  all  their  works.  For  instance,  in  the 
speeches  made  in  Christohuroh  by  Messrs. 
Reeves  and  Perceval,  they  dealt  with  this  very 
question  of  differential  rates  at  Oamaru,  saying 
that  it  vras  a  crying  iniquity,  a  huge  shame, 
and  by  inference  promisiug  that  if  they  only 
got  into  power  this  injustice  would  be  redressed 
and  the  inequalities  removed.  Yet  nine  years 
afterwards  we  find  the  same  state  of  things  pre- 
vails, and  the  promises  made  unredeemed. 
Although  I  am  not  going  into  the  question  now, 
I  may  say  that  I  could  reproduce  colunm  after 
column  in  whioh  tliey  promised  to  rsmove 
those  grievances.  But  they  exist  to-day.  They 
removed  the  Commissioners,  but  they  retained 
the  system  and  the  rates.  So  far  as  I  can  see, 
the  ^hfference  is  the  difference  between  tweedle- 
dum and  tweedledee.  Instead  of  three  Com- 
missioners we  have  one  Minister  and  two  heads 
of  departments.  We  can  approach  the  Minis- 
ter,  it  is  true,  but,  so  far  as  Ganterbtury  is  oon- 
oemsd,  we  might  just  as  well  have  the  Com^ 
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nn'sBioners  in  power.  I  now  come  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Danedin  City  (Mr. 
Millar),  who  seconded  the  Addreee  in  Beply. 
He  had  a  good  deal  to  say  about  the  labour 
laws  of  the  colony,  and,  as  my  district  is 
one  in  which  the  labour  laws  are  in  active 
operation,  I  should  like  to  discuss  some  of  the 
questions  he  raised,  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
a  different  complexion  upon  some  of  his  state- 
ments. He  tells  us,  for  instance,  that  before 
the  present  Government  came  into  office  such 
a  thing  as  a  labour  law  was  unknown. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.—So  it  was. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— I  do  not  think  so.  What  laws 
are  now  regarded  as  the  sheet-anchor  of 
labour?  Are  they  not  the  Truck  Act  and 
the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act?  The 
Truck  Act  which  is  now  on  the  statute-book  is 
a  verbatim  copy  of  the  Truck  Act  introduced 
by  Sir  Harry  Atkinson's  Government  in  1890. 
The  Arbitration  and  Conciliation  Act  now  on 
the  statute-book  is  an  extended  form  of  the 
Arbitration  and  Conciliation  Bill  introduced 
by  Mr.  W.  Downie  Stewart,  when  a  follower 
of  the  Atkinson  Government.  At  the  time  it 
was  introduced  that  Bill  was  opposed  by  Sir 
Gheorge  Grey  and  Mr.  Ballance,  on  the  ground 
that  it  went  too  far.  That  was  the  ground 
upon  which  opposition  to  it  was  based,  yet 
now  we  find  it  in  eui  expanded  and  extended 
form  passed  by  this  Government,  and  they  take 
all  the  credit' for  it.  If  that  is  so,  if  thiR  ex- 
panded form  is  such  a  good  thing,  why  did 
they  oppose  the  Bill  when  it  was  introduced  by 
a  previous  Ministry  ?  In  that  session— not  to 
mention  the  previous  sesAions— other  Bills  were 
introduced — the  Employers*  Liability  Bill,  the 
Factory  and  Shops  Bill— and  I  am  going  to  show 
wliy  tbey  were  not  passed  presently — the  Ship- 
ping and  Seamen's  Bill,  and  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Classification  Bill — which,  I  suppose,  has 
some  relation  to  labour;  but  when  they  passed 
it  what  happened  ?  Mr.  Ballance  begged  them  I 
to  defer  It ;  Mr.  Perceval  moved  that  the  discus- 
sion be  deferred,  and  the  subject  be  submitted  to 
a  Royal  Commission ;  and  the  Premier  voted  for 
Mr.  Perceval's  amendment.  How  was  it,  then, 
that  these  Bills  that  were  introduced  were  not 
passed  ?  I  should  have  said  that  Mr.  Beeves, 
who  afterwards  became  Minister  of  Labour, 
said  before  l^is  constituents,  in  reference  to  the 
Arbitration  and  Conciliation  Bill,  that  it  went 
too  far,  and  that  unions  had  the  right  to  retain 
their  power  to  strike.  Now,  Sir,  in  a  mani- 
festo Sir  Harry  Atkinson  issued  before  the 
general  elections  of  1890  he  said, — 

"  The  abuse  of  the  freedom  of  speech  which 
the  present  rules  allow  to  members  has  be- 
come more  and  more  marked  during  every 
succeeding  session  of  late  years,  and  may  be 
said  to  have  culminated  last  session  in  the 
stoppage  of  much  useful  legislation,  and  this 
not  because  the  measures  were  themselves  ob- 
jected to,  but  simply  with  the  hope  of  throwing 
discredit  upon  the  Government,  and  forcing  a 
second  session  during  the  present  year." 

The  honourable  gentleman  asked  just  now 
why  these  Bills  were  not  passed.  I  tell  him 
that  the  Conciliation  Bill  was  not  passed  be- 
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cause  it  was  opposed  by  the  leaders  of  th» 
Liberal  party  in  those  days. 

Mr.  TANKER.— Why,  there  was  not  a  divi* 
sion  upon.lt  in  the  House. 

Mr.  LEWIS. — I  am  quite  aware  of  that. 

Mr.  TANNEB.— It  was  sent  to  a  Committer 
and  never  came  back. 

Mr.  LEWIS. — I  am  quite  aware  of  that. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbbb.— The  Government  had  a. 
majority. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Will  the  honourable  member 
explain  to  me  what  was  the  meaning  of  th» 
proposal  to  postpone  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Classification  Bill  ? 

Mr.  TANNEB.— I  was  not  here  in  1890.  i 
take  my  information  from  the  Journals. 

Mr.  LEWIS. — I  take  mine  from  the  same 
source,  and  what  the  Journals  and  Hanaa/rd^ 
can  tell  us  I  have  stated. 

Mr.  TANNEB.— They  do  not  show  a  divi- 
sion on  the  Strikes  and  Boards  of  Conciliatioik 
Bill  in  1890. 

Mr.  LEWIS. — No;  but  it  was  strenuously 
opposed  by  Sir  George  Grey  and  Mr.  Ballanoe. 
The  Government  then  was  not  nearly  so  strong 
as  the  present  Government,  and  the  present 
Government  have  nothing  like  such  determined 
obstructionists  opposing  them  as  the  present 
Premier  was  in  those  days.  Well,  those  were 
some  of  the  measures  introduced  in  the  last 
session  of  the  Atkinson  Administration,  and 
that  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  they  were  not 
passed.  The  honourable  member,  Mr.  Millar^ 
stated  that  the  previous  Administration  had 
built  a  lighthouse,  but  this  one  had  put  in  the 
light.  I  am  prepared  to  accept  his  statement 
with  the  sligntest  possible  modification.  I  ga 
with  him  to  this  extent:  that  the  previous 
Administration  erected  the  structure,  and  the 
present  party  have  supplied  the  gas.  But 
when  he  and  other  honourable  members  talk 
about  what  the  Opposition  have  said,  to  the 
effect  that  they  would  not  repeal  measures  now 
on  the  statute-book,  I  would  ask  him  to  men- 
tion any  one  great  policy  measure  parsed  by 
any  Gk>vemment  which  has  been  repealed  l^ 
its  successors. 

An  Hon.  Si^mbeb. — The  property- tax. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— WeU,  if  somebody  had  not 
told  me  that  they  had  repealed  the  property- 
tax,  I  myself  should  never  have  known  it.  It 
made  a  difEerenoe  to  me,  I  think,  of  some  15b.» 
and  I  could  not  tell  you  which  waiy  it  was.  I 
have  been  through  Cumin's  Index  in  search  for 
Bills  that  have  been  repealed,  and,  while  there 
are  some  small  local  Bills  and  things  of  that 
sort  which  have  been  passed  for  the  time  being 
and  lapsed  or  have  been  incorporated  with 
other  Bills,  I  could  not  find  an  instance  in 
which  a  Government  has  repealed  a  policy 
measure  of  its  predecessors.  We  all  know  thskt 
the  laws  on  the  statute-book  are  very  different 
things  indeed  from  Bills  originally  introduced 
in  this  House,  as  the  opposition  itself  to  the 
proposals  as  introduced  nas  manifestlv  had  tba 
effect  of  changing  them  very  considerably,  apart 
altogether  from  the  treatment  those  Bills  may 
have  received  in  another  place.  Ministers  gt^ 
before  the  country  someumes   and  ask   for 
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ondit  for  laws  whioh  they  olaim  to  have 
plaoed  on  the  statute-book,  when  those  laws 
Dear  little  or  no  resemblanoe  whatever  to  the 
Bills 'Originally  inttodacecli  whioh  snpply  the 
standard  by  whioh  I,  for  one,  will  always  judge 
%  Goveminent.  And  I  say  a  great  deal  of  the 
opposition  that  has  taken  plaoe  in  this  House 
to  the  Ministerial  proposals  has  been  in  the 
direction  of  modifying  them  and  improving 
them  to  a  very  oonsiderable  extent.  Leaving 
that  question,  Sir,  when  the  honourable  mem- 
ber came  to  the  subject  of  the  Arbitration  and 
GoDoiliation  Bill,  while  I  was  in  accord  with 
him  to  a  large  extent  in  what  he  said  as  to  the 
abolition  of  the  Conciliation  Court  or  an  ex- 
tension of  its  powers — ^because  I  said  that 
myself  two  years  ago — I  did  not  agree  with 
him  when  he  expressed  the  hope  that  a  Judge 
should  be  appointed  especially  to  deal  with 
oases  brought  before  the  Arbitration  Court. 
It  seems  to  me  that  that  would  be 
proceeding  on  altogether  wrong  lines.  If 
It  is  found  necessary — and  I  quite  agree 
that  ik  is  necessary — that  there  should  be 
another  Judge  to  deal  with  such  matters,  then 
I  think  the  difficulty  should  be  met  by  appoint- 
ing another  Judge  to  the  Supreme  Court  Bench, 
and  then  allow  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  to  allocate  the  work  of  the  Arbitration 
Oourt  amongst  themselves.  Because  if  you 
appoint  a  Judge  for  the  special  purpose  of  pre- 
oding  over  the  deliberations  of  the  Arbitration 
Goort,  rightly  or  wrongly — probably  wrongly — 
you  will  be  told  that  that  Judge  has  been 
selected  because  of  his  views  on  the  labour 
question  in  one  direction  or  the  other,  and  if 
sQch  a  feeling  as  that  prevailed  I  say  the  use- 
folness  of  the  Arbitration  Court,  the  respect  it 
is  entitled  to,  and  the  weight  of  its  findings 
would  be  very  materially  lessened.  I  should 
be  very  glad  to  hear  that  the  Government  had 
appointed  another  Supreme  Court  Judge,  but 
I  should  be  very  sorry  to  hear  that  they 
had  appointed  a  Judge  specially  to  pre- 
side over  the  Arbitration  Court.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  reduction  of  taxation  to  whioh 
the  honourable  gentleman  alluded  is  one  upon 
whioh  I  agree  with  him,  although  my  rea- 
son for  doing  so  is  different  from  his.  I  have 
always  told  the  people  that,  so  far  as  any  possi- 
bility of  reducing  taxation  on  the  necessaries 
of  lUe,  or  anything  else,  is  concerned,  I  think 
it  is  only  by  the  exercise  of  rigid  economy  that 
we  can  escape  from  increase  of  taxation  in 
some  shape  or  another.  And  the  only  way  in 
which  I  can  see  we  can  escape  taxation  is  by 
sstabtishing  some  system  of  local  government 
—some  form  of  local  government  involving 
loesl  responsibility  for  local  expenditure  under 
looal  control,  which  will  relieve  the  general 
tanayers  of  this  oolony  from  the  necessity  of 
flnmng  money  for  public  works. .  The  present 
system  is  altogether  wrong  in  principle,  and  it 
piseses  particularly  on  the  taxpayers  of  Canter- 
DQiy,  where  we  pay  £60,000  or  £100,000  per  year 
taxation  whioh  is  expended  in  other  parts  of  the 
oolony,  and  of  which  not  a  sixpence  comes  back 
to.  Canterbury.  Unless  some  improved  system 
of  local  government,  involving  some  different 


system  of  carrying  on  our  public  works,  is  intro- 
duced I  do  not  see  how  we  can  escape  an  in- 
crease of  taxation.    Then,  to  come  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  freehold,  which  is  exercising  tho 
minds  of  a  good  many  honourable  members,  in- 
cluding the  member  for  Oamaru,  I  was  con- 
siderably amused  at  the  attitude  adopted  by^ 
the  honoarable  gentleman  who  represents  Wai- 
taki.    He  confessed  that  owing  to  the  number 
of  Crown  tenants  in  his  electorate  his  viewa 
had  undergone  considerable  modification.    He- 
said  he  had  always  been  opposed  to  the  freehold,, 
but  there  were  so  many  Crown  leaseholders 
amongst  his  electors  that  he  found  it  neces- 
sary to  provide  some  means  of  meeting  their 
wishes  whilst  at  the  same  time  preserving  a&. 
appearance  of  consistency.    Sir,  he  had  what 
he  regards  as  an  original  scheme,  which  is  al- 
most identical  with  the  one  I  myself  proposed 
two  years  ago.    I  do  not  care  what  you  call  it 
— whether  freehold,  or  leasehold,  or  perpetual 
lease  or  anything  else.    What  I  want  is  some- 
system  under  which  a  man  can  sit  rent-free,, 
and  that  is  the  position  I  imagine  every  one  is 
anxious  to  occupy.    So  long  as  you  can  sit  rent- 
free  I  do  not  care  what  name  you  may  affix  to 
the  form  of  tenure,  or  what  process  you  adopt. 
My  proposal  was  that  the  Crown  tenants  should 
be  allowed  to  redeem  their  rents,  as  has  been 
done  in  some  parts  of  England,  where  men 
have  been  sJlowed  to  redeem  their  tithes.  They 
should  be  allowed  to  pay  in  their  capital  value,, 
and  as  that  is  paid  in  they  should  gradually 
cease  to  pay  rent,  while  the  money  so  paid  in 
would  be  available    for    further  repurchases. 
But  the  conditions  with  regard  to  improve- 
ments, and  so  on,  may  still  remain,  and  the 
Land  Board  may  still  have  power  in  the  matter 
of  transfer.     The  Land  Transfer  Office,  as  was 
proposed  by  the  honourable  member  for  Sel- 
wyn,  could  refuse   to    issue  transfers  except 
on  such  conditions  and  under  such   circum- 
stances as  the  Land  Board  approved.     The 
honourable  member  for  Oamaru,  in  speaking 
about  the  present  tenure,  said  that  surely  999* 
years  was  enough  for  any  one  man.     Well, 
there    is    something    in    his    argument ;    but 
immediately  after  he  said,  "  What  we  want  is 
a^Fair  Bent  Bill."   So  that,  whereas  a  man  now 
has  his  land  under  a  fixed  rent  for  999  years, 
the  honourable  gentleman  wanted  to  have  a 
Fair  Rent  Bill,  under  which  his  rent  might  be 
increased  or  reduced— ^most  probably  increased 
— from  time  to  time  as  it  happened  to  suit  the 
Government  of  the  day  to  put  the  Act  in  force. 
And  how  a  Fair  Bent  Bill  is  at  all  compatible 
wito  a  system  of  999  years'  tenure  at  a  fixed 
rental,  whioh  the  honourable  member  says  is  as 
good  as  freehold,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand. 
In  the  course  of  his  speech  the  member  for 
Masterton  spoke   about   the    evictions  whioh 
have  taken  place  in  the  country  from  whioh 
he  hails.    I  do  not  know  if  he  was  evicted, 
but,  if  so,  it  was  a  very  fortunate  thing  for 
this  country.    But  the  honourable  gentleman 
seemed  to  overlook  the  fact  that  these  people 
who  were  evicted  were  leaseholders,  whereas, 
if  they  had  been  freeholders,  he  must  admit 
these  evictions  would  not  have  taken  place* 
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U  is  wiih  «  view  of  pafcliag  a  stop   to  the 

-oontiniied  eviotions   that  have    taken    plaee 

onder  the  present  eyetem,  and  to  give  a  man 

•ooie  |noeniive  to  a^oraiM  the  power  of  sittiag 

rent-free,  that  trhe  Opposition  memhers  have 

made  (he  propoeals  they  have  put  forward. 

Speaking  of  the  Bakaia  railway  aooident,  we  all 

kniO<[f  that  a  Commission  sat  to  inquire  into 

tha*  aocident.    Of  oonrse,  I  am  not  gtlog  to 

prejudge  the  finding  of  that  Commission,  but 

I  want  to  draw  attention  to  the  oootfse  the 

'Government  has  adopted  la  oonnbotion  with 

•one  who  was  as  mnoh  a  viotim  of  that  aooident 

as  any  of  the  injured — I  allude  to  the  driver  of 

the-  train.    That  man  was  sospended  the  day 

tho'aecident  happened,  and,  no  doubt,  properly 

-so.    He  stood  his  trial  in  the  Supreme  Court 

before  a  jury  of  his  peers  for  manslaughter,  and 

the  jury  found  that  he  was  not  responsible  for 

•the  acoident. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  did  not  find  thai. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Well«  what  did  they  find? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  he  Was  not  guilty  of 
^manslaughter. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Preoisely.  If  he  had  been  re- 
sponsible for  the  aocident  he  would  have  been 
guilty  of  manslaughter.  Well,  at  all  evente  the 
jury  said  he  was  not  guilty ;  yet  the  Govern- 
ment would  neither  dismiss  him  nor  take  him 
on  to  drive  again,  but  since  the  aocident  hap- 

Sened  until  the  other  day  that  man  was 
Qgering  under  suspense,  without  knowing 
whether  he  would  be  taken  back  into  the 
service  or  not.  He  had  some  offers  of  private 
employment,  and  I  am  glad  he  has  accepted  a 
position  at  better  wages  than  he  had  in  the 
Government  service. 

An  Hon.  Msmbbb. — He  was  on  dntyelghty- 
-four  hours  before  the  aooident. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Yes,  that  is  beyond  doubt; 
but  there  are  other  ciroumstanoes  which  I  do 
not  think  it  proper  to  allude  to  until  we  have 
the  finding  of  the  Commission-^circumstances, 
"Sir,  which  reflect  more  upon  the  Government 
than  upon  anybody  else.  One  of  the  principles 
of  our  Constitution  is  that  no  man  should  be 
tried  twice  for  the  same  ofienoe.  This  man 
has  been  tried  twice,  and  whether  he  is  found 
guilty  by  the  Commission  or  not  does  not  affect 
-the  position  at  all.  The  Premier  in  going  up 
-and  down  the  country  has  raised  his  mighty 
voice  against  monopolies,  which,  he  has  told  us, 
he  has  been  fighting  with  all  the  force  at  his 
disposal,  and  with  success.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  legislation  he  has  been  instrumental 
in  passing  is  responsible  for  the  creation  of 
some  great  monopolies.  Last  session,  for  in- 
stance, we  passed  an  Act  called  the  Stook  Act, 
the  effect  of  which  has  been  to  build  up  one  of  the 
biggest  monopolies  in  Christohuroh.  I  refer  to 
the  clause  which  enabled  companies  to  pay  In- 
spectors to  pas9  their  meat.  The  whole  retail 
trade  in  Christchurch  is  gradually  passing  into 
the  hands  of  one  or,  at  most,  two  large  com- 
panies ;  and  this  is  being  done  under  the  pro- 
visions  of  legislation  passed  by  the  Premier 
who  says  he  is  heart  and  soul  opposed  to  mono* 
^hes  of  every  sort.  The  Ohristohurch  mem- 
4)ers,  and  several  others,  including  the  member 
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for  Dunedin  Oity,  will  beatf  me  onfc  i» 
that  the  retail  tobaooo-tiadera  also  have 
put  to  enormous  trouble  in  eoneeqnenea  <tf  the 
operation  of  tiM  Tobaooo  Aot.  In  the  tebasBaf 
tradct  where  a  numbei  of  small  tradesmen 
were  engaged  in  the  raanuf  aetare  of  eigarettei^ 
the  Qoveenment  appeared  suddenly  upoof  the 
scene.  The  tobacconists  were  toUt  tMy  had 
not  been  given  permission  to  make  these  elgav-. 
ettes,  and  that  their  machines  were  not  sneh 
as  the  law  sanctioned.  I  do  no«  knovr  wlMtfasi 
it  was  the  Gk>vemment  or  somebody  else  who 
found  this  out  for  them,  but  they  went  itt'  and' 
stopped  the  use  of  these  small  machines,  the 
effect  of  which  was  to  throw  the  entire  trtAs 
into  the  hands  of  one  gigantic  firm.  • 

Mr*  HALL- JONES.— They  wece  not  stopped. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— I  am  thankful  to  say  thai 
repieeentations  were  made  to  the  Government^ 
and  the  restriction  was  removed  for  a  Ume; 
bat  that  that  restriction  was  plaoed  on  thoss 
machines,  and  that  it  has  not  yet  been  finally 
removed,  is  a  faot,  as  very  many  of  us  know. 
There  is  a  shipping  monopoly  also.    The  Prs- 
mier  has  been  insteumental  in  building-up  a 
monopoly  on   behalf  of   one  line  onder  oir- 
oumstancee  not  yet  fully  disclosed;  and  about 
which   more   will    be    heard.    I    believe   the 
correspondence  has  been  moved  for,'  and  some 
of  us  will  take  an  opportunity  of  debatuig  the 
question.    There  are  circumst^moes '  about  it 
over  which '  daylight  will   have  to    be  oask 
Again,  what  is  the  tendency  of  all  this  labour 
legislation  ?    What  is  the  tendency  of  the  Shop 
Hours  and  Factories  Acts  aS  at  present  edmii^ 
nistered?     And    the   Faotories   Act,   and  so 
forth  ?    Why,  it  is  altogether  againat  the  man 
who  is  struggling  in  a  small  way.     If  he  is 
engaged  in  the  manufaoture  of  one  partiou- 
lar  article,  and  can  devote  his  whole  atten- 
tion to  that,  then  he  is  oomparatively  safe ;  or 
if  he  is  the  proprietor  of  a  large  factory  or  a 
large  shop  he  is  ooznparatively-safe :  but  if  he 
is  a  small  struggling  man  who  endeavours  to 
combine  a  factory  wUh  a  shop,  or  a  wholesale 
with  a  retail  establishment,  then  he  finds  him- 
self subieoted  to  all  sorts  of  harassing  restrie- 
tions  which    make  it  impossible  for  him  to 
compete  with  those  more  favourably  situated. 
In  Ohristohurch,  for  instance,  there  is  to-day  a 
splendid  opening  for  a  large  modernly  equipped 
and  up-to-date  bakehouse  whioh  shall  be  rud  to 
supply  the  trade ;  but  the  small  man,  who  has 
been  struggling  to  make  a  living  in  a  small 
way,  has  all  sorts  of  restrictions  plaoed  upon 
him.      It  refiects  no  diseredit  on   those  who 
passed  these  laws  to  say  that  ezperienoe  has 
shown  that  all  sorts  of  anonialies  whioh  they 
did  not  foresee  have  spnlng  up,  and  that  the 
laws  should  be  amended.     During  tiie  eaily 
history  of  these  laws  the  Inspectors  wem  sati» 
fled  to  obtain  ocoastonal  oonviotione  for  ordi- 
nary breaches  of  the   Act.      These    ordinaiy 
breaches  lapsed,  but  still  the  Inspector  most 
obtain  a  certain  number  of  convictions  in  order 
to  retain  his  position.'    In  order  to  do  that  hs 
has    CO    sit    up    at    night  with    a  wet  towel 
round  his  head  trying  to  detect  some  means 
of   proving   that  some  shopkeeper  has  oodi- 
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wtted  a  purely  fceohnieal  breach  of  the  Aot. 
goQ     I(  is  owing  to  the  industry  of  these 
^*^'    men  that  we  hwn  been  enabled  to  die- 
eofMT  anomalies,  of  which  a  plentiful  crop  has 
pnseDted  itself.    I  hope,  Sir,  the  GoYemmeat 
will  this  session  give  the  House  an  opportunity 
of  not  in  any  way  impairing  the  usefulness  of 
theie  measures,  but  of  correcting  the  anomalies 
that  have  been  prored  to  exist,  to  the  detri- 
ment  alike   of    employers  and   employed.    I 
weuH  like  now  to  say  a  few  words  about  an 
honourable  member  who  is  not  at  present  in 
the  House,  although  I  invited  him  to  be  present 
—a  few  words  somebody  ought  to  have  uttered 
en  DOW.    I  allude,  Sir,   to   the  member  for 
Bllosmere.    This    honourable   gentleman    the 
sther  night  gave  us  a  lecture  in  his  usual  style. 
He  is  in  so  way  unnerved  by  the  want  of 
attention  paid   to    his  lemarks  in  the  past; 
Vut,  on  the  contrary,  we  find  him  becoming 
more    and   more    aggressive    every   time    he 
stands  up  in    this  House.    The    fact  is   the 
old  hands  have  refused  to  take  him  at  his  own 
vakiation,  and  therefore  have  allowed  his  re- 
narks  to   pass  unnoticed,  while  the  younger 
nembers,  like  myself,  although  perhaps  not 
Tounger  than  himself  in  years,  have  felt  that 
it  ti  «ot  for  them  to  chide  and  to  correct  any 
member,  no  matter  how  grievous  his  fault  may 
be.    But,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentlemen  has 
gene  to  such  lengths  in  his  recent  speech  that, 
while  I  would  not  dream  of  putting  myself  on 
the  high  level  of  excellence  to  which  he  thinks 
he  has  attained,  I  do  not  for  once  mind  lower- 
leg  myseH  to  the  position  whioh  he  really  does 
eoeupy  in  the  estimation  of  members  of  this 
House.    He  has  adopted  a  habit  of  scolding 
members  on  both  sides  of  the  House.    Perhaps 
be  is  not  the  only  member  who  scolds.     I  have 
heard-  it  said  that  the  Premier  does  the  same, 
and  that  the  member  for  Gaversham  and  the 
member  for  Masterton  have  a  similar  habit.    I 
have  even  heard  it  said  that  the  member  for 
Bioearton  sometimes  scolds.    But,  then,  these 
members  scold  only  one  side  of  the  House, 
while,    from    his    lofty    perch    of  proud   pre- 
eminence, the  member   for  Ellesmere   scolds 
both  sides.    To  do  this  to  a  greater   ad  van - 
tege  be  occupies  a  seat  as  nearly  as  possible 
in  the  middle  of  the  chamber.      He  does  so 
under  the  ImpreRslon  that  if  he  occupied  a  seat 
on  either  side  the  whole   building  would  tip 
up.    That  impression  on  his  part  is  an  error ; 
but  I  am  bound  to  say  that  the  impartiality 
which  characterizes  his  utterances  constitutes 
their  chief,  if  not  their  whole,  charm.    The 
other  night,  however,  he  actually  praised  some 
one,  but  the  praise  he  rightly  bestowed  on  the 
member  for  Wellington  City  was  in  reality  the 
most   scathing   denunciation    of    the   present 
Ministry  that  has  so  far  fallen  from  the  lips  of 
any  member  of  this  House—I  refer  to  the  ooca- 
skMi  on  whioh  the  honourable  member  spoke 
of  "  an  ofganiied  system  of  conspiracy  and 
'fnud,*'  and  so  forth.     Honourable  members, 
of  eourse,  remember  the  terme  ihat  were  used. 
Se  also  eaid  the  details  were  not  pertinent 
to  the  ^estion,  and  that  Ministers  were  not 
en  4keir  irial.     He   might   have   gone   fur- 


ther, and  said  that  he  was  determined  •  they 
never  ^honld    be ;    while,    as    for   his  4tftte- 
ment  that  no  matter  whether  a  Commission  ot' 
a  Parliamentary  Committee  had  been  set  ap 
the  Opposition  would  have  voted  against    it, 
he  might  also  haye  said  he  would  have  voted 
in  favour  of  whatever  method  was  seleoted. 
This  is  remarkable,  Sir,  when    we    eonsides' 
what  this  honourable  member  considers  to  be 
his  mission  in  life ;  and  I  may  here  say  that  the 
only  thing  to  be  avoided  more  than  a  man  who 
has  a  mission  in  life  is  a  woman  similarly 
equipped.     At  all  ovents,  he  has  a  mission  in 
life,  and  I  would  ask  the  House  to  guaee  whai 
it  is.     I  hope  honourable  members  are  firm  In 
their  seats.    The  mission  in  life  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ellesmere  is  to   keep    the 
Premier  straight.     Now,  it  is  something  to  he 
fired    by    a   noble    ambition,    but   it   is    not 
wise  to    bite  off   more  than  you  can  chew; 
and  I  venture  to  think  the   honourable  mem- 
ber's course  of  action  is  scarcely  calculated  to> 
achieve  the  object  he  has  in  view.  For  instance,, 
take  him  on  the  question  he  knows  most  about,, 
or,  at  any  rate,  talks  most  about — perhaps  it  ia 
not  the  same  thing — the  question  of  finance* 
He  is  everlastingly  prating  to  the  countrv  and 
to  the  House  on  finance.  He  advises  the  House 
never  to  lose  control  of  the  finances ;  he  is  very 
eloquent  when  speaking  about  the  estimates  aod 
how  necefisary  it  is  to  scrutinise  them  in  t he- 
narrowest  manner,  and  to  let  no  single  item^ 
escape  observation.     What  did  he  do  last  year  f 
On  the  first  night  of  the  estimates  there  was  a 
proposal  before  the  House  to  increase  a  vote  by 
£26.     The  honourable  gentleman  was  one  of 
those  who  thought  the  increase  should  not  be 
allowed,  and   I  was  one  who  thought  it  did 
not  particularly  matter ;  because  I  take  this 
view :  If  any  one  proposed  that  the  estimates 
should    be    reduced    by    £10,000,    £50,000,  or 
perhaps    £100,000,    I    would    be   prepared   to 
vote  for  it,  and  leave  to  Ministers  the  work  of 
deducting  the  individual  sums  of  £20  or  £26  i 
or,  I  would  be  prepared  to  support  a  proposal 
that  the  estimates  should  be  referred  to  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  for  the  same  pur- 
pose ;  but  I  am  not  going  to  cut  £30  or  £26  off 
any  Civil  servant    and   leave  thousands   un- 
touched, for  the  reason  that,  with  the  limited 
knowledge  we  have  at  our  disposal,  we  could 
not  possibly    deal    out    even-handed    justice. 
However,  on  this  occasion    the  member  lor 
Ellesmere  took  umbrage  at  the  attitude  e?e 
had  adopted,  and  walked  out  of  the  House  erf* 
eleven  o'clock  and  went  home  ;  so  that,  asiar 
as  he  was  concerned,  the  whole  of  the  estimates 
might  have  passed  through  the  Houne  as  fast 
as  the  Chairman  could  have  read  the  itoHS 
out.    At  any  rate,  the  Opposition  stopped  faeie 
till  half-past  four  on  the  following  morning,, 
and  kept  the  thing  alive ;  and  then,  when  the^ 
sun  was  shining,  and  when  the  galleries  wese 
full,   the  honourable   gentleman   was   in  bis 
place,  and  was  prepared  to  discuss  the  matter. 
This  is  the  honourable  member  who  goes -home 
and  prates  about  the  estimates  being  pubjeoted 
to  a  rigid  scrutiny.    If  that  is  his  conception 
of  bow  to  keep  the  Premier  straight  it  is  a. 
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very  inadeqaate  one  indeed.    If  we  were  all  to 
adopt   a   similar  practice   we  would^eaerve 
to  be  described '  in  terms  which  the  TE^remier 
-employed   to  the  honourable  gentleman  last 
session,  when  he  said  that  he  talked  incessantly 
until  midnight,  and  then,  in  hiH  anxiety  to  go 
.  to  bed,  became  like  a  lost  lamb  crying  for  its 
mother.    I  have  spoken  in  these  terms,  Sir,  oat 
-of  a  desire  to  allow  the  honouiable  gentleman 
to  see  himself  as  others  see  him,  and,  if  I  am 
•only  a  young  member  of  the  House,  I,  at  any  rate, 
'  have  been  in  the  world  a  few  years  longer  than 
.he  has,  and  I  have  as  much  right  to  offer  advice 
to  him  as  he  has  to  lecture  the  whole  House. 
I  do  not  know  if  there  are  any  other  subjects  I 
need  speak  upon,  except,  perhaps,  that  raised 
by  the  member  for  Masterton  in  regard  to  the 
-^oo-operative  workers  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  record  their  votes.     He   was  frightfully 
indignant  with  the  Opposition  because,  accord- 
ing to  him,   they  ventured  to  say  that  the 
•co-operative  workers  were  driven  about  from 
-one  place  to  another  like  a  flock  of  sheep— or 
was  it  a  number  of  hogs?— one  of  the  two. 
He  stated  that  the  Opposition  said  that  the 
•co-operative  labourers  were  driven  from  one 
-district  to  another   to  record   their  votes  in 
^vour  of  the  Government  of  the  day. 

Mr.  HOGG.— Some  of  your  members  did.    I 
^can  give  you  some  more  of  their  language. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— It  will   be  ail  to  the  same 
effect,  I  dare  say.    But  what  the  Opposition 
have  always  contended  for  is  this:   that  the 
-co-operative  labourers  should  be  allowed    to 
record  their  votes  in  the  district  in  which  their 
bomw  are  situated,  with  which  their  interests 
.are  identified,  and  with   whose  requirements 
they  are  best  acquainted.    All  we  ask  is  that 
they  should  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as 
.shearers,  seamen,  and  commercial  travellers; 
but  the  Premier  and  his  followers  say  **No.'* 
It  does  not  suit.    But  possibly  the  reason  is 
to    be    found    in    the    Premier's    statement 
which  I  quoted  some  time  ago—*'  that  the  co- 
operative labourers  were  on  relief-works."    I 
suppose  he  thinks  that  a  man  who  is  on  what 
he  terms  *'  relief-work  "  is  not  entitled  to  the 
same  privilege  as  the  man  who  is  working  under 
other  conditions — that  be  is  not  entitled  to  the 
flame    privilege   as  we  have  extended  to  the 
shearers,  and  men  of  that  sort.    The  fact  is 
that  we    have  two  or  three  thousand  men  in 
the  various  districts  of  the  colony  whom  the 
Premier  will  not  allow  to  exercise  the  right  of 
voting   in  the  district  where  their  homes  are 
-situated,  and  with  whose  requirements  they 
are    acquainted.     The    reason  for  not  giving 
ihem  these  facilities,  of  course,  we  do  not  know, 
we  can  only  guess  at  it ;  but  I  think  the  facts 
■themselves  are  sufficiently  obvious  to  enable 
ihe  public  generally  to  form  their  own  opinion. 

Mr.  OARNOROSS  (Taieri).— Sir,  the  honour- 
able member  who  has  just  sat  down  has  given 
ns  one  of  his  usual  speeches,  in  which  he  has 
indulged  in  a  certain  amount  of  bantering 
humour,  with  which,  although  he  often  hits 
hard,  he  does  not  give  general  offence.  I  hope 
faring  the  course  of  my  remarks  that,  although 
I  may  have  something  to  say  about  the  Opposi- 
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tion,  I  shall  not  give  any  more  ofienoe  than 
the  hoc  curable  member  has  himself  given. 
His  light  chaff  concerning  the  honoorable 
member  for  Oamaru  was  amusing,  but,  all  the 
same,  he  was  paying  that  honourable  gentleman 
a  very  high  compliment,  for  I  doubt  very  maoh 
whether  there  is  another  member  in  the  House 
who  can  secure  his  election  so  easily  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Oamaru.  All  he  has 
got  to  do  is  simply  to  go  before  his  conatitaeiite, 
sit  there  for  half  an  hour  and  let  them  look 
at  him ;  and  they  are  perfectly  satisfied,  for, 
Sir,  they  know  him  thoroughly.  They  know 
that  he  is  always  to  be  found  here  watohisg 
their  interests,  and  that  whenever  a  division  is 
taken  in  this  House  he  is  here  to  record  hit 
vote.  He  has  been  a  true  Liberal  ever  since  he 
entered  the  House,  and  his  constituents  know 
that  whether  he  speaks  to  them  or  not  he  is 
safe  for  Oamaru.  It  is  a  pity  there  are  not 
more  of  us  in  an  equally  safe  position.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  honourable  member 
for  Ghristchurch  Oity  can  satisfy  his  oon- 
stituents  so  easily,  and  I  think,  myself,  that  it 
will  take  him  more  than  half  an  hour  to  satisfy 
them  that  everything  is  right  and  proper,  and 
that  he  is  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  send  back 
here  to  represent  them.  I  think  we  may  all 
envy  the  honourable  member  for  Oamara's 
secure  position  in  the  confidence  of  his  con- 
stituents. Now,  the  honourable  member  for 
Ghristchurch  Oity  did,  as  many  of  his  friends 
have  done  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  go  in 
for  a  little  ancient  history.  We  have  all  heaid 
before  about  the  co-operative  labourers  getting 
4s.  6d.  a  day,  but  they  never  venture  to  give  us 
the  real  reason  for  that.  The  reason  is  ihat 
the  party  with  which  they  are  identified  so 
persistently  and  consistently  blocked  the 
finances  of  the  Stout- Yogel  Government  that 
they  brought  about  that  very  condition  of 
affairs  to  which  they  are  so  very  fond  of  allud- 
ing. They  were  warned  at  the  time  what  the 
result  to  the  country  would  be  in  blocking  all 
the  financial  proposals  of  the  Stout- Vogel  Q<h 
vernment,  but  they  did  not  care  what  the 
result  to  the  country  might  be.  All  they  bad 
in  view  was  to  block  those  financial  proposals 
in  connection  with  the  tariff,  and  block  them 
they  did.  We  know  how  they  fought  the  tarifl 
proposals  of  that  Government.  It  was  de- 
scribed as  an  iniquitous  tariff,  calculated  to 
crush  the  people  out  of  existence,  and  they 
accordingly  blocked  it.  But  what  did  they 
do  themselves  when  they  got  into  office  f 
They  put  on  a  tariff  that  was  50  per  cent, 
worse.  That  was  their  first  action.  When 
the  Opposition  talk  about  4s.  6d.  a  day  be- 
ing paid  to  co-operative  labourers  they  might 
go  a  little  further  back  and  give  us  the  reason 
for  the  establishment  of  soup-kitohens,  and  foe 
the  cry  of  the  unemployed  being  heard  all  over 
the  land.  These  are  the  true  reasons  which  I 
have  given.  Then,  the  honourable  member  had 
a  few  words  to  say  about  what  is  termed  the 
"  Marine  scandal."  He  said  he  was  not  going 
to  say  much  about  it,  as  it  was  now  referred  to 
that  great  tribunal  the  public,  and  he  would 
abide  by  that  decision.    Stuff  and  nonseniei  lo 
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uj  that  it  is  referred  to  the  public.  Does  he 
mean  to  say  that  a  certain  forthcoming  election 

will  be  accepted  as  a  verdict  on  the  Marine 
question?  Not  at  all.  That  election,  what- 
ever the  result  may  be,  cannot  be  accepted  as  a 
verdict  on  the  Marine  trouble.    Our  sympathy, 

no  doubt,  goes  largely  with  the  honourable 
^tleman  who  has  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  re- 
lign  his  seat,  and  many  of  us  regret  that  he  has 
migned  it.    But  he  has  taken  that  course  in 
eonaequenoe  of  not  having  kept  to  the  pledge  he 
gave  to  his  oonstitneots ;  he  has  deemed  that 
4he  honourable  course  to  pursue,  and  there 
an  others   in    this   House    who,    for   similar 
iBMODs,  should  have  pursued  the  very  same 
course  long  ago.    Daring  the  course  of  this 
debate  the  speeches  that  will  be  delivered  on 
the  Financial  Statement  have  been  very  largely 
anticipated,  because  I  have  noticed  the  debate 
lutf  beien  all  round  the  compass.    We  have  had 
ibe  rabbit  question,  the  land   question,  the 
mail-service  question,  and  the  railways,  and 
everything  else,  but,  as  all  of  these  subjects  will 
■oome  before  us  again  in  the  financial  debate,  I 
•hall  not  take  quite  so  wide  a  scope  myself  in 
feferiing  to  and  replying  to   the   remarks  of 
tome  of  the  speakers  who  have  preceded  me. 
In  the  early  part  of  this  debate  we  had  a  re- 
mark from  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  whose 
absence  we  all  deplore  when  we  bear  in  mind 
the  reason  for  it.    Commenting  on  the  present 
position  of  the  country,  that  honourable  gentle- 
man said  that    no    such  state  of  prosperity 
existed  in  the  present  time  as  had  existed  in 
the  past.    I  do  not  know  what  the  position  of 
afiaua  may   be  in  the  particular  district  he 
comes  from,  but  I  ask  honourable  gentlemen 
all  round  if  there  is  not  a  widespread  prosperity 
now  prevalent  in  New  Zealand  such  as  it  has 
not  enjoyed  for  many  years.    The  evidence  as 
to  that  need  not  be  teJcen  from  my  side  of 
ths  House.     The  Hon.  Mr.  KoUeston,  who  is 
evidently  fair  on  this  question,  when  address- 
ing his  constituents  not  so  long  ago,  admitted 
the  healthy  condition  of  the  country  at  the 
prssent  moment.      His  words    were  stronger 
than  any  that  have  emanated  from  our  side  of 
the  House  as  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
at  present.    His  exact  words  were : — 

"He  was  glad  to  say  that  the  country  at  the 
present  time  was  in  a  most  satisfactory  con- 
dition ;  in  fact,  it  had  never  been  better,  and 
there  were  never  fewer  unemployed  than  at  the 
present  time." 

These  are  the  words  he  is  reported  to  have 
ttid  in  addressing  his  constituents,  and  in  face 
of  this  evidence  surely  it  was  very  strange  that 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition— who  might  be 
expected  to  be  in  touch  with  his  own  members, 
^ffiid  especially  the  leading  members  of  his 
party — should  come  down  now  and  tell  us  the 
'Country  is  not  in  a  prosperous  state  ? 

An  Hon.  Mshbsb. — No. 

Ur.  CARKCROSS.—Yes,  Sir ;  and  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  dwelt  on  it  when  he  said  the 
country  is  not  in  a  prosperous  state.  I  am  not 
going  to  say  the  whole  of  this  prosperity  is  en- 
tirely due  to  the  legislation  of  the  present 
Government,  but  I  do  olaim  that  our  legislation 


had  something  to  do  in  helping  the  present 
state  of  things.  I  can  mention  some  of  this 
legislation  that  has  been  bitterly  fought  by  the 
gentlemen)  on  the  Opposition  side,  but  I  think 
I  shall  have  opportunities  further  on,  and  shall 
avail  myself  of  them.  I  claim  that  the  class 
of  legislation  we  have  paesed  has  helped  to 
forward  the  material  prosperity  of  the  country. 
But,  Sir,  the  gratifying  assurance  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Biccarton  as  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  country  is  a  wholesale  denunciation  of 
the  position  he  took  up  himself  when  previously 
in  the  House,  when  the  Government  was  at- 
tempting to  get  through  progressive  legislation, 
because  he  predicted  the  inevitable  result 
of  that  legislation  reaching  the  statute-book 
would  be  to  bring  about  a  state  of  depression. 
Sir,  if  depression  existed  at  the  present  moment 
there  would  be  a  whole  chorus  from  the  Oppo- 
sition benches,  saying,  with  one  voice,  "We 
tdid  you  so;  did  we  not  predict  it?"  Well, 
Sir,  although  I  am  not  going  to  claim  that  our 
legislation  has  been  the  whole  cause  of  the 
present  prosperity,  I  say  this,  and  I  point  it 
out  very  particularly :  that  if  the  country  were 
in  a  state  of  depression  the  whole  blame  for  it 
would  be  thrust  on  our  shoulders.  Therefore 
I  say,  on  the  contra  side,  let  us  take  a  little 
credit  for  the  happy  state  of  affairs  existing  at 
the  present  moment.  Sir,  1  have  been  very 
much  struck  for  some  years  in  this  House  with 
the  manner  in  which  Civil  servants  are  rated 
and  scolded  by  members  on  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House.  The  gentlemen  in  the 
Civil  Service,  unfortunately,  are  not  them- 
selves in  a  position  to  reply  to  this  abuse, 
and  I  think  it  is  very  unfair  to  make 
these  continual  aciacks  upon  them  which 
we  hear  made  every  sessioo.  We  will  take. 
Sir,  the  words  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea.  He  heaped  the  usual  insults  upon  the 
Civil  servants— the  usuaJ  insults  which  are 
repeated  every  session  in  this  House.  He  says 
they  are  terrorised  and  dare  not  do  right ;  and 
when  he  said  this  there  was  a  loud  chorus  of 
*'  Hear,  hears  "  from  the  Opposition  benches. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  CABNCBOSS.—The  honourable  gentle- 
man in  front  of  me  says  "Hear,  hear"  like- 
wise ;  he  indorses  the  sentiment  that  the  Civil 
servants  of  this  colony  are  so  cowed  down,  suoh 
a  mean,  lickspittle,  spiritleias  class  of  creatures, 
that  they  dare  not  do  what  is  right.  That  is 
the  indictment  levelled  against  them.  I  dis- 
sent from  it  entirely.  I  have  a  higher  opinion 
of  the  Civil  Service  of  this  colony ;  I  sav  they 
are  as  independent  as  the  Civil  servants  m  aoy 
other  colony,  and  I  think  it  is  a  cruel  shame  to 
denounce  them  in  this  insulting  manner.  I 
say  it  is  an  unfair  indiotment ;  it  is  not  true. 
I  am  perfectly  convinced  it  is  not  true ;  and 
the  man  who  continually  heaps  these~I  can 
call  them  nothing  but  insults— on  the  heads  of 
the  Civil  servants  is  acting  very  unfairly  to  them, 
and  is  not  doing  a  thing  that  is  creditable  to 
himself.  Yes,  I  suppose  if  we  wished  to  de- 
signate the  Civil  Service  now,  and  if  we  were 
to  accept  the  criticism  given  here,  the  designa- 
tion would  be,  as  a  late  member  of  this  House 


«86 


Addr^s^  in  Reply.  [HOUSB.]         Address  in  Btfly.         ^vertfr 


dMoribed,  "anekera  and  onbwlera.*'  It  is  a  de- 
floripUon  we  ooDtmually  hear  repeated,  only  in 
other  words;  and  I  suppose,  until  the  gentle- 
men who  now  indulge  in  this  get  on  to  these 
henohes  and  have  Civil  servantsof  their  own, 
dus  oritioiam  will  be  continued.  Then,  I  sup- 
pose, fehey  will  defend  Civil  servants,  aiid  tell  us 
they  are  a  high-minded  and  oourageous  set  of 
men,  who  will  do  right  in  spite  of  Qovemments. 
But  in  the  meantime  the  other  side  of  the  pic- 
ture is  placed  before  us.  Sir,  the  honourable 
member  for  Patea,  shortly  after  he  had  been 
denouncing  the  Civil  Beivants  as  being  terror- 
ised, gave  us  a  few  words  about  the  constitution 
of  the  Committees  of  this  House,  and  he  be- 
wailed the  fact  somewhat  that  his  own  services 
were  not  more  largely  availed  of  for  Commit- 
tees— that  is,  they  have  not  been  for  some  little 
time  past.  WeU,  Sir,  he  does  not  do  his  best 
to  make  the  most  of  his  opportunities.  He  had 
a  glorious  opportunity  afforded  him  last  ses^on. 
He  complains  he  is  not  put  on  Committees : 
look  at  the  opportunity  before  him  last  ses- 
sion in  connection  with  a  certain  "  Bun  Tuck  " 
business.  He  was  afforded  an  opportimity  to 
right  royally  distinguish  himself ;  but  he  did 
not  avail  binaself  of  it.  Perhaps  he  bore 
in  mind  the  saying  about  discretion  being  the 
better  part  of  valour.  But  certainly  he  did 
not  distinguish  himself,  and  it  is  not  fitting 
now  that  he  should  come  down  and  complain 
that  his  services  are  not  more  largely  availed 
of  in  connection  with  Committees.  But,  Sir, 
he  admitted  that  his  services  are  regularly  used 
in  connection  with  one  particular  Committee. 
He  informed  us  that  every  year  with  unfailing 
regularity  his  services  were  brought  into  de- 
mand in  connection  with  the  '*  Soup  "  Com- 
mittee. Well,  it  is  satisfactory  to  see  merit 
recognised  even  in  such  a  small  way  as 
that;  and  we  all  hope  he  may  be  long 
spared  to  shed  his  light  over  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  **  Soup  "  Committee.  Sir,  the 
honourable  member  for  Bruce  is  not  in  his 
seat,  but  that  will  not  debar  me  from  making  a 
few  remarks  with  reference  to  a  portion  of  his 
speech.  He  made  some  reference  in  connection 
with  Ministers  having  assisted  somebody  from 
their  private  purse  to  fight  an  election.  Well, 
Sir,  I  do  not  know  whether  Ministers  have 
done  so  or  not ;  I  feel  sorry  if  there  are  can- 
didates on  our  side  who  have  to  go  to  Ministers 
to  get  such  aid.  It  may  not  be  the  case.  At 
the  same  time,  Ministers  are  perfectly  free 
to  do  what  they  like  with  their  private 
purse.  But  when  the  honourable  member 
for  Bruce  was  addressing  his  constituents 
in  Bruce  on  this  particular  subject  he  did 
not  refer  very  pointedly  to  the  private  purse 
of  Ministers  ;  the  inference  he  would  have  his 
eonstituents  draw  from  his  speech  was  that  it 
was  the  public  purse  that  was  drawn  upon  to 
assist  the  candidates  in  these  particular  dis- 
tricts. I  admit  that  he  did  not  say  as  much 
in  so  many  words,  but  that  was  the  plain 
inference  to  be  drawn  from  his  speech  as  re- 

Sorted  in  the  local  papers.    Sir,  be  is  very  ten- 
er— his  feelmgs  are  very  tender  indeed,  and  he 
la  dreadfully  shocked  that  somebody  in  his  dis- 


triet  received  £10  in  oonneetion  with 
expenses.  Sir,  it  is  a  pieoe  ef  pqlitioal  kypo- 
orisy  to  talk  in  that  way  in  this  House.  Wa«]l 
know  a  little  bit  of  what  goes  on  in  oennaolipii 
with  elections,  and  we  all  know,  that  «iil>aan^ 
tionsof  thair  kind  are  not  oonfined  to  JSU^dcna- 
tioBs  from  Ministers.  Sir,  I  know  mn  alectifln 
in  this  Island  that  cost  oyer  £600,  and  not 
penny  of  that  mooey  was  found  by  the 
date ;  it  was  subseribed  by  certain  gentlcoMD 
on  the  Opposition  side  of  this  Hoiue  and  an- 
other place.  That  is  where  the  money  oane 
from  for  the  election  fund  of  that  paEtioolar 
election.  But,  Sir,  take  a  return  that  is  in 
the  Appendices  now,  and  which  umj  be  seen  afr 
any  moment  by  any  one  who  likes  to  take  the 
trouble  to  look  it  up.  It  is  a  return  of  Jhe 
election  expenses  of  a  gentleman  returned  to 
support  the  Opposition.  You  will  there  find 
that  the  National  Association  oontribated  SliB 
78.  lid.  to  pay  his  expenses.  Surely,  Sk,  If  it 
is  right  for  the  National  Association,  whuh  is 
composed  of  the  Opposition  side  of  the  Howe 
and  their  supporters,  to  contribute  togetherasd 
find  large  sums  to  help  gentlemen  on  their  side 
of  the  House,  it  is  the  merest  hypocrisy  to  de- 
claim about  £10  being  given  to  aoanebody  ea 
our  side.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  got  Ike 
£10,  but  we  will  take  it  that  he  did.  Bnrel]r,  m 
the  face  of  the  return  I  have  mentioned,  it  is 
very  much  of  a  faroe  bringing  that  aKgnmsat 
before  the  House.  Why,  only  the  other  night 
we  had  a  gentleman  waiting  in  the  lobbies  k> 
find  what  price  he  could  get  to  stand  out  of  the 
general  elections.  He  was  an  awkward  eaodi- 
date,  likely  to  split  up  votes,  and  there  wact 
many  Bichmonds  in  the  field ;  and  when  the 
price  was  forthcoming  he  quietly  retired,  and  I 
think  we  shall  not  find  him  splitting  the  vales 
at  the  general  election. 

An  Hon.  MEMBKB.«-Waa  he  a  Qoverament 
candidate  ? 

Mr.  CABNCHOSS.— No,  he  was  notaOofsn- 
ment  candidate  ;  we  are  all  too  poor  on  tfae 
Government  side  of  the  House  to  effect  that 
kind  of  thing.  It  is  only  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House  who  can  afford  to  do  these  libocal» 
magnanimous  things ;  we  cannot  afford  ta 
purchase  our  elections,  we  have  to  rely  oMn 
the  soundness  of  our  political  principles.  Tbs 
honourable  member  for  Tuapeka  had  a  ft^^ 
words  to  say.  I  wish  he  were  here  in  order  that 
I  might  congratulate  him  upon  the  exoeUeot 
show  he  made  on  the  occaRion  of  his  maiden 
speech.  He  spoke  like  an  old  wurior 
of  twenty  years*  standing  in  polilisa. 
I  do  not  think  a  maiden  speech  wais  ever  de- 
livered in  this  House  with  so  much  assorsaes 
as  that  delivered  by  the  honourable  meoijber. 
Perhaps,  however,  when  he  has  had  a  litti* 
more  experience  he  will  have  a  good  deal  Istf 
assurance.  It  was  an  amusing  speech  in  oiiny 
ways.  He  sang  the  same  old  tune  ->tbe  suns 
old  song  which  we  hear  the  Opposition  mem- 
bers singing  at  the  pvesent  time  from  eveiy 
platform  in  the  oountry.  What  did  he  W>f 
He  had  no  particular  fault  to  find  with  M|S 
legislation  of  the  Ooverament,  but.heflBOfd 
fault  with    their    administration.      We  kidr 
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tkat  everywhere.    It  is  the  only  method  by 
iriiioh  a  oandidate  on  the  Opposition  side  can 
hope  to  ^t  into  this  House.    It  is  no  use  their 
denoonomg  our  legislation ;  they  have  to  swal- 
low  it  all,  no  matter  how  bitterly  they  may 
have  opposed  it  in  the  past.    But  when  we  go 
bsek  a  few  years  and  remember  how  that  legi^ 
lation  was  denounced  throughout  the  length 
tad  breadth  of  the  countiy— denounced  by  the 
Opposition  and   the    Press — why,    there    was 
nothing  but  ruin  and  desolation  staring  the 
ooontiy  in  the  face  if  we  passed  that  legisla- 
tioo  which  they  now  admit  to  be  so  good  for 
the  country  that  they  will  not  lift  up  a  finger 
to  repeal  it.     But  they  failed  to  charm  the 
people  a  few  years  ago  when  thev  denounced 
our  legislation,  and  I  am  sure  they  are  not 
going  to  charm  the  people  now  by  speakiug  in 
piaise  of  that  legislation,  because  the  oonsti- 
toancies  mast  be  well  aware  that  their  praise 
cannot  be  sincere.    They  say  if  they  come  into 
office  they  will  not  repeal  our  legislation.    That 
may  be  absolutely  true,  but  they  might  just 
M  well  repeal  it   if   they  do  not  administer 
it  vigorously.     We    cannot   expect    vigorous 
idministration  of  that  legislation  by  the  Op- 
position side  of  the  House.    We  know  what 
are  the  chief   interests  of   that  side  of  the 
HoDse.    I  say  it  with  all  respect  for  them : 
they  fight  for  their  interests,  and  we  fight  for 
oozs.    They   represent    the    wealthiest    inter- 
Mts ;  we  represent  the  less  wealthy.    It  is  not 
to  their  interest  to  administer  vigorously  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Act.    We  cannoc  expect 
tham  to  administer  vigorously  the   Act   pro- 
viding   for     the    purchase   of    large    estates, 
and   the    catting -up    of    those    estates  into 
•mall  farms.     I  do  not   blame   them  for  it. 
We  know  what  their  predilections  in  politics 
are,  and  we  know  what  ours  are.     I  simply 
say,  if  they  get   on  the  Ministerial  benches 
they  may   keep    their    promise    to    the   ear, 
but  they  will  break  it   to  the  heart  by   the 
way  in  which  they  will  administer  the  law. 
The  honourable  member  for  Taapeka  seems 
to  be  sadly  out   of  touch   with  the  rest  of 
the  Opposition  with  respect  to  old-age  pen- 
nons.    I  think  his  opinions  with  respect  to 
that  subject  were  rather  crude.    I  may  say 
I  opposed  that  Bill  in   the   form   in  which 
it  was  brought  down.     I  think   the    honour- 
able member  for    Tuapeka,  however,   is  the 
only  member  of   the  House  who  is   opposed 
to  such  a  scheme  lock,  stock,  and  barrel.    All 
the  members  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House  support  the  principle  of  old-age  pen- 
nons, but  tney  onposed  many  of  the  details  of 
the   measure.    The   honourable    member    for 
Tuapeka  stands  alone  as  being  the  only  man 
in  this  House  who  would  deny  assistance  to 
our  aged  and  deserving  poor.    He  will  not  be 
long  in  this  House  before  he  realises  that  this 
Is  a  question  which  has  to  be  facedj  and  any 
man  who  says  he  is  opposed  to  old-age  pensions 
is  out  of  touch  with  the  rest  of  the  civilised 
world.    I  had  a  few  notes  about  railway-man- 
agement, but  I  do  not  care  to  repeat  what 
<^r  members  have  said.     The  question  of 
differential  rating,  referred  to  by  the  member 
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for  Tuapeka,  has  been  ably  dealt  with  by  the 
member  for  Oamaru,  and  I  shall  therefore  re- 
move it  from  my  notes  and  let  it  pass.  The 
member  for  Tuapeka  had  a  lot  to  say  about 
mininff  matters.  I  chink  it  is  generally  ad- 
mitted that  the  last  Mining  Act  is  a  good  Act. 
What  use  is  it  for  the  honourable  member  to 
come  here  and  make  a  song  as  be  did  about 
some  mining  regulations — a  mere  matter,  per- 
haps, of  whether  a  peg  should  be  a  certain  num- 
ber of  inches  in  thickness  ?  That  is  a  detail  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  Minister  has  only 
to  be  drawn  and  it  will  be  rectified — in  fact, 
it  has  already  been  rectified.  The  honourable 
member  need  not  have  made  such  a  long 
speech  about  such  a  matter  of  mere  detail. 
Now,  with  regard  to  what  is  called  the  "  Marine 
scandal,"  I  do  not  consider  myself  a  sufficient 
expert  to  go  into  all  the  details  and  teohni- 
calities  in  connection  with  that  subject.  They 
have  been  very  fully  gone  into  by  other  mem- 
bers, and  by  one  honourable  member  especially 
— Mr.  Millar.  He  has  gone  into  the  whole  mat- 
ter, and  traced  it  step  by  step  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end.  And  there  is  no  unbiassed 
man,  having  heard  that  speech,  can  stand  up 
and  say  there  is  a  scandal  in  the  matter  so  far 
as  Ministers  are  concerned.  I  admit  there  have 
been  grave  and  culpable  irregularities  in  con- 
nection with  the  department.  I  feel  sure  that 
somebody  will  have  to  suffer — somebody  will 
have  to  go ;  but  1  feel  perfectly  satisfied  that,  so 
far  as  Ministers  are  concerned,  there  has  been  no 
connivance  on  their  part  to  the  issue  of  certifi- 
cates which  should  not  have  been  issued.  The 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Sligo)  inter- 
jects, **  It  would  never  have  been  done  without 
it."  Yet  the  honourable  gentleman  is  one  of 
the  advocates  of  a  Committee,  and  he  comes 
here  having  already  fully  judged  the  matter,  as 
is  proved  by  his  interjection.  I  say  there  has 
been  no  attempt  in  this  House  to  give  justice 
to  the  Minister  of  Marine.  Well,  there  has 
been  an  attempt  to  give  him  a  certain  kind  of 
justice ;  but  it  has  been  Jedburgh  justice — 
hang  first  and  try  afterwards.  On  this  side  of 
the  House  what  we  demand  is  a  fair  and  im- 
partial tribunal  to  inquire  into  the  whole  of 
this  case.  It  is  most  amusing,  this  new-bom 
zeal,  this  unbounded  faith,  of  the  Opposition  in 
parliamentary  Committees.  Whence  comes 
this  zeal  ?  I  know  not.  It  is  a  very  different 
attitude  to  that  which  they  took  up  not  so  very 
long  ago.  What  line  did  they  take  up  when 
the  matter  of  the  Ward  bankruptcy  case  was 
brought  up  here  ?  Would  they  set  up  a  Com- 
mittee then  ?  No ;  the  last  thing  they  would 
have  was  a  Committee.  Did  they  not  get  up 
and  denounce  the  Ministry  for  suggesting  that 
that  matter  should  be  dealt  with  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  ?  They  all  opposed  a  Com- 
mittee, and  I  opposed  it  too.  But  I  am  of  the 
same  opinion  still,  and  they  have  -  changed 
theirs.  That  is  the  difference  between  us.  I 
was  against  a  parliamentary  Committee  then, 
and  I  am  against  a  parliamentary  Committee 
now.  This  is  what  was  said  by  some  of  those 
who  spoke  when  it  was  first  proposed  that 
the  Ward  business  should  be  inquired  into  by 
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a  parliamentary  Committee.    The  honourable 
member  for  Napier  (Mr.  McLean)  said, — 

**It  will  unquestionably  be  a  party  Com- 
mittee, and  vfill  lead  to  party  results,  and  there 
will  be  no  definite  conclusion  as  to  the  question 
when  it  comes  before  the  HouFe." 

He,  Sir,  was  not  satisfied  with  any  verdiot 
that  a  parliamentary  Committee  could  bring 
in.  He  felt,  Sir,  that  there  would  be  bias  on 
that  Committee,  and  the  report  would  not  carry 
any  weight  whatever  in  the  country.  That 
was  his  opinion.  Then,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wakatipu  (Mr.  Fraser),  said,— 

"  I  and  other  members  of  the  House  have 
bad  some  experience  of  these  Committees,  and 
to  talk  of  eliminating  party  feeling  from  them 
is  all  moonshine.  It  has  never  been  done, 
and  never  will  be  done." 

That  was  the  opinion    of    the  honourable 
member  for    Wakatipu    on    the    question    of 
parliamentary  Committees,  and  he  represented 
the  general  feeling  of  his  side  of  the  House. 
But  now   they  come  down  and  say,  "Lotus 
have  a  parliamentary  Committee."    The  Op- 
position Whip,  Mr.  Massey,  will  no  doubt  be 
amongst   those  who  state  they  are  in  favour 
of  a  parliamentary  Committee  being  set  up  to 
try  the  Minister  of  Marine;  but  what  was  his 
opinion  then?    He  said  it  was  "just  as  impos- 
sible to  keep  party  considerations  out  of  Com- 
mittees as  it  is  to  keep  it  out  of  this  Chamber." 
If  it  was  impossible  to  keep  party  out  of  it,  then 
wh^  does  he  now  wish  to  set  up  a  Committee 
which  he  knows  will  be  a  party  one — accord- 
ing to  his  own  statement— to  try  the  Minister 
of  Marine '/    Why  this  sudden  reversal  of  opin- 
ion ?    Why  this  change  of  feeling  ?    I  say  it  is 
not  bond  fide.    The   honourable  member    for 
Biccarton,  the  honourabe  member  for  Waite- 
mata,   the  honourable  member  lor  Auckland 
City  (Mr.   Crowther),  the  honourable  member 
for    Wanganui,    the   honourable   member  for 
Ash  burton,   and    the    honourable  member  for 
Selwyn— I  will  not  weary  the  House  by  recit- 
ing  their  speeches^all  of  them  got  up  and  un- 
hesitatingly condemned  the  Government  for 
their  proposal  to  let  the  Ward  affair  be  tried 
by  a  Committee  of  this  House,  and  they  all 
condemned  it  for  the  same  reason — because  it 
would  be  swayed  by  party.     And  yet  they  all 
get  up  in  this  debate  and  tell  us  now  that  we 
should  have  what  they  condemned  themselves 
— this  party  Committee  to  try  this  particular 
case.     I  say,  Sir,  the  Government  have  done  the 
right  and  proper  thing.    They  have  done  what 
will  give  satisfaction  to  this  House,  and  what 
will  give  satisfaction  to  the  country;  and  no 
parliamentary    Committee   would  have    given 
satisfaction  to  the  country  in   this  particular 
mabtrr,  because  the  mind  of  the  country  has 
already  been  swayed  and  biassed  by  the  unfair 
judgment  that  has  already  been  passed  upon 
ttiis  matter,  both  by  public  speakers  and  the 

i!f^'i-i  l.*^*^^  '^®  same— blow  hot  or  blow 
cold,  hit  high  or  hit  low— you  will  not  please 
the  gentlemen  on  those  Opposition  benches. 
If  we  had  set  up  a  parliamentary  Committee 
we  would  have  been  denounced  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land  for  having  en- 
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deavoured  to  whitewash  the  Minister  by  a 
parliamentary  Committee.  That  is  the  ory  wia 
would  have  heard  then. 

An  Hon.  Meubbb.— So  yon  would. 

Mr.  CARNCBOSS.— A  member  of  the  Oppo- 
sition sitting  behind  me  says,  "  So  you  would.** 
You  see  I  am  speaking  the  truth.  First  of  all 
they  oondenm  us  for  not  setting  up  a  parlia- 
mentary Committee,  and  then  we  find  they 
would  have  condemned  us  if  we  had  set  up  • 
Committee.  It  is  impossible  to  please  them, 
and  it  is  no  use  trying.  I  am  very  glad  the 
Premier  has  done  what  he  has  done,  quite 
independent  of  what  the  Opposition  may  tmnk, 
in  connection  with  the  tribunal  to  investigats 
this  matter.  The  opportunity  will  be  afforded 
the  Opposition  to  bring  forward  any  evideoee 
they  like.  Let  them  not  run  away  with  the 
idea  that  the  Liberal  party  in  this  House  wish 
to  see  Ministers  whitewashed.  We  are  just  u 
eager  for  a  free  and  impartial  tribunal  as  any 
gentlemen  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House. 
We  want  to  see  every  opportunity  afforded  for 
inquiry.  We  want  to  see  Ministers  come  before 
that  tribunal  and  be  examined. 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb.— Why  did  they  not  do  it 
before  the  Police  Commission  ? 

Mr.  CARNCBOSS.— The  Polioe  CommtsuoB 
has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  Marine 
scandal.    If  you  want  to  talk  about  the  Polioe 
Commission  you  will  have   that  opportunitr 
during  the  financial  debate.     I  say  the  Libeiat 
party  are  just  as  anxious  to  have  the  fulleel 
mvestigation  in  connection  with  what  is  knows 
as  the  Marine  scandal  as  the  gentlemen  on  the 
Opposition  benches.    We  do  net  want  to  see 
corrupt  Ministers  kept  there.     If,  as  the  result 
of  that  inquiry,  evidence  is  brought  forward  b) 
prove  that  the  Ministers  are  corrupt,  then,  I 
say,  let  them  be  hurled  from  those  benches,  and 
the  Libel  al  party  will  be   a  party  to  hurling 
them.    We  do  not  wish  to  keep  them  there  if 
you  can  prove  corruption  in  connection  with 
this  certificate.  '  That  is  not  my  opinion  alone. 
It  is  not  merely  the  opinion  of  the  Libenl 
party  in  this  House,  but  it  is    the   opinion 
of  the    country.      But   let    me  say  I  believe 
the  Minister's  hands  are  clean — sks  dean  ai 
the  hands  of  those  who  make   these  aoonsA- 
tions  in  connection  with  this  subject.    But,  if 
they  are  not  clean,  let  him  take  all  the  odium 
attached   to    it,    and    be    hurled    from  tboee 
benches,  and  I  shall  not  lift  a  finger  to  help  to 
retain  him  there.    Now,  I  have  a  few  words  to 
say  about  an  honourable  gentleman  who  is  not 
in  his  seat,  but  I  do  not  think  that  is  my  fakoltt 
because  I  told  a  friend  of  his  that  I  was  going 
to  make  reference  to  him.     I  am  informed  the 
honoarable  member  is  not  in  the  House— it  ii 
not  my   fault  he   is  not   present.    I  wish  to 
make  a  few  references  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Danedin  City,  Mr.  Scobie  Mackensie. 
He  made  a  very  bitter  and  very  cutting  speech 
in  connection  with  this  Marine  soanaed  that 
we  have  heard  so  much  about.     Sir,  he  com- 
menced with  a  very  plausible  oration— one  of 
those  carefully  prepared  speeches  we  are  in  ttM 
habit  of  getting  from  him ;  after  which  he  nee 
out  of  the  chamber,  and  we  do  not  see  bib 
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lor  a  few  days.  Perhaps  it  takes  a  certain  time 
iat  him  to  reooYer. 

An  Hon.  I&bhbbb. — Oh  1 

Ur.  OAANGROSS.— When  the  honourable 
fMmber  has  been  in  the  House  as  long  as  I 
and  others  have  he  will  know  the  oorreotness  of 
iDj  remarks.  The  honourable  gentleman  pro- 
faned that  he  was  going  to  deal  with  this 
matter  purely  from  the  constitutional  aspect. 
He  was  going  to  lay  down  the  constitutional 
aspect  of  this  question ;  and  how  did  he  lay  it 
down?  Sir,  he  made  a  most  bitter  condemna- 
tion. He  used  the  most  bitter  language  in 
what  he  called  his  constitutional  idea  of  any 
man  in  this  House.  In  the  course  of  his 
^eeoh  he  said,  *«Ood  forbid  that  I  should 
bken  this  case  to  the  Dreyfus  case."  This  is  a 
cant  phrase  of  his— <'  God  forbid."  We  hear  it 
every  time  he  speaks  on  the  platform.  We 
hear  it  annually  in  this  House  ;  and  whenever 
he  says  "  God  forbid  that  I  should  do  so-and- 
10,"  you  can  bet  your  last  shilling  he  is 
JQit  going  to  do  it  —  by  innuendo.  He 
•aid,  God  forbid  that  he  should  draw  a 
paraJlel  in  connection  with  this  matter  and 
in  connection  with  the  gentlemen  on  the 
Government  benches.  He  said  he  would  not 
draw  a  parallel,  nevertheless  he  proceeded  to 
do  BO  at  onoe.  He  drew  it  in  connection  with 
the  Dreyfus  case.  He  made  reference  to  Count 
Esterbaay  and  one  of  the  witnesses  in  that 
case  who  is  now  dead.  He  said  the  Premier 
had  given  a  certain  quotation  from  a  remark 
made  by  the  late  Captain  Fairchild ;  and  then, 
what  was  the  parallel  he  immediately  drew? 
It  was  that  the  Premier  made  use  of    this 

? notation  because  Captain  Fairchild  was  dead. 
t  was,  Sir,  the  meanest  accusation  that  I  ever 
heard  made  in  this  House.  I  say  it  was  a  cruel 
thug.  I  say  it  was  unworthy  of  this  House. 
The  man  who  stands  up  and  says,  *'  God  for- 
bid"  

Mr.  SPEAKER. —The  honourable  member 
OQgfat  not  to  repeat  those  words  so  ooi^stantly. 
Mr.  CARNCROSS.--I  do  not  intend  to,  Sir ; 
bat  I  am  only  quoting  the  senior  member  for 
I>imedin  City.  When  a  gentleman  occupying 
the  important  political  position  which  he  does 
stands  up  and  makes  accusations  of  that 
nature,  I  say  that  politics  in  this  colony  are 
not  at  a  very  high  ebb.  Then,  he  is  reported  to 
have  accused  us  of  '*  wallowing  in  the  ofial  of 
politios."  That  is  a  nice  expression  to  use 
towards  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House  I 
We  are  accused  of  wallowing  in  the  offal  of 
politios.  That  is  a  very  high  stand  to  take  in 
connection  with  politics,  'is  it  not  ?  That  is 
nice  language  for  a  leading  light  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  to  address  to  members 
en  the  opposite  side.  It  is  a  pitiful  state  of 
affairs  when  we  have  to  submit  to  language 
like  that.  And  then  we  hear  the  gentlemen 
on  the  Opposition  side  complaining  that  they 
an  bitter  speeches  that  are  made  from  this 
side.  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  they  are 
hitter  speeches  when  we  receive  provocation 
of  that  kind?  Is  it  to  be  expected,  if  we 
have  any  spirit  at  all,  that  we  are  to  have 
Uagoage  suoJi  as  that  used  towards  us  without 


making  some  reply  to  it  ?  The  bitterness  is 
not  all  on  our  side  of  the  House.  We  have  our 
share  of  it,  no  doubt,  but  we  have  great  provo- 
cation ;  and  it  is  against  human  nature  to  put 
up  with  provocation  like  that  vdthout  malang 
some  reply  to  it.  In  conclusion,  and  again 
referring  to  the  Marine  Department,  I  have 
already  said  that  I  believe  there  were  grave 
irregularities  in  connection  with  it.  It  appears 
to  me  they  have  been  going  on  for  some  years ; 
and  Mr.  John  Hutcheson,  who  was  the  princi- 
pal means  of  bringing  this  matter  before  the 
House,  has  done  good  service  to  the  country — I 
admit  it ;  but  I  do  say,  honestly  and  conscien- 
tiously, that  I  believe  he  haa  been  grievously 
misled  and  misinformed,  and  is  labouring 
under  a  wrong  impression  in  connection  with  a 
good  deal  of  what  he  said.  He  will  have  his 
opportunity  of  appearing  before  the  Royal 
Commission,  and  of  proving  his  case.  As  I 
have  said  a  little  while  ago,  the  Court  of  inves- 
tigation will  sit,  and  it  has  been  azmounced* 
that  Ministers  themselves  intend  to  appear  be- 
fore that  Commission,  and  will  submit  to 
examination.  I  do  not  think  that  a  fairer 
tribunal  could  be  set  up  than  the  one  proposed, 
and  I  Will  conclude  by  repeating  what  I  said 
before,  and  I  say  it  with  all  earnestness — and  I 
believe  it  is  the  general  feeling  of  the  Minis- 
terial party-^that,  if  corruption  can  be  proved 
against  Ministers  in  connection  with  this 
Marine  scandal,  then  by  all  means  let  the 
whole  pack  of  them  be  hurled  from  the  Minis- 
terial benches. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christchurch  City).— Sir,  I 
think  I  have  heard  almost  every  member  of  the 
House  who  has  spoken  up  to  the  present  time 
declare  that  this  debate  on  the  Address  in  Reply 
is  a  waste  of  time. 

Mr.  MONJC.— Not  me. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Almost  every  member.  The 
exceptions  are  just  sufficiently  numerous  to 
establish  the  rule.  Nearly  every  member  who 
has  made  that  declaration  has  gone  straight 
away  to  a  full  hour's  speech.  Now,  I  do  not 
agree  with  that.  I  believe,  myself,  that  this  is 
one  of  the  few  opportunities  when  the  sins  of 
omission  and  commission,  or  the  virtues,  con- 
nected with  the  Government's  control  during 
the  recess  can  be  legitimately  discussed,  or 
declared,  by  this  House.  And  members  know 
well  enough  the  enormous  difficulty  there  is  in 
the  House  of  getting  an  expression  of  opinion 
from  the  Ministry,  or  the  Parliament,  on  any 
subject.  Look  how  the  Order  Paper  is  accumu- 
lating now.  Why,  it  will  be  as  big  as  a  family 
Bible  if  we  go  on  with  this  debate  for  another 
.week.  Many  of  the  questions  will  be  dealt 
with  very  hastily  when  they  are  dealt  with,  and 
many  will  not  be  dealt  with  before  the  end  of 
the  session.  Therefore  I  say  this  is  one  of  the 
few  opportunities  we  have  of  praising,  or  blam- 
ing, the  Administration,  or  of  having  our  griev- 
ances redressed  by  referriog  to  them  in  detail. 
The  last  speaker  said  something  —  as  most 
speakers  have  done — about  the  question  as  to 
whether  the  Government  were  justified  in  ap- 
pointing a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into 
the  Marine  Department's  administration.    And 
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he  has  deolared  that  if  a  Committee  had  been 
decided  upon  it  woald  have  been  objected  to, 
beoaose  it  oould  not  poBeibly  be  free  from  bias ; 
and  that,  as  a  BoyaJ  Commission  has  been  de- 
cided  upon,  it  is  objected  to  on  the  ground  that 
the  House  should  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
deciding  whether  it  would  have  a  Boyal  Com- 
mission or  not.  This  section  of  the  House  has 
deolared  that  the  appointment  of  this  Boyal 
Conmiission  was  made  on  the  very  eve  of  a 
session  of  Parliament,  and  that  the  preroga- 
tive of  this  House  was  not  respected,  and  that 
this  Assembly  should  have  decided  what  form 
the  inquiry  should  take.  Now,  in  connec- 
tion with  other  Boyal  Commissions  such  inde- 
cent haste  to  fix  the  tribunal  has  never  been  ex- 
hibited. The  Police  Commission  was  wrestled 
with  for  several  weeks  before  its  appointment 
was  finally  decided  upon  ;  and,  seeing  that  we 
were  coming  here  within  a  few  days  of  the 
determination  to  appoint  the  Marine  Commis- 
sion, I  submit  that  it  would  have  been  proper 
for  the  Government  to  have  ascertained  the 
wishes  of  the  House  as  to  what  form  the 
inquiry  should  take.  I  go  further  than  that: 
I  say— and  I  say  it  emphatically — that  this 
amendment  ought  never  to  have  been  made  a 
no-confidence  motion  at  all.  I  have  been  in 
this  House  two  years  and  a  half,  and  I  say  that 
the  Premier  has  never  made  a  single  Liberal 
measure  a  matter  of  no-coofidence  since  I  have 
been  in  this  House :  not  one.  Why  cannot 
he  make  the  Eight  Hours  Bill  a  no-confidence 
question  ?  Why  cannot  he  make  the  passage  of  a 
satisfactory  Master  and  Apprentice  Bill  a  no- 
confidence  question?  Why  cannot  he  make 
the  question  of  revaluation  of  Crown  lands  a 
no*confldence  question  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  I  did  you  would  not  be 
found  in  the  same  lobby  voting  with  me. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  — I  challenge  the  Premier  to 
try  me.  The  Premier  has  never  tested  my 
loyalty  as  far  as  Liberal  legislation  is  con- 
cerned, although  he  has  tested  my  faith  in 
him  as  an  administrator ;  and  the  Premier 
knows  well  enough  that  the  loyalty  of  the 
Liberal  party  has  not  been  tested  during 
the  last  two  years  and  a  half  excepting  when 
necessary  to  cover  up  the  maladministration 
of  '*onr  leaders."  That,  I  contend,  is  beyond 
all  dispute.  Kow,  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Sec- 
retary made  a  statement  when  he  was  speak- 
ing, and  that  statement  is  an  unanswer- 
able argument  in  favour  of  the  House  dealing 
with  the  Bill  introduced  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitaki— the  Elective  Executive 
Bill.  The  Colonial  Secretary  declared  that 
parliamentary  Committees  were  purely  farci- 
cflj.  Nearly  every  member  who  has  spoken 
has  to  some  extent  indorsed  that  sentiment, 
and  that  is  in  plain  English  a  declaration  that 
this  Parliament— the  tribunal  that  is  supposed 
to  exercise  the  final  judicial  function  in  this 
country — is  not  capable  of  exercising  that 
function  at  all,  to  any  degree.  And  1  say 
that  if  one  argument  more  than  another 
ifl  required  to  show  how  the  parly  spirit 
has  undermined  the  strength  and  encroached 
upon  the  integrity  of  this  Assembly,  it  is  to  be 
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found  in  the  declaration  of  a  Minister  of  th» 
Crown   that  no  parliamentary   Committee  is 
capable  of  trving  a  Ministry  that  is  impeached 
because  of  its  administration.    The   honour- 
able member  for  Mataura  made  a  defence  of 
the  Boyal  Commission,  and  he  urged  that  the 
Boyal    Commission   was   justified   because  a 
number  of  members  have  already  expressed 
an  opinion  in  connection  with  the  morality  of 
the  Mflirine  question  which  should  bar  them 
acting  on  a  parliamentary  Committee  of  inves- 
tigation.   Does  the  fact  that  the  member  for 
Mataura,  or  myself,  or  the  member  for  Palmers- 
ton,  are  in  favour  of  radical  land  legislation 
disqualify  us  from  considering  the  details  of 
the  land  administration  in  this  House  ?    I  say 
that  the  man  who  is  not  biassed  is  usually  to 
be  found  in  an  asylum.    The  fact  is  that  if  a 
man  takes  notice  of  what  appears  in  the  public 
Press — if  he  is  a  man  with  a  keen  Aonse  of  pob- 
lic  duty — he  must  come  here  with  a  measure 
of  bias  on  every  question.     If  he  is  not  capable 
of  weighing   evidence,  if  he  is  so  degenerate 
as  a  public  man  that  he  cannot  be  infiaenoed 
by  what  he  hears  in  connection  with  an  ex- 
haustive   inquiry,    then   we   have    reached  a 
point  that  speaks    volumes    in    favour   of  a 
thorough  reform  of  the  parliamentcury  system. 
The  next  speaker  I  want  to  refer  to  is  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Marine.    I  come  of  a  family  of 
sailors,  and  I  declare  that  if  the  Minister  of 
Marine  had  taunted  any  able  seaman  on  any 
British -manned  vessel  as  he  taunted  the  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  John  Hutcheson) 
the  other  night,  he  would  have  required  the 
services  of    the  ship's    doctor   within   a  few 
minutes  of  his  unmanly  attack.     There  is  not 
a  man— there  is  not  a  seaman  who  is  worthy  of 
the  name — who  would  stand  silent  under  the 
undignified  taunts    that    were  flung   at   Mr. 
Hutcheson  by  the  Minister  of  Marine.     What 
did  he  charge  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  with?      He  deolared  he  was  a 
degenerate  labour  member.      Wlien  the  con- 
ference of  labour  delegates  was  in  session  in 
Wellington  a  few  months  ago,  it  declared  that 
the  only  hope  they  had — in  view  of  the  history 
of    the    Qovemment    during    the    past  '  few 
years,  and    its    tardy    attention    to    Radical 
legislation— of   securing   legislation   necessary 
for    the  protection   of    the  working-classes— 
was  to  return  to  this  House  a  larger  number 
of  independent  labour  members.    The  work- 
ing-classes are   beginning   to    find   out  that 
they  have  been  hsbd  very  largely  by  a  pass- 
word— the  word  that  'stands  for  much,  or  liltle, 
just  in  proportion  to  the  character  of  the  men 
who  are  supposed  to  give  expression  to  the 
policy  the  word   designates.      And  not  only, 
goQ     Sir,    was    Mr.    Hutcheson    called  a 
'    degenerate   labour  member,  bat  the 
Minister  asserted  that  he  was  in  the  pay  of 
a  ring  of  capitalists.    Do    you   know   what 
his  offence  was?    If  he  had  been  in  the  pay 
of  a   ring  of   capitalists  he  would  not  have 
been  attacked,  because  then  the  Liberal  party 
would  have  been  sure  of  his  vote  on  all  ocoa* 
sions— he  would  have  voted  without  any  doubt 
then  for  the  maintenance  of  any  Ministry  oon- 
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neoted  with  foreign  syndioates.  It  ie  because 
be  has  not  no%  his  hand  into  that  business  that 
he  has  been  so  foully  denounoed.  He  in  the 
pay  of  a  ring  of  capitalists  t  Not  much.  It  is 
a  man  who  is  not  in  the  pay  of  the  capitalists 
who  can  snap  his  fingers  at  any  ring  inside  or 
outside  the  House.  Then  what  did  the  Minister 
<A  Marine  tell  him?  He  referred,  with  all  the 
digniiy  so  peculiar  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, to  the  fact  that  the  senior  member  for 
Wellington  City  was  on  one  occasion  a  handy- 
man on  the  "  Hinemoa."  What  a  crime  t 
Why,  if  the  Minister  of  Marine  had  been  a 
handy-man  on  the  "Hinemoa"  fourteen  years 
ago  he  would  be  a  handy -man  there  now. 
It  is  most  discreditable  to  hear  a  Ministor 
of  the  Grown — a  member  of  a  Cabinet  supposed 
to  represent  labour  interests — taunt  a  man 
because  he  was  formerly  a  handy-man  on 
ik steamer;  and  a  man  who,  since  that  time, 
has  risen  step  by  step,  by  virtue  of  his  clean- 
living  and  high  character,  to  a  position  of  trust 
ID  the  largest  city  in  the  colony — a  position 
where  his  fellow-citizens  have  given  him,  as 
<Ohairman  of  the  Harbour  Board,  control  over 
the  busiest  harbour  in  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  HALL-JONBS.— He  boasted  of  being 
•associated  with  Captain  Fairchild.  He  did  not 
refer  to  his  having  been  a  seaman. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.— I  shall  have  a  word  to  say 
about  Captain  Fairchild  directly.  It  is  because 
Mr.  Hutcheson  possesses  the  qualities  I  have 
■referred  to  that  he  was  a  member  of  this 
House;  it  is  because  he  was  a  straight  man 
that  this  Government  could  not  control  him. 
If  there  had  been  a  crook  in  him  they  would 
have  managed  to  crook  something  else  into 
Jkim  and  keep  him  right.  But  because  he  had 
not  a  crook,  and  was  brought  up  in  a  school  that 
will  not  bcook  slavery,  nor  aUow  any  man  to 
impose  it  on  him,  he  has  decided  to  face  his 
constituents  again  and  ask  them  whether  or 
not  they  want  him  to  represent  the  people's  in- 
terests, or  whether,  as  their  representative,  he 
is  to  degenerate  into  the  tool  of  a  political 
'despotism.  I  pass  on  from  this,  but  I  think, 
taking  the  imputations  the  Minister  of  Marine 
made  against  the  late  member  for  Wellington 
as  a  whole,  they  were  the  most  undignified, 
.the  most  unmanly,  and  the  most  ungenerous 
that  one  man  ever  hurled  at  another.  The 
charge  was  made  against  him  that  he  was  un- 
truthful. X  say  there  was  a  ring  of  sincerity 
about  the  man's  speech  from  first  till  last. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES.— You  had  the  proof  of 
it  afterwards  from  the  member  for  Dunedin 
City. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.—*'  The  proof  of  it."  I  claim 
that  the  member  for  Dunedin  City  did  not  touch 
the  statements  of  the  member  for  Wellington 
"City  at  any  mateiial  point — not  once.  As  to 
some  of  the  charges  of  untruthfulness  the 
Minister  of  Marine  made  against  him,  I  listened 
-catefuUy  to  see  whether  a  single  vital  point 
in  the  statement  of  the  member  for  Wellington 
-City  had  been  touched  by  the  member  for  Dun- 
edin City;  and  whilst  that  honourable  gentle- 
jnan  brought  in  a  lot  of.  irrelevant  matter,  he 
<did  not  touch  a  single  vital  statement. 


Mr.  HALL-JONES.— What  about  the  people 
in  Sydney  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— The  member  for  Wellington 
City,  if  I  heard  him  correctly,  said  he  believed 
the  Examiner  who  had  granted  Captain  All- 
man's  certificate  has  since  been  dismissed.  I 
do  not  care  whether  he  has  or  not. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES.— He  has  not. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Very  well,  it  is  not  material ; 
but  I  will  tell  the  Minister  what  is  more  ma- 
terial now.  Captein  Allman — ^you  do  not  deny 
it — was  given  the  position  of  Nautical  Adviser 
to  the  Government,  although  when  the  posi- 
tion was  determined  upon  a  certain  qualifica- 
tion was  fixed.  This  man  did  not  possess  that 
qualification,  but,  owing  to  political  pressure,  he 
was  allowed  to  take  that  position  subject  to- 
by hook  or  by  crook— acquiring  that  qualifica- 
tion. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES.— Quite  incorrect. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.- The  facts  are  directly  op- 
posed to  the  Minister. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES. — He  was  an  extra-master 
when  he  5^ as  appointed. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Then,  if  that  is  so,  why  was 
he  required  to  go  to  Sydney  for  his  ultimate 
certificate?  The  facts  as  disclosed  in  the 
House  are  against  the  Ministor  of  Marine. 
There  is  the  basis  of  all  this  trouble,  and  the 
abuses  we  are  complaining  about  in  connection 
with  the  Civil  Service.  Captain  Allman  was 
given  this  position,  and  the  test  was  not  merit 
but  political  "  pull " :  there  it  is.  The  Qovern- 
ment  took  no  pains  to  ascertain  from  his  late 
employers  whether  he  was  a  highly  quali- 
fied man.  If  they  had  had  inquiries  made 
they  would  have  found  out,  from  those  who 
were  intimate  with  the  quality  of  the  various 
men  in  charge  of  the  Union  Company's 
steamers  —  the  directors  and  managemenii — 
that  the  company  would  gladly  part  with 
Captein  Ailman,  because  he  was  not  so  highly 
qualified  as  the  company  desired  to  have  the 
men  who  were  in  charge  of  their  large  ves- 
sels. But  the  Government  did  not  want  to 
know  that.  Whoever  was  behind  him  secured 
him  the  position,  even  though  he  did  not 
possess  the  qualifications  determined  on  by 
the  Government;  and  I  shall  be  surprised  if 
it  does  not  turn  out,  when  investigated  by  the 
Royal  Commission,  that,  because  of  the  favour 
shown  him,  some  duly  qualified  man  was  pre- 
vented from  receiving  the  appointment  as  Nau- 
tical Adviser.  There  was  the  starting-point  for 
the  Marine  scandal,  and  I  undertake  to  say  the 
same  spirit  of  favoritism  is  producing  the  same 
lack  of  discipline  and  disorder  in  many  of  the 
public  departmente  in  this  colony  to-day.  Yon 
cannot  wonder  at  it.  If  men  feel  that  there  is 
to  be  no  reward  for  honest  serving,  they  will 
gradually  drift  on  to  a  lower  plane  so  far  as 
their  idea  of  public  duty  is  concerned.  And 
because  a  few  of  us  are  striving  honestly  to 
have  this  condition  of  things  altered,  we  are 
subject  to  hostile  criticism  of  members  of  this 
side  of  the  House  who  ought  to  be  our  warmest 
supporters  in  our  efforts  to  bring  about  a  change 
for  the  better.  The  Minister  of  Marine's  reply 
was  able  so  far  as  it  went,  but     was  strongest 
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where  i%  evaded  most.  Why  did  the  Minister 
not  maJce  some  reference  to  the  fact,  when  he 
was  oomplaining  about  Mr.  Allport  not  having 
disclosed  to  the  Government  information  about 
irregularities  given  him  in  confidence  by  Cap- 
tain Von  Schoen, — why  did  he  not  tell  us 
that  months  before  that,  on  the  8th  July, 
1897,  he  (the  Minister)  had  given  the  famous 
memorandum  permitting  Captain  Jones  to  be 
examined  for  a  master's  certificate  ?  I  cannot 
oredit,  seeing  how  very  much  this  question 
of  Jones's  certificate  had  troubled  the  Minis- 
ter— I  cannot  credit  that  the  Minister  allowed 
the  Jones  affair  to  drift  out  of  his  mind 
absolutely  from  the  very  moment  he  gave 
the  envelope  to  Captain  Allman.  Why  did 
he  do  it— Especially  when  he  knew  he  was 
under  orders  from  Auckland,  according  to  the 
Premier's  telegram,  to  have  this  matter  settled? 
and  if  he  did  not  think  he  bad  settled  it  by  his 
memorandum,  why  has  his  memory  become  a 
blank  from  the  writing  of  the  memorandum 
to  the  date  of  Mr.  Hutcheson's  speech  last 
session  ? 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— Because  I  had  other 
work  to  do. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Can  the  Hon.  the  Minister 
have  had  more  important  work  to  do  than  to 
keep  right  with  his  chief  ?  Why,  Sir,  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  would  **  delay  his  own  burial  "  if 
the  Premier  ordered  it— I  am  certain  of  it. 
However,  the  Minister  cannot  answer  it — I  defy 
him  to  answer  it.  The  Premier  telegraphed 
that  Jones's  matter  had  to  be  settled,  ana  the 
Minister  of  Marine  writes  a  memorandum — 
a  famous  memorandum— and  then  he  forgets 
absolutely  all  about  it.  And  why  ?  Because 
the  Minister  of  Marine  knew  well  -enough  he 
had  settled  it.  He  has  settled  Captain  Allman, 
and  it  will  result  in  the  settlement  of  Mr. 
Allport  too ;  and  if  the  Government  are  bold 
enough  it  will  result  in  the  settlement  of  Mr. 
Glasgow  as  well  before  the  slaughter  is  com- 

Slete.  I  say  the  speech  of  the  Minister  of 
farine  was  strong  b^  merit  of  evasion,  and  not 
by  merit  of  explanation ;  where  it  was  explana- 
tory it  was  weak,  and  where  it  was  evasive  it 
was  strong.  And  he  said  nothing — not  a  vt  ord — 
about  the  affidavit  filed  by  Jones,  which  refers 
to  the  generous  treatment  of  the  Premier,  who 
slapped  him  on  the  shoulder  and  said,  *'  Jones, 
you  thought  I  could  not  get  that  certificate 
for  you,  but  you  see  I  have."  Yes,  that  is  one 
of  the  many  charms  of  the  Premier,  and  it  is  a 
oharm  that  has  a  fascination  for  me.  I  always 
admire  his  generosity ;  he  is  exceedingly  gene- 
rous, so  long  as  it  does  not  affect  his  own 
pocket.  I  have  a  word  to  say  later  on  as 
to  the  Premier's  connection  with  the  public 
revenues  from  the  standpoint  of  Ministerial 
allowances  and   expenses.     Then    I   want   to 

Soint  out  that  the  Minister  of  Marine  taunted 
It,  Hutcheson  because  he  had  made  charges  of 
crimping  against  a  certain  official  in  this  port, 
and  he  declined  to  follow  the  charges  up.  The 
Minister  accused  him  of  cowardice.  And  yet 
what  has  the  Minister  done  fince?  He  has 
actually  stopped  that  very  official  from  fol- 
lowing  his  former  occupation;  and  unless 
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the  charges  laid  by  Mr.  Hutcheson  were  well 
founded,  why  has  the  department  refused  to 
grant  him  any  longer  permission  to  enlist  sea- 
men? 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— For    a  very  different 
reason  altogether. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— For  a  very  different  reasont 
no  doubt.    I  pass  on  to  a  review  of  the  very 
remarkable  statement  made  by  the  Minister  df 
Marine,  and  I  am  going  to  read  almost  hi» 
exact  words,  for  I  took  them  down  in  narrative 
form:  "Captain  Jones  claimed   that  he  had 
three  years  and  nine  months'  service,  but  I 
found  out  that  he  had  made  a  false  statement."^ 
Now,  when  you  start  with  a  man  who  has  made 
a  false  statement  to  you  you  have  good  grounds 
for  being  suspicious,  and  not  considerate.   And 
the  Minister   continued :    '*  When  I  got  the 
Premier's  telegram  I  asked  Allman  whether 
anything  fresh  had  happened  re  Jones.    He 
said  *  No,*  and  I  put  the  wire  aside."    Is  tiiat 
right  ? 
Mr.  HALL-JONES.— Yes. 
Mr.  TAYLOR.— Oh,  I  took  you  carefully. 
«  Then,"  said  the  Minister,  '*  I  suspect  Allman 
told  Jones  about  the  wire,  and  Jones  started 
agitating  for  a  service  certificate  again." 
Mr.  HALL-JONES.— Not  that. 
Mr.  TAYLOR.— Well,  if    the  Minister  will 
allow  me  to  see  his  uncorrected  Hansard  proof 
I  will  find  it.    The  Minister  said  last  year  that 
I  had  made  a  profit  of  £1,500  out  of  a  businen 
transaction — the  sale  of  the  Police  Report,  the 
gross  receipts  from  whioh  were  below  £500— 
that  I  made  £1,500  out  of  that.    He  is  a  re- 
markable arithmetician,    but  when  I  seareh 
Hansard  for  that  fabulous  statement  I  cannot 
find  it.    It  may  be  so  with  this. 
Mr.  HALL-JONES.— A  thousand  pounds. 
Mr.  TAYLOR.— Only  a  thousand  ?   Well,  th* 
Minister's  recklessness  in  connection  with  the 
statement  I  have  referred  to  of  last  year  causes 
me  to  suspect  that  he  ought  to  be  where  Gap* 
tain  Allman  is,  if  justice  were  done,  and  that 
some  other  man  with  more  regard  for  truth 
should  be  occupying  his  position  on  that  bench. 
I  now  pass  on :  "  It  was,"  says  the  Minister^ 
**  suggested  that  work  that  Captain  Jones  had 
performed  on  the  tug  might  be  taken  as  the 
oasis  for  the  service  certmcate  he  was  claim- 
ing."   This  tug  suggestion  was  a  fresh  starting- 
point  on  the  part  of  the  Minister  of  Marine  to- 
meet  the  demands  of  a  man  whom  he  had 
proved  before  to  have  made  a  false  statement 
to  him. 
An  Hon.  Membeb. — Who  suggested  it? 
Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  am  following  it  up.    The 
Minister  continued,  "And  the  Premier  expressed 
a  wish  that  the  Jones  affair  should  be  settled.'^ 
Now,  mark  you,  the  Premier  did  not  express  a 
wish  that  the  Jones  affair  should  be  investi- 
gated,   but   that    it   should  be    settled.    The 
envelope  memorandum  was  written   immedi- 
ately afterwards  ;   and  this  pressing  affair— so 
pressing  that  the  telegraph-wires  were  brought 
into  request — drops  right  through  the  memory 
of  the  Minister  of  Marine  altogether,  until  the 
member  for  Wellington  City,  in  discharge  of  his 
duty  to  the  seamen  of  the  oolony,  dares  to  stand 
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sp  in  the  Hoaoe  and  say  that  there  is  corrup- 
tion in  the  Marine  Department.  Then  the 
memoiy  ot  the  Minister  of  Marine  is  immedi- 
ately reinyigorated,  and  he  remembers  just  as 
mueh  as  he  dare  remember  if  he  is  to  retain 
his  position  as  Minister.  The  affair  of  Jones's 
esrtificate  was  settled,  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  explained  to  the 
House  how  it  was  settled.  Then,  the  Minister 
of  Marine  went  on  to  evade  the  fact  that  the 
I^»mier  offered  to  take  an  affidavit  of  service 
bom  Gaptain  Jones's  friends  in  lieu  of  the 
official  record  of  service,  and  he  declared  that 
the  honour  of  the  Ministers  in  this  matter  had 
not  been  impeached.  Well,  I  declare  the  fact 
Ibat  I  believe  the  country  is  not  so  much  con- 
ooned  with  the  wrongdoing  of  the  Civil  ser- 
vaoks  in  this  matter  as  that  ib  wants  to  know 
whether  the  wrongdoing;  of  the  Civil  Service  in 
the  matter  was  not  originally  brought  about  by 
the  wrongdoin|;  of  Ministers.  I  say,  there  is 
the  issue.  It  is  the  Mioisterial  issue,  and  not 
the  smaller  one,  which  is  of  interest.  Then, 
he  says  that  if,  as  the  result  of  the  inquiry,  the 
honour  of  Ministers  is  impugned,  the  House 
most  try  ihem.  Again,  members  will  see  the 
Qovemment  are  not  going  to  trial  before  the 
Boyal  Commission,  and  unless  the  Royal  Com- 
mivion  is  very  different  from  the  plastic  organi- 
sation which  tried  police  matters  last  year  we 
iball  not  get  much  investigation  into  the  con- 
(bot  of  Misisters.  The  Premier  last  year,  when 
he  went  before  the  Police  Commission,  delivered 
hunself  in  this  way : — 

**If  the  Oovemor  cannot  ask  me  a  question, 
he  being  the  head  of  the  colony,  how  can  he 
ask  me  through  the  Commission?  A  Qovem- 
ment has  to  he  tried  by  Parliament.  Minis- 
ters ean  go  before  their  peers,  and  no  one 
else.'* 

Not  answerable  to  the  Gk>vemor,  and  not 
answerable  to  the  Commissioners,  and  not 
answerable  to  Parliament !  The  only  chance 
we  had  of  considering  the  Ministers'  connec- 
tion with  the  Police  Department  and  itf  mal- 
administration was  when  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mission come  before  the  House,  and  members 
know  that  they  were  then  deliberately  balked 
fnm  expressing  any  opinion  on  the  conclusions 
aoivod  at  by  the  Commissioners;  and  if  it 
served  the  turn  of  the  Ministry  they  would  be 
balked  from  coming  to  any  conclusion  upon 
tius  Marine  Commission  report.  Then,  the 
Premier  mdd  to  the  Police  Commissioners, 
''Ministers  are  to  be  tried  by  Parliament. 
Kiiusters  must  go  before  their  peers,  and  no- 
body else."  It  is  a  most  delightful  thing  to 
hear  that  under  party  government  every  mem- 
ber of  Parliament  is  the  peer  of  a  Minister.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  under  our  party  system,  if  a 
member  of  Parliament  is  prepared  to  sacrifice 
his  judgment  and  his  integrity  he  is  the  peer 
of  a  Minister,  but  if  he  dares  to  display  the 
ilighteat  amount  of  either  intelligence  or  in- 
te^ty  he  is  a  fit  companion  for  those  in 
outer  darkness,  and-  he  is  oast  out.  And  yet 
we  are  again  to  be  told  that,  if  the  Minis- 
tais'  action  in  connection  with  the  Marine 
Department  is  successfully  impeached,    they 


are  to  be  tried  by  Parliament.  We  know 
how  in  the  past  they  have  successfully  divided 
and  controlled  the  House  when  any  question 
affecting  the  morality  of  their  executive  actions 
has  been  challenged.  I  have  no  hope  of  bettor 
methods  in  the  present  matter.  Well,  Sir,  this 
Commission  hasbeen  determined  upon,  anyhow, 
and  I  voted  last  night  for  the  amendment  to 
the  Address  in  Reply  because  I  hold  that  the 
Government  has  no  right,  first  of  all,  to  refuse 
Parliament  the  right  to  say  what  tribunal 
should  try  this  matter;  and,  secondly,  I  say 
we  are  being  forced  into  no-confidence  debates 
on  any  question  that  will  cover  up  confusion  or 
wrongful  administration  in  any  department, 
although  the  loyalty  of  party  has  not  once 
been  tested  for  years  past  in  the  intereste  of 
Badical  legislation.  And  I  ask  labour  mem- 
bers of  the  House  to  bear  that  indisputable  fact 
in  mind.  Then,  the  Boyal  Commission  is 
practically  a  contempt  of  this  Parliament.  I 
see  the  rights  of  this  representative  assembly 
slipping  awav  year  after  year,  not  piecemeal, 
but  on  a  wholesale  scale ;  and  for  that  reason  I 
resent,  as  a  member  of  the  House,  the  haste, 
the  indecent  haste,  with  which  the  Ministry 
attempted  to  forestall  Parliament  in  its  judg- 
ment. I  am  not  going  into  all  the  details  of 
the  Marine  business.  The  indictment  of  the 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  J.  Hutohe- 
son)  and  the  member  for  Palmerston  was  com- 
plete. But  what  has  been  our  experience  of 
Boyal  Commissions?  Sir,  do  members  re- 
member the  Boyal  Commission  appointed  by 
this  Government  to  inquire  into  the  conduct 
of  Inspector  Emerson — Boyal  Commissiouer 
Eyre  Kenny  ?  The  capacity  that  this  Goveru- 
ment  has  for  the  selection  of  suitable  Boyal 
Commissioners  does  them  infinite  credit.  The 
right  man  always  turns  up,  and  the  Boyal 
Commission  I  have  referred  to  is  a  con- 
spicuous proof  of  my  contention.  Then,  as 
another  instance,  Sir,  of  the  fact  that,  whether 
as  regards  Boyal  Commissions  or  parliament- 
ary Committees,  it  seems,  under  the  present 
system,  we  are  allowing  both  these  tri- 
bunals to  be  used  more  for  the  purpose 
of  concealing  the  truth  than  of  disclosing 
the  truth,  take  the  Banking  Committee.  Was 
ever  a  more  strenuous  effort  made  month 
after  month  to  conceal  the  truth  in  connection 
with  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  than  was  made 
by  the  Premier  during  the  history  of  that 
famous  tribunal?  That  was  a  parliamentary 
Committee.  But  I  want  to  point  out  that  the 
whole  strength  of  the  Premier's  great  talent  was 
directed  to  preventing  that  tribunal  from  ask- 
ing fearless  questions,  or  getting  answers  to 
them.  The  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere, 
who  was  on  the  Committee,  knows  it  well.  The 
honourable  member  for  Nelson  City,  who  does 
not  like  pity  expressed  for  his  position  as  ChaL. 
man  of  that  Committee,  was  literally  bullied 
and  kicked  about,  simply  because  he  tried  with 
other  members  to  elicit  facts  which  did  not 
serve  the  purpose  of  the  powers  that  be,  and 
to  have  those  facts  placed  fully  befoie  the 
public.  And  so  the  Committee  became  at  last 
little  more  than  a  farce.    We  have  had  Boyal 
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Commissions  with  similar  nsnlts ;  bai,  in  any 
casoi  I  say  they  do  not  afford  sach  satisfactory 
opportnnities  in  the  way  of  investigation  as  do 
parliamentary  Committees,  where  the  powers 
are  absolute.  Do  members  notice  the  remark- 
able analogies  between  the  methods  of  dealing 
with  the  Marine  scandal  and  those  adopted 
in  connection  with  the  Police  Department? 
When  that  department  was  tackled  in  earnest 
by  some  one  who  meant  business,  what  hap- 
pened ?  There  was  a  flatter  in  the  Ministerial 
dovecot,  and  there  was  a  new  Commissioner 
imported.  Then,  when  the  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  attacked  the  Marine  Department, 
in  the  hope  that  inqniry  might  be  averted  a 
new  head  of  the  department  is  to  be  imported, 
and  we  are  to  have  an  expensive  officer  brought 
oat  from  England.  It  so  happens,  however,  that 
this  matter  cannot  be  so  nicely  dovetailed  in 
as  could  be  desired,  for  the  inquiry  will  be  over 
before  the  new  officer  arrives.  And  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Police  inquizy  of  last  year  there 
was  a  determined  effort  made  to  destroy  evi- 
dence. After  the  Commission  had  been  de- 
termined upon,  and  before  a  single  witness  had 
been  examined,  the  Government  allowed  seventy 
odd  men  to  be  promoted,  and  those  seventh  men 
were  just  equal  to  so  much  destroyed  evidence. 
The  men  all  had  grievances — such  as  lack  of 
promotion,  and  other  grievances — and  because 
of  their  promotion  their  lips  were  effeotaally 
sealed  as  witnesses  so  far  as  the  Boysl  Commis- 
sion was  concerned.  And,  in  connection  with 
this  veiy  matter  we  are  desJing  with  now,  what 
have  we  heard  ?  That  there  was  an  attempt  being 
made  by  certain  officers  in  the  Marine  Depart- 
ment to  take  away  from  the  pigeon-holes  docu- 
ments without  which  their  wrongdoing  could 
not  be  brought  home  to  them.  The  documents 
were  about  to  be  destroyed ;  and  those  docu- 
ments, as  evidence,  were  to  occupy  exactly  the 
same  position  in  regard  to  the  maladministra- 
tion of  that  department  as  the  policemen,  with 
their  grievances,  did  last  year.  The  policemen 
were  silenced  by  promotion  to  the  tune  of  one- 
seventh  of  the  numerical  strength  of  the  whole 
Force ;  and  it  is  only  owing  to  the  loyalty  of 
a  clerk  that  the  documents  without  which 
the  Marine  Commission  could  never  have  con- 
ducted this  inquiry  were  not  destroyed  by  fire 
— for  that  was  the  proposal,  Sir.  Sir,  there 
was  a  man  tried  during  the  last  few  months 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  on  a  charge  of 
embezzling  State  moneys,  and  in  the  course 
of  the  inquiry  it  was  ordered  that  certain 
documents  which  would  prove  the  em- 
bezzlement should  be  seized  by  the  Court. 
Sir,  immediately  after  the  order  of  the  Court 
the  building  in  which  those  documents  were 
confined— in  the  Capitol — was  burned  down, 
and  the  firemen  had  to  cope  with  the  fire 
at  six  different  places  at  once.  And  these 
Marine  Department  documents,  Sir,  were  to 
have  been  destroyed  by  fire.  We  are  sliding  in 
tliis  colony  very  fast,  and  the  man  who  dares 
to  stand  up  against  the  tendencies  of  the  times 
is  a  man  who  is  a  traitor  to  the  Liberal  party. 
As  to  the  suggestion  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie), 
Mr.  Taylor 


that  the  Premier  had  used  Captain  Fairchild— 
a  dead  man — ^to  shield  hinuelf  in  having  sent 
the  wire  urging  his  colleague  to  settle  Jones'k 
affair,  alkhouf^  the  honoorable  member  fat 
Taieri  says  the  suggestion  was  nttedy  shameful, 
I  say  history  often  repeats  itself.  EAtethaij 
undoubtedly  did  use  the  name  of  a  dead  msa 
to  justify  his  forgeries,  which  tent  the  man 
who  has  just  returned  to  France  into  exila 
for  years.  What  did  the  Premier  do  in 
connection  with  the  Police  inquiry?  I  ny 
it  with  regret:  He  has  told  the  colony  thit 
the  one  incident  proved  by  the  Polios 
Commission  as  the  result  of  an  expenditms 
of  £4,000  was  the  fact  that  a  poUee-oon- 
stable  at  Balolatha  oarried  the  dead  body  of 
his  child  by  train  for  burial  in  Doaedis 
contrary  to  the  railway  regulations.  His 
Premier  did  not  tell  the  publio  that  I  did  not 
charge  the  man  with  that  offence  exoepi  in- 
cidentally, but  that  the  reaaon  for  the  oosija 
beiog  made  was  because  that  polioeoffiostwsBt 
to  a  man  in  the  Town  of  Balolutha,  who  his 
since  been  fined  for  sly-grog  selling  under 
another  constable,  and  who  was  then  a  noto- 
rious sly-grog  seller,  and  asked  him  to  lend  him 
his  buggy ;  and  he  got  this  man,  whom,  in  hii 
capacity  as  a  polhse  officer,  he  had  under  sss- 
picion  as  a  law-breaker,  to  carry  the  body  to 
the  station  and  to  deceive  the  railway  sntho- 
rities  by  placing  the  body  under  the  seat^  It 
was  for  that  reason  t^at  I  brought  this  mattsc 
under  the  notice  of  the  Commission.  I  vsi 
trying  to  prove  to  the  Oommiasion  that  hs 
was  a  man  who  had  been  in  the  town  so 
long,  and  had  established  such  relations  witii 
certain  people,  that  he  oould  not  possibly 
discharge  his  duty;  and  I  proved  my  osss 
up  to  the  hilt.  How  did  that  policemen  do 
his  duty  ?  These  two  men  were  deliberstsly 
partners  in  wrongdoing.  The  Premier  told 
the  publio  the  half-truth  about  this  Bal- 
clutha  incident  not  once  but  many  times  in 
the  course  of  last  year.  Sir,  deceit  and  con- 
cealment are  his  principal  stock-in-trade  on 
the  publio  platform ;  and,  under  the  present 
Administration,  a  man  of  ordinary  honesty  ii 
tremendously  handicapped  when  he  has  to  con- 
tend on  the  public  platform  with  such  methodi 
of  public  speaking.  Why,  the  Premier  knows 
well  enough  that  by  the  aid  of  Royal  Conunis- 
sioner  Eyre  Kenny  he  saved  his  boon  oom- 
panion.  The  unfortunate  man  Emerson  is 
now  dead,  but  I  am  boimd,  in  answer  to  tbs 
Premier's  repeated  misstatements  on  the  sob- 
ject,  to  mention  him.  For  years  Emerson  wss 
a  notorious  law-breaker  and  a  gamester. 

.^rt        Mr.    HAIiL- JONES.— Who  killed 

■^"•"-    Emerson? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Who  kiUcd  Emerson  ?  Why, 
the  life  that  the  Premier  encouraged  him  to  livs 
killed  him. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Shame  1 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— It  is  a  shame ;  tnd  iil 
dared  say  to  the  House  what  I  know  aboot 
that  matter  it  would  cause  even  the  Pnmier 
to  feel  a<%hamed.  I  have«xlealt  with  Baldnths 
as  a  typical  case.  Sir,  I  want  to  refer  now  to 
some  further  remarks  of  the  honourable  iDsn- 
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ber  lor  Matanra.    Did  the  House  notice  how 
mnAj  the  hononiable  member  for  Matanra 
d£nded  tiie  Qo^amment'e  legislation  of  the 
jMit  eif^t  years  ?    Why,  there  is  no  difference 
of  opinion  in  this  House   about   the    trend 
ol  Icgidation  during  the   past  eight   years; 
then  is  no  differenoe  of  opinion  that  it  has 
tsen  benefioial  to  the  oonntry.    Its  passage 
hsB  hwa.  resisted  by  the  Opposition,  but  the 
ioree  of  public   opinion,    and   the   foroe    of 
aperienoe,  has  actually  converted    the    Op- 
position   into    approvers,    at    any    rate,    of 
the  legislation   of  the   past   eight  years.    I 
am  not  here  to  say  a  word  for  the  Opposi- 
ti<»;  they  can  look  after  themselves.    But 
tiMFS  is  no  need  for  an  eager  defence  of  the 
Govenunent*s  legislation,  bKBcanse  there  is  no 
member  of  the  Liberal  party  but  knows  it  has 
been  beneficial.   The  only  legitimate  complaint 
ii  that  we  are  stationary  as  a  Liberal  party, 
sad,  whereas,  in  1891  we  had  ideals  that  in- 
spired the  party  and  the  country,  our  policy  is 
now  in  fragments  in  the  country,  and  we  are, 
ss  a  party,  striving  principally  to  continue  the 
siistenoe  of  an  Executive  that  dare  not  boast 
of  their  administration.    What,  Sir,  does  that 
mean  ?   The  legislation  of  this  party  originated 
irith  the  people ;   and  you  cannot  judge  any 
Exeontive  by  its  legislation.  Legislation  begins 
nitii  a  few  fanatics.     Ideas  —  whether  con- 
neoted  with  labour,  land  reforms,  or  liquor-law 
reforms— first  control  a  few  men,  then  get  a 
pisce  on  the  platforms  of  the  country  and  in 
the  public  Press,  and  then  they  get  into  legis- 
lation;  but  the  Parliament  never   legislates 
imtil  the  pressure  from  without  becomes  irre- 
sistible.    I    repeat,  you  judge  an  Executive 
only  by  the  morality  of  its  administrative  acts ; 
And  yon  had  not  a  word  from  the  member  for 
Mataura  oa  that.     The  facts  of    the    Police 
Commiasion  were  before  him.    Why  did  he  not 
tail  the  Hoaae  what  he  was  too  nervous  to 
tell  his  constituents — that  the  last  eight  years 
have  been  years  of  gross  neglect  of  the  men's 
interests  in  the  Force— eight  years  in  which 
coofosion  reigned  in  the  Police  Department  ? 
Not  a  word  about  that ;  and  I  say  it  is  a  bad 
day  for  the  Liberal  party  and  for  democracy 
when  one  of  the  strongest  men  in  Parliament 
—ationg  by  virtue  of  many  posscBsions — has  to 
bosst  of  the  Government's  legislation,  which 
he  knows  does  not  emanate  from  them,  and 
has  to    remain  absolutely  silent   about    the 
ebaraoter  of  the  administration  of  the  Minis- 
try, our  public  trustees.    I  have  no  time  to 
deal  further  with  that  matter,  but  I  pass  on  to 
«ay  that   some  of  us  are  in  a  state  of  semi- 
rebelliott,  not  against    the   legislation   of  the 
Oovemment,  but  against  the  character  of  the 
administration   we   are  asked    to  indorse.    I 
•ay  the  Liberal  party's  administration  should 
be  as  capable  of  generous  defence  as  its  legis- 
lation is    capable    of   a    good  defence;    and 
I  eballenge  any  one  to    deny   ife.    Then,  we 
are  asked  to  believe  that  we  can  ignore  the 
charges  of  maladministration  because  of   the 
prosperity  of  the  country.    Again  I  ask,  do  we 
cause  the  prosperity  of  the  country  ?    In  a  very 
intetional  degree.    The  industry  of  the  people 


would  continue  if  we  were  to  adjourn  for  three 
years ;  if  we  were  to  adjourn  for  five  years  the 
industry  of  the  people  would  continue.  And 
we  might  as  well  say  the  prosperity  of  the  last 
eight  years  in  Victoria— and  Victoria  is  becom- 
ing prosperous;  in  New  South  Wales — and 
New  South  Wales  has  had  good  times,  com- 
paratively speaking,  during  the  past  few  years 
— we  might  fts  well  say  that  is  due  to  our 
administration  and  legislation.  The  fact  is, 
you  must  judge  of  an  administration  without 
taking  notice  of  any  external  claims  at  all.  It 
must  stand  or  fall  by  the  morality  of  its  volun- 
tary actions.  I  have  wondered  sometimes  that 
the  Premier  did  not  boast  that  the  Peace  Oon- 
ference  now  sitting  in  Europe  is  the  direct 
outcome  of  something  the  Liberal  party  has 
done  during  the  last  eight  years.  Or  why  does 
he  not  boast  that  the  German  Emperor's  visit 
to  Jerusalem  was  controlled  by  this  Ministry  ? 
The  fact  is,  these  boasts  are  made  to  gull  the 
public,  and  to  cover  up  and  protect  the  Minis- 
try from  the  deserved  criticism  of  what  they 
are  actually  responsible  for.  I  have  little  time 
to  say  much  else,  but  I  am  going  to  ask  this 
side  of  the  House  to  consider  our  position.  I 
say  we  were  not  in  revolt  against  Ministers,  but 
what  I  and  others  with  whom  I  have  the  honour 
to  work  in  this  House  complain  of  is  this :  We 
complain  that  the  administration  of  the  Gk>- 
vemment  is  such  that  we  cannot  defend  it, 
and  that  very  little  progressive  legislation  is 
proposed  by  the  Government.  We  are  opposed 
by  the  Ministry  when  we  urge  that,  having 
made  manhood  suffrage  the  basis  of  representa- 
tion, we  ought  to  place  the  Ministry  under  the 
power  of  Parliament,  as  Parliament  is  under 
the  control  of  the  people.  What  are  we  told  ? 
That  the  Government  will  not  allow  Parlia- 
ment to  appoint  its  Executive.  So  the  Liberal 
party  declares  that  we  are  to  have  a  Ministry 
that  is  democratic  at  its  base  and  autocratic 
at  its  apex.  We  are  opposed  when  we  com- 
plain that  the  people  ought  to  have  some  legis- 
lative power  apart  from  Parliament — the  re- 
ferendum. What  are  we  offered?  The  very 
skeleton  of  a  referendum.  Unless  the  two 
Houses  disagree,  the  people,  the  source  of  par- 
liamentary power,  cannot  express  an  opinion. 
When  we  ask  for  the  referendum,  with  power 
of  initiative  as  well  as  veto,  we  are  told  that 
when  the  two  Houses  disagree,  then,  by  virtue 
of  our  great  favour,  the  people  can  say  which 
legislative  Chamber  is  right  or  wrong.  Then, 
we  ask  for  reform  of  the  Legislative  Council. 
If  one  reform  more  than  another  should  be  de- 
manded it  is  reform  of  the  Legislative  Council. 
How  long  has  it  been  promised  ?  Every  year 
since  this  Government  has  been  in  power. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  reformed  at  all,  it  wants 
reforming  out  of  existence. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Is  that  so  ?  I  do  not  know 
what  mood  the  Premier  was  in  in  Auckland 
last  month  when  he  said, — 

**0f  late  years  the  Legislative  Council  had 
been  brought  almost  to  a  state  of  perfection. 
Now  the  Conservatives  wanted  an  elective 
Council ,  on  the  Hare  system .  That  meant  little 
show  for  a  man  witii  great  ability  and  littla 
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money,  as  he  oould  not  afford  to  stump  large 
provincial  distriots  to  secure  election.  He 
considered  it  was  much  better  for  the  Govern- 
ment, the  direct  representatives  of  the  people, 
to  nominate  new  members  to  the  Legislative 
Oounoil.  Whether  the  Upper  House  was 
wanted  at  all  was  quite  another  matter.  It 
was  now  more  in  touch  with  the  people,  and 
was  perhaps  useful  as  a  revisory  Ghamoer,  and 
had  done  good  work,  but  it  did  not  now  do 
what  their  opponents  wanted,  so  they  required 
an  elective  Obamber  for  a  change." 

Speaking  at  Timaru  on  the  9th  May,  the 
Minister  of  Marine  said, — 

**  Reform  of  the  Legislative  Council  was  now 
one  of  the  Opposition  cries.  Nothing  was  heard 
of  this  before  the  seven-year  tenure  was  intro- 
duced, but  as  this  had  Liberalised  the  Council 
and  enabled  progressive  measures  to  be  got 
ttirough  it  must  be  'reformed.'  The  limited 
appointments  forced  the  members  to  keep  in 
touch  with  the  people  or  they  would  not  be  re- 
appointed." 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— Read  the  whole  thing. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  will  do  so  :— 

"What chance  would  there  have  been  of  the 
Old-age  Pensions  Bill  passing  the  Legislative 
Council  in  the  old  dnys  ?  There  was  a  demand 
now  that  the  Council  should  be  elected  on  the 
Hare  system  of  large  electorates.  He  would 
never  agree  to  this,  as  it  would  mean  that 
only  rich  men  could  contest  the  elections." 

What  has  the  Premier  to  say  in  reply  to  his 
declaration  in  Auckland  that  he  is  opposed  to 
a  reform  of  the  Legislative  Council  because 
during  the  past  eight  years  it  has  been  made 
perfect,  and  he  believes  that  the  best  way 
of  dealing  with  the  Legislative  Council  is  to 
allow  its  members  to  be  nominated  by  a 
Ministry  that  is  in  touch  with  the  people  ?  Can 
any  departure  from  a  deliberate  promise  to  a 
party  be  more  complete  than  that?  And  can 
anything  prove  more  clearly  that  it  is  the  lust 
of  power  that  is  the  principal  concern  of  the 
Ministry  of  to-day?  Then,  Sir,  we  complain 
that  in  connection  with  our  land  legislation  we 
cannot  get  the  principle  of  revaluation  em- 
bodied in  it.  We  complain  that  the  Ministry 
have  made  the  only  deliberate  attempt  — 
the  only  dangerous  attempt — on  the  educa- 
tional system  that  has  been  made  during  the 
past  seven  years,  when  they  proposed,  under 
the  guise  of  technical  education,  to  subsidise 
denominational  schools.  Then,  we  complain 
that  the  State-farm  experiment,  from  which 
some  of  us  had  hoped  a  great  deal,  and  from 
which  some  of  us  still  hope  a  great  deal,  has 
been  brought  into  discredit  because  of  the 
entire  neglect  displayed  towards  it  by  the 
Gk>vemment.  Then,  we  complain  that  the 
Civil  Service,  which  ought  to  feel  that  its  one 
duty  is  to  the  public,  is  slowly  slipping  down 
to  feel  that  its  one  duty  is  to  the  politician ; 
and  we  feel  that  the  dignity  and  integrity  of 
the  Service  is  endangered  by  existing  condi- 
tions, and  all  our  appeals  for  a  better  order  of 
things  are  largely  ignored.  Then,  we  make 
complaint  that  local -government  reform  is 
evaded  every  year,  and  it  would  appear  that 
Mr»  Taylor 


no  real  effort  is  to  be  made  to  give  the  loetl 
bodies  the  power  they  ought  to  have.  The 
co-operative-works  system  has  been  praotioaUj 
abandoned — a  system  that,  with  care,  would 
have  become  a  permanent  in8titation][ia  coii- 
neotion  with  all  public  works  in  this  oolonj, 
but  which,  owing  to  the  neglect  di^yii 
towards  it,  as  shown  in  conneotion  witii  the 
new  Library  buildings,  where  the  principle 
was  abandoned,  and  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  is  being  gradually  undermined  by  the 
apathy  of  those  in  charge,  so  that  it  viQ 
probably  go  down. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— More  men  are  employed 
now  than  ever. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— That  may  be  true.  Now, 
Sir,  I  have  dealt  with  these  things,  and  someocM 
will  say,  "  That  is  all  by  the  way  of  adferss 
criticism."  What  I  have  said  I  have  said  fran 
a  sense  of  duty.  Unless  we  are  to  dcgeneial* 
at  this  election  into  a  party  that  stands  oolf 
for  the  perpetuation  of  personal  power,  m 
shall  have  to  face  the  people  this  year  with  & 
Radical  platform. 

Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE.— Which  party? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.- Not  the  party  to  which  th» 
honourable  member  belongs,  because  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  member  for  Motueka's  bum 
is  connected  with  any  single  reform,  or  ever 
has  been,  either  in  or  out  of  this  House.  Bofe 
if  we  are  to  be  true  to  the  name  of  Libeitif 
we  ought  to  stand  for  a  Radical  platform  with 
some  tangible  reforms  in  it ;  and  yet  the  te> 
forms  I  have  named — from  the  oonstitotionil 
reform  of  the  elective  Executive  down  to  the 
question  of  the  oo-operative  workers — aieiuit 
to-day  agitated  for  by  the  official  Liberal psrty, 
although  they  are  by  some  of  the  despised  xsiik 
and  file.  At  the  conclusion  of  this  debate  I 
suppose  we  will  be  favoured  with  a  speech  fmn 
the  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fiflha4» 
and  I  propose  to  forestall  him  a  little.  I  ban 
taken  the  trouble  to  look  up  his  speeches  ia 
Hanaard  in  1893,  which  I  will  quote.  Dm 
member  for  Wellington  City,  in  1893,  critioiiiBg 
the  present  Ministry,  said  this : — 

**  Sir,  if  ever  any  occasion  justified  the  retao- 
tion  of  the  form  of  moving  and  discussmg  th» 
Address  in  reply  to  the  Speeoh  of  His  £ioel- 
lency  the  Qovemor  this  is  that  occasion,  for  it 
affords  an  opportunity  to  criticise  and  disscet 
the  remarkable  history  of  a  remarkable  Govern- 
ment " — this  Government,  of  which  the  Preml« 
was  at  the  time  acting  as  the  head— "a  Oo- 
vemment  which  has  ridden  on  the  wave  d 
popular  favour  and  been  blessed  with  favooiisg 
gales,  but  a  Qovemment  which  will  end  ill 
oareer  in  disaster.    .     .  Sir,  already  ve 

have  witnessed  their  fatuous  folly,  and  befixt 
long  we  shall  be  called  to  contemplate  the  &lt 
of  a  Government  which  attempted  to  presezTa 
an  existence  built  upon  popular  applause,  re- 
gardless of  aU  that  tends  to  the  true  welfare  of 
the  country." 

1  am  just  assisting  the  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Fisher)  a  little.  Further  od  he 
says — and  I  would  quote  this  in  connection  with 
the  action  of  the  member  for  Wellington  Ci^ 
last  night : — 
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"I  like  therefore  the  man  who,  in  porBuanoe 

of  a  steadfast  purpose,  is  not  afraid  to  do  the 

Ihiog  that  he  believes  to  be  right  and  honour- 
lUe  whether  for  the  moment  it  meets  with 
popnlu  approval  or  not." 

Then,  further  on,  this  gentleman,  referring 
to  what  he  alleged  was  an  exaggerated  state- 
BMnt  made  by  the  Premier,  says, — 

''Sir,  that  is  very  inventive.  The  honour- 
ftblo  gentleman's  statement  reminds  me  of  the 
inraaing  story  of  Captain  Absolute's  servant, 
who,  when  advised  by  his  master  never  to  tell 
more  lies  than  are  neoessary,  replies,  *  A  lie  is 
Bolhiog  unless  one  supports  it.  Sir,  whenever 
I  draw  upon  my  own  invention  for  a  good 
eomnt  lie,  I  also  forge  indorsements  as  well 
M  the  bill.' " 

That,  Sir,  was  the  oriticism  by  the  honour- 
able member  of  the  Premier's  speech  at  Napier, 
fheo,  iht  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
(Sty  goes  on  further  in  the  same  speech,  speaking 
of  a  certain  purchase  of  buildings  in  oonneotion 
with  the  Oovemment  Life  Insurance  Depart- 
ment, to  say, — 

"The  Government  have  made  the  purchase ; 
tteir  supporters  have  no  freedom  of  opinion  in 
legard  to  it.  Their  followers,  as  good  party- 
man,  must  defend  it." 

As  he  will  defend  the  party  he  is  temporarily 
amoeiated  with  to-night,  as  he  has  done  for 
yoaia.    Mr.  Fisher  continued, — 

'*!  am  not  speaking  disrespectfully,  but  as 
food  party-men  they  will  hymn  the  refrain, 
*It  is  a  good  and  an  excellent  thing  for 
hnthren  to  vote  together  in  unity.' " 

Then  he  goes  on  to  show  the  advantage  of 
a  representative  defending  public  as  against 
patty  interest,  and  says, — 

"I  will  with  the  most  perfect  willingness 
nnender  my  seat  in  this  House  at  any  time 
when  called  upon  by  the  electors,  rather  than 
ocoapy  amongst  my  fellow-members  the  posi- 
tion of  an  automaton  in  Peirliament." 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  his  speech  is 
this:— 

"If  the  Government  were  a  true  and  honest 
Oovemment  they  would  have  my  support. 
They  are  neither  true  nor  honest." 

I  ask  members  to  remember  these  quotations 
*hen  the  avalanche  of  oratory  falls  on  the 
Hoose  that  is  going  to  fall  in  a  short  time  in 
dafenoeofthe  party  of  1898  that  the  member 
for  Wellington  Oity  was  then  criticizing.  I 
wished  to  speak  about  the  Premier's  expenses 
and  allowances,  but  it  must  remain  until  the 
fOfistion  of  the  Public  Accounts  comes  up.  In 
eoDclosion,  I  wish  to  declare  that  the  most 
nanly  action  I  have  seen  since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  the  House  was  performed  last 
night  by  the  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
7.  Hatoheaon),  and  that  the  most  ungenerous 
*u  the  action  of  the  Minister  of  Marine  in 
levelling  those  wretched  taunts  against  him 
three  or  four  nighta  ago. 

Hi.  hall  JONES.— Sir,  the  honourable 
8!BQUeman  when  speaking  said  he  had  looked 
Into  Hantard  and  could  find  no  record  of  what 
I  had  said  last  year  in  reference  to  a  little  book 
published   by  the  honourable   gentlemeoi    as 


"The  Shadow  of  Tammany,"  the  inferenae 
being  that  such  a  reference  did  not  appear  in 
Hansard.  1  will  quote  from  Hansard  what  I 
said: — 

"  This  is  to  be  compiled  and  sold  at  Is.  each» 
and  it  is  expected  to  return  a  profit  of  close 
upon  £1,000.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  believe- 
there  are  that  number  of  persons  in  the  colony 
who  would  encourage  such  a  thing  as  this." 

Now,  there  is  what  I  said.  I  said,  a  profit 
of  nearly  £1,000 ;  but  from  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  said  there  hM  been  a 
profit  of  only  £500,  and  it  shows  how  accu- 
rate was  my  opinion  of  the  intelligence  of  the 
people  of  this  colony. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— All  I  wish  to  say  is  this :  I 
searched  a  full  day  this  week  and  I  could  not 
find  it.  I  told  the  Minister  that.  It  does  not 
alter  my  contention.  The  statement  was  made^ 
8Ad  is  as  utterly  absurd  as  was  the  Minister's 
attempted  wit  just  now. 

Mr.  SYMES  (Egmont).— Mr.  Speaker,  I  sup- 
pose I  shall  follow  somewhat  on  the  lines  of  all 
the  other  honourable  members.  It  seems  to  be 
the  cant  phrase,  if  I  may  use  such  a  term  iu 
this  House,  for  each  member  in  turn  to  say 
that  we  have  been  wasting  time,  and,  as  one 
swallow  never  made  a  summer,  I  intend  to  fol- 
low on  and  take  up  some  of  the  time  of  the 
House.  Sir,  we  have  just  listened  to  one  of 
the  usual  speeches  delivered  by  the  honourable- 
the  junior  member  for  Ohristohnrch  City.  In 
fact,  I  may  say  that  he  has  never  in  this  House 
or  outside  this  House  gone  upon  any  platform 
to  deliver  an  address  in  which  he  has  not  vili- 
fied some  one.  If  his  speech  is  not  one  of 
abuse,  it  is  nothing  at  all.  He  goes  in  for 
abuse  from  beginning  to  end,  and  there  is  very 
little  matter  in  his  speeches  beyond  that.  He- 
has  said  to-night  that  they  were  trying  to  do- 
something  in  this  House — that  is  to  say,  a  sec- 
tion of  them — and  that  the  other  members  on 
thia  side  of  the  House  should  give  them  their 
hearty  support.  Now,  Sir,  how  is  it  possible 
for  any  honourable  member,  especially  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  to  give  support  to  the  junior 
member  for  Ohristchurch  City  at  all  ?  Has  he 
not  gone  round  the  colony  during  the  recesa 
and  vilified  every  member  as  much  as  he  pos- 
sibly could,  and  not  always  in  the  most  truthful 
manner  ?  His  statements,  I  believe,  on  many 
occasions  were  knowingly  incorrect. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  did  not  quite  catch  the 
last  words  the  honourable  gentlemen  uttered. 

Mr.  SYMES.— "Misstatement,"  Sir.  He  has 
abused  us  in  the  most  unmeasured  and  out- 
rageous language.  He  went  out  of  his  way  to 
abuse  me  in  my  own  district,  and  more  par- 
ticularly when  he  got  farther  away  from  my 
district.  He  began  first  of  all.  Sir,  in  my  im- 
mediate neighbourhood,  Stratford,  by  stating 
there  that  I  had  been  opposed  to  the  Alcoholic 
Liquors  Ekile  Control  Bill,  and  he  made  the 
misstatement  that  I  had  opposed  the  Bill  by 
being  a  teller  on  Mr.  Millar's  Bill,  which  he 
stated  was  a  trade  Bill.  That,  Sir,  is  abso- 
lutely without  any  foundation  whatever  in  fact. 
I  was  not  a  teller  on  Mr.  Millar's  Bill.  And 
then  he  abused  seventy  policemen,  and  said 
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ihey  wete  bought.  Kow,  I  think  it  is  an  out- 
rage upon  our  Police  Force  to  say  that  seTent^ 
men — or  about  one-seventh  of  the  total  strengtn 
of  our  Police  Force  —  because  they  had  been 
promoted,  had  been  bought.  They  could  not 
f[o  into  the  witness-box,  he  said,  and  teU  the 
truth. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  said  they  were  silent. 

Mr.  STMES.— It  is  exactly  the  same  thing, 
and  a  rose  will  smell  as  sweet  by  any  other 
name.  Well,  Sir,  I  think  I  will  leave  the 
honourable  gentleman  now.  I  haye  siJd  quite 
enough  about  him.  He  is  well  known  in  my 
district  and  throughout  the  country,  and  his 
utterances  haye  no  weight.  Now,  I  have 
listened  with  a  very  great  amount  of  interest 
to  some  of  the  speeches  that  have  been  de- 
livered by  honourable  members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House.  It  is  pleasant  to  listen  to  some 
of  the  members,  and  as  to  others — well,  it  is 
not  80  much  of  a  treat.  First  of  all  we  come  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea.  He  has 
given  his  usual  sessional  speech.  Since  I  can 
remember,  Sir,  he  has  given  the  same  speech 
each  session  upon  some  scandal.  Just  now  it 
is  the  Marine  scandal ;  last  year  it  was  the 
Bun  Tuck  scandal ;  the  year  before  that  it 
was  Bushy  Park;  and  the  year  previous 
to  that  again  it  was  Cheviot ;  and  then 
we  go  right  away  back  to  the  Whitaker- 
Atkinson  scandal.  Each  of  these  sessional 
speeches  may  be  characterised  as  "all  sound 
and  fury."  I  remember  the  honourable  gentle- 
man some  years  ago,  when  I  was  quite  a 
small  boy,  and  he  was  then  known  in  Wa- 
nganui  as  the  **  fiery  youth " ;  and  he  still 
keeps  up  his  reputation  by  making  these 
speeches,  which  are  all  sound  and  fury,  to  the 
House,  and  if  it  were  not  for  that  he  would  be 
lost  sight  of  altogether.  But  I  think  he  is 
known  both  in  this  House  and  outside  the 
House  too  well.  In  fact,  he  reminds  me  of 
Oaptain  Wragg,  of  Universal  Pill  fame,  who 
use  to  write  after  his  name  **  T.W.K."— thatis, 
-**  Too  Well  Known.'*  I  think  most  honourable 
members  who  have  sat  here  for  a  great  number 
of  years  know  the  member  for  Patea—well, 
nearly  as  well  as  I  do — and  they  take  very  little 
notice  of  what  he  says,  and  in  the  count^  it  is 
just  about  the  same.  He  is  well  known,  and 
not  thought  much  of,  as  a  rule,  because  he  does 
not  always  stick  to  the  facts.  It  has  already  been 
said  that  any  stick  will  do  to  beat  a  dog  with, 
and  I  suppose  he  acts  on  that  principle.  Then 
we  come  to  the  senior  member  for  Dunedin  City 
^Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie),  and  from  him  we  have 
had  the  usual  dramatic  speech.  We  always 
expect  him  to  be  dramatic,  but  his  speeches 
have  no  weight  or  effect.  Then  we  have  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Waitemata 
with  his  usual  poetic  speech.  We  get  that 
each  session,  and  I  am  sure  it  is  quite  a  treat, 
and  we  all  enjoy  it,  because  it  affords  us  some 
amusement.  It  is  very  entertaining.  Another 
thing  that  we  always  fchank  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitemata  for  is  his  love  for  New 
Zealand.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  one— 
certainlv  no  one  in  this  House  if  there  is  out- 
aide  of  it— who  has  a  greater  love,  reverence. 
Mr.  8yme$ 


and  respect  for  New  Zealand  than  he  has,  and 
I  respect  any  one  who  has  such  great  love  and 
admiration  for  New  Zealand,  beoaose  I  feal 
^^  f.  that  love  myself.  Sir,  we  have  head 
^^'^'  from  each  aide  of  the  House  a  good 
deal  about  the  supposed  Marine  soaodaL 
It  has  been  trotted  out  on  every  platfoa 
and  upon  every  occasion  that  the  Oppositiaa 
have  had  a  chance  of  doing  so  in  the  ooontiy; 
and  after  listening  oarefnlly  to  kbe  variooi 
speeches  that  have  been  deUvered  in  tUi 
House  I  have  come  to  the  same  oondiiiifB 
that  I  had  before  I  ever  heard  any  apeeehoi 
here — ^namely,  that  there  is  nothing  in  it.  Iki 
most,  at  any  rate,  that  any- one,  so  far  as  I  ott 
see,  could  find  in  the  whole  matter— even  aUo1^ 
ing  that  the  famous  envelope  we  have  heard  M 
much  about,  and  which  will  be  handed  doai 
to  posterity,  could  be  construed  into  a  diiHl^ 
autnority— is  that  it  was  only  an  authority  Itr 
this  man  Jones  to  sit  for  an  examination.  M'l 
did  not  nor  could  it  be  construed  by  any 
into  giving  that  man  a  certificate.  No 
thing  was  ever  intended,  nor  could  it  be 
that  such  a  thing  could  ever  have  entered 
any  one's  head  except  a  man  who  had 
wildest  notion  of  what  an  authority 
be.  Now,  Sir,  I  think  the  only  fault  in 
tion  with  the  whole  matter  was  this: 
the  services  of  the  examiners  and  offioexs 
oemed  were  not  dispensed  with  at 
because  I  think  that  any  man  who 
take  such  a  document  as  that — if  you 
call  it  a  document — as  an  authority  df 
to  be  dismissed  from  any  service.  I  do 
intend  to  enter  into  the  Marine 
because,  as  has  already  been  remarked 
several  other  honourable  gentlemen,  my 
ing  into  marine  matters  would  be  some! 
like  sending  a  sailor  to  describe  a  fann ; 
we  had,  a  very  short  time  ago,  a  taste  of 
We  have  had  a  description  of  a  farm  given 
by  a  man  who,  I  thought,  knew 
about  ships,  but  from  what  I  have  heard 
this  House  I  do  not  think  he  knows 
about  ships,  and  he  certainly  knows  m 
about  fums.  He  deeoribed  the  latest 
tion  in  separators  as  a  "  spinning  •]< 
Before  entering  upon  other  matters, 
just  refer  to  the  utterances  of  several  mi 
The  member  for  Bruce  did  not  like 
notion  of  a  Boyal  Commission ;  he  said 
a  Committee  would  sift  the  evidence, 
members  of  that  Commission  have 
their  time  in  taking  evidence  —  they  are 
perienced  men.  They  certainly  are  more  ^ 
to  take  evidence  than  most  members  of 
House.  He  also  gave  us  a  graph io  deeodi 
of  buying  support.  I  think  we  ought  to 
no  more  about  that:  it  is  resnrrectiDg 
bones,  and  I  think  the  less  we  do  in  that^ 
the  better.  Then,  the  terrorising  of  the 
Service  has  been  trotted  out  time  and 
on  every  platform,  but  not  a  single 
has  been  given  to  us.  Civil  servants 
continually  retiring  from  the  servioe  01 
old  age,  and  so  on,  and  I  think  if  ^^, 
been  terrorised  they  would  soon  turn  roiiMj| 
those  who  had  terrorised  them.     Anyone' 
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go  through  ibe  ooantry  and  make  rash  aktta- 
■MDtei  witfaoat  any  foundation  in  fact.     It 
Menu  to  me  that  the  whole  purport  of  the 
ifetehes  of  thoee  members  oonsists  of  wild  and 
ash  eMurtions.    How  we  oome  to  the  latest 
addition  to  the  Honse — the  honourable  mem- 
bar  for  Toapeka.    He  gave  us  a  long  desorip- 
lioii  of  the  land-for-settlement   system.     It 
SMmfld  to  me  that  he  did  not  know  much 
iboot  the  subject   or   the    land.    When   he 
SMD6  to  the  matter  of  special  settlements  he 
esrtauily  was  at  sea.    His  notion  of  land-settle- 
atnt  was  this :   He  would  ask  the  colony  to 
baj  landi  burst  up  large  estates,  and  then  sell 
the  land  again,  to  be  mopped  up  and  formed 
into  laxge  estates  again.    I   contend  that  is 
Mug  to  those  persons  who  are  placed  upon 
ftatland  an  undue  preference  over  their  fellow- 
MttletB.    Why  should  we  buy  land  and  then 
tUow  other  people  to  acquire  the  freehold  ?    If 
ftey  come  to  our  ordinary  Grown  land  they 
lave  still  three  systems— cash,  occupation  witn 
iVit  of  purchase,  and  the  lease  in  perpetuity. 
I  would  go  much  further  than  eyen  the  Gh>Tem- 
ttfiathave  gone  in  connection  with  our  land 
friioy.  Our  present  system  should  be  extended, 
nople  who  take  up  bush  land  should  have  at 
[Ihe  very  least  four  to  five  years  before  thev 
[4mild  be  called  upon  to  pay  any  rent  or  in- 
Ivsst  on  their  land.    It  is  a  good  man  indeed 
jAo  can  make  anything  off  bush  land  for  the 
|kl  five  years.    And  I  would  give  the  people 
hei  hack  from  civilisation  six   or   seven 
and  then,  further  back,  I  would  give 
ten  years,  before  they  should  be  asked 
pay  anything.     And  I   think  it   would  be 
good  thing  for  the  colony  if  we  settled  our 
h  land  in  some  such  way  as  that.    These 
e  have  taken  up  sections  of  land,   but 
is  no  road  to  their  holdings,  and  it  is 
ly  impossible,  at  the  rate  we  are  going,  to 
them  roads  for  years.    The  settlement  of 
land  at  various  places  has  been  described  as 
otter  failure.    Now,  I  deny  that  in  toto.    In 
district  I  can  say  that  the  settlements  are 
SQceess.    Nearly  all  the  forfeitures  we  hear 
lioat  are  the  cases  in  which  the  men  have 
Bpver  been  on  the  land.    They  have  never  been 
Us  to  get  to  their  land.    They  have  no  roads. 
|ae  land  was  taken  up  under  the  small  settle- 
iMnt  association.    They  balloted  for  their  land ; 
ft  was  out  up,  and  there  is  no  road  to  give 
Ittess  to  it.    They  cannot  get  there,  but  are 
koed  to  comply  with  residential  conditions  or 
Ikfeit  their  section. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — What  about  those  settlers 
ift  the  Mimi  Bead? 
Mr.  SYMES.— Wall,  all  th«  land  is  taken 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — But  the  settlers  are  not 
thate. 

Mr.  8  YMES.— The  whole  of  the  land  there 
il  taken  up ;  in  fact,  the  settlers  up  there 
lit  asking  for  more  land  to  be  opened  up, 
iowing  dearly  that  the  land  is  all  settled. 
Bttn  are  no  sections  vacant,  excepting  through 
lad-tapeism.  I  have  pointed  out  to  the  Minis- 
br  again  and  af^ain  that  when  a  section  is 
ioifeited,  instead  of  waitlting  till  they  get  a 


number  of  sections,  and  getting  out  new  plans 
and  advertising  them  all  over  again — which 
takes  something  like  two  years— it  should  be 
offered  to  the  first  man  who  comes  along  and 
applies  for  it.  If  that  practice  were  followed, 
every  section  would  be  taken  up  to-morrow ; 
in  fact,  there  are  inquiries  for  all  the  sections 
there.  But  I  may  say  the  sections  in  many 
cases  are  too  small.  That  has  been  got  over 
by  grouping  them.  The  chief  causes  of  for- 
feiture have  been  that  the  sections  are  too 
small,  want  of  roadn,  and  in  some  cases  the 
land  is  not  suitable.  Then,  again,  the  land 
has  been  valued  from  15  to  50  per  cent,  above 
its  value — in  some  cases  even  more  than 
that.  Let  me  tell  you,  Sir,  how  those  valua- 
tions are  placed  upon  the  land  in  many  cases. 
Surveyors  contract  for  surveying  blocks,  and 
in  my  district  there  are  one  or  two  instances- 
where  the  surveyor  who  has  out  up  the  seotiona 
has  owned  a  large  block  adjoining  them,  and 
to  keep  up  the  price  of  his  own  land  he  has  pAt 
a  price  on  these  sections  fsjr  above  their  proper 
values.  Then,  I  blame  the^and  Boara,  who 
are  supposed  to  be  all  praotmJ  men,  that  they 
cannot  see  they  are  being  got  at ;  in  fact,  my 
opinion  is  this:  that  Land  Boards  should  be 
abolished.  I  think  they  have  proved  by  their 
administration  of  the  Grown  lands  that  a 
change  is  necessary. 

An  Hon.  Membbr. — You  are  only  speaking, 
for  your  own  district. 

Mr.  SYMBS. — Yes.  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  any  other  district.  I  cannot  speak  for 
any  other  district.  I  was  rather  surprised 
to  hear  the  honourable  member  for  Wallace- 
condemn  the  co-operative  system.  He  said 
the  co-operative  workers  began  to  think  they 
were  Civil  servants.  They  must  be  mighty 
independent  men  down  his  way.  Now,  I  am 
a  thorough  believer  in  the  co-operative  system. 
I  believe  it  is  the  fairest  system  that  wa<i  ever 
introduced,  if  it  is  properly  carried  out ;  but  I 
am  afraid  there  are  too  many  **  bosses,*'  and 
the  complaint  is  that  the  '* bosses"  get  too 
much  of  the  money.  I  cannot  say  that  myself, 
but  I  can  say  this :  that  the  co-operative  work 
carried  out  in  my  district  is  far  ahead  of  any 
work  that  is  carried  out  under  the  local  bodies. 
It  is  better  work  ;  in  fact,  work  has  been 
undertaken  and  carried  out  which  no  local 
body  could  possibly  do  unless  they  had  assist- 
ance from  the  Government. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.  -How  does  the  cost  come- 
out? 

Mr.  SYMES.— The  cost  is,  I  think,  just  about 
on  all-fours  with  the  county  work.  It  is  better 
work — better-finished  work — than  the  county 
work.  There  is  no  humming.  You  have  only 
to  ride  over  the  road  and  you  can  see  the  good 
work  that  is  in  it  at  once.  My  opinion  is  that 
the  CO- operative  system  will  have  to  be  carried 
out  not  only  by  the  Government,  but  it  will 
have  to  be  put  in  force  by  the  local  bodies;  and 
I  am  very  pleased  to  think  that  in  my  district, 
in  the  county  in  which  I  live,  they  are  trying  to- 
do  it — ^that  is  to  say,  they  are  cutting  the  work 
up  into  sections  of  a  few  chains,  or  half  a  mile 
at  most,  and  letting  it  by  contract,  so  that  these 
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people  shall  be  able  lo  have  the  opportunity  of 
getting  work,  and  that  one  man  Bnall  not  be 
able  so  oome  in  and  get  the  whole  of  the 
work.  It  is  out  up  into  sections.  For  in- 
stance, two  miles  of  road  would  be  ont  np  into 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  contracts,  to  give  the 
small  men,  or  the  settlers  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood,  a  chance  of  getting  work.  We 
had  a  most  unusual  thing  in  my  district 
during  the  recess.  First  of  all,  in  one  part 
of  the  district  we  had  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  giving  us  his  views  on  the  leading 

Solitical  questions  of  the  day.    Then,  imme- 
iately  after  the  Premier,  we  had  the  honour- 
■able  member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor) 
— I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  the  leader  of 
the  "  left  wing  "  or  not — who  gave  us  a  turn. 
Immediately  after  him  we  had  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition ;  and  I  was  very  pleased  indeed 
to  meet  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  in  my  dis- 
trict, and  to  welcome  him  there.    As  I  have 
said  before,  it  is  just  as  much  the  duty  of  the 
letfder  of  the  Opposition  to  go   through   the 
electorates  as  it  is  the  dufy  of  the  Premier; 
in  fact,  I  would  support  the  proposal  that  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  should  visit  the  elec- 
torates, as  it  is  only  by  such  means  that  the 
people  can  get  a  grasp  of  the  political  situa- 
tion.   You  say,    "Take    the    papers."    Why, 
Sir,  you  cannot  believe  half  the  things  that 
appear  in  the    papers.    They    give    us    most 
garbled  statements  in  many  instances. 
An  Hon.  Msmbsb. — No. 
Mr.  SYME8.— They  have  often  no  shorthand 
reporters;  and  they  give  you  very  short  ac- 
counts  which  are  often  wrong,  and  with  figures 
turned  upside  down ;  and  you  never  get  any- 
thing like  a  verbatim  report.    Now,  Sir,  we 
come  to  the  member  for  Clutha.    He  told  us 
the  other  night  that  this  colony  was  not  in  a 
prosperous  condition,  and  he  instanced  the  low 
price  of  produce.    He  said  that  wool  was  very 
low;  so  It  is—crossbred  wool,  but  not  merino 
wool.     He  gave  us  the  price  of  wheat  at  Ss. 
That  18  not  an  unusual  thing  either ;  I  have 
seen  the  time  when  I  have  sold  it  at  less.    But 
if  we  are  getting  lower  pi  ices  for  all  these  pro- 
ducts  we  are  making  it  up  in  volume.      We 
never  had  such  prices  for  dairy  produce,  nor 
have  we  had  for  twenty  years  such  prices  for 
sheep  as  at  the  present  time. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbee.  —  Is  that  the  Govern- 
ment? 

Mr.  SYMES.— I  do  not  say  anything  about 
the  Government ;  I  say  it  is  the  prosperity  of 
tile  country.  I  have  not  attempted  to  say  the 
Government  are  responsible  for  the  whole  of 
the  prosperity  of  the  country,  nor  do  I  think 
any  sane  man  would  ever  say  such  a  thing ; 
but  I  think  they  are  entitled  to  some  credit 

n^ijfj?^  '*JSS'  '°u  ^®^P'°8  *^«  industries  of  the 
colony     They  have  helped  the  dairy  industry 

S?  thl  'nnT^"  *'''*'^  ^°^  P^^^^l  industries 
Of  the  colony  m  a  manner  they  were  never 

ve  Lt a;'°" '  ^^y  ^*^«  «'^*^^  us^grXs?and 
h!}n  r  •'  *^58^^,^.«»  ^^  various  iSspectors  to 
help  these  industries ;  and  if  this  Government 

-the  small  faimers  have  never  been  helped 
Afr.  Synus 
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such  a  way  before.    I  do  not  expect  the  Oppo- 
sition to  agree  with  me  in  this  respect.  We 
have  heard  a  lot 'about  a  free  breakfast-taUe 
when  the  Opposition  oome  into  power,  sod  I 
do  not  see  why  they  should  not  give  us  alto  t 
free  dinner  and  tea.    But  it  is  rather  f unsj  foz 
them  to  try  and  prove  that  the  CuAtoms  datici 
have  been  placed  on  the  neceaaaries  of  life  bj 
the  Seddon  Administration.     It  is  a  straagi 
thing,  because  when  the  Seddon  Administiatiaa 
in  1895  readjusted  the  tariff  they  took  off  a  grott 
deal  from  the  necessaries  of  life.    The  datiei 
were  in  1887-88  raised  by  the  Atkinson  AdminJi* 
tration.    They  had  a  deficit  of  about  ^£146,000, 
and  to  make  up  that  deficit  they  increased  thi 
duties  from  15  per  cent,  to  25  per  cent,  and  ^ 
the  increase  of  duties  they  got  £176,000.   Thi 
Opposition  never  give   the   present  Admiins* 
tration  credit  for  doing  anything.    It  is  pis* 
cisely  the  same  with  the  advances  to  seiUsn. 
It  has  been  hurled  at  us  from  the  platforms,  sad 
in  this  House,  that  it  was  not  the  advanoei  to 
settlers  that  reduced  the  interest  in  this  ooloay. 
I  have  said,  and  I  say  again,  that  it  was  entire^ 
due  to  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  that  the  nto 
of  interest  was  lowered.    It  has  not  only  be« 
the  saving  of  thousands  of  setUera  from  tm^ 
but  it  has  been  the  means  of  starting  otlMK 
industries,  and  the  result  is  that  New  Z«k 
land  to-day  is  in  a  more  prosperous  oondikica 
than  it  ever  was  before.    The  reason  of  that  ii 
that  the  money-lenders,    instead   of  lendifl| 
their  money  at  from  8  to  10  per  cent,  to  smaB 
men,  have  had  to  put  it  into  indnstriei  tint 
have  helped  the  towns.    A  gentleman  vrhovil 
himself  a  money-lender  told  me  the  other  di| 
that  the  passing  of  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Aot 
was  the  finest  thing  that  had  ever  been  doM 
for  New  Zealand,  and  that  he  could  get  fron 
6  to  10  per  cent,  for  his  money  now  if  he  wishsA 
to  lend  it  out  in  small  sums.    Now,  I  woaUl 
just  like  to  refer  to  the  honourable  member  te 
Tuapeka,  and  to  what  he  said  in  conneotiaft 
with  the  old-age  pensions.    He  said  the  old-agl 
pension  was  a  farce,  and  that  the  old  mioecf 
were  not  worthy  of  pensions. 
An  Hon.  Membeb. — He  did  not  say  that. 
Mr.  SYMES.— I  would  like  to  a«k  him  whs 
built  up  the  district  he  represents  but  the  old 
miners.     None  can  deny  that ;  and  it  seemel 
to  me  that  be  spoke  like  a  disappointed  miiM- 
manager  out  of  employment.    The  bonouraUt 
member  for  Clutha  told  us  that  88  per  cent  d 
the  miners  on  the  West  Coast  were  getting  old- 
age  pensions. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — No;  88  per  cent,  d 
those  over  sixty-five  yesird  of  age. 

Mr.  SYMES.- No;  he  did  not  mean  8izt^ 
five— he  said  88  per  cent,  of  the  miners  on  the 
West  Coast ;  so  that  there  must  be  a  tremen* 
doos  lot  of  old-age  pensioners  there.  No  dodit 
many  have  gone  from  other  parts  of  New  Zea- 
land on  account  of  the  gold-mines.  I  am  veiT 
glad  to  see  it  is  proposed  this  session  to  ameiM 
the  Act  so  as  to  allow  deserving  oolonists  who 
have  been  here  for  thirty  or  forty  years,  aal 
who  have  served  the  country  well,  but  wht 
through  no  fault  of  their  own  have  not  beas 
naturalised,  to  receive    the   pension.     T^MS 
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jDBa  are  deserviDg  colonists.  I  have  Rome  of 
them  ID  my  own  diitriot,  and  men  who  have 
voted  and  who  have  been  on  the  rolls  for  the 
test  thirty  years,  and  who  have  served  in  onr 
•eolonial  forces  as  Volunteers ;  yet  because  they 
I  ire  not  naturalised — though  they  were  always 
!  onder  the  impression  that  they  were — they 
have  been  unable  to  get  the  pension.  That 
they  were  not  naturalised  is  due  to  the  fault  or 
aegiigence  of  some  one  else.  I  am  pleased  to 
lee  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
tointrodaoe  this  session  lef^islation  to  deal  with 
Ihem. 

An  Hon.  Mbicbbb. — How  do  they  come  on 
the  rolls  if  they  are  not  naturalised  ? 

Mr.  SYMES.— I  do  not  know ;  but  they  are 
4n  the  rolls,  and  some  of  them  told  me  that 
they  were  put  there   to  vote  for    Sir  Harry 
itkinsoQ,  and  that  he  had  undertaken  to  see 
that  they  were  naturalised.    Now,  one  honoar- 
•able  gentleman,  in  referring  to  the  cooperative 
laboureTs,  said  that  there  were  being  sent  to  his 
district  tinkers,  tailors,  and  sailors — in  fact,  a 
lort  of  nondescript  crew.    Well,  there  have  been 
Hen  sent  into  my  district  who  have  themselves 
admitted  tbey  did  not  know  one  end  of  a  shovel 
from  the  other ;  but  tbey  are  now  good  work- 
men, and  I  would  back  them  to  hold  their  own 
with  any  navvies  in  the  North  Island ;  they  are 
^te  satisfied  with  what  they  are  making,  and 
tiieyhave  settled  down  upon  their  land  and  are 
making  good  settlers.    It  has  been  said  that 
these  men  will  only  come  while  there  is  work, 
and  will  leave  immediately  afterwards.   We  find 
it  to  be  quite  the  contrary.    One  settlement  in 
my  district  was  described  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawera  as  the  Swiss-milk  settle- 
ment, because  he  could  get  nothing  but  Swiss 
milk  there ;  but  that  was  only  six  or  eight 
months  after  the  land  was  opened  ;  and  did  he 
•xpect  to  find  smiling  homesteads  and  grass 
paddocks  where  only  a  short  time  ago  it  was 
•all  bash  ?    There  were  no  roads — not  even  a 
-decent  track.    I  venture  to  say,  if  you  went  in 
there  now  you  would  get  no  Swiss  milk,  not 
even  at  the  stores.    The  men  who  in  the  first 
place  went  there  as  co-operative  workmen  are 
now  settled  down  upon  the   land,  and   they 
assured  the  Premier  the  other  day  that  they 
did  not  want  any  Government  work ;  all   they 
wanted  was  a  dairy  factory  established,   and 
they  hated  the  idea  of  asking  the  Government 
for  work  on  the  roads.    In  that  settlement,  Sir, 
yon  could   not  now  get  a  section  for  love  or 
money. 
An  Hon.  Mxmbsb. — Not  by  political  favour? 
Mr.  SYHES.  — There    is    no    such    thing 
u  that  in    my   list.    If  there  is  anything  I 
have  to   complain   of   it  is    that    everything 
goes  to  my  opponents.    Even  if  there  is  a 
policeman  appointed  he  is  always  a  political 
'Opponent  of   mine.     One   honourable  gentle- 
man told  us   that  the    Advances  to  Settlers 
Act  had  not    tended   to  reduce  the  rate  of 
interest.    He  said  that  in  Auckland  last  year 
a  sum  of  £60,000  had  been  lent  out   at   8} 
per  cent.    Now,  it  is  a  most  marvellous  thing 
that  only  last  year  I  was  endeavouring  to  raise 
*  loan  for  a  friend  on  mortgage  on  his  property. 


The  monpy  was  lent  by  an  Auckland  institution, 
and  I  think  he  was  paying  about  6  per  cent. 
I  tried  to  get  the  amount  reduced  for  this  per- 
son, or  to  get  it  paid  off  and  get  a  further  ad- 
vance; but  they  said  they  could  not  lend  any 
more,  sm  they  had  no  money  to  lend.  And  al- 
though the  mortgage  was  for  a  fixed  period, 
in  consequence  of  not  having  any  money  to 
lend  they  would  allow  him  to  pay  it  off,  and 
get  it  elsewhere.  Now,  I  tried  all  the  money- 
lending  institutions  from  the  North  Oape  to 
the  Bluff,  and  the  lowest  rate  at  which  I  could 
get  it  was  5  per  cent. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb — What  was  the  security 
Uke? 

Mr.  SYMES. — It  was  first-class  security;  and 
I  think  I  am  just  as  good  a  judge  of  security 
as  the  honourable  member  for  Patea  when  it 
comes  to  lending.  So  that  it  is  a  strange 
thing  that,  when  money  was  being  lent  out  at 
3}  per  cent.,  as  has  been  stated,  this  person 
could  not  get  it  at  less  than  5  per  cent.  An 
honourable  member,  speaking  the  other  night, 
spoke  very  strongly  about  the  Government 
loans  to  local  bodies.  In  my  opinion,  the  loans 
to  local  bodies  have  never  been  treated  as  they 
should  be  by  the  valuers.  I  say  it  should  be 
a  direct  instruction  to  the  valuers,  in  valuing  a 
man*s  property,  that  this  Government  loans  to 
local  bodies  should  not  only  be  considered  as 
having  added  extra  value  to  the  property,  but 
also  that  it  is  a  mortgage  on  it  for  twenty- 
six  years.  He  has  pledged  a  certain  sum  by 
way  of  rates  for  twenty-six  years  to  p^  on 
the  Government  loans  to  local  bodies.  These 
matters  are  never  taken  into  consideration 
when  valuers  are  sent  round.  It  is  simply 
the  value  the  man  has  put  on  his  land  by 
making  good  roads.  He  is  taxed  also  for  that 
as  well  as  being  taxed  upon  this  particular 
mortgage — because  it  is  nothing  else  than  a 
mortgage — for  twenty-six  years.  It  should  be 
a  strict  instruction  to  the  valuer  to  take  that 
into  consideration  when  valuing  a  man's  pro- 
perty. I  believe  it  has  never  been  given  as  a 
direction,  or  even  as  a  suggestion.  Now,  Sir, 
before  sitting  down  I  should  just  like  to  say  a 
few  words  upon  a  cry  which  several  members 
have  repeated  to  this  House,  and  I  think  it 
will  always  stand  repeating — that  the  Opposi- 
tion, whenever  tbey  get  here,  will  not  repeal 
any  of  the  Acts  passed  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment. In  fact,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
stated  in  my  district  that  the  whole  of  these 
Acts  that  have  been  passed  by  the  present 
Administration  were  their  own— and  that  the 
present  Administration  have  stolen  the  copy- 
right—  have  stolen  the  patent.  Now,  it  is 
a  marvellous  thing,  if  such  were  the  case, 
that  when  introduced  by  the  present  Ad- 
ministration the  Opposition  did  not  support 
them.  They  ought  to  have  supported  the 
lot  of  them,  but  instead  they  opposed  the  pass- 
ing of  them  all.  The  difference  between  the 
present  Administration  and  the  Opposition 
is  this:  the  present  Government  undertake 
and  they  perform ;  the  others  used  to  under- 
take and  never  perform.  Now,  if  they  are 
going  to  father  the  whole  of  this  legislation. 
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as  they  ure  bo  desiroue  of  doing,  they  anrely 
ought  to  have  supported  it  whea  introduoed. 
On  the  contrary,  they  said  it  was  bad — look, 
fltook,  and  barrel.  They  fought  against  every 
one  of  the  measures,  and  prophesied  that  if 
any  of  these  measures  beoame  law  the  most 
dire  catastrophes  would  ensue.  The  Opposition 
and  their  newspapers  said  that  if  any  of  these 
measures  beoame  law  they  would  drive  foreign 
capital ^way,  injure  the  public  credit,  hamper 
industry,  cripple  enterprise,  stop  settlement, 
bring  ruin  and  shame  on  the  heads  of  thou- 
sand of  industrious  settlers  to  whom  the 
withdrawal  of  capital  would  be  fatal,  swell 
the  ranks  of  the  unemployed,  embarrass  trade, 
reduce  the  employment  of  labour  in  every 
grade,  and  increase  taxation  on  all  who  re- 
mained in  New  Zealand.  That  was  the  cry 
throughout  the  country. 

An  Hon.  Mzmbeb. — Who  said  it  ? 

Mr.  SYMES. — All  the  newspapers  and  all  the 
Opposition  speakers.  Now,  if  all  those  measures 
were  bad  at  that  time — lock,  stock  and  barrel — 
they  must  be  bad  now.  But  they  say  they  are 
not  bad  now  ;  "  We  will  not  repeal  any  of  them ; 
we  will  take  and  hug  them  like  a  bear  until  we 
squeeze  the  whole  essence  out  of  them,  until 
they  are  of  no  use;  we  will  kill  them  with 
kindness."  The  people  of  New  Zealand  are  not 
going  to  give  them  a  chance  of  killing  them 
with  kindness.  They  have  had  quite  enough 
of  that  in  the  past,  and  they  have  determined 
that  those  men  who  have  had  the  pluck  to 
carry  into  effect  the  measures  that  were  de- 
manded by  the  people  sba)!  also  have  the  ad- 
ministration of  them,  and  not  those  who  said 
they  were  bad — lock,  stock  and  barrel — and  who 
would  administer  them  if  they  had  the  oppor- 
tunity, not  in  favour  of  the  working  people,  but 
in  the  way  of  killing  thera  by  kindness. 

Mr.  LETHBBIDGE  (Bangitikei).--Sir,  I  am 
not  going  to  detain  the  House  long,  as  it  is 
getting  late.  I  do  not  intend  to  go  into  the 
matter  of  the  Marine  scandal,  except  in  so  far 
as  to  tell  the  honourable  member  for  Bgmont 
that  he  has  given  the  whole  show  away.  He 
says  the  Minister's  memorandum  on  the  enve- 
lope was  merely  to  allow  Jones  to  go  up  for 
examination.  That  is  the  whole  case.  The 
man  had  no  right  to  go  up  for  examination  un- 
less he  had  been  a  mate,  and  Jones  had  never 
been  a  mate.  The  member  for  Egmont  also 
said  the  Opposition  were  always  talking  about 
the  Qovemment  buying  support.  I  do  not  say 
the  Government  do  buy  support,  but  it  has 
struck  me  lately  that  the  feeling  in  the  country 
is  peculiar  in  this  way :  If  you  speak  to  any  of 
these  men  about  wages  they  say  that  they 
expect  to  get  better  wages  soon  because  the 
elections  are  coming  on.  Some  time  ago  I  was 
speaking  to  a  co-operative  worker.  He  asked 
me  if  I  was  going  to  stand  again,  and  I 
said  **  Yes,"  and  I  asked  him  what  chance 
I  had.  He  replied,  "  The  fact  is,  if  it  had 
been  a  month  or  two  ago  you  would  have 
got  every  vote."  I  asked  how  was  that, 
and  the  reply  was,  "Oh,  you  know,  the  Go- 
vemment  have  been  a  good  deal  kinder 
lately."  The  elections  were  coming  on. 
Mr.  Symea 


The  member  for  Egmont  also  said  the  oo- 
operative  works  were  as  eoonomioaUy  done  as 
the  works  carried  out  by  the  local  bodies. 
Well,  he  has  not  had  the  experience  I  have  had 
of  co-operative  works.  Speaking  to  the  enginsar 
of  a  local  authority  only  last  Monday,  he  saict: 
"  This  work  done  by  the  oo  operative  laboaieis 
is  simply  a  waste  of  money.  Here  I  am  taking 
roads  over  now,  and  I  have  to  do  the  whole 
work  over  again."  I  do  not  see,  therefoie,  how 
it  can  be  more  economical  than  the  woik  done 
bv  the  local  bodies.  The  member  for  Egmont 
also  spoke  about  the  tariff  introduoed  by  ths 
Atkinson  Government,  but  he  did  not  tell  ns 
that  it  was  only  carried  with  the  aasistanoe  of 
the  leader  of  the  Gk>vemment  now  in  office  end 
his  friends,  and  that  it  was  strenuously  oppoiod 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  I  am  tola  that 
in  1895  the  Government  voted  to  put  a  tax  on 
every  article  used  by  the  farmers ;  yet  thi 
honourable  member  says  thia  Government  is 
the  farmers'  Government.  I  wiah  now  to  refec 
to  a  few  matters  mentioned  in  the  Addten  in 
Reply.  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  at  last  ths 
Government  have  recognised  the  importsnet 
of  the  work  on  the  North  Island  Trunk  nil- 
way,  and  that  they  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  that  work  must  be  oarried  on  with 
expedition.  I  would  like  to  congratulate  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  on  the  progress  the 
men  are  making  at  the  Makohine  Viaduct  It 
is  now  going  ahead  fairly  well,  after  haTioi 
been  delayed  for  some  eight  or  nine  years ;  and 
I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  iugiD| 
on  him  and  his  colleagues  the  necessity  w 
pushing  on  the  work  even  more  expeditiously 
in  the  future.  My  friends  are  asking  me  when 
it  will  be  finished,  but  I  suppose  it  is  not  pos- 
sible even  for  the  Minister  to  answer  that 
question.  I  think  it  will  not  be  very  long, 
however.  When  I  was  on  tho  ground  last  the 
men  were  putting  some  of  the  piers  together— 
temporarily,  but  not  in  position;  and,  that 
being  the  case,  I  think  it  will  not  be  long  befocs 
the  work  is  completed.  I  can  show  t^at  the 
line  should  be  finished  almost  at  onoe,  and  I 
can  show  that,  when  finished  for  the  next 
twenty  or  thirty  miles,  it  will  pay  from  the  day 
it  is  started.  I  know  that  sawmills  are  waiting 
to  go  to  work  there,  and  are  only  waiting  for  the 
line  to  be  finished  for  a  few  miles,  a  bridge  that 
has  been  promised  for  some  years,  and  a  short 
road,  when  there  will  be  at  least  a  hundred 
men  put  on  to  work  who  are  almost  idle  now. 
The  worst  of  it  is  that  people  who  hsTS 
land  there  are  anxiously  wfUting  for  the  rafl- 
way;  but,  under  the  land  regulations,  thcM 
people  have  to  cut  their  timber,  and  If  thi» 
line  is  not  gone  on  with  quickly  the  timbai 
that  is  wanted  will  be  out  and  burnt  QB 
the  land  adjacent  to  the  line.  I  shall  take 
this  opportunity  to  ask  the  Auckland  membea 
to  assist  me,  and  to  etssist  the  Qovexnman^ 
in  getting  that  line  oarried  on.  I  do  not 
believe  in  a  large  borrowing  policy  to  cam  on 
these  works.  X  believe  we  snould  go  steaditf 
on,  and  just  borrow  so  much  a  year  as  wffl 
enable  ua  to  carry  on  these  works ;  and  I  sbsD 
set  my  face  strongly  against  a  bocrowliig  ^f^ 


1899.]         Address  in  Reply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Address  in  Reply, 


353 


to  eury  on  all  tbe  works  that  are  said  to  be 
oaoesiary.    If  we  go  and  raise  a  big  loan  of 
three  or  four  millions,  while  the  money  is  being 
ipeoi  people  will  flock  over  here  from  Uie  other 
floloDieg,  out  as  soon  as  it  is  all  gone  they  will 
go  away  agam  from  the  colony,  and  then  for 
tlw  Dez(  fifteen  years  or  so  we  should  have 
people  going  round  the  country  blaming  Mr. 
SfcddoD  or  the  Ministry  in  office  for  the  loss  of 
IrartaeD  or  fifteen  thousand  persons  who  had 
left  the  colony.    Now,   I   want  to  say   a  few 
words  ftboQt  tiie  Land  Boards — like  my  friend 
Mr.  Symes,    the    member    for    Egmont.     He 
says  they  should  be  done  away  with.     I  think 
I  would  not  adopt  such  a  drantio  mesksure  as 
,      that.   I  think,  however,  they  might  be  elected. 
{      I  isy  we  have  some  mem  her  i4  on  the  Land 
I      Board  to  tbe  Wellington  Provincial  District 
who  know  something  atioot    land.     Still,    I 
think  perhaps  it  would  be  better  if  they  were 
elected.    Now,    while    on    the    Land    Board 
qoestioQ  I  want  to  say  something  about  the 
legulatioDS.    It  seems  to  me  that  the  regula- 
tio&sBhoold  be  placed  before  the  Waste  Lands 
Commitiee  of    this    House    before    they    ore 
adopted.   In  some  oases  the  regulations  se*  m 
to  ofBiride  the  Act  itiitlf.    I  was  in  oommuni- 
«*tion  the  other  day  with  a  small  sawmtller  on 
the  North  Island  Trunk  line,  and  he  p  )inted 
•at  the  eicessive  rat^s  he  tras  paying  in  royalty 
OD  the  timber  he  cut  from  Crown  lands.     He 
**"  P^yu^g  ^-  ft  hundred  on  totara,  which  be 
4id  oot  objoot  to  ;  bat  be  was  al-^o  paying  28.  a 
knndrad  on  matai,  which  I  consider  is  a  very 
high  mte,  and  ought  never  to  be  charged  on  a 
m  at  some  distance  from  the  railway,  and 
this  one  is  somecbing  like  thirty  miles  away. 
B«  is  but  a  fmatt  sawmiUer,  and  has  just 
■tsited,  and  only  supplies  the  Crown  tenants. 
He  is  not  in  a  veiy  law  way,  and  consequently 
baa  no  *«  pull "  on  tbe  Government.    Pernaps  tf 
1m  were  a  larger  employer  of  labour,  and  could 
command  a  hundred  votes,   the  Government 
vond  listen  to  him.    I  am  sorry  to  suggest 
ttch  a  thing,  but  I  really  believe  that  they 
voold  listen  to  him  If  be  had  those  votes.     All 
^  answer  I  ooald  get  from  the  Acting  Minister 
4f  Lands  was,  **  We  cannot  alter  it;  it  is  the 
Insolation."    Wefll,  now,   it    is    the   Mmistry 
who  have   made    the    rec^uiations,    and   why 
^Hi  the  Ministry  not  alter  the  regulations? 
^^  there    was    the    answer :    "  We    cannot 
^  it;  it  itf  the  regulation."    I  am  glad.  Sir, 
^it  Ihffe  is  some  reduo  ion  to  be  made  in 
^  Advances   lo  Settlers  Act.     I  think  it  is 
^(o  proper ;  but  I  would  urge  upon  the  Go- 
^iBaiaisnt  to  see  if  thfj  cannot  do  something 
inducing  the  rates  of  iotereso  on  the  IjaYis  to 
l^nl  bodies.     Some  settlers  in  my  district  have 
vailed  and  wanted  for  the  Government  to  make 
^M  main  r^vads,  and  chpy  cannot  even  get 
*i»  much.    Now  they  have  got  tired  of  wait- 
ing and  they  have  taken  the  matter  into  their 
o*ii  bands,  and  have  borrowed  under  the  Loans 
^  I^ieal  Bodies.    This  has  put  an  extra  cost 
<>B  the  land  of  something  like  &\  per  acre.     I 
know  of  one  anfortunate  individu*!  who  has 
M  acres  of  ordmary  land,  and  his  rates  next 
J<ear  will  be  £23  10s.    It  is  within  a  fraction  of 


28.  per  acre,  which  is  a  very  fair  rental  for  the 
land  he  is  living  on ;  and  be  i  as  to.  do  that  to 
get  a  road.  Kow,  I  s^y  it  would  be  a  relief  to 
these  s  ttlers  if  the  Government  cuuid  reduce 
the  rate  of  inter  st  nnd-r  the  Loans  to  Local 
Bodies  Act.  It  may  be  said  that  it  would  not 
pay  the  col'>ny.  It  did  not  pay  the  col)ny 
when  the  Act  was  brought  into  operation. 
It  was  quite  understood  by  the  Ministers  who 
brought  the  Act  into  operation  that  5  per 
cent,  would  not  pay  interest  and  sinking  fund 
on  the  loan ;  but  the  Government  then  was 
quite  wilting  that  the  colony  should  help  the 
back  settlern  in  the  work  of  making  roadd.  Is 
it  that  the  Government  of  that  day  wera  more 
in  sympathy  with  the  back  settlers  than  the 
Government  of  to-day?  I  take  it  it  must  be 
something  like  that.  The  money  could  be 
borrowed  now  at  1  or  1^  per  cent,  lesfl  than  it 
was  borrowed  at  at  thiit  time,  and  surely  at 
this  time  of  boasted  surpluses  and  boasted  pros- 
pertty  the  colony  can  assist  the  settlers  to  that 
extent.  I  see  that  the  Rating  Act  is  to  be 
amended  so  that  ranng  on  unimproved  values 
may  be  carried  by  a  majority  of  votes.  1  do  not 
care  so  much  about  the  rating  on  unimproved 
values,  but  I  should  like  tj  point  out  what  I 
consider  to  be  a  very  great  hard^^hip  on  thd 
back  settlers.  When  a  man  goes  to  a  ballot 
and  takes  up  a  section,  immediately  he  takes 
up  that  section  his  name  is  sent  to  the  local 
body  in  thediKtrict,  and  that  local  body  at  once 
begins  to  rate  that  man  on  the  value  of  his  sec- 
tion. There  may  be  no  road  to  that  land,  and 
there  may  not  be  one  for  some  years,  and  yet 
the  local  body  is  rating  that  section  the  ^hole 
time.  Is  it  fair?  I  think  it  is  quite  unfair. 
While  speaking  of  this  I  would  like  to  bnng 
before  the  notice  of  the  Acting  Minister  oi 
Lands  a  matter  in  connection  with  s<.me  land 
regulation  which,  I  suppose,  has  been  brought 
into  force  lately.  Until  the  last  year  or  two 
settlers  might  borrow,  and  use  the  accrued 
**  thirds  "  to  pay  interest.  Now  that  is  stopped 
and  they  can  only  use  the  future  "thirds"; 
they  cannot  nse  the  accrued  *'  thirds."  I  think 
it  is  only  Fome  simple  ~  I  was  going  to  say 
stupid  —  red-tapeism  in  connecti(h  with  the 
Land  Office.  I  was  sorry  to  hear  the  honour- 
able  member  for  Manawatu — I  have  a  great 
respect  for  that  gentleman — say  that  the 
pettlers  in  the  back  blocks  do  not  require  any 
reduction  in  the  rents ;  that  they  only  require 
roads.  I  say  they  require  a  reduction  in 
the  rents,  and  the  sooner  this  matter  of  rents 
Is  flzed  up  on  a  proper  bat>is  tbe  better  it  will 
be  for  all  parties  concerned.  I  take  it  that  the 
surveyor,  in  cutting  lines  for  roads  in  the  back 
blocks  and  hilly  land,  runs  his  line  along  the 
ridge,  and  he  look-i,  perhaps,  at  thin  stction 
and  values  it  at  so  much  because  it  faces  the 
sun.  It  makes  a  great  difference  in  the  value 
of  a  section  where  most  of  it  has  a  northerly 
aspect.  There  are  some  small  sections  in  my 
district  where  the  sun  in  ^ii  ter  absolutely 
never  shines  on  parts  of  them,  and,  of  course, 
where  the  sun  shines  is  very  much  mora 
valuable  than  where  it  does  not  shine.  The 
surveyors  have  gone  along  a  ridge  and  said^ 


VOL,  CVI 


854 


Address  in  Seply. 


[HOD S£.]         Address  in  Reply.       [July  t 


**  That  faces  the  Run,"  and  they  have  Axed  the 
pi  ice  at,  say,  £1  10b.  an  acre,  forgettirg  that 
the  land  goefi  do^n  on  the  other  side  of  the 
bill,  and  has  a  southerly  aspect,  and,  in  conse- 
quence, doefl  not  see  the  eun  at  all.    On  the 
other  f-ide,  the  surveyor  gets  a  rhort  hill,  and 
be  says,  **This  does  not  face  the  sun,"  and 
be   values    it    at  £1  5h.,  forgetiing  that  the 
other  side  of  tl*e  hill  gets  the  bun.    Thus  great 
mistakes  are  made  in  the  valuation  cf  Isnd.    I 
say  this  matter  requires  some  alteration  and 
equalisaticn.    The    honouiable    member     for 
Manawatu,  as  a  member  of  the  Land  Board, 
must  have  missed  these  f  articular  places  I  am 
■peaking  of.     I  uouid  like  also  to  point  out 
that  the  land  that  has  been  selected  for  cutting 
up  into  small  biocko  is  very  hilly  in  some  in- 
stances.    You  get  flat  country  ^hich  is  sold  in 
large  sections,  and  }ouget  hilly  country  where 
the  sun  never  fbines  on  portions  of  it,  and  it  is 
out  up  into  150-  and  200  acre  sections.    I  now 
want  to  say  a  few  words  with  respect  to  the 
valu aliens.      The  valuation    question    in  my 
district  IS  a  burning  question.    As  you  know, 
Sir,  we  had   a  big  fight  last  session   to  get 
some  reduction   made  in   the  cost  of  valua- 
tions to    the  local   bodies.     The  Minister  of 
Lands  was  gcod  enough  to  give  us  some  re- 
ductions,  for    which    we    thank    him.      Now 
we  have  district  valuers  travelling  round  the 
country,  spying  out  the  land  wherever  they 
get  a  chance.     If  some  unfortunate  man  sells 
ten  acres  of  the  frontage  of  his  section,  the 
Buperin  I  ending  Valuer  is  down  on  him  directly. 
He  sax  s,  '*  You  sold  ten  acres  at  £10  an  acre  ; 
the  rest  of  your  land  must  be  the  same  value. 
I  ^lall  rai»e  jour  valuation  to  £10  an  acre  all 
round."      But  he  does  not  touch  that  man's 
neighbour.    And  when  you  come  to  local  rating, 
one  man  is  valued  at  £6  an  acre  and  anoihf  r  at 
£10  an  aote.     It  was  in  the  first  instance  one  of 
the  moht  patchy  valuations  ever  made ;  and  the 
Valuer  General  ai.d  Super  inter  nding  Valuers  are 
now  trying  to  make  ii  more  patchy  than  ever. 
If  an  unfortunate  farmer  appli«>s  for  a  loan 
Dnder  the  Advances  to  Settleis  Act,  a  valuer  is 
sent  up.  Naturally  the  farmer  wants  to  make  the 
margin  as  large  as  possible,  to  be  sure  of  getting 
the  lean,  and  this  man  listens  to  what  he  has 
to  say,  nnd  as  sron  as  he  gets  out  of  him  what 
be  thinks  the  highest  value  he  goes  and  raises 
the  man's  valuation  to   that.      I  understand 
that  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Office  is  kicking 
against  that,  and   I  should  think  they  would. 

12  0  ^'^^  rrgard  to  the  Victoria' College, 
I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  that 
Ministers  were  going  to  a-sist  it  to  a  greater 
extent  than  they  have  d(  ne.  It  seems  to  me 
they  are  treating  this  College  scurvily,  shabbily. 
I  think  they  ought  at  least  to  give  it  a  local 
.habitation,  and  put  it  en  the  same  footing  as 
oolleges  in  other  centres.  1  thank  members 
lor  the  hearing  they  have  give  n  me.  I  will  not 
keep  it  any  longer  at  this  late  hour. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twelve  midnight. 
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First  Readings  —  Days  of  Sitting— Separate  Iiiitl> 
totions  Kill— Workers'  Compensation  for  Acd- 
dents  Bill.         

The  Hon.  the  Speaksb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatkbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Immigration  Kestri«tion  Bill,  SbortbaDdlU* 
porters  Bill.  Cutten  Trust  Bill. 

DAYS  OP  SITTING. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  mowd.T'Airf 
ths  Council,  at  its  rixtng  this  day,  do  o^'osm 
till  tJui  follototng  Wednesday.     Be  trusMl  ttM 
Couni  il  would  find  the  proposal  an  aoteptaUi 
one.    He    thought    it  would   be  to  the  ccn- 
venienoe  of  maiiy  honourable  Couocillon.  8o 
far  as  the  business  o(  the   Council  was  ood> 
cemed,  he  believed  they  could  get  through  tkt 
week's  work  just  as  i^ell  in  tljree  dajB  aiin 
four.     No  doubt  it  wculd  be  to  the  comenieneft 
of  numy  menibers  who  lived  within  a  leaanftUe 
distance,  as  ii  wculd  afford  them  an  opptrtunitj 
of  visiting  their  homes  and  attending  to  tiieir 
husine«-8.    He  had  been  led  to  move  in  Ihn 
direction  as  the  proposal  \»ould  bring  the  fio- 
cedvtre  of  tliis  Chamner  into  accord  with  »lis^ 
was  done  by  other  similar  bodi-  s.   Be  fotma 
tliatinno  other  Parliament  dd  theCbunher 
corresponding  with  the  J  egislati^e  Cooncil  in 
New  ZeaUndattenipt  to  sit  on  as  many^T«** 
the  other  b  anch  of  the  Legis  ature  when  Uie 
bulk  of  the  work  was  to  be  imtiaed.   He  da* 
sired,  in  the  first  iuRtanre.  t*  move  thi'i  resou- 
lion  from  week  to  week,  and  af  t«  r^ards,  if  ne-  ej 
sary,  the  Standing  Ciders  could  be  ajnended 
m  the  direction  indicated. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SEPARATE  INSTITUTIOKS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER.-Sir,  ihlili 
a  Bill  that  went  through  the  Council  ^^^T^ 
and  I  trust  it  is  not  nec»  e  ary  to  ssy  ism 
about  it  to-day.    We  mtsst  all  admit  ^  j^ 
present  law  relating  to  hospitals  and  obarirv^ki 
instiiuticns  is  not  as  satisfaoioiy  as  it  fihcnuA 
be,  so  far,  at  all  events,  as  it  rt  lates  ****?^*? 
institutions.    Pt  nding  the  solutic  n  of  the  vhow 
question  by  a  comprehensive  measure ,  n»h  •• 
I  trust  v^e  sha  1  pa«s  at  no  distant  date,  I  iotio* 
duotd  this  Bill  last  year.     It  dfals  «idi  ^ 
more  important  points  at  which  thepRS^Dll** 
affects  the  separate  instiiutions.    InotectM 
a  deadlock  had  occurred,  whioh,  I  belie*^'** 
been  rel  eved  for  the  time,  to  a  cerfain  ex'«|^ 
bv  the  good  sense  of  the  loral  bod  es  cooeonea* 
The  position  de(»end8,  howe\er,on  'k***^^?!*! 
tion   of  that  s'ate  of  roirid   in  the  two  local 
authorinep,  and  the  efore  it  is  that  e'a^I^«•** 
I  reposed  to   k>e  e*  aot«  d.     It    lays  dowtt  tM 
position  as  betwien  t^o  local  authorities  wM 
contribute.     C  anse    S    tats    out    oharlT  *^ 
plainly  the   machinery  for  the  first  ^^j^ 
of    trustees    of   a    separate    institmion*    •"^ 
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fnsfht  law  is  not   only  lame,  but  it  is  also 
eontndictoiy,  and  it  is  therefore  essential  that 
this  matter  should  be  Ret  out  in  a  straight- 
forward manner,  s }  that  these  bodies  when  con- 
Btittited  may  know  what  is  going  to  happen. 
Subsection  (5)  of  the  same  clause  charx  up  an 
ambgnitv  in  the  present  law,  establishing  as  it 
does  the  fact  that  a  local  authority  in  the  case 
of  a  separate  insti'U'i  n  sha'l  be  interpreted  to 
mean  the  local  authority  who,  when  a  separate 
ioititntion  com<^s  into  existence,  shall  be  called 
upon  to  contribute.     An  election  took  place  not 
many  months  ago  in  oinnecion  ^iih  a  sepa- 
late  insiiturion,  and  it  wa^  found  that,  as  the 
local  anchority  ha'^  never  coniributed,  it  was 
Dot  I'galty  entitled  to  elect   trustees.     It  Is 
evident  the  law  nevt  r  intended  such  a  position 
M  that  to  exist,  and  it  is  to  clear  up  thnt 
point  that  subsection   (5)  has  been   inserted. 
The  whole  objr  ct  of  the  Bill  is  simply  to  clear 
up  certain  points  which,  under  the  pr^  sent  law, 
an  nn^orkable,  or  inconsistent,  or  ambiguous ; 
lod,  as  the  measure  received  the  approval  cf 
this  Gbamher  last  year,  I  tru^t  it  will  oo  so  this 
lesiion.    I  beg  to  move,  That  this  Bill  be  now 
nod  ihi  tecond  ttme. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BON AR.— Sir,  it  appears  to 
ne  that  the  ohjectionable  features  in  the  Bill 
inMneed  into  the  Council  last  year  have  been 
elifflinated  from  this  measure.  I  take  it  that 
the  Bill  as  it  comes  before  us  today  is  the  same 
u  the  Bill  that  was  passed  by  the  Council  last 
year. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKER.- Yes,  it  is 
•8  we  pnssed  U  lant  ««»P8i'>n. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BON  AR. -Well,  I  do  not  see 
toy  objection  to  it  at  all.  It  appears  to  deal 
BMR  particularly  with  the  Waimate  Hospital 
than  wicb  anv  other  institutions. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER.-Oh,  no. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONA  R.— However,  1  have 
gone  through  the  Bill,  and  I  do  not  see  that 
there  is  anv  thing  specially  to  object  to  at  the 
present  time.  I  shall  therefore  give  it  my 
npport. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

WORKERS*  COMPENSATION  FOR 
ACCIDKNTS  BILL. 
THe  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER.— Sir,  this  is 
!•  Bill  that  I  am  anxious  to  get  in  o  the  hands  of 
wftUbour  Bills  Commi'te  ,  so  that  the  ground 
i^ybeeleired  at  an  early  period  of  the  cession 
totlealwith  this    very  impor  ant  ques  ion.     I 

EB^une  that  m  the  past  »ome  of  those  who 
v«  looked  on  the    measure    with  a  certain 
tmoimt  of  suspicion  and  doubt  have  done  so 
P^^'ly  for  the  renson  that  the  Govt* mment  Acci- 
o^t  Insnranre  Bill  was  not  brought  forward  at 
we  sime  time.     I  think,  however,  that  even 
tho^e  auspicious  iodividual>«  need  only  to  look  at 
»«  Bill,  as  it  row  siandfi,  to  convince  them 
•^  there  can  be  no  objestion  to  it  on  that 
■***••    The  measure  as  it  no «y  comes  before  us 
^1 1  think,  a  vtrb*'im  copy — with  one  ezcep- 
^, affecting  two  clauses  — of  the  measure  that 
P^sel  the  Chamber  last  year.     Tbe  Govern- 
BMDt  have  accepted  the  amendments  made  by 
tbe  Council,  and,  as  I  say,  tbe  measure  is,  with  I 


tbe   exception  already  referred  to,  a  cony  of 
the  Bi  1  we  agreed  to  Inst  Kession.     In  clause  1 
honourable  memberH  will  no  e  that  thn  Order 
in   Council    bringing   the   Bill  into   operatibn 
'*  shall  not  be  made  unless  and  until  the  Go> 
vemor  is  satisfied  that  the  department  esta- 
blished   under   *  The    Government    Inf^urance 
and  Annuities  Act,  1874,'    u   carrying  on  the 
business    of  accident    insurance    pursuant  to 
statutory  authority  in  that  behalf,**  so  that 
tbe  same  condition  that  was  attached  to  the 
panpage    of    the    measure    last    year    is    now 
attached  to  tbe  Bill  before  us.    As  a  matter  of 
convenience,  and  for  the  expedition  of  husiness, 
the  Government  have  placed  this  B  11  in  my 
hands  to  bring  into  this  Chamber,  knowing  by 
experience  how  carefullv   these  measures  are 
gone  into  by  this  Chamber  through  its  Com- 
mittees, and  feeling  sure  it  will  leoeive  that 
attention   this  year;   and   knowing  by  exper- 
ience how  much  more,  apparently,  the  workers, 
and  those  interested  in  the  passage  of  these 
Bills,   have    been    inclined   to    the    course    of 
appealing  more  directly  to  this  Chamber  than 
to  the    other  —  why  I   do  not  know;   at  all 
events,  it    is  hardly  possible   for  me   to  say 
—  but    that   they    do    so    is    most    evident. 
And  therefore  it  is  most  important  that  this 
Bill  should  rective  at  the  hands  of  the  Council 
and  at  the  hands  of  the  Committee  that  ex- 
haustive consideration  it  is   sure  to  receive, 
^%ith  the  hopes  that  at  an  early  stage  of  the 
session  we  may  be  able  to  send  it  to  another 
place,  so  that  it  may  pass  into  law  this  year. 
As  I  said  before,  the  Bill,  with  one  exception, 
is  the  Bill  the  Council   passed  last  year.     It 
affirms    the    principle  that    compensation   to 
workers  should  be  looked  upon  as  an  ordinary 
trade  risk,  that  there  should  be  machinery  set 
up  to  enable  these  trade  risks  to  be  taken  at  as 
low  and  as  reasonable  a  rate  as  possible,  and 
that  its  operations  should  be  as  nearly  universal 
as  possible.     There  are  certain  exceptions  in 
tbe  Bill,  but,  as  was  pointed  out  last  year, 
while  we  were  copying  the  machinery  of  the 
English  Act  of  1897,  the  Government  thought 
fit  to  make  it  much  more  univerital— more  in 
the  direction  of  making  it  a  universal  trade 
risk  over  every  employment ;  and  the  advantage 
we  have  gain»d  hy  postponing  the  passage  of 
the  measure  for  a  year  is  that  it  ban  given  us 
the  opportuniy  of  being  able  to  collate  tbe 
English  experience  of  so  many  more  mrnths' 
operation  of  the  English  Act.    The    highest 
authorities  on  the  Treasury  benches  at  Home 
say  that  the  Act  is  operating  well,  wi  h  the 
exception  that  it  does  not  go  far  enouKh — that 
it  does  not  include  enough  trades.    The  first 
point,  therefore,  that  we   desire   to   establish 
with  reference  to  the  question  is  that  the  ope- 
ration  of  cur  legi-la'ion  should  be  extended 
very  much  further  than   the  present  English 
Act  goes,  because  if  it  is  fair  for  one  trade  it  is 
fair  for  all.    And,  if  it  is  possible  in  the  more 
dangerous  trades  to  start  this  as  a  purely  trade 
risk  which  every  employer   and  employe  can 
reckon  upon  as  a  mattir  of  actuarial  certainty^ 
there  can  then  be  no  injustice  to  any  one  in 
any  trade.     In  fact,    on    tbe   contrary,    the 
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principle  involved  in  the  Bill  is  that  of  setting 
OP  SftiisCactory  business  relations  over  ihe 
vnole  round  of  businei^s  employment  both 
^09  employer  aod  emplo>6.  Though  we  were 
reluctantly  compelled  last  session  to  abandon 
this  Bill  till  this  session,  we  are  now  able  to 
come  to  Parliament  and  say  that  tlie  expe- 
rien-  e  of  its  operation  in  Kngland  sin'  e  last 
year  lias  gone  to  prove  that  tiie  Government 
was  perfectly  rigrit  in  endeavouring  to  ex- 
tend the  prin  iple  of  the  English  Act  to  as 
many  trade h  as  possible,  since  they  are  en- 
deavouring to  do  ihis  as  early  as  possible  in  ihe 
Old  Country.  Then  there  was  the  bogey  of 
the  enormous  premium  liiat  would  ha\e  to  bi 
charged  against  tbis  trade  risk :  no  insurance 
company  in  the  world  could  take  these  matters 
into  calculation,  or  treat  them  in  any  uayoiht-r 
than  risks  so  calculable  as  to  demand  a  pre 
mium  which  would  prove  a  heavy  loading  on 
any  business,  with  tlie  result  thiit  the  business 
would  be  driven  lo  the  wall.  This  has  proved  to 
be  a  bogey  of  the  most  absolutely  illusive  oha< 
ract-r.  Accident  insurance  business  has  betn 
flourishing  as  it  has  never  before  all  over  the 
world,  esp  -cially  where  Acts  of  this  kind  are  in 
force.  In  fact,  the  English  Act  has  been  the 
most  beneficial  Act  to  accident  insurance  com> 
panics  that  ever  has  been  passt  d.  Tlie  English 
Act  has  prove i  to  be  of  the  most  satisfactory 
and  encouraging  nature  to  all  accident  in- 
surance companies  in  England;  and  their 
business  is  prospering  so  much  day  hy  day  that 
the^  have  lieen  reducing  premiuius  and  taking 
ordinary  trade  risKs,  which  they  can  all  take  at 
a  very  low  rate  indeed.  If  this  is  the  case  in 
lingland,  how  much  more  will  it  be  the  case  in 
New  Zealand,  where  we  have  a  CSoter.  ment 
company  able  and  ready  to  take  up  the  work : 
because  eierything  that  is  true  of  an  insuran*  e 
company  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word  is 
ten  times  more  f^o  in  the  sense  of  State  in- 
surance. We  have  proved  it  in  life  business, 
and  it  will  be  home  out  in  the  accid*  nt  business 
ten  times  o.er.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  ought 
at  tbis  state  to  go  through  the  Bill  as  1  did  last 
year,  clause  by  c-lajuse,  and  point  out  where  we 
follow  the  Englisn  Act,  wh  re  our  Bill  goes 
b.  yond  it,  and  where  it  mprovi  s  on  it.  I  trust 
the  Cpunoil  will  remember  all  that  was  said  la*>t 
year.  I  simply  desire  to  ask  the  Council  lo 
accept  the  Bill  as  the  cne  they  seni:  out  of  their 
hands  lasi^  >ear  as  the  result  of  last  year's 
labou'-R;  and,  as  it  will  go  to  the  Labour  Hills 
Committee  this  y^-ar,  no  doubt  it  will  receive 
the  same  attention  at  their  hands  witti  the 
addi  ional  light  thrown  on  the  opv ration  of  the 
Englirth  Ac  I.  I  feel  no  doubt  myself  that, 
though  it  was  unfortunate  that  we  could  not 
get  the  Bill  through  last  year,  we  have  gained 
the  advantage,  now  that  it  is  brouKht  forward 
again,  of  so  many  monthH*  more  reflection  ard 
of  experience  in  the  Old  Country  which  will 
make  those  who  were  enemies  of  the  measure 
last  year  glad  to  consider  the  Bill  again  and 
assist  to  clear  up  the  various  questions  in- 
volved in  the  measure.  I  have  said  that  the 
Bill  is  that  of  last  year.  Clause  17,  honourable 
gertlemtn  will  notice,  is  reinserted  this  year 

Hon.  Mr,  W.  C.  Walker 


because  the  Government  think  it  is  a  cIkom  «• 
ought,  at  all  events,  to  reconsider ;  and  perhapi 
on  reconfiideiation  we  might  insert  it  in  ttiemei^ 
sure.  It  is  a  clause  to  secure  to  the  woikrnthil 
behind  the  liability  of  the  employer  there  shsU 
be  the  security  of  the  mine — that  there  sbftll  U 
a  first  mortgage,  so  to  speak,  on  the  mins  to 
secure  to  the  worker  his  damages.  Then  ii 
also  the  la<«t  clause,  number  20,  in  which  tin 
i-ame  principle  is  involved,  iepropoi>ing  what «t 
struck  out  la-t  year  in  regard  to  the  compsott- 
tion  to  coal-miners.  With  the  exo«-ption  of 
these  two  clauses  I  believe  the  Bill  isiUero/ia 
the  Bill  as  passed  by  tbis  Counc  1.  1  trai4, 
therefore,  that  it  will  be  not  only  received,  boi 
received  with  pleasure.  I  move  ihe  lecond 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr  BONAR.— lauiteieeogoisethAl 
this  is  a  Bill  which  should  be  referred  to  (bi 
Labour  Biiis  Committee,  but  I  tbmkitiftol 
such  importance — a  measure  affiCting  alrnot 
every  trside  we  have  in  this  oountry—tbai  Um 
Council    ought    to    be  given   an  opportoni^ 
of  considering  it   fully  and   expressing  tbeit 
opinions  upon  it  before  it  goes  to  the  Labooi 
Bills  Committee.    Pcrsooaliv.  I  have  only  bid 
time  to  look  through   the  Bill  cursorily  tbii 
morning,  and  I  should  certainly  like  a  liulf 
more  time  to  go  into  it  more  fuliy.    And  not 
only  is  the  Bill  impcrtaot  in  itself,  bat  it  has 
an  additional  importance  aa  affecting  tbo  pro- 
posed Government  insuranoe  scheme. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Move  the  adjoonJM&l 
of  the  debate. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— Well,  I  bflf  tbi 
honourable  gentleman  will  offer  no  objcete* 
and  I  move,  Tiiai  ths  debate  be  adjowrw. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKKR-H  *• 
Council  wish  to  adjourn,  I  do  not  deiiis  ^ 
force  on  the  debate  now. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutM  ^ 
three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRE8ENTATIVBB. 

Friday,  7th  July,  1899, 

Fhnt  ReadiDKB-Wellington  Electric  Ughtinc^ 
OH-age  Pouffionii  Hegulation«— Marine  Offv*; 
niens  Papers— Citv  of  WeUngton  Blecloat»* 
Issue  of  Writ— Adorees  in  Keply. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-part  1*^ 

o'clock. 

Prayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Wellington  Cay  Empowering  Bill«  SbippiBf 
and  Seamen's  Bill,  Land  for  Settlements  BUI 
Public  Works  Bill,  Govemmont  Aoeideot  Ib* 
surance  Bill. 

WELLINGTON  ELECTRIC  LIGHTING 

BILL. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Wellington  CitT).  in  movloi 
the  second  leading  of  thin .  Bill,  said  hs 
would  not  detain  the  House  more  thsB  * 
few  moments  in  explaining  it.    The  Bill  wit 
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boQght  in  for  the  purpose  of  allowing    the 
Kev  Zeal&nd  Electrical  Syndicate  to  extend 
the  Rpbere  of  its  operations  by  carrying  the 
«leetric  light  bevond  the  boundaries  laid  down 
in  tbe  Aos  of  1891,  so  as  to  enable  the  suburban 
iwioaghi— Melrose,  Kar<  ri,  Onslow,  and  other 
distriers— to  have  the  benefit  of  electric  light- 
ing.   The  Bill  was  purely  permissive  in  its 
ebraoter,   the   object    being    to    supply    the 
nbtirban  boroughs,  and  ic  would  remedy  an 
iDomaly  whioh  was  caused  by  the  imaginary 
bonndsries  between  the  city  ard  the  suburbs, 
the  prsaent  result  of  which  was  that,  while  one 
boQfle  hsd  electric    light,  another    that    was 
ftlmoRt  next  door  to  it  cou  d  not  have  that 
bfoelit.   The  Bill  could  be  amended  in  Com- 
mittee, and    members  would    then    have    an 
opportonity  of  going  into  the  details  of   the 
measare.    It  was  purely  an  enabling  Bill,  by 
which  boroughs  could  come  to  an  agreement 
for  the  f x'eoiion  of  tbe  company's  operations. 
Tbe  boroughs  he  bad  named  were  in  favour  of 
ths  Bill,  and,  if  the  Bill  were  passed,  would 
have  the  opportunity,  if  they  wished,  of  enter- 
ing into  an  agreement  with  the  syndicate. 
Bill  read  a  F«cond  time. 

OLD-AOE  PENSIONS  REGULATIONS. 
Mr.  S£DDON  (Premier)  drsired  to  lay  on 

the  tsblfl  regulations  under  the  Old-age  Pen- 
nons Act,  and  moved,  That  they  do  lie  on  the 
tshle,  and  be  printed. 

Hr.  UERBIES  (Bay  of  Plenty)  8<«id  the  Act 
pRs-ribed  that  such  regulations  be  referred 
to  s  asiisonal  Committee.  He  vvou^d  ask  the 
P^mier  to  move  to  have  these  regulations  re- 
Urnd  to  a  Committee. 

Mr.  8EDDON  said  he  would  look  up  the 
law,  and  then,  if  necessav^y,  give  notice  of  the 
Oommittee  to  which  thi  y  hn  referired. 

Mr.  HERRI £S  understood  they  had  the 
aaniranoe  of  the  Prf>znit;r  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  8EDDON  said,  Yes,  if  the  law  required 
that  such  should  be  done. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

MARINE  DEPARtMBNT  PAPERS. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Minister  of  Marine).— 
Sir,  I  wish  to  lay  on  the  table  correspondence 
quoted  from  by  me  in  the  course  of^my  speech, 
telsting,  first,  to  the  use  of  the  so-called  permit 
Of  envelope,  and  the  minutes  passirg  between 
theoffioers  of  the  departm«>nt  and  myself ;  next, 
tbe  Demorandum  from  Mr.  Allport  relating  to 
tbe  oonversation  with  Von  Sohoen  before  this 
OMtter  arose  in  the  Hou^e  ;  and,  third,  a  copy 
oi  tbe  eiroular  issued  by  the  department  in 
oonneetion  with  the  examination. 

Mr.  Taylor.— Is  Captain  AUman's  second 
iistement  there? 

Mr.  HALL  JONES.— You  will  get  it  later  on. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Chri^tchnrch  Oitv).— Sir 

Mr.  8KDD0N  (Premier).— Sir,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  I  submit,  Sir,  that  no  motion 
u  necessary  for  laving  these  papers  on  the 
i^le,  because  the  Minister  the  other  day,  in 
the  course  of  his  speech,  read  these  official 
record^. 

Ur.  PIRANI.— Not  all  of  them. 


Mr.  8EDD0N.— 1  am  of  the  opinion  he  did. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Well,  what  If  he 
did? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Well,  I  say  the  question 
was  then  asked,  would  he  lay  the  memorandum 
on  the  table?  and  the  attention  of  the  Speaker 
was  called  to  the  matter;  and  these  papers  are 
now  laid  on  the  table  in  accordance  with  the 
usual  pracaoe,  they  having  been  quoted  from 
during  a  debate. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  always  put  tbe  question, 
*'  That  the  papers  do  lie  on  the  table.*'  I  did 
not  put  the  qufstion  on  the  former  occasion 
because  a  debate  was  going  on,  and  I  could  not 
submit  a  second  question  lest  there  should  be 
two  debates  going  on  at  the  same  time.  I  noW' 
put  the  question,  **That  the  several  papers  now  ' 
presented  do  lie  on  the  table." 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Do  I  understand  that  only 
the  extracts  read  during  the  course  of  his  speech' 
by  the  Minister  of  Marine  are  embodied  in  the' 
papers  he  now  proposes  to  lay  on  the  table,  or 
are  we  to  have  the  whole  of  the  documentt 
connected  with  this  matter  in  one  batch  ?   The' 
document  that  I  think  the  House  is  entitled  to 
see  is  the  second  statement  handed  to  the 
Marine  Department  by  Captain  Allraan.    Of  ' 
oourFC,  we  have  had  extracts  read  from  the 
first  statement.    Captain  Allman  says  he  wrote, 
that  statement  und^r  the  distinct  promise  that 
if  he  (Allman)  stood  by  the  Mioidter  the  Minis- 
ter would  see  him  through.      Now,  they  had 
that  very  expreaaion   admir'ed.      It  was  ad- 
mitted that  the  Premier  or  Minister  of  Marine 
did  tell  Allman  that  they  would  see  him  through, 
and,  when  Allman  was  not  seen  "  through,"  th^ 
allegation  is  that  he  decided,  for  his  own  pro- 
tection, to  tell  the  whole  of  the  facts,  which  he 
did  in  a  statement  which  embodied  his  conver- 
sation  with  the  Minister    and   the  promised 
arrangement  made  with  tbe  Minister  that  h^ 
was  to  shield  him.    This  statement,  it  is  said, 
is  in  another  document,  aiRned  by  (japtain  All-, 
man,  now  in  possession  of  the  department,  and  f 
think  the  House  is  entitled  to  have  that  docu- 
ment laid  on  tbe  table.    It  concerns  the  House' 
as  much  as  the  documents  whioh  it  is  now 
proposed  to  lay  on  the  table ;  and  I  hope  th(i 
method  of  suppression  will  not  be  followed  up' 
in  this  matter,  which  has  given  the  House  gooa 
grounds  for  suspicion  that  we  do  not  get  what 
we  are  entitled  to  —  namely,  the  whole  faotft 
about  any  matter  that  comes  up. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  (Dunedin  City). 
— Sir,  might  I  be  allowed  to  ask  the  Minister  of 
Marine  if  there  is  any  sprcial  reason  why  tha 
second  document  is  not  laid  on  the  table  at  tha 
same  time  ? 

Mr.  PIRANI.— The  first  one  is  not  there. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Part  of  it. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  understood 
tbe  Minister  of  Marine  to  say  he  would  lay  the 
second  document  on  the  table  at  a  later  period. 
Is  there  any  spf  cial  reason  for  holding  it  back 
in  the  meantime— lack  of  time  or  any  other 
reason  ? 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  (Ellesraere).— I  would 
like  to  aak  why  we  cannot  have  the  original 
permit  laid  on  the  table.    We  have  heard  ao 
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mnoh  discaBsion  about  it,  and  some  say  it  is 
written  with  capital  iettera  in  three  liuea,  and 
Bome  Bay  otherwise ;  in  fact,  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  doubt  about  thin  matter.  I  tiiink  the 
House  is  entitled  to  have  the  actual  euvelope 
laid  on  the  table.  I  believe  lithographs  of  it 
have  been  distributed  over  the  colony,  though 
personally  I  have  uot  seen  it.  It  is  an  official 
record,  and  has  been  filed  as  such,  and  the 
House  has  a  right  to  have  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.^I  think  it  is  on  these  papers 
now.  However,  on  looking  through  the  papers 
I  see  there  is  a  reference  to  it,  but  not  the 
envelope. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— May  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  it  is  only  by  an  inadvertence  it 
has  not  been  laid  on  the  table,  and  that  it  will 
bo  produced  and  laid  on  the  table  this  after- 
noon ?  I  would  like  to  ask  the  Minister,  unless 
there  appears  to  be  a  difference  between  the 
Htnibter  for  Public  Works  and  the  Premier 
upon  the  Rubject,  will  it  be  laid  on  tbe  table  ? 

Mr.  PIBANI  (Palmerston).— Sir,  before  the 
Minister  replies  I  would  like  to  ask  him  whether 
that  original  envelope  is  still  on  the  records, 
because  1  saw  a  member  of  the  House  flourish- 
ing here  that  part  of  the  official  file  which 
ought  not  to  have  gone  out  of  the  possession 
either  of  the  department  or  the  Minister  in  the 
House,  apart  altogether  from  the  file  on  which 
it  was  placed  by  the  officer  of  the  department. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Are  you  sure  it  was  the 
original  ? 

Mr.  PIBANI.— He  said  so,  and  I  would  take 
the  wor.i  of  the  senior  Gk)vernment  Whip  as 
soon  as  I  would  that  of  the  Premier,  At  the 
time  the  senior  Government  Whip  was  asked  if 
he  would  be  willing  to  lay  that  envelope  on  the 
table.  He  said  it  was  the  original,  and  that 
he  was  quite  willing  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
But  perhaps  the  fact  that  Mr.  Mills  holds  that 
permit  explains  why  the  Minister  cannot  lay  it 
on  the  table,  and  therefore  I  would  like  the 
Minister  to  ask  the  senior  Government  Whip  to 
oonseht  to  laying  that  part  of  the  official  file  on 
the  table.  Now,  I  see  nothing  to  be  gained  by 
laying  these  papers  on  the  table  unless  the 
Minister  completes  the  file.  There  is  the  first 
ttatement  of  Captain  Allmao,  a  mutilated  copy 
of  which  one  of  the  Ministers  has  already 
laid  on  the  table.  I  think  the  House  has  a 
right  to  ask  that  the  whole  of  the  docu- 
ments should  be  laid  on  the  table.  Then, 
we  have  the  second  statement  of  Captain 
Allman,  which  surely  must  be  in  favour  of 
the  Ministry,  or  they  would  not  suppress  it. 
gQ  It  is  not  likely  the  Ministry  would 
suppress  a  document  which  is  against 
themselves,  because  that  would  be  acting 
unfairly  to  the  House;  and  not  only  un- 
fairly  to  the  House,  but  unfairly  to  their  own 
supporters.  Therefore  we  must  conclude  that 
this  second  statement  is  simply  reserved  as  a 
means  of  defence  to  be  used  later  on. 

An  Hon.  Membkk.— Was  it  ever  given  ? 

Mr.  P1RANI.-YC8,     But  I  want  to  get  the 

{5"8inal ;  I  do  not  believe  in  copies.    I  am  not 

like  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps,  who  comes 

with  what  purports  to  be  copies  of  oiiginals. 

Mr,  Montgnmiry 


The  original  should  be  produced,  so  that  ths 
Uou8e  can  ezprt  ss  its  opinL  n  on  it.  It innok 
fair  to  the  Hou^e  or  to  the  counliy  that  If&Dli- 
ters  should  have  these  things  dragged  outoi 
them,  as  though  we  had  no  nght  to  that  which 
belongs  to  the  country.  I  hope  the  Houm  will 
insist  on  the  placing  of  the  whole  of  then 
documents  before  the  Hout»e,  so  that  wewiU 
be  able  to  judge  who  is  in  the  rit/ht. 

Mr.  FlbHER  (Wellington  City).— I  have 
seen  the  original  envelope,  and  I  cannot  onder- 
stand  by  what  stretch  of  the  imagination  it  eaa 
be  regarded  as  an  official  record.  It  is, I  think, 
a  pencil  memorandum  consisting  of  live  woids. 

An  Hon.  Membbb  — A  copy. 

Mr.   FISHER.— But,  suppose  it  to  he  re- 
garded    strictly    as    an    official    document,  I 
must  even  then  find  fault  with   the  Govern- 
ment for  placing  these  d  )cuments  befon  the 
House  unasked  lor.    No  doubt  they  areiozioos 
to  comply  with  the  desires  of  the  Oppceitioa 
by  placing  every  information  on  the  tahle,h\il 
to  do  so  only  leads  to  futile,  idle  disciusioDS 
every  afternoon.     We  shall   be  told  at  tbe  end 
of  the  session  that  we  are  rushing  through  the 
estimates  without  proper  consideration.   And 
there  is  also  this  view  to  be  taken :  It  is  im- 
possible to  please  the  legitimate  and  propei Op- 
position, and  their  auxiliaries,  the  "leftwii^." 
The  Government  cannot  succeed  in  pleaatsg 
them.    If  they  lay  papers  on  the  table  to  ifiora 
information,  that  is  immediately  seized  apooM 
a  pretext  for  an  afternoon's  useless  disooflMo; 
and   if   they  do  not  lay  papers  on  the  (able, 
that  is  a  pretext  for  another  af ternoon'i  wtfto 
of  time.     What  are   the  Qiovernment  to  doT 
What  can  they  do  ?    This  is  clear,  if  nothing 
else  is  clear :  that  it  is  impossible  to  eatiif? 
those  gentlemen,  do  what  the  Government  will. 
These  papers  to-day  were  not  asked  for ;  the; 
were  laid  on   the   table  at  the  desire  of  tbi 
Minister  of  Marine  to  satisfy  tbe  craving  of  the 
Opposition,  and  no  sooner  are  the  papers  on  thi 
table  than  they  are  seized  upon  as  a  pretexts 
waste  another  afternoon.    I  do  not  see  thew^ 
out  of  this.    If  it  is  inevitable  that  days  obA 
be  wasted  for  the  period  of  a  whole  month  it 
the  beginning  of  every  session,  it  is  pecbafi 
just  as  well  that  we  should  waste  ticne  oiM 
this  as  over^any  other  matter.   No  matter*tei 
the  Government  does,  there  are  certain  neO- 
hers  of  the  House  who  come  here  of  set  fXCf^ 
to  waste  time,  and   what    the    pretext  isftj 
be    does    not    matter    twopence.     We  ba*9 
now  spent  a  fortnight  in   the  discussioa  « 
one  useless  subject.     Bvery  afternoon  is  b^ 
wasted  in  order  to  spin  out  time,  so  that  «• 
shall  be  again  jammed  for  time  at  the  end  of  tb* 
session  when  we  come  to  discuss  the  estimatsL 
Well,  I  suppose  the  time  has  to  be  spent,  aod  I 
might  as  well  take  a  hand.    If  that  in  tbegaOA 
—I  am  sorry  to  have  to  use  that  unculwj«» 
word— let  us  all  understand  it ;  let  us  aiw- 
stand  what  we  are  doing.     We  could  havegooft 
on  with  the  business  of   the  country  this  aftet> 
noon.     When  I  say  *'  business  of  the  oouotry, 
I  mean  we  could  have  gone  on  discus^iog  tut 
futile  Address  in   Reply.     How  much  l^^"** 
this  is  to  go  on  one  cannot  tell,  but  that  w 
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tiiD«  19  being  wasted  deliberately  and  of  set 
pDrpose  cannot  be  df^nied.  I  wish  we  bad  tbe 
old  SUndiog  Oiders.  I  also  wi«b  the  author 
{ft  tbe  present  wrebcbed  Standing  Orders,  with 
the  lime-limic,  was  bung  as  high  as  Haman. 
Hon.  Mrhbsrs.— Major  Steward. 
Mr.  FiSHER. — No ;  let  me  make  a  correc- 
tiott  there.  Some  honourable  gentleman  says 
^Hsjor Steward."  No;  Major  Steward  is  not 
tbe  author;  the  author  is  Mr.  W.  P.  Reeves. 
Now,  Sir,  if  we  are  going  to  waste  time  let  us 
wiite  time.  Tbe  effect  of  this  time-limit,  eis  I 
b&ve  before  pointed  out,  is  that  no  member  la 
•ble  to  complete  his  speech  in  a  manner  satis- 
factory  to  himself.  I  have  not  spoken  yet  in 
tbii  debate,  but  I  know  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
^oiifamyflpeech  in  the  way  in  whioh  I  should 
like  to  finisD  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— This  is  travelling  away 
irom  the  matter  under  discussion. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Under  the  old  Standing 
Orders  I  nrouid  save  these  honourable  gentle- 
men all  this  trouble,  for  I  would  myself  speak 
vntil  half-past  five,  and  that  would  settle  their 
Icoable. 

Ut.  GROWTHER    (Auckland    City).— The 
iame,  {xoppy,  and  useless  utterances  expressed 
hj  tbe  last  speaker  beat  anything  I  ever  heard. 
lUk  about  wasting  time—look    at   him,  the 
&tberof  wasie  I     He  never  makes  any  effort  to 
do  anything  else.      Sir,  with  regard  to  these 
papers  laid  on  the  table,  is  it  not  justifiable  on 
behalf  of  members  of  thi<i  House  that  if  they 
tfe  to  be  laid  on  the  table  they  should  be  in 
fteompiete  form?    If  it  is  justifiable  for  any 
Hioister  or  (Government  to  send  a  lithographic 
psper  conoerning  the  business  of  the  House  to 
ene  member  of  the  House,  how  is  it  I  did  not 
let  one  ?    That  is  what  I  want  to  know.    I  am 
m  to  do  my  duty  to-day.    I  am  not  here  to 
nth  other  matters  through  at  the  expense  of 
vhatia  our  immediate  duty  at  this  moment. 
Ve  thoald  do  our  duty.  It  is  our  duty  to  see  the 
fipeii  are  laid  on  the  table;  and  if  any  Minis- 
tor  sends  documents  to  one  member  concerning 
^  bnsiness  of  the  country  and  not  to  another, 
2^Tbry  partial,  very  unfair,  and  very  undigni- 
w  of  the  gentleman  who  condescends  to  do 
^nicb  thmg.     Was  the  document  to  help  to 
fosh  through   this  business  ?    And  are  we  to 
WB»— who  need  the  assistance  of  these  docu- 
BMiti  is  well    flks    those  members  to  whom 
^^MBt  a  document — for  delaying  business? 
WbateJse  can  it  be?    So  far  as  I  am  able  to 
Me  through  it,  it  means,  at  any  rate,  that  a 
Mrtain  portion  of  the  members  of  this  House 
^  what  is  being  done,  while  the  other  por- 
^  are  to   know   bb  little  as  possible.      Is 
^*^  fair?     Is    it  right,  or   what   is  due   to 
B*^    We  are   all  sent  here  by  a  section  of 
^  poople,  and  we  are  all  supposed  to  repre- 
Mnt  is  nearly  as  can  be  an  equal  number  of 

gsple.  What  capacity  eTm  I  in  here  to-day  ? 
rtainly  members  have  been  supplied  with  m- 
formation  that  has  been  denied  to  me.  Now 
Ao  effort  is  being  mside  to  lay  on  the  table 

Bpers  showing  only  one  side  of  the  picture. 
>w  are  we  going  to  see  the  other  side  ?    Who 
■going  to  show  it  to  OB?    If  it  has  come  to 


that,  then  the  Legislature  of  New  Zealand  is 
certainly  coming  down  below  judicious  manage- 
ment. I  have  had  to  complain  before,  in  mat- 
ters of  this  sort,  of  having  been  left  out.  In- 
formation has  been  supplied  to  other  members, 
and  words  have  been  put  into  their  mouths  in 
connection  with  matters  that  we  all  ought  to 
know  everything  about.  And  what  is  the  con- 
sequence ?  It  is  only  by  force  that  we  are  able 
to  get  necessary  information  to  enable  us  to 
vote  properly.  The  honourable  member  has 
just  said  that  we  are  wasting  time.  Tne  in- 
formation ought  to  be  supplied  to  us  without 
our  having  to  go  down,  as  has  of* en  been  said, 
on  our  marrow- bones  to  get  it.  It  is  no  part  of 
the  Constitu'ion  that  we  should  have  to  get  in-' 
formation  in  this  way.  The  informati  ■>n  should 
be  supplied  to  us  at  once  in  a  fair  and  impartial 
wav. 

Mr  CARSON  (Wanganui).— I  do  not  wish  to 
take  a  hand  in  the  senior  member  for  Welling- 
ton's "  little  game,"  but  I  wish  to  put  a  simple 
question  to  the  Premier  and  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  and  it  is  this:  If  the  document  which 
has  been  referred  to  by  the  member  for  Elles- 
mere  has  been  seen  and  handled  by  the  senior 
member  for  Wellington  and  by  the  Government 
Whip,  is  there  any  reas  in  an  all  why  the  mem- 
ber for  Ellesmere  should  not  see  it  ?  Is  there 
anything  defective  in  my  position  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  people  that  I  should  not  see  it? 
The  unfortunate  thing  i<<,  that  the  Minister 
reserves  his  replies  until  nobody  can  get  behind 
him  or  answer  him.  I  want  to  know  whether 
— I  was  going  to  say  garbled — papers  have  been 
put  upon  the  table ;  I  want  to  kaow  why  cer- 
tain papers  have  been  suppressed.  I  do  not 
wish  to  believe  the  worst  of  Ministers,  but  I 
begin  to  be  suspicious  as  to  the  reasons  why 
these  papers  have  been  withheld.  Is  it  because 
they  may  be  prejudicial  to  Ministers,  or  will 
tell  against  Ministers?  That  ie  the  reason 
which  has  been  given  again  and  again  for  papers 
being  withheld — that  such  papers  might  be  used 
against  Ministers.  If  there  is  nothing  wrong, 
they  cannot  be  used  against  Ministers.  Minis* 
ters  should  lay  the  papers  on  the  table,  and 
challenge  members  to  peruse  them  and  pass 
judgment  upon  them.  I  think  there  is  some- 
thing suspicious  in  the  way  that  papers  are 
kept  back.  I  qui'e  believe  the  envelope  In 
question  will  be  laid  on  the  table,  because  the 
Minister  of  Marine  has  had  his  instructions, 
and  he  cannot  now  keep  the  document  back. 

Mr.  SMITH  (Ghristchurch  City).— WiU  I  be 
in  order  in  moving  that  the  documents  pre- 
sented by  the  Minister  be  referred  beusk  to  the 
Minister  for  the  purpose  of  his  making  the  file 
complete?  If  I  am  in  order,  I  move  accord- 
ingly. It  seems  to  me  that  for  the  Minister  of 
Marine  to  come  down  this  afternoon  and  pro- 
duce a  few  papers  out  of  a  whole  file  is  simply 
an  insult  to  the  House.  We  have  had  nearly 
a  fortnight  used  up  in  debating  this  Marine 
scandal,  and  the  division  has  been  taken  upon 
it,  and  now  the  Minister  proposes  to  give  us 
part  of  the  information  instead  of  all  the  infor- 
mation to  which  we  are  entitled.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  sooner   the  Minister  of  Marina 
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nnderstanda  that  the  House  will  have  the  whole 
ol  the  papers  or  none  the  better  it  will  be  for 
him  and  the  Hou^e.  Ai  to  the  statement  of 
the  member  for  Weilington  City  that  we  are 
wasting  time,  and  ihat  ib  will  result  in  rushing 
the  OHtimateH  through,  I  quite  acmire  such  a 
remark  coming  from  him.  When  the  honour- 
able member  talks  about  the  waste  of  time,  he 
probably  remembers  the  pangs  he  puflerc^d  last 
session  in  oooRidering  the  estimates.  The 
honourable  member  did  not  worry  much  about 
the  estimates,  and  now  he  complains  of  the 
waste  of  time  this  afternoon.  I  hope  the 
honourable  member  «ill  lise  to  his  position  as 
senior  member  for  Wellington  City,  and  will 
iusiHt  upon  having  the  fullest  information 
placed  before  the  House.  I  beg  to  move  the 
amendment. 

Mr.    J.    ALLEN     (Bruce).— I    second    the 
amendment.    It  seems  to  me  that  we  should 
either  have  none  of  the  papers  or  we  should 
have  the  whole  lot,  and  I  think  we  are  quice 
entitled  to  them.    It  would  have  saved  a  great 
deal  of  time  this  afternoon  if  the  Minister  had 
done  that  in  the  first  place.    I  cannot  conceive 
how  ai  ybody  in  the  House  can  object  to  the 
whole  of  the  papers  being  laid  on  the  table.     I 
think  all  the  pai  ers  ought  to  be  laid  on  the 
table  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  House.    If 
there  is  no  harm  in  the  papers,  then  there  can 
be  no  harm  in  la3ing  them  on  the  table.    If 
there  is  any  harm  in  them,  then  we  are  entitled 
io  see  them.     We  are  as  much  concerned  in 
the  administration  of  this  department  as  the 
Ministfris.     Kven  if  there  is  no  truth  in  the 
accusation  against  the  Minister,  it  appears  clnar 
that  this  department  has  been  grossly  mis- 
managed.    In  any  case,  it  is  tight  that  all  the 
p%ptr8  should  be  laid  on  the  table.   I  go  further 
and   say  that  I  think  the  Mininter  ought,  in 
Justice  lo  himself  and  his  colleagues,  to  lay  the 
whole  of  the  papers  on  the  table. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— We  cannot  do  so  at  present. 
Mr.  J.  ALLEN.- Why  not?    The  Minister 
should  have  stated  so  at  first,  and  tha'«  would 
have  stopped  this  discussion.     He  moved  that 
a  poni-n  of  the  papers  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  we  have  a  right  to  b«  lieve  that  that  por- 
tion gives  merely  a  garbled  account  of  the 
whole  t'ansac'ion.    For  instance,  it  may  be 
assumed  that  the  first  report  of  Captain  Allman 
may  be  modified  a  Rreat  deal  by  his  subsequent 
remarks.  ^  It  is  unfair  to  say  that  one  side  of 
the  question  should    be  put  before  us  wJb^en 
there  are  two  sid'-s. 

Mr.  HALL  JONES.— These  are  simply  my 
notes — the  notes  I  used  in  my  speech,  wt*ich  I 
lay  on  the  table  in  accordance  with  a  promise  I 
made  to  CaptRin  Russf  II. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.~Yes;  but  they  are  notes 
of  only  part  of  the  correspondence,  and  I  say 
we  are  entitled  to  the  whole  of  the  corre- 
spondence, and  any  part  of  the  correspondence 
may  mihr-present  what  the  whole  would  show. 
I  do  not  think  there  has  been  a  waste  of  time. 
It  is  very  important  that  either  the  character 
of  the  Minister  should  be  cleared,  or  that  he 
should  bear  the  punishment  for  any  wrong  he 
may  have  done.  It  is  important  to  us  that 
Mu  Smith 


Parliament  should  not  rest  under  the  Mps^ 
sion,  which  at  the  present  time  rwti  on  our 
shoulders  almost  aa  much  as  it  doei  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  Minister.  The  Mininter  should 
either  be  cleared,  or  he  mu<«t  take  theblaoM 
and  the  re<>ponsibility.  No  t-me  is  time  lort 
in  proving  or  disproving  this  charga  I  vondsr 
the  Minister  sits  there  as  he  dots  and  lens 
charge  like  this  rest  on  bis  shouldpT».  I(  ii 
no  use  eaying  there  is  no  charge.  The  ohatgi 
has  been  made  all  over  the  coaotry,  sod  I 
think  we  cannot  submit  to  a  garbltd  «uue- 
ment  of  the  case  being  put  before  qb.  What  I 
say  is  that  we  should  have  either  the  foil  file 
of  papers  or  none  at  all. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  make  an  explanation  to  the  Eom 
which  will  probably  avoid  a  further  wiile  of 
time.    In  the  first  place,  the  whole  fil«  of 
papers   would    take    a    considerable  time  to 
copy;  secondly,  the  Commission  must  ban  the 
original  file.    Now,  sapposing  the  amendnent 
were  carried,  as  I  say,  it  would  take  somedayi 
before  you  could   have  the  originals.   It  ^u 
been  anked  that  the  originals  should  be  Uidoo 
the  table. 

An   Hon.  Membsb.— Or  a  certified  eopyof 
them. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  will  take  Pome  tine  U- 
fore  that  can  be  done.  The  oiiginals  vili  be 
submitted  to  the  Commission,  and  the  Coo- 
mission  will  no  doubt  place  the  whole  e/1^ 
evidence  that  is  taken,  and  the  dofaan^, 
before  us,  and  they  will  be  laid  on  the  taUe. 
The  complete  file  will  be  laid  on  the  Uble  « 
the  House  when  the  report  of  the  Goaimi«o* 
is  brought  down,  and  that.  I  anticipate,  will  be 
some  time  before  the  session  is  concloded. 

An  Hon.  Membkb.— Will  the  dooument  Ib- 
dicating  the  service  of  Captain  Jones  be  ^ 
laid  on  the  table?  . 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  file  in  reference  to  ^  I 
application  for  the  service  certificate  app^ 
for  fa^  Captain  Jones  will  also  be  Vaid  oo  tb»  ; 
table.    I  may  say  I  rise  to  make  this  txplMtr 
tion  with  a  view  to  expediiini^  boeinesa  ^ 
debate  on  the  Address  in  Rei  ly  has  niot  olMs^ 
and  in  that  Address  this  aubjf  ot.  is  refemdtef 
and  if  my  colleague  at  the  close  of  his  9^0" 
had  stepped  forwskrd  and  f-l^ced  these  Pff* 
which  he  quoted,  on  the  table — which  aeDonnC 
to  the  Standing  Ord*  ri«  he  was  bound  todo-^ 
should  not  have  had  this  trouble  at  all.  Heiit 
not  do  so,  for  the  reason  that  they  weie  nM 
up  with  his  notes,  sbud  he  postponed  {dacifi 
them  on  the  table  till  to-day.    Under  the  «■» 
cnmstances  it  would  be  well  to  take  the  papA 
offered  now,  or  allow  the  Miniater,  if  you  I'^^t^ 
withdraw  them.    They  will  appear  in  bi»fP*^ 
in  Hansard ;  and  it  ia  only  to  com|  ly  with  IW 
Standing  Orders  that  he  broucht  the  n*^ 
forward  to-day,  and  in  accordance  with  tw 
promise  he  gave  the  leader  of  the  Oppo«i<^ 
I  hope,  under  the  circumatances,  bote  idoMA 
and  amen(1ment  will  be  withdrawn,  and  letva 
get  on  with  the  business.  . 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christchurch  O'ty)-^*'"^! 
winh  to  remark  is  this :  I  think  it  is  a  foM 
suggestion  of  the  Premier  that  both  motto* 
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nod  tmendmmi  Bhould  be  withdrawn ;  bufe  I 
«iD(  lo  place  one  matter  before  the  Houne 
More  thai  is  done,  or  before  i(  is  further  dis- 
eoMd.  This  ie  the  difScuUy  :  We  are  told  the 
eomplete  file  of  documents  referring  to  this 
gi»tion  of  the  pernait,  and  Captain  All  man's 
Monecftioo  wiih  the  Minister  in  regard  to  that 
ptrmU,  will  bs  placed  before  the  Commi»sioD. 
Bat  tappORiDg  the  same  difficulty  crops  up 
bt/on  the  Commitision  as  cropped  up  in  the 
Jover  Court  a  fow  weeks  ago,  when  Captain  AH- 
BMU)  wu  unable  to  give  evidence  for  fear  he 
ihoald  beoome  liable  to  a  charge  of  conspiracy? 
Then  time  documents  will  never  come  before 
Um  Cjmmission  for  consideration.  They  will 
be  ifflfflcdiately  buried  from  this  House  and 
fnm  tbeonnntrv. 
Mr.  SJiDDON.— No. 

Mr.  TAYLOH.— Ob,  I  have  beard  that  assur. 

iBoe  from  the  Pramier  before,  and  I  have  little 

eosfidenee  in  an  aesnranoe  of  the  kind.    There 

in  only  three  men  who  can  tell  the  truth 

iboak  this  matter — Captains    Allmao,    Von 

Sohoen,  aod  Jonee ;  and  these  men,  if  they  are 

not  liven  tome  indemnity,  are  liable  to  achaige 

oi  coQipiraoy,  involving  imprisonment.    As  to 

theM  doeamente   we  are  asking  for.  Captain 

AJlman  alleges  that  the  second  report  hsaded 

in  bjr  bim  Qon tains  the  tmth  about  the  actual 

nlatioaa  existing    between    himself  and   the 

IGoiiter  of  Marine  in  regard  to  this  scandal 

tiiat  it  going  to  be  investigaed.     If  C^p»tain 

Ailmaa.  when  he.Kete  before  that  Commission, 

iiJoid  thai  hie  i^videnee  is  not  protected — that 

Im  is  itill  liable  to  proseootion  for  conspiracy, 

M  be  mtm.  when  he  gave  evidence  previously — 

te  bia  voiea  will  be  silenced  immediately, 

ttd  hie  report  ie  not  esidenee.    Who  is  going 

t>iolroduce  the  laport  to  the  Commission? 

fta  Qoteinmenft?    It  is  inconceivable    that 

1^  QowrDmeni  is  going  to  produce  a  report 

Aa  whole  na  ure  of  which  goes  to  show  that 

^e  iQoei    heinona  suggestions    were    made 

wt«iia  the  Minieter  ofM^ine  and  Captain 

AflBMD  to  ceier  «p  their  tracks  in  connection 

^ih&idsae  of  tliis.  permit. 

lb.  HALI>JON£S.— I  wUl  nndwtaka  to  say 

wvpon  shall  be  before  the  Commiiittion. 

Mt.  TAYLOR.— 'Eiiafe  ia  not  the  point.    lam 

paiBtbg  out  tliat  assurance  goes  for.  nothing. 

^  BMttk  yoa,  if  the  House  ia  pqspared  to 

*Mi|^  it,  the  House  must  remember  tha^  it 

{».il«U  to  beUewe  that  the  assurance  of  the 

wsier  of  Marina  will  take  pseoedeooe  of-  the 

^^  of  evidence  that  govern  the  law  courts. 

u  ii  ineooceivebble.    If  Captains  Allman,  Von 

^Ott,  aod  Jonias  have  been  guilty  of  conduct 

ttiatisin  die  nature  of  conspiracy,  thay  will 

^1  aed  ean  not,  ba  called  upon  to  give  evi- 

wiee,  OCT  will  cbey  volunteer  cTidenca.     Why 

shooM  they?     Oaptain  Allman  says  already 

w  he  made    one    false    statement   to  the 

■ueiiter  becaase   he   was  told  he  would  be 

"Men  through.*'     He  has  been  **  seen  through  " 

— thiongh  a  hole,  and  into  a  well.    He  is  not 

^  all  likely   to  fall  deeper   by  volunteering 

t'i^ee  that  may  land    him  in   two  years' 

nphsonment.    The  fact  is,  the  House  should 

coov  the  nature  of  the  second  charge  made. 


and  then,  if  any  member  of  the  House  chooses 
to  go  before  the  Commission,  if  he  has  any 
standing,  to  prosecute  the  inquiry  ou  behalf  of 
the  public,  he  will  know  the  Imes  his  examina- 
tion ought  to  take.  But  the  silence  of  tne 
Minister  in  connection  with  the  second  report 
is  most  significant.  Of  course,  the  report  can- 
not be  destroyed  now,  because  there  are  so 
many  of  us  who  have  seen  the  document,  in 
one  form  and  another,  in  the  way  of  copies. 
The  report  is  already  the  property  of  a  number 
of  members  of  this  House,  but  we  cannot  pro- 
duce the  actual  document. 

Mr.  McGOWAN.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order^ 
Sir.  I  wish  to  ask  if  it  is  io  order  for  an 
honourable  gentleman  to  difcuss  the  whole 
question  on  a  motion  to  lay  papers  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes;  it  is  quite  in  order 
to  discuss  the  question,  "That  the  papers  do 
lie  on  the  table." 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — That  second  report—the  one 
we  are  now  asking  for — some  of  us  are  inclined  to 
believe  may  contain  the  true  statement  of  the 
position.  We  only  suggest  it  may  contain  the 
true  statement.  It  is  no  use  destroviog  the 
original  now.  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  de- 
stroyed ;  only,  mark  you,  it  is  in  evidence— 
and  in  a  very  reliable  form — that  a  suggestion 
was  made  that  the  documents  that  are  to  form 
the  basis  of  the  inquiry  were  to  have  been  de- 
stroyed. That  attempt  was  frustrated  by  one 
of  the  Civil  servants,  to  whom  the  colony  ought 
to  be  indebted. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbbb. — He  is  going  to  get  the 
i«  gaok." 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Oh.  he  will  get  the  "  sack," 
I  suppose.  But  the  fact  remains  that  the  ori- 
ginal document  is  the  property  of  the  colony ; 
and  I  wish  to  make  reference  to  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  (Mr. 
Crowther).  He  is  perfectly  right.  I  want  to 
know  by  what  right,  except  to  serve  the  exi- 
gencies of  party  government,  a  lithographed 
copy  of  that  envelope  permit  got  into  the 
poesessico  of  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edln  City,  Mr.  Millar,  when  it  did  not  get  into 
the  possession  of  every  member  of  this  Hoasc 
Why  cannot  we  get  access  to  documents  with 
as  great  freedom  as  the  honourable  member  Ibr 
Dnnedin  City? 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  did  not  see  it. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— The  member  for  Caversham 
does  not  require  to  see  it,  because  he  is  pre- 
pared to  back  up  the  Government  through 
thick  and  thin,  and  if  necessary  swear  black  is 
white  and  white  is  no  colour  at  all.  So  the 
Qovernment  does  not  require  to  consult  that 
juryman  at  all.  I  am  arguing  this :  It  is  not 
treating  every  member  of  the  House  with  equal 

Q  on  respect  when  documents  of  great  im- 
'  portance  from  a  public  standpoint  are 
distributed  carefully  to  certain  members,  and 
are  as  carefully  withheld  from  other  members 
of  this  House.  I  say  that  this  is  not  a  right 
course  to  pursue. 

Mr.  MILLS. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
wish  to  ask  whether  it  is  right  for  any  honour-^ 
able  member  to  accuse  another  honourable 
member  of  being  prepared   to  swear  to  any- 
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thing— that  white  is  black,  black  whito,  or  that 
while  is  no  col  mr  ai  all. 

Mr.  SPEAKEK.— I  do  not  think  thebononr- 
able  member  for  Christchurch  Gtty  should 
make  any  reflections  of  that  nature  on  another 
honourable  member. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— That  was  simply  by  way  of 
illustration,  Sir,  and  shows  the  position  we  are 
drifting  into  in  the  matter  of  party  govern- 
ment. I  withdraw  the  remark  the  Oovern- 
ment  Whip  has  objected  to.  I  say  the  second 
report  is  as  mooh  the  property  of  members  as 
of  those  who  have  been  permitted  to  peruse  it. 
They  haying  been  permitted  to  peruse  it,  it 
cannot  die  now,  because  the  contents  of  the 
original  documents  that  have  been  withheld 
are  so  thoroughly  known  that  the  facts  must 
be  investigated.  The  position  is  quite  clear. 
Here  is  a  fragmentary  file  that  does  not 
contain  all  the  papers.  The  most  import- 
ant papers  connected  with  this  matter  are 
not  coniained  on  the  file;  and  for  that  rea- 
son I  hope  the  House  will  consider  very 
seriously  before  agreeing  to  withdraw  the 
motion  or  the  amendment.  I  think  we  shall 
not  have  another  opportunity  of  expressing  an 
opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  we  have  a  right 
to  the  complete  file  of  State  documents  con- 
nected with  this  Marine  question,  and  my 
colleague  Mr.  Smith  is,  I  think,  well  within 
his  rights  in  asking  that  the  documents  be 
referred  back  to  the  Minister  for  the  purpose  of 
making  them  complete,  as  this  is  about  the 
only  chance  we  shall  have  of  expressing  an 
opmion  on  the  matter.  We  ought  to  let  the 
amendment  go  to  a  vote,  and  see  what  the 
House  thinks  of  the  way  it  has  been  treated 
in  this  matter. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  (Thamep).— In  all  modesty 
I  would  like  to  make  a  suggestion  in  this  matter. 
In  my  opinion  this  discussion  is  entirely  wide 
of  the  actual  position.  The  Minister  of  Marine, 
m  makmg  his  speech,  quoted  from  certain  docu- 
ments. He  was  asked  by  the  leader  of  the 
-Opposition  if  he  would  lay  the  documents  from 
wbich  he  was  quoting  upon  the  table.  These 
documents  have  been  laid  on  the  table ;  and  the 
objection  now  raised,  and  which  we  have  been 
discussing,  13  that  documents  which  were  not 
quoted  have  not  been  laid  on  the  table,  and 
some  honourable  members  are  making  another 
request  that  documents  that  were  not  even 
relerred  to  should  be  laid  on  the  table—namely, 
the  second  statement  of  Captain  Allman  is  one 
instance.  I  have  no  objection  to  all  the  docu- 
ments being  laid  on  the  table  ;  but  I  say  there 
Is  a  proper  method  and  way  of  obtaining  these 
documents.  The  Minister  has  complied  in 
every  way  with  the  request  of  the  leader  of  the 
SSSfl'"?'  .'*"*'  he  should  lay  on  the  table  the 
fnLnTn^'i'^"'  ^^''""^  ^«  q«°fc«d  during  his 
posftion  ^'  question.    I  think  that  is  the 

ha^J"'«^"^?^^  (Dunedin  City.)-I  should  not 

thYs  moH.  ^^n^*"?'^*'^^  in  connection  with 
this  motion  If  It  had  not  been  for  the  honour- 

Savin^T^"  '°'  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor) 
iSt  ±  «^^«  "'"^^^i^B  referring  to  myself 
A  ^ight  say,  with  regard  to  a  portion  of  the 
Mr.  Mills 


honourable  gentleman's  remarks,  that,  if  he 
had  taken  the  same  course  I  look,  I  prMome 
he  would  have  got  the  same  papers  as  1  got.  I 
came  up  from  Dunedin  after  reading  m  the 
paper  that  the  "  permit "  bad  been  written  on 
an  envelope,  and  I  demanded  from  the  Minii- 
ter  of  Marine  a  copy  of  it.    The  hononrsUe 
member  for  Christchurch  City  could  have  taken 
the  same  course,   if   he  had  takes  the  um 
amount  of    interest    I  did   in  the  qaeetioL 
When  I  arrived  here  I  saw  the  Mioieter  in  hii 
room,  and  I  demanded  a  copy  of  the  envelope. 
But  what  strikes  me  as  somewhat  cunoai  ii 
the  wonderful  desire  evinced  by  some  men  ben 
to  get  an  indemnity  for  other  men  who  hsn 
been  guilty  of  misoonduot.    They  want  now  to 
get  an  indemnity  so  that  these  men  shell  be 
able  to  come  before  the  GommihSion  todooiii' 
mit  as  much  perjury  ets  they  like.    Nov,  I  will 
give  my  word  that  Jones  will  come  iiawA 
without  any  indemnity,  and  give  the  vbok  d 
his  evidence  connected  with  the  matter. 
An  Hon.  Mrmbeb. — Where  washelasttinef 
Mr.  MILLAR.— Never  mind;  peibape  tbi 
honourable  m  mber  can  tell  us  wbt-rebeM 
Where  was  the  honourable  mtmber?  Bat,io 
far  as  Jones  is  conc<  med,  he  v^iil  come{or«aii 
and  give  the  whole  of  the  evidence  ^itbootuy 
indenmity.    Why  cannot   the  friends  of  tte 
honourable  memb-rs   who    are   opposing  tfaii 
motion  do  exactly    the  same  thing?  I  »■ 
speaking  for  Jones,  and  I  have  no  mon  i^ 
of  what  Jones  is  going   to   say  in  ooouMKn 
with  this  affair  than  any  honoaraMe  manbet, 
beyond  this :  that  he  tells  me  he  viill  r  bdibe 
whole  affair  from  the  start  to  the  finish.  He 
wants  to  come  before  the  Commission,  end  hi 
will  give  the  fu  1  account.     Tnen  Captsin  itt^ 
man  can  do  the  same  thing.     If  he  hes  Ml 
told  the  truth  in  the  stattm^^nts  he  baeioi^ 
let  him  come  before  the  Commi^sioQ  and  ta 
the  truth  now ;  and  if  it  is  proved  that  tbdl ' 
has'  been   conspiracy,  then    the   Minister  c' 
Marine  can  go  a)ong^ide  of  him  for  conspiiif 
too.      If   a   man    has   nothing   to  be  thm 
of,   wh^  should  he  be  afredd  to  appear  «i^ 
out  this  indemnity?     If  there  are  men  sh* 
have  been  guil  y  of  giving  false  evidence^  I  >f 
they  are  entitled  to  punishment  for  it;  bit* 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  if  any  Indemoi^^^ 
brought  up  here  by  the  Government  orh|f  ibT*^ 
body  else,  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  prevent  it h«i| 
passed.    They  must  come  there  the  same  tfi 
or  any  other  member,  without  any  iadenoitf 
at  all,  and,  if  they  have  anything  to  tell, tt 
them  tell  it  by  ail  means.    It  is  not  for  met* 
shield  the  Minister  who  is  responsible  for  Ai 
department,  and  this  is  not  the  time;  baiM 
indemnity  for  me.    Again,   the  queetioa  hai 
been  raised.    Why  should  you  give  an  indefr 
nity  to  get  the  evidence  ? 
An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — It  is  the  usual  thing. 
Mr.  MILLAR.— Then  it  appears  that  tbM 
who  are  connected  with  the  mem  think  be  hii 
been  guilty  of  conspiracy,  and  he  now  wantel^ 
get  out  of  the  results  of  his  conspiracy;  halt 
ask  members  of  this  House  if  they  are  going  V 
give  an  ind  3mnity  to  any  man,  or  men,  who  Mi 
sbdmitted  that  he  oommitted  a  crime? 
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An  Hon.  Msmbkb. — You  most  gi?e  thai  in- 
doDnity  if  yoo  waat  U>  get  evidenoe. 

Ki.  MILLAR. -If  it  had  not  been  that  the 
Xioister  of  Marine  was  simply  laying  papers  on 
Ihi  table  of  the  House  in  response  to  the  re- 

SMof  (he  leader  of  the  Oppositioo,  I  should 
te»id(hata  great  mistake  had  been  made 
in  laying  any  porMon  of  the  papers  on  the  table 
•iilL  I  should  now  say,  Let  tho  who*e  lot  he 
hid  on  tbe  tab'e,  and  i  certainly  think  these 
mm  ought  to  be  writhdrawn  until  the  whole 
oh  is  placed  on  the  table— from  the  very  com- 
iiMncemenc.  I  trust  tha%  will  be  the  course  tne 
Hoose  »ill  adopt— namely,  allow  these  papers 
to  be  viUidrawn  imtil  we  get  the  whole  file  of 
papers gi-ing  the  information  required. 

llr.  LEWIS  (ChristCDuroh  City).— The  sug- 
gMHon&f  tbe  honourable  member  is  one  of  tbe 
ooitnmarkable  I  have  ever  listened  to  in  this 
HooM.  He  told  us  that  the  reason  that  my 
eoDMgoe  (Mr.  Smith)  had  not  got  a  copy  of 
ttiien?elope  was  because  he  did  not  make  a 
ipedaltrip  from  Ghristchuroh  to  Wellington  to 
pi  it.  It  would  appear,  from  what  the  honour- 
able member  said,  that  it  is  our  duty,  if  we 
laniV)  obtain  access  to  public  documents,  to 
make  a  special  trip  to  WtUington  for  the  pur- 
POM  of  getting  what  we  want.  I  have  a  distinct 
ueathit  anything  which  the  Ministers  think  it 
proper  I  should  see  they  send  me ;  at  ail  events, 
Ikoov  that  daring  the  recess  I  had  sent  to  me 
Mieial  hundredweights  of  public  documents, 
ud  I  do  not  think  it  would  have  added  very 
aiob  to  the  cost  of  this  Commission  if  these 
Wrticalar  documents  had  been  among  them, 
nt  I  «iflh  to  say  this :  that,  if  I  could  believe 
ihUhadlgone  to  Ministers  and  made  appli- 
^iHhn  to  see  the  document  referred  to,  I  would 
^ got  it,  I  might  postpone  my  remarks 

in  Hon.  Mkmbbb. — They  are  public  pto- 

Xr.  LEWIS.— The  function  of  this  House  is 
tideieimine  what  is  public  property  and  what 
haoi 

Aa  Hon.  Membxb. — If  they  give  it  out  it 
^tetRDes  public  property. 

)Kr.  LEWIS.— Ko ;  that  is  not  the  case  with 
■idoeiunent  to  which  allut^ion  is  made. 

^  BoQ.  MxMBEB.— Yes,  it  was  public. 
Jfr.LfiWlS.— Wtll,  if  it  was  public,  how  is 
■^at  ii  was  not  public  to  other  members  of 
JMHay.  I  now  come  to  this  question  of  the 
Ijpnmi'y.  The  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
^  City  stated  that,  because  certain  persons 
y  ^n  connected  with  questionable  prao- 
^J^  it  is  not  desirable  that  they  should  be 
"^''^  of  any  responsibility  in  connection 
*w  them.  But  he  must  know  that  that  course 
*  ^tiooaliy  t%ken.  Has  he  never  heard  of 
■Qu  a  thing  as  Queen's  evidence  ? 

An  Hon.  Mzmbsb. — I  have. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Well,  the  rules  that  govern 
i|HM'8  evidence  might  very  well  be  applied  to 
JJ*Mse,  because  we  all  have  the  same  end  in 
'>*«-th&t  is,  to  obtain  the  truth  in  this  mat- 
%  not  f  0  much  to  punish  two  Civil  servants, 
^1  whether  under  pressure,  whether  in 
bedienee  to  the  behests  of  Ministers,  or 
wether  out  of  kindness  of  heart,  engaged  in 


questionabto  practices.  That  is  the  end  and 
aim  of  this  inquiry — if  possible,  to  elicit  the 
truth.  Queen's  evidenoe  has  been  accepted 
from  people  engaged  in  criminal  practices.  I 
think  this  is  a  case  in  which  the  rules  of  Qnean's 
evidi*nce  might  be  extended  to  the  whole  lot^ 
Why,  Sir,  we  have  had  previous  experience  in  this 
matter  of  a  Commission,  and  persons  have  asked 
for  an  indemnity  when  thev  were  before  the  Com- 
mission, and  they  withheld  their  evidence  when 
the  indemnity  wa<(  not  given.  Wa  need  not  go 
beyond  the  walls  of  this  Chamber  to  find  a  per- 
son who  made  a  most  alarm  ng  statement  in 
this  House  as  to  the  state  of  the  police,  and 
the  way  in  which  they  twisted  the  laws  of  the 
colony;  and  who,  when  he  went  before  the 
Commission  and  was  asked  to  repeat  his  evi- 
dence, prudenily  asked  if  he  would  be  protected, 
and,  receiving  an  answer  in  the  negative,  re- 
fused to  give  evidence. 

Mr.  TANNBH  (Avon).— Who  was  that,  be- 
cause I  repeated  my  evidence  befrre  the  Police 
Commission  just  as  I  had  given  it  in  this 
House. 

Mr.  LEWIS.- You  most  distinctly  asked 
whether  you  would  be  protected. 

Mr.  TANNER.  — Yes,  protected  if  I  gave 
names ;  and  I  got  no  assurance,  and  gave  no 
names  in  either  caRe. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— That  I  understand,  because  if 
you  had  given  names,  the  statement  would 
have  been  capable  of  verification.  It  is  true 
that  he  did  not  give  names  here,  and  he  with- 
held the  names  when  before  the  Commission, 
and  made  a  general  statement  which  might 
have  applied  to  anv  one  of  hundreds  of  people ; 
and  no  man  was  going  to  get  up  and  say  that 
he  was  the  man  referred  to.  The  honourable 
member  would  have  been  privileged  here  if  he 
had  given  names,  and  tbeu  the  persons  against 
whom  he  made  the  charges  woud  have  had  an 
opporiuniiy  of  defending  themselves;  but  the 
ctiarges  were  stated  in  general  terms  that  any 
one  of  dozens,  or  scores,  or,  perhaps,  hundredfs 
of  people,  might  have  been  pointed  to  as  the 
guilty  parties,  and  so  no  one  man  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  defending  himself.  The  honourable 
member,  when  before  the  Commission,  was 
asked  to  sive  such  names  as  would  enable  the 
Commission  to  verify  or  to  disprove  his  asser- 
tions, and  he  declined. 

Mr.  TANNER.— 1  repeated  everything  before 
the  Commission  that  1  said  in  this  House. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— Yes. 

Mr.  TANNER.— Well,  you  were  making  out 
that  I  did  not. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— I  withdraw  that;  but  I  say  tbe 
honourable  member  refused  to  give  evidenoe 
that  would  have  enabled  tbe  truth  to  he 
elicited,  and  for  the  reason  that  he  was 
not  indemnified,  as  I  think  he  ought  to  have 
been. 

Mr.  TANNER.— I  thought  so  too. 

Mr.  LEWIS. — I  am  aware  of  it ;  but  there 
is  a  case  on  all-fours  with  the  present  one,  and 
our  experience  on  that  occasion  when  the 
truth  was  not  allowed  to  come  out,  through  no 
fault  of  the  honourable  member,  perhaps,  is  a 
matter  of  experience  that  should  have  some 
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weight  with  us  on  the  prenent  oooasion.  I,  Sir, 
BO  far  from  oopnging  any  measure  in  the  way  of 
indemnity,  would  be  only  too  willing  to  grant 
ind'fmDiiy,  bj  ae  to  allo«  the  pprsons  to  give 
evidence  to  go  fully  into  the  transaotion  and 
secure  puWIicity  to  it. 

Mr.  PI  RANI  (Palmerston). — Sir,  I  suppose 
that,  oiling  to  his  acquaintance  with  marine 
matterp,  the  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Millar)  most  think  that  he  is  telling  **  a  tale  to 
the  marines  "  when  he  telU  us  that  an  indem- 
nity would  indemnify  witnesses  if  they  com- 
mitted perjury.  Surely  he  does  not  know  what 
he  is  talking  about.  The  only  object  of  an  in- 
demnity is  that  a  man's  own  evidence  fthsll  not 
be  used  against  hira.  Surely  the  honourable 
member  knows  enough  of  British  justice  to 
know  that  it  is  not  a  fair  thing,  that  it  ia  not 
a  right  thinR,  that  a  man's  own  evidence  shall 
be  used  sgainst  him  when  he  is  on  his  trial. 
That  is  the  only  assurance  which  we  want  to 
give  utider  an  act  of  indemnity.  It  is  ail  very 
well  for  Captain  Jones  to  say  he  is  willing  to 
come  and  give  evidence  before  the  Commis- 
sion ;  he  ha^  been  already  acquitted,  and  in 
a  very  different  manner  from  the  manner 
in  which  the  other  persons  charged  were. 
There  can  be  no  question  about  ic,  and  the 
Prfmier  knows  it  just  as  well  as  the  Minister 
of  Marine  that  the  proper  evidence  will  never 
be  elicited  before  the  Ccmmission  unless  the 
m^n  who  are  to  give  evidence  are  protected  to 
the  extent  of  not  having  that  evidence  used 
against  them.  I  think  it  would  be  a  perfectly 
proper  thing  that  they  should  a^k  for  that 
protection ;  but,  so  far  as  protecting  a  man 
from  being  proseonted  afterwards,  if  a  oon- 
spitaoy  can  W  proved  without  his  evidonoe, 
certainly  nobody  would  dreem  of  giving  him 
indenmity  to  that  extent.  Bat  what  I  oAieily 
rose  for  wa«  to  call  attention  to  oim  part  of 
this  correspondenoe  which  is  intended  to  be 
laid  upon  th»  table.  I  do  not  know  but  that 
my  hearing  nvay  be  defective,  but  tliere  is  m 
part  of  this  ebrresponcleDce  that  I  doubt 
whether  the  Minister  did  read.  If  he  did  read 
it,  it  was  in  such  a  tone  that-  iwry  few  heard 
it,  because  I  have  asked  several  membenr,  a&d 
not  one  of  thi-m  can  r*^m«mber'  hearing  the 
most  signifieant  part  of  this  doouiaeDt.  Souie 
reference  was  made  to  the-  endeavour  that 
was  hfing  made  by  the  ofRcen  t%>  destroy 
the  official  file.  That  was  jeered  at  by  the 
Minister  as  if  it  was  some  romaooe.  Now,  in 
the  statement  by  Mr.  Allport,  which  the  Pre- 
mier wishes  to  Tay  on  the  table,  and  which  be 
quoted  from  in  support  of  his  position,  this 
Btatement  is  made  : — 

'*  Thill  is  the  history  of  the  matter  up  to  the 
date  I  told  you  of  what  I  knew.  On  that  mom^ 
ing  I  fiund,  on  going  out  of  your  office,  where 
I  bad  been  with  the  papers,  Captain  Allman 
had  asked  Mr.  Grix  to  give  him  Jones's  papers, 
and  I  then  thought  that  he  probably  wished  to 
destroy  them,  and,  as  I  hnd  not  heard  that  the 
Premier  had  seen  Von  Schoen,  I  considered 
that  I  wa«  justified  in  telling  you,  as  1  did." 

Then,  further  than  that,  ift  Mr.  Allport's 
defence  of  his  own  action,  which  I  maintain  it 
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was  the  duty  of  the  Minister  to  place  before 
the  House  wben  he  was  quoting  from  the  doou- 
menc.  This  is  what  Mr.  Allport  says  in  defenoe 
of  his  own  action : — 

"  I  admit  that  I  made  a  mistake  in  giving 
Von  Schoen  the  promise  that  I  did,  and  I 
should  not  have  done  so  had  I  known  at  ihe 
time  the  nature  of  the  information  he  waa 
about  to  eommunir^ate ;  but,  having  given  it,  I 
ft- It  that  ic  wou  d  be  a  disoreditahl«  thing  if  I 
broke  my  promise,  and  in  consequence,  nmoh 
as  it  v(  as  against  my  own  peace  of  mind,  I  felt 
bound  to  keep  it  until  1  got  an  opportunity  of 
being  released  fr  m  ic.  Ac  the  same  time  I  did 
wltac  I  could  to  keep  the  evidence  intact  by 
initialing  each  examination-paper  on  the  bock" 
— and  this  is  where  the  true  crime  came  in — 
"and  locking  them  up  to  prevent  chrir  b  ing, 
abs  raoted  or  tamper  a  ^ich.  I  may  add  thas, 
if  I  had  decided  to  te'J  you  what  I  knew  aseooii 
as  the  information  i»a8  givpn  to  me,  Capiain 
Allman  ^ouli  have  no  doubt  denied  its  tm^h 
—  as  he  did,  later  on  —  and  Von  Schoen 
might  a^so  have  denied  that  he  had  told 
me  anything,  as  at  that  time  he  was  very 
emphatic  that  he  was  not  at  the  time  pre- 
pared to  go  further ;  in  which  case,  having  no 
other  evidence  than  my  own  v^ord,  I  m*ght 
have  been  considered  a  fabricator  of  the  stace- 
ment  for  the  purpose  of  injuring  Captaiii  All- 
man." 

I  thank  the  Minister  for  giving  me  the  op- 
por  unity  of  placing  that  defenoe  on  record. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  (Grey).— Mr.  Speaker,  ae 
one  who  hae  not  been  present  to  listen  to  wba^ 
has  been  said  regarding  the  matter  while  the 
qneetioU  wae  under  consideration  in  the  no- 
confidence  debate,  I  approach  it  without  having 
made  up  my  mind  one  way  or  the  other ;  but  I 
feel,  with  other  honourable  members,  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  Ministers  to  lay  upon  the  table 
every  piece  or  atom  of  oorrespondenoe  that  hae 
taken  place  with  regard  to  this  matter,  and  I 
have  yet  to  learn  that  anything  has  been  eaid 
or  dotie  from  which  it  mav  be  inferred  that  any 
Minister  has  declined  to  do  90.  I  believe  ihia 
disoussioa  which  is  now  going  on  might  be 
shortened  in  a  moment  by  me  Premier  getting 
up  and  stating  that  at  a  certaiit  flsced  date-  a 
convenient  date,  like  he  has  been  asked  to  ^ 
and  has  fixed  on  formes  ooeaeion»— he  would 
lay* upon  the  table  copies  of  any  correepondenoe. 
The  Minister  is  simply  complying  with  what  tha 
Standing  Orders  require  him  to  oomplv  with — 
that  is,  to  lay  upon  the  table  the  eztraots  from 
the  correspondence  that  he*  ueed  in  making  hia 
defence  or  his  address  before  this*  House.  Tha 
person  who  prepares  a  speech,  as  membera 
must  know,  doee  not,  for  the-  purpose  of  making 
his  speech,  read  the  whole  of  the  oorvespond- 
ence  with  which  he  is  dealing.  He  joet  pioka 
out  those  extracts  that  he  thinks  are  neoeseaiy 
to  be  quoted  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
his  arguments  upon  the  question.  And  tbat^ie 
all  I  understand  the  Minister  of  Marine  did 
during  the  debate  that  has  recently  taken 
place  ;  and,  therefore,  he  is  simply  complying 
with  the  Standing  Orders  in  laying  those  ex- 
tracts which   he  quoted  on   the  table  of  tha 
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Hoim.   As  far  as  I  know,  the  House  itself  has 
DOl  by  reaoloiioo  expressed  an  opinion  that  the 
Rit  of  (be  correspondence,  or  an?  of  it,  should 
ia  iftid  on  ihe  table ;  but  I  do  say,  as  a  repre- 
KDtative  of  the  people,  and  as  a  representative 
Chamber,  we  bsfe  the  right  to  geb  tne  whole  of 
this  correspoDdence  laid  before  us,  so  as  to  form 
«D  opinioD  upon  the  conduot  and  aotions  of 
tbose  persons  who  are  involved  in  this  irans 
vim.   We  are  no(  going  to  accept  the  opinions 
«( a  Royal  Commission  or  of  a  Commiuee ;  be- 
cause «e  are  just  as  capable,  after  persuing  the 
oomspoodenre,  of  forming  our  opinions  on  the 
ADM  ion  as  the  members  of  any  Commission. 
I  ibereioie  a-^k,-  as  I  bettr  i  he  Premier  has 
ttidtbatbe  is  in  favour  of  having  the  vwhole  of 
tb«e  docnmenis  laid  on   the  table. — that  he 
iboaid  simply  state  that  on  a  cerian  date-- 
ay,  on  next  Tuesday— he  will  lay  the  whole 
thmg  on  the  table,  and  members  can  then  looic 
tbioDgh  it  for  themselves. 
Kr.  RAWLIliS    ( ruapeka).— Mr.    Speaker, 
tbe  honourable  member    for    the  Grey  (Mr. 
Qtoimefls)  ought  to  have  voted  for  the  amend- 
But  the  other  night,  after  what  he  has  just 
iiid,votbeefleat  that  this  House  ought  to  have 
kid  the  papers  placed  before  them  before  they 
VHKNnt  to  the  Royal  Commission.    That  is 
vkit  the  Opposiiion  wished    to   be  done   in 
■0114  tbs  amesdmeni  which  they  did.    Had 
tbs  iMDoarable  gentleman   been  here  during 
tto  debate,  he  would  have  seen  how  he  baa 
iholately  strengthened  our   bands   and    im- 
|BT«i  the  posit  ton  that  the  Opposition  took 
110s  the  question  of  the  amendment  to  the 
Mm  in  Reply.    Now,  I  have  not  been  in 
(m  Home,  8ir»  for  the  number  of  years  that 
iMc  honourable  gentlemen  have  who  have 
W  addressing  you,  but  I  want  to  state  this : 
M I  ha?e  watohed  with  (he  greatest  interest 
« letion  of  the  Premier  of  this  oolony  and 
[ilUi  Vinistry  in  connection  «ith  anything 
Bhthey  have  brought  before  ihe  country 
voiad  affect  the  vitality  and  the   life  of 
IBMiat  MinUtry,    and   I   am   perfectly 
k  d^'^  if   wo  are    not   to   have   acoess 
i  ^  w  papeca  —  U   we  allow  the  o«se  to 
t|  ^^fa»  tnis    R'>yal    Commission    witbeufc 
g^Wt  the  detdkils  and  agreeing  upon  them 
iPJ>>taqd  to  see  where  we  are  going— we  shall 
ytooo^faom  the  truth,  as  the  unfortunate 
^yttee  was  m  Uie  case  of  the  Bank  of  New 
2^   Now,  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
Plli»inen  who  are  most  interested  in  this 

R-CapiaiaB  Jones  and  Allman.— it  seeme 
^  'roiB  what  I  hear,  that  there  is  a  sort  of 
P><pnoy  amoogpt  certain  people  in  Welling- 
P  to  try  and  bring  pressure  fao  near  to  prevent 

g"*^e  getting  the  evidence  that  they  oould 
if  they  were  indemnified.  The  honour- 
Beabec  for  Duiiedlu  City  (Mr.  Millar) 
P  oa  the  A8!«ajmoce  that  Captain  Jones  is 
IN  to  give  the  truth.  How  do  we  know  that 
iNu  Jones  will  appear?  Did  he  apieax, 
**>  be  should  have  done,  the  other  day  in 
i^jopreme  Courfe?  And,  I  ask,  how  are  we 
^^ Hie  true  story  of  the  envelope  given  to  Cap- 
KiAUiDan  before  the  Commission  ?  I  say  we  are 
"^i&g  the  Qovemment  to  draw  us  into  a  net 


in  reference  to  this  matter,  unless  beforehand  we 
have  the  whole  of  the  evidence  and  the  neces- 
sary papers  placed  b  fore  the  House,  and  have 
the  ooporlunity  of  discissing  them  before  they 
go  b  fore  that  Commission.  Now,  this  is  the 
first  lime  I  have  htard  of  a  lithograph  of  the 
famous  envelope.  It  appears  ihat  the  Minister 
of  Marine  has  shown  it  to  diflfermt  peo}>l  ,  but 
I  have  not  seen  ic.  Has  it  not  now  Oden  made 
public  propeny  ?  Would  it  surprise  you  very 
much,  Sir,  when  the  »vidence  is  v^ant  d  before 
the  Commission  to  find  the  Hon.  the  Miniscer  of 
Marine  sayin?, "  I  am  not  going  to  give  evid*-nce 
before  this  Commission"  ?  It  is  quite  c.>mpe- 
tenc  for  any  ninn  to  say  thar,  if  he  feels  he  may 
inci  iminate  himself ;  and  he  may  not  come  up  10 
give  evidence,  and  until  we  have  the  whole  of 
these  papers  nefore  us  we  do  icnow  what  evi- 
dence may  be  given.  What,  Sir,  is  the  object  of 
putting  these  papers  on  the  table  ?  They  are 
not  put  there  with  the  intention  of  asniating 
this  House  in  elucidating  the  mystery  of  the 
Maiine  scandal ;  they  are  not  put  there  to  help 
us,  you  may  depend.  They  are  put  there  for  the 
assistaooe  of  that  side  of  the  House,  and  for  no 
other  reason.  These  papers,  as  far  as  I  under- 
stand, are  only  those  that  weie  quoted  here  the 
other  day  by  the  Minister  of  Marine,  and  no- 
thing else.  Therefore  I  shall  support  the 
amendment  moved  hy  the  honourable  the 
junior  member  for  Chris^ohurch  City,  and  I 
shall  support  my  honourable  friend  the  member 
for  Qrey  in  his  propo^^cJ  that  the  whole  of  the 
papers  be  placed  before  us,  and  that  we  have 
full  possession  of  copies  oi  them  for  our  con- 
sideration before  anything  is  placed  before  the 
Royal  Commisi»ion. 

Mr.  FISHSR  (Wellington  City).— I  am  sorry 
to  have  to  rise  agiin,  because  I  am  desirous  of 
economizing  the  time  of  the  House.  Being  a 
good-natnri-d  man,  I  think  it  is  due  to  mystlf 
to  m^ke  a  few  remarks,  as  ic  appears  to  be  the 
wish  of  the  House  to  exhaust  the  afternoon  in 
useless  discussion.  But,  first,  I  want  to  make 
one  remark  iu  answer  to  an  observation  that 
fell  from  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
City  (Mr.  Crowther).  He  and  others  have  said 
that  a  copy  of  the  lithograph  of  this  celebrated 
envelope  was  not  sent  to  them.  Well,  X,  like 
the  honourable  member  for  Caversham,  had 
no  copy  of  the  envelope  sent  to  me.  But  I 
happened  to  be  in  the  office  of  the  Minister  of 
Marine  one  day,  and  he  snowed  me  the  enve- 
lope. I  went  there  to  impart  oertaiu  informa- 
tion which  was  not  in  the  posstssioii  of  the 
Government,  because  I  deem  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  a  trua  and  loyal  supporter  of  the  Liberal 
party  to  put  in  the  possession  of  Mini^ttrs  any 
information  they  have  not  got,  and  not  to  pro- 
claim their  weaknesses— or  crimes,  as  they  are 
called — ^from  the  house-tops.  The  gentlemen 
who  do  that  ought  to  be  ostrsc  zed  from  the 
party.  Now,  Sir,  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  Cicy  (Mr.  Smith)  wanted  to  know 
why  I  was  not  present  at  the  end  of  lant  session, 
during  the  discu4»>ion  of  the  estimates.  My 
antiwer  is,  that  I  did  not  mi>«s  one  day  through- 
out the  whole  of  last  session.  I  spoke  on  all 
important  matters  that  came  before  the  House, 
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ftnd  I  voted  in  twenty  five  di^moDB  more  tban 
my  colleagu>*,  Mr.  Dubbie.  Well,  now,  I  again 
blame  Miuitters  for  their  complacency  in 
endeavouring  to  meet  every  demand  of  hononr- 
able  gentlemen  of  the  Oppof'iiioD.  The  Go- 
vernment were  not  asked  to  place  these  pap<*rH 
on  the  table.  They  put  them  there  thinking 
they  would  furnitth  the  members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition with  information  which  they  desired  to 
have.  And  because  they  do  that,  here  again 
the  whcle  afternoon  is  to  be  wasted.  Sir,  they 
will  probably  remember  the  old  nursery 
rhyme : — 

Old  Mother  Hubbard  went  to  the  cupboard. 

To  get  her  p-K>r  doggie  a  bone, 
Buc  when  she  got  there  the  cupboard  was  bare, 

▲nd  so  the  poor  doggie  got  none. 

I  wish  to  heaven  the  Ministertat  cupboards 
were  bare,  and  that  they  would  not  throw  down 
bones  here  to  be  snarled  over  every  afternoon. 
There  is  another  view  of  this  matter  to  be  taken, 
and  that  is  that,  although  I  occasionally  indulge 
in  a  little  badinage,  X  widh  to  point  out  that 
there  is  a  serious  view  of  it  to  be  taken.  Whilst 
we  are  wasting  time  this  afternoon,  it  is  bemg 
wasted  to  the  great  injury  of  the  electors  of  the 
City  of  Wellington.  The  aim,  it  appears  to  me, 
is  to  block  the  motion  for  the  issue  of  a  writ 
for  the  election  of  a  member  for  this  city.  For 
.  Q  that  will  be  the  effect.  It  is  ingenious 
perhaps,  but  it  la  very  unjust  to  the 
people  of  this  city,  who  are  anxious  that  the 
election  should  be  proceeded  with  as  expedi- 
tiously as  possible.  We  are  one  member  short 
in  the  representation  of  this  city.  Through  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  J.  Hutobeson,  we  have  only 
two  representatives  instead  of  three,  and  there 
ought  to  be  some  consideration  for  the  people 
of  the  electorate,  and  albo  for  those  gentlemen 
who  are  candidates. 

Mr.  SPEAKUU.— You  can  discuss  that  mat- 
ter presen'lv,  but  not  now. 

Mr.  FISHKR.— Weil,  I  say  that  the  honour- 
able the  Minister  of  Marine  has  strictly  com- 
p  ied  with  the  rule  and  cus'om  of  this  House. 
In  fact,  what  he  has  done  is  m  stiict  conformity 
with  our  Standing  Orders.  As  the  Premier 
said  just  now,  if,  after  the  delivery  of  his 
speech,  the  Mini^t'  r  of  Marine  had  laid  the 
papers  on  the  table,  there  could  have  been  no 
discussion  upon  them.  But  his  papers  became 
confused  while  he  wan  speaking,  and  probably 
he  was  a  little  excited  himself,  or  he  had  not 
time  to  make  a  fair  copy.  Well,  he  has  made 
a  fair  copy,  and  laid  it  on  the  table,  and  what 
more  dues  the  Hou^e  desire?  There  are  the 
papers,  and  what  more  does  the  House  want? 
1  cannot  come  to  any  other  conclusion  than 
that  the  object  of  wasting  the  time  of  the 
Hou^e  in  this  manner  is  to  prevent  the  writ 
from  being  issu*  d  which  will  enable  the  vacancy 
for  the  Citv  of  Wellington  to  be  filled. 

Mr.  LANG  (Waikato). — I  merely  wish  to  say 
tk  word  in  protest  against  the  practice  which 
has  grown  up  of  circulating  Bills  and  other 
papers  amongst  some  members,  and  withhold- 
mg  them  from  members  of  the  Opposition. 
We  have  also  kno^n  of  cases  where  Bills  or 
papers  have  been  issued  to  people  outside  this 

Mr,  Fi$her 


House,  which  were  never  furnished  to  mem- 
bers of  the  House.     The  honoarable  member 
who  has  ju»4t  sat  down  stated  tbat  no  one  had 
fi^kf-d  that  these  papers  shouH  be  laid  oo  thf 
table.    Owing  to  the  honourable  member  not 
being  present  at  the  time,  he  does  not  know 
that  members  have  asked   that  the  papen 
should  bejaid  on  the  table  of  the  Hoase.   "Hie 
leader  of  the  Opposition  himself  aoked  tbat 
this  should  be  done.    But  I  rose  chiefly  tony 
that  it  appears  to  me  that  Minit-ters  are  tskiw 
up  a  most  extrnordinary  positi(«n  with  regsra 
to  this  Marine  scandal,  for,  instead  of  givinf 
every  possible  information  in  the  matter,  tbi 
particulars  have  to    be    dragged  from  tfaeo 
piecemeal.    I  maintain  that  it  was  the  datyof 
Ministers  to  lay  every  particular  be/ore  the 
House  as  soon  as  the  Hou^e  met,  and  it  teenw 
to  me  that  the  action  of  Ministers  in  this  re- 
spect is  not  that  which  is  usually  adopted  by 
people  who  have  nothing  to  hide. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington  City).-Sir,  tha 
remiarks  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Waikato  are  very  much  from  the  point  of  viev 
I  wished  to  place  before  the  House.    While  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Grey  mvs  tha((he 
papers  have  never  been  refused,  I  maintain  tbit 
they  have  been  refused,  for,  although  there «ii 
no  formal  motion  ma<^e,  they  were  asked  for  by 
the  leader  fromfthe  Opposition  beDchea.  Bat 
that  is  scarcely  the  most  important  feators.  Ifi 
a  case  where  a  Minister's  personal  hmoarb 
concerned,  there  ought  to  be  no  retiatsoe  is 
laying  all   information  upon  the  table  of  the 
HouM  at  once.    The  withholding  of  papenvtd 
the  fullest  information  cannot   be  otber«iie 
regarded  than  as  tacit  adminsion  of  goilt.  The 
only  possible  conclusion  is  that,  butforthefiet 
that  these  papers  are  too  oondemnatory  of  the 
conduct  of  Minister*!,  they  would  at  once  bate 
been  laid  on  the  table  when  asked  for.  f!^ 
Premier  stated  that  we  must  wait  for  theie* 
port    of    the    Royal    Commission   before  «t 
are    entitled     to    the    papers.    But,   Sir,  «e 
are  a  higher  body  than  any  Royal  Gommiaooa, 
ai<d  wo'^have  no  right  to  be  told  that  in  ^ 
deliberations  we  must  wait  upon  a  Ro)al  God- 
mission.     As  for  tr,e  excuse  that  these  pep^ 
are  not  ready,  and  tbat  there  is  not  liaW 
prepare  them,  the  House  has  been  in  ibm*<>° 
a  fortnight,  and  there  has  been  ample  litse to 
c 'pv  them.     If  Ministers  have  failed  to  bam 
them  copied,  then  they  can  only  be  vithboldiog 
information  intentionally  and   for  a  puipe<>r 
and  that  rurpone  is  that  they  wish  to  t'^W^''^ 
informa'ion.    The    information    can  onij  he 
placed  before  the  Commission  piecemeal  ^IB 
by  the  time  it  is  dis^los(>d  the  interest  io  w 
matter  in  this  House  and  the  opportunity  ^ 
act  will  have  passed  away.    As  to  tbefinoi^f 
of  the   Royal   Commissi'^n,  it  will  be  of  i» 
value.    The  only  thing  of  value  will  be  tbee«- 
denoe  tV>at  may  be  placed  before  it,  and  eras 
that  will  fall  short  of  elucidating  ^^^-^ 
Another  fea'.ure  in  connection  with  it  ia  t^ 
mentioned    by    the    honourable    member  W 
Chris  church  City  (Mr.  Taylor).    If  the  Mi  i»- 
ter    wished    to    have    the    matter  thoxoogbiy 
probed,  he  would  take  steps  to  have  thsse  laeB 
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indemnified.  Up  to  the  present  the  whole  ques- 
tioD  bu  been  played  wibh  by  the  nonappear- 
aoee  of  tbtse  three  men  before  the  Courts  of 
Um  colony.  There  seemed  to  be  a  good  deal  of 
eonniTaDce  in  their  attitude  and  absence — 
tbere  seems  to  have  existed  a  s^rt  of  eonf-piracy 
that  tbese  people  should  not  give  evidence  in 
tkfl  Courts  of  the  colony.  The  Minister's  plain 
doty  DOW  is  to  see  that  these  witnesses  are  free 
to  give  full  evidence  before  the  Commission. 
Ko  one  else  can  do  so,  and,  if  Ministers  fail  to 
let,  it  ii  only  that  they  dare  not  loose  the 
toDgQM  of  these  men  to  enable  them  to  give 
IhefMts  to  the  country ;  and  if  they  do  not  get 
tttstiDdemnitv  before  the  sitting  of  the  Com- 
miiiioD,  it  roust  be  Ministers'  intention  to 
iQpprvMtbe  information  they  alone'can  give  at 
tlwiDqairy.  There  is  only  one  more  matter  I 
viiii  to  toQch  on.  My  oolleagne,  the  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fisher),  stated  that 
bi  had  been  present  m  the  House  last  session 
It  twenty-five  more  divisions  than  I  had. 
Well,  Sir.  I  am  suroiised. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  thought  it  would  surprise 
yon,  and  a  great  many  others  outside  this  House. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— It  did  surprise  me  very 
OQob.  My  colleague  may  be  in  bis  place  or 
sot,  and  I  do  not  interfere  or  remark  upon  him. 
But  18  be  chooses  without  provocation  to  in- 
Mitnte  Buch  a  comparison,  let  me  say  I  waa 
bere  every  day,  and  every  night  up  to  mid- 
Bigbt,  and  frequently  long  after  when  the 
Home  aat,  while  the  honourable  gentleman 
appeared  only  on  rare  cccasioiiS  in  the  Hoase. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— He  was  at  Otaki. 

Mr. DUTUIE.— Probably;  then  his  house  is 
Qoitedoee  to  these  buildings,  and  the  Whips 
ire  able  to  send  for  biro  for  divisions.  But 
compared  to  the  attendance  I  gave,  the  honour- 
able gentlrman  was  eoarcely  ever  in  the  House, 
bntdorii  g  part  of  the  time,  as  suggested,  he  was, 
I  lUf pou,  at  Otaki.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
nao  Jets  me  alone,  I  never  interfere  with  him 
por  «itb  any  of  my  colleagues,  but  I  do  not 
intend  to  havA  my  conduct  falsely  represented 
before  my  constituents  bv  mv  colleague. 

Mr.  CARNCROSS  (Taieri)'— 1  only  rise.  Sir, 
to  correct  a  false  impression  which  the  Oppo- 
rit^on  evidently  devire  to  send  abroad,  that 
Uinieteis  are  in  the  habit  of  supplying  certain 
weoments  to  their  own  supporters  and  with- 
holding them  fn  m  their  opponents.  Now,  what 
u  the  nature  of  tbis  wretched  document  which 
MS  been  referred  to  so  often  this  afternoon  ?  A 
nieerable  envelope  containing  five  words.  It 
B  true  that  some  of  us  have  seen  that  envelope. 
I  mye^U,  haf  pening  to  meet  the  Minister,  asked 
bin  if  he  bad  a  copy  of  it ;  and  I  have  not  the 
lightest  doubt  that  if  any  member  of  the 
HoDie^either  a  Governmant  supporter  or  an 
Oppositionist— had  asked  him,  the  Minister 
ivonld  have  been  only  too  glad  to  have  banded 
bim  a  copy  of  it,  to  show  what  a  harmless 
Jottoment  it  was;  and  I  have  no  doubt  the 
milter  will  lay  it  on  the  table  at  the  proper 
j||iD«.  Every  newspaper  throughout  the  colony 
bae  published  the  five  words  written  on  that 
Avelope,  and  now  we  have  the  insioaation  cast 
vp  that  the  members  on  the  Qovemment  side 


have  access  to  some  documents  which  are 
sealed  from  other  members  of  the  House.  It 
is  most  unfair  tl^at  such  an  accusation  should 
be  formulated.  The  time  of  the  House  i*  being 
wasted  in  an  effort  to  make  the  country  believe 
that  this  document  has  been  sealed  from  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House,  and  I  v^ish  the 
country  to  know  that  the  document  referred  to 
is  simply  an  envelope  bearing  a  few  words  which 
have  been  printed  in  every  newspaper  in  New 
Zealand. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Pa^ea).  —  Just  one 
word  on  the  subject  of  the  indemniry.  Some 
honour  able  member  8  suppose  that  an  indemnity 
Would  save  a  v^i'ness  fiom  the  cons- qu  noes  of 
perjuty.  That  is  never  heard  of.  Further,  an 
indemnity  against  the  penal  co'' sequences  of 
givinic  evidence  that  may  incriminate  the  ^it- 
ness  is  only  given  under  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
usually  upon  a  certificate  of  the  Court  that  the 
witness  has  made  a  full  disciveiy  of  a'l  the 
facts  within  his  knowledge.  Such  a  provision 
is  contained  in  our  Elecions  Pniitions  Act. 
Acts  for  the  purpose  of  affording  ind  nmiiy  in 
special  cases  have  been  passed  by  the  Imperial 
Pailiament  from  time  to  time,  generally  in  the 
case  of  inquiri  s  before  parliamentary  Com- 
mittees. The  necessity  for  indemnity  to  wit- 
nesses is  almost  certain  to  be  required  before 
the  Commission  that  is  to  open  next  week. 
Possibly  Ministers  are  waiting  till  the  circum- 
stanc'S  arise  for  a  Bill  of  indemnity  before 
they  introduce  one.  That  might  be  reason- 
able weie  we  not  a«a'-e  that  one  of  the 
ma  erial  witnesses  to  be  called  before  the  in- 
quiry has  already  claimed  the  protec  ion  of  the 
bupreme  Court  against  answering  any  ques  ions 
which  may  incriminate  him.  If  Minis. ers  are 
wailing  for  the  objection  to  be  raised,  1  trust 
they  v^ ill  be  very  prompt  in  mee'ing  (he  objeo- 
tion.  It  seems  to  me  almost  inevi'able  that 
such  a  Bill  will  have  to  be  passed  if  the  inquiry 
is  to  he  a  full  one.  I  wish  also  to  say  one  word 
as  to  the  documents  produced  by  the  Minister 
of  Marine  this  afiemoon.  They  are  not  what 
the  Minister  read  tho  other  night  in  the  course 
of  the  no-confidence  debate.  There  is  more  in 
the  documents,  as  s  aed  by  the  member  for 
Palmers 'on,  than  was  read  by  the  Minister,  and 
conseqneu'Iy  the  papers  are  not  what  they  were 
represented  to  be,  and  in  tha;  respenf,  perhaps, 
are  not  objeo  ionable,  except  i  ha  ,  being  more, 
they  are  not  all  the  documents  on  the  file  as  to 
the  mat  tor  under  revie«v.  The  point  I  wish  to 
emphasize  is  this :  the  member  for  the  Thames 
said  that  what  the  Minister  proposed  to  do 
would  meet  the  con'ention  of  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  as  raised  the  other  day.  He  is  mis- 
taken in  that.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition 
was  emphatic  in  his  contention  thatnoi  exirao  s 
only  should  be  laid  on  the  table,  but  the  whole 
of  the  documents  from  which  the  Minister  had 
read  a  part. 

An  Hon.  Membbr— It  is  all  there. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— No;  all  the  docu- 
ments  are  not  there.  In  the  fir«c  place,  the 
envelope  with  the  m-  morandum  c>f  instructions 
is  not  there ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  the  second 
statement  of  Captain  Allman  is  not  there ;  and» 
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in  the  third .  place,  the  statement  of  Captain 
Jones  is  not  there.  What  lia^  been  prodnced 
is  only  a  portion  of  the  documents  relating 
to  the  examination  of  Jones.  What  the  lender 
Of  the  Opposition  wanted  was  that  the  whole  of 
the  file  fr<  m  whioh  the  Minister  had  made 
certain  extritcts  should  be  available  for  the 
inspection  of  the  House.  And  suraly  that  is 
only  conmion -sense.  A  Minister  or  a  member 
might  give  only  Ruch  part  as  appeared  desiiable 
for  his  purpose  iu  debate,  but  another  member 
might  desire  to  quote  some  other  clause  or 
passage  which  would  throw  a  different  light  on 
the  subject.  I  trust  the  suggeHtion  of  the  Pre- 
mier will  be  adopted,  and  that  both  motion  and 
amendment  will  be  withdrawn,  and  the  papers 
laid  on  the  table  in  their  entirety  on  Tuesday 
next.  I  quite  agree  with  the  member  for 
Wtllingtou  City  (Mr.  Dulfaie)  in  saying  wa 
should  not  have  these  papers  at  seoood  hand 
from  any  other  tribunal,  ef*pecial)y  from  a  Com- 
mission  which  has  not  been  set  up  by  this 
Uouse,  but  arpart-nly  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
stricting discussion  in  Parliament.  As  for  the 
remarks  of  the  other  member  for  Wellington 
Oily  (Mr.  Fi-her),  that  t)  is  discussion  will 
d'*)ay  the  issue  of  the  writ  for  the  vacancy  in 
Wellington  City,  I  Would  ask  the  electors  of 
Wellinijton  to  note  who  has  been  stonewalling 
most  this  afternoon.  I  trost  the  diseussion 
will  not  pospone  the  issue  of  tbe  writ;  bat,  if 
it  has  that  effect,  then  the  delay  will  be  entirely 
traceable  to  the  action  of  Ministers  in  bringing 
down  what  was  sure  to  be  a  eontentiuus  subject, 
and  in  the  adm>tWrdiy  obAtractive  taocies  of 
their  supporter,  Mr.  Fisher.  Ministers  had  n 
warning  the  other  afternoon  when  the  Police 
Beport  was  laid  on  ^e  iab'«,  when  She  whole 
afternoon  was  taken  up  in  discussing  the  Police 
Conmiission,  and,  simi  arly^  tfapy  might  h«ve 
aniiiipat4^d  what  has  happ  ned  t<»>day:  thai 
some  time  was  sore  to  be  taken  up  in  referring 
to  the  mu'  i  ated  character  of  the  docimients 
now  before  the  Houae.  I  trust.  Sir,  they  will 
be  withd'awn. 

Mr.  Sl&DDON  (Premier).—.!  h«ve  hitherto 
refrained  from  taking  any  part  in  the  debate 
upon  this  Marine  matter,  whioh  has  been 
taken  hold  of  and  used  by  certain  scandal- 
mongers in  the  colony  with  a  view  of  injuring 
the  Government,  and  I  ha^e  refrained  lor  this 
reason :  1  take  it  that  it  is  not  wise  for  mem" 
hers  of  the  House  to  find  fault  with  Ministers 
of  the  Grown  for  having  done  their  duty,  and 
to  endeavour  to  do  what  has  been  attempted 
and  what  has  been  accentaated  1^  the  action 
of  the  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie).  That  honourable  gentleaiatt  sdys  the 
personal  honour  of  Ministers  is  involved.  I 
tell  him,  and  I  tell  t^ia  House  and  the  country, 
that  our  honour  is  not  involved  in  the  slightest. 
I  say  that  Ministers  of  the  Crown  have  done 
their  duty  in  what  was  a  most  unpleasant 
matter,  and  I  question  very  much  if  many 
Miuisters  who  have  been  on  these  benches 
would  have  done  their  duty  as  we  have  done. 

Mr.  PIRANT.^Hfar,  hear. 

Mr.  SEDDON.-Yes;  I  question  if  they 
would  have  done  their  duty  aa  we  have 
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done  ours ;  and  we  are  now  told  that  cor  per- 
sonal honour  is  ioTolved.  Sir,  I  bnrl  the 
charge  back  at  the  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Duthie),  and  I  say  our  bonoar  is  not 
in  the  slightest  involved ;  and  when  theqnettion 
comes  before  the  Houne  I  shall  declioe  to  isy 
a  word,  but  allow  the  House  to  come  to  a  ood- 
elusion  without  speaking.  If  the  years  of  ter 
vice  1  have  given  to  the  country,  and  the  high 
position  I  hold,  count  for  so  little  to  membert 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  and  if  that  ii 
the  view  they  take  of  me,  I  treat  their  view 
vnth  scorn  and  contempt — yes,  with  absolnti 
scorn  and  contempt.  We  are  blamed  by  tbe 
honourable  member  for  Patea  tor  the  ooatM 
we  have  taken  in  laying  these  papen  oo  the 
table  of  the  House  this  afternoon.  WeU,  btn 
in  May's  "  Parliam*-ntary  Practiee"  if  the 
authority  under  which  my  eoUiegae  bii 
acted:— 

"  Aootber  rule,  or  principle  of  debate,  tDt) 
be  here  added.  A  Minister  of  the  Crown iiiMrt 
likely  to  read  or  quote  from  a  despatch  or  othff 
State  pap^r  not  before  the  House  unlew  be  h 
pcnpaM  to  lay  it  upon  th«  table." 

An  Hon.  Mbkbeb.— YeS';  the  whde  of  i(- 
not  an  extract. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— Sir,  I  have  yet  to  lean  thil 
a  file  of  papers  is  included  in  the  word  **i» 

Ctoh."  My  colleagQe  is  now  found  fault  «)ti 
nauee,  instead  of  giving  a  portion  of  sbmoo- 
raodvm  written  by  Mr.  Allport,  he  ii  pifciag 
tbe  whole  of  that  memorandum,  in  aeeomnM 
with  precedent,  cm  the  table  of  tbeBw< 
That  is  what  members  are  flndhig  fsalt  ^ 
this  afternoon.  The*  ie  what  the  meisbci  te 
Palmerston  found  fault  with,  for  bac  be  uA 
said  there  were  some  porti<riis  of  the  memoni- 
dum.whieh  were  net  read  by  the  MioisMr« 
Marine.  I  admit,  Sir,  that,  acaording  W^ 
ruling  the  other  day.  It  is  only  that  whieb ' 
read  to  the  Honse  that  can  be  laid  eo  IbettMj 
That  was  your  ruling,  Sir,  when  the  lesder  a 
the  Oppostiion  raised  the  qaeetioo,  aod  toM 
extent  therefore  then  has  besm  Bn  ^>*^^^^ 
not  a  curtailing,  of  the  information  vhioi 
members  desire : — 

"  This  restraint  is  similar,"— the  satboa^ 
goes  on  to  say,—**  to  that  role  of  erideoe*  ^ 
Courts  of  law,  which  prevents  coumel  Ni 
deing  documents  whioh  have  not  beei?^ 
duced  in  evidence.  The  principle  is  to  w^ 
able  that  it  has  not  been  contested ;  asd  «hii 
i&xe  objection  has  heeo  made  in  time,  it  bai 
been  generally  acquiesced  in.  It  has  slM  ■"'^ 
admitted  that  a  docnment  which  haf  bM 
cited  onght  to  be  laid  u^n  the  table  d  tM 
Hoose»  il  tt  can  be  done  without  injoiy  to  w 
public  interests." 

Now,  why  has  this  debater  been  bronghfe  of 
this  afternoon?  For  no  other  reason  tmn" 
prejudice  some  one  particular  man  «bo  hif 
been  already  punished.  I  cannot  r^er  topw 
debates,  but  I  say  the  whole  course  thik  btf 
been  taken  has  been  un-British  and  uninsoi^ 
An  attempt  has  been  made,  by  quotii^g  a^ 
this  document  this  afternoon,  to  show  tbsttM 
late  Nautical  Adviser,  in  asking  for  some  p4^ 
did  so  because  he  wished  to  destroy  thorn*  < 
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My  the  member  for  Palmereton  »nd  the  mem- 
ber for  Cbrietohuroh  Oity  have  bad  do  other 
objeot  than  to  show  that  a  man  who  hae  no 
o^rttmity  of  defending  himself  asked  for  these 
(looomeDtB  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  them. 
I  do  not  want  lo  be  drawn  into  saying  any- 
thing ss  regards  any  member  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
Tioe,  but  Mr.  Allport  had  no  speoifio  authority 
for  the  assampiioti  whioh  he   committed  to 
writiDg :  according  to  bis  own  showing,  he  had 
no  more  authority  for  it  than  that  Captain  All- 
man  oame  into  the  Marine  Office  and  asked  Mr 
Gtiz  for  the  Jones  pitpers.    Is  it  fair  to  assume 
sad  put  on  record  that  a  man  holding  the 
pmtion  he  did  as  Nautical  Adviser  was  asking 
for  papers  for  ihe  purpose  of  destroying  them  ? 
AU  I  oan  aay  is,  "  Evil  be  to  those  who  evil 
ttuBk."    What  ground  had  Mr  Allport  to  come 
to  the  oonciusion  he  did  ?    It  is  not  unreason- 
able to  believe  that  Captain   Allman,  in  the 
esBoutioD  of  his  duty  as  Nautical  Adviser,  re- 
qnirsd  those  papers.  He  asked  openly  forthemi 
ud  his  so  doing  is  evidence  as  to  his  bona  fidet 
in  Rfpeot  to  those  particular  papers.     And 
where  does  this  suspicion  as  to  his  wanting 
themtb  destroy  them  come  from?    From  an 
oflioer  who  admits  in  this  document  itself  that 
hsiisd— from  the  beginning  of  the  year  until 
Novtmber,  mark  you — been  in  possession  of 
infotmation  given  by  Captain  Von  Schoen  that 
then  had  bean  fraud  in  respect  to  examina- 
tions.   Now,   he  was  practically  the  head  of 
the  department,   and  he  kept  the  informa- 
tion   from    the    official    head.      The   official 
head   was  Mr.  Qlasgow,  and  the  Ministerial 
hssd  was  Mr.  Hall*  Jones.     He  kept  it  to  him- 
mM  from  February  till  November.    He  says 
that  at  one  time  during  the  interval  Captain 
AUman  aaked  for  these  papers,  but  that  he 
mfosed  them  because  he  believed  he  wanted  to 
destroy  them. 

Mr. a.  HUTCHISON.— He  doesnot  say  that ; 
he  aays,  *'  in  case  they  might  be  destroyed." 

Mr.  SBDDON. — So  that  no  injustice  may  be 
dQoe,perhapB  1  had  better  read  the  document : — 
"In  response  to  your  request  for  an  explana- 
tkNiol  my  reasons  for  not  ioforming  you  sooner 
of  the  information  whioh  Captain  Von  Schoen 
gave  me  regarding  the  alleged  improper  passing 
of  Captains  Jones,  Bendall,  and  McLellan,  I 
hsm  to  state  that  when  Captain  Von  Schoen,  in 
the  oourse  of  conversation  in  my  office,  alleged 
that  the  mode  of  conducting  the  examinations 
in  Wellington  was  getting  worse,  I  asked  him 
ia  what  way,  and,  after  some  hesitation,  he 
add  that  he  would  show  me  there  were  good 
gnnmds  for  bis  allegation  if  I  would  take  the 
information  as  confidential  and  treat  it  as  such. 
is  it  did  not  strike  me  at  the  time  that  the  in- 
formation which  he  intended  to  give  wa<i  of  the 
nature  that  it  turned  out  to  be,  I  said  that  I 
wwAd  treat  what  he  said  as  confidential ;  and 
he  then  went  away  and  brought  some  papers 
and  a  book.  He  then  told  me  of  the  part  he 
had  taken  in  connection  with  the  preparation 
of  the  papers  for  Jones,  and  that  he  had  Bup- 
pUed  Osrptain  Allman  with  a  copy  of  the  com- 
paai  deviation- work  whioh  was  in  his  book,  and 
which  he  believed  had  been  given  to  Captains 
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Bendall  and  McLellan  to  copy  from  when  they 
went  up  for  examination.    He  left  the  papers 
and  book  vrith  me,  so  that  I  might  compare 
them  with  the  examinatipn-papera  and  satisfy 
myself  whether  euoh  was  the  case  or  not.    After 
he  had  left  I  compared  the  work;  and  ^b^n 
he  had  come  for  the  documents  he  asked  me 
whether  he  was  not  correct.    I  said  that  I  was 
sorry,  to  say  that  I  believed  he  was.     I  also  said 
that  as  I  promised  to  treat  the  information  as 
confidential,  I  should  feel,  in  honour  bound, 
compellrd  to  do  so,  but  that  I  considered  that 
he  should  agree  to  its  being  communicated  to 
the  Secretary   of    the    Department.    This  he 
would  not  agree  to,  giving  as  his  main  reason 
that  he   would  never  do  anything  that  would 
injure  Jones,  who   had  been  a    pupil  of  his. 
On    different    occasions,    when     I    saw    him 
afterwards,  I  endeavoured  to  get  him  either  to 
communicate  the  information  to  the  Qovem- 
ment,    or   to    release   me   from    the  promise 
to  keep  it  confidential,  but  without  success. 
As  soon  as  I   read  the  statements  made  in 
the  House    by  Mr.  Hutoheeon,  I  knew   that 
Von  Schoen  must  have  supplied  them  to  him ; 
and  then  I  saw  him  and  told  him  that,  as  he 
had  done  ro,  he  must  either  communicate  what 
he  knew  to  the  Q<)vemment,  or  I  should  con- 
sider myself  released  from  the  promise  which  I 
had  given  him,  and  inform  the  department  of 
what  I  knew.    Ho  promiRcd  to  tlimk  it  over, 
and  the  next  day  he  informed  me  that  he  had 
informed  Mr.  Hutohesop  that  he  was  willing  to 
see  the  Premier  and  communicate  the  informa- 
tion to  him,  but  he  repeated  that  he  would  not 
furnish  proof  of  Jones's  case  without  a  promise 
that  his  certificate  should  not  be  interfered 
with.     Shortly  afterwards  he  saw  me  and  told 
me  that  Mr.  Hutcheson  had  seen  the  Premier, 
who  was  willing  to  receive  the  information 
from  him  without  touching  Jones,  whose  name 
had  not,  however,  he  said,  been  mentioned  to 
the  Premier,  but  only  his  case  referred  to,  and 
that  he  was  expecting  to  be  sent  for  any  day. 
This  is  the  history  of  the  matter  up  to  date. 
I  told  you  of  what  I  knew.    On  that  morning 
I  found,  on  going  out  of  your  office,  where  I 

had  been  with  papers,  that  Captain had 

asked  Mr.  Grix  to  give  him  Jones's  papers,  and 
as  I  then  thought  that  he  probably  wished  to 
destroy  them,  and  as  I  had  not  heard  that  the 
Premier  had  seen  Von  Schoen,  I  considered 
that  I  was  justified  in  telling  you  what  I  did. 

**  I  admit  that  I  made  a  mistake  in  giving 
Von  Schoen  the  promise  that  I  did.  and  should 
not  have  done  so  had  I  known  at  the  time  the 
naturs  of  the  in  formation  he  was  about  to  com- 
municate ;  but,  having  given  it,  I  felt  that  I 
should  do  a  discreditable  thing  if  I  broke  it, 
and,  in  consequence,  much  as  it  was  against 
my  own  peace  of  mind,  I  felt  bound  to  keep  it 
until  I  got  an  opportunity  of  being  released 
from  it.  At  the  same  time,  I  did  what  I  could 
to  keep  the  evidence  intact  by  initialling  ehch 
examination-paper  on  the  back,  and  lookili|^ 
them  up  to  prevent  their  being  abstraot^d*^ 
tampered  with. 

"  I  may  add  that,  if  I  had  decided  to  tell  ^tl 
what  I  knew  as  soon  as  the  information  vnd 
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ffiven  to  me,  Captain  Allmaa  would  have  denied 
Its  truth,  and  Von  Schoen  might  also  have 
denied  that  he  told  me  anything,  as  at  that  time 
he  was  very  emphatic  that  he  was  not  at  the 
time  prepared  to  go  further,  in  which  case, 
having  no  other  evidence  than  my  own  word,  I 
might  have  heen  considered  the  fabricator  of 
statements  for  the  purpose  of  injuring  Oaptain 
AUman." 

.  Q^     Signed,    George    Allpori.     And  mark 

•*^-  the  date,  2Ist  December,  1898.  Now, 
why  does  he  initial  the  backs  of  these  papers 
in  November,  1898?  Why  did  he  not  distrust 
Captain  Allman  from  February  to  November? 
Wny  does  he  suspect  Captain  Allman  for  the 
first  time  at  this  da^e  ? 

Mr.  PIRANI.— No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  say,  Yes.  I  would  like  to 
know  how  the  member  for  Palmerston  knew 
Mr.  Allport  initialled  tliese  papers  ? 

Mr.  PIRANI.—- The  documents  show  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— How  do  you  know  that? 
I  may  tell  the  honourable  member  that  I 
ought  to  know  better  than  he;  and,  from 
memory,  my  recollection  is  that  they  were 
not  marked  until  after  Mr.  John  Hutoheson's 
speech.  Now,  Sir,  what  is  my  minute  on 
this — the  refercDce  to  Mr.  Jones,  and  the 
promise  that,  so  Yon  Schoen  states,  I  had 
given  Jones  that  he  should  not  be  touched.  He 
TVon  Schoen)  lied  absolutely,  and  I  will  piove 
It  to  the  House  forthwith.  This  statement 
that  Yon  Schoen  makes  to  Allport  is  a  pure 
fabrication,  and  I  shall  prove  it  from  no  less  an 
authority  than  Mr.  John  Hatcheson  himself. 
I  rely  upon  this  :— 

**  This  is  pure  fabrication  on  the  part  of  Von 
Schoen ;  or  he  has  been  misinformed.  Mr. 
Jones's  name  was  not  mentioned,  nor  was  any- 
thing whatever  said  about  certificates  or  the 
interfering  therewith.  I  obtained  from  Mr. 
Hutcheson  the  name  of  bis  informant,  and  said 
I  would  send  for  him.  On  consideration  I 
altered  my  mind,  and  from  what  has  taken 

flaoe  it  is  a  good  job  I  did,  as  I  have  asked  Mr. 
Tutoheson  to  give  me  his  recollection  of  what 
transpired  at  ihe  interview." 

Mr.  Q.  HUTCHESON.-^What  is  the  date 
of  that  minute  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  26th  December,  1898. 
Now,  thin  is  what  I  said  to  Mr.  John  Hutohe- 
■on : — 

*•  Premier's  Office,  Wellington, 
26th  December,  1898. 

**  Dear  Sir, — During  the  investigation  in 
respect  to  the  examination  of  masters  and 
mates,  and  which  you  referred  to  in  your 
speech  in  the  House,  one  of  the  officers  has 
znade  the  following  statement : — 

''That  Captain  Von  Schoen  had  seen  him 
during  the  session,  and  had  told  him  that  Mr. 
Hutcheson,  M.H.R,  had  seen  the  Premier, 
who  was  willing  to  receive  the  information  from 
Captain  Von  Schoen  without  touching  Jones, 
whose  name  had  not,  however,  Von  Schoen 
said,  been  mentioned  to  the  Premier. 

"  Seeing  that  I  gave  no  such  promise  as  to 
Jones,  or  as  to  any  other  person  who  had  ob- 
tained oertiflcates— in  fact,  so  far  as  I  can  recol- 
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leot,  the  question  of  certificates  or  intexfednf 
therewith  was  never  mentioned — will  you  kindly 
oblige  by  giving  me  your  recollection  of  what 
took  place  at  the  interview. — Yours,  &c,, 

*'R.  J.  Sbddov. 
"  John  Hutcheson,  Esq.,  M.H.R., 
Wellington." 

To  this  Mr.  Hutcheson  replied  as  follows  :— 
"  Boulcott  Street,  27th  December,  189B. 

"Dear  Sir, — Your  memorandum  bearing 
yesterday's  date  came  to  hand  this  evening. 
While  asking  me  for  my  recollection  as  to  what 
took  place  at  a  certain  interview,  yon  say,  *In 
fact,  so  far  as  I  can  recollect,  the  qnestion  oi 
certificates  or  interfering  therewith  was  nefv 
mentioned.*  I  also  am  bound  to  state  tkit,  to 
the  best  of  my  belief,  such  subject  was  nevor 
mentioned.  And,  further,  I  can  positiirelj 
assure  you  that  I  never  made  each  statament 
to  Captain  Von  Schoen,  as  here  again,  so  far  •■ 
I  can  recollect,  the  qnestion  of  certificates  wm 
not  mentioned  between  us.  Von  Schoen,  wkilt 
expressing  the  greatest  solicitude  for  his  disnt^ 
seemed  to  rely  for  safety  on  being  able  to  pn- 
serve  his  incognito,  and  even  until  this  day  hi 
has  not  disclosed  the  name  to  me. 

"  I  only  discovered  some  few  days  ago  tin 
identity  of  the  man  in  question,  and  while  I 
regret  to  find  he  is  one  who  I  have  alwayi  re- 
garded as  a  friend,  yet  I  am  in  honour  and  da^ 
bound  to  repeat  that  indemnity  waa  not  asked 
for  by  me  nor  offered  by  you,  nor  did  I  lesd 
Captain  Von  Schoen  to  believe  such  was  ao.— 
I  am,  dkc, 

"John  Hutchssok. 

"  Bight  Hon.  B.  J.  Seddon,  Premier." 

There  is  the  statement  of  Mr.  Allport,  when 
I  will  believe ;  and  therefore  I  say  1  must,  from 
the  lips  of  Mr.  Hutcheson  and  from  his  wiittn 
statement,  convict  Von  Schoen  of  having  lied 
to  Mr.  Allport.  ^ow,  Sir,  I  come  to  this:  In 
whose  interest  is  this  endeavour  now  being 
made  to  burke  the  inquiry  ? 

Hon.  Membsrs. — Burke  the  inquiry  7 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes,  to  burke  the  inqaizy-' 
I  say  that  is  the  proper  term  to  apply.  W* 
have  the  asRurance  that  Captain  Jones  will  jois 
evidence ;  we  have  lUso  the  assurance  that  ftp- 
tain  Allxnan  will  give  evidence. 

Hon.  Meubbrs. — Who  said  so? 

Mr.  SEDD0N.--1  say  there  is  that  aMa^ 
ance. 

Hon.  Mrhbbbs.— To  whom  was  the  sanr- 
ance  given  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— 1  have  it  from  memban  ol 
the  House,  and  also  from  another  authentis 
source,  that  Captain  Allman  intends  togivesvi- 
dehce  before  this  Commission 

An  Hon.  Mkmbbr. — If  indemnified. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  has  not  a  word  bees 
said  about  indemnity.  Sir,  it  would  appear  to 
me  that  some  honourable  members  in  thii 
House  wish  to  cause  these  witnesses  to  dreiA 
the  result  of  giving  evidence,  and  that  is  vhy 
they  are  raising  this  question  of  giving  an  in- 
demnity. Surely,  Sir,  when  the  Boyal  GoBh 
mission  notifies  these  witnesses  to  attend,  sni 
they  refuse  to  attend  or  refuse  to  give  evidcne^ 
then  will  be  the  time  to  raise  the  point 
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Mr.  DUTHIE.— Too  ]ate. 

Kr.  8EDD0N.— How  is  it  too  late  ? 

lir.  DUTHI£.— Too  late  to  get  legislation 
Uirongh. 

Mr.  SEODON.— I  do  not  think  so  ;  quite  the 
reverse.  The  question  is,  however,  will  the 
point  ever  be  raised  or  not  ?  Is  there  any  rea- 
»Q  to  anticipate  that  it  will  be  raised  ?  Now, 
where  does  all  this  come  from?  I  will  tell 
joa  where  it  comes  from.  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  all  this  points  to  the  same 
mftQ  who,  it  is  said,  has  been  the  chief  cause 
of  this  trouble — the  arch-conspirator,  if  you 
like  to  call  him,  the  friend  and  prompter  of 
tlie  member  for  Palmerston,  the  friend  and 
prompter  of  the  member  for  Wellington  City 
(iit,J.  Hutcheson) — he,  in  my  opinion,  is  at 
<he  bottom  of  it.  I  say,  where  is  the  informa- 
tion  coming  from  ?  Do  they  wish  me  to  be- 
lisve  they  have  seen  official  documents,  and  are 
^noting  from  copies  of  our  State  documents? 
Do  they  wish  me  to  believe  that,  and  thereby 
cast  a  reflection  upon  our  own  officers  in  the 
Marine  Department  ?  No ;  I  do  not  think  so. 
I  hope  it  18  not  so.  Then,  where  have  those 
^mnents  which  have  been  referred  to  by  the 
member  for  Palmerston  come  from  ?  My  own 
<]pinion  is  that  they  have  been  copied  from  the 
departmental  documents  by  Von  Sohoen,  and 
by  bim  shown  to  these  honourable  gentlemen ; 
ttid  it  is,  I  believe,  in  the  interests  of  Von 
Sohoen  that  all  this  debate  in  the  House  and 
sD  this  fear  respecting  an  indemnity  has  been 
nised.    8B^C' 

Hon.  Mbicbbb^. — No,  no  I 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  may  be  wrong.  I  do  not 
wish,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  to  prejudice  the 
position  of  either  Captain  Von  Schoen,  Captain 
Ailman,  Mr.  All  port,  or  the  officers  of  the  de- 
partment ;  but  I  am  not  going  to  sit  in  this 
House  and  allow  these  statements  to  be  made, 
and  to  go  broadcast  through  the  country  and 
have  them  cause  a  false  impression,  without 
doing  what  I  conceive  my  duty  in  the  interests 
of  this  House,  and  in  the  interests  of  this  coun- 
try, and  in  the  interests  of  the  Civil  Service  of 
wM  conntry. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Why  did  you  not  do  it  in 
the  debate  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.~I  have  told  you  why  I  did 
not  speak  in  the  debate.  That  was  a  motion  of 
no-confidence  in  us,  because  we  set  up  a  Boyal 
Commission  to  inquire  into  this  affair,  instead 
of  allowing  it  to  come  before  a  Committee  of 
this  House.  That  debate  I  cannot  refer  to. 
That  debate  fully  justifies  the  course  the 
Qovemment  took ;  and  if  that  is  all,  after  so 
many  years,  you  oan  bring  against  the  Adminis- 
tration— that  they  elected  to  take  a  Royal 
OommisBion  instead  of  a  prejudiced,  biassed, 
snd,  I  was  going  to  say,  corruptly  constituted 
Oommittee  of  this  House 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— Corrupt  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Well,  with  men  on  a  Com- 
mittee  with  bias  such  as  have  been  disclosed, 
the  formation  of  it  would  be  corrupt. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — You  would  have  the 
majority  of  them. 

Mr.   fiEDDON.— No;   the  majority  of  the 


country  and  of  this  House  are  those  who  are 
pure.  The  corruption  is  on  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House.  Those  who  are  ever  think- - 
ing  evil  of  others  cannot  be  perfect  themselves. 
That  is  what  I  say.  But,  Sir,  I  wish  to  put. 
this  before  the  House:  that  as  regards  these 
papers  there  oan  be  no  delay.  They  must  be 
at  the  command  of  the  Boyal  Commission.  To 
say,  as  one  member  has  just  now  said,  that 
they  would  be  detained,  or  that  they  would 
not  be  at  the  command  of  the  Commission, 
is  not  right.  I  say  the  Royal  Commission  has 
power  to  send  for  all  papers  and  for  all  per- 
sons. The  whole  of  those  papers  will  be  laid 
before  the  Commission.  There  are  some 
papers  that  have  never  yet  been  brought 
before  you.  I  shall  have  to  show  you  very 
shortly  and  demonstrate  this  fact  to  you :  that 
for  this  position  as  Nautical  Adviser  there 
were  two  gentlemen  recommended — Captain^ 
Marshall  and  Captain  Von  Schoen.  They  were 
the  two  competitors  with  Captain  Ailman. 
Captain  Von  Schoen  boasted  that  he  had  passed 
five  hundred  odd  candidates  through  ;  and  he 
has  passed  a  large  number  of  candidates  through, 
I  believe,  even  since  that.  On  these  papers  it 
is  shown  that  Captain  Bendall  is  one  of  thoee 
who  gave  Von  Schoen  a  testimonial  when  seek* 
ing  the  position  of  Nautical  Adviser.  Well, 
Sir,  those  testimonials  are  on  other  papers. 
When  I  asked  the  other  day  where  those  papen 
were,  I  was  told  they  had  been  returned  to 
Captain  Von  Schoen,  and  that  some  of  them 
were  copies.  Now,  I  wish  to  do  justice  to 
Captain  Bendall,  though  suspicion  haa 
been  aroused  against  him.  This  goes  forth 
to  the  world,  and  Mr.  AIlport*8  suspicion 
may  not  be  well-founded.  Von  Sohoen'a 
statements  having  been  proved  false  by 
me  from  Mr.  John  Hutcheson,  they  may  be 
false  as  regards  Captain  Bendall,  who  holds 
a  very  high  position  in  this  colony,  and  hag 
held  very  high  positions;  and  I  say,  if  yoa 
place  papers  on  the  table  which  reflect  on  these 
men,  and  no  opportunity  is  given — as  will  be 
given  by  the  Royal  Commission— to  refute 
them,  then  I  unhesitatingly  say  the  wises 
course  will  be  as  we  suggest — to  allow  the 
Commission  to  go  on  with  its  inquiry  as  re- 
gards the  whole  of  the  papers,  not  only  in  con* 
nection  with  this  but  also  in  ooxmection  with 
further  interference,  and  not  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  at  all,  but  where  Major 
Douglas,  Sir  Arthur  Douglas,  and  their  effi- 
ciency and  integrity  have  been  assailed,  and 
where  Captain  Edwin's  integrity  and  effioienoy 
have  been  assailed. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — By  himself. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— And  assailed  at  the  same 
time  with  the  other  examiners.  I  say  it  is 
also  necessary  for  these  papers  to  be  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  House,  and  until  we  have 
these  papers  I  ask  the  suspension  of  judgment 
in  respect  to  these  officers  and  these  captains. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  rise  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  The  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Mr.  Fisher)  suggested  that  I 
should,  and  I  always  like  to  follow  good  advice. 
The  Premier  stated    just   now   that  in    my 


872 


Ifonna  Department 


[HOUBB.] 


Papers. 


[July  T 


apeeobes  I  bad  used  copies  of  official  doon- 
nMnta  got  from  Captain  Von  Sohoen.  I  do 
not  like  a  man  who  ib  under  the  charges  which 
the  Premier  made  to-day  to  labour  under  more 
sanpicion  than  necessary,  and  I  say,  in  all  the 
remarks  I  haye  made  in  reference  to  this  case, 
not  one  of  them  has  come  from  copies  o(  official 
documents  or  statements  made  by  Captain  Von 
Sthoen, 

Mr.  SBDDON.—I  hope  I    am  not  misin- 
formed.    When  I    stated  wbat    I    did  as  to  I 
Captain  Von  Schoen  and  the  honourable  mem-  ' 
ber  for  Palmerston,  I  was  referring  to  a  Bill  | 
introduced    at   the  request   of  Captain    Von 
Sohoen,  and  it  was  the  member  for  Palmer- 
ston   who    asked    a    question    of   Mr.    Ward 
whether  the  Government  would  go  on  with 
that  Bill.      The  honourable  member  says  he 
Beyer  spoke  to  him  on  the  subject,  and  never 
asked  bim.    I  accept  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's denial,  and  withdraw  the  statement. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— I  never  said  anything  in  my 
explanation  of  the  nature  as  stated  by  the  Pre- 
mier. What  I  said  just  now,  and  what  I  re- 
peat, was  that  no  copies  of  official  documents, 
and  no  infoimation  in  reference  to  official  docu- 
ments used  in  my  speeches,  came  to  i^e  from 
Captain  Von  Schoen.  As  far  as  questions 
asked  by  me  in  the  House  are  concerned,  1  am 
qpiite  able  to  put  them  without  the  Premier's 
permission,  and  I  have  not  to  justify  them  to 
him. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  understood  the  request  was 
this:  the  member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr. 
Smith)  spoke  to  me  and  said  that  he  agreed 
with  my  suggestion  that  the  amendment  and 
the  motion  should  be  withdrawn.  In  that  case 
I  will  ask  my  colleague  to  agree  to  that  course. 

An  Hon.  Msmbsb. — When  will  the  papers 
be  laid  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  I  should  say  we  shall 
have  those  papers  on  the  table  of  the  House 
within  a  fortnight.  In  the  first  place,  I 
say  there  are  three  big  files  of  papers. 
We  do  not  wish,  Sir,  to  keep  the  papers 
from  the  House  or  from  the  country,  because 
it  is  on  these  papers  that  the  proof  exists 
which  will  entirely  dispel  the  allegations 
that  have  been  made.  As  far  as  the  Govern- 
ment is  concerned,  the  papers  are  open  to  the 
world,  and  when  members  have  seen  them,  and 
the  country  is  in  full  possession  of  all  the 
information,  you  will  really  wonder  why  there 
has  been  so  much  feeling  or  so  much  said 
against  myself  and  my  colleague,  the  Minister 
of  Marine.  I  agree  to  the  suggestion  that  the 
motion  and  amendment  shall  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Do  I  understand  that  Cap- 
tain AUman's  second  statement  has  been  filed 
in  the  Supreme  Court  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.--The  papers  would  not  be 
aomplete  without  it. 

Amendment  withdrawn,  and  original  motion 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— As  the  papers  the 
Premier  quoted  from  are  entirely  new,  will  they 
be  laid  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes ;  I  wiU  do  so  at  once. 
The  ones  I  read  are  Mr.  Allport's  memorandum, 
Mr.  Pirani 


my  minute  on  it,  my  letter  to  Mr.  John  Hutolie- 
son,  and  his  replv. 
Papers  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

CITY   OP  WELLINGTON  ELECTORATE: 
ISSUE   OP  WRIT. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved.  That  Mr.  Sueeker 
be  directed  to  issue  his  warrant  to  the  Cleik  of 
the  Writs  to  make  out  a  new  writ  for  the 
election  of  a  member  of  the  House  of  BefKe* 
sentatives  for  the  Electoral  District  of  City  of 
Wellington,  in  the  room  of  John  Huteheson^ 
Esq.,  resigned. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington  City).— I  made  a 
suggestion  yesterday  which  I  think  was  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  community.  I  nndeistood 
that  the  original  intention  of  the  Premier  was 
that  the  issue  of  the  writ  should  be  delayed 
till  Tuesday  next.  It  was  explained  by  hiia 
that  this  delay  need  make  no  difference  in  the 
date  of  the  election.  That  being  the  case,  while 
I  deprecate  any  delay  in  the  election  of  a  ooW 
league  for  Wellington  City,  yet  I  am  satisM 
that  a  large  number  of  people  will  be  disfrui- 
chised  if  a  writ  is  issued  at  once.  I  know  that 
because  a  number  of  people  have  called  upon  ns 
— people  who  had  failed  to  register  their  votsL 
To  suddenly  issue  the  writ,  and  thus  dose  tte 
roll,  will  mean  that  many  people  will  be  nnaUs 
to  exercise  the  franchise  at  the  coming  elee- 
tion.  The  Premier  explained  that  the  delay  litt 
Tuesday  will  make  no  difference  as  Car  as  die 
date  of  the  election  is  conoemed.  I  hope,  the» 
fore,  he  will  adhere  to  his  original  intention— 
namely,  that  the  writ  shall  b^  issined  on  Tnaa* 
day,  giving  the  people  the  extra  time  to  plsM 
their  names  on  the  roll.  Numbers  of  peofils 
have  come  of  age  since  the  last  election,  am 
others,  through  neglect,  have  omitted  to  plaflt 
their  names  on  the  roll,  so  that,  if  the  issos  of 
the  writ  is  delayed  till  Tuesday,  large  numben 
of  persons  will  register  to-morrow  and  Mondif . 
This  is  an  election  in  a  large  oentre,  wh«e 
ever)rbody  can  be  reached  quickly,  and  thoe 
should  therefore  be  no  further  delay,  as  arim 
in  a  scattered  district.  I  think  it  will  be  m 
the  interests  of  all  that  the  writ  ahooJd  bs 
issued  on  Tuesday.  I  will  not  take  on  myietf 
to  move  an  amendment  to  the  motion  mmA 
by  the  Premier,  but  I  will  ask  the  honomsUe 
gentleman  to  adhere  to  his  expressed  intentisa 
when  he  waited  on  the  leader  of  the  Oppositisa 
— namely,  that  the  writ  should  not  be  issael 
before  Tuesday. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wellington  City).— A  fft^. 
weight  of  responsibility  has  fallen  upon  ■% 
I    being  now   the    senior   member  for  W«U 
lington  City.     I  must  dissent  from  some  il 
the    remarks    which    were   made    yesteri^Tl 
by  my  colleague,  Mr.  Duthie.    Ha  asked 
the  issue  of  the  writ  should  not  be  undiJF 
hastened.    He  also  implied — rightly  or 
— that  the  Government  had  employed 
to  put  electors  on  the  roll  who  were 
nised  Government  supporters.    That  is  a 


unjust  insinuation.    The  Registrar  is  ^|^ 
son  who  makes  the  appointmenta.    The  9t*'l 
vernment  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  «M 
the  appointments.    All  they  do  it  to  aotbcfl^l 
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ih«  piymfot  of  the  money  feo  pay  the  men. 
Ba(  kbece  is  another  side  to  the  shield.     We  on 
«iir  side  of  polities  in  this  oity  have  positive 
4iidwM  that  the  party  to  whioh  the  honour- 
4bk  member    (Mr.   Dathie)    helongs  employ 
ipadal  oanvaasers    to    go    round    among   the 
feople  of  the  city  for  the  purpoee  of  placing 
Ihar  names  on  the  roll. 
Mr.  DUTHIE.—Perfeotly  inaocurate. 
Er.  FISHEB.— I  must  aooept  the  honoor- 
iUe  gentleman's  statement  that  it  is  inaccn- 
ESto,  but  I  say  in  answer  that  I  am  positive 
my  statement  is  qiute  aoourate.    I  repeat  that 
we  hsve  absolute  proof  that  these  men  go  round 
the  streets  of  this  oity  when  an  election  is  ap- 
jnsehing ;  they  fill  up  electoral  claims  for  per- 
Mos  whom  they  know  to  he  supporters  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  then  destroy  them.    The  claims 
JMier  reach  the  Registrar.    We  have  positive 
proof  that  at  the  last  hy-eleetion  these  agents  of 
tbe  Gcnserrative  party  took  the  names  of  at 
least  two  hundred  persons  of  our  party,  and 
these  claims  were  destroyed.     We  know  they 
irere  destroyed,  because,  when  these  persons 
went  to  tbe  polling-booth  to  record  their  votes, 
tiiey  found  that  their  names  were  not  on  the 
roll.    Then   we  asked  them,    **Did  you  take 
pains  to  see  that  your  names  were  properly 
filled  in  on  the  paper?*'    "Yes,**  they  said: 
^  persons  oazne  round  with  electoral  claims  and 
inserted  our  names ;  we  signed,  and  acted  in  the 
foil  belief  that  our  names  would  appear  on  the 
electoral  roll."    In  consequence  of  that  loss 
of  two  hundred   votes,  and    for   some  other 
seasons  which   I  shall  allude  to   on  another 
occasion,    we    lost    that    election.    We    will 
Ue    care    that    that    is    not    repeated.     I 
-supported    the   suggestion  of  the  Premier  to 
iet  tbe  printing  in  four  contracts,  in  order  that 
the  rolls  may  be  ready  at  tbe  earliest  possible 
moment.    The  speedy  production  of  the  rolls 
will  be  satisfactory  to  Parliament  and  to  the 
people  of  the  city.    If  this  course  be  adopted, 
ihe  Government  will  not  be  open  to  the  con- 
-ilant  accusation  that  they  are '  delaying  the 
election — because  if  they  miss  one  single  step, 
if  they  leave  a  single  loophole,  they  will  be 
•teeused  of  delaying  this  election,  while  at  the 
'•ame  time  wa  know,  from  the  action  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  taken,   that  he  wishes  to 
bring  on  the  election  without  delay,  so  that 
Wellington  shall  be  fuUy  represented  in  this 
Hoase.    It  has  a  claim  to  be  fully  represented 
hue,  and  I  think  the  Government  would  be 
greatly  to  blame  if  they  accepted  the  saggestion 
of  the  honourable  gentleman.    I  hope,  there- 
fore, the  honourable  gentleman  will  divide  the 
««>ntcact  for  the  printing  of  the  rolls,  that  the 
mit  will  issue  to-morrow,  and  that  the  election 
irlU  take  place  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

Hr.  SJSDDON  (Premier).— I  have  carefully 
•nisiderad  the  position  since  yesterday.  The 
^erk  of  Writs  desires  to  get  the  rolls  complete 
and  in  the  hands  of  the  electors  within  a 
vsasonable  time  before  the  election  takes  place. 
He  suggested — ^and  that  suggestion  has  been 
aorroborated  by  the  senior  member  for  Welling- 
tan  Oity — that  there  should  be  a  subdivision  of 
Ahe  printing  of  the  rolls^    We  find  they  can  be 


got  out  at  least  three  days  sooner  than  they 
would  otherwise  have  been  issuedir  That  would 
make  up  for  the  three  days — Saturday,  Sunday, 
and  Monday.  I  think  it  is  a  very  grave  matter 
to  have  a  city  like  Wellington  disfranchised 
for  a  month,  and  that  during  (he  most  import- 
ant time  of  the  session.  What  has  led  to  that 
I  shall  not  refer  to — it  would  be  out  of  place. 
Bat  there  is  no  doubt  that,  according  to  our 
Standing  Orders,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
Aot,  it  is  laid  down  that  when  the  House  is  in 
session  the  writ  shall  be  issued  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  do  not  think  there  can  be  any 
doubt  as  to  the  intention  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  that  respect.  If  the  House  had 
been  sitting  to-morrow,  I  should  have  agreed 
to  adjourn  this  question  till  to-morrow ; 
but,  as  we  are  not  sitting  to  morrow,  I  must 
perforce  move  the  resolution  to-day.  Now,  a 
good  deal  has  been  said  about  the  Government 
preparing  the  rolls,  and  authorising  expenditure 
to  have  the  rolls  in  as  complete  a  state  as  pos- 
sible. The  position  to-day  justifies  the  action 
of  the  Government.  Why,  if  that  had  not  been 
the  case,  you  would  have  had  five  thousand 
electors  disfranchised  in  the  Oity  of  Wellington. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.—There  are  hundreds  of  names 
not  on  the  roll. 

g  Q  Mr.  8BDD0N.— Very  weU,  then,  Sir. 
*  My  information  goes  to  show  that  some 
three  or  four  thousand  names  were  put  on  the 
roll  by  tbe  Begistrar  through  the  action  taken 
by  the  Government  in  authorising  him  to 
spend  a  certain  amount  of  money  in  seeing  that 
the  rolls  were  made  complete.  Had  it  not  been 
for  that  we  should  have  been  four  thousand 
worse  off.  If,  therefore,  as  is  alleged  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  there  are  other  names 
which  should  have  been  enrolled,  and  the  work 
is  not  as  complete  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  that 
is  a  still  further  argument— if  you  are  to  have 
the  voice  of  the  people  and  not  the  voice  of  the 
select  few — that  you  must  have  some  means  of 
placing  the  people  on  the  rolls.  Then,  from 
whom  do  we  get  the  precedent  ? 

An  Hon.  Mjembbb. — What  hinders  them  from 
plsM)ing  themselves  on  the  rolls  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  know  as  well  as  I  do, 
what  is  everybody's  business  is  no  one*s  busi- 
ness. You  know  yourself,  as  a  candidate  and 
as  a  member  of  this  House,  that  there  are  a 
very  large  number  of  people  who,  from  one 
cause  or  another,  do  not  take  the  trouble  to 
put  themselves  on  the  rolls.  I  will  give  you 
another  and  a  stronger  reason :  Through  the 
action  of  our  poll-clerks  and  Betuming  Officers 
there  are  thousands  of  people  in  this  colony 
who  voted  at  the  last  election  and  who  were 
struck  off  the  rolls.  Now,  there  are  complaints 
from  members  on  both  sides  of  the  House  on 
this  subject,  and  wherever  I  go  throughout  the 
country  there  is  seething  discontent  and  well- 
founded  grievance  on  the  part  of  people  who, 
having  voted  at  the  elections,  find  their  names 
struck  off  as  not  having  voted.  I  say  our  elec- 
toral law  in  that  respect  is  defective,  and  when 
that  fact  was  demonstrated  to  us  we  sent  a 
circular  to  the  Registrars  whioh  I  will  lay  on 
the  table  of  the  House,  as  also  kindred  circulaci 
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■ent  by  previoas  AdministrationB.  Yon  will 
aee  that  all  the  Government  did  was  to  autho- 
rise  BegiBtrars  to  appoint  persons  to  go  roand 
and  obtain  names,  and  assist  the  Registrars  in 
making  the  rolls  as  complete  as  possible. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — They  had  no  right  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Then  you  cannot  trust  your 
own  servants.    I  will  tell  the  honourable  mem- 
ber my  experience.    I  have  had  petitions  from 
one  place  where  the  complaint  was  that  the 
Begistrar,  who  was  Clerk  of  the  Court,  was  a 
Prohibitionist,  and  that  every  one  he  employed 
to  go    round  and  take  names  was  a  Prohi- 
bitionist,   and    amongst    them  was   his   own 
brother.    I  will  take  the  district  represented 
by  Mr.  Lang.    I  do  not  know  the  '*  colour " 
01  the  Registrar  there,  but  complaints  have 
reached  us  as  to  the  partial  manner  in  which 
the  work  was  done.    It  is  alleged  that  some  of 
the  men  appointed  to  do  this  work  were  Tories 
of  the  first  water,  and  amongst  those  who  had 
been  appointed  by  the  Registrar  to  perform 
this  function  was  a  gentleman  who  attended  a 
Liberal  candidate's  meeting,  and  did  his  best 
to  create  disorder.    And  yet  I  believe,  at  the 
time  this  took  place,  he  was  one  of  the  men 
appointed    by    the  Registrar   of   Electors   to 
obtain  these  signatures  to  the  electoral  forms 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  rolls  complete. 
I    believe,    taking  the  Registrars  throughout 
the   country,  75  per  cent,  of   them    are,    in 
politics,  opposed  to  the  present  Government ; 
out  we  rely  upon  them  being  faithful  to  the 
public  service,  and  not  to  allow  politics  or  their 
own  leanings  to  enter  into  this  matter  at  all. 
And,  as  I  have  said,  with  a  few  exceptiouB,  we 
are  satisfied  the  work  has  been  fairly  done.    No 
Civil  servant — I  say  this  on  the  floor  of  this 
House,  and  I  say  it  to  the  country — no  Civil 
servant  curries  favour  with  me  or  this  Govern- 
ment, if  he  is  partial.     The   man   that  will 
commend  himself  to  me,  as  hea.d  of  the  Govern- 
ment, is  the  man  who  fearlessly  and  faithfully 
performs  his  duty.    That  is  what  I  want,  and 
m  sending  out  these  circulars  to  the  Registrars 
we  reckoned  there  would  be  no  partiality  dis- 
played at  all,  but  that  they  would  simply  do 
their  duty  in  conformity  with  the  law.     1  ha>e 
been  asked  by  the  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Duthie)  under  what  law  we  did  it.    I  say 
we  did  it  under  the  electoral  law — the  same  law 
under  which  the  circular  I  am  about  to  read 
to  you  was  issued  in  1880.    I  think  you  will 
adimit  that  Sir  John  Hall,  as  far  as  constitu- 
tional practice  and  electoral    laws    are    con- 
cerned,  has  very  few   equals   in  this  colony, 
and  he  would  be  the  very  last  to  interfere  wich 
Registrars  of  Electors  unduly,  or  interfere  with 
them  at  all.    And  yet  what  do  we  find  ?    I  find 
that  on  the  3rd  May,  1880,  the  following  circu- 
lar was  sent  to  the  Registrars  of  Electors  :— 
"  Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Wellington,  8rd  May,  1880. 
'*  Sib,— I  have  the  honour,  by  direction  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  to  request  your  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  following  provision  to 
be  found  in  section  6  of  '  The  Registration  of 
Electors  Act,  1879  '  :— 

Mr.  Seddon 
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It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  Beg^tnyrto 
make  the  rolls  as  complete  as  possible,  and 
with  that  object  from  time  to  time  to  plaoe 
thereon,  or  add  thereto,  the  name  of  every  per- 
son of  whose  qualification  as  an  elector  he  ii 
satisfied ;  and  it  shall  further  be  his  duty  to 
assure  himself  of  the  right  of  every  man  to  havi 
his  name  retained  upon  the  roll.' 

"  I  am  to  impress  upon  you  that  this  pro* 
vision  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  wii 
clearly  intended  by  the  Legislature  to  ezpedita 
the  preparation  of  the  electoral  rolls,  and  to 
make  those  rolls  when  compiled  as  complete  M 
possible. 

"It  is  therefore  the  duty  of  each  Begiitart 
not  only  to  receive  such  applications  for  r^gia* 
tration  as  may  be  made  under  the  7th  dame, 
but  himself  to  place  on  the  roll  the  name  of  ereiy 
person  of  whose  qualification  he  has  any  menUt 
by  inquiry  through  the  police  or  otberwisa,  of 
satisfying  himself.  It  is  for  this,  conong  other 
reasons,  that  the  police  have  been  instructed 
to  afford  to  the  Registrars  every  assistanee  im 
their  power. 

"  You  will  bear  in  mind  that  Registrars  vii! 
not  have  fulfilled  their  duty  unless  they  have 
made  the  new  rolls  as  complete  and  at  tta 
same  time  as  accurate  e^s  possible. — I  have,  te.» 

"G.   S.  COOPEB." 

Was  the  late  Mr.  Cooper  a  gentleman  who» 
above  all  others,  would  exceed  his  piopet 
duty? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb. — ^That  is  not  the  same 
thing. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  the  same  law;  tiit 
same  wording  as  in  the  Act  of  to-day. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— That  is  not  hiring  people  t» 
go  about  as  you  are  doing. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  say  the  Registrars  were 
authorised  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  the 
police,  or  to  obtain  their  information  othe^ 
wise.    Mark  the  word  *'  otherwise." 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— There  was  no  money  to  do 
it  otherwise. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Will  you  say  there  was  ne 
payment  to  any  person  ? 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— You  have  shown  none. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  circular  is  there  te 
speak  for  itself,  and  I  say  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  see  that  every  person  is  on  the 
rolls. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— No,  no ;  that  is  a  man's  owb 
afiair. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  a  man's  own  affair  C 
That  is  your  dictum.  That  is  the  dictum  d 
the  Tories.  Yon  have  found  money  in  this 
City  of  Wellington  for  individuals  to  go  rooad 
from  house  to  house  and  obtain  signed  daima 
for  enrolment  from  them,  and  hundreds  of 
those  papers  never  reached  the  Regiairar  a4 
all.  The  people  have  been  deceived.  They 
have  reckoned  that  they  were  on  the  roll,  aoA 
when  they  went  to  vote  they  found  they  wait 
not  there. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— That  was  done  by  your 
side. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— My  information  is  to  the 
contrary.  Any  way,  I  do  not  care  on  what  aida 
it  has  been  done,  it  is  wrong.    I  say,  who 
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jra  going  to  trust  to  eee  that  every  perBon  is  on 
the  roU? 
Jffr.  SLIGO.— Trust  tke  people. 
Ibr.  8EDD0N.— You  refuse  to  trust  them : 
it  is  we  who  trust  them.    The  "  people,"  ac- 
•ozding  to  your  Dotion,  are  the  select  few  that 
jroa  pat  on  the  rolls.    Those  are  the  people  you 
wsnt  to  trust.    You  do  not  wish  to  trust  the 
great  mass  of  the  people.    That  is  why  you 
Opposition  gentlemen  are  sore  ahout  people 
bemg  pat  on  the  rolls.    I  suppose'  you  are 
DOW  awake  to  the  action  we  have  taken.    I 
lay  that  there  must  be  in  this  colony  from 
thirty  to  forty  thousand  people  put  on  the 
rolls  who  would  have  been  disfranohised  had 
it  not  been  for  the  action  taken  by  the  Govern* 
ment,  and  you  are  finding  fault  with  us  for 
gstting  the  rolls  ready.    We  never  know  what 
may  happen,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  rolls 
iboaid  be  oomplete  and  ready  for  eventualities. 
And  yet,  because  we  have  carried  out  the  wish 
of  the  Legislature — I  say  it  is  the  implied  in- 
tention of  your  electoral  laws  that  every  person 
should  be  on  the  roll  who  ia  entitled  to  be  there 
^we  have  been  found  fault  with  by  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  on  the  public  platform,  and 
oar  action  has  also  been  questioned  by   the 
bonoaiable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie).     I  say,  in  regard  to  the  manner  in 
wbioh  we  have  acted  it  has  been  done  clearly  in 
teoordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  electoral  lawfi. 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition  found  fault  with  us 
for  this.     I  am  sorry  the  honourable  gentleman 
is  not  here.    I  am  very  sorry  indeed,  and  as 
this  is  the  first  oceanion  on  which  I  have  had  to 
refer  to  him  since  he  wa9  called  away  I  take 
this  opportimity  of  saying  that  I  am  very  sorry 
indeed  for   the  affliction  under  whioh  he    is 
labouring— rnamely,  the  sickness  in  his  feunily.   I 
trust  the  course  that  has  been  taken  to  endea- 
voor  to  restore  his  son  to  perfect  health  may  be 
saccessfal.    I  have  no  doubt  but  that  every 
member  of  the  House  feels  very  much  indeed 
for  the  Hon.  Captain  Russell  and  his  family. 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition  made  a  complaint 
some  years  ago  as  to  the  action  of  a  Eegistrar 
of  Electors.    Now,  the    Registrar  of  Electors, 
St    that    time    was  the   Sergeant   of   Police, 
and  when  he  was  challenged  with  it  be  abso- 
tately   denied    the    charge  of    bias,    or    that 
he  had   made    a   partial  selection,  and  had 
selected  persons  inimical  to  the  member  for 
Hawke*s  Bay.    At  the  time  the  Sergeant  of 
Police  was  challenged  he  wrote  to  the  Govern- 
ment indignantly  denying  the  accusation.    As 
between  the  Hon.  Captain  Russell  and  the  Ser- 
geant of  Police,  it  may  have  been  that  the  per- 
sons so  selected  were  inimical  to  the  honourable 
gentleman ;   but  in  the  appointment  of  that 
officer  I  do  not  think  any  bias  was  shown,  nor 
was  any  bias  exhibited  in  the  carrying  out  of 
the  duties  of  the  office.    The  men  might  have 
been  partial  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  work. 
If  so,  I  say  the  fault  is  not  with  the  Govern- 
ment;   the  fault  lies  with   the   Sergeant    of 
Pohee  as  Registrar.     I  have  had  communi- 
cations from  four  or  five  electorates — and  I 
have  had  them  from  both  sides  of  the  House — 
and  under  the  ciroumstanoes,  taking  the  very 


large  number  of  Registrars  that  we  have,  and 
the  large  number  of  lersons  who  are  employed, 
on  the  whole  I  do  not  think  there  is  much 
reason  to  complain  of  favouritism  on  their 
part.  Take  the  case  that  occurred  in  Awa- 
rua.  When  it  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  Government  that  one  of  these  men  had 
Rctuflklly  taken  the  name  of  the  absent  son  of  a 
farmer,  and  had  advised  another  person  that  he 
could  sign  the  name  on  the  form,  and  stating 
that  he  saw  no  harm  in  doing  so,  we  at  once 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Registrar  in 
that  district  had  made  an  appointment  which 
did  not  reflect  very  well  upon  his  discernment. 
As  for  the  Government  taking  action  to  stop 
these  men  travelling  round,  I  say  we  had  very 
good  reason  for  sending  them  ;  but,  if  a  perfon 
goes  round  and  puts  people  on  the  roll  whose 
names  are  actually  on  the  roll,  I  think  it  is 
about  time  to  put  a  stop  to  it. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Why  not  instruct  the 
Registrar  to  prosecute  in  those  cases  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON. — When  we  have  a  statement 
that  a  wrong  has  been  perpetrated,  we  take  steps 
to  stop  it. 

An  Hon.  Mbmber. — There  are  plenty  of 
cases. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If  there  are  cases  of  that 
kind,  I  regret  it.  But  I  mus^,  in  conclusion, 
say  this :  that  you  cannot  depend  upon  the 
people  themselves  to  put  themselves  on  the  roll. 
You  will  find,  if  you  trust  to  the  electors  them- 
selves, that  30  per  cent,  of  them  would  be  dis- 
franchised. And  I  also  say  ihat  it  is  a  cause  of 
anxiety  to  every  candidate.  This  year  we  shall 
probably  be  sitting  uti  il  Ocober,  and,  while 
members  are  attending  to  their  parliamentary 
work  their  opponents  are  going  around  the  dis- 
tricts getting  people  to  put  tlieir  names  on  the 
rolls.  The  member  is  here  hard  at  work  in  the 
House,  and  when  be  goes  home  he  finds  the 
roll  prepared  and  a  who  e  host  of  his  sup- 
porters left  off  it.  Then  lie  has  to  go  to  work 
and  get  their  names  on  the  roll.  I  say  that  is 
whao  takes  place  at  pr<'sent ;  and  under  all  the 
circumstances,  insteaid  of  the  Government  being 
blamed,  they  ought  to  be  complimented  on  the 
fact  that,  within  fourteen  hours  of  a  vacancy 
occurring  In  regard  to  tlie  Wellington  seat,  our 
roll  is  in  a  complete  condi  ion.  As  I  said,  I  am 
very  sorry  if  there  are  any  p^TSons  who  are  not 
on  that  roll,  but  ii  is  through  no  fault  of  the 
Gk>vemment.  Of  course,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  see  that  the  large  number  of 
people  who  were  imoropeily  struck  off  the  toll 
after  the  last  election  were  properly  put  on 
again.  Then,  again,  just  take  this  last  by-elec- 
tion in  the  City  of  Wellington.  The  probabili- 
ties are  that  very  few  people  will  take  any  great 
amount  of  interest  in  ihis  by-election,  and 
what  will  be  the  resnl'.  ?  A  lot  cf  people  will 
not  vote  at  all.  That  is  my  opinion,  and  I  can 
venture  an  opinion  on  these  things,  as  well 
as  most  men.  My  o  pin  in  is,  that  the  result 
will  be  that  some  five  thous  vnd  or  six  thousand 
names  will  be  struck  off  the  Wellington  roll. 
Who  is  going  to  put  them  on  again?  The 
general  election  takes  place,  we  will  say,  in 
December,  and  are  we  to  allow  those  persons 
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to  remain  off  the  roll?  They  have  not  voted, 
probably,  because  they  do  not  consider  them- 
selviBs  justified  in  expressing  an  opinion  on, 
or  voting  for,  any  candidate  on  this  present 
occasion.  They  will,  of  course,  by  law  be  struck 
off  the  roU.  Now,  what  would  be  the  position 
unless  the  Government  took  the  course  I  am 
proposing  ?  I  say  you  would  have  to  go  to  the 
expense  of  getting  persons  to  go  round  and 
take  the  names  all  over  again.  If  the  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Dutbie),  or  any  other 
member  of  this  House,  can  suggest  to  the  Gk>- 
vemment  a  better  course  than  the  one  we  have 
adopted — if  he  can  say  that  some  person  other 
than  the  Registrar  of  Electors  (who  has  usually 
been  the  person  to  place  these  names  on  the 
roll)  should  do  it— I  am.  quite  open  to  meet  any 
su^rgestion  that  he  may  make.  We  want  to  have 
this  work  done,  and  the  people  put  on  the  roll ; 
and,  in  the  action  we  have  taken  to  carry  that 
into  effect,  we  shall  have  to  be  judged  by  the 
people  and  not  by  the  few.  That  is  our  reason 
for  moving  that  the  writ  be  issued,  and  I  might 
state  that  I  am  satisfied  that  our  Wellington 
roll  is  to-day  in  a  better  position  than  it  was  in 
at  the  last  by-eleotion  we  bad  in  this  city. 

Mr.  DUTHIE. — I  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  The  Premier  has  stated  that  I 
had  paid  to  send  canvassers  round  to  register 
electors  at  the  last  by-election. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  did  not  apply  my  remarks 
to  you.  When  I  said  "  you  "  I  was  speaking 
of  the  Conservative  party,  and  not  of  yourself 
personally. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— I  know  what  the  honour- 
able gentlemfbn  said.  He  spoke  pointedly, 
turning  to  myself,  and  he  used  the  word 
*'you,"  which  certainly  made  his  remarks 
l^ear  a  very  personal  application.  I  was  cer- 
tainly no  party  to  it.  I  koew  of  all  that  took 
place  at  the  general  election — I  paid  close 
attention  to  it — and  I  further  unhesitatingly 
say  that  nobody  paid  canvassers  in  my  interest 
to  canvass  for  names  to  go  on  the  roll.  The 
Premier  said  the  thing  was  very  clear ;  but 
it  is  without  a  vestige  of  truth,  and  he 
cannot  possibly  offer  a  tittle  of  evidence  in 
that  direction.  So  far  as  that  election  was 
coDcerned,  I  opened  committee -rooms,  and 
many  applications  were  signed  there,  but  every 
paper  was  duly  sent  in  to  the  Begistration 
Officer.  No  paper  was  destroyed.  My  col- 
league, Mr.  Fisher,  said  that  two  hundred  were 
destroyed.  I  say  there  is  no  warrant  for  that 
statement,  and  there  cannot  be  a  tittle  of  evi- 
dence to  support  it,  for  nothing  of  the  sort  ever 
took  place.  I  merely  desire  to  make  one  more 
remark,  and  it  is  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, in  reply,  denied  my  statement  that  there 
were  hundreds  of  houses  not  canvassed.  I  re- 
peat that  I  speak  with  knowledge,  and  say  that 
to-day  there  are  hundreds  of  houses  where  no 
Government  canvasser  has  called,  and  that  the 
rolls  are  most  incomplete  and  unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  again  misrepresenting.  I  repeat  again,  I 
do  not  know  who  paid  them.  I  used  the  word 
"you,"  speaking  of  the  party  to  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  belongs.    Persons  who 
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had  been  canvassed  to  get  thtir  names  fdiMd 
on  the  roll,  and  who  had  filled  np  the  fonn  el 
application,  found  that  they  were  not  on  the 
roil,  and  they  came  to  me  and  oomphMned  ci  it 
I  say  there  were  soorea  in  that  positipn.  New, 
there  is  another  fact  I  will  give  you,  and  yon 
can  ascertain  whether  it  is  ooneot  or  not.  You 
were  not  satisfied  with  what  yoa  did  hem  in 
Wellington,  but  your  party  sent  down  from 
Wellington  to  a  gentleman  in  Hokitika  a  laiigs 
sum  of  money  to  defray  the  expenses  of  my 
opponent. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Sir,  I  moat  again  put  myiilf 
right  in  this  matter.  I  do  not  believe  that  anj 
of  the  party  with  which  I  aot  ever  paid  aoy 
part  of  my  election  expenses,  not  the  smsilast 
fraction,  not  even  a  penny-pieoe.  The  assertion 
is  mere  idle  street  siiatements. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 

▲I>J0nBN8D  DBBA.TB. 

„  OA        Mr.  FISHER  (Wellington  City).- 

''°^-  Mr.  Speaker,  for  two  long  weary  wsski 
we  have  listened  to  the  argnmenta  of  the  legiti- 
mate Opposition  and  to  the  lugnbzious  out- 
pourings of  the  Renegade  Brigade — the  "left 
wing  " — and  the  first  of  these  renegiadee  I  pro- 
pose to  deal  with  is  the  honourable  m.ember  for 
Ghristohurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor).  The  hcnoor- 
able  gentleman  quoted  extracts  from  a  speeok 
delivered  by  me  on  the  Address  in  Reply  in 
1893,  with  the  object  of  showing  that  I  ms 
now  supporting  a  Government  whioh  I  had 
previously  denounced.  The  answer  to  the  qno- 
tations  from  my  speech  which  will  be  foond 
at  the  end  of  the  honoumble  gentleman's  speadh 
of  last  evening  is  simple  and  easy.  I  have  al- 
ways maintained  that  the  party,  as  a  party, 
should  have  some  voioe  in  the  aeleotian  of  a 
Ministry.  I  have  been  positive  and  constslent 
in  ^e  expression  of  that  view.  I  was  iU 
tiiironghout  the  session  of  1884,  the  first  Pulia- 
ment  to  which  I  was  elected,  and  only  took  my 
seat  in  the  House  on  the  last  two  days  ol  the 
session.  But  during  that  session,  it  will  he 
remembered,  many  Ministries  were  fonned. 
Mr.  Stout  and  Mr.  BaUance  formed  two  Minis- 
tries  during  that  session,  and  Mr.  Ballanoe  sent 
to  my  house  asking  for  my  pair  for  every  divi- 
sion, sending  me  at  the  same  time  a  private 
note  informing  me  how  the  strife  of  partMs  was 
proceeding.  And  he  always  sent  me  the  names 
of  his  proposed  Ministry.  In  one  of  my  notes 
in  reply  I  took  exception  to  the  oompositiaD  of 
one  of  hiB  proposed  Ministries,  and  I  now  quote 
from  Hansard,  Volume  70-71  (1891),  page  59S. 
the  historic  version  of  what  I  said  : — 

*'  I  again  sent  back  the  'pair,'  assarlng  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  I  would  vote  for 
him  every  time ;  but  I  had  to  tell  him  that  I 
disapproved  of  some  of  his  ooUeagnes." 

If  honourable  gentlemen  will  read  the  re* 
maioder  of  that  quotation  in  Hansard  they 
will  understand  exactly  what  I  mean.  Then 
the  process  was  reversed.  When  the  Hon. 
Mr.  BaUance  formed  his  Ministry  in  Jannaiyt 
1891,  Sir  Robert  Stout,  who  was  not  then  in 
Parliament,  was  consulted  as  to  the  formatkai 
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W  the  Minialry — in  fact,  he  had  most  to  say 
•koot  ife— 4mt  the  party  was  not  oonsalted  In 
any  way  whatever.  I  resented  Sir  Robert 
Btont's  interferenoe  and  the  disregard  of  the 
pMty's  views,  and  expressed  myself  accordingly, 
sod  because  I  did  so  I  was  charged  with  tum- 
\nfi  ronnd  on  the  Ministry.  But,  ia  answer,  I 
mi  {Hamard,  Volame  75, 1892^  page  78),— 

''This  Government  was  totally  unknown  to 
tbe  people  at  the  time  of  the  election.  How, 
tbsn,  can  I  have  turned  roand  on  them  ?  And 
now  I  will  explain  why  I  do  not  support  the 
Qofemment.  The  plain  reason  is  that  there 
are  men  in  the  Government  whom  I  could  not 
aod  would  not  support  under  any  circumstances 
whatever." 

Was  I  wrong  in  the  view  that  the  party 
should  be  consulted  as  to  the  formation  of  the 
Iflnistry  ?  I  thinlc  not,  and  I  strengthen  that 
view  by  the  following  quotation  from  my  speech 
oQ  the  Pinanoial  Statement  of  1892  (Hansard^ 
Vdmne  76,  pages  178-80)  :— 

'*  However,  when  the  Parkes  Ministry  went 
«at,  Mr.  Dibhs  called  his  party  together,  and 
eonsalted  them  in  regard  to  the  composition  of 
his  Ministry  ;  and  when  Mr.  George  R(Bid,  leader 
ef  the  Opposition,  made  his  speech  on  the 
Address  in  Reply,  his  first  point  of  attack  was 
the  composition  of  the  Ministry.  The  same 
thing  happened  in  South  Austndia,  when  the 
Playford  Ministry  went  out.  When  Parliament 
net;  ten  days  as[o»  and  Mr.  Holder's  Ministry 
eune  into  office,  Mr.  Kingston  at  once  discussed 
Ihe  composition  of  the  Ministry.  I  mention 
these  things  to  show  that  the  pame  course 
should  have  been  foUowed  in  New  Zealand." 

Now,  here  is  the  Ministry  of  which  I  dis- 
approved : — 

Ministry,  1893. 
Hon.  R.  J.  Seddon. 
Sir  Patrick  Buckley. 
Hon.  W.  P.  Reeves. 
Hon.  John  McKenzie. 
Hon.  J.  G.  Ward. 
Hon.  A.  J.  Gadman. 
Hon.  James  Carroll. 
Hon.  William  Montgomery. 

Hero  ia  the  Ministry  of  which  I  approved, 
and  now  approve : — 

Minigiry,  1899. 
Right.  Hon.  R.  J.  Seddon. 
Hon.  John  McKenzie. 
Hon.  A.  J.  Cadman. 
Hon.  James  Carroll. 
Hon.  W.  C.  Walker. 
Hon.  W.  Hall- Jones. 
Hon.  T.  Thompson. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  composition  of  the 
IDnlstiy  is  completely  altered,  and  conse- 
quently my  position  relativelv  to  the  Ministry 
was  altered  too.  That,  I  think,  ought  suffi- 
ciently to  explain  my  position  in  regard  to  the 
two  Ministries— for,  treating  the  matter  from 
my  own  personal  point  of  view,  they  are  two  dis- 
tinct Ministries.  Then,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Taylor)  said,  as  the  membar  for  Dun- 
edin  Oity  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie)  had  said, 
that  the  amendment  moved  by  the  leader  of  the 


Opposition  ought  not  to  have  been  made  a 
no-confidence  motion.  Why  should  it  not  ?  It 
was  not  the  mere  words  of  the  amendment  we 
had  to  consider.  It  was  the  intent.  And 
what  was  the  intent  ?  The  intent  was,  if 
carried,  to  discredit  the  Liberal  party  and  turn 
the  Ministry  out  of  office ;  and  what  other  course 
could  the  Ministry  take  constitutionally  than 
that  of  treating  the  amendment  as  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence?  Sir,  what  does  constitute 
a  motion  of  want  of  confidence?  Sir  Henry 
Parkes  on  one  occasion  resigned,  and  his 
Ministry  went  out  of  office,  because  a  motion 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  House  was  carried 
against  him.  A  simple  motion  for  the  adjoum- 
meot  of  the  House  is  one  thing,  but  a  motion 
for  the  adjournment  which  it  is  understood 
throws  down  the  gage  of  battle  is  quite  a  dif- 
ferent thing.  Sir  Henry  Parkes  Imew  the 
intent  of  the  motion  for  the  adjournment  of 
the  House,  and,  it  being  carried  against  him,  he 
went  out  of  office.  I  suppose  that  course  of 
action  would  be  scouted  here ;  but  a  leader  of 
pride  and  courage  will  not  accept  rebuffs. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  ^Mr.  Taylor] 
said  that  the  loyalty  of  the  Liberal  party  had 
never  been  put  to  the  test  except  to  cover  up 
some  set  of  corruption  or  maladministration. 
Why  did  he  not  say  this  to  the  electors  of 
Christchuroh  before  his  election  to  this 
House?  He  claims  to  have  been  a  Liberal 
long  before  he  made  his  appearance  here,  and, 
according  to  his  own  statement,  he  must  have 
known  something  of  this  Liberal  corruption 
and  maladministration.  Why,  then,  did  he  not 
tell  the  electors  all  about  it  during  his  electoral 
campaign?  Sir,  the  loyalty  of  the  Liberal 
party  was  pat  to  the  test  hundreds  of  times 
before  he  shuffled  into  this  House.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  old  Liberal  party  were  true  to  their 
leaders,  true  to  their  Ministry,  on  all  occasions, 
as  they  have  been  in  recent  times.  The 
Liberal  party  had  true  and  staunch  men  to 
defend  it ;  there  were  no  double-dealers,  no 
shufflers,  no  traitors  in  those  days.  But  then, 
venal  and  corrupt  as  the  honourable  member 
(Mr.  Taylor)  represents  this  Government  to  be, 
what  does  he  say  of  the  Opposition  ?  I  quote  his 
words  because  they  have  become  notorious  and 
historic.  On  the  7th  of  April,  1897— and  that 
is  not  long  ago — he  said  {Hansard,  Volume  97- 
98,  pages  27,  28,  29),— 

**  It  M  an  absolute  scandal  [page  28] ;  and  if 
the  Liberal  party  had  learned  the  ABO  of 
democracy,  and  knew  what  democracy  meant, 
that  state  of  things  could  not  possibly  go  on.  I 
hope  it  cannot  go  on  much  longer. 

'*  An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— Hear,  hear. 

**Mr.  TatIiOB. — I  do  not  quite  know.  Sir, 
what  that  meant;  but  if  it  means  that  that 
honourable  gentleman  tbinks  the  Opposition 
are  at  all  likely  to  help  us. out  of  this  dilemma 
I  cannot  indorae  it,  for  the  simple  reason  that, 
so  far  as  I  know,  the  Opposition  are  fifty  times 
worse  from  my  srandpoint  than  the  Government 
has  beeu  or  is  ever  likely  to  be."     .     .     . 

**  Now,  that  very  reason  [page  27]  is  one  of 
the  strongest  reasons  I  have  for  regretting  that 
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the  Premier  is  to  leave  the  colony,  beoause  I 
fear  the  time  when  the  Opposition  will  return 
to  power.*' 

First  he  deplores  the  corruption  and  mal- 
administration of  the  present  GoTemment ; 
then  the  Opposition  is  fifty  times  worse  than 
the  Government  has  been,  or  is  ever  likely  to 
.be;  and,  lastly,  he  fears  the  time  when  the 
Opposition  will  return  to  power.  Yet  he  voted 
.in  the  recent  division  to  turn  the  Government 
out,  if  he  could.  Now,  Sir,  I  ask,  what  can  you 
do  with  gentlemen  of  this  character?  Can 
anybody  suggest  anything?  Can  his  consti- 
tuents suggesc  anything  ?  He  is  constantly 
railing  at  something  or  some  one.  Existence 
to  him  would  be  impossible  without  a  griev- 
ance.    A  grievance  to  him  is — 

His  BUD,  his  moon,  his  gas,  bis  farthing  candle. 
Again,  he  tells  us  that  Mr.  Hutcbeson's  re- 
election will  be  a  triumphant  victory.  Sir, 
Mr.  John  Hutcbeson's  experience  will  be 
the  experience  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hislop  over 
again.  When  he,  a  Minister  of  the  Grown — 
he  was  Minister  of  Justice — was  expelled  from 
Parliament  by  resolution  of  both  Houses  for 
interfering  with  the  course  of  justice,  he  went 
to  his  constituents,  and  his  re-election  was  a 
triumphant  victoiy.  It  was  a  Bpasm  of  sym- 
pathy, for  the  British  public  is  always  generous 
and  charitable.  But  at  the  general  election, 
which  was  not  far  off,  ns  in  this  case,  he  was 
beaten  all  along  the  Hue  by  my  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Oamaru  (Mr.  Duncan), 
who  had  a  majority  at  every  polling-booth  in 
the  electorate.  So,  Mr.  Hutcbeson's  triumph- 
ant victory  will  be  a  victory  of  a  questionable 
sort.  He  may  be  elt  cted,  and  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  1  would  allow  him  to  occupy  the 
seat  for  the  remaining  two  or  thrpe  months, 
for  what  is  to  be  gained  by  spending  money 
and  energy  now  when  we  all  shall  have  to 
embark  on  the  electoral  sea  in  two  or  three 
months?  As  I  say,  now  Mr.  Hutoheson  has 
joined  the  Conservatives,  he  may,  and  most 
probably  will,  be  elected,  and  I  suppose  he  will 
feel  very  proud  of  his  achievement.  Then  the 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Taylor)  says  there 
is  a  spirit  of  favouritism  which  pervades  and 
destroys  evenr  department  of  the  Civil  Service. 
Well,  I  may  be  wrong,  but  I  must  confess  that 
I  find  the  same  spirit  of  courtesy  and  loyalty 
existing  now  which  I  found  ever  to  exist  in  the 
Service  during  the  last  twenty  years.  I  know 
of  no  favouritism.  On  the  contrary,  the  com- 
plaint amongst  some  of  our  people  is  that  the 
best  positions  go  to  our  opponents,  and  I  truly 
believe  that  to  be  so.  Then,  be  followed  up 
that  statement  by  speaking  of  the  corruption 
that  exists  in  the  Marine  Department.  Well,  I 
have  some  knowledge  of  the  Marine  Depart- 
ment, having  been  in  my  day  Minister  of 
Marine ;  but  if  there  is  corruption  in  that  de- 
partment now,  that  cannot  possibly,  by  any 
stretch  of  imagination,  be  attributed  to  any 
member  of  this  Government,  for  the  men  in 
that  department  now,  I  think,  with  one  excep- 
tion, are  the  same  as  have  been  there  for  the 
last  twenty  years.  And,  in  considering  this 
accusation,  it  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
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officers  of  the  department  are  antngoniatio  to 
the  present  Govemmeot.  Therefore,  how  oiii 
the  Government  be  charged  with  conniTUos, 
collusion,  or  corruption?  His  next  point  wm 
that  the  Premier  refused  to  attend  to  giva 
evidence  before  the  Police  Gommisnon.  I 
should  think  he  would  refuse.  What  wm 
the  class  of  persons  who  appeared  before  that 
Commission  to  give  evidence  ?  Mr.  Armisbaw, 
Mrs.  Armishaw,  aiioB  Mrs.  T.  E.  Taylor— forthal 
was  the  alias  she  gave  when  brought  op  at  the 
Wellington  Police  Court  for  drankenneas  and 
theft— Mr.  Cheoketts,  and  others  of  that  ilk. 
And  thereby  hangs  a  tale.  While  these  pao^ 
were  endeavouring  to  secure  conviotioos  under 
the  egis  of  the  member  for  Ohristchuroh  Giiy 
(Mr.  Taylor)  he  hired  a  two-roomed  cottage  for 
them  in  Wellington  in  a  aavoury  locality  kmoro 
as  Maori  Bow.  The  rent  of  the  cottage  was68. 
a  week,  but  it  was  never  paid.  In  this  t«o- 
roomed  cottage  were  placed  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Armi- 
shaw, and  Mr.  Ohecketts  and  Miss  Cox,  and  at 
the  rent  of  the  cottage  and  the  wages — the  wa^ 
of  sin — were  not  paid,  there  was  a  rebellion  in 
this  pretty  little  oolony,  which  had  a  very  un- 
pleasant dSnousvient.  Now,  I  ask,  apart  from 
all  jocularity  or  levity,  would  any  member  of 
this  House  expect  the  Prime  Minister  of  thii 
country,  whoever  that  Prime  Minister  might  bst 
to  enter  an  atmosphere  polluted  by  the  preaeoot 
of  such  people  as  these  ?  Then,  Mr.  Taylor  want 
on  to  say,  that  **  Royal  Commissions  are  a  son- 
tempt  of  Parliament,"  and  "l^yal  Gomnuaaiaoft 
are  setup  to  conceal  the  truth."  Well,  Sir,  what 
possibly  cao  one  say  in  regard  to  snoh  a  reflao- 
tion  coming  from  such  a  man  ?  Apart  from  tba 
Government,  is  there  to  be  no  respect  paid  to 
the  Royal  Commissioners  themselves?  Iiit 
not  an  offence,  an  insult  to  them  ?  Did  tb« 
Liberal  party  ever  revile  the  Royal  Commtssiooa 
set  up  by  Conservative  Governments  in  this 
country  ?  No  ;  they  always  had  implicit  faithin 
their  impartiality  and  justice,  and  treated  them 
with  decency  and  respect.  Take  the  oaseof  Mr. 
Bryoe,  who  was  appointed  Royal  Commiasioair 
to  inquire  into  some  important  Northern  land 
transactions.  Take  the  case  of  Sir  William  Ftt 
and  Sir  Dillon  Bell,  who  were  appointed  Bqjal 
Commissioners  to  inquire  into  the  administn- 
tion  of  the  Maori  lands  on  the  West  Coast. 
Take  any  Royal  Conmiission;  did  any  one  en 
the  Liberal  side  in  politics  ever  denomiee  thoM 
Commissioners  or  their  proceedings?  No. 
Amongst  politicians  of  the  bettor  class,  to  da 
BO  would  have  been  regarded  as  a  rank  offence. 
A  Royal  Commission  and  its  proceedings  weia 
always  respected  in  this  Parliament^^  tba 
representatives  of  the  people  on  both  sidct  of 
the  House.  Then  he  said— and  it  has  b««i 
repeated  ad  nauseam — that  Mimsters  are  <m 
their  trial.  I  emphatically  deny  that  Miniatan- 
are  on  their  trial.  Tbey  aro  not  involved  in 
this  Marine  matter  in  the  least  degree.  How- 
ever, that  question,  so  far  as  they  are  ooncetDad,. 
has  been  settled  and  determined  by  a  majodi^ 
of  seven  in  this  House,  and  the  aocnaation  ci 
Mr.  John  Hutcheson  has  been  treated  wSk 
scorn  and  indignation.  Sir,  I  feel  happy  in  tha 
thought  that  we  now  have  a  solid,  a  troa  aai 
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iiODest  partj.  We  have  now  no  eaveadroppen 
•iBODgBt  118.  We  are  now  free  from  the  element 
of  tndkoriam.  We  will  have  no  more  of  the 
itTesdropper  and  the  traitor  we  have  had  to 

St  ap  with  in  the  past.  Then  the  memher  for 
listohurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  says— and  this 
WAS  his  climax — that  "  deceit  and  concealment 
are  the  stock-in-trade  of  the  Premier.'*  Great 
flod  of  bathos  1  snoh  an  accusation  coming 
ham  Buch  a  man — a  man  who  was  horn  and 
bnd  in  deceit  and  oonoeahnent. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — ^You  must  not  oast  personal 
nflections.  Members  are  required  to  speak 
eonrteously  of  their  fellow-members. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Well,  Sir,  if  that  language 
is  too  strong,  I  willingly  withdraw  it ;  but  it 
•hoold  be  remembered  that  members  sit  still 
sod,  without  protest,  listen  to  some  very  ex- 
asperating lanKuage  from  these  gentlemen  of 
the  "left  wing."    Sir,  I  shall  pass  over  his 
ihameful — his  shameless  reference  to  Inspector 
Emerson.    And  then  to  say  we  are  lagging  as 
a  Liberal  party.     I  think  it  extremely  likely 
that  he  will  lag  superfluous  at  the  next  election. 
They  are  Liberals — this  renegade  brigade — they 
are  Liberals  at  election- time,  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  the  votes  of  the  working-classes,  but 
when  they  come  to  this  House  they  are  "  left- 
wingers."  Really,  and  in  truth,  they  are  mem- 
ben  of  the  Opposition.     Nay,  more,  they  are 
worse  than  members  of  the  Opposition,  for  we 
•an  deal  honourably  and  honestly  with   the 
members  of  the  Opposition.    Speaking  for  my- 
wlf,  and  so  far  as  this  present  Parliament  is 
eoncerned,  I  have  never  used  a  rude  or  dis- 
respectful word  in  regard  to  any  one  of  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  sit  on  that  side  of 
the  House.    But  these  gentlemen   here,  the 
"left-wingers,"  are  the  jackals  of  the   Con- 
lanative  party,  and  they  seem  proud  of  being 
10  far  taken  notice  of  as  to  be  used  in  that 
oapacity.      The  Liberal  party,  as  is  known, 
kicked    them    down   stairs.     And  then  those 
gentlemen  talk  of  democracy,  and  of  the  dan- 
gazB  which  threaten  it.    Heaven  forefend  that 
the  defence  of  the  demooraoy  should  ever  be 
left  in  such  hand  as  theirs.    It  is  a  desecration 
of  the  term  that  it  should  be  used  by  such  per- 
sons as  they.    We  on  this  side  of  the  House,  I 
truly  claim,  do  earnestly  represent  the  demo- 
cracy of  this  country.    Take  De  Tooqueville's 
words,  and  ask  to  which  side  of  this  House  his 
views  on    the   question    of    Demooraoy  more 
correctly   apply.      There    could    be    but   one 
gBDuine  and  truthful  answer.    Those  gentlemen 
of  the  **  left  wizig  "  toy  with  the  words  **  Demo- 
oraoy "  and  "  Liberalism."    They  take  with  the 
ignorant  multitude,  who  do  not  understand  the 
trae  significance  of  the  words.     They  catch 
votes,  but  the  moment  these  men  get  to  the 
House  their  pose,    their  attitude,  is  entirely 
different.     Then    Mr.    Taylor    talked    of    the 
Technical  Education  Bill  as  being  an  attempt 
to  subsidise  denominational  schools.    Now,  the 
history  of  that  Bill  is  simple,  because,  apart  from 
anything  the  Premier  himself  has  said,  I  have 
spoken  to  Mr.  Riley  on  the  subject,  who,  if  he 
did  not  actually  draw  up  the  BiU,  supplied 
the  material  upon  which  it  was  drafted.    Sir, 


the  purpose  and  intention  of  the  Bill  have  been 
misrepresented  for  party  and  electioneering 
purposes.  In  regard  to  the  member  for  Ashley 
(Mr.  Meredith),  I  understand  his  feelings.  He 
naturally  is  watohful  and  apprehensive  on  that 
point,  but  I  can  assure  him  from  my  own  know- 
ledge of  that  Bill  that  his  apprehensions  are 
entirely  groundless,  that  no  attempt  was  ever 
made  to  convert  the  measure  into  a  denomi- 
national measure,  and  that  it  is  intended  and 
always  was  intended  to  institute  and  foster  »• 
system  of  technical  education  in  this  oolony. 
When  Minister  of  Education,  I  introduced  the 
first  Technical  Education  Bill  ever  introduced 
into  this  Legislature,  and  my  successor,  Mr. 
W.  P.  Reeves,  elaborated  and  perfected  that 
measure.  The  Government  at  present  in 
office  have  carried  the  scheme  one  step  further,, 
and  I  hold  that  their  action  has  been  entirely 
misconstrued.  It  is  very  unfair  to  attribute 
such  motives  as  have  been  attributed  to- 
them  by  Mr.  John  Hutcheson  and  others, 
who  have  manifested  great  narrowness  of 
spirit  upon  such  a  very  important  sub- 
ject. The  honourable  gentleman  next  talked 
about  the  corruption  of  the  Civil  Servioe*^ 
The  allegation  here  is  general.  It  is  not  con- 
fined to  the  Marine  Department.  And  while 
he  prates  and  preaches,  what  does  he  himself 
do  ?  He  tries  to  corrupt  at  least  one  branch 
of  the  Civil  Service,  if  the  police  service  mav 
be  so  designated ;  for  he  meets  them  in  dark 
streets  at  night,  or  asks  them  into  some  side 
alley,  to  get  from  them  information  that  may 
be  serviceable  for  his  questionable  purposes. 
Now,  Sir,  a  policeman  told  me  the  other  day 
that  the  member  for  Christchuroh  City  (Mr. 
Taylor)  invited  him  into  a  byway  at  night,  and 
asked  nim  to  give  him  certain  information  is 
regard  to  a  particular  matter.  The  policeman 
said  he  had  no  information  to  give.  **  But," 
he  said,  **  I  am  Mr.  Taylor,  member  for  Christ- 
churoh." *<  I  do  not  care  who  you  are,"  said 
the  policeman.  The  two  gentlemen  parted — 
the  policeman  and  the  politician.  Sir,  I  would 
recommend  the  honourable  gentleman— and 
this  concludes  my  remarks  so  far  as  he  is  corw- 
oerned — to  do  the  best  he  can  for  himself  so 
long  as  this  Parliament  remains,  for,  I  will  not 
say  I  fear,  because  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say 
that  it  will  be  the  last  time  we  shall  see  him 
here.  Now,  Sir,  a  pleasant  contrast.  I  do  like 
the  kindly  softness  of  speech  of  the  member  for 
Selwyn,  but  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
should  take  into  consideration  the  bitterness 
with  which  the  Government  has  been  assailed 
by  certain  members  of  the  House,  and  the 
annoyance  to  which  they  have  been  subjected 
for  a  considerable  time  past  by  an  avowed  sup- 
porter— a  man  who  was  returned  by  his  con- 
stituents to  support  them  and  the  Liberal 
party.  And  I  say  that  every  time  we  are  at- 
tacked in  this  way — I  speak  not  only  for  the 
Government,  but  for  myself — we  will  strike 
back,  and  we  will  strike  hard.  This  world  is 
not  governed  with  kid  gloves  and  rose-water* 
As  to  the  panegvric  passed  on  the  late  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  J.  Hutcheson)  by  the 
member  for  EUesmere— well,  it  is  only  natural 
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thai  oiM  **  left-wioger  "  thonld  fly  to  the  reaeae 
of  anotber  *Meft- winger."  TImii,  w«  had  ib« 
•ffufllTe  eomplimentf  paid  to  the  late  member 
(Mi.  J.  Hntoheson)  bj  the  member  for  Welling- 
ton  Snbarbe  (Mr.  Wilion).  I  shall  have  nmo- 
thing  to  say  presently  as  to  the  value  of  hii 
compliments.  Sir,  to  my  mind,  the  only 
rational  and  common-sense  explanation  of  the 
whole  Marine  bnsinees  was  contained  in  the 
speech  of  the  member  for  Dnnedin  City  (Mr. 
Millar).  He  clearly  is  a  man  who  thorooghly 
nnderstands  the  point  at  issne,  and,  so  far  as  1, 
a  layman,  could  gather  from  his  speech,  it 
seemed  to  me  that  he  is  the  only  man  in  this 
Honse  who  really  nnderstands  the  technicalities 
•of  the  snbjeot.  I  pretend  to  no  nantioal  know- 
ledge, Sir,  and  tnerefore  cannot  disonss  the 
minutiae  of  the  subject.  I.  prefer  to  discuss 
the  laiger  and  more  important,  because  more 
dangerous,  phase  of  the  question,  and  I  will 
make  some  attempt  to  expose  the  conspiracy 
that  has  been  got  up  by  one  person  outside  this 
Houre  and  two  persons  inside  this  House  to 
attack  the  OoTernmen>,  to  attack  the  depart- 
ment, and  specially  to  attack  the  MiniBter  of 
Marine.  The  member  for  Palmerston  never 
ceases,  and  has  never  ceased  since  he  took  his 
seat  in  the  House  tbis  session,  to  speak  of  the 
Marine  scandal.  And  the  Marine  scandal  has 
been  worked  to  death  outside  the  House.  I  am 
reminded  of  something.  In  one  of  the  amusing 
"Sketches  by  Boz,*'  Dickentt  describes  how 
I>ay  and  Martin's  blacking  was  brought  into 
notoriety  in  London.  An  anny  of  men  was 
hired  to  go  round  the  streets  and  shops  of 
London    vociferating   and    reiterating:   "Day 

and  Martin's  Blacking  1 Day  and  Martin's 

Blacking  1 ! Day  and  Martin's  Blacking  II!" 

The  same  process  has  been  adopted  here.  These 
gentlemen  have  been  going  round  the  country 
vociferating   and   reiterating :    "  The   Marine 

Scandal  1 The  Marine   Scandal II The 

Marine  Scandal  Ml"  And  you  have  only  to 
repeat  this  often  enongh  and  people  in  time 
will  begin  to  believe  that  there  really  is  a 
Marine  scandal.  Then,  after  the  late  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Hutcheson)  has  made 
a  scandalous  attack  upon  the  Government  and 
the  Marine  Department  from  his  place  in  this 
House,  and  is  answered  by  one  of  our  party, 
the  member  for  Palmerston  says,  **  What  a 
shame  to  make  a  personal  attack  on  the 
honourable  member."  Ah,  then  they  begin  to 
squeal ;  they  want  as  little  as  i^ossible  said 
about  the  matter,  except  from  their  own  point 
of  view.  There  was  once  a  party  who  took  a 
case  into  an  American  Court,  and  when  be 
found  the  case  was  going  against  him  he  said, 
"Wall,  Jedge,  I  guess  I'll  withdraw  thisher 
case."  But  the  Judge  said,  "  No,  sir ;  you 
came  here  for  jus-tioe,  and  you've  got  to  have 
it."  And  so  these  conspirators  "  have  got  to 
have  it."  Now,  Sir,  if  the  member  for  Palmer- 
ston (Mr.  Pirani)  is  not;,  like  Saul,  the  son  of 
Kish,  head  and  shoulders  above  his  fellows,  it 
is  not  for  want  of  a  tolerably  good-sized  bump 
of  self-esteem.    Disraeli  is  dead,  Gladstone  is 

fone,  but  it  is  consoling  to  know  that  Mr. 
^Irani  and  Lord  Salisbury  are  still  with  us. 

Mr.  FUh§r 


Aad  y«i  I  fail  to  find  tha  hooomaUe  gmlls. 

man's  naloral  plaee  in  th«  sebeme  of  pdtttioa 

Borne  are  bon  for  great  tldnp^ 
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And  aomfr— ifs  not  recorded 
Why  tbej  were  bom  at  alL 

But  some,  we  have  it  on  groat  authority,  )am 
greatness  throst  upon  them.  Mr.  Wiffisia 
Gisbome  once  wrote  a  book,  "Balers  sad 
Statesmen  of  New  Zealand."  After  a  bipse  of 
ten  years  he  issued  a  seoond  edition  of  Ast 
book,  and  in  that  second  edition  there  was  ons 
addition  to  the  scroll  of  fame.  It  was  no  Urn 
a  person  than  Mr.  P.  Pirani,  of  Italian  extru* 
tion,  so  Mr.  Gisbome  said,  the  repceeentstiw 
of  "  Palmerston  South  "—so  Mr.  Gisbome  aid. 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatiiei, 
behold  a  ruler  and  a  statesman  t  This  pdM 
the  honourable  gentleman  op,  tad 
because  he  was  not  elevated  lo  the 
dignity  of  a  Cabinet  Minister,  instead  of  Mr. 
Hall-Jones,  he  has  desoended  to  the  vob^- 
nificant  obecurity  .of  a  prominent  "left- 
winger."  And  then  his  assurance,  and  bii 
oonfidence : — 

Whether  be  know  the  thing  or  no. 
His  tonnie  etemaUy  most  go. 
For  ne  has  impndenee  at  wilL 

Mr.  MONK.— Is  this  politios? 

Mr.  FISHER.— Now,  Sur,  I  did  not  SDttkMi 
the  amendment,  because  I  did  not  win  it  li 
be  said  that  I  bad  used  one  prorooative  wosi 
or  that  I  had  influenced  the  diseussion  OM 
way  or  other,  for  good  or  for  ill.  Sven  now  I 
would  prefer  not  to  touch  the  nasty  bosinM 
except  with  a  pair  of  garden  gloves,  but  soai 
one  must  undertake  the  unpleasant  duty  d 
unearthing  these  conspirators,  Mr.  Von  SehcMB 
and  the  two  members  of  this  House  who  bail 
been  his  willing  tooln.  Sir,  the  whole  esA 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  John  Hutcheson  WH 
based  on  suspicion  and  espionage.  Look  st 
the  private  detective  work  that  was  mcM 
on  throughout.  These  conspirators  disoovsai 
the  contents  of  Captain  Williams's  will.  TlMf 
shadowed  the  movements  of  some  ladies  vte 
were  said  to  have  waited  on  the  Premi* 
They  have  in  their  possession  copies  of  sft 
the  memoranda  attaoned  to  the  department^ 
papers.  They  have  a  copy  of  a  private  doIi^ 
written  by  the  Premier  to  Captain  Allms^ 
They  dogged  the  movements  of  the  messengM 
who  were  sent  to  the  Manawata  Bailing 
station  to  meet  Captain  AUman  on  his  s^ 
rival.  They  have  a  record  of  all  the  JM- 
vate  conversations  whioh  took  plaoe  betwM 
the  Premier  and  his  officials.  Axid,  Sir,  Un 
manner  of  {daeing  all  these  particulaa  b^ 
fore  the  Honse  by  Mr.  Hutoheson  was  as 
and  offensive  as  it  could  possibly  be. 
the  unpleasant  duty  of  unraveling  this 
spiraoy,  as  I  say,  has  to  be  undertaken  by 
one,  and  we  are  entitled,  after  the  base  el 
that  have  been  made  against  the  QoTemmont,! 
give  an  answer,  and  a  sound  .and  solid 
we  can  give.  I  thought  Mr.  Hutoheson 
have  made  out  a  strong  case  after  all  the 
motion  he  has  made  and  the  bad  Uood  he 
stirred  up.  But  the  real  fact  is,  the  subject  I 
not  hearo  of  outside  the  four  principal  to  was  ( 
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the  oolonj.  And  now,  I  aak  what  ia  there  in  the 
MM  ?    What  is  there  in  this  BO-oalled  scandal  ? 
Nothing.    Absolutely  nothing.    Ministers  cer- 
tainly are  not  oonoemed  in  it  one  little  bit. 
Bofc,  as  I  said  just  now,  you  have  only  to  make 
ni&oient  noise,  and  somebody  is  sure  to  believe 
yon.     There  is  nothing  so  contagious  as  con- 
tegioD.    The  subject  has  been  a  godsend  to  the 
Ccmaervative  journals  of  the  colony,  because 
vithont  it  they  were  fairly  *' gravelled"  for 
wani  of  a  soaudal.     Now,  the  late  member 
lor  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Hutoheson),  who  is 
ft  great   searcher   after   notoriety,  affects   a 
Uofi    outspokenness    which    is    very    taking 
with  men  who  do  not  thoroughly  know  him. 
But  underlying  this  blufi  outspokenness  there 
k  a  vein  of  treachery  which  has  already  satis- 
M  me  as  to  the  true  character  of  the  man. 
I  do  not  for  a  moment  question  the  opinions  of 
oAers;  I  only  know  what  I  know.    I  remem- 
ser  the  words  uttered  by  the  member  for  Avon, 
"And  a  good  man,   tool"  and  I  wish  every 
■lan,  as  I  have  always  said  through  life,  to 
•pedL  of   another   as  he  finds   him.      Those 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken  so  favourably  of 
Mr.  Hutcheson  have  spoken  of  him,  no  doubt, 
ft«  they  have  found  him.    I  will  speak  of  him 
u  I  have  found  him.    I  do  not  want  to  be  too 
hMd  upon  Mr.  Hutcheson,  but  it  wiU  be  re- 
nembered  that  he  put  on  frills  and  played  the 
^b  and  mighty  the  moment  he  entered  this 
Fftrliament  (see  Hatuard,  29th  September,  1897. 
Vdnme  98,  page  90).    He  lost  no   time   in 
IjUmg  us  that  be  ••  was  going  to  take  a  decided 
•top:  he  absolutely  refused  to  ask  the  Ministry 
far  employment  for  any  one.     He  felt  it  de- 
pading."    He,  a  labour  member,  as  he  claims  I 
And  here  comes  a  mau  in  distress,  possibly  on 
the  verge  of  starvation,  and   the  answer  he 
grts  from    Mr.    Uutciieson    is   that  it  is  de- 
pding    to    ask    for    employment    for    him. 
ne  had  not  been  in  the  House  a  dog-watch,  to 
pe  him  his  own  sailor  phase,  before  he  began 
to  speak  in  a  scornful  tone  of  those  who  had 
tfce  temerity  to  a^k  him  to  get  them  employ- 
■wnt.    But  did  he  refuse  to  take  the  votes  of 
nese  men  at  the  general  election  ?    Did  he  re- 
iMe  to  receive  the  contributions  of  the  labouring 
•iMMs  of  this  city  towards  his  electioneering 
■penses  at  that  election  ?    I  hold  in  my  hand 
•  b^nce-sheet  giving  the  *'  Official  Return  of 
Mr.  John  Hntcheson's  Election  Expenses."    It 
MOWS  the  contribution  of  each  trade  union,  the 
•tount  contributed  by  political  leagues,  and 
we  amount  of  private  donations,  and  also  every 
wm  of  expenaiture.    As  the  result  of  the  elec- 
JJMi  he  is  returned  at  the  head  of  the  poll,  and 
■he  secretary  and  treasurer  handed  to  him  a  sur- 
pins  of  je?  lis.  after  all  expenses  paid.    A  hand- 
tome  result—a  handsome  tribute.    And  then, 
J^d  it  be  believed,  after  such  a  handsome 
knute,  at  a  public  meeting  held  a  month  ago 
to  Wellington,  he  turns  round  and  bites  the 
nad  that  fed  him,  and  call  these  men  **  suckers 
■id  crawlers."    in  connection  with  Gaptain 
oDoper  and  the  shipping  of  seamen— the  pro- 
«ang  of  seamen  he  called  it— the  Minister  of 
Mirine  said,  **  I  am  goiog  to  have  that  duty 
performed  in  future  by  the  Sfaipping-master." 


'*  Yes,"  said  Mr.  Hutcheson,  **  after  I  worried 
you  into  it."    Now,  I  ask  this  House— I  ask 
both  sides  of  the  House — is  this  a  proper  attitude 
for  a  member  of  a  party  to  take  up  ?    Should 
he  not,  as  a  member  of  the  party,  consult  with 
the  Minister  whose  department  was  concerned  T 
Should  he  not,  if  he  were  a  loyal  and  true  man,, 
give  the  Minister  the  benefit  of  his  experience 
and  advice,  and  aid  him  if  there  were  anything 
wrong  ?    Would  any  member  of  the  Opposition, 
party  turn  on  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  in. 
this  traitorous  manner?    If  he  did  he  would- 
be  kicked  out  of  the  party  at  short  notice^ 
and  serve  him  right.    Now,  Sir,  I  foretold  the 
character  of  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
general  election  of  1896,  for  the  day  after  the 
election,  in  thanking  the  electors  who  gave  me 
a  seat  in  this  House,  I  pointedly  referred  to  th» 
questionable  tactics  of  Mr.  Hutcheson  and  his 
followers  at  that  election.    It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  we  were  together  on  a  "  ticket." 
And  was  I  singular   in    my  prophecy?    No. 
Evidently  the  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie)  knew  something  of  Mr*. 
Hutcheson  too,  for  speaking  on  the  Address  in 
Beply  in  1897 — that  was  the  first  session  of  this 
Parliament — he  said,  ref errixig  to  the  mover  and 
seconder  of  the  Address  in  Beply, —        \,^  ju^ 

'*  I  felt  that,  while  beginning  in  ingenuous- 
ness and  simplicity,  they  would  develop  into* 
sharp  criticism,  and  by-and-by  pass  over  to 
the  "left  wing,"  and  become  distinguished 
members  of  it." 

As  to  half  the   prophecy,   it   is   absolutely 
correct ;  there  you  have  in  Mr.   Hutoheson  i^- 
*Meft-winger,"  who  has  developed  into  a  full- 
blown Oppositio'nist. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  was  not 
alludiug  to  Mr.  Hutcheson. 

Mr.  FISHER.- But  Mr.  Hutcheson  moved 
the  Address  in  Reply.  You  cannot  get  oat 
of  that.  And  then,  in  answer  to  that  pro- 
phecy or  accusation  of  the  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Maokensie),  Mr.  John  Hut* 
cheson,  in  replying  on  the  Address  in  Reply,, 
answered  the  honourable  gentleman  in  this 
way: — 

*'  That  the  prediction  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  will  be  verified  in  time 
is  hardly  likely.  I  think,  of  all  the  unlikely 
things  that  are  possible  to  happen,  the  un- 
likeliest  will  be  my  sitting  side  by  side  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr, 
M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie).  I  trust  I  shall  always 
belong  to  that  party  which  I  believe  has  the 
welfare  of  the  people  at  heart." 

Very  well,  he  will  always  remain  a  mem- 
ber of  that  party.  I  shall  have  a  word  orj  two 
to  say  upon  that  point  presently.  Then,  let'us 
look  back  at  the  late  by-election  in  the  City 
of  Wellington.  Look  at  the  apostasy  there. 
Why,  we  should  have  won  that  election  easily 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  treachery  and  double- 
dealing  of  thoi^e  who  ought  to  have  helped  us, 
but  who  were  bought  to  go  over  to  the  other 
side.  Last  session,  speaking  on  the  Address  in 
Reply,  I  said  : — 

**  We  have  had  it  thrown  at  us  for  some  tim*- 
past,  and  at  a  meeting,  held  quite  recently  ia 
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the  Opera  House,  kbat  the  late  by-election  in 
Wellington  was  a  great  triumph  for  the  Con- 
BerratiTe  party.  It  may  have  been  a  triumph. 
But  was  It  a  triumph  worthily  gained  ?  I  say 
the  victory  should  have  been  a  Liberal  victory. 
But  how  did  we  Iofo  the  election  ?  We  lost  it 
through  the  base,  black  treachery  of  a  section 
»of  persons  who  are  constantly  mouthing  about 
the  *  sacred  cause  of  Liberalism/  and  their 
right  to  range  themselves  under  the  Liberal 
banner.  I  say,  if  it  bad  not  been  for  the 
traitorism  of  this  political  sect  the  election 
would  have  been  ours,  and  instead  of  standing 
as  we  stand  to-day,  one  member  to  the  good  as 
the  result  of  three  by-elections,  we  should  have 
been  two  members  to  the  good.  But  the  time 
is  coming — it  is  not  far  distant  now — when 
these  peculiar  patriots  will  reap  the  reward  of 
their  baseness  and  their  treachery." 

And  I  added,  during  the  same  speech,  that 

would  rather  be  a  toad  and  live  upon  the 
vapours  of  a  dungeon  than  consent  to  accept 
the  vote  of  such  an  honourable  gentleman.  I 
warned  the  Government  that  they  were  nursing 
a  serpent  in  their  bosom.  You  remember  the 
countryman  and  the  serpent  in  ^sop*s  Fables. 
The  countryman  picked  the  serpent  out  of  a 
hedgerow  in  the  depth  of  winter  and  put  it  in 
his  Dosom  to  warm  it,  and  when  he  had  warmed 
it  and  brought  it  to  life  it  stung  him  to  death. 
Here  we  have  the  countryman  and  the  serpent 
over  again.  Then,  take  the  attitude  of  Mr. 
Hutoheson  at  the  Conciliation  Board  the  other 
'day.  The  union  to  which  he  belongs,  and  of 
which  he  is  vice-president,  could  not  under- 
stand his  attitude  at  all,  and  what  wonder? 
As  the  Americans  say,  a  man  cannot  carry 
water  on  both  shoulders;  and  how  can  he  be 
a  true  and  loyal  supporter  of  the  Liberal  and 
labour  party  when  his  business  interests  lie 
entirely  on  the  other  side?  He  is  agent  for 
Bullivaat's  flexible  wire  rope.  The  labour 
people  do  not  use  this  kind  of  thing,  and 
how  is  it  possible  he  can  manifest  any  inde- 
pendence as  a  labour  member  when  his  business 
•consists  wholly  in  dealings  with  the  Union 
Steamship  Company,  John  Duthie  and  Com- 
pany, and  other  large  firms  in  the  city?  Ho 
'Oannot  be  independent.  Sir,  I  need  not  say 
anything  about  the  extra  master's  certificate 
that  Captain  Allman  obtained  in  Sydney, 
because  that  point  has  boon  answered  by  the 
Sydney  authorities,  and  by  the  Premier  of 
New  South  Wales.  But  here  is  the  pith  of 
the  whole  business.  This  is  the  spinal  maraow 
of  the  conspiracy  against  the  Government. 
Now,  Mr.  Hiitoheson  has  denied  that  he  had 
.  an  interview  with  Captain  Jones.  Sir,  I  have 
positive  information  from  three  sources,  one  of 
these  sources  being  Captain  Jones  himself 

Mr.  PIRANI.-He  did  not  deny  it. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Yes,  he  did  deny  it.  Well, 
in  reference  to  this  interview  between  Mr. 
Hutoheson  and  Captain  Jones,  these  are  the 
words  used.  Mr.  Hutoheson  met  Captain 
Jones,  and  said,  '*  Look  here,  Jimmy,  old  man, 
if  I  had  thought  this  business  would  have 
.-Injured  you  in  any  way,  I  would  never  have 
touched  it."    "  Why,"  said  Captain  Jones,  '*I 
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thought   it  was   a   matter   of  principle  with 
you,  a  matter  of  the  safety  of  the  lives  of 
people  who  might  travel  with  me."    **No," 
said  Mr.  Hutcheson,  **  that  is  not  it ;  I  wanted 
to  get  at  Hall-Jones."     And  who  paid  Ur. 
Hutcheson  to  travel  round  the  country  doIiBg 
out  his  melancholy  tale  of  woe ;  he  did  not  pay 
these  expenses  himself?     But  this  was  also 
a  double-barrelled  business,  for  Mr.  Hotehe- 
sou  and  Captain  Von  Schoen  wanted  to  get  at 
Captain  Allman,  this  being  a  part  of  this  weD 
thought-out  conspiracy.    The  prime  object  of 
the  attaok->a8  is  known  to  all  the  maiitimi 
people  of  this  port — was  to  get  Captain  Allman^ 
position  for  Captain  Von  Schoen.    Then,  Mr. 
Hutoheson,  by  some  means  only  known  to  him- 
self, was  to  step  into  Mr.  Hall- Jones's  podtioB 
and  become  Minister  of  Marine.    Bat  the  oon- 
spiracy  failed  of  its  purpose.    Vaulting  ambi- 
tion o*erleaped  itself,  and  in  a  fit  of  obagiis 
Mr.  Hutoheson  went  deliberately  over  to  thi 
Opposi  tion.    Well,  when  the  amendment  moved 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  was  beaten  by 
seven  votes,  the  honourable  gentleman,  with 
fine  theatrical  efifeot,  handed  his  resignation  to 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  there  was  a  great  OppositioD 
demonstration  of  triumph  in  the  lobby,  so  thi 
evening  paper  informed  us.     Mr.  HutchesoB 
was  elevated  to  the  position  of  a  hero.    He  nas 
first  a  martyr;   then  a  hero.    He  had  dooi 
something  unprecedented  in  the  political  hiskxy 
of  this  country,  and  there  were  choruses  of  jjfff 
— Opposition  choruses  of  joy.    But,  let  me  ask, 
why  did  he  not  keep  the  pledge  he  gave  in  ftht 
Exchange  Hall  only  one  short  month  ago,  wbcD 
he  said  that,  although  he  disapproved  of  mam 
of  the  actions  of  the  Government,  he  would  etui 
adhere  to  his    election  pledge  and  vote  wift 
them  to  the  end  of  this  Parliament  upon  all 
crucial  questions,  meaning,  of  course,  that  hs 
would  vote  with  the  Government  on  all  motion 
of  no-confidence.    Ah  !  there    comes  out  tint 
character    of    the    man.    How    much   man 
noble,    how    much    more    manly,    would  it 
have    been    had    he   sent  in   his   resignatioii 
before  this  debate  began.     Even   before  ths 
division  he  might  have  paid,   "Gentlfmen,  I 
am  so  much  involved  in  this  question  that  I 
deem  it  becoming  in  me  not  to  vote  on  out 
side  or  the  other.     Determine   the  queitiflD 
yourselves.      Say  whether   you    think   I  an 
guilty  or  not   guilty  of  making  false  aooutt- 
tions.    I  will  accept  your  verdict ;  but  io  tiia 
meantime  here  is  my  resignation.    I  now  retin 
from  this  Parliament,    and  I  leave  it  to  ths 
arbitrament  of  the  people   to  aay  what  tb«f 
think    of   my  whole  action   in  the   matter." 
But  no ;  he  votes  first.     He  does  the  Goven- 
ment  end  the  Liberal  party  all  the  injury  bi 
can  do  them.    He  brings  all  the  discredit  apon 
us  that  he  can  possibly  bring.    If  he  could  bavt 
turned  the  Go  wmment  out  of  office  and  dngged 
the  party  in  the  dirt  he  would  have  done  it 
exultantly.    But,  happily  for  the  Govemmeat 
and  happily  for  the  country,  he  was  defeated^ 
and  he  went  out  of  this  House— I  know  it  ia 
my  heart— not  a  very  proud  man.    Well,  Sir. 
if  I  had  my  way,  I  would  not  touch  him  dminf 
the  election ;  there  would  be  no  oppositioa  ^ 
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him  ,**  let  him  have  the  seat  for  the  remaining 
tiro  or  three  months ;   hut  when  the  generiS 
elAotions  oome  round  we  will  carefully  label 
lum,  "Not  wantad    on  the   voyage/'     Now, 
Sir,  what  is  the  result  of  all  this  agitation, 
this  commotion,   this    setting  of   people   by 
the  ears?    The  conspiracy  1ms   failed.     The 
Ministry  is  vindicated.    The  Premier  and  the 
Minister   of    Marine    have    done    everything 
they  ooald  do ;  in  fact,  they  have  done  far  too 
iniifih.    They  have  been  too  complacent.    They 
have  allowed  two  afternoons  to  be  wasted  in 
their  desire  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Opposi- 
tion,  by  placing  on  the  table  papers  relating  to 
the  oase  which  were  not  asked  for.    The  case 
has  been  tried  in  the  Supreme  Court.    It  is 
to  go  to  a  Commission  to  be  tried  again ;  but, 
flo  ^  as  we  have  gone,  here  is  the  result — 
the  lamentable  result  —  of  Mr.   Hutcheson's 
conspiracy :  Captain  Jones  has  been  very  con- 
lidembly  injured,  Captain  AUman  is  ruined  for 
life,  bat  Mr.  Hutcheson  has  been  brought  out 
in  his  true  colours.    Sir,  the  Government  have 
every  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  outcome.    The 
member  for  Ellesmere  (Mr.  Montgomery)  said 
the  Government  were  entitled  to  credit  fur  the 
wideness  of  the  Commission.    They  are  indeed 
entitled  to  credit  for  the  wideness  of  the  Com* 
mittion.    They  have  shown  every  inclination, 
every  desire,  to  meet  every  point  upon  which 
Infonnation  could    be    wanted    or   obtained. 
Th^  are  determined  to  have  the  matter  probed 
ligfat  to  the  bottom.    The  honourable  gentle- 
man says  it  is  the  widest  Commission  he  ever 
mm.  What  more  oan  the  people  of  this  country 
want  ?    The  subject  is  to  be  sifted  in  every  pos- 
sihle  way,  and  from  every  possible  aspect,  and 
whatever  there  is  in  it,  fair  or  foul,  that  result 
will  be  proclaimed  to  the  publio  through  the 
investigations  of  a  Commission  composed  of  two 
gentLamen  against  whom  not  a  single  citizen 
of  this  country  can  utter  one  word  of  disparage- 
ment or  reproach.    I  am  afraid,  Sir,  the  next 
fsrt  of  my  subject  vriU  prove  to  be  a  little  stale, 
soomoh  of  the  ground  having  already  been  gone 
over  by  so  mauy  other  honourable  members.    I 
listened  with  great  attention  to  the  speech  of 
^  leader  of  the  Oppositioii,  Captain  ftussetl, 
in  moving  the  amendment,  and  1  must  say  that 
itappeariid  to  me  on  the  wiiole  t j  be  a  very  fair 
Bsmpie  of  rigmarole.    Evidently  the  honourable 
genUeman's  heart  was  not  in  his  work.     It 
teemed  as  if  he  had  been  pushed  into  moving 
the  amendment  against  his  own  better  sense. 
Clearly,  it  was  inspired  and  pressed  upon  the 
honourable  gentleman  by  those  members  of  his 
party  who  are  remarkable  for  nothing  so  much 
-as  for  their  utter  want  of  judgment.    At  one 
time  they  say,  "  If  a  Selecc  Committee  is  pro- 
posed, you  pack  it  with  your  great  majority, 
and  there  is   no  chance  of   getting   justice; 
kherefore  we  do  not  want  a  Committee  of  the 
House."    If  the  Government  appoints  a  Royal 
Commission,  they  immediately  protest  and  pro- 
olaim,  "  We  do  not  want  a  Boyal  Commission : 
you  are  tcJdDg  away  the  right  of  Parliament  to 
oiseusB  the  conduct  of  Ministers."    What  can 

GQ  do?    It  is  the  old  story  of  the  drummer-boy : 
t  high,  hit  low,  there  is  no  pleasing  these  gen  tie- 


men.  Of  course,  it  is  the  business  of  the  Oppo- 
sition to  oppose.  Disraeli  said  in  one  of  hifl 
novels—'*  Coningsby  "  I  think— that  **  to  be  in 
receipt  of  £1,250  a  year  is  Government,  not  to 
be  in  receipt  of  £1,250  a  year  is  Opposition." 
Now,  here  are  two  good  sets  of  men— one  good 
set  of  men  trying  to  put  out  of  office  another 
good  set  of  men.  I  do  not  say  one  is  better 
than  the  other,  but  the  '*  outs  "  desire  to  be  the 
*'  ins  " ;  they  desire  to  regain  the  reins  of  power 
and  the  control  of  the  publio  purse.  But  then 
this  is  not  by  any  means  new.  There  was  a 
famous  politician  in  England  who  had  the  same 
craving.  Lord  Chatham  always  had  an  in- 
satiable craving  for  office,  and  a  satirist  of  the 
eighteenth  century  makes  him  apostrophise  in 
this  way : — 

The  nation  knows 
My  mazhuever  was— Oppose; 
And,  be  the  Mioister  who  will, 
My  maxim  is,  Oppose  him,  still. 
For  though  to  Britain  necessary, 
'Tis  good  for  me  that  all  miscarry, 
Bzcepting  one :  I  need  not  name  him— 
Bnvy  herself  would  blush  to  blame  him. 

Substitute  "New  Zealand"  for  ''Great  Bri- 
tain," and  you  have  the  Lord  Chatham  of 
New  Zealand  in  the  person  of  the  member 
for  Hawke's  Bay  (Captain  Kussell).  For  the 
honourable  gentleman  the  present  situation  ifl 
no  doubt  ooinplez,  but  it  resolves  itself  into 
one  broad  and  simple  fact — the  fact  that  he 
is  out.  Sir,  it  is  the  natural  desire  of  all 
leaders  of  the  Opposition  to  get  into  office. 
It  is  for  that  purpose  they  live,  breathe,  and 
have  their  being.  But  you  will  see,  Sir,  how 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Duthie)  gave  away  the  whole  case  of  the 
Opposition.  He  speaks  of  the  party  influence 
exercised  on  parliamentary  Committees.  There 
you  are.  That  is  distioctly  what  the  Govern- 
ment wished  to  avoid.  He  said  there  were 
always  scandals.  Yes,  there  are — scandals  of 
the  making  of  the  Opposition.  And  what  do 
they  come  to?  How  do  they  alwavs  end? 
Last  session  there  was  the  inquiry  about  the 
transfer  of  stores  from  one  department  to 
another.  How  did  that  end?  In  the  com- 
plete discomfiture  of  the  Opposition.  Then,  a 
Select  Committee  was  appointed  to  investigate 
the  charges  relating  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Seddon, 
otherwise  known  as  the  Bun  Tuck  charges,  and 
I  must  say  that  I  never  saw  a  more  impartial 
Chairman  than  the  Chairman  of  that  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Sligo  ;  and  how  did  that  Conmiittee 
end  ?  In  the  ignominious  defeat  of  the  persona 
wlio  made  and  supported  the  oharges.  But  the 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  said 
that  in  that  case  there  was  no  prosecutor; 
that  the  member  for  Patea,  who  made  the 
allegations,  did  not  appear  before  the  Com- 
mittee. Whose  fault  ^as  that  ?  He  made  th 
dastardly  allegations,  and,  when  called  upon  to 
prove  them,  he  declined  to  appear  before  the 
Committee.  But  the  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Duthie)  was  a  very  fair  substitute  for 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea.  He  fol- 
lowed up  the  case  with  all  the  bitterness  of  a 
criminal  prosecutor.  I  was  present  at  the  Com- 
mittee and  saw  him.    Sir,  there  is  one  othec 
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iBBtter  in  regard  to  wbioh  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  and  his  lieutenant,  the  member 
for  Bicoarton,  are  singularly  at  variance.  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition  says  that  the  working- 
olawes  are  not  now  nearly  to  prosperous  as 
they  were  in  past  times.  The  member  for  Bic- 
oarton, in  one  of  his  recess  speeches,  said  the 
working-men  were  never  before  so  prosperous 
ae  now.  Which  are  we  to  believe?  They  re- 
mind me  of  a  story  of  Lord  Melbourne,  whose 
advice  they  might  follow  with  profit  and  ad- 
vantage. Lord  Melbourne's  Cabinet  had  deter- 
mined, after  a  long  discussion,  to  increase  the 
duty  upon  corn.  After  the  Cabinet  had  broken 
up,  and  as  the  Ministers  were  leaving  the  room, 
Lord'  Melbourne  called  his  colleagues  back, 
saying,  **Jast  one  thing  more,  gentlemen. 
Are  we  to  say  that  this  duty  is  going  to  raise 
the  price  of  corn,  or  that  it  is  going  to  lower 
it?  It  does  not  matter  which  we  say,  but  we 
had  better  all  say  the  same  thing."  Another 
point  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  was 
that,  if  the  Opposition  got  into  power,  they 
would  not  change  the  policy  of  the  present 
Government.  What  need,  then,  for  him  to 
cross  the  floor  of  the  House  ?  Is  it  not  better 
that  they  who  originated  the  existing  policy 
should  be  left  there,  as  the  originators  of  the 
scheme,  to  carry  it  out  ?  Who  better  able  to 
perfect  it  than  the  inventors  of  that  scheme  ? 
I  express  this  warning :  that  if  the  working- 
men  of  this  colony,  if  the  Liberal  voters  of 
this  colony,  if  the  democracy  of  the  country, 
change  this  Government  for  a  Government  to 
come  from  the  other  side,  they  will  regret  it 
for  all  time.  The  lenkder  of  the  Opposition  was 
good  enough  to  inform  us  that  the  last  Govern- 
ment of  Sir  Harry  Atkin«ion  did  more  in  two 
years  and  a  half  than  this  Government  had 
done  in  six  years.  Well,  if  that  is  so,  why  did 
Captain  Bussell,  when  a  member  of  that  party 
in  1888,  propose  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence 
in  his  own  leader.  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  ?  Now 
that  he  is  dead,  they  exalt  him  to  the  topmost 
pinnacle  of  praise ;  but  why,  during  his  life- 
time, did  Captain  Bussell  propose  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence  in  his  Ministry  ? 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.  -Largely  be- 
cause  you  were  a  member  of  it. 

Mr.  FISHER.  — Then  why  did  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie,  after  he  had  denounced  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  as  a  political  gambler  and  spendthrift, 
say,  ''  I  regard  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  as  only  two 
degrees  better  than  Sir  Julius  Vogel."  And 
then  the  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie)  came  into  this  Parliament  specially  to 
hurl  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  from  office.  (Hansard^ 
Volume  70-71,  p.  270).  And  yet  these  honour- 
able gentleman  told  us  the  other  day,  when 
complaining  of  the  corruption  and  maladminis- 
tration of  this  Government,  that  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson  was  their  idol,  their  ideal  politician. 
Then, if  he  was  their  idol,  their  ideal  politician, 
why  did  they  kick  him  down  stairs  ? 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— On  account  of  "  the  Black 
Budget." 

Mr.  FI8HEB.— I  cannot  go  any  further.  Sir. 
This  time- limit  has  destroyed  many  speeches, 
aucne  amongst  the  number,  and  I  must  fall 
Jfr.  Fia/wr 


amongst  the  slain ;   but,  in  eoneliifflon,  t  wtf 
that,  of  all  the  scandals  which  have  been  laidi*^ 
the  door  of  the  Government  during  the  prsHHll 
Parliament,  the  Opposition  has  not  succeeded 
in  proving  one.     Each    scandal   brought  up 
has  gone  before  a  Select  Committee  of  ttib 
House,  and  every  charge  has  been  dispcofsd* 
Tell  me  one  that  has  not  been  disproved? 
An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Wrigg's. 
Mr.  FISHEB.— That  matter  is  still  befoie  a 
Select  Committee,  and  has  yet  to  be  reportsd 
upon  to  the  House.    Sir,  I  say  the  Goirecmiisnl 
have  taken  every  possible  means  to  have,  this  so- 
called  Marine  scandal  probed  to  the  bottom,  and 
I  know  full  well  who  will  come  out  at  the  dir^ 
end  of  the  slick.    I  speak  with  confidenoa  as  l» 
what  the  result  will  be.    It  will  come  out,  as 
sure  as  I  am  a  living  man,  as  much  to  the  credit 
of  the  Government  as  the  Bun  Took  inveatigur 
tion,  or  the  investigation  relating  to  the  bog^ 
transfer  of  stores,  as  ifc  was  called  by  the  O^^ 
Q  QQ     sition.     Sir,  I  have  seen  enough  of 
these  things.    I  have  seen  many  aerioaft 
and  bitter  charges  brought  against    the  Go- 
vernment during  the  present  Parliament,  and 
they  have  all  been  utterly  disproved  ;  and  I  issl 
confident  that,  when  the  people  of  this  ooimtiy 
get  the  report  of  the  Boyal  ConoiniasioB  upoa 
this  so  called  Marine  scandal,  they  will  find 
abundant  evidence  that  the  Government  are 
not  in  the  least  to  blame,  and  they  vrill  thea 
sheet  home  the  whole  culpability  to  the  origiaap 
tors  of  this  conspiracy  against  the  Govemnient» 
who  have  fomented  agitation  and   strife   lor 
many  months  past,  who  have  utterly  rained 
Captain  Allman,  bat  who  have  failed  in  their 
design  to  damage  and  cripple  the  Govemmenl 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin).  —  Sir,  we  te«e 
just  had  a  most  oharacteristic  speech  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Ci^  (Ifr. 
Fisher).  It  commenced  with  abuse,  it  «MeA 
with  abuse,  and  ii  was  abuse  ail  through. 
This  is  the  doctrine  he  has  given  us;  this  ia 
the  principle  upon  which  the  honoaiaMe* 
gentleman  acts,  *'  You  have  only  to  talk  load 
enough  and  abusively  enough  to  get  eona 
people  to  believe  you."  That  is  whi^  he  hM- 
just  told  us.  But  the  honourable  member  ia 
a  living  proof  of  the  falsity  of  his  own  deo- 
trine,  because,  though  he  talks  loudly  enovgh 
and  abusively  enough,  no  one  takes  theslighteal 
notice  of  what  he  says  or  the  opinions  he  ex- 
presses. WhUe  listening  to  the  honouaUe 
member  I  was  reminded  of  the  critieiflra  of  a 
certain  sermon,  "Powerful  disoourse,  flaming 
in  its  periods,  eloquent  in  its  language,  bat  with 
not  enough  gospel  in  it  to  save  a  tom-tit** 
The  honourable  member's  speech  was  violeat 
in  its  language  and  forcible  in  expression,  bmil 
did  not  contain  enough  politics  to  secure  a  stngle 
vote,  either  for  himself  or  the  Govemmanl 
candidate  at  the  forthcoming  contest  in  tUft 
city.  His  speech  did  not  contain  a  single  idea 
that  is  of  the  slightest  or  will  be  of  the  iSighteal 
use  either  to  this  House,  or  to  himself,  or  to  tiM 
constituency  he  represents.  The  bononiaMt 
member  tried  to  get  out  of  the  diffiool^  i> 
which  he  was  placed  by  a  quotation  which  lb* 
honourable  member  for  Ohristchuroh  City  (Mr. 


1899.]         Address  in  Beply. 


[HODBB.] 


Address  «n  Beply. 


886 


Tijior)  made  iioin  a  speech  of  Mr.  Fisher's  in 
ttJS,  by  skating  thai  the  ooonpants  of  the 
fmmj  benches  now  are  quite  di£ferent  to 
\km  who  were  there  in  1898. 

Kr.  FISHBR.— So  they  are  different. 

Mr.  M AS 8EY.  — Quite  different,  as  the 
hoDOoiable  member  says.  But  the  gentleman 
who  is  now  Premier  was  Premier  in  1898.  Let 
ne  nfresh  the  honourable  member's  memory. 
Let  me  remind  him  of  a  reference  he  made 
to  the  Premier.  This  is  what  he  said  of  the 
Premier  on  that  occasion : — 

"Bat  I  wonder  the  honourable  gentleman, 
hftving  Meamed  the  responsibilities  attaching 
to  the  office  of  Prime  Minister,  does  not  think 
it  onbeooming,  whatever  he  may  have  thought 
it  fittiog  to  do  as  Mr.  B.  J.  Seddon,  to  mis- 
DM  and  degrade  that  office  by  indulging  in 
miiiBpresentations  of  this  character.  Sir,  after 
ill,  I  do  not  condemn  the  honourable  gantle- 
Din.    He  is  as  God  made  him.*' 

I  know  the  honourable  member  will  have 
fometbing  to  say  in  explanation  of  that  quota- 
tion. He  is  an  adept  at  explanations.  Bot  I 
leave  the  matter  between  him  and  the  Premier. 
Before  psssing  on  to  other  matters,  I  will  just 
My  that  he  referred  to  the  Bun  Tack  episode. 
He  and  other  members  have  referred  to  the 
Bmi  Tack  business.  I  want  to  give  them  a 
little  advice.  We  do  not  object  to  the  Bun 
ToA  bosiness  being  discussed,  but  I  would 
advise  honourable  members  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  to  leave  it  alone.  If  we  are  going 
to  diicnss  that  business,  I  know  who  will  come 
off  seoond-best,  and  it  will  not  be  the  Opposi- 
tion. In  speaking  on  the  motion  with  regard 
to  the  Address  in  Beply,  members  are  generally 
inppoaed  to  refer  to  the  Speech  which  has  been 
plaeed  in  the  mouth  of  His  Exoellenoy  by  his 
Adviiers.  On  this  occasion— and  I  say  it  with 
all  respect — His  Excellency's  speech  contains  so 
Ultle  that  is  new,  so  little  of  any  importance, 
that  it  is  soaroely  worthy  of  notice.  I  do 
not  intend  to  say  much  about  the  Marine 
•oudal,  because  I  think  it  has  been  sufficiently 
teeehed  out  and  discussed  by  members  who 
bave  mere  nautical  knowledge  than  I  have,  and 
«ho  have  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
^Muls  of  the  whole  wretched  business.  So  far 
M  it  has  gone,  it  seems  to  me  Ministers  have 
Mme  out  of  it  very  badly.  Of  course,  we  have 
^^  heaid  the  explanation  of  the  Premier  with 
'^Ri'd  to  the  discrepancies  between  his  state- 
oienti  when  before  the  Supreme  Court  and  the 
statements  he  made  to  a  reporter  of  the  OUiffo 
^^oiiy  Ttmes,  and  what  he  said  at  different 
pUees  throughout  the  colony.  We  have  heard 
the  Uinister  of  Marine,  and  his  defence  seemed 
^  me  to  be  just  this :  that  when  he  wrote  the 
*vdiof  the  famous  memorandum,  **  Jones, 
'Daeo '-.Permit  Examination  Master,"  he  did 
oot  intend  the  memorandum  as  a  direction  to 
^  oiBoerB  of  the  Marine  Department  to  allow 
^onee  to  go  up  for  examination.  But  it  is  very 
■igBtJBeant  that,  while  before  the  writing  of  the 
memorandum  Captain  Allman  said  it  was  im- 
ponible  to  do  anything  for  Jones,  after  the 
nMBMrandum  was  written  he  was  only  too 
Anmons  to  do  anything,  rightly  or  wrongly,  in 
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order  to  get  a  certificate  for  the  candidate.  It 
has  been  said  by  members  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  that  we  object  to  a  Boyal  Commis- 
sion. We  do  not  object  to  a  Boyal  Commission, 
nor  do  we  object  to  its  being  referred  to  the 
people  of  the  country.  It  has  been  referred  to 
the  people  of  Wellington  City,  and  I  feel  certain 
that  during  the  next  fortnight  or  three  weeks 
the  people  of  that  electorate,  who  have  a  more 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  than  have  the  people  in  any  other 
district  in  the  colony,  will  speak  with  no 
uncertain  sound.  I  feel  confident  that  their 
verdict  will  be  such  as  wiU  be  creditable  to 
themselves  and  satisfactory  to  that  section  of 
the  community— and  I  believe  there  is  still  a 
large  section  of  the  community — who  believe  in 
just,  good,  and  honest  administration.  So  far 
as  Mr.  John  Hutoheson  is  concerned,  I  differ 
from  him  politically.  We  do  not  look  at  poli- 
tical matters  from  the  same  point  of  view ; 
bat,  -though  we  differ,  I  respect  him  as  an 
upright,  honourable,  and  straightforward  man, 
aod  nothing  will  give  me  greater  pleasure  than 
to  welcome  him  back  to  his  place  in  this  House 
as  member  for  Wellington  City.  I  was  saying 
that  we  do  not  object  to  a  Boyal  Commission. 
So  far  as  the  Boyal  Commission  is  concerned, 
we  have  every  confidence  in  the  personnel  of 
the  Commission ;  but  we  want  to  know  who  is 
going  to  examine  and  cross-examine  the  wit- 
nesses. Ministers  have  told  us  that  they  will 
be  there.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it.  We 
have  not  forgotten  that  a  year  ago  they  re- 
fased  to  give  evidence  before  a  Boyal  Com- 
mission—  the  Police  Commission.  But  there 
is  another  point  we  want  to  know  something 
about:  we  want  to  know  whether  Captain 
Allman  will  be  there,  whether  Captain  Jones 
will  be  there,  and  whether  Captain  Yon  Schoen 
will  be  there.  If  they  are  not  there  and  called 
upon  to  give  evidence,  what  will  be  the  value 
of  the  Commission  ?  Sir,  it  will  not  be  of  any 
value  at  all.  The  only  possibility  of  getting  at 
the  truth  —  and  we  are  anxious  to  get  at  the 
truth,  we  are  anxious  to  probe  this  matter 
to  the  very  bottom — is  to  have  Ministers  and 
the  people  concerned  examined  by  a  parlia- 
mentary Committee.  It  does  not  matter  what 
the  report  of  the  Committee  would  be :  that 
makes  not  the  slightest  difference.  The  people 
of  the  country  would  be  able  to  read  the  evi- 
dence and  judge  for  themselves.  We  want 
those  men  examined  by  each  members  as  are 
experts  in  bringing  out  evidence — and  there 
are  quite  a  number  of  such  men  in  the  House. 
But  m  connection  with  this  matter  there  is  one 
thought  that  must  occur  to  most  people :  Is 
this  Captain  Jones  the  only  incompetent  man 
who  has  been  able  to  get  a  certificate  ?  It  has 
been  stated  in  evidence  that  he  is  not  the  only 
incompetent  man.  If  he  is  not  the  only  one, 
then  the  outlook  is  not  a  particularly  cheerful 
one  for  the  travelling  public.  If  accidents 
happen  and  lives  are  lost  through  incompetent 
men  having  obtained  certificates  by  political 
influence,  then  I  say  the  Ministers  who  in- 
fluenced the  granting  of  such  certificates  are 
morally  if  not  legally  responsible.    I  hope,  Sir, 
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the  Gommisaion  will  so  get  through  its  labours 
that  the  matter  may  come  before  the  House 
again  this  session.    As  1  say,  we  are  anxious 
to  get  at  the  truth,  and  I  hope  the  crime — for  it 
is  a  crime — will  be  sheeted  home,  and  that  the 
punishment   will    be   equal    to    the     offence. 
Now,  as  I  have  implied,  I  do  not  intend  to 
refer  at  any  great  length  to  the  matters  dealt 
with  in  the  Governor's  Speech,  but  I  intend 
to  deal  with   some  of  the  opinions  expressed 
during  the  debate  on  the   Address  in  Reply. 
There  is  one  subject  in  particular  which  I  do 
not  thiuk  has  received   the  attention    which 
it  deserves  at  the  hands  of  honourable  mem- 
bers—  that  is  the    subject  of   Native    lands. 
It  has  been  referred  to  by  quite  a  number  of 
honourable  members.     We  have  had   it  dealt 
with   exhaustively  by  the  Hon.   Mr.   Carroll, 
member  of  the    Executive    representing    the 
Native  race.    From  his  position  that  honour- 
able member  ought   to  speak  with  authority. 
In  bis  speech  he  told  us  that  '*  the  lands  would 
Dot  stand  individualisation  on  account  of  their 
poor  quality,  but  that  they  should  be  vested  in 
a  board,  and  dealt  with  by  a  board  on  the  same 
terms  and  conditions  as  Grown  lands.'*    He  did 
not  go  on  to  tell  us  whether  the  settlers  who 
went  on  to  these  Native  lands  would  be  allowed 
to  acquire  the  freehold ;  but,  as  he  expressed 
himself  as  being  opposed  to  individualisation, 
it  would  be  impossible   for  them    to  do   so. 
Now,  I  want   to   tell  the  Minister  this:  The 
settlers  in  this  colony  vvill  not  stand  a  system 
of    landlordism.    Whether  the    landlords  are 
Land   Boards,  or  even   the  Grown  itself,  they 
will    not  have  it.     They  want  the    freehold, 
and  they  mean  to  have  that  form  of  tenure, 
and  no  other.     However,   Sir,   in   suggesting 
something  different  to  what  we  have  got  at 
present  he  admitted  the  present  system  was 
to  a  certain  extent  a  failure,  and  there  I  agree 
with  him.    The  present  system  of  dealing  with 
Native  lands  is  the  most  complete  and  ghastly 
failure  that  it  is  possible  to  imagine.    I  have 
been  through  part  of    the    King  -  country  —  I 
have  not  seen  very  much  of  it,  of  course — 
along  with  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
kato  (Mr.  Lang),  and  I  was  more  than  sur- 
prised at  the  immense  extent  of  valuable  land 
which  is  allowed  to  lie  waste,  uncultivated,  and 
unoccupied.    And  why  ?    Because  the  Govern- 
ment   have    a  monopoly  of   the  purchase  of 
Native  lands.     The  Natives  will  not  sell   to 
them — they  are  not  satisfied  with  the  price 
which  the  Government  offer;  and  they  can- 
not sell  to  Europeans    because  the  law  will 
not  permit  it.     And    so,  as  I  say,  the  land 
is  allowed  to  lie  idle,  a  monument  to  the  in- 
competence and  incapacity  of  the  gentlemen 
who  at  present  occupy  the  Treasury  benches. 
Of  course,  it  will  be  said  that  I  am  an  advo- 
cate of  free-trade  in  Native  Isuids.    Well,  I  say 
that  free-trade  in  Native  lands  would  be  the 
lesser  evil  of  the  two.    As  it  happens,  however, 
I  am  not  an  advocate  of  free-trade  in  Native 
lands ;  but  I  do  think  this :  that  the  land  should 
be  opened  up  on  the  same  tenns  and  conditions 
as  Crown  lands.    If  we  did  that,  in  a  very  short 
time  the  Native  lands  would  be  settled,  and  the 
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Native  difficulties  would  be  a  thing  of  the  past 
— it  being  understood,  of  course,  that  soffieiant 
lands  would  be  reserved  for  the  Natives  them- 
selves on  which  to  make  a  living.   I  do  not  sap* 
pose  the  present  Government  will  do  it— I  do 
not  think  so  for  one  moment ;  but  I  look  for- 
ward to  the  time,  I  hope  in  the  near  futore, 
when  Native  lands  and  Native  affairs  will  be 
put  in  a  much  more  satisfactory  position  than 
they  are  in  at  present.    Then,  I  pass  on  to 
another  subject  which  is  not  mentioned  in  the 
Governor's  Speech,  but  which  I  think  should 
have  been  mentioned — that  is,  the  reform  of  tbt 
Legislative  Council.      We  have  been  promind 
reform  of  the  Legislative  Council  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  but  at  present  there  is  no  indi- 
cation   of    this   promise  being    redeemed.    I 
want  to  say  this,  though :  that  I  do  doc  tbiiik 
there  is  anything  connected  with  the  pnblio 
affairs  of  the  country  which  so  much  requina 
reform  as  our  Legislative  Council.    With  tba 
three  members  who  have  recently  been  ap- 
pointed   there    would    have    been   forty-eight 
members  in  the  Upper  House,  but  as  one  of 
those  gentlemen  is  at  present  ineligible  thoe 
are  of  course  only  forty-seven.     Does  any  one 
imagine  for  one  moment  that  it  requires  fortj- 
seven  members  to  do  the  business  of  the  Upper 
House  ?    Nothing  of  the  sort.    Every  one  knows 
that  twenty  good  men  could  do  the  work  (nuia 
as  well  or  even  better  than  it  is  being  dopa 
at  present.     We  all  know  the  reason  of  thii. 
People  are  appointed  to  the  Upper  House  not 
because  they  are  wanted   there,  not  beoaos 
they  are  fit  for  the  position,  but  because  itnuti 
the  Premier  to  reward  some  of  the  more  prooi- 
nent  of  his  followers  and  supporters  by  appoint- 
ing them  to  the  Upper  House  at  the  expense  ol 
the  country.    To  whom  are  these  membezf  oi 
the  Upper  House  responsible  ?    Certainly  not 
to  the  people  of  the  country:  they  are  sot 
appointed  by  the  electors.    They  are  reapoB- 
sible  to  no  one  but  the  Premier.    They  repie- 
sent  a  constituency  of  one;  and  I  hope  thtf 
constituent  is  proud  of  them.    I  have  beifd 
various  ideas  of   reform   in   connection  «iti^ 
the  Upper  House  suggested.    Notice  was  givso 
to-day  by  a  private  member  of  his  intentioo 
to  introduce  a  Bill  on  the  subject.    I  notiotd 
last  night  the  honourable  member  for  Sel- 
wyn  suggested  that  the  Upper  Hoose  sbouA 
be  elected  by  every  two  of  the  existing  oonsta- 
tuencies  being  run  together  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a  member  of  the  Council.    But,  Sir,  I 
do  Hot  think  that  would  be  of  veiy  mnob  m 
because  the  Upper  House  would  be  something  v 
the  way  of  a  duplication  of  the  Lower  HoQi^; 
it  would  be  elected  on  party  lines,  and  wonMbe, 
consequently,  of  very  little  value.    The  bestwj 
that  I  have  heard  suggested  in  connection  w 
the  Upper  House  was  brought  forward  by  ^ 
Frederick  Whitaker  some  years  ago.    Whon  M 
was  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Coonw  M 
introduced  a  Bill  on  the  subject.    He  pwwjj 
in  that  Bill  that  the  number  of  membeii  of  v» 
Upper  House  should  be  just  one-half  of  the  nm^ 
her  of  members  of  the  Lower  House ;  ^^ 
term  of  office  should  be  seven  years;  and«w( 
the  system  of  appointment  should  be  ekeuve— 
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.  tiuU  is,  the  members  of  the  Upper  House  were 
to  be  eleoted  by  members  of  the  General 
Anembly.  In  order  to  review  the  subject  and 
pat  it  on  record,  I  intend  to  quote  some  of 
(he  more  important  clauses  of  Sir  Frederick 
Whitaker's  Bill.    It  provided,— 

"  Those  who  are  members  of  the  Council  at 
(he  passing  of  this  Act  shall  continue  to  be 
membeis  thereof  under  their  then  existing 
tppoiotments,  and  they  shall  continue  subject 
(D  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  Act ;  out 
(he  power  of  appointment  by  Her  Majesty,  or 
by  the  Governor,  shall  cease  upon  this  Act 
becoming  law,  and  members  shall  thereafter  be 
elected  or  appointed  under  chis  Act,  and  not 
otherwise. 

"Whenever  the  number  of  members  of  the 
CoDocil  is  reduced  from  any  cause  below  one- 
half  of  the  number  for  the  time  being  of  the 
members  of  the  House,  there  shall  be  a  vacancy 
to  be  filled  up  as  hereinafter  provided.  If  the 
namber  of  members  of  the  House  is  then  an 
uneven  number,  one  shall  be  omit&ed  in  the 
reckoning. 

"Provided  that  not  less  than  two  of  such 
members  shall  always  be  aboriginal  natives  of 
New  Zealand,  or  half- castes  or  their  descend- 
ADts  by  Natives. 

"Every  member  of  the  Council  elected  or 
appointed  under  this  Act,  except  a  person  ap- 
pointed under  section  forty  eight  hereof,  shall 
hold  his  seat  for  seven  years  from  the  day  of 
his  election  or  appointment. 

"  Whether  there  be  more  candidates  than 
one,  or  only  one,  the  election  shall  be  by  ballot, 
and  shall  be  conducted  by  the  Returning  Officer 
in  a  convenient  room  in  the  General  Assembly 
Buildings. 

"Every  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote  in  respect  of  such 
scat." 

These,  Sir,  are  the  opinions  and  ideas  of  a 
gentleman  who  was  not  only  a  politician  but  a 
statesman  in  the  truest  and  best  sense  of  the 
word.    There  would  be  no  more  expense  with 
Sir  Frederick  Whitaker's  plan  than  there  is  at 
present — not  so  much,  because  there  would  not 
Be  80  many  ia<^mbers  to  pay.    Better  men  would 
be  appointed,  and  the  abuses  at  present  prevail- 
ing would  be  impossible.    I  do  not  suppose  for 
one  moment  that  the  present  Government  in- 
tend to  do  anything  in  the  way  of  reforming 
the  Upper  House.    They  are  joined  to  their 
idols— the  twin  idols  of  patronage  and  corrup- 
tion.   But  reform  of  the  Upper  House  is  one 
(rf  the  very  first  things  which  public  opinion 
will  demand  from  the  next  Government  who  go 
on  those  benches.    And  then,  Sir,  going  on  to 
Miother  matter :  I  was  pleased  to  hear  the  ex- 
pression of  opinion,  especially  from  South  Island 
members,  with  regard  to  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Bailway,  and  to  the  other  railways  in  the  Auck- 
land Province.    Of  course,  this  matter  does  not 
directly  affect  me;  it  does  not  directly  affect 
my  constituents.    I  have  got  my  own  roads 
aod  public   works  to   look   after,    but    I  am 
always  pleased  to  join  with  other  honourable 
members    from   the    South    Island,    or   from 
the  North  Island,  in  anything  that  will   be 


for  the  best  interests  of  the  colony.  And  I 
believe  this :  that  it  will  be  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  country  that  Auckland  should  be  con- 
nected with  Wellington  by  the  shortest  possible 
route.  In  saying  that,  I  am  not  saying  any^ 
thing  against  railway-connection  with  Taranaki. 
That  will  come  later  on ;  but  I  might  say,  in 
this  connection,  that  Auckland  has  been  played 
with  too  long.  Differences  of  opinion  have 
been  encouraged  for  political  purposes,  but  the 
people  in  the  North  are  wakmg  up,  and  now 
demand  that  justice  shall  be  done  in  the  mattor 
of  railway  communication  as  well  as  in  other 
matters.  Of  course,  the  ways  and  means  wiU 
have  to  be  considered.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
people  who  think  that  railways  can  be  con- 
structed without  money :  nothing  of  the  sort. 
But  I  might  say,  while  on  this  matter,  that 
I  am  not  going  to  support  a  large  borrowing 
policy ;  I  am  not  going  to  support  a  borrow- 
ing policy  at  all  unless  I  know  for  what  pur- 
pose the  money  is  going  to  be  used,  and  unless 
I  am  absolutely  certain  that  the  money  will 
be  used  for  the  particular  purpose,  and  for  no 
other.  But  I  believe  that  this  railway  can  be 
constructed  without  adding  to  the  debt  of  the 
colony,  and  in  this  way :  Out  of  the  one-million 
loan  borrowed  for  the  construction  of  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Bailway  £219,000  was  used  for 
the  purchase  of  Native  lands.  I  moved  for  ft 
return  of  what  has  been  done  with  these  Native 
lands  last  session,  but  that  return  has  not  yet 
been  laid  on  the  table.    But  if  these  lands  wei^e 

fiurchased  in  the  same  way  as  other  Native 
ands,  and  if  they  consist  of  good  country,  then, 
upon  being  opened  up,  either  by  roads  or  rail- 
ways, they  ought  to  be  worth  to  settlers  at 
least  £500,000.  What  I  suggest,  then,  is  this : 
that  sufficient  money  should  be  borrowed  in 
order  to  complete  the  railway,  and  that  that 
money  should  be  vested  in  Commissioners,  to 
be  used  for  purposes  of  the  railway,  and  no 
other.  Then,  as  the  lands  were  sold  the  money 
received  from  the  sale  of  the  land  should  go 
towards  paying  off  the  debt ;  or  if  the  lands  were 
leased,  the  money  received  by  way  of  rental 
should  go  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  money  bor- 
rowed. Then,  there  is  the  Waimarino  Forest, 
through  which  the  railway  will  run.  We  had 
an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  timber  in  this 
forest  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  last  ses- 
sion. We  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
estimate  was  exaggerated,  but  it  will  surely 
be  quite  safe  to  take  one-fourth  the  amount 
in  the  estimate.  If  we  take  one-fourth  the 
amoimt,  at  Is.  per  100  ft.,  then  the  royalty 
would  amount  to  over  £2,000,000.  Well,  take 
the  royalty  from  the  timber  and  the  money  re- 
ceived from  the  sale  of  lands — and  I  think  we 
are  quite  justified  in  taking  both,  because  the 
lands,  as  I  have  said,  were  purchased  with 
money  borrowed  for  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Railway,  and  the  timber  cannot  be  utilised 
until  the  railway  is  put  through  —  so  I  say 
that  if  we  take  the  royalties  and  take  the 
money  for  the  land,  the  railway,  I  believe,  will 
be  paid  for  within  ten  years  from  the  date  of 
its  completion.  As  I  said,  I  believe  it  is  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony  as  a  whole  to  complete 
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this  line.  It  will  settle  the  port-of-oall  question, 
it  will  open  np  a  lot  of  valuable  country,  and  I 
believe  it  will  be  the  means  of  inoreasing  the 
trade  both  of  Auckland  and  Wellington.  There 
is  another  matter  which  has  not  been  referred 
to  in  the  Speech  of  His  Excellency,  though  the 
Premier  dealt  with  it  in  some  of  the  addresses 
he  delivered  in  the  north.  I  refer  to  his  pro- 
posal with  regard  to  political  Under-Secretaries. 
When  the  Promier  was  speaking  at  Auckland 
he  expressed  himself  in  favour  of  giving  Ministers 
the  power  to  engage  political  Under-Secretaries; 
and  I  must  say  this—I  was  not  present  at  the 
meeting,  but  1  read  the  report  of  the  meeting  in 
the  local  paper :  He  seems  to  have  introduced 
the  subject  very  skilfully,  very  artfully,  by 
quoting  the  opinion  of  Sir  George  Grey  on  the 
subject.  I  notice  that  whenever  a  southern 
man  goes  to  Auckland  he  always  quotes  some- 
thing that  Sir  George  Grey  has  said.  Then 
the  Premier  went  on  to  say  that  **  the  work  of  a 
Minister  was  almost  slavery,  and  necessitated 
the  Minister's  working  night  and  day  to  keep 
things  running  and  know  aU  that  is  going  on." 
Well,  Sir,  the  only  member  of  the  Executive 
who  appears  to  have  been  overworked,  or  who 
shows  any  signs  of  overwork,  is  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Stamps.  He  and  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  have  been  bearing  the  whole  of 
the  burden  of  the  State  on  their  shoulders 
whUe  the  Premier  h%s  been  going  round  the 
ooloDy,  being  banqueted  and  telling  fairy  tales 
about  the  good  he  has  done  for  the  country, 
and  about  the  monstrous  iniquity  of  the  Oppo- 
■ition  members  who  dare  to  oppose  him.  But, 
Sir,  coming  back  to  the  pomt:  What  effect 
would  this  proposal  have  if  carried  into  opera- 
iioo?  Already  we  have  six  members  of  the 
Executive  in  this  House,  two  Whipe,  and  the 
Chairman  of  Committees— nine  members  in  all 
— who  always  vote  for  the  Government  in  the 
case  of  no-confidence  motions,  or  on  any  party 
measure.  But,  Sir,  if  in  addition  to  these 
nine  members  we  had  six  political  Under- 
Secretaries — because  I  suppoee  every  Minis- 
tar  would  require  an  Under-Secretary— there 
would  be  fifteen;  and  what  effect  would  that 
have  on  a  House  the  majority  of  members  in 
which  is  thirty-seven  ?  Why,  it  would  turn 
what  is  supposed  to  be  a  democracy  into 
a  despotism,  and  a  bad  despotism  at  that. 
It  is  all  very  well  to  say  that  because  they 
have  Under  Secretaries  in  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament they  ought  to  have  Under-Secre- 
taries here.  I  would  point  out  that  a  few 
Under-  Secretaries  make  very  little  differ- 
ence in  a  House  that  consists  of  between  six 
and  seven  hundred  members ;  but  it  would 
make  a  very  great  difference  in  a  House  of 
teventy-four.  Besides,  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
absolutely  ludicrous  to  argue  that  because  the 
Prime  Minister  of  the  great  British  Empire 
requires  a  political  Under-Secretary  the  i:^e- 
mier  of  this  little  colony  should  have  one.  It 
teems  to  me  particularly  absurd,  and  I  look 
upon  the  proposal  as  another  attempt  to  grasp 
more  power,  more  patronage,  and  minister  to 
the  vanity  and  ambition  of  ihe  Premier.  Then, 
Sir,  in  the  same  speech,  and  on  the  same  oooa- 
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sion,  the  Premier  referred  to  the  property-tax 
as  compared  with  the  land-tax.    I  think  we  had 
about  ten  minutes  or  a  quarter  of  an  hour  from 
the  honourable  member  for  Masterton  upon  the 
same  subject.    The  property-tax  is  now  a  Uting 
of  the  past,  but  I  really  cannot  see  that  the 
land-tax  in  its  present  form  is  any  better.   Thi 
Premier,  in  his  speech  which  I  refer  to,  by  vay 
of  instance,  quoted  the  case  of  a  setUer  who 
owned  unimproved  land  valued  at  £766,  and  k« 
then  went  on  to  show — and  his  figures  won 
correct  for  once— that  the  land-tax  on  thit 
amount  would  be  £1  2s.  2d.    But  he  forgot  to 
tell  his  audience— because  I  do  not  think  that 
many  of  them  knew — that  at  £1,500  the  exemp- 
tion commenced  to  disappear,  and  at  £2,500  il 
g  Q      had  disappeared  altogether,  and  oon* 
sequently  the  man  who  has  £2,500  id* 
vested  in  unimproved  land  would  pay  a  tu  of 
£10  88.  4d.    But  let  us  look  at  the  other  side  of 
the  picture.    Take  a  man  who  has  a  capital  of 
£10,000,  and  who  puts  that  capital  into  the  buk 
and  receives  8  per  cent. — that  is  about  the  esr- 
rent  rate  of  interest  at  the  present  time.   'Wkrf 
would  he  pay  ?    Wh v,  he  does  not  pay  a  solitKj 
shilling  of  taxation,  because  he  would  only  faiie 
an  income  of  £800,  and  income  is  exempt  up  to 
£800.    There  are  the  two  sides  of  the  piotDia 
One  man  has  £10,000  in  a  bank  and  pays  no- 
thing whatever  in  direct  taxation,  and  another 
puts  £2,500   into    unimproved    land  and  bs 
pays  £10  8s.  4d.    But  I  believe  this:  that  so 
long  as  the  mortgage-tax  exists  the  present 
land-tax  is  not  a  land-tax  at  all  in  the  oidi- 
nary  sense  of  the  term,  hut  it  is  simply  > 
bastsurd  form  of  the  property- tax,  becaose  tbe 
mortgages  include  improvements,  and  then- 
fore  the  tax  on  mortgages  is  a  tax  on  improve- 
ments.   It  works  out  in  this  way :  A  poor  mio 
whose  Ismd  is  mortgaged  pays  the  mortgige- 
tflkx,  while  the  man  who  is  well  off  has  no  mort- 
gs4(e  at  all,  and  so  his  improvemente  escape. 
That  is  the  position.    Of  course,  I  know  whet 
the  answer  of  the  other  side  will  be.    I  have 
hesird  it  before.    It  is  that  the  mortgagee  paji 
the  taxes,  not  the  mortgagor ;  but  we  know  that 
the  mortgagee  simply  passes  it  on  to  the  mort- 
gagor, and  increases  his  interest  aoooidiflgly> 
It  seems  to  me  that  at  the  present  time  the 
only  man  who  is  safe  is  the  man  who  pots  hie 
money  into  a  bemk  and  keeps  it  then;  hot  let 
him  put  it  into  a  business  of  any  kind,  ot  into 
land,  and  he  will  be  in  trouble  almost  to  a 
certainty.    Look  at  what  is  now  happening 
in  the  timber  industry.    Tbe  Government  haw 
discovered  that  the  land-tax  applies  to  etaod- 
ing  timber,  and  they  have  taken  advantage  oi 
it.    They  could   not    resist    the   opportunity- 
WeU,  Sir,    the    effect    of    that  will   be  thel 
all  the  standing  timber  of  the  country  vi^ 
be  felled  as  rapidly  as  poesible,  becaose  wben 
it  is  felled  it  ceases  to  be  part  of  the  lesj: 
it  becomes  an  asset,  and  will  not  be  lie^e 
to  taxation.    The  next  effect  must  ^  ^  ^. 
crease  the  cost  of  production,  so  that  we  shiu 
not  be    able    to   compeU    in  tbe   Acutrsliio 
markets  with  the  timber  from  Canada  or  die 
United  States,  where  the  cost  of  prodaetionii 
very  little.    Another  effect  which  has  just  bees 
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sDggested  to  me  is  this :  that  there  will  be  less 
probftbility  of  dividends  or  profits  to  those  en- 
gaged in  the   timber  indnstry,  becftuse  they 
have  first  to  pay  the  tax  on    the    standing 
timber,  and  then  income-tax  on  the  profits,  if 
(here  are  any.    Another  consequence  will  be 
that  there  will  be  leas  money  to  pay  labour, 
and  therefore  less  employment  will  be  given: 
Uiat  is  a  natural  consequence.    And  perhaps 
not  less  important  than  some  of  its  other  effects 
will  be  the  fact  that  it  will  disoourage   the 
planting  of  timber  and  reforesting  waste  lands 
whioh  are  unfit  for  anything  else.    So  that  an 
unwise,  injudicious,  and  unfair  tax  such  as  this 
afiecta  not  only  the  people  immediately  con- 
oemedwho  have  to  pay  it,  but  affects  the  whole 
eommonity  as  well.    We  have  all  had  reason  to 
know  lately  that  the  Oovernment  boast  of  their 
successful  finance,  but  if  they  are  suocessfTil 
it  is  only  because  they  are  squeesing  the  last 
shilliDg  out  of  the  taxpayer.    I  happened  to  be 
talking  to  a  storekeeper  in  rather  a  large  way 
the  oUier  day,  a  man  who  imports  his  goods 
from  the  manufacturers,  and  he  told  me  that 
when  be  imported  shirtings,  which  are  supposed 
to  be  free,  if  a  piece  came  along  that  coTild  by 
any  possibility  be  used  as  dress  material  he  was 
at  once  charged  20  per  cent,  upon  it.    This  is  a 
nice  state  of  things  for  what  is  called  "  Liberal- 
iam."    On  the  one  hand  we  have  most  extrava- 
gant administration,  and  on  the  other  grinding 
taxation  in  inmost  every  possible  form.    Talking 
about  the  taxation  reminds  me  of  the  speech  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
Millar),  who  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  tax  of 
5  per  oent.  upon  gold-dredcing  and  gold-saving 
machinery  was  not  sufficient.    I  suppose  he 
thought  he  was  speaking  in  the  best  inter- 
ests of  his  oonstituents,  but  I  look  at  it  in 
this  way :  that  all  taxation  upon  the  tools,  im- 
plements, and  machinery  required  in  any  trade 
or  industry  is  not  a  tax  upon  those  things,  but 
a  tax  upon  the  people  engaged  in  the  industry. 
A  tax  upon  dredging  or  gold-saving  machinery 
ii  a  tax  upon  the  people  engaged    in   gold- 
nining ;  and,  instead  of  wishing  to  see  that 
tax  increased,  I  should  like  to  have  an  oppor- 
timity  of  dividing  the  House  upon  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  or  not  this  tax  should  be 
Btrnck  out   altogether,   and    gold-saving   ma- 
ti^ry  plaoed  upon  the  free-list,  where  I  think 
it  ihould  have  been  long  ago.    And  we  have 
^  the  old  subject  trotted  out  again  during 
UU8  debate  about  the  policy  of  the  Opposi- 
tion.  The  honourable  meml)er  for  Oaversham, 
in  referring  to  this  the  other  night,  told  us 
wax  the  policy  of  the  present  Government 
Puty  when  in  Opposition.    And  he  went  on 
>^d  told  us  something  I  had  never   heard 
Before.     He   said    that    when    Mr.    Ballance 
And  his  party  went  to  the  country  they  went 
Ijith  a  well-defined  forward  policy.    Well,  Sir, 
^  they  went  to  the  country  with  a  well-defined 
^^^^  policy,  how  was  it  that,  after  the  elec- 
ll^  when  the  Atkinson  Ministry  was  ousted 
pom  office,  Mr.  Ballance  asked  for  four  months 
jo  which  to  **  frame  and  mature  his  policy  "  ? 
Those  were  bis  words.    If  he  had  a  well-defined 
policy  before  the  elections,  why  was  it  neces- 


sary to  ask  for  four  months  to  "frame  and 
mature "  his  policy  ?  The  only  answer  is 
that  they  had  no  such  policy,  and  that  four 
months  were  required  in  which  to  bring  one 
to  maturity.  Then,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man went  on  and  told  us  about  Mr.  Perceval, 
and  he  quoted  from  a  speech  delivered  by 
Mr.  Perceval  at  Ghristchuroh  previous  to  the 
election.  Well,  I  have  carefully  read  that 
speech  of  Mr.  Perceval's  from  bef;imiing  to 
end,  and  I  want  to  say  that  there  is  not  the 
slightest  word,  hint,  or  indication  that  he  was 
putting  forward  a  policy  on  behalf  of  the  party 
of  which  he  was  a  member.  He  was  speaking 
for  himself,  and  suggesting  certain  reforms ;  but 
there  is  nothing  to  show  that  he  put  forward  a 
policy  for  a  party  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
rank  and  file.  He  merely  suggested  certain  re- 
forms, as  we  have  suggested  reforms.  Nearly 
every  Opposition  memher  who  has  spoken  dur« 
ing  this  debate  or  during  the  recess  has  spoken 
in  favour  of  freehold  tenure,  in  favour  of  reform- 
ing the  Upper  House,  of  settling  the  Native 
lands,  of  completing  the  trunk  railways,  and, 
above  all,  in  favour  of  honest  and  economical 
administration.  I  think  these  reforms  are 
quite  sufficient  for  the  present,  and  when  they 
have  been  given  effect  to  more  will  follow. 
Mr.  Perceval  was  speaking  only  two  or  three 
days  before  the  election  of  1890;  but  Mr. 
Morrison,  the  member  for  Gaversham,  and 
other  members  on  that  side,  have  been  de- 
manding a  policy  from  us  for  the  last  three 
years.  And  if  we  had,  as  they  suggest,  given 
them  a  policy,  what  would'  have  happened  ? 
We  should  have  found  the  best  part  of  it 
in  the  Qovemor's  Speech.  What  has  hap- 
pened already  ?  The  Premier  says  he  is  going 
to  reduce  Uie  rate  of  interest  under  the 
Advances  to  Settlers  Department  by  \  per 
cent.  Who  suggested  that  ?  Why,  last  year 
it  was  moved  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Patea,  Mr.  Hutchison,  and  on  that  occasion 
the  Premier  and  his  foUowers  voted  against  it. 
Then,  speaking  of  the  advances  to  settlers,  Mr. 
Seddon  told  his  audience  in  Auckland  this: 
that  '<as  the  money  was  naid  from  time  to 
time  the  total  loan  should  be  reduced,  and 
interest  only  demanded  for  the  remainder."  I 
think  so  too.  Of  course,  Mr.  Seddon  referred 
to  that  peculiar  provision  in  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Act  which  provides  that  when  a  man 
has  already  paid  off  part  of  his  loan  his  in- 
terest is  not  reduced  aocordinsly,  but  he  only 
receives  4  per  cent,  for  what  he  has  paid  off, 
though  he  pays  a  higher  rate  for  what  he  has 
borrowed.  I  never  could  understand  why  that 
should  be  so.  I  have  thought  it  was  most 
unfair  and  unjust  from  the  very  first,  and  I 
moved  twice  in  this  House  to  put  it  right. 
I  am  net  going  to  quote  Hansard  now ;  I  shall 
have  another  opportunity  of  doin^  that.  And 
what  happened  ?  Why,  the  motion  was  bit- 
terly opposed  by  the  Premier  and  every  one  of 
his  supporters.  All  I  can  say  is  that  it  is  very 
interesting  to  find  the  Premier  now  putting  for- 
ward as  one  of  the  most  important  points  of 
his  policy  the  very  proposal  which  he  opposed » 
and  bitterly  and  strenuously  opposed*  when  it 
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was  moved  by  an  Opposition  member.  Sir,  we 
are  all  anxious  that  this  debate  should  finish  to- 
night, and,  though  there  are  many  subjects  to 
which  I  would  like  to  have  referred,  I  do  not 
propose  to  oocupy  the  time  of  the  House  fur- 
ther, especially  as  there  will  be  other  and  better 
opportunities  later  on. 

Mr.  MOBRISON  (Gaversham).— Sir,  I  wish 
to  offer  a  word  of  explanation  in  connection 
with  a  statement  which  has  just  fallen  from 
the  honourable  member  for  Franklin,  Mr.  Mas- 
sey.  He  said  that  in  the  course  of  my  speech 
I  had  drawn  attention  to  the  policy  outlined 
by  Mr.  Ballance  at  Wanganui,  and  also  by  Mr. 
\v.  P.  Beeves,  Mr.  Ward,  and  especially  in  Mr. 
PercevaPs  speech  of  the  12th  November,  1890, 
as  reported  in  the  Ghristchuroh  papers.  He 
said  that  he  had  read  carefully  the  reports  of 
the  speeches  these  gentlemen  had  made,  and 
he  failed  to  see  where  any  policy  had  been 
outlined.  As  regards  the  policy  outlined  by 
Mr.  Perceval,  I  quoted  exactly  the  words  used 
by  Mr.  Perceval  as  reported  in  the  Lyttelton 
Times  and  Ghristchuroh  Press.  I  sent  for  these 
papers,  to  substantiate  the  position  I  took  up, 
nut,  unfortunately,  owing  to  the  honourable 
member  resuming  his  seat,  I  have  no  opportu- 
nity of  quoting  the  extract  from  which  I  made 
my  statement .  But  I  wish  to  say  that  every  word 
appeared  in  the  report  given  of  Mr.  Perceval's 
speech  in  the  Lyttelton  Times  and  the  Gbrist- 
onurch  Press  with  regard  to  the  policy  tha.t  the 
Liberal  party  were  prepared  to  bring  into  force 
if  they  were  returned  at  the  general  election ; 
and  if  that  quotation  does  not  support  my  con- 
tention—that they,  the  then  Opposition,  out- 
lined a  policy  in  1890 — I  would  like  to  know 
what  it  really  means. 

Mr.  MASSEY. — In  answer  to  the  honourable 
gentleman,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  I 
admit  what  he  has  said  is  correct.  My  con- 
tention, however,  is  this  :  that  Mr  Perceval  put 
those  opinions  forward  on  his  own  account,  and 
not  on  account  of  the  party  of  which  he  was  a 
member. 

Mr.  MOBBISON.— Mr.  Ballance,  Mr.  Ward, 
Mr.  W.  P.  Reeves,  and  Mr.  Perceval  all  covered 
the  same  ground  prior  to  the  election  of  1890. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).  —  Mr.  Speaker,— 
Sir,  I  think  it  may  be  said,  and  that  correctly, 
that  the  debate  which  has  taken  place  on  this 
Speech  from  the  Throne  has  been  unique  in 
the  extreme,  and  will  not  be  forgotten  for  years 
in  this  colony.  It  will  be,  no  doubt,  contended 
that,  as  the  head  of  the  Government,  when  we 
were  attacked  by  the  amendment  of  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  it  was  my  duty  to  immedi- 
ately reply  to  the  speech  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  then  delivered.  Under  ordinary 
circumstances  there  would  be  something  in 
that  contention,  but  the  position  was  extra- 
ordinary. Was  there  anything,  I  ask,  in  the 
first  place,  to  reply  to?  The  leader  of  the 
Opposition  appeared  to  me  to  be  in  this 
position :  that  he  was  goaded  on  by  his  sup- 
porters, and  was  asked  to  perform  a  most  un- 
pleasant task,  and  the  only  reason  there  was 
for  it  was  to  secure  Mr.  John  Hutcheson's  vote. 
I  have  no  doubt  there  had  been  consultations. 
Mr,  Massey 


It  is  quite  possible  that  the  late  member  for 
Wellington  Gity  (Mr.  J.  Hutcheson)  had  been 
consulted  respecting  that  amendment,  became, 
a?  circumstances  have  developed  since,  I  cannot 
possibly  conceive  that  anything  had  arisen  in 
the  interim,  and  before  we  met  in  Wellingtoo 
it  was  well  known  that  an  amendment  would 
be  proposed  with  respect  to   what  has  been 
termed-— and  termed  wrongfully — the  '*  Macioa 
scandal,"    so    far    as    the    Government  an 
concerned.    Sir,  I  have  said  I  would  with  plM- 
sure  have  followed  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion if  there  was  anything  to  reply  to,  bat  I 
ask    honourable  members    now  to    read  the 
speech  that  he  then  delivered  and  to  ask  them- 
selves  the  question  whether  it  could  be  ex- 
pected, under  the  circumstances,  that  I  sboold 
follow  the  honourable  gentleman  in  this  debate. 
Why,  Sir,  to  leave  the  member  for  Palmerston, 
the  member  for  Ghristchurch  Gity  (Mr.  Taylo^, 
and  the  member  for  Patea,  and  to  be  drawn  to 
follow  the  leader  of  the  0{^sition — no.  Sir,  I 
have  been  too  long  in  this  House,  and  I  laow 
too  much  of  the  rules  of   debate,  and  I  «M 
not  to  be  drawn  ;  but  it  was  not  in  disrespect 
to  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  that  I  did  not 
follow  him  on   that   occasion.      But  he  wai 
followed  by  the  Gonunissioner  of  Stamps,  and 
followed  in  a  speech  which  redounds  to  the 
credit  of  my  colleague,  and  which,  I  think,  wiU 
demonstrate  to  this  country  and  to  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  that,  when  aroused  and  hii 
mind  is  made  up,  there  is  no  speaker  here  who 
can  speak  so  efiectively  or  so  much  to  the 
point    as  the   Gommissioner  of    Stamps,  Hr. 
Garroll.    I  will  give  you  a  quotation  from  a 
speech  delivered  by  a  member  of  this  House. 
It  is  as  follows : — 

"  For  boldness  of  conception  and  exeontion 
the  jobbery  of  the  present  Government  is  not 
on  a  par  with  what  has  gone  on  in  the  past. 
The  magnitude  of  the  operations  of  the  past  we 
can  compare  to  the  work  of  the  Vanderbilts  and 
the  Hooleys,  and  we  are  the  small  operators. 
Those  were  the  giants  of  finance.'* 

That  is  the  opinion  of  Mr.  John  Hutcbesoo, 
the  late  member  for  Wellington  Gity,  of  the 
party  that  sits  on  those  benches,  and  whioh 
he  has  joined  for  the  purpose  of  assailing  the 
Government.  Sir,  I  say  that,  holding  sach  an 
opinion,  I  am  surprised  a  vote  should  be  ^^sn 
which  if  carried  would  have  changed  ooi  Qo- 
vemment  and  been  the  means  of  putting  the 
Vanderbilts  and  the  Hooleys  and  the  jobben 
on  the  Treasury  benches.  Better,  Sir,  that  be 
should  have  remembered,  as  I  have  no  doabt 
those  honourable  members  here  who  support 
the  Government  do — they  are  not  forgetful— the 
words  of  a  great  philosopher  and  writer  when 
he  said,->~ 

"  Wheat  and  tares  grow  together  in  Parlia- 
ment. If  you  wait  for  a  perfect  set  of  workers 
you  may  wait  for  ever.  Your  duty  is  to  look 
which  side  truly  promotes  the  progress  and 
healthy  growth  of  the  national  good.  Its  ways 
may  not  be  your  personal  ways,  its  blunders 
may  cut  you  to  the  heart,  yet  still,  through  all« 
^ou  will  be  able  to  discern  that,  spite  of  many 
imperfections,  it  is  pressing  on  to  better  things." 
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Sir,  I  say  that  the    Government  on  these 
beoohes,  and  the  party  that  snpport  it,  have 
bean  pressing  on  to    better  things,  and  the 
condition  of  our  colony  to-day,  and  the  im- 
piofement    in    the   oondiiions  of  its    people, 
demonstrate  that  oar  policy  is  sound,  and  that 
oor  administration  is  pure.    And  contrast  the 
condition  of  New  Zealand  to-day  with  the  con- 
dition of  New  Zealand  when  the  people  at  the 
polls  reft  it  from  the  control  of  those  on  the 
opposite  side.     I  say  this  contrast  between  the 
position  then  and  now  is  a  sufficient  answer. 
Thoagh  there  have  been  mistakes — and  mis- 
takes will  occur,  I  care  not  what  (Government 
may  be  on  these  benches — there  have  been  de- 
votion and  patriotism  on  our  side,  and  there 
are  to-day  among  those  who  support  us  men 
who  are  true   to  this  country,  and  who  are 
using  their  best  abilities,   at   great  personal 
sacrifice  to  themselves,  for  our  good.    Sir,  I 
am  ptond  of  the  party  I  have  the  honour  to 
lead.    Their  position  throughout  this  debate 
has  demonstrated  to  the  colony  what  they  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  doing  in  former  sessions — 
that  we  desire  to  press  on  with  the  business 
d  the  country ;  and  they  have  sat  there  wincing 
midei  the  lash,  and  have  refrained  from  being 
drawn  lest  by  so  doing  they  should  militate 
against  our  getting  on  with  the  business  of  the 
country.    They  have  been  taunted,  and  they 
hsfe  had  unworthy  epithets  applied  to  them, 
•nd  yet  they  have  proved  their  patriotism  by 
nhuing  to  take  part  in  the  stonewall.    Pre- 
vious to  the  commencement  of  the  session  the 
Opposition  Press  stated  that  when  the  session 
lUrted  the  weakness  of  the  Government  party 
would  be  demonstrated.    Sir,  the  Government 
and  the  party  at  this  moment  are  stronger  in 
thii  House  and  stronger  in  the  country  than 
they  have  been  for  years.    I  tender  to  our  sup- 
porters and  those  who  have  helped  us  in  the 
fi^t  my  heartiest  congratulations  and  thanks. 
Why,  Sir,  if  you  listened  to  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Mataura,  and  watched 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  as  he 
ineeeded,  you  would  have  seen  that  honour- 
able member  gradually  sinking  lower  and  lower 
h|  his  seat,  until  at  last  I  quite  expected  to  see 
lum  dive  and  hide  under  the  table.    One  of 
ttie  charges  brought  up  in  this  House  against 
^  as  a  member  of   the  Assets  Bealisation 
^oatd  was  that   we  on  that  Board  had  not 
^  our  duty  in  a  certain  respect ;  but,  Sir, 
M6  reply  which  came  from  that  side  of  the 
^ooie  — from    the    honourable   member   for 
Wabtipa  (Mr.  Fraser)  —  went  to  show  that 
wan  was  not  a  tittle  of  evidence  to  support 
I    *>ah  a  contention.    Now,  I  am  sorry  the  leader 
<»  the  Opposition  is  not  here,  but  I  must  say  I 
™^he  was  ungenerous.    He  did  us  a  wrong 
1^  he  hinted  in  one  of  his  speeches  that 
^J^auBe  of  the  emoluments  attached  to  that 
^  the  members  of  the  Board  did  not  dispose 
^  more  estates  under  our  control.     That  is 
»n»tthe  public  were  led  to  believe.    Sir,  will 
"^hers  believe  it,   we  have  been  in  office 
,    ?/  ^^^'^  years,  and  what  has  been  going  on 
""^^   Contrast  that  with  the  management 
'■"»«  the  Estates  Company.    We  have  dis- 


posed of  eight  estates,  of  an  area  of  45,219 
acres,  and  which  realised  £150,409.     We  have 
sold  181  farms,  containing  82,948  acres,  and 
which  brought  in   £185,118.      We   have  sold 
1,101  town  sections,  which  realised  £96,505; 
and  also   202  suburban   and   sundry  proper- 
ties, which  realised  £80,027.   The  total  amount 
received  is  not  less  than  £412,059.     But  you 
can  only  dispose  of  land  as  you  have  a  market. 
If  you  press  properties  on  the  market  when 
there  is  not  a  sufficient  demand  for  the  land 
there  will  be  a  big  loss.    And  who  will  that 
loss  fall  upon?    It  will  fall  upon  the  people 
of  this  colony;   and  it  is  our  duty,  I  say,  to 
nurse  what  has  been  placed  in  our  hands,  and 
take  the  opportunities  of  realising  as  they  arise. 
The   balance-sheet  of  the  Assets   Bealisation 
Board,  which  has  been  laid  upon  the  table  of 
the  House,  ought,  I  think,  to  commend  itself 
to  every  member  of  the  House.    During  the  re- 
cess denunciation  was  hurled  upon  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wakatipu,  upon  Mr.  Foster, 
and  myself,  as  members  of  the  Board,  which 
ought  now  to  be  unreservedly  withdrawn.    Sir, 
we  have  been  told  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion that  it  was  the  Conservative  party  who 
introduced  the  Labour  Bills.    Yes,  Sir,  they 
introduced  them,  but  did  they  pass  them  ?    I 
ask  the  acting  leader  of  the  Opposition  now  to 
stand  up  in  his  place  and  tell  the  House  and 
the  country  how  many  of    those  Bills  they 
passed  between  1887  and  1890.    Did  they  pass 
a  single  one  ?    They  were  simply  brought  for- 
ward as  political  carrots  to  dangle  before  the 
eyes  of  the  workers.     When  we  are  told  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  and  by  other  members 
on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House,  "  I  brought 
in  the  Labour  Bills,"  it  is  a  statement  entirely 
unwarranted  by  the  facts.    The  work  of  my 
life  has  been  devoted  to  promoting  the  general 
well-being  of  our  colony,  and,  so  far  as  I  was 
able,  to  improving  the  condition  of  the  workers. 
My  life  has  been  spent  in  the  interests  of  those 
men  who  first  placed  me  in  a  public  position, 
and  amongst  wnose  ranks  I  spent  my  happiest 
days.    I  do  not  say  anything  antagonistic  to 
those  who  employ  labour,  for  what  we  have 
desired  to  promote  in  this  country  is  that  the 
employer  and  the  labourer — the  capitalist  and 
the  employ^  —  shall  work  together  and  share 
the   profits  —  that  they  shall  work    together 
for  the  good  of  our  country  and  to  their  own 
advantage— uplift   labour  to  its  proper  place 
in  respect  to  capital,  which  will  be    the    best 
security  to  capital  itself.     That  is  what  the 
Liberal  party  have  struggled  for  on  the  fioor  of 
this  House  and  in  the  country,  and  I  say  we 
have  succeeded.     Then,  the  Government  are 
taunted  in  respect  to  their  offer  to  send  troops 
to  Samoa.     It  has  been  called  jingoism,  and 
merely  a  flourish  of  trumpets  to  bring  promi- 
nently forward  the    Prime    Ministejr  of    this 
colony.      Sir,  in  the  journals  of  the  Mother- 
cotmtry,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn 
has  told  you,  our  action  has  been  approved  and 
welcomed  by  those  who  live  in  the  Mother-land. 
But,  Sir,  we  in  making  that  offer  were  not 
thinking  exclusively  of  the  Mother-land.  What 
struck  me  and  my  colleagues  was  this :    that 
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then  were  a  number  of  people  in  Apia  who 
were  sarroaDded  by  armed  natiyes,  and  that 
there  was  a  danger  of  a  massaore,  jast  as 
maBsacres  by  the  nativee  have  unfortimately 
oocurred  in  this  oolony.  Then,  as  there  was  a 
difficulty  in  getting  Imperial  troops  or  Ameti- 
can  troope  under  three  weeks  or  a  month,  and 
aa  we  could  send  Volunteers  there  within  five 
days,  we  conceived  it  to  be  our  duty,  under 
those  circumstances,  to  offer  to  send  troops 
there  for  the  preservation  of  life  and  pro- 
perty. That  is  the  prime  motive  which 
actuated  the  Government:  and  then  we  are 
taunted  that  we  did  this  out  of  jingoism.  All 
I  can  say  to  those  who  differ  from  the  Govecn- 
ment  is  that  we  did  it  for  the  good  of  the 
Empire  and  for  our  oolony,  and  it  has  at  the 
same  time  demonstrated  to  the  outside  world 
that  we  take  an  interest  in  this  island  question, 
which,  stiipped  of  the  Imperial  aspect,  is  of 
vital  importance  to  this  colony.  A  few  months 
ago  there  was  quite  a  different  feeling  from  that 
which  eziste  to-day.  The  idea  was  that  those 
who  are  intrusted  with  the  government  of  this 
oolony  should  foster  the  trading  interests,  and 
as  far  as  possible  maintain  a  proper  attitude  in 
respect  to  the  ieland  question.  Then,  I  am  told 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Duthie)  that  we  ought  not,  in  respect  to 
the  powers  of  the  Ck>mmissioner  of  Customs, 
and  which  ha^e  been  exercised,  to  keep  certain 
matters  aub  rosd  in  connection  with  the  Marine 
Department.  The  honourable  member  wishes 
the  papers  to  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House. 
I  tell  him  here  plainly  that  in  respect  to  all 
the  fines  which  for  years  have  been  imposed 
for  breaches  of  the  Customs  laws — sometimes 
wilful,  sometimes  through  neglect,  and  often 
through  ignorance — it  would  not  be  just  to 
those  engaged  in  commerce  to  have  this  done. 
And  without  knowing  the  facts  the  honourable 
gentleman  says  the  papers  should  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Some  persons  guilty  of  wilful 
fraud  have  been  prosecuted,  while  others  have 
not. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  know.  The  Com- 
missioner has  a  very  important  function  to 
perform,  and  we  have  to  follow  the  advice  of 
our  executive  officers.  I  may  say  we  are  fol- 
lowing on  the  lines  adopted  by  other  colonies ; 
and,  in  fact,  they  are  going  much  further  than 
we  are  in  that  respect.  Then  we  come  to  the 
Midland  Railway  question.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  re- 
ferred to  this,  and  stated  that  there  was  some- 
thing in  a  speech  I  had  made  which  was  being 
used  against  the  colony.  I  thank  the  honour- 
able gentleman  for  having  given  me  this  oppor- 
tunity of  explaining  the  matter.  When  the 
Bill  with  regard  to  the  Midland  Railway  was 
before  the  House  I  said,  and  I  repeat  it  now, 
that  we  had  guaranteed  practically  that  the 
land  in  the  B  1  schedule  attached  to  the  con- 
tract woTild  realise  on  sale  the  estimated  values. 
We  had  in  effect  said  that  the  company  would 
receive  in  cash  that  amount  on  the  realisation 
of  that  land,  although  there  was  no  specific 
guarantee  such  would  be  the  case.    When  the 
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oompany  was  in  financial  trouble  I  made  a 
proposal  to  the  House  offering  to  the  oompiii? 
£618,000  of  debentures  in  lieu  of  these  iaod- 
grants.    The  company,  being  short  of  capital, 
and  not  being  able  to  wait  until  it  could  mU 
the  land,  by  giving  debentures  could  finaaM 
the  moneys  required  to  go  on  with  the  worb; 
and,  if  we  refused  to  give  in  debentoxei  tbt 
value  of  the  land  as  set  forth  in  the  B 1  Mh^ 
dule,  it  would  look  as  though  the  land  waiaat 
of  the  value  at  which  it  had  been  asiemd; 
and,  if   so,   it   would   be    to  our  diBboDov. 
g  QQ     I  repeat  that  in  the  House  now,  nd 
I  say  if  any  honourable  member  li 
take  my  speech  he  will  come  to  the  ooneliHleB 
that  no  other  interpretation  could  be  pat  on  it 
When  the  debenture-holdera  lost  tkeireani^ 
was  said  they  would  endeavour  to  seise  hold  of 
anything  they  could  to  bring  against  ni,  vA 
they  have  done  so.    I  know  they  did  their  bait 
against  us  when  the  last  loan  from  this  ooloej 
was  placed  on  the  inarket.    Every  interest  tbqr 
could  bring  to  bear  against  ua  they  used  lo  tkt 
fullest  extent;  and  it  will  be  a  sorry  diyior 
New  Zealand  if  our  credit  Is  to  be  iDJondn 
the  London  market  by  a  defaulting  oomfuy, 
or   by    debenture-holders  who    have  snfieni 
through  the  default  of  the  directors  of  tfaii 
company  —  and  in  this  case  the  de&nlk  m 
proved  by  the    Arbitration    Court;    and  tbi 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Gi^  (Ml 
Duthie)  ought  to  be  with  me,  as  every  patnolie 
member  of  the  House  will  be,  to  uphold  oat 
credit,  and  to  defy  those  who  would  nee  aom 
to  injure  us  and  to  bring  down  this  coooti;^ 
credit  at  Home.    Then,  the  honourable  mia- 
her  has  again  returned  to   the  charge  u  ^ 
the  two-million  conversion  being  refused  qooii^ 
tion  by  the  Stock  Exchange  Committee;  ib 
other  words,   that  they  refused  to  allow  thi 
sum  of  £2,200,000  and  some  odd  to  be  qooled 
on  the  Stock  Exchange.    I  give  him  the  teai 
reply  as  I  have  given  on  a  former  oooaoa 
when  the  matter  was  brought  up  in  the  Hon 
— that  whoever  makes  that  statement  is  wroofi 
and  that  such  refusal  never  took  place.   Tba 
we  come  to  the  question  of  the  reduetioD  d 
freights.    I  am  not  going  to  weaiytbeHaa» 
with  this  matter.    I  am  not  going  to  ehia  too 
much  credit  for  the  Qovemment  in  tfaii  ^^ 
spect,  but  I  say,  when  there  were  from  ei^^  ^ 
ten  thousand  bushels  of  grain  over  and  abo^ 
that  required  for  home  consumption,  and  wbi^ 
would  require  to  be  exported  from  Mew  Zse- 
land,  and  when,  so  far  as  we  could  aseertaiii,  &^ 
provision  had  been  made  for  it  b^  the  sbippijV 
companies,  and  when  the  quotations  asked  v  < 
the  companies  were  considered  too  high,  •» 
another  company  came  forward  and  ofieRQj 
reduction  in  the  rate,  it  was  surely  the  dut/  » 
the  Government  to  help  the  producer  by^ 
ting  the  lowest  possible  freights,  more  espwT 
as  the  price  niling  for  grain  at  the  time  •* 
low.     What  was  wrong  in  so  doing  ?    But,  is 
there  was  no  special  vote  of  the  House,  kbtf^ 
are  those  who  will  say  it  was  unoonstitntioDal, 
and  that  we  had  no  right  to  incur  snoli  ^ 
liability.    Our  answer,  however,  is  that  we  »» 
responsible  to  the  people  of  the  oounliy  m  ^ 
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whole ;  and  when  the  farmers  and  the  grain- 
growezi  were  likely  to  suiler,  and  we  hM  the 
opporttinity  to  step  in  and  prevent  the  im- 
pontion  of  rates  that  were  detrimental  to  the 
oolony,  it  was  our  duty  to  do  so.    In  that  mat- 
ter, Sir,  I  am  sure  the  House  will  approve  our 
iolioD,  and  indorse  it  cheerfully.    Then,  the 
member  for  Waipawa  made  a  quotation  from 
the  report  of  a  speech  I  had  made,  and  stated 
that  I  Dad  not  mentioned  the  Patangata  County. 
Why,  Sir,  if  honourable  members  will  look  at 
the  Press  Association  telegrams — and  I  know 
they  all  believe  the  Press  Association  reports — 
they  will  see  that  the  Association  sent  a  mes- 
HAe  loxmd  the  colony  stating  distinctly  that  I 
did  mention  that  particular  county  and  the  low 
faloakions,  which  amounted  to  over  £400,000. 
I  flaod  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  Sir,  and  I 
asy— I  cannot  say  how  it  has  happened,  but  it 
has  happened — that  that  county,  with  its  vast 
ettates,  has  been  undervalued  to  the  extent  of 
Bomething  like  S3  per  cent.    The  small  settlers, 
of  ooane,  are  the  sufferers.    They  are  rated  on 
the  value  put  on  the  properties  by  the  valuer 
who  was  recommended    oy  the  member   for 
Waipawa.    That  honourable  member,  splitting 
Btrawi,  Bays  he  had  never  employed  the  man 
on  his  estate  prior  to  this  time  ;  but  I  should 
be  Barprised,   considering  I  had  it  on   good 
snthotity,    to    hear   him    deny    that   he    re- 
oommended  this  man  who  made  this  glaring 
mistake.     Of  course,  under  the  circumstances, 
I  would  sooner  believe  Mr.  MoGowan,  of  the 
Lend-  and  Income-tax  Department,  than  the 
honourable  gentleman.    The  honourable  mem- 
ber tells  us  be  gave  the  man  nothing  but  an 
oidhiary  reconmiendation.     Now,  Sir,  we  are 
open  to  blame  for  this  having  occurred  in  the 
valoation,  and  the  fact  is  that  valuations  took 
plsoe,  not  in  this  county  but  in  the  adjoining 
ooonty,  of  a  similar  nature.    The  sum  of  £2,000 
bed  been  advanced  by  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
Board  on  an  estate,  and  the  valuer  put  down 
the  value  of  the  land  at  less  than  the  advance 
thatihad  been  made.     The  attention  of  the 
Commissioner  was  called  to  this ;  and  I  have 
now  to  say.  Sir,  that  if  that  land  was  sold 
to-morrow  it  would  bring  £4,000.    I  believe 
there  has  already  been  an  offer  for  it.    Well, 
what  was  the  result  7     The  small,  struggling 
imnets  who   are  rated  on  the   unimproved 
^ne  are  made  to  suffer  and  have  to   pay 
doable  rates,  whilst  the  owners  of  the  large 
BBtstes  are  valued  at  considerably  less  than  the 
nal  value,  and  by  that  means  pay  less  taxes 
ttul  rates.     It  is,  in  fact,  as  easy  as  falling  off 
ft  log.     All  you  have  to  do  is  to  get  a  valuer  to 
tednee  the  value  by  80  or  50  per  cent,  on  the 
luge  eetates,  and,  as  the  county  must  have  the 
*Bme  revenue,  up  goes  the  rates  and  tckxes  on 
the  small  settlers,  while  the  large  landholders, 
with  their  thousands  of  acres,  profit  through 
the  saorifice  and  loss  of  their  poor,  struggling 
neighbours.    Why,  the  (Government  is  boimd 
to  take  a  matter  of  that   kind    up,  and  it 
bsB  taken  it  w^ ;  and  it  is  pleasing  to  me  to 
Bum  that  one  mdividual,  when  told  that  his 
valuation  was  too  low,  and  that  it  was  to  be 
xsiaed  by  £20,000,  at  once  agreed  to  it.    An- 


other landholder — a  reverend  gentleman  this 
time — came  and  said,  "  I  want  my  valuation 
raised.  I  think  the  Government  have  designs. 
It  has  been  reduced  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
the  land  under  the  Liand  for  Settlements  Act." 
And  it  was  put  up  by  some  £26,000.  This  ia 
the  way  things  are  done,  then,  in  Hawke's  Bay, 
and  perhaps  elsewhere.  No  wonder  the  leader 
of  the  O]^position  says  there  is  not  sufficient 
money  raised  through  direct  taxation.  He  was 
speaking  from  a  Hawke's  Bay  point  of  view. 
He  was  speaking  of  what  was  within  his  own 
knowledge,  and  it  is  true  indeed,  if  other  valua- 
tions are  made  like  those  I  have  referred  tc 
I  do  not  wish  the  honourable  member  to  think 
I  desire  to  misrepresent  him,  or  to  place- 
anything  before  the  House  and  the  country 
that  I  cannot  support.  Let  the  honour- 
able gentleman  csJl  for  a  return  showing 
the  valuation  of  these  estates  in  the  Hawke'a 
Bay  District,  the  revision  of  the  valuations, 
and  the  real  values  that  we  are  prepared 
to  maintain  before  any  Oourt,  and  I  shall 
gladly  place  the  return  on  the  table.  It  ia 
public  property ;  all  the  local  bodies  get  notice^ 
of  the  valuations,  and  there  is  nothing  secret.. 
Let  us  go  into  the  matter  and  have  it  out. 
The  acting  leader  of  the  Opposition  will, 
no  doubt,  have  something  to  say  about  this* 
Speaking  now  of  the  no-confidence  motions, 
honourable  members  will  recdlect  how  the 
honourable  member  for  Biccarton  moved  in 
the  past  a  no-oonfidence  motion  in  the  Gk>- 
vemment — how  he  attacked  the  Government, 
and  what  were  the  grounds  of  his  attack.  He 
attacked  us  in  respect  to  my  being  a  member 
of  an  advisory  boflkrd  of  a  public  company.  I 
was  attacked  on  a  second  occasion,  after  I  had 
ceased  for  some  time  having  any  connection 
whatever  with  the  same  company.  What  posi- 
tion did  the  honourable  gentleman  take  up 
when  Sir  Gtoorge  Grey  moved  the  following 
resolution : — 

"That  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  the 
Premier  of  New  Zealand  should  not  be  a- 
director  or  manager  of  any  bank  or  company 
trading  in  the  colony,  nor  should  he  receive 
any  salary,  pay,  fees,  or  any  remuneration 
whatever  for  any  services  rendered  to  any  such 
bank  or  company." 

What  did  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bolleston  say  ?  He 
said, — 

"If  you  are  going  to  exclude  any  persons 
from  occupying  the  highest  positions  in  thia 
House  because  of  their  being  connected  with 
the  mercantile  and  commercial  institutions  of 
this  colony,  then  yon  must  begin  at  the  bottom 
and  say  that  no  man  shall  be  qualified  to  be  a 
member  of  this  House  who  is  connected  vrith 
any  of  those  large  institutions  or  banks." 

Further,  he  says, — 

*«  But  I  do  not  admit,  even  if  it  be  so,  that 
there  is  anything  wrong  in  it,  nor  do  I  admit 
that  any  member  of  this  House,  because  of  his 
being  coonected  with  any  monetary  institution,, 
is  disqualified  from  being  either  a  member  of 
this  House  or  a  member  of  the  Ministry." 

That  is  what  the  honourable  member  told 
the  House  when  the  head  of  his  Government 
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ws  ftttaeked.  He  defended  the  poeitioii  of  hie 
colleegae  Sir  Fnderick  Whitaker  as  solieiior 
and  director  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  and 
yet  the  honourable  gentleman  moved  almost 
word  for  word  a  motion  against  myaelf  and 
this  Government  beeanee  I  was  on  the  adviaoiy 
board  of  a  pablic  company.  It  seems  to  me 
that  nothing  the  Government  can  do  will  please 
the  honoorable  gentlemen  opposite.  The  fol- 
lowing depicts  their  atUtade  towards  ns : — 

Ton  will  be  ctiraed  if  yoa  do. 
Yon  will  be  cursed  O  yon  dont; 

Yon  will  be  cnrsed  if  jon  will. 
Yon  will  be  cnrsed  if  yon  won't. 

Why,  Sir,  here  is  the  division-list.  Contrast 
this  division  on  this  qnestion  raised  by  Sir 
George  Grey  with  the  division-list  when  I  was 
aocnsed.  There  was  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  Mr. 
Bryoe,  Mr.  Connolly,  Mr.  C.  J.  Johnston,  Mr. 
Mitohelson,  Mr.  Whitaker,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr. 
Fergus,  and  Mr.  RoUeston.  I  ask  honourable 
members  to  cast  their  memories  back.  On 
that  occasion  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
those  associated  with  him  supported  a  Sinis- 
ter—their  colleague — being  a  director  holding  a 
paid  position  with  a  public  company.  With 
me  it  was  next  to  a  crime.  Honourable  mem- 
bers must  now  concede  that  with  the  evidence 
I  had  against  the  action  the  honourable  mem- 
ber took  against  me  I  showed  towards  him 
great  forbearance  in  not  exposing  his  incon- 
sistency. Now,  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedm  City  (Mr.  M.  J.  8.  Mackenzie)  said — 
speaking  of  the  other  side — that  they  existed 
in  a  polluted  atmosphere.  It  is  quite  true: 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawera  bears  out 
the  member  for  Dunedin  City.  I  say  the  Oppo- 
sition do  live  in  a  polluted  atmosphere;  they 
are  the  political  scandalmongers  of  the  colony. 
They  are  ever  endeavouring  to  promote  scandal, 
and  they  only  do  so  for  the  purpose  of  endea- 
vouring to  get  on  the-<e  benches.  But  history 
tells  us  when  they  were  here  they  were  guilty 
of  maladministration.  History  proves  to  us 
that  they  deprived  the  people  of  their  lands 
when  they  were  in  power ;  they  passed  unjust 
laws,  and  favoured  their  friends.  I  say  to  the 
members  of  this  House,  and  I  have  ever  warned 
the  people,  that  the  owners  of  large  landed  es- 
tates had  a  great  power  over  their  fellow-men, 
influenced  the  members  of  the  Legislature^  and 
procured  the  passing  of  unjust  and  oppressive 
laws.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Bolleston 
that  he  endeavoured  to  check  the  growth  of 
large  estates — ^that  he  supported  the  perpetual- 
leaeing  system;  and  how  can  he  be  a  party 
with  those  who  are  with  him  now,  who  declare 
they  will  have  nothing  but  the  freehold  ?  When 
on  these  benches  he  brought  in  a  Bill  for  the  per- 
petual lease  it  was  the  Liberals  who  helped  him 
Eass  it,  whilst  his  own  colleagues  went  against 
im ;  and  his  colleagues  to-day,  if  they  came 
into  office,  would  cast  him  aside  as  though 
he  was  the  rind  of  an  orange.  They  are  not 
with  him  on  the  land  question,  and  he  cannot 
defend  ^  what  has  been  set  forth  by  those 
with  him.  I  have,  however,  to  call  his  atten- 
tion to  an  act  of  maladministration.  I  can- 
not forget  that  one  of  the  greatest  wrongs 
Mr,  SedcUm 


this  ooontiy  soflered,  or  which  the 
west  coast  of  the  Middle  Island  ever  mffend, 
was  through  the  action  of  that  honomafala 
gentleman — ^the  member  lor  Biceatton.  Whn 
Minister  of  Mines  he  went  and  sold  a  bandied 
acres  of  land  at  a  place  called  Bmnnerton.  It 
was  under  lease  first  to  the  Wallsend  GempiBy, 
and  then  to  the  Weetpoit  Company;  sod  as 
that  land  was  the  whole  of  the  township-dii 
miners'  homes,  the  hotels,  and  businen  pUoei 
— and  for  £750  he  sold  a  hundred  aeres.  Em 
was  it  done  ? 

An  Hon.  Mxmbul — It  was  a  himdred  ini 
fifty  acres. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— A  hundred  and  fifty  aem 
— that  is  so  much  the  worse.    Now,  acoordJog 
to  the  terms  of  the  lease  the  sale  conld  only 
take  place  during  the  last  five  years  of  the  Icsn. 
The  lease  was  for  twenty-one  years,  and  mme 
years  after  the  lease  had  existed  the  honoai- 
able  gentleman  sold  the  land.    What  did  tin 
company  do  after  they  purchased  the  freeboid? 
They  closed  down  the  mine.    The  WsBseod 
Company,  the  first  lessees,  were  pressed  hjtlK 
Government  to  comply  with  the  oatpatooiK' 
tions  of  their  lease,  and,  owing  to  being  haaaaft 
by  the  Government,  they  sold  to  the  Westport 
Company.    What  followed?     Why,  the  West 
port  Company,  which  was  a  rival  oompanjto 
the  Wallsend  Company,  applied  to  poiehaie  the 
freehold — a  hundrad  and  fifty  acres ;  and  the 
hoDoiuable  member  for  Riccarton,  who  ni 
Minister  of  Mines,  agreed  to  the  sale.    Shall  I 
here  tell  honourable  members  the  chairman  of 
directors,  or,  at  all  events,  one  of  the  direotoa- 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver— was,  if  I  recollect  angbt. 
a  coUeagoe  of    the  hononrable  gentlemsn's. 
Sequel :  Shortly  after  the  Westport  Gompaiij 
acquired    the    freehold    the    mine  was  dii- 
mantled,  and  the  miners  and  business  people 
were  put  under  the  heels  of  that  oompaiiy, 
and  it  stands  in  that  position  to-day.    There  it 
a  real  scandal  for  you.    What  did  Mr.  Guinotf 
say  about  it  ?     What  did  Sir  Julius  Vogel  eif 
about  it  ?     What  did  Sir  Bobert  Stoat  ^ 
about  it?    In  the  debate  raised  on  theqnetf- 
tion  the  member  for  the  Grey,  Mr.  Oninnesii 
said, — 

"  The  lease  was  only  granted  in  1875  orl^> 
and  it  was  for  twenty-one  years ;  andhoweonld 
the  last  five  years  have  arrived  os  the  7th* 
June  last  ?  It  was  a  matter  which  he  though^ 
the  Minister  ought  to  explain,  and  not  depend 
solely  upon  the  reply  of  the  department" 

What  did  Sir  Bobert  Stout  say  ? 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— Will  you  read  the  i«ply 
of  the  department  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  will  give  you  the  o^ 
tunity  of  doing  that.    Sir  Bobert  Stout  said,- 

"A  grave  constitutional  question  always 
arose  when  acts  were  done  in  which  boUi 
branches  were  not  consulted,  and  in  this  cM* 
neither  branoh  was  consulted,  and  the  1«* 
was  practically  set  aside,  and  he  sabmittB^ 
that  the  law  had  been  practically  set  aside." 

That  was  Sir  Bobert  Stout*s  opinion.  Whit 
did  Mr.  Biohardson  say  when  quoting  from  the 
lease  ? — 

"And  it   is   hereby   further   deolazed  tM 
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■agreed  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  lessees, 
their  saocessors  or  assigns,  at  any  time  daring 
the  last  five  years  of  the  term  hereby  granted 
to  purchase  the  fee-simple  of  any  part  of  the 
land  hereby  demised  whereon  any  of  their  works 
may  be  at  the  price  of  £5  per  acre." 

Yes,  for  tbe  last  five  years  of  the  lease.  The 
lease  was  let  in  1874  or  1875,  and  was  only  nine 
years  in  existence.  And  then.  Sir,  what  did 
the  late  Sir  Julius  Vogel  say  ? — 

*'  He  was  willing  to  believe  that  this  transac- 
tion resulted  from  the  slovenly  practice  of  relying 
too  much  on  departmental  advice.  The  honour- 
able  member  for  Geraldine  had  made  a  mistake 
through  not  knowing  the  terms  of  the  lease  as  he 
ought  to  have  done.  He  bad  only  power  to  sell 
land  on  which  the  works  of  the  company  were 
situated  during  the  last  five  years,  whereas  he 
sold  land,  on  only  a  small  part  of  which  works 
were  situated,  much  before  the  time  he  was  war- 
ranted to  sell  by  the  lease.  Putting  the  different 
parts  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  explanation 
together,  he  first  of  all  said  that  the  land  was 
so  broken  as  to  be  valueless,  and  that  he  was 
steskling  a  march  on  the  company  by  inducing 
them  to  purchase.  Then  he  told  the  House 
that  it  was  required  for  purposes  of  settlement. 
He  (Sir  Julius  Vogel)  could  not  reconcile  the 
two  statements.  The  fact  was  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  to  make  an  explanation 
with  a  very  feeble  knowledge  of  the  subject. 
He  (Sir  Julius  Vogel)  was  willing  to  believe  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  do  anything 
wilfully  improper,  but  was  misled  into  doing  so 
by  allowing  himself  to  be  guided  by  others,  and 
not  looking  into  this  question  as  it  was  his  duty 
to  do.  It  was  a  very  serious  matter,  because 
a  large  mine  which  should  be  of  great  value  to 
the  locality  was  shut  up  by  allowing  this  land 
to  be  sold." 

Well,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  said  the 
other  night  we  should  not  be  led  by  the  ofiicers 
of  the  department — Ministers  should  take  the 
responsibility.  Now  he  says,  **Bead  the  de- 
partmental recommendations.'*  Is  that  taking 
the  responsibility  ?  Why  does  he  ask  me  now 
to  read  it  if  not  to  throw  the  responsibility  on 
the  department,  when  he  himself,  who  ought 
to  have  known  what  he  was  doing,  should  never 
have  allowed  those  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
land,  which  contained  millions  of  tons  of  coal,  to 
be  Bold  as  a  freehold,  and  be  thus  a  party  to  the 
creation  of  a  monopoly  ?  The  land  was  bought 
for  the  purpose  of  shutting  down  the  mine. 
Why,  Sir,  the  royalty  from  that  coal  alone 
would  be  paying  now  the  interest  of  the  Grey- 
mouth  Harbour  Board.  Sir,  I  say  his  action 
in  that  respect  was  a  great  public  scandal.  If 
he  now  places  the  responsibility  upon  the  de- 
partment, well  and  good. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  do  not. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Very  well ;  I  say  you  must 
stand  condemned  as  long  as  your  name  is  what 
it  is  as  having  perpetrated  one  of  the  greatest 
scandals  that  has  ever  happened  in  the  history 
of  this  colony.  Now,  Sir,  I  notice  a  very  kind 
feeling  growing  up  between  members  of  what 
is  termed  the  "  left  wing  "  and  the  Opposition. 
1  warn  the  Opposition  that  they  are  nursing  a 


Frankenstein.  They  are  not  with  the  Oppo- 
sition, but  are  trying  to  make  government  with- 
out them  in  the  Ministry  impossible,  and  if  the 
opportunity  arose  they  would  throw  the  Oppo- 
sition over  to-morrow.  Why,  Sir,  the  treat- 
ment they  have  meted  out  to  myself,  the  in- 
gratitude they  have  shown,  the  falseness  they 
have  shown  to  those  who  sent  them  to  this 
House,  have  been  painful  to  witness ;  and 
I  warn  members  on  the  opposite  side  that 
their  day  of  reckoning  will  come,  and  they  will 
remember  my  warning.  My  great  trouble  has 
been  to  see  that,  by  legislation  and  by  adminis- 
tration, the  welfare  of  the  people  of  this  colony 
is  safeguarded.  There  are  those  who  wish  to 
go  too  fast,  and  who  would  probably  plunge 
this  colony  into  a  fathomless  financial  abyss 
from  which  nothing  could  save  it ;  and.  Sir,  to 
stop  that  I  have  had  to  bear,  time  after  time, 
the  jibes  of  those  who  were  sent  here  to  sup- 
port Liberal  measures  and  Liberal  government. 
Then,  Sir,  on  what  grounds  are  we  being  at- 
tacked now  ?  What  has  kept  back  for  days  the 
business  of  this  country?  Why,  it  has  been 
the  ill-judged,  misguided  action  of  the  Opposi- 
tion in  respect  to  this  alleged  Marine  scandal. 
But,  Sir,  I  believe  in  the  honesty  and  integrity 
of  my  colleague  tbe  Hon.  Mr.  Hall- Jones.  I 
know  he  has  done  no  wrong,  and  I  have  care- 
fully gone  through  the  papers.  When  mem- 
bers were  enjoying  their  Obrlstmas  holidays 
my  time  was  spent  in  the, Government  Build- 
ings poring  over  the  papers,  conferring  with 
officials  and  the  Law  Advisers;  and  a  more 
miserable  Christmas  Eve  I  have  never  spent. 
On  that  afternoon  I  had  to  tell  Captain  Allman, 
who  came  to  see  me,  there  was  nothing  for  it 
but  for  the  Government  to  do  its  duty,  and  that 
we  should  do  it  fearlessly.  I  know  it  was  a 
sad  thing  for  him  and  for  his  wife  and  for  his 
children.  It  was  sad  for  me,  but  there  was  no 
help  for  it ;  he  had  done  wrong,  and  we  had  to 
do  our  duty.  We  instituted  proceedings  against 
him,  as  advised  by  our  Crown  Solicitor.  In  the 
same  way  we  prosecuted  Captain  Jones  and 
Captain  Von  Schoen;  and,  as  a  reward  for 
doing  our  duty,  our  opponents  would  on  bare 
supposition  take  from  us  not  only  our  political 
character  but  our  private  honour.  I  refused  to 
say  a  word  in  the  no-confidence  debate.  The 
amendment  was  moved  for  purely  party  pur- 
poses— for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  single 
vote  of  Mr.  John  Hutcheson.  He  did  not  join 
the  Opposition  openly ;  he  gave  the  Government 
a  stab  preparatory  to  going  to  the  Cave  of 
Adullam — the  cool  chamber  occupied  by  the 
"left  wing."  I  hope,  in  their  calmer  moments, 
and  on  reflection,  and  when  the  full  facts  are 
before  them  and  the  country,  members  on  that 
side  of  the  House  will  go  on  their  knees,  down 
on  their  marrow-bones,  and  beg  the  pardon 
of  those  who  under  trying  circumstances  did 
their  duty,  and  whom  they  are  now  trying 
to  traduce.  "We  live,"  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mac- 
kenzie), "  in  a  polluted  atmosphere " :  he 
was  speaking  from  his  side  of  the  House. 
Then,  Sir,  a  few  moments  after  that  he  in- 
voked the  name  of  the  Deity.    I  agree  with 
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you,  Sir,  that  snob  langnage  should  be  kept 
out  of  this  Chamber.  I  Bay  there  may  be  a 
time  when  a  member,  labouring  under  excite- 
ment, might  do  it,  but  to  do  it  syatematioally 
Bession  after  seBsion,  as  ia  done  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Mackensie) 
— and  not  only  in  the  Houee  here,  but  on 
every  platform  in  the  colony — is  unbecoming. 
I  say,  if  he  cannot  impress  his  hearers  without 
doing  BO  he  should  refrain  from  speaking  and 
remain  silent,  because  others,  like  myself, 
have  their  conscientious  Boruples.  Then  we 
come  to  this  question  of  parliamentary  Com- 
mittee verms  Commission.  Why,  Sir,  almost 
every  member  of  the  House,  when  we  have 
gone  in  for  appointing  Committees  of  investi- 
gation, has  urged  that  we  ought  to  have  ap- 
pointed an  impartial  tribunal  in  the  shape  of 
a  Royal  Commission,  where  there  is  no  party 
or  political  bias.  And  then,  when,  as  my  col- 
leaffue  truthfully  eaid,  it  had  been  left  to  him 
to  decide  whether  a  Committee  or  a  Commis- 
sion should  be  appointed,  and  he  decided  on 
a  Commission,  we  were  assailed  by  those  gentle- 
men on  that  side  of  the  house.  What  does 
Mr.  Taylor  say?  What  does  Mr.  Pirani  say? 
Hansard  is  here,  and  beflurs  witnesa  against 
them.  Why,  Sir,  the  honourable  member  for 
Palmerston  says, — 

**  He  TMr.  Taylor]  wanted  an  opportunity  to 
bring  it  before  a  tribunal  where  the  men  would 
have  a  chance  of  defending  themselves;  and 
it  was  only  because  Ministers  refused  this  tri- 
bunal that  he  brought  the  matter  before  the 
House  at  all.  And  it  is  a  great  pity  the  Minis- 
ter of  Justice  did  not  admit  there  was  a  neoes- 
Bity  for  an  inquiry  before  some  other  tribunal 
than  the  House,  and  did  not  ofEer  to  set  up 
ome  CommisBion  of  inquiry  to  settle  a  good 
many  charges  made  against  the  department." 

That,  Sir,  was  the  opinion  expressed  by  Mr. 
Pirani.  Then  we  come.  Sir,  to  the  opinion 
expressed  bv  Mr.  Taylor,  and  he  said, — 

**  When  me  proper  time  comes  I  shall  move 
for  a  Commission,  and  I  hope  and  trust  that 
the  House  will  see  it  to  be  its  duty  to  the 
public  to  have  a  searching  investigation  made." 

Mr.  Taylor,  then,  wanted  a  Royal  Commission ; 
he  said  he  would  move  the  House  for  a  Royal 
Commission  in  respect  to  the  police  charges. 
Now,  Sir,  when  we  set  up  a  Royal  Commission 
it  is  a  wrong  thing,  and  we  find  these  honour- 
able gentlemen  voting  against  it.  I  could  quote 
what  the  honourable  member  for  Christohurch 
City  says  session  after  sesBion,  and  day  after 
day  almost,  to  show  how  he  changes  his  opin- 
ion. It  does  not  matter  what  the  Qovemment 
may  do.  Sir,  that  honourable  gentleman  will 
disagree  with  it.  But,  Sir,  we  have  a  parallel 
case.  I  received  a  communication  in  respect 
to  it,  and  if  you  read  the  Australian  news  you 
will  find  there  that  a  Conmiission  had  been 
set  up  in  Victoria  to  investigate  a  charge 
made  by  a  member  of  the  House  impugning 
Mr.  David  Syme,  of  the  Age^  who  it  was  al- 
leged had,  through  influence,  irregTilarly  pur- 
chased land.  The  matter  was  brought  before 
the  Victorian  Asaembly,  and  they  set  up  a 
Royal  Commission,  and,  by  what  appears  in 
Mr.  Seddon 


the  Press,  the  Royal  Commission  reported, 
and  from  this  report,  if  what  I  have  raid 
be  correct,  it  has  been  found  that  tiien 
had  been  a  breach  of  the  regulations  in  lespeet 
of  the  sale  of  the  land  to  Mr.  Syxne.  Was 
the  Victorian  Government  assailed,  as  we  haiB 
been,  in  setting  up  this  Conmiission?  Wu 
any  no-confidence  motion  tabled  on  the  Tie- 
torian  floor  of  the  House  ?  Nothing  of  d» 
kind.  No,  Sir.  It  was  decided  to  hold  vanaij 
bv  way  of  Commission,  and  assistanet  rac 
given,  I  believe,  by  those  opposed  to  tfae  Go- 
vernment to  promote  that  inquiry.  Sii,laj 
10  6  ^^^'®  ^^^  been  a  deliberate  ittemst 
'  here  to  block  the  inquiry  by  maui 
of  a  Royal  Commission,  and  no  one  is  man 
sorry  than  members  on  that  side  that  the  op- 
portunity will  be  given  to  the  members  of  tit 
Civil  Service  who  have  done  no  wrong  to  dMi 
themselves  before  a  tribunal  which  is  impaitid, 
rather  than  to  be  dragged  before  a  paEfia- 
mentary  Committee.  A  parliamentazj  Cam- 
mittee,  indeed  1  I  was  last  session  before  a 
parliamentary  Committee.  I  remember  when 
the  member  for  Patea  (Mr.  Hutchison)  told 
Ministers  they  were  pimps  and  panderentoa 
banking  institution,  when  he  aoooaed  t^ 
that  their  administration  had  been  aotuted 
by  their  private  intereats  ;  and  no  man  kmfi 
better  than  he  that  when  it  was  propoeoi 
to  separate  the  private  from  the  paUic  «t 
had  to  stand  and  fight  on  that  Committee  to 
do  what  was  just  to  the  honourable  member  ior 
Patea.  That  division,  if  carried,  meant  omplf 
the  expulsion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  Irao 
this  House.  He  went  through  the  ordeal  of  a 
parliamentary  Committee,  and  now  stands  npr 
for  party  purposes,  and  tells  the  House  and  tbi 
country  that  we  ought  to  have  a  parliamentuy 
Committee.  I  say  such  hollow  sham  is  aboflrt 
painful  to  me.  I  rogret  exceedingly  that  ialbt 
course  of  this  debate  an  unwarranted  refleetiM 
was  cast  upon  His  ExoeUenoy  the  GoTeao^ 
and  a  grave  insult  cast  on  former  QoTentt 
It  was  cast  by  the  member  for  Dunedin  Gbf 
(Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackensie)  when  he  eaid,  "If « 
had  a  professional  Qovemor  the  Royal  Comnui> 
sion  would  have  been  granted  oonditioDalij."  I 
say,  Sir,  that  statement  is  lowering  tbe  status  of 
Governors  of  the  past.  There  have  been  no  pro- 
fessional Governors.  The  Govemon  of  the  pait 
were  not  superior  to  the  gentleman  who  now 
holds  the  high  position  as  representative  of  Her 
Majesty  in  this  colony,  and  I  am  saipriM^  *| 
the  honourable  gentleman.  I  say  his  ^'^maaB 
were  unwarranted — nay,  unconstitutional  and 
unparalleled.  I  have  never,  with  tUmj^ 
experience,  known  such  a  thing  to  be  dose 
before  on  the  fioor  of  this  House.  Then,  vt 
are  told  that  Ministers  in  the  past  took  ^ 
responsibility,  no  matter  what  the  officials  did. 
Yes,  Ministers  have,  and  I  hope  ever  wiH  * 
long  as  the  officials  do  their  duty.  I  ^ 
Ministers  of  the  Crown,  when  an  officer  of  v 
depsirtment  has  done  his  duty  faithfoUj,  wui 
ever  support  that  officer;  but  all  are  1^^^ '^ 
err — errors  of  judgment  may  creep  in,  «» 
heads  of  departments  may  tender  advice  whieb 
may  prove  to  be  fallacious ;  but  when  an  oi- 
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fioer  does  his  daty  faithfully,  even  though  there 
maj  hftve  been  an  error  of  judgment,  then  it 
ii  the  duty  of  the  Minister  to  stand  by  that 
offioer  and  his  department.  And  I  stand  before 
thii  Hoose  and  before  this  oolony  and  say  that 
tbere  it  not  a  head  of  a  department — I  believe 
Dol  a  Civil  servant — but  is  confident  that  if 
be  does  his  duty  fai.thfuUy  and  V7ell  the  pre- 
not  Prime  Minister  will  stand  by  him  ;  and  I 
0SD  say  the  same  of  my  oolleagues.  But  in  a 
oaie  where  fraud  has  been  proved,  and  there  are 
doobts  cast  on  the  actions  of  public  officers,  we 
with  to  have  those  doubts  set  at  rest  before 
an  impartial  tribunal,  and  a. tribunal  that  is  not 
actuated  by  a  desire  to  get  at  the  Ministry 
rather  than  to  get  at  the  facts.  For  taking 
a  sensible  and  straightforward  course  we  are 
assailed  as  though  we  were  doing  wrong.  I 
will,  in  narrative  form,  sketch  the  position. 
First  we  are  told  that  in  violation  of  the  adver- 
tised terms  we  appointed  Captain  Allman.  My 
answer  is,  and  the  records  prove  it,  we  did 
nothing  of  the  kind.  Then  we  are  told  that 
Gwtain  Allman  was  appointed  owing  to  the 
famnenee  used  by  a  Mr.  Cameron.  We  were 
told  that  we  never  inquired,  and  knew  nothing 
of  his  capacity.  Here  is  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Cameron,  dated  the  17th  October,  1894  ;  and  it 
is  a  strai^  thing  that  the  member  for  Palmers- 
ton,  who  should  know  BO  much  about  the  files  of 
oone^pondence  in  which  Mr.  Cameron's  name 
mean,  should  say  he  was  appointed  through 
the  influence  of  Mr.  Cameron. 

Ur.  PIBANI.— I  said  nothing  of  the  sort. 

Mr.  SEDDON.—I  beg  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's pardon— I  ought  to  have  said  Mr.  Hut- 
fiheson.    Mr.  Cameron  says : — 

"  17th  October,  1894. 
"SzB,~I  intended  seeing  you  personally  re 
the  enolosed  letter,  but  Illness  has  prevented 
me.  Captain  Allman  intends  making  an  at- 
tempt to  pass  for  extra  master  next  Saturday 
in  Sydney,  and  if  successful  will  cable  you 
inmediately.  I  advised  him  in  meantime  to 
let  yon  have  his  application,  which  is  herewith. 
Kindly  excuse  pencil,  as  I  have  to  write  in  bed. 
-I  have,  &c.,  "  M.  P.  Cambbon." 

Hers  is  the  influence.  Here  is  the  letter  that 
Mr.  Cameron  wrote.  It  seems  Captain  Allman 
ukedhim  to  send  on  the  application.  Here, 
BOW,  is  Captain  Allman*8  letter : — 

'*  14th  September,  1894. 
"Deab  Sib, — Please  accept  copies  of  my 
testimonials  and  certificates.  I  shall  endeavour 
to  get  the  extra  certificate  in  Australia,  and 
^  wire  result  before  the  266h  if  possible. 
With  kind  regards,  and  trusting  to  your  influ- 
*>Qe,— I  remain,  &c.,  **  Oso.  Ajllman. 

"W.T.  Qlasgow,  Esq., 

Secretary,  Marine  Department, 

Wellington." 

Now,  Mr.  Gcuneron  forwards  this  on.  It  was 
^  the  end  of  the  week,  the  office  was  closed, 
^d  Captain  Allman  had  to  go  away  by  a  boat ; 
^d  because  Mr.  Cameron  forwards  it  on  to 
Mr.  Glapgow,  then  that  is  the  political  influence 
]*bioh  caused  Captain  Allman  to  be  appointed. 
Mien,  we  were  told  we  bad  not  received  any- 


thing from. the  Union  Company.  Here  is  a 
certifloate  : — 

**  Union  Steamship  Company 
of  New  Zealand  ^Limited), 

Dunedin,  4tn  January,  1895. 

"  This  is  to  certify  that  Captain  George  All- 
man  joined  the  service  of  this  company,  as 
chief  offioer  of  the  s.s.  '  Claude  Hamilton,*  on 
19th  May,  1878,  and  held  that  position  until 
18th  March,  1879,  when  he  was  appointed 
master  of  the  s.s.  *  Beautiful  Star,'  subse- 
quently commanding  '  Southern  Cross,'  *  Oma- 
pere,'  *  Penguin,'  '  Bingarooma,'  *  Taieri,'  and 
*  Tekapo,'  until  December,  1892,  when  he  was 
appointed  to  the  *  Botomabana.'  He  remained 
in  command  of  that  steamer  until  21st  Decem- 
ber, 1894,  when  he  resigned  in  order  to  take  up 
the  position  of  Nautical  Adviser  to  the  New 
Zealand  Government. 

**  I  have  pleasure  in  stating  that  during  the 
term  of  his  connection  with  the  company 
Captain  Allman  proved  himself  a  good  officer, 
and  thoroughly  qualified  for  all  the  positions  he 
held. 

"  Union  Steamship  Company  of  New 
Zealand  (Limited), 
«  Jamxs  Mills, 

Managing  Director." 

Now,  Sir,  to  say  we  made  no  inquiry  prior  to 
appointing  Captain  Allman  is  incorrect.  And 
to  say  we  did  not  know  Captain  Allman  and  his 
fitness  for  the  position  is  absurd.  We  did  make 
inquiries.  Mr.  Ward  is  away.  He  was  Minister 
at  the  time,  and  if  he  were  here  I  will  under- 
take to  say  a  good  deal  which  has  been  said 
during  the  course  of  this  debate  would  have 
been  left  unsaid.  Bverything  for  a  time  went 
on  well.  Then  Captain  Allman  desired  to  be 
instructed  in  the  use  of  the  deviascope,  and 
he  went  to  Captain  Yon  Schoen,  who  held 
an  extra  master's  certificate,  and  who  was  able 
to  instruct  him  in  the  use  of  the  deviascope. 
The  same  Captain  Yon  Schoen  also  instructed 
Captain  Bendall  and  Captain  McLellan. .  It 
was  nothing  derogatory  to  Captain  Allman  to 
be  instructed  in  the  use  of  the  deviascope.  As 
time  went  on  a  very  friendly  feeling  arose  as  be- 
tween Yon  Schoen  and  Captain  Allman ;  but  at 
this  point  I  must  tell  the  House  there  evidently 
had  been  a  desire  on  the  part  of  some  one  that 
the  ^appointment  should  not  fall  to  Captain  All- 
man.  The  department's  recommendation  was 
Captain  Marciel  first  and  Captain  Yon  Schoen 
second.  That  was  the  recommendation  of  the 
department.  Now,  from  this  you  will  naturally 
infer  that  Yon  Schoen  would  not  be  altogether 
friendly  to  the  one  who,  despite  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  department,  had  obtained 
the  position.  Then,  Sir,  we  have  had  in  the 
course  of  this  debate  an  attack  on  the  Marine 
Board  of  Sydney.  Surely  after  what  Captain  All- 
man  has  already  suffered  we  should  not  perse- 
cute, harass,  or  punish  him  further ;  it  is  un- 
British  when  a  man  is  down  to  strike  him  or  roll 
him  in  the  dust.  No ;  one  grave  fault  has  been 
committed — a  fault,  I  honestly  believe,  com- 
mitted  on  the  spur  of  the  moment.  I  believe 
that  Captain  Allman 's  mistake  arose  from  the 
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pleading  of  Captain  Jones  on  behalf  of  his  wife 
and  family.  I  do  not  believe  for'  a  moment 
there  was  anj  oolluaion  between  Captain  Jones 
and  Captain  Allman  with  a  view  of  the  exami- 
nation being  a  fraud,  or  with  respect  to  those 
papers  which  Jones  brought  into  the  room.  But 
suppose  there  was  collusion  between  Captains 
Allman  and  Jones,  how  can  you  possibly  bring 
In  my  colleague  ?  He  could  not  know  of  it,  and 
he  certainly  was  no  party  to  the  fraud.  And 
even  as  to  the  contention  that  the  envelope 
was  evidence  of  an  instruction,  it  would  be  an 
instruction  to  hold  a  proper  examination.  How 
dare  any  one  say  that  my  colleague  was  a  party 
to  a  fraudulent  examination  ?  I  have  read  the 
regulations  respecting  service  and  service  certi- 
ficates. As  to  the  section  respecting  service, 
I  do  not  even  now  entirely  agree  with  the 
views  held  by  the  Marine  Department.  Kow 
we  come  to  another  matter — I  refer  to  the 
attack  made  on  the  Marine  Board  at  Sydney 
— and  I  say  that  Mr.  Hutoheson  was  wrong 
entirely  in  what  he  said  as  to  how  Captain 
Allman  obtained  by  fraud  the  extra  master's 
certificate.  Nearly  four  days  were  taken  in 
that  examination.  -  Mr.  Hutoheson  further 
said  that  the  official  who  examined  Captain 
Allman  has  been  dismissed  since  for  fraudu- 
lent, practices.  Members  will  not  wonder  that 
I  telegraphed  to  the  Minister  of  Marine  in 
Sydney,  and  will  not  wonder  that  the  reply 
I  received  proved  Mr.  Hutcheson's  statement 
to  be  incorrect.  I  hope  I  am  betraying  no 
secrets — it  was  not  given  confidentially  to  me 
— when  I  say  that  Mr.  Hutoheson  has  stated 
he  received  the  information  from  one  who 
applied  for  the  appointment  which  was  given 
to  Captain  Allman ;  and  the  captain  that  gave 
Mr.  Hutoheson  the  incorrect  story  about 
Captain  Allman  passing  in  Sydney  was  not 
the  captain  who  led  l&x.  Hutoheson  to  make 
the  charges  against  Captain  Allman  on  the 
floor  of  this  House.  I  now  oome  to  the  tele- 
gram which  I  sent  from  Auckland.  It  has 
been  said  that  the  sending  of  that  wire 
caused  the  trouble,  and  doubt  has  been  passed 
as  to  why  I  brought  the  matter  forward.  I 
dictated,  so  far  as  my  memory  serves  me, 
that  telegram  in  the  train  between  Onehunga 
and  Auckland,  just  as  I  was  leaving  the  colony 
for  England.  Under  those  circumstances  can 
it  be  supposed  that  a  small  matter  of  this  kind 
would  be  in  my  mind  unless  some  one  reminded 
me  of  it  ?  Can  any  reasonable  man  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  I  would  under  any  circum- 
stances do  what  has  been  inferred?  I  say  that 
Captain  Fairchild  mentioned  the  matter  to  me, 
and  said  that  Captain  Jones's  application  for  a 
service-certificate  had  been  hanging  over  for  a 
long  time,  and  asked  me  if  it  was  likely  to  soon 
be  settled.  He  did  not  say  more  than  this, 
and  that  he  believed  Jones  had  performed  the 
requisite  service,  and  was  a  thorough  seaman. 
I  thought  it  proper  to  get  the  matter  finally 
dealt  with  and  settled  one  way  or  the  other,  and 
aocordiogly  I  sent  the  telegram  to  the  Minister 
of  Marine  of  which  so  much  has  been  said.  I 
regret,  Sir,  to  be  reminded  by  you  that  my  time 
is  up. 

Mr,  Seddon 


Mr.  ROLLESTON  (Riccarton).-Sir,  I  feil 
in  some  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  apeedi 
which  has  just  been  made  by  the  honooiable 
gentleman.  A  good  deal  of  it— in  fact,  th» 
greater  part  of  it— seemed  to  me  to  be  mide 
under  the  mistaken  idea  that  he  was  on  some 
country  platform  in  the  middle  of  a  three-booa 
speech,  and  that  he  was  speaking  to  people  vho 
did  not  know  what  he  was  taUdng  aboat  U 
seemed  to  me  to  be  mainly  sound  and  (oain ; 
and  I  do  not  think,  so  far  as  the  partieaiar 
point  at  issue  was  concerned,  that  he  has 
thrown  any  light  upon  it  worth  consideriait; 
this  House  at  all.  Now,  I  will  just  deal  withtitt 
matter  as  far  as  I  can  in  the  short  time  aUoved 
me.  He  began  by  saying  that  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  had  been  urged  to  bring  on  thti 
amendment.  I  say  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition— the  duty  of  thissidt 
of  the  House — to  take  the  course  which  he  did 
in  bringing  down  that  resolution.  For  mj  on 
part,  I  would  a  great  deal  rather  not  hafe  hid 
a  question  of  this  sort  raised  on  the  Addnasin 
Reply,  because  I  wont  to  see  the  HonsiDifii 
last  session  getting  to  business,  and  I  wild 
rather  see  the  Government  brought  iu^ 
to  face  with  the  work  of  the  ooantiy.  We 
should  then,  perhaps,  have  some  cesatici 
of  the  abuse  whioh  the  Premier  pours  npoQ 
this  side  of  the  House,  and  the  stofi  that 
is  sought  to  be  imposed  upon  it  in  the  naae 
of  business  by  the  Ministry.  The  hooou* 
able  gentleman  went  into  a  wordy  oontiait 
between  the  past  and  present.  He  wishes 
this  House  to  believe  what  he  has  been  atatiflf 
on  the  platforms  of  the  country — namely,  ihit 
the  prosperity  which  now  exists  in  the  eoonuj 
is  due  to  the  present  Government.  .  We  who 
have  been  forty  years  in  the  country,  who  bait 
struggled  on  from  small  beginnings -workiqKr 
industrious  people  in  this  colony,  who  haw 
watched  the  progress  of  the  colony— are  «» 
be  told  that  the  honourable  member  is  respoa 
sible  for  the  prosperity  of  the  country  ?  ^ 
a  thing  is  simply  ridiculous.  I  wonder  ^ 
any  man  of  common-sense  can  repeat  sadi  a 
statement  as  that.  It  sounds  like  a  aenteoee 
from  one  of  the  numerous  speeches  with  which 
he  has  flooded  the  country  during  the  leosi^ 
instead  of  looking  after  the  bnsinegs  ol  m 
country  and  his  intelligent  and  boiinewi** 
ooUeagues.  He  seems  to  me  to  be  now  d«iroM 
of  singing  the  praises  of  the  great  Liberal 
party.  We  have  it  thrown  at  as  by  thoee 
honourable  members  that  they  are  the  cham- 
pions of  the  people,  and  that  it  is  the  gi^ 
Liberal  party  who  have  done  eveiythiDgin  »• 
colony.  I  am  sick  of  hearing  of  this  Libexv* 
ism.  God  forbid  that  I  may  be  thoogbU 
Liberal  of  the  sort  paraded  by  the  ^oi^^°^ 
gentleman.  I  do  not  wish  to  have  any8Q0° 
name,  prostituted,  as  it  has  been,  by  thehono^' 
able  member  and  his  colleagues.  Ho  remiws 
me  of  the  pious  hawkers  of  ConatantinopM. 
who,  as  Horace  Smith  tells  us,  solemnly  pu*^ 
the  streets  exclaiming,  **  In  the  name  of  tBi 
Prophet,  figs."  Now.  it  is  **In  the  nametf 
Liberalism,  figs."  He  says,  "It  is  weww 
brought  in  the  labour  BiUs."    Labonr  Bu» 
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liATe  been  brought  in  by  other  Goyernments. 
What  did  the  honourable  member  do  to  pro- 
mote those  Bills  when  they  came  in?  Was 
lie  a  party  to  bringing  in  the  first  labour  Bills  ? 
No  such  thing.  In  the  year  1890  four  labour 
Bills  were  brought  in.  They  were  passed  in 
tiie  Lower  House,  and  two  of  them  were 
dropped  in  the  Upper  House.  The  only  occa- 
noii  OD  which  the  honourable  member  voted 
on  any  of  those  Bills  was  on  the  Factories 
Bill.    Who  brought  in  that  Bill  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Mr.  Bradshaw. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Quite  so.  He  was  one 
of  those  gentlemen  whom  I,  for  one,  was  proud 
to  be  associated  with.  Mr.  Bradshaw  worked 
ivikh  me  in  that  matter.  If  the  honourable 
member  chooses  to  consult  Hansard  be  will  see 
that.  He  consults  Hansard  to  suit  himself, 
bot  he  does  not  consult  it  when  it  does  not 
luit  him  to  do  so.  Mr.  Bradshaw  and  myself 
broaght  in  the  Employment  of  Females  Act  in 
one  year,  and  I  brought  in  the  Factories  Ace 
the  next  year,  with  a  certain  miegiving  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Bradshaw.  But  I  happened  to 
have  been  brought  into  contact  with  the  fac- 
tories that  were  then  arising  in  the  City  of 
Christohnrch,  and  I  was  asked  to  take  up  the 
nbjeot,  and  I  did  so,  with  Mr.  Bradshaw's  con- 
sent, and  my  name  was  on  the  first  Factories 
Act  that  was  ever  passed  in  this  House. 

An  Hon.  MEKBBB.--That  was  in  1881. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— In  1881 1  It  was  no- 
thing of  the  kind ;  it  was  before  1881.  It  was 
the  first  Factories  Bill  that  was  ever  passed. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb — It  was  in  1878. 

Mr.  ROIiliESTON.— In  1878  ;  yes.  I  do  not 
viih  to  take  the  credit  from  Mr.  Bradshaw.  Mr. 
Biadshaw  and  the  late  Major  Bichardson  were 
the  two  men  who  took  this  thing  up  most 
earnestly  to  begin  with.  It  was  my  privilege 
to  be  associated  with  them  afterwards  m  taking 
tile  Bill  through,  and  working  on  the  sikme 
lises.  Well,  after  that,  when  the  Atkinson 
Qovemment  were  in  power — I  was  not  in  the 
House  at  the  time — they  brought  down  an 
bdastrial  Conciliation  Bill— or  the  Hon.  Mr. 
pownie  Stewart,  who  was  associated  with  them 
^ithe  matter,  did  so— and  the  honourable  mem- 
Mr  opposed  it.  I  oannot  think  how  any  man 
with  any  self-respect  can  take  the  course  he 
^  in  trying  to  suppress  the  truth  and  saying 
uat  which  is  not  in  accordance  with  fact  to  suit 
his  own  purposes.  The  fact  is,  the  whole  of  the 
labour  legislation  of  this  House  had  its  beginning 
^  a  Commission — a  Commission  that  did  its 
work  earnestly  and  well,  under  the  late  Mr. 
toes  Fulton.  There  the  Industrial  Conoilia- 
uon  Act  was  recommended ;  there  a  number  of 
™^  labour  Bills  that  have  since  become  law 
weiesQggested;  and  it  was  due  to  that  Com- 
mon, which  was  instituted  by  the  Atkinson 
wvemment,  that  the  question  received  the 
g°°^ui6nce  that  it  has  since  attained  in  this 

V  if '  ^^^'  ^^^'^  ^^^  ^  question  raised  about 
whi^  I  felt  very  muoh  ashamed  of  listening  to 
«•  Premier,  and  that  was  the  question  of  the 
™ke's  Bay  valuations.  I  asked  him— I  had 
«?J^.  to  mterjeci— to  state  whether  those 
^^'^lalioiiB  had  been  revised— whether  there  had 


been  any  statutory  revision  of  those  valua- 
tions that  he  complained  of.  There  was  not. 
Is  he  here  on  the  floor  of  this  House  to  prejudice 
the  decision  of  the  Courts  upon  these  valuations  ? 
I  say  nothing  now  of  the  conduct  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  attacking  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  in  the  way  he  has  done.  He 
tried  to  leave  an  imputation  on  the  member  for 
Waipawa  that  I  think  is  a  very  wrong  one  to 
attempt  to  leave  unless  he  is  capable  of  proving 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  did  anything 
which  merited  blame  at  the  hands  of  this 
House.  On  the  honourable  gentleman's  own 
showing,  what  the  honourable  member  for 
Waipawa  did  was  to  recommend  a  man  who  he 
believed  to  be  an  honest  and  competent  man, 
and  his  valuations  turned  out,  as  the  Premier 
says,  to  be  wrong — though  that  has  not  been 
proved  yet.  I  hope  we  shall  hear  a  little  moro 
of  (bis  matter  from  honourable  members  who 
know  more  of  the  details,  and  who  come  from 
that  part  of  the  country.  I  have  not  made 
myself  acquainted  with  the  thing  further  than 
upon  the  honourable  gentleman's  statement, 
but  I  say  it  is  a  monstrous  action  on  the  part  of 
the  Premier  and  members  of  his  Ministry  to  go 
about  outside  abusing  members  of  this  House, 
elected  to  the  position  that  they  hold  as  repre- 
sentatives of  tne  people,  and  to  impute  motivea 
in  the  way  the  honourable  gentleman  has  done. 
He  has  said  that  the  member  for  Waipawa  and 
the  member  for  Napier  bought  their  way  into- 
this  Parliament.  Is  this  House  going  to  allow 
such  statements  as  that  to  be  made  calmly  and 
quietly  by  the  Prime  Minister  of  the  colony?* 
Sir,  the  statements  that  he  has  made  of  that 
kind,  and  that  one  in  particular,  are  an  insTilt 
to  this  House.  It  is  an  insult  to  the  electors 
of  those  districts,  which  I  am  sure  they  will 
show  themselves  capable  of  resenting  when  the 
time  of  the  general  election  comes.  It  is  an 
insult  to  those  honourable  gentlemen,  and  I 
say  no  members  of  this  House  have  a  right  to 
be  insulted  by  Ministers  of  the  Grown  upon 
those  benches.  It  is  a  new  thing,  a  new  fea- 
ture in  our  history,  that  Ministers  of  the  Crown 
should  dare  to  so  misconduct  themselves — 
should  dare  to  place  imputations  on  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  in  the  way  the  Premier  has 
done. 

Mr.  SEDDGN.— What  have  members  of  the 
Gpposition  been  doing  these  last  two  weeks  ? 

Mr.  BGLLESTON.  -Sir,  I  say  that  Minis- 
ters  are  there  to  defend  their  actions,  and  if 
I  have  time  I  shall  show  that  the  action  of 
Ministers  at  any  rate  gave  primd  facie  cause 
for  every  word  that  has  been  said.  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  am  very  thankful  for  it,  but 
he  has  paid  a  little  attention  to  me.  He 
quoted  my  action  in  proposing  what  he  called 
a  vote  of  no-confidence  in  this  House  with 
respect  to  the  position  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber upon  the  Anglo-Continental  Syndicate ;  and 
he  quoted  from  a  speech  of  mine — I  have  not 
got  it  here — in  the  past  with  relation  to 
members  who  occupied  positions  upon  banks 
and  public  companies,  and  so  on.  Why,  Sir, 
the  position  is  totally  different.  There  was 
no  doubt  it  was  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker  that 
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was  alluded  to.  What  was  the  position  of 
Sir  Frederick  Whitaker  and  others?  There 
was  no  more  able  man  ever  took  a  seat  in  this 
House ;  no  man  to  whose  clear-headedness 
■and  industry  the  countiy  has  owed  more  in  the 
past.  There  is  no  man  in  this  House  who  is 
really  a  greater  Liberal  than  was  Sir  Frederick 
Whitaker.  And  what  was  the  position  ?  He 
was  elected  to  be  a  member  of  this  House  with 
a  full  knowledge  on  tbe  part  of  the  electors  that 
he  was  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
The  position  is  totally  different  with  le^rd  to 
the  honourable  member  opposite.  He,  Sir,  was 
made  an  advising  director  of  the  Anglo-Con- 
tinental Syndicate  because  he  was  a  Minister. 
That  was  the  reason,  and  the  position  is  totally 
different.  He  was  put  there  to  hawk  his  name 
about.  He  was  put  there  because  his  name 
was  valuable  as  an  administrator  of  an  import- 
ant department  of  the  Government ;  and  tbe 
resolution  that  I  proposed — and  which  I  am 
Tery  glad  I  did  propose,  and  which  has  been 

i'ustified  over  and  over  again,  not  only  here 
>ut  in  other  countries — was,  that  it  was  a 
wrong  thing  for  Ministers  of  the  Grovm  to  hold 
appointments  in  connection  with  companies 
whose  very  existence  brought  them  into  daily 
and  hourly  contact  with  a  department  of  the 
Government.  There  are  lots  of  companies  to 
which  men  may  belong 

Mr.  8BDD0N.— What  about  the  finances 
of  the  colony  when  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker  was 
chairman  of  the  bank  7 

Mr.  R0LLE8T0N.— He  was  chairman  of  the 
bank,  I  know,  and  he  was  elected  to  this  House 
with  a  f ujl  knowledge  of  that  on  the  part  of  the 
electors,  and  he  became  a  Minister  with  the 
full  knowledge  and  approval  of  the  House.  But 
the  time  has  come,  Sir,  when  we  are  not  going 
to  have  that  any  more ;  we  are  not  going  to 
have  anything  of  the  kind  any  more,  and  it  will 
not  be  allowed  by  members  of  the  House.  It 
is  a  sore  point  with  the  honourable  member, 
I  know,  because  that  has  been  one  of  the  most 
damaging  points  that  has  been  brought  up 
against  him  —  the  taking  advantage  of  de- 
partmental knowledge,  taking  away  officers 
of  the  department  to  be  utilised  by  com- 
panies who  would  get  an  adyantage  from 
that  position  which  did  not  belong  to  the 
rest  of  the  community.  I  do  hope  the  House 
understands  the  position  is  totally  different. 
Sir  Frederick  Whitaker,  I  repeat,  was  elected  a 
member  of  this  House  with  the  knowledge  that 
he  was  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand. 
The  honourable  member  at  present  at  the  head 
of  the  Ministry  was  made  an  advising  director 
of  a  company  because  he  was  a  Minister,  and 
because  his  Ministerial  position  would  be  an 
advantage  to  the  company  to  which  he  was 

110  ftppoi'^^^*  ^^®  next  point  I  wish  to 
allude  to  is  the  remark  which  fell  from 
the  honourable  member  that  the  gentlemen  on 
this  side  of  the  House  were  **  political  scandal- 
mongers." Well,  it  is  a  curious  phrase  to  bring 
in  in  the  middle  of  about  as  much  abuse  and 
scandal-mongering  as  I  have  ever  heard  in  this 
House.  He  went  on  to  say  that  it  was  the 
people  on  this  side  of  the  House  who  deprived 
Mr,  RoUeston 


the  people  of  their  land.    What  does  that  mean  ? 
It  is  just  an  appeal ~I  hardly  like  to  characterise 
it  in  the  terms  it  deserves — an  appeal  to  the 
vulgar  prejudices  outside  this  House,  to  make 
such  a  statement  against  those  who  in  the 
past  settled  in  the  country,  and  became  the 
occupants  and  possessors  of    large  tracts  ol 
country.     I  am  not,  as  is  well   knovm,  an 
advocate  of  large  estates ;  but  I  have  done  my 
best — and  there  are  others  on  this  side  of  tk« 
House  who  have  done  their  best — ^througii  s 
long  course  of  years  to  promote  the  sattleauBt 
of  the  country,  and  to  do  their  best  to  serve  on 
fellow-men.     Why,  Sir,  I  have  been  astoonM 
at  the  way  in  which,  on  almost  every  plaUoixn, 
and  in  this  House,  the  honourable  gentleman 
reverts  to  statements  of  that  kind.     There  wm 
the  question  last  year  of  the  Hororata  Estate, 
and  it  has  been  brought  up  again  ad  nnnuam 
in  this  House.    It  is  curious  now  one  membv 
on  that   side   of    the    House    let    out,  wlicB 
he  was  called  upon  to  join  in  the  aboss  of 
the  owner  of  a   properly  of  that  kind,  Ifaat 
he  was  perfectly  conscious  that  there  wsb  do 
blame  attachable  to  the  gentieman  who  heSd 
that  property  under  the  existing  state  of  ths 
law.    Sir,  I  &ink  it  vras  tbe  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Masterton.    He- said  that  that  property 
was  acquired  over  a  term  of  twenty-one  years. 
That  is  the  key  to  the  whole  thing.    It  was  a 
system  of  free  selection  before  survey,  and  yoa 
can  take  any  piece  of  Canterbury  land  all  ovsr 
the  province,  and  yon  will  find  on  the  map 
small  sections  just  in  the  same  way,  ezoepcing 
where  you  find  it  is  in  very  large  ones.    Well, 
what  fell  from  the  honourable  member  was 
this :   He  said,  *'  It  was  done  in  over  twenty- 
one  years."    That  means  that  everybody  else— 
every  citisen  of  New  Zealand — had  the  sams 
right  to  acquire  this  land  over  all  those  years 
when  they  were  open  for  sale  under  the  free 
selection  system. 

Mr.    FLATMAN. — Barring  the  pre-emptxie 
right. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Yes  ;  everybody  knosi 
it;  and  this  statement  I  refer  to  ms  ben 
repeated  acain.  I  will  not  go  further  into  the 
matter,  and  only  did  so  to  illustrate  the  nnfsir- 
ness  and  carelessness  of  the  Govennnenl  in 
regard  to  the  reputation  of  our  public  men  who 
are  in  opposition  to  those  gentlemen  on  those 
benches.  There  was  no  reproach  attsehabls  in 
respect  to  the  pre-emptive  right,  nor  was  there 
any  in  respect  to  baying  the  land  in  sections, 
as  it  was  bought  from  time  to  time  over  a  long 
period.  Well,  now,  Sir,  I  should  like  the 
honourable  member  to  be  here,  though  I  do 
not  care  much  about  that.  He  asked  me  how 
could  I  sit  upon  this  side  of  the  House  with  the 
members  with  whom  I  am  connected.  Sir,  I 
do  not  know  whether  I  can  use  the  term,  bnt 
it  seems  to  me  rather  an  impertinent  thing 
for  a  Minister  to  ask  me  how  I  can  associate 
myself  with  men  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
But  I  will  tell  him  whv  I  can  associate  Tocyttid 
with  members  on  this  side  of  the  House :  it  is 
because  I  can  trust  them.  And  I  will  tell  him 
why  again  :  it  is  because,  when  I  was  assoeiated 
'  with  men  who  held  different  opinions  from  ms 
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upon  this  land  question,  and  held  those  opinions 
sironglj,  they  yet  feU  that  I  was  in  earnest 
aboat  land- settlement,  and  they  allowed  me  to 
do  that  which  I  could  not  get  help  from  mem- 
baa  on  that  side  of  the  Bouse  to  do,  though 
thay  claim  credit  for  having  followed  in  my 
footsteps.  Why,  the  honourable  member  him- 
self, the  present  Prime  Minister,  did  the  best 
he  ooiald  to  stop  mo  from  getting  the  perpetual 
lease  through,  though  there  were  many  thou- 
sands of  acres  of  land  to  be  opened  in  c5tago  at 
the  time,  and  that  system  was  necessary  for  the 
healthy  settlement  of  that  country.  Let  there 
be  no  mistake  about  it,  there  was  no  Liberalism 
in  the  honourable  gentleman  at  that  time ; 
and  though,  of  the  other  members  on  that  side 
of  the  House,  some  would  give  you  praise, 
there  were  more  who  would  have  done  all  they 
could  to  stop  it  if  they  had  dared,  and  would 
have  stopped  it  if  I  had  not  had  at  my  back  those 
who  knew  the  circumstances  of  the  southern 
disiriots,  and  if  I  had  not  had  the  support  of 
loyal  gentlemen  on  that  matter  who  were  con- 
tent, even  though  it  was  thought  a  doubtful 
experiment,  that  I  should  try  a  plan  which  I 
thought  would  tend  to  the  settlement  of  the 
oonntry.  Now,  the  Jionourable  gentleman 
came  to  a  personal  attack  upon  my  Administra- 
tion in  the  year  1884  with  respect  to  the  Walls- 
sod  Mine.  He  has  brought  it  up  again  and 
sgaio,  but  has  never  put  it  fairly.  He  has  put 
one  side  only,  as  he  puts  most  things,  and  he 
has  not  put  it  truthfully,  if  telling  the  whole 
thing  is  necessary  to  truthfulness  when  you 
want  to  besmirch  an  opponent.  He  referred  to 
some  pages  of  Hansard^  and  he  read  some  parts 
of  them;  but  when  I  asked  him  to  read  what 
were  the  absolutely  certain  facts  of  the  case,  as 
giTsn  by  the  department,  he  said  he  would  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  reading  the 
pages  of  Hansard^  and  he  declined  to  do  it. 
Now,  I  will  just  read  to  the  House  what  the 
answer  was  to  the  question  that  was  put— I 
think  by  Mr.  Guinness — in  the  House  regarding 
this  transaction.  I  am  quite  satisfied  to  leave 
the  matter  without  any  defence  at  ail ;  still,  I 
think  it  is  due  to  the  House  to  place  on  the 
pages  of  Hansard  a  short  statement  of  the  real 
facts  of  the  ca^e.  Sir,  the  question  was  asked 
in  the  year  1884,  after  the  Government  of 
which  I  was  a  member  went  out  of  office,  and 
the  question  was : — 

^ "  (1.)  By  what  authority,  and  for  what  con- 
udaration,  150  acres  of  freehold  land  at  Walls- 
sod,  Grey  Biver,  containing  valuable  coal 
deposits,  was  recently  sold  to  the  Westport 
CoAlieiy  Company  ?  (2.)  Whether  the  company 
bad  oomplied  with  all  the  conditions  of  their 
lease  and  other  agreements  with  the  Govern- 
ment before  the  date  of  the  sale  ?  And  (3.)  If 
the  company  has  not  yet  complied  with  the 
oonditions  and  agreements,  what  steps  do  the 
Q<yvamment  intend  taking  to  compel  the  com- 
paay  to  carry  out  such  conditions  and  agree- 
inaats?" 
And  the  reply  given  by  Mr  Ballance  was  that 

the  question  raised  considerable  debatable 
inatter,  and,  in  replying,  he  would  read  the  de- 
.partmental  answer: — 
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*<The  reply  to  No.  (1)  was:  *Tho  lease; 
£750,  being  at  the  rate  of  £5  per  acre.' 
No.  (2):  *Not  strictly  to  the  very  letter.' 
No.  (8) :  *  The  department  is  satisfied  that 
the  company  is  substantially  complying  with 
the  conditions  of  the  lease ;  and,  as  the  com- 
pany has  expended  a  large  sum  of  money  in 
developing  the  mine,  it  is  not  proposed  to 
take  any  steps  at  present  to  compel  it  to  cany 
out  the  conditions  and  agreements  of  the  lease 
to  the  very  letter.'  No.  (4) : '  Copies  of  the  cor- 
respondence are  already  before  the  House.' 
Copies  of  the  correspondence  had  been  laid 
before  the  House.  It  was  not  necessary  to  add 
anything  more,  because  if  he  did  it  would  open 
up  debatable  matter.  The  question  itself  was 
full  of  debatable  matter.'* 

Well,  Sir,  the  debate  took  rather  an  anny 
turn  under  the  guidance  of  the  honourama 
gentleman,  but  I  shall  not  trouble  the  House 
with  a  reoountal  of  the  whole  of  that.  Now, 
the  honourable  gentleman  told  the  House  that 
the  lease  provided  for  the  sale  of  this  land  in 
the  last  five  years  of  the  lease.    Did  he  not  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  U  the  condition. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— ••  That  is  the  condiaon." 
Well,  I  tell  you  it  is  not. 

Mr.  SEDDON— Bead  what  the  Hon«  Mr. 
Bichardson  said. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  am  not  going  to  read 
that ;  but  I  will  tell  you  what  it  is.  I  raised 
the  question  on  a  subsequent  day,  when  I  used 
the  following  words : — 

"  The  question  was.  Was  it  [this  sale]  done 
largely  in  advance  of  the  proper  time?  The 
point  waa,  whether  I  had  done  wrong  in  allow- 
ing this  during  the  first  fivo  years,  instead  of 
during  the  last  five  years,  of  the  lease. 

"Mr.  Stout. — It  was  not  done  m  the  first 
five  years  or  the  last  five  years. 

**  Mr.  BoLLKSTON. — That  is  the  point  X  am 
coming  to.  We  are  not  in  a  Court  of  law,  and, 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  will  be  quiet,  I 
will  make  it  perfectly  plain  before  I  have  done. 
The  question  was,  whether  I  wrongly  allowed 
the  purchase  to  be  made  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  last  five  years  of  the  term.  Now, 
will  it  be  believed  that  a  Government  cf  which 
the  present  Treasurer  was  a  member,  and  of 
which  the  present  Minister  for  Public  Works 
was  also  a  member,  almost  before  the  ink  was 
dry  upon  this  lease,  made  an  agreement  with 
the  lessees  to  allow  them  to  purchase,  and 
promised  to  grant  them,  during  the  first  five 
years  instead  of  the  last  five  years,  the  fifty 
acres  on  which  the  township  stands?  All  im- 
provements were  to  be  protected,  and  the  land 
was  to  be  granted  to  the  company." 

I  am  now  reading  from  Hansard  of  a  later 
date  than  that  from  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  read.  Tuat  is  what  cleared  up  the 
thing  in  the  House,  and  it  ought  to  have  been 
told  by  the  honourable  gentleman  himself. 
Now,  can  you  see  the  honesty  of  the  statement 
the  honourable  member  made  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— How  did  you  oonae  to  give 
them  a  hundred  and  fifty  acres? 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— That  was  within  the 
terms  of  the  agreement.    There  was  no  doubt 


402 


Address  in  Beply. 


[HOD  BE.]         Address  in  Beply.         [July  7 


whatever  of  the  legality  of  the  trangaotion,  and 
it  was  such  that  the  Goveinment  that  came  io 
could  not  upset  it.  I  say  this,  further :  that 
what  was  done  was  right.  It  was  a  matter  of 
justice  and  right.  Water  was  coming  in  upon 
this  mine,  and  the  company  had  Drought  a 
considerable  amount  of  money  to  bear  upon 
it.  I  think  they  had  spent  some  £30,000  or 
£40,000  in  the  best  plant  and  appliances  to 
keep  the  mine  free  of  water.  The  Government, 
by  a  change  of  the  agreement  that  had  been 
made,  was  called  upon,  if  satisfied  that  the 
oonditions  were  complied  with,  to  sell  this  land. 
The  specific  condition  was  that  a  certain  ton- 
nage of  coals  should  be  put  out.  Instead  of 
that,  the  Government,  in  the  exercise  of  its 
powers,  took,  as  a  guarantee  of  the  bona  fides  of 
the  company,  the  fact  that  they  had  spent  all 
this  money  on  plant  and  appliances,  and  were 
determined  to  work  the  mine  to  the  best 
advantage.  There  were  other  circumstances 
connected  with  the  formation  of  the  township, 
and  the  provision  of  land  for  settlers  on  the 
surface  of  the  ground  worked  in  the  mine.  My 
recollection  does  not  go  back  into  the  par- 
ticulars of  that,  and  I  have  not  had  time  to 
look  into  it  to-night.  There  was  nothing  to  be 
ashamed  of  in  the  transaction.  It  would  have 
been  done  by  any  Minister  who  did  his  duty 
and  wished  to  deal  fairly.  And  there  is  no 
loss  lo  the  country  whatever.  Is  that  mine 
working  now? 

An  Hon.  Mkmbbb. — ^No. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— It  cannot  be,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  knows  it  cannot  be.  It 
would  be  immediately  flooded  with  water,  sind 
so  thousands  and  thousands  of  pounds  would 
have  been  spent  for  nothing.  What  was  done 
was  in  consideration  for  work  done. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.--The  £40,000  has  gone. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— That  is  so.  I  do  not 
think  it  was  the  business  of  the  Government  lo 
force  upon  these  people  compliance  with  a  con- 
dition, or  with  one  particular  set  of  conditions, 
if  they  by  wbao  they  were  doing  showed  bona 
fides  in  the  working  of  the  mine.  The  stipula- 
tion and  conditions  were  to  secure  the  hon&  fide 
working  of  the  mine.  Now,  Sir,  I  come  to  the 
particular  question  which  has  been  agitating 
the  House  for  the  past  ten  days,  and  that  is 
the  question  upon  which  an  amendment  was 
brought  before  the  House.  Sir,  I  do  not  think 
the  Government  ean  congratulate  themselves 
at  the  close  of  this  debate  upon  having 
won  respect  cither  in  the  House  or  in 
the  country  by  the  course  they  have  taken. 
As  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
City  (Mr.  Tayloi)  said,  I  know  of  no  case  in 
the  whole  history  of  Parliament  where  the  Go- 
vernment has  so  debased  themselves,  or  where 
an  individual  member  has  done  so  great  honour 
to  himself,  as  has  been  '\n  this  case.  I  am 
thankful  we  have  had  an  example  in  this 
House,  in  the  action  of  Mr.  Hutcheson,  the  late 
member  for  Wellington  City,  which  should  be 
a  standing  example  for  all  time  of  what  an 
honourable  man  should  do  under  very  diffi- 
cult circumstances.  The  general  features  of 
ike  case  are  these:  that  he,  in  his  ca{>acity 
Mr.  Rolleaton 


as  a  representative  of  the  country,  beeun 
aware  of  circumstances  which  he  would  bave 
played  a  very  poor  part  in  if  he  had  not  dis- 
closed and  brought  under  the  attention  of 
this  House.  He  did  that  in  a  straigbtlorwud 
manner.  He  was  driven  by  circumatanoes  rato 
a  position  with  regard  to  the  pledgee  given  lo 
his  constituents  that  have  led,  I  am  sony  to 
say,  to  the  trouble  he  is  now  in  with  aa 
election.  But  he  has  won  respect  far  greater 
than  he  could  ever  have  done  if  he  bad  re> 
mained  a  member  of  this  House.  Now,  Sir,  I 
take  the  honourable  gentleman,  Mr.  Hall-Jous, 
first,  and  I  have  something  to  aay  on  bis  aetioB 
in  the  matter.  Has  he  repented  ?  Is  he  going 
to  apologize  to  the  House  ?  Is  he  ashamed  of 
the  course  he  took  ? 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— No. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— Sir,  I  am  going  to  show 
the  course  he  did  take.  First  of  all,  he  went  in 
for  abuse  such  as  I  have  never  heard  from  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown  towards  a  member  act- 
ing in  the  course  of  his  duty  on  the  floor  of 
this  House.  He  accused  Mr.  Hutcbeeoo  of 
having  become  the  associate  of  men  of  wealtb, 
playing  into  the  hands  of  shipping  rings,  aad 
having  deserted  the  cl|i8s  of  workers.  H»  ap- 
pealed 4o  the  working-men  of  the  colony  id 
condemn  a  mem  for  an  action  with  which  tbcj 
were  as  yet  very  imperfectly  acquainted — aboat 
the  very  meanest  appeal  I  have  ever  heaii 
uttered  in  this  House.  To  whom  are  lluiif- 
ters  responsible  ?  Are  they  not  responsible  to 
the  House?  And  it  is  to  the  House  tfaej 
should  speak,  and  not  to  the  working-man  oat- 
side  the  House.  But  I  am  thankful.  Sir,  that 
he  has  spoken  to  the  working-men  ;  and  I  am 
thankful  the  workiug-men  will  have  an  oppor 
tunity  of  showing  what  they  think  about  tliia 
matter,  and  what  they  think  aboat  those  wbo 
would  trample  upon  a  man  who  does  his  dnty 
as  the  member  for  Wellington  Gi(y  has  done  it 
Sir,  in  an  interjection  he  spoke  of  the  honoor- 
able  member  having  betrayed  his  eonatitaentt. 
Surely  he  ought  to  have  left  that  to  dioae  oon- 
stituents  to  determine ;  and  they  will  deter- 
mine it.  They  will  determine  whether  tliay 
have  been  betrayed  or  not,  just  as  the  ooe- 
stituents  of  the  member  for  Waipawa  and  the 
member  for  Napier  will  determine  whether 
those  gentlemen  have  exercised  their  wealth 
to  tyrannize  over  the  freedom  of  the  eleetoia 
Such  a  state  of  things  would  not  be  tolerated 
by  the  electors  of  the  colony,  and  I  amthankfol 
that  an  election  is  coming  on  shortly,  and  that 
the  voice  of  the  people  will  then  be  heaid 
throughout  this  colony.  Sir,  the  Minister  ol  • 
Marine  went  on  to  say  the  late  member  for 
Wellington  City  had  tarnished  the  certififlatei 
of  the  seamen  working  in  this  port.  Whohai 
tarnished  the  certificates  ?  Ministers,  by  theb 
mismanagement.  I  am  not  going  to  aay  any- 
thing prejudging  che  real  issue  of  the  case  tet 
is  now  going  to  come  before  a  Boyal  Comaui- 
sion,  but  I  say  there  has  been  incompetaoee 
in  the  management  of  that  department  for 
a  series  of  years  past;  that  it  ia  rightly 
termed  a  **  scandal,"  and  that  it  might  have 
resulted  in  loss  of  life  and  terrible 
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.  He  went  od  to  attack  this  side  of  the  Hoase 
<«lK>ut  the  breakdown  of  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand,  and  said  thete  were  men  here  who 

'  bad    been   the   assooiates  of  those  who    had 

-  <hagged  down  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  What 
right  has  he  to  say  that  ?  What  has  any  mem- 
>ber  on  this  side  of  the  House  to  do  with  the 
Bank  of  New  Zealand?    If  he  is  alluding  to 

'  cbe  fact  that  public  men — and  men  who  have 
•been  well  known  in  the  colony — have  been  the 
-objects  of  failure  and  misfortune  in  their 
private  finances,  can  anything  be  worse  than 
'bringing  up  a  thing  of  that  kind  in  this  House 
-and  attacking  us  with  it  in  a  debate  ?  Is  the 
honourable  member  not  ashamsd  of  having 
<]one  that  ?  If  noti  I  am  ashamed  of  him.  I 
know  nothing  of  these  private  accounts ;  but 
that  such  taunts  should  be  hurled  from  the 
Ministerial  benches  against  this  side  of  the 
House,  and  against  men  who  are  now  resting 
in  their  graves,  is  a  degradation  not  only  to  the 

'  Ministry  but  to  the  whole  Hourc. 

Mr.   HALL^ONES.— Who  has  to  pay  for 

Mr.  ROLIiESTON.— What  have   I   to  pay 

lor?     What  have  we  to  pay  for  ?     The  honour- 

•'  able  member  does  not  neem  to  understand  the 

position  at  all.    He  has  no  right  to  bring  up 

giople's  private  affairs  on  the  floor  of  the 
onse,  and  this  side  of  the  Houm  have  nothing 
fDore  to  do  with  matters  of  that  kind  than 
have  members  on  the  other  side.  Let  me  say 
this:  I  do  not  want  to  say  anything  disagree- 
;  able.  I  have  held  my  tongue  and  I  have  not 
thrown  out  slanders,  and  have  never  interfered 
with  people's  private  affairs,  and  I  have  not 
referred  to  the  personal  connection  of  any  one 
on  that  side  of  this  House  with  the  Bank  of 
New  Zeidand,  though  I  might  do  so  if  I 
thought  it  seemly. 

An  Hon.  Msicbbb.— And  another  bank. 

Mr.  BOIiLESTON.—Yes ;  and  another  bank. 
It  is  to  me  a  painful  thing.  Is  it  right  that  we 
should  have  our  friends — men  we  have  been 
proud  to  be  associated  with— brought  up  in  this 
kind  of  way,  to  be  taunted  with  having  been 
aaiociated  with  them  in  the  past  ?  We  are  proud 
of  having  beoi  assooiated  with  the  men  to  whom 
I  fsDcy  the  honourable  gentleman  aUudes.  Let 
the  honoured  dead  rest  in  their  graves  free  from 
slander.  Let  the  dishonoured  living  bear  on 
their  own  shoulders  the  results  of  their  own 
wrongdoing,  and  not  try  to-  shift  it  on  to  the 
•  shoulders  of  other  people. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— I  did  not  refer  to  the 
gentleman  vou  mean. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— 1  do  not  know  whom  you 
ftlhided  to,  but  it  vras  equaUy  improper  whoever 
yon  alluded  to.  Well,  Sir,  it  is  alleged  that  the 
Mhiistry  are  not  on  their  trial  What  is  the 
mesning  of  that  ?  A  tribunal  of  the  country — 
a  branch  of  the  judicial  department  of  this 
'Mantry — has  put  them  pretty  well  on  their  trial. 
What  do  they  say  ? 

**The  grand  jury  desires  me  to  express  its 
strong  disapproval  of  the  evident  interference 
<>f  the  Minister  with  the  conduct  of  the  routine 
^  tbe  examination  forming  the  subject  of  the 
Motment." 


Gould  anything  be  plainer  than  that  ?    Are 
Ministers  not  on  their  trial  ?    There  is  a  prima 
facie  case  against  them  in  the  statement  of  the 
grand    jury,  which    had   all    the  documents 
before  them,  of  which  we  only  had  a  detach- 
ment.   The  next  thing  we  find  is  the  Ftime 
Minister  denouncing  the  Graud  Jury  for  bias, 
and  he  says  he  will  abolish  them.     He  says 
grand  juries   are   opposed  to  the  present  Ad- 
ministration.    He  will  abolish  everything  that 
is  opposed  to  Ministers ;  he  will  trample  on  the 
law  and  do  what  he  likes.    **  We  will  stick  to 
our  seats,  and  everything  that  stands  in  our 
way  will  be  wiped  out."    That  is  the  way  the 
Prime  Minister  talks  of  the  institutions  of  the 
country  of  which  he  is  supposed  to  be  the  up- 
holder.   Well,  the  trial  went  on  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  it  bears  out  this  presentment  of 
the  grand  jury.    It  has  been  read  all  over  the 
country,  and  the  people  of  the  country,  through 
their  representatives,  want  to  know  what  is  the 
truth  in  this  matter.     In  this  trial  came  out 
those  famous  telegrams — the  telegrams  which 
were  mandates  to  Mr.  Hall- Jones,  on  the  eve  of 
the  Premier  going  to  England,  instructing  him 
particularly  to  interfere  with  his  department. 
The  honourable  gentleman  told  the  deputation 
he  would  not  pay  any  attention  to  the  officers  of 
his  department  if  ho  could  get  satisfactory  out- 
side evidence.    He  accused  me  of  wanting  to 
blame  the  officers  of  my  department  in  connec- 
tion with  the  coal  matter.    No  blame  was  at- 
tachable to  them.    I  was  furnished  with  par- 
ticulars, on  which  I  gave  my  decision,  and  that 
decision  was,  of  course,  guided  by  the  law ;  and 
not,  as  in  this  case,  in  defiance  of  the  law,  as 
laid  down  in  the  statute-book  or  by  regulation. 
Then  came  the  other  telegrams  the  country  has 
heard  so  much  about.    The  country  will  And  it 
hard  to  get  over  the  fact  that  the  Premier,  in 
February,  1899,   said,  "The  first  I   knew  of 
Jones   was    after    Mr.    Hutcheson    made   his 
speech  in  the  House ;  '*  and  that  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  in  the  previous  year  he  had  sent 
the  famous  telegram  to  Mr.  Hall- Jones,  and  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  he  had  had  deputations 
pressing  a  breach  of  the  law  upon  him. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  are  ignoring  and  leav- 
ing out  that  portion  about  the  examination. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— I  am  not  going  to  be  in- 
terrupted. I  am  not  going  to  form  any  decided 
opini  ns  as  to  the  moral  obliquity  of  the 
Minister  of  Marine.  But  I  am  showing  the 
House  that  a  good  frimA  facU  case  has  been 
made  out  with  tbe  country  against  the  Minis- 
try ;  and  it  is  a  monstrous  thing  to  say  they  are 
not  on  their  trial,  and  it  is  a  monstrous  thing 
to  abuse  a  man  on  the  floor  of  tbe  House  for 
bringing  the  matter,  in  the  exercise  of  his  duty, 
to  the  crisis  it  has  been  brought  to.     Sir,  is  it 

--  Q^  any  wonder,  I  say,  that  Parliament 
should,  in  a  matter  affecting  the  li^es 
of  a  number  of  our  fellow-colonistR,  desire  .to 
get  further  information  upon  the  information 
which  was  brought  primarily  under  the  notice 
of  this  House?  Is  it  any  wonder  than  the 
House  should  think  it  an  extraordinary  thing 
that  their  functions  in  this  matter,  as  affecting 
Ministers,  should  be  superseded  by  a  Royal 
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Oommission  on  Ifae  eve  of  the  meeting  of 
Pftrliament  ?  Whom  ajra  Ministen  reeponsible 
to?    They  are  responsible  to  this  Hoase. 

Mr.  SEDOON.— To  the  people. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— " To  the  people!"  I 
say  the  honoarabie  member  has  a  very  poor 
knowledge  of  his  position  in  this  Hoase.  On 
the  floor  of  this  House  he  is  responsible,  not  to 
the  people,  he  is  responsible  to  this  Hoase,  and 
the  sooner  he  realises  that  the  better ;  and  the 
sooner  the  House,  when  it  gets  rid  of  those 
wretched  pledges  that  a  number  of  members 
have  been  driven  into,  realisea  that  Ministers 
are  responsible  to  the  Hoaee  the  better,  and 
they  should  hold  them  responsible  for  breaobes 
of  the  law  and  maladministration.  Sir,  is  not 
Parliament  also  justified  in  the  face  of  past  ex- 
perience ?  What  is  the  case  of  the  Government 
in  regard  to  the  Wrigg  case  ?  How  does  that 
stand? 

Mr.  HALL. JONES.  — It  is  before  a  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  UOLLESTON.— It  is  not  now  before  a 
Committee.  The  Committee  is  defunct,  and, 
so  far  as  I  know,  the  honourable  member  has 
made  a  mistake  there. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— It  is  committed. 

Mr.  HOLLESTON.— It  is  not  in  the  street 
either,  and  the  public  have  sufficient  intelli- 
gence to  see  this :  that  the  Government,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  law  and  in  defiance  of  the  officers 
of  the  department,  did  an  act  to  bring  one  of 
the  highest  decorations  and  honours  that  can 
be  bestowed  in  this  colony  into  discredit.  A 
more  discreditable  thing  has  never  happened 
in  the  history  of  this  colony.  The  country 
thinks,  and  thinks  rightly,  that  the  Marine 
scandal  is  only  part  of  a  general  system  of 
departmental  mismanagement  which  has  cha- 
racterized the  whole  history  of  the  present 
Government.  Take  the  Police  case  again :  what 
has  happened  in  regard  to  that  ?  We  find  that 
there  the  whole  use  of  a  department  of  that 
kind  is  superseded  by  the  personal  will  of 
Ministera,  and  the  Police  Department  —  the  con- 
servators of  the  peace  of  the  country — has  been 
partially  made,  1  am  thankful  to  say  not  entirely, 
into  a  political  engine  to  promote  the  political 
interests  of  the  members  on  those  benches.  Sir, 
the  fact  IS  that  the  Civil  Service  of  the  country 
are  no  longer  public  officers.  They  are  the 
servants  of  Ministers,  and  they  are  afraid  of 
their  lives.  That  is  about  the  position,  at  id 
that  is  my  reading  of  the  position  in  regard  to 
this  case  that  is  known  as  the  Aliman  case. 
What  was  felt  by  the  department  is  this:  that 
it  is  the  determination  of  Ministers  that  the 
business  must  be  done,  and  we  must  do  it, 
whether  legal  or  not.  I  am  very  sorry  the 
department  did  not  resist  more  slrenaously ; 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Glasgow  did  the 
utmost  he  dare  do  and  could  do  to  prevent  an 
act  of  maladministraiion  such  as  that  which 
has  taken  place.  Then  the  question,  as  it 
came  before  the  House,  was  whether  it  should 
be  examined  into  by  a  Committee  or  a  Royal 
Commission.  It  is  argued -I  think  by  the 
honourable  member  for  ElleBmere— that  a 
Committee  is  not  worth  anything.  I  think 
Mr,  Rollesto7i{ 


a  Minister  of  the  Crown  said  inqolries  by  a 
Committee  were  farcical,  and  so  on. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbr. — Yes. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— The  hononzable  gentle* 
man  says  "  Yes.'*  It  is  men  like  that,  who 
have  no  respect  for  their  own  institutions,  iili» 
say  Parliament  and  a  Committee  are  worth 
nothing;  it  is  they,  and  their  action,  wbi^ 
make  our  Committees  worth  nothing.  Do  yot 
suppose,  if  the  House  determined  in  the  fioeol 
the  Government  to  have  a  Committee,  that  it 
is  not  competent  for  members  to  insist  apoa 
having  a  proper  Committee  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbr. — How  will  jou  do  it? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.-^Why,  turn  Ministen  dl 
those  benches— only  you  talk  one  way  and  vote 
another.  That  is  what  is  ruining  the  efieotiv^ 
ness  of  our  Committees— that  they  are  simpif 
packed  bodies,  to  carry  out  the  mandates  of  thi 
Premier.  I  am  quite  aware,  even  if  thatdidnot 
take  place,  whioh  one  would  have  thought  th» 
honourable  member  for  Eilesmere  would  pm* 
mote,  that  Committees  have  come  to  decisionsii 
the  past  not  in  accordance  with  evidence ;.bit» 
at  ail  events,  we  should  have  insisted  on  bringi^l 
out  in  evidence  the  facts  and  put  them  befoB 
the  public.  I  trust  we  shall  get  the  facts  now; 
but  we  do  not  know  what  is  the  decision  d 
the  Government  with  regard  to  this  CommisMI* 
Who  is  to  represent  on  the  Commission  thft 
necessity  for  inquiring  into  the  details  of  thii 
oase  ?  Who  is  going  to  bring  it  before  tbeGoB» 
mission  ?  The  Committee  brought  out  all  tht 
evidence  it  could  in  the  Allegations  CommittM; 
hot  it  is  perfectly  in  the  power  of  a  CommillM 
to  get  out  all  the  evidence,  though  yoa 
force  a  packed  Committee  to  come  to  a  deeiM 
against  the  Goveroment.  I  do  not  know  ivh» 
is  going  to  represent  the  statements  mads  hf 
Mr.  Hutcheson. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Have  you  lost  confidence  ii 
Dr.  Giles? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— 1  have  the  greftt«t 
confidence  in  Dr.  Giles;  but  there  is  a  gmt 
liability  of  a  Royal  Commission  composed  «f 
gentlemen  who  have  a  strict  notion  of  thi 
exercise  of  judicial  functions — there  is  a  gMt 
chance  of  facts  not  being  brought  out  bef<n 
them.  Is  the  honourable  gentleman  going  t» 
see  there  is  some  one  to  cross-examioe  wit- 
nesses  and  bring  out  evidence  ?  Is  there  only 
to  be  a  lawyer  there  to  represent  the  00980- 
ment? 

An  Hon.  Mbhbbb. — Shield  the  GovennMBk 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Yes,  shield  the  Gofop- 
ment.  I  should  like  to  know  that.  Well,  Si^ 
as  I  have  said,  I  am  not  going  to  say  that  tht 
moral  obliquity  of  the  Minister  of  Marias  ii 
proved  in  this  matter.  I  am  not  going  to  «7 
he  was  in  collusion  with  what  was  aoalogow 
to  a  burglary  in  the  department — that  eiaai- 
nation.  I  am  not  going  to  say  he  is  privy  to 
that  at  all ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Isilt 
unkind  thing  that  can  be  said  is  that  h«  ha 
shown  absolute  incapacity  for  adminiitsiiaf 
the  department.  What  right  had  he  tobiB| 
up  Captain  Ailman  ?  He  was  acting  with  jfOBK 
members  of  tbe  department,  subversive  of  ^ 
discipline  in  the  department.    When  I  '    ^ 
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the  innocent  way  he  told  the  story  I  felt  sorry 
lor  him ;  he  did  not  seem  to  kno^  that  her  was 
wiong  at  all.    So  much  for  the  posiiion  of  the 
^mb  when  Pariiam-nt  met.    Now,  what  took 
plaee  after  that  ?    When  we  here  determined 
to  ask  for  an  inquiry  by  Parliament,  what  was 
dene?    The  Qovemment  make  the  motion  a 
no-eonfidenee  one.    That  is  the  way  things  are 
managed — pledges  entirely  contrary  to  the  sys- 
tun  of  Qovemment  are  harked  back  upon  to 
pfBvent  members    voting    according    to  their 
eouBoience.    Do  yon  suppose  the  member  for 
BUesmere  voted  aocordiog  to  his  conscience? 
I  am  sure  he  has  one.    Do  you  suppose  the 
member  for   Ashley  voted    according   to   his 
eoDsoienoe?    I    suppose   he  has  one,   though 
I  am  not   quite    sure  about    him.    Do    you 
•oppose   thM  other   members   voted    accord- 
ing to  their   consciences  in  this  matter  ?    A 
eanous  is  held,  and  they  are  rounded  up,  and 
Hinistert  eince  have  been  treating  the  House 
with  an  air  of  complacency  and  apparent  dia- 
iBgacd  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  House,  whioh 
I  think  was  unworthy  of  what  was  really  a 
gieat   occasion.    Then,  we  were  told   by  one 
member— and  I  think  it  has  been  circulated 
pretfy  well  outside — that  Mmisters  would  have 
gone  to  the  country.    How  could  they  have 
•ilnd  the  Grown  for  a  dissolution  ?    On  what 
Ifionnds?    Would  a  dissolution  be  granted  in 
«ider  to  enable  the  Crown  to  appeal  over  the 
heads  of  Parliament  to  the  people  to  determine 
whether  the  reprcRentatives  of  the  people  were 
to  be  gagged  in  Parliament  by  the  issue  of  a 
Bqyal  CSommission  ?    Is  it  possible  that  it  could 
be  thought  that  a  dissolution  would  be  granted 
to  cover  up  a  gross  act  of  maladministration 
toeh   as    this?    There  could    be  no  possible 
pound  for  a  dissolution.    This  is  the  third 
session  of  the  Parliament.      Was  the    whole 
of  the  business  of  this  third  session  to  be  set 
aside— great  questions,   that   we  ought  to  be 
tattling  this  year,  neglected  in  order  to  pave 
the    skins    of    Minisiers  7  '  Have    the  great 
Liberals  on  that  side  of  the  House  not  got 
another  body  of  men  capable  of  taking  those 
benohes?    God  forbid    that  we   should  have 
to  wade  through  the  mud  left  behind  by  those 
honourable  members.    Take  any  six  men  from 
4hat  side  of  the  House,  and   I   will  support 
them  to  the  end  of  the  session  ratber  than  con- 
•done  maladministration,    as    this    has    been 
condoned.     **  Clear  the  decks,"  the  honourablo 
member  says.    He  wants  to  be  dancing  on  the 
platforms,  and  showering  abuse  on  public  men 
whose  shoes  he  is  not  fit  to  unloose.    He  wants 
to  get  free  from  the  Houpe.    But  I  hope  the 
House  will  do  its  duty,  and  will  do  the  buM> 
ness  of  the  country.    I  have  got  a  great  deal 
more  to  say,  but  my  time  is  nearly  up.    If 
It  had  not  been   for  the  accusations   whioh 
he  chose  to  bring  against    members  on  this 
Bide»  I  do  not  think   I    would  have   troubled 
the   Hoii9e  on   the   present  occasion.    There 
is  important  businrss  which  I  would  like  to 
Me  deelt  with.    There  is  the  question  of  the 
liegislative  Gounr-il  reform ;  I  want  to  see  the 
Committees  of  this  House  properly  constituted; 
•ibeze  ifl  the  question  of  technical  education ; 


and  there  are  a  great  many  social  questions  to 
be  dealt  with^for  instance,  questions  like  the 
liquor  question,  and  the  social  evil.  We  had  a 
little  Bill  dealing  with  the  last  subject  and  in 
charge  of  the  Mmister  of  Marine  last  session. 
There  are  many  large  questions  crying  for  the 
attention  of  the  Qovernment.  And  these  mat- 
ters are  to  be  neglected,  and  the  Qovemment 
are  making  this  Allman  scandal  a  means  of 
covering  their  retreat  from  a  great  act  of  mal- 
adminis(  ration. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— I  do  not  think  the  honour- 
able  member  would  wilfully  misrepresent  what 
I  said,  but  he  has  done  so  inadvertently. 
Either  that,  or  it  is  an  omission  when  making 
his  notes.  What  I  said  was  that  I  knew  nothing 
of  Captain  Jones  having  gone  up  for  examina- 
tion. I  repeat  it  now.  Then,  as  to  the 
Wallsend  Company  and  the  Westport  Company, 
the  honourable  member's  memory  is  at  fault. 
I  said  that  the  Wallsend  Company — the  com- 
pany that  spent  all  the  money — had  been 
harassed  by  the  Government.  The  Westport 
Company  had  bought  out  that  company  for  a 
small  amount,  and  immediately  they  were  per- 
mitted by  the  Government,  contrary  to  the 
terms  of  the  lease,  to  acquire  the  freehold 
they  closed  down  the  mine.  The  Committee 
that  investigated  the  working  of  the  coal-mines, 
in  their  report,  said  : — 

**  The  supervision  of  mines  has  also  been 
couducted  with  great  laxity.  Reconmienda- 
tions  by  the  Inspector  under  the  Coal-mines 
Act,  as  to  breaches  threatening  human  life, 
have  been  ignored  by  the  department.  Pru- 
dence and  humanity  alike  require  a  strict 
enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  Coal-mines 
Act,  and  of  those  clauses  in  the  leases  having 
for  their  object  the  prevention  of  accidents." 

That  is  what  the  Committee  said  on  that 
very  question. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.-~Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman's  memory  is  the  shortest.  With 
regard  to  the  first  thing,  here  is  what  he  said  in 
Dunedin:  — 

**  I  never  spoke  to  Mr.Hall-Jones  aboutCaptoin 
Jones's  examination,  nor  did  I  write  to  him." — 
That  is  an  equivocation  to  begin  with. — **  I  went 
away  in  April,  and  the  examination  took  place 
in  July.  The  first  thing  I  knew  of  Captain 
Jones,  or  the  certificate,  was  after  the  speech 
bad  been  made  by  Mr.  John  Hutcheson  in  the 
House  of  Representatives," 

Well,  Sir,  you  never  know  where  you  have  the 
honourable  eentleman. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
might  have  read  that  at  first.  He  is  not  read- 
ing now  from  his  own  notes.  He  left  my  re- 
ference to  the  examination  out  of  his  own 
notes.  He  is  reading  now  from  notes  supplied 
him  by  the  member  for  Wairarapa. 

Mr.  KAIHAU  (Western  Maori).— Sir,  I  have  a 
few  words  to  say  with  reference  to  that  part  of  the 
Governor's  Speech  relating  to  the  Maori  people. 
I  am  excaedinglv  pleased  to  learn  that  the 
Gjvernor  has  paid  visits  to  the  Maoris  in  their 
several  kaingas,  both  in  this  Island  and  the 
Middle  Island,  and,  further,  that  the  Governor 
attended  a  large  Maori  meeting  that  was  held 
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at  Waitangi,  the  plaoe  which  is  fctmoas  as  the 
Bpot  where  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  was  signed 
— the  treaty  which  was  laid  down  by  the  Queen 
between  the  two  races,  European  and  Mcu>ri. 
The  Maoris  there  assembled  were  exceedingly 
gratified  to  see  the  Governor  at  their  meetings 
when  he  went  there  to  interview  them,  and  to 
be  afforded  the  opportunity  of  laying  before  him 
the  grievances  under  which  they  laboor.  Tbey 
were  thankful  for  the  courteous  and  patient 
hearing  they  received  from  the  Governor  of  the 
statements  made  by  them  as  to  their  wishes 
and  grievances,  and  their  expressions  of  loyalty 
to  the  Queen.  Then,  Sir,  with  regard  to  a  cer- 
tain trouble  that  took  place  some  time  ago— the 
Native  trouble  that  took  place  at  Bawene  and 
Waima  in  the  north  of  this  Island :  I  am  very 

g leased  to  see  that  the  Governor  and  his  Minis- 
3rs  extended  their  clemency  to  those  persons, 
who,  as  the  result  of  that  trouble,  bad  got  them- 
selves into  disgrace  through  breaking  the  law. 
Sir,  I  would  point  out  that,  in  my  opinion,  the 
Maoris  were  not  solely  to  blame  in  what  they 
did  in  connection  with  that  trouble.  I  say 
that  other  people  were  blamable  besides  the 
Maoris  who  got  into  trouble  over  that  busi- 
ness, and  that  the  chief  blame  is  chargeable  to 
the  local  bodies  who  imposed  and  enforced  the 
dog- tax  which  was  the  inmiediate  cause  of  the 
trouble.  And  when  I  heard,  Sir,  that  allusion 
had  been  made  by  the  Governor  in  bis  Speech 
to  the  visit  that  was  paid  to  him  at  Go- 
vernment House,  in  Auckland,  by  certain  Wai- 
kato  chiefs,  and  by  Mahuta,  whom  we  call  the 
king,  I  was  heartily  pleased  to  see  it.  This 
being  so,  Sir,  we,  the  Maori  people,  hope  that 
great  good  may  accrue  to  the  colony  at  large 
from  the  fact  of  the  Governor  having  paid  visits 
to  the  Maoris  at  their  kaingas  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  and  also  by  reason  of  this 
visit  paid  to  His  Excellency  at  Government 
House,  Auckland,  by  the  chiefs  I  have  men- 
tioned. Now,  Sir,  I  must  congratulate  the 
Government  upon  the  fact  of  their  having 
acquired  land  for  settlements,  under  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act.  I  think  that  that  will  be 
a  lasting  benefit  to  this  colony ;  but.  Sir,  I  would 
suggest  to  the  Government  that  they  should 
confine  their  endeavours  to  acquire  land  to 
such  lands  as  they  can  take  undec  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Act  from  the  Europeans.  Because, 
Sir,  the  land  that  is  at  present  the  property 
of  European  owners  in  this  coimtrv  is  of  very 
much  greater  extent  than  that  which  now  re- 
mains under  Maori  ownership.  The  land  that 
is  now  held  by  Maori  owners  in  the  whole  of  the 
country  is,  I  should  say,  somewhere  between 
four  and  five  million  acres — I  think  nearer  four 
than  five  millions.  The  Maori  lands  that  are 
now  being  purchased  by  the  Crown  are  not 
being  purchased  at  the  value  of  those  lands — 
the  lands  are  not  being  purchased  at  their  full 
value.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  say  the  Government 
should  only  purchase  land  which  is  the  property 
of  European  owners,  because  in  that  case  the 
lands  are  first  valued  before  they  are  acquired 
by  the  Grown.  Now,  Sir,  with  reference  to 
that  part  of  the  Governor's  Speech  which  lays 
down  that  certain  power,  authority,  or  mana 
Mr.  Kaihau 


should  be  given  to  the  Maoris  in  this  eoimtiy 
by  thehr  hapus,  I  say,  if  there  is  any  meaning 
in  that,  and  it  is  to  be  given  effect  to,  tke 
members  of  this  House  should  devote  thdc 
energies  to  looking  into  the  matter,  because  thit- 
is  the  first  time,  so  far  as  lam  aware,  that  snob 
a  proposal  has  been  made.     But,  I  say,  do  not 
bring  down  such  a  measure  as  the  Board  Bill 
introduced  last  session,  because,  If  that  is  (he 
kind  of  mana  that  is  intended  by  this  pact  of 
the  Governor's  Speech,  then  we  shall  be  mn^ 
better  off  without  it,  for  the  Maoris  under  lt> 
would  be  much  worse  off  than  they  an  at  the 
present  time.    Maoris  speak  of  that  Bill  as  tbs 
end  of  the  world.    Therefore,  I  say  to  honoer- 
able  members  of  this  House  that,  if  it  is  thdr 
intention  to  fall  in  with  the  vnsbesof  the  Maod, 
and  to  lighten  the  burdens  that  now  oppress  them,, 
be  thorough  in  so  doing ;  if  tbey  are  going  to 
give  the  Maoris  an  oyster,  do  not  give  uem  the 
shell  only,  but  let  them  have  the  oyster  atao. 
Sir,  as  I  understand  another  part  of  the  Qo- 
vernor's  Speech,  it  says  that  certain  tronUsi 
and  disabilities  under  which  this  colony  laboop 
should  be  lightened.     I  have  no  hesitattoa  in 
telling  this  House  that  the  Maori  inhabitaoti, 
both  of  the  North  Island  and   of  the  Middle 
Island  of  New  Zealand,  at   the  present  ume 
stagger  under  very  heavy  burdens.     Tory,  mj 
grievous   burdens  indeed  are  borne  by  Moat 
now  with  regard  to  the  loss  of  their  lands,  and 
what  those  lands  produce.    I  will  endeaTcor«^ 
for  the  information  of  the  House,  to  point  oat 
the  several  burdens  to  which  I  allude.     In  the 
year  1884  the  Native  Lands  Court  Act  vas- 
passed.    This  Act  prevented  the  Maori  ownera 
from    selling    their    land    to    private    Eqid- 
12  0     P^^*^  purchasers.     Now,   many  tribes 
and  hapus  of  Maoris  in  thenorthen 
part  of   this  Island  have  suffered  very,  vsiy 
grievously  under  that   Act.     They  have  been 
absolutely  unable  to  deal  with  their  land  in 
such  a  way  as  to  derive  any  real  benefit  from 
it.     On  the  East  Coast  they  are  not  affected  by 
the  passing  of  that  Act.     Therefore,  I  say  th^ 
that  Act  should  be  amended,  and  thorouj^ 
amended.     Now,  there  are  numbers  of  Natin 
owners  owning  large  tracts  of  land  in  the  dis> 
trict  known  as  the  Robe  Potae.    Roughly  speak- 
ing, there  are  about  seven  hundred  people  tfaeie 
who  own  about  two  million  acres  of  land  in  ths 
district,  and,   as  the  law  now  stands,  thes» 
people  are  absolutely  debarred  from  either  sell- 
ing or  leasing  that  land  for  their  own  benefit. 
They  can  now  only  lease  to  the  Crown;  and 
when  they  sell  their   land  to  the  Crown  in' 
that  district  they  only  get  from  2s.  to  78.  sn 
acre  for  every  acre  of  land  sold.    And  I  believe 
that  if  a  competent  person  who  knew  the  valvt 
of  land  were  to  go  through  that  ootmtry,  and: 
place  a  fair  price  upon  it,  he  could  not  &il  t» 
be  satisfied  that  that  land  is  at  least  value  for 
from  £1  to  £2  per  acre.    Now,  supposuig  thflf 
were  to  sell  that  land  for  even  £1  an  aeie :  wbj 
the  Government  then,  if  they  got  £2  an  acre  for 
it,  would  be  getting  £1  an  acre  at  least  over  and 
above  what  they  gave  for  the  land.    What  I 
mean  to  say  is,  that  the  Government  would  g^a 
clear  £1  an  acre  that  ought,  properly  spealangi. 
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to  go  into  the  pockets  of  the  Native  owners  of 
tbo  land.    Therefore,  I  would  ask  this  House 
to  give  its  attention  to  this  matter,  and,  during 
tho  present  session,  to  pass  a  measure  whioh 
viU  amend  the  Act  about  which  I  oomplain. 
Now,  the  younger  people  in  this  district,  the 
Bofae  Potae,  to  which  I  refer,  have    had    a 
eertain  amount  of  schooling.    They  possess  the 
necessary  knowledge  which  would  enable  them 
to  form  this  land  with    advantage  to  them 
wives,  or  to  lease  it  to  their  benefit.     Now, 
ffir,  there  is  another  Act  that  I  also  think  is 
urgsntly  in  need  of  amendment —and  that  is 
the  Native    Land  Oourt    Act  of  1894.    One 
part    of    that    Act    provides    that    surveyors 
may  entor  upon  a  block  of  Native  land,  with  or 
without  the  consent  of  the  Natives,  and  may 
sorroy  that  land  and  charge  the  cost  of  that 
sarvey  against  the  owners.    Then,  Sir,  in  the 
ooorBe  of  time,  the  cost  of  that  survey  becomes 
a  charge  upon  that  land  in  the  form  of  either 
lien  or  mortgage,  and  under  the  existing  law 
the  Maorin  are  not  allowed  either  to  sell  or 
lease  the  land,   and  so  relieve  it  from  that 
liability.    These  are  some  of  the  burdens  of 
which  I  spoke  just  now — the  grievously  heavy 
burdens  which  the  Maori  people  of  the  colony 
are  called   upon   to  carry.    Therefore,  Sir,  I 
urge  upon  this  House  the  necessity  that  exists 
for  some  measure  being  introduced  whioh  will 
lighten  the   burdens  under  which   the  Maori 
people  are   suffering.    There  is  still   another 
trouble  affecting  the  Maori  people  to  whioh  I 
should   like    to    draw    the    attention    of    this 
House.    Under  the  Stamp  Act  of  1882,  £10 
is  appropriated    by   the    Government    out    of 
every  £100  whioh  passes  in  the  pnrcha<-e  or 
sale  of  a  piece  of  land.      Now,  we  have  seen 
that  sales  of  Native  land  are  prohibited ;  but 
when  they  are  sucoessfnily  brought  off,  £10 
out  of  every  £100  is   taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment;  and  I  say  that  is  another  Act  which 
needs  amendment,  and  at  once.    If  some  mea 
sure  is  not  brought  in  to  amend  this,  how  is 
the  Maori  possiblv  to  cope  with  his  European 
neighbour  as  a  fellow- colonist?    Now,  I  think 
what  is  to  be  blamed  as  the  source  of  all  this 
trouble  is  the  institution  known  as  the  Native 
Land  Oourt.    1  think  if,  in  the  first  place,  the 
Natives  had  been  allowed  the  control,  manage- 
ment, and  disposal  of   their  own  lands,  they 
would  not  have  been  in  the  unhappy  position 
they  now  find  themselves;  but  when  the  Na- 
tive Land  Court  wa<i  constituted  the  Natives 
were,  through  that  means,  put  in  the  unhajppy 
position  in  whioh  we  now  find  them.    I  thmk 
that  is  one  of  the  first  matters  to  which  Par- 
liament should  direct  its  attention— the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Native  Land  Court ;  and  I  submit 
that  what  the  House  should  put  in  its  place  is 
a  Maori  Council,  that  would  operate  in  every 
distriot  throughout  this  Island.    With  regard 
to  a  Bill  which  I  understand  is  to  be  brought 
forward  shortly  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the 
election  of  members  to  this  House,  I  think  the 
number  of  Maori  members  should  be  increased. 
Theix  number  should  be  at  least  eight  or  nine, 
so  that  the  interests  of  the  Natives  might  be 
thoroughly  looked  after,  and  so  that  we  might 


then  have  a  sufficient  number  of  representatives 
of  the  race  in  the  House  to  support  both  sides 
of  the  Chamber.  I  am  satisfied  that,  if  the 
number  were  increased,  it  would  tend  to  lighten 
the  difficulty  we  now  find  in  discovering  some 
means  whereby  the  wrongs  of  the  Maoris  might 
be  redressed.  If  money  is  to  be  borrowed  for 
the  purpose  of  completing  the  construction  of 
railways  in  this  country,  I  will  again  remind 
the  House  of  the  railway  from  Pukekohe  to 
Waiuku.  The  cost  of  the  construction  of  that 
line,  I  have  ascertained,  would  be  from  £85,000 
to  £40,000  only.  It  is  a  line  that  should  cer- 
tainly be  made  without  delay.  On  two  separate 
occasions  last  session  I  told  the  House  how 
earnestly  desirous  the  inland  Natives  of  Wai- 
kato  are  that  this  line  should  be  completed,  so 
that  they  might  get  fish,  shellfish,  and  other 
things  from  the  sea-ehore  to  their  inland  resi- 
dences. The  population  nf  my  district  is 
about  fourteen  thousand  people,  all  of  whom 
are  anxious  that  the  line  should  be  made. 
Now,  I  see  in  tho  Government  OaBettethti,t  the 
Maoris  have  been  prohibited  from  fexercising 
their  rites  as  tohufigas.  On  behalf  of  the 
tokufigcts  1  should  like  to  say  this  :  they  possess 
speciid  knowledge  of  certain  ills  and  sickness 
from  which  the  Natives  suffer  ;  they  know  how 
to  prepare  tho  proper  medicines  to  kill  these 
diseases,  from  herbs  and  other  things  which 
they  get  in  the  bush  and  elsewhere,  and  they 
have  exercised  that  knowledge  for  generations 
before  the  Europeans  ever  came  to  the  country. 
And  I  think  the  Government  have  done  wrong 
in  preventing  Maori  tohungas  from  making 
medicine  according  to  their  practice  from  time 
immemorial.  I  am  not  a  bit  afraid  to  say  that 
I  believe,  if  aBoyalConmiission  were  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  practices  of  M6M)ri  tohungcu, 
it  would  be  found  that  they  knew  what  they 
are  doing,  and  did  it  without  making  any 
charge,  and  that  they  would  compare  favour- 
ably with  European  doctors.  I  say  that  the 
Government,  instead  of  preventing  them  from 
practising,  ought  to  issue  to  them  diplomas 
authorising  them  to  practice,  as  is  acne  in 
the  case  of  European  doctors.  A  little  while 
ago  the  Premier  visited  certain  parts  of 
the  Waikato,  and  he  spoke  on  many  sub- 
jects, and  many  subjects  were  broached  to 
him  there.  Now,  the  Natives  there  believe  in 
what  was  laid  down  between  the  Premier  and 
Mabuta  and  the  other  Waikato  chiefs  on  the 
occasion  of  that  visit.  But  what  the  Maoris 
do  ask  is  this :  that  the  matters  which  were 
agreed  to  between  the  Premier  and  Native 
Minif^ter  and  the  chiefs  who  kiterviewed  him, 
should  be,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  given 
effect  to.  Now,  Sir,  I  have  heard  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Governor  shortly  to  pay  a  visit 
to  the  Waikato  and  the  Robe  Potae  districts. 
If  the  Governor  does  carry  out  that  intention, 
he  will  there  see  about  twenty  millions  of  acres 
of  land  which  were  confiscated  from  the  Na- 
tives, and  he  will  find  many  Natives  living, 
there  with  hardly  enough  land  to  live  upon. 
That,  unfortunately,  is  the  case  with  nearly 
all  the  Waikato  Natives  whose  lands  were  oon- 
fiuated  at  the  time  of  the  war.    I  think  that 
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tiie  proper  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
Temment,  in  view  of  all  the  oircumstaDces  of 
the  oafie,  would  be  that  they  should  return  two 
million  acres  of  that  confiscated  land  to  the 
Waikato  Maoris,  because,  Sir,  I  do  not  think 
thai  that  land  was  justly  taken  from  those 
Kativee,  and  I  will  explain  why  I  say  that. 
Only  a  certain  number  of  those  Natives  took 
up  arms  against  the  Queen;  the  balance  of 
these  Natives  remained  loyal  or  neutral.  And 
again,  I  ask,  who  is  to  blame  for  having  brought 
about  the  war  in  the  first  place  ?  Now,  I  hope 
that  this  House  will  not  misunderstand  me  and 
fancy  that  I  take  up  a  hostile  posifelon  with 
regard  to  the  Qoverament.  I  do  not  wish  to 
be  understood  to  mean  tba:.  All  that  I  am 
endeavouring  to  do  is,  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
to  bring  before. this  House  the  grievauces  of 
the  people  who  spnt  me  here  to  represent 
them.  Therefore,  Sir,  what  I  ask  honourable 
members  of  this  House  to  do  is  to  use  their 
best  efforts  towards  eodeavouring  to  discover 
some  means  whereby  the  grievous  burdens 
which  the  Natives  have  to  and  do  now  suffer 
from  may  be  li<ht«ned  and  relidved. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Waiiarapa).— Sir.  at  this 
late  hour  of  the  night—or,  rather,  early  hour  of 
the  morning — I  do  not  propose  to  keep  the 
House  at  any  great  lenG;th.  The  Premier  has 
given  us  a  very  characteristic  speech  in  this 
debate,  and,  amongst  other  things,  I  under- 
stood him  to  say  that  the  Government  was  not 
on  its  trial  in  the  matter  of  this  Marine  scandal  ? 
Mr.  BBDDON.— Hear,  hear. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  Premiersays,  "Hear, 
hear."  If  that  is  so.  may  I  ask  him  why  he 
made  it  a  no  confidence  motion  ?  He  de- 
liberately sought  his  trial  on  that  motion,  and 
now  he  has  as  deliberately  contradicted  himself. 
He  also  told  this  House  that  he  was  not  re- 
sponsible to  it — that  he  was  responsible  to  the 
people.  Am  I  correct  in  stating  that  ? 
Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Well,  Sir,  the  people  of 
Wellington  in  a  few  days  will  hold  him  to  that 
challenge  in  a  manner  he  wilt  not  relish ;  and  I 
would  a<ik  him  where  is  the  Govf  mment  candi- 
date for  the  forthcoming  election? 
Mr.  8EDD0N.— Where  is  yours  7 
Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Mme  ? 
Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes,  the  Opposition  candi- 
date. o'B?C^^ 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  Opposition,  as  a 
barty,  is  not  concerned  in  this.  Tiie  late  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  was  a  supporter  of  the  Go- 
vernment whose  corrupt  conduct  has  compelled 
him  to  bring  the  charges  against  them  for 
which  they  are  now  standing  their  trial,  and 
the  people  of  Wellington  will  bring  in  a  verdict 
against  the  honourable  gentleman  which  he 
will  not  like. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— He  says  he  never  charged 
the  Government  >%itb  any  offending.  Bead  his 
own  speech. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Oh,  that  is  simply  non- 
sense.  The  Opposition  is  accused  of  being 
scandalmongers.  Who  committed  this  par- 
ticular political  crime,  and  who  unearthed  it  ? 
Was  it  a  member  of  the  Opposition  ?  Not  at 
Mr,  Kaihaxi 


all.  It  was  the  senior  member  lor  WeUmgtoi 
City— a  member  of  the  great  Liberal  peity. 
Let  me  take  the  Premier  back  to  last  sesskn. 
What  would  he  have  said  then  if  the  Opposttion 
had  claimed  Mr.  John  Hutcheson  as  one  of 
their  party?  He  would  have  scoffed  at  ths 
very  idea ;  and  he  knows  well  that  this  Muins 
scandal  has  not  come  in  any  shape  or  loan 
from  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You,  in  the  classical  Ian. 
guage  of  Mr.  Hutcheson,  "  sooled  "  him  on. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Who  •*  sooled  "  him  «o 
when  he  got  up  in  the  House  last  session  and 
made  his  memorable  disclosure  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.- Von  Schoen. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Is  Yon  Sohoeu  one  of 
the  Opposition  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes,  I  should  think  so. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  question  wheth«  t 
single  member  of  the  Opposition  even  knows 
Von  Schoen.  The  Premier  knows  his  can  is 
hopelessly  bad.  The  honourable  m^^mbw  for 
Mataura  was  good  enough  to  ask  whether  Uie 
member  for  Wairarapa  came  to  this  Hoou 
prepared  to  be  a  fair  judge  of  the  Mamt 
scandal,  and  he  recited  a  newspaper  report  of 
what  I  was  supposed  to  have  stated  on  sods 
platform  or  other,  as  follows :  **  It  was  simply 
shocking  that  the  Premier  and  the  Minister  of 
Marine  should  have  connived  at  the  granting  of 
a  captain's  certificate  to  an  incompetent  man.** 
I  stand  by  these  words,  and,  after  the  additional 
information  which  has  come  out  in  this  long 
debate,  I  am  more  confident  than  ever  that 
these  words  of  mine  were  amply  justified  by 
the  position.  Let  us,  for  instance,  take  the 
two  telegrams  referred  to  by  the  honooralilt 
member  for  Biccarton,  and  let  me  ask  tks 
honourable  member  for  Mataura  his  candid 
opinion  of  the  two  honourable  gentlemen  who 
could  descend  to  such  conduct.  The  Miniftac 
of  Marine  wired  the  Hon.  the  Premier,  when 
he  was  down  on  his  Otago  tour,  as  follows:— 
"You  were  not  in  the  country  at  the  time; 
and  we  at  no  time  had  any  conversation  aboat 
Jones,  his  certificate,  or  anything  oonoening 
him  until  some  time  after  Mr.  Hutohesoo't 
speech.**  What  other  possisible  meaning  was  that 
telegram  intended  to  convey  to  the  public  than 
that  in  no  shape  or  form  did  the  case  of  Captain 
Jones  come  up  between  the  Premier  and  tbe 
Minister  of  Marine;  and  was  not  the  wboli 
tenor  and  purpose  of  it  an  evasion  of  the  most 
miserable  character.  Can  the  honourable  mem* 
her  for  Mataura  deny  it  is  so?  And  so,  with 
regard  to  the  Premier's  telegram  from  Aoek- 
land,  could  any  man  with  the  slightest  regvd 
for  honesty,  political  or  private,  send  a  telegram 
such  as  I  have  before  me : — 

"I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  have  the 
question  of  issuing  certificate  to  Captain  Jonsi 
settled.  From  papers  presented  to  me  I  am  of 
opinion  that  be  is  entitled  to  what  he  wants, 

and  much  better  qualified  than .     Captain 

Allman  thinks  he  is  highly  qualified." 

The  Premier  knew  very  well  at  that  time 
that  Captain  Allman  did  not  think  that  Jones 
was  highly  qualified.  The  Premier  Imow  whan 
he  penned  that  telegram—* 
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cHr.  SEDDON.— I  have  U  in  writing  from 
Oikpteia  Allman  that  he  considered  Captain 
Jbnes  a  competent  coasting  captain. 

Mr.  BUGHANAN.^The  Premier  knew  that 
Oaptain  Allman  had  more  than  once  stated 
offieially  in  writing  that  Jones  had  no  chance 
<d  honestly  getting  a  certificate,  and  yet  he  had 
the  *'  front "  to  pen  that  paragraph  in  his  tele- 
gmm  to  the  Minister  of  Marine.  What,  also, 
wss  the  communication  that  the  Premier  offi- 
eislly  gave  to  the  Press  in  Otago,  when  he  was 
soonsed  throughout  the  colony  of  being  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Marine  scandal  ? — 

"  The  statement  is  an  absolute  fabrication, 
without  the  ilightest  foundation,  I  never 
nokd  to  the  Hon.  Hall-Jones  about  Captain 
Jones's  examination,  nor  did  I  write  to  him. 
I  went  away  to  England  in  April,  and  the  ex- 
amination took  place  in  July.  The  first  I  knew 
of  Captain  Jones  or  his  examination  was  after 
Mr.  Hutoheson,  senior  member  for  Wellington, 
made  his  speech  in  the  House." 

Mr.  S£DOON.->Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  Premier  unblnsh- 
iagly  says  **  Hear,  hear,"  with  the  deputation 
that  waited  upon  him  on  this  subject  before  he 
^  went  to  England,  with  the  conversation  he  had 
with  Captain  Fairchild  on  his  way  to  England, 
and  with  the  telegram  I  have  already  quoted 
which  he  sent  from  Auckland,  all  clearly  in 
his  memory  1  I  leave  the  verdict  to  any  honest 
man  who  goes  into  the  facts.  The  electors  of 
Wellington  who  are  on  the  spot,  and  who 
necessarily  know  more  of  the  truth  than  any 
other  community  in  New  Zealand,  may  be 
relied  upon  to  speedily  pronounce  their  judg- 
ment on  the  Marine  scandal  in  no  uncertain 
terms.  The  unsavoury  subject  has  been  fully 
discussed,  and  I  will  therefore  waste  no  more 
time  upon  it.  There  are,  however,  many  other 
seandsls  of  a  very  grave  character.  What  did 
the  Premier  recently  tell  the  Napier  people. 
Si  the  Treasurer  of  the  colony  ?  He  assured 
them  **  that  he  was  taking  the  people  of  Napier 
into  the  innermost  soul  of  the  finances  of  the 
colony,"  and  then  proceeded  to  inform  them 
that,  whereas  we  had  paid  £1,858,582  in  1891  as 
mterest  and  sinking  fund  on  our  public  debt, 
we  had  paid  only  £1,767,468  in  1899,  or  a  de- 
crease of  £90,000.  Are  these  figures  correct  ? 
Pttrhaps,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
again  say  that  he  was  not  correctly  re- 
ported; but  he  used  the  very  same  figures 
when  speaking  to  the  electors  in  Greymouth 
eariier  in  the  year.  The  people  of  the  colony 
had  an  undoubted  right  to  an  honest  statement 
from  tiie  Colonial  Treasurer,  but  he  actually 
misled  them  by  nearly  £200,000 ;  because,  in- 
stead of  paying  £90,000  less  this  year,  wo  really 
paid  over  £100,000  more  than  we  did  in  1891 ; 
and  1  challenge  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
deny  it.  In  one  sense,  perhaps,  his  figures 
were  correct—that  is,  we  paid  £1,858,582  in 
1891 ;  bat,  then,  what  happened  in  1895  ?  The 
honourable  gentleman  knows  very  well  that, 
if  the  alteration  in  the  method  of  dealing 
with  the  sinking-fund  which  was  made  in 
1895  was  applied  to  the  year  1891,  instead 
of  £1,858,582,  the  figures  would    have  been 


£1,661,406.  The  Appendix  to  Journals,  1895, 
Volume  iv.,  I.-7b,  pa^e  7,  gives  the  figures  that 
were  brought  before  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee by  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  and 
will  show  that  my  figures  are  absolutely  cor- 
rect. Does  the  honourable  gentleman  not 
admit  that  that  is  a  scandal — a  scandal  of 
the  worst  character  ?    He  cannot  deny  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  gave  them  plain  figures. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— "Gave  them  plain 
figures!"  If  the  honourable  gentleman  is  not 
ashamed  of  himself,  I  certainly  am  ashamed 
that  the  Treasurer  of  this  colony  should  de- 
liberately Rive  such  incorrect  figures. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  rise  to  a^  point  of  order. 
There  was  a  ruling  given,  when  a  member  left 
this  House— when  the  question  was  raised  as 
to  the  expression  respecting  a  member  being 
ashamed  of  himself,  it  has  been  used  severaJ 
times  to-night.  It  is  getting  a  very  common 
expression.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  id  par- 
liamentary or  not. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  they  haye 
been  ruled  unparliamentary  by  me.  I  only 
wish  I  never  heard  worse  words. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  will  give  the  honour- 
able gentleman  another  scandal.  The  Mayor 
of  Carterton  had  an  information  laid  against 
him  by  a  lawyer  retained  by  the  Government 
for  using  obscene  language,  and  the  Com- 
missioner of  Police,  as  well  as  the  Inspector  for 
the  Wellington  district,  also  appeared  before 
the  Court  in  full  force.  All  this  was  the 
result  of  communications  made  t)  the 
Government  and  the  police  officials  by  the 
Government  candidate  for  the  district,  and  the 
result  was  all  this  array  of  force  against  the 
Mayor  of  Carterton;  and  why?  Because  he 
happens  to  be  a  strong  political  supporter  of 
the  Opposition.  The  Msgistrate,  however,  did 
his  duty  and  dismissed  the  case.  Will  the 
honourable  genileman  deny  these  facts,  and 
that,  had  the  Mayor  of  Carterton  been  of  a 
different  political  colour,  we  should  never  have 
had  the  officials  of  the  Police  Department  going 
up  to  Carterton  in  full  array  in  order  to  try  and 
make  a  case  against  this  gentleman.  We  have 
a  well-known  rule  in  the  public  service  of  this 
colony — namely,  that  no  officer,  especially  an 
officer  in  high  position,  should  actively  interfere 
with  politics.  And  yet  we  have  a  gentleman 
in  that  position,  a  well-known  supporter  of  the 
present  Government,  who  went  so  far  not  very 
long  ago  as  to  form  one  of  a  deputation — to  do 
what?  To  wait  on  a  gentleman  in  this  city, 
and  ask  him  to  become  a  candidate  for  the 
Government.     Is  that  not  a  scandal  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmber. — No. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Certainly  it  is.  How  are 
we  to  keep  our  public  service  free  from  corrup- 
tion if  gentlemen  in  high  positions  are  to  take  an 
active  part  in  politics?  Lo3k  at  the  influence 
possessed  by  heads  of  departments  amongst  the 
public  servants  under  their  control.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  should  know  better  than  to 
support  any  such  practice — a  practice  not  only 
winked  at  but  encouraged  by  the  Government. 
Why,  as  far  back  as  1799,  the  House  of  Com- 
mons passed  a  resolution  to  this  effect,  "  It  was 
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highly  oriminal  in  any  Minister,  or  Ministers, 
or  other  servants  tinder  the  Grown  of  Great 
Britain,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  use  the 
powers  of  office  in  the  election  of  repre- 
sentatives to  serve  in  Parliament."  What 
can  we  expect  ?  The  Hon.  the  Premier,  at  a 
bv-eleotion  that  took  place  not  long  ago  in 
Wellington,  was  for  weeks  doing  nothing  else 
but  electioneering,  and  overawing  the  public 
servants  in  this  city  to  secure  the  return  of  the 
Government  candidate.  What  can  we  expect 
of  public  servants  if  that  sort  of  thing  is  done 
by  the  members  of  the  Government?  Then 
the  Premier,  when  interviewed  the  other  day 
by  a  depuiation  in  Masterton,  went  out  of  his 
way  to  call  the  Auditor-General  '*a  political 
partisan."  Now,  that  gentleman  is  not  a  Go- 
vernment officer,  but  a  servant  of  this  House, 
and  had  only  done  his  duty  by  calling  public 
attention  to  a  breach  of  duty  by  the  Premier, 
and  yet  he  was  accused  of  being  a  political 
partisan. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear.  hear. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.—"  Hear,  hear."  says  tlie 
honourable  gentleman.  1  challenge  him,  now 
tbat  he  is  face  to  face  with  honourable  mem- 
bers on  both  sides  of  the  House,  who  know 
the  facts  as  weU  as  he  does,  to  show  that  the 
Audi  tor- Gen'  ral  did  other  than  foUow  bis  plain 
public  duty.  I  challenge  him  to  show  that  he 
would  not  have  been  neglecting  his  duty  if  he 
had  not  attached  that  memorandum  to  the 
public  accounts  of  the  colony  which  he  did. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— If,  prior  to  the  closing  of 
the  accoimts  for  the  year,  and  within  the  four- 
teen days,  my  attention  had  been  called  to  the 
fact  of  the  £2,000  not  having  been  accounted 
for,  I  should  have  signed  a  voucher  for  it.  The 
Treasury  was  told  about  it,  and  it  was  sent  on 
to  the  Education  Department.  Owing  to  the 
death  of  Mr.  Habens  the  thing  got  overlooked  ; 
but  I  say  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Auditor  to 
have  given  me  notice  shortly  before  the  ac- 
counts for  the  y<  ar  closed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  —  The  Premier  clearly 
failed  in  his  duty  as  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  had 
no  right  to  accuse  the  Auditor- General  of  being 
a  political  partian  under  such  circimistances ; 
but  it  is  only  another  instance  of  his  deter- 
mination to  trample  everything  like  constitu- 
tional government  under  his  feet. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— I  hope  you  will  have  a  taste 
of  him  some  day,  and  then  }ou  will  knonr  all 
about  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— That  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  question  at  all.  I  will  now  refer  to 
another  instance  of  his  conduct  at  the  last 
general  election.  It  had  been  the  practice- 
almost  the  universal  practice— in  Wairarapa  to 
appoint  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  Returning 
Officer.  Who  was  appointed  the  BetumingOffioer 
for  Wairarapa  in  1B96  ?  A  gentleman  who  in 
1898  bad  qualified  himself  for  the  position  by 
going  round  the  district  at  a  high  rate  of  pay 
to  enrol  the  electors,  but  he  made  a  careful 
selection,  avoiding  the  people  who  were  not  of 
the  *' right  colour."  And  this  is  the  sort  of 
gentleman  that  was  chosen  for  the  responsible 
position  of  Returning  Officer  at  the  last  general 
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election.  It  was  also  proved  in  the  Snpi 
Court,  at  a  trial  which  arose  out  of  the 
election,  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  nuking 
a  false  affidavit.  The  Govemmant,  Sir,  mait 
have  known  of  this — ^at  all  events,  it  wis 
generally  known— and  as  a  reward  for  his  mil' 
conduct  on  that  oooasion  he  was  appoiDtad 
Returning  Officer  at  the  subsequent  lioouiog 
poll.  And  what  happened  ihen  ?  He  iUegaUy 
rejected  the  nomination  of  two  oaadidates  far 
electoin  to  the  Licensing  Committee,  after  hs 
was  infoKmed  by  two  of  the  ablest  ikwyen  in 
Wellington  that  their  nomination  was  peifeetij 
legal  and  in  order.  But  these  two  oandidatai, 
being  of  the  wrong  colour,  that  was  enongh: 
and  the  country  was  put  to  large  expenai 
when  the  question  was  taken  to  Court,  witii 
the  result  that  the  licensing  election  was  de- 
clared null  and  void.  That  gentleman's  appoint- 
ment has  never  been  cancelled,  as  far  as  I 
am  aware,  and  we  shall  possibly  have  tbe 
scandalous  outrage  repeated  at  next  election. 
Scandals,  why  tht<  country  reeks  vrith  themt 
There  is  a  Government  candidate  at  tiie 
present  moment  canvassing  the  electors  of  the 
Wairarapa  who  is  in  the  constant  habit  of 
making  misrepresentations  to  the  GovernoMnt 
about  the  local  bodies  there,  and  in  one  eiit 
he  informed  the  Government  that  the  Bond 
Board  was  spending  the  Government  votes  on 
works  not  authorised,  that  they  had  altered  (ha 
Government  grades  of  roads,  and  that  tbay 
were  using  the  votes  to  tide  over  their  finanoea 
between  the  striking  and  collecting  of  tbcir 
rates.  On  this  bastard  information  the  Goveni- 
ment  sent  up  an  engineer  to  inquire.  I  want 
to  know  where  the  report  of  that  engineer  uT 
Perhaps  the  Premier  will  tell  as  officially 
whether  or  nob  the  Grovemment  engineer  hai 
exonerated  that  Road  Board  or  not  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  could  not;  for  I  have  not 
seen  or  heard  of  the  report. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.—Well.  I  shall  ask  the 
Premier  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table.  I  h»^ 
the  honour,  last  year,  to  ask  the  Minister  of 
Lands  for  a  small  vote  of  £50  to  erect  a  suspen- 
sion-bridge for  a  group  of  settlers  who  have  been 
on  the  land  for  many  years,  oat  in  the  baek 
country,  and  who  had  no  means  of  getting 
across  a  dangerous  river,  no  matter  whether 
illness  or  anything  else  created  a  necessity  for 
doing  so.  With  great  difficulty  I  got  a  folefor 
half  the  estimated  cost  of  £100.'  It  then  tuned 
out  that  the  bridge  could  not  be  ereotod  for 
that  amount,  and  I  asked  for  £250,  fftat 
considerable  delay  I  received  a  reply  promiiiag 
£150 ;  but  scarcely  had  I  received  this  rep^ 
from  the  Minister  than  it  was  annoaneea 
throughout  the  district  by  the  GovenmeDt 
candidate  that  the  Premier  had  promiBod  him 
£800. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Do  you  object  to  that? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  hope  the  setdeis  viO 
get  the  £800,  but  it  shows  the  manner  in  whioh 
the  Government  unscrupulously  use  the  pohlie 
moneys  to  influence  the  eiectdons. 

Mr.  SBDDON.—I  was  told  it  was  a  pKomiw 
made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  MoKemie,  and,  if  thai 
is  so,  I  shall  carry  oat  the  promife. 
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Mr.  BUGHAKAK.— Very  weU,  I  shall  tiy  to 
liold  ihe  Premier  to  his  promise,  and  shall  be 
veiy  glad  to  see  cbe  settlers  get  the  money. 

Kr.  SEDDON.— Then  what  are  you  kioking 
up  a  row  about  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN. — Beoause,  as  member  for 
the  district,  I  was  put  ofi  with  a  promise  of 
£UM)  instead  of  the  £260  for  whioh  I  urged, 
while  immediately  thereafter  £300  is  corruptly 
offered,— and  the  Premier  admits  it,— to  the 
Qofemment  candidate. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  has  that  ^to  do  with 
it? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— It  has  ever^hing  to  do 
with  it,  and  the  Premier  will  find  it  so.  Then, 
as  to  many  of  the  votes  that  were  passed  by  this 
Hovse  last  session  for  roads  and  bridges  in  my 
district,  not  a  penny  has  yet  been  spent. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Oh ! 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  can  name  vote  after 
Tote  in  that  position.  There  are  separate  votes 
for  £150,  £220,  £50,  £300,  £200,  and  £300,  of 
whioh  not  a  bingle  penny  has  been  spent.  As 
an  example  of  Qovemment  mismanagement  I 
will  take  one  vote  of  £300  that  was  passed  last 
■ession  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  thirty  miles 
length  of  road  in  my  district.  The  Boaa  Board 
m  charge  of  it  has  begged  and  prayed  for  that 
money  ever  since  this  Mouse  rose  at  the  dose 
of  last  session.  They  have  never  got  a  penny  of 
it  yet,  and  I  received  a  letter  signed  by  the 
Under-Secretary  of  Lands  a  few  days  ago  siadng 
that  a  Government  road-overseer  was  to  take 
ohaige  of  fifteen  miles  of  this  road,  leaving  the 
other  fifteen  mites  in  the  hands  of  the  local  body. 
Just  imagine  this  unwarrantable  interference 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  with  the  work  of 
the  local  body  in  this  matter,  not  for  any  new 
work  but  simply  for  maintenance  and  other  re- 
pairs on  the  road.  I  have  also  anice  little  history  | 
of  the  dealings  of  the  Government  with  another 
local  body— or,  rather,  with  three  local  bodies— 
the  Rangiiikei  and  Manawaiu  County  Councils 
and  the  Bulls  Town  Board.  I  ask  the  attention 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Manawatu  to 
this,  because  it  lies  in  his  district.  We  all 
know  the  destruction  caused  by  the  great  flood 
of  1897  on  the  BangiUkei  Biver,  when  several 
bridges  were  carried  a^ay.  The  Ban^tikei 
county  engineer  reconmiended  the  re-erection  of 
Bulls  Bridge  sixty  ohains  below  the  old  site.  The 
Bolls  Town  Board  disagreed.  The  three  local 
bodies  then  agreed  to  ask  the  Minister  of  Lands 
to  appoint  an  engineer  to  go  into  the  ques- 
tion, his  decision  to  be  final.  The  engineer 
was  duly  appointed,  and  he  approved  of  the 
ooanty  engineer's  proposal — that  was,  sixty 
chains  below  the  old  site.  The  £ngineer-in- 
Ghief  approved  of  the  county  engineer's  plans 
for  the  new  bridge,  and  tenders  were  called.  But 
in  the  meantime  a  petition  was  sent  in  to  the 
Minister,  signed  by  many  persons  not  entitled 
to  do  so,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Mana- 
watu well  knows.  Presently  the  Government 
asked  whether  the  Town  Board  of  Bulls  agreed 
with  the  two  oounties,  and  the  reply  was  that 
they  did  not.  It  turned  out,  however,  that  two 
of  tile  members  were  not  present  at  the  meeting 
when  it  was  resolved  to  disagree  with  the  County 


Counolls.  The  Chairman  of  the  Bangitike 
County  Council  then  waited  upon  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  and  asked  him,  if  the  Town  Board  of 
Bulls  resoiuded  their  previous  resolution  dis- 
agreeing, would  he  then  have  any  objection  to 
the  re-erection  of  the  bridge,  as  recommended 
by  the  county  engineer  and  by  the  Govern- 
ment engineer,  to  whom  the  whole  matter 
was  referred.  The  reply  of  the  Minister  was,. 
"I  must  lay  it  before  the  Cabinet."  The 
decision  of  the  Cabinet  was  that  a  Royal  Com- 
mission should  be  appointed,  to  consist  of — 
whom  do  you  think  ?  One  of  the  Gtovemment 
land-valuers,  Mr.  Kennedy  Macdonald,  and  the 
late  er.gineer  of  the  Manawatu  Railway  Com- 
pany, Mr.  Fiilton.  The  Commission  sat,  and  the 
local  bodies  concerned  demanded  to  have  a  look 
at  the  petition.  They  were  given  an  unsigned 
copy,  but  the  Government  absolutely  refused  to 
lei  them  look  at  the  signed  copy.  The  report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  shows  that  the  allega- 
tions contained  in  the  petition  were  absolutely 
false  ^and  incorrect,  and  that,  therefore,  the 
signatures  to  it  were  obtained  under  false  pre- 
tences. Meantime  the  Bulls  Town  Board  held 
another  meeting — a  full  meeting — rescinded 
their  former  resolution,  indorsed  the  conclu- 
sions arrived  at  by  the  two  County  Councils ; 
and  then  the  Chairman  of  the  Rangitikei 
County  Council  waited  upon  the  Government 
to  point  out  that,  the  local  bodies  having  agreed^ 
the  Government  had  no  power  to  appoint  this 
Royal  Commission.  Here  is  the  clause  in  the 
Counties  Act : — 

**If  any  disputes  shall  arise  between  the 
Cotmcil  and  the  governing  body  of  any  road  dis- 
trict, town  district,  or  borough,  or  between  the 
Council  or  any  other  Council  or  any  other  per- 
sons or  body  as  to  the  right  to  receive  rates,  or 
to  the  possession,  care,  or  control  of  any  bridge, 
road,  or  any  other  property,  the  Governor  shall 
alone  and  finally  decide  upon  such  dispute  after 
such  inquiry  as  he  shall  think  fit  to  make  and  in 
such  manner  as  he  shall  think  fit." 

All  three  local  bodies  having  agreed,  the 
Government  had  obviously  no  legal  footing  in 
the  matter ;  but,  for  jpolitical  reasons,  tbey  de- 
termined to  work  their  will,  and  how  do  you 
think  they  did  it  ?  The  Government,  as  in  the 
case  of  several  other  bridges,  had  agreed  to  ]pay 
half  the  cost,  and  they  told  these  local  bodies, 
**  If  you  do  not  agree  to  the  site  we  have  de- 
cided upon,  you  shall  not  have  the  subsidy  ** ; 
and  the  County  Council  had  perforce  to  agree. 
That,  Sir,  is  another  scandal — another  glaring . 
example  of  the  corrupt  manner  in  which  the 
Government  of  this  country  is  carried  on.  The 
Premier  has  been  going  up  and  down  this 
colony  for  several  years  asserting  that  four- 
teen thousand  of  our  population  had  left  us 
during  the  time  of  the  Atkinson  Adminis- 
tration. Sir,  it  has  been  pointed  out  to  him 
again  and  again  that  that  is  absolutely  in- 
correct. I  challenge  him  to  take  the  Gasettss 
month  after  month  for  that  period  and  to 
deny  that  the  excess  of  departures  over  arrivala 
exceeded  10,743,  and  that  the  population 
actually  increased  by  22,147.  In  the  same 
breath,  he  has  the  haxdihood  to  assert  that  we' 
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gftined  126,000  of  an  increase  sinoe  the  present 
•Goverrment  came  into  office.  Gould  be  have 
poisibly  pat  figares  in  a  more  misleading  way? 
Any  one  accepting  his  statements  woald  neces- 
sarily infer  that  our  total  population  had  ac- 
tnally  shrunk  by  fourteen  thousand  during  the 
term  of  the  Atkinson  Qovernment.  Instead  of 
that,  Sir,  as  I  have  already  pointed  out,  the 
number  had  increased  by  over  twenty-two  thou- 
sand. Similarly  the  Premier  is  in  error  in  as- 
serting that  we  gained  125,000  since  the  advent 
of  the  prei«ent  Government,  the  actual  in- 
•crease  to  the  Slst  March  last  being  117,034. 
But  these  little  matters  are  of  no  moment  to 
the  Premier.  In  connection  with  this  subject, 
he  accused  the  member  for  Wellington  City 
Mr.  Duthie)  of  calling  the  people  who  returned 
to  the  colouy  "  spielers  and  blacklegs."  The 
honourable  gentleman  well  knows  he  was  mis- 
eading  the  people  of  the  colony,  and  that 
Mr.  Duthie  never  applied  such  terms  except  to 
those  members  of  the  criminal  classes  who 
oame  over,  largely  in  consequence  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  own  indiscreet  actions. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  You  are  misrepresenting 
me. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  am  simply  stating  the 
actual  truth.  The  honourable  gentleman,  by 
letter  and  otherwise,  circulated  statements  in 
the  AuRtrala<-ian  Colonies  which  caused  an 
Influx  of  population  for  which  no  employment 
could  be  found,  and  he  afterwards  bad  to  cable 
warning  people  against  coming  to  the  colony — 
coming  in  too  great  numbers  -  because  we  bad 
not  employment  for  them.  Did  not  Mr. 
McLean,  who  was  formerly  a  member  of  this 
House,  lecture  in  Melbourne,  telling  the  un- 

.  Q  employed  there  that  if  they  came 
*  over  here  they  would  get  free  railway- 
passes  and  plenty  of  work  ;  and  do  not  the 
records  of  our  Courts  show  that  many  spielers 
ftnd  blacklegs  from  Australia  accompanied 
them  ?  Some  honourable  member  during 
the  debate  raid  there  was  no  **boom"  in  Aus- 
tralia to  take  away  our  population  during  the 
term  of  the  Atkinson  Government.  I  happened 
to  be  in  Melbourne  during  one  of  those  years, 
And  personally  Faw  what  was  going  on.  There 
were  millions  of  public  and  private  money 
poaring  into  Victoria  from  England ;  employ- 
ment was  plentiful  in  all  directions;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
knows,  our  public  expenditure  was  restricted  to 
the  lowest  limit.  No  wonder  we  lost  our  popu- 
iation,  and  no  wonder  they  came  back  after- 
wards, because  I  have  in  my  hand  a  statement 
made  by  the  Melbourne  Argus,  as  follows: — 

"The  actual  population  of  Melbourne  and 
suburbs  on  the  5ih  April,  1891,  when  the  census 
wan  taken ,  was  490,896.  On  the  Slst  December, 
1894,  the  population,  based  on  the  municipal 
returns,  is  estimated  to  have  been  438,955,  a 
decrease  in  three  years  and  a  half  of  51.941." 

Of  course,  a  great  many  of  those  people  found 
tho'r  way  to  this  colony  ti  escape  the  distress 
which  we  know  prevailed  in  M(  Ibourne.  Then, 
we  have  had  outrageous  misstatements  from  the 
Prem  er  on  the  question  of  freights.  He  claims 
;to  have  recently  reduced  the  freights  on  grain. 

Mr,  Buchanan  ,i 


He  has  done  no  such  thing.  He  knows  that 
the  shipping  companies  advertised  exactly  the 
same  rates  of  freight  as  he  claincLs  to  have  got 
from  the  Tyser  Company  a  month  before  be  pub- 
lished them.  The  dates  are  as  follows:  Tbt 
shippirig  companies  advertised  £1  lOs.  for  whest 
and£l  ISs.  6d.  for  oats  on  the  84th  March,  and 
the  Agricultural  Department  announced  ezaotly 
the  same  rates  on  the  28th  April.  The  Premier 
cannot  deny  that.  Then,  as  to  the  question  of 
freight  on  meat,  which  the  Premier  attempted 
to  deal  with  during  his  Jubilee  trip :  Was  any 
man  ever  hoodwinked  to  such  a  ludicrous  extent 
as  the  Premier  ?  Let  me  give  the  actual  facts. 
On  the  15th  May,  1897,  several  settlers  met  in 
the  Wairarapa  and  got  the  first  signatures  to  a 
guarantee  to  ship  wool  throueh  this  little  oom- 
bination  of  settlers.  The  shipping  companies 
immediately  took  alarm,  and  on  tne  5th  June 
they  made  a  reduction  of  |d.  on  the  freight  of 
wool.  On  the  15th  June  1  happened  to  be  m 
Christchurch,  and  on  that  day  I  became  aware 
that  the  shipping  companies  had  made  a  n- 
duction  of  ^.  in  the  freight  of  frosen-msat. 
On  the  2lst  June  the  Premier  cabled  from 
London  that  he  hoped  to  secure  a  reductioD, 
not  of  J^d.  but  of  j^d.,  on  the  freight  of  froMD- 
meat. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— To  whom  did  I  cable? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— To  the  Gk>vernment.  It 
was  published  in  the  papers.  On  the  26th  June 
he  cabled  to  the  freezing  companies  in  New 
Zealand  asking  them  to  appoint  delegates  in 
London  to  meet  him  and  the  shipping  com* 
panies  in  conference  with  regard  to  the  freight 
on  meat.  On  the  3rd  July  he  cabled  as  fol- 
lows :  **  Freight  question  progrei^stng  Bplea> 
didly ;  ^d.  all  round  conceded  on  meat.'*  Yon 
will  thus  see  that  the  shipping  companies  in 
London  played  with  the  honourable  gentleman 
for  no  less  than  eighteen  days — aetually  pre- 
tended to  negotiate  with  him  days  after  they 
had  concluded  a  four  years'  contract  with  some 
of  the  freezing  companies. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — Has  that  friend  of  yonii 
ever  told  you  of  the  cable  he  got  ? 

Mr.  BCCQANAN.— That  has  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  The  Premier,  cabling  from  liondon  on 
the  Brd  July,  annoimced  a  reduction  of  which  I 
and  others  knew  eighteen  days  before.  If  yon 
look  up  the  principal  papers  in  the  colony  yon 
will  find  the  fact  stated  in  every  one  of  tbem. 
Yet  he  has  the  "  front "  to  go  all  over  New  Zea- 
land and  claim  that  he  secured  a  roduction  in 
the  freight  on  frozen  meat. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Ask  Sir  John  Hall. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  Sir  John  Hall.  I  am  dealing  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  now.  What,  also,  about 
the  freight  on  wool  ?  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  been  stating  recently  that  the  redac- 
tions equalled  4s.  lid.  per  bale,  or  £70,000  od 
wool  alone.  What  are  the  facts?  —  that  the 
shipping  companies  several  months  ago  adver- 
tised a  freight  on  wool  for  next  season  equiva- 
lent to  7s.  7d.  per  bale  by  steamer  and  5fi.  per 
bale  by  sailer,  as  compared  to  what  they  cbaiged 
two  years  ago,  a  saving  of  about  £125,000  per 
annum  to  the  colony,  due  entirely  to  the 
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tioDB  of  a  few  settlers.  Of  f roaen  meat  we  ex- 
forted  174,000,0001b.  last  year,  and  the  redao- 
tioii  amounted  to  something  like  £150,000.  At 
this  late  hour  I  shall  not  detain  the  House 
aoj  longer,  as  a  further  opportunity  will  be 
aTailable  before  many  days  of  dealing  with 
many  more  of  the  Premier's  misstatements. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— I  will  trespass  on 
your  indulgence  at  this  late  hour  only  to  reply 
to  misrepresentations  made  by  the  honourable 
gsiitlemaD,  in  consequence  of  which  I  claim  the 
privilege  of  setting  mysolf  right.  In  the  first 
place,  the  honourable  gentleman  accused  me 
of  misleading  the  electors  at  Napier  and  Grey- 
mouth  to  the  extent  of  £200,000  in  respect  to 
the  interest  paid  last  year  as  compared  with 
the  year  1890-91.  I  have  here  in  my  hand  the 
official  document  from  which  I  quoted.  I  will 
quote  the  figures  which  I  gave :  In  1890-91  the 
interest  paid  was  £1,858,252 

Hon.  Mbmbxbs.— Quite  wrong. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Then  honourable  gentlemen 
know  more  than  the  Treasury  officials — that  is 
all  I  say.  The  honourable- gentleman  said,  if 
the  law  bad  stood  as  it  was  the  difference  in 
interest  would  be  over  £200,000.  Now,  I  have 
asoertained  what  the  difference  would  have 
been  supposing  the  law  had  continued  as  it 
was.  Supposing  the  same  law  had  obtained 
in  1891,  the  honourable  gentleman  was  only 
£100,000  out. 

An  Hon.  MsifBEB. — Nonsense  1  your  own 
tables  show  it. 

Mr.  SBDCON.— If  the  present  system  of 
dealing  with  the  drawing-loan  of  1867  had  been 
in  force,  then  the  amount  of  interest  would 
have  been  £1,661,406.  Now,  if  you  take  that 
from  £1,767,468  the  balance  is  £106,062.  That 
is  not  £200,000.  The  honourable  member  said 
I  bad  no  authority  from  Captain  AUman  as  to 
Oaptain  Jones's  qualifications.  I  quoted.  Sir, 
fiom  the  following : — 

*'  I  told  him  it  was  not  so,  and  that  1  con- 
sidered Jones  Bs  good  a  coasting  master  bs 
there  was  in  New  Zealand.  From  this  date  up 
to  the  time  of  your  departure  for  England  I  did 
not  hear  any  more  on  the  subject  until  the 
Hon.  Jone4  told  me  he  had  a  communication 
from  yon  on  Jones's  behalf.  Knowing  Jones 
personally  as  a  good  scAman  and  captain,  and 
well  capable  of  doing  any  coastal  work,  I  sug- 
gested to  the  Hon.  Hall-Jones  that  he  might  be 
allowed  to  go  up  for  examination." 

There,  Sir,  where  is  the  deceit  in  that? 
'There  is  substantiation  under  the  hand  of  Cap- 
tain AUman  as  to  Jones's  examiiiation. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Might  I  ask  that  that  be 
laid  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  S£DDON.— We  lost  some  little  time  to- 
day,  and,  as  the  Speaker  said  it  could  only  be 
done  by  motion,  I  do  not  wish  to  interrupt  the 
debate. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  move  it  now. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  cannot  interrupt  the  de- 
bate  by  submitting  a  question  that  might  inter- 
mot  the  main  debate. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Sir,  honourable  members 
■le blowing  hot  and  blowing  cold;  this  after- 
noon, when  my  colleague  wanted  to  do  that, 


they  would  not  let  him.  In  the  meantime,  I 
will  take  the  matter  into  consideration.  Then,, 
where  the  honourable  gentleman  again  mis- 
reproHonted  mo  was  in  respeot  to  what  Mr. 
Duthie  said  as  regards  spielers  and  blacklegs, 
and  I  hold  now  the  paper  from  which  I  quoted^ 
I  will  give  it  to  the  honourable  gentleman;  it 
is  the  Nelson  Evening  Mail  of  Friday,  the  17tti 
March,  and  this  is  what  it  says.  Mr.  Dathie 
replied  to  a  qudbtiDn  put  to  him  by  Mr.  R. 
McKenzie,  the  member  for  Motueka.  He  says : 
"He  could  not  speak  as  to  the  period  Mr. 
McKenzie  referred  to,  but,  of  the  115,000^ 
people  who  increased  the  population  in  1892,. 
a  good  many  were  spielers  and  blacklegs." 
That  is  what  I  quoted  in  my  speech,  and  I 
quoted  from  a  Conservative  journal  known  as 
tne  Nelson  Evening  Mail,  It  Mr.  Duthie  was 
not  correctly  reported,  that  is  hiq  difficulty; 
but  I  do  not  like  to  be  misrepresented  when  I 
am  simply  quoting  from  a  public  journal. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  move  now.  Sir,  that 
that  paper  from  which  the  Premier  quoted  be- 
laid on  the  table. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  cannot  submit  a  question 
of  that  kind  when  the  original  questionjpf 
the  Address  in  Reply  is  still  under  discus- 
sion. At  the  cloiie  of  the  debate  it  will  be 
competent  for  the  honourable  member  to  move 
that  motion;  but  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Premier, 
in  quoting  from  an  official  document,  to  offer 
it  to  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  will  lay  on  the  table  later 
on  what  I  quoted. 

Mr.  STEVENS  (Manawatu).— Mr.  Speaker,, 
it  was  my  intention  to  have  oeen  as  brief  as 
possible*  but  my  honourable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Wairarapa  has  introduced  extraneous 
matter  with  which  I  shall  have  to  deal,  and 
therefore  if  I  detain  the  House  somewhat 
longer  than  I  otherwise  would  have  done,, 
honourable  gentlemen  will  understand  the 
reason.  Now,  Sir,  with  respect  to  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  the  member  for  Hawke's  Bay 
to  the  Address  in  Reply :  It  is  only  in  keeping 
with  the  amendment  which  was  moved  thia 
time  last  session,  when  he  took  exception  to 
the  expenditure  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  the  parliamentary  buildings  here. 
He  characterized  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  being  most  unfair  and  most  unjust  to 
the  colony,  and  accused  them  of  picking  the 
public  purse  because  they  exceeded  the  £7,000 
voted  for  the  purpose.  Now,  with  respeot  to  the 
amendment  which  was  moved  to  the  Address  in 
Reply  upon  this  occasion,  let  me  say.  Sir,  that 
I  do  not  profess  to  know  anything  of  nautical 
matters,  but  I  do  profess  to  have  a  little  com- 
mon-sense, and  to  be  able  to  weigh  in  my  own 
simple  mind  what  evidence  is.  Let  U3  take  the 
position.  The  Opposition  have  placed  them- 
selves m  the  position  of  an  old  HighUnder,  per- 
haps an  anccHtor  of  mine,  who  was  elevated  to 
the  bench  of  Justices,  and  when  the  plaintiff- 
came  and  made  his  statement,  he  taid,  "  Yes, 
that  is  very  good,  very  good  indeed."  The  de- 
fendant then  came  and  wished  to  make  hia 
statement :  **  Oh,  no,  that  is  no  good  at  all;.(it 
would  spoil  all  the  other  man  has  said."    Andt 
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<wh|iC  is  the  result  here?    There  has  been  a 
'  -charge  hurled  against  the  Minister  of  Marine — 
for  how  long  ?     Why,  Sir«  ever  sinoe  he  declined 
to  be  dictated  to  by  Mr.  John  Hutchenon  dowD 
to  the  pres(>nt  moment,  the  Oonservative  Press 
of  the  colony  have  hurled  charsres  against  the 
Minister ;  and  not  only  have  ihey  done  that 
— I  could  forgive  them,  Sir,  if  they  only  did 
that — but   ever   since    his    advent    to    office 
he  has  been  characterized  as  the  weakling  of 
Uie  Ministry  by  those  opposed  to  him  in  this 
House,    and    who    envied    him    his    position; 
and  because  he  would  not  suffer  that,  they 
said,  "We  will  fight  you  with  pistols,  witn 
swords,    and    with   tulwars,"    to    which    he 
answered,  "  Yes,  come  along ;  I  will  fight  you 
with  pistols  and  swords.*'    And  what  was  the 
result?     They  withdrew  from  the  battlefield 
and  went  away  ignominiously  beaten.    There 
is  no  doubt  about  that.    The  Minister  merely 
defended  himself ;  and,  although  he  may  have 
been  heated  at  the  time  he  made  some  personal 
references  to  the  antecedents  of  the  late  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City,  I  shoiild  have  thought  a 
fentleman  of  Mr.   Hutcheson's  brains  would 
lave  clothed  himself  metaphorically  in  the  skin 
of  a  rhinoceros,  and  would  have  been  imper- 
ious to  a  few  expressions  such  as  those  used 
In  self-defence  towards  him  by  the  Minister  of 
Marine.    1  am  astonished  and  astounded  that 
those    gentlemen    who    have    been    trying    to 
fight  the  battle  pick  up  the  game-cock  of  the 
Opposition  now.     Why,  it  is  my  opinion  that 
he  has  boen  induced   by  the  wily  members  of 
«  the  Opposition  to  fall  into  a  trap  that  he  will 
not  get  loose  from  for  a  day  or  two.     He  will 
find  himself  like  the  gentleman  between  Satan 
and  the  deep  blue  sea,  and  I  am  astoniRhed  to 
<ind  that  gentlemen  who  denounced  the  late 
member  for  Wellington  City  from  every  con- 
'  ceivable  political  pomt  of  view  have  now  taken 
him  by  the  hand  ;  and  I  wish  them  joy  of  him. 
Personally  I  have  not  one  word  to  say  against 
him ;    but    1    do    nay   he    has    not    stood   to 
his  guns  as  I  would   have  expected  a  sailor 
to  do,   at    any  rate.     If  I  had  professed   to 
be  such.  I  would  have  stood  to  my  guns.     I 
would  have  said,  **  I  will  fight  this  question 
'Out."    Do  you  think  I  would  have  walked  into 
the  lobby  and  voted  against  the  very  people 
who  placed  me  in  the  honourable  position  of 
sitting  in  this  House?    Do  you  think  I  would 
not  have  carried  my  trusfc  back  before  exercising 
it  ?    Most  certainly  I  would  have  resigned  be- 
fore voting,  and  have  said,  "No,  I  shall  not 
record  a  vote  until  I  consult  my  constituents 
as  to  their  confidence  in  me."    But  the  honour- 
able member  could  not  trust  himself.     Men 
who  cannot  trust  themselves,  and  who  have  to 
be  continually  appealing  to  the  people,  are  not 
strong-minded  enough  k)  represent  the  people. 
I  think  we  ought  to  decide  for  ourselves.     We 
ought  not  to  always  have  to  go  to  our  con- 
stituents and  ask  them  if  we  have  done  right 
or  not.     We  should  do  what  we  believe  to  be 
right,  and  then  ask  our  constituents  to  support 
us.     We  should   leave  it  to  them  to  decide 
■  ftt  the  general  election.     It  is  a  shame  that 
the  country  should  be  put  to  the  expense  of  an 
Mr.  Stevens 


election  over  such  a  cnfling  question  m  this. 
The  thousands  of  pounds  which  the  eteotioo 
will  cost  would  be  much  better  spent  on  ntdi 
and  bridges  in  our  country  distriota.    The  only 
object  is  to  enable  the  Opposition  to  add  ona 
more  to  their  ranks  ;  bat  it  will  be  only  a  tem- 
porary addition.    I  am  not  going  to  say  any 
more  with  respect  to   this  matter.    There  is 
only  one  thing  that  would  have  aatiafled  the 
Opposition  in  the  shape  of  a  tribunal,  and  that 
would  have  been  a  tribunal  consisting  of  the 
late  member  for  Wellington  City,  the  member 
for  Pal^erston,  the  junior  member  for  Cbiist- 
church  City,  and  Captain  Jones. 
An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Von  Schoen? 
Mr.  STEVENS.— And  Captain  Von  Sehoen. 
I  was  sorry  to  hear  an  honourable  member,  hy 
innuendo,  casting  reflecfeiona  upon  one  of  tbt 
oldest  Judges  in  the  colony.    Judge  Ward  vas 
one  of  the  first  District  Court  Judges  appointad 
in  the  colony,  and  from  his  i^pointment  till 
now  there  has  never  been  any  question  as  to 
his  ability  or  integrity.    For  political  porpeiei 
members  of  the  Opposition  have  cast  an  inaolt 
on  him  and  upon  his  associate.  Dr.  Giles.    The 
leader    of    the    Opposition   said,  **  Set  np  a 
Commission.    Let  it  bury  the  Marine  soaadai 
quite  quietly."    What  was  the  inference?    The 
inference  was  that  these  Judges  are  to  be  eon- 
trolled  by  the  Ministers ;  that  the  Judges  are 
subservient  to  Ministers ;  that  they  wonid  be 
dictated  to  by  them ;  that  they  would  be  bonghs 
by  them.    That  io  the  interpretation  of  tbe 
words,  "  Bury  it  quite  quietly."    When  these 
gentlemen  take  their  seats  on  the  Commisaian, 
I  presume  the  Commission  will  be  candootad 
as  other  Courts   are   conducted,   and  as  one 
of  the  highest  tribunals  in  the  land  ahonld 
be  conducted.     I  say,  Sir,  it  was  an  insult  tn 
those  gentlemen  that  such  a  reference  shooU 
be  made  to  the  tribunal  over  which  they  an  to 
preside.    Now,  with  respect  to  the  question  of 
the  vast  sums  of  money  said  to  have  been  ex- 
pended by  the  present  Government  without  tiie 
authority  of  Parliament :  why.  Sir,  what  is  tbe 
position  ?    This  was  the  amendment  moved  to 
the  Address  in  Reply  last  session  by  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition : — 

**  We  regret  that  your  Excellency's  Adviaoffs 
should,  without  the  authority  of  this  Hoosa, 
and  for  a  purpose  not  contemplated  by  it,  bave 
so  largely  exceeded  the  specific  appropriation 
of  £7,0<X)  for  the  construction  of  a  new  Libraiy, 
such  action  being  a  dangerous  subversion  of 
that  control  over  the  expenditure  which  exclu- 
sively belongs  to  the  House." 

Now,  when  the  honourable  gentleman  ac- 
cused the  Government  of  having  expended  this 
money  without  being  authorined,  I  was  re- 
minded of  the  black  boy  who  had  a  rather  tall 
straw  hat,  which  was  very  much  broken  behind. 
He  was  accused  by  one  of  his  people  of  havieg 
stolen  some  chickens,  and  he  said,  "  Me  steal 
your  chickens  ?  I  wouldn't  steal  your  chxekeos.  * 
He  had  not  been  to  the  henhouse,  but  to  where 
the  hen  was  sitting,  and  had  gathered  ^ 
chickens,  and  placed  them  in  his  hat,  whioh 
he  put  on  his  head  ;  and  when  accused  he  pto* 
tested  that  he  would  not  steal  chiokent-^t 
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'deautt  not — and  there  wore  the  ohiokens  pro- 
trading  their  heads  from  the  back  of  his  hat, 
while  he  assamed  an  air  o(  injured  innocence 
that  woald  bring  tears  from  the  eyen  of  an  image, 
•and  said,  **  Me  steal  your  ohiokens  ?  "  And  this 
is  the  attitade  taken  up  by  those  who  talk 
about  the  expenditure  of  vast  sums  of  money 
without  the  authority  of  Parliament.  Fanoy 
tbe  leader  of  the  Opposition  saying,  "Me 
steal  your  ohiokens?  No,  I  wouldn't  steal 
your  chickens."  Well,  here  are  some  of  the 
ebiekens.  This  is  the  amount  of  unauthorised 
expenditure,  during  the  time  the  leader  of  tho 
Opposition  was  Defence  Minister,  in  the  Defence 
Department  alone.  In  1888,  from  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund,  for  Volunteers  there  was  £4,858  ex- 
pended, and  for  the  Defence  Department  there 
was  expended  £26,548.  Then,  in  1889,  for  de- 
fence  purposes  £994,  and  in  the  same  year 
iBO,000 

Mr.  MA8SEY.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order, 
fir.  I  ask  you.  Sir,  whether  the  honourable 
member  is  in  order  in  introducing  new  matter 
in  reply.  This  question  has  not  been  referred 
io  during  the  debate. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB— I  have  listened  to  the 
4ebate,  and  I  have  heard  mentioned  about 
evny  sabject  that  could  possibly  be  referred 
io  in  the  course  of  it ;  but  I  cannot  recollect 
if  this  matter  of  the  Volunteers  was  included 
«rnot.   • 

Mr.  STEVENS.— In  1890,  £1,816 ;  in  the 
tune  year,  £1,919 ;  making  a  total  of  £35,676 
which  was  expended  by  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition without  the  authority  of  Parliament. 
Bot  the  honourable  gentleman  *'  wouldn't 
iteal  ohiokens  1 " 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — So  vou  say. 

Mr.  STEVENS.— So  I  say.  I  was  invited  by 
the  honourable  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  to 
look  for  some  corrections  of  my  figures  in  the 
Appendices  to  the  Journals  of  the  House.  I 
looked,  and  this  is  what  I  found.  The  chickens 
have  come  home  to  roost.  So  that,  when  >ou 
see  those  honourable  gentlemen  with  that  air 
-of  injured  innocence  accusing  this  side  of 
the  House,  you  can  imagine  there  are  some 
ehiokens  to  he  found  somewhere.  The  hononr- 
sble  member  for  Clutha  charged  the  Premier 
with  having  exercised  some  influence  which 
gave  a  far  greater  proportion  of  the  money  to 
be  distributed  under  the  Old-age  Pensions    Act 

1 30  ^  ^^^^  Premier's  district  than  to  any 
'  other  part  of  the  colony.  1  think  he 
nad  that  there  were  in  the  Premier's  district 
tt  per  cent,  of  a  certain  number  of  persons 
who  received  money  under  the  Old-age  Pen- 
fions  Act.  Very  well.  Let  us  see  what  the 
ttset  figures  are,  and  the  position  with  regard 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Olutha's  own 
Strict  and  locality.  I  am  speaking  of  the 
<>ld-age  pensions  district,  and  not  of  the  eleo- 
tozal  district.    These  are  the  facts : — 

"In  Auckland,  £3,100;  Canterbury,  £24,000; 
Hawke's  Bay,  £2,000;  Marlborough,  £200; 
New  Plymouth,  £3.000 ;  Nelson,  £9,000 ;  Wel- 
Bngton,  £14,000;  Westland,  £11,000;  Otago, 
i81,000.'» 

In  Mr.  Thomson's  district  there  was  only 


£31,000  distributed.  Then,  where  does  this  great 
sum  of  money  in  the  Premier's  district  come  in  ? 
I  shall  make  my  remarks  as  short  as  possible, 
but  I  cannot  refrain  from  giving  the  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa  an  explanation  respect* 
ing  the  Bulls  Bridge.  He  is  like  my  Highland 
ancestor  who  listened  to  one  side  of  tbe  story 
only — and  he  expects  the  House  is  like  that 
ancestor,  and  will  listen  only  to  one  side  of  the 
story — and  said  to  the  witness,  *'  You  must  not 
say  that ;  you  will  spoil  all  that  the  other  man 
haif  said.*'  Now,  we  are  going  to  spoil  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  said  respecting 
the  Bulls  Bridge.  I  am  sorry  the  honourable 
member  who  briefed  the  honourable  member 
for  Wairarapa  is  not  here  to  assist  him.  He 
was  briefed  by  the  honourable  member  for  Patea. 
That  I  know  ;  and  I  do  not  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  denv  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  ~-^I  never  had  a  single 
word  with  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  STEVENS.— I  accept  your  statement. 
Sir;  but  you  read  in  a  newspaper  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Patea  said  at  Upper 
Tutaenui. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— No,  I  did  not. 

Mr.  STEVENS.— Well,  Sir,  if  you  did  not, 
one  who  was  present  at  the  meeting  gave  you 
the  information  which  you  endeavoured  to  use 
here.    Here  it  is 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— That  is  absolutely  incor- 
rect. 

Mr.  STEVENS.— I  accept  your  statement, 
Sir,  but  I  am  allowed  to  summarise  sometimes. 
The  honourable  member  for  Patea  said  at  that 
meeting  he  would  bring  the  matter  before  the 
House.  With  respect  to  the  Bulls  Bridge,  un- 
fortunately the  whole  bridge  was  swept  away 
by  tbe  heavy  flood  of  1897.  Between  the  Town- 
ship of  Bulls  and  the  old  site  of  the  bridge  there 
are  a  great  uumher  of  small  settlers ;  in  fact, 
there  is  a  long  street  and  suburban  residences 
of  the  town  ;  but  a  large  portion  of  the  settle- 
ment is  down  below  a  cliff,  and  is  subject  to 
floods.  Tbe  Bangitikei  County  Council,  the 
Bulls  Local  Board,  and  the  Manawatu  County 
Council,  were  all  anxious — and  I  give  them 
credit  for  it — to  do  what  was  right  in  the 
matter ;  but  they  made  the  niistaJce  of  sup- 
posing that  they  control  the  purse  in  this 
colony,  because,  when  I  spoke  lo  several  coun- 
cillors as  to  whero  the  bridge  should  be  put, 
they  said,  **  Down  below  at  the  ferry  is  the  pro- 
per site,  a  little  lower  down  the  river."  I  havo 
lived  forty  years  in  the  locality,  and  therefore 
I  think  I  should  have  some  knowledge  as  to 
where  the  river  was  likely  to  go,  as  well 
as  those  who  had  only  been  a  few  years  in 
the  district ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  and  in  the 
opinion  of  most  of  the  settlers  in  the  district, 
the  old  site  was  the  proper  site.  That  was  one 
reason  why  the  lower  site  was  objected  to  by 
the  people.  My  honourable  friend  said  there 
was  a  petition,  and  that  this  petition  was  not 
seen  by  any  one.  I  say  that  it  was  seen  by 
2,724  persons  who  signea  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  said  the  local  bodies 
did  not  see  it. 
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Mr.  STEVENS.— The  Local  Board  went  be- 
fore the  Koyal  Commission  which  was  set  up, 
and  they  demanded  that  the  Boyal  Commission 
should  produce  to  them  what  the  Commission 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with.  The  Boyal 
Oommission  was  sent  there,  and  it  had  its  order 
of  reference,  and  by  that  order  of  reference  it 
had  to  be  guided,  and  not  in  any  other  way.  It 
was  not  the  buBine(^s  of  the  Boyal  Commision 
to  find  the  petiiion  or  to  present  it  to  the  local 
bodies.  If  the  local  bodies  required  it,  and  had 
asked  me,  as  the  representative  of  the  district, 
I  should  have  been  pleased  to  apply  to  the 
Minister  for  it,  and  tbat  would  have  been  the 
proper  course,  and  not  for  them  to  ask  the 
Koyal  Commission  for  it.  Now,  let  mo  say 
this:  that  there  were  no  less  than  fifty  or  sixty 
residents  in  the  township  at  Bulls  and  in  the 
suburbs  who  would  have  been  practically  ruined 
if  the  bridge  had  been  taken  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  down  the  river  instead  of  being 
put  at  the  old  site.  A  great  argument  was 
that  the  local  bodies  had  nothing  to  do  with 
that  phase  of  the  question,  but  I  eaid  that  I 
had  somethmg  to  do  with  it,  and  I  would 
tell  them  how.  I  am  the  representative  of 
t>ie  people,  while  they  are  only  the  repre- 
sentaiiveK  of  certain  latepayera  to  local  bodies 
that  would  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  the 
bridge;  but,  as  the  Government  were  to  con- 
tribute 50  per  cent,  of  the  total  cost,  the  Govern- 
ment had  the  right,  and  it  was  their  duty  to  see 
that  these  people  were  not  ruined — that  their 

Sroperties  should  not  be  swept  away  by  the 
oods,  which  would  have  been  the  case  had  the 
bridge  been  removed  from  its  original  site.  On 
that  point  the  people  were  not  able  to  protect 
themselves,  ar:d  on  that  point  I  assisted  them 
by  the  presentation  of  their  petiiion  ;  and  I  aim 
pleased  to  Fay  the  Minister  of  Lands  did  that 
which  was  honest  and  just,  and  said  he  would 
throw  the  I'ght  of  day  upon  it,  and  he  set  up  a 
Boyal  Commission.  The  people  went  before 
the  Conmiission  and  gave  evidence ;  and  the 
reault  was  that  the  Commission,  being  a  capable 
Commission — for  I  think  thero  i<t  no  more 
capable  engineer  in  tho  colony  than  Mr  Fulton, 
judging  by  the  work  he  has  done  on  the  Mana- 
watu  Bailway  and  elsewhere — came  to  a  right 
conclusion.  I  was  told  by  one  of  tho  honour- 
able member's  friends — a  strong  supporter  of 
his — that  tlie  Commission  was  composed  of 
Government  supportera ;  but  I  replied  that  I 
was  under  the  impres»iou,  if  Mr.  Fulton  had 
the  same  political  feelings  as  his  father  had 
before   him,   ho  was  not  a  supporter  of  the 

S resent  Government  party.  I  said  I  was  bure 
[r.  Fulton  was  not  selected  becansc  he  was  a 
political  suppotter  of  tlie  Qoveriimont,  but  be- 
oause  he  was  a  competent  engineer;  and,  that 
being  the  case,  I  think  that  is  a  sufficient 
answer.  I  will  now  go  into  a  dotail  or  two. 
When  the  deputation  fiom  the  County  Coun- 
cil came  down  i^nd  waited  upon  the  Minister 
they  objected  to  the  CommisRioncrs'  report, 
aiid  put  before  the  Minister  certain  proposals; 
and  they  §aid  that  this  could  not  be  done  for 
£400,  and  something  else  could  not  be  done  for 
less  than  a  great  many  hundreds  of  pounds ; 


while  the  engineer,  who  was  also  ona  of  Ihe 
Commissioners,  showed  mosi  oondusiTely,  in 
his  replies  to  these  objections,  that  th^  knew 
nothing  about  the  subject.  The  Minister  v«j 
wisely  asked  how  he  oould  take  their -opinions 
as  against  the  expert  opinion  of  one  of  the  most 
competent  engineers  of  the  colony;  tbat  it 
would  be  wrong  for  him  to  do  so ;  that  he  moit 
be  advised  by  the  professional  opinion  MSgainsI 
the  opinion  of  mere  laymen.  And  what  is  tks 
result?  The  bridge  vviU  be  ereoted  where  tiio 
Commission  recommended,  and  it  will  enable  % 
tramway  to  be  carried  from  Sandon  into  BvUs 
— if  those  interested  desire  to  do  so — at  a  veij 
cheap  cost,  because  the  bridge  will  be  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  carry  the  tramway  when  thij 
require  to  extend  it.  Secondly,  it  will  sbortaB 
the  distance  between  Palmerston  and  Wmgt 
nui,  and  between  Bulls  and  Sandon  by  a  iBth 
and  a  chain,  and  it  would  not  do  that  if  eieeled 
where  the  County  Council  wished  to  pat  the 
bridge.  Look  at  the  valuo  of  that  to  the  pablio 
for  fldl  time.  It  takes  a  person  ten  minutes  at 
least  to  go  a  mile,  and,  by  taking  she  distanoe 
there  and  back,  it  means  a  saving  of  tweaty 
minutes  or  more.  There  is  an  opportunity  kir 
the  member  for  Wairarapa  to  make  a  calcolatiea 
and  see  what  the  value  of  this  is  to  the  peoph 
who  are  living  on  that  coast.  Besides  whiek, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  the  maintenaaoe  <A 
that  extra  mile  of  road,  and  the  hddge  wiU 
be  in  on  infinitely  more  secure  position.  Tl» 
show  the  honourable  gentlenum  the  grfsl 
ability  of  these  local  bodies,  what  did  fcbitf 
do  ?  I  suggested  that,  with  tho  piers  of  the 
old  piles  still  standing,  they  should  pat  19 
a  temporary  bridge,  for  which  I  would  get  the 
necessary  spars  from  the  Natives  at  the  Pare- 
wanui  Bush.  I  offered  to  give  voj  servioM 
gratis  for  one  week  for  that  purpose.  Bat|  as, 
it  was  said  it  could  not  be  done.  If  they  had 
put  up  a  temporary  bridge  it  ooald  have  bees 
erected  for  £700,  and  by  putting  on  a  unaB 
toll  it-  would  have  been  paid  for  before  doh* 
But  they  decided  to  put  on  a  punt,  which  tiMf 
thought  would  cost  £150.  It  has  oost  abeot 
£1,000,  and  has  been  practically  useless  to  the 
public.  That  is  the  kind  of  thing  on  the  streogtb 
of  which  my  honourable  friend  comes  from  tke 
Wairarapa  to  dictate  as  to  how  I  should  repv^ 
sent  my  electorate.  Weil,  Sir,  I  have  been  all 
through  the  honourable  gentleman's  electorate. 
He  was  not  at  home  when  I  went  to  his  boose, 
but  I  was  very  kindly  and  courteously  treatei 
there,  and  whenever  I  go  to  his  electorate  1 
am  kindly  treated.  Wben  little  local  q«t> 
tions  arise  in  my  district  I  can  deal  vidi 
them  without  any  assistance  from  the  holl00^ 
able  member  for  Wairarapa,  and  would  adfisi 
him  to  attend  to  the  local  representation  ef 
his  own  district. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  did  not  say  anythim 
about  you. 

I^Ir.  STEVENS.— You  said  that  which  eon- 
cemed  me,  and  you  said  it  knowing  it  wae  I 
who  had  presented  the  petition  and  had  broq^ 
the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  QovamoMBl 
for  the  purpose  of  having  justice  done  to  then 
poor  people,  who  could  not  defend  themselves 
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Tbdra  is  just  one  other  little  matter  I  woold  like 
to  refer  to.    I  understood  my  bononrable  friend 
the  member  for  Waikato  (Mr.  Lang)  to  say  last 
sight  that  the  Grown  tenants  ought  to  be  placed 
on  knd  so  that  they  would  have  no  rent  to  pay. 
There  is  nothing  more  beautiful  than  that.    I 
presimie  that  what  he  intended  was  that  they 
should  acquire  the  freehold,  and    that    they 
would  not  then  be  paying  rent.     Let  them 
Bcqoiie  the  freehold,  and  see  what   freedom 
from  rent  they  would  have.     They  would  be 
pajing  perhaps  8  to  10  per  cent,  to  the  '*  fat 
man "  for  their  money.    The  h  onomrable  gentle- 
man arrives  at  the  conclusion  that  every  man 
who  goes  on  the  land  has  sufficient  money  to 
aoqniro  the  freehold  of  it.     The  object  of  the 
land'Settlement  scheme  is  to  enable  poor  people 
^ho  are  not  able  to  exist  in  the  towns  to  go 
where  they  can  breathe  fresh  air,  where  they 
may  have  room  for  their  homes,  and  where  they 
may  have  room  to  grow  what  they  require  for 
fheir  own  maintenance,  as  well  as  for  those  who 
are  fortunate  enough  to  possess  money.    Many 
of  them  have  founded  sweet  little  homes  for 
tiwrnselves,  with  vegetable-gardens,  orchards, 
•nd  ail  the  comforts  you  can  require,  except  the 
opera  in  town.     Now,  Sir,  I  warn  the  people  of 
this  country  against  losing  that  very  good  law 
which  affords  them  the  opportunity  of  being 
able  to  go  on  the  land  with  practically  no  capi- 
^  bat  their  labour.     Those  who  pay  money 
for  their  land  will  regret  it  in  very  many  in- 
st&Dces  if  they  get  into  the  hands  of  the  mort- 


Mr.  FBASEB.— Who  wants  to  take  it  from 
them? 
Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Opposition. 
Mr.  STEVENS.— Yes,  the  Opposition.    The 
Opposition  want  to  convert  every  lease  in  per- 
petuity into  freehold. 
Mr.  PRASER.-No. 

Mr.  STEVENS.— Yes ;   and  if  a  Bill  were 
brought  down  for  that  purpose  to-morrow  every 
one  of  them  would  vote  for  it  most  religiously. 
With  respect  to  my  very  great  personal  friend 
tile  member  for  Rangitikei,  who  has  said  that 
there  were  a  very  great  number  of  complaints 
^cause  the  rents  were  too  high  in  his  district, 
ttd  that  the   people  ask  that  these  rents  be 
Rduced,  be  seems  to  have  forgotten — or  pro- 
bably never  knew — that  a  Commission  was  set 
^Pf  o(  which  I  was  a  member,  and  that  we 
(ravelled  to  every  place  where  there   was   a 
oomplaint  meide,  and  met  three  or  four  persons 
pother,  and   there  were    certain  conditions 
and  regulations  under  which   a  remission  of 
tent  could  be  made ;  and  I  shall  detail  them  for 
the  benefit  of  my  honourable  friend,  who  is  not 
P'^BMnt,  I  am   sorry  to  see.    If  a  person  felt 
aggrieved  he  had  only  to  surrender  his  lease, 
and  inunediately  the  Commissioners — the  Com- 
miasioner  of  Crown  Lands,  some  other  members 
of  the  Land  Board,  and  myself,  aided  by  the 
Crown  Lands  Banger — made  what  we  believed 
to  be  an  honest  and  fair  valuation  of  his  land. 
^00,  in   addition  to   that,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide for  any  kind  of  loss,  we  added  10  per  cent, 
on  to  what  we  believed  to  be  the  fair  value 
of  bis  land.     Now,  that  land  was  offered  to  the 
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public  weighted  with  the  value  of  the  improve- 
ments. If  there  were  other  applicants,  he  who 
surrendered  would  not  be  allowed  to  apply 
for  it  on  the  first  day;  but,  if  there  was  no 
other  applicant  on  the  first  day,  then  the 
original  holder  could  apply  for  it  and  take  it 
at  the  reduced  rental.  If  some  other  person 
acquired  the  lease,  the  original  holder  was  paid 
full  value  for  his  improvements.  What  was 
the  result  ?  I  assure  you  scores  of  these  people 
who  sent  in  their  applications  for  a  reduction 
of  rent,  when  the  conditions  were  read  to  them, 
preferred  to  retain  their  lands  at  the  old  rental 
rather  than  run  the  risk  of  losing  their  homes. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  the  Crown  has  to 
be  protected  just  as  the  tenant  has  to  be  pro- 
tected. The  result  was  that  not  more  than 
twenty-five  who  applied  for  a  reduction  would 
surrender.  They  were  afraid  of  losing  their 
land  if  they  were  to  be  put  into  competition 
with  some  one  else.  In  every  conceivable  way 
we,  the  Commissioners,  did  what  was  believed 
fair  and  just,  and  I  do  not  think  there  was  a 
single  person  who  surrendered  his  lease  who 
had  to  make  any  complaint  about  the  way  in 
which  he  was  treated.  I  am  surprised  to  hear 
my  honourable  friend  say  there  are  many  com- 
plaints. Why,  it  was  only  last  year  that  the 
Conmiissioners  carried  out  the  work  I  have  re- 
ferred to.  The  Conmiission  also  reoonmiended 
that  the  roads  should  be  opened  up  ;  and  I  say 
now  that  it  is  very  deplorable  that  the  roads 
have  not  been  pushed  on  with  greater  expedi- 
tion, for  that  is  what  the  people  require.  I 
have  seen  some  of  the  nicest  little  homesteadB 
you  can  imagine  where  one  has  to  go  twenty 
miles  along  a  pack -track  to  get  to  them. 
I  now  come  to  the  question  of  political  in- 
fluence. We  have  the  '*  Bun  Tuck "  case 
published  in  a  Wellington  newspaper — the 
Ouardian — which,  I  understand,  is  an  Opposi- 
tion journal.  I  understand  that  ihe  osten- 
sible owner  of  the  Ouardian  owed  the  member 
for  Patea  (Mr.  Hutchison)  the  sum  of  £1,000 
by  way  of  mortgage  on  the  plant,  et  cetera. 
The  proprietor  and  owner,  however,  had  the 
temerity  to  publish  the  '*  Bun  Tuck  "  evidence 
without  comment,  and  the  member  for  Patea 
said,  "Pay  up  the  £1,000,  or  sell  me  the 
paper."  "  No,"  said  the  owner,  "  I  will  not 
sell  the  paper."  **  Pay  up,  or  I  will  take  your 
paper  immediately,"  was  the  reply.  Then  Mr. 
Jellicoe,  I  believe,  stepped  into  the  breach, 
and  said,  "I  will  pay  you  the  £1,000";  but 
when  the  cheque  was  offered  it  was  refused, 
and  every  obstacle,  I  understand,  was  put  in 
the  way  of  the  proprietor  to  prevent  him  from 
paying  and  to  coerce  him  into  accepting  the 
terms  <  ffered  by  the  author  of  *'  Bun  Tuck." 
Now,  they  complain  of  **  spoils  to  the  victors." 
And  what  was  the  result?  There  were  a 
number  of  advertisements  in  the  paper — and 
advertisements,  I  may  say  here,  pay  much 
better  than  stories  of  fiction — '— 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  recollect  this 
^aper  being  alluded  to  by  any  of  the  speakers 
in  the  debate. 

Mr.  STEVENS.— I  have  concluded  what  I 
wish  to  say  with  regard  to  the  paper.    I  have 
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in  my  possession  some  correspondence  between 
▼ajriouB  persons  and  the  editor  of  the  paper, 
and  I  submit,  Sir,  it  would  be  admissible  for 
me  to  read  tbem. 

Mr.  SPEAKER— Your  duty  is  to  reply  to 
the  arguments  that  have  been  adduced  against 
your  original  motion. 

Mr.  STEVENS.— There  are  charges  of  so 
serious  a  nature  levelled  against  the  Govern- 
ment that  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  out  of  order  in 
saying  that  I  might  be  permitted  to  read  these 
letters. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— You  cannot  argue  with  the 
Speaker.  My  ruling  is  that  you  cannot  touch 
on  any  subject  that  was  not  mentioned  during 
the  debate. 

Mr.  STEVENS.— I  accept  your  ruling,  Sir. 
I  had  no  intention  of  objecting  to  it.  I  merely 
wished  to  get  your  ruling,  and  now  that  I  find 
my  contention  was  not  admissible  I  apologize. 
I  only  wish  to  say  that  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
large  number  of  applications  from  certain  per- 
sons who  were  advertisers  in  that  paper,  the 
editor  of  which  wrote  strongly  against  the  Go- 
vernment. Every  one  of  these  writers  with- 
drew their  advertisements  from  the  paper  im- 
mediately it  was  discovered  that  the  paper 
could  not  be  purchased  by  the  member  for 
Patea.  This  is  the  freedom  of  the  Press  I 
Then  we  had  a  statement  by  the  member  for 
Waikato  to  the  effect  that  the  property-tetx 
was  in  some  respects  preferable  to  the  land- 
tax. 

Mr.  LANG. — I  never  supported  the  property- 
tax  ;  I  have  always  been  a  supporter  of  the 
land-tax. 

Mr.  STEVENS.— Then  it  was  some  honour, 
able  member  on  that  side  of  the  House — Mr. 
Lewis,  I  believe.  His  statement  was  to  the 
effect  that  in  respect  to  a  particular  property 
15s.  more  was  paid  under  the  land-tax  than 
under  the  property-  tax.  Take  a  property  of  about 
two  hundred  acres.  There  is  a  property  in  my 
electorate  which,  under  the  property- tax,  paid 
£6  14s.  2d.  for  the  purposes  of  general  taxation  ; 
under  the  land-tax  it  paid  £2  48.  lOd.  So,  what 
is  the  use  of  honourable  members  saying  there 
is  any  comparison  between  the  property- tax 
and  (he  land-tax  ?  None  whatever ;  absolutely 
none.  The  difficulty  with  respect  to  it  has 
been  very  ably  pointed  out  by  the  Premier  in 
regard  to  the  value  of  large  estates.  There  is 
an  estate  in  the  district  I  represent  which  con- 
sists of  twenty-six  thousand  acres  of  land, 
and  which  is  valued  at  £2  58.  lOd.  per  acre. 
There  is  land  there  worth  £12  per  acre. 
Supposing  you  were  to  divide  it  by  two,  leav- 
ing thirteen  thousand  acres  as  valueless,  that 
would  only  leave  £5  10s.  for  thirteen  thousand 
acres  of  first  •  class  agricultural  land ;  and  I 
am  prepared  to  say  it  would  sell  for  £8  10s. 
an  acre.  That  is  the  way  in  which  these 
small  holders  in  various  localities,  surrounded 
hj  these  large  properties,  are  valued  propor- 
tionately for  local  taxation,  the  result  being 
that  the  large  landowners  live  on  the  fat  of 
the  land  at  the  expense  of  their  less  fortunate 
neighbours.  I  will  take  the  opportunity  of 
saymg  that,  if  the  Government  would  only  do 
Mr,  SUvem 


what  is  just  to  the  people,  they  would  acquin 
this  Heaton  Park  Estate,  and  cut  it  up  bo  tbst 
it  may  contribute  its  proper  share  of  tazatioa, 
£Mid  supply  a  much- felt  want  of  the  peopla  in 
Turakina,'Marton,  and  Bulls.  It  is  not  aov 
producing  one-tenth  of  what  it  should,  lod  is 
not  bearing  its  fair  share  of  taxation.  1  do  not 
wish  to  detain  the  House  longer  than  to  ihuk 
honourable  members  for  having  so  patiatly 
listened  to  my  reply,  and  I  am  extremely  wny 
the  pith  of  it  was  not  admissible  by  the  Standiag 
Orders. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

2  Q         Mr.  MA8SEY.  —  Sir.  I  move  tfaik 
the  document  from  which  the  Pramis 
quoted  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  intend  to  takenw 
business  after  twelve  o'clock.  I  have  told  tbi 
House  what  I  intend  to  do  in  regard  to  tto 
matter,  and  I  refuse  to  take  new  business  dov. 

Hon.  Members. — It  is  not  new  business. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  You  do  not  propose  t» 
present  the  paper  now  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Not  now. 

The  House  adjourned  at  two  o'clock  ajn. 
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FIRST  READINGS. 
Gontagiods  Diseases  Bill,  Goal-mines  Bill. 

RAKAIA  RAILWAY  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  GAD  MAN  (Minister  for  Railways) 
brought  up  the  report  and  evidence  forwarded 
by  the  Royal  Commission  which  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  Rakaia  Railway 
oolliaion,  and  moved,  That  ihej  do  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  LEWIS  (Christchuroh  City)  wished  to 
iBk  the  Minister  whether  he  was  aware  that 
this  report  had  appeared  in  a  southern  paper 
this  morning.  Could  the  honourable  gentle- 
man state  how  it  had  come  to  happen  that  this 
report  of  the  Commission  had  appeared  in  a 
Boafchero  paper  this  morning  before  it  had  been 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  ? 

Mr.  CADMAN  could  not  say  anything  about 
that  matter,  because  the  report  had  just  been 
handed  him  (owing  to  the  absence  of  the  Pre- 
mier) in  order  to  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House.  Had  the  Premier  been  present,  the 
report  would,  in  the  ordinary  course,  have  been 
laid  on  the  table  by  him. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Inveroargill^  asked  if  any 
special  opportunity  would  be  given  during  this 
Kssion  for  members  to  discuss  this  report. 

Mr.  CADMAN  did  not  think  there  was  any 
necessity  for  any  special  opportunity  being 
afforded  to  discuss  the  report,  as  the  usual 
opportTiDity  would  be  available  during  the  de- 
nie  on  the  Financial  Statement. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christchurch  City)  had  not 
been  able  to  hear  the  Minister's  reply.  He 
hid  intended  to  ask  the  same  question  which 
tbe  honourable   member  for  Invercargill  had 

Sit,  and  he  also  wanted  to  know  whether  the 
onae  would  be  given  an  early  opportunity  of 
diflcnsains  the  report  which  had  just  been  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  the  answer  he  had  made 
me  that  he  did  not  think  it  was  necessary  to 
set  apart  any  special  day  to  discuss  this  report, 
M  there  would  be  ample  opportunity  to  do  so  in 
the  ordinary  course  during  the  financial  debate. 

Motion  agreed  too. 

ADDRESS  IN  REPLY. 
Vi.  SPEAKER  announced  that,  accom- 
panied by  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the 
Address  in  Reply  and  other  members  of  the 
Honse,  he  bad  waited  on  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  and  had  presented  to  him  the 
Address  in  reply  to  His  Excellency's  Speech, 
and  that  His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  return 
the  following  answer : — 

Ms.     SpXAXEB,      and      GSNTLSliBN     OF      THB 

HousB  OF  Repbbsbntativbs, — 
"  I  thank  you  for  the  Address,  and  for  the 
Muinoe  it  contains  that  the  measures  sub- 
nutted  to  you  will  receive  your  most  serious 
attention."  ••  Ranfublt,  Governor. 

"  Qovemment  House, 

"Wellington,  11th  July,  1899." 

AMENDED  MINING  REGULATIONS. 
Major  STEWARD  ( Waitaki)  asked  the  Minis- 
tar  of  Mines,  Whether  amended  regulations  with 


reference  to  the  pegging-off  of  mining  claims, 
particularly  dredging  claims,  have  been  pre- 
pared; and,  if  so,  when  such  amended  regu- 
lations will  come  into  force  ?  He  said  that 
since  this  question  had  been  put  on  the  Order 
Paper  he  noticed  that  a  New  Zealand  Govern- 
ment Gazette  had  been  issued  containing  the 
new  regulations.  Therefore  it  would  be  suffi- 
cient for  his  purpose  if  the  honourable  Minister 
would  tell  him  whether  the  new  regulations 
were  already  in  force,  and,  if  not,  at  what  date 
they  would  come  into  force. 

Mr.  OADMAN  (Minister  of  Mines)  said  the 
regulations  were  issued  in  the  Oaeette  on  the 
28ch  of  last  month,  and  they  came  into  force 
from  that  date. 

AMENDED  MINING  REGULATIONS. 

Major  STEWARD  (Waitaki)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Mines, — (1.)  Whether  the  amended  regula- 
tions under  the  Mines  Act,  which  it  is  under- 
stood are  about  to  be  issued,  will  provide  for 
applications  being  made  by  post  ?  (2.)  If  not, 
will  he  appoint  some  person  (say,  for  instance, 
the  Postmaster)  at  Duntroon  to  receive  the 
applications  of  Maerewhenua  miners,  so  as  to 
obviate  their  having,  as  now,  either  to  journey  to 
Naseby  or  employ  a  mining  agent  to  lodge  such 
applications?  There  was  only  one  point  he 
wanted  information  about.  He  observed  the 
new  regulations  provided  that  applications 
should  be  made  by  post.  Perhaps  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  tell  him  what  regulation 
there  was  as  to  priority  of  applications.  Did 
the  application  dace  from  the  date  it  bore, 
or  from  the  date  on  which  it  was  posted,  or 
from  the  time  at  which  it  reached  the  office  ? 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  of  Mines)  said  that 
perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  read  the  regula- 
tion to  the  honourable  gentleman.    It  said  : — 

"  It  shall  not  be  necessary  for  the  applicant, 
his  solicitor  or  agent,  to  attend  in  person  at  the 
office  of  the  Registrar  for  the  purpose  of  filing 
the  application ;  and,  in  the  event  of  the  appli- 
cation reaching  the  office  after  office-hours,  the 
time  of  filing  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  time 
when  the  office  is  next  open  for  business." 

GROWN  LAND  AND  ACQUIRED  LAND. 
Mr.  GILEEDDER  (Wallace)  asked  the  Act- 
ing Minister  of  Lands,  If  the  Government  pro- 
pose, when  amending  the  Land  Act,  to  remove 
the  anomalies  that  exist  in  drawing  a  distinction 
between  Crown  land  and  acquired  land  ?  His 
object  in  putting  this  question  on  the  Order 
Paper  was,  if  possible,  to  induce  the  Govern- 
ment to  remove  a  few  of  the  anomalies  that 
existed  in  regard  to  Crown  lands  as  distin- 
guished from  acquired  lands.  With  respect  to 
Crown  lands,  for  example,  there  were  three 
options  in  the  way  of  selection — namely,  the 
cash  system,  lease  with  right  of  purchase,  smd 
lease  in  perpetuity;  and,  in  the  last-named, 
the  rate  ot  interest  was  reckoned  at  4  per  cent., 
whereas,  under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act, 
there  was  no  alternative  but  to  take  up  the 
land  on  lease  in  perpetuity,  in  which  case  the 
rent  was  based  on  the  valuation  at  5  per  cent. 
Not  only  was  this  rate  of  interest  to  go  on  fof 
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099  years,  but  this  5  per  cent,  was  charged  on 
the  oost  of  roading  and  surveying  the  land. 
The  settlers  found  that  a  serious  difficulty  and 
a  great  hardship.  Then,  again,  mining  pro- 
spectors* licenses  permitted  a  man  to  prospect 
on  Grown  lands,  but  not  on  acquired  lands. 
Now,  seeiog  that  the  Acting  Minister  of  Lands 
was  going  to  introduce  a  Bill  this  session  to 
amend  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act,  he  hoped 
the  Minister  would  embody  a  clause  which 
would  remove  a  few  of  these  anomalies  he  had 
pointed  out. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Lands)  said  it  was  true  these  anomalies  did 
exist,  but  there  was  a  great  difference  between 
a  man  wbo  took  up  ordinary  Grown  land  and 
lands  purchatsed  for  close  settlement.  He  was 
not  with  the  honourable  member  when  he 
suggested  that  the  same  conditions  should 
apply  to  both  cckses.  The  whole  object  of  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Act  was  to  acquire  land 
for  close  settlement  on  beneficial  terms  to 
settlers.    If  they  could  see  their  way  to  im- 

Srove  that  form  of  settlement,  it  would  un- 
oubtedly  be  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
move  in  that  direction.  It  would  not  be  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  State  to  allow  settlers  to 
take  up  acquired  lands  with  the  right  to  pur- 
chase. That  was  a  question  on  which  there 
might  be  difference  of  opinion.  As  far  as 
mining  on  lands  acquired  under  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Act  was  concerned,  that  was  a 
question  which  was  worthy  of  consideration. 
Me  would  lay  the  question  before  his  col- 
leagues, with  the  view  of  seeing  what  was  best 
to  be  done  in  the  matter. 

GORSB  -  CLEARING  FROM  PUBLIC 

ROADS. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  (Wallace)  asked  the 
Acting  Minister  of  Lands,  If  hia  department 
received  from  the  Southland  County  Council 
a  communication  pointing  out  the  necessity 
lor  amending  "  The  Public  Works  Act,  1894," 
80  as  to  decide  beyond  dispute  the  liability  for 
clearing  gorse  and  other  plants  from  public 
roads  opposite  the  properties  of  settlers ;  and,  if 
BO,  will  the  Government  introduce  an  amend- 
ing clause?  He  had  been  asked  to  move  in 
this  direction  by  a  resolution  recently  passed 
by  the  Southland  County  Council.  He  under- 
stood the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  or  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  had  received  intimation 
from  the  County  Council  respecting  the  resolu- 
tion they  bad  passed.  It  was  regarding  sec- 
tion 185  of  the  Public  Works  Act,  which 
dealt  with  compelling  owners  of  land  adjoin- 
ing roads  to  clear  the  gorse  or  other  growth 
from  the  road.  A  diiHculty,  however,  had 
arisen  with  respect  to  the  interpretation  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Act.  For  instance,  a 
man  might  not  be  responsible  for  gorse  grow- 
ing on  his  side  of  the  road,  for  it  might  have 
spread  across  from  the  other  side  of  the  road. 
The  question  was  whether  he  could  be  com- 
pelled to  clear  the  gorse  or  other  growth  for 
which  he  wm  not  responsible.  The  resolu- 
tion passed  by  the  County  Council  was  as 
follows : — 

Mr.  Qilfedder 


"  *  That  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands  1m 
asked  to  procure  the  amendment  of  "The 
Public  Works  Act,  1894,"  so  as  to  deci^ 
beyond  dispute  the  liability  for  cleann({  gone 
and  other  plants  from  public  roads  opponte 
the  properties  of  setilers.'  The  above  raqatrt 
has  been  made  in  consequence  of  confiietng 
Court  decisions.  Section  135,  subBoctiaD  (1), 
clauses  (a)  and  (6),  are  referred  to.'* 

He  hoped,  now  that  the  Minister  for  Psblio 
Works  was  also  introducing  a  Bill  to  laesd 
"  The  Public  Works  Act,  1894,"  he  would  t^B 
this  matter  into  his  consideration. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Acting  KinisM  d 
Lands)  said  he  was  obliged  to  the  honoimkle 
gentleman  for  bringing  this  matter  forwui 
It  was  a  very  important  matter.  It  was  bow 
governed  by  a  decision  in  the  case  Bum 
versuA  Nixon,  in  which  the  Court  held— 

"  That  the  occupier  and  owner  is  onlf  n- 
sponsible  in  the  case  of  plants  shown  to  be  (be 
growth  of,  or  having  spread  from,  plants  gnv- 
ing  on  the  land  occupied  or  owned  bj  him; 
that  the  Public  Works  Act  was  not  ntB)> 
spective  in  its  operation,  and  did  not  apply  to 
growths  which  existed  at  the  time  of  ikseomisg 
into  operation." 

He  would  consult  his  colleagues  as  totibei^ 
visability  of  bringing  in  a  olause  to  meet  the 
difficulty. 

PAIR  RENT  BILL. 

Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE  (Motueka)  adnd  tbi 
Government,  If  they  will  this  session  intnto 
a  Fair  Rent  Bill  ? 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Aoting  Minister  flt 
Lands)  said,  Yes,  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  bdB| 
in  a  Fair  Rent  Bill  this  year.  The  honoonMi 
member  was,  no  doubt,  aware  that  the  Goko- 
ment  had  always  favoured  a  Fair  Rent  Bill 

FOREST  HILL  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  McNAB  (Mataura)  asked  the  MifllNt 
for  Public  Works,  On  what  date  the  Fid' 
Hill  Railway  will  be  completed  and  ready te 
the  opening  ceremony  ? 

Mr.  HALL  -  JONES  (Minister  for  Pn«K 
Works)  said  the  Forest  Hill  Railway  wu  pno* 
tically  completed,  and  he  had  hoped  to  bafs 
it  opened  on  the  1st  July,  but  be  «■*  ^' 
formed  it  would  be  opened  on  the  17di  Jw- 
He  trusted,  if  there  were  some  public  eeleVitr 
tion  of  that  event,  it  would  not  neeesaitate 
the  honourable  member  leaving  his  pls^  ^ 
Parliament  to  attend  it. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  GUINNESS  (Grey)  asked  the  Mim^K 
for  Public  Works,  Whether  the  attention ofw 
Government  has  been  drawn  to  the  unsft^fflW* 
tory  manner  in  which  the  works  on  the  J«c*' 
Bon-Otira  Section  of  the  Midland  RailwiT*" 
being  carried  on  ;  and,  if  so,  will  the  GovenfflWD* 
set  up  a  Select  Committee  of  this  Hoiu^w • 
Royal  Conmiission,  to  inquire  into  theBMthoda 
carrying  on  these  works  ?  In  asking  thisqa*" 
tion  he  presumed  it  would  be  his  duty  todia» 
the  attention  of  the  Minister  for  Publio  Wo* 
to  certain  facts  which  might  not  haw  beea 
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brought  under  his  notice.  In  the  first  place, 
he  wished  to  inform  the  honourable  gentleman 
(hftt  not  only  the  Resident  Engineer  in  charge 
of  the  works,  but  the  Assistant  Engineer  and 
one  of  the  Inspectors,  were  at  difference  be- 
tween themselves  with  regard  to  the  method 
of  carrying  out  the  works ;  so  much  so  that 
the  Minister  must  know  that  he  had  to  send 
down  persons  high  in  authority  to  make  in- 
qoiiywith  regard  to  the  charges  and  counter- 
obuges  made  by  one  against  the  other.  Be- 
fore these  charges  were  heard  and  determined, 
through  some  influence  which  was  used  with 
the  department,  the  Assistant  Engineer  and 
the  Inspector  who  made  the  charges  received 
Bommazy  dismissal.  And,  further  than  that, 
engineeza,  contractors,  and  others,  who  had 
from  time  to  time  passed  along  the  works  and 
observed  the  manner  in  which  the  works  were 
being  oonstmoted,  unanimously  condemned  the 
manner  and  method  adopted  in  canning  them 
OQt,  because  they  formed  the  opinion — rightly 
<a  wrongly  it  was  not  for  him  to  say,  because 
he  was  not  an  engineer — that  the  money  was 
being  lavishly  wasted  by  constructing  earth- 
wwks  in  the  middle  of  a  mountain  torrent,  so 
that  when  the  river  was  in  flood  all  the  work 
that  had  taken  weeks  to  construct  was  washed 
away  in  a  few  minutes,  and  it  had  to  be 
rebuilt  again :  and  so  the  process  went  on 
from  time  to  time.  Then,  again,  the  work 
was  being  constructed  under  the  co-operative 
system.  The  work  was  being  carried  on  upon  a 
small  section  of  twelve  or  fourteen  miles  in  level 
eoontry  along  a  river-bed.  The  work  on  this 
section  had  been  in  hand  for  a  period  of  over 
three  years.  The  Under-Secretary  for  Public 
Works  visited  the  work  lately,  and  it  was  inti- 
mated by  a  Press  telegram  from  Wellington, 
after  his  return  to  Wellington,  that  the  section 
between  Jackson  and  Otira  Gk>rge  would  be  open 
by  Christmas  —  he  did  not  say  what  Christ- 
mas.  The  method  of  employing  co-operative 
labourers  was  also  causing  a  considerable 
MDoimt^f  dissatisfaction.  Some  men  were 
ftble  to  earn  as  much  as  £1  a  day,  smd  he 
had  been  informed  by  others  that  they  had  to 
"loaf "  in  order  to  keep  the  rate  of  wages  below 
19s.  per  day.  He  hoped  the  Minister  would  be 
able  to  give  a  satisfactory  answer,  and  comply 
inth  his  request. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  this  question  had  been  asked,  and 
all  these  allegations  made,  when  there  was  a 
matter  before  the  Court  as  between  the  Mid- 
land Railway  Company  and  the  Government. 
iUid  the  honourable  member,  he  believed,  at 
one  time  represented  the  Midland  Bailway 
Company.  The  Engineer  in  charge  of  the  works 
referred  to  was  a  man  in  whom  he  had  great 
confidence. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Never  built  a  railway 
before. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  that  the  honourable 
member  did  not  know  what  he  was  talking 
ftbout,  because  that  statement  was  not  correct. 
Where  you  had  a  man  in  charge  as  Engineer, 
and  who  had  some  two  or  three  hundred  men 
employed,  there  would  be  sJways  some  discon- 


tented men.  Some  men  who  did  not  have  the 
work  done  their  own  way  as  against  that  of 
the  Engineer  thought  they  ought  to  have 
it  done  their  way.  When  he  thought  that 
a  man  was  doing  his  duty  he  upheld  that 
man  in  what  he  was  doing,  and  he  believed 
in  this  case  the  Engineer  in  chsurge  of  the 
work  had  done  his  duty.  Placing  reliance 
on  reports  of  officers  qualified  to  express 
an  opinion,  he  believed  that  the  Engineer  re- 
ferred to  had  made  greater  progress  with  the 
work  than  had  been  made  before  he  took 
charge.  The  inquiry  referred  to  by  the  honour*' 
able  gentleman  was  in  connection  with  state- 
ments made  by  two  men  who,  as  the  work  was 
nearing  completion,  were  no  longer  required  on 
the  work.  One,  for  instance,  was  a  very  aged 
Inspector,  and  it  was  found  that  his  services 
were  no  longer  required.  Then,  there  was  an 
Assistant  Engineer  who  was  taken  on  tempo- 
rarily, and  his  services  were  no  longer  required, 
for  the  same  reason.  If  the  honourable  mem- 
ber was  under  the  impression  that  these  two 
men's  services  were  dispensed  with  on  account 
of  the  inquiry  he  was  altogether  wrong.  These 
men  msbde  certain  allegations,  and  yearly 
the  whole  of  these  allegations  were  disproved. 
The  honourable  member  had  stated  that 
money  was  lavishly  wasted  in  carrying  out 
works  which  were  afterwards  washed  away. 
That  would  have  been  the  case  if  they  had 
oflurried  on  the  work  as  it  was  proposed  by 
the  Midland  Bailway  Company.  They  had  ad- 
hered to  the  plans  as  closely  as  possible,  but 
where  they  found  they  could  save  money  or 
adopt  a  better  route  that  had  been  done.  If 
they  htkd  adhered  closely  to  the  plans  of  the 
Midland  Railway  Company  far  more  work 
would  have  been  washed  away  than  had  been 
the  case  by  the  deviations  that  hskd  been  made. 
Honourable  members  would  understand  that 
where  they  were  runnim;  a  railway,  in  some 
cases  actually  up  the  river-beds,  there  was 
always  a  danger  of  much  of  it  being  washed 
away.  Deviations  had  been  made,  and  the 
line  brought  up  the  side  of  the  river-bed,  but 
some  portions  would  for  a  time  be  occasionally 
subject  to  scour  from  the  river.  The  railway 
had  been  left  to  them  by  the  company,  and  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  but  for  the 
deviations  made  it  would  be  a  more  expensive 
piece  of  line  to  maintain  than  as  now  con- 
structed. As  to  the  time  which  had  been 
taken  with  the  work,  it  was  not  the  length 
which  was  to  be  considered,  but  the  diffi- 
culties of  construction.  It  would  be  a  different 
thing  altogether  if  they  had  twelve  or  four- 
teen  miles  to  construct  on  the  Canterbury 
Plains ;  and  the  same  thing  might  be  said  of 
lines  where  they  had  the  Powhakaroa  Tunnel  to 
construct,  or  the  Makohine  Viaduct. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  — Is  this  the  Public 
Works  Statement  ? 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  said,  No;  but  the 
honourable  gentleman,  in  putting  his  question, 
made  statements,  and  he  thought  in  fairness 
he  should  be  allowed  to  answer  him.  It  Was 
solely  on  account  of  the  nature  of  the  work 
that  it  had  been  so  long  in  hand.    The  Christ- 
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mas  referred  to  was,  of  course,  Christmas  of 
the  present  year.  He  might  say  there  was 
nothing  he  knew  of  whioh  necessitated  the  ap- 
pointment of  such  a  Committee  or  Commission 
as  that  referred  to  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. 

MANGA WEKA  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  LETHB  RIDGE  (Rangitikei)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  When  the  works  in 
oonneotion  with  the  bridge  over  the  Rangitikei 
at  Mangaweka  will  be  oommenoed  ? 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  said  there  was  a  tempo- 
rary low-level  bridge  over  the  Rangitikei  at 
Mangaweka,  and,  so  far  as  experience  went,  this 
bridge  appeared  to  be  acting  very  well  at  the 
present  time.  They  were  keeping  in  view  the 
neoessity  for  a  more  permanent  structure,  and 
in  course  of  time  a  bridge  on  a  higher  level 
would  be  erected ;  but  he  could  not  say  that 
provision  would  be  made  for  it  this  year  until 
the  estimates  were  considered. 

FREE  CARRIAGE  OF  LIME. 

Mr.  MoNAB  (Mataura)  asked  the  Minister 
for  Railways,  If  he  will  so  amend  the  regula- 
tions  r^arding  the  free  carriage  of  lime  that  it 
may  not  be  within  the  power  of  proprietors  of 
lime-kilns  to  apply  for  the  concession  for  their 
large  customers  to  the  exclusion  of  the  smaller 
settlers  ?  This  question  was  asked  on  account 
of  information  supplied  to  him  by  various 
small  settlers  who  alleged  that  they  had  ap- 
plied to  the  Millbum  Lime  Company  for  a 
supply  of  lime  snd  had  been  unable  to  get  it, 
while  large  customers  of  the  company,  so  they 
alleged,  were  being  supplied.  It  did  not  imply 
a  reflection  upon  the  company,  nor  did  it 
imply  that  the  company  was  overlooking  the 
applications  of  the  small  settlers ;  but  he 
took  it,  if  his  information  was  correct,  that 
this  position  was  developing:  A  large  appli- 
cant requested  a  supply  of  lime  from  the 
company.  The  railway  facilities  were  not 
sufficient  to  meet  the  full  amount  of  the  de- 
mand for  lime  under  the  altered  condition  of 
matters,  and,  as  the  company  supplied  a  large 
order  before  it  went  on  to  supply  the  following 
small  orders,  it  naturally  shut  out  a  number  of 
small  men  from  ever  getting  their  orders  filled 
at  all.  He  hoped  that,  if  the  inquiries  of  the 
Minister  went  in  the  direction  of  confirming 
what  he  had  said,  the  Minister  would  see 
whether  regulations  could  not  be  devised  which 
would  insure  that  it  would  not  be  within  the 
power  of  large  applicants  to  practically  control 
the  whole  of  the  output  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
smaller  men. 

Mr.  C ADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said, 
in  answering  a  question  of  this  sort  the  honour- 
able member  would  see  that  he  had  to  bear  in 
mind  the  fundamental  principle  imposed  on 
all  common  carriers  that  the  business  trans- 
actions of  senders  and  receivers  could  not  be 
disclosed  without  the  consent  of  these  parties. 
In  answering  the  question,  he  could  only  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  a  statement  of  the 
business  done  by  this  company  in  a  general 
way.  He  might  say,  also,  that  there  was  more 
than  one  lime-kiln  in  the  district  from  which 
Mr.BaiUaHM 


supplies  could  be  obtained,  and  the  settlen 
were  not,  therefore,  bound  to  depend  on  Mill- 
bum,  which  was  eighty-five  miles  from  Edeo- 
dale,  because  there  were  kilns  at  Limehilli, 
which  was  only  forty-six  miles  from  Edendsle. 
The  traffic,  as  far  as  he  could  gather,  from 
Millbum  for  the  past  six  months  was  ss  fol- 
lows: Number  of  consignments,  765;  ooo- 
signees,  115;  total  quantity  forwarded,  4,710 
tons;  the  largest  consumer,  990  tons.  Thsl 
would  leave  the  114  others  an  average  of  33  tons 
each.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  honoanble 
gentleman  that  this  concession  was  not  mide 
for  the  benefit  of  any  one  oompany,  aod  it  wti 
only  right  to  see  that  every  one  requiring  lioe 
got  a  fair  share.  If  it  could  be  shown  thst  t 
monopoly  existed,  he  would  endeavour  to  haw 
regulations  framed  in  such  a  *way  that  tba 
smaller  people  would  not  be  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  the  concession  in  railway-caniigi. 


S.30. 


AWATERE  BRIDGE. 
Mr.    MILLS    (Wairau)  asked  tbi 
Minister  for  Public  Works,— (1.)  Wbit 
time  the  contractors  for  the  Awatere  Bridge 
have  for  completion  of  their  contract?    (i)  K 
he  will  ascertain  what  progress  they  are  nuk- 
ing in  procuring  tbe  necessary  material  ?    (1) 
When  the  construction  will  be  commenoHf 
This  river  had  always  been  recognised  ai  on 
of  the  most  dangerous  in  New  Zealand,  ind  i 
great  many  valuable  lives  had  been  lost  io  it 
Recently  a  large  block  of  land  had  beaicBt 
up  in  the  Awatere  district,  and  there  «■>• 
very  large  number  of  settlers  there  who«fR 
anxious  to  see  the  work  of  erecting  this  bodgt 
advancing   as  quickly  as  possible,  so  thslii 
times  of  flood  they  would  be  able  to  get  sen* 
themselves  without  the  risk    of   fording  tki 
river ;  and  later  on  they  might  be  provided  wiih 
the  means  of  access  to  markets,  and  in  the 
near  future  take  out  their  produce  by  the  ml* 
way.    The  work  was  recognised  as  a  colooisl 
one,  and  he  believed,  from  an  inspection  of  (lit 
plans,  that  the  bridge,  when  completed}  vo&ld 
be  one  of  the  best  in  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  HALL-JGNES  (Minister  for  PuUie 
Works)  said,  having  recently  travelled  through 
that  district  at  a  time  when  the  river  wai  some- 
what high,  he  could  appreciate  the  resuxla  of 
the  honourable  gentlemsm  as  to  theinosty 
exhibited  for  the  completion  of  this  vork  li 
speedily  as  possible.  Tenders  had  been  in- 
vited, and  a  tender  had  been  acoepted  on  the 
8th  April.  The  time  for  completion  of  w 
work  was  two  years  from  that  date— the  Sth 
April,  1901.  He  understood  the  oontiwtoo 
were  procuring  the  necessary  supplies  of  izoo* 
and  were  now  proceeding  with  the  castisS.^ 
the  cylinders,  and,  in  view  of  the  manner " 
which  the  work  was  now  going  on,  he  boi|ed*fl  ■ 
contract  would  be  completed  well  within  ^  : 
contract  period. 

RANGITATA  TRAFFIC-BRIDGE.    . 
Mr.  FLATMAN  (Geraldine)  asked  the  HiB» 
ter  for  Railways,    Whether,    as   the  n^ 
authorities  offer  no  objection  to  a  traffic- boot 
being  constructed  and  attached  on  the  dots* 
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stream  side  of  the  present  railway-bridge  at 
Bangitata,  he  will  instraot  his  department  to 
report  smd  supply  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a 
bndge  suitable  to  the  requirements  of  the  dis- 
trict and  those  who  petitioned  the  House  on 
the  matter  last  session?  He  trusted  the 
Minister  would  give  him  a  favourable  reply 
to  this  question.  There  was  already  a  very 
narrow  bridge  alongside  the  railway-bridge,  but, 
owing  to  the  enormous  sheep  traffic  which 
now  passed  over  it,  that  bridge  had  lost  its 
osefuUiess — its  day  was  past.  Stock  were  now 
taken  across  in  thousands  where  before  they 
only  numbered  hundreds,  and  it  was  difficult  to 
get  them  across  the  present  bridge  if  there  was 
■any  impediment  on  the  bridge,  such  as  employes 
working,  a  train  crossing,  and  so  forth.  There 
were  new  freezing-works  established  near  Ash- 
burton,  and  thousands  of  sheep  would  be  sent 
across  the  bridge  to  those  works  annually, 
and  if  no  better  means  of  conveying  them 
across  the  river  were  provided  they  would  be 
bruised  smd  otherwise  hurt,  so  as  to  render 
them  unfit  for  freezing  for  the  Home  market. 

Mr.  GADMAN  (^linister  for  Railways)  said 
the  Bail  way  Department  had  no  objection  to 
the  erection  of  a  traffic-bridge  at  the  lower  side 
of  the  railway- bridge,  but  the  work  itself  was, 
of  course,  a  matter  for  the  local  body  to  deal 
with.  If  the  County  Engineer  would  take  the 
matter  in  hand,  he  would  be  prepared  to  give 
the  services  of  a  Railway  Engineer  to  assist  in 
the  matter,  and  the  department  would  give 
every  information  at  present  available  as  to  the 
carrying-out  of  the  work. 

WORKMEN'S  HOMES. 
Mr.  BOLiLARD  (Eden)  asked  the  Acting 
Minister  of  Lands,  if  it  is  his  intention  to 
at  once  purchase  the  land  selected  by  Mr. 
MoKerrow,  Chairman  of  the  Land  Purchase 
Board,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  City  of  Auckland, 
for  workmen's  homes  7  Honourable  members 
would  reooUect  that  last  session  he  asked  the 
Minister  of  Lands  whether  it  was  his  intention 
to  establish  workmen's  homes  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Auckland  under  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Amendment  Act.  On  that  occa- 
sion the  Minister  stated  that  he  could  not  get 
saitable  land  except  at  an  extravagant  price. 
He  (Mr.  Bollard)  then  stated  he  could  get 
plenty  of  land  at  an  average  of  £10  an  acre. 
The  Minister  challenged  him  to  get  the  land 
and  conmiuiiicate  with  the  Land  Purchase 
Officer.  He  (Mr.  Bollard)  at  once  communi- 
cated with  tne  Land  Purchase  Officer,  Mr. 
McKerrow,  and  informed  him  that  he  had  five 
thousand  acres  of  suitable  land  offered  to  him. 
Mr.  McKerrow  oame  to  Auckland,  and,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Crown  Lands  Commissioner  and 
bimself,  inspected  the  land  and  selected  suffi- 
cient for  the  establishment  of  a  hundred  and 
fifty  workmen's  homes.  He  now  asked  if  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Minister  to  at  once 
purchase  this  land,  as  Mr.  McKerrow  had 
selected  the  land  and  approved  the  price  as 
moderate.  He  got  this  land  at  £7  per  acre, 
which  was  £3  better  than  he  had  mentioned 
previously.    The  offer  made  to  him  would  soon 


lapse,  and  he  wished  to  know  if  the  Oovem* 
ment  intended  to  take  the  land  at  once. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Lands)  said  the  success  which  had  attended 
the  acquisition  of  land  for  settlement  for  work- 
men's homes  would  naturally  lead  the  Govern- 
ment to  look  upon  this  with  favour.  It  was  a 
step  in  the  right  direction,  and,  whether  at 
Auckland,  Christchurch,  or  any  other  city,  land 
should  be  obtained  for  that  purpose.  This  land 
had  been  reported  upon  by  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Land  Purchase  Board,  but  there  had  been 
no  selection  such  as  the  honourable  member 
referred  to.  He  understood  there  was  a  pro- 
posal in  connection  with  this  particular  mat- 
ter that  certain  moneys  should  be  advanced  to 
those  who  took  up  land — he  thought,  to  the 
extent  of  £100— and  also  that  there  should  be 
a  certain  concession  in  the  shape  of  reduced 
railway-fares.  Well,  these  proposals  formed  a 
new  feature  in  regard  to  the  procedure  that  had 
been  followed. 

Mr.  BOLLARD  might  say  Mr.  McKerrow 
approved  of  and  selected  the  land.  Mr. 
McKerrow  said,  **  In  the  event  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  carrying  this  scheme  out,  I  shall  recom- 
mend so-smd-so." 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  that  was  a  different 
matter  to  selecting  land  which  was  to  be  ac- 
quired by  the  Government.  He  was  advised 
that  there  had  been  no  reconmiendation  yet  as 
to  the  purchase  of  this  land.  The  question  of 
reducing  the  railway-fares  would  be  for  the 
Minister  for  Railways  to  deal  with,  and  the 
advancement  of  £100  to  the  settlers  was  a 
question  for  the  Government  to  deal  with ; 
but,  as  to  dealing  with  this  matter  in  the  same 
way  as  other  estates  which  had  been  acquired, 
there  had  been  no  recommendation  to  purchase 
from  the  Land  Purchase  Board. 

PUKERARO  SECTIONS. 

Major  STEWARD  (Waitaki)  asked  the 
Acting  Minister  of  Lands,— (1)  What  is  the 
reason  for  the  delay  which  has  occurred  in 
the  matter  of  applications  to  purchase  sec- 
tions in  the  Township  of  Pukeraro ;  and 
(2)  on  what  date  applicants  will  be  able  to 
take  up  such  sections?  He  had  put  this 
question  because  complaint  had  been  made 
to  him  by  a  person  who  had  made  applica- 
tion for  a  section  in  the  Township  of  Puke- 
raro of  the  delay  which  had  occurred  in  the 
matter.  He  would  be  glad  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  inform  him  on  what  date  the 
applicant  would  be  able  to  take  up  the  section 
applied  for. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Lands)  said  he  was  advised  by  the  department 
that  there  had  been  no  unnecessary  delay  in 
the  matter,  and  the  sale  had  been  fixed  for  the 
5th  September  next. 

WAIHAO  NATIVES  AND  OLD-AGE  PEN- 

SIONS  ACT 
Major  STEWARD  (Waitaki)  asked  the  Na- 
tive Minister, — (1)    Whether  he  will  appoint 
some  suitable  person  as  a  licensed  interpreter 
in  the  interest  of  the  Maoris  resident  at  Wai- 
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liao  ^now  known  as  Morven) ;  and  (2)  whether, 
pending  8Uoh  appointment,  he  will  arrange  for 
some  interpreter  resident  elsewhere  {e,g.y  at 
Kaiapoi  or  Waikouaiti)  to  proceed  to  Waihao 
to  take  the  applications  of  certain  aged  Maoris 
who  are  entitled  to  pensions  under  tiie  Old-age 
Pensions  Act?  He  had  been  asked  to  put  this 
question  by  the  Maoris  who  were  resident  at 
Waihao,  and  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Southern  Maori  District  had  also  been  com- 
municated with  on  the  same  point.  It  ap- 
peared there  was  no  person  resident  at  Waihao 
— or  Morven,  as  it  was  now  called — authorised 
to  act  as  Eui  interpreter.  That  was  to  say, 
there  was  no  licensed  interpreter;  and  there 
were  some  aged  Maoris  who  wished  to  make 
applications  for  old-age  pensions,  but  they  were 
unable  to  do  so  for  want  of  an  authorised 
person  to  act  as  interpreter.  The  question  was 
whether  the  Government  would  appoint  some 
person  to  act  as  interpreter  at  Waihao,  or 
arrange  with  some  existing  interpreter — say, 
for  instance,  at  Eaiapoi  or  Waikouaiti — to  pro- 
ceed thither  for  the  purpose  of  taking  these 
applications. 

Mr.  CARROLL  (Member  of  Executive  repre- 
senting Native  race)  said  arrangements  had 
already  been  made  for  a  licensed  interpreter 
to  proceed  to  Waihao  this  month  to  attest  the 
applications  of  Maori  claimants  to  old-age 
pensions.  There  was  a  necessity  for  more 
interpreters  in  the  South  Island,  and,  if  sui  • 
able  persons  were  only  to  make  application, 
arrangements  would  be  made  for  them  to 
undergo  the  requisite  examination. 

KUROW  POST-  AND  TELEGRAPH- 

OFFICE. 

Major  STEWARD  (Waitaki)  asked  the  Post- 
master-General, Whether,  in  view  of  the  great 
inconvenience  to  the  public  which  results  from 
the  altogether  inadequate  space  afforded  for  the 
transaction  of  the  business  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department  in  the  ill-arranged  shed 
which  does  duty  for  a  railway-station  and  post- 
and  telegraph- office  at  Kurow,  provision  will 
be  made  for  an  enlargement  of  the  structure, 
or,  preferably,  for  the  erection  of  a  new  and 
suitable  building?  This  question  was  ad- 
dressed to  the  Postmaster-General,  but  it  was 
one  that  affected  two  or  three  departments.  It 
so  happened  that  the  post-office  at  Kurow  was 
also  the  railway-station  and  telegraph-office. 
The  building  at  present  in  use  was  erected  in 
the  old  provincial  days,  and  had  been  added  to 
and  patched  from  time  to  time.  It  was  utterly 
inadequate  for  the  purposes  of  the  business  now 
carried  on,  and  should  now  be  enlarged — or, 
preferably,  a  new  building  shotQd  be  erected. 
He  had  drawn  the  attention  of  the  departments 
interested  by  letter  to  the  necessity  for  better 
accommodation,  and  he  should  be  glad  to  hear 
from  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  that  the 
question  of  the  provision  of  further  accommo- 
dation had  been  considered,  and  that  the  re- 
quest would  be  given  efiect  to.  The  accommo- 
dation asked  for  was  really  wanted  in  the  public 
interest. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
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this  was  one  of  a  number  of  qaestioDB  on 
the  Order  Paper  this  session  asking  lor  an  in- 
creased expenditure  in  connection  with  railwsy- 
stations,  especially  where  they  were  combined 
railway  and  postal  stations.  He  regarded  it  ii 
a  healthy  sign,  and  he  had  to  admit,  from  his 
own  knowledge,  that  many  of  the  qneetions 
were  fully  justified,  and  that  these  statioiu 
required  further  accommodation.  Hiaansirer 
would  be  a  general  one — that  was,  that  (he 
Government  now  had  under  consideration  the 
question  of  making  the  neoessaiy  finanoifll 
arrangements  to  provide  for  what  was  required 
in  this  respect,  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  the 
increasing  requirements  all  over  the  colony. 

NEW  PLYMOUTH  PASSENGER-STATION. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Taranaki)  asked  the  Minister 
for  Railways,  If  he  will  place  a  sum  on  the 
estimates  to  erect  at  New  Plymouth  a  pas- 
senger-station of  sufficient  capacity  to  meet  (he 
increased  passenger  traffic,  and  also  to  enlaige 
the  station-yard  ? 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  ssid 
there  was  not  the  slightest  doubt  as  to  in- 
creased aoconmiodation  being  required  at  this 
railway-station,  but  he  thought  the  resideuls 
of  that  district  had  only  the  majority  of 
members  of  the  Harbour  Board  to  thank  for 
the  delay  which  had  taken  place  respecting  the 
matter.  Instead  of  meeting  him  as  he  thoqgU 
they  ought  to  have  done,  the  members  of  ik 
Harbour  Board  at  various  times  had  thievs 
every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  his  dealing  iMh 
railway  improvements  at  New  Plymouth.  Oe 
account  of  their  obstinacy  to  proposed  refbaB 
he  hflul  been  placed  at  one  time  almost  in  thi 
position  of  having  to  maJce  provision  to  tab 
the  trade  of  the  district  to  Wanganui  and  Wsi- 
tara.  He  could  only  say  that  the  Govemmeal 
hflkd  now  in  hand  plans  and  specifications  for 
this  railway- station.  The  plans  provided  fer 
the  expenditure  of  something  like  £11.000; 
but  at  the  same  time  it  was  necessary,  if  tbey 
were  going  to  improve  the  station,  that  thej 
should  have  better  accommodation  at  the  wharf 
for  passengers  going  to  and  from  New  PIj* 
mouth.  The  Harbour  Board  would  have  to 
make  provision  for  the  passengers  along  with 
the  Railway  Department,  otherwise  he  shodd 
not  feel  justified  in  recommending  that  another 
pound  should  be  spent  on  the  railway  ImproTe- 
ments  at  New  Plymouth. 

MATAMATA  ESTATE. 
Mr.  HERRIES  (Bay  of  Plenty)  asked  the 
Acting  Minister  of  Lands,  Whether  the  6o?eni* 
ment  intend  to  take  steps  to  purchase  the  Wt- 
haroa  portion  of  the  Matamata  Estate  from 
the  Assets  Bealisation  Board?  The  land  to 
which  this  question  referred  formerly  belong 
to  Mr.  Firth,  and  bad  been  taken  over  by  the 
Assets  Board,  and  a  portion  bad  been  cut  op 
and  settled  by  Mr.  Firth,  and  these  settlers  were 
now  tenants  of  the  Assets  Board.  They  hid 
several  times  approached  the  Minister  of  Lands 
with  a  view  to  getting  this  portion  of  the  e/^ 
taken  over  by  the  Government,  and  of  feeilitiee 
being  given  for  tenants  to  get  it  on  the  same 
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(enns  as  the  Qoverninent  tenants.  He  under- 
stood  that  Mr.  MoKerrow  had  been  up  to  the 
Waikato  distriot,  and  he  now  wished  to  know 
wheiLer  the  Government  intended  to  take  over 
this  portion  of  the  estate,  whioh  he  believed  had 
been  inspected  and  approved  of  by  the  Land 
Purehase  Board. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Aoting  Minister  of 
Lands)  said  that  an  offer  was  made  some  two 
TeaiB  ago  for  the  purchase  of  this  estate,  but  it 
had  been  declined.  Since  that  offer  nothing 
had  been  done.  The  Land  Purchase  Officer 
had  been  through  that  distriot,  and  had  seen 
Beveral  other  estates,  the  land  of  which  seemed 
to  be  of  good  quality,  and  had  been  offered  to 
the  Government  upon  what  appeared  more 
favonrable  terms.  In  view  of  this,  he  did  not 
think  there  was  any  necessity  for  proceeding 
farther  in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  the 
estate  in  question  until  they  had  further  in- 
formation as  regards  the  negotiations  for  the 
other  estates  he  had  referred  to. 

Mr.  HERRIES  asked  if  he  was  to  under- 
stand that  nothing  had  been  done  in  regard  to 
the  purchase  of  this  estate. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said.  No. 

NORTH  ISLAND  DAIRY  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  BROWN  fTaranaki)  asked  the  Minister 
for  Agriculture,  It  the  Gk>vernment  has  decided 
where  (he  proposed  dairy  school  for  the  North 
Island  is  to  be  established  ?  He  might  remind 
the  Minister  that  during  the  last  session  of 
Parliament  a  sum  of  monev  had  been  placed  on 
the  estimates  for  the  erection  of  a  dairy  school 
in  the  North  Island,  and  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  session  the  question  was  asked 
the  Minister  where  he  intended  to  erect  that 
aehool.  His  reply  then  was,  "that  as  soon 
aa  the  Dairy  Expert  had  time  to  go  round 
the  different  districts  of  the  North  Island  the 
Government  would  decide  where  the  school  was 
to  be  erected."  As  the  Expert  bad  now  been  in 
the  colony  for  several  months,  possibly  the 
Minister  bad  made  up  his  mind  where  he  in- 
tended to  erect  the  school. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Lands)  said  the  question  of  site  had  not  yet 
been  &ially  decided.  It  was  one  for  the  experts 
of  the  department,  and  on  their  recommenda- 
tion the  Qovemment  would  decide.  He  hoped 
shortly  to  have  the  matter  settled,  and  a  start 
niade  with  the  school. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  if  there  were  any  proba- 
bility of  the  matter  being  settled  withm  tbe 
next  two  months. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  he  would  not  like  to 
make  any  promise ;  the  matter  would  have  to 
be  cacefmly  considered. 

HOT  SPRINGS  DISTRICT  BALNEAL- 

OGIST. 

Mr.  HERRIES  (Bay  of  Plenty)  asked  the 
Aoting  Minister  of  Lands,  Whether  any  fur- 
ther steps  have  been  taken  with  regard  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Balnealogist  for  the  hot 
springs  district  ?  A  year  ago  they  were  told 
that  the  Qovemment  were  in  treaty  for  a  par- 
ticular Balnealogist,  but  some  difficulty  had 


occurred  with  regard  to  the  terms .  of  hia 
appointment.  He  now  s^ked  the  Minister 
whether  steps  had  been  taken  to  approach 
anybody  else  with  regard  to  the  filling  of  the 
anpointment. 
'Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Lands)  said  he  did  not  think  any  progress  had 
been  made  in  the  direction  referred  to  by  the 
honourable  member.  Apparently  the  terms 
asked  by  the  gentleman  who  was  coming  to 
New  Zealand  were  such  that  the  Government 
could  not  accept  his  services,  and  the  Agent- 
General  had  been  on  the  look-out,  and  was  still 
on  the  look-out,  for  a  suitable  man  to  fill  the 
position.  In  all  probability  a  vote  would 
appear  on  the  estimates  this  session  for  the^ 
payment  of  the  services  of  such  an  officer. 

GROWN  TENANTS. 

Mr.  O'MEARA  (Pahiatua]  asked  the  Acting 
Minister  of  Lands,  If  he  will  at  once  so  amend 
the  Land  Act  as  to  empower  Land  Boards  to 
deal  with  questions  respecting  the  reduction  of 
Crown  lands  values  on  lands  already  occupied 
by  Crown  tenants,  without  the  necessity  of  ten- 
ants surrendering  their  holdings  sm  at  present 
provided?  He  hoped  the  Minister  would  be 
able  to  give  a  favourable  answer  to  this  (|uea- 
tion.  At  present  much  dissatisfaction  existed 
throughout  his  district  —  in  fact,  throughout 
the  whole  of  New  Zealand — with  respect  to 
the  valuation  of  Crown  lands.  In  his  own  dis- 
trict the  valuation  of  Crown  lands  was  most  in- 
equitable, and  in  the  opinion  of  the  settlers  it 
was  excessive.  He  hoped  the  Government,  if 
they  intended  taking  the  matter  in  hand,  would 
do  it  inunediately. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Lands\  said  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  a 
wise  thing  to  do  what  was  suggested  in  this 
question.  There  would  always  be  persons  who 
complained  of  high  rents,  whether  for  housea 
or  land;  but  the  State  had  no  interest  in 
exacting  from  a  man  more  than  the  land  was 
worth.  A  remedy  for  what  was  complained  of 
was  a  Fair  Rent  Bill ;  and  he  hoped,  oef ore  the 
House  dissolved,  it  would  have  passed  a  Fair 
Rent  Bill  which  would  not  only  apply  to  Crown 
tenants,  but  also  to  private  ones. 

MANAWATU  GORGE  BRIDGE. 
Mr.  O'MEARA  (Pahiatua)  asked  the  Acting 
Minister  of  Lands,  If  he  will  at  once  cause 
the  Manawatu  Gorge  Bridge  to  be  erected  by 
the  Government,  or  the  local  bodies  interested, 
as  promised  by  the  Public  Works  Act  ?  This 
matter  had  been  brought  before  the  Govern- 
ment for  many  years  now,  but  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time  absolutely  nothing  had  been  done  in 
the  matter.  They  had  the  power  under  the 
Public  Works  Act  to  compel  the  local  bodies 
who  were  interested  in  the  re-erection  of 
this  bridge  to  contribute  their  quota  to- 
wards the  cost  of  the  work.  This  gorge  was 
the  only  vehicular  means  of  communication 
at  the  present  time  between  the  East  and  West 
Coast.  The  matter  had  been  brought  before 
the  Premier  on  several  occasions  by  deputa- 
tions, and  by  himself  personally,  and  in  thft 


426         Cost  of  GommMsions.  [HQOSE.]  Chinese  Oambling  Oases.  [July  11 


^ay  of  qaestions  on  the  Order  Paper ;  and  he 
hoped  the  Government  would  immediately  take 
action  either  to  re-erect  this  bridge  themselves, 
or  to  take  power  under  the  Public  Works  Act 
to  compel  the  local  bodies  who  were  interested 
in  the  work  to  contribute  their  quota  towards 
the  re-erection,  the  State  contributing  at  least 
one-half  of  its  cost.  Many  of  the  local  bodies 
had  quite  enough  to  do  to  manage  their  affairs 
as  they  existed  at  present,  without  contributiog 
to  a  colonial  work  of  this  nature. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Lands)  said  the  reason  why  this  matter  had 
been  left  over  so  long  was  because  there  was  a 
disagreement  between  the  local  bodies  as  to 
their  share  of  interest  in  the  bridge;  and  he 
thought  the  time  had  now  arrived  when  the 
Government  should  put  into  operation  the 
powers  under  the  Public  Works  Act,  and  that 
would  be  done. 

Mr.  O'MEAKA  would  like  to  point  out  that 
this  really  should  be  a  colonial  work.  The  land 
it  gave  immediate  access  to  was  not  rateable  by 
the  local  bodies.  The  bridge  was  simply  to  open 
a  good  vehicular-roflid  connection  between  the 
East  and  West  Coasts.  The  Manawatu  Gorge 
should  also  be  taken  over  by  the  Government. 
This  route  was  very  largely  used  by  many  of 
the  settlers  on  the  East  Coast. 

COST  OF  COMMISSIONS. 
Mr.  TANNEB  (Avon)  asked,  When  the  re- 
turn, ordered  by  this  House  on  Tuesday,  the 
6th  September,  1898,  relative  to  the  cost  of 
Oommissions  during  twenty-one  years,  will  be 
laid  on  the  table  ? 

Mr.  CABBOLL  (Colonial  Secretary)  said  he 
would  lay  the  return  on  the  table  the  following 
•day. 

MAKUBI-PONGABOA  BOAD. 
Mr.  O'MEABA  (Pahiatua)  asked  the  Acting 
Minister  of  Lands,  If  he  will,  ab  soon  as  prac- 
ticably, cause  to  be  metalled  the  main  road 
from  Makuri  to  Pongaroa,  so  as  to  give  to  Crown 
settlers  in  that  district  access  to  and  from 
their  holdings?  This  main  road  led  through 
the  whole  of  the  Crown  settlements  between 
Makuri  and  Pongaroa,  leading  to  many  other 
Crown  settlements.  It  was  a  very  important 
road,  and  the  metalling  of  it  had  been  in  pro- 
cess for  the  last  four  years.  He  would  like  to 
know  if  the  Minister  would  finish  the  portion  of 
it  at  once  that  was  not  yet  done. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Lands)  said  he  agreed  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  as  to  the  necessity  for  this  and 
many  other  roads  in  the  colony  being  metalled, 
but  it  resolved  itself  into  a  question  of  £  s.  d. 
With  regard  to  this  particular  road,  it  was 
useless  to  attempt  to  metal  it  in  the  middle  of 
winter.  What  was  being  done  was  that  metal 
was  being  prepared  for  the  road,  which  would 
be  spread  upon  it  as  soon  as  the  wet  season 
was  over.  By  the  time  the  fine  weather  came 
there  would  be  a  good  store  of  metal  ready, 
and  when  that  was  spread  he  believed  satisfac- 
tion would  be  given  to  all  concerned. 

Mr.  0*Meara 


PABLIAMENT  HOUSE  GBOUNDS. 

Mr.  CBOWTHEB  (Auckland  City)  asked 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  If  he  can  sea 
his  way  to  have  an  asphalt  footpath  oc  a 
flagged  footway  made  from  the  street  to  Par- 
liament Buildings,  especially  avoiding  that 
portion  of  the  ground  used  for  vehicle  traffic  ? 
This  question  was  such  an  urgent  one  that  he 
did  not  think  there  could  be  any  two  opinions 
about  it.  Now  that  they  had  such  a  fine  build- 
ing, he  was  quite  sure  the  Minister  would  see 
the  necessity  of  having  a  suitable  approach  to 
it  from  the  street.  During  the  winter  months, 
and  especially  in  the  dark,  the  approach  was 
not  at  all  what  it  ought  to  be ;  and,  seeing  the 
necessity  was  so  great,  he  trusted  the  Minister 
would  without  delay  take  steps  to  deaJ  with  the 
matter. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  be  agreed  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  the  approach  to  the  buildings 
wanted  improvement,  but  it  could  readily  be 
understood  that,  with  the  work  of  completing 
the  building  going  on  almost  up  to  the  hour  of 
the  meeting  of  Parliament,  it  was  impossible  to 
have  anything  done  in  the  way  of  improving 
the  approaches  to  the  buildings.  One  proposal 
was  to  form  a  terrace  in  front  of  the  buildings, 
and  so  have  an  easier  grade  for  the  carriage- 
drive,  which  was  what  ought  to  be  done;  but, 
as  an  alternative  to  that,  they  might  ran  a 
small  asphalt  footpath  alongside  the  carriage- 
drive.  He  doubted  if  it  would  be  wise  to  put 
this  work  in  hand  while  the  House  was  sitting, 
and  thought  it  would  be  better  to  put  up  with  a 
little  inconvenience,  and  to  make  a  good  job 
of  the  approaches  during  the  recess.  In  the 
meantime  he  would  see  what  could  be  done  to 
make  it  as  good  as  possible  during  the  session 
without  causing  any  inconvenience  to  honour- 
able members. 

WOODLANDS  BAILW AY-ACCOMMODA- 
TION. 

Mr.  MoNAB  (Mataura)  asked  the  Minister  for 
Bailways,  U  he  has  talcen  into  consideration 
the  application  made  to  him  on  behalf  of  the 
residents  of  Woodlands  for  greater  facilities  fn 
the  way  of  railway-accommodation ;  and,  if  so, 
will  the  department  take  steps  at  an  early  date 
to  modernise  the  antiquatt^l  accommodation 
provided  at  that  important  centre  ? 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  for  Bailways)  said 
this  matter  had  been  reported  upon  by  the  de- 
partment, and,  as  it  was  a  matter  of  urgent 
need,  the  department  had  made  certain  recom- 
mendations to  him  to  deal  with  it,  about  a 
fortnight  ago,  which  recommendations  he  had 
approved  of,  and  the  work  would  shortly  be 
placed  in  hand. 

CHINESE  GAMBLING  CASES  IN 
CHBISTCHUBCH. 
Mr.  SMITH  (Christchurch  City)  asked  the 
Premier,  Whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  recent  Chinese  gambling  oases  in  Christ- 
church,  and  whether  he  will  cause  a  Magis- 
terial inquiry  to  be  held— (1)  Into  the  alleged 
overcrowding  of  thirty-two  Chinese  and  four 
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EuropeaxiB  into  a  small  cell ;  and  (2)  the  state- 
ment that  the  prisoners  reoeived  insufficient 
food  and  bedding  while  in  such  cell,  and  other 
znatters  in  connection  with  the  case  ? 

Mr.  GARBOLL  (Colonial  Secretary)  said,  in 
nply,  he  wonld  give  the  information  that  had 
been  supplied  by  the  head  of  the  department : — 

"A  departmental  inquiry  has  been  made 
into  the  matter,  and  no  further  information 
would  be  likely  to  be  elicited  from  a  Magisterial 
inquiry.  A  Magistrate  would  have  no  power  to 
take  evidence  on  oath  in  an  inquiry  of  this 
natare.  The  number  of  prisoners  named  were 
not  crowded  into  one  small  cell,  but  into  four 
average-size  cells,  the  whole  available  accom- 
modation. The  departmental  inquiry  disclosed 
the  fact  that  the  prisoners  who  were  not  libe- 
nted  on  the  12th  ultimo  were  not  supplied 
with  the  proper  midday  meal,  and  the  officer 
responsible  for  this  neglect  has  been  punished. 
The  whole  bedding  available  was  supplied  to 
the  prisoners,  and  no  complaints  were  made  of 
the  insufficiency  thereof  at  the  time.  A  sum 
of  £350  was  voted  last  session  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  cell-accommodation  at  Christ- 
ohnroh,  and  those  improvements  are  now  about 
to  be  carried  out." 

AMERICAN  LOCOMOTIVES. 
Mr.  TAYLOR    (Christohurch  City)  asked 
the  Minister  for  Railways,  Whether  the  loco- 
motive engines  imported  from  America  during 
the  past  year  have  proved  as  capable  as  engines 
of  English  or  local  manufacture  ?    It  would  be 
remembered  that  last  session  a  discussion  had 
uisen  as  to  whether  it  was  a  wise  policy  for 
the  Railway  Depsurtment  to  import  a  large 
nmnber  of  locomotives  from  America  in  place 
of  making  them  in  our  local  workshops.    Since 
then  the  engines  had  arrived,  and  had  been 
placed  on  the  rails.    It  had  been  alleged  in 
lome  of  the  Christohurch  papers  that  in  actual 
work  some  of  the  engines  had  failed  to  do 
what  was  expected  of  them,  and  that  in  one 
particular  instcuice  one  of  the  newly  imported 
engmes  had  altogether  broken  down  under  a 
certain  trial  in  the  shape  of  a  nor'-wester  in 
^e  Weka  Pass.    He  did  not  know  whether 
that  was  correct  or  not,  but  he  did  know  that 
expert  opinion  in  connection  with  the  manu- 
facture of  engines  was  strongly  against  the 
iniportation  of  American  engines.    From  what 
he  could  learn,  it  would  appear  that  there  was 
ft  good  deal  of  the  speculative  element  about 
them,  80  that  they  sould  not  be  quite  sure  of 
their  durable  qualities,  or  quite  sure  of  the 
quality  of  the  material  that  was  used  in  their 
o^ufacture.    He  was  informed  that  the  en- 
gines that   had   been  recently   manufactured 
in  the  Addington  workshops  were  better  than 
ADy  of  the  engines  that  had  been  imported  into 
the  colony.     That  claim  was  made  by  very 
well  informed  artisans.     The  whole  policy  of 
local  manufactures  versus   importations  was 
involved  in  the  question,  and  he  would  like  the 
^^*>nranoe  from  the  Minister  that  in  future  our 
workshops  and  our  artisans  would  be  employed 
in  the  manufacture  of  whatever  locomotives 
^  required.    There  was  no  speculation  about 


what  the  local  article  would  turn  out  to  be. 
They  knew  that  they  could  make  locally  an 
engine  equal  to  any  imported  from  England, 
and  superior  to  any  of  those  recently  imported 
from  America.  He  did  not  ask  the  question  in 
the  way  of  complaint,  but  to  see  whether  or 
not  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  department 
would  not  promise  the  House  that* in  future 
our  workshops  should  be  so  equipped  with 
modem  appliances  as  to  enable  us  to  manufac- 
ture locomotives  and  other  railway  plant  we  re- 
quired, rather  than  import  them  from  America 
or  elsewhere.  Personally,  he  objected  to  im- 
portations from  America,  because  the  Americans 
robbed  us  as  far  as  they  could  of  any  reciprocal 
trade  by  means  of  their  protective  tarifi. 

.  Q  Mr.  CADMAN    (Minister  for  Rail- 

*  *  ways)  said  the  argument  used  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  against  the  imported 
locomotive  would  stand  good  in  the  case  of  any 
imported  article  that  could  be  manufactured 
in  the  colony.  However,  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  give  the  honourable  gentleman  an 
assurance  that  they  would  manufacture  all  the 
locomotives  in  the  colony.  In  the  first  place, 
they  would  probably  have  to  spend  a  quarter 
of  a  million  on  their  workshops,  machinery, 
and  appliances  to  enable  the  work  to  be 
economically  carried  out.  As  honourable 
members  were  aware,  the  workshops  for  the 
last  two  years  had  been  as  full  as  they  could 
be,  and  the  workmen  in  the  various  shops 
could  not  have  manufactured  the  cumber  of 
engines  required  at  such  short  notice.  For 
that  reason  the  department  had  to  import 
locomotives.  He  might  say,  speaking  from 
memory,  that  they  had  under  construction  at 
present  twelve  engines  in  the  various  shops 
in  the  colony,  and  it  was  as  much  as  they 
could  do  to  construct  these  engines  and  keep 
pace  with  their  ordinary  wagon-repairs  and 
new  rolling-stock  generally.  The  question 
of  cost  was,  of  course,  a  matter  in  which 
the  House  itself  would  have  a  say.  The 
imported  locomotives  were,  of  course,  cheap 
as  compared  with  the  locomotives  they  might 
make  in  the  colony ;  and,  as  far  as  the  depart- 
ment bad  ascertained,  they  performed  as  good 
work  as  locomotives  of  similar  power  of  Eng- 
lish or  their  own  manufacture.  There  had 
really  not  been  time  to  say  anything  for 
or  against  them  yet,  as  they  were  new;  and 
when  the  House  was  told  that  some  of  the 
engines  now  running  had  been  in  use  from 
fifteen  to  twenty-five  years,  members  would  re- 
cognise how  impossible  it  was  to  express  any 
very  decided  opinion  either  for  or  against  them. 
He  was  inclined  to  favour  the  local  manufac- 
ture of  the  locomotives  as  much  as  possible, 
even  though  the  expense  was  greater,  provided 
the .  increased  cost  was  within  reasonable 
bounds. 

WAIKAKAHI  ESTATE. 
Mr.  FLATMAN  (Geraldine)  asked  the  Acting 
Minister  of  Lands,  If  there  was  any  departure 
from  the  spirit  of  the  Act,  or  the  regulations 
issued  thereunder,  in  connection  with  the 
ballot  for  disposal  of  land  on  the  Waikakahi 


428 


Elworihy  and 
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Estate?  He  had  been  induced  to  pat  this 
question  on  the  Order  Paper  on  acoonnt  of 
aUegations  made  by  a  member  of  the  Canter- 
bury Lsuid  Board,  and  also  for  the  reason  that 
several  letters  had  appeared  in  the  Press  from 
time  to  time  alleging  that  there  had  been 
irregularities.  He  did  not  wish,  in  asking  the 
question,  to  imply  that  there  had  been  irregu- 
larities. His  object  in  putting  the  question 
was  simply  to  see  that  the  matter  was  cleared 
up,  and  to  show  that  all  applicants  had  had 
fair-play  at  the  ballot,  whether  for  the  Waika- 
kahi  Estate  or  any  other.  He  trusted  the 
Minister  would  be  able  to  assure  him  that  no 
irregulfikrities  had  taken  place. 

Mr.  HALL.  JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Lands)  said  his  attention  had  previously  been 
drawn  to  this  matter,  and  he  had  asked  the 
Surveyor-General  to  look  through  the  notes  of 
the  evidence  taken,  and  see  if  there  had  been 
any  departure  from  the  Act  or  the  regulations 
in  the  case  of  the  Waikakahi  ballot ;  and  he 
had  been  advised  that  there  had  been  no 
departure  from  the  regulations,  and  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  had  been  complied  with. 

BLWORTHY  AND  LEVELS  ESTATES. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christchurch  City)  asked  the 
Acting  Minister  of  Lands,  Whether  the.Govem- 
ment  has  considered  the  advisability '  of  pur- 
chasing, for  close  settlement,  Elworthy*s  smd 
the  Levels  Estates,  Timaru,  the  subdivision  of 
which  is  desirable  in  the  industrial  and  com- 
mercial interests  of  Canterbury?  This  was  a 
question  that  should  receive  the  very  warmest 
support  from  the  Minister  for  PubUo  Works. 
Any  member  who  knew  the  Timaru  dis- 
trict would  know  that  the  Town  of  Timaru 
was  practically  landlocked,  and  that  its 
development  for  some  years  past  had  been 
retarded  because  of  the  existence  just  out- 
side it  of  these  two  large  estates — Elworthy's 
and  the  Levels.  Some  of  the  members  of  the 
House  were,  no  doubt,  intimate  with  those 
estates.  Whilst  there  were  difficulties,  per- 
haps, in  subdividing  the  Levels  Estate  in  the 
way  of  making  it  into  available  small  farms, 
on  account  of  the  scantiness  of  water,  the 
Elworthy  Estate  was  in  every  way,  according 
to  the  opinions  of  experienced  farmers  in  the 
neighbourhood,  well  suited  for  subdivision  for 
close  settlement.  Anybody  who  knew  Canter- 
bury recognised  that  South  Canterbury  would 
receive  an  enormous  advantage  if  these  two 
estates  were  brought  under  close  settlement. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Lands)  assured  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  this  question  had  not  been  lost  sight  of. 
He  supposed  he  knew  as  much  as  any  one 
the  difficulties  under  which  the  people  of  the 
Timaru  district  laboured  on  account  of  the 
proximity  to  the  town  of  these  large  estates. 
An  ofier  had  been  received  from  the  owners 
of  Elworthy's  Estate  for  the  sale  to  the  Gk)vern- 
ment  of  a  portion  of  it,  and  that  ofier  was  now 
being  considered.  Offers  had  also  been  made 
to  the  owners  of  the  Levels  and  the  Pareora 
Estates  for  portions  of  those  lands,  but  so  far 
no   decision    had   been  come    to.    He  hoped 

Mr,  Flatman 


that  portions  of  these  three  estates  would  b» 
acquired  for  settlement. 

HANSARD  REPORTERS'  ACCOMMODA- 

TION. 
Mr.  CARSON  (Wanganui)  asked  the  Pis. 
mier,  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Goveok- 
ment  to  make  provision  during  this  session  foe 
the  accommodation  of  the  Aruard  reporteii 
on  the  floor  of  the  House,  or  in  some  othsr 
position  more  convenient  for  reporting  mes- 
bers'  speeches  than  that  which  they  ooenpied 
at  present  ?  He  thought  it  was  admitted  n 
all  hands  last  session  that  the  Hantard  it- 
porters  were  very  inoonveniently  placed  foi 
the  purposes  of  verbatim  reporting.  It  wu 
all  very  well  for  the  representatives  ci  the 
newspapers,  who  were  sufficiently  well  sika* 
ated  to  get  the  sense  of  what  was  said  by 
members,  but  in  the  case  of  the  Hansard  re- 
porters they  had  to  take  a  verbatim  report  A 
member  often  dropped  his  voice,  and  to  maka 
the  speech  read  the  reporter  had  to  fall  back  on 
his  imagination  or  resort  to  guesswork.  He  did 
not  see  why  the  reporters  should  not  be  plaoed 
at  the  centre  table  of  the  House,  where  tiisy 
would  face  members,  and  so  hear  all  that  nu 
said.  Only  one  reporter  at  a  time  would  be  in 
attendance,  giving  place  to  another  at  the  end 
of  his  turn,  so  that  there  would  be  no  troubk 
about  it  at  all.  The  Premier  said  last  seaiiai 
that  he  intended  to  alter  the  existing  arrai^ 
ments,  but  so  far  he  had  done  notiiing. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (for  the  Premier)  M 
he  was  quite  of  the  opinion  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  he  had  always  held  the  view 
that  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  members  if 
the  reporters  were  on  the  floor  of  the  Hoose. 
When  he  first  oooupied  a  seat  on  the  Minis- 
terial benches  it  was  proposed  to  make  thit 
alteration,  and  he  was  afraid  at  one  time  tfast 
he  was  to  be  given  into  the  custody  of  the 
Serjeant-at-Arms  for  having  made  pioviskm 
for  the  Hansard  reporters  to  take  their  seats  at 
the  table  in  the  centre  of  the  floor.  This  was 
objected  to  by  some  of  the  so-oalled  progresstre 
members  of  the  House,  and  he  was  threatened 
with  all  sorts  of  pedns  and  penalties.  At  any 
rate,  he  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  the  present  Hansard  gallery  was  not  eon- 
venient  for  the  Hansard  reporters,  especially  in 
the  case  of  members  on  each  side  of  the  Hooae 
who,  in  addressing  members  in  different  parts 
of  the  House,  turned  their  backs  on  the  Hansard 
gallery.  The  matter  was  one  that  might  be 
brought  before  the  Reporting  Debates  Oom- 
mittee,  so  that  arrangements  could  be  made,  if 
found  advisable,  in  the  direction  suggested 
bv  the  honourable  member.  The  reportezt 
could  either  be  plaoed  on  the  floor  of  the 
House,  or  the  gallery  could  be  lowered  5  ft 
or  6ft.,  which  would  bring  them  nearer  to 
members. 

CONDEMNED  STOCK. 

Mr.  SMITH  (Christchurch  City)  asked  the 

Government,  Whether  it  is  intendea  to  amend 

"The  Stock  Act  Amendment  Act,  1898,'*  in  the 

direction  of  making  provision  for  compensation 
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being  paid  to  butchers  who  have  stock  con- 
demned by  the  Goyernment  Inspectors  ? 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (Minister  for  Pabllo 
Works)  said  the  Gk>vemment  were  advised  that 
tiie  Stock  Act  did  not  apply  to  stock  belonging 
to  butchers  which  was  condemned  by  the  Gh>- 
Yenunent  Inspector.  The  question  arose  as  to 
whether — because  the  State  had  Inspectors  who 
hispeoted  stock  in  various  parts  of  the  country, 
ftnd  discovered  disease,  and  ordered  the  dis- 
eased stock  to  be  destroyed,  and  compensation 
paid  to  a  certain  extent — it  should  apply  to 
stock  killed  for  or  by  butchers.  He  was  rather 
doubtful  of  the  advisability  of  this  being  done ; 
but  he  thought  the  question  was  one  which 
might  well  be  referred  to  the  Stock  Committee. 

MOA  ROAD  BOARD  PETITION. 

Mr.  8YMES  (Egmont)  asked  the  Goyern- 
ment, If  they  will  give  effect  to  the  petition 
of  the  Moa  Road  Board,  and  settlers  residing 
along  the  Junction  Road,  praying  that  this 
road  be  declared  a  county  road  ? 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  the  departmental  reply  was  as 
follows : — 

"A  portion  ol  the  Junction  Road,  situated  in 
Moa  Road  District  from  Durham  Road  to  Wai- 
tara  River,  was  declared  to  be  a  district  road  by 
Order  m  Gounoil  dated  the  8th  May,  1891,  and 
since  that  time  the  Board  has  not  appealed  to 
Oovemment  to  make  any  alteration.  A  further 
length  of  about  fourteen  miles,  extending  west 
from  Durham  Road  to  Egmont  Village,  has  not 
been  dealt  with  by  Government,  and  is  there- 
fore probably  under  the  control  of  the  Road 
Board  by  virtue  of  the  Public  Works  Act. 
These  two  portions  include  the  whole  of  the 
toad  in  Moa  Road  District,  but  there  is  a 
farther  portion  in  Clifton  County  which  was 
declared  to  he  a  county  road  by  Order  in 
Council  dated  the  8th  May,  1891.  The  proper 
coarse  is  for  the  Road  Board  to  petition  the 
County  Council  to  make  the  road  a  county 
road,  under  the  provisions  of  section  247  of 
'The  Counties  Act,  1886.'  No  petition  has  yet 
been  received." 

NORTH  ISLAND  TRUNK  RAILWAY 

LOAN. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin)  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, When  they  intend  to  lay  before  this 
Honse  a  return,  ordered  on  the  28th  October 
last,  showing  the  number  of  acres  of  land  pur- 
ohased  out  of  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway 
Loan,  raised  under  the  Act  of  1882  ?  Also  (1) 
the  present  approximate  value  of  such  land ; 
^)  the  number  of  acres,  if  any,  which  have 
been  sold ;  (3)  the  amount  of  money  received 
^erefor ;  and  (4)  the  purposes  or  accounts  to 
whieh  suoh  moneys  have  been  paid  ? 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  the  return  was  almost  ready,  and 
iroold  be  laid  on  the  table  in  a  few  days. 

STRATFORD  AND   AWAKING  ROUTES. 
Mr.  HOLLAND  (Auckland  City)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,— (1)  What  progress 
has  been  made  by  the  ezperto  who  are  examin- 


ing the  Stratford  and  Awak'ino  routes,  and  (2) 
when  the  report  Is  likely  to  be  placed  before  the 
House  ? 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said,  remarkably  good  progress  had  been 
made.  The  experts  had  completed  the  examina- 
tion of  the  various  routes,  and  he  hoped  to  haye 
a  report  on  the  subject  to  hand  shortly. 

SEWAGE. 

Mr.  LEWIS  (Christohurch  City)  asked  the 
Government,  Whether  their  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  new  system  of  dealing  with 
sewage,  invented  by  the  City  Surveyor  of 
Exeter ;  and,  if  so,  will  they  procure  all  avail- 
able information  on  the  subject,  and  cause  the 
same  to  be  circulated  among  the  municipalities 
and  local  bodies  of  the  colony  ? 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Minister  for  PubHc 
Works)  said  he  understood  the  system  was  a 
patent  one.  The  Government,  however,  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  sewage  of  towns.  As 
regards  the  system  to  be  adopted  by  any  town 
or  city,  that  was  in  the  province  of  the  body 
holding  control  over  local  affairs,  and  it  was 
open  for  them,  if  they  desired  to  obtain  any 
information  upon  the  matter,  to  write  to  the 
patentee.  He  was  not  aware  that  it  had  been 
largely  tried ;  but,  at  any  rate,  he  did  not  think 
it  was  a  subject  the  Government  should  take 
up,  or  that  they  should  advocate  the  claims  of 
any  particular  patentee. 

WELLINGTON-LYTTELTON    STEAM- 

SERVICE 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christcburch  City)  asked  the 
Minister  of  Marine,  Whether  any  steps  had 
been  taken  to  secure  the  improvement  in  coastal 
steam-services  suggested  in  the  report  of  the 
Wellington-Lyttelton  Steam-service  Conomittee 
of  last  year  ? 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Minister  of  Marine) 
said  the  Government  had  always  been  of  the 
opinion  that  an  improved  service  was  necessary. 
He  was  very  pleased  to  see  that  stops  had  been 
taken  by  the  Union  Company  with  regard  to 
the  improvement  of  the  Lyttelton-Wellington 
service,  and  he  had  been  informed  unofficially 
that  it  was  proposed  to  further  improve  the 
coastal  services.  In  view  of  this,  it  was  a  ques- 
tion whether  it  was  wise  for  the  Government  to 
at  present  moye  in  the  matter.  Seeing  that 
private  enterprise  might  bring  about  all  that  was 
required,  it  would  be  well  to  await  further 
developments.  Personally,  he  would  like  to  see 
the  control  of  those  boatii  in  the  hands  of  his 
colleague  the  Minister  for  Railways,  and  run  in 
connection  with  the  trains,  although  it  would 
entail  considerable  expense. 

BOARDS  OP  EDUCATION  ELECTIONS. 
Mr.  LEWIS  (Christchuroh  City)  asked  the 
Gh>vernment,  Whether  it  is  their  intention  this 
session  to  introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with  the 
election  of  Boards  of  Education ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  they  have  considered  the  scheme  pro- 
pounded by  Mr.  J.  R.  Brunt,  Chairman  of  the 
East  Christohurch  School  Committee,  under 
which  the  education  districts  would  be  divided 
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into  electorates  coterminous  with  existing  par- 
liamentary constituencies  ? 

Mr.  HALL. JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  he  understood  a  conference  of 
delegates  or  Chairmen  of  Education  Boards 
would  meet  in  Wellington  this  month,  and 
that  Mr.  Brunt's  proposal  was  to  be  one  of  the 
questions  for  consideration ;  and  it  would  be 
well,  if  they  did  not  do  it  of  their  own  initiative, 
that  the  scheme  proposed  by  Mr.  Brunt  should 
be  laid  before  them.  Before  giving  a  definite 
answer  the  Government  would  wait  and  see 
what  would  be  done  by  the  conference. 

RABBIT  INSPECTORS. 
Major  STEWARD  (Waitaki)  asked  the  Act- 
ing Minister  for  Agriculture,  Whether  he  will 
g've  instructions  to  the  Rabbit  Inspectors  that, 
carrying  out  the  duties  of  their  office,  the 
interests  of  farmers  and  flock-owners  must  be 
carefully  guarded,  especially  during  the  lamb- 
ing and  harvest  seasons ;  and,  further,  that, 
in  districts  where  experience  has  shown  that 
the  rabbits  can  be  successfully  kept  down 
by  trapping  during  certain  months  of  the 
year,  poisoning  is  not  to  be  insisted  upon 
during  those  months?  As  he  had  referred 
to  the  matter  to  which  this  question  re- 
lated at  some  length  in  speaking  on  the 
Address  in  Reply,  it  was  not  necessary  for 
him  now  to  explain  the  question  further  than 
to  say  that  the  matter  was  one  which  caused  a 
great  deal  of  friction  in  his  district  and  other 
parts  of  the  country.  It  was  exceedingly  de- 
sirable, in  his  opinion,  that  the  Government 
should  instruct  their  Inspectors  to  administer 
the  Rabbit  Act  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  interests  of  fanners  and  stock- 
owners,  more  particularly  not  to  insist  upon 
poisoning  when  and  where  it  could  be  shown 
that  rabbits  could  be  successfully  kept  down  by 
trapping. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Lands)  said  Inspectors  nad  special  instruc- 
tions to  regard  the  interests  of  farmers  and 
flock-owners  during  the  lambing  and  harvest 
seasons.  As  regarded  trapping,  it  was  entirely 
a  matter  for  each  individual  owner  to  say  how 
he  would  destroy  the  pest,  and  the  Inspectors 
had  no  power  to  enforce  poisoning  amongst  the 
flocks.  This  was  a  matter  which  might  also  be 
referred  to  the  Agricultural  and  Stock  Com- 
mittee. 

BRANDING  OF  WOOL. 
Mr.  FLATMAN  (Geraldine)  asked  the  Pre- 
mier, Whether  he  proposes  to  amend  the  Stock 
Act  by  making  it  compulsory  to  register  all 
brands  used  on  bales  of  wool,  whether  intended 
for  sale  in  the  colony  or  export  ?  This  was  a 
matter  of  great  importance,  as  it  was  not  now 
compulsory  to  register  brands  placed  on  bales 
of  wool,  and  the  consequence  was  that  a  bale 
of  wool  could  be  sent  to  an  auction-room  for 
sale  bearing  the  same  brand  as  that  of  another 
farmer.  And,  while  one  man  might  have  got 
his  wool  in  a  good  condition,  the  other  might 
not  have  taken  any  care  at  all  with  regard 
to  classing,  cleaning,  and  so  on.    Some  of  the 

Mr.  Lewis 


auctioneers  had  spoken  to  him  aboat  tin 
matter,  and  it  must  be  very  confuting  when 
bales  of  wool  came  in  for  sale,  especiaUy  fron 
small  owners,  bearing  similar  brands.  It  mat 
be,  in  some  instances,  very  difficult  for  them  to 
keep  tally  and  to  sort  correctly. 

Mr.  HALL  -  JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Lands)  said  this  opened  up  rather  a  luge 
question,  and  he  should  like  to  be  goidedj^ 
the  opinion  of  the  expert  on  the  Agricaltni] 
and  Stock  Committee.  He  thought  it  i»  a 
matter  which  might  also  be  referred  totk 
Committee.  It  was  a  large  question,  aodte 
agreed  with  a.  great  deal  the  honoonUi 
gentleman  had  said. 

ST.  ANDREWS  LIBRARY. 

Major  STEWARD  (Waicaki)  aakad  (In 
Government, — (1.)  Why  no  share  of  the  loti 
of  last  session  in  aid  of  public  libraries  hai 
been  paid  to  the  library  at  St.  Andrews,  il- 
though  application  was  made  in  due  form  ind 
at  the  proper  time  ?  (2.)  If  the  overBigbt  will 
be  remedied  by  placing  on  this  yearns  estimatn 
the  sum  to  which  such  library  was  entitledf 
He  was  advised  that  the  authorities  of  the  Si 
Andrews  Library  had  applied  iu  September 
last  for  their  share  of  the  library  vote,  aod 
he  hfibd  received  a  reply  from  the  depaitme&t 
stating  that  their  application  would  be  dciU 
with  m  due  course.  Notwithstanding  M 
they  had  received  no  allowanoe  out  of  the  ^^ 
and  the  only  reason  he  could  find  was  thejtad 
relied  on  this  assurance,  and  had  not  thoujihtit 
necessary  to  make  a  second  application  on  o* 
of  the  printed  forms  subsequently  distribntii. 
The  matter  appeared  to  have  been  a  pore  onr- 
sight,  and  he  hoped  the  Minister  would  give  i 
favourable  reply  to  the  second  part  ol  tiie 
question,  asking  that  he  should  remedy  tbit 
oversight  by  placing  on  the  estimates  the  mm 
to  which  this  library  was  entitled. 

Mr.  CARROLL  (Colonial  Secretary)  said  the 
Government  regretted  that  the  St.  Andrein 
Library  had  failed  to  obtain  its  share  of  the 
vote,  but,  as  the  funds  were  distributed  beion 
the  end  of  the  financial  yeeur,  nothiog  oooM 
really  be  done  now  to  rectify  the  matter.  The 
Government  would,  however,  assure  the  howoi- 
able  gentleman  that  in  the  distribution  of  the 
next  year's  vote,  special  oonsideration  wottld 
be  given  to  the  library  on  behalf  of  which  the 
honourable  member  had  made  representation* 

8TARB0R0UGH  HOTEL. 
Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Justice,  If  he  can  give  information  to  lbs 
House  as  to  the  reasons  which  indooed  the 
Wairau  Licensing  Committee,  at  their  sitting 
in  Blenheim  on  the  6th  instant,  to  grant  a  pub- 
lican's license  to  one  John  Burett  to  open  • 
hotel  at  Starborough,  where  no  licensed  off^ 
has  hitherto  existed,  and  vnthout  any  reqatf* 
for  the  same  being  expressed  by  the  settleisiB 
the  new  settlement;  and  what  action,  if  tfT» 
has  the  Government  taken  in  the  mattecT 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Wairau  Licensing  Oo^ 
mittee,  held  on  the  6th  June  last,  as  lepoitw 
in  the  Marlborough  Express  of  the  7th  Jnnet » 
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appeared  that  one  John  Barrett,  yrho  had  for- 
merly held  a  publican's  lioense  in  the  City  of 
Wellington,  applied  for  a  lioense  for  a  pablio- 
hoQse  in  the  Township  of  Seddon,  on  the  Star- 
borough  Settlement.    The  Township  of  Seddon 
only  existed  on  the  map ;  and  the  only  evidenoe 
brought  before  the  Licensing    Committee  in 
favour  of  granting  the  lioense  was  that  of  a  tele- 
graph lineman,  who  did  not  live  in  the  locality, 
and  a  mounted  constable,  residing  some  twenty 
miles  from  the  settlement.     He  had  been  in 
communication  with  intending  settlers,  who 
felt  that  an  injustice  had  been  done  to  them. 
The  Starborough  Settlement  had  been  acquired 
by  the  Land  Purchase  Board  under  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act.    It  had  been  subdivided 
into  sections  and  allotted  in  March  last  to 
some  forty-five  settlers  ;  only  a  few  of  these  up 
to  date  had  gone  upon  their  sections.    What 
he*  complained  of  was  that  the  house  had  been 
damped  down  on  the  estate  without  the  settlers 
being  consulted  in  any  shape  or  form.     The 
settlers  had  a  grievance  in  this  way :  For  years 
there  had  been  a  licensed  house  in  existence 
not  more  than  five  or  six  milea  from  the  pro- 
posed  hotel.     Why,  then,  a  second  licensed 
noose  ;  and  what  steps  had  been  taken  in  the 
matter  by  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL  (Colonial  Secretary)  said,  the 
Ipramting  or  refusing  a  license  was  a  matter 
entirely  for  the  discretion  of  the  Licensing 
Committees.  The  Government  had  no  autho- 
rity to  in  any  way  interfere.  Since  the  ques- 
tion appeared  on  the  Order  Paper,  the  Govern- 
ment had  obtained  a  report  from  the  police, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  two  licenses  in 
the  Wairau  district  had  lapsed,  and  that  two 
new  licenses  had  been  granted  in  their  stead. 
There  had,  therefore,  been  no  increase  in  the 
number  of  licensed  houses  in  the  district.  On 
the  ground  that  the  house  was  not  required, 
objections  were  made  before  the  Committee  by 
the  police,  and  a  solicitor  also  had  appeared 
on  behalf  of  a  number  of  objectors.  The  Go- 
vernment had  taken  no  action  in  the  matter ; 
they  had  no  power  to  do  so. 

AUOKLAND-TARANAKI  ROAD. 
Mr.  LANG  (Waikato)  asked  the  Acting- 
Minister  of  Lands,  If  he  will  place  a  stifficient 
gum  on  the  estimates  to  make  the  road  between 
Auckland  and  Taranaki,  vid  Awakino,  suitable 
for  wheel  traffic  ?  In  1894  a  deputation,  con- 
sisting of  members  representing  every  electorate 
in  the  Auckland  Province,  together  with  the 
member  for  Taranaki,  waited  upon  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  object  of  urging  upon  them  the 
desirability  of  opening  a  coa^h-road  connecting 
the  Provinces  of  Auckland  and  Taranaki,  via 
Awakino.  It  was  pointed  out  at  that  time 
that  the  distance  between  Te  Kuiti,  on  the 
Anekland-Waikato  line,  and  Waitara,  on  the 
Wellington  -  New  Plymouth  line,  was  only 
about  ninety  miles,  and  a  portion  of  that  was 
at  that  time  fit  for  wheel  traffic.  He  might 
say  they  had  then  received  a  very  satisfactory 
reply  from  the  Minister  of  Lands,  and  they 
were  led  to  believe  that  this  road  would 
be  finished  within  a  few  months.    That  was 


five  years  ago,  and  the  work  was  not  completed 
at  the  present  time.  He  had  brought  this 
matter  constantly  before  the  Governmeut,  and 
he  would  like  to  read  portion  of  an  answer  the 
Minister  of  Lands  had  given  to  a  question  on 
this  subject  in  1897.     He  said, — 

"The  position  now  was  that  the  road  was 
about  to  be  opened  between  Waikato  and  Awa- 
kino this  summer ;  but  between  Waitara  and 
Awakino  considerable  work  had  to  be  done 
before  coach  traffic  was  possible." 

During  the  recess  the  Premier  had  passed 
over  that  road,  also  the  member  for  Franklin 
and  himself  (Mr.  Lang),  and  be  was  sure  the 
Premier  and  the  member  for  Franklin  would 
bear  him  out  that  there  was  one  portion  of  that 
road  between  Waikato  and  Awakino  totally 
unfit  for  coach  traffic  at  the  present  time.  The 
position  was  this :  that  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  the  Government  from  making  that 
road  suitable  for  coach  traffic  this  summer,  and 
he  thought,  under  the  circumstances,  the  Minis- 
ter would  give  him  a  reply  to  the  effect  that 
this  important  work  should  be  completed  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  HALL.  JONES  (Acting  Minister  of  Lands) 
said  it  was  easy  to  recognise  there  was  an  elec- 
tion coming  on.  The  honourable  gentleman 
was  waking  up.  He  had  been  asleep  in  one 
respect— that  he  did  not  appear  to  know  that  a 
coach-and-four  had  been  through  from  Te  Kuiti 

^  Q^  to  Awakino.  A  coach-and-four  had 
'  been  through  as  far  as  Mokau,  and 
every  year  since  the  time  referred  to  by  the 
honourable  member  there  had  been  work  going 
on.  The  rate  of  expenditure  had  been  con- 
trolled by  the  funds  available  for  the  purpose. 
The  Government  would  continue  this  work,  and 
the  time  was  not  far  distant  when  the  road 
would  be  completed. 

Mr.  LANG  wished  to  say,  by  way  of  personal 
explanation,  the  Minister  bad  misrepresented 
him  altogether  in  saying  that  he  (Mr.  Lang) 
was  only  beginning  to  wake  up  on  this  matter. 
He  had  brought  it  constantly  before  the  Govern- 
ment year  after  year,  and  it  was  with  the  object 
of  waking  up  the  Acting  Minister  of  Lands 
that  he  had  put  this  question  on  the  Order 
Paper  at  the  earliest  opportunity  this  session. 
With  reference  to  the  remark  which  the  Minis- 
ter had  made  as  to  a  coach-and-four  going  over 
that  road,  all  he  could  say  was  that  certainly 
a  conveyance  had  gone  over  it,  but  not  drawn 
by  horses  smd  with  anybody  in  it.  A  coach-and- 
four  could  not  be  driven  over  the  road,  but  it 
might  be  dragged  by  the  oo-operative  men,  and 
he  would  venture  to  say  that  the  Minister 
would  not  be  likely  to  risk  his  neck  by  trying 
the  experiment  of  being  driven  over  a  portion  of 
this  road  in  a  coach-and-four  drawn  by  horses. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  the  coach  he  had 
referred  to  was  drawn  by  horses. 

SHIPPING  AND  SEAMEN'S  ACT. 
Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  (Maraden)  asked  the 
Government,  Whether  they  vrill  favourably 
consider  the  necessity  of  amending  the  Ship- 
ping and  Seamen's  Act,  with  the  view  of 
enabling  our  boys  to  learn  to  be  sailors  ?    He 
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hoped  the  Minister  would  not  charge  him  with 
just  beginning  to  wake  ap  on  this  question. 
He  had  put  it  on  the  Order  Paper  every  year 
lor  the  last  five  years.  He  hoped  the  Minister 
would  give  him  a  favourable  reply. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Minister  of  Marine)  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  been  ventilating  this  question 
both  in  season  and  out  of  season.  At  any  rate, 
he  had  negleoted  no  opportunit}  of  bringing 
forward  the  necessity  for  an  alteration  of  the 
law  to  allow  of  more  boys  being  taken  on  board 
our  colonial  vessels  in  order  to  learn  seaman- 
fihip.  The  Act  of  1894  prescribed  the  number 
of  seamen  that  should  be  carried  on  board  each 
■class  of  vessel,  and  the  complaint  had  been 
that,  with  the  number  of  seamen  on  board,  there 
was  no  necessity  to  carry  boys.  The  Govern- 
ment had  realised  that  this  question  was  one 
that  should  be  fully  gone  into,  with  the  view  of 
ascertaining  whether  it  was  in  the  interest  ot 
our  mercantile  marine  and  of  the  people  of  the 
colony  that  more  facilities  should  be  given 
for  the  purpose  just  indicated.  Therefore,  the 
•question  had  been  referred  to  the  Commission 
tnat  was  now  sitting  in  connection  with  marine 
matters,  and  when  their  report  came  to  hand 
he  would  be  able  to  give  the  honourable  mem- 
ber a  more  definite  reply. 

COUNTRY  LIBRARIES*  SUBSIDY. 

Mr.  HUNTER  (Waipawa)  asked  the  Colonial 
•Secretary,  If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  grant  a  subsidy  of  £2,000  to  country 
libraries,  as  was  done  in  1898  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL  rColonial  Secretary)  said  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  repeat 
their  action  of  last  year,  and  place  a  sum  on 
the  estimates  as  a  subsidy  in  aid  of  certain 
libraries. 

TUAKAU  BRIDGE. 
Mr.  LANG  (Waikato)  asked  the  Acting 
Minister  of  Lands,  If  he  will  place  a  sum  on  the 
estimates  for  the  completion  of  the  bridge  over 
the  Waikato  River  at  Tuakau  ?  The  Acting 
Minister  of  Lands  would  probably  give  him  a 
similar  answer  to  this  question  that  he  had 
given  to  a  question  he  had  asked  a  few  mioutes 
ago — namely,  that  it  was  a  sign  that  the  elec- 
tions were  drawing  near ;  but  he  might  remark 
that  there  was  great  activity  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  as  far  as  public  works  were  con- 
oemed,  just  before  the  general  election.  How- 
ever, his  object  in  asking  this  question  was  the 
same  as  he  bad  in  asking  his  last  question.  The 
member  for  Franklin  and  himself  had  brought 
this  matter,  with  reference  to  the  bridge  over 
the  Waikato  River  at  Tuakau,  before  Ministers 
on  more  than  one  occasion.  Now,  there  was 
no  bridge  over  the  Waikato  between  Ngarua- 
wahia  and  the  Waikato  Heads,  a  distance 
of  sixty  miles.  Last  year  a  sum  of  £500 
was  placed  on  the  estimates  for  the  start- 
ing of  this  bridge,  and  he  hoped  this  year 
the  Minister  would  see  his  way  to  place  a 
sufficient  sum  on  the  estimates  to  enable  it 
to  be  completed.  The  traffic  over  this  river 
was  increasing  enormously,  and  the  punt  now 
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used  was  altogether  inadequate  for  the  traffic. 
A  large  number  of  settlers  there  who  used  thii 
crossing  were  Crown  tenants,  and  there  mg 
also  a  great  amount  of  Crown  land  whioh  wosU 
be  very  much  increased  in  value  by  tbii  bridjge 
being  built.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  the  necessity  of  depending  upon  the  pout 
that  was  now  being  used  retarded  to  an  eztor- 
mous  extent  the  prosperity  of  that  district,  ud 
he  hoped  the  Government  would  say  oa  the 
occasion  that  they  would  see  that  thisnd 
was  done  straight  away. 

Mr.  HALL  -  J  ONES  (Acting  Minisia  fi 
Lands)  said,  If  this  were  the  only  bridge  ^ 
the  Government  had  to  deal  with,  be  woold 
have  no  hesitation  in  complying  with  the 
honourable  gentleman's  request.  Bat  enq 
bridge  that  was  brought  under  their  notice  vifi 
represented  to  be  in  the  same  position— that  m 
to  say,  as  the  most  important  bridge  in  tbe 
colony ;  but  that  was  from  the  local  residecti' 
point  of  view.  However,  this  was  only  one  of 
scores  of  similar  applications  ;  and  they  would 
with  the  other  applications  be  ail  dealt  vift 
as  a  whole.  There  was  no  use  in  saying  thfj 
would  give  special  attention  to  one  bridge. 
The  whole  of  these  applications  must  be  ooo- 
sidered  together,  taking  into  oonsideration  tbe 
interests  and  the  requirements  of  the  distriel, 
and  the  funds  available  for  carrying  oat  ^ 
whole  of  these  works.  This  one  would  be  on- 
sidered  cJong  with  the  other  similar  ap^ 
tions. 

PARLIAMENTARY   LIBRARY. 
Mr.    TAYLOR    (Christchurch    City)  asksd 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  Whether  the 
abandoimient  of  the  co-operative  system  in  ecu- 
nection  with  the  construction  of  the  Parliameii 
tary  Library  is  to  be  regarded  as  an  indication 
that  the  Gtovernment  is  abandoning  the  prifi- 
ciple  generally,  so  far  as    public    works  are 
concerned  ?    In  asking  this  question,  be  knew 
that  the  Minister    would    reply— at  least  hi 
assumed  he  would,  because  of  an  inteijeetioo 
he  made  the  other  day — that  there  were  mon 
men  employed  under  the  co-operative  systsa 
now  than   there  had  ever  been.     While  that 
might  be  true,  he  would  like  the  Minister  w 
inform  the  House  why  the  principle  had  \m 
to  be  abandoned  in  connection   with  the  ad- 
joining building — whether  they  were  to  nndet- 
stand  it  could  only  be    applied  to  nnakilled 
labour,  or  what  was  the  exact  meaning  of  i^ 
abandonment  at  that  point.     As  to  the  romazo 
made  in  the  early  part  of  to-day  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Grey  in  regard  to  the  con- 
dition of  things  obtaining  on  the  Midland  R^jl- 
way  works,  he  might  have  something  ^  ^^^ 
detail  later  on,  but  he  had  been  informed  if 
very  reliable  workmen  on  the  Midland  rwW 
works  that  there  was  utter  confusion  exisN 
there    in    connection    with    this   co-opeiafer'' 
svstem.    He  wanted  to  find  out,  first,  ^****? 
the  Qovernment  intended  to  continue  it,  MA 
if  so,  why  did  they  abandon  it  in  conneoaoB 
with    the  Parliament  Buildings?    There  »8 
one  other  matter,  before  the  Minister  repli«d: 
The  House  ought  to  have  in  connection  «» 
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all  workfl  under  the  oo-opeiative  system  an 
estimate  of  ihe  oost  of  construction,  and  the 
plans  should  be  deposited  in  the  Public  Works 
Office,  so  that  any  member  of  the  House 
or  Euiy  public  coDtracfeor  could  get  access 
to  them.  At  the  present  time  they  did  not 
know  when  any  public  works  were  being 
carried  out  under  the  co-operative  system. 
There  were  no  plans  or  specifications  submitted 
to  the  House.  They  ought  to  be  available  to 
any  of  the  public,  and  they  ought  to  know  the 
estimiated  cost.  If  that  were  done,  it  would  be 
almost  a  guarantee  that  no  excessive  expendi- 
tore  would  take  place  as  the  result  of  incom- 
petent control  of  co< operative  works,  which  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Grey  suffgeeted 
there  had  been  in  connection  with  the  Midland 
Railway  works.  He  hoped  the  Minister  for 
Pablio  Works  would  give  them  some  idea  of 
what  the  policy  of  the  Government  was  to  be  in 
the  future. 

Mr.  HALL. JONES  (Minister  for  Pablio 
Works)  said  he  was  in  accord  «ith  the  honour- 
able gentleman  when  he  said  there  were  a  larger 
Dumber  of  men  employed  on  co-operative  works 
now  than  there  had  ever  been  before,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  somewhat  peculiar  to  put  a  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  it  was  proposed  to  abandon  the 
co-operative  system.  How  could  they  be  said  to 
be  abandoning  the  co-operattve  system  when 
the  number  of  men  had  been  gradually  iooreas- 
ing?  Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
narrowed  the  qnestion  down  to,  Why  were  the 
I^rliament  Buildings  completed  by  contract 
instead  of  by  the  co-operative  system  ?  — ano*  her 
question  sltc^ether.  He  thought  he  explained 
fmBt  session  why— namely,  that  when  the 
work  was  first  pat  in  hand  it  was  at  a  time 
when  the  building  trade  in  Wellington  was 
-very  brisk  indeed.  Nearly  every  good  brick- 
layer was  engaged,  every  good  carpenter  was 
engaged — that  was  when  the  building  wa^ 
first  started — and  the  result  was  that,  when 
they  wanted  bricklayers,  there  were  only  a  few 
of  them  who  were  qualified  to  carry  out  this 
olaes  of  work.  It  was  largely  on  account  of  that, 
and  to  avoid  the  same  difficulty  this  year,  that 
he  decided  to  have  the  work  done  by  contract. 
There  was  the  difficulty  of  getting  first-class 
men  in  Wellington  or  in  any  part  of  the  colony 
on  account  of  the  briskness  in  trade. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— If  the  contractor  could  get 
the  men,  why  could  not  the  Government? 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  said  it  was  because  most 
contractors  had  a  regular  staff  of  hands.  Every 
oontractor  had  a  regular  staff  of  men,  whom  he 
^ponld  keep  going  sometimes  to  his  own  dis- 
eid vantage — he  would  lose  money  by  it — in  order 
to  keep  the  men  at  hand  for  an  emergency. 
Any  oontractor  would  tell  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  was  so.  Now,  as  regards  the  esti- 
mates and  plans  for  works  being  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  House — well,  he  hoped  they 
jibonid  not  have  such  a  system.  There  was  an 
estimate  prepared  for  every  work  done  by  the 
Public  Works  Department  and  the  Lands 
Department,  and  if  any  member  wanted  to  get 
these  estimates  he  had  only  to  move  in  that 
^lirection,  and  he  for  one  would  gladly  supply 
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the  information.  Every  estimate  for  work  done 
under  the  co-operative  system  compared  well 
with  work  done  under  the  contract  system ;  in 
fact,  they  compared  more  than  favourably.  At 
regards  what  was  said  as  to  the  work  at  Jack- 
son's, it  was  a  reflection  upon  the  officer  in 
charge  and  upon  the  men  working  there.  He 
believed  there  was  a  fine  body  of  men  working 
in  the  district,  and  he  said  the  officer  in  charge 
of  that  work  was  a  man  in  whom  he  had  great 
confidence.  He  did  not  believe  for  one  moment 
in  the  statements  made,  and  he  was  sorry  that, 
without  any  real  grounds,  such  a  statement 
had  been  made. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  if  ha  understood  the 
Minister  to  promise  that,  in  the  future,  if  the 
House  parsed  a  motion  to  that  effe  t,  plans 
and  8pe<afications  for  work  done  under  the 
co-operative  system  would  be  available  for  the 
public  in  some  place? 

Mr.  HALL  JONES  said,  No ;  he  made  no  saoh 
promise. 

HEAVY  TRAFFIC  SCALE. 

Mr.  SYMES  (Egmont)  asked  the  Govern, 
ment.  If  they  will  this  session  amend  the 
Public  Works  Act  to  enable  heavy  traffic  to  be 
defined  by  scale  instead  of  by  actual  weighing  ? 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (Minister  for  PubUo 
Works)  said,  provision  was  made  in  this  d  reo- 
tion  in  the  Public  Works  Bill  last  year,  but, 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  knew,  the  Bill 
was  not  passed  by  the  House. 

DIPTON   BRIDGE. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  (Wallace)  asked  the  Go. 
vernment,  If  they  will  place  on  the  estimates 
the  sum  of  £1,500  for  the  couRtruotion  of  anew 
bridge  over  the  Oreti  at  Dipton  ?  He  thought 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  would  admit  that 
this  was  one  of  the  most  important  bridges  in 
the  colony ;  at  all  events,  it  was  in  a  district 
which  he  thought  was  admitted  by  members  in 
the  House  to  be  by  far  the  most  important  con- 
stituency in  the  whole  of  New  Zealand.  He 
was  not  asking  a  vote  for  a  new  bridge.  It  was 
in  regard  to  the  old  bridge  over  the  Oreti  River 
at  Dipton.  The  bridge  was  now  falling  into 
decay.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  traffic  in  the 
locality;  but  now,  unfortunately,  the  bridge 
was  becoming  unsafe  for  further  traffic.  The 
County  Council  was  short  of  funds,  and  asked 
that  £1,500.  the  estimated  cost  of  the  work, 
should  be  placed  on  the  estimates  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  bri.ige  in  the  district.  He 
hoped  the  Hon.  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
would  give  a  favourable  reply,  seeing  that  this 
was  one  of  the  most  important  bridges  in  the 
most  important  conBtituency. 

Mr.  HALL  -  JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Lands)  said  be  was  very  sorry  he  could  not 
give  the  honourable  gentleman  the  reply  he 
would  like,  because  tbis  was  simply  another 
one  of  the  cases  he  had  referred  to  just  now. 
They  had  so  many  applications  from  the 
various  districts.  But  he  promised  this : 
that  this  application  should  receive  fair  con- 
sideration when  the  estimates  came  down  to 
I  the  House. 
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ORARI-TIMAKU  TRAIN. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  (Geraldme)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter  for  Railways,  If  he  will  at  an  early  date 
substitute  bogie  carriages  for  those  at  present 
used  on  the  train  known  as  the  Orari-Timaru 
(rain  ?  He  was  sure  he  would  get  a  favourable 
reply  to  his  question.  His  constituents  had 
hfid  their  lives  practically  shaken  out  of  them 
for  many  years  when  riding  over  this  line.  He 
might  say  that,  when  riding  in  the  carriages  run 
at  present  on  that  train,  passengers  could  not 
converse  when  6  ft.  apart,  the  noise  was  so  great, 
and  it  was  time  for  such  a  well-used  train  to 
have  carriages  suitable  to  the  traffic. 

Mr.  GADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
he  would  like  to  be  able  to  say  '*  Yes  '*  to  the 
honourable  gentleman,  but  he  was  afraid  be 
could  not.  The  position  was  virtually  this : 
the  work  of  converting  the  four-wheel  and  six- 
wheel  stock  into  bogie  stock  was  proceeding  as 
rapidly  as  the  funds  and  the  capacity  of  the 
shops  would  permit,  but  it  would  be  some  time 
yet  before  they  would  have  very  much  to  show 
lor  what  was  being  done.  On  the  whole,  how- 
ever, they  were  laying  out  systematic  plans  to 
replace  this  old  stock  by  converting  it  into 
bogie  carriages,  and  this  year  he  hoped  to  be 
in  a  pobition  to  push  this  work  on  more  rapidly 
than  heretofore. 

PUKKKOHE  GOODS-SHED. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin)  asked  the  Minister 
for  RailwsyH,  Whether  he  will,  this  set-sion, 
make  provi^ion  to  enlarge  the  Pukekohe  goodia- 
shed  and  give  the  necesfiary  facilities  to  deal 
with  the  rapidly  iocreaeing  business  at  that 
station  ?  He  said  be  a^ked  a  question  on  this 
subject  last  session,  and  he  was  given  to  under- 
stand— at  all  events,  he  understood  from  the 
Minister— that  something  would  be  done  in 
the  way  of  enlarging  the  goods-shed  at  Puke- 
kohe. Nothing  had  been  done,  however,  and 
in  the  meantime  the  settlers  using  that  railway- 
Btation  were  suffering  inconvenience  and  loss, 
because  there  was  no  station  in  the  Auckland 
province  from  which  fo  much  produce  was  sent 
away  as  from  Pukekohe;  and  the  goods-shed 
and  conveniences,  having  been  erected  many 
years  ago,  were  altogether  inadequate  to  pro- 
Tide  for  the  business  now  being  done.  Conse- 
quently, he  hoped  to  receive  a  favourable  reply 
to  his  question. 

Mr.  GADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
this  Ftation  was  in  the  tame  position  as  others 
where  there  was  a  demand  for  further  accom- 
modation ;  but  at  Pukekohe  the  traffic  did  not 
show  a  great  deal  of  increase  during  the  last 
year,  and  he  was  informed  a  good  deal  of  the 
trouble  arose  through  goods  being  allowed  to 
remain  in  the  sheds  for  an  unusually  long 
time.  However,  the  department  said  trade 
there  was  increasing,  and  recommended  that 
something  should  be  done  in  the  matter,  and 
he  hoped  to  deal  with  this  and  other  similar 
matters  later  on. 

MIHIWAKA  WOODED  HEIGHTS. 
Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN  (Waikouaiti)  asked  the 
Acting  Minister  of  Lands,  If  he  will  secure  the 


wooded  heights  of  Mihiwaka,  near  Port  Ghal. 
mers,  for  a  reserve  in  tite  interest  of  irat<r- 
ccnservation,  and  a^so  for  the  better  protectiai 
of  native  birds  ?  He  had  been  induced  to  pot 
this  question  on  the  Order  Pap^r  because  the 
hi  Is  around  Otago  Harbour  were  beoomingveiy 
rari'*ly  denuded  of  native  timb  r.  Thtzeneie 
still  a  few  patches  of  Native  bush  remaining, 
and  he  wished  the  Government  to  take  steps  to 
conserve  these  remaining  portions  far  the  par- 
pose^  mentioned  in  the  question. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Acting  Minister  of  Lands) 
said  he  was  informed  that  a  coneid.  rab!e  area 
of  the  heights  referred  to  were  now  conseivsd 
for  water-conservation  purposes ;  but  there  wen 
some  other  areas  that  had  not  been  so  con- 
served, and  he  thought  that,  for  water•confe^ 
vation  and  other  purposes,  they  should  be  re- 
served as  far  as  pc>8iible,  and  ef-peciaiiy  in  the . 
case  of  Grown  lands.  This  matter  would  to 
looked  into. 

PONSONBY  POST-OFFICE. 

Mr.  HOLLAND  (Auckland  City)  asked  tbs 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  If  he  will  faais 
placed  on  the  estimates  a  sum  of  money  foe 
the  erection  of  a  post-office  at  Ponsonby?  Hs 
would  like  to  point  out  that  the  Ponsonby  dis- 
trict was  a  very  large  and  increasing  one,  and  wii 
thickly  populated.  The  only  postal  facilities 
it  had  now  were  in  a  small  shop.  The  time 
had  arrived  when  increaped  postal  facilitiei 
should  be  given  to  this  district. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Minister  for  Poblio 
Works)  said  this  was  a  matter  in  which  in 
important  department  of  the  public  serriee 
was  pressing  for  more  accommodation.  Ttte 
Government  would  have  to  put  in  hand  tk« 
erection  of  a  post-office  at  Ponsonby,  and  pro- 
vision would  be  made  for  it  on  the  estimate* 
this  session. 

EXPERIMENTAL  FARM  AT    AUCKLAND. 

Mr.  BOLLARD  (Eden)  asked  the  Aeiiog 
Minister  of  Lands,  What  steps  he  intends  t» 
take  with  regard  to  the  establishment  cf  an 
experimental  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  the  City  of 
Auckland  ?  He  af-ked  this  queFtion  because  of 
the  statements  made  by  the  Government  session 
after  sesf-ion  that  they  intended  to  start  an  ex- 
perimental farm  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Anck- 
land.  He  believed  the  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment had  recommended  a  suitable  piece  of  land 
for  the  purpose,  but  up  to  the  present  tint* 
nothing  had  been  done.  He  would  like  the 
Minister  to  make  a  straightforward  statement 
about  this  question,  as  to  whether  the  Goveni- 
ment  intended  to  do  anything  definite  or  not. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Lands)  was  afiaid  he  could  not  give  (be 
honourable  member  the  reply  be  wanted,  ex- 
cept to  this  extent:  that  he  was  not  aware  it 
hsbd  been  recommended  by  the  departweot 
that  an  experimmtal  farm  should  be  esta* 
blished  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Aur-k land,  and 
in  the  absence  of  that  it  was  a  question  whether 
they  should  incur  the  expenditure.  As  to  the 
desiraViltty  of  the  work,  if  he  were  to  say  be 
would  look  into  it  the  honourable  member 
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would  not  be  sadafiecl  with. such  an  answer. 
He,  feherrfore,  could  only  say  that  at  present 
the  Government  had  no  intention  of  establish- 
ing an  experimental  farm  there. 

CLYDE  FRUIT-GROWING  STATION. 

Mr.  RAWLINS  (Tuapeka)  asked  the  Go- 
vernment, When  they  intend  to  establish  a 
frait-growinpr  station  at  Clyde,  in  fulfilment  of 
promises  made  in  1896?  At  the  time  this  pro- 
mise wan  made  the  people  then  and  there  abso- 
lutely transferred  to  the  Government  their 
racecourse  for  the  farm ;  and  Mr.  Seddon,  on 
bis  late  visit  in  February,  said  he  would  place 
the  matter  before  the  Minister  of  Lands  on  his 
retnm  to  Wellington.  A  reply  was  arranged 
for  from  the  Minister  of  Lands  on  tbif*  matter 
before  he  went  away,  but  the  people  had  heard 
nothing  farther  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Worics)  said  he  believed  there  was  some  pro- 
mise as  mentioned  by  the  honourable  member, 
and  with  some  little  knowledge  of  the  district 
and  the  fruit  grown  there  he  would  like  to  see 
this  done ;  but  the  whole  trouble  was  not  the 
mere  setting  apart  of  a  certain  area  of  land. 
What  governed  the  whole  thing  was  the  ques- 
tion of  water-conservation.  The  honourable 
member  knew  what  a  large  question  that  was, 
and  how  useless  it  was  to  attempt  anything  in 
the  shape  he  proposed  unless  there  was  a  com- 
prehensive scheme  of  water- conservation.  The 
Minister  of  Mines  had  obtained  some  reports 
which  would  be  useful  to  the  Apriouliural 
Department  in  coming  to  a  conclusion  upon 
the  question.  As  he  had  said,  what  governed 
the  matter  was  the  water-supplv,  and  the  work 
could  not  be  taken  in  hand  in  a  piecemeal 
way. 

Mr.  RAWLINS.— If  the  water  is  supplied,  I 
Understand  you  will  go  on  with  it.    Is  that 

80? 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.— That  is  so. 

UPPER  WAITAKl  RIDING  ROADS. 
Mr.  SLIGO  (Dimrdin  Ci'y)  anked  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works,  If  he  will  inform  the 
Hou£:e  why  a  sum  of  £400  voted  last  session 
for  roads  in  the  Upper  Waitaki  Riding  of  Wai- 
taki  County  was  withdrawn  from  that  work  and 
devoted  to  another  purpose — namely,  the  con- 
Btruotion  of  a  bridge  over  the  Maerewhenua,  at 
Button's  Ford  ?  He  hoped  the  Minister  would  be 
able  to  give  a  satisfactory  reply  to  this  question, 
Bach  a  reply  as  would  satisfy  the  settlers  in  the 
neighbourhood  that  no  injustice  had  been  done 
to  them. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Minister  for  PuVio 
Works)  said  perhaps  the  honourable  member 
Ibought  he  had  unearthed  another  scandal. 
The  vote  of  £400  for  the  Upper  Waitaki  Riding 
bad  not  been  expended,  but  the  money  had  not 
been  devoted  to  another  purpope,  as  suggested 
by  the  honourable  member  in  his  qucstioo. 

Mr.  SLIGO  said  his  information  was  entirely 
opposed  to  the  replv  of  the  Mnister,  and  he 
heldju  his  hand  a  tel^ram  to  the  contrary. 


NATIVE  GAME  CLOSE  SEASON. 
Mr.  HOGG  (Masterton)  asked  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  Whether  he  will  proclaim  a  close 
season  for  native  game  next  year,  and  extend 
the  present  season  foi  shooting  till  the  end  of 
July?  As  the  month  wa<i  so  far  advance'l,  even 
if  the  reply  of  the  Minister  was  favourable,  the 
concession  to  sporting  mf>n  would  be  very  small 
thin  year.  He  wa<4  informed  that  in  recent* 
years  the  period  for  shooting  native  game  had 
been  altered  so  that  advant^e  could  be  taken 
of  the  Easter  holidays  for  what  was  really  a 
general  slaughter.  In  the  opinion  of  a  good 
many  sporting  men  the  period  for  shooting 
native  game  commenced  a  month  too  soon. 
They  thought  the  season  should  start  a  month 
later,  and  extend,  say,  to  the  end  of  Jul  v.  It 
had  also  been  represented  to  him  that,  if  our 
splendid  native  game,  such  as  pigeons,  tui^,  and 
other  birds,  were  not  to  follow  the  moa  and 
become  extinct,  it  was  desirable  that  now  and 
then  there  should  be  a  close  year. 

Mr.  CARROLL  (Colonial  Secretary)  said,  in 
respect  to  the  first  part  of  the  question,  even 
if  the  concession  were  now  granted,  it  would 
mean  a  concession  only  of  a  few  days  for 
sportRmen.  However,  he  would  let  the  honour- 
able member  know  next  day  whether  the 
balance  of  this  month  would  be  conceded  to 
sportsmen.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  honour- 
able member  that  the  early  opening  of  the 
shooting  season  was  a  mistake.  It  was  too 
early  altogether,  Sdrne  of  the  native  birds  being 
merely  fledglings  about  that  time.  The  desire 
to  have  the  shooting  seanon  open  during  the 
Eeister  holidays  had  influenced  the  fixture  of 
the  opening  date  in  the  past.  Last  year — 
that  is  to  say,  the  season  before  last— he  man- 
aged to  get  a  uniform  dA.te  fixed  for  the  open- 
ing—the Ist  May — for  the  whole  of  the  North 
Island,  but  he  was  unable  to  get  the  South 
-  Q  Islarid  to  fall  into  line.  They  insisted 
on  the  1st  of  April  being  declared  the 
day.  However,  it  was  his  intention  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  this  session  to  fix  by  statute 
the  opening  day  for  the  shooting  season  for 
both  Islands,  and  his  own  opinion  was  that 
the  later  they  fixed  it  the  better.  No  one 
knew  more  than  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of 
this  colony  of  the  ha^  its  of  the  birds  ind'genoua 
to  the  country.  They  knew  the  proper  months 
when  they  were  fit  to  be  shot ;  they  knew  the 
particular  years  when  special  berries  suitable 
for  their  food  were  in  abundance;  and  they 
used  to  have  regulations  of  their  own  of  a  very 
strict  order  in  the  early  days  regulating  and 
restricting  the  killing  of  game.  They  had  their 
close  seasons,  which  were  declared  by  the  head  of 
the  tribe,  whenever  occasion  warranted.  Their 
ideas  in  connection  with  these  matters  showed 
the  necessity  there  was  for  close  seasons  in 
those  early  times.  How  much  greater  the 
necessity  now  for  the  better  protection  of  our 
native  birds.  In  the  Bill  which  he  intended 
to  intr  duo<*,  power  would  be  taken  to  declare 
close  seasons  whenever,  in  the  interests  of  the 
preservation  of  our  native  birdd,  it  should  be 
deemed  desirable  to  do  so. 
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MOSQIBL-DUNEDIN  WORKMEN'S 

TRAIN 

Mr.  GARNGROSS  (Taierl)  asked  the  Minister 
for  Railways,  If  he  ^ill  at  once  make  arrange- 
men  ts  for  running  a  workmen's  train  every  morn- 
ing between  Mosgiel  and  Dunedin  ?  He  might 
point  out  that  at  the  present  lime  the  district 
was  really  kept  back  through  the  want  of  this 
Working-men's  train.  Numbers  of  people  were 
•ozious  to  take  up  their  residences  at  Mosgiel 
if  they  could  only  reach  their  work  by  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  But  at  present  they 
eould  not  do  so.  The  Government  had  lately 
purchased  land  in  the  vicinity  which  was 
admirably  suited  for  workmen's  homes,  but 
there  would  not  be  the  same  competition  for 
Ibis  land  as  there  would  be  if  this  train  were 
rannine.  It  would  be  a  great  boon  to  many 
people,  00 th  locally  and  in  Dunadin,  if  working- 
men  were  given  the  chance  of  leaving  the 
eity  and  establishing  comfortable  and  healthy 
homes  for  themselves  and  their  families  in  the 
country.  He  might  mention  that  even  now 
there  was  an  early  train  going  into  the  city  to 
which  passenger  carriages  might  be  attached. 
fie  hoped  the  Minister  would  strain  a  point  to 
oomply  with  his  request.  He  knew  tUat  the 
department  wished  a  certain  number  of  pas- 
sengers to  be  guaranteed,  but  the  department 
should  not  expect  settlement  to  precede  the 
nmning  of  the  train.  Establish  the  train 
first,  and  passengers  would  soon  afterwards 
be  forthcoming.  There  were  numbers  of 
foung  people  m  Mosgiel  who  were  offered 
employment  in  Dunedin,  but  they  had  to  re- 
fuse it  owing  to  no  suitable  train  being 
lun.  He  understood  it  was  part  of  the  recog- 
nised policy  of  the  Gk>yemment  to  encourage 
4he  oomforlabie  settlement  of  workpeople,  and 
4he  running  of  a  train  such  as  he  asked  for 
would  help  greatly  iri  that  direction. 

Mr.  CA1>MAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  quite 
•greed  as  to  the  suitability  of  the  district  for 
ihe  establishment  of  workmen's  homes.  From 
what  he  had  seen  of  it,  he  thought  there  was  no 
district  in  the  colony  so  suitable  as  Mosgiel  for 
establishing  workmen's  homes  close  to  a  large 
centre  of  population.  There  was  plenty  of 
room  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  question 
Aroi-e,  from  a  railway  point  of  view,  as  to  the 
number  of  people  who  might  be  expected  to 
travel  by  this  workmen's  train.  An  offer  was 
made  some  time  ago  to  put  on  a  train  if  forty 
ipeople  guaranteed  that  they  would  travel  by 
It.  Smce  then  the  number  had  been  reduced 
to  thirty,  but  only  fifteen  came  forward.  The 
revenue  would  be  only  148.  a  day,  and  that  was 
(00  small  to  justify  the  running  of  a  train.  If 
Ihe  district  woula  guarantee  thirty,  he  would 
bs  prepared  to  run  the  train  at  a  suitable  hour. 

CERTIFICATED  ENGINE-DRIVERS. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Ghristchurch  City)  asked  the 
Minister  of  Marme,  Whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  propose  alterations  of 
the  ezisbing  law  relating  to  the  employment  of 
certificated  engine-drivers?  He  might  say 
that  last  year,  when  this  matter  was  brought 
under  notice  of  the    Minister  by  correspond- 


ence, a    promise  was   made    to   the  engios- 
drivers  of  Canterbury  in  these  terms  :— 

**  Marine  Department,  Wellingtoii, 
8th  Deoember,  1896. 

**  Sib, — I  have  the  honour,  by  directioo  of 
the  Minister  of  Marine,  to  aoknowledge  tbi 
receipt  of  yoar  letter  of  the  5th  instant  with 
reference  to  its  being  made  compulsory  for 
drivers  of  stationary  engines  and  boilen  lo 
hold  certificates,  and  in  reply  I  am  to  state 
til  at  the  Act  of  last  session,  amending  tbs  In- 
spection of  Machinery  Acts,  was  simply  to  desl 
with  the  appointment  of  an  additional  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Examiners ;  but  the  Kioii- 
ter  hopes  that  at  an  early  date  provision  will  ha 
made  for  all  drivers  to  be  certificated.— I  hs?i, 
^c,  **  W.  T.  Glasgow,  Secretary. 

"  Mr.  J.  H.  Cook,  Windmill  Road, 

Sydenham,  Christohuroh." 
He  should  like  to  know  whether  the  nutter 
would  be  dealt  with  this  session  by  legislstioiL 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Minister  of  Maiine)  wie 
still  of  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  letter  which 
had  just  been  read.  Seeing  the  large  inteieiti 
involved,  and  the  necessity  for  proteoting  life 
and  property,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  State  to 
see  that  duly-qualified  men  were  employed.  A 
Bill  was  being  prepared  at  the  preisent  tima^ 
and  he  hoped  ihere  would  be  an  opportunity  oi 
putting  it.  through  this  session. 

OHUTU  BLOCK. 

Mr.  CARSON  (Wanganui)  asked  the  Premier 
If  he  has  had  a  Bill  prepared  to  vei't  the  Obots 
Block  of  Native  land,  on  the  Wangikoui  Bivcr, 
containing  between  eighty  thousand  and  miMty 
thousand  acres,  in  the  Public  Trustee,  with  i 
view  to  its  speedy  settlement  in  the  intsreeli 
of  Natives  and  Europeeuis  alike ;  and,  if  eo, 
whether  he  will  have  such  Bill  introduced  and 
pushed  through  this  session  7 

Mr.  CARROLL  (Commissioner  of  Stamp 
Duties)  said  the  Government  proposed  to  lob- 
mit  Native  legislation  this  session,  and  it  wie 
intended  to  make  provision  in  the  propoeed 
legislation  to  meet  the  case  referred  to.  Then 
was  a  Bill  specially  brought  in  with  regard  to 
this  block  last  year ;  but,  as  the  principle  of  it 
was  the  same  as  that  contained  in  the  msis 
Bill  introduced  by  the  Govemmeot,  they 
elected  to  proceed  with  the  main  Bill  and  to 
drop  the  other.  An  effort  would  be  made  thii 
session  to  put  the  whole  block  in  a  positioa 
that  would  render  it  easy  to  out  up  and  put 
settlers  upon. 

Mr.  CARSON.— Buv  it. 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  to  try  and  buy  it  would 
simply  put  off  settlement  for  years.  He  wef 
quite  sure  it  would  take  four  or  five  jeazt,  or 
more,  to  complete  the  purchase  of  that  bk»L 
There  were  about  a  thousand  owners,  and  to 
get  each  individual  signature  to  a  deed  wee  i 
work  that  would  take  up  a  great  deal  of  time 
and  entail  a  tremendous  lot  of  trouble ;  and  if 
they  attempted  to  adopt  the  other  plan— indi- 
vidualisation— which  the  member  lor  Waite- 
mata  was  always  lauding,  then  the  settlement 
of  that  block  would  be  put  off  for  fifteen  yesn. 
The  only  practical  method  of  dealing  with  U 
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WM  k)  pftM  special  legislation  to  effect  the  im- 
modiake  cutting  of  it  up  and  settling  the  people 
thereupon. 

BUSH-FBLLERS*  PROTECTION. 
Hr.  HUNTER  (Walpawa)  asked  the  Minister 
lor  Pablic  Work^,  Whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  give  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendations made  by  Mr.  Freyberg,  Qovem* 
ment  Timber  Expert,  for  the  better  protection 
of  men  engaged  as  bnsh-fellers,  and  for  pre- 
venting additional  snffering  when  accidents 
happen?  He  had  been  induced  to  put  this 
question  on  the  Order  Paper  in  consequence 
of  the  large  increase  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  number  of  accidents  to  men  engaged  in 
bush- felling  work.  Some  little  time  ago  Mr. 
Freyberg,  Government  Timber  Expert,  made 
tome  recommendations  which  he  thought 
would  have,  if  given  effect  to,  tended  to 
greatly  rednce  the  number  of  accidents,  and 
would,  at  any  rate,  have  relieved  the  suf- 
fering  of  thosA  who  met  with  accidents. 
What  that  gentleman  recommended  was : — 

*'Tbe  appointment  of  an  active,  energetic 
Bush  and  Mill  Inspector  for  each  Island,  with 
full  power  to  ko  at  unexpected  periods  to  where 
men  are  working,  and  to  condemn  faulty  and 
insufficient  taokle. 

*'  That  an  inexpensive  stretcher  for  carrying 
wounded  men,  and  a  set  of  surgical  bandages 
md  simple  wooden  splints  for  broken  limbs, 
ihall  always  be  provided  by  a  man  employing 
bosh- fellers. 

"  Where  the  Injury  is  so  grave  that  a  man 
eannot  safely  be  moved,  then  the  surgeon  ought 
to  be  brought  to  the  wounded  man,  half  tne 
cost  to  fall  on  the  men  and  half  on  the  em- 
ployer. 

**  Lastly,  simple  instruction  as  to  *  first  aid,* 
and  the  means  of  utilising  everything  to  avert 
loffering,  ought  to  be  circulated  by  leaflets 
wherever  these  men  work." 

He  thought,  if  those  recommendations  were 
given  effect  to,  they  would  have  a  very  bene- 
ficial effect,  and  he  hoped  to  have  a  favourable 
reply  from  the  Minister  to  the  question. 

Mr.  HAIili- JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  the  suggestions  made  by  Mr. 
Preyberg  were  now  under  the  oonsideration  of 
the  Government.  That  meant,  as  the  honour- 
able member  was  aware,  the  appointment  of 
two  Inspectors,  the  provision  of  surgical  appli- 
aneeii,  and  so  on.  As  a  preliminary  step,  he 
had  given  instructions  for  a  circular  to  be  sent 
to  all  sawmills  and  those  employing  bush- 
fellers,  containing  suggestions  for  tbem  to 
follow  out  the  lines  laid  down  by  Mr.  Freyberg. 

WELLINGTON  DISTRICT  FARM 
SCHOOL. 
Mr.  HOGG  (Masterton)  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, Whether  it  is  intended  to  establish  a  farm 
lohool  within  the  Wellington  Land  District? 
He  hoped  the  Minister  would  be  able  to  give 
bim  a  more  favourable  reply  than  he  had  given 
to  what  may  have  appeared  to  members  a 


similar  question  a  few  minutes  previously. 
But  he  was  not  asking  for  anything  so  ambitious 
as  an  experimental  farm.  He  was  asking  for 
a  more  Bimple  institution — an  institution  thai 
was  not  likely  to  cost  the  colony  anything  lika 
a  large  amount  of  money,  and  which  would  ba 
of  great  practical  benefit  to  the  young  peoplt 
of  the  district.  What  he  thought  mighl 
very  well  be  established  in  the  midst  of  a 
splendid  agricultural  and  pastoral  district 
like  the  back  country  of  Wellington  was 
a  farm  school,  where  good  sound  praotical 
work  might  be  taught.  Nor  did  he  consider 
they  should  ptop  at  one  farm  school.  If  such 
an  inbticution  was  once  successfully  established 
in  a  suitable  locality,  convenient  to  one  of  tha 
centres  of  population,  they  would  probably  in 
a  short  time  have  similar  institutions  eeta- 
blished  in  such  centres  as  Masterton,  Palmen- 
ton,  Pahiatiia,  and  Greytown.  He  believed 
there  were  a  number  of  farm  schools  esta- 
blished in  England,  where  young  people  of  the 
ages  of  fifteen  and  sixteen  received  an  eduoa* 
tion  that  was  of  praotical  benefit  to  them  in 
after  life ;  and  in  a  country  like  New  Zealan^t 
where  the  youth  of  both  sexes  had  a  splen- 
did heritage  in  the  land  and  the  climate,  It 
seemed  to  him  to  be  a  great  pity  that  they 
should  have  so  many  applying  for  situations 
under  the  Government  and  for  light  clerical 
employment— both  young  lads  and  young  girla 
leaving  school — and  especially  endeavouring  to 
become  apprentices  to  trades  that  might  be  of 
very  little  benefit  to  them  afterwards,  when 
they  had  a  splendid  and  reliable  occupation  in 
front  of  them  if  they  would  only  apply  them- 
selvr  s  to  the  working  of  the  soil  of  the  oountty. 
He  hoped  the  Minister  would  be  able  to  give 
him  a  favourable  reply,  because  it  was  a  mod 
important  question.  He  was  asking  it  entirely 
in  the  interests  of  young  New-Zealanders.  Ha 
did  not  ask  the  Government  to  enter  into  any 
large  scheme  which  would  be  a  burden  on  tba 
country,  for  he  believed  it  would  be  mada 
almost  reproductive.  He  would  like  to  see  a 
farm  school  as  a  beginning  established  in  some 
part  of  the  Wellington  District. 

Mr.  HALL. JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Agriculture)  said  this  opened  up  rather  a  larga 
question,  and  would  better  come  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Technical  Education  Bill.  Ha 
agreed  with  the  honourable  gentleman  that  il 
would  be  a  desirable  thing  to  give  the  young 
people  of  the  colony  an  opportunity  of  acquir- 
ing up-to-date  knowledge  of  agriculture;  and 
the  paiisage  of  the  Technical  Education  Bill 
this  year  might  enable  such  a  thing  to  be  dona. 
The  establishment  of  separate  schools  for  tha 
purpose,  under  Government  control,  would  re- 
quire some  further  oonsideration.  * 

INEBRIATES  INSTITUTIONS  ACT. 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Lyttelton)  asked  the  Premier, 
What  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  bring  into  operation  the  Inebriates 
Institutions  Act  of  last  session  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL  (Colonial  Secretary)  said  tha 
Government  proposed  to  submit  proposals  to 
give  effect  to  the  Act.  ^  '^' 
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MACQUARTE  ISLAND. 

Mr.  FISHEH  (Wellington  City)  ft^ked  the 
Government,  Wbeiher  they  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  opening  up  freeh  n^^goliations 
with  the  Tasmanian  Government  {vtde  Hian- 
tard^  Vol.  69,  p.  752)  with  a  view  to  the  cession 
of  Maequarie  Island  to  tbe  Government  of  New 
Zealand?  In  the  year  1888,  when  Minister  of 
Marine,  he  bad  the  honour  of  initiating  steps 
for  tbe  annexation  of  this  island,  but  tbose 
negotiations  fell  through.  On  the  11th  Sep- 
tember, 1890,  Mr.  Mitcbelson  again  brought 
the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  House,  and, 
in  introducing  the  subject  on  that  occasion, 
said : — 

*'  Honourable  members  would  no  doubt  re- 
member that  it  had  recently  been  thought 
desirable,  in  the  interests  of  the  protection  of 
seals,  that  Maequarie  Island  should  be  annexed 
to  this  colony.  Upon  His  Excellency  taking 
steps  to  annex  the  islands  it  was  found  that 
Maequarie  Island  had  already  been  annexed 
to  Tasmania.  Seeing  the  necessity  that  these 
islands  should  be  annexed,  in  order  that  the 
seal-fisheries  might  be  protected  and  poaching 
prevented,  the  Government  had  placed  them> 
selves  in  communication  with  the  Government 
of  Tasmania,  to  ascertain  whether  that  Go- 
vernment would  be  willing  to  favour  their 
annexation  to  this  colony.  The  Government 
of  Tasmania  had  agreed,  and  a  resolution  had 
been  passed  by  the  Ijegislative  Council  of  that 
colony,  and  another  resolution  was  about  to 
pass  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
resolufion  which  he  proposed  was  to  send  an 
address  to  Her  Majesty  praying  for  the  annexa- 
tion of  these  islands. 

"  Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  *  That 
His  Excellency's  message  relative  to  Maequarie 
Island  be  taken  into  consideration ;  and  that 
the  following  respectful  address  be  presented 
to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  praying  that  Mae- 
quarie Island  and  the  adjacent  islets  may  be 
annexed  to  New  Zealand,  such  address  only  to 
be  forwarded  in  the  event  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Colony  of  Tasmania  adopting  an  address  to 
Her  Majesty  praying  that  these  islsjids  shall 
DO  longer  be  a  dependency  of  the  Colony  of 
Tasmania,,  and  that  they  be  annexed  to  this 
colony : — 

"  '  May  it  please  your  Majesty, — 

"  *  We,  your  loyal  subjects,  the  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Colony  of 
New  Zealand. in  Parliament  assembled,  do  re- 
spectfully pray  that  your  Majesty  will  be 
pleased  to  order  that  Maequarie  Island  and 
the  adjacent  islets  be  annexed  to  and  form 
part  of  the  Colony  of  New  2iealand.'  ** 

That  motion  was  carried,  but  no  effective 
steps  appear  to  have  been  taken  subsequently 
to  that,  and  it  was  really  necessary  that  the  re- 
maining seals  on  the  island  should  be  protected 
because  they  were  not  only  fast  disappearing 
but  had  almost  totally  disappeared.  Then, 
there  was  the  further  consideration  that  there 
was  now  on  the  island  a  very  important  indus- 
try— the  penguin  oil  industry,  which  was  carried 
on  at  great  cost  and  great  risk.  The  Tasmanian 
Government,  which  rsceived  the  rent  from  the 


lessees  of  the  island,  took  not  the  least  interert 
in  it,  while  the  Government  of  New  Zealand 
had  cast  upon  it  the  duty  and  the  cost  of  teod- 
ing  Government  steamers  periodically  to  the 
isiand  to  search  for  casta wayB.  In  Febnuij 
last  he  (Mr.  Fisher)  went  to  the  South  Padfie 
Islands  in  the  "Tutanekai"  in  search  ol  the 
ketch  *' Gratitude,"  which  had  been  misang 
for  four  months.  They  found  the  wreck  and 
the  crew  at  Maequarie  Island;  and  he  thought 
that,  while  the  New  Zealand  Government  wae 
put  to  Xhat  expense,  it  ought  to  have  con- 
trol of  tbe  island,  which  was  naturaUy  onec^a 
group — the  Campbell,  Auckland,  Macquaiie,  <t 
cetera.  How  many  ships  had  been  wrecked  od 
Maequarie  Island  it  would  be  impossible  forsDj 
living  man  to  tell,  for  if  a  ship  struck  there  she 
would  rarely,  if  ever,  be  heard  of  again.  Thea, 
again,  he  wished  to  point  out  that,  accordii^ 
to  the  opinion  of  reliable  nautical  men,  the 
islands  were  incorrectly  charted,  being  •& 
least  thirty  miles  out  of  their  proper  position. 
Naturally,  this  fact  would  account  for  wieeb 
taking  place  there,  for  homeward-bound  shipe 
from  the  Australian  Colonies,  relying  on  the 
charts,  were  very  liable  to  strike  the  island, 
which  lay  in  their  course.  The  queetion  os 
the  Order  Paper  did  not  refer  to  that  aspect  of 
the  matter,  but  he  wished  the  Gk)vemmefit 
would  request  the  naval  authorities  at  Sidney 
to  send  a  war-ship  to  Maequarie  Island  to 
properly  survey  it  and  fix  its  position,  so  that 
the  risk  of  shipwreck  might  thereby  be  redooed. 
The  Minister  would  see  that  the  subject  hsd 
been  under  the  consideration  of  saeoasava 
Ministries  for  many  years  peust,  and  he  hoped 
the  time  was  not  far  distant  when  the  island 
would  become  part  of  the  possessions  of  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  CARROLL  (Colonial  Secretary)  said  he 
fully  appreciated  the  adviaability  of  opening 
up  fresh  negotiations  with  che  Tasmanian  Go- 
vernment in  respect  to  Maequarie  Island.  The 
Government  intended  to  do  so,  and  some  actioD, 
he  had  no  doubt,  would  be  taken.  There  «ts 
no  result  from  the  negotiations  with  tbe  Tas- 
manian Government  in  1890  bearing  on  the 
annexation  of  the  Maequarie  Islands  to  Kev 
Zealand.  The  Legislative  Assembly  of  that 
colony  negatived  the  Government's  propoMl  to 
transfer  it  to  New  Zealand.  In  a  memocandnia 
dated  the  18th  October,  1894,  the  Premier  of 
Tasmania  (the  Hon.  Mr.  Braddon)  raised  vtiy 
decided  objections  to  the  proposed  emnexathn* 
and  stated  that  his  Government  oonld  not  re- 
open the  question,  but  would  be  ^lad  to  auks 
any  practicable  arrangements  which  would  be 
of  advantage  to  New  Zealand,  without  pes- 
judioe  to  Tasmanian  interests.  When  in  Tee- 
mania,  in  1897,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
discussed  the  question  with  the  TasmsnitB 
Government,  and  ofiered  to  lease  the  tslasds 
on  certcdn  terms,  all  Taonanian  rights  being 
fully  recognised.  This  was  embodied  in  a  letiec 
to  the  Premier  of  Tasmania,  dated  2Snd  March, 
1897,  but  no  reply  to  this  letter  vras  on  tbe  iUi 
or  had  been  received,  so  far  as  oould  be  ascer- 
tained. In  October,  1897,  the  Hon.  Minister  ol 
Marine  gave  instructions  to  draft  a  Bill  gifiag 
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power  to  lease  the  Maoqaarie  Ifllanda,  and  the  | 
npen  were  referred  to  ihe  Crown  Law  Office 
tor  the  parp')8e,  and  had  been  there  ever  sinoe. 
With  regard  to  one  point  referred  to  by  the 
hoooorable  member  for  Wellington  City,  as 
io  the  incorrect  charting  of  Macquarie  Island, 
end  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  aa- 
Btimed  might  be  some  reason  for  the  wrecks  that 
had  happened  there,  that  opened  up  a  very 
wide  and  important  questioQ—the  question  of 
inoorrect  charting  geuerally.  It  was  fair  to 
assume  that  if  the  Macquarie  Island  wsis  in- 
eorrectly  charted  there  were  parts  of  our  coast, 
and  other  islands,  that  were  not  as  correctly 
charted  as  we  believed  them  to  be.  It  might 
properly  form  the  subject  of  an  arrangement 
between  this  colony  and  the  other  colonies 
which  would  lead  to  joint  action  in  securing 
ibe  services  of  one  of  the  war-ships  on  the  Aus- 
tralian station  for  the  special  work  of  correctly 
charting  the  Macquarie  and  other  islands,  as 
well  as  our  coastal  lines,  ti  cetera.  The  matter 
of  a  complete  marine  survey  of  our  islands  and 
coastal  lines  was  so  important  that  he  would 
take  note  of  it,  and  submit  the  same  to  his 
colleagues,  in  order  to  have  the  question  dealt 
with. 

raNINO  EXPERTS'  CONFERENCE, 
Mr.  J.  ALLEN  (Bruce)  asked  the  Mmister  of 
Mines, — (1.)  If  a  conference  of  mining  experts 
has  been  or  is  being  held  in  Wellington  to 
frame  amendments  -in  the  existing  mining 
reinilations ;  if  so,  who  are  the  gentlemen 
eaJled  to  the  conference?  (2.)  Whether  the 
Minister  of  Mines  does  or  does  not  consider 
the  Mines  Committee  appointed  by  this  House 
capable  of  dealing  with  the  mining  regulations? 
^3.)  If  he  considers  them  not  capable,  why 
have  the  said  mining  regulations  been  referred 
to  that  Committee  for  consideration  ?  He  asked 
this  question,  although  the  conditions  were 
somewhat  different  from  what  they  were  when 
he  put  it  on  the  Order  Paper.  He  did  not 
Jmow  then  that  any  new  mining  regulations 
had  been  gasetted  and  were  in  force.  Well,  he 
thought  they  ought  to  know  who  the  gentlemen 
were  who  framed  the  amendments  in  the  new 
fegulationa  now  gasetted,  and  he  did  not  know 
why  they  had  not  been  submitted  to  the 
Jfines  Committee  before  they  were  gasetted. 
It  seemed  to  him  that,  if  the  Mines  Com- 
•mittee  was  to  be  of  any  value,  it  ought  to  have 
been  able  to  suggest  amendments  to  the  new 
regulations  which  would  have  been  to  the  in- 
ierest  of  the  mining  oommunity. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Mmister  of  Mines)  said,  from 
the  maiuier  in  which  this  question  was  framed, 
it  looked  like  a  small  want-of-confidenoe 
motion  in  the  Minister  of  Mines.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  had  been  long  enough  in 
politics  to  know  that  he  could  not  altogether 
believe  all  he  read  in  the  newspapers.  The 
question  was  divided  into  three  parts — ^Firstly, 
'*  If  a  conference  of  mining  experts  has  been  or 
Js  being  held  in  Wellington  ?  *'  The  answer  was 
that  no  conference  of  experts  has  been  held  in 
Wellington,  as  far  as  he  (Mr.  Cad  man)  knew. 
.Ssoondly,  "Whether  the    Minister  of  Mmes 


does  or  does  not  consider  the  Mines  Committee 
appointed  by  this  House  capable  of  dealing  with 
the  mining  regulations?"  The  only  answer 
he  could  give  to  that  question  was  that  the 
Minister  of  Mines  considered  the  Mines  Com- 
mittee to  be  the  most  practical  Committee 
of  any  Committee  of  that  House  in  regard 
to  dealing  with  mining  questions.  Thirdly, 
"  If  he  considers  them  not  capable,  why  have 
the  said  mining  regulations  bsen  referred  to 
that  Committee  for  consideration  ?'*  He  could 
only  answer  that  by  saying  that  it  did  not 
matter  what  the  Minister  thought  about  the 
Mines  Committee.  The  Mining  Act  distinctly 
said  that  the  Minister  of  Mines  must  place  the 
regulations  on  the  table,  and  have  them  referred 
to  the  Mines  Committee.  In  complieince  with 
the  Act  he  had  done  this. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said,  perhaps  the  Minister 
would  say  if  anybody  had  advised  the  Minister 
about  the  matter. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said  the  officers  of  the 
department  all  over  the  colony  advised  the 
Minister  on  these  matters,  and  there  had  been 
officers  of  the  department  in  Wellington  more 
than  once  in  reference  to  the  mining  laws.  On 
the  Goldfields  Committee  he  would  give  the 
honourable  gentleman  the  whole  history  of 
these  regulations  if  he  so  desired. 

RETURNING   OFFICERS'   PAYMENT. 

Mr.  McNAB  (Mataura)  asked  the  Colonial  Se- 
cretary, If  his  attention  has  bean  called  by  any 
of  the  Returning  Officers  to  the  delay  and  loss 
of  time  which  the  system  of  payment  for  their 
services  involves ;  if  not,  will  he  cause  inquiries 
to  be  made,  and  if  it  is  the  case  that  the  system 
cause?  dissatisfaction  and  brings  about  delay, 
will  he  take  steps  to  have  these  objectionable 
features  removed? 

Mr.  CARROLL  (Colonial  Secretary)  said  that 
no  such  representations  appeared  to  have  been 
made  as  suggested  by  the  honourable  member's 
question.  The  cases  of  delay  and  loss  of  time 
caused  by  the  system  objected  to  in  connection 
with  the  last  election  must  have  been  very  few. 
However,  he  knew  nothing  of  them.  But  the 
Returning  Officers  would  be  asked  if  they  could 
suggest  amendments  before  the  next  general 
election,  and  in  any  case  the  representations 
made  by  Returning  Officers  would  be  duly  con- 
sidered. From  his  own  special  inquiries  he 
found  that  in  no  case  had  representations  been 
made  of  the  nature  indicated  by  the  question. 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  ACT. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston)  asked  the  Gtc 
vemment.  Whether  the  Government  have  any 
intention  of  introducing  an  amendment  this 
session  of  the  Old-age  Pensions  Act,  in  the 
direction  suggested  by  the  Minister  for  Publio 
Works  on  the  public  platform — namely,  making 
the  pensions  universal  ? 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  the  honourable  gentleman,  in 
putting  this  question,  must  have  known  that 
there  were  other  suggestions  made  by  him — for 
instance,  that  the  term  of  residence  in  the 
colony  should,  in  his  (Mr.  Hall- Jones's)  opinion. 
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be  reduced  to  twenty  yeejrs,  uid  that  the 
MDooDt  of  the  pension  shonld  be  increased  to 
10s.  per  we«k.  Then — bat  not  until  this  bad 
been  done— i!  these  amendments  were  made, 
the  pension  might  be  made  nniTersal.  Seeing 
they  had  not  yet  altered  the  term  of  residenoe 
in  the  colony,  nor  had  they  raised  the  pension 
to  10s.  per  week,  he  did  not  expect  there  would 
be  a  Bill  before  the  House  this  session  to  make 
the  pension  onlTersal. 

LAKD  FOR  SETTLEMENTS  BILL. 

V  nn         ^  ^^^  order  for  the  second  reading 

^'^'    of  this  Bill  being  celled  on. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  said. 
Might  I  suggest  that,  as  this  Bill  was  circulated 
only  yesteiday  afternoon,  honourable  members 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  reading  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— I  think  I  shall  be 
able  to  show  the  honourable  member  that,  in 
respect  to  the  measure  itself,  it  is  principally 
of  a  technical  character,  to  remove  difficulties ; 
and,  as  regards  ihe  policy  pact  of  it,  1  think  we 
are  all  agreed. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— We  have  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  seeins  whether  that  is  so. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— 1  was  in  doubt  as  to  whether 
it  should  not  be  referred  to  a  Committee.  I  do 
not  wish  to  force  unduly  the  situation.  I  think 
honourable  members  might  perhaps  hear  what 
I  have  to  say  on  the  Bill, 'and  we  can  then 
decide  as  to  the  course  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea).— And  then 
adjourn  the  debate  on  it  ? 

Mr.  PIRaNI  (Palmerstou).— I  suggest  the 
Premier  take  the  Committees  to-night,  if  he  is 
not  ready  with  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  ready  with  the  Bill, 
and  i»ill  go  on  with  it. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.  — Formulate  your 
charge. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  think  we  shall  hear 
any  more  charges  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Patea.  They  are  easilv  fabricated  and  for- 
mulated, but  it  is  a  difficult  thing  to  prove 
them.  I  deeire,  Mr.  Speaker,  first  of  all,  to 
inform  the  House  that  the  working  of  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act  and  that  class  of  legisla- 
tion has  been  of  a  mo4t  satisfactory  character. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  one  here  who  will 
dispute  that  assertion ;  and,  if  I  am  to  iadge 
from  the  speeches  that  have  been  made  by 
those  who  were  opposed  to  this  legislation  at 
its  inception,  they  have  now  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  we  were  justified  in  passing  it,  and 
they  are  pledged  to  support  and  to  maintain 
it  on  the  statute-book.  In  the  first  place,  the 
provision  that  has  been  made  in  having  the 
Land  Purchase  Board,  and  the  precautionary 
measures  that  were  taken  by  the  Legislature  to 
work  within  safeguards,  have  proved  conclu- 
sively  

Captain  RUSSELL.— What  safeguards  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Safeguards  in  respect,  first, 
that  there  should  be  a  necessity  in  the  district 
for  f^rnt-clasB  land ;  secondly,  that  the  land  is 
suitable  for  tbid  class  of  settlements;  and, 
thirdly,  that  the  Board  should  have  the  abso- 
lute power  of  determining  the  value  of  the  land. 

Ifr.  Hall-Jonss 


Now  I  say — and  I  say  it  without  feer  of  eoeti^ 
diction — that  it  is  proved,  first,  that  the  estskt 
taken  have  been  in  localities  where  dose  settle- 
ment was  desirable ;  secondly,  that  the  land 
was  suitable ;  and,  thirdly,  that  excessive  whui 
have  not  been  paid  therefor.  I  make  tbatitiis- 
ment.  Sir,  after  having  carefuUj  surveyed  tin 
situation,  and  being  cognisant  with  everj 
detail  in  connection  with  the  selectioDi  thst 
have  been  made,  the  prices  paid,  and  the 
localities  in  which  the  lands  have  been  pur- 
chased. I  am  bound  to  tell  the  Hoase  lod 
the  country  that  our  investments  in  liod 
have  been  satisfactory,  and  that  those  who 
are  upon  the  land  are  satisfied  as  to  the 
conditions  that  have  been  imposed  sod  the 
privileges  which  have  been  given  to  them  •• 
occupants.  In  the  working  of  legislation  Boeh 
as  this  there  will  naturally  arise  a  neoemt^ 
for  amendment,  as  provided  for  in  this  Bill— 
there  has  been  found  necessity  for  extensioB. 

An.  Hon.  Mkmbsb. — Extension  of  what? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Extenidon  of  operations.  As 
honourable  members  will  recollect,  the  appliot> 
tion  of  the  Act  was  limited  within  oertais 
areas.  It  was  excluded  from  operation  within 
certain  boroughs  and  within  five  miles  of  these 
boroughs ;  that  is,  as  to  the  compulsory  takinf 
of  land  a  limit  was  fixed,  after  consideiahle 
discussion,  so  as  to  exclude  boroughs ;  and  the 
Act  is  further  limited  as  to  time  and  open- 
tions.  Very  well ;  it  has  now  been  proved  thit 
we  may  with  safety  extend  the  time  of  the 
operation  of  the  Aot.  That,  of  oourse,  is  eoo- 
tained  in  the  2nd  clause  of  the  Bill  now  hefoie 
us,  which  is  as  follows : — 

**  2.  For  the  purpose  of  oontinuing  in  font 
the  princioal  Aot  and  its  amendments  until 
after  the  cloee  of  the  first  session  of  the  not 
ensuing  Parliament,  seetion  two  of  *  The  land 
for  Settlements  Act  Amendment  Aot,  1897,' is 
hereby  amended  by  substituting  the  woxdi 
'expiration  of  the  fourteenth  day  after  the 
dose  of  the  first  session  of  the  next-ensning 
Parliament,'  in  lien  of  the  words  'thirtj-fint 
day  of  Mwroh,  one  thoussuid  nine  bundled,' 
wherever  those  words  occur  in  that  section." 

Mr.  PIRANI.— If  Parliament  meets  in  Jasn- 
ary  that  will  curtail  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  do  not  know  that  it  it 
ever  likely  to  be  left — and  it  will  be  a  eonydaj 
for  this  colony  if  it  ever  is  left — to  the  faonooi- 
able  member  for  Palmerston  to  decide  when 
Parliament  meets.  I  do  not  think  thateofi- 
tmgency  is  likely  to  arise.  It  may,  of  coons; 
and  hogs  might  fiy,  but  they  are  not  likely  ts 
take  wings.  I  do  not  know  whether — being  of 
a  nervous  temperament — these  inteimptiaBi 
are  intended  to  throw  me  off  the  thread  of  wj 
discourse,  but  they  are  very  unseemly,  and  Ii& 
sure  the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston  k 
the  meet  unseemly  in  respect  of  these  iDtemzp- 
tions  of  any  member  of  the  House.  It  is  clear 
that,  as  far  as  the  existing  Act  is  concerned,  «• 
should  make  provision  as  we  have  done  in  see- 
tion 2,  and  I  anticipate  there  will  be  no  objec- 
tion to  extending  the  time  to  the  fourteenth 
day  iJter  the  close  of  the  first  session  of  the 
next  ensuing  Parliament,  and  striking  oat  the 


1899.] 


Land  for 


[HOU8B.) 


Seitl&mmU  BilL 


441 


words  now  found  in  the  Bill—"  the  thirty-flni 
day  of  March,  one  thoQBftnd  nine  hundred."  I 
think  we  should  fix  (he  time  now.  It  is 
material  that  we  should  do  so,  beoaase  I  shall 
show  members  thac  negotiations  are  now  in 
progress  for  purchasing  land,  and  it  is  essential 
that  these  negotiations,  which  are  strongly 
recommended  by  the  Land  Purchase  Board, 
shooid  be  taken  into  consideration ;  because 
if  we  fix  ao  arbitrary  date,  »uch  as  the  Slst 
March  next,  everything  m^ght  be  cut  short, 
according  to  the  Act  as  it  now  stands,  and  we 
should  lose  the  right  of  purchase,  although  we 
are  now  on  the  eve  of  concluding  a  satisfactory 
purchase. 
An  Hon.  Msmbkb. — Gall  Parliament  earlier. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— l^es;  but  you  cannot  call  it 
before  the  Slst  March.  Under  existing  circum- 
itanoes.  Parliament  mui^t  me«t  at  the  end  of 
the  financial  year,  and  I  therefore  say  the  Slst 
March  would  be  a  mistake.  It  was.  no  doubt, 
contemplated  by  the  Minister  of  Lands  that  in 
the  last  session  of  the  Parliament  it  would  not 
matter ;  but,  at  all  events,  I  think  1  have  given 
good  and  satisfactory  grounds  on  which  to  ask 
the  House  to  extend  the  time  to  the  period 
mentioned  in  the  section.  Section  8  is  as  fol- 
lows:— 

"Section  three  of    *The  Land    for   Settle- 
ments Act  Amendment  Act,  1897,'  is  hereby 
emended   by    inserting    the    words    *  twenty- 
three' next  after  the  words  *  twenty-two.'" 
And  section  4  reads, — 

"In  order  to  remove  technical  difficulties 
in  the  disposal  of  claims  for  compensation, 
whether  now  pending  or  hereafter  arising,  in 
zespect  of  land  taken  or  proposed  to  be  taken 
QDcer  the  principal  Act,  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion sixty  of  *  The  Public  Works  Act,  1894,' 
in  BO  far  as  they  relate  to  Assessors,  shall 
extend  and  apply  and  be  deemed  to  have  at  all 
times  extended  and  applied  to  the  case  of  an 
Assessor  who  resigns  or  refuses  to  act." 

Probably  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  will 
tell  us  he  knows  more  about  this  than  I  do ; 
hot  we  will  leave  that  open  to  question.  At 
any  rate,  the  necessity  has  arisen  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Act  in  this  respect,  inasmuch 
ai  an  Assessor  who  had  been  appointed  has 
notified  that  he  would  not  act— in  other  words, 
be  has  resigned. 
An  Hon.  Msmbbb. — Make  him  act. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
tells  me  we  should  make  him  act,  but  I  say  we 
oaanot  compel  him  to  act.  You  may  take  a 
horse  to  the  water,  but  to  try  to  make  him 
drink  would  be  like  trying  to  force  an  Assessor 
to  act  when  he  resigns,  and  gives  reasons  for 
iMigning,  and  absolutely  declines  to  act. 
k,  An  Hon.  Mbmbkb.— What  were  the  reasons  ? 
Mr.  8EDD0N. — They  were  good  reasons; 
u^  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  knows  more 
^ut  it  than  I  do,  and  probably  he  will  give 
tbe  reasons.  The  position,  perhaps,  is  unique, 
uid  I  hope  members  will  look  at  the  position 
from  this  standpoint :  that  it  is  a  situation 
that  was  not  contemplated  by  the  original 
Act  It  was  contemplated  that  if  an  Assessor 
vas  appointed  he  would  of  course  act,  and 


complete  the  transaction.  The  position,  how- 
ever, was  contemplated  when  the  Public  Worka 
Aot  was  passed ;  but,  as  there  is  no  provision  in 
the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  successor,  or  for  dealing  with  a 
fiituation  such  as  has  arisen,  we  are  bound  to 
remove  that  difficulty  in  the  way  we  have 
suggested — by  the  adoption  practically  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Works  Act.  I  shall 
not  go  into  the  question  of  policy.  The  ques- 
tion now  is  purely  a  practical  difficulty  that 
has  arisen,  and  we  must  meet  it. 

An  Hon.  Msmbeb. — It  never  ought  to  have- 
arisen. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— It  never  should  have  arisen, 
I  admit,  but  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Legislature 
to  make  provision  for  these  cases  when  they 
arise.  Of  course,  aU  experimental  legislation 
will  prove  to  be  defective  in  detail,  no  matter  how- 
cart  ful  you  may  be.  I  am  not  going  to  throw 
the  blame  on  members  opposite,  nor  do  I  think 
there  is  any  blame  attachable  to  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  a  situation  that  none  of  us  ex- 
pected would  arise.  It  has  arisen,  however^ 
and  I  only  reasonably  ask  the  House  to  make 
the  provision  contained  in  this  clause.  It  is  a 
case  in  which  an  Assessor,  for  reasons  whioh  to 
him  are  satisfactory,  resigns,  and  declines  to 
act.  Under  these  circumstances,  if  you  force 
a  man  to  be  an  Assessor,  it  would  be,  to  my 
mind,  doing  a  wrong  to  the  individual  and  a 
wrong  to  the  colony ;  jet  I  am  advised  that^ 
unless  by  arrange  ment,  the  other  party  might 
say  they  would  not  go  on  with  the  proceedings. 
As  to  section  5,  it  must  be  in  the  minds  of 
honourable  gentlemen  that  there  was  a  doubt 
as  to  the  interpretation  of  "full  compensa- 
tion." Speaking  from  memory,  I  think  the 
then  member  for  Wellington  (Mr.  H.  D.  Bell) 
was  in  some  way  favourable  to  it ;  at  any  rate,, 
there  was  considerable  debate  on  the  question^ 
and  its  full  significance  was  not  known  uatii 
the  question  of  the  compensation  of  the  Hatuma. 
Estate  came  before  the  Chief  Justice  and  his 
Assessors.  When  the  Chief  Justice  and  Asses- 
sors sat,  the  matter  was  referred  by  the  Chief 
Justice  to  the  Bench,  and  the  Bench  gave  a 
decision  then ;  and  when  Mr.  Justice  Edwarda 
and  the  Assessors  next  sat,  there  was  a  conten- 
tion on  the  one  side,  or  an  interpretation  glven^. 
whioh  seemed  to  me  altogether  unreasonable,, 
and  the  case  was  again  sent  back  by  Mr.  Justice 
Edwards  to  the  Bench  for  an  interpretation  of 
an  interpretation.  Well,  that  was  the  situa- 
tion ;  and  the  second  interpretation,  certainly 
so  far  as  the  colony  is  oonoerned,  improved  the 
position.  If  the  first  interpretation  or  conten- 
tion had  held  good  I  should  have  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  telling  the  House  and  the  country 
that  we  should  not  further  proceed  with  the 
compulsory  taking  of  land  under  the  law  as  it 
stands,  because  it  simply  meant  paying  for 
sentimental  values,  and  that  is  certainly 
against  what  the  Legislature  intended.  That 
was  the  position.  This  clause,  I  may  say,  is. 
not  intended  to  be  retroactive. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — But  it  is  so. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— It  is  not   intended  to  be 
retroactive. 
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An  Hon.  Mexbcb. — You  do  not  say  it  is  not. 
Mr.  SEDDON. — I  am  quite  prepi^ed  to  make 
it  clear  if  it  is  not  so.  Whatever  cases  are 
pendiog  moEt  be  determined  by  the  law  as  it 
now  stands.  I  say  to  honourable  members  it 
shall  not  be  retroactive,  and  if  it  does  not  say 
so  now  I  am  quite  prepared  to  make  it  say  so. 
The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  I  am  still  of  opinion 
that  the  Hatuma  question  will  be  settled  before 
this  Bill  becomes  law.  That  is  my  idea.  At 
all  events,  if  members  are  doubtful  of  this,  when 
the  Bill  gets  into  Committee,  I  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  have  it  made  definite.  What  I  now 
state  to  members  is  that  it  is  not  intended  to 
be,  nor  shall  it  be,  made  retroactive.  I  leave 
sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  which  I  have  said  are 
of  a  technical  character,  and  I  come  to  the 
policy  portion  of  the  Bill.  If  members  will 
read  section  6  they  will  find,  on  reference  to 
the  amending  Act  of  1897,  (hat  we  propose  to 
repeal  section  8,  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  sub- 
stitute the  following: — 

'*  It  is  hereby  declared  that,  for  the  purposes 
of  providing  workmen's  homes  or  workmen's 
villages,  land  may  be  purchased  or  oompuisorily 
taken  within  a  borough  or  town  district,  or 
within  five  miles  of  the  boundary  thereof, 
subject,  however,  to  the  following  special  pro- 
visions in  every  case  where  the  Minister's 
requisition  states  that  the  land  is  intended  to 
be  compulsorily  taken  for  any  of  the  purposes 
aforeflaid : — 

**  (1.)  Not  more  than  one  hundred  acres  shall 
be  so  taken  in  any  one  year  within 
any  one  borough  or  town  district,  or 
within  five  miles  of  the  bocmdary 
thereof. 
*'  (2.)  Sections  seven  and  eight  of  the  prin- 
cipal Act  shall  not  apply. 
^'(8.)  The  owner  shall  have  the  right  to 
retain,  out  of  the  land  proposed  to  be 
so  taken,  the  area  (if  any)  constituting 
the  site  on  which  his  dwelling-house 
is  erected,  together  with  the  garden 
and  grounds  surrounding  the  same, 
not  exceeding  in  the  whole  an  area  of 
five  acres : 

*<  Provided    that  he    asserts   such 
right    in    his    claim   under   section 
twelve  of  the  principal  Act,  and  speci- 
fies in  the  claim  the  area,  situation, 
and  boundaries  of  the  land  in  respect 
of  which  the  right  is  asserted." 
Now,  I  say,  this  is  practically  the  crux  of  the 
3111 — at  least,  this  is  the  extension.   The  exten- 
sion, of  course,  is  necessary,  and,  I  say,  if  we 
are  to   meet  the  requirements  of  our  urban 
population  we  must   extend  the  Act  in  the 
•direction  indicated  by  this  clause.    I  know  of 
some  boroughs  where  they  have  taken  advan- 
tage of    the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  and 
the  area  is  the  maximum  limit  allowed  by  law, 
and  there  are  large  farms  within  that  area,  and 
yet,  as  the  law  now  stands,  although  we  require 
this  land  for  the  purposes  of  workmen's  homes 
we   are    unable   to  touch   it.     I  know    that 
within  a  few  miles  of  Wellington,  where  we 
have  run  workmen's  trains  at  a  loss,  there  is 
land  within  a  borough  fully  suitable  and  re- 


quired for  the  purpose  mentioned;  and  yeti 
unless  we  pay  a  fabulous  price,  we  caaoot 
obtain  that  land,  and  have  no  right  to  esU 
upon  the  owner  to  dispoee  of  the  lasd 
for  that  purpose.  If  we  admit  that  the 
principle  is  good  that  you  shall  have  power 
to  purchase  land  for  workmen's  homes,  and 
thus  do  away  with  slums  in  large  eentres, 
then  it  naturally  follows,  to  be  consistent,  you 
should  give  power  to  the  Governnaent  to  take 
land  for  these  purposes.  If  it  is  intended  it 
shall  only  be  a  sham,  and  that  you  can  oalj 
get  the  land  by  voluntary  sale,  then  you  nu 
the  risk  of  having  to  pay  an  excessive  price  for 
the  land.  If  you  pay  an  excessive  price  for  tka 
land  the  workmen  who  take  it  up  will  have  for 
all  time  to  pay  excessive  rents.  That  is  the 
natural  order  of  sequence.  When  the  limit 
outside  urban  properties  or  boroughs  was  fixed 
at  five  miles  I  know  what  was  m  the  mi&ds 
of  honourable  members,  and  I  am  not  goiog 
to  say  that  members  were  wrong  in  the  oon- 
cluflions  they  arrived  at.  The  legislation  nti 
experimental.  We  know,  of  course,  that,  in 
respect  to  suburban  properties,  syndicates  sad 
other  people  buy  up  properties  for  the  purpoM 
of  making  large  sums  of  money. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— Or  losing  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — Yes,  or  losing  it.  Bnt  I 
think  if  you  take  them  on  the  whole  tkey 
generally  make  money.  ThaC,  at  all  efenti, 
has  been  so  as  far  as  I  have  gathered  from  thoH 
who  have  so  invested. 

An  Hon.  Membsb. — You  never  heaf  of  tbois 
who  lose. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Well,  there  are  so  many  el 
those  who  win  that  I  suppose  those  who  lost 
have  been  perhaps  compensated  if  they  bait 
been  in  more  than  one  speculation  of  the  kisd. 
I  think  we  may  take  it  at  that.  At  all  events, 
after  a  trial  for  the  period  which  has  elapsed 
since  the  passing  of  the  amending  Act,  ths 
Government  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  vitk 
the  Land  Purchase  Board,  that  we  have  beea 
so  successful  with  the  purchases  made  that 
we  can  safely  extend  the  principle.  And  I 
will  give  you  the  reason  why,  and  it  is  a 
very  cogent  reason.  In  the  purchase  of  pio- 
perties  outside  the  limit  we  are  forcing  work- 
men to  take  up  land,  and  there  is  no  meass 
of  communication,  either  by  rail  or  tramway; 

gQ  and  there  is  a  risk  in  forcing  the  Qofers- 
ment  outside  those  limits,  and  in  aeq1u^ 
ing  properties  which  do  not  meet  the  leqoirs- 
ments  of  the  workers.  That  is  the  dax^. 
Why,  if  you  can  get  a  property  within  a  borough, 
should  you  not  be  m  a  position  to  take  it? 
Why  should  you  be  forced  five  miles  outside  bs- 
fore  bringing  the  compulsory  powers  intoopeia* 
tion  ?  Now,  there  are  oases  within  the  Imov- 
ledge  of  the  Government,  as  there  are  easel 
within  the  knowledge  of  honourable  membeOi 
which  warrant  us  in  asking  for  these  powen. 
I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the 
cities ;  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  workers ;  it 
is  in  the  interests  of  our  railway  system ;  sad 
it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  colony  geneiaZ^ 
that  the  extended  power  should  be  given. 
I   shall   listen,    Sir,   with  pleasure  to  those 
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who  oppoaa  this  measure;  and  it  will  be  for 
them,  when  called  upon,  to  prove  to  me  that 
the  present  law  should   be  maintained,  and 
to  point  to  cironmstanoes  which  would  bear 
out  their  contention.    But,  as  I  say,  I  know 
of  no  such  ciroamstanoes  as  would  warrant 
08  in  maintaining  that  attitude.     Sir,  taking 
the  opinions  expressed  in  the  Press,   taking 
what  has  been  said  by  honourable  members — 
not  those  alone  representing  large  centres,  but 
those   also  who  represent  country  districts— 
we  find  there  is  a  large  consensus  of  opinion 
that  an  extension  is  warranted  and  that  power 
should  be  given  as  provided  by  this   section. 
The  area  which  we  propose  to  take  under  sub- 
eeotion  (1)  is  not  unreasonable— 100  acres  with- 
in a  borough    or  town  district.    That  would 
exhaust  the  power  to  takecompulsorily.   Know- 
ing some  of  the  boroughs,  and  the  area  of  land 
included    within    those    boroughs,    this    100- 
acre   limit  is   too   small.    That,    Sir,   is   my 
opinion.    But,  rather  than  lose  or  jeopardize 
tne  passing  of  this  clause  and  the  power  herein 
provided,  we  thought  we  should  be  modest  in 
our  demands,  leaving  it  for  extension  hereafter 
if  thought  necessary.    Then,  with  regard  to  the 
owner,  we  have  limited  the  area  which  he  may 
keep  within  a  borough  to  five  acres.    It  will,  of 
course,  be  a  matter  for  Committee  to  consider 
whether  cases  have  been  shown  in  which  there 
ought  to  be  an  extension,  and  I  shall  be  only 
too  pleased  to  meet  any  contentions  under  that 
head  reasonably  when  we  are  in  Committee.    I 
may  say  we  have  received  reports  from  the 
Land  Purohase    Board    in   respect    to  lands 
wbioh  have  been  pointed  out  to  them  as  suit- 
able for  settlement  under  the  workmen's  homes 
conditions;  and  there  can'  be  no  doubt  that 
the  whole  thing  points  to  the  necessity  for  the 
pMsing  of  this  measure,  and  also  that  there 
ought  to  be  every  facility  in  respect  of  railway 
oommnnioation.  Practically  our  railway  system 
and  our  workmen's  homes  system  must  work 
baod-in-hand    for  the  common  weal ;   and  I 
can  tell  the  House  here  that  our  Minister  for 
Bailways  and  our  railway  authorities  generally 
leeognise  that  fact,  and  they  are  quite  pre- 
pared, so  far  as  the  lines  in  their  power  are 
ooncemed,tohelp  in  bringing  about Jthat  which 
I  believe  to  be  for  the  good  of  our  colony. 
Although  we  are  a  young  colony,  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  in  some  of  our  larger  centres  the 
lates  paid  by  workmen  for  their  homes  are 
exorbitant.     The  class  of   the  homes  them- 
selves, the  huddling  together  of  both  sexes  and 
of  more   than  one  family  in  some  of  these 
cottages,  all  point  to  deterioration^a  deplor- 
able conditions  of  things,  because  they  lead  to 
hnmorality. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Wellington  is  the  worst 
(lace  in  the  colony  in  that  respect. 

Hr.  SEDDON. — I  tay,  unless  you  pass  this 
^tyou  cannot  alter  or  improve  the  condition 
of  Wellington. 
,  An  Hon.  Mbmbkb.— You  have  power  to  take 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No;  I  assure  the  honour- 
able  member  that  the  resthotions  and  limits 
ve  sach  that  we  find  onnelvea  paralysed  in  ouz 


attempts  to  remove  the  unfortunate  condition 
of  affairs  tbat  exists  in  this  City  of  Wellington. 
There  is  land  at  the  Hutt,  and  wit  bin  reason- 
able distance  of  this  city,  and  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  the  power  we  are  asking  under  this 
clause  we  could  remove  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  MONK. — You  will  not  run  your  trains 
cheaply  enough  to  go  to  the  Hutt. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  workmen's  trains  are 
run  at  very  low  rates ;  and  you  must  not  forget 
that  the  numbers  of  people  making  use  of  the 
trains  help  to  reduce  the  fares.  If  you  are 
carrying  only  a  small  number,  then,  naturally, 
your  fares  are  higher.  Increase  the  number, 
and  it  will  assist  the  Government  to  grant  the 
facilities  pointed  out  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waitemata.  As  I  have  said,  we  have 
taken  up  land  under  the  existing  law.  One 
area  of  land  has  been  taken  up  outside  Christ- 
church,  which  has  not  turned  out  so  successfully 
as  I  could  wish,  because  of  its  location,  and  so 
forth.  But  I  refer  to  the  Hutt  Borough.  Now, 
there  is  land  within  the  limits,  but  we  could 
not  take  it. 

An  Hon.  Membsb. — Because  of  the  prioe  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes ;  that  and  the  owner's 
refusal  to  sell ;  but  people  know  you  cannot 
take  oompulsorily — and  tbis  is  the  point  I  am 
arguing  for — and  there  is  pressure  brought  to 
bear.  There  is  a  demand  for  land  for  this  pur- 
pose. The  owners  know  you  cannot  take  the 
land  that  is  most  suitable,  and  those  who  hold 
land  outside  ofier  the  land  at  a  price,  and  you 
take  it  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Land 
Purohase  Board ;  but  if  you  had  an  unrestricted 
option  you  would  never  touch  tbat  land,  but 
would  simply  use  your  compulsory  powers,  and 
would  put  the  working-men  where  they  ought 
to  be  put.  Now,  that  is  the  difference  between 
the  two  situations.  I  am  not  going  to  say  the 
Land  Purohase  Board  has  failed  in  its  duty, 
and  I  am  not  going  to  say  it  has  entailed  any 
loss  on  the  colony.  But  I  say  you  are  forcing 
working-men  long  distances  away.  You  are 
settling  them  under  conditions  less  favourable 
than  would  obtain  if  you  had  this  compulsory 
power.  Tbat  is  what  I  wish  to  impress  upon 
honourable  members.  Take  the  Auckland  Dis- 
trict, and  in  this  respect  the  Government  have 
been  carefully  going  into  the  position.  We 
had  a  report  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Land 
Purchase  Board,  Mr.  McKerrow. 

An  Hon.  Mkicbkb. — Will  you  lay  that  report 
upon  the  table  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Before  we  can  do  that  we 
must  settle  one  or  two  questions  of  polioy; 
and,  without  disclosing  State  secrets,  I  may 
say  that  the  finance  of  the  oolong  is  involvea 
in  this.  One  of  the  conditions  is  that  every 
working-man  is  to  have  an  advance  of  £100. 
Well,  now,  that  is  a  big  order. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — It  is  too  much. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  one  of  the  questions 
we  are  asked  to  settle  before  we  can  get  a 
definite  recommendation  from  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Board.  And  the  next  question  is  that, 
irrespeotive  of  distance,  we  should  give  every 
man  who  travels  by  these  trains  an  annual 
Uoket  for  £5. 
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Mr.  BOLLARD. —Not  iriespectiTe  of  dis- 
tanoe. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.->Well,  as  regards  the  parti- 
enlar  locaHties  that  were  mentioned ;  and  I 
was  not  supposed  to  know,  at  all  events,  but 
the  honourable  member  for  Eden  seems  to 
know  as  much  about  this,  and  more,  than  I  do. 
Whether  he  has  prepared  the  report,  or  whether 
he  has  been  famished  with  a  copy  of  it,  it  is 
not  for  me  to  say  ;  bnt  when  he  comes  to  tell 
me  that  this  £5  for  an  annual  ticket  on  onr 
railways  is  limited,  then  I  should  like  to  know 
how  he  obtains  his  information. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbkb. — Perhaps  he  was  mis- 
taken for  you. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Ah  1  that  explains  the  thing. 
The  honourable  member  has  been  taken  for 
my  double.  Some  one,  thinking  he  was  speak- 
ing to  me,  in  disclosing  this  policy  question,  has 
told  the  honourable  gentleman.  Now  I  under- 
stand how  the  honourable  gentleman  has  come 
to  know  about  it.  I  am  afraid  some  one  has 
been  talking  to  him.  At  all  events,  we  will 
say  that  suggestions  have  been  made  to  this 
effect.  Now,  the  Government,  I  may  say  at 
once,  are  not  prepared  to  advance  £100.  We 
are  not  prepared  to  do  that.  We  have  not  the 
money  to  do  it  wi^h. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — ^You  advance  to  fazmezs; 
why  not  to  workmen  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON. -> We  do  not  advance  £100  on 
each  farm. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbkb.— Ton  advance  a  great 
deal  more. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— When  we  have  got  security 
for  it.  But  in  this  case  you  take  money  out 
of  the  public  coffers,  and  you  buy  the  land, 
and  you  say  to  every  man,  "  Here  is  £100  for 
you,'*  and  you  take  security  on — what?  On 
your  own  land.    Who  is  to  get  the  offer  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Will  you  offer  it  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Houfle  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  believe  if  we  did  they 
would  take  advantage  of  it,  because  there  are 
very  few  good  things  they  would  not  take 
advantage  of.  However,  taking  the  conditions 
we  now  advance  upon,  I  am  quite  of  opinion 
that  an  advance  should  be  made  upon  that.  I 
think  we  should  certainly  advance  upon  the 
present  conditions ;  but  to  go  to  the  length  to 
which  suggestion  has  been  made,  I  do  not  see 
our  way  to  do  it.  At  the  same  time,  speaking 
for  the  Minister  for  Railways,  I  may  say  that 
he  is  most  anxious  and  most  willing,  as  far  as 
he  can,  to  expedite,  to  assist,  and  to  encourage 
these  workmen's  homes  by  bringing  down  our 
railway  charges  to  a  rea^^onable  limit. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — There  is  plenty  of  room 
for  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Very  well ;  of  course,  I  am 
speaking  now  the  mind  of  the  Minister.  But, 
at  any  rate,  leaving  outside  the  question  of 
limiting  the  amount  of  advance  —  leaving  out- 
side the  question  of  rail  way- fares — the  Legis- 
lature must  first  of  all,  if  it  is  to  be  operative 
at  all,  make  these  conditions  a  secondary  con- 
sideration—most first  of  all  decide  as  to  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Aot  for  this  compulsory  taking. 
I  advise  this  House  to  grant  that  extension.    If 


there  are  other*  safeguards  in  respect  to  nrbsB 
and  suburban  properties,  and  these  suggeitioaB 
are  made  to  me,  being  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony  and. safeguarding  the  colony,  I  shall  bs 
most  happy  to  receive  these  suggestions,  and  la 
give  them  our  most  favourable  cons  dieratioa. 
But  what  I  do  say  and  impress  upon  honooraUt 
n^embers  is  that,  as  the  law  now  stands  wa 
fhad,  if  we  are  to  meet  this  partioular  situation, 
there  must  be  an  extension,  and  I  ask  thsHoosi 
to  grant  it.     I  beg  to  move  the  second  reading. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay).-Sir.  I 
think  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  baa  done  lbs 
House  an  injustice  in  asking  it  to  debate  tka 
second  reading  of  this  Bill  to-oight.  As  I  hafa 
endeavoured  to  point  out,  the  BiU  was  only 
circulated  yesterday,  and  we  have  not  bad 
time  to  study  it  and  to  compare  it  wirh  thi 
Public  Works  Acts  of  18^  and  1894,  and  wUh 
the  Land  for  Setdements  Aots  of  1894,  1898, 
and  1897.  In  order  to  be  able  to  do  justioe  to 
the  Bill  one  ought  to  have  had  ample  oppor- 
tunity to  study  the  whole  of  its  provisions,  and 
see  how  far  it  varies  from  and  would  extend 
the  measures  that  we  have  aireadv  placed  oa 
the  statute-book.  Then,  I  think  the  Bill  Has  not 
been  done  justice  to  by  the  right  honouzaUft 
gentleman.  He  dwelt  on  the  laat  aeetion  of 
the  Bill,  and  he  told  us  that  all  the  other  «e^ 
tions  in  it  were  only  technical.  To  use  his  on 
words,  he  said  the  Ist,  Snd,  8rd,  4tb,  and  5lh 
clauses  were  only  technical,  and  that  the  poliej 
was  only  involved  in  the  last  section,  sectMs  &  , 
I  might  begin  by  saying  that  there  is  really 
no  new  policy  in  section  6;  and  although  tbt 
Right  Hon.  the  Premi<>r  told  us  that.  sgiMs% 
generally  of  the  acquisition  of  land  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  large  cities,  and  ref«nq( 
more  particularly  to  the  City  of  WellirgtaBi 
it  was  impossible  to  aoquire  land  under  the 
present  Act,  yet  he  seemed  altogether  to  foigel 
the  eighth  clause  of  the  Land  for  Settlemeets 
Act  of  1897,  which  gives  power  to  compuUodly 
aoquire  land  within  five  miles  of  any  of  Mm 
cities  of  Auckland,  Wellington,  Christehoieb, 
or  Dunedin,  in  areas  of  not  more  than  oos 
hundred  acres  in  each  year  in  each  of  th^to 
places,  and  therefore  the  power  that  be  daimi 
is  not  an  entirely  new  departure  in  policy. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Hutt  happens  to  be 
nine  miles. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Very  likely  the  Hott 
may  be,  but  the  Hutt  is  not  the  only  plMt 
where  land  may  be  obtained.  Land  may  be 
obtained  in  all  sorts  of  places  within  a  radiu 
of  five  miles  of  Well  ington.  That  it  cannot  be  so- 
quired  possibly  on  the  line  of  railway  within  five 
miles  of  Wellington  may  be  the  ease,  althoogb 
even  then  there  are  large  areas  of  land  per* 
fectly  suitable  for  the  purpose  which  can  be 
obtained  within  a  distance  of  five  miles  of  the 
City  of  Wellington.  But,  Sir,  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Premier  commenced  by  saying  that  tbeie 
was  a  general  consensus  of  opinion  as  to  the 
necessity  for  passing  a  Land  for  Settlements 
Act.  Well,  Sir,  I  have  argued  before,  and  on 
many  occasions,  that  the  proper  principle  of 
colonisation  is  rather  by  the  rolling  and  aettle* 
ment  of  the  waste  lands  of  the  down,  and  tba 
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pozohase  of  land  from  those  peraons  willing 
to  sell  it,  before  the  oompulaory  aoquisition  of 
Und  is  enforced.  I  have  stated  that  openly, 
and  have  not  the  least  hesitation  in  re- 
peating a  statement  I  have  made.  The  fact 
remains,  as  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  knows, 
that  there  are  areas  amounting  to  nearly 
two  millions  of  acres  of  Native  land  acqoired 
by  the  Gk>vernment,  which  land  is  lying  in  a 
state  of  nature,  in  the  same  unproductive  state 
IS  when  the  Government  purchased  it.  And 
whilst  they  have  expended  over  half-a-miUion 
of  money  in  the  aoqnisition  of  that  land,  and 
though  they  have  two  millions  of  acres  of  land 
in  their  possession  at  the  present  time  an- 
settled  of  that  area— I  forget  the  precise  figures, 
and  one  is  under  a  great  disadvantage  in 
making  a  purely  extempore  speech  without  the 
notes  one  would  like  to  have  at  hand — less 
than  a  quarter-million  acres  have  heen  settled 
by  the  Government  during  the  time  they  have 
been  in  office.  Well,  I  maintain  it  is  oi  great 
advantage  to  people  to  be  put  upon  moderate 
areas  of  land  rather  than  settle  them,  as  they 
are  being  settled  now,  on  small  areas  of  land 
elose  to  large  towns.  I  know  it  is  not  a 
popular  thing  to  say, — but  I  am  careless  as 
to  that,  for  I  prefer  to  say  what  I  think  on 
a  subjeot,~ana  I  am  finnly  convinced  that, 
in  the  interests  of  the  State,  and  particularly 
in  the  interests  of  the  farmer  himself,  the 
settlement  of  the  land  in  small  areas  rather 
than  in  good  sized  farms,  rendering  them  little 
more  than  serfs  living  upon  the  land,  and 
obliged  by  their  own  and  by  their  families* 
kbonr  to  supplement  the  earnings  from  the 
land,  instead  of  the  land  in  their  old  age 
keeping  them  in  independence,  is  a  mistaken 
policy  altogether.  The  Premier  oon tinned, 
that  everybody  has  admitted  there  is  no  in- 
tention whatsoever,  by  myself  or  the  Opposi- 
tion, of  repealing  the  Act.  That,  of  course, 
goes  without  saying.  It  would  be  perfectly 
ridiculous  for  mjrself  or  anybody  else  who 
had  doubts  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  passage 
of  the  original  Act  to  say  that  a  measure 
which  has  received  the  support  of  the  country 
shall  be  repealed  by  any  party  when  it 
somes  into  power.  It  is  the  duty,  I  tiUce  it, 
and  characteristic  of  the  prmciples  of  ad- 
ministration of  the  British  people,  that  when 
an  Act  has  been  decided  upon,  and  when  it 
finds  its  place  in  the  statute-book,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  party  in  power  to  faithfully  and 
honestly  administer  the  Act  as  they  find  it 
in  what  they  believe  to  be  the  true  spirit  of  the 
law.  Now,  the  Premier  said  there  was  no 
vsriation  in  this  Bill  from  the  prmoiple  of  the 
principal  Act;  but  I  maintain  there  are  very 
grave  alterations  in  the  provisions  included  in 
tbeae  sections  which  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier says  are  merely  technical.  Referring  to 
"wbat  he  said  about  the  2ad  section  of  the 
Bill,  I  think  the  amendment  which  is  proposed, 
to  extend  the  operation  of  the  Act  until  four- 
teen days  after  the  close  of  the  next  session  of 
Parliament,  is  a  cumbersome  way  of  extending 
the  time  duriog  which  negotiations  may  be 
completed.    It  would  be  far  better  to  extend 


the  duration  of  the  Act  for  a  whole  year  in- 
stead of  extending  it  for  the  very  indefinite 
period  of  fourteen  days  after  the  closing  of  a 
session  of  the  next  Parliament.  I  notice  that 
the  present  Act  continues  in  operation  until 
the  dtst  day  of  March,  1900.  Instead,  then, 
of  the  present  proposal,  its  operation  should 
be  extended  for  a  whole  year— say,  until  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1901.  That  would  really 
give  a  longer  extension  of  the  Act  than 
the  Premier  is  asking  under  this  Bill,  and 
would  make  absolutely  dear  the  period  during 
which  the  Act  is  to  be  in  force.  I  noticed  the 
Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  says  this  Bill  is  not  to 
be  retroaoiive  in  its  operations.  Sir,  the  only 
conclusion  I  can  come  to,  after  the  honourable 
gentleman's  speech  on  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill — ^although  I  have  only  had  an  Oppor- 
tunity of  reading  this  Bill  most  cursorily  this 
afternoon — is  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  Bill  (though  I  see  the 
name  of  his  colleague,  the  Hoo.  Mr  Hall- Jones, 
appears  on  the  BU*)  does  not  know  as  much 
about  the  Bill  as  I  do  myself,  because  in  the 
4th  clause  of  the  Bill  it  is  perfectly  dearly 
stated  that— 

'*  In-  order  to  remove  technical  difficulties 
in  the  disposal  of  claims  for  compensation, 
whether  now  pending  or  hereafter  arising,  in 
respect  of  land  taken  or  proposed  to  be  taken 
under  the  principal  Act,  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion sixty  of  **  Tne  Public  Works  Act,  1894," 
in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  Assessors,  shall  ex- 
tend and  apply  and  be  deemed  to  have  at  all 
times  extencied  and  applied  to  the  case  of  an 
Assessor  who  resigns  or  refuses  to  act." 

What  can  that  olaose  mean,  unless  to  make 
the  Act  retroactive  ? 

An  Hon.  MEMBEB.^That  rdates  to  the 
Assessors. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— Yes ;  but  clause  1  also 
makes  it  retroactive,  and  I  bdieve  clause*  4 
gives  absolute  power,  inasmuch  as  it  makes 
the  operations  of  the  Act  extend  to  oases 
pending  at  the  present  time.  But,  Sir,  there 
is  a  very  material  depatrcure  from  the  prin- 
cipal Act  as  it  now  exists,  and  from  the  E^olio 
Works  Act  of  1894.  The  Bight  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier  seems  to  think  that  the  alteration  which 
it  is  now  proposed  to  make  by  clause  4  in 
the  operation  of  the  Act  in  connection  with 
Assessors  is  only  on  parallel  lines  with  the 
provisions  of  section  60  of  *'  The  Public 
Works  Act,  1894."  But,  Sir,  that  is  not 
the  case.  I  find  that  seo'.ion  60  of  "The 
Public  Work9  Act,  1894,"  differs  very  mate- 
rially indeed  from  the  present  proposal. 
Under  this  present  proposal  the  As-essor,  it 
is  assumed,  is  to  have  the  right  of  resigning 
office  whenever  he  thinks  fit  so  to  do,  and 
the  Bight  Hon.  the  Premier  led  the  House  to 
understand  that  was  on  all-fourd  with  the  pro- 
visions of  clause  60  of  "  The  Public  Works  Act, 
1894."  The  provisions  of  the  Public  Works 
Act  are  perfectly  plain,  and  read,  "  If,  before 
the  awani  is  given,  any  member  of  the  Court 
dies  or  becomes  incapable  of  acting,"  et  ceUra^ 
certain  measures  are  taken  to  fill  the  position ; 
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bot  it  is  entirely  dissimilar  to  a  provision  allow- 
ing an  Assessor  to  resign  without  any  reason 
alleged.  There  is  no  question  of  death ;  there 
ie  no  question  of  incapacity;  there  is  simply 
the  questioD  of  a  person  being  unwilling  to  act. 
Let  us  take  the  case  the  Right  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier has  alluded  to  on  several  occasions — to 
the  case  which  has  been  pending  before  the 
law-courts  for  several  months  past,  known  as 
the  "  Hatuma  Estate  case."  In  the  Hatnma 
case,  as  we  know,  the  Government  Assessor 
has    thought    fit    to    resign   his   office.      His 

8  30  I'^iS'i'^^ion  ^^^  ^en  forwarded  to  the 
'  Government,  and  his  reasonti  for  such 
resignation  given  to  them.  The  Premier,  when 
he  said  that  probably  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition would  be  able  to  give  the  reason  why 
he  resigned  his  position,  was  simply  making 
a  joke.  Naturally  I  have  no  means  what- 
ever of  knowing  why  he  thought  fit  to  resign. 
But  I  think  it  is  right  that  the  House  should 
have  been  told  ihe  reason.  I  will  pat  forward 
a  suggf  siion  of  what  may  have  been  the  cause. 
To  begin  with,  I  think  it  is  extremely  wrong 
that  an  Assessor  who  has  taken  part  in  a  case 
for  some  months  past,  who  ha^  inspected  the 
country,  examined  as  to  its  soil  and  climate, 
and  been  able  to  form  from  bis  own  observa- 
tion an  estimate  of  the  true  value  of  the 
property — it  is  wrong  that  he  should  be  all3wed 
to  resign,  and  that  the  Government  should 
cause  his  position  as  an  Assessor  to  be  occupied 
by  a  gentlt>man  who  has  not  had  that  experi- 
ence. It  is  wrong  that  an  Assessor  who  has 
formed  part  of  the  Court,  and  who  has  heard 
the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  as  to  the 
value  of  the  property,  should  be  allowed  to  re- 
sign, and  consequently  some  other  AsHCKSor  be 
appointed  to  decide  the  value  of  the  property 
when  he  has  not  heard  and  seen  the  witnesses, 
and  haR  not  had  the  advantsge  of  personally 
inspecting  the  property.  It  must  be  manifest 
to  every  person  vrho  wishes  to  arrive  at  a  just 
decision  that  the  Assessor  should  not  be  allowed 
to  resign  his  position  after  having  been  engaged 
in  it  for  a  long  period  of  time.  And  there  is 
always  liable  to  be  this  imputation,  and  it 
will  possibly  be  made :  that  the  Government 
may  appoint  an  Assessor  to  a««Bist  in  deciding 
the  value  of  a  property,  and  that  subsequently 
presisure  may  be  put  by  the  Government  upon 
that  Assessor,  if  that  Assessor  arrives  at  a  value 
which  the  Government  disapproves  of  as  too 
high,  but  which  the  other  Assessors  are  likely 
to  uphold  and  substantiate — the  Government 
may  end»  avour  to  put  pressure  on  the  Assessor 
and  compel  him  to  resign,  and  have  the  whole 
val nation  commenced  de  novo  ;  in  other  words, 
placing  this  power  in  their  hands:  that,  unless 
the  Assessor  for  the  Government  can  get  his 
valuation  agreed  to,  he  will  be  induced  to  re- 
sign  his  position,  and  thus  avoid  giving  his 
opinion  on  the  value  of  a  property  if  not  In 
accord  with  Ihe  views  of  the  Minister.  That 
is  possible  under  this  Bill.  I  affirm  it  is  most 
decidedly  wrong  that  such  should  be  even  pos- 
sible. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— It  is  provided  for  in  the 
I  nblic  Works  Act. 

Captain  RusuU 


Captain  RUSSELL.— Not  so.  It  ia  only  ia 
the  case  of  death  or  incapacity. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Any  cireumstanoes. 

CapUin  RUSSELL.— No.  The  Right  Hod. 
the  Premier  is  in  error.  There  is  all  the  dif- 
ference imaginable  between  resignation  by  in- 
capacity and  resignation  withoat  any  special 
reason.  Take  the  case  of  local  bodies  when 
the  land  is  taken  first  and  the  Compensation 
Court  formed  subeeqoently.  The  power  given 
by  this  Bill  would  permit  of  the  AsieoBor  resign- 
ing, and  the  owner  of  the  land  misht^  by  oon- 
tinned  resignations  of  the  Assessor,  be  kept  out 
of  his  land  and  out  of  his  compen«ation  for  in 
indefinite  period,  because  the  resignation  of  the 
Assessor  would  virtually  close  the  Coort.  It 
is  distinctly  wrong  that  such  things  should 
be  tolerated.  We  have  to  as^nme  that  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Act  has  conae  and 
is  to  remain ;  but,  for  Goodoeae*  sake,  do 
not  let  us  cause  amongst  the  people  a  still 
further  feeling  of  insecurity  than  now  extstB, 
and  such  a  feeling  is  prevalent.  Pecsons 
who  own  land  have  this  feeling :  that  there  is 
Government  and  political  interferenoe  with 
their  private  property.  In  the  Hatuma  ease 
the  trustees,  I  am  credibly  informed,  offersd 
the  Government  certain  portions  of  that 
estate — an  area  cf  land  sufficient  for  settle- 
ment purposes — but  the  Government,  I  believe 
for  purely  political  reasons,  refused  to  aeoept 
the  offer  or  to  enter  into  negotiations.  I  am 
told  that  the  Minister  of  Lands  used  atcnog 
language  with  respect  to  this  offer  and  refused 
to  accept  it,  and  said  he  would  take  the  whole 
property  and  not  leave  the  owner  an  acre.  Ths 
Government,  I  say,  was  offered  portions  of 
the  Hatuma  Estate  by  the  owner.  Oan  the 
Premier  deny  mv  statement  that  there  wis 
offered  to  the  Government  by  the  trpsteei 
sufficient  land  for  settlement  purposes  ? — that 
the  trustees  were  open  to  make  arrangements 
as  to  value  with  the  Government,  bat  thit 
the  Government,  because  they  had  the  power, 
insibted  on  driving  the  owner  from  the  land 
altogether? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— My  answer  is  that  the 
Government  had  not  the  slightest  idea  of  deal- 
ing harshly  with  the  owner  ;  we  have  not  the 
slightest  approach  to  any  reasonable  ptoposi- 
tion  from  him. 

Captain  RUSSELL— At  any  rate,  I  tell  the 
House  that  the  trustees  did  approach  the 
Government,  and  the  Government  refused  to 
negotiate.  I  had  this  information  on  such  good 
authority  that  it  must  have  been  the  ease.  I 
do  maintain  that  it  is  wrong  that  a  man  shoold 
have  his  whole  property  taken  from  him  with- 
out the  Government  endeavonring  to  make  any 
arrsngement  with  him  whatsoever  by  which  hs 
could  retain  a  portion  if  he  wishes  to.  My 
honourable  friend  on  my  right  reminds  metbit 
I  ought  to  point  out  that  the  Act  provides  thst 
a  man  can  retain  a  oerta'n  area — one  thoosand 
acres.  Of  course,  we  all  know  that,  and  theie* 
fore  I  thought  it  unnecessary  to  sill  ode  to 
it.  This  fact  is  established— and  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  deny  it — that  there  was  an  en- 
deavour in  connection  with  this  one  eetats  to 


1899.] 


Land  for 


[HOUSE.] 


Settlements  Bill, 


m 


oozne  to  an  arrangement  with  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Government  refused  to  deal 
on  any  terms  whatsoever  with  the  owner 
for  the  retention  of  a  part ;  and  that  was 
done  primarily  for  political  reasons.  Altkoagh 
there  is  supposed  to  be  a  body  which  manages 
the  Xiand  for  Settlements  Act  impartially,  as 
a  matter  of  fact  that  body  is  under  the  domt> 
nance  of  the  Minister.  That,  undoubtedly, 
ought  not  to  be  the  case.  The  administration 
of  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  ought  to  be 
under  a  body  absolutely  free— altogether  free 
from  Ministerial  interference.  There  ought  to 
be  a  Board  in  each  locality  which  shall  decide 
whether  it  is  necessary  to  take  land  for  settle- 
ment purposes— whether  the  land  is  specially 
suitable  for  fwfttlement — and  the  Board  should 
also  decide  the  areas  into  which  the  land  can 
mo>t  advantageously  be  subdivided.  But  the 
Govemm«'nt  have  altogether  set  that  principle 
aside,  and,  instead  of  allowing  an  impartial 
tribaoal  to  decide  what  should  be  taken,  there 
is  distinct  Government  interference. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber cannot  delude  me.  I  have  it  on  such  good 
aathority  that  I  shall   believe,  until  I  have 

Sroof  to  the  contrary,  that  the  Government 
irectly  interfered  in  the  purchase  of  the 
Hatuma  Estate.  Knowing  the  country  well 
myself,  I  know  that  that  land  is  not  suitable 
for  small  subdiTision.  The  Board  will  have 
to  cut  it  up,  like  the  Starborough  Estate,  into 
many  hundreds  of  acres,  and  I  think  some 
of  the  blocks  will  have  to  be  as  large  as  one 
thousand  acres  or  more.  That  is  not  the  class 
of  land  which  the  Act  was  meant  to  deal  with. 
The  intention  was  that  the  land  should  be 
■aitable  for  small  settlement.  The  5th  clause 
of  the  Bill  provides : — 

'*  In  determining  the  compensation  payable 
in  respect  of  land  compulsorily  taken,  or  thereby 
injuriously  aff^'cted,  the  Court  shall  in  every 
ease  have  regard  only  to  the  fair  actual 
market-value  of  the  land." 

I  maintain  that  such  a  clause  as  that  will  be 
mo^t  injurions  to  owners  of  property  of  all 
ki'ids.  It  applies  equally  to  boroughs  and 
suburban  land  and  to  rural  land.  "  The  actual 
market- value  of  the  land  '*  1  Now,  what  is  the 
actual  market- value  of  the  land  unless  based 
upon  the  profits  derived  from  the  land  or  situa- 
tion ?  What  is  the  value  of  a  piece  of  land  on 
which  a  man's  business  premises  stand  ?  Can 
anybody  say  what  is  the  market-value  of  the 
land  apart  from  the  business  ?  Suppose  a  man 
has  erected  large  premises,  and  is  doing  a  large 
business,  which  is  bringing  in  a  large  income 
on  account  of  that  business  having  been  esta- 
blished in  a  certain  position  for  a  number  of 
years,  and,  owing  to  his  own  energy  and  in- 
dustry, that  large  retail  or  wholesale  business  is 
bringing  that  man  in  a  large  income :  under  the 
Bill  the  Government  will  be  able,  if  it  becomes 
law,  to  dispossess  the  owner  of  any  property 
and  any  business  which  it  has  taken  half  a 
oentury  to  create,  on  compensating  him  for 
the  mere  value  of  the  land  on  which  the  pre- 
mises stand.      Will  anybody  tell  me  that  is 


fair  ?  Take  suburban  properties,  and  you  find 
the  same  injnstice  coming  in.  The  market- 
value  of  a  piece  of  land  which  a  man  may  be 
possessed  of  will  be  nothing  compared  with 
the  profits  which  he  is  deriving  from  a  business 
established  by  his  own  energy  and  industry. 
That  business  may  be  destroyed  under  the  pro- 
visions of  thin  Bill  if  it  is  passed.  The  Publio 
Works  Act  dof^s  not  go  that  fa^.  Section  84 
of  the  Public  Works  Act  says : — 

*'  Every  person  having  any  estate  or  interest 
in  any  lands  taken  under  this  Act  for  any  publio 
works,  or  injuriously  affected  thereby,  or  suffer- 
ing any  damage  from  the  exercise  of  any  of  the 
powers  hereby  given,  shall  be  entitled  to  full 
compensation  for  the  same  from  the  Minister 
or  local  authority,  as  the  case  may  be,  by  whose 
authority  such  works  may  be  executed  or 
power  exercised." 

Now,  that  salutary  provision  to  prevent  per- 
sonal injustice  will  be  destroyed  under  this  Bill 
if  it  becomes  an  Act.  It  will  be  quite  possible 
for  a  man  to  have  his  property  moHt  injuriously 
affected,  his  whole  means  of  livelihood  destroyed, 
and  he  will  be  compensated  in  no  way  whatever 
for  its  destruction,  except  by  payment  for  a 
possibly  small  piece  of  land.  While  admitting 
the  principle  that  where  the  public  interest  is 
involved  it  is  the  duty  of  the  S  ate  to  inter- 
vene and  see  that  private  interests  are  not 
allowed  to  impede  the  general  welfare,  surely 
we  should  lay  down  the  principle  that  we  are 
not  to  place  him  in  an  inferior  position  to  the 
one  in  which  we  found  him.  The  prinoiple 
upon  which  the  Public  Works  Act  was  origi- 
nally based  was  that  the  State  shall  resume 
what  land  is  necessary  for  purposes  of  pu')lio 
utility,  but  that  the  iu'^ividual  shall  not  be 
placed  in  a  worse  position  than  that  in  which 
he  wfibs  when  the  State  intervened.  Surely  the 
principles  of  justice  are  the  same  now  as  when 
that  Act  was  passed.  The  intention  was  that 
the  publio  should  gain,  but  that  the  private 
individual  should- not  suffer.  I  cannot  believe 
that  the  principle  of  this  Bill  ia  right.  I  pre- 
dicted from  the  beginning  that  the  operation 
of  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  was  not  going 
to  affect  only  those  who  were  owners  of  large 
properties.  Year  by  year  we  find  it  affecting 
pri  perty  of  every  kind ;  and  that  property  of 
every  kind  can  be  confiscated  at  the  will  of 
Ministers  is  the  object  of  this  Bill.  It  may  be 
necessary  that  A  and  B  may  be  inconvenienced 
for  C  and  D,  but  it  is  wrong  that  A  and  B 
should  be  made  to  suffer  more  than  is  unavoid- 
able— in  other  words,  that  wherever  it  is  neces- 
sary  to  take  a  property  the  owner  should  be 
compensated  to  the  full  valueu  I  tru«t  honour- 
able members  will  discuss  the  Bill  in  a 
reasonable  way,  and  will  bear  in  mind  that  it 
will  be  widespread  in  its  operation.  I  do  hope 
the  House  will  consider  seriously  before  it 
passes  this  Bill,  and  that  in  Committee  we 
shall  all  agree  to  make  such  amendments  as 
will  enable  the  State  to  look  after  public  re- 
quire* ments,  but,  at  the  same  time,  than  as  little 
injustice  as  possible  will  be  done  to  individuals, 

Mr.  MILLS  (Wairau). — In  rising  to  support 
this  measure,  I  must  congratulate  the  leader 
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of  the  Opposition  for  giving  utterance  to  the 
words  he  did  just  now,  when  he  said  that 
^*the  Laud  for  Settlements  Act  had  oomo  to 
«tay." 

An  Hon.  MsmbebI — It  is  not  the  first  time 
he  said  that. 

Mr.  MILLS.— It  is  not  the  first  time  by  a 
good  many  that  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
and  the  member  for  Wairarapa  have  iold  this 
House  that  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act 
could  not  stay — that  it  would  be  ruinous  to  all 
New  Zealand.  That  assertion  has  been  thrown 
over  to  this  side  of  the  House  many  a  time.  I 
am  pleased  the  Opposition  have  come  to  a 
better  frame  of  mind,  and  have  to  acknowledge 
that  the  legislation  from  these  benches  has 
shown  most  satisfactory  results;  that  in  its 
working  it  has  proved  that  it  was  necessary 
in  the  interests  cf  the  colony.  Now,  Sir,  m 
this  Land  for  SettUments  Act,  what  have  we 
to  study  firet?  The  first  principle  we  have 
to  study,  in  my  opinion,  is  this:  When  we 
borrowed  large  sums  of  money  and  pledged 
the  whole  colony  as  security,  individual iy 
«nd  collectively,  we  had  to  be  very  careful  in 
its  expenditure;  and  therefore  I  consider  this 
Bill  is  only  carrying  the  principle  a  little 
further  than  the  main  Act  itself,  providing, 
as  we  now  wish  to  do,  the  land  for  workmen's 
homes.  And  I  think,  under  those  circum- 
stances,  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  on  that 
work  if  the  colony  is  to  pay  a  sentimental 
value  for  the  land  that  is  required.  In  my 
-opinion  the  colony  should  only  pay  bed  rock 
value — the  fair  market-value  of  the  property. 
And  it  is  no  new  principle,  beoause  the  Public 
Works  Act  had  established  this  over  and  over 
again,  years  previous  to  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Act  at  all;  therefore,  when  we  realise 
that  the  interest  on  these  small  and  large 
estates  that  are  being  or  have  been  purchased 
is  continually  going  on,  it  behoves  the  Govern- 
ment to  purchase  them  on  the  best  possible 
terms,  so  as  to  see  that  their  tenants  are  not 
caok- rented.  They  are  bound  to  see  that 
these  settlers  or  working-men  have  the  bfst 
possible  chance  of  making  a  success  in  their 
new  homes.  That  is  the  main  principle  the 
Government  wish  to  carry  out.  Now,  if  we 
allow  sentiment  to  run  away  with  our 
better  judgment,  where  is  it  likely  to  land 
us  ?  Practically  we  should  have  a  lot  of  new 
settlers  going  on  the  land  and  paying  prices 
at  which  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to 
make  a  living  in  any  way,  and  neither  the 
settlers  nor  the  workmen  would  be  able  to 
pay  their  rent.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition 
said  the  time  had  not  arrived  when  the  colony 
ought  to  launch  into  this  speculation.  He 
thought  there  was  plenty  of  land  belonging  to 
the  Crown  which  could  be  occupied  by  working- 
men  ;  but  no  one  knows  better  than  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition — who  is  a  very  old  settler  in 
this  colony — that  it  is  simply  impossible  for 
any  poor  man  to  move  miles  and  miles  away, 
almost  outside  of  civilisation,  and  make  a 
living  for  himself  and  family,  unless  you  lend 
him  sufficient  capital  to  keep  him  gO'Ug  for  a 
few  years,  or  work  is  provided  for  him  close  to 
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the  small  section  he  oooupies.  The  honowaUi 
member  referred  to  the  Starborough  Ettsts. 
There  the  sections  are  cut  up  mto  Isrger  snsi 
— three  hundred  acres  and  upwards.  Nuw,  in 
the  working  of  the  principal  Act  it  hsa  been 
found  necessary  to  frame  stringent  regalstioDS, 
and  ascertain,  before  the  seleetor  cm  obtain  a 
section,  whether  he  possesses  some  capital  to 
make  a  start.  It  would  be  impossibis  foe  a 
poor  man — the  man  whom  you  wished  to  get 
the  benefit  of  this  Bill— to  make  a  living  foe 
himself  and  his  family,  or  even  make  a  bomi 
for  himself,  on  a  small  piece  of  land  nula 
aWay  from  a  town.  The  necessity  for  oarrjing 
this  amendment  simply  proves  that  all  oai 
legislation  is  more  or  less  imperfect  uotil  «• 
have  had  experience  of  its  working.  Yoa  ein 
never  discover  the  actual  defects  of  a  measBii 
until  you  have  had  experience  of  itswoikisg, 
and  then  }0U  find  where  the  shoe  pincbes.  I 
think  the  extension  proposed  in  this  Bill  ii 
fully  justified.  We  have  seen  already  tbe  soe* 
cess  which  has  attended  the  operation  of  tki 
Act  in  different  parts  of  the  colony— hoir  kod 
has  been  purchased  and  hundreds  o!  setiloa 
put  on  it— and  we  have  f-een  how  its  operaticii 
has  to  a  great  extent  relieved  the  "unemplovei" 
difficulty.  Those  who  have  gone  on  the  land, 
even  though  they  have  not  had  much  mesas  to 
begin  with,  have  got  assistance  from  relaiivai 
or  friends,  and  they  have  been  able  to  emplo| 
those  who  otherwise  would  have  fallen  into  tiM 
ranks  of  the  unemployed,  or  gone  on  to  whit 
has  been  called  "  relief  -  works.'*  Now,  tks 
Hon.  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  saiti  that  thi 
trustees  of  this  Hatuma  £state  approached  tho 
Government  first. 

Captain  RUdSELL.— Not  first. 

Mr.  MILLS.— I  understood  ihe  hoooaraUo 
gentleman  to  say  that  the  trustees  approaobed 
the  Government  first.  I  am  pleased  to  b«ar 
that  acknowledgment,  beoause  I  have  heard  it 
circulated  in  different  parts  of  tbe  colony  that 
this  was  a  case  where  tbe  Government  inade  a 
direct  set  on  one  man,  and  were  determined  to 
take  his  land.  In  fact,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said  just  now  that  it  was  taken  for  poli* 
tical  reasons  alone.  Well,  Sir,  it  is  abfon  to 
say  that  the  Minister  of  Lands  has  laaocbed 
out  very  large  sums  of  money  in  parchanog 
ertates  simply  because  he  may  differ  politically 
with  this  man  or  that  man.  That  is  aetata- 
ment  too  absurd  to  give  the  slightest  credeoei 
to.  There  is  absolutely  no  truth  in  it.  Bcaid«ii 
we  all  know  this  Act  is  hedged  round  with  maay 
safeguards;  and,  when  you  charge  Ministea 
with  doing  anything  of  that  kind  you  imma- 
diately  reflect  on  men  who  are  regaided  u 
above  suspicion.  I  maintain  that  the  gentle- 
men who  occupy  the  position  they  do  in  thi 
carrying  out  of  this  Act  are  men  of  integrilift 
and  men  on  whom  we  ought  not  to  throw  aaj 
slur  or  attempt  to  belittle  in  any  way.  I  ^ 
not  think  for  a  moment  that  one  of  A«a 
would  lend  himself  to  assisting  a  Minister  i* 
that  direction.  1  have  a  much  higher  opifiioB 
of  them  than  that.  One  comfort  1  take  to 
myself  is  this:  the  old  story  of  confiseatios 
seems  to  have  died  out.     It  waa  at  one  tin* 
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always  assertedi  tbe  monip^t  this  Act  wa>« 
mxi^Mt  lDt3  operation  for  tbe  piir]608e  o{ 
ilcquirinff  l>iDd  for  small  Bettl*>ment,  Ui»vt  we 
intended  to  'confi^oate  somebody's  property. 
Now,  ihe  true  po^i  ion  menis  to  be  that  there 
are  a' great'  number  of  people  in  the  colony' who 
are  aiixiou<4  that  the  Guvrrnment  should  not 
eonfiscatt^,  but  buy  their  lapd  at  a  r  asonable 
flKure ;  in  fact,  there  are  more  offers  of  land 
(nan  the  St^te  is  in  a  position  to  acoept.  If 
tbat  is  the  ciskse,  then  why  not  select  lafid  of  a 
description  that  v^ill  meet  the  nquirements  of 
the  p  orer  classes?  Probably,  as  settlement 
goe9  on,  and  the  population  of  the  colony  in- 
erease*  e^ery  year,  wm  shall  And  l;hat  this  class 
of  land  Mill  become  dearer,  at  d,  consequently, 
there  will  be  more  money  required  to  purchase 
farther  lai  d  suitable  for  these  homes.  I  think, 
as  large  numbers  uf  the  poorer  people  are  bound 
to  get  tbt  ir  dying  in  or  ue  ir  townn,  that  some- 
thing of  the  kiiid  has  lorg  been  required,  it  is 
imp  s  ibie  for  a  man  to  leave  a  family  and  go 
any  distance  into  the  back  country  looking  for 
work,  except  he  hai  an  assurance  that  he  will 
{(et  «ork  fchere  in  a  reaisonable  time — otherwise 
it  means  starvation  for  the  wife  and  family. 
And  if  we  <  an  by  any  reasonable  means  pur- 
ebase  land  to  givd  tbose  men  better  homes,  we 
aire  vur  ly  levelling  upwards,  and  advancng  tbe 
eause  of  education  materially,  because  the  sur* 
loaooinKS  of  a  child— its  home  Ufe,  its  assooia- 
tioQs — if  pUa-aut  and  agreeable,  mean  a  great 
aeces<)ion  to  its  well-being.  You  can  only  send 
a  child  to  school  for  a  certain  time  each  day, 
and,  if  its  home-life  is  affording  it  a  bad  example, 
we  are  not  doing  what  we  ought  to  do  in  tbe 
cau^e  of  education  if  we  do  not  make  an  effort 
to  improve  its  surroundmgs.  1  feel  satisfied,  as 
far  a4  the  working  of  this  Act  is  concerned,  we 
may  disabuse  our  minds  of  all  feelmg  with 
regard  to  any  of  these  estates  being  t.tken  for 
poli  leal  reasons.  I  am  sure  the  Gn airman  of 
ibe  Land  for  Settlements  Board  is  a  man  who 
careful >y  weighs  everything  with  regard  to  an 
estate,  and,  if  he  errs  in  his  judgment  on  any 
si'^e,  he  will  err  on  the  bid«  of  no  paymg,  at  any 
rate,  too  dear  for  his  whistle.  Most  of  us 
know  that  the  workmen  cf  to-da^  are  men 
who  receive,  comparatively  ^.peaking,  small 
wages,  with  probably  intermittent  work ;  and,  if 
they  have  to  contribute  out  of  those  small  eam- 
ings  the  sum  of  6s.  a  week  and  up^^ards  for  the 
miserable  dingy  tenements  tbey  occupy  in  or 
near  a  town,  1  think  we  are  doing  something 
worthy  of  this  House  if  we  can  uplift  them, 
pat  them  in  a  bett<*r  sphere,  aud  give  them 
every  hope  and  encouragement.  The  honour- 
able member  for  GaverHham,  who  has  probably  a 
more  intimate  knowledge  than  I  have  of  ci  ies 
and  surroundings  in  this  respect,  remarks  that 
you  will  get  a  very  poor  class  of  hou^e  for  6s. 
a  iveek.  I  have  heard  some  ntembtrs  of  the 
House  give  us  examples  that  almost  made  me 
shudder  to  think  of  them — five  and  six  families 
living  in  one  tenement.  Will,  if  that  is  going 
on  in  the  large  ciiies,  surely  it  is  time  for  this 
Bouse  to  deal  with  it;  and  I  say  it  is  really 
more  imperative  for  us  to  deal  with  that  suh- 
ject  than   to  expend  money  simply  with   the 
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object  of  extending  farming  operations.  I  con- 
tend that  this  class  now  deserve  and  require  ouir 
assist  ince  first,  at  any  rate ;  and  it  is  impossible 
to  take  them  far  away  from  town,  and  provide 
homes  for  them,  unless  they  have  the  con- 
veniences of  a  railway  to  get  backwards  and 
forwards  in  reasonable  time  to  their  work.  You 
cannot  send  a  lot  of  poor  men  away  out  on  land 
to  make  a  living  unless  there  is  something  there 
for  them  to  make  a  living  out  of,  or  employ- 

QQ  ment  found  for  tnem.  I  have  no  in- 
'  tention  of  keeping  the  House.  I  just 
wished  to  give  my  ideas,  and  put  them  on 
record,  regarding  this  Bill.  But  I  do  not 
agree  with  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  that 
this  Bill  is  retroactive ;  because  in  its  present 
form  it  seems  to  me  that  the  clause  he  r»  f erred 
to  is  one  chiefly  dealing  with  Assessors  and 
asstissment,  and,  no  doubt,  the  G<  mmittee  will 
make  any  reasonable  alteration  that  the  House 
may  think  neces'iary.  I  shall  do  my  best  to 
support  this  mf  asure. 

Mr.  WASON  (Selwvn).— Sir,  I  hope  tha 
House  will  not  be  led  away  by  the  sweeil 
reasonableness  of  the  speech  of  the  Bight  Hon. 
the  Premier,  and  also  the  member  who  hai 
just  addressed  the  House,  on  this  matter;' 
beoause.  Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  tbey  argued 
altogether  beside  the  question,  and  beside  tha 
Bill  which  is  before  us.  The  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  certainly,  with  rt^gard  to  his  explana- 
tion respecting  the  firnt  clauses  of  the  Bill,  in 
offering  to  accept  any  amendments  which  will 
make  it  plaiq  that  the  measure  was  not  retro- 
spective, has  knocked  aside  all  opposition  on 
that  score,  and  I  take  it  that  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  the  House  agreeing  to  that 
portion  of  the  Bill.  But,  when  we  come  to 
what  the  Premier  has  rightly  described  as  the 
policy  portion  of  the  Bill,  and  read  the  Bill 
along  with  his  speech,  1  trust  honourable  mem- 
bers will  not  allow  themselves  to  be  carried 
away  by  that  speech,  or  by  the  Bill  itself, 
beoause.  Sir,  I  want  to  point  out  this :  that  the 
Bill  does  not  in  any  way  provide  against  or 
miiigate  the  evils  the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier 
has  so  graphically  sketched  out  for  us.  He  baa 
described  to  us  the  slums  in  this  new  country— 
the  tenement  liouses — where  many  families 
live,  and  he  has  described  to  us  all  the  evils 
which  arise  from  that  overcrowding.  Sir,  this 
Bill  will  not  alleviate  or  mitigate  those  evils  in 
any  way.  If  anything  at  all,  it  will  tend  to 
make  tliem  worse  than  they  are  at  the  present 
moment.  If  the  Government  is  sincere  in  its 
desire— and  I  believe  and  hope  they  are  sincere 
in  this  desire  to  alleviate  the  evils  complained 
of — I  am  sure  honourable  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House  would  support  thom  in  any  mea- 
sure which  would  have  a  mitigating  effect — 
a  permanent  effect — in  regard  to  the  iproper 
housing  of  tbe  working-classes  of  the  com- 
munity in  the  large  towns.  It  is  a  most  excel- 
lent thing,  and  a  most  salutary  measure,  that 
in  every  large  centre  of  population,  such  as 
Wellington  and  Ghristchurch.  there  should  be 
places  where  workmen  oould  live  comfortably 
at  a  small  rental,  where  they  could  make  theij; 
homes  pleasant  with  congenial   surroundings^ 
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and  where  bhey  would  not  have  to  pay  eztrava- 

Saot  rents  for  such  housos  and  such  aocomzno- 
ation.  I  think  every  honourable  member  is 
at  one  with  the  Premier  in  the  wish  that  suoh 
accommodation  should  be  provided  for  the 
people.  Sir,  I  do  not  think  the  Bill  before  us 
will  help  the  people  in  that  way.  What  the 
immediate  effect  will  be  is,  that  these  lands 
will  be  cut  up ;  that  no  provision  will  be  made 
for  drainage  or  water,  and  you  will  find  that 
the  sanitary  conditions  of  these  suburban 
residences  will  be  infinitely  worse  than  they 
are  in  the  towns  at  the  present  moment.  If 
the  Premier  is  sincere  in  this,  I  think  the 
House  will  support  him  in  an  experiment  of 
this  sort.  Let  him,  instead  of  doing  as  sug- 
gested —  buying  land  at  more  or  less  ex- 
travagant rates,  and  then  letting  it  out 
to  people  who  may  or  may  not  be  workers 
—provide  that  only  land  may  be  acquired  by 
people  who  are  workers  in  the  true  sense  of  the 
term.  It  should  not  be  possible  for  this  land  to 
be  aoqtiired  by  people  who  have  no  interest  in 
cities,  and  who  simply  go  there  in  order  to  get 
homes  where  they  may  be  able  to  settle  down 
to  make  a  living  to  a  certain  extent ;  but  the 
Government  should  simply  see  to  the  taking  of 
the  land  wherever  necessary,  and  I  think  the 
lands  might  be  purchased  and  comfortable 
workers'  homes  built,  and  should  then  be  let 
at  reasonable  rates  to  bond  fide  workmen.  But 
before  building  these  homes,  they  should  see 
that  all  necessities  in  the  shape  of  drainage, 
water,  and  light,  are  provided  for  the  people. 
It  is  dimply  cruelty  to  suppose  that  in  a  place 
like  Wellington  you  can  buy  a  hundred  acres 
of  land  v^ithin  tne  city  boundaries,  or  within 
five  miles  of  the  city,  and  place  people  there 
without  any  water,  without  any  light,  and 
simply  io  such  houses  that  they  may  care  to 
put  up.  If  they  would  carry  out  the  sugges- 
tion I  have  made,— as  I  sincerely  hope  they 
will,  —  they  will  meet  with  the  approval 
of  honourable  members,  who  feel  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Qovemment  to  see  that  the 
workers  are  housed  comfortably.  I  hope  the 
Government  will  adopt  the  suggestion,  and 
take  power  themselves  to  ouila  houses  for 
the  use  of  bond  fide  workmen  employed  in  the 
towns.  And  that  only  is  the  way  by  which 
you  can  alleviate  the  difficulties,  and  the 
troubles,  and  the  dangers  to  society  which 
have  been  so  ably  sketched  out  by  the  honour- 
able members  who  have  spoken  from  the  Gk>- 
yernment  benches.  It  is  not  by  buying  land 
within  these  districts,  and  by  selling  that  land 
on  terms  to  these  workmen,  who  then  have  got 
to  nut  up  the  houses  and  to  provide  the  neces- 
titfes  of  civilisation,  that  the  evils  complained 
of  will  be  remedied— by  selling  it  to  m»n  who 
may  or  may  not  be  workmen  employed  in  the 
towns.  I  say.  Sir,  that  the  only  way  to 
deal  with  the  matter  is  for  the  Government  to 
put  up  the  houses,  or  in  connection  with  the 
municipalities,  and  see  that  everything  that  is 
required  to  make  them  comfortable,  and  to 
meet  the  necessities  of  civUifiation,  is  provided. 
If  you  do  that,  then  you  will  be  able  to  say 
jou  have  done  a  great  work.    If  you  do  that, 
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you  will  also  have  done  something  to  alienate 
the  overcrowding  that  takes  place  in  the  dtiei^ 
and  you  will  be  able  to  do  it  at  a  very  mnch 
cheaper  rate  than  the  workmen  can  do  it  for 
themselves ;  and  you  would  be  able  to  provide  for 
this  important  fact ;  that  the  bomi-s  provided 
for  bond  fide  workmen  would  not  be  let  to  per- 
sons who  are  not  connected  with  the  town,  or 
who  are  not  working  in  town  simply  for  their 
private  convenience.  Sir,  this  Bill,  Buppo«i&g 
it  to  be  enacted  and  carried  out  in  Welling- 
ton,  will  not  be  even  a  temporary  aliens- 
tion  of  the  troubles  which  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Premier  has  sketched  out ;  and  I  Hooerelj 
hope  Chat  the  proposal  to  make  an  advasM 
to  the  workmen  will  be  most  seriously  eoo- 
sidered.  I  would  also  s^  that  then  it 
nothing  whatever  in  this  Bill  to  show  thst 
these  homes  are  intended  to  be  purely  for  wod- 
men ;  and  I  sincerely  hope  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier,  and  his  supporters  in  this  meanin, 
will  agree  to  a  proviso  being  pat  in  the  Bill  to 
the  effect  that  it  shall  be  strictly  applied  to  6m£ 
fide  workmen  only.  If  this  is  done,  I  thinks 
great  deal  of  the  dissatisfaction  with  the  BUI 
will  be  done  away  with.  To  buv  this  land,  tod 
then  advance  money  up  to  £100,  or  whaleier 
amount  the  Premier  may  think  fit  to  give,  it,  I 
might  say,  a  measure  which  should  not  be  paand 
by  this  House,  because  the  money  would  bt 
better  spent  in  many  other  wayfl  than  tbat-ia 
building  the  houses.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
the  only  way  to  deal  with  the  question  it  for 
the  Government  to  buy  the  land  and  put  op  the 
houses  themselves,  and  then  let  them  for  a 
certain  amount.  If  we  want  a  guide  we  need 
only  look  to  what  has  beea  done  in  the 
Old  Country,  where  model  homes  have  bea 
erected  for  workmen;  and  there  is  no  doolit 
that  those  municipalities  and  other  pltoei 
that  have  gone  out  of  their  way  to  build 
workmen's  homes,  which  have  been  let  to 
bond  fide  workmen,  have  improved  the  fmi- 
tion  of  the  workmen.  If  this  B<11  gets  into 
Committee,  I  hope  honourable  members  «ill 
support  reasonable  proposals  in  that  directaos. 
Sir,  a  comparison  has  been  ma^e  between  tbii 
measure  and  the  ordinary  Land  lor  Settlements 
Act,  and  I  think  that  oompctfidon  was  unneoet- 
sary,  because  there  is  no  analogy  whatever 
between  the  two  measures.  The  Land  for 
Settlements  Act  was  carried  out  by  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  laigi 
estates,  and  of  settling  a  farming  popolatkn 
upon  those  lands.  It  has  not  been  oarried  oot 
altogether  as  one  would  wish ;  and,  when  «• 
have  a  measure  of  this  sort  before  as,  it  woold 
be  a  most  excellent  time  for  honourable  mesi- 
hers  to  agree  that  the  Land  for  Settlements  Aflt 
should  he  modified  in  order  to  give  effect  to 
their  views.  The  first  thing  that  must  ttrih» 
honourable  members  in  oonneotion  with  tbt 
land  for  settlements  policy  is  that  in  vsiy 
many  cases  the  area  given  to  people  on  those 
lands  is  far  too  small,  and  is  not  sufficient  lor 
any  man  to  make  a  living  o£f.  Now,  the  honooN 
able  member  for  Wairau  has  told  us  that  the 
Land  for  Settlemerits  Act  has  to  soma  extssft 
relieved  the  '*  unemployed  '*  difficulty.    In  eofflfr 
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eases  it  has,  but  in  many  oasea  it  has  not,  be- 
eaose.  if  you  take  men  and  put  them  on  small 
Motions  of  land,  upon  which  they  cannot  pos- 
sibly live,  let  alone  pay  rent,  you  put  the  men 
dire*tly  into  compeiition  with  the  labourers 
of  that  difltriot— they  are  able  to  work  more 
cheaply—and  the  consequence  of  the  policy  is 
that  they  bring  down  the  rate  of  wages  in  that 
district. 

An  Hon.  Mwitbbb. — They  are  getting  three 
hundred  acres. 

Mr.  WASON.— Very  well,  then,  the  honour- 
able  member  will  sapp'>rt  me  in  a  proposal,  I 
hope,  4o  amend  the  Bill  so  that  the  Land 
Board  will  have  power  to  amalgamate  these 
holdings  where  the  tenants  are  aniions  to 
inrrendor  because  their  holdings  are  too 
small.  '  I  assure  the  honourable  member  that 
in  many  cases  the  holdings  are  far  too  small, 
and  that  men  cannot  possibly  live  on  them. 
That  18  not  the  way  to  alleviate  the  "  unem- 
ployed" difficulty;  it  makes  the  thing  ten 
times  worse.  The  men  live  on  the  land  ;  they 
are  bound  there,  they  cannot  get  away ;  they 
an,  so  to  speak,  forced  to  remain  on  the  soil, 
and  sometimes  they  are  prepared  to  take  work 
at  almost  any  wage  offered  to  them.  That  is 
not  the  means  of  relieving  the  unemployed,  and 
to  my  knowledge  these  men  often  interfere  with 
and  cut  down  the  wages  of  the  bond  fide  workers 
fai  the  district.  That  is  no  fit  policy  for  any 
Government  to  pursae.  The  fact  is  that  the 
men  put  there  cannot  live  on  the  land ;  and  I 
would  aak  that  the  Land  Board  should  have 
power,  where  a  desire  i^i  shown  on  the  part  of 
the  holders,  to  amalgamate  two  or  three  of 
these  holdings — provided,  of  course,  that  the 
holders  desire  it.  I  do  not  wish  to  interfere 
with  people  who  do  not  wish  to  be  interfered 
with ;  but  I  say  that  where  the  Land  Board 
finds  that  the  people  are  willing  it  should  have 
power  to  insure  that  every  man  who  settles  on 
the  land  should  have  as  much  land  as  would 
enable  him  to  live  comfortably.  In  many 
oases  they  have  not  this,  irrespective  of  the 
matter  of  rent  altogether;  and  if  j^ou  made 
the  men  a  present  of  the  land,  and  said, 
I' Take  it;  it  is  yours,"  they  would  simply  be 
in  the  position  of  having  more  or  less  to  de- 
pend upon  wages  for  their  daily  bread.  The 
land  is  not  good  enough  to  settle  them  upon. 
Honourable  members  who  do  not  understand 
what  farming  is,  and  who  do  not  realise 
the^  difficulty  of  paving  wages  and  making 
a  living  out  of  the  land,  will,  I  trust,  listen 
with  some  degree  of  deference  to  those  who 
have  been  on  the  land  all  their  lives;  and 
I  say  this  is  a  measure  which  should  have 
■ome  attention  from  members  representing  the 
oountry  districts.  I  believe  we  ail  have,  at  any 
rate,  one  object  in  view.  I  do  not  think  the 
most  sincere  supporters  of  the  Right  Hon  the 
Premier  diifer  very  much  from  the  po-icy  that 
we  desire,  which  is,  "  The  greatest  good  for  the 
greatest  number."  I  think  that  is  the  policy 
of  honourab  e  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the 
House ;  we  want  simply  the  greatest  good  to 
the  greatest  number  of  people.  There  is 
another  point  which  I  think  honourable  mem- 


bers on  the  other  side  of  the  House  are  gradn^ 
ally  becoming  converted  to,  and  it  is  that  we 
should  give  the  Crown  tenants  the  right  of 
payi^  off  from  time  to  time  a  certain 
sum  by  wa^  of  reduction  of  the  capital 
value  of  their  land,  and  thus  reducing  their 
rents  from  time  to  time.  It  has  been  alleged 
— and  will  be  again,  I  have  no  doubt — by 
honourable  members  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  that  what  we  desire  is  to  see  tha 
whole  country  that  has  been  purchased  by  tha 
Qovemment  reverting  again  into  a  sheep- waUr^ 
and  Ander  what  they  are  sometimes  pleased  to 
call,  I  believe,  "  lords  of  'the  soil."  Sir,  we 
wish  for  nothing  of  the  sort ;  we  desire  nothing 
of  the  kind.  And,  if  we  did  desire  that,  ouf 
common-sense  would  tell  us  that  it  is  utterly 
impracticable  and  utterly  impossible.  To  show 
oar  bcnafidea^  it  has  never  been  proposed  that 
anybody  should  have  the  right  of  going  on 
these  lands.  All  that  has  been  proposed  from 
this  side  of  the  House  is  that  these  lands 
which  are  set  apart  for  the  landless  persons, 
for  whom  the  Minister  originally  intended 
them,  should  go  to  the  landless  people  of  the 
colon V — to  those  who  had  no  land,  or  were  not 
already  provided  with  more  than  a  oertain 
amount  of  land.  We  are  willing  that  these 
lands  should  be  retained  for  the  benefit  of 
those  people,  and  all  that  we  say  is  that  if  % 
man,  for  one  reason  or  another,  finds  himself 
in  possession  of  a  small  sum  of  money— a  vdnd- 
fall,  if  it  is  only  £5— he  is  entitled  to  pay  that 
amount  ofi  the  capital  value  of  the  land,  and 
to  obtain  a  proportionate  redaction  of  rent. 
That,  we  say,  is  a  reasonable  proposition,  and 
not  against  the  spirit  of  the  Land  Act.  I 
am  surprised  at  honourable  members  taking 
the  statement  of  Captain  Russell,  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  as  if  he  had  proposed  to 
repeal  the  legislation  that  has  been  submitted 
to  the  will  of  the  people  and  ratified  by  them. 
He  has  made  no  such  statement ;  and  it  has 
surprised  me  to  hear  honourable  members  say 
that  this  is  the  first  time  they  have  heard  the 
statement  from  us  that  we  do  not  desire  to 
repeal  the  legislation,  but  only  to  amend  ii 
where  it  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  tenants 
of  the  Crown  and  for  the  good  of  the  Colony 
of  New  Zealand  that  it  should  be  amended. 
We  do  not  want  to  insist  upon  every  person 
buying  their  land.  If  any  person  wishes  to 
remain  a  tenant,  and  to  pay  10s.,  15r.,  or  £1 
an  acre  rental  for  all  time,  of  course  he  can 
continue  to  do  so ;  but  we  say  that,  where  a 
young  man,  taking  possession  of  land,  desires 
from  year  to  year  to  reduce  his  rent  so  that  aa 
old  age  creeps  upon  him  he  may  be  in  a  better 
position  and  leave  his  children  in  a  better 
position  than  be  was  in  when  he  began,  every 
facility  and  encouragement  should  be  held  out 
to  that  man.  That  is  what  we  are  asking,  and 
I  think  honourable  members  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  will  agree  with  that,  when  we  show 
them  that  we  do  not  want  to  tamper  with  the 
Act,  and  we  do  not  wish,  as  has  oeen  wildly 
stated  at  times,  to  encourage  large  holdings. 
What  we  wish  to  see  is  that  the  holdings  shall 
|>e  such  that  we  shall  have  a  prosperous  and 


m 


Land  for 


[HOD  SB.]         SetUemefUs  BiU.        [July  11 


healthy  yeomanry  on  the  face  of  this  country. 
I  think  many  of  those  upon  fche  Government 
Bide  of  the  House  fully  agree  with  the  Oppopi 
tipn  on  this  question,  and  are  perfectly  pre- 
pared to  meet  them  in  a  fair  and  reasonable 
spirit. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christchnrch  City).— I  think 
the  last  speaker  has  succeeded  in  importing 
Into  the  debate  a  discussion  of  some  matters 
that  are  not  to  be  found  taicbin  the  measure 
before  the  Houbc.  For  inptanoe,  we  have  had 
long  argament  in  favour  of  permitting  Crown 
tenants  to  gradually  become  freeboider^  of 
tHeir  present  leaFoholdn.  1  am  not  g<^ing  to 
reply  to  that  argument  to-night,  bccau^o  I 
want  to  refer  to  another  aspect  of  the  Bil  alto- 

S ether.  I  say  that  the  Bill,  so  far  as  the  clause 
ealing  with  workman's  homes  (c'auRe  6)  U 
concerned,  is  another  unanswerable  argument 
for  the  House  taking  in  hand  in  a  sysiemar.io 
manner  the  question  of  local  governmert.  We 
are  really  trying  under  the  Bill  to  deal,  in  a 
way  that  never  can  prove  satisfactory  in  prac- 
tice, with  the  functions  that  do  not  belong 
to  an  Assembly  of  this  character,  bat  to 
an  Assembly  possessing  local  knowledge  of 
the  local  requirements,  and  havii  g  the  power, 
fay  virtue  of  its  local  knowledge,  to  criticize 
toe  values  of  properties  and  the  merits  of 
the  applications  for  expenditure  in  thid  di- 
rection. The  leader  of  the  Opposition  said 
that  he  thought  we  ought  to  d^al  with  the 
waste  lands  of  the  colony  before  we  made  a 
proposal  similiir  to  that  contained  in  section  6. 
Vovr,  in  what  large  cntre  of  New  Zealand  are 
there  any  waste  lands  that  couli  by  any  poa- 
•ible  means  be  utilised  for  the  purpose  of  work- 
men's homefi? 

Captain  RUSSELL. — The  honourable  gentle- 
man misunderstood  me.    I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  am  very  glad  I  did  mis- 
tinderstand  the  honourable  gentleman.  In 
this  part  of  the  House  we  understood  him  to 
fay  that  before  acquiring  land  compulsorily 
the  colony  ought  to  deal  with  the  settlement 
of  its  waste  lands. 

Captain  RUSSELL  —That  was  with  refer- 
ence  to  country  settlement. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— With  reference  to  country 
lands ;  very  well.  Then,  I  want  to  say  that,  so 
far  a^  the  experiment  has  gone  in  the  direction 
of  making  provision  for  workmen's  dwellings, 
judging  by  the  experience  we  have  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Christchurch,  the  experiments 
have,  unfortunately,  been  anything  but  a  suc- 
cess. I  have  never  seen  anything  more  dismal 
than  the  picture  of  the  Government  settl*  ment 
on  the  side  of  the  Hcathcote  Valley,  as  my  col- 
leagues for  Christchurch  City,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr. 
Smith,  and  myself  came  upon  it  la'^t  Satur- 
day. The  land  was  water-logged ;  and  I  have 
not  seen  anything  described  that  would  be 
mpre  dismal,  except  the  famous  settlement  of 
Eden  described  in  '*  Martin  Chuzzlewit.'*  The 
land  we  have  given  those  people  in  the  Heath- 
cote  Valley  is  such  that  they  have  no  possible 
chance  of  extracting  a  living  from  it.  and  the 
conditions  under  ^nioh  they  have  taken  the 
Ifl^d  up  are  quite  different  from  those  under 
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which  the  early  settlers  took  up  land.  In  the 
early  davs  the  people  were  content  to  take  up  a 
block  of  land  and  build  a  one-roomed  whare  or 
shanty  on  it,  and  they  knew  that  in  the  fu  ure 
the  land  would  bear  themselves  and  their 
familirs  in  comfort  and  give  them  a  com- 
petence. But  there  is  nothing  of  that  sort 
with  a  man  who  takes  up  this  land  in  or  near 
Christchurch  in  these  days,  nor  is  there  any 
chance  of  his  adding  to  bis  area.  I  make 
these  remarks.  Sir,  not  by  way  of  onfriendly 
criticism  towards  the  Bill,  but  to  show  how 
we  oaii  make  proper  provision  for  workmen's 
dwelling-houses.  I  want  now  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  the 
Imperial  Parliament  has  this  year  pased  a 
Bill,  of  which  I  have  a  copy  in  my  hand, 
entitled  *'A  Bill  to  provide  Facilitiec  for 
the  Acquisition  by  Working-men  of  their  own 
Dwell  ngs."  I  think  where  we  are  making 
a  mistake  is  in  this:  We  are  trying  to 
deal  with  the  workmen's  necessities  in  this 
colony  under  the  same  legi4ation  that  we  have 
been  dealing  successfully  with  our  oountcy 
settlers,  and  we  have  not  distinguished  sof- 
ficiently  between  the  one  class  of  settlement 
and  the  other  class — the  class  of  workmen. 
The  provisions  of  the  land  legiidation  np  to 
date  have  worked  excellently  as  regards  the 
subdivision  of  large  areas  for  the  purpose  of 
being  used  successfully  by  small  farmers ;  bat 
the  power  we  are  seeking  now — to  resome 
blocks  of  land  within  five  miles  of  a  city  far 
settlement  by  workmen — will  not  be  a  saoeesSi 
or  has  not  been  a  success,  because  we  have  not 
distinguished  suffioiently  between  the  legisla- 
tion that  works  well  for  the  one  class  of  eettlcr 
— the  farmer — cmd  thelegii>lation  we  are  trying 
to  devise  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  workmen. 
Let  me  prove  that.  Where  in  Wellington  can 
the  powers  of  clause  6  be  exercised  ?  I  cannot 
think  of  any  place  m  Wellington  where  you  will 
find  a  block  of  land  that  you  could  take  under 
this  clause ;  but  in  Wellington  a  Bill  saoh  as 
the  one  that  has  been  passed  by  the  Hoose  of 
Commons  might  be  made  applicable,  and  that 
at  once.  There  are  a  number  of  residential 
sections  stiU  to  be  odd  in  Weldngton,  and,  if  we 
were  to  make  similar  provision  for  the  needs  of 
the  wage-earners  in  cities  in  this  colony  as  the 
House  of  Commons  has  made,  this  is  now  the 
matter  could  be  solved.  Tnere  a  Bill  has  been 
pasHcd  giving  the  local  bodies  power  to  advance 
to  any  workman  who  is  at  present  in  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  dwelling-house,  whether  with  a 
freehold  or  a  leasehold  title,  three-fourths  of 
the  cost  of  that  property.  If  the  man  can 
raise  one  fourth,  the  local  author!  y  will  ad- 
v^^n^e  him  three-fourths,  and  he  has  the  ri^t 
to  pay  back  this  loan  to  the  local  authority  in 
a  period  not  greater  than  thirty-five  years. 
He  may  take  the  whole  thirty-five  years  ia 
paying  back  in  annual  instalments,  oc  he 
has  the  power  to  pay  back  at  any  time 
by  giving  three  months'  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  do  so.  The  English  Act  also  provides 
that  if  a  workman  owns  a  section  of  land  he 
may  get  from  the  local  authority  for  the  con- 
struction   of   a   dwelling  -  house    an    advance 
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eqoal  to  throe-fourths  of  the  cost  of  the  dwell- 
ing.   Now,  I  say  that  along  those  lines  lies  the 
Bolation  of  this  problem  of  making  provision  for 
the  dwelling-houses  of  the  working-classes,  and 
not  along  the  linos  of  buying  a  block  of  land, 
dividiig  it  up,  and  putting  a  family  into   a 
imall  two-  or  three- roomed  bouse  on  it.    If  you 
go  round  each  suburb  you  will  find  our  effort 
has  been  a  failure    very    largely.     There    is 
neither  sanitation  nor  comfort  in  most  of  these 
dwelling-houses,  and  there  is  no  chance,  to  far 
as  I  can  see,  of  men  who  take  up  land  under 
the  present  svsttm  ever  winning  from  those 
holdings  either  sanitation  or  comfort,  so  far 
as   their   dwelling-houses  are  concerned.    In 
Wellington   there   are   hundreds  of    working- 
men  who  are  living  in  dwelling-houses  in  which 
there  is  also  another   family ;   and  I  do  not 
think  I  am  wrong  if  I  sav  that  in  hundreds  of 
eases  you  will  find  dwelling-houses  in    Wel- 
lirgton  in  which  there  are  more  than  two  fami- 
lies.   In  Christchurch  the  same  conditions  do 
not  exist.    The  overcrowding  of  dwelling-houses 
in  Wellington  is  a  serious  evil,  and  we  must 
seek  its  removal  along  the  Imt-a  of  the  English 
Act  I  have  quoted.    However,  I  am  not  going 
to  oppose  the  measure.     I  am  not  going  to  vote 
against  any  land  legislation  that  I  think  goes 
in  the  right  direction.     I  think  the  colony  is 
entitled  to  resume  possession   of  either    sub- 
Qrbatt*or  city  land  if  it  can  be  shown  that  it  is 
necessary  to  do  fo  in  the  interests  of  the  public 
generally.    I  believe,  further,  that  the  method 
of  estimating  the  value  provir^ed  in  this  Bill  is 
the  tight  method.     It  should  be  the  market 
value,  and  no  man  has  a  right  to  ai^k  from 
us  a  speculative  value.    We  have  a  right  to 
ascertain   the    market  value,  and   the  Crown 
should  resume  possession  in  the  interest  of  the 
Sta^e  if  the  need  can   be  shown   for  the  re- 
lumption.     We  should  separate,  however,  the 
provihion    for  dealing    with   the    interests    of 
workmen  from  the  general  land  legislation  of 
the  colony,  and  I  urge  on  members  that  we  are 
only  trying  to  deal  in  a  most  imperfect  manner 
with  a  matter  that  should  be  r^-legated  to  local 
authorities.     They  have  not  the  power  to  do 
what  the  London  County  Council  can  do ;  but 
we  should  confer  the  power  on  them  not  only 
to  take  and  destroy  property  that  is  in  their 
opinion  not  fit  for  habitation,  but,  in  addition, 
the  power  to  make  advances.      I  know  well 
enoui;[h  the  difficult ies.    Wiiy,  if  we  were  to  go 
round  the  City  of  Wellington  or  the  City  of 
Christchurch  and  examine  the  homes  that  the 
wage-earnem  have  to  occupy,  we  «ou^d  find  the 
great  majority  of  them  are  lacking  all  the  con- 
veniences that  ought  to  be  found  in  connection 
with   a    modem    dwelling-houFe.      The    great 
majority  of  the  dwelling-houses  occupied   by 
the  working  clas^ep  lack  sanitary  arrangements 
and   baths,  and  hot -water  and   ether  appli- 
ances.     The    arrangements    are    crude    and 
ancomfnrtable ;   and  we  shall  not  do  much  in 
the   way    of  providing   better   homes  for  tlie 
working-claRSf  s  while  the  character  of  dwelling- 
houses  is  almost  tntirely  determined  by  land- 
lords.    I  suppose  there  are  some  members  in 
this  House  who  own  properties  in  the  cities. 


The  expenses  are  heavy,  and  the  landlorfl 
always  refuses  the  requet-t  of  the  tenant  y^hf} 
asks  for  impiovements.  It  is  human  naturt^, 
and  I  do  not  know  but  that  I  have  been  guiltj 
of  that  sin  myself.  It  is  a  sin  that  nearly  every 
landlord  is  guilty  of.  The  way  to  remedy  it  'is 
to  give  the  local  authorities  power  to  me^Vs 
these  advances— the  advances  to  he  made  suo- 
ject  to  their  approving  of  the  plan  of  tl^is 
dwelling  house.  Sanitary  conditions  could  thep 
be  insisted  on,  and  in  a  few  years  a  big  im- 
provement would  be  found  ;  and  if  the  hous^ 
were  msde  model  houses,  then  the  private 
own*  rs  of  dwelling-houses  would  in  s*  If-defenpa 
be  compelled  to  make  a  very  great  improve- 
ment indeed  in  the  character  of  the  proper- 
ties they  rent  to  the  wage-earners  in  our  cities* 

Q  QQ  As  I  say,  the  solution  of  the  difficult 
*  is  not  in  this  direction,  although  I  hope 
the  Bill  will  pass  after  it  has  been  amended  ih 
Committee.  But  the  solution  is  in  the  direction 
I  have  SAid.  We  want  to  dt^al  with  this  r*  form 
and  others  by  referring  them  to  the  local  auibit^- 
rity  who  have  local  knowledge,  and  who  wotild\ 
administer  the  Act  bettf  r  than  we  can  ever  hoga 
to  admm  ster  it.  These  are  the  points  I  wished 
to  refer  to.  The  Premier  said  he  did  not  prp- 
pose  to  make  an  advance  of  £100  to  every  mail 
who  went  on  these  sections.  I  know  scorets  gt 
men  in  Wellington  who  would  be  happy  to  p9t 
down  a  deposit  of  a  quarter  of  the  cost  of  ^ 
dwelling-house  if  they  could  get  an  advance  of 
the  remainder  of  the  cost  of  irs  erection  at,  saj^, 
4}  per  cent.,  and  they  would  then  go  into^a 
dwelling  house  much  superior  to  any  accommo- 
dation they  could  get  at  the  pres»  nt  time  for  ap 
equal  rent.  I  would  draw  the  attention  of  tlie 
House  to  the  fact  that  under  the  English  Act  it 
workman  is  (defined  as — 

"  Any  mechanic,  artisan,  laboureri  or  oth^r 
person  working  fur  wages,  or  any  person  'not 
working  for  wages,  but  working  at  some  trade 
or  handicraft,  whose  income  does  not  exceed  an 
average  of  £S  a  week,  and  includes  any  clerk 
or  shop  or  warehouse  assistant  whose  incoma 
does  not  exce«  d  the  rate  of  £150  per  annum." 

But  the  difference  between  the  House  of 
Commons  and  this  House  of  Representatives 
ill  that  the  House  of  Commons  recognises  thj^fe 
this  is  a  matter  purely  for  the  local  authorities, 
and  we  are  trying  to  carry  out,  in  a  very  piece- 
meal and  imperfect  manner,  a  reform  which,  bj 
the  very  nature  ci  our  duties  and  powers,  we 
cannot  hope  to  deal  with  effectively. 

Mr.  BOLLARD  (Eden).— Although  I  highjg 
approve  of  tiie  principle  of  taking  suburbd|ji 
lands  for  the  purpose  of  making  homes  for 
working-men,  I  am  not  in  favour  of  this  Bill. 
I  see  no  necessity  for  it,  because  I  am  satisfies 
that  there  is  plenty  of  land  within  five  miles 
of  our  large  cities  that  could  easily  be  got  tjot 
the  purpose  without  taking  it  compulsorily.  ;I 
thiuK  the  Premier,  in  speaking  just  now  on 
the  Bill,  gave  himself  away  as  far  as  the  Bill 
is  concerned.  He  spoke  of  syndicates  buy  inn 
land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  towns  ana 
making  large  profits  out  of  it :  that  surely  goes 
to  prove  that  land  can  be  got  at  reasonable 
prices,  if  syndicates  can  buy  it  in  blocks  of,  say. 
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a  hundred  acres,  cat  it  ap,  and  make  a  large 
profit.  That  goes  to  show  that  the  land  can  he 
obtained  at  a  reasonable  price  without  taking 
it  oompulsorily.  Then,  agalD,  he  spoke  ahout 
the  necessity  of  the  Bailway  Department  work- 
ing hand-in-hand  with  this  scheme  for  working- 
men's  homes.  A  little  further  on  I  shall  give 
ijfkj  experience  of  a  conyersatlon  I  had  with  the 
Bailway  Department y  and  how  they  work  hand- 
in-hand  with  the  scheme.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wairau  spoke  of  these  settlements  as  if  it 
ware  necessary  when  a  man  was  placed  on  a  few 
acres  in  the  suburbs  that  he  should  be  able  to 
make  a  living  off  it.  As  I  understand  the  ques- 
tion, the  object  of  providing  homes  for  work- 
ing-men is  so  that  we  may  have  healthy  homes 
In  the  Buburbs  for  men  who  work  in  the  cities 
— Bot  that  they  should  make  a  living  out  of 
them.  The  question  under  discussion  at  pre- 
■ent  is  providing  homes  for  men  who  work  in 
the  cities.  The  honourable  gentleman  also 
■poke  of  capital.  If  the  object  is  to  take  men 
out  of  unsaniiary  places  in  large  cities,  how 
many  men  will  you  find  of  that  sort  who  have 
^  capital?  Few  of  the  working-men  in  towns 
have  any  capital,  and  if  they  have  they  live  in 
the  more  decent  localities  where  the  sanitation 
is  fairly  good.  I  shall  vote  against  the  Bill,  as 
I  see  no  necessity  for  it.  The  Premier  has  not 
showu  that  it  is  absolutely  necessazy.  If  I 
were  satisfied  that  the  time  had  arrived  when 
it  was  necessary  to  take  land,  I  should  gladly 
vote  for  the  Bill,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  there 
la  no  such  necessity  at  the  present  time.  All 
av«r  the  colony  people  are  only  too  anxious 
to  sell  their  land,  in  consequence  of  the  mis- 
ohlavouB  legislation  of  the^ present  Qovernment. 
I  was  challenged  in  the  House  last  year  by 
the  Minister  of  Lands  to  find  land  in  Auok- 
Icyad.  I  could  find  ten  thousand  acres  without 
oompulsorily  taking  an  acre,  and  at  a  reason- 
able price.  The  Premier  spoke  about  wanting 
to  get  land  at  the  Hutt.  I  undertake  to  say 
that  at  the  Hutt,  if  it  became  known  that  the 
Government  required  such-and-such  an  amount 
qf  land  for  workmen's  dwellings,  the  competi- 
tion amongst  the  people  and  their  anxiety  to 
mil  to  the  Government  would  be  such  that  they 
would  be  able  to  get  land  at  a  very  reasonable 
price  there.  All  over  the  colony — no  matter 
where  I  go — people  are  too  anxious  to  sell  their 
land  and  get  out  of  the  country.  I  wish  to  say 
a  few  words  with  regard  to  a  scheme  I  pre- 

Eaced  for  workmen's  dwellings  in  the  neighbour- 
ood  of  Auckland,  and  I  wish  to  show,  on  this 
ooestion  of  parohafiing  land  for  workmen's 
homes— in  the  neighbourhood  of  Auckland,  at 
aay  rate — what  arrant  humbugs  the  Govern- 
ment are.  I  got  five  thousand  acres  in  a 
oaitable  locality,  within  about  ten  miles— not 
more  than  half  an  hour's  railway  journey — from 
Aaekland,  at  an  average  price  of  £7  per  acre. 
1  proposed  that  a  man  should  get  fifty  pounds' 
worth  of  land — that  is,  from  five  to  seven  acres 
— «iid  that  the  Government  should  advance 
him  £100  to  build  a  house.  The  men  located 
tiiora  were  to  be  all  working-men  in  the  City  of 
Aookland,  whose  earnings  averaged  from  £1 16s. 
to  43  lOs.  a  week  ;  no  one  was  to  be  put  on  the 
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land  except  men  working  in  the  city,  so  that 
the  railway  authorities  would  seoure  his  fare, 
and  that  he  should  have  a  railway-ticket  for  SS 
a  year,  paid  quarterly.    I  have  always  been 
told  by  the  railway  authorities  that  it  would 
cost  £800  a  year  to  run  a  train  between  Hea- 
derson  and  Auckland,  and  that  some  seeozitj 
should  be  given  or  they  would  not  mo  the 
train.    One  would  think  that  a  hundred  sad 
fifty  men  at  £5  each,  and,  in  addition,  their 
wives   and  families  and  the   general  poUie, 
should    be    sufficient   security  for   the  £800. 
There  is  a  large  area  of  country  i>etween  Hen- 
derson and  Auckland  nearly  all  owned  by  small 
holders,  and  the  owners  of  these  small  free- 
holds are  simply  waiting  until  they  can  g^  i 
workmen's  train  in  order  that  they  may  boild 
houses  and  occupy  their  land.    These  seetioss 
are  all  held  by  poor  men,  most  of  whom  lire  ia 
the  City  of  Auckland,  and  they  would  be  obHj 
too  glad  to  make  a  home  if  they  had  the  oppor- 
tunity.   Eight  hundred   pounds,   the  railway 
authorities  say,  is  the  sum  nfooeeary  to  nm 
the  trains.    In  carrying  out  this  scheme,  I  pio> 
pose  that  a  hundred  and  fifty  families  should  be 
obtained.    At  £5  each  head  of  the  famQy,  thii 
would  amount  to  £750  per  annum.     But  when 
I  go  to  the  railway  authorities  and  meotion 
this — as  I  did  (he  other  day  in  oompany  witb 
Mr.  McKerrow — I  was  told  by  the  mansfsr, 
'*  We  must  have  £9  108.  per  head  for  \J^^ 
ticket."    Now,  £750  a  year  paid  by  heads  of 
families  coming  into  town,  together  with  what 
would  be  derived  from  the  public  and  fraa 
the  wives  and  families  of  the  hundred  and  fifty 
workmen,  would  be  a  sufficient  guaraotee  foe 
this  train.    But  the  manager  Baia»  **  We  eooU 
not  take  them  for  £5  a  head  ;  it  ^nould  not  be 
fair  to  the  rest  of  the  colony.     I  admit  fibeie 
would  be  no  loss  in  running  the  train,  bat  if 
we  did  it  in  this  case  we  should  have  to  do  tfai 
same  for  the  rest  of  the  colony."    I  say,  Sii^ 
let  the  people  in  other  places  go  and  do  like- 
wise, and  give  the  same  guarantee.     Wbeis 
is  the  railway  enterprise  you  boast  so  moeh 
about  ?    I  cannot  see  it.    However,  I  can  laa 
a  difficulty  now  in  the  way  of  oanying  oot 
this  scheme,  because  the  railway  antboritiei 
want  £9  10s.  instead  of  £5  for  a  jreariy  tioket, 
and  the  Government  say  they  oannot  advanes 
£100.    I  may  tell  the  House  that  a  hundnd 
men  came  to  my  office  and  put  their  naaei 
down,  and  they  were  all  respectable  working- 
men  of  good  character,  and    had  ffrm»^<*«  of 
from  three  to  ten    each ;   they  are  all  con- 
stantly employed  in  the  city,  and  are  pjjjiof 
from  8s.    to   10s.  a  week  rent   now.    These 
men  have  not  got  £100  or  £50   to  put  of 
a   house,  and  how  are  they  to  mcdke  a  start 
on    this  land  if    the    Government    will  not 
advance  the  money?    They  talk    about  ad- 
vancing £20 ;  but  to  advance  £JIO  to  a  man 
with  a  large  family  is  simply  nonsense,  lb  the 
men  could  not  get  up  a  house  for  that.    Bat  in 
a  city  like  Auckland,  with  a  train  oonstaatly 
running,  there  would  be  no  risk  whatever  ii 
the    Government   advancing   £100  to  enaUi 
these  men  to  erect  homes.    It  is  not  like  pat- 
ting people  on  the  back  blocks  and  tolling  tisa 
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te  live  there.  TbAfc  ie  %\l  vbtj  well  fof  a  young 
mAn  without  a  family,  ae  he  can  go  and  pak  up 
a  two-roomed  cottage  and  make  a  start  when 
be  has  a  prospect  before  him,  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Ghristoharoh  City  (Mr.  Taylor) 
pointed  out.  But  in  this  case  the  men  have 
Dot  the  money,  and  there  is  no  prospect  of  ex- 
tension.  If  the  Qovemment  could  see  their 
way  to  carry  out  the  scheme  I  have  propounded 
the  workman  would  have,  say,  five  acres  of  land 
and  £100  towards  putting  up  a  house,  as  well  as 
a  yearly  ticket  by  train.  He  would  have  to 
pay  insurance  and  local  taxes,  and  also  1  per 
cent,  in  order  to  make  the  home  his  own 
at  a  given  time,  and  the  whole  thing  would 
amcxiDt  to  68.  Sd.  per  week  rent,  including  iiis 
railway-ticket.  He  would  at  once  put  down, 
say,  four  acres  out  of  the  five  in  grass,  and  keen 
a  oow  or  two.  He  would  have  his  orchaid  and 
garden,  and  pigs  and  fowls,  and  he  could  add 
as  much  more  to  his  house  as  he  liked.  If  he 
added  £50  it  would  bring  it  up  to  £150. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.— 6s.  Sd.  would  be  a  very  high 
cent. 

Mr.  BOLLARD.— But  he  would  have  his 
ticket  by  train  included.  I  fear,  howeyer.  Sir, 
tiie  Government  have  no  intention  whatever 
of  carrying  out  my  scheme.  This  is  simply  an 
electioneering  Bill  brought  down  like  the  ex- 
perimental-ferm  propcMal,  and  I  have  no  hope 
that  they  intend  carrying  it  out. 

Mr.  HOGG  (Masterton).— I  am  really  very 
glad,  Sir,  to  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  developed  such  a  philanthropic  scheme.  I 
have  no  doubt  it  is  a  scheme  which  in  his  dis- 
trict is  very  attractive.  It  completely  outrivals 
that  of  a  well-known  gentleman  in  Wellington 
who  resides  on  a  hill  here — Mr.  Garvey.  That 
gentleman  not  only  furnishes  his  friends  with 

ri  tenements  and  lodgings  on  the  cheap,  but 
supplies  them  with  board  as  well.  I  am 
mire  such  a  scheme  as  the  one  just  described  to 
as  would  be  hailed  with  enthusiasm  in  any  part 
of  the  world.  The  only  thing  I  find  fault  with 
is  that  he  should  confine  his  benevolence  to 
the  Garden  of  Eden— or,  at  any  rate,  to  his 
own  locality.  I  should  like  to  see  the  endow- 
ments spread  all  over  my  district,  so  that 
«very  working-man,  with  or  without  a  family, 
might  be  provided  with  £100  to  procure  him 
a  nioe  residenoe.  In  that  case  a  good  many 
working-men  would  be  rendered  very  happy, 
and  I  feel  sure  they  would  join  in  building  a 
monnment  to  commemorate  the  originator  of 
such  a  wonderful  scheme.  It  may  justly  be 
4)alled  the  scheme  of  the  century.  There  is  no 
member  of  this  House  who  has  ever  pro- 
pounded anything  half  so  benevolent  or  so 
ebaritable.  But  where  are  these  workmen's 
dwellings  to  be  placed  ?  I  am  told  on  very  good 
■authority  that  our  New  Zealand  Eden  does  not 
by  any  means  resemble  the  famous  historic 
locality  from  which  it  derives  its  name,  and 
that,  so  far  from  being  a  garden,  it  is  one 
of  the  most  uninyiting  places  in  the  Auck- 
land District.  I  am  told  that  the  work- 
men there  would  have  a  great  difficulty  in 
growing  their  own  yegetables  even.  Some 
parts    are  said   to   be  comprised  of  clay  so 


poor  that  it  would  not  feed  a  mosquito  t^ 
the  acre.  The  soil  is  of  such  a  charaotetf 
that  not  only  would  the  residents  be  unable  to 
grow  grass,  but  they  could  not  even  cultivate 
mushrooms  of  a  poisonous  character.  They 
might  produce  brioki  and  tiles,  but  nothing 
else.  I  do  not  think  such  a  contract  as  this  is 
likely  to  be  carried.  There  is  rather  too  much 
selfishness  attached  to  humanity  yet  for  one 
portion    of   the    community    to    gratuitously 

grovlde  homes  for  the  other  portion.  Now, 
ir,  the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchuroh 
City  (Mr.  Taylor)  has  very  fairly  oritioized  this 
Act,  but  his  arguments  seemed  to  me  to  apply 
chiefly  to  the  iniquities  of  private  landlordism. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  that  is  what  New 
Zealand,  like  Great  Britain  and  some  of  her 
other  colonies,  has  long  suffered  from— private 
landlordism  and  absenteeism.  I  am  very  glad 
to  find  the  honourable  gentleman  does  not 
intend  to  oppose  this  Bill.  It  is  promised  the 
support  of  the  "  left  wing  "  because,  as  he  tells 
us,  It  is  travelling  in  the  right  direction.  And, 
Sir,  he  gives  us  a  graphic  account  of  the  slums 
of  Wellington.  I  have  no  doubt  he  knows 
something  about  these  slums—perhaps  mor« 
than  I  do  myself.  We  have,  unfortunately,  in 
large  cities  like  Christchurch,  Dunedin,  Wel- 
lington, and  Auckland,  places  in  the  hands  of 
private  landlords  that  are  certainly  no  credit  to 
these  big  centres  of  population,  and  the  sooner 
the  muuicipal  authorities  take  them  in  hand 
the  better  it  will  be.  Then,  he  informs  us  that 
he  has  a  Bill  for  the  acquisition  by  working-men 
of  their  own  dwellings.  Possibly  it  may  be 
found  to  be  a  most  useful  Bill.  I  have  no 
fault  to  find  with  measures  of  that  character. 

An  Hon.  Mxxbxb.  —  It  is  a  copy  of  the 
Imperial  Act. 

Mr.  HOGG.— Well,  we  may  perhaps  oopy 
that  Act  to  advantage ;  but  I  would  point  out 
this :  We  have  in  New  Zealand  various  ways 
in  which  working-men  can  acquire,  and  have 
acquired  in  the  past,  their  own  dwellings,  and 
by  a  simple  process.  For  instance,  we  hava 
building  societies,  and  in  the  district  I  repre- 
sent  I  dare  say  a  large  proportion  of  our  work- 
ing-men have  acquired  their  own  dwellings 
through  their  agency. 

An  Hon.  Mxxbsb.— Two-thirds  of  them. 

Mr.  HOGG.— Yes ;  I  dare  sav  two-thirds  of 
them  have  acquired  their  dwellings  through 
the  medium  of  these  societies.  Then,  we  are 
informed  by  the  Premier  that  he  intends 
bringing  in  an  extension  of  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Act  with  a  view  to  enabling  the  (Go- 
vernment to  advance  monejr  on  urban  and 
suburban  properties.  That,  I  should  imagine, 
will  achieve  nearly  everjrthing  that  is  demanded 
by  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  he  will  agree  to  a  measure  of  that  kind. 
But  what  I  am  astonished  at  is  this :  He  has 
discovered  in  the  vicinity  of  Ohristohurch^- 
the  Oathedral  City — a  dismal  swamp  on  which 
a  large  number  of  working-men  nave  been 
placed.  I  am  sorry  they  should  have  been 
so  located.  But  if  it  is  only  a  swamp  at 
present,  you  will  find  a  oreat  many  tern- 
perary  dismal  swamps,  possibly  quite  as  bad» 
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not  far  away  from  the  Oity  of  Wellington. 
You  will  find  places  where  the  roads  are  not 
passable,  and  where  people  are  travelling  up  to 
their  knees  in  mud,  instead  of  enjoying  the 
gravelled  roads  and  paths  that  ahoand  in  the 
t^oiiiity  of  Obristchurch.  I  cannot  understand 
^^e  honourable  gentletnan  when  he  refers  to 
^hat  lias  been  achieved  by  the  old  settlers  that 
went  to  his  peigbbourhood.  He  told  us  they 
were  content  to  live  in  small  huts  and  hovels 
for  a  time,  and,  having  taken  up  large  areas 
of  land,  they  eventually  obtained  a  competency. 
But  I  do  not  suppose  the  Government  ever 
imagined,  when  providing  homes  for  working 
men,  tbat  they  would  be  likely  to  furnish  them 
also  with  the  means  of  earning  a  competency. 
That,,!  should  say,  at  present,  with  the  large 
population  we  have,  a*  d  with  the  demands 
that  are  made  on  the  Government,  is  some- 
thing beyond  the  reach  of  the  State.  It  is 
not  to  be  anticipated  that  our  working-men, 
ep'pecially  in  large  centres  such  as  Christ- 
Church,  are  likely  to  be  placed  in  a  posi- 
tion where  they  can  earn  a  competency  from 
the  soil.'  All  the  Government  can  do  Ih  to  sup- 
ply them  with  smad  areas  of  land,  and  see  that 
it  is  properly  drained,  and  that  the  occupiers 
are  afforded  a  reasonable  opportunity  of  erect- 
ing gnod  comfortable  homes  for  themselves  and 
their  families.  Sir,  I  am  very  pleaded  at  the 
yery  fair  and  considerate  way  in  which  this  Bill 
has  been  criticized  by  members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House.  As  a  country  representative, 
I  thin^  it  also  my  duty  to  bestow  on  this  Bill 
a  fair  amount  of  criticism  ;  and,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  It  is  a  Government  measure, 
I  must  pay  there  ar^  )[»ortions  that  I  do  not 
agree  with,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  very  materi- 
ally amended  in  Committee.  To  the  fiMt  five 
clauses  I  think  there  is  no  objection,  and  ifrum 
no  membem  of  the  House  are  they  likely  to 
receive  any  great  opposition.  But  clause  6 
is  an  exceedingly  important  section,  and  one 
that  is  very  far-reaching.  It  seems  to  me 
that,  when. that  clause  was  pr< pared,  whoever 
drafted  it  and  is  responsible  for  it  m$ky  have 
had  in  view  the  state  of  affairs  existiig  in  some 
parts  of  such  cities  as  Chrifltcburch,  Dunedin, 
Auckland,  and  Wellington,  but  could  scarcely 
have  realised  the  effect  such  a  change  in  the 
law  would  produce  in  some  of  our  country 
districtB,  and  especially  some  ^f  our  small 
boroughs.  Its  effect,  if  the  claune  were  passed 
in  it-*  entirety  as  we  have  it  now,  would  be  very 
far-reaching  indeed;  and  I  am  not  very  sure 
that  it  lAould  not  be  in  many  instances  pre- 
judicial. There  is  one  thing  of  which  I  am 
satififlt-d :  that  it  would  have  an  exceedingly 
distuibiiig  influence  all  over  the  country.  Yoii 
will  perceive  that  this  clause  enabUs  the  Go 
veniment  to  take  compulsorily  a  hundred  acres 
of  land  every  year  within^ny  borough,  or  within 
five  miles  from  the  boundaries  of  any  borough. 
That  represents  a  huge  an  a  of  land. 

JJ'*  *U,^^1^S.— Borough  or  town  district. 

Mr.   HOGG.— Yes,  or  town  district;  I  had 

almost  forgotten  the  town  districts.     We  have 

not  many  town  districts  in  the  colony.     But 

tome  of  our  boroughs  are  very  large.    I  have  in 

Mr,  Hogg 


my  mind  at  the  present  time  one  of  about  four 
thousand  acres,  and  that  borough  is  very  laigely 
composed    of  small  farmers  —  men  who  bavs 
merely  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  acres  of  land ;  in 
fact,  it  was  originally  what  is  termed  a  small- 
farm  settl'^ment.    Dwellings  have  been  built  on 
them,  and  they  have  been  largely  improve! 
l^ese  homesteads  were  settled  upnn  manvy^an 
ago  by  people  from  the  Hutt.    You  will  find 
these  pioneers,  or  their  successors — their  aom 
and   daughters — now    ezistmg   on  these  little 
plots  of  forty  acres.    And  can  you  im<igine  tfas 
effect  that  a  measure  of  this  kind  would  havt 
on    scores    of   these  people   if  it    were  onee 
passed  fnto  law?    You  would    fill  them  wit^ 
profound   alarm    and   astoitishment,   beoaoM 
they  would  say,  '*  Where  i^  this  sort  of  legis- 
lation going  to  stop  ?  *'    How  muoh  do  we  leavs 
these  men  and  their  families?     We  leave  theift 
simply  five  acres  to  live  upon.     Now,  there  sre 
plenty  of  people  who  can  live   verv  fairly  oo 
forty  acres  of  land.    They  have  got  Utile  dairy 
farms,  and  grow  a  certain  amount  of  graio« 
and  have  horses,  cows,  pigs,  and  poultry,  and 
are  doing  well  for  themselves  and  for  the  id- 
jaoent  townships,  which  they  supply  with  tiieir 
produce.    The  storekeepers  would  be  very  lony 
to  part  with  them.      Although  tlsey  are  liviBf 
comfortably  on  forty  flusres,  they  could  not  live 
on  five  acres.   It  means  that  they  would  have  b 
abcmdon  their  homes.    Some  of  the  mo«t  thrifty 
farmers  in  my  own  district  would  be  liable  to 
suffer.    Of  course,  the  area  to  be  taken  evecy 
year  is  not  much  ;  but,  still.  If  you  take  one  smll 
home  you  do,  although  iu  a  smeJler  degree, tlie 
same  amount  of  injury  and  injusttcis  as  if  yea 
swallowed  up  a  hundred  homes.      That  is  my 
^QQ     contention,    tc    is    a    wrong  all  tht 
'    same :   it  is  merely  a  difference  in 
magnitude.      In  the  case  of  an  emergency,  if 
we  found  landlords  arbitrarily  disregudli^  ^ 
natural  rights  of  the  popuUtion,  either  of  to«a 
or  country,  by  selfishly  refusing  to  ^1  or  IeaiS» 
and  saving,  *<  I  have  you  locked  up  here ;  I  am 
not  going  to  part  with  an  ipoh  of  that  land* 
—if  it  were  possible  to  deal   with  men  lib 
that,  I  say  thev  ought  to  be  dealt  wit^ ;  bat 
at  the  same  time. I  am  not  aware  of  isaaj 
ca<4es  in  the  country  districts  of  New  Zeataad 
where  landlords  have  t^ken  up  tbat  attitude. 
They  may  have  done  so.     The  membec  for 
Caversham  tells  me  he  could  giye  someillBf- 
trations,  and  I  dare  say  he  is  quite  corre^ 
They  may  have  done  so  in  the  neigh bowhodi 
of  I^auedin— at  Caversham,  Roslyo,  Mof^iB|- 
ton,  and  those  pieces— but  I  am  not  awarsoT 
many  cases  of  the  kind  in  the  North  Island. .  1 
should  be  very  sorry  to  see  this  portion  otfts 
Act  allowed  a  general  application  to  U|e  wIiq]* 
of    the ,  boroughs  of  New   ZK^aland. .  That  is 
where  1  find  fault  with  the  Act.     I  find  bo 
fault  with  its  provisions  for  the  eatablidimffli^ 
of  homes    for   the  workmen  of  our  erowdtd 
cities,  but  I   say  it  sho^Id  POt  ti^e  in  o« 
country  boroughs  and  the  surrounding  oooii* 
try.     Such  a  thing  as   that»  in   my  Qptmofl» 
instead  of  being  beneficial,  would  be  likely  i^ 
be  very  detrimental.     We  have  to  consider  Uit 
question.  Are  vre  going  to  saorifioe  our  8iBii& 
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larmers?  We  have  been  saying  a  great  deal 
ibout  the  importaooe  of  oar  daiiy  Indns- 
try,  for  in8tance ;  but  if  we  are  going  to 
demolish  the  small  ^rins,  what  h'^comes  of 
the  rreameri'  s  and  butter  factories  ?  We  are 
simply  undoing  one  industry,  and  are  we  likely 
to.  replace  it  with  anything  more  beneficial? 
J  know  of  hoiojughs  in  i he  country  where  the 
working  popular  ion  in  tjie  townpr«>p«^'r  is  chiefly 
4  immunity  of  sh*  pkeepers  and  tradesmen  who 
d^noi  almoMt  enti>ely  on  the  small  farmers  of 
^e  8urr  unding  districts  for  their  su  port. 
Yon  wpuld  find, these  very  workmen  would  at 
once  object  to  Sta'e  interference  of  the  kind 
contemplated.  A  few  workmen  might  clamour 
ip  the  Government,  ard  sav,  **  We  want  a 
imndi^  acres  of  land  divided  amongst  us  " ; 
but  wouTd  it  he.  fair  to  ruin  .  several  small 
farmers  m  order  to  find  that  land?  I  consider 
this  kind  of  legisla'ion  premature.  What  is 
wanted  instead  of  clau^^e  6  is  a  very  simple 
amendment  of  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act 
of  1897 ».  claujse  8  of  wbioh  readp. — 

"  In  the  cHseof  lard  situate  within  five  miles 
of  any  of  the  Cities  of  Auckland,  Wellington, 
Gfaristchurch,  or  Dunedin,  not  more  than  one 
bundrt^d  acres  shall  be  compnlnorilv  taken  in 
any  one  year :  Piovi  led  that  this  limit  of  one 
hundred  aores  shall  apply  separately  wiih  re- 
ference to^each  such  ciiy." 

Now,  I  think,  if  after  the  word  "  Dunedin  *' 
the  words  i%ere  added  "or  the  ar^jacent  sub 
urban  municipalities,"  it  would  meet  every- 
thing the  Premier  and  the  Government  are  en- 
deavouring now  to  overtake.  It  would  enable 
them  %o  take  any  such  land-  as  is  to  be  found 
about  the  Hut^«  and  would  enable  them  to  go 
beyond  Caversbam,  Mornington,  Roslyn,  and 
other  places  round  Danedin.  The  object  of 
this  clause  is  mainly  to  supp^  homes  for  work- 
ing 'me^  in  our  donkey  crowded  centres,  not  to 
deal  with  boroi^bs  in  the  country  vv  here  there 
is  no  fiuch  demand. ,  1  believe  working-men  in 
some  of  onr  borouglis  want  pie  es  of  land,  ^ut 
they  want  larger  areas  than  three  or  four  acres  ; 
but  to  make  this  Act  of  gent>ral  appl.icaton 
to  the  whole  of  the  boroughs  of  New  Z*'aland,  I 
tbiiilc,  will  not  have  %  very  beneficial  effect.) 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  (Bruce).— 3»r,  I  have  very 
mnol^  pUaSjUre  id  congratulating  the  honour- 
able gentlemajQ  on  his  speech,  but  X  think  it  is 
right  tl\a^^  ought  to  give  him  a  warning.  He 
saw  wl^at  was  Loe, result  of  the  courrte  followed 
by  lkl>.  Karnahaw,  ^e  late  monaber  for  .Dunedin, 
ai^^  by  .Mr.  Hptonepon ;,  and  I  que»ition  very 
xpLiiofc^  wheU^er  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
gp%  an  fnritatiph  to  the  next  Govern^nent 
caoous.  Welt,  Sir,.  I  think, what  w^s  under- 
lyiog  th^  wfaiofe  of  the  honourable  gentlemcsn's 
amment  w;afi,  this— in  Jbis^mind  .waa,t))is: 
"I  do  no^  y^e'w  ^with  ^favour  this  workman's 
tu^fOA  pusioe^s;,  and  ^hy  ?  ,  l^ecajiiae  it  will 
ucDit  the  amqunt  of  mopey  Jbo  be  Bpeiit  on  the 
acqiusitiozf.  ol  Ifuid  ii^  the  country,  district^; 
aj[id  1  am  much  nxo^  interested  in  tb^  country 
di8t^p^,.than  £kv  the ,  crpwded-out  settUinents 
m  the  towns."  t  ^»»  ^?  criticized  the  sqggeRii  n 
iSkaAe  by  th^  honourable  member  for  Edtn; 
and  I  think  there  was  a  good  deal  in  what  the 


honourable  member  for  Eden  said.  The  honour- 
able  member  for  Hasterton  said  the  Bill  waa 
imperfto^,  and  I  quite  agree  with  him.  I  think 
the  Bill  is  Qiiite  imperfect,  and  does  not  cope 
with  the  dimouity ;  but  the  member  for  Eden 
did  make  some  attempt  to  cope  with  the  diffi-^ 
cultv.  I  would  like  to  know,  for  instance,  how 
in  this  city  or  the  City  of  Duiiedin,  under  this- 
Bill,  any  provision  could  be  made  for  workmen's 
homes.  There  is  no  place  within  five  miles  of 
the  City  of  Wellington,  and  no  place  within 
five  miles  of  Dunedin,  that  would  make  satis- 
factory workman's  homes. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Yes. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN. — 1  do  not  know  any  place 
within  five  miles  of  Dunedin. 

Mr.  MORR' SON.— There  is  Sidey's  property, 

Mr.  J.  ATJiEN. — The  honourable  member 
has  quoted  a  property  that  is  high  up  on  the 
hills  outside  Dunedin,  comprising  cold,  clay 
land.  It  would  be  a  very  unsatisfactory  build- 
ing-place, and  would  oost  a  lot  of  money  for 
reading ;  and  I  hope  the  honourable  member 
has  something  better  in  his  head  for  workmen'a 
homes  than  that.  Before  leaving  the  member 
for  Masterton  I  want  to  draw  his  attention  to- 
clause  5.  The  honourable  member  was  arguing^ 
very  reasonably  and  fairly,  in  favour  of  small 
settl<>rs  within  five  miles  of  the  smaller  country 
boroughs,  with  their  dairy  farms  and  factories^ 
and  so  on,  and  what  right  had  the  State  to 
come  in  and  take  the  land  from  these  holders. 
Does  he  recollect  under  what  conditions  the 
State  proposes  to  take  such  land  under  this 
Bill — namely,  on  the  fair  market-value  of  the 
land?  Does  he  agree  with  that  principle?  If 
the  State  comes  in  and  takes  at  a  fair  actual 
value,  what  Is  the  value  of  the  dairy  factory 
and  the  money  they  are  making  out  of  their 
cows?  ,  Sir,  I  think  the  honourable  member 
will  see  that,  having  attacked  the  question 
from  that  point  of  view,  he  cannot  support 
clause  5  of  this  Bill,  because  if  he  doep,  and 
this  Bill  is  carried,  then  these  small  f  \rmera 
may  have  their  farms  taken  away  at  the  actual 
fair  selling-value  of  the  land,  and  no  assessment 
\>i  allowed  for  any  pecuniary  interest  in  tha 
dairy  factory  and  many  other  things  that  are 
of  value  to  them,  but  cannot  he  assessed  in 
assessing  the  actual  selling- value  of  the  land. 
The  honourable  member  for  Ghristohurch  City 
hcbs  also  suggested  a  method  for  dealing  with 
these  workmen's  homen — the  method  adopted 
in  the  Old  Country,  and  very  likely  suitable  to 
the  Old  Country,  but  I  question  very  much  if 
suitable  to  New  Zealand.  We  have  not  yet 
gpt  to  the  conditions  in  the  Old  Country ;  we 
have  not  the  orowded:Ont  towns,  where  it  is 
becoming  a  material  necessity  for  the  local 
bqdie^  themselves  to  deal  with  the  question. 
I  do  not  think  we  hav^  ^ne  as  far  as  that 
in  New  Zealand,  and  I  question  very  much,  if 
this  matter,  was  relegated  to  the  local  bodies  to 
deal  with,  whether  they  would  touch  it.  Tha 
local  bodies  generally  have  to  attend  to  roads, 
and  make  water-works  and  drainage,  which 
take  op  their  efforts  at  the  present  time  ;  and 
it  seems  to  me  very  doubtful  if  any  local  body 
in  New  Zealand  would   be  in   a  position  to- 
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bozTOW  money  for  ibe  parpoee  of  pnrobaBing 
land»  eitber  witbin  tbe  borough  or  wiibin  a 
reasonable  distaoce  of  it,  for  workmen's  bomes. 
I  feel  certain  they  bave  saffioient  now  to  do 
witb  tbe  new  works  of  a  new  colony  witbont 
undertaking  tbis  work.  Tben,  witb  regard  to 
clause  6:  tbe  clause  is  utterly  imperfect;  it 
makes  no  real  provision  for  workmen's  bomes. 
Wben  tbe  original  Act  came  before  tbe  House 
in  1894  I  and  a  great  many  otbers  supported 
ttie  clause  in  tbat  Bill  intended  to  deal  witb 
small  settlement,  and  I  Uiougbt  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  acquisition  of  land  for 
workmen's  bomes.  I  felt  then,  and  still  feel, 
tbat  there  was  more  necessity  for  the  Qovern- 
meat  making  some  provision  for  tbe  purchase 
of  land  in  proximity  to  the  larger  boroughs  than 
there  was  for  their  purchasing  large  estates  to 
place  small  settlers  on.  I  said  so  then,  and  I 
say  so  now,  for  there  is  Native  and  other  land 
stiU  available  whiob  small  settlers  can  take  up. 
Gertaiuly  it  is  under  some  diaadvantage,  but 
still  the  land  can  be  obtained  by  them.  In 
the  case  of  crowded  cities — take,  for  instance, 
Wellington  and  Dunedin  —  those  places  are 
last  becoming  crowded,  owing  to  the  configura- 
tion of  tbe  couQtry,  and  something  should  be 
done  to  provide  for  workmen's  homes;  but, 
admitting  all  that,  this  Bill  does  not  deiJ  vdth 
tbe  difficulty,  nor  does  tbe  Bill  referred  to  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Ghristcburch  City 
(Mr.  Taylor).  Tbe  difficulty  lies  deeper  than 
that.  It  is  comparatively  an  easy  matter  to 
deal  with  men  who  are  in  constant  employment 
and  are  receiving  a  decent  wage.  As  an  honour- 
able member  interjects,  such  men  can  look 
after  themselves ;  but,  still,  there  would  be  no 
harm  if  tbe  Government  came  to  their  help. 
But  tbat  is  not  where  the  difficulty  lies ;  the 
difficulty  lies  in  a  lower  stratum  than  that — in 
the  case  of  men  who  are  only  casually  em* 
ployed.  This  Bill  will  make  no  provision 
whatever  for  this  class  of  people;  and,  al- 
though it  might  be  right  for  us  to  sissist 
those  in  a  fair  position,  still,  there  is  the 
mora  necessity,  if  we  can  do  so  reasonably 
and  safely,  to  make  provision  for  those  poorer 
olasses  I  have  been  referring  to.  This  Bill 
seems  to  me  like  beating  tbe  air.  It  pro- 
vides tbat  land  may  be  taken  oompulsorily 
within  a  borough  or  town  district.  What  is  tbe 
necessity  for  taking  land  within  a  town  district 
in  New  Zealand,  or  within  five  miles  of  a  town 
-district,  for  workmen's  homes?  There  is  no 
necessity  for  tbat.  Such  a  provision  is  only 
inyiting  oppositioif  to  the  Bill.  Then,  what  are 
the  other  conditions  ?  Tbat  no  more  than  100 
Acres  shall  be  taken  in  any  one  year,  and  that 
the  owner  shall  have  tbe  right  to  retain  only 
five  acres  of  land.  What  does  tbat  mean  ?  It 
deals  not  only  with  boroughs,  but  also  witb 
town  districts.  Witbin  five  miles  of  the 
boundary  of  a  town  district  no  man  whose 
land  is  purchased  under  this  Bill  is  to  retain 
more  than  five  acres  of  land.  Can  anything 
■be  more  ridiculous  or  absurd?  The  question 
has  not  been  thought  out.  The  working-out 
•of  it  shows  no  principle ;  the  whole  thing  is 
an  absurdity.    I  should  like  to  see  some  Bill 
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I  brought  down  providing  for  workcnea's  homes 
I  near  the  large  towns  in  New  ZeaUnd.  It  may 
be  that  we  shall  have  to  adopt  some  method 
such  as  that  suggesied  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Eden — the  setttement  of  workmen^ 
bomes  at  places  some  little  distance  away  from 
towns  like  Wellington  and  Dunedin,  providing 
tbe  workmen  with  cheap  railway-fares.  I  be- 
lieve tbat  is  a  reaeonable  scheme.  But  the 
scheme  in  this  Bill  makes  no  provision  for 
assistance  being  given  to  the  men  alsar  they  get 
the  Und.  Witn  regard  to  clause  5,  I  am  qoite 
prepared  to  admit  that  on  the  face  of  it  the 
term  '*  actual  market  value  "  looks  very  reason- 
able and  fair.  But  I  can  give  instances  which 
honourable  members  will  see  at  once  show  the 
unfaiiness  of  this  proposal,  especially  in 


within  boroughs.  It  may  not  apply  so  forcibly 
to  land  in  country  districts,  where  the  change 
in  the  value  of  land  is  not  so  material  over  a 
course  of  vears  as  it  may  be  in  a  boroogfa. 
Take,  for  mstance,  the  Borough  of  Dnnedm. 
Twenty  or  twenty-five  years  ego  land  ooald  be 
sold  there  at  perhaps  £2,000  ao  acre ;  six  years 
ago  that  very  same  labd  could  not  be  et^  at 
all.  What  was  the  fair  market  value  of  it  six 
years  ago  ?  That  land  could  not  be  sold  six 
years  ago  for  £500.  Now  tbat  land  wdl  sell 
well  and  readily  at  a  good  figure.  Is  a  man 
who  has  purchased  land  twenty  years  ago  at 
£2,000  to  be  compelled  to  sell  it  at  'BSOO  in  a 
time  of  depression  ?  I  do  not  know  what  the 
definition  of  '*  fair  market  value  "  is  in  soeh 
instances  as  those. 

An  Hon.  Mxmbeb. — The  Court  would  deoids 
it. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.^That  is  what  the  present 
Act  decides.  I  maintain  this  Bill  is  really  only 
about  worth  the  paper  it  is  written  on.  As  to 
clause  6, 1  do  no(  really  see  tbat  it  is  going  to 
be  of  aoy  great  benefit.  I  hope,  however,  we 
shall  be  able  to  devii>e,  before  this  Parliament 
ends,  some  more  satisfactory  arrangement  with 
respect  to  workmen's  homes  than  that  snggeeted 
in  this  section. 

Mr.  MORRISON  (Oaversbam).— There  is  an 
old  saying — and  it  is  a  pretty  true  one — that 
"comiog  events  cast  their  shadows  before." 
The  general  election  seems  to  be  close  at  hand. 
To-night  we  have  had  a  discussion  on  work- 
men's villages,  workmen's  bomes,  and  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Land  for  Settlements  Aot;  and, 
to  my  great  surprise,  speaker  after  speaker  on 
the  Opposition  benches  has  been  praising  tbe 
landfor-settlement  policy  of  the  Govemmonti 
and  telling  us  he  approves  of  land  being  pxo- 
cured  and  cut  up  to  provide  homes  for  tiie 
workers  of  this  colony.  But  they  say  this  Bill 
does  not  go  far  enough.  We  have  jnet  had  a 
dissertation  from  one  of  tbe  most  oonservative 
landholders  in  this  colony— I  refer  to  tbe  mem* 
her  for  Bruce — and  he  told  us  this  Bill  is  not 
worth  tbe  paper  it  is  printed  on :  that  he  would 
prefer  a  Bill  that  would  oo  much  further  in  lbs 
direction  of  providing  for  workmen's  homes, 
and  so  on.  He  gave  us  several  imaginary  illus- 
trations affecting  Dunedin.  I  think  I  can  speak 
with  some  authority  as  far  as  Dunedin  is  eoo- 
oemed,  and  I  say  the  honourable  mambec's 
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gtotement  will  not  bear  analysing  for  a  mo- 
ment. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Do  not  be  jealous. 

Mr.  MOBHISON.— I  am  not  jealous.  I  am 
goipg  to  answer  the  member  for  Bruce.  He 
stated  that  there  were  no  lands  about  Dunedin 
fit  to  be  taken  lor  these  Tillage  homes.  Why, 
Bir,  surely  the  honourable  gentleman  has  not 
been  residing  in  Dunedin  for  many  years. 
Poee  he  forget  the  large  extent  of  country 
down  the  Peninsula  ?  Any  honourable  gentle- 
man acquainted  with  that  district  knows  that 
there  are  large  tracts  there  well  adapted  for 
settlement ;  it  is  called  the  garden  of  Otago. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — No  railway. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— " No  railway"?  There 
is  plenty  of  accommodation  with  'buses,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  if  a  sufficieift  number 
of  people  were  settled  there  there  would 
Boon  be  an  extension  of  the  present  tram- 
way system.  We  have  also  a  Une  known 
as  the  Ocean  Beach  Railway  running  out 
there,  and  with  a  little  pressure  I  think  it 
could  be  utilised.  The  Assets  Realisation  Board 
aUo  hold  a  large  estate  within  half  a  mile  of 
Anderson's  Bay  Township.  It  has  been  in  the 
market  for  a  oonsiderabfe  time,  but  the^  want 
to  sell  it  in  one  block.  That  estate  is  well 
adapted  for  cutting  up  and  selling  in,  say, 
tiirae-aore  blocks.  Men  working  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood could  reside  on  these  allotments, 
And  if  thev  only  had  intermittent  work 
they  could  devote  their  spare  hours  to  the  im- 
provement of  their  properties,  and  they  would 
also  be  enabled  to  bring  up  their  sons  and 
^oghters  to  a  healthy  country  life.  Then,  we 
have  the  Qreen  Islana  Township  connected  by 
railway  within  four  miles  of  Dunedin.  There 
are  hundreds  of  acres  there  that  might  be 
atilised  in  this  way.  The  honourable  member 
for  Bruce  laughed  when  I  mentioned  Sidey's 

Sroperty.  Why,  Sir,  it  runs  from  the  Forbury 
toad  right  through  to  the  Green  Island  Town- 
aliip,  a  distance  of  four  or  five  miles  in  length. 
Mr.  Sidey  has  property  scattered  all  over  this 
Area.  He  has  refused  to  sell  these  lands.  For 
a  great  number  of  years  he  has  kept  back  the 
Bcorough  of  Gaversham  very  much  oy  refusing 
to  sell  except  at  an  enormous  prioe.  The  pro- 
perty is  on  the  suzmy  side  of  Gaversham,  and 
he  will  not  sell  for  building  and  other  purposes 
nnleBS  he  gets  a  price  which  the  working-men 
cannot  afford  to  give.  I  have  mentioned  three 
different  localities  where  land  can  be  pro- 
onred  about  Dunedin  for  workmen's  homes.  I 
oould  also  point  to  the  Half-way  Bush,  where 
there  are  luge  areas  suitable  for  these  homes. 
This  land  coo^d  be  cut  up  at  a  reasonable  price. 
It  IB  close  to  the  city,  and  if  the  Government 
acquired  a  100- acre  block,  and  cut  it  into  two-, 
three-,  or  five-acre  lots,  they  would  be  eagerly 
Bought  by  the  wol-king-man.  There  was  one 
other  phase  of  the  question  which  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bruce  referred  to.  He  said 
this  Bill  would  not  help  the  casual  worker.  He 
said  that,  while  the  man  in  regular  employment 
and  in  receipt  of  regular  wages  might  secure 
flome  advantage,  the  Bill  would  not  reach  the 
lower  Btratum— that  lower  class  in  the  scale  of 


working-men  who  only  had  two  or  three  days' 
work  a  week.  This  Biil,  I  maintain,  will  help 
to  lift  that  class  and  make  them  independent — 
I  refer  to  the  man  depending  on  a  casual  day's 
work  about  the  railway-shed,  or  wharf,  or  any 
other  place.  Of  course,  he  must  be  a  hard-work- 
ing, industrious  fellow,  and  anxious  to  get  on. 
We  will  say  a  man  of  this  description  takes  up 
a  block  of  three  acres  within  three  or  four  miles 
of  Dunedin.  He  could  go  in  by  the  early 
train,  have  a  look  round,  and  if  there  was 
no  likelihood  of  getting  a  job  for  that  day 
he  could  go  back  again  and  work  five  or  six 
hours  on  his  section,  and  help  in  this  way  to 
"keep  the  pot  boiliog."  That  would  be  the 
very  class  this  Bill  would  suit.  That  man 
would,  by-and-by,  get  very  independent.  He 
would  be  getting  his  two  or  three  days'  work 
per  week,  and  possibly  on  these  three  acres  he 
could  grow  sufficient  potatoes  and  other  pro- 
duce to  help  to  keep  his  family,  and  by-and- 
by  he  might  be  able  to  procure  a  cow,  and  so 
on.  All  this,  in  my  opinion,  would  help  to 
make  him  feel  that  life  was  worth  living  after 
all ;  but,  better  than  all,  he  would  be  bringing 
up  his  family  in  a  pure,  healthy  atmosphere, 
and  making  them  accustomed  to  country  life, 
and  when  toev  reached  the  age  of  manhood  and 
womanhood  the  chances  are  that  family  would 
have  a  notion  and  inclination  to  go  into  the 
country,  get  employment  there,  and  take  up  a 
larger  area.  Under  present  conditions  that 
family  would  be  brought  up  in  the  slums  of 
our  large  cities ;  the  breadwinner  would  get 
only  two  or  three  days'  work ;  he  would  earn 
only  bread-and-butter  for  himself,  his  wife  and 
family;  the  family  would  be  neglected,  with 
no  hope  for  the  future.  If  this  Bill  beiBomea 
law,  as  I  hope  it  will,  it  will  remove  the  dark 
cloud  of  despair  that  at  present  hangs  round 
a  large  number  of  the  working-men  of  this 
colony.  That  is  a  picture  of  the  present  con- 
ditions. We  can  provide  small  blocks  of  land, 
and  take  that  section  of  the  community  I  have 
in  my  mind's  eye  at  the  present  moment  and 
put  them  on  that  land.  Even  if  they  start  in  a 
very  small  way,  by-and-by  they  would  be  able 
to  gather  about  them  a  certain  amount  of 
comfort.  They  would  be  independent,  and  not 
afraid  of  their  landlord,  because  their  bread- 
and-butter  would  be  secure.  They  would  be 
always  taking  something  from  the  land,  and  the 
rent  would  be  a  mere  bagatelle.  That  is  one 
phase  of  these  w^kmen's  homes  that  I  feel 
very  strongly  about,  and  it  is  one  which  I  say 
is  contained  in  this  measure.  We  admit  that 
no  Bill  ever  introduced  into  this  House  is  per- 
fect. What  do  we  bring  down  Bills  for? 
What  do  we  get  up  second  -  reading  debates 
for  ?  What  do  we  take  them  through  various 
stages  in  Committee  for,  and  through  all  the 
various  stages  laid  down  in  parliamentary 
procedure?  Is  it  not  for  the  purpose  A 
improving  them  ?  A  considerable  number  of 
objections  raised  here  to-night  so  far  as  work- 
men's villages  are  concerned  are  Committee 
objections ;  they  can  be  removed.  As  regards 
areas  to  be  cut  up,  the  number  of  acres  each 
man  will  receive  in  a  particular  block,  that  can 
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All  be  Befttled  in  Committee.  This  in  a  step  in 
the  right  direction ;  and  if  ibis  Bill  beoomes 
law — and  I  am  sure  it  will,  for  it  has  got  the 
ball-brand  of  approval  from  the  Opposition — it 
will  do  an  immense  amount  of  go  d.  I  have  a 
notion  that  it  is  the  general  election  which  has 
brought  Ruch  a  strong  expression  of  opinion  in 
favour  of  the  Bill  now  before  the  House.  Now, 
I  would  like  to  touch  on  one  or  two  points 
raised  by  one  or  two  previous  speakers.  Take 
the  honourable  member  for  Masterton.  I  was 
thoroughly  amused  at  him,  and  thought  to 
myself  it  was  a  rattling  good  Tory  speech  he 
made,  and  I  told  him  so  when  he  sat  down. 
Then,  after  I  found  the  honourable  m'  mber  for 
Bruce  app'anding  and  telling  him  It  was  a 
rattling  giod  speech,  I  felt  convinced  my  re- 
mark was  justified.  The  honourable  member 
for  Masterton  stated  that  under  this  Bill  the 
owners  of  tbirty,  fortv,  or  fifty  acres  would  be 
destroyed.  The  thing  is  simply  abRurd.  There 
is  not  a  line  in  the  Bill  which  proposes  to  inter- 
fere wi'h  the  small  farmers.  Subsection  (1)  of 
clause  6  states : — 

"Not  more  than  one  hundred  acres  shall 
be  so  taken  in  any  one  year  within  any  one 
borough  or  town  district,  or  within  five  miles 
of  tlie  boundary  thereof." 

And  it  also  ntaten  that  the  owner,  proprietor, 
or  occupier  of  that  land  shall  be  allowea  to  re- 
tain an  area  of  Ave  acr  s  surrounding  his  home- 
stead. If  the  five  acre-i  is  not  sufficient  it 
ooul'i  be  increased  to,  say,  fifty,  but  that  is 
a  matter  that  can  be  remedied  in  Committee. 
The  Q<  vemment  only  propone,  where  tht  re  are 
large  blocks  of  land  around  large  cities  or 
ar-'Und  our  boroughs,  and  where  there  is  a 
strong  demand  for  land  for  workmen  *s  homes, 
to  oompulsorilv  acquire  that  land  and  cut  it 
up  into  suitable  artas  and  sell  it  to  the  work- 
men. That  is  what  the  Government  propose  to 
do. 

An  Hon.  Mbubeb. — The  Government  have 
that  power  now. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— The  Government  has  the 
power  to  acquire  i^itbin  a  five-mile  radius,  and 
they  tan  only  take  100  acres  over  what  i<« 
known  a<9  the  prescribed  maxinium,  which  is 
200  acres,  if  it  in  first-class  land. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Each  year. 

Mr.  MORRlJ^ON.— *»  Each  year."  And  the 
result  is,  say,  in  the  insrance  of  Wellington, 
where  there  are  probably  only  a  couple  of 
blocks  puitahle  for  cutting  up 

An  Hon.  MEmbeb.— Why,  there  is  the  whole 
of  Karori. 

Mr.  MOBiKTSON.— Is  that  adapted  for  this 
kind  of  settlement?  I  do  not  know  Welling- 
ton, and  I  am  not  going  to  speak  about  a  place 
I  know  nothing  of;  but,  judging  from  the 
appearance  of  the  hills  that  surround  this  city, 
and  which  I  dnily  see  gong  to  ai.d  from  my 
lodgings,  I  do  not  think  they  have  much  land 
for  close  settlement  here. 

An  Hon.  Meubbb.— It  is  closely  seittled 
already. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Well,  in  that  case  it  is 
not  open  for  selection  for  workmen's  homes. 
The  present  Act  gives  the  Government  power 
Mr,  Morrison 


to  acquire  100  acres  near  any  of  the  four 
large  centres  within  a  five-mile  radios,  but 
it  does  not  give  them  that  oompuli^ry  power 
necessary  for  them  to  make  a  decent  baigain 
in  the  interests  of  the  workmen. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— Oh,  yee,  it  does. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— No.  The  thing  is  just 
this :  At  the  present  moment,  if  they  approadi 
an  owner  of  a  property  near  the  ci^  and 
propose  to  take  100  acres  of  his  property  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  workmen's  homes, 
tbiskt  owner  pots  a  fancy  price  on  the  land,  and 
the  Government  has  no  power  to  take  him  into 
Court  unless  he  holds  more  land  than  the  pre- 

«^  ^    'scribed  maximum.     Clause  8  of  *^Tk» 

^^'"'  Land  for  Settlements  Act,  1697.*'  states 
this:— 

'*  In  the  case  of  land  situate  within  five  miles 
of  any  of  the  Cities  of  Auckland,  Wellington, 
Chrlstchurcb,  or  Dunedin,  not  more  than  one 
hundred  acres  shall  be  ctmpulsoriW  taken  in 
anv  one  yeisr :  Provided  that  this  limit  of  ooe 
hundred  acres  Shall  apply  separately  with  re- 
ference to  each  such  city.*' 

Several  honourable  gentlemen  wish  to  know 
what  is  the  necei^sity  for  bringing  in  this  mea> 
sure  peeing  the  Government  alreadv  have  power 
to  take  100  acres.  If  those  honourable  gentle- 
men will  kindly  refer  to  clause  5  of  the  same 
Act  they  will  see  it  there  stated  : — 

"  In  section  two  of  the  principal  Act  the  de- 
finition of  *  prescribed    maximum  '   ia  hera^ 
amended  by  substituting  *two  hundred 
in  lieu  of  *  five  hundred  acres.'  " 

S?  that  the  present  position  Is  this:  If  i 
has  got  200  aoires  of  first-class  land  situated 
within  five  miles  of  any  of  the  four  princS^ 
centres  of  the  colony  the  Government  has  do 
power  to  take  one  single  acre  of  that  land  from 
nim  coropulsorify,  but  under  the  proposed  B31 
the  Government  will  be  able  to  take  all  his  land 
with  the  exception  of  five  acres.  Of 
the  main  Ace  of  1894  states,  in  clause  2 : — 

"  *  Prescribed  maximum  *  means  either 
thousand  acres  of  first  class  land  or  two  thoa* 
'sand  acres  of  second  class  land  with  a  site  lar 
a  homestead,  or  five  thousand  acri>8  of  tfdrd- 
class  land  witl  a  site  for  a  homestead,  ezeept 
in  the  case  of  Und  situated  within  five  miki 
of  any  of  the  Cities  of  Auckland,  W(llin^[tott, 
Christchurch,  or  Dunedin,  when  'prescribed 
maximum '  means  five  hundred  acres  of  any 
class." 

Well,  under  the  amended  Act  of  1897  we  te- 
duced  that  500  acres  to  200  Weres.  Now,  IbJO 
land  8itna*^ed  within  the  five-inilo  radius  in  any 
of  the  cities  cannot  be  taken  under  the  present 
law  for  workmen's  homes  so  long  as  the  mo- 
priFtor  possesses  no  more  thiftn  200  acres,  oat 
if  this  Bill  becomefr  law  the  Government  wOl  be 
ei^abled  to  acquire  100  acre^  in  any  one  borough 
or  town  district,  ^tthln  five  miles  of  the  bound- 
ary thereof,  as  long  lis  they  l6ave  the  le^  pro- 
prietor five  acrf 8. 

An  Hon.  MeubEb.— Is  it  to  be  idlken  off  one 
man,  or  off' several  bloc'ks? 

Mr.  MORRISON.— It  may  be  taken  off 
several  blocks  if  necessary.  The  Bill  does  not 
say  that  it  shall  be  taken  off  one  block;  !t 
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only  Bays  that  the  Government  shall  have  the 
power  u>  take  100  acres  within  any  borough 
or  town  district,  and  within  five  miles  ot  tae 
boimdacy  of  a  borough  or  town  distrijt^  £or 
the  purpose  of  workmen's  homes;  but  there' is 
nothing  whatever  in  the  Bill  compellirtg  the 
Oovernmen^  to  take  100  acres  in  any  one 
pariioalar  block,  or  from  one  block.  They  oan 
take  ifc  from  half  a  dos^-n  blockis. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Can  th»y  take  ten  acres 
icDXD  a  man  haviog  fifteen  acres  ? 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Say  a  man  has  fifteen 
acres,  and  there  is  a  demand  in  that  particular 
^aar  er  for  land,  the  Government  would  'have 
powtr  to  take  the  ten  acres  and  leave  him  five 
acres,  and  they  could  cut  it  up  into  workmen's 
homos  if  necessary.  But,  of  course,  they  are 
going  to  give  the  fall  market  value  for  the  land 
so  taken. 

An  Hon.  Mkikbbb. — "Fair"  market  yalue. 

Mr.  MORRISON.  — Well,  I  suppose  a  fair 
market  va>ue  would  be  the  full  n^arket  value. 
I  do  not  know  that  you  could  call  it  anyihi/g 
«l^e.  The  whole  matter  is  left  to  the  Court  to 
decide.  Ko  doubt  the  seller  would  have  his 
regular  price,  and  ^  the  Government  object  he 
wool  I  brings  the  matier  before  the  Court,  and 
the  Court  would  examine  witnesses  on  behalf 
of  the  seller  and  the  Govemtueot  Assessor,  and 
would  then  come  t  j  a  fair  and  equitable  arranger 
ment :  it  would  decide  what  ie  the  fair  market 
▼alue  foe  the  property,  l^tiere  is  another  point 
or  two  that  I  wish  to  touch  on,  and  that  is  in 
eonndotion  with  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Selwyn.  He  said  that  these  work- 
men*B  villages,  if  erected  within  the  boundary 
o£  a  borough,  would  have  no  proper  sanita> 
tion — no  drainage  and  no  ^atei;.  1  remember 
a  oasa  in  my  own  experience.  I  rem>mbar 
purohasinR  a  property  witnin  two  miles  of  the 
oeoire  of  Dunedin,  within  a  suburban  borough. 
It  is  a  good  many  years  ago,  and  X  remember 
that  th^  first  thing  1  had  to  do  when  I  went 
home  was  to  take  a  bucket  to  obtain  hufficidnt 
water  for  the  use  of  t^e  house.  For  n^ontbs 
afier  that  all  the  water  had  to  be  carried  a  con- 
siderable distance,  becau<ie  there  was  none  on 
the  place.  We  had,  to  depend  unon  the  ram- 
water  for  the  supply,  as  all  country  settlers,  as 
a  rule,  have  to  do.  With  regard  to  drainage,  we 
DOW  have  drainage  in  most  of  our  boroughs,  and 
a  good  water  supply.  They  are  all  pretty  well 
conn^-cted  with  the  drainage  systems,  and  the 
local  authorities  are  only  too  anxious  to  extend 
the  water-supply  to  any  point  where  they  are 
likely  to  get  two  or  three  consumers.  There- 
fore, with  regard  to  drainage  and  water-supply, 
I  do  not  attach  a  great  deal  of  value  to  the 
objections.  He  also  said  the  way  to  make  these 
workmen's  homes  a  success  would  be  for  the 
Government  to  erect  the  houses.  Well,  I  feel 
rare  I  have  only  to  point  out  the  enormous  ex- 
piense  the  Government  would  incur  in  build- 
ing houses  to  show  that  the  objection  is  fatal. 
It  is  the  same  objection  that  applies  to  the 
scheme  of  the  hono-irable  member  for  Eden, 
Hr.  Bollard.  Hi^i  scheme  is  a  very  nice  on^, 
and  looks  well  on  paper,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
he  ooold  make  out  a  good  case,  but  the  fatal 


objection  vk  the  enormous  cost  to  the  colony. 
There  was  one  other  point  made  by  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition.  Ue  asks,  Why  should  the 
Government  take  land  from  A  and  B  for  the 
purpose  of  selling  it  to  C  and  D  ?  I  do  not 
think  that  ii  is  at  all  a  fair  illustration  of  what 
the  Government  propose  to  do.  They  propose 
to  purchase  land  from  A  and  B,  and  after  its 
purchase  they  piopose  to  allocate  it  to  all  the 
other  leit^-rs  of  the  alphabe*. ;  they  propose  tc 
cut  it  up  for  the  purpo>e  of  givii  g  it  to  twenty 
or  thirty  or  forty  ind  vidual  »>ettler8,  only  after 
they  have  given  a  fair  or  a  full  price  for  it  to  A 
and  B.  Ue  also  p  intad  out  that  a  man  might 
have  built  up  a  business  in  one  of  the  suburbs 
and  along  would  come  the  Government  and 
destroy  the  whole  of  that  business.  Well,  1  do 
not  know  that  there  is  very  much  in  that  oh- 

i'ection.  It  is  a  fairly  fiasible  argument,  but 
'.  would  point  out  that  the  Government,  or  the 
Court,  in  taking  into  consideration  the  effect  of 
the  piroperty  being  taken  compulsorily  for  the 
purpose  of  workmen's  homes,  would  take  the 
value  of  the  business  into  account,  and  would 
estimate  its  worth  in  determining  the  fair  OE 
full  market  value.  That,  no  doubt,  would  be 
considered  by  the  Court,  so  tha".  if  a  man  had  a 
larg^  ppi:tion  of  his  land  taken  in  the  suburbs 
fo^  workrnen^s  home^  and  the  loss  of  that  pre- 
vented him  carrying  on  his  business,  tne  Go- 
vernment would  have  to  p^y  a  very  much  higher 
price  because  the  owner  had  some  business  or 
fa<'t  'ry  upon  it. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Not  according  to  this 
clause.  A  man  might  be  making  his  living  out 
of  Che  land. 

Mr,  MORRISON.  —  Well,  of  course,  that 
would  be  taken  into  account. 

An  Hon.  Mjucbeb.— No ;  that  is  what  is  done 
now,  but  it  is  not  provided  for  here. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Cla-use  6  says:  *»i;n  de- 
termining the  compensation  payable  in  r^  sp  ct 
of  land  compulsorily  taken,  or  thereby  injuri- 
ously affected,  the  Court  shall  in  every  case 
have  regard  ouly  to  the  fair  actual  market  va^ue 
of  the  land."  Well,  I  maintain  that  the  words 
"or  thereby  injuriously  affected"  would  cover 
the  point  that  I  am  arguing  at  the  present 
moment.  The  fact  that  the  man  was  carrying 
on  a  business,  or  making  a  livelihood  off  the 
Und— which  could  not  be  done  on  the  portion 
\U  to  him— would  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. I  bflieve,  myself,  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Patea  was  arguing  this  in  a  law- 
court  he  would  take  up  the  same  position 
I  have  assamf'd  at  the  present  time.  I  am 
pleased  to  find  that  clause  6  ha^  been  added 
to  the  Bill.  I  am  glad  to  see  the  Government 
are  determined  to  do  something  in  the  way  of 
establishing  workmen's  homes  in  some  of  our 
large  centres.  It  is  a  question  that  I  hope  to 
see  the  House  approach  in  a  fair  and  reasonable 
spirit.  Speaking  from  a  fairly  good  knowledge 
of  the  working- classes,  I  oan  assure  memoers 
that  in  nearly  all  the  Urge  centres  there  are 
areas  of  land  that  might  be  acquired  for  this 
purpose  if  the  Bill  was  on  the  siaiute-book  of 
the  colony;  and  the  working-men,  I  believe, 
would  be  only  too  glad  to  get  the  chance  of 
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taking  up  a  piece  of  land  for  a  home  tor  them- 
selves and  their  famih'es.  It  is  a  matter  that 
the  Goveroment  would  not  lose  a  single  shil- 
ling on,  and  would,  undoubtedly,  be  a  great 
advantage  to  tbe  workers.  For  years  past  we 
have  been  enaoting  laws  in  this  Mouse,  such  as 
the  Land  for  Settlements  Act,  the  Advances  to 
Settlers  Act,  and  other  measures,  designed  to 
benefit  the  country  people,  as  well  as  establish- 
ing dairy  schools,  and  importing  dairy  lecturers 
and  dairy  instructors ;  and  I  am  very  pleased 
now  to  find  that  the  Government  are  prepared 
to  extend  their  operations  in  the  direction  of 
dealing  with  uiban  and  suburban  land,  for  I 
understand  it  is  proposed  to  extend  the  scope 
of  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  to  the  residents 
of  these  lands.  They  also  propose,  as  we  see 
in  the  Bill  now  before  the  House,  to  pur- 
chase land  near  the  large  centres  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  the  working-classes  with 
homes ;  and,  seeing  the  great  advantages  that 
have  accrued  to  the  colony  from  the  measures 
we  have  passed  within  the  last  few  years  in  the 
direction  of  close  settlement  and  putting  people 
on  the  land  in  the  country  districts,  I  trust  the 
country  members  will  now  give  some  considera- 
tion to  the  wants  of  the  cities  and  suburbs, 
and  support  the  Government  in  their  proposal 
'• '  purchase  land  for  workmen's  homes  m  or 
near  the  large  centres.  I  hope  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  will  be  agreed  to,  and  that 
the  measure  will  become  law. 

Mr.  TANNER  (Avon).— I  shall  not  detain 
the  House  for  more  than  a  few  minutes,  as  I 
have  no  wish  to  discuss  the  Bill  in  detail  at 
length  at  this  late  hour.  I  must  say  I  am 
not  prepared  to  criticise  any  of  the  previous 
speakers  on  account  of  the  sentiments  they 
have  expressed,  as  most  of  them  have  been 
viewing  the  proposed  legislation  from  their 
particular  stsind points ;  and  in  some  cases  it 
IS  quite  possible  that  experience  and  knowledge 
of  some  points  referred  to  may  be  defective, 
and  that  m  others  there  is  evidently  a  lack  of 
knowledge  as  to  what  has  already  been  done. 
That  undoubtedly  has  betrayed  itralf  in  one  or 
two  of  tbe  speakers.  However,  although  there 
has  been  a  striking  difference  of  opinion,  and 
very  divergent  views  expreased,  I  think  the 
Bill  has  been  very  fairly  discussed  up  to  the 
present  from  all  sides.  No  doubt  there  is  a 
great  contrast  between  the  Bill  as  it  is  in  print 
before  us  and  the  introductory  speech  of  the 
Premier.  The  Bill  before  us  is  A  Bill  that  is 
intended  to  amend  in  some  particulars,  and 
expand  in  some  degree,  tbe  laws  of  land- 
settlement  we  have  enacted  in  past  sessions. 
The  speech  of  the  Premier  dealt  with  over- 
orowding  in  cities,  and  the  necessity  for  work- 
men's dwellings;  and  between  the  two— the 
Bill  and  the  speech — there  is  little  connection 
apparent,  because  of  the  confusion  that  exists 
in  the  minds  of  many  honourable  members 
from  the  way  in  which  the  various  phases  of 
the  land-settlement  question  have  been  mixed 
up  in  our  legislation.  From  a  knowledge  of 
the  enactments  that  have  been  passed  in  this 
House  during  the  last  half-dosen  years,  it  is 
pretty  clear  tke  Government  has  been  attempt- 
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ing  to  deal  with  all  claases  of  settlement  nnder 
one  system — and  there,  tmdoubtedly,  in  my 
opinion,  thej  ate  wrong,  and  it  will  be  joa4  ss 
weU  to  tell  them  so.    There  are  at  least  three 
recognised  divisions  of  land-settlement :  Firsti 
that  of  the  country  settlement — entirely  rural 
— which  is  not  under  discussion  at  present; 
second,  that  of  suburban  settlement  on  axeas 
of  smaJl  but  Tsrying  sise,  sufficient,  or  partly 
so,  to  yield  a  liTing  to  the  settler ;  and,  ihird, 
that  form  of  settlement  we  have  not  touolied 
at  all  so  far,  but  which  has  been  mentioned 
and  discussed  to-night,  and  regarding  which  no 
real  attempt  has  been  made  by  this  Cliaaiber 
to  grapple  with :  I  refer  to  the   qneetion  of 
workmen's  homes  in  or  near  the  towns — ^hoines 
and   residences    mainly,   irrespective    of   any 
attaching  area  of   land  worth   oonsidering — 
a  phase  of  settlement  (if  it  ean  be  called  aettie- 
ment,    for    location  would  be  a  better  tend) 
which  would  be  more  specially  applicable  to 
this  City  of  Wellington,  and  po8.*>ibly  Dnnedin. 
I  reoognise,  in  the  circumstances  of  the  ease, 
that  Christohurch  and  Auckland  are  differently 
situated  from  the  other  two  citiee,  and,  without 
saying  that  special  legislation  may  be  required 
for  these  towns,  snecial  treatment  is  certainly 
necessary.    The  objection  of   the   hononraUe 
member  for  Masterton — that  the  Bill  gives  oom- 
pultory  powers  to  the  Government  as  against 
landowners  down  to  a  reserved  minimom  of 
five  acres—is  literally  a  correct  one ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  have  watched  the  operations  of  the 
Land  Purchase  Board  during  some  years  with 
special  regard  to  the  purchase  of  land  for  small 
settlements,  and  I  think  his  apprehensians  aie 
preposterously  far  fetched.    But  the  objeetion 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Masterioa  to  tbe 
large  powers  sought  to  be  conferred  by  the  BiU 
is  one  which,  if  he  wishes  to  amend  the  Bill  is 
this  direction,  may  be  met  b^  making  the  Btfl 
apply  only  to  boroughs  with  a  given  popqila- 
tion — say,  four,  six,  or  eight  thousand — tiw 
limit  being  such  as  to  include  tbe  larger  townL 
Tbe  population  of  a  borough,  we  mnstxememher, 
is  the  population  within  its  manicipsd  limits, 
though  it  may  be  often  more  of  a  rural  than 
an  urban  population.    I  have  no  high  opinion 
of  tbe  judgment  shown  by  the  Land  Pufofaaae 
Commissioners  in  selecting  some  of  the  sites 
for  small  settlements,  but  I  cannot  imagine 
them  to  be  so  mad  as  to  purohane  properties 
of  the  description  and  in  the  localities  soggeeted 
by  the  member  for  Masterton.    Though  I  am 
aware  it  could  be  done  under  the  Bill  as  the 
Bill  stands,  nobody  could  ever  dream  of  snoh 
idiotic  abuse  of  power — for  it  would  be  nothing 
short  of  idiotic.    With  regard  to  the  desire  ex- 
pressed by  the  Premier  to  arrange  some  means, 
by  legislation,  by  which  woi^men  should  have 
dwellings  —  of   course   he  means  at  a  lower 
rental   than  under   existing  conditions,  and, 
probably,  with  greater  comfort — it  is  highly 
desirable  that  such  should  be  the  ease;  bat 
there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  mattv 
will  have  to  be  dealt  with  bv  tbe  Government^ 
if  it  is  dealt  with  at  all.    It  is  all  very  well 
for  the  member  for  Christohurch  City  (Mr. 
Taylor)  to  zemind  the  House  of  the  splsadid 
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work  ManioipAlitiee  are  doinK  in  the  United. 
Kingdom.  Manioipalities  in  New  Zealand  and 
in  the  United  Kiogdom  are  two  very  diff«reDt 
things.  Manioipalif  iea  in  the  Old  Country  have 
powers  which  have  not  heen  conferred  on  our 
If  unioipal  Councils,  and,  instead  of  controlling 
parishes,  they  administer  diatriots  with  the 
wealth  and  power  of  principalities.  If,  indeed, 
oar  Municipal  Councils  had  the  powen  alluded 
to,  we  most  rrmemher  the  personnel  of  our 
Goanoila—the  bulk  being  the  owners  of  bpuse- 
hold  or  tenement  property,  and  they  womd  be 
the  last  persons  in  the  world  to  set  in  motion 
optional  machinery  in  the  direction  of  ac- 
quiring land  for  ihe  erection  of  workmen's 
homes,  which,  being  let  on  reasonable  terms, 
would  immediatf  ly  come  into  competition  with 
and  exercise  a  lowering  effect  on  the  rents  they 
are  deriving  from  their  own  posssFsions.  We 
shall  have  to  abandon  all  idea  of  Municipali- 
ties doing  anything  of  Uie  kind— that  is,  if  we 
wish  anything  to  be  done  in  the  immediate 
fatore ;  and  I  sincerely  wish  something  to  be 
done  in  a  matter  so  vital  to  the  interests  of 
town  workmen.  In  my  opinion,  the  household 
rents  in  cities  and  suburbs  are  scandalously 
and  sinfully  high,  reaching,  I  am  credibly  in- 
formed, in  this  city  up  to  80  per  cent,  of  a 
labourer's  weekly  wage.  The  best  thing  will 
be  to  pass  the  Bill— improve  it  where  possible 
at  a  later  stage,  but  in  anv  case  pass  it — and 
give  power  to  the  Land  Purchase  Boards  to 
make  the  long  -  deferred  movement  for  the 
benefit  of  city  dwellers  which  has  been  talked 
about  so  much  and  so  long  without  anv 
definite  proposal  till  this  session.  Though 
I  have  no  wish  to  dilate  on  this  subject,  I 
would  jast  remind  the  honourable  member  for 
Bmoe  of  the  feebleness  of  the  objection  he 
raised — that  he  did  not  winh  to  see  sums  of 
money  spent  on  settlement  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  towns  because  it  decreased  the  amount 
of  money  which  would  be  spent  in  purchasing 
oountiy  land,  which  he  favoured  in  preference. 
I  might  inform  that  honourable  member,  if  he 
were  present,  that  he  need  not  allow  the  amount 
spent  in  purchasing  land  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  towns  to  distress  him,  for  since  the  first 
purchase  made  by  the  Land  Purchase  Board  in 
1895 — which  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Christ- 
ohurob — up  to  the  present  time  not  £90,000  has 
been  spent  on  small  settlements  altogether; 
the  total  area  acquired  is  under  750  acres ;  and 
that  out  of  over  &00,000  which  the  colony  has 
spent  during  the  last  six  or  seven  years  in  ac- 
quiring land  for  the  purposes  of  the  Land  for 
SetUexnents  Acts.  Now,  let  me  read  a  para- 
graph from  Parliamentary  Psp^^r  C.-5  of  last 
year  —  the  Land  for  Settlements  Report  of 
1896:— 

'^The  total  purchases  completed  up  to  the 
81st  March,  184^,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  land  purchase  system,  comprise  forty- 
nine  estates,  of  a  total  area  of  154,624  4Lcres, 
eostinir  £668,581,  to  which  has  to  be  added 
£87,197  for  roading,  surveving,  and  adminis- 
tration—in all,  £705,728  of  outlay.  Since  the 
81st  Mai  oh  two  properties  have  been  pur- 
ehased,  which  bring    the  total  of  areas  and 


cost   respectively    up   to   187,680    acres    and 
£809,a')d." 

So  thikt,  deducting  the  £20,000  fipent  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  towns,  about  £780,000  has 
gone  into  the  countrv;  and  let  me  add  that 
the  figures  just  quoted  are  exclusive  of  Cheviot, 
which  has  never  oeen  included  under  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Acts,  but  dealt  with^y  a  special 
statute.  Surely  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
no  reason  to  raise  the  objection  that  an  undue 
proportion  is  being  spent  on  small  settlement. 
There  is  scarcely  one  of  these  small  settle- 
ments that  I  do  not  know  personally,  and 
that  I  have  not  visited  ;  and  I  am  not  by  any 
means  prepared  to  join  in  the  condemnation 
expressed  by  the  junior  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  to  the  effect  that  they  are  failures. 
He  is  correct  in  saying  that  one  was  a  dismal 
swamp,  but  I  cannot  indorse  his  statement 
that  every  small  estate  acquired  has  been  a 
failure.  The  first  one— Boimata — acquired  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Christchurch  was  un- 
doubtedly the  best,  and  the  second  and  third 
were  but  little  inferior.  No  doubt  a  mistake 
was  made  in  giving  too  high  a  price  for  the 
settlement  known  as  Wharenui.  A  blunder 
of  no  ordinary  msgnitude  was  made  in  the 
selection  of  the  Heathcote  or  Pawaho  Settle- 
ment, which  has  been  referred  to  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr. 
Taylor).  It  is  within  a  mile  or  two  of  the 
coast-line,  and  so  little  above  the  sea-level 
that  a  high  tide  or  a  heavy  rainfall  places 
it  partly  under  water.  The  sixth  settlement, 
known  as  Tamai— forty  acres— has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  ballot  within  the  last  few  days. 
In  addition  to  these — six  in  number — around 
Christchurch,  we  have  the  Paparangi  Settle- 
ment at  Johnsonville,  two  or  three  miles 
from  this  city,  and  another  one  —  called 
Janefield — has  lately  been  purchased  on  the 
Taieri  Plains,  in  Otago.  That  comprises  the 
whole  amount  which  the  Government,  after 
all  the  talk,  after  all  the  expenditure  of 
energy  and  words  in  passing  three  Acts  of 
Parliament,  has  expended  out  of  a  total  sum 
of  £810,000  on  behalf  of  the  resident  work- 
men  of  the  large  towns.  If  the  House  passes 
the  second  residing  of  this  measure—  as  there 
is  not  the  slightest  doubt  it  will — it  can  be  ex- 
panded into  a  really  good  Bill,  capable  of  effect- 
mg  the  purpose  the  Premier  described,  but 
which  is  not  very  apparent  in  the  Bill  in  its 
present  form.  It  might  be  done  in  Committee, 
and  I  am  quite  certain  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
lend  a  hand  in  doing  it. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  (Wallace).— I  approve  of 
the  measure  before  the  House,  seeing  that  it 
extends  the  operations  of  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Act.  I,  however,  regret  very  much  that 
it  does  not  go  further,  and  remove  a  number  of 
anomalies  (3iat  now  exist,  and  supply  a  nimiber 
of  defects  in  the  present  Land  Act.  It  was 
11  on  pointed  out  by  the  Premier,  in  mov- 
^^'^'  ing  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill, 
and  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  land  policy 
of  the  Government  has  been  vigorous,  popu- 
lar, and  successful.  Estate  after  estate  haa 
been  purohased,  and  the  settlement  of  these 
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eet&tes  has  been  in  the  main — oertainly  n<lt 
in  every  instance— but  has  been  for  the  most 
part  veij  suooess'ul  indeed.  As  the  area  of 
Crown  land  available  must  always  be  decreas- 
ing, it  is  iieoessary,  if  we  are  not  going  to 
force  our  settlers  into  the  backwoods  of  New 
Zealand,  that  the  Oovemment  should  en- 
deavour to  acquire  estates  that  are  favour- 
ably situated  for  closer  settlement.  Tney 
should  acquire  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  good 
roads  and  railways,  and  so  give  the  settlers  the 
opportunity  of  establishing  themselves  com- 
fortably en  the  soil,  instead  of,  as  we  find  just 
DOW,  when  ihey  are  put  in  the  back  blocks,  that 
they  are  unable  to  pay  their  rents,  and  are 
forfeiting  their  sections.  In  the  Bill  before  the 
House  provision  is  made  for  extending  the  Act 
with  regard  to  the  compulsory  acquisition  of 
land  bordering  on  the  Town  Belts.  I  say  that 
is  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  We  have  in 
the  vicinity  of  Invercargill,  for  example,  just 
bordering  on  the  Town  Belt,  a  very  large  area 
of  land  which  is  held  by  the  trustees  of  the 
late  Mr.  J.  T.  Thompson.  There  is  little  or 
nothing  being  done  with  this  land,  because  the 
trustees  own,  as  well  as  this  suburban  land,  a 
^reat  deal  of  to^n  property.  As  tbe  town  is 
thus  hemmed  in  on  the  north  and  the  east  by 
this  trust  property,  and  not  permitted  to  ex- 
pand, the  rents  within  the  Town  Belt  are 
Abnormally  increased.  Were  this  property 
acquired  by  tbe  Government  for  workmen's 
■and  artisans*  bouses,  tbe  congested  state  of 
the  town  population  would  be  nlieved,  aiid 
rents  would  fall.  Thus,  I  say,  it  would  be  a 
step  in  tbe  right  direction  if  the  Qovernmeni 
were  given  the  power  to  compulsorily  acquire 
such  land. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — ^The  Act  gives  that  power 
now. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER.— Invercargill  is  not  one 
of  the  four  large  cities  that  are  named  in  the 
4c t.  I  should  like  to  see  the  Government 
■acquire  the  land  that  I  have  just  mentioned, 
and  BO  enable  the  labouring- people,  mechanics, 
■and  the  business-people  in  Invercargill  to  ob- 
tain building-sites  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town. 
Then  we  should  find  the  congested  state  of  the 
population  within  the  town  limits  decreasing, 
and  rents  would  necessarily  fall.  Now,  in  re- 
gard to  the  purchase  of  estates,  I  maintain  it 
should  be  the  object  of  the  Land  Purchase 
Board  to  obtain  estates  along  tbe  railway-line, 
or  situated  as  near  as  possible  to  the  railwayn. 
In  Southland  there  are  a  number  of  these 
estates  that  tbe  Government  would  be  justified 
in  acquiring.  Take,  for  iustance,  Heddon  Bush. 
There  is  an  area  of  tweniy-three  thouFand 
acres.  It  is  about  fourteen  miles  distant  from 
the  railway.  It  comprises  seme  of  the  most 
fertile  agricultural  land  in  Southland.  The 
settlers  in  that  vicinity  are  agitating  for  a 
branch  line  of  railway.  But  supposing  a  branch 
line  were  constructed,  what  would  be  the  result? 
The  result  would  be  that  it  would  put  some 
jg20,000  into  the  pockets  of  the  owners  of  this 
estate.  It  would  increase  the  market- value  61 
their  land  by  at  least  £1  an  acre.  Now,  I 
maintain  that  the  Government  should  acquire 
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the  land  in  the  first  place,  and  by  consfcructiog 
the  branch  railway  to  the  estate  it  wou din- 
crease  the  marktrt  value  of  the  land  by  £1  an 
acre,  and  the  settlers  who  took  up  the  land 
would  have  no  objection  to  pay  interest  on  the 
increased  value  of  tbe  land,  and  this  additional 
rental  would  pay  the  interetit  r  n  tbe  money 
expended  in  construe ti<  g  tbe  line.  We  Wve 
acquired  half  of  the  Merrival<i  Estate ;  the  Uliec 
half  is  not  yet  acquir  d,  i»ut  it  would  pay  the 
Government  to  acquire  it.  Then,  the  Casila 
Rock  Estate,  in  the  vici<  ity  of  Luuisd-  n,  would 
be  a  good  investment.  Every  boiiou'  able  mem- 
ber who  represents  a  country  coiisiituenoy  has 
instanrcA  in  his  own  electorate  of  estates  favour* 
ably  situated  for  close  settlement ;  ar^d  it  beht^ves 
the  Government,  whtn  they  see  an  oppi>rtunitj 
of  acquiring  these  ei^tates,  to  do  so  if  there  is  a^ 
demand  for  land  But  the  Government  hitherto' 
have  gone  very  slowly  and  cautiously  in  the 
matter  of  the  purchase  of'thtse  estates: 
thev  wait  until  the  estate  is  offered  to  them. 
In  the  South  I  do  not  believe  there  is  one  e-tata 
under  offer  to  the  Land  Purohaae  Board  al 
the  present  time.  But  why  do  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Board  wait  until  the  land  is  placed  al 
their  dispotiial  ?  '  Why  do  the  Board  no%  apply 
the  compulse]^  clauses  of  the  Act  when  tbey 
find  land  that  is  suitable  for  closer  aettlemen^ 
and  there  is  a  demand  fpr  it?  I  would  likt 
to  refer,  Sir,  to  a  few  of  the  anomalies  that 
exiwt  in  regard  to  the  distinction  between  the 
acquired  lands  and  Crown  landi).  I  am  way 
to  see  that  this  Bill  does  not  go  in  the  dizec- 
tioii  of  removing  a  few  of  tnef^e  anomalies. 
With  regard  to  Crown  lancls.  for  instance,  a 
settler  can  take  up  selec  ions  on  the  cash 
system,  lease  with  the  right  of  purchase  at  a 
rental  based  on  interest  at  5  per  cent.,  and 
lease  in  perpetui  y,  in  which  case  the  rate  of 
interest  is  4  per  cent.  But  under  the  Latd  foe 
Settlements  Act,  for  example,  there  is  only 
one  system ;  there  is  no  alternative.  A  settlsc 
must  take  up  his  selection  under  the  leaEe- 
in- perpetuity  system,  and  pay  not  4  per  cent 
but  5  per  cent,  interest,  not  only  on  tne  valae 
of  the  land,  but  also,  in  most  oases,  on  the 
cost  of  reading  and  bridging;  and  thev  have 
to  pay  this  5  per  cent,  on  this  roads-and-bridget 
loading  in  the  settlement  for  all  time.  I  main- 
tain that  this  is  an  anomaly.  In  my  dis&ricti 
for  example,  on  tbe  one  side  of  the  river  is  the 
Merrivale  Estate,  acquired  by  the  Govemmeot^ 
and  on  the  opposite  side  are  Grown  lands. 
Now,  the  settlers  on  the  Crown  lands  have 
an  advantage  over  the  settlers  on  the  ac^aired 
estate,  in  so  far  as  they  pay  4  per  cent.  Qa 
the  Merrivale  side  of  the  river  we  have  the 
setilers  pa>ing  5  per  cent.,  which  is  to  go  on 
for  999  years.  There  is  another  point  I  viooU 
advocate  that  the  Government  should  intio-' 
duce — and  they  must  introduce  it  sooner  oc 
later — periodical  revaluation  in  connection  with 
these  lands.  There  is  no  prospect  this  sesaioa 
of  a  Fair  Bent  Bill,  and  the  Betterment  Bill 
would  be  unfair  by  imposing  additional  tsxa^ 
on  those  who  hereafter  witl  have  the  beotfit 
of  public  works,  whereas  the  seitlers  hitherto 
have  had  the  benefit  of  public  works  and  the 
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inoneMed  yalne  of  the  land  oonseqaent  on  the 
oonstniction  of  these  public  works.    It  is  all 
Tecy  well  to  say  that  if  we  take  up  land  now, 
aod  pay,  say,  £1  lOs.  per  acre  for  it,  the  value 
will  remain  the  same.    Will  any  one  tell  me 
that  in  nine  hundred  years  the  value  will  siill 
be  £1  lOs.  per  acre  ?    What  about  the  unearned 
increment  ?    Take  the  case  I  have  just  referred 
to.    The  land  on  one  side  of  the  Waiau  River 
is  worth  £L  per  acre,  and  will  any  one  tell  me 
that  in  a  hundred  years  that  l&nd  will  still 
ooly  be  worth  £1  per  Ckcre  ?    By  the  construction 
ot  a  bridge  over  the  river  the  land  has  been 
inoreased  in  value  already.    Then,  again,  .sup- 
posing   there    is   private   property   alongside, 
tiie  descendants  of  the  owners  of  that  private 
property    will    be  charging  a  rent  altogether 
exorbitant  in  comparison  with   the  rent  that 
will  be  (barged  by  the  Grown  as  time  goes  on. 
I  say  that  the  periodical  revaluation  is  fair  and 
JQStf  and  it  will  come  sooner  or  later.    Now, 
with  regard  to  the  rate  of  interest:    Seeing 
that  the  Government  propose   to  reduce  the 
rate  of  interest  under  the  Advances  to  Settlers 
▲et,  why  not  also  reduce  the  rate  of  interest 
onder  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  ?      Seeing 
the  rate  of  interest  is  now  coming  down,  why 
are  these  settlers  compelled  to  pay  5  per  cent, 
on  the  Talue  of  the  property  ?    Or  is  there  no 
prospect  whatsoever  of  the  interest  being  re- 
ducM  ?    Provision  should  be  made,  and  I  have 
so  doubt  the  Government  will  see  their  way  to 
make  a  reduction  in  the  rate  of  interest  that  is 
being  charged  at  the  present  time.     Periodical 
revaluation  cannot  be  unjust,  because  it  will 
not  be  levied  on  improvements.  We  propose  that 
periodical  revaluation  shall  Ubke  place  on  the 
unimproved  value  of  the  lanoT    Then,  with  re- 
nid  to  transfer  from  one  system  of  acquiring 
land  to  the  other :    We  find,  for  example,  with 
regard  to  the  Land  Act,  that  a  settler  who  takes 
up  land  under  lease  with  the  right-of-purcbase 
olaosa  can,  without  a  great  deal  of  trouble, 
transfer  to  the  lease  in  perpetuity  ;  but  he  who 
takes  up  land  under  tne  lease  in  perpetuity 
cannot  retransfer  back  to  the  lease  with  right 
of  porchase.    Why  not  be  permitted  to  trans- 
fer either  way,  so  long  as  the  difference  in 
interest  up  to  the  time  of  transfer  is  paid? 
There  is  another  important  point  to  which  I 
wi^   to   refer,  and   it  is  this:  I  think  these 
estates  should  be  purchased   by  the   House, 
instead  of  by  the  Land  Purchase  Board.    The 
only  estate  purchased  by  Parliament  was  the 
(^oTiot  Estate,  and,  so  far,  it  has  been  the 
most    successfully    administered   estate    pur- 
ehaaed  by  the  Crown.    Sooner  or  later  we  shall 
have  the  present  Opposition  on  the  Govern- 
ment benches.    We  know  very  well  that  the 
Opposition  are  hand-in-hand  with   the  large 
landed  interests.    They  are,  for  the  most  part, 
largely  landed  proprietors   themselves.    Is  it 
not  probable  that  toey  will  put  this  country  to 
enormous  expense  in  purchasing  a  number  of 
eneumbered  estates  ?    If  the  advisableness  of 
making   these   purchases   were  discussed   by 
PuHament  we  would  then  know  v?hat.  we  were 
doing.      I   hope    the   time    will    soon    come 
when  these  estateis  ^ill  be  purchased  by  this 
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House.    I  shell  support  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wellington  City).— I  have  long 
thought  that  the  (Government  would  achieve  a 
miracle  when  they  succeeded  in  introducing  a 
Bill  which  would  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
member  for  Bruce,  or  the  member  for  Dunedin 
City  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie),  or,  shall  I  add, 
the  member  for  Patea.    The  member  for  Bruce 
said  the  Bill  was  not  worth  the  paper  it  is 
written  on;  that  it  was  merely  introduced  to 
raise  a  catch -cry,  and  that  it  would  fail  in  its 
purpose.    It  would  be  something  new  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  gave  expression  to  any« 
thing  in  approval  of  anything  we  Government 
did.    I  do  not  rise  to  discuss  the  Bill  in  detail* 
I  only  rise  to  make  one  or  two  observations 
upon  the  speech  of  the  member  for  Ghristohuroh 
City  (Mr.  Taylor).    I  agree  generally  with  the 
remarks  given  expression  to  by  the  honourable 
member,   but.  there  are  one  or  two  points  in 
which  I  differ  from  him.    For  instanoe,  I  agree 
with  him  as  to  the  congestion  of  the  population 
in  the  central  part  of  the  City  of  Wellington, 
and  as  to  the  insanitary  and  unhealthy  condi- 
tion of  very  many  of  those  buildings — indeed, 
there  are  parts  of  the  city  in  which  the  build- 
ings are  a  disgrace  to  humanity ;  but  then,  it 
must  be  remembered  those  are  the  older  parts 
of  the  city,  and  that  it  was  not  thought  when 
those  buildings  were  erected  that  Wellington 
would  advance  at  such  a  rapid  stride  as  it  has 
done  during  the  last  decade.      1  believe  that 
feature  is  recognisable  in  all  cities :  the  earlier- 
built  portions  are  always  behind  the  times. 
But  take  the  newer  parts  of  the  city,  and  ^oa 
will  find  a  totaUy  different  state  of  things  exist- 
ing.   Take  Newtown:   there  you  find  elmost 
every  man  his  own  freeholder,  with  a  sufficient 
area  of  land  around  his  residence,  and  every- 
thing as  desirable  as  could  be.    But  the  city 
has  advanced  so  rapidly,   its  expansion  has 
been    so    extraordinary  during  the  past  few 
years  that  legislation  such  as  this  has  become 
necessary.    We  do  not  wish,  I  am  sure,  to 
revive  the  question  of   the  unemployed,  but 
this  Bill  is  necessary  because  there  is  not  suffi* 
cient  room  within  the  boundaries  of  the  city 
to  provide  for  the  large  population  now  resident 
here,  and  there  is  a  consequent  demand  for 
workmen's  homes  such  as  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  provide  for  in  this  Bill.    I  so  far  agree 
with  the  member  for  Ghristchurch  City  (Mr, 
Ta}  lor).    I  now  differ  with  him  in  this  respect : 
that  he  said  this  (unction  of  providing  work- 
men's homes  ought  to  devolve  upon  the  local 
bodies.    He  cited  the  action  of  the  London 
County  Council.    The  London  County  Counoil 
is  a  body  fully  imbued  with  the  great  sense  ol 
responsibility  resting  upon  it  in   the  way  o| 
providing  workmen's  homes  for  the  citizens  of 
that  great  city,  but  to  suggest  that  the  local 
bodies  of  New  Zealand  are  competent  to  carry 
out  such  functions  as    are  intrusted    to  this 
London  County  Councils  is  to  tell  me  some- 
thing which  it  is  difficult  to  believe.    Look  at 
the  calibre  of  the  men  who  compose  these  re» 
spective  bodies:    The  local  bodies  of  New  ZcIf 
land  really  sxe  not  capable  of  carrying  out  suoU 
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gohemes.  Apart  from  the  lethargy  and  want 
of  capacity  of  the  gentlemen  composing  those 
bodies,  they  are  quite  unfitted  to  exercise  the 
large  functions  exercised  by  members  of  the 
London  Conntv  Council. 

Mr.  CROWTH£R.~Tbat  is  a  bad  story  for  an 
ex-Mayor. 

Another  Hon.  Mbvbbb. — It  is  true,  however. 

Mr.  FISHER. — Uaviug  said  so  much  for  the 
want  of  capacity  of  the  local  bodies,  it  follows 
that  I  agree  with  the  remarks  made  under  that 
head  by  the  honourable  member  for  Avon,  Mr. 
Tanner.  This  is  a  work  that  must  be  carried 
ont  by  the  Government.  The  reasons  given  by 
the  member  for  Ghristchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor) 
as  to  the  positively  disgraceful  state  of  some  of 
the  houses  in  Wellington  strongly  accentuate 
the  necessity  for  passing  this  Bill.  Take  Cam- 
bridge Terrace  :  There  is  a  row  of  buildings  io 
« lane  or  cul  de  sac  running  out  of  that  thorough- 
fare which  would  be  a  disgrace  to  any  city  in 
the  world.  The  land  was  taken  up  when  there 
was  a  land  **  boom  "  here  in  1879.  A  speculative 
builder  put  up  a  row  of  jerry  buildings  on  both 
aides  of  the  lane  which  are  really  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ;  and  if  the  city  could  pur- 
chase those  buildings  and  pull  them  down  it 
wotild  be  doing  a  gcod  work,  for  the  build- 
ings are  an  eyesore  and  a  disgrace  to  the  city. 
The  honourable  member  for  ChriBtchurch  City, 
Mr.  Taylor,  fell  into  another  error  in  saying  that 
there  was  no  land  in  contiguity  to  the  City  of 
Wellington  which  would  be  suitable  for  such  a 
purpose  as  this.  The  honourable  gentleman, 
if  I  may  say  so,  wiu  wrong.  If  I  understand 
the  Bill  aright,  land  for  this  purpose  may  be 
aeleoted  five  miles  outside  the  boundary  of  the 
city,  and  there  is  plenty  of  land  within  that 
radius  suitable  for  the  purpose.  There  is  land 
at  the  back  of  Kaiwarra  ;  there  is  plenty  of 
land  at  Karori ;  there  is  plenty  of  land  at  Island 
Bay;  and  there  is  Miramar.  I  do  not  quite 
know  whether  Petone  would  come  within  the 
prescribed  limit.  If  the  Government  desire  to 
meet  a  want— a  very  generally  expressed  want 
—in  this  city  they  will  give  effect  to  this  Bill  as 
tpeedily  as  possible.  If  it  be  said  that  the  class 
of  people  living  in  cities  are  not  such  a  class  as 
would  be  content  to  live  away  from  the  towns, 
one  has  only  to  quote  the  experience  of  the 
Mttlers  on  the  land  set  apart  under  the  Village 
Settlements  and  Special  Settlements  Acts.  It 
was  thought  that  these  men— artisans,  labour- 
ers, and  others  of  that  class — would  not  take  to 
country  settlement;  but  I  am  very  glad  to  be 
able  to  say  that  very  many  men  from  the  city, 
finding  employment  scarce,  took  up  land  in 
these  village  and  special  settlements.  Some  of 
them  were  of  my  own  trade — printers — who 
you  would  think,  would  make  very  poor  country 
Settlers.  I  know  many  who  took  up  land  in 
the  Forty-mile  Bush,  and  in  consequence— if  I 
may  say  so  in  connection  with  this  particular 
•nbject— of  the  Advances  to  Settlers  Act  have 
BOW  established  themselves,  and  ere  living  io 
ooBifort  and  content,  whereas  formerly  they 
were  living  wretched  lives  in  the  towns.  Their 
mode  of  life  is  entirely  changed  from  an  un- 
plMMant  existence  to  one  of  comfort.  The  Bill 
Afr.  Fuhgr 


may  not  be  perfect — I  do  not  daim  to  be  an 
expert  in  the  discussion  of  the  land  question 
—but  I  fully  recognise  that,  as  far  as  the 
object  of  the  workmen's  homes  clauee  is  ocm- 
cerned,  it  will  give  efifect  to  a  very  generally 
expressed  desire  on  the  part  of  the  workmen 
in  this  city — or,  at  all  events,  that  portion  of 
them  who  are  unhappily  housed,  and  who 
wish  to  get  away  from  such  unpleaeaat 
surroundings.  I  think  the  Bill,  if  it  is  given 
legitimate  effect  to,  will  do  much  good.  We 
have  recently  seen  reports  of  meetings  called 
to  discuss  the  "  unemployed "  question.  I 
always  dislike  to  hear  that  ory  raised,  it 
has 'an  unpleasant  sound,  I  think;  bnt  I  see 
the  question  is  being  agitated  now  in  thk  city. 
There  are,  no  doubt,  a  number  of  unempl<^^ 
here  through  trade  being  so  brisk;  bcKause, 
Wellington  being  so  prosperous,  large  numbsn 
of  people  flock  here  expecting  to  get  work :  cob- 
sequently  there  are  too  many  men  here  for  the 
work  there  is  to  be  done.  We  are  all  besjeged 
^ith  applications  to  get  employment,  which  ws 
cannot  get  for  them.  Measures  such  as  this, 
however,  will  tend  to  dissipate  that  cry,  and  I 
think,  on  the  whole,  if  the  Bill  is  legitimately, 
fairly,  and  honestly  worked  out  it  will  effect  a 
great  deal  of  good. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  (Geraldine).— Sir,  I  agns 
with  many  of  the  remarks  that  have  faUen 
from  the  member  for  Masterton  relative  to  this 
Bill.  I  recognise  the  good  that  the  oountry  bis 
received  by  the  passing  of  the  Land  for  Settie- 
ments  Act,  and  therefore  I  do  not  vriA  to  sty 
that  the  towns  shall  not  receive  the  benefits  of 
the  same.  I  feel  certain  that  ther«  aro  altoa- 
tions  which  can  be  made  in  this  Bill,  when  in 
Committee,  whitfh  will  make  it  a  good  wockaUs 
Bill ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  intended 
to  serve  the  requirements  of  the  larger  oities  so 
that  land  can  be  acquired  for  workmen's  faoaies 
in  small  portions.  1  do  not  think  it  is  wise  to 
acquire  land  for  settlement  within  the  bound- 
aries of  large  towns,  as  I  would  like  to  see  Ihe 
decentralisation  of  the  people.  We  shooU 
begin  to  acquire  land  for  workmen's  homei 
within  easy  distance  of  a  city,  and  roB  a 
tramway  or  a  train  at  the  cheapest  ratsa 
to  suit  the  workmen  getting  to  and  from  work, 
rather  than  to  have  them  crowded  together  is 
the  cities  as  they  arsrat  present.  There  is  one 
thing  I  would  like  to  have  seen  mentioned  in 
the  Bill,  and  that  is,  that  each  person  afaoiild 
be  allowed  a  sufficient  area  of  land.  I  sfaodld 
not  like  to  see  a  workman  who  was  living  fits 
miles  out  of  a  city  given  a  start  on  an  acre  ef 
land.  I  think  he  ought  to  have  at  least  fin 
acres.  Then  he  would  be  able  to  keep  a  oow, 
fowls,  and  a  good  garden,  and  his  family  would 
probably  be  able  to  cultivate  the  land  darinf 
the  time  he  was  at  work  in  town.  I  thercforB 
trust  that  no  smaller  allotment  than  I  havs 
mentioned  will  be  laid  out  for  the  working  el 
the  system.  I  believe  we  oould  take  smaller 
areas  of  land  for  settlement  in  the  agriooltnral 
diBtricts  than  has  been  done  in  the  past 
There  are  places  where  farmers  live  —  away 
from  the  country  towns  —  where  it  is  vsiy 
difficult  for  them  to  get  a  man  when  tlHlf 
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need   one.     I  am  of  opinion,   that,    if,  say, 
"two  or  three  hundred  acres  of  first- olasa  land 
were  purchased  here  and  there  and   divided 
into  fifty-acre   farms,    settlements   might   be 
formed  with  benefit  to  the  settlers  and  the 
<€)anfery  generally.     And  then  farmers  would 
be  able  to  get  a  man  if  they  wanted  one  at  a 
busy   time.    It  has  been  said  that  the  Land 
Purchase  Board  is  subject  to  Government  in- 
terference.   Now,    we    know    that    when    the 
Land  Purchase  Board  goes  with  the  intention 
of  looking    over    a  property    it    is   generally 
acoompanied    by  some  members  of  the  Pro- 
Tinoial  Land  Board,  who  assist  in  looking  over 
the  estate  and  ascertaining  its  value,  and  to 
bear  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  estate  they 
are  about  to  visit.     Therefore  I  do  not  think  it 
can  be  said  that  body  is  subject  to  Government 
pressure.    They  are  doing  their  work  well,  on 
the  whole,  and  I  think  that  must  be  acknow- 
ledged   on    both    sides   of    the    House.     The 
honourable   member    for    Selwyn    said    that 
putting    men   on  small   holdings   will    bring 
down  the  rate  of  wages.    Now,   that  seem? 
to  xne  to  be  rather  a  weak  argument,  for  this 
reason :    that  if  those  men  were  not  on  the 
small  holdings  they  would  be  all  their  time  on 
^he  labour-market,  and  in  consequence  of  their 
being  on  small  holdings  they  are  only  half 
their  time  on  the  labour  market,  and  therefore 
the  effect  on  the  wages  of  the  regular  worker 
cannot  be  a  depressing  one  through  the  com- 
petition of  this  class  of  settler.    I  quite  agree 
with   the  honourable  member  for  Avon  that 
the  Hunioipalities  cannot  carry  out  the  work 
suggested  in  the  Bill  before  us;  it  is  a  work 
that  the  Government  should  carry  out.    We 
have  no  Municipalities  who  are    capable  of 
coping  with  it.      But  when    the  honourable 

13  0  K^Q^CQ^^i^  speaks  of  the  amount  of 
'  *  money  which  is  being  spent  for  the 
purohase  of  land  for  settlement  in  country  dis 
triots,  I  think  he  must  also  acknowledge  that 
the  towns  have  received  some  benefit  from  it. 
Look  at  the  extra  amount^of  roofing-iron  that  is 
being  used ;  at  the  wire-nails,  timber,  bricks,  and 
many  other  articles  supplied  by  townspeople. 
Consequently  the  towns  have  received  benefit 
indireobly,  if  not  directly,  from  the  land-for- 
settlements  scheme.  That  mu^t  be  admitted. 
It  has  been  a  benefit  all  round ;  in  fact,  the 
vrhole  country  has  prospered  through  the  land- 
for-settlements  policy.  What  seems  to  be  most 
astonishinff  is  that  ihe  Opposition  do  not  wish 
the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  to  lapse,  and  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  suggests  that  this  Bill 
might  have  extended  its  life  for  twelve  months. 
They  seem  to  me  to  be  somewhat  shortsighted 
•on  this  Bill,  and  they  were  shortsighted  when 
the  main  Act  was  first  introduced.  I  should 
like  to  hansardise  what  took  place  on  that 
occasion.  It  is  a  long  time  since  1894,  but  1 
remember  that  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill  there  were  very  few 
members  of  the  Opposition  who  supported  it. 

Kr.  MASSE Y.~I  would  not  support  it  now. 

lir.  FLATMAN.— I  could  not  say  whether 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  one  of  those 
frho  voted  against  It — I  have  some  recollec- 


tion of  his  leaving  the  chamber  at  the  time; 
but  I  can  say  there  were  four  from  that  side 
of  the  House  who  votfd  against  it — namely, 
Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Heke,  Captain  Russell, 
and  Mr.  Duthie.  Mr.  McGuire  and  Mr.  Lang 
'*  paired*'  against  it.  I  caonob  tell  where  the 
honourable  member  for  Franklin  was.  How- 
ever, if  this  side  of  the  House  had  not  per- 
severed and  pushed  the  Bill  through,  the 
country  would  never  have  derived  the  benefits 
it  has  derived  from  its  existence.  I  feel  certain 
the  country  would  not  like  to  go  bcick  upon  that 
Bill,  and  the  Opposition  have  learned  that  from 
experience,  and  hence  their  position  to-day. 
Tnat  it  has  done  a  vast  amount  of  good  cannot 
be  denied;  and  I  may  say  that,  although  the 
settlers  generally  are  prosperous,  it  is  not  in 
consequence  of  their  having  had  extraordi- 
narily good  times.  Last  year  we  had  a  drought, 
and  this  year,  although  there  are  gojd  crops, 
we  have  low  prices.  I  am  quite  sure  the 
settlers  have  had  a  great  deal  to  contend 
against  duting  the  last  year  or  two.  One  does 
not  find  it  a  bed  of  roses  to  be  placed  upoa  the 
land,  and  the  country  people  do  not  get  the 
comforts  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (Mr.  Ta>lor)  expects  should  bd  given 
to  those  for  whom  this  Bill  is  intended  to  make 
provision.  He  said  some  of  the  people  on 
settlements  near  Christchurch  were  wading  up 
to  their  knees  in  mud.  I  say  many  people  who 
live  in  the  country  have  to  wade  up  to  their 
knees  in  mud  many  times  during  the  year,  and 
get  little  for  it.  A  short  time  back  I  went  to  a 
place  where  a  farmer  was  carting  his  grain 
away,  and  I  assure  the  honourable  gentleman 
that,  after  the  man  had  taken  two  loads  out  of 
the  paddock,  where  the  horses  and  dray  had 
passed  over  was  a  quagmire.  The  settlers  have 
to  put  up  with  things  of  that  kind.  They  have 
not  footpaths  provided  and  other  arrangements 
made  for  them,  as  proposed  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  City.  They  must 
work  for  them,  and  make  them  for  hemselves ; 
they  do  not  expect  to  be  baby- fed  in  the  man- 
ner put  forth  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 
Well,  Sir,  I  should  myself  like  to  see  some  ad- 
vance made  to  the  workmen  who  build  homes 
for  themselves.  I  remember  many  years  ago 
there  was  a  sum  of  £20  allowed  to  settlers  to 
assist  them  to  build  a  house.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  the  allowance  has  been  discontinued ;  but 
many  settlers  who  received  that  grant  were  able 
to  build  very  nice  little  cottages  for  themselves, 
and  were  very  comfortable,  and  they  are  now 
successful  settlers,  and  have  been  so  for  maoiy 
years.  Wliat  we  want  in  the  country  is  allot- 
ments without  compulsory  residence,  to  suit 
those  who  are  already  settled  in  country  town- 
ships. I  trust  we  shall  be  able  to  do  some- 
thing for  the  working-people  of  the  towns  under 
this  BUI,  and  that  we  shall  make  them  more 
comfortable  in  the  proposed  settlements  than 
they  are  in  the  crowded  parts  of  the  towns  at 
the  present  time. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  (Marsden).  —  Sir,  I 
listened  carefully  to  the  last  speaker  to  hear 
what  he  had  to  say  about  this  Bill,  but  he 
appeared  to  me  to  touch  on  every  subject  but 
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the  Bill.  I  am  ae  willing  as  any  one  to  866 
■omeUuDg  done  towards  assisting  workmen 
to  get  homes  for  themselves  near  the  large 
eentres;  and  I  would  have  liked  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  point  out  what  prevents  the 
Government  at  present  from  buying  land  near 
the  cities  if  they  desired  to  do  so.  I  think  they 
have  the  power  to  do  so.  The  only  qaestion, 
perhaps,  is  as  to  the  limit  of  money.  They 
nave  purchased  estates  all  over  the  colony  as 
far  as  their  money  would  allow  them,  and  if 
they  have  not  power  to  buy  the  land  near  the 
oities  I  would  be  quite  willing  to  give  it  to 
them.  I  also  listened  to  the  Premier's  speech, 
but  he  failed,  to  my  mind,  to  show  the  neces- 
sity for  the  measure.  I  have  also  listened  to 
other  speakers,  and  few  of  them  have  touched 
the  Bill  at  all.  I  would  like  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  clause  5,  which  I 
think  is  one  of  the  most  important  clauses 
of  the  Bill.  Under  that  clause  we  are  told 
.the  land  is  to  be  taken  at  the  fair,  actual 
market-value  ;  but  who  is  to  fix  that  value  ?  It 
Is  also  proposed  to  extend  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  to  small  boroughs  and  town  districts.'  We 
know  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  small 
boroughs  and  town  districts  many  families  are 
living  on  small  properties,  getting  a  living  for 
themselves  and  their  families ;  but  under  this 
Bill,  as  proposed,  there  is  not  one  of  those  small 
settlers  who  could  call  their  properties  their 
own  for  an  hour.  Under  the  Bill  the  Minister 
has  the  power  to  step  in  and  demand  the  right 
to  acquire  this  land,  and  if  the  settler  is  not 
prepared  to  accept  the  price  offered  he  has  to 
go  to  Court  and  fight  the  Government.  That  is 
the  position  he  is  placed  in.  Any  one  who  has 
had  to  attend  the  Assessment  Court  knows  that 
in  fixing  thtf  land-value  the  verdict  goes  to  the 
man  who  can  bring  forward  the  largest  number 
of  witnesses  to  swear  to  the  land- values.  The 
Magistrate  must,  of  course,  accept  the  evidence 
of  the  side  on  which  the  testimony  prepon- 
derates. 

An  Hon.  Mekbeb. — A  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  fixes  it. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.- The  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  knows  nothing  of  the  value  of 
the  land  except  what  is  brought  under  his  no- 
tioe ;  and  the  result  is  that,  if  one  party  brings 
forward  ten  witnesses  who  say  the  land  is 
worth  so-much,  and  the  other  side  brings  fif- 
teen  witnesses  who  say  the  land  is  worth  fifty 
yet  cent,  more,  the  verdict  goes  to  the  side  who 
had  the  larger  number  of  witnesses.  The  Pre- 
mier need  not  shake  his  head.  I  have  seen  it ; 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  in  no  Court  will  you 
find  harder  swearing,  except,  perhaps,  in  a  sly- 

Srog  case,  than  you  will  find  in  the  Assessment 
ourt  as  to  the  values  of  land.  Who  is  to  say 
what  is  the  value  of  a  homestead  to  any 
family  ?  Let  us  suppose  any  one  of  us  occupies, 
say,  twenty  or  twenty-five  acres  in  the  neigh- 
iK>ttrhood  of  any  of  the  small  towns.  We  have 
made  our  home  there,  brought  up  our  family, 
juid  surrounded  ourselves  with  every  comfort 
to  far  as  our  means  allowed  us,  and  all  at 
once  the  Government  call  on  us  to  sell.  Who 
is  to  say  what  the  home  is  worth?  In  my 
Mr%  Ri  Thomp$on 


opinion,  no  man  except  the  ovmer  of  a  hoot 
is  in  a  position  to  assess  its  value  at  the  proptr 
amount.  Many  people  would  almost  soonar 
lose  their  lives  than  their  home.  Bat  undsr 
this  Bill  you  say,  '*  Give  up  every  bit  of  land 
you  have  except  five  acres." 

Mr.  SEDDON.— In  a  borough. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— In  a  borough,  jm. 
In  many  of  these  small  borougha  there  sis 
small  farms,  and  yet,  under  this  Bill,  you  will 
only  permit  a  farmer  to  keep  five  acres.  Yoa 
might  as  well  turn  him  adrift  at  once.  I 
hope  the  House  will  be  very  careful  in  desl< 
ing  with  this  Bill,  and  that  olaoae  5  will  sot- 
be  allowed  to  go  through  in  its  present  fonn. 
With  regard  to  clause  6,  under  the  Aet  of 
1894  its  operation  is  limited  to  the  four  ehisf 
centres.  Kow,  I  ask  the  Premier,  has  snj 
case  arisen  which  shows  the  necessity  for  sx^ 
tending  the  operation  of  the  Aot  to  small 
boroughs  or  towns  ?  Unless  a  very  strong  osst 
can  be  shown,  we  should  stick  to  the  prsseat 
law.  The  Land  for  Settlements  Act  has  xi» 
to  the  present  time  worked  very  well,  sofl 
its  operation,  so  far  as  I  have  heard,  all 
over  the  colony  has  turned  out  fairly  sueosa- 
ful.  Let  us  not  go  and  spoil  a  good  thing. 
The  operation  of  the  Act  is  going  along 
very  well,  and  if  you  try  and  extend  it  in  UiH 
direction  you  will  raise  opposition  to  this  BID 
that  in  the  course  of  time  may  destroy  tbs 
Act.  Speaking  as  a  North  Island  membtf,  my 
impression  is  that  there  is  far  too  much  time 
wasted  in  discussing  the  land-for-settlements 
question,  when  land-settlement  ia  being  to  a 
large  extent  neglected  in  the  North  hlandr 
But  I  do  not  want  to  raise  this  point  now; 
I  do  not  want  to  offer  anything  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  Act;  but  if  you  try  to  foroe  it 
too  far  I  can  see  there  may  be  stroiig  op- 
position raised  against  it  that  may  iojoie 
it  very  much,  because  I  know  that  in 
the  North  Island  there  are  large  areas  of 
Crown  lands  bought  from  the  NatiTea  wfaiQii 
have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown  for  a 
long  time  unoccupied,  and  it  vrould  not  be  a 
wise  policy  on  the  part  of  any  Qovetmnent 
to  try  and  encourage  all  the  people  to  hang 
about  the  towns.  The  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fisher),  in  sp^^ioff  joat 
now,  said  there  were  always  unemployed  here; 
and,  although  there  was  a  large  amount  of 
work,  still  men  were  attracted  here  in  laigs 
numbers,  and  the  labour-market  was  always 
overstocked,  and  unemployed  men  wore  alwajra 
about  the  place.  Should  we  enooorage  that 
sort  of  thing?  We  had  fu  better  try  and 
encourage  people  to  go  into  the  ooontty  and 
settle  on  large  areas  of  land  than  eneooiage 
them  to  gather  in  the  large  oentrea  and  haaqg 
about  and  live  a  aort  of  hand-to-mouth  hfSr 
always  on  the  verge  of  starvation.  I  believe 
it  would  be  much  better  if  we  were  to^ 
give  the  Land  for  Settlements  Aot  a  lali 
trial,  and  exercise  the  powers  we  have  under 
the  present  law,  and,  where  neoesaaryt  ao- 
quire  land  for  workmen's  homes.  But,  al  the 
same  time,  I  am  not  prepared  to  see  eveiy 
man's  holding  plaoed  at  the  disposal  of  i» 
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<}oveniment  compolsorily  beyond  the  furea  of 
ifl?e  acres.  I  feel  sure,  if  we  paae  such  a  law,  it 
will  cause  a  great  feeling  of  uneasiness  amongst 
<^e  small  settlers  througboat  the  conDtry  that 
#ill  not  be  benefloial  to  the  Act ;  and  I  trust 
irhen  the  Bill  gets  into  Committee  it  will  be 
very  much  altered,  and  we  shall  keep  as  close 
to  the  present  law  as  possible.  If  it  is  neces- 
sary to  get  further  powers  to  acquire  land  in 
any  of  the  four  centres,  well,  let  us  get  those 
-powers;  but  I  think  those  powers  should  be 
mnited  to  the  four  centres  until  it  can  be  shown 
eondusiyely  to  this  House  that  is  is  necessary 
to  extend  it  to  smaller  towns.  The  operation 
<i  the  Bill  can  always  be  extended,  but  in  the 
meantime  I  would  ask  the  Premier  not  to  try 
•and  force  this  Bill  too  far. 

Mr.  DUKGAN  (Oamaru).— I  agree  to  some 
^eiEtent  with  the  remarks  of  the  last  speaker. 
But,  Sir,  he  was  somewhat  contradictory  in  his 
arguments.  He  objects  to  these  homes  for 
working-men  in  the  country,  and,  in  the  very 
•next  breath  almost,  he  wants  to  get  them  out 
of  the  towns.  Now,  how  can  they  get  out? 
There  are  no  places  for  them  to  go  to  but  the 
-country.  Are  worSing-men  likely  to  go  out 
-into  the  bush,  which  the  honourable  member 
-nkjB  requires  to  be  settled  ?  Are  they  in  a  posi- 
tion to  go  and  spend  three  years  of  their  lives 
in  the  bush  to  make  homes  for  themselves  there 
'witiiout  capital  ? 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON.— Many  working-men 
have  done  so  already. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Well,  they  must  be  a  differ- 
-ent  stamp  of  men  from  those  living  in  the 
iowns. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON.— Many  of  them  h^e 
4one  it,  and  have  succeeded. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Well,  they  are  not  the  sort 
^f  men  that  are  likely  to  succeed.  If  you 
were  to  question  the  honourable  gentleman  I 
fliink  he  would  say  at  once  that  there  would 
he  very  little  bope  for  a  town  man  going  into 
the  country  without  money  to  make  a  home 
-for  himself  in  the  bush.  Now,  I  do  not  think 
the  Bill  was  ever  intended  to  apply  to  very 
•small  townships. 

An  Hon.  Mkhbbb. — Oh,  yes. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Well,  we  could  alter  that  to 
some  extent,  and  I  should  be  inclined  to  alter 
4t.  I  should  say  that  a  town  containing  five 
thousand  inhabitants  or  over — as,  for  instance, 
Inveroargill  and  Oamaru — might  come  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill ;  but  the  Bill,  in  the 
ifirst  place,  could  be  made  to  apply  to  the  larger 
tovms.  In  fact,  it  would  never  be  put  into 
operation  to  the  same  extent  in  the  smaller 
towns,  because  there  would  not  be  the  number 
•of  applicants  for  the  land. 

An  Hon.  Mevbxb. — What  is  the  good  of  the 
law,  then  ? 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— You  might  just  as  well  in- 
clude all  these  towns  now  as  wait  for  another 
year.  It  would  do  no  harm  to  include  the 
towns  I  have  mentioned,  sJ though  for  a  year  or 
two  it  will  not  be  to  any  extent  required.  But 
there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  it  is  very 
much  required  in  Wellington,  Christchurch, 
Xhonedin,  and  Auckland. 


An  Hon.  Mkmbkb. — Not  in  j^okland. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — Then,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber cannot  believe  what  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Eden  told  the  House  to-night.  Thf 
member  for  Eden  says  it  is  required. 

An  Hon.  Mbkbeb. — It  is  provided  for  in  tha 
Act  already  on  the  statute-book. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— It  is  not  provided  for  by 
the  Act  on  the  statute  book.  The  honoorable 
member  for  Eden  made  a  mistake,  like  a  good 
many  more.  He  mentioned  some  place  near 
Henderson's  mill,  where  one  honourable  mem- 
ber pointed  out  it  would  take  an  acre  to  feed 
a  mosquito.  The  land  there,  I  understand, 
would  grow  fern  two  inches  high,  and  it  is  fit  for 
nothing  but  making  bricks.  If  this  Bill  were 
fairly  worked,  there  is  no  doubt  it  would  be  a 
great  benefit  to  the  workmen  in  towns,  and 
there  would  be  no  need  to  push  these  com- 
pulsory clauses  in  smaller  towns.  If  we  had 
not  the  compulsory  clauses  in  the  original  Act 
we  should  have  very  little  settlement  to- 
day— scarcely  any.  I  know  if  we  had  them 
they  would  be  Pomahakas,  because  we  would 
have  to  pay  double  the  vaJue  of  them.  But 
when  the  people  knew  that  this  measure  was 
on  tho  statute-book,  and  that  the  Qovern- 
ment  would  bring  it  into  operation,  then  they 
would  be  prepared  to  meet  the  Government . 
and  offer  their  land  at  a  fair  value.  But  thej 
would  not  do  that  if  they  could  hold  out,  and  if 
the  Qovemment  should  stop  there.  When  they  . 
had  land  right  up  to  the  town  boundaries  they 
would  not  sell  at  anything  but  an  exorbitant 
price.  I  shall  now  refer  shortly  to  some  of  the 
statements  that  were  made  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition.  Of  course,  he  has  the  same  opinion 
as  most  of  the  North  Island  men— that  we 
should  go  and  settle  the  Crown  land  first  before 
we  should  take  any  private  land, 

Mr.  RAWLINS.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— *<  Hear,  hear,"  says  the 
honourable  member  for  Tuapeka.  Does  he 
think  that  the  men  who  live  on  the  Canterbury 
Plains,  for  instance,  who  want  land,  should 
have  to  go  away  to  the  native  bush  for  it  ?  If 
you  take  them  away  from  the  pleans  to  do 
that  you  place  them  on  bush  land,  where  the 
conditions  are  not  such  as  they  have  been 
accustomed  to,  and  where  they  will  not  be 
able  to  do  in  a  week  as  much  work  as  a  man 
who  is  accustomed  to  the  bush  would  do  in 
two  days. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Oh  I 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— At  any  rate,  the  honourable 
gentleman  went  where  he  could  make  a  good 
living,  and  he  found  it,  of  course,  in  the  Wai- 
rarapa.  He  knew  the  coantry  there  was  very 
easy  to  settle  upon,  and  he  made  very  good 
use  of  his  time ;  and  I  do  not  begrudge  him 
what  he  has.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman 
said  there  ought  to  be  'a  local  Board  in 
the  district  to  decide  as  to  the  values  of 
the  settlement  and  as  to  prices.  Well,  it  is 
generally  the  local  bodies  that  do  decide  these 
matters.  There  is  always  a  member  of  the 
provincial  Land  Board  on  the  Land  Purchase 
Board  in  eaoh  district,  and  they  have  the 
necessary  local  knowledge.    It  is  generally  the 


470 


Cuttin  Trust  BUI.  [COUNCIL.]       Cutten  Trust  BiU.       [JuiiTiai' 


Talnen  that  they  appoint  locally  that  decide 
this,  and  I  have  very  little  objection  to  the 
values  and  as  to  the  working  of  the  Act  up  to 
this  time.  Now,  with  regard  to  this  Uatuma 
Estate  that  is  talked  about  by  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  it  has  been  stated  that  it  was 
offered  to  the  Government,  or  that  a  portion  of 
this  estate  was  offered,  but  it  was  not  stated  at 
what  price  it  was  offered. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— The  owners  were  open 
o  a  fair  deal.    They  were  open  to  negotiate  at 
anything  like  a  fair  price. 
An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 
Mr.  DONG  AN.— One  says  "Yes"  and  the 
other  says  **  No,"  so  that  members  do  not  seem 
to  be  veiy  clear  on  the  matter;  and  I  take  the 
**No"  of  the  former  before  the  *' Yes"  ol  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition.     I  understood.  Sir, 
that  the  owner  of  this  estate  and  his  family 
had  been  away  in  the  Old  Couotry  for  several 
years,  and  were  not  living  on  the  estate.   Then, 
the  honourable  gentleman  went  on  to  say,  by 
doing  this  they  would  strike  a  blow  at  property - 
owners.    I  say  this :  that  where  land  is  required 
no  man  or  company  should  be  allowed  to  stand 
singly  and  occupy  large  areas  of  land  required 
for  settlement,  no  matter  what  blow  is  siiuck 
at  him.     I  do  not  thmk  the  blow  will  be  very 
heavy,  because  they  are  ^oing  to  get  a  fair 
valuation  for  their  properties.    This  Bill  says 
they  will  get  a  fair  valuation.     The  general 
feeling    is    that   they  have  been  getting   too 
much.      I    believe    there    is    a    consensus    of 
opinion  in  that  direction,  especially  at  Poma- 
haka.    I  do  not  think  the  Ooverument  gave 
too  much  for  the  Waikakahi  Estate.    I  think 
it  was  bought  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  it 
was  not  taken  compulsorily.    I  do  not  wish 
to  go  over  all  the  statements  made  by  previous 
speakers ;  but  I  say  a  Bill  of  this  kind  is  needed, 
and  needed  very  much,  because  I  find  the  land 
that  is  close  to  the  cities,  or  even  to  the  medium 
towns,  is  the  land  that  people  hold  hardest  to, 
with  the  expectation  of  getting  a  larger  price, 
and  necessarily  so.    Therefore,  unless  we  have 
such  a  Bill  as  this  on  the  statute-book,  tbe  Go- 
vernment will  not  be  able  to  buy  land  at  a  fair 
Srice.      I  intend  to  support  the  Bill,  and  no 
oubt  in  Committee  we  will  improve  it  to  some 
extent. 
Debate  adjourned. 

The   House  adjourned  at   half-past    twelve 
o'clock  a.m. 
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Cntten  Trust  Bill  —  Black-pine  Sleepers— Native 
IjandA  Act— Primary  Eaucation  Endowmentd— 
Workers'  Compensation  for  Aooidenu  BilL 

The  Hon.   the   Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

CUTTEN  TRUST  BILL. 
The  Hon.    Mr.    PINKERTON.    in   moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  would 

Mr,  Duncan 


endeavoar  to  explain  its  proviaiona  as  shoftly 
as  he   could.     There   was  a  property  in   wk^ 
Octagon,  Dunedin,  leased  by   severfj  peraonfl- 
from  what  was  known  as  the  Cutten  Trust.    Ha, 
need  not  go  over  the  preamble  of  the  Bill — ^thai 
explained  itself.    The  position  was  this:   Thoas 
persons  leased  certain  properties,  and  the;  were 
supposed  to  agree  that  their  leases  contained 
what  was  known  in  Dunedin  as  the  Corporation 
lease,  better  known  in  the  colony  as  the  Glaa- 
gow  lease,  which  lease  provided  that  they  were 
to  obtain  either  a  renewed  lease  or  compensa- 
tion for  the  buildings  nntil  the  value  of  tha 
buildings  had  been  given  to  the  persons  now 
owning  them.    Buildings  had  been  erected  nX 
a    cost  of   many   thousands  of   pounds.     Ha 
could  name  one  man  whose  building  had  cost 
him  over  £5,000.    Through  some  mistake  in^ 
the  lease,  a  doubt  had  arisen  as  to  what  was 
really  intended,  and  the  Supreme  Court  was. 
moved  to  determine  the  question.    Mr.  Jusdoa 
Williams  had  decided  that  the  lessee  and  the 
lessors  had   both   made   mistakes,  and   that» 
to    put    the    matter  right,  a   Bill   should  be 
passed  by  the  Legislature  in  order  .to  correot 
the  mistakes.     The  Bill  assumes    that    the^ 
have  a  right  to  the  leases  all  the  way  through 
at  a  fixed  rental ;  and  the  recommendation  of 
Mr.  Justice  Williams  was  that  tbe  leases  should 
be  put  up  to  auction,  and  if  they  brought  a 
higher  land-value  the  owner  should  get  it,  and 
that  the  persons  who  had  leased  the  land  and 
buiit  valuable  properties  on  it  should  have  the- 
right  to  extinguish  the  value  of  the  properties 
built  on   the  land,  which,  as  he    had    8iJd» 
amounted  to  many  thousands  of  pounds.     IE 
at  ^he  auction  a  person  bid  more  than   tiia 
present  holder,  he  would  give  to  the  present- 
holder  the  value  of  his  buildings  and  would  be- 
come the  occupant,  but  if  the  present  holder 
was    the    highest    bidder    the    huilding     and 
the   land   would  belong   to  him   for  twenty- 
one  years.     Those    were    the  principal    eon- 
ditions    under    which    the    leases    had    been 
granted.    He  had  in  his  hand  an  exhaustive- 
report  upon  the  question  by  Mr.  Justioe  Wil- 
liams, but  he  need  not  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Council  by  reading  his  decision.    When 
tbe  Bill  passed  its  second  reading  it  would  go> 
before   another  Committee,  which   would    go- 
fully  into  the  details  of  the  whole  affair,  and 
the  report  of  that  Committee  would,  of  course, 
be  in  accordance  with  their  finding.     He  had 
extracts  from  the  Evening  Star,  and  he  had 
also  a  full  statement  of  Mr.  Justice  Williams's 
finding,  which  he  thought  was  fair.    He  would 
just  read  a  very  short  note  which  he  had  with 
resp  ct  to  tbe  matter : — 

"  The  certificate  of  the  Judge  shows  that 
there  has  been  a  mutual  mistake,  and  had  the 
leases  been  granted  by  a  private  individual  the 
promoters  could  have  had  their  leases  reotified 
by  the  Supreme  Court.  By  reason  of  their 
being  a  trust,  however,  and  the  terms  of  the 
leases  being  outside  the  powers  of  the  trust,  it 
is  necessary  to  get  special  legislation." 

He  might  state  that  the  Bill  now  before  them 
would  be  amended  slightly.  The  trustees  had 
agreed  with  the  tenants  to  certain  conditions,. 
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uid  the  Bill  would  be  amended  in  that  direc- 
tion; ao  that  he  thought  there  was  no  doubt 
now  that  the  parties  had  arrived  at  a  mutual 
understanding.  Both  had  agreed  to  the  Bill 
ta  presented  to  the  Houee,  and  he  hoped  it 
woold  become  law  very  soon.  He  did  not  think 
he  need  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  in  dis- 
oQBsiDg  the  side- issues,  of  wbich  there  were 
many,  but  would  content  himself  with  moving, 
That  this  BUI  he  now  read  the  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  would  like  to  know 
from  the  honourable  member  wbat  evidence 
was  going  to  be  produced  to  show  that  the 
ttnetees  and  the  tenants  had  come  to  an  agree- 
ment. He  would  like  to  give  the  honourable 
member  an  opportunity  of  explaining,  because 
that  was  the  gravamen  of  the  whole  thing. 
If  the  parties  bad  arrived  at  an  agreement  and 
merely  wanted  power  to  carry  it  out,  the  Bill 
seemed  to  him  to  no  longer  present  any  diffi- 
oalties. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAK  would  like  to  ask  if 
an  the  beneficiaries  who  had  come  of  age  had 
agreed  to  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PINKERTON  said,  Yes.  He 
might  say  Mrs.  Cutten  was  supposed  to  be  the 
objecting  party  principally,  but  on  behalf  of  the 
jtmiors  all  the  beneficiaries  bad  agreed  to  this, 
so  far  as  he  knew.  An  agreement  bad  aotua'ly 
been  drawn  up  between  the  trustees  and  the 
tenants. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  asked  what  was  the 
moof  that  that  Mpreement  bad  been  made. 
what  evidence  had  tbey  got  to  show  that  this 
agreement  had  been  come  to  betvveen  the  trus- 
tees and  the  tenants  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PINKERTON  said  that 
evidence  would  be  placed  before  the  Select 
Committee,  and  would  then  come  before  the 
Comicil. 

Bill  read  (he  second  time. 

BLACK  PINE  SLEEPERS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENKINSON  asked  the  Go- 
vernment, If  it  is  correct  that  they  have 
refused  to  purchase  any  more  black  -  pine 
sleepers  at  2s.  each ;  if  so,  will  they  reconsider 
their  decision,  with  a  view  of  affording  relief  and 
aeaistanoe  to  many  struggling  bush  settlers  in 
Catlin*s  River  and  other  similar  districts,  who 
are  at  present  to  a  great  extent  dependent  on 
the  sale  of  black-pine  timber  from  their  hold- 
ings ?  He  trusted  the  Government  would  give 
as  favourable  consideration  to  the  matter  as 
possible.  He  knew  it  was  rather  a  difficult 
question  i6  deal  with,  because,  while  the  Go- 
vernment refused  to  take  black-pine  sleepers 
at  lis.  each,  they  said  they  were  quite  willing 
to  take  totara  sleepers  at  Ss.  each,  owing  to 
the  extra  durability  of  totara.  But  in  bush 
distxiots  like  Catlin's  River  and  other  similar 
places  he  thought  the  Government  might  in- 
irodnce  a  liitle  sentiment  into  the  matter  for 
the  ptirpose  of  assisting  those  settlers  who  had 
taken  np  sections  in  districts  where  black-pine 
abounded,  while  totara  was  very  scarce,  and 
whOy  to  a  certain  extent,  were  dependent  on  the 
sale  of  this  timber. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  G.  WALKER  said  the  Go- 


vernment would  be  only  too  pleased  to  me^t 
cases  such  as  the  honourable  gentleman  de- 
scribed, but,  beyond  sentiment,  business  came  in 
as  a  part  of  ibe  bargain.  The  reports  as  to  the 
black-pine,  or  matai,  in  that  part  of  the  colony 
were  exceedingly  discouraging  as  to  its  useful- 
ness for  ra*lway-(>leeper  purposes.  They  found 
that  black- pine  sleepers  bad  bad  to  be  removed 
from  the  lines  in  the  Inveroargill  district  after 
having  been  down  from  two  to  four  years  only. 
A  difficulty  therefore  arose.  The  department 
would  be  only  too  happy  to  make  use  of  these 
black-pine  sleepers  if  it  could  be  shown  that 
they  were  serviceable  and  would  last  a  reason- 
able length  of  time.  It  was  quite  true,  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  said,  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  take  any  quantity  of  totara, 
and  he  trusted  there  was  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  totara  down  there  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  get  supplies  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  line;  but,  as  regards  black- 
pine,  it  was  with  extreme  regret  the  Gk>vern- 
ment  wa**  obliged  to  say  tha&  the  black-pine 
was  not  sufficiently  durable  to  encourage  them 
to  put  them  into  the  lines  of  railway  aa 
sleepers. 

NATIVE  LANDS  ACT. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  asked  the  Minister 
of  Education,  Whether  the  Gh>vernment,  when 
introducing  rheir  promised  measure  to  amend 
the  Native  Land  Acts,  will  insert  therein  a 
clause  enabling  Native  owners  of  restricted 
lands  to  diflpose  of  their  interests  in  the  same 
by  will,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  section  46 
of  **  The  Naiive  Land  Court  Act,  1894  "  ?  He 
hoped  the  Mininler  of  Education  would  give 
him  a  satisfactory  answer  to  his  question. 
The  matter  was  a  very  serious  one  for  the 
Natives  of  the  South  Island,  and  of  the  North 
Island  also,  i-ince  they  had  been  precluded 
from  dealing  with  their  lands  by  will.  In  1896 
the  late  Judge  Richmond  gave  a  decision  to 
the  effect  that  the  Natives  could  not  deal  with 
restricted  lands  by  will.  The  Natives  were 
unaware  of  this  judgment,  and  they  continued 
to  leave  their  properties  by  will;  but  the 
Native  Land  Court  had  given  out  that  in 
future  they  would  not  authorise  any  Native 
will  dealing  with  restricted  land.  Besides  this,, 
there  v^as  considerable  confusion  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  heirs  of  deceased  persons  who 
had  left  property  by  will  were  now  taking  steps 
to  upset  the  v^ils  which  had  already  been 
proved.  He  thought  it  would  a£fect  many  of 
the  lands  which  had  been  sold  to  private  indi- 
viduals or  to  the  Government  if  those  willa 
were  to  be  up^et.  He  trusted  the  Government 
would  see  thtir  way  to  bring  in  some  law  which 
would  put  a  str  p  to  the  confusion  which  now 
exists.  According  to  the  Native  custom  a  will,, 
which  they  always  called  ohaki,  enabled  a 
man  to  leave  his  property  to  any  of  his  friends 
or  relatives — to  wife  or  children  of  nephews,  to> 
adopted  children,  or  to  anybody  else  he  choa» 
to  leave  it  to.  A  will  of  this  sort  was  always 
treated  as  valid.  If  this  new  rule  was  to  be 
enforced,  a  Native  could  not  leave  his  property 
to  his  wife  or  to  other  relatives  who  may  hava 
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teken  oare  of  him  and  lived  with  him  dariog  his 
lifetime,  bat  would  be  obliged  to  let  it  go  to 
naMrer  relatives,  whom  perbape  he  had  never 
■een.  He  trasted  the  Government  woald  be 
able  to  take  eome  steps  to  remedy  the  evils  to 
which  be  alluded. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALREB  said  this 
question  was  of  suoh  very  large  importance, 
and  was  surrounded  with  so  many  difficulties, 
that  he  trusted  his  honourable  friend  would  not 
be  disappointed  when  he  replied  that  the  Qo- 
vemment  would  have  to  take  the  matter  very 
seriously  into  consideration  before  they  even 
gave  a  promise  to  bring  down  legislation  on  the 
subject.  It  was  quite  true,  as  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Taiaroa  said,  that  Judge  Richmond  had  de- 
clared in  a  certain  case  that  land  declared  to 
be  inalienable  could  not  be  devised  by  will,  and 
also  that  there  were  other  oases  where  lands 
declared  to  be  inalienable  by  will,  mortgage,  or 
lease  beyond  twenty-one  years  were  also  at  pre- 
sent in  the  hands  of  the  Court.  Any  restriction 
that  had  been  placed  upon  dealing  with  these 
lands  by  will  or  otherwise  had  been  done  purely 
in  the  interests  of  the  Natives  themselves,  and 
it  was  with  a  view  to  protecting  the  interests  of 
the  Natives  that  the  Qovemment  would  look  at 
the  question.  If  advised  that  it  was  necessary 
to  legislate  on  the  subject,  the  Government 
would  bring  down  legislation  to  effect  this 
matter,  probably  in  connection  with  the  Na- 
tive legislation  they  proposed  to  bring  down 
this  year. 

PRIMARY    EDUCATION   ENDOWMENTS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  G.  WALKER  (for  the  Hon. 
Hr.  Stevens)  moved,  That  this  Council  approves 
of  the  landa  proposed  to  be  reserved  as  endow- 
nunU  for  primary  education^  as  spectfied  in 
Paper  No.  41  of  1899,  beiwf  permanently  set 
€uide  as  endowments  for  primary  education. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

WORKERS'  COMPENSATION    FOR  ACCI- 
DENTS BILL. 

ADJOUBNBD  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— I  think  it  was  on 
my  motion  that  this  debate  was  adjourned,  and 
I  do  not  think  I  need  offer  any  excuse  to  the 
Council  for  asking  that  furbher  time  should  be 
given  to  the  consideration  of  a  Bill  of  so  im- 
portant a  character.  It  appears  to  me,  looking 
over  the  Bill,  that  it  affects  nearly  every  one  in 
the  colony.  It  affects  the  whole  of  the  workers 
and  the  whole  of  the  employers  in  the  colony ; 
and  those  two  classes  together,  I  think,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  to  which  I  shall  presently 
refer,  ioclude  the  whole  population  of  the 
colony.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  new  de- 
parture in  the  relations  hitherto  existing.  It 
IS  now  sought  to  provide  that  every  worker  who 
receives  any  injury  whatever  which  incapaci- 
tates him  from  work  for  a  fortnight  shall  be 
compensated  for  that  injury,  no  matter  whether 
it  arises  from  a  pure  accident  for  which  the 
employer  is  not  ordinarily  responsible  or  from 
the  worker's  own  negligence. 

An  Hon.  Member.— Oh,  no. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR. ->  Yes ;  even  if  it 
Son.  Mr.  Taiaroa 


arises  from  the  men's  own  negligenoe.     TIm 
only  reservation  in  that  respect  is  nrovided  m 
clause  4,  and  under  that  you  would  reqaivs  to 
prove  that  the  accident  was  attributable  to 
serious  and  wilful  misconduot  on  the  pact  of 
the  worker.    As  the  measure  passed  the  CouBoil 
before,  the  negligenoe  of  a  worker  was  held  to 
be  a  safficient  defence  to  a  claim  for  compeDsa> 
tion.    The  Council  thought  that  was  a  pcopec 
provision  to  make ;  but  in  the  Bill  now  before 
us  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  worker  dosi 
not  relieve  the  employer  from  the  liability  he  ii 
placed  under.     I  would  point  out  that  tbet 
uability  is  a  very  serious  matter,  because  this 
applies  equally  to   small    employers  and  to 
large   employers.     In  the   case   of   an  acci- 
dent which   terminates  fatally,   the    amount 
of   compensation    is    limited   to  the   sum  of 
£800;    in    the    case   of    an    accident  whioh 
partially  disables  a  man — although  it  may  be 
for  life— the  man  is  entitled  to  50  per  cent  of 
his  average  wages.    That,  however,  is  not  lo 
exceed  the  sum  of  £300  ;  so  that  in  every  smo 
there  is  a  limit  of  £300  placed  to  it.    At  tho 
same  time,  these  accidents  happen  very  fie> 
quently  through  no  fi^ult  or  neglect  on  the  pert 
of    the   employer,   but   still   he   will  be  bold 
responsible  for  all  such  cases,  and  will  have  to- 
find  the  compensation  that  is  demAoded  by  flu 
injured  workman.    At  first  this  may  seon  to 
be  very  much  in  favour  of  the  workers ;  taut  I 
question   very  much    myself,  when    the  loll 
working  and  effect  of  the  matter  are  gom 
into,  if  it  may  not  be  found  to  operate  sooie> 
what  to  the  detriment  of  the  workers.    It  seemi 
to  me  manifest  that  the  liability  we  are  pio- 
posirg  to  impose  upon   the  employers  of  thii 
colony  must  tend  to  enhance  the  ooet  of  thi 
articles  they  are  engaged  in  prodnoing,  end 
must  lead  to  greater  difficulty  in  all  their  opt- 
rations.    It  must  certainly  act  as  a  sericu 
check  on  small  employers  of  labour,  and,  to 
that  extent,  will  be  most  to  the  advantage  of 
the  large  employers.    The  small  employers,  for 
the  most  part,  are  men  who  have  started  si 
workers  themselves,  who  have  laid  up  a  lilllt 
money,  and  who,  without  outside  assBotsnoi 
either  from  private  persons  or  from  finanoisl 
iuRtitutions,  have  been  able  to  gather  together 
a  business,  and  are  carrying  it  on  with  extremo 
difficulty.    If  they  are  to  be  subject  to  daim 
suoh  as  this  £300  for  each  man  in  their  em- 
ploy who  may  be  injured  through  an  aocideiiti 
even  though  it  may  have  happened  throo^ 
no  fault  of  their  own,  it  is  sufficient,  I  thiek, 
to  crush  any  young  industry  that  has  arisen 
in  this  colony.    It  is,  in  fact,  a  very  seriooi 
matter,  because  a  great  many  of  our  large  in- 
dustries can  only  be  carried  on  by  the  hdderi 
of  capital,  and  we  should  be  driving  the  smsU 
men  out  of  the  field,  and  plajrlng  into  (be 
hands  of  the  capitalist,  which  is  the  very  thiqg 
I   have  just  now  condemned.    And  then,  n 
you  add   to  the  cost  of   carrying  on  a  boi- 
ness    of    that    sort,    you    are    at   the   ssms 
time  to  a  large  extent   lessening  your  ability 
to    employ    labour;    and    therefore,    insteia 
of    giving   relief    to    the   unemployed,  wfaioli 
has  prevailed  to  suoh  a  large  extent  in  this 
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^omtarf,  yoa  will  be;  inereMing  the  nnmber 
of  ihe  Qnemployed,  and  yoa  will  be  leBseninff 
ibe  faoilities  for  keeping  people  at  work.  I 
think  this  i«  a  matter,  therefore,  whioh  is 
worthy  of  our  very  grayeat  consideration  be- 
Ine  we  eome  to  make  anoh  a  very  material 
alteration  or  amendment  of  the  law.  I  do  not 
piopoee  now  to  make  any  hostile  amendment 
to  ihie  measnie.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that 
the  matter  should  be  fally  disonsaed  in  the 
Ooonoil,  and  that  it  should  go  before  the 
Labour  Bills  Committee ;  but  I  ask  the  serious 
Attention  of  the  Oouncil  to  it,  and  I  am  sure 
they  will  feel  a  deep  interest  and  give  it  their 
bast  oonaideration.  It  applies  to  nearly  every 
working-man  in  the  colony;  but  I  find  that 
in  elanse  3  certain  exemptions  are  made.  I 
ifaad,  for  instance,  that  an  exception  is  made 
In  Ukvowt  of  persons  employed  in  or  about 
agriouUaral  or  pastoral  pursuits ;  they  are 
debarred  from  coming  under  the  Act.  Do- 
mestio  serrants  are  also  debarred,  and  so  are 
•certain  contraotors,  while  workers  in  the  naval 
or  military  seryioe  of  the  Crown  are  likewise 
debarred  from  its  operation.  Now,  if  it  is  a 
fair  principle  to  apply  to  the  classes  of  workers 
who  are  intended  to  be  benefited  by  this  Bill, 
it  is  surely  fair  to  apply  it  to  all  classes.  I  do 
not,  for  instance,  see  why  workers  in  the  naval 
or  military  service  of  the  Crown  should  be 
exempted.  Surely  those  who  are  engaged  in 
naval  and  military  matters,  and  who  are  neoes- 
tarily  exposed  to  very  serious  and  important 
riaks,  deserve  well  ot  their  country,  and  to 
be  recompensed  for  any  injury  they  may  sus- 
tain. UxLfortunately,  that  has  not  been  the 
eaae  hitherto,  and,  unfortunately,  there  are  too 
many  inatanoes  in  the  Old  Country  where  men 
who  have  perilled  their  Uvea  and  shed  their 
heariB*  blood  in  the  service  of  their  country  have 
been  allowed  to  die  in  poverty  and  destitution. 
Why  should  such  men  be  excluded  from  the  bene- 
fite  of  a  measure  like  this  because  they  may  be 
Iftiger  in  number  ?  I  do  not  think  it  is  either 
fair  or  just.  I  consider  that,  if  it  is  found  to  be 
desirable  to  make  provision  for  all  other  classes, 
there  is  no  reason  why  these  classes  should  not 
eome  in  under  the  same  heading  and  receive 
the  aame  benefits  as  are  proposed  to  be  granted 
to  other  workers,  who  do  not  run  the  same 
amount  of  risk.  I  may  be  teld — in  fact,  when 
we  discussed  the  measure  very  freely  In*  the 
Oounoil  last  year  we  were  told — that  this  Bill 
waa  to  come  under  our  consideration  along 
with  the  Qovemment  Accident  Insurance  Bill, 
which,  I  understand,  is  to  be  submitted  to  us. 
Very  well ;  I  see  there  is  some  provision  to  this 
effeot  in  the  first  clause  of  this  Bill ;  but  there 
Is  aleo  a  portion  omitted  that  was  enacted  in 
the  Bill  we  passed  last  year— a  portion  that 
Is  omitted  from  the  Bill  in  its  present  form. 
Now,  the  omission  is  this.    This  Bill  says, — 

**  Provided  that  such  Order  in  Council  shall 
not  be  made  unless  and  until  the  Qovemor  is 
fltttiafied  that  the  department  established  under 
'The  Government  Insurance  and  Annuities 
Aot,  1874,*  is  carrying  on  the  business  of 
aooident  insurance  pursuant  to  statutory  au- 
thority in  that  behalf." 


There  it  stops.    HdW,  the  omission  from  the 
Bill  of  IsMt  year,  as  passed  by  thie  Couneil, 
is  this:  "and  is  prepared  to  insure  every  ride 
under  this  Act."    Now,  that  makes  a  very 
material  difference.    What  the  Council  wanted 
last  session  was  this:  to  make  sure  that  any 
scheme    of   Oovemment    accident   insurance 
which  was  brought  down  would  be  sufllcient 
to  cover  employers  at  a  reasonable  rate  from 
all  risks  that  this  measure  laid  npon  them. 
Of  course,  it  was  felt  there  was  a  very  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  getting  this  done,   be- 
cause the  scope  of  the  thing  is  so  very   large 
that  you  cannot  tell  to  what  extent  any  acci- 
dent insurance  company  might  be  committing 
themselves  in  taking  risks  under  this.    It  is  so 
wide  and  far-reaching  in  its  effect  that  very 
large  and  serious  claims  might  be  made  on 
those  who  are  wanted  to  insure  these  risks,  or 
upon  any  persons  who,  not  insuring,  accept^ 
the  risk  themselves.    Very  well ;  I  think,  my- 
self, that  we  are  placed  In  a  false  position.    No 
doubt,  in  reply,  I  think,  to  a  question  put  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Richardson  the  other  day,  the 
Minister  of  Education  said  there  was  a  diffi- 
culty in  connection  with  this  matter,  and  that 
the  Gk>vemment  Accident  Insurance  Bill  would 
have  been  introduced  simultaneously  to  the 
Council  alopfig  with  this  Bill  but  for  the  fact 
that  the  Insurance  Bill  is  a  money  Bill,  and 
must  therefore  originate  in  the  other  Chamber. 
But  that  makes  it  all  the  more  imperative  for 
us  to  see  the  other  Bill  first  before  we  pass 
this  Bill.    We  know  it  is  a  money  Bill,  and 
that  the  Council   is    thereby  debarred   from 
making  any  alteration  in  it ;  and  if  we  allow 
this  Bill  to  pass  from  the  Council  before  we  see 
what  the  provisions  of  the  Government  Acci- 
dent Insurance  Bill  are  we  shall  be   simply 
plunging  blindly.    What  we  want  to  know  is, 
what  are   the  proviBions  of   the  Government 
Accident  Insurance  Bill;  for  we  have  got  no 
other  power  in  respect  of  it  than  either  to  paaa 
or  reject  it.    If  we  pass  this  Bill  and  reject  the 
Accident  Insurance  Bill,  then  we  are  doing  a 
great   wrong  to  the  community.    And  if  we 
pass  this  Bill  without  seeing  what  it  will  cost 
to  carry  out  such  a  comprehensive  scheme  aa 
this  we  ahall  equally  be  doing  wrong.    I  trust, 
therefore,  the  Council  will  insist,  before  this 
Bill  finally  leaves  this  Chamber,  upon  having 
the  opportunity  of  going  into  it  thoroughly 
and  of  revising  it  before  it  leaves  the  Chamber, 
and  also  of  having  before  us  the  Government 
Accident  Insurance   Bill,    so  as   to  show  us 
in  what  way  this  Bill   is  going  to  affect  or 
to  relieve  the  persons   who  are  going   to  be 
placed  under  the  heavy  liabilities  that  this 
Bill  provides.     I  trust   honourable    members 
will  see  the  importance  of  what  I  say,  and 
that  the  Insurance  Bill  being  a  money  Bill  we 
would  not  have  the  power  to  amend  it  even  if 
we  see  it  is  wrong  and  not  doing  what  we  ex- 
pect it  to  do.    I  have  thoupiht  it  only  right  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  this 
at  the  earliest  possible    opportunity,    so  that 
members  may  be  enabled  to  consider  it. 
An  Hon.  Mekbeb. — Move  an  amendment. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB.-— I  do  not  want  to 
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more  uiy  hostile  motion  4o  this  and  reject  it, 
beoanse  I  reoognise  if  we  can  oarzy  it  out— it 
is  being  carried  cot  in  the  Old  Coontiy  to  a 
certain  extent — it  may  be  benevolent  in  its 
operation.  We  would  all  like  to  see  some  pro- 
vuion  beii2g  made  for  any  one  who  might  be 
injured,  as  well  as  for  his  family.  There  is 
no  one  who  would  not  rejoice  at  the  exist- 
ence of  such  a  scheme  as  that;  bat  at  the 
same  time  we  must  see  that  we  are  not 
doing  a  greater  injury  in  carrying  it  out. 
That  is  why,  I  say,  we  must  give  this  matter 
the  fullest'  consideration.  1  do  not  pro- 
pose to  go  throngh  the  Bill  in  anything  like 
detail,  because  the  matter  was  discussed  so 
fully  last  year,  but  there  were  just  theee  two 
or  &ree  points  that  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
bring  before  the  Council.  There  is  another 
matter  which  I  am  very  lorry  to  see  reintro- 
duced into  clause  14;  it  is  a  provision  which 
I  have  objected  to  whenever  that  matter  has 
come  before  this  Council.  Unfortunately,  in 
one  or  two  cases  I  have  been  unsuccessful,  but 
I  shall  continue  to  object  to  the  proposal  as 
long  as  I  am  a  member  of  this  Council.  One 
of  the  first  principles  of  English  law  is  that 
no  one  shall  be  condemned  until  he  has  been 
proved  to  be  guilty.  In  this  Bill  a  man  is  held 
to  be  guilty,  and  will  have  to  prove  his  inno- 
cence before  he  can  get  out  of  the  difficulty. 
We  know  the  difficulty  there  is  in  proving 
a  negative;  and  1  say  it  is  un-English,  and 
should  not  be  introduced  into  our  legisla- 
tion. I  refer  to  subsection  (3)  of  section  14, 
where  it  provides  that  **  his  liability  shall  be 
presumed  until  the  contrary  is  shown."  I  say 
no  liability  should  be  presumed  until  it  is 
proved.  I  always  intend  to  enter  my  strongest 
protest  against  such  a  provision,  because  1  do 
not  think  it  is  right,  just,  or  proper.  Now  we 
come  to  one  of  the  most  serious  parts  of  the 
Bill— clause  17.  That  clause  received  a  great 
deal  of  attention  last  session,  and  it  was  finally 
decided,  after  very  considerable  debate,  that 
the  clause  should  be  rejected,  and  it  was  ac- 
cordingly struck  out  by  a  majority  of  eighteen 
to  sixteen.  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  it  is  pro- 
posed to  reinsert  that  provision.  This  is  the 
clause  which  makes  the  claims  for  damages  a 
first  charge  upon  **such  mine,  factory,  build- 
ing, or  vessel,  and  the  plant,  machinery,  tackle, 
and  appliances  in  or  about  the  same  ;  and  also 
in  the  land  whereon  such  mine,  factory,  or 
building  is  situate,  or  whereto  it  appertains.** 
While  it  may  be  fair  to  make  it  a  special 
charge  upon  any  mine,  factory,  building,  or 
vessel  -^here  an  accident  happens,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  a  fair  or  If gitimate  charge  to  make 
on  the  land  whereon  such  mine,  factory,  or 
building  is  situated.  There  may  be  cases  in 
which  the  owner  of  the  land  is  in  no  way  to 
blame  whatever,  and  where  the  persons  who 
have  leased  the  land  have  incurred  Uie  whole 
liability,  and  should  be  held  entirely  liable.  I 
do  not  think  the  land  ought  to  be  surcharged 
in  this  way.  A  main  might  thus  be  completely 
ruined  through  circumstances  over  which  he 
had  no  possible  control.  I  trust  this  point 
will  receive  careful  consideration.  Clause  16 
Hon,  Mr,  Bonar 


I  do  not  object  to  at  all.  That  ii  the  olaii» 
which  provides  that  the  oompensatioo  shall  ba 
a  first  charge  on  the  insurance-money  in  case 
of  the  bankruptcy  of  the  employer.  As  to  8ab> 
section  (d)  of  that  clause,  I  confess  I  feel  Bomt 
difficulty  in  understanding  it.  The  sabeeotioB 
reads: — 

"  3.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  last  pie- 
ceding  subsection,  every  such  charige  shall  have 
priority  over  all  existing  or  subeequent  ehargea 
or  encumbrances  howsoever  created  other  tfaaa 
charges  or  encumbrances  lawfully  existing  at 
the  time  of  the  coming  into  operation  of  thia 
Act." 

That  seems  to  me  a  little  inconsistent;  at 
any  rate,  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  that  evss 
a  claim  of  this  sort  should  come  in  as  a  pre- 
ferential claim  over  all  a  man's  other  engage- 
ments. I  think  this  will,  in  all  probaUlity, 
have  a  very  serious  effect,  especially  on  smaller 
men  struggling  along,  who  will  require  to  get 
financial  assistance  outside  their  own  oapitaL 
I  think  people  will  hesitate  to  make  advaneea 
to  those  people  carrying  on  their  busisflas 
where  tbey  know  their  claim  may  be  tho- 
roughly upset.  Even  in  the  matter  of  ordinaiy 
credit,  where  the  order  is  not  made^  a  specitt 
charge  or  encumbrance,  but  where  many  people 
are  in  the  habit  of  giving  credit  to  the 
employers  of  labour,  if  they  find  that  at  any 
moment  they  may  be  swamped  by  a  big  claim 
coming  in  and  getting  precedence  over  their 
claim,  people  will  hesitate  before  giving  credit. 
The  other  day,  in  Sydney,  a  case  ocourrsd 
where  the  main  shaft  in  a  factory  broke  and 
some  twenty  men  were  injured.  There  a  claim 
for  £6,000  is  liable  to  arise.  It  transpired  that 
this  shaft,  to  all  outward  appearance,  was  psr- 
fectly  sound — no  flaw  could  be  discoyered  in  ft 
— but  when  the  shaft  was  broken  it  was  sesD 
that  there  was  some  crystallization  of  the  iron, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  shafc  of  the  **  Perthshire.**^ 
That  was  as  pure  an  accident  as  anything  could 
be,  and  yet  under  this  Bill  something  like  a 
claim  of  £6,000  would  arise.  Thait  i^ould  be 
enough  to  crush  any  person  of  moderate  means. 
There  are  very  few  people  in  thia  colony  who 
have  large  sums  of  money  at  their  disposal.  At 
Home,  where  many  of  these  concerns  are  large 
companies,  it  may  be  different ;  but  moat  of 
the  people  here  are  men  of  small  means,  and 
they  Cbiidd  not  stand  such  a  large  demand  aa 
the  one  I  have  mentioned.  If  we  allow  pre- 
ferential claims  of  this  sort  to  oome  in  and 
override  all  other  liabilities,  we  shall  be  doing 
that  which  we  should  not  do.  In  our  bank- 
ruptcy-law at  the  present  moment  it  is  a  crime 
punishable  by  two  years'  imprisonment  if  the 
bankrupt  is  known  to  have  given  a  fraudulent 
preference  to  a  particular  man;  and  yet  we 
are  seeking  b^  this  legislation  to  go  in  an 
exactly  opposite  direction.  That  is  incon- 
sistent legislation,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is 
right.  Fmrther  than  that,  I  maintain  there  ii 
no  necessity' for  such  a  clause.  The  Council 
thought  so  last  year,  and  I  hope  they  will  take 
the  same  view 'this  year.  I  have  gone  carefully 
through  the  Home  Act  to  see  if  any  olaoaes  are 
similar  to  this  clause  17,  and  I  can  find  nose 
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whftlevttr.    Are  we  going,  in  opposition  to  that, 
And  in  opposition  to  our  own  good  judgment, 
tointzoduoe  a  olanse  which  do^a  such  mani- 
feat   injustioe    to   all    the-  outeide    orediton 
of  any  man  in  hnRineBs  affected  by  this  Act, 
which  is,  an  I  said  before,   undoubtedly  the 
popnlation  of  New  Zealand  ?    I  trust  the  Ooun- 
oi),  when  the  proper  time  comes,  will  remove 
that  clause  from  the  Bill,  and  then  I  think  the 
measure  will  be  a  mnch  more  equitable  one. 
That  is  all  I  wish  to  say  upon  this  point  at  the 
present  moment.     No  doubt  the  matter  will 
receive  proper  consideration.     There  is  only 
one  other  maiter  to  which  I  would  like  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  C3ounoil,  and  that  is 
a  provision  in  the  19th  claose.    The  powers 
given  there  to  the  Gkiveroor  to  make  regula- 
tions are  of  a  very  extreme  character.    The 
Bill  entitles   him   to  make   regulations  pre- 
scribing the  mode  in  which  claims  under  this 
Act  may  he  made,  but  it  goes  further,  and 
says,  "  and  also  for  any  other  purpose  which 
he  deems  necessary."    I  think  that  is  far  too 
large  a  power  to  give  the  Governor  in  Council. 
It  is  removing  from  the  control  of  Parliament 
a  power  which  it  ought  to  keep  in  its  own  hands, 
specially  with  respect  to  an  Act  of  this  sort. 
Under  this  provision  the  Go  vet  nor  in  Council 
may  do  things  which  might  be  absolutely  hostile 
to  the  intentions  of  Parliament.  There  has  been 
tar  too  much  of  our  legislation  by  Order  in  Coun- 
cil.   I  should  like  very  much  indeed  to  see  such 
power  restricted,  and  simply  confined  to  ordi- 
nary technicalities  necessary  to  give  effect  to 
the  Act.     These,  Sir,  are  what  appear  to  me  to 
be  the  important  features  which  I  desire  to 
bring  before  the  Council,  and  I  am  sure  they 
will  receive  that  careful  attention  which   the 
Council  is  always  willing  to  bestow  on  points 
ra&Nd  with  regard  to  Bills.    As  I  said  before, 
this  Act  appears  to  be  specially  framed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  workers,  but  it  may  prove— and 
time  will    show— to   their   disadvantage  ulti- 
mately, in  the   way  I  have  indicated.    I  will 
not  occupy  the  time  of  the  Council,  but  simply 
commend  these  few  facts  to  their  oonFidera- 
tion. 

Tbe  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS.— I  wish  to  con- 
gratulate  tbe  Government  on  having  again  in- 
troduced the  measure  now  before  us.  I  had 
thought  it  would  have  been  removed  from  the 
academic  stage  of  debate  after  the  full  discus- 
sion and  attention  that  was  given  to  it  in  this 
Chamber  last  year.  Sir,  my  honourable  friend 
who  has  just  sat  down  has  raised  a  great  num- 
ber of  objections,  but  I  do  not  know  whether 
those  objections  are  worthy  of  the  serious  at- 
tention of  the  Council  at  the  present  time.  It 
is  well  known  that  a  similar  measure  to  this 
has  passed  the  highest  parliamentary  institu- 
tion in  the  whcle  British  Empire — the  House 
of  Commons — and  the  Act  at  the  present  time, 
from  latest  reports  that  I  have  seen,  is  working 
in  an  admirable  manner,  and  is  a  great  blessing 
to  those  maimed  working-men  wtoo  had  been 
engaged  in  industrial  pursuits.  It  j[8  now  fully 
recognised  in  England  tbat  loss  of  Imibs  should 
not  be  furthc-r  penalised  by  putting  a  workman 
and  his  family  in  the  position  of  defending 
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altogether  on  charity.    The  Hon.  Mr.  Bouav 
remarked  about  a  shaft  breaking  in  a  Sydn^ 
workshop  whereby  twenty  men  were  Injured^ 
and  said  £6,000  would  probably  be  the  amount 
that  would  have  to  be  paid  as  compensation  to- 
those  men.    I  would  ask  my  honourable  friend 
to  place  hinuelf  in  the  position  of  one  of  those 
twenty   injured   workmen.     If   any   of   those 
men  had  an  arm  or  leg  injured  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  limb  would  have  to  be  ampu- 
tated, would  my  honourablo  friend  consider  the 
whole  £6,000  ample  compensation  to  him  for 
the  loss  of  his  limbs  and  the  suffering  that  he 
would  have  to  undergo?    There  is  the  point 
tbat  has  to  be  fairly  considered.    In  regard  to- 
the  Insurance  Bill  not  being  circulated,  tbat  doea 
not  affect  the  members  of  this  Council.    This 
Council  is  placed  in  the  position  that  it  cannot 
amend  the  Insurance  Bill,  it  being  a  money 
measure.    However,  that  ought  not  to  relieve 
honourable  members  of  the  responsibility  of 
endeavouring  to  make  this  measure  as  perfect 
and  workable  a  one  as  possible.    The  duty  of 
the  Council  should  be  to  place  the  Bill  on  a 
businesslike  foundation.     In  regard  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  some  occupations,  such  as  domestio 
servants,  I  think  it  will  be  within  the  experience 
of  most  members  of  the  Council  that  very  few 
domestic  servants  meet  with  serious  injuriesi. 
They  are  not  of  that  class  of  workers  that  oome 
under  the  heading  **  hazardous  occupation. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar  takes  exception  to  clause  4.. 
Well,  I  hold  strongly  the  vie^  that,  if  you 
compel  a  workman  to  go  into  Court  to  prove 
that  it  was    negligence   on    the   part  of  the 
employer  that  caused    an  accident,  you  pre- 
vent  that  workman   from  getting  compensa- 
tion.   I  oan  only  say,  as  far  as  the  majority 
of  workers  whom  I  have  met,  and  who  have 
taken    this    measure    into   consideration,   are 
concerned,  one  and  all  seem  to  be  thoroughly 
imbued  with  the  spirit  of  it,  and  regard  it  as  a- 
measure  that  will  tend  to  better  the  condition 
of  those  who  are  injured.    I  know  personally 
instances  of  young  fellows  who  have  been  work- 
ing in  mills,  and  who  have  lost  their  arm,  hand, 
or  fingers.    Very  little  compensation  has  these 
people  ever  obtained.     Some  of  them  have  be- 
come derelicts  of  society.    That  is  not  a  proper 
state  of  things  in  the  ptesent  philanthropic  age. 
I  trust  the  Bill  will  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee, which  will,  no  doubt,  give  every  atten- 
tion to  it.    The  Bill,  if  passed  as  a  workable 
measure,  will  be  one  of  the  most  beneficent 
enactments  placed  on  the  statute-book  of  New 
Zealand.    Sir,  I  will  support  tbe  second  reading. 
The  Hon.  Mr.   McLEAN.— The  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  says  that  this 
Bill   is  working  well  in  England.    Sir,  if  he 
would  only  study  what  is  going  on  a  little  more, 
he  would  know  there  is  a  very  great  controversy 
taking  place  as  to  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  this  Bill  by  the  workers.    The  working- 
people  themselves  are  not  at  all  satisfied  that 
this  is  a  beneficent  measure  for  them.    You 
have  seen  lately  in  a  cablegram  from  England 
tbat  Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlain  said  £70,000  more 
compensation  was  paid  to  the  workers  under 
this  Bill  than  formerly. 
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:Tbe    Hod.   Mr.   JONES.— He   is   going    to 
extend  its  operation  too. 

*^'  The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— He  hM  not  pro- 
dnoed  a  Bill  to  extend  its  operation,  neither 
is  there  any  likelihood  of  a  Bill  to  ex- 
t^d  its  operation  coming  before  the  Home 
Parliament  this  session ;  and  it  is  Tery 
likely  that  before  it  is  long  in  operation  the 
Reeling  of  the  working  -  people  themselves 
-wiU  be  that  this  is  a  restriction  on  their 
employment  that  they  do  not  thank  people  for. 
No  one,  I  am  sure,  would  begrudge  compensa- 
tion to  any  one  who  has  been  injured  in  any 
way,  and  the  Bill  at  Home  only  applies  to  risky 
^mkdes,  and  not  to  the  ordinary  trades.  The 
working-people  realine  this.  If  you  restrict 
manufactures,  and  if  you  raise  the  price  of 
goods,  what  benefit  does  the  working-man  re- 
ceive from  increased  wages  if  everything  that 
he  has  to  purchase  for  his  existence  is  raised 
proportionately  in  price?  Besides  that,  the 
prices  are  also  raised  to  the  general  body 
of  the  community;  and,  if  ever  there  was  a 
Bill  which  should  be  submitted  to  the 
people  of  this  colony  before  it  becomes  law, 
this  is  certainly  one.  With  the  elections 
within  a  few  months,  it  would  be  well  for  the 
people  of  the  colony  to  say  to  their  representa- 
tives whether  or  not  they  care  for  this  Bill, 
which  there  are  so  many  doubts  about.  My 
iionourable  friend  who  last  spoke  made  refer- 
ence to  the  c^se  of  a  man  meeting  with  an 
accident  and  being  dismissed  with  a  couple  of 
j^nnds  in  his  pocket.  Sir,  the  common  law  of 
this  colony  protects  a  man  in  that  position  to  a 
yety  large  extent.  If  the  fault  is  not  his  own, 
and  if  he  is  not  careless  in  putting  himself 
in  the  way  of  an  accident,  the  common 
law  of  this  colony  is  sufficient  to  protect 
him,  and  does  protect  him  to  a  very  large 
extent.  And  under  the  present  Employers* 
Liability  Act  we  have  now  in  force,  how  many 
actions  are  brought,  I  ask  honourable  members  ? 
Hardly  any.  Every  action  for  compensation 
that  is  brought    in   this  colony   is    brought 

•  under  the  common  law,  and  not  under  the 
Employers'  Liability  Act  at  all.  Now,  every- 
thing that  raises  the  price  of  living  becomes 
a  serious  matter  in  the  direction  of  throttling 
industries.  In  the  debate  on  the  Address  in 
Beply  I  referred  to  two  industries — one  that 
was  completely  throttled,  and  another  which, 
if  what  is  going  on  now  continues,  certainly 
will  be  throttled  pretty  well  out  of  existence. 
All  this  tends  to  the    deprivation  of    chances 

•  of  employment  for  and  the  earning  of  wages 
by  the  working-man.  And  then,  Sir,  if  you 
make  these  Bills  so  stringent,  I  presume  that 
we  shall  not  only  require  to  give  pensions 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five,  but  we  shall  have 
to  grant  them  to  persons  of  forty-five  years 
of  age  j  because,  if  an  employer  is  to  be 
responsible  for  a  workman's  own  negligence, 
as  this  Bill  propoees,  the  man  of  forty  years, 
who  is  not  so  nimble  in  his  fingers,  and  not 
BO  nimble  in  avoiding  injury,  will  have  to 
give  place  to  the  young  and  more  active  work- 
man ;  and,  certainly,  the  oldish  man  will  not 
get  employment  if  the  liability  is  imposed  that 


is  contemplated  by  this  Bill.  As  for  the  Bill 
itself,  it  was  not  circulated  ^hen  I  had  io  go 
South  ;  it  has  been  circulated  since,  bat  I  haia 
not  been  able  to  look  into  it,  except  to  give  it  a 
cursory  glance  while  I  have  been  sitting  bera 
But  there  is  one  thing  that  ought  not  to  be 
forgotten  :*  we  were  to  have  alongside  this 
measure  an  Insurance  Bill.  Has  that  In- 
surance Bill  been  circulated  in  the  other 
House  ?  I  have  not  heard  of  anybody  having 
got  it,  and  have  not  seen  it  in  the  pigecn- 
holes.  It  has  not  been  circulated ;  and  it 
behoves  us,  therefore,  to  be  careful,  if  these 
is  a  Bill  coming  forward  that  we  oannot 
touch,  to  see  that  we  make  provision  under 
this  Bill  for  what  we  think  proper,  if  what  is 
proper  is  not  provided  for  in  the  Insuzanoe 
Bill  which  we  cannot  amend.  An  important 
amendment  that  was  carried  in  the  Goondl 
has  been  left  out.  The  Insurance  Bill  was 
to  insure  every  risk  under  this  Bill.  Why 
has  that  been  omitted?  I  hope  the  Ooonen 
will,  at  all  events,  put  that  back.  Then 
we  have  back  again  the  clause  which  was  so 
much  debated  last  year,  which  would  make  ths 
innocent  holder  of  a  few  acres  of  land  loee  hb 
properly  without  any  act  on  his  piart;  he 
simply  could  not  help  himself. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Oh,  no  I 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MoLEAN.— There  ia  no  uss 
saying  "  Oh,  no  1 "  I  am  one  who  knows  that  it 
could  be  done.  If  a  man  were  building  a  hoiisa 
for  him,  and  an  accident  took  plaoa,  the  laad 
could  be  taken  from  him. 

An  Hon.  Meicbeb. — Not  if  he  insures. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.^But  we  all  know 
that  farmers  and  people  in  the  country  do  not 
take  the  trouble  to  insure  as  busineaa-mea 
do.  If  a  man  has  a  factory  he  insnres,  and  it 
is  the  people  of  the  colony  who  have  to  pay  for 
his  insurance,  because  he  puts  It  on  to  the 
price  of  the  goods.  But  then  there  is  the  ques- 
tion as  to  how  far  you  can  raise  the  price, 
because,  if  they  are  raised  above  a  certain  prioe, 
imported  goods  come  into  competition  with 
them,  and  the  industry  is  destroyed.  Tliat 
is  the  whole  question.  If  we  were  oontaioed 
within  ourselves  it  would  not  matter,  we  would 
have  to  pay  whatever  price  the  goods  went  up 
to,  and  so  that  would  not  affect  our  manoiao- 
tures.  But  that  is  no(  the  case  here.  When 
the  price  goes  above  a  certsdn  pitch  yoa 
cannot  keep  out  competition  —  at  once  ths 
competition  of  the  outside  world  cornea  in, 
and  takes  from  our  own  people  the  employ- 
ment they  are  justly  entitled  to,  and  which 
the  laws  of  this  country  should  be  made  to 
give  them,  so  that  the  work  would  be  dooe 
by  the  people  of  our  own  colony  and  not  by 
the  people  of  foreign  countries.  I  have  not 
the  slightest  objection  to  what  is  fair  being 
done,  and  I  have  never  been  an  ungeneroai 
employer  of  labour  in  all  my  life. 

An  Hon.  Mekbeb. — They  are  not  all  liks 
you. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  know  there  aie 
some  people  one  would  willingly  make  laws  to 
get  at;  but,  unfortunately,  if  we  make  oa^ 
just  laws  to  get  at  certain   people,  we  an 


1899.]     Workm'  Compeniatkm    [COUNCIL.]  for  Aeeidmtt  Bill. 


m 


making  laws  that  will  be  detrimental  to  onr- 
■elves  and  to  others.  There  are  some  people 
in  the  world  who  are  very  objeotionable— there 
IB  no  denying  that— but  we  oannot  exactly  make 
laws  to  get  at  them.  Those  people  may  resort 
to  practices  which  none  of  us  approye  of ;  but 
itill  it  is  impossible  to  reach  everybody  with  a 
law,  and,  if  we  make  drastic  laws  to  reach 
those  people,  we  shall  find  that  those  laws  hurt 
a  great  many  others.  This  Bill  has  only  been 
in  operation  in  England  for  a  short  time,  and 
there  is  much  debate  there  as  to  the  benefits 
derived  from  it,  even  among  the  people  whom  it 
was  made  to  benefit.  We  have  a  general  election 
ooming  on,  and  why  not  submit  this  subject  to 
the  people  of  the  colony,  and  ask  them  if  this 
Bill  ought  to  be  passed  or  not.  If  they  say  it 
is  to  be  passed,  and  return  members  to  pass  it, 
I  should  have  nothing  more  to  say,  and  should 
be  happy  to  assist  in  putting  it  in  as  good  a 
shape  as  possible,  and  to  pass  it  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  want  it.  Sir,  I  need  not  go  sepa- 
rately into  the  clauses  of  the  Bill,  because  if  it 
is  adopted,  and  the  second  reading  carried,  it 
will  go  the  Labour  Bills  Committee  and  be  dis- 
cttsseid  there.  I  feel  that  it  Is  a  waste  of  time 
to  send  it  to  the  Labour  Bills  Committee,  be- 
oaoie  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  this  and  many 
other  Bills  are  never  likely  to  become  law,  and 
vety  properly  so.  The  elections  are  coming  on, 
sod  the  fewer  electioneering  Bills  we  pass  the 
better  it  will  be,  and  a  large  saving  of  time  to 
onrselves.  Therefore,  Sir,  if  it  comes  to  a  vote, 
I  shall  vote  to  send  this  Bill  to  the  electors 
before  it  is  passed.     . 

The  Hon.  Mr.  A.  LEE  SMITH.— Sir,  I  am 
veiy  glad  that  this  Bill  is  being  debated  before 
being  sent  to  the  Labour  Bills  Committee,  be- 
eause  the  discussion  upon  it  will  enable  many 
honourable  members  of  that  Committee  to  see 
what  the  opinions  of  those  who  have  spoken 
upon  it  are,  and  will  also  call  attention  to  some 
points  which,  I  think,  ought  to  be  called  atten- 
tion to.  That  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  desir- 
able thing.  Now,  with  regard  to  what  was  said 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  was  the  first 
speaker  this  afternoon,  I  think  he  altogether 
finisoonceives  the  purport  of  this  Bill,  which 
is  to  provide  a  simple  and  universal  method  of 
gl^ng  compensation  to  workers.  What  is  the 
object  of  the  Bill  ?  It  is  to  supply  what  is  only 
very  partially  provided  now — an  easy,  cheap, 
ana  effective  means  of  giving  compensation  to 
workers  who  may  be  injured  in  any  employ- 
ment for  the  damage  which  they  have  sus- 
tained. How  do  they  get  such  compensation 
pow  ?  The  honourable  gentleman  says  they  get 
it  under  the  ordinary  process  of  common  law. 
Bat  that  is  a  very  expensive  process,  very 
donbtful  in  its  results,  and,  altogether,  is 
partial  in  its  working.  By  this  Bill  it  is  in- 
tended that  every  person  who  shall  sufier 
any  damage  or  who  shall  lose  his  life  shall  be 
entitled  to  compensation,  or  that  his  family 
shall  be  compensated  for  his  loss.  Then,  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  is  that  the  cost  of  providing 
that  compensation  shall  be  a  charge  upon  the 
paitioular  industry  in  which  the  accident  took 
plaoe.    That  is   a   fair  principle.    There  are 


very  many  things  that  have  to  be  paid  for  oat 
of  businesses,  and  I  think  that  this  industrial 
tax  is  quite  fair  and  reasonable.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  says  that  neither  he  nor  any 
one  else  wants  to  see  a  man  go  without  com- 
pensation for  injuries.  That  is  right  so  fat; 
but,  if  he  goes  that  far,  why  can  he  not  go  a 
little  farther  and  say  it  is  a  right  thing  to  give 
the  man  an  easy  and  simple  means  of  getting 
that  compensation.  I  cannot  see  how  he  can 
object  to  that.  The  honourable  gentleman  who^ 
has  just  spoken  has  given  us  the  same  old  tale 
that  we  had  last  year — that  is,  that  this  and 
similar  Bills  drive  industries  out  of  the  country. 
Well,  it  seems  to  me  that  any  accident  that 
takes  place  now  is  very  much  more  costly  to 
the  employer  than  payments  for  compensation 
to  workmen  under  this  Bill  will  be,  smiply  be- 
oause  ail  the  expenses  of  the  law-court  will  be 
saved,  and  compensation  will  be  given  on  a  well*^ 
defined  basis,  and,  generally,  that  will  be  far 
more  satisfactory  both  to  the  employer  and  the 
employed.  Now,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  last  spoke  (the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean)  re- 
ferred to  the  English  Act.  His  reading  of  the 
working  of  Uiat  Act  is  very  different  from  mine. 
Every  dispute  which  has  taken  place  has  pro- 
ceeded from  one  cause;  and  my  objection 
to  that  Act  has  been  especially  on  thla 
ground :  that  it  is  very  partial  in  its  opera- 
tion, and  most  of  the  authorities  at  HoiOie 
have  said  that,  if  it  were  not  of  suoh  a- 
partial  charswter,  but  dealt  with  industries  a)l 
round,  there  would  be  nothing  like  the  saxne 
friction,  difficulty,  and  objection  to  thescheme» 
They  are  now  actually  disputing  what  is  a^ 
scaffolding.  With  regard  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  observation  that  £60,000  or  £70,000 
has  been  paid  in  compensation,  I  think  that 
may  rather  be  taken  as  a  great  fact  in  favour 
of  the  Bill,  showing  that  those  people  who  ha^ 
got  this  compensation  had  obtained  it  in  a- 
cheap  and  effective  manner — compensation 
whion  otherwise,  in  many  cases,  would  not 
have  been  paid  at  all.  I  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  spoke  last  also  referred  tf> 
industries  being  driven  away,  and  told  us  theirs 
were  two  such  instances,  of  which  the  reaper- 
and-binder  industry  was  one.  I  would  like  to< 
know  what  the  second  one  is. 

An  Hon.  Mjbmbbb. — Boots  and  shoes. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  A.  LEE  SMITH.— Well,  an 
honourable  member  on  my  right,  who  knows 
something  about  that  trade,  says  it  is  not  the 
case ;  and  from  what  I  have  heard,  those  who  ate 
engaged  in  that  industry  are  extending  their 
operations  very  largely  down  in  the  South,  and 
the  makers  of  boots  and  shoes  are  continually 
getting  new  machinery  and  developing  the! 
works.  I  do  not  intend  to  keep  the  Counol 
long  on  this  occasion,  because  last  year  I  made 
some  rather  lengthy  observations  upon  this  Bill. 
I  certainly  support  it  very  strongly,  and  I  hope 
this  session  it  will  be  carried  into  effect.  Bat 
I  was  sorry  to  see  what  I  think  are  very  great 
defects  in  the  Bill ;  and  one  is,  that  persons  who- 
are  employed  in  and  about  pastoral  and  agri- 
cultural pursuits  are  exempted  from  its  opera- 
tion.   (I  oannot  for  my  life  understand  wb^ 
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these  people,  who  necessarily,  in  the  course  of 
their  employment,  mast  run  aa  much  risk, 
^knd  in  some  cai^es  far  more  risk,  as  those 
workers  who  are  engaged  in  some  occu- 
pations in  the  towns,  should  not  have  the 
same  opportunity  given  to  them  of  receiv- 
ing compensation  for  accidents.  They  may 
lose  their  limhs  or  lives,  and  otherwise 
he  maimed  for  life,  and  are  just  as  liable  to 
accidents,  at  least,  as  many  other  classes  of 
employes.  I  think  this  exemption  is  a  great 
fault,  and  I  hope  the  Oommibtee  will  restore 
that  class,  and  give  these  people  the  san^e  right 
as  the  other  members  of  the  working  com- 
munity. Then,  again,  why  ehould  domestic 
servants  be  made  an  exception  of  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS.— They  are  not 
•ubject  to  accidents. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  A.  LEE  SMITH.  — Un- 
'•doubtedly  they  are,  as  in  cleaning  windows, 
for  instance,  or  they  may  be  on  steps  leading 
up  to  the  ceilings  of  rooms,  and  may  have  a 
fall,  and  there  are  fif ty-and  one  other  things 
which  I  do  not  think  of  for  the  moment,  but 
which,  no  doubt,  will  occur  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  consideration ;  bnt,  at  any 
rate,  I  maintain  that  these  people  may  bie 
injured  while  performing  their  duties,  and 
why,  therefore,  should  they  be  exempted  ? 
The  great  principle  underlying  all  this  is 
that  for  any  injuries  sustained  by  these  people 
they  may  be  provided  with  compensation  out 
of  a  common  fund  which  is  to  be  supplied 
-by  the  particular  business  in  which  they  are 
employed.  That  principle  is  a  sound  one,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  there  ought  not  to  be  one  single 
exception.  The  great  virtue  of  the  scheme  lies 
in  this :  that  once  it  is  in  operation  its  very 
simplicity  will  plead  in  its  favour.  I  am  my- 
self an  employer,  and  am  connected  with  two 
•or  three  different  manufactories.  In  some 
oases  there  are  from  sixty  to  eighty  men  em- 
ployed in  one  factory,  and  sometimes  there  is 
-considerable  risk  of  accident.  I  am  in  con- 
Bternation  very  often.  One  day  one  of  the 
governors  of  the  engines  flew  off,  and  there 
was  great  danger  of  ten  or  fifteen  persons 
being  killed,  and  the  accident  was  one  that  no 
foresight  could  havs  guarded  against.  Under 
this  Bill  what  would  the  employers  have? 
They  would  have  thp  facility,  which  we  are 
promised  by  the  Government  Accident  Insur- 
ance Bill,  of  getting  the  whole  of  the  risks 
which  may  be  attached  to  their  works  insured 
by  paying  so  much.  They  know  the  premium- 
cost  of  covering  the  risks  may  be  easily  esti- 
mated and  put  on  the  cost  of  manufactures. 
It  would  be  but  a  small  percentage  on  the  cost 
•of  production,  and  would  not  fall  altogether  on 
them,  while  the  employes  would  feel  sure  that 
if  anything  occurred  to  them  they  would  get 
that  money,  and  not  have  to  go  to  law  over  it 
after  the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Court 
had  settled  the  matter.  Employers  have  only 
to  go  to  the  Insurance  Department,  whose 
business  it  will  be  to  provide  for  these  cases  on 
payment  of  an  annual  premium  by  the  em- 
ployer, and  that,  I  maintain,  to  the  employer 
■of  labour  will  be  a  very  great  comfort.    And  aa 
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to  the  alleged  detrimental  effect  of  the  thing 
on  business,  I  feel  no  alarm  whatever.  It 
would  not  amount  to  anything  appreciable. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MoLean  says  it  would  tend  to 
destroy  the  industries  of  the  country,  and  to 
put  us  at  a  disadvantage;  but,  I  contend,  it 
would  do  nothing  of  the  sort.  I  think  that 
contention  is  untenable  in  any  way,  SAid  the 
alaim  that  both  honourable  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  have  indicated,  I  submit,  is  not 
founded  upon  any  reasonable  consideration  of 
the  circumstances.  I  can  give  the  Bill  my 
hearty  support ;  but  I  hope  the  Labour  Bilk 
Committee  will  restore  to  the  operative  olauan 
of  the  measure  those  who  are  engaged  in  agn- 
cultural  and  pastoral  pursuits,  and  also  the 
domestic  servants,  in  which  case  I  shall  not 
have  the  same  exception  to  this  very  propei 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  T.  KELLY.— If  the  Hooae  of 
Lords,  the  most  conservative  body  in  the  wodd, 
has  considered  it  necessary  to  pass  a  Bill  of 
the  same  character  as  the  one  now  before  the 
Council,  in  order  to  provide  compensation  for 
accidents  to  workmen,  we  need  have  no  hes- 
tation  in  following  such  a  good  example.  The 
principle  of  the  Bill  before  us  is  the  aame  as 
the  Imperial  Act— that  is,  to  enable  the  woik- 
man  or  his  dependents  to  obtain  compensatiai 
with  some  degree  of  certainty  in  getting  It  for 
injuries  sustained,  as  it  does  away  with  the 
provision  under  which  the  workman  had  to 
prove  that  he  had  not  contributed  to  the  aoei- 
dent,  and  threw  on  the  employer  the  proof  that 
the  accident  was  attributable  to  the  seiioai 
and  wilful  misconduct  of  the  worknEian.  That 
alteration  in  the  law  did  simple  justioe  to  the 
workman.  There  is  no  doubt  that  ihe  toon 
of  this  Bill  is  wider  in  its  application  than  toe 
Imperial  Act  of  1897,  as  that  Act  defined 
the  industries  to  which  it  applied.  This  BiS. 
on  the  contrary,  makes  its  provisions  apply 
to  all  industries,  but  excepts  agricultural  m. 
pastoral  pursuits  and  domestic  serrioe.  It 
has  a  wider  application  in  providing  for  com- 
pensation to  workmen  who  sustain  injariei  in 
the  course  of  their  employment  than  the  Act 
passed  by  the  Imperial  Parliament.  The  Hob. 
Mr.  McLean  stated  in  the  oourseof  his  remarks 
that,  at  the  present  time,  under  the  oammon 
law,  a  workman  can  get  compensation  for  any 
injury  he  may  sustain  during  his  work.  The 
same  common  law  applies  in  England ;  but  it 
WM  found,  nevertheless,  that  workmen  wate 
constantly  debarred  from  getting  the  oom- 
pensation  to  which  they  thought  they  wen 
fairly  entitled,  because  they  had  to  diow 
that  there  had  been  no  contributory  negli- 
gence— that  is  to  say,  if  they  were  found  to 
have  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  acci- 
dent by  carelessness,  it  viras  a  bar  to  their 
getting  compensation.  Now,  in  the  case  of 
men  employed  in  a  factory,  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  define  what  is  contributory  negligenee, 
and  the  onus  was  thrown  on  the  workman 
to  prove  that  he  had  not  contributed  to  the 
accident  by  negligence.  Now,  reference  to  a 
Court  of  law,  before  the  Act  of  189T  iMa 
passed,  simply  debarred  liim  altogether  fron 
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ytiing  oompenMtion  if  the  plea  of  oontri- 
milcTj  negligence  was  raised.    What  ohanoe 
had  a  worker  without  means  to  fight  a  rich 
-oonoration  or  indiyidual  in  a  Goart  of  law 
and  prove,  under  the  then  existing  state  of  the 
law,  that  he  had  in  no  way  contributed  to  the 
aooident.    The  Act  o(  1897  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament  did  away  with  that.     Before  the 
Act  of  1897  oame  into  operation  in  England,  it 
was  simply  melancholy  to  see  the  numbers  of 
^psraons  who  suffered  loss  from  accidents  over 
whiob  they  had  no  control,  and  these  persons 
raoeiTed  no  compensation.    This  wrong  will,  to 
^  certain  extent,  be  removed,  and  I  think  the 
rasult  will  be  a  benefit  to  the  country  generally, 
because,  under  the  scheme  of  ioBuranoe  now 
in  operation,  tbe  risk  will   be  taken  at  the 
vory  lowest  rates,  and  the  manufacturer  can 
inanre  himself.     Therefore,  in  case  of   aoci- 
•daoi*  the  loss  will  (all  on  the  insurance  oom- 
^panjt    as    it    should    do,    and    competition, 
•atpeoially  with  a  Government  department  in 
the  field,  will  enable  the  employer  to  insure 
«t  tbe  lowest  rate,  and  the  cost  will  be  ulti- 
mately borne  by  the  consumer  of  manufactured 
-goods.    My  honourable  friend  Mr.  Bonar  stated 
thai  the  employer  would  be  entirely  liable ;  but 
If  it  is  proved  that  tbe  workman  has  been 
foilty  of  wilful  and  serious  misconduct,  then 
the  employer  a  ill  not  be  liable.    The  Imperial 
Act  of  1897  provides  that,  if  the  parties  cannot 
4igree,  the  cases  shall  go  to  arbitration  under  a 
permanent  Arbitration  Act.     Under  this  Bill 
they  go  to  arbitration  by  the  Arbitration  Gourti. 
I  think  that  is  an  inexpensive  plan  of  dealing 
with  the  oases.    I  hope  this  Bill  will  receive 
4b6  flanction  of  the  Council.    I  think  it  will  be 
a  g^at  benefit  to  the  workers  of  the  colony, 
^and  I  do  not  think  the  industries  of  the  colony 
win  suffer  by  its  operation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  G.  WALEBR.— I  only  de- 
sire  to  say  a  few  words.  While  I  am  very 
pleased  at  the  spirit  in  which  the  Gonncil  has 
asoeived  this  Bill,  still  1  regret  to  find  some  of 
the  old  prejudice  surviving  in  the  minds  of  two 
honourable  gentlemen  who  addressed  the  Gouu- 
<S1  this  afternoon  —  I  refer  to  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bonar  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean.  Both  these 
honourable  gentlemen  seem  to  be  unable  to 
•disabuse  their  minds  of  the  idea  that  modern 
•oientific  legislation,  dealing  with  labour  ques- 
tlooB,  is  going  to  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
workers,  and  will  make  various  commodities  or 
aarrices  more  expensive  to  the  general  public 
'than  they  are  at  present.  That  has  been  stated 
over  and  over  again,  ever  since  the  modern 
mind  began  to  deal  with  these  questions  on 
newer  and  better  lines.  That  reproach  has 
been  advanced  in  the  shape  of  a  prophecy 
aa  each  proposal  came  before  any  Legisla- 
ture in  which  it  was  proposed.  But  the  re- 
proaoh  never  has  come  true ;  yet  still  it  is 
•eonaidered  a  good  enough  stick  to  beat  a  dog 
with  even  up  to  the  present  time.  Even  the 
honourable  gentlemen  I  have  referred  to  are 
not  ashamed  to  bring  it  up  again,  and  to  utter 
the  time-worn  platitudes  as  to  the  mischiefs 
.and  evils  that  legi^ilation  of  this  sort  are  going 
4o  bring  upon  the   colony.     My   honourable 


friend  opposite  said  that  legislation  of  this  sort 
has  passied  the  most  conservative  Ghamber  in 
the  world — the  House  of  Lords— and  they 
passed  it  in  the  most  restrictive  form  possible. 
If  the  principle  of  the  English  Act  is  sound  as 
regards  the  most  dangerous  classes  of  employ- 
ment, it  is  not  only  equally  sound  as  regards 
everv  class  of  employment,  but  the  possible 
disabilities  with  which  employers  can  be  loaded 
proportionately  disappear  the  more  the  opera-- 
tion  of  the  measure  is  extended  to  employments 
m  which  accidents  are  hardly  appreciable. 
Therefore,  Sir,  I  contend  that  a  Bill  of  tbe 
general  nature  of  this  measure  is  abso- 
lutely free  from  the  specific  objections  which 
the  old  conservative  mind  likes  to  bring 
against  measures  of  this  kind.  This  measure 
is  so  general  that  there  can  be  no  hardship. 
Then,  a  good  deal  has  been  said  about  this  Bill 
not  being  in  the  interests  of  the  workera.  I 
cannot  see  where  that  argument  comes  in. 
The  workers  have  had  many  benefits  in  con- 
sequence of  beneficent  legislation  in  the  last 
half-century,  and  1  do  not  see  how  workers  are 
going  to  be  injured  by  a  measure  which  vfUi 
absolutely  make  it  certain  that,  in  case  of  aooi- 
dent, they  and  those  dependent  on  them  shall 
be  compensated.  Some  honourable  members  do 
not  seem  to  recognise  that  this  is  simply  a  small 
trade  risk  which  is  going  to  attach  to  emplojr- 
ment  generally,  and  that  risk  will  be  distri- 
buted over  such  a  wide  area,  and  will  be  tiJcea 
at  such  a  low  premium,  that  it  will  hardly 
be  appreciable  when  contracts  are  being  con- 
sidered. At  the  present  time  certain  risks 
have  to  be  run.  Business  people  are  ready  to 
support  contractors,  and  they  will  be  much 
more  ready  to  support  them  if  the  present 
possibilities  from  accident  are  removea.  Tbe 
only  mind  which  can  see  any  difficulty  in 
legislation  of  this  kind  is  the  mind  that  abso- 
lutely declines  to  see  that  any  remedial  condi- 
tions can  come,  either  to  the  workers  or  to 
employers,  from  legislation  at  all.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  McLean  says,  '*  What  is  the  necessity  for 
it?  The  workers  with  whom  I  have  been  con- 
nected in  my  long  experience  do  not  find  any 
difficulty  with  me.  When  they  meet  with 
accidents,  I  provide-  for.  them  handsomely," 
and  so  on.  Well,  Sir,  the  honourable  gende- 
man  must  surely  know  that  a  law  is  not  made 
for  the  well-doer,  but  for  the  evil-doer ;  and  it 
is  to  protect  the  honourable  gen 'pieman,  and 
honourable  gentlemen  like  him  who  conduct 
their  businesses  on  fair  line^,  that  laws  like 
this  are  conceived  and  placed  before  Parlia- 
ment— and,  as  I  hope  in  this  case,  passed 
into  law.  We  want  to  make  the  bad  em- 
ployers act  up  to  the  high  standard  of 
my  honourable  friend  in  his  business,  and 
therefore  I  say  that  this  law  is  distinctly 
in  the  interests  of  all  good  employera.  AU 
good  employerd  should  like  to  see  a  measure 
such  as  this  passed,  and  I  shall  be  very  much 
disappointed  if  my  honourable  friend  is  not 
one  of  those  who  will  vote  for  the  third  reading 
of  this  Bill.  I  expected  there  would  be  some 
objection  to  the  reinsertion  of  what  is  now  the 
17tb  clause.    That  is  a  clause  whiob,  from  one 
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point  of  yjew,  may  be  said  to  be  hardly  neoes- 
■ary,  because  the  theory  of  the  Bill  is  that 
every  employer  will  insure  against  every  class 
of  accident,  and,  therefore,  in  the  case  of  any 
aooident  the  risk  will  be  otherwise  covered. 
Bat  the  clause  is  inserted  to  insure  that  a 
negligent  or  quasi-fraudulent  employer  or  oon- 
ki^tor  shall  be  watched,  by  any  one  who  has 
got  an  interest  in  his  undertaking,  by  having 
■this  provision  behind  his  negligence,  whose 
interest  it  will  be  to  see  that  he  taJces  out 
an  ordinary  trade-risk  in  an  insurance  com- 
pany to  protect  himself  against  any  accidents 
that  may  occur  in  the  conduct  of  his  contract. 
If  he  does  not,  the  employer  shall  have,  at 
all  events,  behind  his  negligence,  the  security 
of  his  mine,  or  his  ship,  or  his  building,  or 
bis  land.  That  is  all ;  and  I  believe  the  cus- 
tom of  insuring  every  trade  risk  will  be  very 
much  a  matter  of  course — that  in  every  con- 
tract it  will  be  observed,  and  be  just  as  much  a 
matter  of  form  as  the  stamp  which  is  put  on  a 
contract  in  each  case.  No  hardship  can  accrue 
by  the  provision  of  additional  security  and  an 
additional  rod  to  be  held  over  those  who  are 
not  well-doers  but  evil-doers.  I  do  not  think  I 
need  say  any  more.  I  trust  the  Committee 
will  be  able  to  bring  this  Bill  down  to  the 
Gooncil  in  good  shape,  and  that  it  will  shortly 
be  passed  into  law.  I  may  refer  to  the  Accident 
InsuranojB  Bill.  I  can  only  assure  the  Council 
that  that  Bill  will  proceed  in  the  other  Chamber 
with  as  much  despatch  as  possible,  and  I  trust 
this  Chamber  will  be  satisfied,  before  it  passes 
the  third  reading,  with  the  main  provisiuns  of 
the  Bill,  and  will  see  that  the  Qrovernment  are 
as  much  persuaded  as  this  Council  is  that  no 
satisfactory  Workers*  Compensation  Bill  can 
be  passed  without  an  equally  satisfactory 
Government  Accident  Insurance  Bill. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
four  o'clock  p.m. 
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Library  Catalogue  — University  CoUeges— Ses- 
sional Committees— Egmont  National  Park  Bill— 
Otiake  Settlement  Atbeosenm-^Duntroon  Load- 
ing-yards —  Waiau  Lower-site  Ferry  — Waiau- 
Preservation  Track— State  Forest  Kegnlations 
— ParuassuB  and  Highfield  Estates— Schools  of 
Mines  GrantB— Whakarewa  Native-school  En- 
-  dowment  —  Landless  Natives  Commission  — 
School  Teachers'  Railway-fares— Progress  Pay- 
ments by  Settlers— South  Bgmont  Forest  Reserve 
— Punehu  Bridge  —  Babbit^proof  Whre-netting 
Act-Lower  Hutt- Wellington  Additional  Train— 
Donedin-Mosgiel  Double  Line— Noxious  Weeds 
Bill— Polling-booth  at  Berwick— Railway  Police 
—Best-kept  Farm  or  Homestead— Midland  Rail- 
way—**  Tararua  Acre"— Napier-Wairoa  Road- 
Nan  ve  Oround-birds  PrcBervation— North  Islaod 
Main  Trunk  Railway— Holders  of  Small  Areas- 
Old-age  PenBions  Act— Bush-firing—Orphanages 
and  Industrial  Schools- Southland  Police  Dis- 
Jriet— Wellincton  Heads  Leading  LightB— For- 
feitures for  Non-payment  of  Rent -->waipara- 
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Cheviot  Railway  Exteaeloa—Old-age 
Act— Seaward  Bosh  Railwav— Tvser  and  Oo.1S 
Steamers— Lands  Report  and  Report  on  fimiatiff 
Asylums — Hand-made  Cigarettes — Oanvasriag 
Electors— Philadelphia  Commercial  OongrsM 
Dunedin-Sawyers'  Bay  Rail  way— West  Coast  Oosl 
—  Deck-loading  of  vessels  —  Railway  OaagsaT 
Wsgee— Small  Birds  Extermination— Rabbii  D^ 
partment  Abolition— l411bQm-Big  River  TrMt* 
cutting— Classification  by  Head-teachen— Ho&> 
davs  and  ^ck-pay  to  Wcvkmen  in  Sheda  and  oa 
Wnarres  —  New  Small-arms  —  Mine  -  maaagtfiT 
Certificates— Ormondville  Oooda-ehed— Adjobni' 
ment— Contempt  of  Court  Bill— Absolute  Msjo- 
rity  Bill— Compuiies  Bill— Weights  and  Msasnns 

Mr.  Spbakbr  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two^ 

o'olook  p.m. 

PBATBBa. 

NORTH  ISLAND' TRUNK   RAILWAY. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GROWTHER  (AhoUsbA 
City),  it  was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  Wofs 
this  House  a  retunt  showing  the  total  cost  of 
the  last  twelve  miles  of  the  northern  end  of  lbs 
Main  Trunk  North  Island  Railway,  from  MokM 
to  the  northern  end  of  the  tunnel. 

NEW-ZBALAND-GROWN  HOPS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  (Metn- 
eka),  it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  befocetUb 
House  a  return  showing  the  quaoiitj  of  Nei^ 
Zealand-grown  hops,  and  also  the  quantity  of 
Australian,  American,  British,  and  Enzopsaa- 
grown  hops,  used  annually  by  the  bcewen  ^ 
the  colony  during  the  last  five  years. 

RABBITS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McNAB  (Hatania),  it 
was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  before  tUl 
House  a  return  of  all  (a)  rabbi takins,  (6)  fzoMB 
rabbits,  and  (e)  preserved  rabbits,  ezportad 
from  the  colony  during  the  years  1894  to  189ft; 
such  return  to  show  the  numbers  and  vahus 
of  (a)  and  (b)  respectively,  and  the  quantity 
and  value  of  (c),  annually  exported,  and  tt» 
ports  from  which  the  same  have  been  shipped* 

POST  OFFICE  SAVINGS-BANK  RATE  OF 

INTEREST.  Wl 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  TANNER  (Avon),  ift 
was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  Ale 
House  a  return  showing— (1)  The  rate  oliia- 
terest  allowed  on  deposits  when  the  Post-Oflioe 
Savings -Bank  of  the  colony  was  first  estft* 
blished;  (2)  tbe  various  alterations  (whethttflf 
increase  or  decrease)  which  have  since 
place,  and  the  dates  thereof;  and  (8)  the; 
rates. 

WEIGHTS  AND  BfEASURES  IN- 
SPECTORS' REPORTS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GILFEDDBB 
(Wallace),  it  was  ordered,  That  the  report  c< 
the  Inspectors  of  Weights  and  Measuies  le- 
specting  tbe  deficiencies  in  weight  of  oofiss, 
pepper,  Ac,  sold  in  canisters  or  packages  ki 
laid  on  the  table  of  this  House. 

THAMES  GOLDFIELD. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr  McGOWAN  (Tfaaiiiii{i 
it  was  ordered,  That  Ihere  be  lai4  before  tw 
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Home  a  retam  Btaowing,  —  (1)  Namber  of 
miaing  privileges  held  on  Thames  goldfield ; 
(S)  nttmoer  of  men  employed  on  wages;  (8) 
number  of  cases  in  whico  protection  has  been 
wplied  for,  with  reasons  for  graniing  same ;  (4) 
the  approximate  area  of  auriferous  land  held 
by  oompanies  or  syndicates  upon  whiob  the 
labour  conditions  are  wholly  or  partially  sus- 
penclou* 

PABLUMBNTAR7  LIBRARY 
GATALOOUE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  CARSON  (Wanganui),  it 
was  ordered y  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
a  reiorn  showing  the  total  cost  of  compiling, 
editing,  printing,  binding,  and  publishing  the 
Parliamentary  Library  Catalogue,  together  with 
the  number  of  copies  printed,  the  way  in  which 
they  have  been  disposed  of,  and  the  amount  re- 
ceived for  same. 

UNIVERSITY  COLLEGES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McLEAN  (Napier),  it 
was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  showing  the  number  of  students 
attending  the  University  Colleges  of  Auckland, 
Christohuroh,  and  Dunedin  during  the  three 
yeazs  ended  the  Slst  December,  1698 ;  also  the 
number  of  students  who  were  residents  of 
AuoUand,  Christchurch,  and  Dunedin,  or  sub- 
urbs ;  also  the  number  of  scholarships  held  by 
stndentB  attending  the  University  Colleges,  and 
number  of  scholarships  held  by  those  who  were 
resident  in  Auckland,  Christchurch,  and  Dun- 
edin, or  suburbs. 

SESSIONAL  COMMITTEES. 

OuLBSiFiCiiTiON.— Mr.  Bollard,  Mr.  Holland, 
Mr.  Lethbridge,  Mr.  McNab,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr. 
Symes,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Wason,  and  Mr.  Cadman. 

Joorr  ON  Bnxs.—Mr.  Graham,  Mr.  M.  J.  S. 
MaekeDsie,  Mr.  McQuire,  Mr.  Joyce,  and  Mr. 
Onlimess. 

Jonrr  STAKDnra  Orders  on  Privatb  B11.L8. 
— ^Major  Steward,  Mr.  Wason,  and  Mr.  Quin- 
ness. 

SB£BonoN. — Mr.  Hall -Jones,  Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  G.  Hutchison,  Major  Steward,  and  Mr. 
Oumness. 

P0BZJC  PBTinoNS,  A  to  L. — Mr.  Crowther, 
Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Kelly,  Mr.  Lawry,  Mr.  Leth- 
bridge, Mr.  R.  MoKenzie,  Mr.  McLean,  Mr. 
O'Ragan,  Mr.  Symes,  and  Mr.  Hall- Jones. 

Puvuc  PsnnoNa,  M  to  Z. — Mr.  Field,  Mr. 
Fraser,  Mr.  Holland,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Meredith, 
Mr.  Monk,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Morrison,  Mr. 
CMeara,  and  Mr.  T.  Thompson. 

BOMONT  NATIONAL  PARK  BILL. 

Ifr.  SYMES  (Egmont)  asked  the  Oovem- 
ment.  If  they  will  this  session  introduce  the 
Esmont  National  Park  Bill  ? 

ICr.  OARROLL  (Colonial  Secretary)  said  that 
this  Bill  was  drafted,  and  was  now  under  con- 
sidsration. 

OTIAKE  SETTLEMENT  ATHENiBUM. 
Major  STEWARD  (Waitaki)  asked  the  Acthag 
Minister  of  Lands,  Whether  he  will  accede  to 
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the  request  of  residents  at  the  Ottake  Settle* 
ment  by  reserving,  say  ,a  quarter  of  an  acre  of 
land  as  a  site  for  the  athenseum  building  pro- 
posed to  be  erected  in  that  locality  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL  (for  the  Minister  of  Lands) 
said  if  there  were  any  land  near  Otiake  Settle* 
ment  suitable  for  an  athensBum-site  it  would 
be  reserved  as  requested  by  the  petitioners. 
Inquiries  were  now  being  made  into  the  matter. 

DUNTROON  LOADING- YARDS. 

Major  STEWARD  (Waitaki)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Railways,  Whether  he  will  give 
directions  for  the  extension  of  the  wing-fences 
of  the  loading-yards  at  Duntroon,  so  as  to 
give  the  necessary  facility  for  the  trucking  of 
sheen? 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
he  had  made  inquiries  about  this  matter,  and 
he  found  the  extension  was  required,  and,  as  it 
would  cost  only  a  few  pounds  to  carry  out  the 
work,  it  would  be  put  in  hand  at  an  early 
date. 

WAIAU  LOWER- SITE  FERRY. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  (Wallace)  asked  the  Act- 
ing Minister  of  Lands,  If  the  Government  will 
place  a  punt  on  the  Waiau  at  the  Lower- site 
Ferry?  He  pointed  out  that  there  had  been  a 
punt  on  the  Waiau  at  the  Clifden  Ferry,  but, 
owing  to  the  bridge  being  erected  over  the 
river  at  that  point,  the  punt  was  now  out  of 
use.  There  was  a  ferry-boat  croRslng  the  river 
at  the  lower  Eite.  It  was  the  desire  of  the 
residents  in  that  locality  that  the  punt  should 
be  utilised  at  the  Lower-site  Ferry.  The 
Minister  of  Lands  gave  a  promise  some  time 
ago  that  when  the  bridge  was  erected  at  Clifden 
a  punt  would  be  placed  lower  down  the  river, 
and  he  trusted  the  Minister's  promise  would  be 
carried  out,  as  the  requirements  of  the  district 
demanded  it. 

Mr.  CARROLL  (for  the  Minister  of  Lands) 
recognised  the  need  of  a  punt  at  the  Lower-sits 
Ferry,  where  the  river-boat  at  present  used  was 
somewhat  inadequate,  and  in  the  hands  of 
private  owners.  He  might  say  the  question  of 
providing  funds  for  the  punt  would  be  con- 
sidered. 

WAIAU-PRESERVATION  TRACK.  ' 
Mr.  GILFEDDER  (Wallace)  anked  the  Act- 
ing Minister  of  Lands,  If  hiBaitenuon  has  been 
called  to  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  Waiau- 
Preservation  Track,  between  the  Ann  Bum  and 
the  Big  River,  and  the  necessity  for  providing 
a  better  means  of  crossing  the  latter  ?  He  said 
there  was  a  track  between  Orepoki  and  Preser- 
vation Island  goldfield  that  had  been  made 
within  the  last  two  years.  Parts  of  it  were 
almost  impassable.  The  part  of  it  between  the 
Ann  River  and  Big  River  crossed  a  hill  at  a  high 
altitude,  instead  of  going  along  the  foot  of  the 
hill,  and  so  making  a  shorter  track  and  one 
more  serviceable  and  better  adapted  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  locality.  An  for  the  crossing 
of  the  river,  which  was  nine  chains  wide,  there 
were  two  boats  provided.  A  boat  was  supposed 
to   be   left  on  either  side,  but  when  parties 
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^KOtaed  the  river  they  iiiYariably  neglected 
to  bring  the  other  boat  back,  aad  the  result 
was  that  the  two  boats  were  often  on  the  one 
side  of  the  river.  Again,  there  was  a  diffi- 
onlty  in  regard  to  the  boats  being  left  at  the 
vrrong  track.  A  new  track  had  been  cat,  bat, 
nevertheless,  a  number  of  travellers  used  the 
old  prospectors*  track,  which  was  much  shorter, 
and  the  consequence  was  that  one  boat  was 
often  loft  at  the  lower  track.  He  hoped  the 
Minister  would  see  his  way  to  improve  this  un- 
satisfactory state  of  things. 

Mr.  CARROLL  (for  the  Minister  of  Lands) 
had  no  doubt  the  facts  related  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  were  correct.  No  special  at- 
tention had,  however,  been  directed  to  the 
position  of  matters,  but  the  GoTemment  had 
it  now  under  consideration,  and  he  believed 
something  would  be  done  to  improve  the  facili- 
ties for  trayelling. 

STATE  FOREST  REGULATIONS. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  (Wallace)  asked  the  Act- 
ing Minister  of  Lands,  If  the  Government  will 
amend  the  State  Forest  Regulations,  so  as  to 
enable  settlers  in  the  South  Island  to  cut  stakes 
and  firewood  daring  the  summer  months  ?  The 
settlers  in  the  south  part  of  New  Zealand  ex- 
perienced great  hardship  in  being  prevented  from 
cutting  stakes  and  firewood  during  the  summer 
months.  The  bush  in  the  south  part  of  the 
South  Island  was  invariably  wet  during  the 
wipter  season,  so  that  it  was  necessary  for  the 
settlers  to  make  a  point  of  getting  their  fire- 
wood during  the  summer,  when  the  bash  was  dry 
and  the  roads  passable.  With  regard  to  fencing- 
stakes,  what  they  did  was  to  put  in  their  crops 
first,  and  then,  when  the  crop  was  growing,  they 
started  to  fence  their  paddocks.  There  had 
been  a  few  instances  in  which  grievous  hard- 
ship had  been  inflicted  on  some  settlers  by  the 
regulations  that  had  been  brought  into  exis- 
tence debarring  them  from  cutting  stakes  and 
firewood  at  a  seasonable  period  of  the  year. 

Mr.  CARROLL  (for  the  Minister  of  Lands) 
■aid  the  State  Forest  Regulations  were  not  yet 
finally  settled,  and,  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  drawn  attention  to  a  matter  that  was 
affected  by  them,  the  Government  would  give 
consideration  to  the  cutting  of  stakes  and  fire- 
wood in  the  summer  months. 

JARNASSUS  AND  HIGHFIELD  ESTATES. 
.  Mr.  MEKEDITH  (Ashley)  asked  the  Go- 
▼foment,  What  steps  have  been  taken  daring 
the  recess  by  the  Land  Purchasing  Board  to 
acquire  for  settlement  the  estates  known  as 
Parnassus  and  Uighfield,  situated  to  the  north 
of  the  Waiau  River  ?  The  estate  of  Parnassus 
jnA  situated  opposite  Cheviot,  to  the  north  of 
Uie  estate,  and  was  separated  from  it  by  the 
liver  Waiau.  Highfield  was  also  to  the  north 
of  Cheviot,  and  extended  from  the  Waiau  to  the 
Conway  River,  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles. 
Aiaofi  the  whole  of  that  distance,  with  the  ex- 
^ptiou  of  a  few  huts  at  a  place  called  Wandle 
Bush,  there  was  not  a  human  habitation  to  be 
pet  with.  It  was  ahnost  certain  that  a  rail- 
i|ay  would  be  constructed  to  Cheviot  within 
Ifr.  Oilfedder 


the  next  five  years,  and  a  ooonbinad  nil- 
way-  and  traffic-bridge  oyer  the  Waiau,  ana  it 
might  be  advisable  for  the  Government  to  pat 
into  operation,  before  those  works  were  owried 
out,  the  provisions  of  the  Land  for  SettlMnants 
Act  to  allow  of  close  settlement  taking  plaoeoa 
those  two  estates.  It  was  a  step  the  Govern- 
ment must  ultimately  take,  and  it  would  be 
iast  as  well,  for  the  reasons  ha  bad  advaaotd, 
if  the  lands  were  acquired  now. 

Mr.  CARBOLL  (for  the  Minister  of  La»k) 
said  the  departmental  reply  to  this  qiiestioQ 
was  as  follows : — 

*<  Highfield  was  offered  to  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Board,  and  a  report  was  obtained, 
which  showed  that  it  was  mainly  paatonl 
country,  and  therefore  the  offer  was  not  enter- 
tained at  the  time.  If,  however,  PamsMOi 
and  a  few  of  the  other  large  estates  on  the 
Amnri  oould  be  purchased,  it  would  mtXtf 
promote  the  interests  of  settlement  m  tbs 
Lower  Waiau  district.  No  offer  has  been  re- 
ceived in  respect  to  Parnassus,  however,  and  it 
has  not  therofore  been  considered." 

SCHOOLS  OF  MINES  GRANTS. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  (Grey)  asked  the  Hinistsc 
of  Mines,  Whether  he  will  state  to  the  Hooat, 
for  general  information,  what  aro  the  con- 
ditions under  which  subsidies  oan  be  obtained, 
or  grants  of  public  money  will  be  made,  towaids 
the  establishment  or  maintenance  of  sohooU 
of  mines  ?  This  was  a  matter  that  minen  and 
others  interested  in  the  mining  indnstiy  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  colony  wero  anxious  to  have 
full  information  upon,  and  he  hoped  the  Mlnii- 
ter  would  be  good  enough  to  give  it,  so  that  it 
might  find  its  way  into  the  newspapers  and 
Hansard,  and  by  that  means  be  dissemiaatsd 
through  the  mining  districts. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  of  Mines)  said  ths 
conditions  upon  which  assistance  was  given  to 
these  local  sohooU  of  mines  were :  fint^  that 
there  should  be  a  local  oonnoil  or  oommittse 
of  management  appointed  to  control  or  snt- 
cise  general  supervision  ove^  the  allairs  of  ths 
school;  second,  when  the  new  sohool  was 
established,  assistance  was  granted  tovrarda  de- 
fraying the  cost  of  erecting  hnildingi  and 
equipment.  The  department .  had  staadaid 
lithographed  plans  suitably  prepared  for  the 
sm&ll  country  schools  of  mines,  and  when  a 
school  was  being  established  these  plane  were 
sent  to  those  interested  in  the  matter.  Aft« 
a  school  had  been  established,  the  osoal  pra^ 
tice  had  been  to  grant  subsidies  for  maintSD- 
ance  of  £1  for  £1  on  the  amount  oontribatsd 
locally.  In  two  oases  the  GoTemment  had 
assisted  schools  by  contribating  half  the  eoit 
of  the  teaoher*s  salary.  Outside  that  tiisie 
was  also  a  vote  on  the  estimates  every  year  ts 
meet  the  cost  of  schools  of  mines  geneialty* 
If  there  were  any  places  in  the  hononnhto 
gentleman's  district  in  which  a  small  aohool 
was  likely  to  be  started,  the  department  woold 
be  happy  to  famish  them  with  the  lithognifhrf 
plans,  and  to  give  all  information  tbal  mu 
available. 
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whakarewa  native  school 
Endowment. 

0  ^  Mr.  PARATA  (Southern  Maori)  asked 
^'^'  i\ie  Premier,  Whether  he  will  during 
this  session  introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with  the 
Natiye  School  endowment  known  as  Whaka- 
rewa,  at  Motneka,  Nelson  Provinoial  Diatriot  ? 
T^is  question  had  been  before  the  House 
almost  oTecy  session,  and  he  thought  the  €k>- 
vemment  made  a  promise  last  session  that 
thsy  would  bring  in  a  Bill  to  deal  with  these 
lands,  and  he  thought  it  was  time  some  steps 
were  taken  to  settle  this  question. 

Mr.  OARBOLL  (Colonial  Secretary)  said  the 
Whakarewa  endowment  stood  in  the  eame 
position  as  the  Porirua  endowment  whioh  had 
been  the  subject  of  a  Supreme  Court  action. 
The  Qovemment  could  not  deal  with  these 
^ases  individnally,  but  perhaps  they  oould  he 
dealt  with  as  a  whole.  The  Qoyemment  con- 
templated taking  steps  in  the  direction  of 
legislation  in  the  matter. 

LANDLESS  NATIVES  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  PARATA  (Southern  Maori)  asked  the 
Qotemment, — (1.)  When  the  report  of  the 
Gommissioners  for  Landless  Natives  in  the 
South  Island  will  be  laid  on  the  table  of  this 
House?  (2.)  Whether  the  Government  have 
granted  the  request  of  the  aforesaid  Commis- 
sioners for  a  farther  grant  of  land  for  the  pur- 
pose of  satisfying  the  claims  of  such  landless 
Katives  of  the  South  Island  who,  by  reason 
of  the  land  already  set  aside  for  the  above 
object  having  been  exhausted,  are  unprovided 
with  land? 

Mr.  CARROLL  (for  the  Minister  of  Lands) 
said  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  was  ready, 
and  would  be  laid  on  the  table  in  a  day  or 
two. 

SCHOOL   TEACHERS'    RAILWAY-FARES. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  (Grey)  asked  the  Minister 
for  Railways,  Whether  he  can  make  any  con- 
cession or  reduction  in  the  railway-fares 
charged  to  school  teachers  who  travel  on  the 
railways  in  the  discharge  of  thoir  duties? 
Ha  might  state  that  this  matter  had  been 
brought  prominently  under  his  notice  by  cer- 
tain school  teachers  in  the  district  he  had  the 
honour  to  represent,  informing  him  that  they 
were  very  desirous  of  ooniinuing  their  studies 
in  the  central  town  of  the  district.  They  lived 
with  their  parents  there,  but  they  had  to  travel 
aix  or  eight  miles  out  of  town  in  order  to  dis- 
charge their  duties  as  teachers  in  some  of  the 
country  schools.  They  travelled  by  railway, 
and,  of  course,  travelled  every  day  when  the 
school  was  open;  but  they  got,  as  far  as  he 
could  learn  from  them,  no  concession  whatever, 
and  his  question  was  put  with  a  view  of  ascer- 
taining from  the  Minister  whether  he  could  not 
'see  his  way  to  grant  teachers  similarly  situated 
to  those  he  referred  to  some  concession  in  the 
sum  charged  for  fares  while  travelling  to  and 
irom  their  homes  to  the  schools  in  which  they 
were  engaged  in  teaching. 

Mr.  OADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
^  there  were  concessions  made  to  pupil- teachers 


under  the  age  of  twenty-one,  but  teachers  over 
that  age  had  no  conoession  beyond  that  given 
to  the  ordinary  public.  Personally,  he  did  not 
see  why  they  should  receive  special  beneflte. 
Pupil-teachers  were  granted  season  tickets  at 
half  the  ordinary  rates,  and  on  Saturdavs 
teachers  attending  training  classes  could  ob- 
tain season  tickets  at  nominal  rates.  The 
question  of  making  concessions  to  school 
teachers  was  not  one  for  the  Railway  Depart- 
ment to  deal  with.  If  it  specially  favoured 
any  particular  section  of  the  community,  there 
would  be  an  outcry.  The  question  of  any  con- 
cession should  be  dealt  with  by  the  Education 
Boards  or  the  Education  Department,  and  pro- 
vided for  out  of  funds  set  apart  for  educational 
purposes.  A  matter  of  this  sort  was  not  one  to 
charge  against  railway  expenditure. 

PROGRESS -PAYMENTS  BY  SETTLERS. 
Mr.  MONK  (Waitemata)  asked  the  Premier, 
If  the  Government  will  introduce  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Land  Act  by  which  those  who  hold 
land  by  lease,  with  the  right  of  purchase,  may 
be  enabled  to  do  so  by  progress-payments,  ex- 
tending over  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  at  the 
option  or  convenience  of  the  buyer?  There 
were  many  settlers  who  had  leased  land  with 
the  right  of  purchase,  but,  as  the  regulations 
were  at  present  framed,  they  were  foroed  when 
buying  to  pay  the  whole  amount  in  one  sum. 
There  were  settlers  saving  up  for  the  purpose 
of  converting  their  leaseholds  into  freeholds, 
and  who  would  like  to  pay  off  the  money  as  they 
accumulated  it,  and,  when  doing  so,  obtain  a 
proportionate  reduction  in  the  amount  of  rent 
they  had  to  pay.  Would  the  Minister  intro- 
duce an  amendment  of  the  Act  for  this  pur- 
pose? 

Mr.  CARROLL  (Colonial  Secretary)  said, 
without  going  into  the  merits  of  the  question 
represented  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  he 
might  inform  him  that  the  Government  did  not 
propose  any  amendment  of  the  Land  Act  this 
sesdon. 

SOUTH  EGMONT  FOREST  RESERVE. 

Mr.  McGUIRE  (Hawera)  asked  the  Acting 
Minister  9f  Lands,  Will  he  plaoe  £1,000  on  the 
public-works  estimates  to  improve  the  track  to 
the  Mountain  House,  known  as  South  Egmont 
Forest  Reserve?  He  wished  to  know  if  the 
Government  would  place  the  amount  he  had 
stated  on  the  estimates,  in  order  to  make 
the  road  to  the  Mountain  House.  This  was 
a  rather  important  road.  The  house  in  ques- 
tion bad  been  erected  there  some  two  or  three 
vears  ago,  and  a  very  large  number  of  tourists 
had  visited  the  plaoe;  hut  the  road  to  it 
was  not  a  very  good  one.  A  deputation  had 
waited  on  the  Government  in  respect  to  it.  He 
understood  that  a  promise  was  made,  but  he 
did.  not  know  exactly  the  amount  promised  to 
be  placed  on  the  estimates.  He  was  told  that 
the  sum  of  £1,000  would  be  sufficient.  Ha, 
therefore,  trusted  the  Government  would  see 
their  way  to  place  that  amount  on  the  esti- 
mates, in  order  to  improve  the  road  to  the 
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MoimtAin  House,  and  by  that  means  enooarage 
the  tourist  traffio,  vblch  was  so  important  to 
the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  GABBOLL  (for  the  Minister  of  La^s) 
said  this  application  for  £1,000  to  improve  the 
track  had  ol aimed  the  earnest  attention  of 
the  Oovemment,  and  would  be  considered  in 
framing  the  estimates  for  the  current  year. 

PUNEHU  BBIDGE. 

Mr.  McGUlBE  (Hawera)  asked  the  Acting 
Minister  of  Lands,  Will  he  place  an  additional 
sum  of  £800  on  ihe  estimates,  to  aid  in  com- 
pleting the  Punehu  Bridge,  on  the  Eltham 
Soad?  Last  year  £500  was  placed  on  the 
estimates  for  this  woik.  Plans  and  specifica- 
tions were  made  out,  but,  on  inspection  of 
them,  the  Government  engineer  found  that 
the  money  was  not  sufficient.  Therefore, 
fresh  plans  and  specifications  were  made, 
which  amounted  to  an  extra  sum  of  £900. 
The  work  has  been  suspended  for  the  past 
twelve  months,  in  consequence  of  there  not 
being  sufficient  money  voted,  and  he  now 
askea  the  Government  to  place  that  sum  on 
the  estimates  this  year,  as  the  bridge  in  ques- 
tion was  most  important  to  the  settlers  be- 
tween Eltham,  Stratford,  and  Opunake. 

Mr.  OARBOLL  (for  the  Minister  of  Lands) 
said  the  application  for  £800  additional  for  the 
bridge  would  be  considered  in  preparing  the 
estimates  for  the  year. 

BABBIT.PBOOP  WIKENETTING  ACT. 

Mr.  HOGG  (Masterton)  asked  the  Acting 
Minister  of  Lands,  Whether  advantage  has 
been  taken  of  the  Babbit-proof  Wire-netting 
Act,  and,  if  not,  will  he  endeavour  to  so 
smend  the  Act  as  to  make  it  operative? 
In  the  district  he  represented,  while  there 
was  a  general  desire  on  the  part  of  a  con- 
siderable number  of  the  settlers  that  they 
should  receive  the  assistance  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  suppressing  the  rabbit  nuisance,  he 
was  not  aware  of  any  instance  in  which  the 
Act  of  last  year  had  been  availed  of,  and  he 
would  like  to  know  whether  any  use  had  been 
made  of  the  Act  in  any  part  of  the  colony. 
The  Act  had  not  given  satisfaction,  he  under- 
stood, because  it  required  settlers  to  combine 
and  co-operate,  and  there  was  no  provision  for 
enabling  settlers  who  might  combine  protect- 
ing; themselves  against,  perhaps,  one  who 
might  be  negligent.  The  fault  found  with  the 
Act  from  its  inception  was  that  it  made  no 
provision  for  divisional  fences.  It  was  a  very 
difficult  matter  to  find  any  half-dozen  settlers 
who  were  all  equallv  determined  to  combat  the 
nuisance.  What  the  settlers  really  required 
was  the  assistance  of  the  Government  to  get 
rid  of  the  nuisance,  and  protect  themselves 
affainst  one  another.  He  would  like  to  know 
wnether  the  Act  had  been  found  operative,  or 
Utterly  unworkable  and  a  dead-letter. 

Mr.  GABBOLL  (for  the  Minister  of  Lands) 
said,  from  what  the  Government  could  learn, 
very  little  advantage  had  been  taken  of  the 
Act.  The  Government  did  not  consider  it  ad- 
visable to  amend  the  Act  this  year. 
Mr.  MeOuire 


LOWEB  HUTT-WBLLINGTON  ADDI- 
TIONAL  TBAIN. 

Mr.  FISHER  (WeUington  Gify)  asked  tiir 
Minister  for  Bailwa^^s,  Whether  he  can  see  his 
way  to  put  on  an  additional  train  from  the 
Lower  Hutt  and  Petone  to  Wellington  oo 
Saturdays,  for  the  accommodation  of  workmsB 
and  others  to  whom  the  present  train-anaoge- 
ments  are  inconvenient  and  unsatisfaetory? 
He  had  had  many  conversations  with  the 
Minister  for  Bailways  in  reference  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  had  had  the  honour  to  present  him 
with  a  petition  signed  by  a  hundred  and  sizty 
persons  who  were  interested  in  the  trsin- 
arrangements  between  the  Lower  Hutt  aod 
Petone  and  Wellington  on  Saturdays,  askxng 
that  this  alteration  might  be  made.  From 
what  the  Minister  had  told  him,  the  questkn 
appeared  to  have  narrowed  itself  down  to 
this:  that,  by  an  alteration  of  the  tims 
of  the  present  one  o'clock  goods -train  to 
twelve  o'clock,  it  might  be  possible  to  eom- 
ply  with  the  wishes  of  the  petitioners.  From 
the  pressing  representations  made  to  him  he 
was  sure  the  alteration  would  prove  a  great 
boon  to  those  who  had  made  the  request.  la 
addition  to  the  railway  hands,  it  would  be  a 
great  benefit  to  a  large  number  of  workmen  at 
the  Gear  Gompany's  works,  and  at  the  feU- 
mongery  works  at  Ngabauranga;  and  then 
were  a  number  of  people  from  the  Lower  Hutt 
who  would  be  greatly  convenienoed  by  the 
alteration  of  the  goods  train  from  one  o'eloek 
to  twelve  o'clock.  The  effect  of  the  prssent 
arrangement  was  this :  that  the  workmen 
knocked  off  work  at  twelve,  and,  as  the  tcab 
did  not  come  along  till  twenty  minutes  to  two 
o'clock*  it  meant  that  these  men  had  to  wait 
about  for  nearly  two  hours,,  at  great  incon- 
venience to  themselves  and  their  households. 
He  earnestly  hoped  the  honourable  gentlemsa 
would  see  his  way  to  make  the  change,  whieh 
would  bring  him  the  thanks  of  a  oonsideraUe 
number  of  people. 

Mr.  GADMAN  said,  on  looking  into  the  ques- 
tion, it  virtually  meant  running  another  train 
for  nothing.  It  wou^d  be  seen  from  the  time- 
table that  there  were  twelve  or  thirteen  trains 
running  daily  to  the  Lower  Hutt  from  the  city; 
and,  so  Ibx  as  the  workmen  were  ooncened, 
the  time-table  seemed  satisfactory  every  day  in 
the  week  but  Saturday.  On  Saturday  a  goods- 
train  passed  Lower  Hutt  and  Petone  about  cos 
o'clock,  and  a  carriage  was  attached  to  this 
train  in  order  to  carry  the  workmen  mentioned 
by  the  honourable  gentleman.  He  oould  not» 
however,  see  his  way  to  run  a  special  fcon 
Wellington  Rimply  to  prevent  the  delay  whioh 
occurred  to  these  people,  but  he  would  endsa» 
vour  to  see  if  any  alteration  could  be  made  m 
the  time  of  the  goods- train  to  meet  the  easa 
It  would,  at  the  same  time,  be  neoeswy  t» 
consider  how  an  alteration  would  affect  the 
business  of  people  living  further  up  the  line^ 
and  it  would  take  some  little  time  to  do  this. 

Mr.  FISHEB  asked  to  be  allowed  to  add  to 
his  former  remarks  that,  in  addition  to  the  one 
hundred  and  sizty  names  he  mentioned  on  the 
petition,  there  were  fully  two  hundred  and  fif^ 
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ptople  in  all  who  would  be  beneficially  affected 
Igr  the  altecaiion. 

BUNEDIN-MOSGIEL  DOUBLE  LINE. 

Mr.  CABNCBOSS  (Taieri)  aaJ^ed  the  Minister 
lorBailways,  Whether  the  Railway  Department 
ffBOOgnises  the  urgent  neoeseity  that  exists  for  a 
^kmble  line  of  railway  between  Dnnedin  and 
l&Nigiel,  and  if  the  work  is  likely  to  be  com- 
menced within  a  reasonable  time  7 

Mr.  OADMAK  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
IB  his  opinion  a  double  line  would  soon  be 
oxgpntly  required.  The  question  of  having  a 
doable  line  from  all  the  principal  centres  had 
been  agitated  for  some  time,  and  Wellington- 
Pfttone,  Auckland-Penrose,  and  Dunedin-Saw- 
yeis'  Bay  were  all  lines  that  required  doubling. 
In  this  particular  instance  the  line  from  Mosgiel 
to  Dnnedin  was  constructed  in  such  a  way  over 
tteep  gradients  that  the  ordinary  up-country 
tcafic  had  to  be  stopped  at  Mosgiel  and  taken 
•cm  to  Dunedin  piecemeal.  It  took  an  engine 
which  brought  a  load  from  up-country  to  Mosgiel 
easily  two  trips  to  take  the  same  number  of 
wagons  to  Dunedin ;  and,  as  this  line  was  now 
sometimes  working  eighteen  or  twenty  hours  a 
day,  it  was  only  a  question  of  time  when  they 
would  not  be  able  to  carry  the  traffic  through. 
If  the  line  were  doubled,  and  the  new  loop 
made  fairly  leve),  these  heavy  loads,  instead  of 
l>eing  stopped  at  Mosgiel,  could  be  run  right 
tM>ugh  to  Dunedin  by  one  engine.  To  double 
this  line  meant  a  fairly  heavy  expenditure, 
and  it  would  be  for  the  House  later  on  to  say 
whether  they  were  prepared  to  find  the  funds, 
aot  only  for  this  work  but  for  others  which 
were  becoming  necessary  on  account  of  the 
^Mt-growing  traffic. 

NOXIOUS  WEEDS  BILL. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Taranaki)  asked  the  Premier, 
If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Qovemment  to 
introduce  a  Noxious  Weeds  Bill  this  session  7 

Mr.  CARROLL  (for  the  Minister  of  Lands) 
-said,  Yes ;  it  was  very  desirable  to  pass  such  a 
Bill  into  law  if  possible.  He  knew  on  the  East 
■Coast  there  were  districts  where  the  settlers 
suffered  considerably  through  the  spread  of  the 
blackberry.  In  the  Wairoa  district,  parti- 
cularly, it  threatened  to  ruin  the  landholders 
and  settlers.    It  was  a  very  desirable  Bill. 

POLLING-BOOTH  AT  BERWICK. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  (Bruce)  asked  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  If  he  will  arrange  to  have  a  polling- 
booth  at  Berwick,  in  the  Bruce  electorate  7 

Mr.  CARROLL  (Colonial  Secretary)  said 
there  was  already  a  polling-booth  there. 

RAILWAY  POLICE. 
Mr.  FISHER  (Wellington  City)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Railways,  Whether  ne  has  con- 
-lidered  the  advisableness  of  appointing  railway 
^lice  for  the  protection  of  the  property  of  the 
<k)ivemment  and  of  passengers  who  travel  on 
the  Oovemment  lines  ?  He  asked  this  ques- 
iion  in  consequence  of  representations  made 
to  him  as  lo  the  necessity  for  the  appointment 
^  polioe  offioen,  or  detectives,  for  the  protec- 


tion of  property  carried  on  the  railways.  As  to 
whether  the  appointment  of  such  officers  was 
necessary  or  not,  he  expressed  no  opinion.  He 
deferred  on  that  point  to  the  greater  knowledge 
of  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  railways.  He 
had  observed,  in  reading  his  English  files,  that 
all  the  railway  companies  in  England  em- 
ployed a  force  of  police  and  detectives  for  the 
protection  of  the  property  of  passengers  and  of 
the  companies  themselves  ;  and  he  had  known 
of  instances  himself  of  the  pilfering  of  stores — 
he  need  not  say  by  whom —and  in  one  case  a 

frosecutlon  was  instituted  in  the  Wellington 
^olioe  Court,  which  resulted,  not  in  a  convic- 
tion it  is  true,  but  it  showed  that  there  was  in 
existence  at  that  time  a  system  of  pilfering 
Government  stores.  He  had  known  of  port- 
manteaux and  other  articles  belonging  to  pas- 
sengers suddenly  disappearing  at  the  end  of  the 
journey,  and  nothing  more  was  ever  heard  of 
them. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
this  matter  was  considered  some  time  ago,  and 
the  Government  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  not  advisable  to  deal  with  the 
matter  at  present.  Considering  the  amount 
of  business  done  by  the  railways,  the  losses  of 
the  kind  mentioned  by  the  honourable  member 
had,  so  far,  been  very  trifling.  All  the  travel- 
ling Inspectors  at  Auckland,  Wanganui,  Wel- 
lington, Christchurob,  and  Dunedin  were  being 
sworn  as  special  constables  in  case  they  might 
be  required  on  any  occasion.  The  trouble 
about  dealing  with  this  question  was  one  of 
expense.  To  go  as  far  as  might  be  wished,  and 
to  institute  a  proper  system,  would  probably 
mean  an  expenditure  equal  to  about  double  the 
amount  of  the  loss  at  present,  owing  mainly 
to  the  disjointed  nature  of  our  railway  system. 
The  Government  therefore  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  not  at  present  advisable  to 
do  anything  In  the  matter. 

BEST-KEPT  FARM  OR  HOMESTEAD. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  (Qeraldine)  asked  the  Acting 
Minister  of  Lands,  If  he  will  recommend  the 
Government  to  offer  a  speoial  annual  prize  to  be 
awarded  to  the  best-kept  farm  or  homestead 
in  each  settlement  under  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Act?  He  thought,  if  the  Government 
looked  at  this  matter  from  a  practical  stand- 
point, it  would  be  seen  that  this  was  not  only  in 
the  interests  of  the  settlers  but  also  in  the  inte- 
rests of  the  Crown.  It  would  give  farmers 
an  incentive  to  keep  their  farms  in  thorough 
good  order.  There  would  be  the  competition 
amongst  them,  and  they  would  have  the  lands 
kept  in  a  proper  manner,  and  there  would  pro- 
bably be  better  returns  from  the  Crown  tenants 
than  was  the  case  at  present.  If  the  Govern- 
ment could  see  their  way  to  offer  a  prise  of  even, 
say,  £10  for  each  setUement,  he  felt  sure  it 
would  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  it 
would  probably  benefit  the  colony  in  many 
ways  which  were  perhaps  not  apparent  at  first 
sight. 

Mr.  CARROLL  (for  the  Minister  of  Lands) 
said  the  Government  did  not  say  this  request 
was  an  unreasonable  one,  and  they  had  given 
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due  oonsideration  to  it,  but  found  it  a  very  diffi- 
oult  xoatter  to  arraDge.  If  a  prise  were  to  be 
offered  at  all,  however,  he  thought  it  would  be 
better  to  award  it  through  the  agrioultural 
ftooieties 

Mr.  FLATMAN.— Will  the  Goyemment  find 
the  money  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL  said  that  matter  would  re- 
oeive  oonsideration. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Lyttelton)  asked  the  Minister 
of  Lands,  Is  it  true— (1)  That  after  the  general 
elections  in  1890,  and  before  the  meeting  of 
Parliament  in  1891,  the  then  Governor  of  the 
oolony  signed  a  warrant  for  the  sale  of  certain 
Grown  lands  purporting  to  be  within  tbe  Mid- 
Umd  Railway  agreement;  (2)  that  provisional 
lieenses  were  signed  by  tbe  Surveyor-General 
authorising  the  Distriot  Land  Registrar  of  Can- 
terbury to  register  transfers  of  sales  of  such 
lands;  (3)  that  the  trustees  of  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  sold  sucb  lands  and  received 
payment  therefor ;  (4)  that  in  1896  certificates 
of  title  were  issaed  by  Government  officials 
correcting  provisional  licenses  issued  in  1890, 
and  forbidding  the  issue  of  certificates  of  title 
of  certain  sections  sold  by  anthotity  of  the 
Governor's  warrant  in  1890?  And  what 
immediate  relief  will  the  Government  afford 
to  tbe  equitable  owners  of  those  sections  who 
cannot  get  certificates  of  title?  In  order  to 
further  elucidate  this  question,  he  would 
just  read  a  letter  from  the  Acting  Minister 
of  Lands  on  the  subject.  In  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  a  letter  of  his  (Mr.  Joyce's) 
on  the  8th  June,  the  Minister  said  : — 

*'  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  8th  ultimo  in  further  refer- 
ence to  the  issue  of  a  title  to  Sections  56 
and  57,  Block  50,  sold  by  the  Midland  Railway 

Company  trustees  to .    I  regret  that  the 

opinion  of  the  Crown  Law  Officers  is,  that  these 
lots  can  only  be  selected  when  the  company 
has  exhausted  the  areas  specified  in  the 
B.  1  map  attached  to  the  contract." 

He  assumed  the  Minister  had  a  departmental 
answer  to  give  him,  but  ho  would  like  to  im- 
press upon  him  that  the  honour  of  the  late 
(Governor,  also  that  of  the  ex-Minister  of  Lands, 
the  Surveyor-General,  and  other  officials,  was 
involved  in  the  suggestions  contained  in  his 
question.  Now,  what  were  the  facts  ?  That 
.in  1890  the  then  Governor  of  the  colony  signed 
a  warrant,  by  request  of  his  responsible  adviser, 
for  the  sale  of  certain  Crown  lands;  and  the 
Surveyor-General  signed  a  provisional  license 
to  the  District  Land  Registrar  of  Canterbury, 
whereby  the  land  should  be  transferred  under 
the  Land  Transfer  A.ct,  and  the  land  was  then 

Bold  to .    The  purchase-money  was  paid 

and  mortgages  given,  and  duly  registered  in 
the  Land  Transfer  Office ;  but,  for  some  un- 
accountable reason,  in  1896  the  present  Minis- 
ter of  Lands,  who  was  now  out  of  the  colony » 
cancelled  the  certificate  of  title,  and  conse- 
quently the  person  who  bought  the  land  in 
1890  was  now  deprived  of  a  title,  and  he  had 
no  means  of  getting  the  land  he  then  bought.  I 
Mr,  Carroll 


He  submitted  that  the  Government  shoald 
do  something  to  make  the  title  good.  He 
hoped,  if  there  was  any  difficulty  in  tlie 
Colonial  Secretary  answering  this  quegtiM 
satisfactorily,  the  Minister  would  allow  the 
matter  to  stand  over  until  the  Acting  Minister 
of  Lands  was  present. 

Mr.  CARROLL  (for  the  Minister  of  Laadfl| 
thought,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  pat 
the  case  somewhat  elaborately,  it  was  jost  ii 
well  he  should  hear  the  departmental  reply, 
and  he  could  take  further  steps  afterwards  if 
he  thought  desirable.  The  reply  was  as  iid^ 
lows : — 

"  The  reply  to  question  No.  1  is  that  a  pro- 
visional title  was  issued  to  the  trustees  of  tiie 
company  on  the  24th  November,  1890,  whieh 
included,  amongst  others,  Lots  56  and  57,  then 
known  as  Rural  Sections  »7049  and  S7050. 
The  genial  election  does  not  appear  to  hav» 
had  anything  to  do  with  it.  The  second  questioa 
is  answerod  by  tbe  roply  to  the  first.  (3.)  The 
trustees  of  the  Midland  Railway  Company  have 
stated  that  they  sold  some  of  the  lands  included 
in  the  warrant.  (4.)  A  Land  Transfer  title  wti 
issued  in  accordance  with  a  warrant  dated  Ike 
11th  August,  1896,  for  lands  included  in  the  pro- 
visional title,  but  it  excluded  lands  which  were 
erroneously  included  in  the  provisional  title, 
and  which  cannot  at  present  be  granted  because 
they  were  not  shown  on  the  B.  1  map  of  the 
Midland  Railway  contract.  No  immediate  re- 
lief can  be  given  to  the  allied  equitable  owner 
of  Rural  Sections  87049  and  87050,  Lots  56  sad 
57,  Midland  Railway  Company's  selection  map. 
They  can  only  be  granted  to  the  oompaoy 
when  the  company  has  selected  tbe  whole  <s 
the  other  lands,  shown  on  B.  1  map  as  to  bo 
first  selected." 

That  was  the  departmental  answer  to  the 
honourable  gentleman's  question. 

"  TARARUA  "  ACRE. 

g  ^        Mr.    McNAB  (Mataura)  asked  the 

^'^^*  Government,  What  arrangements,  if 
any,  have  been  made  for  the  future  proteetica 
and  care  of  the  **  Tararua  "  Acre,  Waipapapa, 
Southland  ? 

Mr.  CARROLL  (for  the  Minister  of  Landi> 
said  the  departmental  reply  was  as  follows  :— 

**  A  sum  of  £20  was  voted  last  year,  and  As 
cemetery  was  put  in  order.  As  the  oemeteiy 
is  under  the  control  of  the  Southland  County 
Council,  that  body  was  asked  to  provide  for 
the  small  annual  expenditure  required  for 
keeping  it  in  good  condition.  The  Council  re- 
plied that  it  would  accept  the  sum  of  £50  and 
place  it  to  a  special  account  for  tbe  purpose, 
relieving  the  Government  from  further  respon- 
sibility. The  Council  was  informed  that  the 
matter  would  be  considered  when  the  estimatss 
for  this  year  wero  being  considered." 

NAPIER-WAIROA  ROAD. 
Mr.  McLEAN  (Napier)  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Why  the  oonstruotion  of  the  Napier- 
Wairoa  Road  has  not  been  proceeded  with  more 
rapidly,  and  when  it  is  contemplated  that  this 
road  will  be  completed  ? 
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lb.  OABBOIiL  (for  the  Minister  of  Lands)  ] 
nid  the  Napier-Waiioa  Road  waa  being  con- 
•trooted  quite  as  rapidly  as  the  funds  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Ck>vemment  justified.  There 
were  at  present  over  seventy  men  employed  on 
it.  The  eipenditure  last  year  on  this  road  was 
£5,576,  although  only  £5,000  was  voted,  and 
the  expenditure  this  year,  sinoe  the  Ist  April, 
had  been  £679. 

NATIVE  GBOUND  BIRDS  PBBSBB- 
VATIOl?. 

Mr.  O'RBOAN  (Buller)  asked  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  If  it  is  intended  to  reintroduoe  the 
Animals  Protection  Bill  this  session  ;  and,  if  it 
sboald  be  found  impossible  to  proceed  with  the 
measure  this  session,  will  the  Government 
introduce  an  amending  Bill  prohibiting  the 
deportation  of  stoats,  weasels,  and  other  vermin 
to  Stewart  Island,  and  other  islands  off  the 
New  Zealand  mainland,  with  a  view  to  pre- 
serving the  Native  ground  birds  on  these 
islands  ?  The  reason  he  had  placed  this  ques- 
tion on  the  Order  Paper  was  that  Native 
ground-birds  were  being  rapidly  exterminated 
through  the  depredations  of  stoats,  weasels, 
and  other  vermin.  Last  session  a  measure  was 
introduced  embodying  the  provision  suggested 
in  his  question,  but  that  measure  was  not 
vaased.  He  would  like,  therefore,  to  ask  the 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  if  it  waspossible 
to  pass  such  legislation  this  session?  He  could 
sssuro  the  honourable  gentleman  that,  if  the 
native  ground  birds— and  for  that  matter  some 
of  the  flying  birds— were  to  be  saved  from  utter 
extermination,  theGovemmentmust  take  mea- 
sures to  protect  them. 

Mr.  OARBOLL  (Colonial  Secretary)  might 
tell  the  honouiable  gentleman  that  he  gave 
notice  that  afternoon  of  his  intention  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to-morrow  dealing  with  the  ques- 
tion. He  was  quite  in  sympathy  with  the 
honourable  gentleman's  question,  and,  further- 
thore,  he  communicated  with  the  Stock  De- 
partment, and  they  quite  agreed  with  it  also ; 
he  would  have  a  clause  framed  to  meet  the 
case,  and  have  it  inserted  in  the  Bill. 

NOBTH  ISLAND  MAIN  TBUNK  BAIL- 
WAY. 

Mr.  CBOWTHEB  (Auckland  City)  asked 
the  Minietar  for  Public  Works,  If  the  Public 
Works  Department  are  doing  anything  towards 
the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  Wanganui 
Biver,  on  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Bail- 
way,  so  aa  to  enable  ballasting  to  closely  follow 
formation  and  other  works,  without  having  to 
wait  two  or  three  or  more  years  for  a  bndge 
over  the  said  river  ? 

Mr.  OARBOLL  {for  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said,  possibly  the  honourable  gentleman 
fears  some  delay  may  arise  in  thj9  erection  of 
this  bridge.  The  Wanganui  bridge  would,  how- 
ever, be  a  much  more  ordinary  structure  than 
(he  Makohine  Viaduct,  and  would,  consequently, 
not  take  so  long  to  erect.  The  survey  to  this 
point  had  only  recently  been  completed,  and 
the  plans  had  not  yet  reached  Wellington.  The 
enginaer,  however,  had  been  asked  to  give  the 


matter  of  designinff  the  bridge  his  attention*  as 
early  as  possible  after  receipt  of  plans. 

HOLDEBS  OF  SMALL  ABBAS. 

Mr.  O'MEABA  (Pahiatua)  asked  the  Minis< 
ter  of  Lands,  If  he  will  at  once  introduce  an 
amendment  to  the  Land  Act  to  enable  holders 
of  small  areas  to  increase  the  area  of  their 
holdings,  village  sections,  by  acquiring  adjacent 
sections  ?  He  thought  the  Minister  understood 
perfectly  well  now  that,  so  far  as  these  selections 
were  concerned,  they  were  too  small  to  permit 
the  holders  to  do  any  good  on  them.  Unfor- 
tunately, many  holders  in  his  district  were 
compelled  now  to  go  outside  the  district  altc^- 
gether  to  look  for  employment,  and,  if  they 
left  their  holdings  for  any  length  of  time,  the 
Land  Board  immediately  stepped  in  and  told 
them,  "  If  70U  do  not  live  continuously  on 
your  holdings,  they  will  be  cancelled."  Well, 
he  said  that,  under  these  circumstances,  it  was 
only  fair  to  these  village  selectors  to  enable  one 
man  to  acquire  another's  holding,  and  by  that 
means  to  enable  the  settler  to  live  on  the  land 
and  do  some  good  for  himself ;  and  this  could 
only  be  done  by  allowing  one  lessee  to  acquire 
his  neighbour's  holding,  and  to  do  that  without 
any  trouble  and  vexatious  delays. 

Mr.  CABBOLL  (for  the  Minister  of  Lands) 
said  the  departmental  reply  was  as  follows : — 

"  Section  18  of  '  The  Land  Act  Amendment 
Act,  1895,'  authorised  the  Land  Board  and  the 
Minister  to  allow  any  village  settlement 
selector  who  has  less  than  the  maximum  area 
prescribed  in  the  Act  for  village  allotments  or 
village  homestead  allotments — namely,  100 
acres — to  grant,  without  competition,  an  ad- 
ditional area  of  similar  land  adjoining  the 
holding,  up  to,  but  not  exceeding,  the  pre- 
scribed maximum.  Apparently,  therefore,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  amend  the  Land  Act  to  effect 
the  purpose  desired  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber. The  114th  section  of  the  Act  of  1892 
also  gives  a  right  to  any  selector  of  less  than 
640  acres,  under  Part  III.  of  that  Act,  US 
apply  for  an  additional  area,  and  the  Land 
Board  is  authorised  to  dispose  of  it  to  him 
without  competition,  if  it  is  contiguous  or  only 
separated  by  a  road  or  stream  from  his  present 
holding." 

That,  he  might  inform  the  honourable 
gentleman,  was  as  far  as  the  department  could 

go- 
Mr.  O'MEABA  said  he  was  very  thankful 

for  the  explanation  just  given ;  but  he  would 

like  to  ask  the  Minister  to  go  a  little  further, 

and  transmit  a  copy  of  that  clause  to  the  Land 

Board  of  the  district,  so  that   it   might   act 

more  expeditiously  and  frequently  than  it  did  at 

present. 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  ACT. 
Mr.  O'BEGAN  (Buller)  asked  the  Premier. 
If  legislation  will  be  introduced  this  session 
amending  the  Old-age  Pensions  Act  in  the 
direction  of  making  persons,  who  are  in  other 
respects  qualified,  eligible  whether  naturalised 
or  not?  He  said  numerous  cases  had  been 
brought  under  his  notice  of  hardship  to  deserving 
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eolonistfl  through  this  provision  of  the  Old-age 
Pttnsiona  Act^  that  persons  most  be  naturalised 
for  five  years  before  beiog  eligible.  The  latest 
case  was  a  constitaent  of  his,  a  most  respect- 
able man,  over  eighty  years  of  age,  bnt  an 
American  citizen.  He  thought  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  taking  a  step  in  the  rifbt 
direction  if  they  adopted  his  suggestion.  Be 
had  much  pleasure  in  asking  the  question* 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said, 
Tea;  it  was  intended  to  bring  in  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Old-age  Pensions  Act  this  session 
dealing  with  several  matters,  and  the  question 
was  still  under  consideration  as  to  what  con- 
ditions would  go  in  the  Bill. 

BUSH-FIRING. 

Mr.  O'MEARA  (Pahiatua)  asked  the  Go- 
vernment, If  they  will  at  onoe  se^  up  a  Com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  question  of  regu- 
lating the  firing  of  fallen  bush  and  rubbish  in 
bush  districts,  as  promised  by  the  Minister  of 
Lands  last  session  ?  He  put  this  question  on 
the  Order  Paper  last  session,  and  the  Minister 
of  Lands  (Hon.  Mr.  J.  McEenzie)  gave  him  a 
very  favourable  answer  at  the  time.  He  stated 
that  a  Commission  of  gentlemen  would  be 
appointed— he  thought  the  Minister  named 
them — ^to  inquire  in  the  various  localities  he 
suggested,  so  as  to  obtain  information  in  re- 
spect to  burning  fallen  bush.  He  now  asked 
the  Government  to  carry  out  the  promise  made 
to  him  by  the  Minister  of  Lands  last  session. 

Mr.  CARROLL  (for  the  Minister  of  Lands) 
said  that  promise  had  not  yet  been  oonsiderea 
by  Ministers  this  session,  and  no  conclusion 
had  been  arrived  at.  A  Commission  could  be 
set  up,  but  considerable  time  would  be  occu- 
pied in  taking  evidence,  not  only  in  the  dis- 
tricts the  honourable  gentleman  suggested, 
but  in  the  whole  of  the  North  Island.  He 
would  refer  this  question  to  his  colleague,  and 
he  would  consider  the  promise  made  by  the 
Minister  of  Lands  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
last  session. 

ORPHANAGES  AND  INDUSTRIAL 
SCHOOLS. 
Mr.  ROLLESTON  (Riccarton)  asked  the 
Government,  Whether  they  intend  to  make  any 
proposals  for  the  classification  and  separation 
of  the  sexes  of  the  inmates  of  the  orpnanages 
and  industrial  schools  of  the  colony ;  and 
whether  they  have  given  any  reply  to  the  repre- 
sentations which  have  been  made  to  them  on 
the  subject  in  the  Province  of  Canterbury  ?  He 
had  put  this  question  on  the  Order  Paper 
because  the  House  was  aware  that  there  had 
been  a  good  deal  of  agitation  in  the  South  with 
regard  to  events  that  took  place  in  the  Bum- 
ham  Orphanage,  and  it  was  desired  by  a  very 
large  section  of  the  public  that  they  should 
receive  some  assurance  from  the  Government 
that  they  would  take  this  question  into  con- 
sideration, with  a  view  to  classifying  the  in- 
mates of  orphanages,  and  prevent  the  mixing 
of  the  criminal  classes  with  those  who  had  no 
taint  of  criminality  upon  them.  He  had  put 
this  question  on  the  Order  Paper  because  they 
Mr.  O'Bsgan 


had  no  real  evidenoe  as  regards  the  wn^  of  ths 
department.  They  had  no  report  from  Ihs 
Education  Department,  and  it  seemed  as  if 
they  would  probably  find  thenuelves  in  ths 
same  position  they  had  been  in  before,  of 
getting  through  a  large  portion  of  the  seaacn 
before  they  were  in  a  position  to  deal  with  an 
important  question  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  CARROLL  (Colonial  Secretary)  said  the 
question  was  a  very  important  one,  and  he  had 
not  the  fullest  information  to  enable  him  to  do 
justice  to  the  matter  in  answering  the  ques- 
tion. But  he  could  assure  the  honouraUs 
gentleman  that  the  Government  intended  to 
take  some  steps  in  the  direction  indicated 
by  the  question.  It  was  true  there  was  not 
all  the  information  on  the  subject  before  the 
House «at  the  present  time  that  one  would 
desire,  but  he  might  say  that  during  tkii 
session  facilities  would  be  given  to  the  hoooDr- 
able  gentleman  for  getting  every  informatioD 
supplied  to  him,  and  the  definite  intention  of 
the  Government  would,  no  doubt,  be  announeed 
later  on. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  if  any  reply  had 
been  given  to  the  representations? 

Mr.  CARROLL  said.  Yes ;  that  the  matter 
was  under  consideration. 

SOUTHLAND  POLICE  DISTRIOT. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  (WaUace)  asked  tfas 
Minister  of  Justice,  If  tne  Government  will 
take  steps  to  create  Southland  a  separate  polios 
district,  and  place  it  under  the  charge  of  a  Sub- 
Inspector?  He  might  state  that  there  was 
widespread  dissatisfaction  throughout  South- 
land vrith  regard  to  this  matter.  Not-  only  ths 
Inspector  but  the  Sub- Inspector  for  the  Otigo 
and  Southland  District  are  stationed  in  Dim* 
edin.  The  people  in  Southland  oonaidered  that 
the  time  had  come  when,  in  the  interests  of 
good  order  and  the  prevention  and  deteotion  of 
crime.  Southland  should  be  created  a  sepazafes 
police  district  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  Sab> 
Inspector.  Now,  under  the  regulations,  seeSng 
that  the  colony  had  six  Inspectors  and  six  Sub- 
Inspectors,  they  oonsiderea  that,  without  any 
inconvenience  to  the  department,  SonUiland 
should  be  created  a  separate  police  distnct. 
Seeing  that  sittings  of  the  Supreme  Court  wen 
held  at  Inyeroargill,  and  Uiat  in  the  oomttiy 
districts  especially  it  was  a  aeriooa  incon- 
venience for  policemen  to  have  to  wire  to  Dun- 
edin  for  their  instructions,  he  hoped  the  depart- 
ment would  favourably  consider  the  reqoesk 
This  matter  affected  the  country  districts  ss 
well  as  the  Town  of  Invercargill,  and  he  hoped 
the  Government  would  create  Southland  a 
separate  police  district. 

Mr.  CARROLL  (for  the  Minister  of  Justice) 
said  he  regretted  he  could  not  give  the  favour- 
able answer  the  honourable  gentleman  antioi- 
pated.  The  ^department  said  there  was  no 
reason  to  believe  that  the  present  arrange 
men!  did  not  give  general  satisfaction.  To 
create  a  new  district,  as  proposed,  would  entail 
an  additional  approximate  annual  cost  of  £500, 
and  at  present  ciroumstanoes  did  not  appear 
to  warrant  that  expenditure* 
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WELLINGTON   HEADS  LEADING- 
LIGHTS. 

Kr.  JOYOE  (Lyttelton)  acikecl  the  Minister 
«f  ICarioe,  What  progress  has  been  made  sinoe 
last  year  in  fulfilling  the  promised  improTsd 
leading-lights  for  vessels  entering  Wellmgton 
Heads? 

Mr.  CARROLL  (for  the  Minister  of  Marine) 
•aid  the  only  promise  which  was  made  was 
that  the  light  on  Somes  Island  would  be 
strengthened.  The  lantern  and  apparatus 
were  now  here,  and  the  plans  for  the  tower 
were  ready.  The  work  of  erection'  could  be 
proceeded  with  at  once. 

PORPBITURES  FOR  NON-PAITMENT  OP 

RENT 
Mr.  O'MEARA  (Pahiatua)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands,  If  he  will   mstruot  the  Land 
Board  to  avoid  forfeitures,  if  possible,  for  non- 
payment of  rents  in  all  cases  where  there  is 
resson  to  believe  that  the  lessee  will  make  a 
hom&  fide  settler,  and  is  simply  suffering  from 
want  of  remunerative  work  or  poverty?    In 
asking  the  question,  he  would  state  that  in  his 
own  district  there  were  many  band  fide  settlers 
who  had  been  induced  to  take  up  the  land,  in  the 
first  instance,  by  the  Government  of  the  day, 
and  many  of  them  were  men  of  very  smsdl 
means.    They  had  very  little  chance,  or  very 
few  opportunities,  of  getting  employment,  un- 
less the  employment  viete  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  in  the  way  of  road-making, 
4tceUra.    The  notices  generally  issued  by  the 
Land  Board  at  the  present  time  were   of  a 
veiy  threatening  character  indeed — to  a  back- 
blook   settler   unaccustomed   to   such    docu- 
mentSy    so    much    so    that    the   settler  who 
did  not  understand  the  character  of  the  noti- 
fieation    he    received    became   down-heeurted, 
and  the  result  was  that  he  immediately  for- 
feited his  section.    He  understood  the  object 
d  the  Board  was  to  collect  in  as  much  rent 
as  possible  within  a  given  time  by  these  in- 
timidating notifications.    A  few  years  ago  the 
Land  Bourds,  in  collecting  their  rents,  were 
not  BO  arbitrary  as  they  are  now ;  but,  if  the 
settler  at  the  present  time  failed  to  answer  the 
ooRespondence  of  the  Commissioner  of  Crown 
Lands,  he  was  immediately  threatened  with 
the  forfeiture  of  his  section.    He  hoped  the 
Government  would  do  something  to  stop  this. 
If  they  did  not,  it  would  be  the  means  of 
driving  many  poor  but  industrious  men,  who 
had  determined  to  make  a  home  for  them- 
selves in  the  back-blocks  of  the  country,  to 
lorfeit  their  sections  altogether. 

Mr.  CARROLL  (for  the  Minister  of  Lands) 
said  the  Commissioner  of  Orown  Lands  had 
already  received  instructions  to  place  all  the 
facts  before  the  Land  Board  when  dealing  with 
propoeals  to  forfeit,  and  every  case  of  proposed 
lorfeitnre  for  non-payment  of  rent  was  con. 
sidered-on  its  merits.  In  a  few  instances  the 
Housey  when  asked,  had  voted  money  to  pay 
the  rent  of  families  who  were  unable  to  do  so, 
and  to  assist  them  over  a  temporary  necessity. 
Of  coarse,  he  did  not  pretend  to  know  the  dis- 
j^ition  of  the  Boards,  but  they  certainly  had 


instructions  not  to  deal  with  these  oases  in  m 
harsh  or  hard-hearted  way,  but  to  take  them  on 
their  individual  merits,  and  to  mete  out  such 
justice  as  circumstances  warranted.     ^ 

Mr.  O'MEARA  would  ask  the  Minister  to 
obtain  copies  of  the  three  notices  which  were 
sent  out  by  the  Land  Board.  The  rent  was  in 
all  cases  demanded  six  months  in  advance,  and 
he  thought  it  very  unfair  that  settlers  should 
be  asked  to  pay  six  months'  rent  in  advance 
when  they  bad  not  the  use  of  the  land. 

An  Hon.  Mbicbeb. — That  is  the  law. 

Mr.  O'MEARA  said,  Then  it  was  not  equity, 
and  required  altering. 

WAIPARA-CHEVIOT  RAILWAY   EXTEN- 

•  SIGN. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  asked  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  What  progreRS  has  been  made 
during  the  recess  with  the  survey  of  the  pro- 
posed line  of  railway  extension  from  the 
Waipara  to  Cheviot,  as  promised  by  the 
Government  in  answer  to  hia  question  last  ses- 
sion, on  page  894,  Hansard,  Vol.  102  ?  This 
was  an  important  question.  The  line  had  been 
already  surveyed  through  the  Cheviot  Estate, 
and  it  only  required  surveying  from  the  Wai- 
para to  the  Hurunui  River.  He  understood 
that  during  the  recess  this  was  to  have  been 
done,  so  that  the  report  would  be  avail- 
able for  the  information  of  members  of  the 
House.  No  doubt  the  question  of  a  loan  for 
railway  extension  would  seriously  come  before 
the  House  next  Parliament,  and  he  thought  it 
was  only  right  that  this  report  should  be  in 
readiness,  so  that  public  opinion  might  be 
formed  on  the  question  of  railway  extension  to 
Cheviot,  and  that,  in  the  event  of  a  loan  for 
railways,  funds  might  be  available  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  CARROLL  (for  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  the  promise  made  to  the  honour- 
able member  was  that  a  survey  should  be  under- 
taken for  a  railway  between  Blenheim  and 
Culverden,  and  that,  in  the  course  of  that 
survey,  the  section  between  Waipara  and 
Cheviot  would  be  included.  The  northern  end 
of  the  survey  had  been  in  progress  six  months, 
and  satisfactory  progress  had  been  made  with 
it.  The  second  section  of  the  survey  had  also 
been  started  from  the  south  end — that  was, 
from  Waipara— but  the  party  had  not  been  at 
work  long  enough  to  accomplish  very  much  at 
present.  That  was  the  position  and  progress 
up  to  date. 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  ACT, 
Mr.  GRAHAM  (Nelson)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter for  Railways,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Premier,  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Govemmenty  during  the  present  session,  to 
legislate  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  dis- 
qualification imposed  upon  naturalised  British 
subjects  by  subsection  (8)  of  section  64  of 
the  Old-age  Pensions  Act,  so  as  to  enable  a 
number  of  deserving  colonists,  who  have  ful- 
filled all  other  conditions  imposed  by  the  said 
Act,  and  who  have  helped  to  bear  the  burdens 
of  the  colony  by  the  payment  of  taxes,  and  to 
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open  up  ita  resooroes  by  their  labour  and  skill, 
to  obtain  from  the  oolony  a  pension  in  their 
Old  age?  His  reason  for  asking  the  question 
was  tfaal^  there  were  a  large  number— large  in 
proportion  to  the  total  population  in  his  own 
district,  and,  doubtless,  in  other  parts  of  the 
oolony—of  foreigners  who  had  been  hard- 
working and  deserying  ooloniets,  some  of  them 
perhaps  for  forty  or  fifty  years.  They  had 
worked  hard  and  expended  their  substanoe  in 
assisting  to  develop  the  colony,  just  as  mnoh 
and  in  many  cases — notably  among  the  early 
German  settlers— more  than  some  British-bom 
settlers  who  had  been  in  the  colony  for  similar 
periods,  or  even  before  them ;  ana  it  was  an 
extreme  hardship  that  people  who  had  spent  the 
greater  portion  of  their  lives  in  this  way,  and 
who  bad  brought  up  families,  who  in  torn 
had  also  reared  families  of  their  own,  should 
now  find  themselves  disqualified,  through  no 
fault  of  their  own,  from  receiving  the  reward  of 
, their  labours  in  their  old  age.  He  hoped  this 
disqualification  would  be  removed  during  the 
present  session  by  an  amending  Act,  as  pro- 
mised by  the  Right  Hon.  the  l^mier  during 
his  recent  visit  to  Nelson. 

Mr.  GADMAN  (for  the  Premier)  said  he  could 
only  give  the  honourable  gentleman  the  reply 
he  gave  to  the  member  for  Buller  a  short  time 
before  :  that  was,  that  it  was  intended  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  amend  the  Old-age  Pensions  Act 
in  this  matter,  in  coniunction  with  others  that 
were  now  under  consideration .  If  it  was  decided 
to  amend  the  section  of  the  Act  the  honourable 
gentleman  referred  to,  he  might  say  at  once 
that  the  Government  would  do  nothing  to  allow 
Chinamen  or  Asiatics  to  naturalise  and  come 
under  the  Act. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  hoped  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  remind  the  Premier  of  tbe  promise 
given  by  him  in  Nelson  to  the  effect  that  what 
was  now  asked  for  would  be  done. 


SEAWARD  BUSH  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  McNAB  (Mataura)  asked  the  Minister 
for  Railways,  If  he  will  give  instructions  to 
the  Traffic  Department  at  Invercargill  to  run 
the  present  Monday  and  Thursday  trains  on 
the  Seaward  Bush  line,  which  now  stop  at  the 
Gor^e  Station,  on  to  Waimahaka,  the  terminus, 
a  distance  of  only  some  five  miles,  thereby 
bringing  the  train  arrangements  of  these  two 
days  into  line  with  the  running  arrangements 
on  all  the  other  working-days  of  the  week,  and 
giving  the  residents  of  the  Toitois  district  the 
advantage  of  a  daily  service  with  Invercargill  ? 
This  question  was  asked  on  account  of  a  pecu- 
liarity that  existed  in  the  time-table  of  the  Sea- 
ward Bush  line.  On  two  days  of  the  week  the 
train  ran  out  from  Invercargill  and  stopped 
within  five  miles  of  the  terminus,  while  on  the 
other  days  of  the  week  it  went  on  to  the  ter- 
minal station.  He  thought  the  terminal  sta- 
tion was  the  most  important  of  all,  because  it 
had  almost  all  the  traffic  that  was  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  river.  He  knew  the  time-table 
was  only  a  temporary  one,  but,  with  very  little 
inconvenience  to  the  department,  the  passenger 
Mr,  Qraham 


train  ooald  on  these  two  days  of  the  week  be 
easily  run  out  to  the  Waimahaka  Station. 

Mr.  GADMAN  (Minister  for  Bailvraya)  mO^ 
as  stated  by  the  honourable  member,  the  time- 
table was  only  a  temporary  one,  bat  it  waa  pm- 
posed  at  the  end  of  this  month  to  alter  it.  13m 
proposal  now  was  that  there  should  be  eaghi 
trains  a  week  to  and  from  Inveroargill  and 
Waimahaka,  and  the  time-table  was  arranged 
so  that  the  oountiy  people  of  the  diatriot  oonM 
go  to  Invercargill  and  return  to  their  homes  on 
the  same  day.  Townspeople  would  beable  to  visit 
the  country  twioe  a  week — namely,  Mondays 
and  Saturdays — and  return  the  same  day. 
There  had  been  a  consultation  in  regard  to  the 
matter,  and  he  thought  the  decision  that  had 
been  come  to  would  be  satisfaetory.  He  would 
be  glad  to  show  to  the  honouraUe  gentlemaa 
the  time-table  that  was  now  auggealed,  if  he 
desired  to  see  it. 

TYSBB  AND  OO.'S  STEAMSBS. 

Mr.  LEWIS  (Ohristohuroh  Oity)  asked  the 
(Government,  Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  ^ 
Marine  Department  has  employed  a  amnreyor 
in  Lyttelton  to  measure  the  on  filled  spaoe  in 
Messrs.  Tyser  and  Gompany*s  steamers  prior 
to  their  departure  from  the  colony  ;  and,  if  so, 
for  what  purpose  this  has  been  done? 

Mr.  OARROLL  (for  the  Minister  of  Marins^ 
said  the  Marine  Department  had  not  employaa 
any  person  for  the  service  mentioned. 

LANDS    REPORT  AND    REPORT    ON 
LUNATIG  ASYLUMS. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  (Riocarton)  aaked  the 
Government,  When  the  Lands  Report  for  the 
year  ending  tbe  Slst  Maroh,  1899,  will  be  laid  o& 
the  table  ;  also,  when  the  report  on  the  Innafcie 
asylums  of  the  oolony  for  the  same  period  wtU 
be  laid  on  the  table;  also,  are  those  reports 
already  in  the  heeds  of  the  Government  ?  He 
did  not  think  any  explanation  was  neeessary  for 
this  question.  It  was  obviously  highly  incon- 
venient, to  say  the  least  of  it,  tha%  the  Hooas 
should  not  have  the  Lands  Report  before  it 
The  financial  year  ended  on  the  Slst  March 
last,  and  yet  -this  most  important  repon  bad 
not  been  submitted  to  the  House.  Hie  result 
was  that  members  were  without  informatioD 
to  enable  them  to  carry  on  their  work  in  tbe 
House.  The  same  remarks  applied  to  another 
matter  that  the  House  felt  a  great  intersat  in : 
he  referred  to  the  report  on  the  lunatio  asjhxms 
of  the  colony.  Last  year  the  whole  oonntiy 
was  in  a  ferment  as  to  the  condition  of  tiies^ 
institutions,  and  this  year  the  report  regarding 
them  was  one  of  the  first  that  should  have  bean 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GARROLL  (for  the  Minister  of  Land^ 
said  most  of  the  Lands  Report  was  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Printer,  and  a  great  deal  of  it  hsd 
been  set  up,  and  would  be  ready  to  lay  on  the 
table  within  a  week  or  two.  As  for  the  Lonatie 
Asylums  Report,  it  was  also  well  forward. 

HAND-MADE  CIGARETTES. 
Mr.  LEWIS  (Gbristohnroh  City)  aaked  the 
Government,  Whether   it  la  their  inlaiitioB 
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to  intoodaoe  this  senion  an  amondmeiit  of 
"The  Itobftooo  Ao6  Ameodment  Act,  1896/'  for 
the  purpose  of  more  oleurly  defining  what  ace 
hand-made  cigarettes  ? 

Ifr.  OADMAN  (for  the  Premier)  said  this 
WM  a  matter  that  was  at  present  under  oon- 
sideiation.  Inqoiries  were  being  made  as  to 
the  quantity  of  cigarettes  made  by  certain 
machines  and  the  number  made  by  hand,  and, 
as  icon  as  the  department  had  satisfied  them- 
lehres  and  had  gained  the  information  they 
desired,  it  would  be  decided  whether  or  not 
to  introduce  legislation. 

OANVASSmQ  BLEOTOBS. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay}  asked  the 
Ptomier,  Undec  what  clause  of  "The  Electo- 
ral Act,  1893,'*  or  "  The  Electoral  Act  Amend- 
ment  Act,  1896,"  or  any  other  Act,  canvassers 
are  appointed  by  Ministers  to  wait  on  persons 
irith  a  view  to  their  becoming  registered  as 
electors,  and  out  of  what  fund,  and  under  what 
vote  of  the  House,  are  these  canvassers  paid  ? 
He  pat  this  question  on  the  Order  Paper  be- 
canae  he  was  thoroughly  convinced  that  the 
aotion  of  the  Government  in  appointing  per- 
■ens  to  go  round  the  country  canvassing  for 
persons  to  place  their  names  on  the  electoral 
roll  was  radically  wrong.  This  was  a  practice 
that  had,  he  understood,  prevailed  in  every  part 
of  the  colony  at  last  election,  and,  though  on 
this  occasion  the  appointments  were  not  so 
objeotionable  as  they  had  been  in  preceding 
years,  still  the  principle  remained  that  it  was 
wrong  that  persons  who  had  ever  taken  an  active 
part  in  politics  should  be  appointed  as  paid 
agents  by  the  Government  to  solicit  persons  to 
have  their  names  put  on  the  electoral  roll.  He 
hoped  the  Minister  would  be  able  to  tell  him 
that  this  would  not  occur  again,  and  that  he 
woold,  at  any  rate,  be  able  to  explain  under 
what  Act  they  were  paid  public  money  for  such 
a  purpose. 

lir.  GARBOLL  (Colonial  Secretary)  said,  in 
answer  to  the  last  part  of  the  question,  he  might 
tell  the  honourable  gentleman  there  was  a  Toto 
on  the  estimates  under  the  head  of  *'  Electoral." 
It  was  on  the  estimates  last  year. 

Oaptain  RUSSELL.— And  they  were  paid 
out  of  that  ? 

Mr.  GARBOLL  said  they  were.  Clause  22  of 
the  Electoral  Act  of  1898,  whioh  re-enactod  a 
similar  provision  in  clause  6  of  **  The  Registra- 
tion of  Electors  Act,  1879,"  imposed  on  the 
Registrars  the  duty  of  making  the  rolls  as  com- 
plete 3a  possible.    To  enable  them  to  perform 

^  Q  this  duty,  Registrlkrs  were  authorised  to 
employ  canvassers  to  make  a  house-to- 
house  canvass.    The  clause  was  as  follows : — 

*'  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  Registrar  to 
make  the  rolls  as  completo  as  possible,  and  with 
that  object  from  time  to  time  to  place  thereon, 
or  add  thereto,  the  name  of  every  person  of 
whose  qualification  as  an  elector  he  is  satisfied ; 
and  it  shall  further  be  his  duty  to  assure  him- 
self of  the  right  of  every  person  to  have  his 
name  retained  upon  the  roll." 

It  was  under  that  clause  the  Government 
pTooeeded.     To  show  the  honourable  gentle- 


man that  the  principle  or  object  of  the  cir- 
cular  sent  out  by  the  Government  did  not 
originate  with  them,  he  might  toll  him  that 
a  similar  circular  was  issued  hy  the  Hall 
Government  when  they  were  in  office ;  but  the 
only  difference  was  that  they  called  upon  the 
Registrar  to  see  that  every  one  was  placed  upon 
the  roll  who  they  knew  ought  to  be  on  the  roll,, 
but  did  not  give  them  j^ower  to  do  so.  The 
present  Government,  by  instructing  Registrars 
to  appoint  canvassers,  were  really  giving  effect 
to  the  Act,  which  the  Hall  Government  did  not. 
They  expected  the  Registrar  to  do  it  by  him« 
self,  and  all  they  gave  him  was  the  assistance 
of  the  polioe.  They  could  not  now  call  upon 
the  polioe  to  perform  all  these  duties  for  them^ 
because  the  Police  Department  objected ;  but 
the  present  Gk>Ternment  instructed  the  Regis- 
trars in  the  same  words— the  same  language 
— as  the  circular  he  referred  to  was  couched, 
with  this  addition :  that  it  told  them  to  appoint 
oanvasFcrs. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— Are  not  the  polioe  under 
the  command  of  the  head  Minister  over  them  ? 

Mr.  Carroll  said  they  could  not  take  the 
police  away  in  all  cases  from  their  own  legiti- 
mate duties  to  carry  out  the  duties  belong- 
ing to  another  department.  The  Gkivernment 
thought  it  a  better,  wiser,  and  juster  step  to 
empower  Registrars  of  Electors  to  employ  can- 
vassers to  place  people  on  the  roll.  They  did 
not  instruct  the  Registrars  to  put  on  those 
who  had  any  political  views  or  side  ;  they  left 
it  entirely  to  their  judgment.  The  Registrar 
was  the  responsible  party  for  those  whom  he 
employed.  He  assured  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  there  was  no  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  Ck>vemment  to  suggest  or  intimate  tO' 
Registrars  whom  they  should  a]»point  as  can- 
vassers. He  knew  that  complaints  had  been 
made  in  a  few  cases.  Complainte  had  been 
sent  in  to  himself  as  to  the  character  of  the 
views  held  by  different  canvassers.  Upon  in- 
quirv  into  these  complaints,  he  found  many 
of  the  charges  were  wild,  reckless,  and  as- 
sumed. He  had  informed  the  honourable 
gentleman :  (1)  The  vote  out  of  which  they 
paid  these  canvassers  ;  (2)  the  clause  of  the 
Act  under  which  they  acted ;  (8)  that  a  similar 
circular  to  that  the  Government  issued  waa 
issued  by  the  Hall  Government  in  1880 ;  and 
U)  that  they  had  simply  gone  this  much 
further  than  the  Hall  Government,  that  they 
made  it  a  live  circular  by  instructing  the 
R^strars  to  employ  persons  to  put  people  oii' 
the  rolls. 

PHILADELPHIA  COMMERCIAL 
CONGRESS. 
Mr.  O'REGAN  (Buller)  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, If  it  is  their  intention  that  the  colony 
should  be  officially  represented  at  the  Com- 
mercial Congress  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  in 
October  next?  The  Commercial  Congress  to 
he  held  in  October  next  in  Philadelphia  would 
be  the  greatest  of  its  kind  yet  attempted.  The 
representative  of  that  institution  (Mr.  Green) 
had  recently  travelled  through  the  Australian 
Colonies,  and  he  understood  that  all  the  oolo- 
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nies  of  Australia,  with  the  exception  of  Western 
Australia,  were  to  be  represented  at  Phila- 
delphia, in  addition  to  twenty-six  Ohambers  of 
<3ommeroe.  He  thought  it  would  be  a  great 
mistake  if  New  Zealand  was  not  also  repre- 
sented at  the  Congress,  because  he  thought  a 
great  stimulus  would  be  given  to  trade,  whilst 
other  material  advantages  would  aoorue  from 
having  the  colony  represented  at  that  great 
;gaUiering.  He  had  great  pleasure  in  asking 
the  question,  and  he  hoped  he  would  receive  a 
-favourable  reply. 

Mr.  CARROLL  (Colonial  Secretary)  said  the 
Oovemment  had  decided  that  this  colony 
should  be  represented  at  the  Philadelphia 
Oongress  in  October  next,  and  the  Agent- 
General  had  been  appointed  as  our  representa- 
•tive. 

DUNBDIN-SAWYBRS*  BAY  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN  (Waikouaiti)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Railways,  What  steps  have  been 
taken  to  give  effect  to  the  petitions  presented 
jbt  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  praying  that 
a  duplicate  line  of  railwav  be  laid  between 
Dunedin  and  Sawyers'  Bay  7 

Mr.  CABMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
this  question  was  similar  to  one  already  an- 
swered from  the  honourable  member  for  Taieri 
s(Mr.  Carnoross) ;  and  there  was  no  doubt,  as  he 
said  before,  that  the  duplication  of  the  line 
between  Dunedin  and  Sawyers'  Bay  would  soon 
he  required.  It  was  only  a  question  of  time 
-when  something  would  have  to  be  done.  The 
whole  question  hinged  on  the  finding  of  the 
necessary  funds  for  (his  and  similar  works. 

WEST  COAST  COAL. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  (BuUer)  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, If  they  will,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
mise of  last  session,  agree  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee being  set  up  to  inquire  into  and  report 
-on  the  price  of  West  Coast  coal  ?  Last  session 
he  moved  in  this  direction,  and  gave  notice  of 
his  intention  to  move  for  a  Select  Committee 
-to  inquire  into  the  subject  and  report  to  the 
House.  He  could  not  now  introduce  debatable 
matter,  otherwise  he  could  point  out  the 
urgency  of  setting  up  this  Committee.  The 
Premier  promised  last  session  to  have  a  Com- 
mittee set  up  this  session  for  the  purpose  of 
inquiring  into  this  question  and  reporting  to 
the  House.  Honourable  members  would  bear 
him  out  in  saying  that  the  price  of  coal,  espe- 
cially in  the  larger  centres,  was  so  high  and  of 
inch  material  importance  to  the  great  majority 
of  consumers,  that  it  was  a  subject  that  re- 
quired looking  into,  and  it  was  well  within  the 
province  of  the  House  to  inquire  into  it. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  of  Mines)  said  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Government,  as  pro- 
mised by  the  Premier  last  session,  to  appoint  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  this  matter.  There 
was  no  doubt  there  was  a  feeling  that  the  price 
of  coal  was  too  high.  However,  the  Committee 
would  get  information  on  the  subject,  which 
wbuld  perhaps  explain  why  it  became  necessary 
to  maintain  the  present  price  of  ooal  for  house- 
.  hold  purposes. 

Mr.  O'Rigan 


DBCR-LOADING  OF  VESSELa 
Mr.  O'REGAN  (Buller)  asked  the  Ifinistar 
of  Marine,  If  he  will  favourably  consider  the 
advisability  of  amending  the  Shipping  and 
Seamen's  Acts  with  a  view  to  prohibiting  the 
deck-loading  of  vessels  trading  in  New  Zealand 
waters,  or  at  least  subjecting  such  loading  to 
the  most  stringent  conditions;  also,  for  com- 
pelling all  such  vessels  to  be  fitted  with  twin 
screws  ?  Further,  if  the  law  does  not  require 
such  vessels  to  display  winter  load-lines ;  and 
if  so,  will  the  law  be  enforced  in  this  respect? 
He  asked  this  question  because  he  was  informed 
by  nautical  men  that,  as  a  rule,  there  was  a 
grave  objection  to  deck-loading.  He  could  not 
say  that  himself ,  but  he  was  assuied  by  nautical 
men  that  the  system  was  objectionable,  and 
that  deck-loading  should  be  either  super?iaed 
more  stringently  or  prohibited  altogether.  He 
had  been  also  assured  that,  although  the  law 
provided  for  a  winter  load-line  on  vessels,  no 
such  safeguard  was  provided.  He  understood 
that  in  every  other  part  of  the  British  Empire 
the  law  was  very  stringently  enforced  in  this 
respect.  As  to  providing  vessels  with  twin 
screws,  it  must  be  apparent  that  vessels  each 
as  the  *'  Perthshire  "  should  be  provided  with 
them,  and  it  was  a  question  which  should  be 
dealt  with  at  once  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (Minister  of  Marine)  said 
the  matter  referred  to  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  one  of  very  great  importance,  in  view 
of  what  had  taken  place  recently  in  conneotioB 
both  with  the  '*  Perthshire  "  and  the  "  Ohan.** 
He  might  Say  that  the  regulations  affecting 
deck  cargo  were  drafted  by  the  late  Naatieal 
Adviser,  and  were  based  on  lines  similar  to 
those  in  operation  in  Victoria.  There  was  no 
evidence  before  the  department  that  deck- 
loading  was  in  any  way  excessive.  He  had 
not  yet  received  the  evidence  in  coDnectton 
with  the  "Ohau"  inquiry,  but  he  had  been 
informed  on  good  authoritv  that  some  of  tiM 
evidence  indicated  that  aeck-loading  rather 
made  a  vessel  safer,  provided  it  was  of  sudi 
a  class  as  timber.  He  intended  to  have  the 
whole  matter  thoroughly  inquired  into,  to  see 
that  every  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent 
anything  in  the  shape  of  overloading.  In 
regard  to  summer  and  winter  load-lines,  there 
was  a  doubt  as  to  whether  the  existing  law 
permitted  of  the  two ;  but  he  was  of  opinion  Uiac 
there  should  be  summer  and  winter  load  lines, 
and  if  the  present  law  did  not  permit  of  it, 
the  law  should  be  amended.  The  question  ol 
compelling  all  steamships  to  have  twin  eorews 
was  a  very  large  one.  Take,  for  instanoe,  the 
**  Perthshire,*'  a  vessel  registered  and  owned 
at  Home.  The  Government  could  not  insist 
on  that  ship  being  provided  with  twin  sorews. 
It  was  not  the  mere  fact  of  having  two 
screws,  but  it  would  require  separate  engines, 
et  cetera,  which  would  mvolve  great  expendi- 
ture. Matters  of  that  sort  would,  he  thought, 
be  better  left  to  the  insurance  companies,  who 
must  recognise  that  a  vessel  having  twin  sorews 
would  be  safer  than  one  with  only  one  screw. 
So  far  as  that  part  of  the  question  was  eon- 
cerned,  he  did  not  think  they  oould  iosist  on 
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foreign-going  TesMls  haYing  twin  screws.  If 
tfa«y  passed  a  law,  it  oould  only  be  made  appUo- 
able  to  New  Zealand  vessels.  He  understood 
that  the  P.  and  O.  line  only  bad  one  or  two 
twin-screw  steamers  at  the  present  time.  Bat 
the  question  of  regulations  as  regards  deck- 
loading,  and  the  summer  and  winter  load  line, 
would  reooiTe  oareful  consideration. 

RAILWAY  GANGERS*  WAGES. 

Hr.    GILFEDDER     (Wallace)    asked    the 

Minister  for  Railways,  If  he  will  make  pro- 

▼iflion  this  session  for  increasing  the  wages  of 

those  railway  gangers  who  are  receiving  Ts.  6d. 

{>er  diem  to  Ss.  ?  Provision  had  been  made 
ast  year  for  the  increase  of  the  wages  of  sur- 
faoe-men  in  the  railway  service  by  6d.  a  day, 
and  it  was  understood  that  provision  was  being 
made  for  the  increase  of  the  wages  of  sub- 

? angers,  who  were  receiving  7s.  6d.  per  day,  or 
B.  more  than  the  platelayers.  Such,  however, 
■eemed  not  to  have  been  the  case,  and  now  the 
platelayers  were  receiving  7s.,  while  the  gangers 
were  only  receiving  6d.  more,  which  was  totally 
inadequate  considering  the  grave  responsibility 
which  rested  on  their  shoulders.  There  were 
only  about  eip^hty  gangers  altogether  in  this 
giade,  and  an  morease  of  6d.  would  only  mean 
a  totaJ  increase  of  £650  per  annum.  Honour- 
able members  were  well  aware  of  the  responsi- 
bility oast  on  the  shoulders  of  gangers,  and  it 
was  only  right  that  they  should  receive  Is. 
more  than  was  paid  to  ordinary  labourers. 
They  had  to  keep  the  time,  and  bear  full  re- 
sponsibility for  the  work  of  the  men  under 
their  charge,  and  he  hoped  provision  would 
soon  be  made  to  ioorease  their  wages  by  6d. 

Mr.  GADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said, 
in  dealing  with  the  question  of  increase  of  pay, 
it  was  difficult  to  draw  the  line.  They  started 
at  the  bottom  with  the  men  who  were  to 
receive  6d.  increase,  and  then  the  men  im- 
mediately above  them  said,  "  Well,  we  ought 
to  have  a  proportionate  increase,"  and  so  it 
would  go  on  to  the  top  of  the  tree,  and  the 
tcouble  was  to  know  where  to  draw  the  line. 
It  had  been  decided,  in  dealing  with  this 
matter,  to  take  only  the  most  responsible 
gangers  on  the  main  lines,  as  noted  on  the  esti- 
mates, and  to  increase  their  pay,  leaving  those 
on  the  branch  lines  who  had  less  responsibility. 
He  did  not  know  how  it  would  be  possible  to 
do  anything  more  than  they  had  already  done, 
miless  they  increased  the  pay  right  through  the 
whole  service,  which,  of  course,  was  impossible. 

SMALL-BIRDS  EXTERMINATION. 
Mr.  GILFEDDER  (Wallace)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Agriculture,  If  the  Government 
will  assist  the  local  bodies  to  exterminate  the 
small  birds,  by  providing  the  poisoned  grain 
free  of  oost  ?  In  various  parts  of  the  colony— 
•specially  in  Southland — the  small  birds  had 
become  a  nuisance  to  the  farmers,  and  were  on 
the  increase,  no  matter  what  steps  were  taken 
to  exterminate  them.  He  thoaght  it  was  part 
of  the  function  of  the  Government  to  give  what 
attdstance  they  could  to  the  farmers  and  the 
tooal  bodies  to  enable  them  to  cope  with  the 


pest.  Experiments  had  been  made  with  a  view- 
to  ascertaining  the  best  means  of  poisoning 
small  birds ;  but  there  did  not  appear  to  have 
been  any  general  report  with  regard  to  the 
best  poisoned  grain  for  these  pests.  He  would 
suggest  that  the  Ck>vemment  should  take  the 
matter  in  hand,  and  get  some  of  their  expert! 
to  make  experiments  and  ascertain  the  best 
sort  of  poisoned  grain  to  use.  Then  the  Go- 
vernment might  provide  this  free  to  the  looal 
bodies,  and  they  oould  pass  it  on  to  farmers^ 
and  thus,  if  simultaneous  action  were  taken, 
there  was  no  doubt  but  that  the  small  birdf- 
could  be  exterminated.  But  until  some  con- 
certed action  were  taken  the  small  birds  would 
increase,  and  continue  to  be  the  pest  they  were 
at  present. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Lands)  thought  this  was  the  first  time  a  sug- 
gestion had  been  made  that  the  Government 
should  take  in  hand  the  supplying  of  poisoned 
grain  in  order  to  diminish  the  small-bird 
nuisance.  This  matter  was  better  left  to  the 
local  bodies.  In  South  Canterbury  they  had 
spent  a  fairly  large  sum  of  money  every  year 
in  supplying  farmers  with  poisoned  grain» 
with  the  result  that  large  numbers  of  the 
birds  had  been  poisoned.  And  they  also  paid 
boys  so  much  per  dozen  for  collecting  egga 
and  so  much  per  head  for  the  birds.  The  work 
was  being  carried  out  so  systematically  that 
the  small-birds  nuisance  was  not  likely  to  in- 
crease. As  regards  the  best  kind  of  poison  to 
use,  one  local  body  in  South  Oanterbury  had 
been  making  experiments,  and  he  believed  they 
had  made  a  very  good  selection,  as  the  grain 
they  had  used  had  proved  very  successful  in 
poisoning  birds.  If  it  was  merely  a  question  of 
the  class  of  poison  to  be  used,  and  the  best 
time  for  poisoning,  then  he  thought  the  Go- 
vernment might  do  something  in  the  way  of 
furnishing  information ;  but  the  supply  of  grain 
would  be  much  better  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
local  bodies.  He  agreed  that  this  pest  oould 
not  be  successfully  coped  with  until  the  looaL 
bodies  took  united  action  in  their  respective 
districts  at  stated  seasons.  He  believed  such 
action  would  have  a  very  beneficial  effect. 

RABBIT  DEPARTMENT  ABOLITION. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  (Wallace)  asked  the  Act- 
ing Minister  for  Agriculture,  If  the  Govern- 
ment will  favourably  consider  the  advisablenesa 
of  abolishing  the  Rabbit  Department,  and  de- 
vote the  money  thus  saved  peurtly  to  granting 
assistance,  by  way  of  bonus  on  skins,  for  the 
encouragement  of  trapping  during  the  summer 
months,  and  partly  to  assisting  farmers  and 
locid  bodies  to  cope  with  the  small-bird  nui- 
sance? 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Lands)  thought  it  woula  be  a  very  unwise 
step  to  abolish  the  Rabbit  Department.  So 
far  as  he  oould  make  out,  that  department 
was  doing  very  excellent  work.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  in  most  pfiurts  of  the  colony  the 
rabbit  pest  was  being  xept  down,  and  in  some 
instances  it  had  been  almost  wiped  out.  Aa 
regardsjsnoouragement  for  trapping,  the  honour- 
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4kble  member,  coming  from  Southland,  he  (Mr. 
^ftU•Jone8)  should  have  thought,  would  have 
been  aware  of  the  large  number  of  rabbits  sent 
-away  almost  every  steamer,  and,  if  inducement 
were  offered  by  the  Gbvernment  for  trapping, 
there  would  be  little,  if  any,  increase  m  the 
number  exported. 

Mr.  GILFEDDEB.— They  did  not  get  much 
in  the  summer ;  they  want  encouragement  in 
the  summer  time. 

Mr.  HALL  JONES  said  he  believed  the  de- 
partment  required  that  the  owners  should  carry 
on  a  certain  amouns  of  trapping  during  the 
summer.  However,  it  would  be  a  very  unwise 
:step  to  abolish  the  Rabbit  Department,  and  the 
Government  at  the  present  time  were  not  pre- 
pared to  take  such  action.  If  the  honourable 
member  thought  it  desirable,  he  should  be  very 
glad  to  bring  the  matters  referred  to  before 
the  Agricultural  and  Stock  Committee. 

LILLBURN-BIG  RIVER  TRACK -OUT- 
TING. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  (Wallace)  asked  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  If  he  will  grant  a  sum  out 
of  the  tourist  vote  for  track-cutting  from  the 
Lillbum  to  the  Big  River,  via  Lakes  Hauroto 
and  Poteriteri,  and  for  placing  boats  on  these 
lakes  ?  His  object  in  placing  this  question  on 
the  Order  Paper  was  to  induce  the  Govern- 
ment, if  possible,  to  open  up  the  country  west 
of  the  Waiau  —  a  part  of  Southland  which  had 
been  very  little  explored  hitherto — for  the  pur- 
pose of  encouraging  tourist-traffic.  Recently  a 
Targe  sum  of  money  had  been  devoted  to  con- 
structing a  road  alon^  the  banks  of  the  Waiau 
to  connect  Otautau  with  Lakes  Manapouri  and 
Te  Anau.  They  had  constructed  across  the 
Waiau  a  substantial  bridge,  which  had  cost 
something  like  £5,000.  It  was  a  suspension- 
bridge,  and  it  was  well  worth  a  visit  to 
the  locality  to  see  that  work.  There  were 
also  the  Waiau  Caves  in  its  vicinity.  Then, 
about  fifteen  miles  from  the  Waiau,  there  was 
the  beautiful  Lake  Hauroto,  which  very  few 
people  had  ever  seen.  Very  few,  even  of  those 
who  lived  in  Southland,  had  ever  seen  that  lake. 
At  a  very  small  cost  a  track  could  be  out  from 
the  Lillburn  Valley  to  Lake  Hauroto.  From 
this  lake  to  Poteriteri — a  distance  of  only  thir- 
teen miles — the  track  would  pass  through  some 
of  the  best  timber  country.  He  questioned 
whether  the  timber  in  the  Rai  Valley,  even, 
would  compare  with  the  timber  in  that  district. 
Those  lakes  were  well  worth  a  visit  from 
tourists,  and  this  work  could  be  done  at  a  very 
small  cost  indeed  to  the  Government.  He 
hoped  the  Government,  in  the  interests  of  the 
tourist- traffic,  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  an 
-opportunity  to  prospectors  to  visit  that  part  of 
Southland  to  ascertain  what  mineral  wealth 
lay  there,  would  devote  a  few  pounds  towards 
making  this  track. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Lands)  said  he  was  informed  by  the  depart- 
nient  that  the  country  between  Lillbum  and 
t^  Big  River  was  explored  in  1888.  It  was 
.«xoeedingly  rugged,  consisting  of  high,  rocky 
peaks  and  mountain  spurs,  intersected  by  in- 
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numerable  ravines.  It  was,  where  not  ro«^, 
wet  and  peaty,  and  sparsely  covered  with  wm 
grass.  A  track  was  cut  and  Uaaed  in  1868, 
and  further  track-cutting  might  be  provided  far 
on  this  year*s  eetimates.  As  the  hanouiaUe 
gentleman  knew,  the  Government  had  al- 
ready done  a  great  deal  in  the  way  of  open- 
ing the  country  for  tourist-traffic,  and  what 
he&  been  done  had  been  greatly  appreeiaM. 
It  would  in  time  lead  to  a  larger  number  ctf 
tourists  visiting  the  colony  to  see  our  grand 
scenery.  He  hoped  to  be  able  to  make  soma 
small  provision  this  year  in  the  direction  aakad 
for,  but  they  must  not  forget  that  thia  could 
hardly  be  regarded  in  the  nature  of  a  n< 
work  when  compared  with  the  works  reqi 
in  other  places,  which  were  absolutely 
sary,  so  that  he  was  afraid  no  large  snin  could 
be  devoted  to  this  purpose.  It  would  be  a  vaiy 
difficult  and  coatly  undertaking  to  carry  oQt 
the  suggestion  contained  in  the  latter  part  si 
the  question— namely,  that  boats  should  be 
placed  on  Lakes  Hauroto  and  Poteriteri,  and 
that,  he  thought,  would  be  a  matter  for  eoiir 
sideration  after  the  other  work  was  completed. 

OLASSIFIOATION  BY  HEAD.TEIACHEB& 
Mr.    GILFEDDER  (Wallace)   asked  the 
Miniater  of  Education,  If  the  Eduoaticii  De- 
partment  will   this    session    recontunend  aa 
alteration  in  the  examination  regulatuma,  is 
the  direction  of  permitting  a  freedom  of  classifi- 
cation by  the  head-teachers  of   the  aehoois? 
There    was   a   general    consensua  of   opmae 
throughout  the  colony  that  the  time  had  coma 
when    they  should,   if   possible,   abolish  tbh 
standard  pass  system.    Many  of  those  engagB^ 
in  the  teaching  profession,  who  wished  to  skm 
any  responsibility  in  deciding  the  eduoationai 
staius  of  the  pupila,  would  be  in  favour  of  Ilia 
standard  examination ;    but,  from  an  ednsa- 
tionai  point  of  view,  the  sooner  thia  standaid 
pass  system,  which  meant  **  cram,'*  waa  dooa 
away  with,  the  better  it  would  be  for  the  ehil- 
dren  and  for  the  cauae  of  education  goieral^. 
The  responsibility  was  now  placed  upon  the 
shoulders    of    the    Inspector;    but,  from  the 
moment  freedom  of  classification  was  given  Id 
the  teacher,  the  responsibility  would  he  oast  oa 
him.   The  teachers  of  New  Zealand  who  had  the 
welfare  of  education  at  heart  aU  deaired  the 
abolition  of  this  pass  system,  and  the  intia- 
duction  of  freedom  of  classification,  to  enaUa 
the  teacber  to  put  a  pupil  in  whatever  elaM 
that   pupil    might    be    qualified    for.     What 
did  they  find  just  now  ?     They  found  that  a 
pupil  was  kept  in,  aay,  the  Fourth  Staadaid, 
who  might  be  qualified  for  the  Fifth,  for  Hia 
purpose  of  passing  the  Inspector's  ezaminatioB 
at  the  end  of  the  year.    Very  often  bright  aai 
proficient  pupils,  who  through  nervousnasa  or 
some    such  cause  failed  to  paaa,    were  kept 
back.    If  freedom  of  classification  were  givi^ 
to  the  teacher,  he  would  be  able  to  promole  a 
clever  pupil  according  to  his  deaerta.     Tldi 
freedom  of  classification  already  obtained  in 
regard  to    Standards  I.  and  II.     The  head- 
teacher  conducted  the  examination  of  Staad- 
arda  I.  and  II.,  and  promoted  and  could  awfi 
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«  poml  from  Standufl  II.  to  Standarcl  III.  at 
Us  diiOMtioii,  subject,  of  ooame,  to  the  ap- 

rml  of  the  Inspeofeor ;  but,  further  than  that, 
had  not  freedom  of  olaasifioatioa.  He 
hoped  the  time  woald  como  when  this  system 
woold  be  abolished,  because  it*  was  certainly 
thm  teacher  who  had  the  best  knowledge  of  the 
«^abilitles  of  his  pupils,  and  he  should  be 
given  a  free  hand  to  classify  them  according  to 
^  QQ  their  proficiency  and  intellectual  capa- 
city. Tlien,  when  the  Inspector  went 
C€Qiid  on  his  annual  visit,  he  would  ascer- 
tain for  himself  whether  the  teacher  acted 
jiidiciously  or  not,  and  would  report  accord- 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (for  the  Minister  of  Edn- 
otttion)  said  he  was  aware  that  the  honourable 
giolleiiiao  spoke  with  some  knowledge  on  this 
eobjeot  and  with  practical  experience,  but  he 
did  not  forget  that  all  were  very  jealous  of  any 
iBtexferance  or  alteration  in  connection  with 
•our  national  system  of  education.  The  ques- 
tion was,  could  that  system  be  improved,  and 
if  this  would  be  an  improvement  he  would  look 
upon  it  with  very  great  favour.  He  had  known 
cases  where  children  had  passed  the  examina- 
tion in  almost  every  subject  except  one,  and 
hacanse  they  failed  in  that  one  subject  they 
had  been  kept,  say,  in  the  Fourth  Standard  for 
anotiier  year.  He  understood  the  object  the 
honourable  gentleman  wanted  to  get  at  was  to 
poi  such  a  child  in  the  Fourth  Standard  for 
timt  one  subject,  and  into  the  Fifth  Standard 
lor  the  subjects  passed. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  said  he  would  leave  it  to 
the  discretion  of  the  teachers. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said,  Just  so ;  and  he 
thought  such  an  alteration  was  worthy  of  every 
consideration.  But  they  had  a  conference  of 
delegates  from  the  various  Education  Boards  of 
the  colony  meeting  here  this  month,  and  this 
Would  be  one  of  the  questions  under  considera- 
tion. It  would  be  well  to  wait  to  hear  what 
was  the  result  of  their  deliberations  and  recom- 
mendations in  connection  with  this  matter. 

HOLIDAYS   AKD    SICK-PAY    TO    WORK- 
MSN  IN  SHEDS  AND  ON  WHARVES. 

Mr.  JOYCE  (Lytteltonl  asked  the  Minister 
lev  Railways,  What  annual  holidays  are  granted 
to  permanent  men  of  the  department  on  the 
XHmedin  Section  who  work  on  wharves  and  in 
eheds ;  and,  in  the  event  of  any  of  such  men 
fUHng  sick,  what  sick- pay  is  allowed,  and  for 
what  period  during  illness?  His  reason  for 
asldboff  the  Minister  for  Railways  this  question 
was  tnat,  in  the  opinion  of  the  men  employed 
OB  the  Canterbury  railways,  they  were  not 
reoeiving  the  same  treatment  as  men  in  similar 
oitoAtions  on  the  Dunedin  Section,  and  he 
«Ronld  be  pleased  to  hear  what  the  Minister 
had  to  say  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  GADMAN  (IQnister  for  Railways)  said 
be  vras  not  aware  of  any  exceptional  treatment 
being  given  to  the  employ^  en  the  Dunedin 
8eotion,  and  if  the  honourable  gentleman  could 
foint  oat  anT  case  where  there  was  anything 
«neptional»  he  would  be  glad  to  know  it. 


Mr.  JOYCE  said  the  men  on  the  Dunedin 
Section  got  twelve  days  in  the  year,  whereas  the 
Canterbury  men  only  got  six. 

Mr.  CADMAN  eaid  he  would  read  the  regula- 
tions, which,  so  far  as  he  knew,  were  striotiy 
carried  out.  In  regard  to  annual  holidays,  the 
following  was  the  regulation  : — 

(«To  each  member  in  the  Second  Division, 
if  entitled  to  overtime,  for  each  continuous 
year's  service,  one  week  in  each  calendar  year. 
To  each  member  in  the  Second  Division,  if  not 
entitled  to  overtime,  for  each  continuous  year's 
service,  nine  days  in  each  calendar  year." 

He  might  explain,  for  the  benefit  of  honour- 
able members,  that  those  in  the  railway  ser- 
vice entitled  to  overtime  were  those  paid  by  the 
day ;  and,  where  men  were  paid  salaries  voted 
on  the  estimates  they  were  not  entitled  to  over- 
time, but  got  an  increased  number  of  holidays 
as  an  equivalent.  Then,  in  regard  to  sick-pay, 
the  regulation  was, — 

**  Subject  to  the  production  of  a  certificate 
or  attested  copy  from  a  medical  practitioner, 
or  a  copy  of  such  certificate  attested  by  an 
officer  of  a  friendly  society,  every  member  in 
the  Second  Division,  whilst  absent  from  duty 
through  accident  sustained  in  the  execution  of 
duty,  may  receive  half -pay  for  the  first  three 
months,  and  quarter-pay  for  an  additional  three 
months." 

So  far  as  he  knew,  no  exceptional  treatment 
was  given  to  Dunedin :  and,  so  far  as  the  Dis- 
trict Managers  were  concerned,  they  certify 
that  the  regulations  were  strictly  adhered  to. 

NEW  SMALL-ARMS. 

Mr.  E.  Q.  ALLEN  (Waikouaiti)  asked  the 
Minister  of  Defence,  When  the  new  small- 
arms  will  be  issued  to  the  Volunteers  in  Otago? 
He  had  been  asked  to  bring  this  matter  under 
the  notice  of  the  Government.  The  Volunteers 
of  Otago  were  exceedingly  anxious  that  the 
class  of  arms  that  it  is  intended  they  shaU  use 
permanently  should  be  issued  at  once. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  of  Defence)  said  a 
certain  number  of  these  arms  were  provided 
some  time  ago,  and  they  had  been  distributed, 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Commander 
of  the  Forces,  to  the  Permanent  Militia  and 
Volunteers  in  the  North  Island.  Another  lot 
had  since  been  sent  for,  and  it  was  intended  to 
issue  them  in  the  South  Island.  They  ex- 
pected them  in  the  colony  towards  the  end 
of  the  year. 

MINE-MANAGERS'  CERTIFICATES. 
Mr.  MoGO  WAN  (Thames)  asked  the  Minister 
of  Mines,  If  he  will  introduce  such  amendment 
in  the  Mining  Act  as  will  enable  experienced 
miners  having  long  service  to  obtain  a  mine- 
manager's  certificate  by  oral  examination? 
This  question  was  one  of  great  importance  to 
a  number  of  experienced  miners  who,  in  early 
life,  had  not  received  an  education  sufficient  to 
enable  them  to  pass  a  written  examination. 
While  they  had  the  experience  of  a  lifetime  in 
their  occupation,  and  were  qualified  to  per- 
form every  mining  operation  under  the  most 
dangerous  and  difficult  conditions,  they  were 
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unftble  to  put  their  ideas  and  methods  on  paper. 
The  Minister,  dnriog  the  mining  boom,  by  the 
issue  of  **  warrants,"  met  the  difficulty  then  ex- 
isting, and  now  that  the  need  for  these  no  longer 
existed  there  were  still  a  number  of  men  who 
were  well  qualified  to  manage  ordinary  mines, 
but  were  not  qualified,  for  want  of  early  edn- 
eation,  to  pass  a  written  examination.  He 
thought  it  would  be  a  yeiy  good  service,  not 
only  to  the  mining  industry  but  to  these  men 
themselves,  if  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
passing  an  oral  examination,  because  many 
men  who  had  learnt  in  the  course  of  their  lives 
to  be  expert  miners  and  even  expert  managers, 
who  knew  how  to  carry  on  mining  operations 
in  difficult  country,  were  at  the  same  time  not 
in  a  position  to  undergo  a  written  examination. 
He  hoped  the  Minister  would  endeavour  to 
meet  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  OADMAN  (Minister  of  Mines)  said  the 
question  of  these  mine*  managers'  certificates 
nad  been  a  difficult  matter,  and  on  many  occa- 
sions a  sore  subject,  extending  over  a  period  of 
ten  years,  but  he  thought  it  was  now  pretty  well 
brought  to  a  close.  So  far  as  an  amendment 
of  the  Act  was  concerned,  he  did  not  propose  to 
introduce  any  amendment  of  the  Act  this  year, 
unless  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Goldfields  Com- 
mittee when  they  met  later  on  and  went  Into 
mining  matters.  He  suggested  that  this  matter 
might  also  be  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Committee,  and  they  could  then  decide  whether 
or  not  it  would  be  expedient  to  re-open  the 
question. 

ORMONDVILLB  GOODS-SHED. 
Mr.  HUNTER  (Waipawa)  asked  the  Minister 
for  Railways,  Whether  he  will   this   session 
make  provision   for  the  enlargement  of    the 

Soods-shed  at  OrmondviUe,  the  one  now  in  use 
eing  unequitable  and  too  small  for  the  require- 
ments of  the  station?  He  wished  by  this 
question  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Minister 
K>r  Railways  to  the  necessity  of  having  in- 
creased accommodation  at  the  OrmondviUe 
Station.  He  would  point  out  that,  since  the 
present  aoocmmodation  had  been  provided,  the 
business  of  the  station  had  largely  increased. 
The  opening  up  of  the  Waikopiro  Block  had 
involved  a  considerable  amount  of  additional 
traffic  at  OrmondviUe  Station,  and  the  Norse- 
wood  settlers  also  worked  through  OrmondviUe. 
There  was  a  large  increase  of  business  from 
this  source  also.  He  hoped  the  Minister  would 
be  able  to  give  him  a  favourable  answer,  and 
that  the  accommodation  would  be  increased 
in  proportion  to  the  requirements  of  the 
station. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  for  RaUways)  said 
there  was  no  doubt  that  the  goodS'Shed  at 
OrmondviUe  was  getting  too  small  for  the 
traffic,  and  the  same  thing  was  occurring  at 
many  other  places.  The  expenditure,  which  was 
nearly  aU  coming  out  of  working-expenses,  had 
of  late  been  exceptionally  heavy  on  account  of 
the  expensive  bridges  now  being  renewed.  The 
department  etUl  had  to  renew  several  other 
bridges,  and  in  renewing  the  OrmondviUe 
Bridge  they  would  probably  have  to  alter  the 
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line  at  OrmondviUe  Station.  He  propoBed» 
when  this  work  was  taken  in  handi  to  see  thet 
the  necessary  extension  required  in  the  goods* 
shed  was  taken  in  hand  at  the  same  time. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Oaptaha  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  monA 
the  adjournment  of  the  House.  He  was  not 
satisfied  with  the  answer  given  by  the  Coloniit 
Secretary  to  his  question  regarding  the  eaavis- 
sers  who  had  been  sent  round  the  country  hf 
the  Qovemment  for  several  years  paet  with  a 
view  to  placing  names  on  the  eleotoval  rolls.  It 
was  manifestly  an  important  matter  thac  their 
elections  should  be  conducted  in  an  absolataly 
impartial  manner,  as  far  as  interf erenoe  by  th* 
Qovemment  of  the  country  was  ooncemed; 
and  he  maintained  that  the  power  whieh  hsi 
been  assumed  by  the  Government  oi  paying 
canvassers  to  perambulate  the  country  to  pisos 
names  on  the  electoral  roll  was  disttni^y  s 
violation  of  all  the  principles  on  whieh  their 
electoral  rolls  ought  to  be  framed — of  unpe- 
judioed  officers  being  aUowed  to  oondnet  tlis 
registration.  It  was  a  self-evident  kst 
that  the  appointment  of  canvassers  must  be 
made  from  persons  who  had  political  bias  is 
one  way  or  another,  and  though  on  tUs 
occasion  he  understood  that,  in  the  case  of 
his  own  electorate— he  could  not  speak  for  si^ 
other  place — a  more  impartial  seleotion  Itfa 
been  made  than  had  been  made  in  previous 
years,  he  maintained  that  the  principle  was 
altogether  vnrong  that  friends  of  one  oandidsts 
or  another  should  be  employed  to  go  round  tiis 
country  and  canvass  persons  for  their  votes. 
Why,  he  knew  that  in  many  instances  pa- 
ceding  the  election  of  1896  canvaaaets  abso- 
lutely obtruded  themselves  on  the  hooss* 
holders  in  various  districts  in  order  to  get  thsir 
names  placed  on  the  rolls.  He  bolieved  bt 
was  right  in  saying  that,  prior  to  1896,  in  his 
own  electorate,  every  person  who  was  paid  to 
canvass  the  district  for  names  to  be  placed  od 
the  electoral  roll  were  strong  political  an- 
tagonists of  himself,  and  what  happened  in 
one  district  no  doubt  happened  in  othen. 
When  he  was  going  up-country  to  canvasi 
in  an  outlying  part  of  his  electorate,  he  was 
met  by  a  gentleman  who  was  {Ksid  by  tbt 
Qovemment  to  see  that  names  vrere  piaoed 
on  the  electoral  roll.  It  was  not  after  dia- 
ner,  or  else  he  might  have  beUeved  that  tbt 
gentleman  in  question  had  been  dining  too  weQ; 
but  he  volunteered  to  him  the  information  that 
he  (the  canvasser)  would  arrange  when  he 
(Oaptain  Russell)  should  address  a  meeting,  and 
whether  the  other  candidate  should  be  aUovad 
to  speak  after  him  (Captain  BusaeU),  and  that 
he  would  take  very  good  care  that  be  had  a  fiir 
hearing  when  he  returned  there  to  give  kb 
address.  Now,  this  canvasser,  who  was  is 
receipt  of  pay  from  the  Government,  and  who 
was  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Qovem- 
ment, was  appointed  by  the  Registrar,  and  nas 
actually  in  receipt  of  pay  from  the  cdooyi 
was  undoubtedly  canvassing  against  hiuseif 
(Captain  Russell)  in  connection  with  that 
election;   and   what   had   happened    in    fail 
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«iRi  eleotorate  must  have  happened  in 
otimr  electorates  in  the  colony.  He  under- 
liood  that  authority  was  given  to  Regis- 
inn  to  pay  canvassers  to  place  names  on 
the  eleotoral  rolls,  and  the  Colonial  Score- 
iaiy  that  afternoon,  in  reply  to  a  question,  said 
(he  money  which  had  heen  paid  'for  the  can- 
nsseis  had  been  paid  out  of  a  vote  of  the  House, 
which  had  been  taken  under  the  heading  of 
"eleetoral  expenses,"  and  that  that  vote  met 
the  expenditure  in  this  case.  He  bad  no  doubt 
that  that  was  the  case  ;  but  he  contended  the 
Hoase  was  not  aware,  when  it  passed  a  vote 
nnder  the  heading  of  *'  electoral  ezpeoses,"  that 
the  money  was  to  be  expended  in  any  such  way 
at  all.  It  was  realised,  of  course,  that  there 
would  have  to  be  some  expenditure  for  the 
fceparation,  compilation,  and  printing  of  the 
ileotoral  rolls ;  but  it  was  never  contemplated 
Iocs  moment  by  the  House  that  the  money  was 
to  be  expended  in  paying  canvassers  to  travel 
mood  the  colony.  And  it  stood  to  reason  that 
any  Registrar  of  Electors  holding  an  appoint- 
BMnt  under  the  Government  was  more  likely — 
the  agitation,  in  his  own  case,  had  done  good, 
he  believed,  in  preventing  that — to  employ  per- 
loni  who  were  favourable  to  the  Government 
than  those  who  were  adverse.  It  stood  to  reason 
thatsQoh  was  the  case.  The  Oolonial  Secretary 
had  quoted  as  his  authority  for  the  employment 
of  these  persons  the  22nd  section  of  **  The 
JSieetonJ  Act,  189d."  He  had  told  the  House 
that  this  was  a  confirmation  of  the  6th  clause 
in  "The  Registration  of  Electors  Act,  1879.*' 
Well,  there  was  no  confirmation  there ;  it  only 
n-3Daoted  the  actual  words  of  *'  The  Registra- 
tion of  Eleotoro  Act,  1879."  The  words  of  the 
^d  clause  would  not  bear  the  oonstractiou 
vhleh  the  Government  endeavoured  to  put 
vpon  them.    The  words  of  the  clause  were : — 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Registrar  to 
HDAke  the  rolls  as  complete  as  possible,  and 
with  that  object  from  time  to  tmie  to  place 
hereon,  or  add  thereto,  the  UMne  of  every  per- 
*>n  of  whose  qualification  as  an  elector  he  is 
eatisfied." 

Why,  in  this  case  it  was  not  the  Registrars  of 
Hlectors  who  were  to  be  satisfied  as  to  the 
^lifieations,  but  the  paid  canvassers  of  the 
Government — they  practically  were  to  be  the 
peisooswho  were  to  decide  whether  a  person 
vaa  qnalifiod  or  not.  These  forms  for  enrol- 
i&eDt  were  going  in  wholesale  in  many  in- 
stances, he  had  good  reason  to  believe.  The 
ejaoee  went  on  to  say,  "  And  it  shall  further  be 
hie  duty  to  assure  himself  of  the  right  of  every 
person  to  have  his  naqie  retained  upon  the 
'oil."  That  was  the  clause  upon  which  the 
Oovemment  based  their  claim  to  pay  can- 
'^^Mers,  without  any  authority  of  Parliament, 
^  ffo  round  the  country  and  solioit  persons  to 
»ve  their  names  placed  on  the  roll.  But,  on 
ihe  other  hand,  if  you  read  the  other  clauses 
of  the  Act,  it  was  perfectly  clear  that  no  such 
|ffeot  was  contemplated.  The  Act  was  per- 
foctly  olear,  and  if  they  referred  to  clause  2  of 
•Part  II.  of  "The  Electoral  Act.  1893,"  they 
^nld  Bee  it  stated,— 

"And,  unless  his  name  is  already  on   the 
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roll,  shall  for  suoh  purpose  deliver  or  send  by 
post  to  the  Registrar  of  the  said  district,  at 
any  time  after  the  oommenoement  of  this  Act, 
a  claim  and  declaration  in  the  form  or  to  the 
effect  set  forth  in  the  First  Schedule  hereto." 

Now,  let  the  House  mark  that.  First,  the 
elector  had  himself  to  deliver  os  post  the 
application  to  have  his  name  placed  on  the 
roll ;  he  had  not  the  power  to  delegate  to  a 
paid  servant  of  the  Government  the  right  to 
send  in  that  application— that  devolved  entirely 
on  himself.  The  claim  and  declaration  could 
be  delivered  to  the  Registrar  or  be  sent  by  post 
by  the  applicant,  and  the  12th  clause  of  the  Act 
further  intensified  the  fact  that  it  was  intended 
that  there  should  be  direct  personal  appli- 
cation, or  transmission  by  poet,  of  the  claim 
of  every  person  who  desired  to  have  his  name 
placed  on  the  roll.    It  said : — 

"Every  person  who  is  entitled  to  be  regis- 
tered as  an  elector  in  more  than  one  or  more 
districts,  in  respect  of  one  or  more  qualifica- 
tions, shall,  at  the  time  of  making  his  applica- 
tion for  registration,  choose  the  district  and  the 
qualification  in  respect  of  which  respectively 
he  will  be  registered,  and  shall  frame  his  claim 
accordingly." 

He  might  be  told  that  since  the  passage  of 
that  Act  the  law  had  been  altered  altogether — 
that  persons  could  not  have  a  choice,  and  that 
they  must  register  in  the  district  in  whioh  they 
lived;  but,  although  that  was  bo,  it  showed 
that  the  Act  under  whioh  the  Government 
claimed  to  be  able  to  canvass  the  country  gave 
them  no  such  power.  It  put  the  matter  in 
the  hands  of  the  Registrar  and  the  elector 
solely,  and  not  in  the  hands  of  any  person 
who  might  be  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment. The  Government  had  acted  wrongly, 
then,  in  sending  these  canvassers  round  the 
country.  The  Colonial  Secretary  had  also 
said  that  a  previous  Administration,  when 
Sir  John  Hall  was  the  Premier,  acted  in  a 
similar  way ;  and  in  that  connection  be  would 
like  to  say  he  had  a  vague  remembrance  of  ex- 
pressing hU  disapproval  of  suoh  a  course  being 
taken.  The  matter  of  registration  of  one's 
claim  to  vote  was  a  matter  for  the  elector 
himself.  If  a  person  wished-  to  have  bis  name 
put  on  the  electoral  roll  he  was  perfectly  within 
his  right  in  having  it  placed  there;  but  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  wished  to  take  no  part  in  a 
political  confiiot,  it  was  grossly  imperunent 
for  any  person  to  intrude  himself  in  a  case  of 
irhat  kind  and  ask  the  elector  to  have  his  name 
placed  on  the  roll.  He  could  never  believe  that 
persons  selected  by  the  Government  to  oaovass 
the  country  would  be  entirely  free  from  bias, 
and  that  thev  could  do  their  duty  impartially. 
He  admitted,  however,  that— in  his  own  dis- 
trict, for  example— the  m*-n  who  had  been 
selected  this  year  were  of  a  more  impartial  turn 
of  mind  than  some  who  performed  the  duty  in 
past  years;  but,  although  that  was  so,  it  did 
not  alter  the  fact  that  persons  went  round  the 
country  to  do  this  work.  He  did  not  agree  at 
all  that  these  persons  should  so  act.  He 
wished  to  see  the  elections  fought  out  on  a 
fair  basis,  and  that  could  only  be  done  by  pre- 
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ansble  to  pat  their  ideas  and  methods  on  paper. 
The  Minister,  during  the  miDing  boom,  by  the 
iitae  of  "  warrants,"  met  the  difficulty  then  ex- 
isting, and  now  that  the  need  for  these  no  longer 
•ztsted  there  were  still  a  number  of  men  who 
were  well  qualified  to  manage  ordinary  mines, 
but  were  not  qualified,  for  want  of  early  edu- 
eation,  to  pass  a  written  ezami nation.  He 
thought  it  would  be  a  yery  good  service,  not 
only  to  the  mining  industry  but  to  these  men 
themselves,  if  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
passing  an  oral  examination,  because  many 
men  who  had  learnt  in  the  course  of  their  lives 
to  be  expert  miners  and  even  expert  managers, 
who  knew  how  to  carry  on  mining  operations 
in  difficult  country,  were  at  the  same  time  not 
in  a  position  to  undergo  a  written  examination. 
He  hoped  the  Minister  would  endeavour  to 
meet  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  GADMAN  (Minister  of  Mines)  said  the 
question  of  these  mine- managers'  certificates 
nad  been  a  difficult  matter,  and  on  many  occa- 
sions a  sore  subject,  extending  over  a  period  of 
ten  years,  but  he  thought  it  was  now  pretty  well 
brought  to  a  close.  So  far  as  an  amendment 
of  the  Act  was  concerned,  he  did  not  propose  to 
introduce  any  amendment  of  the  Act  this  year, 
unless  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Goldfields  Com- 
mittee when  they  met  later  on  and  went  into 
mining  matterR.  He  suggested  that  this  matter 
might  also  be  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Committee,  and  they  could  then  decide  whether 
or  not  it  would  be  expedient  to  re-open  the 
question. 

ORMONDVILLE  GOODS-SHED. 
Mr.  HUNTER  (Waipawa)  asked  the  Minister 
for  Railways,  Whether  he  will   this    session 
make  provision   for  the  enlargement  of    the 

Soods-shed  at  OrmondviUe,  the  one  now  in  use 
eing  unRui table  and  too  small  for  the  require- 
ments of  the  station  ?  He  wished  by  this 
question  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Minister 
for  Railways  to  the  necessity  of  haying  in- 
creased accommodation  at  the  OrmondviUe 
Station.  Ho  would  point  out  that,  since  the 
present  aoocmmodation  had  been  provided,  the 
business  of  the  station  had  largely  increased. 
The  opening  up  of  the  Waikopiro  Block  had 
involved  a  considerable  amount  of  additional 
traffic  at  OrmondviUe  Station,  and  the  Norse- 
wood  settlers  also  worked  through  OrmondviUe. 
There  was  a  large  increase  of  business  from 
this  source  also.  He  hoped  the  Minister  would 
be  able  to  give  him  a  favourable  answer,  and 
that  the  accommodation  would  be  increased 
in  proportion  to  the  requirements  of  the 
station. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  said 
there  was  no  doubt  that  the  goods-shed  at 
OrmondviUe  was  getting  too  small  for  the 
traffic,  and  the  same  thing  was  occurring  at 
many  other  places.  The  expenditure,  which  was 
nearly  aU  coming  out  of  working-expenses,  had 
of  late  been  exceptionally  heavy  on  account  of 
the  expensive  bridges  now  being  renewed.  The 
department  stUl  had  to  renew  several  other 
bridges,  and  in  renewing  the  OrmondviUe 
Bridge  they  would  probably  have  to  alter  the 


line  at  Ormondyille  Station.  He  prapoeed» 
when  this  work  was  taken  in  hand,  to  eee  thai 
the  necessary  extension  required  in  the  goods- 
shed  was  taken  in  hand  at  the  same  time. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke'a  Bay)  moved 
the  adjournment  of  the  House.    He  was  not 
satisfied  vrith  the  answer  given  by  the  Oolonii} 
Secretary  to  his  question  regarding  the  canvas- 
sers who  had  been  sent  round  the  ooantry  by 
the  Oovemment  for  several  years  past  vrith  a 
view  to  placing  names  on  the  eleotoval  rolla.  It 
was  manifestly  an  important  matter  that  Aeir 
elections  should  be  conducted  in  an  absolataly 
impartial  manner,  as  far  as  interference  by  tiie 
Government  of  the  country  was  oonoanisd; 
and  he  maintained  that  the  power  whieh  had 
been  assumed  by  the  Government  of  paying 
oanvassers  to  perambulato  the  country  to  place 
names  on  the  electoral  roll  was  dirtinoUy  a 
violation  of  aU  the  principles  on  which  tlieir 
electoral  rolls  ought  to  be  framed — of  mipB- 
judiced  officers  being  aUowed  to  oondaot  the 
registration.       It    was    a    self-evident    hiet 
that  the  appointment  of  canvaseers  moat  be 
made  from  persons  who  had  political  bias  m 
one   v?ay   or   another,   and    though   on   this 
occasion  he  understood  that,  in  the  caee  ef 
his  own  electorate— he  could  not  apeak  for  any 
other  plaoe — a  more  impartial  eelectiovi  had 
been  made  than  had  been  made  in  preyioas 
years,  he  maintained  that  the  principle  was 
altogether  wrong  that  friends  of  one  caodidats 
or  another  should  be  employed  to  go  round  the 
country  and  canvass  persons  for  their  votes. 
Why,  he  knew  that  in  many  instances  pre- 
ceding the  election  of  1896  oanvassers  abso- 
lutely   obtruded    themselyes    on    the    house- 
holders in  various  districts  in  order  to  gist  their 
names  placed  on  the  rolls.     He  believed  be 
was  right  in  saying  that,  prior  to  1896,  in  his 
own  electorate,  every  person  who  was  paid  to 
canvass  the  district  for  names  to  be  placed  on 
the  electoral    roll  were   strong    political   an- 
tagonists of  himself,   and  what  happened  in 
one    district   no    doubt   happened  in  othacs. 
When  he  was  going   up-oountry   to   canvass 
in  an  outlying  part  of  his  electorate,  he  was 
met  by  a  gentleman   who  was   paid  by  the 
Oovemment  to  see  that  names  were  placed 
on  the  electoral  roll.    It  was  not  after  din- 
ner, or  else  he  might  have  beUeved  that  the 
gentleman  in  question  had  been  dining  too  well; 
but  he  volunteered  to  him  the  information  that 
he    (the   oanvasser)    would   arrange  when  he 
(Captain  RasseU)  should  address  a  meeting,  sod 
whether  the  other  candidate  should  be  aOoved 
to  speak  after  him  (Captain  RusaeU),  and  that 
he  would  take  very  good  care  that  he  had  a  fair 
hearing  when  he  returned  there  to  give  his 
address.    Now,  this   canvasser,    who   was  in 
receipt  of  pay  from  the  Government,  and  wh» 
was  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Govetn- 
ment,  was  appointed  by  the  Registrar,  and  was 
actually  in  receipt  of  pa^  from   the  colony, 
was  undoubtedly  oanvassmg  against   himself 
(Captain   Russell)   in    connection    with  Hal 
election;   and   what   had  happened    in    hit 
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«iRi  eleotorate  must  have  happened  in 
otter  electorates  in  the  colony.  He  under- 
stood that  authority  was  given  to  Regie- 
tmn  to  pay  oaavassers  to  place  names  on 
the  eleotoral  rolls,  and  the  Colonial  Seore- 
iaiy  that  afternoon,  in  reply  to  a  question,  said 
the  money  which  had  been  paid  for  the  can- 
TMseis  had  been  paid  out  of  a  vote  of  the  House, 
whieh  bad  been  taken  under  the  heading  of 
*'eleetoral  expenses/'  and  that  that  vote  met 
the  expenditure  in  this  oase.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  that  was  the  case  ;  but  he  contended  the 
Hooee  was  not  aware,  when  it  passed  a  vote 
onder  the  heading  of  **  electoral  ezpenses,"  that 
the  money  was  to  be  expended  in  any  such  way 
at  all.  It  was  realised,  of  course,  that  there 
would  have  to  be  some  expenditure  for  the 
^paration,  compilation,  and  printing  of  the 
electoral  rolls ;  but  it  was  never  contemplated 
for  a  moment  by  the  House  that  the  money  was 
to  be  expended  in  paying  canvassers  to  travel 
lOQDd  the  colony.  And  it  stood  to  reason  that 
any  Registrar  of  Electors  holding  an  appoint- 
ment under  the  Qoveroment  was  more  likely — 
the  agitation,  in  his  own  case,  had  done  good, 
be  believed,  in  preventing  that — to  employ  per- 
lons  who  were  favourable  to  the  Government 
than  those  who  were  adverse.  It  stood  to  reason 
that  rash  was  the  case.  The  Oolonial  Secretary 
had  quoted  as  his  authority  for  the  employment 
<rf  tiiese  persons  the  22nd  section  of  "  The 
£Jeetoral  Act,  189d."  lie  had  told  the  House 
that  this  was  a  confirmation  of  the  6th  clause 
in  "The  Registration  of  Electors  Act,  1879." 
Well,  there  was  no  confirmation  there ;  it  only 
it-inaeted  the  actual  words  of  *'  The  Registra- 
tion of  Eleotors  Act,  1879."  The  words  of  the 
^d  clause  would  not  bear  the  construction 
vhioh  the  Governnoient  endeavoured  to  put 
^ipofi  them.    The  words  of  the  clause  were  : — 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Registrar  to 
^e  the  rolls  as  complete  as  possible,  and 
vith  that  objeot  from  time  to  time  to  place 
thereon,  or  add  thereto,  the  nMne  of  every  per- 
son of  whose  qualification  as  an  elector  he  is 
Mtisfied." 

Why,  in  this  case  it  was  not  the  Registrars  of 
Electors  who  were  to  be  satisfied  as  to  the 
^oalifleations,  but  the  paid  canvassers  of  the 
Government — they  practically  were  to  be  the 
persons  who  were  to  decide  whether  a  person 
^^  qualified  or  not.  These  forms  for  enrol- 
ment were  going  in  wholesale  in  many  in- 
*^oes,  he  had  good  reason  to  believe.  The 
^use  went  on  to  say,  '*  And  it  shall  further  be 
his  duty  to  aissure  himself  of  the  right  of  every 
person  to  have  his  name  retained  upon  the 
^11*"  That  was  the  clause  upon  which  the 
Oovemment  based  their  claim  to  pay  can- 
'VMsets,  without  any  authority  of  Parliament, 
^Ro  round  the  country  and  solioit  persons  to 
liAve  their  names  placed  on  the  roll.  But,  on 
^he  other  hand,  if  you  read  the  other  clauses 
^  the  Aot,  it  was  perfectly  clear  that  no  such 
|ffect  was  contemplated.  The  Act  was  per- 
^ctly  olear,  and  if  they  referred  to  clause  2  of 
^ttt  II.  of  "The  Electoral  Act,  1893,"  they 
^ould  see  it  stated.— 

"And,  unless  his  name  is  already  on   the 
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roll,  shall  for  suoh  purpose  deliver  or  send  by 
post  to  the  Registrar  of  the  said  district,  at 
any  time  after  the  commencement  of  this  Act, 
a  claim  and  declaration  in  the  form  or  to  the 
affect  set  forth  in  the  First  Schedule  hereto." 

Now,  let  the  House  mark  that.  First,  the 
elector  had  himself  to  deliver  os  post  the 
application  to  have  his  name  placed  on  the 
roll ;  he  had  not  the  power  to  delegate  to  a 
paid  servant  of  the  Government  the  right  to 
send  in  that  application — that  devolved  entirely 
on  himself.  The  claim  and  declaration  could 
be  delivered  to  the  Registrar  or  be  sent  by  post 
by  the  applicant,  and  the  12th  clause  of  the  Act 
further  intensified  the  fact  that  it  was  intended 
that  there  should  be  direct  personal  appli- 
cation, or  transmission  by  poet,  of  the  claim 
of  every  person  who  desired  to  have  his  name 
placed  on  the  roll.    It  said : — 

"Every  person  who  is  entitled  to  be  regis- 
tered as  an  elector  in  more  than  one  or  more 
districts,  in  respect  of  one  or  more  qualifica- 
tions, shall,  at  the  time  of  making  his  applica- 
tion for  registration,  choose  the  district  and  the 
qualification  in  respect  of  which  respectively 
he  will  be  registered,  and  shall  frame  his  claim 
accordingly." 

He  might  be  told  that  since  the  passage  of 
that  Aot  the  law  had  been  altered  altogether — 
that  persons  could  not  have  a  choice,  and  that 
they  must  register  in  the  district  in  which  they 
lived ;  but,  although  that  was  so,  it  showed 
that  the  Act  under  which  the  Government 
claimed  to  be  able  to  canvass  the  country  gave 
them  no  such  power.  It  put  the  matter  in 
the  hands  of  the  Registrar  and  the  elector 
solely,  and  not  in  the  hands  of  any  person 
who  might  be  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment. The  Government  had  acted  wrongly, 
then,  in  sending  these  canvassers  round  the 
country.  The  Colonial  Secretary  had  also 
said  that  a  previous  Administration,  when 
Sir  John  Hall  was  the  Premier,  acted  in  a 
similar  way ;  and  in  that  connection  be  would 
like  to  say  he  had  a  vague  remembrance  of  ex- 
pressing his  disapproval  of  suoh  a  course  being 
taken.  The  matter  of  registration  of  one's 
claim  to  vote  was  a  matter  for  the  elector 
himself.  If  a  person  wished-  to  have  his  name 
put  on  the  electoral  roll  he  was  perfectly  within 
his  right  in  having  it  placed  there ;  but  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  wished  to  take  no  part  in  a 
political  confiict,  it  was  grossly  impertinent 
for  any  person  to  intrude  himself  in  a  case  of 
that  kind  and  ask  the  elector  to  have  his  name 
placed  on  the  roll.  He  could  never  believe  that 
persons  selected  by  the  Government  to  canvass 
the  country  would  be  entirely  free  from  bias, 
and  that  thev  could  do  their  duty  impartially. 
He  admitted,  however,  that — in  his  own  dis- 
trict, for  example— the  m*-n  who  had  been 
selected  this  year  were  of  a  more  impartial  turn 
of  mind  than  some  who  performed  the  duty  in 
past  years ;  but,  although  that  was  so,  it  did 
not  alter  the  fact  that  persons  went  round  the 
country  to  do  this  work.  He  did  not  agree  at 
all  that  these  persons  should  so  act.  He 
wished  to  see  the  elections  fought  out  on  a 
fair  basis,  and  that  could  only  be  done  by  pre- 
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yoDtisg  in  every  way  any  interference  by  Minis- 
ter?. He  held  that  the  House  need  not  view 
the  matter  as  a  question  of  (arty  politics  at  all. 
They  should  all  desire  to  see  pure  election  of 
members  of  the  House,  and  that  could  surely 
be  got  by  the  Govemmcnt  abstaining  alto- 
gether from  interference  with  the  electors.  He 
thought  it  was  his  duty  to  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House,  so  that  if  any  honourable 
member  agreed  with  him  they  might  raise  their 
voice  with  him  in  protest  against  Government 
interference  in  the  election  of  members  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa)  was  veiy  glad 
indeed  the  question  had  been  brought  before 
the  attention  of  the  House.  He  had  again  and 
again  protested,  as  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
had  ju&t  done,  against  Government  interference 
in  the  matter.  In  the  election  of  1893,  for  the 
first  time,  the  present  Qoveinment  appointed 
persons  to  enrol  electors  in  this  manner.  A 
gentleman,  whom  he  would  presently  indicate, 
was  so  appointed,  and  went  round  the  Wai- 
rarapa electorate,  carefully  confining  his  atten- 
tion to  the  households  whom  he  well  knew  to 
be  Government  supporters.  In  one  case  he 
slipt  under  the  roof  of  a  family  in  which  there 
were  several  ladies  ^hose  names  he  knew  very 
well  had  never  been  on  the  roll,  that  being  the 
fitst  time  they  had  had  the  opportunity  of 
taking  part  in  an  election;  but  in  the  morn- 
ing he  departed  without  asking  whether  they 
wished  to  be  enrolled  or  not. 

Mr.  TANNEB.— And  yet  he  only  went  to  the 
Government  households? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  members  of  that 
household  were  known  to  the  canvasser  as 
Government  opponents.  And  what  was  his 
reward  for  such  conduct?  The  Gk3vernment 
appointed  him  as  the  Returning  Officer  for  the 
Wairarat  a  electorate  for  the  succeeding  eiecticn 
of  1896.  The  misconduct  cf  this  gentleman 
was  notorious  throughout  the  whole  district, 
and  yet  he  was  appointed  to  that  honourable 
offioe,  ignoring  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  who 
had  always  previously  acted  in  that  capacity. 

Mr.  CfARROLL.  ^  Who  was  the  Registrar 
who  appointed  him  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  was  the  Post- 
master,  who,  if  he  did  not  follow  the  wishes 
of  the  Government,  might  have  speedy  notice 
of  transfer  to  some  undesirable  district.  At 
any  rate,  this  gentleman  was  appointed  the 
Returning.  Officer,  and  so  misconducted  him- 
self in  that  position  that  he  had  to  admit 
on  oath,  in  the  Supreme  Court,  that  he  had 
filed  a  false  affidavit  in  connection  with  the 
election.  He  had  also  to  admit  having  refused 
the  nomination  of  a  candidate  for  Parliament, 
though  he  knew  that  he  was  acting  illegally ; 
in  fact,  he  knew  he  had  no  defence  whatever. 
The  Government,  however,  still  continued  him 
as  Returning  Officer  at  the  subsequent  election 
of  a  Licensing  Committee,  and  he  rejected  the 
nomination  of  two  candidates  after  consulting 
two  legal  gentlemen  of  high  standing  in  this 
city  as  to  whether  it  was  legal  to  reject  them 
or  not.  He  was  told  by  these  two  gentlemen 
that  the  law  had  been  changed,  and  that  the 
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nomination  of  these  two  candidates  ms  per- 
fectly in  order,  yet  he  rejected  them  beesose 
they  were  of  the  wrong  political  colouz.  Aiul 
what  was  the  result?  The  legality  o!  hit 
action  was  raised  before  the  Stipendiuy  Migii- 
trate,  the  election  of  the  Committee  dcelsttd 
null  and  vdid,  and  since  that  date  the  Stipw- 
diary  Magistrate  has  acted  in  lieu  of  ikt 
Committee.  He  would  now  come  to  a  compazft- 
tively  recent  period.  He  had  ascertained  thtt 
one  of  these  canvassers  to  put  names  on  Afr 
roll  had  the  hardihood  to  ask  a  man  vhelber 
he  was  a  Liberal,  before  he  took  down  hs 
name.  Another  of  these  canvassers,  witha 
his  own  knowledge—  a  different  man  altogetiia 
— had  also  put  the  same  question  before  he 
took  down  the  person's  name.  In  a  thiid 
case,  another  canvasser,  meeting  a  workisf- 
man  a  short  distance  from  a  settler's  borne* 
stead,  endeavoured  to  find  out  his  politiesl 
colour.  But  the  man  was  not  to  be  "  had,'' 
and  he  presently  a^ked  the  canvasser  whether 
he  meant  visiting  the  adjacent  homeitesd  t» 
ascertain  whether  there  were  any  names  to  be 
enrolled.  The  canvasser's  reply  was,  "l^otl. 
What  is  the  use  of  going  down  there?  Tbef 
are  all  strong  supporters  of  the  Opposition"; 
and  with  that  he  rode  away.    Those  wetefseto. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Give  us  the  name  of  tht 
man. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  did  not  desize  to 
injure  any  one,  and  joined  with  the  leadtf  of 
the  Opposition  in  his  strongest  protest  aguo^ 
any  Government  having  the  right,  throu^  the 
Registrars,  no  matter  who  they  might  be-|0* 
licemen.  Postmasters,  or  any  other  membenof 
the  community — to  appoint  canvassers  for  ea- 
rolling  names  in  the  corrupt  manner  he  bad 
described.  The  members  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  were  just  as  interested  as  himself  in 
this  matter,  because  the  present  Govenmeot 
would  not  sklways  remain  on  the  Kinistenal 
benches.  What  they  wanted  was  purity  of 
election,  and  not  such  scandals  as  he  had 
described.  He  therefore  appealed  to  membeii 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  to  view  this  matter 
without  any  regard  whatever  to  party,  and  to 
pass  a  resolution,  before  the  House  rises,  whieh 
would  effectively  prevent  any  Government  bet 
using  public  funds  for  such  purposes. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  they  bad  fss^ 
listened  to  a  speech  from  the  leader  of  tk* 
Opposition,  and  also  from  the  seconder  of  tbs 
motion  for  adjournment.  The  hoDooiabii 
member  had  concluded  with  a  gross  ohaf^* 
against  a  public  officer,  and  when  he  had  ssked 
for  the  name  of  the  officer,  so  that  the  officii 
might  be  fairly  judged,  he  had  refused  to  give 
it.  The  honourable  member  had  msde  a 
charge  against  the  Registrar  of  Electors  fox  his 
district. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— No.  I  have  not. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Registrar  of  Eleetoa 
was  responsible,  because  he  was  wholly  aofl 
solely  responsible  for  the  appointment  of  tbsse 
so-called  canvassers. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN— This  will  do. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  no  "thiswiU 
do  "  about  it.    The  honourable  gentlemaa  m 


1899.] 


Adjournment, 


[HOUSE.] 


Adjournment, 


499 


obiiged  Gk)vemment  officers  who  were  in  re- 
sponsible positions  with  having  been  parties  to 
nominating  partisans,  whilst  the  honourable 
member  at  the  same  time  said,  **  I  am  making 
no  charges,  and  will  not  give  any  names."  He 
would  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  he  had 
received  a  communication  from  a  settler  in 
liartinborough,  which  he  believed  was  in  his 
difltriot— a  man  holding  a  good  position — 
which  said  that  a  man  had  been  round  in 
that  district,  and  when  certain  names  of 
Udies  were  mentioned  who  wanted  to  be  put 
npon  the  roll  this  man  said,  '*  Oh,  no ;  if 
they  are  put  upon  the  roll  they  will  vote  for 
Hornsby;  I  am  looking  after  Buchanan.*' 
Now,  that  showed  that  the  public  officer  was 
distributing  his  favours  evenly.  When  they 
got  complaints  from  both  sides  in  a  district 
there  was  nothing  more  sure  than  that  the 
man  appointed  was  acting  impartially;  it 
proved  that  quite  clearly.  He  was  quite 
BQte  that  90  per  cent,  of  the  complaints 
that  reached  him  were  from  Liberals,  who 
complained  that  there  had  been  favoritism 
in  tne  selection  of  the  canvassers,  who  were 
in  favour  of  the  candidates  they  were  opposed 
to. 

Captain.  BUSSELL.— That  proves  that  the 
piinoiple  is  wrong. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  it  proved  nothing  of 
the  land ;  it  simply  proved  that  certain  people 
wanted  to  curry  favour  with  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  so  made  these  statements  with 
regard  to  the  men  who  were  paid  for  obtaining 
names  on  the  roll.  People  to  ingratiate  them- 
lelveiinthe  favour  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man told  him  these  little  fairy  stories.  What 
MaUy  were  the  chances  of  people  who  were 
placed  on  the  roll  exercising  their  votes  in  any 
puiicular  way  ?  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
nient  to  see  that  the  people  were  placed  on  the 
rolls;  and  if  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  or 
the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa,  would 
show  the  Government  any  other  way  of  seeing 
that  the  people  were  on  tne  rolls 

Mr.  BUGHANAN.~How  did  they  get  there 
before? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  did  not  get  there 
before;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not 
want  them  to-  get  there.  The  whole  cause  of 
Uie  trouble  was  that  the  people  were  now  going 
on  the  rolls ;  the  honourable  gentlemen  wanted 
their  particular  friends  there,  but  they  did  not 
want  the  whole  of  the  people  on  the  rolls, 
pme  and  again  the  compilation  of  the  rolls 
oad  not  been  complete,  and  the  honourable 
gentlemen  did  not  want  the  roUs  to  be  com- 
plete ;  they  did  not  trust  the  people ;  and  if  the 
P^le  were  not  on  the  rolls  they  could  not 
eiercise  their  votes.  He  preferred  to  see  every 
Person  who  was  duly  qualified  placed  on  the 
foil,  so  that  the  Government  might  be  judged 
»7  the  people  as  a  whole,  and  not  simply  by 
P^Ie^  who  were  on  the  rolls,  when  the  rolls 
were  in  an  imperfect  state  and  did  not  give 
the  voice  of  the  people  as  a  whole.  There 
^^1  he  thought,  nothing  so  disheartening, 
iod  nothing  could  be  more  disastrous  to  public 
lue  in  the  colony,  than  to  have  elections  run 


with  the  rolls  for  the  several  districts  in  an 
incomplete  state.  He  would  now  come  to 
what  had  been  said  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. He  said  that,  in  voting  this  money  under 
the  head  of  "  Electoral,"  he  was  not  acquainted 
with  the  fact  that  the  moneys  were  to  be  used 
for  this  purpose.  The  Government  had  not 
taken  the  country  by  surprise.  The  question 
was  asked  on  the  9th  August,  1898,  by  Mr. 
Houston,  "  Whether  any  steps  could  be  taken 
to  assist  the  Registrar  of  Electors  in  making 
inquiries  respecting  the  validity  of  claims  for 
enrolment  received  by  them,  and  whether  he 
will  give  instructions  to  the  Begistrars  to  have 
the  names  of  those  struck  ofi  the  rolls  re- 
instated?" Now,  at  that  time, — the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  was  not  present, — it  was  ad- 
mitted there  were  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
people  who  had  voted  at  the  last  election 
who  had  been  struck  off  the  rolls.  Very  well ; 
it  was  a  monstrous  proposition  that  people 
who  had  conformed  to  the  law,  and  who  had 
voted,  should  have  their  names  struck  ofi,  and 
that  no  steps  should  be  taken  to  put  them  on 
again.  Probably  he  would  be  told  that  they 
should  leave  that  to  the  people  themselves  ;  but, 
in  the  first  place,  the  people  concerned  knew 
nothing  about  it.  If  they  uked  for  the  number 
of  returned  letters  for  the  Gity  of  Wellington, 
they  would  find  there  was  a  parcel  of  them  about 
6  in.  high  and  1  ft.  square.  These  were  letters 
that  had  never  reached  the  persons  to  whom 
they  had  been  sent ;  and  yet,  when  they  came  to 
look  at  the  claims  later  on,  after  the  Registrar 
had  employed  these  persons,  strange  to  say, 
these  people's  claims  had  come  in,  though  the 
letters  of  notices  had  been  returned,  and  the 
people  had  been  struck  ofi  the  roll.  One  could 
not  express  an  opinion  upon  this  without  cast- 
ing a  reflection,  but  he  did  not  know  of  any 
explanation  that  could  be  given  of  it.  The 
Oolonial  Secretary,  in  reply  to  the  question, 
said, — 

**  No  doubt  the  question  was  a  very  important 
one,  and  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Government 
that  the  electoral  rolls  of  the  colony  for  the 
various  districts  should  be  as  alive  and  as  com- 
plete as  possible.  He  might  tell  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  regarding  the  first  part  of  the 
question,  that  the  police  had  been  instructed 
from  time  to  time  to  give  every  assistance  pos- 
sible in  their  power  to  the  Registrars  of  Elec- 
tors in  placing  men  upon  the  rolls,  and  also  to 
assist  in  the  identification  of  those  claiming 
enrolment.  They  would  be  of  considerable 
help  to  the  Registrars  of  Electors,  especially  in 
cases  where,  as  alluded  to  by  the  honourable 
gentleman,  there  were  bogus  claims  sent  in. 
The  Registrars  would  submit  the  names  sent 
in  for  enrolment  to  the  police  in  the  various 
localities  from  which  these  applications  came. 
He  would  have  great  pleasure  in  having  those 
instructions  reissued  to  the  police.  Now,  with 
regard  to  the  second  part  of  the  question,  he 
might  say  that  all  persons  whose  names  were 
struck  ofi  the  electoral  rolls  were  so  notified, 
and  forms  of  enrolment  were  sent  to  each  one 
of  them  so  struck  ofi,  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
again  apply  for  enrolment,  and  the  Registrar 
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had  power,  under  section  22  of  the  Act  of  1898, 
to  re- enrol  those  whom  he  considered  entitled 
to  he  placed  there.  Section  22  of  the  Act  reads 
as  follows : — 

<*  *  It  shall  he  the  duty  of  every  Registrar  to 
make  the  rolls  as  complete  as  possible,  and,  with 
that  object,  from  time  to  time  to  place  thereon, 
or  add  thereto,  the  name  of  eveiy  person  of 
whose  quaiificalion  as  an  elector  he  is  satisfied ; 
and  it  shall,  farther,  be  his  duty  to  assure  him- 
•elf  of  the  right  of  every  person  to  have  his 
Dame  retained  upon  the  roll.' 

**  Those  were  the  instructions  under  section 
22.  Now,  he  proposed  to  issue  a  circular  to  all 
Begistrars  of  Electors  in  the  colony  reminding 
them  oi  that  particular  section,  the  same  as 
was  done  in  the  year  1881  by  the  Gk>vemmeht 
then  in  power,  and  asking  them  to  act  there* 
under." 

Where  was  there  any  taking  the  House  hy 
surprise?  They  had  simply  deemed  it  to  be 
their  duty,  as  it  was  their  duty  to  see  that  the 
Act  was  complied  with.  First  of  all,  under 
section  11  of  the  Act  the  claimant  was  "  to 
tend  or  deliver  a  claim."  Why,  if  the  honour- 
able member's  contention  was  correct — that 
every  claimant  was  to  attend  in  person  with 
his  claim,  or  was  to  send  it  through  the  post- 
office — then  there  were  75  per  cent,  of  the 
Eeople  ndw  on  the  rolls  of  the  colony  who 
>gidly  had  no  right  to  be  there.  If  in  every 
case  they  must  either  deliver  personally  or 
send  through  the  poet,  then,  he  said,  75  per 
eent.  of  the  people  on  the  rolls  were  illegally 
there.  The  powers  of  the  Registrar  were  clear 
and  well  defined.  The  Registrar,  no  matter  how 
he  received  it,  within  five  days  after  its  receipt 
had  to  give  notice  if  it  was  questioned,  and  there- 
fore he  said,  that  being  so,  there  was  nothing 
whatever  in  that  contention.  He  would  also 
say  this  as  regards  the  Registrars  of  Electors 
and  the  appointment  of  these  canvassers:  As  far 
as  the  Government  were  concerned,  they  knew 
pretty  well  that  at  least  75  per  cent:  of  the 
Begistrars  of  the  colony  were  opposed  to  the 
Government;  but  they  considered  that,  as 
public  servants,  the  Registrars  would  be  care- 
ful in  the  selection  of  those  they  employed  to 
put  people  on  the  roll;  and  they  trusted  to 
them,  and  their  faith  hid  been  proved  to  be 
well  founded,  because  of  the  seventy-four  elec- 
torates he  believed  that  from  not  half  a  dozen 
had  any  complaints  been  made  as  to  the  selec- 
tion of  the  men  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
work  was  done.  The  result  of  what  they  had 
done  was  that  at  least  forty  thousand  people, 
he  should  say,  had  been  put  on  the  roUs  of  the 
colony. 

An  Hon.  MBMBBB.~What  was  the  cost  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  supposed  the  cost  would  be 
about  £8,000.  He  would  like  to  see  people, 
knowing  the  great  responsibility  upon  them, 
put  themselves  on  the  roll,  and  save  the  State 
this  expense ;  but  he  regretted  to  say  there  were 
very  many  people  who  did  not  take  an  interest 
in  this  matter  except  just  prior  to  the  election, 
as  was  the  case  at  preeent  in  the  City  of  Wel- 
lingt-^n.  The  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Duthie)  would  no  doubt  tel  them 
Mr.  Seddon 


that  there  were  numbers  of  people  who  had 
not  been  enrolled  in  Wellington,  although  the 
Oovernment  had,  by  the  means  which  wen 
being  taken  exception  to,  put  between  foor  end 
five  thousand  people  on  the  roll  here ;  snd  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  action  taken  the  nD 
would  have  been  in  a  much  worse  state.  Aihe 
had  said,  under  the  law — and  there  had  been  ao 
alteration  of  it — similar  action  had  been  tska 
by  Sir  John  Hall  when  he  was  Premier;  and  N 
maintained  it  was  the  duty  of  Registrars  to  pot 
the  names  of  those  people  on  the  roll  wIhb 
they  were  satisfied  were  legally  entitled  to  Toh; 
and  if  the  Registrars  asked  for  assistance,  ortki 
Government  authorised  them  to  get  assistaBoe, 
he  said  it  was  the  duty  of  the  State  to  proridi 
that  assistance. 

Mr.  MORRISOK  (Oaversbam)  need  not  lay 
he  was  surprised  at  the  attitude  adopted  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  that  afternoon  in  mo?- 
ing  the  adjournment  of  the  House  on  aqneitkn 
of  this  'description.  He  supposed  it  was  part  o( 
the  same  old  game^to  fritter  away  thetimsof 
the  House  as  much  as  possible ;  bot  al  tlie 
same  time,  personally,  he  was  very  pleassd  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  giving  one  or  two  of  bii 
experiences  in  regard  to  the  tactics  that  hid 
been  pursued  by  the  paid  oanvaesen  of  ^ 
Opposition  in  elections  within  these  last  fiN 
years.  He  was  not  going  to  follow  theexaaole 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa,  m 
gave  them  some  imaginary  cases  and  stattd  k 
could  prove  them — that  he  would  fumiib  te 
names  if  necessary.  He  supposed  thatM' 
ment  was  on  all-fours  with  the  charges  lUdi 
the  honourable  gentleman  last  session  leidM 
against  the  Telegraph  Department,  to  the«M 
that  no  telegram  could  go  through  the  oAn 
without  its  being  made  publto ;  and  then,  whM 
the    honourable   member  was    ohallengad  to 

Srove  his  assertion,  he  immediately  badrsd 
own.  The  honourable  member  was  dmB%  tks 
same  thing  that  afternoon.  His  expeiwnee  in 
connection  with  paid  canvassers  in  Wellington 
— and  he  would  furnish  the  names  if  neoeiMxy 
— was  this :  At  the  last  by-election  foe  Wel- 
lington Suburbs  a  canvasser,  who  was  casfaai- 
ing  in  the  interests  of  the  Opposition,  waited 
on  a  friend  of  his  at  his  house,  and  asked  if 
they  were  on  the  roll.  The  reply  was,  No; 
they  were  not  on  the  roll.  Some  coBveisation 
ensued,  and  the  canvasser  said,  ''I  enppoit 
you  are  going  to  vote  for  So-and-so,"  namisg 
the  Opposition  candidate.  He  might  say  it 
was  a  lady  who  replied.  The  lady  said,  "No; 
certainly  not.  We  are  all  Government  peo|de 
in  this  House."  And  when  the  canvasserfoQJBd 
out  they  were  Oovernment  people  he  leftvitii- 
out  enrolling  the  lady  or  leaving  any  enrohneBt 
papers  at  the  house.  Such  were  the  taeties 
pursued  by  the  Opposition  at  the  last  WelHsg- 
ton  suburban  election.  That  was  not  as 
imaginary  story.  He  would  give  the  naoMi 
if  necessary.  A  great  deal  of  capital  had 
been  made  by  the  Opposition  over  the  M 
that  the  Oovernment  had  instructed  tbe  Regi'' 
trara  throughout  the  colony  to  appomt  eas- 
vassers  to  go  round  and  put  people  on  tbe  roll^ 
Why  should  not  the  Government  do  thii' 


1899.] 


Adjournment, 


[HOUSE.] 


Adjournment. 


001 


Thaj  knaw  perfeotly  well  fehat  a  oiroolar  was 
imed  by  Sir  John  Hall  in  1879  or  1880  in- 
•traoting  the  polioe  to  go  round  and  enrol  every 
peraoD  entitled  to  vote  in  the  colony.  If  it  was 
neoMBaiy  in  1879  or  1880  that  the  police  of  the 
eolony  should  receive  official  instructions  to  go 
loood  and  place  people  on  the  rolls  on  a  limited 
electoral  qualification,  how  much  more  was  it 
neoeisary  now  in  1899,  under  a  broader  fran- 
ebiee,  for  the  Registrars  of  the  colony  to  be 
iostracted  to  appoint  persons  for  the  purpose 
of  going  from  house  to  house  to  get  people  on 
the  rolls  ?  He  maintained  that,  if  such  a  ne- 
eessity  existed  in  1879  or  1880  under  a  limited 
franchise,  it  was  very  much  more  pressing  now 
under  the  wider  franchise.  The  leader  of  the 
Opposition  had  been  very  emphatic  in  de- 
Boanoing  the  expenditure  incurred  in  connec- 
tion with  these  canvassers,  and  had  pointed  out 
that  it  was  their  money  that  had  been  expended 
in  placing  people  on  the  rolls.  He  thought  the 
boDOurable  gentleman,  in  a  speech  he  delivered 
at  Hawera  a  few  months  ago,  laid  claim  to  the 
fact  that  this  Government  was  extracting  too 
much  lazation  from  the  masses.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  said  that  the  masses  were  paying 
loo  much  taxation  on  the  necessaries  of  life, 
and  in  other  directions.  Now,  here  was  the 
faot :  This  money,  according  to  the  honourable 
genUeman's  own  argument,  had  been  excraoted 
from  the  pockets  of  the  masses,  and  was  now 
being  expended  in  the  protection  of  their  in- 
tcte^.  How  were  the  working-people  going 
to  get  on  the  roll  according  to  his  honourahle 
faiuid'i  ideas  of  procedure  ? 

An  Hon.  Mibmbbb. — He  doos  not  want  them 
OD  the  loU. 

Kr.  MORRISON  said  he  knew  the  honour- 
^  gentleman  did  not  want  them  enrolled. 
He  believed  the  honourable  gentleman,  if  he 
8^9  atteranoe  to  his  true  feeUngs,  would  stand 
tip  and  advooate  the  electoral-right  system,  and 
tbe  abolition  of  voting  at  the  polling-booth  at 
sU.  The  whole  thing  would  be  worked  out  in 
the  naclour  after  the  servants  had  cleared  |bway 
tb«  dinner-dishes.  He  asked  bow  working-men 
were  going  to  be  enrolled  unless  the  Registrars 
leot  round  canvassers.  The  Registrar's  Office 
wae  only  open  from  nine  to  five,  and  during 
those  hours  the  working-man  and  members  of 
the  family  who  had  a  right  to  vote  were  en- 
SH^ed  at  their  employment,  while  the  wife  was 
stkending  to  her  domestic  duties ;  and  on  the 
Saturday  half-holiday  the  Registrar's  Office 
WAS  closed.    How  could  that  man,  therefore, 

St  an  opportunity  of  nutting  himself,  wife,  and 
mily  on  the  roll  unless  there  was  some  such 
^opportunity  afiorded  as  was  given  by  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Government  to  the  Registrars  ? 
Ai  far  as  Government  interference  with  the 
^gistrars  was  concerned,  they  had  never  inter- 
^(od ;  and  he  was  not  aware  that  a  member  of 
parliament  had  ever  interfered  with  Registrars. 
He  had  been  approached  by  some  foolish 
P^ple  who  ran  away  with  the  idea  that  this 
work  of  going  round  was  one  in  which  they 
^Qld  ask  a  member  of  Parliament  to  interfere. 
He  had  been  asked  to  go  to  the  Registrar  and 
leooDunend  people  for  appointment  as  canvas- 


sers. He  had  replied,  **I  will  do  nothing  of 
the  kind.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it  at  all« 
You  con  go  and  eee  Mr.  Hall  yourself,  and  if 
he  is  satisfied  with  your  qualifications  he  may 
appoint  you ;  but,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
am  not  going  to  lift  my  little  finger.  I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  matter,  and  I  do  not 
want  to  interfere."  With  regard  to  (he  charge 
levelled  at  the  canvassers,  that  they  only  went 
to  certain  houses,  he  considered  that  assertion 
untenable.  They  had  the  statements  made  hj 
the  honourable  member  for  Bruce  as  againat 
the  statements  made  by  the  hoaourable  mem- 
ber for  Wairarapa 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.-It  is  a  fact. 

Mr.  MORRISON  said  he  was  going  to  give 
the  honourable  member  facts,  if  he  would  only 
listen  to  them.  With  regard  to  the  statement 
about  canvassers  only  going  to  certain  houses, 
they  had  the  assurance  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Bruce  that  he  and  his  family 
were  waited  on  by  a  canvasser  in  th^  City  oif 
Dunedin,  and  he  resented  the  man's  assistance. 
He  (Mr.  Morrison)  knew  something  connected 
with  that  question.  If  the  member  for  Waira- 
rapa wanted  any  fuller  confirmation  of  the 
statement  he  was  now  making,  he  would  sug- 
gest to  that  honourable  gentleman  that  he 
should  apj^y  to  his  left-hand  supporter,  the 
member  for  Bruce,  Mr.  James  Allen.  There 
was  another  point,  with  regard  to  the  people 
who  had  been  struck  off  the  roll.  He  had 
had  conversations  with  several  persons  who 
had  been  Assistant  Returning  Officers  at  the 
general  election,  and  he  found  that  a  large 
number  of  his  own  electors  at  the  last 
general  election  were  struck  off  — men  and 
women  who  he  knew  himself  had  voted-* 
and  he  was  surprised.  Now,  he  would  give 
the  House  the  explanation  he  received,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  to  be  fairly  feasible.  It  was 
this :  In  a  rush  of  electors  at  a  polling-booth 
the  Assistant  Returning  Officers  and  polling- 
clerks  were  very  busy.  A  person  came  forward 
and  gave  his  name :  "  John(Jones,  No.  so-and-eo 
on  the  roll."  The  result  was  that  when  he  gave 
in  his  name  the  Assistant  Returning  Officer 
handed  him  his  voting-paper,  but  forgot  to  tick 
him  off  the  roll.  That  forgetfulness  on  the  putt 
of  the  Assistant  Returning  Officer  aocounted 
for  his  name  not  being  included  amongst  the 
numbers  who  had  voted.  That  was  the  ex- 
planation he  had  received,  and  no  doubt  it 
accounted  for  the  large  number  of  people  who 
were  struck  off  the  rolls  after  the  elections. 
It  showed  the  necessity  of  the  Returning^ 
Officers  being  specially  warned  to  appoint 
to  the  various  polling-booths  competent  As- 
sistant Returning  Officers  and  polling-clerks. 
If  the  Returning  Officer  had  not  competent 
assistents,  smart  with  their  pen  and  clear  with 
their  heads,  when  a  rush  of  electors  took  plaoe 
great  confusion  ensued,  and  if  the  names  were 
not  ticked  off  the  voters  were  struck  off  the 
roll.  The  elector  struck  off  felt  annoyed*  and 
was  put  to  the  trouble  and  inconvenience  of 
having  his  name  reinserted.  He  thought  the 
object-lesson  the  Premier  had  received  withiff 
the  last  few  days  should  be  a  ls6eon<  to  him. 
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In  a  large  number  of  electoral  distrioto  the 
rolli  were  pretty  well  completed,  the  canvassers 
had  finished  their  duties,  and  the  rolls  were 
ready  to  be  written  out  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  printer.  The  Premier  should 
issue  instructions  to  BecistrarB,  where  the  rolls 
were  completed,  that  they  should  be  written 
up  in  alphabetical  order  at  as  early  a  date  as 
possible  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  printer, 
so  that  when  the  election  arrived  there  would 
he  neither  delay  nor  confusion.  A  suggestion 
bad  just  been  made  to  him  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Oamaru  that  a  copy  of  the  roll, 
after  being  printed,  should  be  placed  in  the 
various  post-offices  of  the  colony,  so  that  per- 
sons could  see  whether  they  were  on  the  roU  or 
not. 

An  Hon.  Mkvbee. — It  is  done  now. 

Mr.  MORRISON  said  it  was  not  always  done. 
The  roU  was  always  kept  in  the  Registrar's 
room,  but  he  never  found  it  hanging  up  in  the 
Post-office  at  Dunedin.  It  might  be  there, 
hut  he  had  not  seen  it.  It  might  be  that 
the  rolls  were  originally  hung  up,  but  he  sup- 
posed that  by-and-by  they  quietly  disappeared. 
He  had  intended  to  deal  with  another  ques- 
tion, which  the  honourable  member  for  Wal- 
lace had  placed  upon  the  Order  Paper — that 
was  in  connection  with  classification  in  schools ; 
but  he  had  not  now  an  opportunity  of  going 
into  it,  as  his  time  was  very  nearly  up.  He 
would  merely  remark  that  a  good  deal  could  be 
said  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  question — as 
against  freedom  of  classification.  If  they  al- 
lowed freedom  of  classification,  they  were  going 
to  allow  every  schoolmaster  to  be  an  authority 
unto  himself.  A  child  might  pass  from  one 
schoolmaster  to  another,  and  the  one  he  went 
to  would  say,  *'  What  standard  were  you  in?  " 
The  child  would  repl^,  **  I  was  in  the  Fifth,  sir." 
The  schoolmaster  might  try  him  and  say,  '*  You 
are  not  as  good  as  some  boys  in  my  Fourth." 
If  freedom  of  classification  were  allowed  on 
these  lines,  I  do  not  think  it  would  tend  to 
improve  our  educational  system;  but  if  the 
Inspector  had  the  right  to  examine  into  what 
the  schoolmaster  had  done  in  promoting  pupils, 
that  would  help  to  remove  the  difficulty.  There 
was  not  time  at  his  disposal  now  to  go  into  the 
question,  but  he  hoped  a  discussion  would  take 
place  on  it  before  the  end  of  the  session. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea)  had  only  time 
to  remark  that  the  Premier  could  scarcely  feel 
under  any  obligation  to  his  supporter  (Mr. 
Morrison),  who  had  devoted  his  time  to  prov- 
ing that  the  expenditure  of  public  money  now 
being  made  in  canvassing  for  names  to  be 
added  to  the  rolls  was  intended — in  some  elec- 
torates, at  least — for  the  purpose  of  placing 
electors  on  the  rolls  who  would  support  his 
side  of  the  House.  That  was  the  whole  burden 
of  the  honourable  member's  argument.  Now, 
the  objection  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
was  to  the  employment  of  paid  canvassers, 
no  matter  what  their  political  proclivities 
might  be.  Section  22  of  the  Electoral  Act 
did  not  support  his  contention.  It  was  a 
general  clause,  having  for  its  object  the  com- 
pletion  of  the  rolls.     For  that  purpose  the 
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Registrar  was  to  add  the  name  of  every  pecaoa 
of  whose  qualification  as  an  elector  he  waa  satis- 
fied.   Hie  Act  elsewhere  provided  the  means 
whereby  the   Registrar  should   be  satisfied— 
namely,  by  Investigating  the  allegations  mads 
in  claims  for  enrolment.    The  seotion  migkt 
also  extend  to  rectifying  mistakes  by  reinskit- 
ing  names  improperly  taken  off  through  mis- 
takes made  in  the  polling-booths.    The  saetiflD 
went  on  to  declare  that  the  Registrar  shoiM 
also  assure  himself  of  the  right  of  every  penos 
to  have  his  name  retained  upon  the  roll,   ffai 
section  gave  a  general  supervising  power,  M 
was  never  intended  to  be  applied  in  the  way  il 
was  now  being  employed. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  o'clock   having 
arrived,  Mr.  Sfbakeb  left  the  chair. 

HOnSB  BBSniCED. 

Mr.  Spsakbb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-psst 
seven  o'clock. 

CONTEMPT  OP  COURT  BIUL. 
-  oQ         Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston).— Sir,  I 
'    only  intend  to  move  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill  pro  forma,  for   two   reasona 
First,  I  think  it  is  a  Bill  that  should  go  befi«t 
the  Statutes  Revision  Committee,  as  that  is 
the  Committee  most  competent  to  deal  witk  s 
measure  of  this  kind,  and  it  has  been  before  H 
in  previous  years ;  and  there  is  another  resMO 
— that  the  measure  immediately  foUowiagai 
the  Order  Paper — the  Absolute  Majority  B^— 
is  of  such  great  importance  that,  seeiDg  tkis  is 
the  last  session  before  the  general  6lectioiL,tb 
would  not  be  fair  on  my  part  to  do  anything  to 
block  its  progress.    The  Contempt  of  donrt  Bill 
has  been  before  the  House  for  three  seesions. 
It  was  read  a  second  time  in  1897,  and  was 
referred  to  the  Statutes  Revision  Committee; 
and  a  peculiar  thing  happened  to  it  in  the  fol- 
lowing year.     Most  honourable  members  will 
remember  that  during  the  first  four  weeks  of 
last  session  I  was  unable  to  be  present,  mad 
I  believe  even  a  Government  Whip  spoke  of  me 
as  a  "  dead  pair."    Evidently  the  QovamineBt 
must  have  been  of  that  opinion,  because,  vdisn 
I  procured  a  copy  from  the  Printing  Offiee  of 
the  measure  I  introduced,  on  the  front  page 
appeared  the  name  of  the  Hon.  T.  Thompson ; 
and,  more  than  that,  this  very  measure  was 
read  a  first  time,  at  the  instance  of  the  Minis- 
ter of  Education,  in  the  Upper  House  dnriog 
last  session.    I  was  rather  pleased  at  this  ap- 
preciation on  the  part  of  the  Oovemment,  and 
I  went  to  the  Minister  of  Justioe^very  Idol- 
ishly  I  admit  now  —  and  congratulated  him 
upon  his  prescience  in  recognising  a  good  mea- 
sure, and  thanked  him  for  doing  his  best  to  get 
a  law  so  admirable  on  the  statute-book.    He 
did  not  appear  to  be  aware  that  the  measom 
was  the  same  as  I  introduced,  until  I  oonvineed 
him,  by  a  comparison  with  my  measure,  tlial 
the  only  difference  between  the  two  was  that 
there  was  a  more  distinguished  name  substi- 
tuted for  mine  on  the  front  page.    But,  unfor- 
tunately, I  had  made  a  mistake  in  pointing  that 
out,  because  from  that  day  to  this  the  Minis- 
ter never  made  any  attempt  to  get  the  measuie 
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ptaaed ;  and  mj  friends  said  if  I  had  only  kept 
^aiet  the  Aot  would  very  probably  have  been 
on  the  statute-book  before  Ministers  had  dis- 
eovered  that  they  had  adopted  somebody  else's 
measare.     8till,  I  think  the  very  fact  that  the 
Government  adopted  the  measure  is  sufficient 
to  prove  to  the  House  that  there  is  soma  merit 
in  it;  and  when  we  consider  the  state  of  the 
law,  or,  rather,  the  fact  that  there  is  very  little 
law  dealing  with  the  very  important  offence  of 
contempt  of  Court,  honourable  members  will,  I 
think,  agree  with  me  that  it  is  necessary  some- 
thing should  be  done.    The  measure  is,  to  a 
vexy  large  extent,  a  copy  of  a  similar  measure 
Introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  in  1888 
by  Lord    Selboroe,  and    in    introducing    the 
measure  then  he  dwelt  on  the  necessity  for 
having  some  control  over  the  acts  of  Judges 
in   regard   to    punishment    for    contempt    of 
Oourt.    While  this  measure  to  a  great  extent 
codifies  the  offence  and  punishment,  it  also 
affords  what  I  think  is   necessary — the  right 
of  appeal,  to  anybody  who  is  aggrieved  by  pun- 
ishment awarded  by  the  Judge,  to  a  superior 
Court,   and    gives   them   the   opportunity   of 
questioning   the  justice  of  the  decision.    The 
pnnishment  under  the  Aot  is  limited  to  six 
months'  imprisonment.    At  the  present  time  a 
Sapreme  Court  or  District  Judge  may  imprison 
for  life,  and  may  fine  to  any  amount.     The 
power  to  fine  is  limited  to  £100.     I  think  a 
OAiefal  inspection  of  the  Bill  will    convince 
honourable  members  that  it  is  a  measure  in 
the  intorests  of  the  people  of  the  colony.    It  is 
a  WQll*thought-out  one,  and  one  that,  at  any 
take,  deserves  the  earnest  consideration  of  all 
those  who    believe    that  no   man  should    be 
ponisfaed  for  an  alleged  offence  without  having 
4he  right  to  appeal  against  it. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

ABSOLUTE  MAJOBITY  BILL. 
Mr.  Mcl7AB  (Mataura).— Sir,  the  last 
speaker  reminded  me  that  this  was  the 
session  before  a  general  election,  when,  if 
there  is  any  necessity  at  all  for  a  measure 
such  as  this,  that  necessity  ought  to  be 
brought  before  honourable  members.  We,  I 
thuk,  are  all  agreed  that  in  connection  with 
the  exercise  of  the  franchise  in  this  colony 
there  is  any  amount  of  room  for  improvement. 
Ope  has  only  to  look  at  the  Order  Paper :  you 
will  find  measures  dealing  with  the  Hare  sys- 
tem, a  second  ballot,'and  the  Bill  I  now  hold 
in  my  hand.  This  measure  does  not  seek  to 
Introduce  into  the  method  of  selection  of  mem- 
bers of  the  House  any  other  system  of  voting 
than  the  one  in  operation  at  the  present  time 
—I  mean  by  any  other  system  than  that  the 
elector  shall  have  one,  and  only  one,  vote.  But 
the  point — the  difficult  point  which  this  mea- 
tore  seeks  to  get  over  is  this.  I  will  give  an 
illustration  from  my  own  oase,  because  I  do 
not  care  for  referring  to  individual  electorates 
when  discussing  a  measure  such  as  this,  for 
1«ar  of  reflection-Hiuite  unintentional  on  my 

? art— on   the  member   for   that    electorate, 
will  therefore  take  my  own  case.    When  I 
first  came  to  the  House,  in  1898,  there  was  a 


point  such  as  a  measure  of  this  kind  would 
have  removed.  At  that  election  the  declara- 
tion of  the  poll  was  as  follows : — 

McKab,  B 1,415 

Richardson,  G.  F 1,296 

Christie  J 870 

This  gave  me  a  declared  majority  of  119  votes. 
But  honourable  members  will  notice  that,, 
while  I  polled  1,415  votes,  there  were  polled, 
against  me  no  less  than  1,666.  Now,  I  waa 
returned  as  member.  Honourable  members 
will  see  that  if  the  gentleman  who  occupied 
the  third  position  on  the  poU  belonged  to  the 
same  side  of  politics  as  myself  it  would  have 
meant,  other  things  being  equal,  that  my 
majority  would  have  been  increased  by  some 
870.  On  the  other  hand,  had  the  third  can- 
didate belonged  to  the  same  side  of  politics  as 
the  gentleman  second  at  the  poll  it  would  have 
meant  that,  in  place  of  my  securing  a  majority 
of  119  votes  and  my  opponent  being  defeated,  my 
opponent  would  have  secured  a  majority  of  251, 
and  that  I  should  have  been  the  defeated  candi- 
date. I  suppose  we  both  did  what  other  mem- 
bers do  in  a  case  like  that— both  sides  claimed 
the  votes  of  the  third  man.  I  claimed  that 
the^  would  have  come  to  me,  and  my  opponent 
clamied  that  they  would  have  gone  to  him. 
When  the  next  general  election  came  round,  in 
1896,  there  were  again  the  same  candidates, 
except  that  the  thivd  man  had  dropped  out. 
On  that  occasion  my  opponent,  Mr.  Richard- 
son, secured  2,051  votes,  while  I  seoufed 
1,850,  being  defeated  by  201  votes ;  which, 
so  far  as  figures  go  to  prove,  would  show  that 
in  1898  the  seat  was  won  by  the  votes  of  one 
side  being  divided  between  two  candidates. 
And  that  is  what  has  happened  in  this  House 
at  every  general  election,  and  what  has  hap- 
pened at  a  great  many  by-elections.  In  1896, 
at  the  general  election,  I  find  that  in  no  less 
than  sixteen  different  constituencies  there  were 
members  returned  to  this  House  who  had  not 
secured  a  majority  of  the  votes  polled  at  the 
polling-booth.  This  is  not  confined  only  to 
country  electorates,  although  it  is  from  a 
country  electorate  I  have  drawn  my  illustra- 
tion. It  is  more  peculiar  to  the  towns  than 
to  the  country.  Our  lar^e  centres,  such  as 
Auckland,  Wellington,  Chnstchurch,  and  Dun- 
edin,  have  the  same  story  to  tell.  I  do  not 
know  why  it  is  that  Christchuroh  seems  to 
be  more  afflicted  with  this  complaint  than  any 
one  of  the  other  centres,  but  at  the  last  genertu 
election  the  three  members  who  were  returned 
for  that  constituency  were   in  the  following 

position : — 

Votes  for.     Votes  against. 

No.  1      ..  ..     6,670  8,686 

No.  2      ..  ..     6,940  9,166 

No.  8      ..  ..     5,445  9,661 

If  you  add  up  these  figures  you  will  see  that, 
while  there  were  17,956  votes  polled  for  the 
three  candidates,  by,  we  will  say,  6,985  electors, 
there  were  27,863  votes  polled  against  them  by 
9,121  electors :  in  other  words,  that  there  were 
no  less  than  9,408  votes  polled  in  that  city  for 
the  unsuccessful  candidates  more  than  were 
polled  for  the  successful  ones.    Beduoing  that 
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down  to  electors,  you  find  that  there  were  3,186 
electors  voted  lor  the  unsucoessful  oandidfttes 
more  than  the  niunber  of  electors  who  voted 
for  the  successfol  candidates.  Now,  let  as  just 
see  for  a  moment  what  this  position  discloses. 
In  this  House  the  question  of  the  ezttnsion  of 
the  franchise  has  been  fought  out  session 
after  session,  and  we  now  congratulate  our- 
selves on  having  got  a  universal  franchise. 
But,  Sir,  while  we  nominally  CDJoy  the  right 
of  the  universal  franchise,  here  in  one  city  in 
the  colony  alone,  the  electors  of  which  exer- 
cise the  franchise,  no  less  than  3,186  of  them 
bad  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  result 
of  the  election — that  being  the  number  of 
electors  who  voted  for  the  misucoessful  can- 
didates over  and  above  the  number  who  voted 
for  the  sucoessful  ones.  The  result  of  the 
election  for  the  City  of  Ghristchnroh  would 
not  have  been  altered  if  these  8,136  electors 
had  never  received  the  franchise.  The  result 
of  that  election  would  not  have  been  affected 
if  those  8,186  electors  had  never  been  residents 
in  the  colony — had  never  even  been  British 
subjects.  And  what  I  want  honourable  mem- 
bers to  notice  is  that,  while  we  have  a  sys- 
tem of  franchise  which  gives  a  vote  to  every 
man  and  woman  in  this  colony,  we  have 
such  a  peculiar  system  of  the  recording  of 
votes  at  the  polls  that  there  are  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  those  elector9that  never  get  any 
lay  at  all.  Very  well ;  I  say  that  we  ought  to 
so  amend  our  laws  as  to  get  over  that  defect, 
ana  the  Bill  which  is  now  before  us  for  discus- 
sion this  evening  is  a  Bill  which  seeks  to  re- 
move that  anomaly.  It  seeks  to  remove  it 
in  the  following  way:  We  know  that  the 
difficulty  of  having  three  candidates  for  a 
single  electorate  would  have  been  avoided 
had  the  third  candidate  at  the  last  moment 
retired  from  the  poll  and  left  the  oontest  to 
take  place  between  the  other  two;  and  the 
Absolute  Majority  Bill,  which  I  now  hold  in 
my  hand,  fallows  out  these  lines.  It  allows 
the  eaodidate  to  go  to  the  poll ;  it  allows  him 
to  get  as  manv  votes  from  the  eieotors  as  he 
possibly  can  ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  mfeUkes 
provision  that,  if,  when  the -result  of  the  ballot 
is  obtained,  he  should  be  at  the  bottom  of  the 
oU,  a  system  of  counting  is  introduced  which 
as  ezaotly  the  same  effect  as  though  that 
candidate  had  never  been  nominated.  It 
takes  his  name  out  of  the  list  altogether  for 
a  second  count.  It  is  said  that  this  system 
introduces  secondaiy  votes.  That  is  a  mis- 
take. It  introduces  no  secondary  votes;  it 
only  givea  to  an  elector  in  a  single  electorate 
one,  single  vote,  but  it  allows  that  vote  to  be 
transferred  from  one  person  on  to  another.  It 
allows  the  vote  to  be  transferred  exactly  the 
same  as  would  happen  in  a  second  ballot  or  a 
second  election  with  the  man  who  was  at  the 
bottom  of  the  poll  standing  out  of  the  contest, 
and  all  those  who  had  voted  for  that  man  mak- 
ing a  fresh  choice  out  of  the  names  that  are  left. 
I  have  two  other  illustrations  I  want  to  give  the 
House  to  show  honourable  members  it  is  more 
common  than  might  be  implied  by  simply  taking 
the  Mataura  contest  of  1898  or  the  Ghristohurch 
Mr,  McNab 
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Oity  election  of  1896.  At  another  oontest  in  188$ 
there  were  five  candidates.   A  seouied  890  votes, 
B  secured  655,  0  645,  D  510,  and  E  500  vot«, 
There  you  see  the  result  of  the  oontsst  mi|bt 
have  been  altered  to  a  veiy  great  extent  hid 
there  been  a  system  which  would  have  in  ths 
end  reduced  the  contest  to  a  oontest  betrces 
two  or   three   men.    Then,  we  have  snotlbflr 
electorate.    In  the  year  1896,  when  the  dedas' 
tion  of  the  poll  took  place,  it  was  as  follovi.'i 
secured  1,182.  B  1,146,  and  G  1,065.    Well,]pi 
can  see  that  if  0  had  combined  his  forces  «tk 
B  there  would  have  been  a  majority  of  alocfi^ 
two  to  one  against  A,  the  person  who  undectb 
present  system   was  deckured    to  be  elMtoi 
Had  they  not  joined  their  forces,  but  distii- 
buted  their  votes  in  a  proportion  that  would 
have  thrown  more  of  C's  votes  to  B,  B  wooU 
have  won  the  contest  easily,  under  the  system 
now  brought  forward  for  the  oonsidentioo  d 
members   by   the   Absolute   Majority  Bill  I 
will  refer  honourable  members  to  the  printfld 
copy  of  the  Bill,  which  has  been  distnlnrtid, 
and  to  the  system  of  election  as  described  is 
that  paper.    When  coming  up  to  the  openiii^ 
of  session  at  Wellington  I  addresaed  a  nMSRqg 
in  the  City  of  Christchuroh  on  this  nme  sub- 
ject, and  before  I  sit  down  I  will  give  io  lb 
House  the  results  of  the  election  which  took 
place  at  the  end  of  my  address.    In  the  p^ 
that  is  placed  before  honooratble  memben^ 
election  is  supposed  to  be   tsbking  plate  ftr 
the  first  Premier  of  Australia,  and  ibfli « 
nominated  for  that  position   the  PrentnoS 
four  Australian  colonies — ^namely,  Reid,  Kid^^ 
ton,  Braddon,>md  Turner.    The  names  oi  tbai 
are  placed  upon  the  ballot-paper,  and  nadsi 
the  system  which  this  Bill  lays  down  tMiy 
elector  is  called  upon  to  vote  in  exastlyttft 
same   manner  as   at  Idbe  present  Uma.  He 
strikes  out  three  of  these  names,  leaviag  t^ 
man  of  his  choice,  exactly  the  seune  as  t^ 
mannerof  voting  at  the  peseenc  time.    Hewi» 
where  the  novelty  is  introduoed  into  the  sys- 
tem of  voting.    After  he  Ims  struck  oat  tke 
three  names  he  does  not  desire  to  vote  for  in 
the  first  instance,  he  records  against  eaoh  one 
of  those  names  the  order  in  whioh  he  desiiM 
that  his  vote  shall  be  transferred  in  the  evsst 
of  the  man  of  his  choice  being  at  the  bcttom  of 
the  poll.    I  will  give  a  typical  ballot-paper:- 

Reid,  2 

Kingston,  ^  1 
Braddon. 

Turmr.  8 

[The  najuea  in  italics  are  struek  oot] 

In  this  typical  ballot-paper  supplied  to  bonoiff* 
able  members  they  will  see  that  the  eleolor  is* 
this  case  desires  that,  if  Braddon  is  at  the  foot 
of  the  poll  and  the  leading  mm  has  not 
secured  an  absolute  majority,  his  vote  sball 
then  be  transferred  to  Kingston ;  that  if  Kiop* 
ton  on  the  second  count  is  found  to  be  at  tlM 
bottom  of  the  poll,  and  they  requite  to  fasw 
a  still  further  ballot,  his  vote  shall  be  trans- 
ferred to  Reid,  Turner  being  third  man.  Ko»i 
I  want  honourable  members  to  notloe  that  at- 
this  stage 
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do: 


An  Hon.  Mbmbkb. — What  happens  if  Brad- 
don  is  second  on  the  poll? 

Mr.  MoNAB. — If  Braddon  is  second  on  the 
11  his  votes  are  not  tonofaed,  because  Brad- 
on's  votes  do  not  require  to  be  distribnted. 
The  person  whose  votes  require  to  be  dis- 
tributed is  the  person  at  the  bottom  of  the 
poll.  Here,  aa  I  was  showing,  the  duties  of  the 
elector  cease.  He  has  nothing  more  to  do  with 
the  baJlot-paper.  What  has  got  to  be  done 
after  that  has  to  be  done  bj  the  Betuming 
Officer.  The  Retumiug  Officer  alone  is  the 
pexBon  who  counts  the  votes.  The  result  of  the 
^U  is  declared,  and  it  is  declared  as  follows : — 

Beid  ..  ..  5,000 

Turner  ..  ..  8,500 

Braddon  ..  ..  9,400 

Kingston  ..  2,100 

This  is  the  fizst  deolaiation  of  the  poll,  and  np 

to  that  stage  we  axe  ezaotly  the  same  as  under 

tiie  nreseDi  system.    Under  the  present  system 

Beia  would  be  deolased  to  be  elected.    Now,  if 

members  will  add  up  these  figures  they  will  find 

14,000  eleotore;  and  the  absolute  minority  is 

therefore  7,001.     What  is  done  under  the  Bill 

ia  to  take  all  the  ballot-papers  of  those  who  voted 

£k  Kingston— -the  man  at  the  bottom  of  the  poll 

--^nd  to  ascertain  by  the  examination  of  those 

P^eis  how  the  elector  would  have  voted  if 

AUgBton  had  noTer  been  a  candidate    in  ottier 

wQBdi,  to  aecerfeain  wh«t  are  the  names  of  those 

Qudidates  against  whom  is  placed  the  nume- 

ml  1.  These  papecs  are  all  ezamined,  and  it  is 

iovndas  a  reaiUt  of  that  examination  that  of  the 

S.100Tdkes  polled  fer  Kingston  800  go  to  Beid, 

lOOgo  to  Turner,  and  800  to  Bsaddon.    Then 

^  Msond  ballot   is   deolared.  Mid  it  is  as 

Beta  ..     5,000+     800  =  5,800 

Toner       ..     8,500 -f  1,000  =:  4,500 
Bniddon    ..     8,400+     800  =  8,700 

Beid,  although  he  is  leading,  has  not  secured 
tile  required  absolute  mijorit^  of  7,001, 6bnd  we 
^ve  ka  do  with  Braddon*8  votes  exactly  what 
WS8  done  with  Kingston's  votes  in  the  former 
ooant->we  have  to  find  which  of  the  two— -Reid 
or  Tnrner— is  preferred  by  all  those  who  voted 
^or  Braddon,  whether  in  the  first  instance  or 
by  tiansferred  votes.  We  examine  these  8,700 
Papers,  and  we  find  that  3,000  of  these  electors 
prefer  Turner  to  Beid,  and  700  prefer  Beid  to 
^ner.  Then  comes  the  final  declaration  of 
tile  poll,  as  follows  :— 

Turner        . .     4,500  +  3,000  =  7,500 
Reid  ..    5,800+     700  =  6,500 

^u  Tomer  is  deolared  to  'be  elected,  with  a 
iB«3oriiy  of  1,000.  That  would  have  been  the 
PoniioQ  if  Turner  stood  against  Beid  in  the 
ui8t  histance,  wititout  the  other  candidates 
wiog  oome  in  at  all ;  and  honourable  mem- 
B6IB  >ffiu  Bee  that  the  whole  result  is  effected 
ty  a  simple  system  which  requires  very  little 
H^cfre  fioni  the  elector  than  is  required  from 
™na  at  the  present  time,  and  does  away 
^th  all  tiie  expense,  trouble,  and  delay 
^^aeitated  on  having  a  second  or  third 
^lot.    The  BiU  itself  is  a  rery  short  one.    I 


do  not  want  to  weary  honourable  members  by 
reading  out  the  j^rovisions  of  it,  but  it  has  been 
so  drafted — taking  as  a  model  the  Bill  for 
Queensland — that  it  can  go  through  Committee 
and  be  incorporated  into  our  electoral  law  as 
it  stands  at  the  present  moment,  and  does  not 
require  one  single  addition  to  the  Bill  in  its- 
present  fdrm — that  is,  so  far  as  1  have  been 
able  to  ascertain,  and  I  have  carefully  gone 
through  our  electoral  laws  and  compared  them 
with  those  of  Queensland.  The  Bill  containa 
some  nine  clauses,  the  main  provisions  being: 
contained  in  sections  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  8 ;  and 
9  provides  for  some  amendments  of  our  present 
law.  It  may  be  said  that  under  a  system  such 
as  this  the  elector  finds  great  difficulties  in  fol- 
lowing out  and  recording  his  vote  in  an  intelli- 
gent manner.  I  want  to  give,  in  this  connection,, 
my  experience  at  a  public  meeting  held  in 
Ohristchurch,  when  an  election  was  conducted 
under  these  lines.  Ballot-papers  were  distri- 
buted  throughout  the  meeting,  and  we  had  an 
election  for  the  Premier  of  Australia,  with  the 
same  candidates  nominated  as  I  have  explained 
to  this  House.  The  result  of  the  ballot  was  aa 
follows : — 

Name  No. 

Beid  71 

Kingston 24 

Turner 16 

Braddon 12 

Forrest 11 

Dickson    . .         . .         . .       9 


Informal   . . 


148 
11 


There  were  eleven  informal  votes.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  was  responsible  for  these  informal 
votes,  because,  not  thinking  for  the  moment 
where  I  was — in  an  electorate  where  they  were 
in  the  habit  of  voting  for  three  candidates — I 
did  not  explain  that  in  carrying  out  the  election 
they  had  to  strike  out  all  the  names  but  one,, 
g^  and  some  of  them  left  in  the  names  of 
three  candidates,  and  their  votes,  of 
course,  were  deolared  informal.  But  there  was- 
no  other  informality  except  that  more  names 
were  left  in  than  were  required ;  and  the  House 
will  notice  that  that  would  be  an  Informality 
under  our  present  system.  Not  one  of  these 
ballot  papers  that  was  so  informal  was  for  any 
other  reason  than  would  have  made  it  informed 
under  our  present  electoral  law.  Now,  there 
being  148  electors,  the  absolute  majority  was^ 
seventy- two.  Beid  did  not  secure  an  absolute 
majority ;  he  only  secured  seventy- one  votes. 
The  nine  votes  polled  for  Dickson  were  simply 
put  by  into  a  pile  of  their  own,  and  they  were 
examined ;  and  any  honourable  member  who- 
likes  to  follow  out  the  system  can  get  the 
whole  of  the  ballot-papers  here  and 'examine 
for  himself  how  easy  i(  is  to  follow  the  thing, 
out.  These  nine  papers  were  then  distributed 
as  follows  :  None  voted  for  Beid,  one  for  Jlings- 
ton,  two  for  Turner,  four  for  Braddon,  and 
none  for  Forrest.  Two  of  the  electors  did  not 
exercise  any  further  choice ;  they  stopped, 
having  made  their  first  votes.  That  left  the 
poll— 
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Beid.. 

71 

Dickson's. 
0 

Total, 

Beoond 

Coant. 

71 

Kingston 
Turner 

24 
16 

1 
2 

25 
18 

Braddon 

12 

4 

16 

Forrest 

11 

0 

11 

Diokson 

9 

•  • 

•  • 

• 

143 

141 

Absolute 
Informal 

majority 

•  • 

11 

2 

71 

•  • 

As  there  were  only  141  votes  in  the  second 
count,  the  absolute  majority  had  been  secured 
by  Beid,  and  Beid  was  accordingly  declared 
elected.  It  is  difficult  anticipating  what  objec- 
tions may  be  brought  forward  to  this  system. 
We  had  a  debate  on  the  Bill  during  its  second 
reading  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  but 
on  an  analysis  of  that  debate  I  cannot  see 
that  there  were  many,  or  that  there  were  any, 
weighty  objections  raised  against  the  measure. 
I  believe  that  a  number  of  honourable  mem- 
bers did  not  clearly  understand  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill,  and. voted  against  it  on  that  account. 
I  hope,  however,  to-night  we  will  have  the  Bill 
thoroughly  threshed  out,  because  if  we  do  not 
get  it  introduced  to  the  law  of  the  colony  this 
year  it  will  not  be  brought  into  operation  until 
the  general  election  following  the  one  at  the 
end  of  this  year.  First  of  all,  it  was  objected  to 
the  Bill  that  these  secondary  votes  were  allowed 
to  count  as  these  primary  votes.  That  objection 
I  have  already  dealt  with ;  it  arises  through  a 
misunderstanding.  There  are  no  secondary 
votes  in  reference  to  the  poll ;  they  are  all 
primary  votes.  I  dare  say  the  use  of  the  word 
"  preference"  was  what  confused  the  minds  of 
honourable  members.  We  should  more  correctly 
refer  to  the  transferred  votes  than  to  any  pre- 
ference which  the  elector  chooses  to  make. 
Then,  another  honourable  member  said  it 
would  be  an  inducement  to  corruption  and  the 
manipulation  of  elections  by  putting  forward 
candidates  and  getting  sections  of  the  people  to 
vote  for  them.  We  could  not  have  a  better 
description  of  the  elections  nowadays.  Every 
one  knows  that  if  you  are  in  a  tight  comer  you 
will  be  able  to  win  if  you  get  some  other  man 
on  the  same  side  as  your  opponent ;  there  will 
then  be  more  chance  for  yourself.  One  reason 
why  we  organize  all  over  the  colony  is  to  keep 
down  a  multiplicity  of  candidates  on  our  par- 
ticular side,  and  to  encourage,  and  to  do  every- 
thing we  can  to  encourage,  a  multiplicity  of 
candidates  on  the  other  side. 

Hon.  MsifBXBS. — Oh,  oh  1 

Mr.  MtiNAB.— Well,  I  understand  from  the 
voice  of  the  House  that  I  ought  not  to  have 
told  that  to  the  public— that  we  ought  to  keep 
that  to  ourselves.  But  under  a  system  such 
as  this  you  may  put  forward  as  many  men  as 
you  like  on  either  side,  and  it  is  utterly  im- 
possible that  that  can  afiect  the  result  of  the 
election  in  the  slightest  degree.  I  understand 
the  latest  addition  to  the  House  is  going  to 

Mr.  McNah 


show  us  how  it  may  be  done,  bat  I  ihink  he 
will  find  a  very  difficult  task  is  put  befove  him. 
Then,  another  argument  brought  forward  ms 
that  the  svstem  would  enable  the  splitting  of 
the  votes  by  running  three  candidatea,  aad 
here  is  the  example  that  is  given.     I  eee  tbst 
the  honourable  member  who  gave  that  example 
is  taking  notes,  and  perhaps  he  will  endeavosr 
to  defend  his  position.    He  said :   There  ait 
1,000  votes  recorded  ;  A  secorea  450,  B  scesm 
300,  and  G  secures  250.    But  the  honoemfali 
member  said  225  of  G's  supporters  givesfie- 
ferenoe  vote  for  B,  and  by  that  means  ddail 
the  vote  for  the  favourite.     Well,  if  that  is  m, 
the  first  transfer  of  votes  would  pat  him  baok  lo 
the  favourite ;  and  if  the  favourite  has  not  ksil 
a  majority  of  the  votes,  or  if  the  person  at  the 
head  of  the  pMl  does  not  secure  a  majority, 
these  votes  go  straight  to  the  favourite,  and  it 
defies   the    splitting  up   of    the  votes.    Thai, 
another  honourable  member  said  there  was  no 
reason  to  introduce  such  a  system,   beeansi 
men  went  to  the  polling-booth  determined  as 
to  the  one  they  were  going  to  vote  for,  if  it  was 
a  single  electorate ;  he  votes  for 'that  mao,aDd, 
if  there  are  four,  five,  or  six  candidates,  he 
cares  nothing  for  the  others.     We  were  told  we 
should  not  introduce  a  system  like  thi^.    I  do 
not  think  that  is  a  very  correct  definitioa  of 
the  average  elector  of  the  colony.    I  have  imoi 
that  the  great  bulk  of  the  electors  diseiw  1^ 
merits  not  merely  of  the  candidates  is  tfaev 
own  district,  but  discuss  the  merits  of  tbe  eia- 
didates  in  every  other  district  in  tbe  eE&aocj. 
Then,  another  member  said  it  would  casfii- 
cate  matters,  and  take  the  Betnmiog  Officer  a 
day  or  two  to  ascertain  the  result.    That  would 
be  so  in  a  large  city  electorate ;  it  may  tite 
him  a  day,  but  not  more  than  a  day ;  a»d  if  it 
takes  him  three  or  four  hours  to  make  the  firrt 
count  it  will  not  take  him  more  thskn  three 
hours  to  make  the  next  count.    However,  if  it 
did  take  a  day,  we  may  put  off  as  against  that 
the  other  alternative.    There  remains  the  sys- 
tem of  having  another  election  within  a  week 
or  a  fortnight  afterwards,  when  all  the  expense, 
worry,    and   mischief   attending   an    electioa 
would  have  to  be  gone  through  again.     I  thjak 
that  that   argument  can  easily  be  removed* 
Then,  in  connection  with  having  another  elee- 
tion,  in  connection  with  having  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  voting  done  at  one  vote,  we  shall  be  rid 
of  anything  like  wire-pulling.  No  person  knows 
who  is  going  to  come  out  at  the  head  of  the 
poll.     Under  the  other  system,  when  ancifaer 
election  has  to  take  place  in  a  week  or  a  £oft-> 
night  afterwards,  what  happens  ?    Why,  yoa 
have  intriguing  at  every  election  —  one  ses- 
tion  of  the  conmiunity  oombining  with  an* 
other  to  oust  the   man  at  the  head  of  the 

g)ll,  or  in  various  ways  to  control  the  eleetioo. 
ut  if  yoii  make  every  elector  at  the  poUiag- 
booth  declare  how  the  transferred  votes  on 
going  yoa  remove  all  that  sort  of  thing.  Then, 
some  members  say  there  are  examples  oi  a 
^stem  much  on  these  lines,  and  if  yon  torn  to 
Queensland  you  will  find  that  the  resoU  there 
has  been  most  disastrous.  They  say  that  the 
Queensland  example  has  been  mo3t  disattmiiiw 
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Mid  that  the  majority  there  are  not  able  to  get 
way  representation  at  all  under  this  system. 
Kow,  what  is  the  result  in  the  Qaeensland 
election  ?  In  1896,  when  the  general  election 
took  place,  there  were  only  six  electorates  in 
the  whole  of  Queensland — that  is,  the  contin- 
gent Tote — altogether. 

An  Hon.  Mxicbsb. — How  many  altogether? 

Mr.  McNAB. — 1  think,  something  like  forty- 
two;  and  in  only  some  six  of  these  tbey 
were  required  to  count  the  contingent  vote. 
And  here  is  another  thing  in  regard  to  Queens- 
land :  There  was  not  a  single  one  of  them  that 
eltered  the  vote  on  the  first  count.  And  yet 
we  were  told  last  session  that  the  contingent 
vot«  in  Queensland  was  enormously  to  aneot 
the  elections  in  a  way  that  was  detrimental  to 
the  majority  of  the  people  in  that  country.  I 
have  a  paper  before  me  showing  every  one  of 
the  electorates  requiring  the  contingent  vote, 
the  votes  polled,  and  the  final  poll ;  and  in  not 
one  single  instance  was  that  vote  altered.  I 
have  heard  it  declared  that  a  result  of  the 
Queensland  vote  was  to  injure  the  labour 
party  there.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  came 
saek  with  an  increase  of  some  two  votes. 
I  do  not  want  to  weary  members  in  dealing 
farther  with  this  question.  I  have  dealt 
with  the  great  bulk  of  the  objections  raised 
gainst  this  measure  not  only  in  this  House, 
hot  in  other  parts  of  the  colony.  I  would  like 
to  hear  if  any  new  objections  will  be  raised 
against  the  Bill.  I  believe  the  system  ought 
to  be  incorporated  into  the  electoral  system  of 
the  colony — so  long,  at  any  rate,  as  our  elec- 
toral laws  are  based  upon  the  representation  of 
the  majority,  and  not  upon  a  system  of  pro- 
portional representation,  which,  of  course,  in  a 
very  different  question  altogether,  and  does  not 
enter  into  the  discussion  of  this  matter.  This 
is  a  measure  the  object  of  which  is  to  perfect 
our  present  system.  I  am  not  introducing  any 
new  system.  It  is  a  system  of  representation 
of  the  majority  of  the  electors.  I  beg  to  move 
the  eeoond  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley).— Sir,  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  common  courtesy  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Mataura,  after  be  has 
tiJEen  such  pains  to  explain  the  provisions  of 
the  Absolute  Majority  Bill  he  has  taken  such 
a  deep  interest  m  during  the  past  two  years, 
imlees  some  review  of  the  measure,  however 
brief,  were  given  by  honourable  members.  I 
■honld  have  liked  to  have  heard  an  expression 
of  opinion  from  the  leader  of  the  House ;  but, 
inasmnch  as  the  honourable  gentleman  has  not 
Been  fit  at  the  present  stage  to  give  us  his 
opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  Bill,  I  think  it  is 
perieotly  competent  for  any  other  member  of 
the  House  to  express  his  opinion  on  the  mea- 
avre.  In  my  opinion,  of  all  the  measures 
■ofamitted  to  the  House  with  a  view  of  secur- 
ing to  the  free  and  independent  electors  of 
is  this  colony  a  majority  representation  this 
the  best.  The  second  ballot,  referred  to  by 
the  Premier  in  speeches  he  delivered  during 
the  recess,  I  do  not  think  would  work  well. 
However  well  the  second  ballot  might  work  in 
the  large  centres  of  population,  I  am  quite  sure 


it  would  be  disastrous  to  the  interests  of  the 
people  in  the  country  electorates.  Once  bring 
the  people  to  the  poll,  and  call  upon  them 
again  to  come  in  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks 
afterwards,  they  will  not  take  the  same  interest 
the  second  time  as  they  took  on  the  first  occa- 
sion. During  last  session,  when  this  measure 
was  before  the  House,  Mr.  MoNab  gave  an 
explanation  of  its  provisions,  but  I  must  say  he 
did  not  seem  then  to  be  master  of  the  Bill  so 
much  as  he  seemed  to  be  this  evening.  I  was 
convinced  last  session  that  this  was  a  measure 
in  the  right  direction,  and  accordingly,  though  I 
did  not  feel  disposed  to  give  expression  to  my 
views  on  the  question,  I  voted  in  favour  of  the 
second  reading.  On  the  22nd  of  last  month — 
the  evening  before  Parliament  opened — I  had 
the  privilege  of  being  a  member  of  a  select 
audience  at  Ghristchuroh,  in  the  Art  Gallery, 
when  Mr.  McNab,  at  the  invitation  of  certain 
political  organizations,  explained  the  provisions 
of  his  Bill.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever 
been  at  an  assembly  at  which  those  present 
took  so  deep  an  interest  in  what  was  said  as 
did  the  people  at  that  meeting.  From  start  to 
finish  the  audience  seemed  to  be  thoroughly 
interested  in  what  the  honourable  member 
said.  I  have  heard  objections  raised  against 
the  provisions  of  this  measure,  to  the  effect 
that  it  would  produce  complications,  that  the 
electors  would  be  very  much  confused,  and 
that  the  issues  would  not  be  properly  under- 
stood. It  appears  to  me  very  simple.  A 
ballot-paper  is  given  with  the  names  of,  say, 
four  candidates  on  it ;  let  us  call  them  Brown, 
Jones,  Smith,  and  Long.  The  elector  strikes 
out  the  names  Brown,  Smith,  and  Long,  and 
leaves  Jones;  but  he  has  the  right,  if  he 
chooses  to  exercise  It,  not  to  put  a  number 
opposite  the  names  of  the  three  whom  he 
struck  out.  A  second  elector  comes  forward, 
and  gets  a  ballot-paper,  and  strikes  out  the 
same  names  —  Brown,  Smith,  and  Long,  and 
votes  for  Jones,  but  after  Brown's  name 
puts  "  1,"  after  Smith's  name  **  2,"  and  after 
Long  **S."  He  exercises  his  full  electoral 
right.  When  the  ballot-paper  and  prefer- 
ence votes  are  given  the  voter  has  no  more 
to  do;  the  rest  is  done  by  the  Betuming 
OflScer;  so  that  I  cannot  see  where  there  Is  any 
difficulty  in  the  matter.  I  believe  a  Bill  of  this 
nature  would  be  the  means  of  reducing  the 
issue  of  an  election  to  two  persons.  Two  can- 
didates would  come  before  the  electors  for  each 
country  electorate,  and  It  would  be  an  upstand- 
ing fight  on  the  merits  of  the  principles  repre- 
sented by  each  candidate ;  and  the  candiaate 
representing  the  views  of  a  majority  of  the 
electors  would  be  returned  as  the  representa- 
tive to  Parliament.  I  think  that  is  a  very  de- 
sirable point  to  reach.  There  is  no  doubt  the 
number  of  candidates  coming  forward  at  the 
present  time  do  confuse  the  issues  very  largely, 
in  the  election  of  1896,  if  this  Bill  had  been  in 
operation,  the  reokoning-up  of  what  may  be 
called  the  secondary  votes  would  only  have 
affected  sixteen  electorates.  I  do  not  see  any 
good  reason  why  this  Bill  should  not  be  passed 
this  session.    I  would  like  to   have    seen  it 
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passed  last  session,  so  that  it  might  have  heen 
tried  at  the  by-election  we  have  had  and  the 
one  we  are  to  have  shortly.  There  woald  then 
be  an  opportunity  of  discovering  the  merits  of 
the  Bill.  I  shall  be  very  happy,  Sir,  without 
obtruding  my  views  furUier  on  the  House,  to 
support  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  aziid  I 
hope  the  Premier  will  heartily  take  it  up. 

Mr.  RAWLINS  (Tuapeka).— The  honourable 
member  for  Mataura,  in  speaking  on  this  Bill, 
overlooked,  I   think,  one  very  serious  defeot 
that  there  must  be  in  such  a  system — that  is, 
in  finding  out  what  proportion,  or  what  num- 
ber, of  votes  the  candidates  would  get  under 
certain  conditions.    In  the   first   instance,  I 
might  say  that,  supposing  a  candidate  stood  for 
the  Opposition  who  could  not  afford  very  well 
to  run  two  or  three  candidates:  if  the  man 
opposing  him  got  two  or  three  good  men  to  run 
against  him  they  would  h&ve  the  opportunity 
of  being  able  to  go  over  the  whole  district  as 
many  times  ae  there  were  candidates,  and  the 
more  argument  would  they  be  able  to  place 
before  the  people  in  regard  to  certain  phases  of 
the  political  questions  of  the  day.     This,  to  a 
certain  extent,  would  have  an   influence  on 
people.    They  would  say,  "  So-and-so  is  a  good 
man ;  he  believes  in  that,  and  I  will  vote  for 
him  '* ;  and,  with  their  second  vote,  they  would 
vote  for  the  other  man  with  similar  views.    So 
that  really  the  effect  of  it  would  be  to  assist  ^e 
persons  and  parties  who  have  the  more  money 
of  the  two,  and  could  put  the  larger  number  of 
candidates  out.    And  I  say  that  in  that  direc- 
tion it  would  be  bad.    Take,  for  instance,  the 
honourable  member  in  his  own  electorate :  what 
would  have  heen  the  position  had  three  candi- 
dates stood  for  hie  electorate  in  the  by-election 
which  took  place  some  time  ago  ?    We  will  ssiy 
another  gentlenoan  who  lives  near  ^um—also  « 
man  well  known  in  the  district — had  gone  into 
that  electorate,  and  had  gone  before  the  public 
with  exactly  similar  views  to  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  each  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
speaking  in  every  portion  of  the  eleotorate,  and 
of  laying  their  views  before  the  people  there : 
one  of  them  must  have  been  returned.    I  sa^ 
the  advantage  would  be  to  the    people  who 
could   bring    the   most   candidates    into   the 
field,    in   spite    of   whatever    may    be    said, 
because   it    must    be    an  advantage    to   get 
candidates  to  spend  their  time  amongst  the 
people,  and   more  .particularly  for  those  who 
can  afford  to  do  it.    That  would  be  the  most 
fatal  objection  I    see  to  the  Bill.     Another 
thing:    Supposing  we  had  a  corrupt  Govern- 
ment, and  that  the  election  expenses  of  the 
candidates  on  the  Government  side  were  oaid, 
what  is  to  prevent  them  sending  out  candidates 
of  the  poorer  class-— ^men  who  could  not  afford 
to  run  the  constituency  themselves  ?    In  that 
case  the  Government  would  probably  win.    I 
am  only  speaking  of  what  might  happen.    I 
have  no  doubt  there  has  been  corruption  prac- 
tised in  this  country  in  connection  with  elec- 
tions.   Is  there  anybody  who  can  say  that  he 
does  not  know  of  it  ?    I  say  this  might  happen : 
that  any  Government  might  at  some  time  be 
in  a  strong  position;  they  might  say  to  one, 
Mr,  Meredith 


two,  or  even  three  men  in  some  eleotonte, 
"  We  will  pay  your  expenses  if  you  will  mn.'^ 
They  might  let  them  all  go  on  the  aame  ttckit 
These  candidates,  I  say,  would  ^o  befon  ths 
electors,  and  could  drill  their  views  into  tha 
electors,  and  a  number  of  the  people  mold, 
believe  them,  and  think  they  were  right.  Tht 
more  canvassing  you  do  the  more  votes  yoa  will 
get,  and  I  have  proved  it.  I  ha^  run  two  or 
thtee  elections,  and  I  have  proved  beyoadi 
doubt  that  the  more  you  drill  your  viewi  iito 
the  people  the  more  they  will  vote  for  yoa.  So 
that  under  this  Bill,  if  I  wanted  to  mn  ii 
election  and  could  afford  it,  I  vrould  just  gol» 
two  or  three  good  men  and  say  to  them, "  Yoa 
stuid  for  this  election ;  it  is  good  for  theosoM. 
You  can  run  the  election  and  drill  your  lim 
into  the  people,  and  I  can  win  this  eleodon." 
And  does  the  House  mean  to  say  thst  thii 
canvassing  would  not  be  the  means  of  obtain- 
ing votes  ?  Why,  yes ;  and  there  may  be  s  poor 
unfortunate  man  running  on  the  other  side  vbo, 
although  a  good  man,  cannot  afford,  perfaapi, 
to  run  two  or  three  candidates,  and,  of  oobin, 
he  would  not  be  returned.  That  is  alll  hsn 
to  say,  and  it  is  only  on  thia  point  that  I  bsit 
any  objection  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  GILFEDDEB  (Wallace).— I  think,  Sir, 
the  House  will  agree  with  me  that  the  un- 
ments  which  have  been  used  hy  the  honooniNt 
member  for  Tuapeka  pertain  rather  to  tkafi 
as  they  are  at  the  present  time  than  to  ite 
they  will  be  should  this  Bill  beeoDilii* 
With  regard  to  men  of  means  hmngte 
advantage,  have  not  men  of  means  tbi  ^ 
vantage  now  that  the  honourable  naiibff 
argues  they  will  have  under  a  system  of  tbii 
sort  ?  I  say.  Sir,  that  if  the  oandidate  bsi  tbi 
means,  and  intends  to  employ  these  mesDi  ii 
order  to  secure  a  seat  in  the  House,  he  bn 
every  opportunity  to  apply  for  that  pupoMtiM 
means  ibt  his  disposal  under  4he  present  oystA 
of  eleotions.  I  quite  agree  wisn  the  liesiW' 
able  member  for  Mataura  that  the  Absohili 
Majority  Bill  is  a  step  In  the  right  diieetiflo, 
and  I  shall  support  its  Beoood  readiDg.  I 
supported  the  second  reading  on  a  fonsff 
occasion  when  the  honourable  gentteoso  is- 
tioduoed  the  measure  to  the  House.  I  bsst 
no  doubt  that  delects  will  be  pointed  oat  vi^i 
regard  to  this  measure,  but  it  is  sn  «9 
matter  to  point  out  failings  and  aneTnsHafc 
Last  eeeeion,  for  example,  when  we  were  ^ 
cussing  the  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  we  tM- 
pated  a  number  of  deleote  and  BboitooiiiB#j 
that  measure,  'and  not  one  of  those  hss  pio"" 
a  defect  at  sil,  whereas  thoee  that  weno'W' 
looked  have  proved  the  defeots.  It  is  th»i*Di 
with  regard  to  this  measure.  The  only7ois||l 
wish  to  zefer  to  is  in  reference  to  the  eis&l* 
the  honourable  member  for  Mataura  bss  giitt* 
He  says  that  Mr.  Kingston— one  of  die  esa^ 
dates  who  was  lowest  on  the  list — has  to  lisBd 
out.  That  is  certainly  a  hardship  ^^^^ 
who  happens  to  be  lowest  on  the  list.  I  ^ 
give  him  an  instance.  Supposing  there  an 
three  candidates  standing  for  a  single  eleotoiei* 
— Beid,  Turner,  and  Braddon.  Sapposiof  BeiJ 
gets  7,000,  Turner  5,000,  and  Braddon  WXa 
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acooxding  to  ibis  Bill  Braddon  will  be 

thrown  aside  beoause  be  Is  ibe  lowest.    Bat  wby 

«hoiild  be  be  pat  aeide  any  more  tban  Tamer? 

8appoeing  Braddon  is  put  aside :  be  bas  4,001 

'Totes,  and,  giving  bim  tbe  secondary  Totes,  this 

migbt  "  pan  out "  tbis  way  :  Beid  will  bave 

bis  7,000,  plus    tbe   1,000  he   will   have  got 

from  Braddon,  whiob  will  make  8,000 ;  Turner, 

iMbving  bis  5,000,  will  get  8,001  from  Braddon, 

and  he  will  have  a  total  of  8,001,  and  will  be 

vetumed.    But  may  it  not  be  an  injustice  to 

Braddon  to  oompel  bim  to  stand  out  of  tbe 

«eoond  eonnt?    Supposing,  for  example,  that 

instead  of  Braddon  standing  aside  we  compelled 

Tomer,  tbe  seoond  man,  to  do  so.   Aocording  to 

the  first  count  be  has  5,000  votes.    There  are 

•6*000  papers,   and  when  we  distribute  these 

•5,000  as  secondary  votes  among  tbe  remaining 

•candidates  the  result  might  come  out  in  this 

way:    that  Braddon  might  get  4,000 of  them 

«iid  Reid  1,000.    Now,  Beid,  having  his  7,000, 

•Ins    tbe    1,000,    will    have    8,000.    Braddon, 

having  bis  4,001,  plus  4,000,  will  have  8,001, 

and   BO  Braddon  will   be  returned.     Tbis  is 

<me  defect.    Bat  we  are  only  surmising  such 

defsctB.     Tbe    chances    that   a  contingency 

of  tbis  sort  will  ever  occur  are  very  remotCb 

With  regard  to  other  imaginary  defects  that 

have  been  alluded  to  by  honourable  members, 

all  I  can  say  is  that  these  are  only  visionary, 

mad  not  real.    There  is  a  possibility  of  oontin^ 

genoiee  of  this  sort  occurring,  but  there  is  not 

*  probability  of  such  ever  eventuating.     Tbe 

■ame  might  be  predicted  with  regard  to  any 

Bill ;  but  in  this  ease  what  we  want  to  do  is  to 

bring  about  a  simplified  system  of  election  by 

ivhioh  ^e  repreeentatives  of  tbe  people  shall 

reproeent  tbe  majority  of  their  constituents^ 

iQnder  the  present  electoral  system,  in  any 

•lection  in  which   there  are  more  tban  two 

candidates  standing  tbe  probability  is  that  the 

man  returned  at  the  bead  of  tbe  poll  does  not 

jtpreaent   tbe    majority   of  bis  consUtuents, 

sJuiongb  the  number  polled  by  tbe  party  to 

which  he  belongs  may  far  outnumber  tboee 

polled  by  candidates  on  tbe  opposite  side  of 

poUtios.    I  shall  have  very  much  pleasure  in 

supporting  tbe  seoond  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MILLAB  (Dunedin  City).— I  muet  con- 
g;ratn]ate  the  honourable  member  who  moved 
this  Bill  on  tbe  very  lucid  explanation  he  gave 
the  House  with  regard  to  it ;  but,  Sir,  his  ideas 
in  connection  with  this  matter  and  my  own, 
from  tbe  information  1  have  received  from 
■Qneenitland,  are  totally  at  variance.  Let  us 
look  at  what  the  experience  of  tbe  Queensland 
people  bas  been.  They  bad  the  system  in  use 
in  the  voting  of  1890,  and,  whilst  on  the  first 
•oount  certain  men  bad  a  majority  of  votes,  it 
happened  that  on  tbe  second  count  the  bulk  of 

fi^  them  went  down.  Tbe  Opposition  bad 
trained  their  people  beautifully  into 
phimping  for  their  own  people,  and  giving  no 
^^ontingent  vote  at  all.  ,The  Labour  party  gave 
their  primary  vote  for  tbe  man  they  wanted,  but 
they  were  unwise  enough  to  put  down  a  contin- 
ent vote,  with  the  result  that  a  man  was  put 
m  that  they  were  opposed  to.  That  was  told  to 
ase  by  Mr.  Glassey,  the  leader  of  the  Labour 


party  in  that  colony.  Do  you  think  tbe  same 
thing  would  not  be  done  here  ?  Wby,  if  this  were 
the  law  of  tiie  country  to-morrow  I  would  ask 
every  friend  I  had  in  the  Labour  party  to  vote 
for  the  man  he  wished  to  see  returned,  and  not 
to  give  a  continent  vote  at  all.  We  may  be 
sure  the  Opposition  would  not  give  contingent 
votes  to  our  side.  That  is  tbe  opinioa  I  hold, 
and  that  is  wliat  I  find  was  actually  done  in 
Queensland.  We  know  there  are  men  in  this 
House  who  personally  do  not  represent  tbe 
majority  of  their  constituents.  Take,  for  in- 
stance, the  member  for  Wallace.  He  does  not 
represent  a  majority  of  his  constituents,  but, 
taking  all  the  votes  polled  for  the  policy  be 
advocated  as  against  the  votes  polled  for  tbe 
Opposition,  you  will  find  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  does  represent  in  this  House  tbe 
political  views  of  a  majority  of  bis  constituents. 
There  were,  I  understand,  two  Opposition  can- 
didates and  three  Gk>yemment  men.  You  can 
take  any  electorate  you  like  and  apply  the  same 
thing,  and  you  will  find  that  the  bulk  of  the 
men  here  represent  tbe  majority,  in  so  far  as 
tbe  policy  is  concerned.  It  might  happen  that 
now  and  again  you  will  find  men  who  will 
represent  a  minority,  and  who  are  not  tbe 
representatives  of  the  majority  of  the  people, 
but  no  injury  will  result  to  the  public  from 
that  fact.  We  in  the  large  cities  have  more  to 
contend  against  tban  is  the  case  in  tbe  country 
districts.  You  generally  find  that  tbe  number 
of  candidates  to  start  with  is  about  ten  or  twelve 
for  the  three  seats,  or  four  to  one.  You  will 
find,  however,  that  a  majority  of  the  members 
returned  represent  a  msjority ;  and,  unless  tbe 
honourable  gentleman  can  show  me  that  this 
trouble  can  be  got  over — ^namely,  that  people 
will  withhold  their  contingent  vote  if  not  com- 
pelled to  use  it-*-I  cannot  8U^»ort  the  Bill  as  it 
stands,  for  the  reason  that  it  would  be  disas* 
tious  to  tbe  party. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  (Buller).->8ir,  as  there  are 
other  members'  Bills  on  the  Order  Paper,  I  do 
not  desire  to  take  up  tbe  time  of  the  House  in 
discussing  this  Bill.  I  have  heard  it  said  in 
tbis  House  that  if  you  repeat  a  thing  often 
enough,  no  matter  how  absurd  it  is,  a  large 
number  of  people  will  come  to  believe  it;  and 
that  remark  applies  with  special  application  to 
the  much-debated  question  of  representation. 
We  are  in  the  habit  of  hearing  it  so  often  re- 
iterated that  the  majority  must  rule,  and  that 
with  the  universal  suffrage  the  majority  neces- 
sarily does  rule,  that  we  are  inclined  to  accept 
it  without  question ;  whereas,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  if  we  gave  the  slightest  reflection  to  tbe 
question,  we  will  find  that  under  our  present 
system  of  election  it  is  by  chance  only  that  the 
majority  can  be  represented.  I  do  not  wish  to 
make  personal  reference  to  any  gentleman  in 
the  House,  but  I  may  say  that  in  the  pre- 
sent  House  there  are  eighteen  members  who 
represent  minorities  of  their  constituents.  The 
question  is  not  whether  under  other  oircum- 
tttances  these  gentlemen  weuld  represent  ma- 
jorities, but  I  merely  state  tbe  fact  for  tbe 
purpose  of  showing  that  the  present  system 
does  not  necessarily  secure  representation  of 
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the  majority.  The  Government  themselves 
have  realised  the  fact,  because  already  they 
have  annouDced  their  intention  of  introducing 
the  Second  Ballot  Bill.  If  I  had  found  that 
the  representation  of  the  majority  could  not 
be  secured  by  other  means,  I  would  be  among 
the  most  ardent  supporters  of  that  Bill,  but 
here  we  have  a  Bill  which  makes  the  majority 
certain  without  having  recourse  to  a  second 
ballot ;  and  surely  there  cannot  be  a  moment's 
hesitation  in  accepting  that  which  is  cheaper 
and  that  which  obtains  by  a  simpler  method 
the  result  it  is  desired  to  arrive  at.  I  would 
like  to  say,  in  connection  with  the  question 
of  representation,  that  my  own  views  are 
not  in  favour  of  the  Bill  as  being  the  best 
that  could  be  devised.  I  believe  that  the 
majority  should  have  the  greater  representa- 
tion, but  those  gentlemen  who  are  anxious 
that  the  majority  should  be  represented  over- 
look what  is,  to  my  mind,  a  very  important 
fact — that  the  minority  is  also  entitled  to  re- 
presentation. I  believe  in  the  Hare  system  of 
representation,  under  which  representation  by 
the  minority  would  be,  indeed,  possible,  but 
under  which  the  majority  would  i&ways  secure 
the  major  share  of  the  representation,  without 
excluding  the  minority  from  that  proportion  of 
representation  to  which  their  numbers  entitle 
them.  As  for  the  present  system,  if  only  as  a 
means  of  recording  my  protest  against  it,  and 
because  this  Bill  goes  in  the  direction  of  better 
things,  I  shall  have  much  pleasure  in  follow- 
ing the  honourable  member  for  Mataura  into 
the  lobby.  I  would  like  to  point  out  to  the 
honourable  gentleman,  however,  that  there  is 
no  need  to  retain  the  practice  of  erasing  the 
names  of  candidates.  If  he  simplifies  the 
ballot-paper  by  dispensing  altogether  with  that 
unnecessary  process,  and  confines  himself  to 
numbeting  them  in  the  order  of  preference,  he 
will  attain  the  same  result.  The  only  opposing 
argument  worth  considering  so  far  is  that  used 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Millar) ;  but  I  would  point  out  that  if  it  is 
desired  to  prevent  plumping  that  can  easily 
be  provided  for  in  the  Bill.  It  is  altogether 
erroneous  to  suppose  that,  because  the  voter 
would  have  the  right  of  transferring  his  vote, 
he  has  therefore  more  than  one  vote.  An 
elector  has  only  one  vote,  but  he  has  the  privi- 
lege of  indicating  by  numbering  on  the  ballot- 
paper  the  way  in  which  his  vote  shall  be  used  if 
it  fails  to  secure  the  return  of  the  man  he  votes 
for  on  first  choice.  I  do  not  think.  Sir,  I  could 
improve  on  the  very  lucid  and  exceedingly  able 
exposition  of  the  Bill  as  given  by  the  member 
for  Mataura  in  moving  the  second  reading,.  It 
is  remarkable,  I  think,  that  in  an  enlightened 
country  like  this — for  we  are  always  fond  of 
pluminff  ourselves  on  our  enlightenment — we 
should  be  content  with  a  system  of  representa- 
tion which  does  not  necessarily  secare  the 
representation  of  the  majority  where  there  are 
more  than  two  candidates  competing  for  the 
one  seat.  Any  -system  which  proposes  to 
remove  the  anomalies  of  the  present  crude 
system  is  worthy  of  respect,  and  deserves  to  be 
inquired  into  and  debated,  with  the  view  of 
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having  its  weak  points,  if  there  axe  any,  laid 
bare.  I  regret  to  say  that  so  far  there  appean 
to  be  little  disposition  to  debate  the  BiU.  I 
would  prefer  to  have  spoken  later  on  in  the 
evening  for  the  purpose  of  replying  to  some  of 
the  objections,  for  I  have  given  the  questioa 
con siderable  consideration .  I  have  now  merely 
risen  to  state  my  views  on  it,  and  to  aasore  mj 
honourable  friend  that  he  will  have  my  cordisl 
support  in  endeavouring  to  bring  about  a  better 
system  of  representation. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  (Bruce).— Sir,  I  have  nododbt 
the  member  for  Mataura  is  trying  to  achievta 
good  object  in  introducing  this  Bill.     We  would 
all  like  to  see  the  majority  represented,  and 
properly  represented ;  but  I  muat  aay  I  think 
there  are  two  or  three  blemishes  in  the  Bill, 
which  possibly  may  be  removed  in  Committee. 
One    was   pointed    out   by   the    member   for 
Dunedin  City  (Mr.  Millar)— the  fact  that  the 
second  or  preferential  vote  might  not,  and  very 
likely  would  not,  be  used  in  many  iiutaneei. 
It  is  impossible  to  make  a  person  use  his  aecood 
vote  ;  and  it  is  equally  within  the  bounds  of  poa- 
sibUity  that  some  one  might  be  returned  wbo^ 
under  other  conditions  —  where   the  majority 
is  got  under  better  conditions — woald  noc  be 
returned.    Another  blemish  in  the  BUI  is  with 
respect  to  the  majority  itself.      The  Bill  wtf 
intended  originally  to  provide  for  an  absolalt 
majority  of  those  voting  in  the  first  instsBOS^ 
but  it  does  not  carry  it  out,  becauae  the  B3f 
provides  that,  in  certain  cases  where  nossooad 
vote  is  given,  such  shall  be  deducted  fioa  the 
original  number  voting,  and  thus  the  oiifjiBil 
absolute  majority  is  reduced ;  and  the  hoBow- 
able  member  gave  us  an  instance  in  which  te 
said  the  absolute  majority  was  173  in  the  fint 
instance,  and  then,  after  considering  the  eecoed 
votes  of  the  lowest  candidate,  that  abaolata 
majority  was  lessened. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbr. — Look  at  the  definitioii. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— That  is  what  I  am 
plaining  of.    I  do  not  like  the  definition, 
definition  says,  "  *  Absolute  majority  of 
means  a  number  of  votes  greater  than  one-haU 
of  the  number  of  all  the  voters  who  vote  at  aa 
election,"  and  then  it  goes  on  to  say,  '^eaccloiiva 
of  those  voters  whose  ballot-papers  are  rejected." 
There,  of  course,  would  be  the  infomuU  vote^ 
but  there  would  be  others  besides;  when  one 
has  not  recorded  the  second  preferential  vole 
they  would  be  discarded ;  in  fact,  the  hononvable 
gentleman  has  given  us  an  instance  in  wfai«b 
some  had  not  voted  a  second  vote,  and  thorn 
were  counted  out  of  the  total  number ;  so  tbst 
it    became    no    longer  an  absolute  majod^i 
but  an  artificially  produced  majority.     I  aiiy 
it  ought  to  be  a  majority  of  those  who  went 
to  the  poll  originally.     Then,  I  ftnd  another 
grievance  with  the  Bill,  and  it  is  as  to  the 
way  it   professes    to    arrive    at    the    absolstt 
majority.    Well,  I  oan  understand   how  tfaM 
may  be  carried  out  iu  the  case  of  a  siBgils 
electorate  when  there  are  three  candidates  sod 
two  have  received  a  large  number  of  votes  sad 
one  has  received  a  small  number,  or  a  smallsr 
number  than  either  of  the  other  two:    they 
oan  count  the  third  man's  second  votes.     Thai 
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I  can  nnderstand,  and  thai,  no  dcubi,  would 
pzoduce  in  a  kind  of  way,  and  very  likely  in  a 
iSair  way,  an  absolute  majority.  But  let  us  take 
the  case  where  there  are  four  or  five  candidates 
standing.  You  have  then  the  one  who  polls 
the  least  number  of  votes  picked  out,  and  his 
seoond  votes  are  given  a  prefereace  in  the  choice 
of  a  oandidale,  and  are  distributed  amougst  the 
others,  with  this  possible  result:  that  you  might 
elect  a  man  who  would  not  have  had  the  second 
votes  of  the  other  three  of  the  four  candidates. 
I  conceive  that  the  man  who  was  thus  elected, 
if  the  whole  of  the  second  votes  had  been 
counted,  might  have  been  rejected. 

Ad  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — But  the  electors  did  not 
vote  for  him  in  the  second  count. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.  — They  do,  but  they  have 
no   opportunity  of  having  their  seoond  votes 
ooanted,  because   the   lowest  man  is  picked 
oat.    I  conceive  that  is  an  objection  to  the 
Bill.    The  honourable  member   for  Mataura 
may  be  able  to  answer  it,  but  it  seems  to  me 
an  objection,  and  a  serious  one.    I  object  to 
the  second  ballot  because  it  is  a  very  serious 
matter  for  us  to  go  to  a  second  ballot,  and 
nnless  there  is  a  strong  feeling  in  the  country 
for  it  I  think  we  should  not  adopt  the  second- 
ballot  system ;  it  is  cumbersome,  costly,  and  I 
doubt  whether  the  results  produced  would  be 
any  better  than  under  the  present  system.    It 
may  be  that  a  poll  somewhat  on  the  lines  of 
this  Bill  would  give  us  the  absolute  majority, 
but  I  think  I  have  pointed  out  three  or  four 
dbjeotions  to  it,  and  I  should  like  to  hear  those 
answered  before  I  give  a  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  (Thames).— I  think  it  wil' 
be  admitted  that  it  is  the  desire  of  all  that  we 
•hould  not  only  have  the  elections  as  pure  as 
possible,  but  that  we  should  have  the  electors 
as  nearly  represented  as  possible.    I  feel  in- 
clined to  give  the  honourable  gentleman  the 
Bccond  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  there  are  points 
that  have  not  been  touched  upon  by  any  of  the 
speakers  so  far,  and  until  we  are  able  to  sepa- 
rate districts  and  electors  it  is  almost  a  waste 
of  time  to  talk  of   introducing  a  Bill  of  this 
kind,  or  of  any  kind,  on  the  ground  that  the 
minority    are   not   represented,    because    the 
minority  are  now  represented  through  the  re- 
piesentatives  who  have  come  into  the  House 
hy  the  votes  of  the  majority  of  the  electors. 
I%e  electors  in  the  district  are  represented,  and 
the  district  also  Is  represented,  because  the 
member  represents    the  people  who  did  not 
vote  for  him  as  well  as  those  who  did ;  and 
I    dare    say    it    is    the    experience  of   many 
members    in    this    House    that  those  people 
who,  perhaps,  bave  not  voted  for  them   at 
all    very    frequently    give     them    the    most 
iroable.     I    say  that  until  we    are   able  to 
remove    the   representatives   from    the    elec- 
torates, until  we  separate  the  people  from  the 
district,   we  are  not  likely  to  have  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  term  pure  repre- 
aentatioD,  and  the  member  would    be    sent 
■Imply  to  represent  the  people.    But  we  have 
not  arrived  at  that  stage  of  perfection  in  New 
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Zealand  yet,  because,  while  it  is  necessary  that 
we  should  have  roads  and  bridges,  and  so  on, 
and  lands  opened  for  settlement,  there  is  no- 
thing for  it  but  for  us  to  continue  upon  some- 
thing like  the  lines  we  are  going  upon  at 
present.  These  are  difficulties  that  have  not 
been  pointed  out  to  the  mover  of  the  Bill ;  but 
the  statement  made  that  the  minority  is  not 
represented  is,  to  my  mind,  altogether  beside 
the  case,  because  we  see  that  those  who  have 
voted  with  the  minority  are  represented. 
While  feeling  that  we  are  hardly  likely  to  see 
such  a  Bill  become  law,  I  am  prepared  todo  the 
honourable  gentleman  the  courtesy  of  voting 
for  the  seoond  reading  of  the  Bill,  seeing  that 
the  principle  is  an  endeavour  to  arrive  at  some- 
thing like  pure  representation. 

Mr.  FISHER  (WeUington  City).— Sir,  I 
spoke  at  some  length  against  this  Bill  last  year, 
and  voted  against  it,  and  I  propose  to  vote 
against  it  again  this  year.  At  the  same  time 
one  must  give  credit  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Mataura  for  the  assiduity  and  the  great 
ability  he  brings  to  bear  on  the  subject.  He 
argues  it  out,  from  his  point  of  view,  in  the 
clearest  possible  way.  Still,  those  of  us  who 
understand  the  true  value  and  nature  of  our 
electoral  laws  must  see  that  his  proposed 
system  is  impossible  of  application  to  this 
country.  We  ma^  be  told  that  it  is  perfect  in 
theory.  All  theories  are  perfect  on  paper.  The 
Hare  system  —  there  have  been  numberless 
volumes  written  and  numberless  speeches  de- 
livered upon  it— is,  I  suppose,  as  perfect  a 
scheme  as  ever  was  devised  by  the  mind  of 
man ;  yet  how  impossible  it  is  of  practical  ap- 
plication. Now,  this  proposal  of  the  member 
for  Mataura  is  the  Hare  system  in  little.  And 
if  the  Hare  system  is  difficult  of  comprehen- 
sion to  the  average  intellect,  I  say  that  this 
would  be  equally^  difficult  of  comprehension 
to  the  ordinary  elector.  The  great  virtue  of 
our  present  electoral  system  is  its  simplicity. 
Why,  then,  introduce  into  it  difficulty  and 
complexity  ?  With  the  ordinary  elector  there 
is  difficulty  now  in  the  case  of  the  illiterate. 
Every  candidate  prints  thousands  of  cards 
showing  **  The  Way  to  Vote,"  and  how  much 
greater  difficulty  and  confusion  would  there  be 
if  you  were  to  introduce  an  intricate  system 
such  as  is  here  proposed.  The  people  of  this 
country  like,  first  of  all,  to  see  their  candidate. 
They  like  to  hear  him  speak  at  election  meet- 
ings, and  they  observe  also  how  he  comports 
himself  in  these  legislative  halls.  That  is  all 
he  requires.  We  see  tbat  there  are  difficulties, 
contradictions,  and  confusion  existing  in  the 
minds  of  those  who  have  discussed  the  subject 
here  this  evening,  and  if  there  are,  at  the  very 
threshold,  such  difficulties  in  the  case  of  gentle- 
men so  well  versed  in  the  technicalities  of  the 
electoral  laws,  what  would  be  likely  to  happen  in 
the  case  of  those  not  so  well  versed,  and  who 
have  not  the  mental  penetration  which  those 
honourable  gentlemen  have  ?  As  we  have  gone 
on  so  well  with  our  present  syntem,  let  us  con- 
tinue with  it.  It  is  not  a  perfect  system— no 
system  is  perfect  in  its  practical  operation — but 
so  far  it  has  served  us  well.   Then,  something 
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has  been  said  in  regard  to  oorniption  in  our 
elections,  and  with  persistent  uniiormitj  the 
oorruption  is  all  attributed  to  those  who  sit  and 
▼ote  on  this  side  of  the  House.  Now,  let  me 
give  one  or  two  illustrations  in  rebuttal  of  this 
«£feotation  of  Conservative  purity.  The  qaes- 
tion  has  been  raised  to-day,  and  it  has  been 
Taised  on  many  previous  days,  as  to  the  impro- 
priety of  the  Government  sending  ronnd  can- 
vassers to  collect  the  electoral  claims  to  vote, 
and  as  to  the  bias  shown  by  these  oanvasaers 
in  favour  of  the  Government.  There  may  be 
something  in  what  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
said  on  that  point,  but  I  do  know  that  the 
Opposition  sent  round  canvassers  to  oolleot 
•claims  to  vote,  and  that  the  papers  of  those 
who  were  known  to  be  in  favour  of  the  Govern- 
ment found  their  way  over  fences  and  into 
ditches.  But  perhaps  I  am  referring  to  a  pre- 
vious debate. 

Mr.  SPEAE1!R.— The  honourable  gentleman 
must  not  refer  to  a  previous  debate. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  will  not  pursue  the  subject 
lurther,  Sir;  but  I  have  heard  a  member  of 
this  Parliament  say  on  another  ooeaeion  that 
he  had  heard  of  this  Government  spending 
their  private  means  to  secure  the  nomination 
of  a  particular  candidate  in  opposition  to  him. 
I  do  not  know  whether  that  was  meant  aa  a 
■covert  insinuation  that  the  Government  were 
not  spending  their  private  means  for  that  pur> 
pose,  but  were  spending  the  moneys  of  the 
•country  in  securing  the  nomination  and  elec- 
tion of  a  particular  candidate.  There  is  again^ 
you  see,  tnat  constant  imputation  of  corruption 
as  against  the  Government  and  against  this 
party,  with  the  implied  and  reiterated  assertion 
of  the  purity  of  the  Conservative  party,  who 
would  not,  oould  not,  and  never  did  do  any 
wrong.  Let  me  give  a  special  instance  of  a  con- 
trary nature.  When  elected  to  this  House  in 
the  year  1896  I  had  a  majority  of  twenty-eight, 
and  the  next  gentleman  on  the  poll,  who  be- 
longed to  the  Opposition  party,  got  up  an 
agitation  amongst  his  people  to  oust  me  from 
my  seat.  The  cry  was,  "  Corruption,  cocrup* 
tion,  corruption " ;  and  the  evening  paper 
here  fomented  that  dreadfnl  question  of 
**  Corruption  "  night  after  night  and  week 
after  week  with  such  effect  that  at  last 
the  party  made  a  tarpaulin  master  and  raised 
the  necessary  deposit  of  £200  which  had  to  be 
deposited  with  the  Registrar  of  the  Supreme 
Court  along  with  the  eleetion  petition.  Well, 
Sir,  they  kept  un  this  constant  reiteration  of 
**  Corruption."  The  Evening  Post  had  nothing 
but  '*  Corruption  "  in  its  columns  for  weeks. 
They  had  their  mx  days*  trial  before  the  Bleo- 
tion  Petition  Court,  composed  of  two  Supreme 
Court  Judges,  and  what  was  the  verdict  ?  It 
was  a  notable  and  a  memorable  verdiot.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  trial  the  Judges  ordered  a 
recount  of  the  votes.  My  majority  of  twenty- 
eight,  under  the  recount,  conducted  by  offioers 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  swelled  into  a  majority 
of  forty ;  and  when  my  majority  reached  forty 
my  opponents  stopped  the  recount,  and  said, 
*•  That  is  enough ;  we  give  in."  Now,  where 
was  the  corruption  ? 

Mr,  Fisher 


An  Hon.  Mbmbbb.— Where  did  the  mauf 
comefnun? 

Mr.   FISHER.— We   who   live  hem  kiM 
where  it  came  from. 

An  Hon.  Mskbxr. — Tommy  Gale. 

Mr.    FISHER.— Yes,    the   Tomv^  Ode 
**  push  " ;  but  I  am  hi^ppy  to  say  the  Imaj 
Gale  **  pa^  "  did  not  soooeed.    It  ooik  tka 
£800  to  lose.    That  is  what  they.got  for  iMr 
pains ;  but  that  points  to  another  thingpOiiil 
am  really  very  serious  as  to  thie.    How  asm 
it  that  the  Returning  Officer  gives  me  a  mikilf 
ol  only  twenty-eight,  while  the  Supreme  Gooft 
under   its  recount — the  recount  beiog  e» 
ducted  by  officers  of  the  Supreme  Coozt-^is 
me  a  majority  of  forty  ?    What  does  tha(  in- 
dicate ?    Does  it  indicate   corruptioa  on  (hi 
part  of  the  Conservatives,  the  party  of  parity? 
Does  it  indicate  a  bias  on  the  part  of  the 
Returning  Officer  ?    I  will  not  say ;  bal  teeii 
there  evidenoe  of  serious  imperfection,  to  pot 
it  mildly.    I  might  have  lost  the  eleetioB  for 
want  of  the  votes  which  the  Court  gen  om- 
Sir,  that  case,  and  the  verdict,  give  the  lasMi 
to   these   constant   allegations  of  oompto 
which  are  buried  at  genttemen  who  ait  n 
this  side  of  the  HousCp    Coming  back  to  tis 
Bill  itself,  I  say  that  the  simple  prineipli  <b 
which  we  conduct  our  eleotions  is  all  tbit  is 
desired  by  the  people  of  this  country.  1 1^ 
the  effect  of  passing  this  Bill  would  be  to  tnef 
form  a  simple  systom  into  a  very  difflevkcp^ 
As  all  who  have  spoken  have  said,  we  mv^p** 
the  honourable  member  for  Mataura  ereyt*- 
sible  credit  for  the  pains  he  has  takss  a  te- 
velopfng  his  system  to  su<di  perfection,  but, « 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Vk- 
Millar)  has  said,  we  have  already  had  raCyeot 
evidence' of  the  practical  working  of  the  sjiAia 
in  other  colonies,  and  especially  m  QaeeniUD^ 
where  it  has  proved  to  be  an  utter  aod  a  din 
failure. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — No. 

Mr.  FI8HBB.^Well,  I  may  he  peraittodto 
say  Yes.  I  watched  the  operation  of  the  tftr 
tern,  as  is  the  duty  of  us  all  as  legislatora,  sai 
my  opinion  as  the  result  of  my  obsectatioD  ii 
that  the  system  is,  as  I  have  said,  an  utter  end 
a  dire  failure.  Then,  why  transplant  the  tp" 
tern  to  New  Zealand  ?  As  I  said  here  ia  Df 
speech  on  the  Bill  last  session,  this  is  a  land  of 
experiments.  We  are  never  content  with  Ibi 
thing  we  have.  Like  the  Athenians  of  old,  st 
are  constantly  craving  for  some  new  thing. 
Why  are  we  not  content  with  a  system  whiob 
has  served  us  so  well?  The  honoiuablt 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  who  bad  jurt 
returned  from  Bngland  last  session,  tdd  u 
— ^he  did  not  quite  say  that  we  were  a  laogbiii^ 
stock,  but  that  the  people  in  Bngland  vM 
amused  at  the  experiments  attempted  intb* 
way  of  legislation  m  New  Zealand.  That  ii 
the  verdict  of  people  who  look  at  us  from  sfr 
tanoe.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  appeal  to  tiN 
verdict  of  thoee  who  look  at  our  prooetdisp 
from  a  distance.  We  are  quite  able  u>  look  i| 
the  effect  of  those  proceedings  ourselves;  sodl 
conclude  by  saying  that  the  proposal  oooteina 
in  this  Bill  would  be  no  improvemoit  on  otf 
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present  electoral  laws,  and  therefore  I  shall 
▼ote,  as  I  voted  last  year,  against  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MILLS  (Wairao).— When  I  heard  the 
hononrahle  member  for  Mataura  give  notice 
of  this  Bill  as  the  Absolute  Majority  Bill  I  was 
hoping  that  it  would  be  something  of  a  more 
simple  character  than  the  Bill  we  had  before 
us  last  session.  I  am  one  of  those  who  are  in 
favour  of  an  Absolute  Majority  Bill,  but  not  of 
this  kind.  I  am  afraid  the  measure  which  we 
have  before  us  now  would  be  too  cumberuome. 
I  can  foresee  in  the  operation  of  such  a  measure 
as  this  the  committal  of  a  number  of  mistakes, 
and,  instead  of  our  ballot-boxes  containing  a 
very  small  percentage  of  informal  votes,  as  at 
present,  I  am  afraid  that  that  percentage 
would  be  augmented  by  some  20  or  80  per 
cent.  I  think,  myself,  the  best  measure  that 
could  possibly  be  introduced  to  cure  the  pre- 
sent defects  would  be,  in  the  first  place, 
one  to  alter  the  system,  so  far  as  towns  are 
concerned,  and  revert  to  the  single  electorate. 

Q  Q  There  should  only  be  single  electorates 
'  *  in  the  cities.  Sir,  I  have  been  sur- 
prised  to-night  at  the  silence  of  our  honourable 
friends  on  the  Opposition  side.  It  has  been  so 
conspicuous  that  it  almost  induces  me  to  vote 
for  this  measure,  because  I  think  by  their 
silenoe  tkey  intend  to  vote  dead  against  it,  and 
that  shows  they  are,  at  any  rate,  satisfied  with 
the  present  position.  I  do  not  thiuk  they  would 
give  us  any  assistance  if  we  wished  to  revert  to 
the  fingle  electorates.  I  have  always  consist- 
ently expressed  my  views  in  that  direction. 
We  have  "one  man  one  vote,"  but  we  can  never 
have  that  principle  perfect  until  we  alter  the 
system  of  city  electorates.  As  the  cities  grow 
—as  they  must  do  year  by  year,  the  number — 
of  candidates  will  be  increasing  every  time, 
and  that  in  itself  would  be  a  very  great  ac- 
oeseion  of  work  on  the  Be  turning  Officers  and 
those  appointed  to  watch  the  proceedings.  I 
would  certainly  like  to  see  that  alteration 
made  in  our  electoral  laws,  and  at  the  same 
time  would  also  like  to  see  a  Second  Ballot 
Bill.  My  idea  of  that  Bill  would  be  one  of 
very  few  clauses.  It  would  simply  mean  this  : 
that  unless  one  candidate  out  of  the  number 
who  contested  the  election  was  able  to  poll  a 
majority  of  the  votes  recorded  the  two  highest 
should  have  a  straight  run  for  the  position, 
and  that  would  put  the  matter  beyond  all  dis- 
pute. I  think  the  honourable  member  for 
Ashley  said  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  them 
to  go  and  vote  a  se6ona  time.  WeU,  my 
opinion  is  quite  different.  I  believe  that  while 
the  excitement  of  an  election  lasts — and  that 
means  for  several  days — you  would  get  them  to 
come  forward,  and  a  good  many  who  did  not 
vote  on  the  first  occasion  would  go  and  vote  on 
the  second. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb.-— They  would  be  ofi  the 
zoU. 

Mr.  MILLS.— No ;  there  would  be  a  second 
ballot  for  the  same  election.  The  expenses 
would  not  be  great,  because  the  second  ballot 
would  take  place  within  something  like  seven 
days.  There  would  be  no  need  for  candidates 
to  go  round  a  second  time  giving  addresses 
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in  all  these  small  localities,  but  they  would 
simply  have  a  second  ballot  within  a  few  days, 
and  those  who  recorded  their  votes  on  the  first 
polling-day  would  go  there  a  second  time  with- 
out  the  slightest  hesitation.  We  should  then 
have  members  in  this  House  who  absolutely 
represent  the  majority  iii  the  constituencies 
they  were  returned  for.  I  would  like  to  see 
something  of  that  kind  introduced  this  session, 
and  I  should  do  my  best  to  pass  it.  I  believe 
it  would  have  a  very  good  effect  in  the  country 
too. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb.— No. 

Mr.  MILLS. — The  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  said  **  No,'*  but  if  he  gave  the  matter 
more  careful  consideration  he  would  probably 
alter  his  opinion,  because  as  matters  stand  at 
present  it  is  the  number  of  candidates  in  the 
cities  which  renders  the  choice  of  one  very 
hard.  I  think  it  would  deter  a  good  number 
of  aspirants  who  simply  come  forward  to  take 
votes  off  another  candidate,  or  for  other  mo- 
tives. I  think  it  would  deter  them  from  doing 
so  when  they  have  this  fact  in  view :  that 
although  they  scored  a  reasonable  number  of 
voles  they  would  have  to  face  a  second  ballot. 
I  have  said  the  country  electorates  are  very 
seriously  handicapped  by  three  members  being 
returned  for  the  city  as  representing  one  elec- 
torate. Electors  can  go  to  any  of  those  repre- 
sentatives and  tell  him  they  were  the  ones 
who  supported  him  and  who  returned  him,  and 
they  look  forward  to  the  three  members  doing 
something  for  them,  or  carrying  forward  the 
views  they  held.  I  say  it  is  not  fair  to  single 
electoratis  as  we  have  them  now.  Another 
thing  is,  we  want  to  simplify  as  much  as  we 
possibly  can  the  counting  of  the  votes,  and 
not  mike  it  more  difficult,  because  in  country 
electorates,  in  many  cases,  electors  come  lorg 
distances,  and  they  wait  to  hear  the  result  of 
the  ballot-box,  and  take  as  much  interest  in 
the  result  of  that  polling  as  electors  in  the 
large  cities.  They  want  to  know  if  they  have 
assisted  in  putting  their  man  in  instead  of  the 
other,  and  they  want  to  get  away  home  as  soon 
as  they  can  afterwards.  I  think  the  member 
for  Ashley  also  referred  to  the  demerits  of 
candidates  being  discussed.  That  does  not 
matter  much,  and  it  will  always  be  the  case. 
Any  one  who  wants  to  know  all  the  little  fail- 
ings he  may  have  ^ill  very  soon  learn  them 
when  once  he  becomes  a  candidate ;  and  per- 
haps it  is  just  as  well  to  be  told,  so  that 
he  can  do  something  to  improve  his  defects. 
But  I  do  not  believe  in  making  a  change  in 
this  direction  simply  by  way  of  experiment, 
because,  although  I  admit  our  system  has  im- 
perfections— and  serious  imperfections,  which  I 
should  like  to  sea  cured  if  possible— at  the  same 
time,  it  is  not  advisable  to  throw  away  your  old 
coat  until  you  have  got  a  new  one ;  and,  as  far 
as  I  have  read  and  been  able  to  learn  about  the 
way  elections  are  carried  on  in  different  conn- 
tries,  I  fail  to  see  anything  much  better  than 
we  have.  It  is  true  minorities  sometimes  re- 
turn members  to  this  House,  but  look  at  the 
hundreds  of  electors  at  by  elections  who  never 
record  votes  at  all .    And  so  you  always  will  have 
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Bome  memben  who  represent  minorities.  If  a 
olear  way  could  be  shown  out  of  the  difficulty, 
and  which  would  bring  about  what  we  want,  I 
am  sure  the  House  would  vote  for  the  measure ; 
but  I  would  like  to  hear  expressions  of 
opinion  from  some  of  the  older  members  of 
the  House,  who  have  had  a  long  experience  and 
contested  a  great  number  of  elections.  They 
probably  might  throw  a  better  light  on  the 
posiiioD,  and  suggest  in  what  way  we  could 
improve  the  Bill,  and  if  I  could  see  we  could 
do  anything  of  the  kind  in  Committee  I  would 
vote  for  the  second  reading.  I  have  not  heard 
anything  this  evening,  however,  that  would 
induce  me  to  vote  for  it,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say 
this,  because  I  should  like  to  be  found  voting 
with  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Hataura.  But  I  hold  a  strong  conviction 
against  the  Bill.  I  cannot  see  that  it  is 
going  to  improve  on  the  system  we  have  at 
present,  but  rather  the  reverse,  and  I  there- 
fore cannot  support  the  measure  as  brought 
forward. 

Mr,  DUTHIE  (Wellington  City).— With 
others,-!  congratulate  the  member  for  Mataura 
for  the  seemingly  simple  proposals  contained 
in  his  B  ill.  When  one  goes  through  it,  it  is 
apparent  that  the  scheme  should  cause  no 
great  difficulty  in  the  single  electorates,  though 
there  might  be  much  difficulty  in  getting  the 
electors  to  understand  it  in  the  cities  with 
three  representatives.  But,  while  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  somewhat  simplified  tJbe 
matter,  I  do  not  think  he  establishes  a  case.  If 
it  is  true,  as  he  tells  us,  that  there  are  only 
eighteen  members  in  the  House  representing 
minorities,  there  appears  in  that  no  great  wrong. 
These  figures  establish  the  fact,  to  my  mind, 
that  there  is  no  great  need  for  the  Bill.  There 
are  other  efEects  that  will  arise  from  the  Bill. 
It  is  devised  in  party  interests,  with  the  hope 
of  the  more  certain  election  of  party  candi- 
dates. Complaints  have  been  made  by  certain 
speakers  of  the  party  discipline  that  is  exercised 
at  the  present  time  in  the  restriction  of  candi- 
dates. This  would  mean  that  this  restriction 
would  be  done  away  with,  with  the  effect 
that  at  every  election  we  should  have  candi- 
dates by  the  dozen.  With  the  honorarium 
now  given  to  members,  it  would  induce 
candidates  of  all  descriptions  to  appear  in  the 
field  ;  each  end  of  an  electorate,  and  every 
*'  fad  "  and  narrow  cry,  would  set  up  its  cham- 
pion candidate.  Men  with  little  force  of  cha- 
racter, but  much  self-appreciation,  would  all 
crowd  the  field ;  and,  if  good  government  is 
really  the  object  sought,  what  would  be  the 
value  of  the  second,  third,  or  fourth  choice 
among  such  a  nondescript  lot  to  choose  from  ? 
It  is  very  important  that  the  stronger  men  of 
a  constituency  should  be  sent  to  represent  it. 
This  is  now,  to  a  large  extent,  acnieved  by 
party  discipline  —  the  men  who  have  the 
strongest  hold  in  the  district  must  needs  be 
selecbed,  and  so  the  personnel  of  the  House  is 
maiotained  at  a  higher  level.  It  seems  to  me 
clear  that  under  this  Bill  there  would  be 
a  tendency  to  weaken  the  personnel  of  the 
House.  That,  I  fear,  is  an  efieot  that  must 
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aiiso.      As    regards    the    city    electorates,   I 
think  it  would  be   very  diffioult  to  get  the 
electors  to  appreciate  and  follow  it,  and  «• 
should  have  a  great  deal  of   oonfusion,  uid 
for  a  long  time  a  recurring  disqualification  of 
votes.    On  the  whole,  I  think  the  seheme  ii 
a  pretty  little  idea,  but  impractioable.    Thi 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  Ci;y  (Ml 
Fisher)  says  that  corruption  is  always  beiag 
attributed  to' the  Qovernment  side  of  the  House, 
on  which  I  interjected  my  assent.     As  an  illos- 
tration  he  told  the  House  that  he  had  a  ma- 
jority of  twenty- eight,  and  in  the  face  of  that 
he  had  to  fight  a  petition  on  which  £800  was 
spent.    Now,  I  know  a  little  about  that  peti- 
tion.   Petitions,  it  is  true,  are  not  got  up  with- 
out money,  but,  if  £800  had  had  to  be  raisei 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  not,  I  think, 
have  been  disturbed,  and  he  inordinately  ova- 
estimates    the   money  spent   in    testing  tkt 
validity  of  his  election.    But  that  is  not  cor- 
ruption, and  I  will  illustrate  the  sort  of  cor- 
ruption complained  of.    At  the  general  eleetioii 
in  this  city  there  were  two  candidates  on  the 
Opposition  ticket  who  specially  represented  tbt 
temperance  party,  and  one  more  immediately 
the  Opposition.    It  was  impossible  to  get  a  sec- 
tion of  the  temperance  party  to  oonoentratetiiib 
votes  to  the  whole  ticket — a  certain  minori^ 
would  go  elsewhere.    Evil  report,  perhaps,— be* 
cause  the  Premier  gets  a  good  deal  said  of  him 
that  is  unjustifiable — evil  report  said  that  the 
Premier  pulled  the  strings  and  by  a  promia 
of  a  seat  in  the  Upper  House  got  a  gentleman 
of  the  temperance  order,  who  had  been  tviot 
defeated  for  the  seat  before,  and  whooe  ohaDeee 
were  quite  hopeless,  to  become  a  candidate,  and 
so  diverted  one  thousand  eight  hundred  votei 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  mainly  gifcn 
to  the  Opposition  candidate.      And  that  candi- 
date has  got  his  reward  in  accordance  with  tha 
rumour  at  the  time :  he  now  occupies  a  aeat 
aloft.     That  is  the  class  of  corruption  we  ooa- 

Elain  of.  There  was  no  corruption  in  an  h(UMit 
elief  that  there  were  errors  in  an  eleetkm 
that  required  to  be  investigated.  There  was  no 
corruption  in  the  electors  subscribing  to  have 
the  matter  investigated  in  the  way  provided  hj 
law.  But  tiie  corruption  we  complain  of  ii 
where  a  candidate  who  is  hopeless  is  Indooed 
to  come  forward  and  draw  off  a  certain  number 
of  votes  from  those  who  are  unable  to  appreciatB 
the  effect,  and  who  least  of  all  intended  to  elset 
one  in  the  interest  represented  by  Mr.  Fisher. 
That  is  the  position  I  want  to  make  elear.  B 
was  by  those  one  thousand  eight  hundred  votes 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  got  his  seat 
It  was  an  astute  trick  worthy  of  the  Premier 
repute. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— I  should  noth 
risen  to  speak  on  this  Bill,  except  that  I  « 
to  have  a  change  made  in  the  existing  conditaoa 
of  things.  I  am  progressive,  and  I  am  pn* 
pared  to  experiment  where  the  object  to  be 
arrived  at  is  a  desirable  one.  According  to  liia 
honourable  gentleman's  own  showing,  a  fooitti 
of  the  members  of  the  House  are  represenlathraB 
of  minorities.  I  say  that  is  a  deplorafale  eon- 
dition  of  things,  and  it  is  quite  likefy  that  it  may 
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grow.  That  my  honourable  frieod  who  spoke 
jast  now  would  like  to  see  minorities  repre- 
sented, I  do  not  for  a  moment  dispute ;  that  is 
the  only  hope  there  is  for  his  party — that  they 
may,  having  the  means  at  their  disposal,  induce 
candidates  to  oome  and  take  votes  from  this  side. 
That  is  how  they  bring  out  these  vain,  self- 
opinionated,  independent  gentlemen,  who — to 
nse  a  non-classical  expression — do  not  know 
that  their  legs  are  being  pidled.  This  is  what 
happens :  A  friend  whispers  in  their  ear,  **  You 
have  a  splendid  chance  of  being  elected ;  this 
is  your  opportunity ;  you  will  poll  all  the  votes 
in  this  particular  locality,  and  in  the  other 
locality."  This  gentleman  answers,  '*  Yes ;  I 
have  been  in  the  County  Council,  I  have  been 
on  the  Borough  Council,  and  I  have  done  a 
good  deal  of  public  service;  but  I  have  not 
the  means  wherewith  to  run  an  election.'*  And 
his  friend  says,  **  Don't  you  trouble  about 
that ;  I  will  fix  all  that  for  you " ;  and  the 
difficulty  is  at  once  removed. 

An  Hon.  Member. — He  has  been  there.    Is 
it  cAily  £100  you  offer  them  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Opposition  sent  £200 
down  to  assist  the  campaign  against  me.    I 
know  how  that  was  worked.    I  do  not  know 
how  much  came  from  Christchuroh ;  but  I 
know  how  much  was  sent  from  Wellington, 
and  who  sent  it,  and  who  received  it.    And 
they  have  never  yet  had  an  account  of  how 
it  was  spent.    I  know  that  some  of  the  people 
of  my  electorate  had  a  jolly  good  time  at  the 
expense  of  our  opponents  in  Wellington  who 
sent  down  the  money,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  a 
ieeson  to  them,  or,  rather,  I  hope  they  will 
send  some  more  down.    On  the  Coast  we  like 
to  "  spoil  the  Egyptians."    Sir,  I  could  name 
electorates  where  vain  self-seeking  individuals 
havo  been  brought   out  by  the  Tories  with- 
out the  slightest  hope  of  their  being  elected. 
They    have    simply   been    brought    out    for 
the   purpose  of  taking  votes  from  the  Liberal 
candidate  that  had   been  selected.     I  could 
give  you  cases   where    there    have   been    as 
many  as  three  or  four  independent  Liberal 
candidates   standing,  and  yet  a  Liberal  has 
been    returned.    In   other   cases,    where    the 
Liberal  has  been  defeated,  if  you  took    the 
number  of  votes  recorded  for  the  Liberal  side, 
you  would  find  they  were  almost  double  those 
recorded  for  the  successful  Conservative  can- 
didate.    So  I  can  quite  understand  my  honour- 
able friend's  anxiety  lest  a  reform  of  this  kind 
shonld  be  carried.    Now,  I  will  just  give  my 
honourable  friend  a  little  history.    Just  now 
be  referred  to  a  case  in  Wellington,  and  I  say 
that  no  graver  injustice  was  ever  done  to  a 
public  man  than  he  has  done  to  one  of  the 
worthiest  and  oldest  of  Wellington's  residents. 
I  know  the  case  he  is  alluding  to;  and  I  say 
that  not  one  of  those  eighteen  hundred  votes 
he  referred  to  would  have  gone  to  the  Opposi- 
tion side;   they  were    all  good  straight-out 
Ijiberal  votes.    To  show  the  patriotism  and  the 
independence  of  the  individual,  I  may  say  that 
some  yean  before  the  gentleman  was  a  member 
of  this  Honse,  and  he  had  been  informed  by  my 
late  obief,  Mr,  Ballanoe,  that  when  the  oppor- 


tunity arose  he  would  be  recommended  or 
nominated  for  a  seat  in  the  Legislative 
Council.  And  on  this  very  occasion  to  which 
the  honourable  member  refers,  I  saw  the 
danger  there  was  in  taking  votes  from  our 
candidates,  and  I  said  to  him,  "  If  you  insist 
on  goin^  to  the  poll  jrou  will  forfeit  for  ever 
your  clami  upon  the  Liberal  party."  And  yet, 
in  the  face  of  that,  he  went  to  the  poll.  Well, 
I  might  say,  if  there  be  a  reward  for  one  who 
has  done  yeoman  service,  and  who  has  sacri- 
ficed a  great  deal  of  his  time  at  the  head  of 
charitable  institutions  here,  I  do  not  think 
there  is  a  man  who  has  a  greater  claim  to  that 
reward,  or  who  is  better  fitted  for  the  position 
he  has  been  placed  in. 

An.  Hon.  Meicbeb. — Why  did  the  consti- 
tuency not  recognise  that  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  did  recognise  it,  for  he 
had  previously  been  returned  to  Parliament; 
but  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  get  more  votes 
under  the  circumstances.  In  other  words,  he 
was  in  this  position :  it  was  like  the  case  of  a 
friend  of  mine  in  the  West  Coast  who  on  one 
occasion  contested  an  election.  He  happened 
to  be  an  Irishman,  and  he  was  explaining  to 
me  his  defeat,  I  asked  him  how  it  hftd 
occurred,  and  he  said,  **  I  was  too  Irish  for  the 
English,  and  not  Hibernian  enough  for  the 
Irish ;  and  that  is  why  I  was  defeated." 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — What  is  the  application 
to  this  case  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  the  gentleman  was 
independent.  He  was  outside  both  parties ; 
but  one  party  wanted  him  to  stand  ana  not  to 
retire.  To  use  an  expression  applied  by  the 
latd  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  J.  Hut- 
cheson),  he,  without  knowing  it,  was  "sooled 
on  "  by  friends  of  Mr.  Duthie,  who  pretended 
to  be  Liberals,  bat  yet  were  workers  in  the 
interest  of  the  Conservative  party. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Not  at  all. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— However,  "The  best- laid 
schemes  o'  mice  and  men  gang  aft  a-gley."  And 
my  honourable  friend  has  forgotten  this :  that 
there  were  two  sets  of  tickets,  and  for  one  set 
of  tickets  there  were  three  names  given ;  and 
there  was  another  set  of  tickets  given,  and  who 
was  it  that  had  had  to  use  those  tickets?  Was 
it  our  side?  It  was  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's side.  Why,  the  gentleman  alluded  to  as 
having  been  on  our  side,  on  the  eve  of  the  elec- 
tion, or  a  few  days  afterwards,  was  execrated 
by  those  honouraole  gentlemen.  We  on  this 
side  would  have  had  the  three  Wellington  seats 
but  for  his  standing.  Nothing  could  have 
stopped  it.  If  we  had  had  those  eighteen  hun- 
dred votes,  Mr.  Wilson  would  on  that  occasion 
have  been  returned  as  a  member  for  the  City 
of  Wellington.  The  double  tickets  and  these 
eighteen  hundred  votes  lost  Mr.  Wilson  the 
election.*  There  is  not  one  of  those  votes 
but  would  have  gone  to  Mr.  Fisher  and  Mr. 
Wilson.  After  running  elections  here  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  there  is  not  much  in 
connection  with  them  that  you  could  teach 
me;  and,  "for  ways  that  are  dark  and  tricks 
that  are  vain,"  I  give  Mr.  Duthie,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  City,  the  palm. 
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g  OQ  But  we  oome,  of  ooorse,  to  the  Bill  now 
before  us.  The  honouzable  gentleman 
who  hfts  introduced  it  has  introduced  it  tem- 
perately, and|  at  the  first  blush,  his  contentions 
seem  almost  unanswerable.  But,  after  listening 
carefully  to  what  has  been  said,  and  after  going 
into  this  Bill,  I  have  not  yet  been  convinced, 
nor  has  any  good  reason  been  shown,  why  you 
should  select  the  lowest  on  the  poll  and  dis- 
tribute that  person's  votes. 

An  Hon.  Msicbeb.— Because  he  is  out  of  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Then,  if  you  have  it  fixed 
by  law,  and  it  is  known,  what  is  the  result  ? 
It  only  requires  £10  to  enable  a  candidate  who 
is  quite  unknown  to  stand;  and  you  have 
that  £10  furnished  by  gentlemen  on  that 
side  of  the  House  probably,  and  you  have  a 
number  of  these  candidates  at  the  tail-end  of 
tiie  poll — four  or  five  candidates,  with  their 
twenty,  or  thirty,  or  fiftv  votes.  But  it  is 
arranged  that  the  second  vote  shall  go  to  a 
given  candidate — it  is  known  that  these  votes 
will  be  counted  up  and  put  to  the  credit  of 
that  second  candidate,  and  then  he  may  be 
returned.  The  people  who  have  returned 
the  member  are  the  few  individuals  who  have 
voted  for  the  outcasts.  Now,  that  is  the  weak 
spot  in  this  Bill,  but  it  may  be  remedied.  But 
I  will  take  a  simpler  case  now,  where  there  is 
only  one  candidate  to  be  elected.  We  will  say 
the  candidates  are  Smith,  Brown,  and  Jones, 
and  we  will  say,  fot  simplicity,  that  sixty-two 
▼otes  have  been  recorded.  Smith,  the  first  one, 
gets  thirty  votes ;  Brown  gets  twenty  votes  ; 
and  Jones  gets  twelve.  It  is  fixed  up  before- 
hand, as  between  the  two  latter,  that  the  next 
Yote  shall  go  to  Jones.  You  take,  then,  twelve, 
and  add  that  to  the  twenty,  and,  though  in  the 
first  voting  Smith  had  thirty  out  of  the  sixty- 
two,  the  other  gets  thirty- two,  and  Brown — 
2^0.  2— is  elected.  Now,  you  can  simply  take 
your  larger  numbers  and  work  out  the  figures, 
and  it  comes  to  the  same  conclusion  ;  and  I  say 
therefore  that,  as  between  individuals,  you  will 
have  this  arrangement  made.  It  has  been 
asserted  that  in  the  Hobart  and  Launceston 
electorates  they  have  this  mode  of  preferential 
voting,  and  it  has  been  worked  with  such  skill 
by  pre-arrangement  that  the  strongest  men, 
and  those  who  have  a  majority  in  their  favour, 
were  defeated,  the  defeat  having  arisen  by 
organization  and  manipulation  of  these  pre- 
ference votes.  I  know  this  has  been  done,  and 
leaders  on  the  victorious  side  explained  to  me 
bow  it  was  done,  and  it  is  just  as  simple,  to  use 
a  bush  phrase,  '<  as  falliog  ofi  a  log."  Now,  I 
say  we  should  have  no  law  in  such  an  im- 
portant question  as  that  of  our  electoral  system 
that  could  possibly  permit  of  an  arrangement 
being  made  beforehand  to  give  their  candi- 
date votes — for  what  purpose  ?  For  ji  purpose 
that  would  ultimately  result  in  minority  repre- 
sentation. 

An  Hon.  Mxmbeb. — That  can  be  done  now. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes;  but,  whatever  is  done, 
the  votes  are  given  straight  out.  If  we  have 
our  parties  well  defined  and  kept  defined,  with- 
out this  trouble  to  both  sides — namely,  the 
"left  wing"  —  the    solution    would    be    very 
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simple.  If  there  were,  say,  three  candidates 
on  each  side  declared  Liberals  and  Conseivs- 
tivep,  and  you  took  the  second  votes  of  the 
Liberals  and  gave  them  to  the  Liberal  candi- 
dates, and  took  the  second  votes  of  the  Con- 
servatives and  gave  them  to  the  Conservative 
candidates,  then  you  have  the  difficulty  to 
some  extent  removed  ;  but,  where  you  have  the 
independents  and  the  nondescripts,  the  *Meft 
wing  "  and  the  wingless,  there,  of  course,  yoor 
troubles  come  in.  If  you  have  well-declated 
sides,  the  same  as  you  have  at  Home,  you  have 
vei^  little  difficulty  in  altering  your  laws.  Bet 
it  18  monstrous  to  take  a  man  who  is  lestt 
thouffht  of  in  the  public  estimation  and  s&j 
that  nis  votes  have  got  to  decide  who  is  to  be 
the  member  for  the  district.  Now,  I  say,  thers 
is  the  weak  part  of  this  Bill.  But  it  woald 
be  a  grave  reflection  upon  the  people  of  this 
colony  if  we  were  to  say  that  this  diffieiJty 
cannot  be  overcome.  1  am,  therefore,  going 
to  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  I 
am  going  to  let  it  go  into  Committee,  or  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  House,  and  let  us 
put  our  brains  to  work  and  endeavoiir,  if  we 
can,  to  solve  the  difficulty.  As  we  stand  at  the 
present  time,  I  say  it  is  deplorable  to  have  to 
admit  that  there  are  thirteen  members  here  is 
the  House  who  represent  minorities.  I  think 
a  remedy  for  it  would  be  the  French  system  of 
the  double  ballot.  As  to  the  contention  against 
that,  that  people  would  not  vote  a  seeoad 
time,  I  say  you  do  not  know  the  race  from 
which  we  spring.  If  there  had  been  an  eleet.oa 
in  which  three  or  four  candidates  took  paiii 
and  the  two  highest  had  to  run  it  off,  and  both 
parties  brought  their  forces  to  besf  as  between 
the  two  highest  on  the  poll,  and  if  the  eleofeioa 
took  place  within  a  few  days  of  the  first  oaSi 
I  say  there  would  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  resulti 
There  would  be  no  doubt  as  to  majorities  then. 
An  Hon.  Membsb. — You  would  nearer  get  it 
Mr.  SEDDON.— Get  itt  I  say  you  focgflt 
an  element  now  in  our  political  life  which  jca 
never  reckoned  upon.  I  say,  if  the  ladle)  voieS 
on  the  first  occeision,  they  would  be  panting  for 
the  next  time,  and  they  would  be  at  the  poll  to 
a  "  man."  The  honourable  gentleman  does  not 
know  the  ladies  as  '.well  as  I  do.  I  say  a&  the 
present  time  our  electoral  system  is  dcfeslive, 
and  I  am  prepared  to  assist  in  perfecting  it.  I 
do  not  think  we  should  take  alone  those  «ho 
aie  lowest  on  the  poll ;  there  may  be  some  other 
means  of  taking  tne  other  candidates  and  tl»eic 
preference  voles  and  distributing  them  fairly, 
without  takiug  thote  who  were  lowest  in  the 
estimation  of  the  public.  Under  thece  ciictuA- 
Btances,  as  I  have  said,  I  shall  -vote  for  lbs 
Eecond  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  trust  we  may 
make  some  improvement  upon  these  incossi*- 
tencies.  That  is  the  conclusion  I  have  arrlTedat 
in  refeioDce  to  it,  and  I  am  pleased  to  find  the 
feeliog  of  the  House  so  favourable  to  a  changt. 
As  to  the  main  difficulty — the  number  of  votci 
which  will  be  informal,  and  the  cducadon  U 
the  electors  in  giving  the  preference  votes- 
time  will  cure  that.  There  will  be  a  Ism 
number  of  votes  lost  for  some  time;  and  I 
should  suggest  that,  when  so  important  a  change 
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is  oontomplated,  we  ought  to  have  educated  the 
people  to  it  by  applying  this  preference  system 
to  tne  voting  for  our  local  bodies,  so  as  to  train 
our  people  to  understand  it ;  and,  when  they 
aoderstand  it,  they  will  not  have  their  votes 
manipulated  by  an  arrangement  in  giving  the 
preference  vote.  Then  you  might  safely  make 
the  alteration.  At  all  events,  I  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  we  are  justified  in  giving  this 
matter  our  most  earnest  considera'aon,  and  I 
shall  vote  for  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  SLIGO  (Danedin  City).— The  Premier, 
and  others  as  well,  have  supplied  me  with 
reasons  wl^  I  should  vote  against  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill.  The  Premier  has  made  it 
very  clear  that  where  such  a  system  has  been 
tried  it  has  been  entirely  unsatisfactory.  My 
colleague  for  Dunedin  City  has  added  testimony 
to  the  same  effect.  This  also  enters  into  the 
weight  of  my  decision.  Sir :  that  the  electoraof 
the  colony  should,  in  my  opinion,  evince  more 
interest  in  this  matter,  and  discuss  it  to  a  much 
larger  extent  than  they  have  as  yet  done.  I 
shall  wait.  Sir,  until  the  question  has  been 
before  the  public  on  the  public  platforms  of  the 
•colony,  and  has  been  discussed  there  to  a  larger 
extent  ihan  has  now  been  the  case.  It  has 
been  said,  during  the  course  of  this  debate,  that 
we  are  recognised  as  a  people  fond  of  making 
experiments.  I  think.  Sir,  this  is  one  of  the 
-experiments  which  we  tan  safely  leave  others 
to  make,  feeling  sure  that  our  progress  and  wel- 
fare will  not  be  delayed  on  account  of  waiting 
to  see  what  may  happen  in  other  communities 
where  a  trial  may  be  made  of  the  system.  Sir, 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
{MLi»  Fisher)  spoke  of  an  election  in  which  he 
was  engaged— in  1896,  I  think  he  said — and 
which,  having  gone  to  the  Supreme  Court,  it 
was  found  on  a  recount  of  the  votes  that  his 
majority  was  increased.  He  attributed  that 
to  corruption.  I  attribute  it  to  an  altogether 
•different  cause — error,  pure  error.  That,  Sir, 
eupplies  me  v?ith  another  reason  for  voting 
against  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  at  the 
present  moment.  If  an  error  was  found  on  a 
recount  of  the  votes  in  the  Supreme  Court,  the 
possibility  of  error  would  be  intensified  where 
xhe  votes  had  to  be  counted  twice,  thrioe,  or 
four  times.  These,  Sir,  are  reasons  why  I 
■cannot  at  the  present  time  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill.  Allusion  was  made  to 
the  combined  electorates  in  the  four  cities, 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Wairau  (Mr. 
Mills)  contended  that  the  cities  should  be  re- 
•converted  into  single  electorates.  Well,  it  will 
be  recollected.  Sir,  that  we  have  had  a  trial 
of  sin^e  electorates  in  the  cities  before,  and 
•experience  justified  our  going  back  to  the 
present  method.  I  think  there  are  reasons, 
independent  altogether  of  the  trial  having 
been  made  before,  why  we  should  adhere  to 
that  which  we  have.  The  reasons,  to  my  mind, 
are  these,  or  some  of  them,  at  all  events : 
If  you  divide  a  city  into  single  electorates,  you 
.must  first  of  all  take  into  account  the  fact 
that  a  city  electorate  is  more  combined  in 
general  interest  than  an  electorate  spread  over 
A  larger  area  of  oountiy.    You  may  often  have 


divided  interests  among  those  who  form  the 
body  of  electors  elsewhere,  but  in  the  city  it  is 
not  so.  Tney  are  undivided  in  their  material 
interests.  Then,  this  may  happen :  that  you 
have  in  one  single  city  electorate  a  number  of 
candidates  standing  of  the  very  poorest  calibre, 
while  in  another  electorate  of  the  same  city 
you  may  have  a  number  of  candidates  standing 
of  the  very  first  calibre.  There,  then,  you 
have  a  reason  why  you  should  not  have  single 
electorates,  when  the  electorate  is  confined  to 
making  a  choice  from  men  whom  they  would 
not — a  majority  of  them,  or  even  a  minority — 
vote  for,  when,  under  other  circumstances,  tney 
might  have  a  superior  c1a<3s  of  man  standing 
for  election.  That  in  itself  is  sufficient  reason, 
to  my  mind,  why  I  oould  not  support,  were  it 
proposed,  a  recurrence  to  single  electorates  for 
the  cities. 

Mr.  MILLS. — You  surely  have  one  good  man 
among  ten  thousand. 

Mr.  SLIGO. — You  may  have  in  the  one  in- 
stance three  or  four  candidates  who,  t3  put  it  in 
the  ordinary  manner  in  which  it  may  be  ex- 
pressed, are  "  duffers,"  and  another  electorate 
mav  have  three  or  four  first-rate  men  to  deiU 
with,  and  if  the  electorate  is  one  electorate  the 
electors  have  the  choice  of  voting  for  the  first- 
class  men.  In  another  electorate  they  have  no. 
choice  of  doing  anything  of  the  kind,  and  they 
poll  for  a  man  whom,  if  they  could  h^lp  it,  they 
would  not  elect  at  all.  I  was  about  to  say  that 
the  Premier,  in  speaking,  reminded  me  of  a 
line  from  Budyard  Kipling, — 

I'm  sick  of  all  their  quirks  and  twins. 

The  Premier  dwelt  on  the  stratagems,  expe- 
dients, and  trickery  connected  with  an  election. 
We  all  wish  that  we  could  invent  some  system 
under  which  the  people  of  the  colony  would  be 
enabled  to  record  their  votes  in  a  straight- 
forward manner,  and  without  the  strings  being 
pulled  by  politicians  in  a  way  that  often  is  done. 
He  spoke  of  ten-pound  notes  being  scattered 
about  by  this  side  of  the  House.  Now,  I  stood 
as  a  candidate  for  this  side  of  the  House,  and 
certainly  it  never  came  under  my  cognisance 
that  either  ten-pound  or  one-pound  notes 
were  scattered  about.  I  have  fought  my 
election  without  any  outside  aid  whatever, 
although  I  am  a  poor  man, — and  probably  I 
shall  do  it  again, — and  certainly  I  shall  have 
to  do  without  the  ten-pound  notes  if  I  am 
a  candidate,  just  as  I  had  to  do  without 
them  before.  I  am  perfectly  well  aware  that 
a  great  deal  of  trickery  and  a  great  deal  of 
corruption  enters  into  many  an  election,  but  to 
attribute  that  to  one  side  of  the  House  only  is 
a  conclusion  that  is  altogether  wide  of  the 
truth.  And,  if  I  know  anything  at  all  about 
elections,  I  should  say  the  boot  is  altogether  on 
the  other  foot. 

Mr.  HOGG  (Masterton).—!  think  I  may 
compliment  the  honourable  member  for  Ma- 
taura  on  having  produced  a  Bill  that  is  very 
necessary  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
great  anomalies  that  we  find  in  connection 
with  our  representation  in  New  Zealand.  A 
good  deal  has  b:en  said  about  this  Bill  being 
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somewhat  oompUoafced— difficult  to  work— but  I 
oau  hardly  imagine  any  measure  which  could  be 
much  more  remarkable  for  its  simplicity,  and, 
I  might  also  add,  its  inffenuity.  I  thmk  the  Pre- 
mier said  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  educate 
the  people  up  to  it.  My  impression  is  this : 
that  the  people  of  New  Zealand  are  suffi- 
ciently educated  now  in  electoral  matters  to  be 
able  to  grasp  a  Bill  of  this  extremely  simple 
character.  And  no  one  recognising  the  fact 
that  so  matjy  members  of  this  House  repre- 
sent minorities  in  their  constituencies  can 
fairly  contend  that  a  Bill  of  this  character  is 
uncalled  for.  I  maintain  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary ;  and  I  believe  further,  that,  so 
long  as  we  remain  under  our  present  system 
of  representation,  we  are  not  on  "  all-fcurs  " 
with  the  great  majority  of  the  enlightened 
countries  of  Europe.  Sir,  I  am  not  very 
particular  as  to  what  kind  of  measure  should 
be  passed,  but  any  measure  that  will  have  the 
effect  of  securing  the  representation  of  the 
majority  I  am  prepared  to  support,  and  that  is 
my  reason  for  supporting  this  Bill.  Had  it 
been  a  Second  Ballot  Bill,  I  should  have  sup- 
ported it  for  the  ve^  same  reason.  I  consider 
the  time  has  arrived  when  we  ought  to  secure 
in  this  country  absolute  majority  representa- 
tion. If  we  look  around  us  at  other  parts  of 
the  world,  what  do  we  see?  We  find  in  most 
of  the  countries  in  Europe  that  representatives, 
to  be  elected,  must  have  a  clear  majority  of 
the  votes  that  are  cast.  This  is  the  case  in 
France  and  in  Qermany.  In  France  an  abso- 
lute majority  has  to  be  polled,  and,  not  only 
that,  but  one-fourth  of  the  individuals  on 
the  roll  must  be  polled  by  the  successful 
candidate,  otherwise  there  must  be  a  second 
ballot.  In  Austria  and  in  Hungary  there  is 
a  second  ballot,  but  restricted  to  the  two 
highest  competitors.  In  Belgium  you  have  the 
same  system.  In  Portugal  you  will  find  it. 
In  Italy  the  representative  must  poll  at  least 
one-eighth  of  the  number  of  electors  on  the 
roll.  So  jou  will  find  that,  in  nearly  every  en- 
lightened country  in  Europe,  majority  represen- 
tation is  secured.  Great  Britain,  I  admit,  is 
somewhat  behind  the  age  in  this  respect.  Even 
in  Switzerland  a  second,  third,  and  a  fourth 
ballot  have  to  bo  taken  in  order  that  the  people 
shall  be  properly  represented  by  majorities. 
We  find  that  here  in  New  Zealand  all  kinds  of 
issues  are  brought  forward  on  the  occasion  of 
a  general  election.  For  what  purpose  7  Often 
for  the  purpose,  if  possible,  of  splitting  up 
the  vote  of  the  majority — not  the  vote  of  the 
minority.  You  will  generally  find  that  the 
minorities  adhere  closely  together.  We  know 
what  the  minority  usually  consists  of.  On 
scarcely  a  solitary  occasion  do  we  find  the 
Conservative  minority  introducing  more  than 
one  candidate.  But  how  many  Liberals  and 
sham  Liberals — how  many  dummies,  men  paid 
for  their  services — are  introduced  for  the  pur- 
pose of  splitting  up  the  Liberal  vete?  They 
are  continually  menacing  the  majosities  in 
this  country.  That  is  one  good  reason  why  the 
people  are  not  better  represented  in  this  House. 
Liberals  are  divided  very  often  on  minor  issues, 
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such  as  prohibition,  Bible  in  schools,  and  anch 
questions,  and  In  some  instances  all  kinds  of  fadi 
are  introduced.  This  Bill  has  one  great  merits 
which  has  not  been  sufficiently  pointed  out  in 
the  course  of  the  debate,  and  that  is  that  it  doee 
away  with  the  necessity  for  a  second  ba'bl. 
That  is  a  great  advantage.  lb  may  very  fairly 
be  termed  a  Bill  to  render  a  second  balioc  un- 
necessary. That,  I  think,  is  the  mo=t  pro- 
minent and  most  valuable  feature  aboct  iha 
measure,  and  for  that  reason,  if  for  no  other,  I 
intend  to  support  this  Bill.  I  shall  vote  for  it 
on  the  second  reading,  and  will  assist  to  get  it 
through  Committee.  I  hope  this  B\U  will  be 
passed  into  law.  I  think,  if  this  measure  were 
passed  into  law,  it  would  result  in  this :  that 
at  a  general  election  the  contest  would  be  a 
pure  test  of  strength — not  over  a  inultiili«itj 
of  issues,  but  between  two  great  issues— be- 
tween the  party  of  progress  and  enlighten- 
ment, the  unselfish  party — and  the  party  of 
selfishness  and  those  who  wish  to  go  b&ckwaids 
instead  of  forwards. 

Major  STEWARD  (Waitaki).-I  think  the 
honourable  member  for  Llataura  deserves  tbe 
thanks  of  the  House  for  having  broughi  for- 
ward the  Bill  now  under  discussicn.  Fn  a 
long  time  past  there  has  been  a  general  fce;ing 
throughout  the  colony  that  our  present  elec- 
toral laws  have  not  beep  working  satiaf act ciily, 
and  the  honourable  member  has  conferred  a 
distinct  benefit  upon  the  House  and  the  oountzy 
by  formulating  what,  I  think,  is  the  simplert 
Bill  which  we  have  yet  had  before  us.  Of 
course,  the  Bill  at  present  under  consideratioii 
is  practically  in  competition  with  the  proposals 
of  the  Bill  which  is  to  be  brought  down  by  tha 
Government— namely,  the  B.ll  for  the  seoood 
ballot ;  and  it  is  really  for  the  House  to  consider, 
if  the  difficulties  which  we  desire  to  meet  in 
regard  to  the  electoral  laws  are  to  be  met^ 
which  is  the  better  way  in  which  to  deal  with 
the  question.  With  regard  to  the  Second 
Ballot  Bill,  there  is  no  doubt  that  more  expensa 
would  be  involved.  There  is  also  the  fact— 
which,  I  presume,  will  be  admitted — that  pec^ 
will  be  disinclined  to  come  forward,  at  any 
rate  in  such  large  numbers,  on  the  second 
occasion  to  record  their  votes.  I  fear,  therefore, 
that  if  we  carry  the  second  ballot  we  shiJl  not 
arrive  at  what  we  want  to  arrive — ^namely,  a 
pronounced  declaration  of  public  opinioB. 
There  are  no  doubt  objections  to  the  pre?«Q( 
Bill,  and  some  of  these  have  been  very  ably 
put  forth  by  honourable  gentlemen  who  have 
preceded  me.  But  there  is  yet  another  whiek 
I  think  has  not  been  pointed  out,  and  I  indi- 
cate it  now  because,  if  the  Bill  gets  into  Com- 
mittee, as  I  trust  it  will,  there  will  then  be  aa 
opportunity  to  endeavour  to  meet  that  diffi- 
culty, as  well  as  other  difficulties  which  have 
been  alluded  to.  Say  there  are  three,  or  four,  or 
perhaps  more  oandidates  for  a  particular  seat. 

^QQ  1  am  afraid  that  some  of  the  electors 
'  *  who  have  to  indicate  the  order  of  their 
preference  by  numerals  will  make  the  mistake 
of  supposing  that  the  highest  numeral  repre- 
sents the  highest  degree  of  estimation ;  that,  in 
putting  down  the  figures  1, 2,  and  3,  the  electoia 
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will,  in  some  instanoeii,  have  the  impreasion 
that  the  candidate  who  has  against  his  name 
the  highest  figure  will  count  the  largest  num- 
her  of  votes.    If  that  mistake  be  made  in  only 
half  a  dozen  instances  in  a  closely  contested 
election,  it  follows  that  the  candidate  who  was 
intended  to  be  placed  first  may  be  found  to  come 
out  last.    It  is  true  that  the  electors  of  New 
Zealand  are  fairly  well  educated,  and  we  ought 
not  to  suppose  that  there  will  be  very  many  in- 
stances of  such  a  mistake  as  that ;  further,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  in  time,  if  such  mistakes  do 
occur  at  first,  they  will  eventually  be  corrected 
by  experience.    I  therefore  do  not  look  upon  the 
objection  as  a  formidable  one,  but  it  is,  never- 
theless, a  danger  that  will   arise    when  the 
Sstem  comes  to  be  carried  out.     The  Bight 
on.    the  Premier,  in  speaking  to  the  Bill, 
pointed  out  another  matter.      Supposing  the 
case  of  three  candidates  for  one  electorate,  and 
an  aggregate  of  sixty-two  votes  polled,  he  sug- 
gested that  candidate  No.  1  might  poll  thirty, 
candidate  No.  2  twenty- two,  and  candidate  No. 
8  twelve  votes ;  that,  by  preconcerted  arrange- 
ment, those  voting  for  Nos.  2  and  3  might  give 
their  second  votes  to  Nos.  8  and  2,  and  that 
then,  as  No.  1  was  in  a  minority  of  the  whole — 
that  is  to  say,  did  not  poll  the  quota— there 
would  have  to  be  a  count  of  the  votes  of  the 
third  candidate,  and  it  would  turn  out  inevit- 
ably that  the  arrangement  made  as  between 
Nos.  2  and  8  would  be  successful,  and  that 
either  No.  2  or  No.  8  would  be  returned.    Now, 
I  think  the  case  supposed  proves  the  exact 
reverse  of  what  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man  intended  to  prove.     For,   if   candidate 
No.    1    were    a  Liberal,  and  Nos.   2   and   8 
Conservatives,  then  it  is  obvious  that  if  twenty 
votes  were  given  to  Conservative  No.  2,  and 
twelve- votes  to  Conservative  No.  8,  there  would 
be,  at  any  rate,  thirty-two  Conservatives  in  all 
who  preferred  one  or  other  of  these  two  candi- 
dates.   Therefore,  a  Conservative  would  be  re- 
turned to  represent  a  Conservative  majority, 
and  not  a  minority  as  the  Premier  indicated. 
But  there  was  another  suggestion  the  Premier 
made  with  regard  to  this  matter,  which  I  would 
like  to  say  something  about.    Generally  speak- 
ing, no  difficulty  is  presented  in  the  case  where 
there  are  only  three  candidates ;  indeed,  I  think 
it  is  seen  by  all  that,  if  there  are  only  three 
candidates,  the  one  who  is  last  on  the  poll  may 
be  put  aside,  and  that  as  between  the  remain- 
ing  two,  all    that   is    necessary  is   to  ascer- 
tain  the   preference    of    those   persons   who 
voted  for  the  third  candidate.     I  think  the 
difficulty  arises  where   there  are  more  than 
three  candidates,  and  I  would  suggest  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  provide  in  the 
Bill  that  in  all  such  cases  the  votes  polled 
for  all  the    candidates  below    the   first    two 
should  be  cancelled,  and  their  next  preference 
votes  distributed  as  between  No.  1  and  No.  2. 
This  would  practically  meet  the  case,  and  I 
think  it  would  obviate  the  difficulty  that  was 
pointed  out  by  the  Premier.    With  regard  to 
the  question  of  city  electorates,  it  seems  to  me 
that,  if  we  carry  ihiu  Bill,  we  shall  inevitably 
have  to  make  all  electorates  single,  including 


those  of  the  cities.  I  think  there  will  be  a  great 
many  difficulties  in  conducting  elections  under 
this  Bill  in  the  four  city  electorates  as  at  present 
constituted,  and  that  its  necessary  corollary  is 
the  adoption  of  the  system  of  single  electorates 
throughout  the  colony,  making  no  exception 
in  the  case  of  the  cities.  I  myself  have  always 
been  in  favour  of  that  position,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  any  advantage  has  been  gained 
through  our  departure  from  the  system  of 
single  electorates  in  the  case  of  the  four  large 
centres.  On  the  whole,  I  look  on  the  present 
Bill  as  a  very  honest  attempt  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  public,  and  I  do  not  see 
any  difficulties  in  connection  with  the  matter 
which  may  not  be  successfully  dealt  with  when 
it  goes  into  Committee.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  honourable  member  proposes  to  accept  the 
suggestion  of  the  Premier  to  refer  the  Bill,  if 
he  carries  the  second  reading,  to  a  special 
Committee  to  deal  with  it;  but  I  think  the 
suggestion  a  good  one,  as  in  such  a  Committee 
all  these  points  might  be  threshed  out  and 
dealt  with,  with  advantage  to  the  House,  by 
removing  some  of  the  objections  which  have 
been  brought  against  the  Bill.  I  shall  vote  for 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  (Grey).— Sir,  I  was  rather 
astonished  at  the  concluding  remarks  of  the 
Premier  when,  in  giving  some  reasons  why  we 
should  not  support  this  Bill,  he  stated  that  he 
intended  to  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  it. 
But  it  appears  to  me  that  bis  declaration  was 
an  abandoimient  of  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  bring  in  a  Second  Ballot  Bill. 
I  think  there  are  one  or  two  points  in  the 
Premier's  speech  which  will  require  to  be 
explained  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  large  number 
of  members  before  their  votes  can  be  cast  for 
the  second  reading  of  this  measure.  For 
instance,  what  possible  ground  or  reason  can 
be  urged  why  a  candidate  in  an  election,  we 
will  say,  where  the  majority  polls  under  the 
head  of  the  third  ballot  1,000,  the  second  man 
polls  990,  and  the  third  man  polls  only  11 — 
what  possible  reason  can  there  be  for  giving 
to  the  man  who  polls  eleven,  or  to  those  who 
think  that  eleven  electors  who  vote  for  such 
an  insignificant  candidate  that  out  of  2,001 
voters  be  can  only  get  eleven  votes — what 
reason  or  argument  can  be  shown  why 
those  should  have  a  second  vote  ?  Until  that 
question  can  be  satisfactorily  answered,  I  can- 
not see  my  way  to  support  this  Bill.  I  was  as- 
tonished at  the  honourable  and  enlightened 
member  for  Masterton  quoting  us  instances  of 
all  the  intelligent  countries  that  have  adopted 
a  measure  qaite  at  variance  with  the  legislation 
on  the  subject  in  the  principal  Legipl  vture  of 
the  Empire  we  have  the  honour  to  belong  to. 
His  argument  was,  that  he  made  those  quota- 
tions in  order  to  support  this  Bill  ;  but  all  the 
quotations  that  he  gave  us  tended  to  show  that 
the  measure  we  should  support  was  the  Bill 
which,  I  understand,  the  Government  in- 
tended to  bring  in— namely,  the  Second  Ballot 
Bill.  That  is  what  all  these  quotationii, 
if  they  are  of  any  value  at  all,  were  used 
for,   and  not   in  support    of   this  measure. 
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There  are  also  objectionB  with  regard  to  the 
working  of  the  ByBtem,  which,  I  think,  would 
be  found  to  ba  very  complioated.  For  instance, 
I  fail  to  see  how  you  can  give  effect  to  it  in 
New  Zealand  so  long  as  you  continue  two  sys- 
tems of  electorates— city  and  country— elec- 
torates returning  one  man,  and  electorates  re- 
turning three  men.  Is  it  possible  for  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  tell  us  in  a  closely 
contested  city  election,  where  there  are  six  or 
seven  candidates  running,  that  those  returned 
do  not  represent  the  majority  of  the  votes — 
that  the  majority  of  those  persons  who  went  to 
the  poll  have  not  been  represented,  because 
those  who  have  been  elected  may  have  been 
voted  for  by  persons  plumping  ?  How  is  he  to 
tell  whether  this  was  so  or  not  ?  How  is  he 
to  ascertain  and  draw  this  distinction  so  as 
to  find  out  whether  the  persons  returned  in  the 
first  count  have  been  returned  by  a  majority 
of  men  or  women  voting  in  that  direction? 
There  is  the  system  of  plumping.  But  where 
you  have  single  electorates  with  one  man 
returned,  and  electorates  with  three  members 
returned,  and  each  elector  in  the  city  has  three 
votes,  how  are  you  going  to  ascertain  whether 
the  three  returned  have  not  the  majority  of  the 
votes  recorded  voting  for  them?  That  is  a 
little  problem  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
have  to  solve  before  he  can  ask  us  to  support 
this  Bill.  To  my  mind,  the  present  system 
is  not  a  system  that  this  side  of  the  House 
ought  to  take  much  exception  to— that  is,  the 
system  we  have  been  acting  under  since  New 
Zealand  was  granted  constitutional  govern- 
ment. If  we  look  at  the  numbers,  taking  the 
case  of  the  single  electorates,  what  do  we  find  ? 
That  there  are  thirteen  members  in  this  House 
representing  single  electorates  who  represent 
mmorities,  out  of  fifty-six  single  electorates, 
and  out  of  that  thirteen  there  are  only  five  on 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House— including 
*'  lef t-wmgers  " — and  eight  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  Why  should  we  disturb  this  sort  of 
thing  ?  So  long  as  we  keep  the  majority  on 
this  side  of  the  House  by  this  system,  let  well 
alone.  Doriog  the  discussion  on  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House,  a  great  deal  of  argument  has 
been  used  against  the  Second  Ballot  Bill.  To 
my  mind,  if  there  is  to  be  any  alteration  at  all, 
that  is  the  direction  in  which  it  should  go,  and 
I  will  give  one  strong  reason  that  I  think 
exists  for  it.  It  is  this :  if  it  is  well  known  in 
single  electorates  that  a  second  ballot  will  take 
place,  it  will  have  the  effect  of  weeding-out 
candidates  who  know  they  will  have  no  show. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — ^No. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.  —  Most  decidedly.  They 
would  not  stand,  because  they  know,  if  a  second 
ballot  has  to  be  taken,  they  will  have  not  the 
slightest  chance  of  being  returned.  It  would 
have  the  effect  of  preventing  a  large  number  of 
candidates  coming  out  to  split  up  the  votes. 
That  is  my  opinion.  I  have  fought  six  con- 
tested elections  for  a  seat  in  this  House,  and  I 
have  seen  a  good  many  others  fought,  and  that 
would  be  the  effect  of  it.  Many  persons  stand 
now  on  the  chance  of  slipping  in  between  two 
others,  but  if  they  knew  they  would  have  to  go 

Mr.  QuinneM 


to  a  second  ballot  they  would  not  stand.  Tkij 
would  know  that  in  the  second  ballot  th^ 
would  have  no  chance  at  all.  Of  coarae,  tas 
greatest  objection  to  the  second  balloi  is  tlu 
expense  of  going  through  the  election  sgiiii, 
and  the  difficulty  that  might  exist  io  bang- 
ing the  electors  to  the  poll.  Bat  then  is 
a  good  deal  idso  in  what  the  Premier  lus 
tola  us  :  that  when  the  excitement  is  WBim, 
and  the  election  is  to  be  held  a  few  dftji 
afterwards,  there  will  not  be  much  diffieoltj 
in  getting  the  electors  to  vote  a  eeoond  time. 
Take  the  three  cases — liberals,  Gonsetvativei, 
and,  say.  Prohibitionists.  Let  us  assume  tint 
the  Prohibitionists  are  the  weakest.  '  Thej 
know  that  if  the  votes  are  to  be  split  up  W 
tween  the  Liberals  and  the  Oonservatives,  the 
Prohibitionists  may  slip  in  at  the  poll.  Bat, if 
a  second  ballot  is  held,  the  Prohibition  candi- 
date will  have  no  chanoe  of  election,  sod 
therefore  he  would  not  run  as  a  candiJite. 
The  Prohibition  candidate  would  reoeive  thi 
votes  of  Prohibitionists  representing  a  lugs 
section  of  the  Liberal  electors,  which,  on  s 
second  ballot,  would  no  doubt  be  given  to  ^ 
Liberal  candidate,  who  would  be  retuosd. 
Therefore,  if  any  alteration  is  made,  I  would 
strongly  support  the  provisions  of  the  Seeood 
Ballot  Bill  as  against  this  Bill,  which  provides 
a  complicated  system  that  would  be  diffieolt 
for  the  general  body  of  the  electors  to  nndo^ 
stand.  Honourable  members  may  say  ibij 
understand  the  system  proposed,  and  it  nuy 
be  casting  a  rafiection  on  the  intelligence  ol  tlie 
general  mass  of  the  people  to  say  they  do  not 
understand  it ;  but  I  would  point  out  that,  evaa 
imder  the  existing  system  of  voting,  msny 
electors  make  mistakes.  We  know  what  hsp- 
pened  io  regard  to  the  taking  of  the  loesl 
option  vote.  That  was  a  new  system^  Uist 
certainly  seemed  simple  enough;  but  look  st 
the  mistakes  that  were  made.  If  this  pcoposid  . 
system  is  introduced,  then  it  will  be  found  bf 
the  general  body  of  voters  to  be  complicstsd, 
and  we  shall  have  confusion  worse  confonaded, 
and,  therefore,  we  shall  not  get  what  tbt 
honourable  gentleman  aims  at.  What  vt 
should  aim  at  is  having  the  majociky  sb^ 
sen  ted.  At  present  it  is  not  such  a  glmg 
mistake  or  grievance  that  we  need  say  moek 
about  it,  especially  on  this  side  of  the  Hoottt 
but  if  there  is  to  be  an  alteration  I  think  it 
should  be  in  the  direction  indicated  by  the  G^ 
vemment— the  Second  Ballot  Bill.  I  nfeit 
that  I  cannot  understand  the  attitude  of  the 
Premier  in  making  the  remarks  he  did  ante 
we  can  t&ke  his  speech  as  an  indication  that  A* 
Qovernment  intends  to  abandon  the  Seooid 
Ballot  Bill. 

Mr.  CROWTHEB  (Auckland  City).— Sir, Hkt 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitaki,  I  feel  it 
is  beyond  all  doubt  that,  if  this  Bill  beeeai 
law,  our  electorates  within  the  city  boundiiiei 
would  have  to  be  cut  up  into  wards  again.  I 
cannot  possaibly  conceive  how  we  could  put  into 
the  hands  of  electors,  when  they  go  to  aneiee- 
tion,  a  paper  with  twelve  names  on  it,  eaeh  oM 
representing  a  value  in  proportion  to  the  sn*- 
her  set  against  it.    It  would  confuse  any  oBt 
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of  08.  Yoa  would  have  to  have  the  paper  pre- 
pared previoasly  for  the  people  to  study,  or  the 
Beturning  Officer  would  nave  no  end  of  trouble 
when  he  came  to  make  up  the  numbers.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  possible  to  work  the  system  in 
oar  city  electorates.  I  have  seen  people  stand- 
ing at  the  doors  for  fully  an  hour  before  they 
could  get  in  to  vote ;  and  just  imagine  people 
orowdmg  on  one  another  in  that  way,  each  one 
having  a  ballot-paper  in  his  hand,  with  his 
twelve  different  values  upon  it.  It  ia  quite  out 
of  reason,  I  think,  to  expect  any  voter,  however 
iatelligent  he  may  be,  to  go  to  the  booth  and 
prepare  this  paper  in  such  a  form  that  it  would 
comply  with  the  regulations  set  forth  in  the 
Bill.  I  have  no  desire  to  vote  against  the  Bill, 
if  the  promoter  of  the  Bill  will  accept  the  sug- 

festion  made  to  refer  it  to  a  Oommittee  to 
nock  it  into  shape.  But,  if  we  are  to  vote  on 
it  in  this  bare  form,  being  convinced,  as  I  am, 
that  it  does  not  meet  and  cannot  possibly  be 
made  to  meet  our  condition  of  things  in  the 
cities,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  vote  against  it. 
I  cannot  get  away  from  this  fact :  that  we  may 
have  more  than  twelve  candidates  for  the  city, 
and  when  those  name?  are  submitted,  and  we 
have  the  rush  and  bustle  that  frequently  hap- 
pens at  certain  hours  of  the  day,  there  would 
be  such  confusion,  that  I  fear  we  should  hear 
that,  through  some  great  informality,  the  elec- 
tions were  invalid.  I  strongly  recommend  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  to 
allow  it  to  go  to  a  Committee  for  revision,  and 
to  let  us  see  what  it  is  like  when  it  comes  down 
again. 

Mr.  HERBIES  (Bay  of  Plenty).— Sir,  I  am 
not  at  all  convinced  of  the  necessity  for  a  Bill 
of  this  kind.  Of  course,  it  is  very  desirable  in 
every  way  that  majorities  should  be  repre- 
sented, but  I  think  the  present  composition  of 
the  House  sufficiently  shows  that  the  present 
system  of  electoral  law  is  working  fairly  well. 
But,  if  we  are  to  have  a  change,  this  Bill  will  be 
far  preferable  to  that  proposed  by  the  Premier 
— the  Second  Ballot  Bill.  Certainly,  I  do  not 
think  that  this  would  be  at  all  confusing  to  the 
average  elector,  and  I  think  to  candidates  it  is 
nreferable  in  every  way  to  the  second  ballot. 
Kg  doubt  a  system  of  second  ballot  would  be  of 
advantage  to  the  rich  man,  for  a  man  of  wealth 
would  he  able  to  get  his  people  back  to  the 
second  ballot — he  would  be  able  to  command 
buggies  and  conveyances,  and  would  score  a 
great  advantage  over  the  man  who  had  no  cash. 
The  honourable  member  for  the  Grey  said 
the  number  of  candidates  would  be  much 
less  under  the  second  ballot.  That  id  not  my 
impression,  nor  is  it,  I  believe,  the  impres- 
aion  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  this 
House.  I  thinJc,  Sir,  there  would  be  more  can- 
didaktes,  and  that  candidateq  would  come  for- 
ward on  the  chance  of  bein«(  bought  off,  pos- 
sibly 80  as  to  prevent  a  second  ballot,  bcoause, 
of  Gouree,  the  object  of  men  of  both  parties — 
•Conservatives  and  Liberals — would  be  to  have 
BO  seoond  ballot,  and  men  might  stand  as  can- 
didates for  the  chance  of  being  paid  to  retire. 
Such  things  have  been  done,  and  may  be  done 
.again.    Under  the   Bill  which  is  before  the 


House  now,  I  do  not  think  anything  like  that 
would  occur.  There  is,  I  think,  some  truth  in 
the  contention  of  my  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Auckland  City,  that  it  would  cause 
congestion  at  the  polling-booths  in  the  large 
city  electorates.  Ttie  time  a  man  would  take 
filling  up  his  ballot-paper  under  this  system 
would  be  longer  than  uoder  the  old  system,  but 
that  might,  of  course,  be  remedied  by  having 
more  roomy  polling-places  or  by  additional 
polling-places.  A  great  deal  may  be  done 
by  increasing  the  room  in  the  polling-places. 
Very  often  the  places  in  which  electors  have 
to  vote  are  so  small  that  they  have  hardly 
room  to  turn  round.  That  is  so  in  many 
country  polling- places,  but  it  can  hardly  be 
urged  as  an  objection  to  the  Bill,  as  it  is  a  mere 
question  of  detail.  The  Beturning  Officers 
might  be  instructed  to  hire  more  rooms,  and 
larger  rooms ;  and,  if  five  or  six  persons  could 
go  into  a  booth,  where  formerly  only  three 
could  go  at  once,  the  taking  of  the  votes  would 
require  only  half  the  time.  There  is  an  objec- 
tion urged  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Bruce,  which  also  occurred  to  me  and  to  other 
members,  with  regard  to  taking  the  lowest 
name  first.  Well,  I  have  carefully  gone  through 
the  sample  figures  that  the  honourable  member 
has  put  in  front  of  his  Bill,  and  I  cannot  find 
that  there  is  any  unfairness  in  taking  the 
lowest  man.  Supposing  we  take  the  figures  as 
they  are  there  stated  :  however  you  manipulate 
them,  whether  you  take  the  second  votes  of 
the  lowest  man  first,  or  of  the  lowest  and  lowest 
but  one  mixed  together,  the  result  will  be 
the  same  as  regards  the  man  who  gets  in 
eventually,  though  the  number  of  his  majority 
might  be  different.  I  am  quite  satisfied  of  that 
from  the  way  I  have  tried  it.  I  think  the 
honourable  member  for  Bruce  will  see,  if  he 
tries  it,  that  the  right  man  always  gets  the 
majority,  though  the  number  of  his  majority 
may  not  always  be  the  same.  Of  course,  the 
case  quoted  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Tuapeka  has  also  to  be  looked  into,  and  no 
doubt  the  honourable  member  for  Matiaura  will 
fully  answer  that.  It  is  quite  possible  that 
voting  on  this  system  would  increase  what  is 
known  as  the  ticket  system.  It  would  very 
possibly  increase  the  powers  of  the  great  par- 
ties, the  Prohibitionists  and  the  brewers.  No 
doubt  they  would  run  on  tickets.  These  parties 
are  generally  better  organized  than  the  two 
political  parties,  and  in  their  interests  would 
no  doubt  run  men  who  had  no  chance  of  get- 
ting in,  on  purpose  to  be  able  to  send  the  second 
vote  to  a  candidate  they  wanted  to  get  in. 
That  would  be  done,  but  it  would  be  done,  of 
course,  under  any  system  of  preferential  voting. 
That  is  the  fault  of  the  system.  And  whether 
that  is  a  good  thing  or  not  remains  to  be 
seen.  It  certainly  tends  to  better  organi- 
zation on  the  part  of  the  principal  poli- 
tical parties,  so  that,  taking  it  altogether,  I 
think  we  should  certainly  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  which  may  be  improved  in 
Committee,  but  which,  no  doubt,  is  a  distinct 
advance  on  what  the  Premier  proposes;  and,  if 
we  are  to  have  any  change  at  all,  certainly  we 
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ought  to  get  this  Bill,  for  it  is  better  than  what 
is  proposed  by  the  Premier.  But  it  is  an  argu- 
able point  whether  or  not  we  should  have  any 
change  at  all— whether  the  present  system  of 
elections  is  not  as  good  as  it  can  reasonably  be 
expected  to  be,  or  whether  our  legislation  would 
be  better  if  our  electoral  laws  were  perfect.  I 
should  very  much  doubt  it.  So  far  as  I  can  see 
at  present,  the  House  is  a  good  representative 
body  of  the  whole  of  the  people  of  the  colony, 
and  it  is  a  matter  for  argument  whether  the 
system  should  be  altered  to  give  efiect  to  this 
Bill.  I,  in  ocimmon  with  other  members,  was 
much  surprised  at  the  attitude  of  the  Premier. 
I  noticed  last  year  he  did  not  vote  at  all  on  the 
Bill.  This  year  he  proposes  to  vote  for  the 
second  reading,  but  yet  proposes  to  bring  in  the 
Bill  for  second  ballot,  which  is  entirely  contrary 
to  the  spirit  of  this  Bill.  I  am  quite  certain 
y.  Q  that,  however  you  manipulate  the 
'  '  figures  given  in  the  sample  election 
quoted,  whether  you  take  the  second  votes  of 
the  last  or  the  third  separately  or  collectively, 
the  result  will  always  be  the  same — that  the 
same  man  will  come  out  on  top. 

Mr.  GBOWTH£B.~What  is  the  good  of  the 
flgores,  then  ? 

Mr.  HEBRIES.— The  honourable  member 
for  Mataura  will  explain  that  better  than  I  can. 
An  argument  that  has  been  adduced  is  this: 
If  you  take  the  second  votes  of  the  lowest  can- 
didates, why  should  you  not  take  the  second 
votes  of  the  first  two  candidates,  or  supposing 

?ou  take  the  second  numbers  of  the  whole  lot  ? 
'hen  it  is  quite  possible  the  last  might  be  first, 
and  tlfe  first  might  be  last.  I  would  like  the 
honourable  member  for  Mataura  to  explain  why 
you  should  not  take  the  second  numbers  of  the 
first  two.  If  you  take  the  second  numbers  of 
the  first  two,  the  third  man  might  get  in.  I  do 
not  think  those  objections  have  any  force  in 
them,  but  still  they  have  been  mooted,  and  it  is 

S'  st  as  well  that  the  honourable  member  for 
ataura  should  explain  them  in  his  reply.  I 
believe  the  Bill  is  a  fair  one,  and  that  it  will 
work  well  in  country  districts — I  do  not  think 
it  will  work  so  well  in  towns— and  I  am  pre- 
pared to  support  tha  second  reading. 

Mr.  R  McEENZIE  (Motueka).—!  entirely 
agree  with  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay 
of  Plenty  in  the  remarks  he  made  about  the 
third  or  any  lower  candidate  being  likely  to  get 
in.  Supposing  there  was  a  case  in  which  800 
votes  are  polled,  and  the  first  candidate  gets 
101,  the  second  100,  and  the  third  99.  If  all 
the  preference  votes  that  are  polled  for  the 
highest  man— the  man  who  gets  101— are  sent 
on  to  the  third  man,  then  the  third  man  will 
be  returned  ;  so  that  I  fail  to  see  why  the  two 
highest  on  the  list  should  be  allowed  the  privi- 
lege of  the  preference  votes,  and  the  last  man 
on  the  list  struck  off.  To  make  the  Bill  a  fair 
one,  it  would  be  necessary  for  all  the  votes 
being  counted  for  the  different  candidates  in 
the  way  they  are  cast.  From  the  discussion 
that  has  taken  place  I  am  satisfied  members 
of  the  House  recognise  there  is  a  necessity  for 
some  reform  in  our  electoral  laws  on  this  point. 

Ifr.  Berries 


I  do  not  think  in  its  present  form  it  is  the 
best  Bill  that  could  be  devised  for  the  pur- 
pose, but  I  prefer  it  to  any  of  the  others  we 
have  before  the  House  at  the  present  time. 
I  think  it  is  much  more  convenient  and  eeooo- 
mical  than  the  second  ballot.  In  my  opin!Oo» 
the  second  ballot  would  never  work  sati^fao- 
torily  in  the  country  districts  at  all.  A  con- 
siderable time  would  be  necessary  before  the 
taking  of  the  second  ballot.  There  are  places 
in  my  electorate  where  it  takes  seven  or  eight 
days  to  get  the  voting-papers  returned  to  the 
principal  polling-booth.  It  would  take  another 
ten  days  to  get  them  back,  and  therefore  a  great 
length  of  time  would  be  required  between  tbs 
first  and  the  second  poll.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  put  people  to  the  trouble,  and  the 
country  to  the  expense,  of  a  second  elecuco. 
This  Bill  is  in  a  better  form  than  it  appeared 
in  last  year;  and  I  am  going  to  support  the 
second  reading,  with  the  intention  that  it  shall 
go  before  Committee,  and  if  the  Committee 
can  devise  something  satisfactory  to  the  majo- 
rity of  the  House  it  would  be  a  great  improve- 
ment on  the  present  system. 

Mr.  LEWIS  (Christchurch  City).— I  voted  for 
the  Bill  last  session,  and  I  am  going  to  repeat 
the  operation  to-night.  But  I  should  like  to 
know  something  about  the  question  of  this 
third  man,  and  why  the  second  votes  cast  for 
the  first  two  candidates  should  not  be  cast  in 
his  interest.  The  honourable  gentleman  ap- 
pears to  overlook  the  motive  by  which  a  large 
number  who  vote  are  actuated.  They  go  to  the 
poll,  first  of  all,  for  the  purpose  of  puttirg  sozne- 
body  in  ;  but,  in  many  cases,  the  predominaciog 
infiuenco  that  brings  them  there  is  co  keep 
somebody  eke  out.  Now,  taking  these  three 
names,  we  have  Beid  and  Turner  as  the  tvo 
prominent  figures  at  this  election,  and  Braddon 
against  them.  The  men  voting  for  Re  id  woali 
vote  for  him  with  the  idea  of  getting  him  in, 
and  their  next  impulse  would  be  to  keep  Turner 
out,  and  vice  versd.  If  those  who  voted  for 
Turner  could  not  get  him  in,  then  they  would 
move  heaven  and  earth  to  keep  Beid  oat, 
and  Braddon  would  get  their  preference  votes. 
Thus,  in  addition  to  his  own  8,400  votes,  ha 
would  get  8,500  from  Beid  and  Turner.  This 
would  give  him  11,900  votes  as  against  the  7,500 
or  so  polled  by  the  other  two.  In  any  case, 
Braddon  is  only  100  behind  the  second  man  an 
the  first  count.  I  want  to  know  why  Braddon 
should  not  be  elected.  It  must  be  recollected 
that  the  people  who  vote  for  Beid  and  Turner 
show  they  are  more  closely  In  touch  with  popu- 
lar opinion  than  those  who  vote  against  them. 
They  are  very  close  up  to  popular  opinion,  and 
I  say  their  votes  are  entitled  to  more  respect 
than  the  votes  of  those  who  vote  against  ihem; 
and  it  might  easily  happen  that  Braddon  would 
get  over  11,000  votes,  and  that  would  put  him 
in  by  a  majority  of  three  or  four  thousand  over 
the  others.  I  will  vote  to  put  the  Bill  into 
Committee,  and,  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  not  time  in  his  reply  to  go  fully  into  the 
question  of  this  third  man,  I  hope  when  he  is 
sitting  at  that  table  we  shaU  have  the  fullest 
information  from  him. 
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Mr.  McNAB  rMataura^. — I  most  (hank  the 
House  for  the  debate  wnich  has  taken  plaoe. 
It  has  shown  that  there  may  he  some  points 
in  which  it  oould  be  improved  in  Committee, 
but  more  particularly  it  has  shown  what 
objeotions  honourable  members  have  to  the  Bill, 
and  I  propose  dealing  with  some  of  them  just 
now.  First,  I  will  try  to  deal  with  the  question 
of  the  second  voto.  The  whole  thing  is  based 
on  a  total  misconception  of  what  the  Bill 
means,  and  the  reason  why  this  difficulty  has 
risen  is  that  in  the  minds  of  some  members 
there  is  an  idea  that  there  is  a  second  vote, 
there  is  no  such  thing :  there  is  only  one  vote, 
and  this  in  certain  emergencies  is  transferred. 
Therefore,  when  talking  about  the  second  votes 
for  the  first  and  second  goin^  to  the  third,  it  is 
nonsense,  because  that  is  giving  a  vote  to  the 
first  man,  and  putting  at  his  disposal  a  second 
▼ote  for  somebody  else.  There  is  no  second  vote, 
and  that  is  where  the  honourable  member  for 
Motueka  got  confused  in  his  mind.  In  the 
illustration  he  mentioned,  he  said,  If  the  first 
was  getting  101  votes,  the  second  100,  and 
the  third  99,  why  might  not  the  first  man 
combine  with  the  third  and  carry  the  poll? 
Tou  could  only  do  that  by  giving  tbem  two 
Totes.  But  there  is  no  such  thing.  This 
system  is  an  endeavour  to  reproduce  that  con- 
dition of  things  which  would  have  existed  at 
the  ballot-box  if  the  man  who  is  at  the  bottom, 
and  hopelessly  out  of  it,  had  not  come  into  the 
contest  and  disturbed  the  electors  in  their 
choice  of  a  representative.  Honourable  mem- 
bers must  keep  this  statement  before  their  eyes. 
The  honourable  member  for  Bruce  fell  into  a 
great  mistake  when  he  said  that  the  system 
might  not  work,  because,  when  the  second  and 
third  were  added  together,  they  might  defeat 
the  first  man.  The  answer  is  that,  if  the  first 
man  had  an  absolute  majority,  such  a  state  of 
affairs  could  not  arise.  Now,  in  reference  to 
tiie  arguments  of  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Grey.  He  said.  In  a  case  where  A  gets 
1,000  votes,  B  990,  and  C  11,  why  leave  to  the 
eleven  the  decision  whether  A  or  B  is  to  be  the 
representative.  The  Premier  called,  "Hear, 
hear,"  and  the  honourable  member,  although 
he  would  not  leave  the  decision  of  the  election 
to  the  eleven  men,  would  yet  allow  them, 
under  the  second-bsJlot  system,  to  plunge  the 
whole  electorato  into  the  turmoil  and  cost 
of  a  second  election ;  while  all  you  would  have 
to  do  under  the  proposed  Bill  would  be  to 
examine  eleven  papers — it  would  only  take  a 
minute  and  a  half  at  the  outside— and  dis- 
tiibute  the  votes  accordingly.  I  could  have 
understood  his  objections  if  he  had  not  given 
any  support  to  the  second  ballot  at  all.  The 
Premier  supported  him,  and  his  view  on  this 
question  was  exactly  the  seune.  His  argument 
in  this  respect  was  very  weak.  Then,  he  (Mr. 
Guinness)  said  it  could  not  work  as  long  as  we 
hsbd  two  kinds  of  electorates ;  and  that  was  sup- 
ported by  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land City  (Mr.  Crowther).  It  works  in  Queens- 
land, and  they  have  two  kinds  of  elec- 
torates there,  and  to  that  part  of  the  sys- 
tem there  has  never  been  an  objection.    A 


great  number  of  thehr  electorates  are  double 
ones.  Then,  as  to  the  argument  that  as  long 
as  we  have  a  majority  out  of  the  present  sys- 
tem we  should  not  alter  it,  that  anwers  iteeif. 
A  system  of  electing  members  to  this  House 
ought  not  to  depend  on  the  selfish  argument  of 
which  side  is  getting  most  members  under  the 
system.  Even  the  member  for  Wairarapa  will 
agree  with  me  in  that.  Another  series  of  argu- 
ments group  round  the  question  of  retaining  in 
the  ballot  the  first  two,  and  distributing  all  the 
votes  belonging  to  8,  4,  and  5  between  1  and  2. 
That  is  the  Queensland  system — that  is,  to 
retain  the  first  two  and  distribute  the  votes  of 
the  remainder.  Well,  my  objection  to  that  is : 
first  of  all,  if  you  are  going  to  alter  the  present 
system,  alter  it  for  a  system  which  is  theoreti- 
cally and  practically  complete  along  ihe  new 
lines.  You  might  be  cutting  out,  in  the  case  of 
the  third  man,  the  man  who  will  come  in  ulti- 
mately. There  was  a  contest  in  1896  for  this 
House  at  the  general  election,  where  it  is  hard 
to  say  whether  the  third  man  was  out  of  it 
if  there  had  been  a  distribution  of  the  lowest 
votes.  Again,  in  that  particular  contest — and 
it  might  so  happen  in  numbers  of  places — the 
first  and  second  men  were  on  the  same  side 
of  politics,  and  you  would  be  compelling  the 
whole  of  the  electors  voting  for  Nos.  3,  4,  and  5 
to  make  a  selection  between  the  two  on  the 
other  side  of  politics.  If  you  are  going  to  have 
a  system  at  all,  let  it  be  such  a  system  as 
starts  with  the  bottom  man  and  works  up  to 
the  top.  There  are  other  objeotions  to  which  I 
do  not  wish  to  refer,  as  I  recognise  there  is  an- 
other Bill  on  the  Order  Paper.  The  honourable 
member  for  the  Thskmes  spoke  about  the  majori- 
ties not  being  represented  in  this  House.  Well, 
that  was  an  unfortunate  expreEsion  of  mine, 
used  in  introducing  the  Bill.  What  I  [should 
have  said  was,  not  that  members  did  not 
represent  the  majority,  because,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  we  all  represent  our  constituencies,, 
whether  majorities  or  minorities  —  what  I 
should  have  said  was  that  there  were  members 
here  who  have  been  elected  not  by  a  majority 
but  by  a  minority.  I  made  a  mistake  in  using 
that  expression.  Then,  as  to  the  member  for 
Dunedin  Oity  (Mr.  Millar).  The  honourable 
gentleman  raised  an  objection  to  the  Queens- 
land system,  and,  if  honourable  members  will 
remember,  I  asked  him  at  the  time  to  what 
year  he  was  referring,  and  he  said,  "  To  the 
year  1890."  Sir,  this  system  was  not  in  opera- 
tion in  Queensland  in  the  year  1890.  I  nave 
before  me  here  tl|e  Queensland  stetutes  of 
1897,  and  there  is  a  consolidating  measure 
which  applied  before  the  Act  of  1892  came  into 
operation.  I  shall  just  read  section  75  of  the 
consolidating  Act.  It  is  as  follows:  —  **An 
elector  may  vote*  in  the  first  instance  for 
any  number  of  candidates  not  exceeding  the 
number  of  members  then  to  be  elected." 
I  then  come  to  section  78,  and  I  find  that  there 
are  a  number  of  new  clauses— 78a  down  to 
78h — dealing  with  provisions  for  procuring  the 

*  Words  *'  in  the  first  instance  "  Insertecl,  61  Viot. 
No.  96,  B.  18. 
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ftbBolaia  majority  of  votes.  There  ie  a  note  to 
theee  sabseotions  staiiDg  that  they  are  sections 
aO  to  27  of  the  Act  of  1892,  inserted  61  Vict., 
No.  26.  I  have  also  here  the  Act  of  1892  deal- 
ing with  this  qaestion.  It  is  a  Bill  to  amend 
the  Elections  Act  of  1885,  and  the  amending 
Act  of  1686,  and  it  is  the  first  time  a  Bill  deal- 
ing with  the  absolute  majority  was  brought  in 
in  Queensland.  So  that  the  elections  of  1890 
could  not  have  been  under  this  system.  The 
honourable  member  f<^r  Tuapeka  brought  for- 
ward the  argument  that  this  system  might 
-work  out  in  this  way  :  that  a  number  of  candi- 
dates might  stand  on  one  side,  and,  as  it  were, 
control  the  country  by  advocating  one  set  of 
politics,  aiid  the  contingent  votes  would  bring 
a  larger  number  of  votes  to  the  side  of  the 
men  on  tbat  Hide  of  politics.  That  state  of  things 
prevails  under  the  present  system,  because 
ucder  the  present  system  any  person  is  able 
not  to  put  up  men  to  get  their  votes,  but  to 
send  out  canvassers.  Eveiy  one  of  the  candi- 
dates, in  his  example,  turns  out  to  be  a  can- 
vasser for  a  special  candidate,  as  in  our  own 
gystem,  so  that  that  is  not  introducing  a  new 
element  into  the  Bill  which  does  not  exist  at 
the  present  time.  Now,  I  want  to  deal  shortly 
with  an  argument  raised  by  the  Premier.  He 
said,  Why  distribute  the  votes  of  the  lowest  on 
the  poll  ?  I  have  already  dealt  with  that ;  but 
when  the  honourable  gentleman  finished  his 
speech,  he  handtd  me  a  pamphlet  or  book 
dealing  with  representation,  ae  if  it  were  a 
matter  that  completely  floored  the  whole  of 
my  argument,  and  pointed  to  some  parts  of  it 
which  he  quoted  from.  But  he  quoted  from 
that  book  with  a  complete  misapprehension 
as  to  the  real  meaning.  The  pamphlet  is  by 
Professor  Kanson,  and  he  says : — 

"If  the  electors  be  allowed  to  vote  again 
after  the  result  of  one  of  the  preliminary  elec- 
tions is  known,  information  is  given  which  may 
induce  an  elector  *to  transfer  his  allegiance 
from  a  candidate  he  has  been  supporting  to 
another  candidate  whom  he  finds  has  more 
chance  of  success.  A  method  which  permits, 
and  which  even  encourages,  electors  to  change 
their  views  in  the  middle  of  the  contest  cannot 
•be  considered  perfect." 

There  was  this  also, — 

•<  An  astute  elector  may  vote,  not  according 
to  his  real  views,  but  may,  taking  advantage  of 
the  fact  that  there  is  to  be  a  second  election, 
vote  for  some  inferior  candidate  in  order  to  get 
xid,  at  the  first  election,  of  a  formidable  com- 
petitor of  the  candidate  he  wishes  to  win." 

That  argument  was  brought  forward  to- 
night, and  It  was  urged  that  under  this  system 
there  would  be  a  number  of  electors  so  voting 
that  the  strong  candidate  would  be  able  to  be 
put  out  by  the  way  in  which  they  recorded 
their  first  vote  or  first  preference.  On  turning 
further  on  in  the  book  I  fiind  the  next  system 
described;  and,  under  the  heading  of  Ware's 
system,  I  find  the  identical  system  introduced 
into  this  Bill.  The  criticism  regarding  it  I 
find  as  follows : — 

**  A  great  point  in  favour  of  Ware's  method 
is  that  it  is  quite    impossible  for  an  astute 
Mr.  McNab 


elector  to  gain  any  advantage  foe  a  favontits 

candidate  by  placing  a  fornudable  competitor 
at  the  bottom  of  the  list.  On  account  of  iu 
simplicity.  Ware's  method  is  extremely  suit- 
able for  political  elections.  In  caae  ol  party 
contests,  the  strongest  party  ie  sore  to  win,  no 
matter  how  many  candidates  are  broaght  for- 
ward. The  soooeBsfnl  candidate,  however,  will 
not  always  be  the  one  most  acceptable  to  his 
own  party." 

Now,  that  is  the  point  which  I  argued  all 
along,  and  I  was  not  aware  tmtil  the  Bight 
Hon.  the  Premier  put  this  book  into  my 
hand  that  the  question  was  discossed  in  toy 
periodical  in  the  library.  The  very  argument 
raised  to-night  on  that  point,  therefore,  com- 
pletely fails  in  regard  to  this  one  system  of 
voting.  Then  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Mr.  Dnthie)  said.  If  this  was  weD 
introduced,  candidates  could  come  oot  Irjr  the 
dozen.  They  did  not  come  out  by  the  dozen 
in  Queensland.  There  are  three  times  the 
number  of  candidates  returned  to  the  Queens- 
land Parliament  without  any  contest  at  ail 
than  there  are  in  this  oolony,  and  then,  of  two 
candidates  standing,  the  number  is  as  large  is 
proportion  as  in  this  oolony.  I  think,  on  the 
whole,  the  debate  which  has  taken  place  to- 


night will  have  done  a  lot  of  good, 
very  friendly  debate,  and  there  was  one  point 
raised  by  the  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Hr. 
Millar)  which  I  would  be  prepared  in  Com- 
mittee to  accede  to,  to  this  'extent :  There 
may  be  some  difficulty  arise  in  it  by  one 
section  of  the  community  keeping  back  their 
men  from  transmitting  their  vote  on,  while 
another  section  of  the  community  in  all  in- 
nocence transmits  their  vote.  In  Committee 
I  would  support  a  clause  which  compelled  Uie 
elector,  after  giving  his  vote  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  give,  say,  one,  or,  if  there  were  a 
great  number  of  candidates,  two  other  votes. 
That  would  get  over  the  difficulty.  I  would  be 
prepared  to  do  that  rather  than  destroy  the 
system.  I  believe  that  the  elements  of  good 
in  it  are  so  great  that  it  is  worth  while  doing 
that.  However,  it  is  not  in  the  Bill  as  it  now 
stands.  I  have  to  thank  honourable  meatibeiEa 
for  their  review  of  the  terms  of  the  measure. 
I  hope  we  shall  get  it  into  Gonamittee  this 
session,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  discufa  its 
details. 
BiU  read  a  second  time. 

COMPANIES  BILL. 
Mr.  MILLAR  (Dunedin  City).— Sir,  in  rising 
to  move  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  shall 
not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  very  long, 
because  the  Bill  only  contains  one  clause.  I 
would  just  like  to  show  honourable  members 
the  necessity  for  having  this  measure  passed. 
In  1882  the  Companies  Act  was  passed,  and. 
by  section  S  no  insurance  company  was  aUowed 
to  register  under  the  limited-liability  clanaes. 
Then,  evidently,  in  1889  this  was  found  to  act 
injuriously  so  far  as  fire  and  marine  insur- 
ance companies  were  concerned,  because  a  Bill 
was  introduced  in  1889  which  enabled  any 
company  to  be  registered  under  the  Act  with 
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limited  liability  if  such  company  had  a  paid- 
YXp  capital  intact  to  the  extent  of  not  less  than 
£50,000.    The  main  object  of   this  Bill  is  for 
t3^B  purpose :   As  things  stand  at  present,  any 
proprietary  company  in  New  Zealand  cannot 
register  under  the  limited-liability  clauses  of 
tt&e  Act;    but  In  New  South  Wales  they  are 
allowed    to  register   under   limited   liability, 
maid    they    come    over    here    to     trade     in 
%hiB  colony,  which   simply   tells  against  our 
own  people,  as  these  other  companies  from 
X^ew  Sooth  Wales  are  trading  on  the  same 
lines  as  the  companies  here,    It  is  not  in  any 
^ay    going  to  affect  the  large    life-insurance 
oompanies,   because   they  are  not  proprietary 
<K>noems.     They   are    purely   mutual.    It    is 
amply  intended  to  apply  to  those  companies 
^vho  insure  for  small  sums  to  working-men.    In 
reference  to  that  it  is  provided  that  any  such 
company  may  register  under  the  Act  as  a  com- 
pany with  limited  liability,  but  no  such  com- 
pany shall  commence  to  do  business  in  New 
2lealand  unless  and  until  it  has  a  paid-up  capi- 
tal of  at  least  £10,000.    Honouraole  members 
will  agree  that  there  are  very  few  men  in  this 
colony  now  who  care  to  hold  shares  in  a  com- 
pany with  unlimited  liability.     I  think   we 
shall  get  a  better  class  of  shareholders  when 
fche  liability  is  limited,  and  it  is  with  this  ob- 
ject that  the  Bill  is  introduced.    I  think  there 
are  only  two  companies  in  the  colony  at  the 
present  time  that  are  owned  by  shareholders 
in  this  colony.    We  have  two  or  three  foreign 
oompanies  doing  exactly  the  same  class   of 
work,  and  they   seem  to  be  working    under 
limited  liability.     The  only   course    for    our 
people,  therefore,  is  to  get  the  Act  amended, 
m  order  that  they  may  register  in  this  colony, 
or  else  to  register  in  New  South  Wales  and 
then  come  over  here  to  trade.    I  do  not  think 
we  should  ask  any  one  who  may  embark  in  this 
business  to  register  in  another  colony.    It  is  to 
remove  that  anomaly  and  put  them  on  the 
same  footing  as  fire-insurance  companies  that 
1  have  introduced  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— I  beg  to  second  the  motion 
for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  I  hail 
with  satisfaction  the  introduction  of  it.  A 
short  time  ago  it  came  under  the  notice  of 
the  public,  with  respect  to  fire-insurance  com- 
panies, that  any  company  could,  by  giving 
twenty-four  hours'  notice,  determine  a  policy. 
The  process  was  simple  in  the  extreme,  all  that 
was  required  being  to  slip  the  notice  under  the 
door  of  the  residence  of  the  person  whose  pro- 
perty was  insured,  and  the  insurance  policy 
11 30  ^^°  gone.  With  the  notice  all  they 
bad  to  do  was  to  send  the  balance  of 
the  unexpired  premium,  and  there  was  an  end 
to  the  insurance.  Practically  the  public  are 
deluded.  They  insure,  as  they  believe,  for  a 
year,  whilst  it  is  only  from  day  to  day.  It  is 
not  generally  known  that  such  a  power  exists ; 
but  on  looking  at  the  back  of  the  policy  it  will 
be  found  that  a  condition  such  as  I  have  men- 
tioned exists— that  is,  with  reference  to  a  fire- 
insurance  policy.  I  say,  if  such  a  condition  as 
that  exists,  no  person  is  safe  with  any  insurance 
company,  and  the  sooner  we  rectify  and  make 


it  impossible  for  such  a  condition  to  be  imposed 
the  better. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  (Bruce).— I  think  there  is- 
something  more  to  be  said  about  this  Bill  than 
has  been  said  so  far.  It  seems  to  me  this  ia  a 
dangerous  proceeding— to  allow  a  life-assur- 
ance company  to  register  here  as  a  limited- 
liability  company  with  a  capital  of  only  £10,000 
paid  up.  What  would  happen  to  the  New 
Zealand  shareholders— for  they  are  practically 
shareholders— who  take  out  life-policies  in  the 
case  of  a  limited-liability  company  with  only  a 
paid-up  capital  of  £10,000?  What  security  is 
there  that  the  policy  will  be  met  when  it 
becomes  due  ?  It  seems  to  me  that,  in  the  case 
of  a  life-assurance  company  more  than  in  any 
other  line  of  business,  the  liability  of  the  com- 
pany ought  to  be  unlimited,  because  people  pay 
their  premiums  and  expect  to  have  their  policies 
met  when  they  become  due.  If  there  is  not 
sufficient  money  to  meet  them,  how  are  they  to 
be  met  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  another 
argument  against  encouraging  these  small  life- 
assurance  societies  to  start  here,  and  that  is, 
we  have  a  State  Life  Insurance  Department, 
and  I  think  we  ought  to  support  our  own  de- 
partment rather  than  supporc  the  starting  of 
small  insurance  oompanies  here,  with  small 
capital  and  limited  liability.  We  have  now  an 
institution  guaranteed  by  the  State.  There- 
fore, so  long  as  the  State  can  pay  its  way,  there 
need  bono  fear  but  that  the  policies  will  be  paid 
as  they  become  due.  But  we  have  no  security, 
in  the  case  of  small  companies  of  this  kind, 
that  the  policies  will  be  met  when  they  become 
due.  I  think  we  ought  to  hesitate  before  we 
place  on  the  statute-book  that  which  will  be  a 
direct  encouragement  to  competition  by  these 
small  companies  with  our  own  Insurance  De- 
partment. I,  for  one,  would  like  to  hear  a  little 
more  about  this  Bill  before  I  should  feel  in- 
clined to  support  it. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (HaVke's  Bay).— I,  like 
my  honourable  friend  wno  has  just  spoken,  have 
very  great  difficulty  indeed  in  supporting  the 
second  reading  of  a  Bill  of  this  description.  It 
is  not  that  I  have  any  desire  to  oppose  the 
Bill  oer  £«,  but  I  confess  that  the  honourable 
member  who  introduced  the  Bill,  and  the 
Premier  who  spoke  to  it,  have  not  convinced  me 
that  we  shall  be  doing  wisely  in  passing  it.  It 
is  not  as  though  there  was  any  lack  of  competi- 
tion. The  field  is  fairly  well  covered  at  the 
present  time.  We  have  the  Government  Life 
Insurance  Department  doing  good  work,  and 
we  have  one  or  two  other  companies — strong 
companies — also  doing  good  work;  therefore 
there  does  not  seem  any  urgent  necessiiy 
for  competition.  But,  supposing  that  it 
is  desirable  that  there  should  be  competi- 
tion, does  this  Bill  provide  for  the  first  essential 
in  life  insurance?  Does  it  make  the  people 
insured  absolutely  safe  ?  There  is  to  be  a 
paid  up  capital  of  not  less  than  £10,000,  but 
no  liability.  If  any  company  Is  to  do  good  at 
all,  it  will  immediately  have  to  lay  itself  out  to 
ac^ire  a  considerable  amount  of  business.  It 
must  endeavour,  during  the  first  three  or  four 
years  of  its  existence,  to  insure  a  sufficiently 
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Iflucge  number  of  people,  and  secure  considerable 
premiums,  to  pay  the  working-expeoses  of  the 
office:  and  these  must  of  themselves  be  yery 
considerable  —  that  is  to  say,  the  company 
mu^t  have  a  reliable  manager  to  conduct  the 
business,  and  in  all  probability  there  will  be 
directors'  fees,  and  there  will  be  agents  all 
over  the  colony  to  force  business,  and  every- 
thing will  depend  on  the  small  paid-up  capital 
of  £10,000. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbeb. — We  can  alter  that  in 
Committee. 

Captain  BUSSELL.— It  would  appear  to  me 
thai  it  would  be  inducing  people  here— possibly 
I  should  not  say  inducing,  out  affording  op- 
porbunlties  to  people  to  insure  with  a  com- 
pany, when,  if  there  were  an  epidemic  of 
smsJl-pox,  or  typhoid,  or  scarlet  fever  in  the 
colony,  it  might  result  in  the  whole  of  the 
capital  of  such  company  being  absorbed,  and 
in  its  inevitably  going  smash,  and  the  policy- 
holders being  losers.  That  would  not  be  in  the 
interests  of  anybody.  It  would  certainly  not 
be  in  the  interests  of  the  shareholders  of  the 
company.  And  I  cannot  conceive  that  there  is 
a  necessity  for  so  small  a  business  as  appears  to 
be  contemplated  by  the  promoters  of  this  Bill, 
and  the  member  introducing  it  did  not  give  us 
any  reasons  for  it.  I  do  not  wish  to  diminish 
any  competition  which  might  enable  persons 
to  participate  in  life-insurance  benefits  at 
cheaper  rates  than  those  they  can  now  get ;  but 
the  BUI,  as  it  presents  itself  to  my  mind,  is  one 
involving  the  policy-holder  in  grave  risks,  and 
it  is  one  we  therefore  ought  to  have  good  reason 
for  passing  before  we  i^low  it  to  go  to  a  second 
reading. 

Major  STEWABD  (Waitaki).— I  do  not  rise 
to  discuss  the  specific  proposal  contained  in  the 
Bill,  but  simply  to  point  oat  that,  if  the  Bill 
goes  into  Committee,  I  propose  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  proposing  an  amendment  with 
a  view  to  remove  -the  difficulty  existing  in 
regard  to  section  282  of  the  principal  Act. 
The  section  I  refer  to  is  one  which  provides 
for  the  dissolution  by  declaration  of  limited- 
liability  companies.  Many  such  companies 
which  are  dead  cannot  now  be  buried,  because 
the  clause  requires  that  their  share-capital 
must  have  been  fully  paid  up.  For  example, 
there  were  a  number  of  companies  formed  at 
the  time  of  the  Terawhiti  boom,  the  capital  of 
which  has  never  been  called  up,  and  never  will 
be.  Such  defunct  companies  as  these  cannot 
be  taken  off  the  register ;  and  the  Stamp  De- 
partment would,  I  am  advised,  be  glad  to  have 
an  amendment  of  the  law  such  as  I  shall  pro- 
pose to  enable  them  to  be  struck  off.  I  shall 
therefore  take  the  opportunity,  when  the  Bill 
goes  into  Committee,  of  proposing  a  new  clause 
which  will  meet  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  MILLAB. — There  is  not  very  much  to 
reply  to.  Sir,  but  I  can  tell  those  honourable 
gentlemen  who  are  afraid  of  this  measure  that 
oompanies  are  already  in  existence  in  the  colony 
that  are  doing  business  now.  It  is  not  the 
class  of  business  that  honourable  memiiers 
teem  to  be  afraid  of.  There  is  no  fear  pf  these 
companies  coming  into  competition  with  what 


jrou  might  call  our  life-insaranoe  offices.  Then 
IS  a  company — I  will  give  the  name — the  Pzm- 
dent  Indus&ial  Society — here,  which  isiiaai 
working-men  in  amounts  of  £10,  £20,  and  £50, 
which  is  about  the  maximum.  Another  insor- 
ance  company,  registered  in  Sydney — tke 
Citizens*  Life  Insurance  Company — ^is  doiqg 
business  also. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Are  they  doing  it  cheaper 
than  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  MILLAB. — They  simply  make  a  weekly 
collection  of  Id.  and  2d.  from  the  vrorkmea. 
But,  although  £10,000  i^  specified  in  the  BiD,  I 
am  prepared  to  have  that  increased  if  honour- 
able gen  tlemen  think  it  necessary.  That  does  not 
mean  that  £10,000  is  the  capital  of  the  oompany; 
you  might  make  the  capital  up  to  £100,0(Xl 
Surely  honourable  members  know  very  wdl 
that  there  are  many  companies  that  have  a 
capital  up  to  £250,000.  But  the  amount  sped- 
fied  in  the  Bill  is  the  minimum  whioh  I  ^ink 
ought  to  be  paid  before  they  are  allowed  ts 
register,  in  addition  to  the  amount  that  has  to 
be  deposited  with  the  Public  Tmatee — namdy, 
£5,000.  So  that  there  will  be  £5,000  in  the 
hands  of  the  Public  Trustee,  and  £10,000  of 
paid-up  capital,  and  such  further  liabilities  ifl 
may  bo  attached  to  the  shares.  Therefore  I  de 
not  think  there  is  any  real  danger  in  ccnneofciai 
with  the  matter.  I  do  not  intend  to  take  in 
the  time  of  the  House  any  further,  and  iriO 
now  move  the  second  reading. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASUBES  BILL. 
Mr.  O'BEGAN  (Buller)  said  this  was  a  VC17 
necessary  Bill.  It  was  one  he  had  had  in  hand 
for  the  last  four  years,  but  he  had  never  had 
the  opportunity  of  moving  the  second  reading 
until  now.  The  measure  was  so  necessary  tbat 
he  was  sure  members  would  agree  to  the  seeond 
reading  without  a  division,  and  put  it  throu^ 
its  remaining^istages  without  opposition.  If 
honourable  members  would  refer  to  the 
principal  Act— the  Weights  and  Measures  Ael 
of  186d— they  would  find  that  the  vei^ 
provided  for  in  that  Act  were  only  those  of  iron 
and  brass.  That  was  to  say,  provision  wis 
made  for  the  inspection  and  testing  of  weights 
made  of  brass  or  iron  only.  Sinoe  1868  weights 
and  measures  of  other  materials  had  come  into 
use  to  a  considerable  extent,  and,  as  the  law 
now  stood,  there  was  no  provision  for  the  stamp- 
log  or  marking  by  an  Inspector  of  these  weights. 
That,  of  course,  was  a  meet  unsatisfaotoiT 
state  of  affairs,  and  one  that  necessitated  su(£ 
an  amendment  of  the  law  as  he  now  proposed. 
Last  year  the  Bill  was  before  the  Statutes  Be- 
vision  Committee,  who  made  several  alterations 
in  it  that  were  improvements.  For  instance, 
they  inserted  clause  2,  which  provided  for  the 
inspection  of  any  public  weighbridge  at  least 
once  a  year.  The  crucial  part  of  the  Bill  was 
clause  4,  which  gave  power  to  the  Governor  by 
Order  in  Council  to  make  regulations  prescrib- 
ing the  material  of  which  weights  and  mea- 
sures could  be  lawfully  made ;  the  manner  la 
which  weights,  measures,  balances,  steelyaids, 
beams,  ana  scales  might  be  stamped  ;  Uie  fosi 
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pajable  and  penalties  to  be  imposed  ander  the 
&ill  and  the  principal  Act ;  and  for  any  other 
parpoee  that  might  be  foimd  to  be  necessary. 
Olaoae  6  protected  Inspectors  from  liability 
fcAr  damage  to  any  weight  or  weighing-machine 
in  performing  their  duty.  The  need  for  this 
ejnendment  of  the  law  was  first  pointed  out  to 
bim  foor  years  ago  by  an  Inspector  of  Weights 
■  And  Measures,  and  he  had  since  then  been 
endeavouring  to  efiect  the  alteration,  but  he  had 
not  had  the  opportunity,  as  other  business  had 
precedence,  and  the  Bill  unfortunately  had  got 
too  low  on  the  Order  Paper.  The  opportunity 
bad  oome  to  him  at  last,  however,  for  moving 
the  second  reading,  and  he  did  so  with^lea- 
Bure. 

Mr.  HERBIES  (Bay  of  Plenty)  asked  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  agree  to  a  clause  to 
the  effect  that  any  regulations  issued  under  the 
Bill  should  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House 
and  sent  to  some  Committee  for  consideration. 
Very  often  these  regulations  were  oppressive, 
and  the  House  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  its  opinion. 

Mr.  GILFEBBEB  (WaUace)  would  Uke,  if 
the  honourable  member  who  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  would  agree,  to  see  pro- 
vision made  in  the  Bill  for  securing  not  only 
the  correctness  of  the  weights  and  measures 
that  were  being  used  but  also  provision  for  the 
•examination  from  time  to  time  by  Inspectors 
of  Weights  and  Measures  of  a  number  of  the 
-commodities  or  articles  of  food  which  were 
now  being  sold  in  different  parts  of  the  colony 
in  canisters,  boxes,  and  packages.  At  present 
it  was  found  from  reports  that  had  been  re- 
ceived from  the  various  Inspectors  of  Weights 
and  Measures  that  there  was  a  great  difierenoe 
beiween  the  weights  in,  say,  the  21b.  canisters 
of  ooffee  in  different  localities.  If  there  was 
no  proper  guarantee  that  the  public  should 
receive  the  full  weight  or  measure,  it  was  not 
known  to  what  extent  they  might  be  de- 
frauded. If  it  was  the  case  that  in  one 
instance  a  pound  of  pepper  or  a  21b.  tin  of 
•  cofiee  was  allowed  to  go  a  few  ounces  short  of 
weight,  what  was  to  prevent  another  manu- 
facturer who  was  even  less  scrupulous  from 
sending  out  his  goods  half  a  pound  short? 
There  was  room  there  for  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
honesty on  the  part  of  the  business  people  and 
manufacturers,  and  he  hoped  provision  would 
be  made  in  the  Bill  for  protecting  the  public 
against  any  frauds  of  this  description.  He 
was  pleased  the  honourable  member  had  in- 
troduced this  measure,  and  would  give  it  his 
hearty  support.  He  hoped,  when  the  Bill 
reached  Committee  the  few  amendments  that 
might  be  thought  necessary  would  be  inserted, 
and  that  the  measure  would  be  brought  into 
-Successful  operation. 

Mr.  LEWIS  (Christchurch  City)  would  like 
to  know  the  meaning  of  the  term  **  weights 
and  measures."  He  wanted  to  know  the  mean- 
ing of  the  term  "  measures.*'  Did  that  include 
a  pint-pot  ?  It  ought  to,  for  a  good  many  went 
short  of  what  they  paid  for.  He  was  quite  sure 
a  large  number  of  members  of  the  community— 
jhe  would  not  say  of  the  House— resented  being 


I  robbed  of  their  rightful  due  in  that  respect. 
He  thought  their  rights  should  be  enforced,  and 
when  in  Committee  should  ask  that  provision 
be  made  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  might  say  that  the 
Government  approved  of  this  Bill^in  fact,  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  moved  in 
the  matter,  the  Government  would  have  been 
compelled  to  introduce  such  a  measure.  They 
required  further  extension  of  the  measure,  be- 
cause it  was  quite  clear  that,  in  respect  of  those 
travelling  in  different  parts  and  using  scales 
and  weights  in  selling  goods  as  they  travelled, 
there  was  no  examination,  and  the  law  at  the 
present  time  was  defective.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  consulted  him  a  few  months 
ago  and  asked  whether  the  Government  would 
assist  in  passing  a  measure  of  this  kind,  and 
he  replied  that  they  were  willing  to  do  so. 
There  was  no  doubt,  with  regard  to  the  mate- 
rial from  which  weights  were  made  up,  that 
the  law  at  the  present  time  required  amend- 
ment, so  as  to  have  them  verified  and  branded* 
The  law  was  not  up  to  date,  owing  to  altera- 
tions that  had  taken  place  and  improvements 
that  had  been  made  with  respect  to  weights 
and  measures ;  therefore  there  was  a  necessity 
for  the  Bill,  and  he  should  support  it. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  (Thames)  did  not  know 
whether  it  should  be  provided  for  in  this 
Bill,  but  he  would  like  to  point  out  that  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  community  suffered  most 
through  the  want  of  a  proper  Weights  and 
Measures  Act.  It  was  specially  in  articles 
that  were  sold  in  small  parcels  that  great 
hardship  was  inflicted  —  packets  of  2oz.  or 
I  lb.  of  many  commodities  that  were  in  daily 
use,  and  were  purchased  by  the  poor.  In  the 
oases  the  honourable  member  for  Wallace  had 
pointed  out,  they  got  a  very  small  portion  of 
what  they  ought  to  get,  because  the  weight  of 
the  packages — even  of  the  |  lb.  packages — bore 
a  very  large  proportion  to  the  weight  of  the 
articles  these  packages  or  tins  contained. 
There  was  another  thing  which  he  considered 
was  a  very  great  hardship  on  the  poorer  classes, 
and  that  was  that  their  friend  the  Chinaman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  round  supplying  his 
wares  from  spring-balances,  and  the  poorer 
classes  very  often  found,  when  they  got  their 
ordinary  supplies  in  this  way,  that  what  they 
believed  to  be  ^  cwt.  was  only  25  lb.  He 
thought  these  were  cases  which  the  Bill  should 
provide  for,  and  certainly  the  Inspectors  ought 
to  take  measures  to  protect- the  people  in  cases 
of  this  kind. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  said  he  was  goinff 
to  support  this  Bill,  and  la  doing  so  he  would 
like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  was  in  charge  of  the  Bill  to 
clause  2,  which  read, — 

"Every  public  weighbridge  shall  be  ex- 
amined, tested,  and  compared  by  the  Inspector 
at  least  once  in  every  year." 

Now,  why  should  not  iJl  weights  and  mea- 
sures be  tested  once  a  year  by  the  Inspector  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb. — That  is  provided  for  in 
the  principal  Act. 
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Mr.  MEREDITH  said,  if  bo.  there  had  been 
very  great  laxity  in  the  administration  of  the 
principal  Act.  He  considered  an  io justice  had 
been  done  to  business  people  by  the  Inspector 
poancing  on  them  and  bringing  them  before 
the  Court  for  haying  light  weights,  when  the 
Inspector  should  have  attended  to  his  duty, 
and  examined  the  weights,  and  adjusted  them 
within  the  prescribed  time.  If  Inspectors  were 
paid  to  go  round  the  country  and  see  that  the 
public  were  supplied  with  proper  quantities  of 
goods  purchased,  he  thought  they  should  be 
called  upon  to  attend  to  their  duly  regularly 
in  the  way  of  adjusting  those  weights  and 
measures.  If,  after  having  considered  the 
matter,  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  sufficient 
provision  was  not  made  in  the  principal  Act, 
he  would  move,  at  the  proper  time,  an  addition 
to  clause  2.  He  intended  to  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  O'BEQAN  (Buller)  said  he  was  glad  to 
see  that  the  necessity  for  this  Bill  had  been 
recognised  by  the  House,  and  that  there  had 
been  practically  no  adverse  criticism  upon  it. 
As  for  the  amendments  suggested  by  various 
speakers,  he  would  be  very  glad  to  accept  any 
changes  that  might  be  found  desirable  when 
the  Bill  was  being  put  through  Committee. 
With  regard  to  the  amendment  suggested  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Christohurch  City 
(Mr.  Lewis),  if  the  honourable  gentleman  chose 
to  move  it  in  Committee,  of  course  the  House 
would  have  to  decide  as  to  whether  that  should 
be  incorporated  or  not  in  the  Bill. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — What  was  that  ? 

Mr.  O'BEQAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's suggestion  was  that  certain  vessels,  such 
as  pint  -  pots,  should  have  their  quantities 
mariced  on  the  outside.  He  was  a  staunch 
supporter  of  Liberal  measures,  and  he  would 
be  compelled  on  that  principle  to  vote  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  if  he  moved  his  amend- 
ment. He  was  quite  sure  the  Bill  was  an  ex- 
ceedingly necessary  one,  and  that  it  would 
become  law  this  session. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to  twelve 
o'clock  p.m. 
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Immigration  Restriction  Bill— Shorthand  Reporters 

Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speakbb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pratsbs. 

IMMIGRATION   RESTRICTION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  0.  WALKER.— Sir,  this  is 
a  Bill  that  was  discussed  pretty  fully  last  year, 
when  it  was  passed  by  the  Council  In  the  form 
in  which  it  is  now  presented  to  us.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  Council  desires  me  to  go  over 
the  ground  again  that  was  gone  over  last  year, 


but  I  will  shortly  summarise  what  was  said  on 
that  occasion.  In  the  first  place,  this  Bill  is  the 
result  of  the  conference  of  the  Premiers  of  the 
different  colonies  with  the  Secretary  cf  3t»fce 
for  the  Colonies  in  London  in  the  yeaor  1B97. 
There  had  been  a  good  deal  of  difficulty,  as  we 
all  know,  as  to  whether  the  Home  authorittea 
should  give  Her  Majesty's  assent  to  certain 
legislation  that  had  been  passed  in  sevvral  of 
the  colonies,  ours  among  the  number,  and  up 
to  that  time  there  had  been  no  aooepied  sola- 
tion  of  the  difficulty  between  the  Imperial 
authorities  and  the  colonial  authorities  as  to 
what  lines  should  be  looked  upon  aa  legitimate 
in  this  matter  of  the  exclusion  of  aliens.  How* 
ever,  in  the  year  1897  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  and  the  colonial  Premiers,  in 
conference,  arrived  at  a  ground  of  matoal 
understanding,  and  it  was  intimated  by  ttie 
Secretary  of  State  that  he  would  reeommeiid 
Her  Majesty  to  assent  to  any  legislation  baaed 
on  the  same  lines  as  the  Natal  Act.  The  dif- 
ferent colonial  Premiers  dealt  with  the  ques- 
tion on  a  basis  -on  which  future  legialatioa 
could  be  founded,  and  among  other  oolonies  a 
measure  was  submitted  to  this  Parliament  at 
these  lines.  I  am  sorry  that  last  year  the 
pressure  of  business  in  another  plaoe  prevented 
this  Bill  being  placed  on  the  statute-book. 
However,  you  are  again  asked  to  approve  of  the 
Bill  as  you  approved  of  it  last  year,  and  on  the 
same  lines.  In  the  first  place,  I  may  say  the 
schedule  of  exemptions,  as  set  forth  in  clause 
2,  is  a  very  ample  and  sufficient  one.  Of  oouise, 
no  person  whose  presence  here  woxdd  be  an 
advantage  to  the  colony  or  to  the  people  of  his 
own  nationality  in  the  colony  would  be  pre- 
vented from  landing  under  the  exemptions 
stated  in  clause  2.  As  to  the  principle  of 
exclusion,  subsection  (1)  of  clause  3  sets  forft 
the  principle  which  has  been  adopted  in  the 
Natal  Act,  and  on  which  all  this  legislatioa 
is  based— namely,  that  in  plaoe  of  a  racial 
exclusion  it  should  be  a  quasi -educational 
test.  I  know  that  that  is  using  language  m 
what  is  perhaps  a  strained  sense,  for  the  test  as 
set  forth  in  the  Bill  is  not  of  a  high  educatsooal 
character,  and  may  not  be  so  important  as  it 
seems  at  first.  It  is  important,  however,  to 
exclude  people  whose  antecedents  are  stieh  chat 
they  would  not  be  desirable  immigrants  from 
our  point  of  view,  which,  I  trust,  will  alwajs 
be  the  broadest  point  of  view.  This  teat  will 
operate,  at  all  events,  in  favour  of  many  of  Her 
Majesty's  subjects  who  belong  to  coloured  races, 
but  who,  from  their  knowledge  of  the  Knglisk 
language  or  other  languages  of  Burope,  may 
prove  perfectly  satisfactory  citizens.  All  wt 
vant  of  them  is  that  they  should  be  able  to 
meet  us  on  oommon  ground,  and  be  able  to  take 
part  in  the  affairs  of  oommon  life  in  the  col  soy. 
The  test  is  recognised,  I  think,  as  a  perfeetij 
fair  and  satisfactory  one.  Of  oourae,  earns 
people  look  on  legislation  of  this  kind  ba  l^sla- 
tion  of  a  doubtful  character,  and  consider  tiiat 
a  country  like  New  Zealand  should  open  its 
doors  widely  and  freely  to  any  person  wte 
might  like  to  come  in.  I  do  not  think  there  ii 
any  reason  why  we  should  do  so.     In  spite 
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of  oertaia  nations  being  builfe  np  on  antece- 
dente  ondoabtedly  predatory,  and  undoubtedly 
also  of  a  vagabond  oharacicr,  still,  at  this  time 
of  day  we  have  every  right  to  proteot  ourselves 
as  other  countries  are  d  jiur.  America  kept  the 
open-door  policy  going  as  long  as  she  was  able. 
Bat  at  this  moment,  and  for  some  time  past, 
foreigners  who  are  unable  to  support  them- 
selves, and  come  from  undesirable  races,  have 
considerably  more  difficulty  in  enteriog  the 
port  of  New  York  than  that  of  London ;  and  I 
think  we  are  doing  right  to  follow  the  sune 
liaes,  and  to  say  that  we  are  the  beet  judges 
whether  certain  immigrants  suit  us  or  not.  I 
beg  to  move,  That  ths  BiU  bs  tiow  re-d  the 
second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  am  aware  that 
there  was  an  agreement  amongst  the  Premiers 
to  introduce  such  legislation  as  this,  but— I 
would  like  to  be  corrected-  if  I  am  wrong— it 
has  failed  to  be  introduced   in  some  of  the 
colonies,  as  I  believe,  or  it  has  failed  to  pass. 
It  has,  at  all  events,  been  met  with  considerable 
opposition  in  Australia,  where  they  have  lines 
of  steam- ships  belonging  to  and  trading  with 
Japan,  and  where  they  have  hesitated  in  shut- 
ting out  Japanese — ^not  that  they  are  likely  to 
come  in  any  large  numbers,  because,  I  believd, 
it  is  generally  understood   that  they  are  not 
likely  to  (rouble  them.    But  I  think  we  should 
be  careful  wbUe  passing  this  Aot  to  see  that 
the  Agreement  as  a  whole  is  carried  out  in  all 
the  colonies,  and  I  hope  before  the  Bill  gets 
into  Committee  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
have    the  Bills  of  the  different  colonies,  and 
how  they  have  been  treated,  before  the  Council, 
so  that  we  may  see  what  has  taken  place  iu  the 
other  colonies,  and  whether  the  arrangement 
of  the  Premiers  has  been  carried  oul  or  not. 
I  followed  the  matter  out  for  some  time,  and  I 
know  that  in  some  of  the  colonies  it  has  not 
been  passed ;  but  whether  it  has  been  passed 
lately  or  not  I  could  not  say.     But  I  would 
ask  the' honourable  gentleman  to  find  out  what 
has  been  done.    I  see  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment has  objected  to  a  measure  of  this  sort, 
and  I  presume  the  Canadian  Premier  was  one 
of   those  who  met  to  consider  the  question. 
Ways  and  means  can  be  taken  to  l^eep  those 
people    ont    who   are    objectionable,    without 
pla^ng  upon  them  so  much  rcRtriction  and  so 
many  penalties  as  are  contained  in  this  Bill. 
However,   I  am  not  going    to    say   anything 
against  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  I 
shall  probably  have  to  say  something  on  the 
different  clauses  when  it  gets  into  Committee. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BOWEN.— I  should  like  to 
ask    the  honourable  gentleman  what  is    the 
meaning  of  clause  20 : — 

**  *  The  Asiatic  Bestriction  Act,  1896/  which 
was  reserved  for  the  signification  of  Her 
Majesty's  pleasure  thereon,  and  has  not  re- 
ceived her  assent,  is  hereby  declared  to  have 
never  been  in  operation." 

We  all  know  that  this  Bill  was  distill  owed  by 
Her  Majesty,  and  there  was  an  end  to  it. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  this  declaration? 
How  could  it  have  been  in  operation  if  assent 
not  given  ?    Why  this  surplusage  ? 

VOL.  OVL-84. 


The  Hon.  Dr.  GBACE.— I  do  not  think  itii 
surplusage — or,  if  so,  it  is  sui^lnsage  in  a 
pleasant  and  refreshing  form.  It  i^i  at  last  an 
expression  on  the  par«  of  the  G  ivemment  that 
they  intend  to  take  some  little  interest  in  the 
general  interests  of  the  Empire  apart  from  the 
interests  of  this  section  of  the  Empire.  It  was 
clearly  pointed  out  at  the  time  (hat  the  Asiatic 
Bestriction  Bill  waM  in  contravention  of  treaties 
with  foreign  Powers,  and  distinctly  aimed  at 
subjects  oi  Her  Majesty  th  i Queen  in  Asia. 
This  clause  is  a  delicate  wa^yof  reminding  us 
that  we  made  a  re'3kless  mistake  in  passing 
such  a  measure,  and  suggesting  the  desirability 
of  avoiding  parental  knocks  of  this  kind  from 
the  Colonial  Office. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— I  am  not  going 
through  the  whole  of  the  arguments  I  used 
against  this  Bill  last  vear,  but  I  have  the 
same  objection  as  I  had  last  year  to  subsec lions 
(1)  and  (4)  of  clause  S.  It  is  a  great  mistake 
to  say  because  a  man  cannot  read  or  write  he 
is  to  be  excluded,  as  it  would  apply  to  many  of 
our  best  settlers.  Then,  in  regard  to  subsection 
(4),  which  provides  that  no  person  having  been 
convicted  who  has  not  received  a  free  pardon 
shall  be  admitted :  The  liability  for  that  falls 
on  the  captain  and  owners  of  vessels,  and,  as  I 
said  before,  it  is  almost  impossible  for  any  man 
conveying  passengers,  more  especially  from  the 
Continent,  to  ascertain  whether  a  man  has 
served  for  two  years  without  a  free  pardon. 
This  will  either  be  inoperative,  or  if  put  in 
force  it  will  be  in  a  most  vexatious  way,  and  a 
way  caloulatei  to  interfere  seriouRly  with  the 
shipping  coming  to  the  country.  I  have  these 
(WO  objections  to  the  Bill,  which  1  still  retain, 
and  if  the  Bill  gets  into  Committee  I  shall 
endeavour  to  have  them  removed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JENNINGS.— Sir,  I  merely 
wish  to  say  that  subsections  (2]  an;!  (3)  of  clause 
8  every  member  of  the  Council  will  agree  with — 
namely,  that  any  idiot  or  insane  person,  or  any 
person  suffering  from  a  contagious  disease 
which  is  loathsome  or  dangerous,  shall  not  be 
admitted  into  this  country.  Same  of  the  other 
clauses  in  the  Bill,  however,  will  require  very 
careful  consideration.  I  should  like  to  point 
out  the  extraordinarv  decrease  that  ha^  taken 
place  in  this  colony  in  the  birth-rate.  Recent 
statistics  published  prove  that  the  diminution 
is  alarming,  and  deserves  serious  con^iideration. 
If  the  decrease  assumes,  in  the  future,  a  greater 
decline  we  shall  rival  France ;  and  it  will  be  a 
matter  for  consideration  as  to  whether  It  will 
not  be  advisable  for  the  Government  to  offer 
inducements  for  the  propagation  of  fairly  large 
families.  I  say  this  seriously,  because  we  are 
simply  a  handful  of  people—some  750,000 — ^yet 
the  statistics  of  the  Begi^trar-General  prove 
that  we  have  the  lowest  birth-rate  of  any  of  the 
colonies  in  the  Empire.  If  we  go  on  at  this 
rate  we  shall  become  like  the  moa— very  much 
extinct. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  must  express 
my  regret.  Sir,  at  the  introduction  again  of 
this  measure.  It  seems  to  me  that  every  session 
we  meet  here  there  is  a  Bill  of  this  nature 
brought  before  this  Council.    I  also  regret  that 
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there  is  an  ominous  silence  on  6he  part  of 
honourable  members^  because  when  members 
take  no  action  or  fail  to  express  their  views  on 
measures  of  this  sort  it  shows  that  they  have 
come  to  a  foregone  conclusion.  If  we  are 
going  to  deal  with  such  matters  as  this,  what 
is  the  good  of  pottering  and  tinkering  over  an 
Aliens  Restriction  Bill?  The  matter  should 
have  been  dealt  with  long  ago.  Let  me  tell 
the  Council  that  the  greater  proportion  of  the 
English-speaking  people  not  so  very  long  ago — 
75  per  cent.,  I  think,  of  the  whole  population — 
ooidd  neither  read  nor  write.  I  think  I  am 
right  in  saying  that  Lord  Sheldon  in  1875  in- 
tioduced  the  nrst  compulsory  Education  Act; 
but  prior  to  this,  as  I  say,  there  were  75  per  cent, 
of  the  English  people — I  do-not  say  British,  be- 
cause I  know  the  Scotch  have  always  been  an 
educated  people — who  could  neither  read  nor 
write.  And  here  in  a  colony  like  this,  where  we 
are  one  and  all  using  our  best  endeavours,  with 
tibe  means  at  our  dispoeal,  to  educate  the  people, 
it  is  not  for  us,  at  this  stage,  practically  in  the 
Infancy  of  the  colony,  to  force  an  Act  like  this 
upon  the  Legislature,  and  to  prevent  people 
coming  in  who,  unfortunately,  through  no 
fault  of  their  own,  are  unable  to  read  or  write. 
Sir,  I  have  known  a  great  number  of  men  who 
have  come  to  this  colonv  who  could  neither 
read  nor  write,  and  yet  who  have  proved  them- 
selves worthy  citizens  and  benefactors  to  the 
community,  and  who  have  shown  that,  al- 
though they  could  neither  read  nor  write,  they 
have  been  possessed  of  sufficient  brain-power 
to  carry  on  extensive  businesses.  I  fail  to  see. 
Sir,  why  this  measure  has  been  introduced 
again.  In  view  of  a  general  election,  I  sup- 
pose, we  are^  going  to  curry  favour  with  the 
masses  of  the  people,  and  are  going  to 
prevent  outsiders  from  coming  in,  for  the 
purpose  of  enhancing  the  wages  of  our 
own  people.  But,  I  ask,  who  will  be  Uie  suf- 
ferers from  such  a  policy  ?  Why,  the  masses 
of  the  people  will  suffer  and  pay  for  it,  as 
they  suffer  from  mcst  of  our  labour  legis- 
lation, which  has  a  tendency  to  increase 
wages.  I  consider  it  is  placing  heavy  burdens 
upon  the  people  of  this  colony  who  are  least 
aole  to  bear  them.  I  am  proud  to  say  that  I 
have  had  some  experience  under  the  British 
flag,  and  hitherto  such  regulations  as  these 
have  been  unheard  of;  and  yet,  in  a  young 
colony,  where  we  require  all  the  assistance  of 
population  to  aid  us  in  becoming  a  great  nation, 
we  are  now  endeavouring  to  debar  people  from 
coming  in,  and  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  see 
why.  Some  time  ago  we  passed  an  Immigra- 
tion Restriction  Bill,  and  aliens  were  thereby 
prevented  from  becoming  naturalised.  Last 
session  I  asked  the  honourable  gentleman,  who 
is  leading  this  Council,  when  the  Act  had  been 
refused  Uer  Majesty's  assent,  whether  it  was 
the  intention  to  allow  those  people  who  had 
made  application  to  be  naturalised.  The  reply 
was  that  if  they  got  a  certificate  from  the 
Magistrate  of  the  district  they  could  do  so.  I 
took  that  to  mran  either  the  Magistrate  of  the 
district  or  any  Justice  of  the  Peace ;  but,  to  my 
great  surprise,  I  find  that  was  not  the  case : 

Hon,  Mr.  Shrimaki 


it  meant  a  Resident  Magistrate.  But  are  tSieee 
Magistrates  to  be  the  associates  of  the  Ghinese? 
If  not,  how  is  a  Magistrate  to  know  the  Qtaa^ 
men  ?  The  Magistrates  ate  moved  aboat  fcons 
pillar  to  post,  and  so  the  unfortunate  Ohinsmaa 
IS  not  able  to  get  the  certificate  to  which  be  k 
entitled.  I  regret  the  silence  in  this  Goanea 
now.  It  seems  to  me  that  only  the  older 
members  of  the  Council  will  take  any  aotkm  to 
protect  the  public  interest.  Those  who  keef 
silence  now  know  they  have  a  majoiitj  and  osn 
carry  any  measure  without  giving  attecaafle  to 
their  views  on  the  subject.  That  ia  indeed  a 
sad  state  for  the  colony  to  get  into.  The 
Council  is  being  swamped  for  the  porpoee  of 
carrying  measures  which  are  againat  the 
interest  of  the  people  of  this  oolony.  Sooner 
or  later  a  reaction  will  set  in,  and  all  tbeie 
who  assist  to  pass  this  measure  will  suffer  lor  ik 
The  Hon.  Mr.  TWOMEY.— Sir,  «he  honoor- 
able  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  ie  very 
much  perturbed  in  his  mind  beeanae  of  tfaie 
stAte  of  the  Council  now.  He  has  oome  to  te 
conclusion  that  honourable  membeia  have 
made  up  their  minds,  and  consecmently  do  set 
feel  it  necessary  to  speak.  Well,  the  honoar- 
able  gentleman  has  spoken,  and  I  do  not  tluak 
his  utterances  were  of  such  a  nature  as  tomake 
any  converts  to  his  views.  With  the  exoeption 
of  a  few  ancient  platitudes,  which  we  have  so 
frequently  heard  before,  about  the  Govemmeal 
tyrannizing  over  the  people,  and  aboat  the 
beauties  of  the  lives  of  Chinamen  and  so  <»,  I 
do  not  think  there  was  a  single  argument  in  the 
honourable  gentleman's  speech.  He  oomplains 
of  our  silence.  Well,  when  there  is  nothing  to 
answer,  what  is  the  use  of  speaking  ?  We  an 
not  here  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  noise. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— «*  Dumb  doos." 
The  Hon.  Mr.  TWOMEY.— Yea,  all  right.  I 
have  told  you  before  that  I  feel  a  pride  in  the 
name,  for  the  reason  that  it  implies  that  I  am 
loyal,  and  therefore  you  can  never  aqnoy  me 
by  the  use  of  that  expression.  Beaidee,  it  is  a 
misnomer.  Sir,  and  proceeds  from  a  misose  ef 
the  English  language.  It  was  originated  by 
persons  who  had  no  better  argument  to  ose 
against  the  splendid  legislation  whioh  was 
being  carried  on  in  this  country.  I  bwpe 
nothing  to  say  against  this  meaaure.  Whn 
the  Premiers  of  the  Australasian  OolomeB 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  something  like 
this  is  absolutely  necessary  to  proteot  the 
purity  of  the  race  in  this  colony,  I  think  il 
IS  time  that  I,  in  my  humble  sphere  of  life  and 
with  my  very  finite  capacity  to  form  a  judgmeat 
of  things,  should  be  willing  to  be  led  by  aneh  an 
august  assembly  as  the  Premiers  of  all  the 
Australian  Colonies.  That,  I  think,  ought  tobs 
conclusive  to  anyone,  except,  perhapa,  the  Hod. 
Mr.  Shrimski,  who  has  taken  upon  himaeU  the 
burden,  apparently,  of  guiding  the  destiniee  ol 
this  colony  in  the  most  eccentric  manner  pQS> 
sible.  Now,  as  to  the  contention  as  to  any 
person  who  cannot  write  his  name  in  any 
language  of  Europe,  while  education  is  so  wide- 
spresd  as  it  is  now,  there  are  few  people  ia 
Europe  who  will  attempt  to  enter  this  colony 
who  cannot  write  their  namea.    Suoh  as  an 
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«o  Sgnoraat  aa  to  be  unftble  to  write  their  names 
wQl  never  attempt  to  oome  to  a  colony  like 
this.  Now,  I  do  not  know  whether  the  hononr- 
«Uft  gentleman  would  like  to  introduce  persons 
with  loathsome  diseases.  It  is  generally  ad- 
mitted now  that  we  stand  in  great  danger  of 
the  spread  of  ttiberouloeis,  and,  oonseqaently, 
we  ought  to  be  carefal  not  to  allow  it  to  be  tntro- 
-dnced  more  than  we  possibly  can.  Our  climate 
is  such  as  will  tempt  people  snflfering  from  such 
diseases  to  oome  to  this  colony.  It  may  be 
looked  upon  as  inhuman  to  shut  them  out,  but 
«harity  ^Bgins  at  home,  and  self > preservation  is 
the  first  law  of  nature.  It  is  an  instinct  even 
in  the  worm,  and  consequently  we  are  only 
obeying  tiie  first  law  of  nature  by  trying  to 
protect  ourselves  from  such  loathsome  diseases. 
An  honourable  gentleman->I  forget  who  it  was 
— said  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  oat  who  the 
persons  were  who  had  been  convicted  of  offences. 
Well,  even  if  you  cannot  find  that  out,  you 
will  still  shut  out  a  great  many  of  them,  and 
-frighten  a  great  many  more,  by  having  such  a 
-law  as  this  in  existence.  I  had  no  intention 
-whatsoever  of  speaking  on  this  subject,  for  the 
reason  that  I  have  not  made  myself  acquainted 
-with  it,  and  I  have  not  read  all  the  Bill  yet, 
nor  have  I  studied  it ;  and  nothing  would  have 
induced  me  to  speak  were  it  not  for  the  utter- 
anoee  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke 
last. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  A.  LEE  SMITH.— I  do  not 
like  the  observations  which  have  just  been 
made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimskl  to  go  without 
notice.  I  think  it  is  somewhat  of  an  insult  he 
has  offered  to  the  newer  members  of  the  Goun- 
«fl  when  he  sajrs  we  come  here,  using  an  old 
phrase,  tike  *'  dumb  dogs  "  to  pass  any  legisla- 
tion which  the  Government  think  proper  to 
•bring  before  us ;  and  he  said  it  is  reserved  for 
•older  members  of  the  Council  like  himself  to 
protect  this  country  from  the  bad  legislation 
we  are  endeavouring  to  force  upon  the  colony. 
Now,  I  resent  that,  Sir.  I  think,  in  the  short 
time  I  have  been  in  this  Council— and  I  notice 
it  is  the  same  with  regard  to  other  honourable 
members  who  have  lately  had  the  honour  of  a 
seat  here — we  have  taken  our  part  as  fully  in 
debating  questions  brought  before  us  as  a  good 
manv  of  the  older  members,  and  certainly 
maon  more  so  than  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
flhrimski. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHBIMSKL—How  do  you 
vote? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  A.  LEE  SMITH.  —  That  is 
for  me  to  decide,  not  for  you.  And  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  takes  upon  himself  the 
duty  of  protector  of  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land, I  should  like  to  know  where  he'  gets  bis 
charter  from.  I  do  not  know  of  it.  Whence 
eomes  his  authority  to  say  that  it  is  only  a 
select  few  of  the  members  of  this  Council  who 
aie  able  to  decide  what  is  good  or  what  is  not 
good  for  the  country  ?  I  resent  that  imputa- 
tion, Sir,  and  I  think  on  consideration  the 
honourable  member  will  be  sorry  that  he  has 
Imported  the  words  "dumb  dogs"  into  this 
Oonnoil.  They  have  never  before  been  used,  so 
iBX  as  I  know.    Now,  with  regard  to  the  Bill 


although  I  agree  with  the  general  aims  and 
objects  of  it,  still*  I  think  there  is  some  force  in 
the  contention  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski  as  to 
the  difficulties  with  regard  to  the  clause  de- 
barring those  from  arriving  here  who  can- 
not read  and  write.  I  for  one,  and  I  dare 
say  every  member  of  this  Council  and  every 
man  in  the  country,  now  quite  recognise 
the  very  great  improvement  there  is  in  the 
opportunities  at  Home  for  persons  to  be  edu- 
cated; but.  Sir,  whilst  I  would  agree  to 
the  clause  debarring  young  persons  coming 
here  who  cannot  read  and  write,  I  think  it 
ought  to  be  amended  to  allow  elderly  people, 
who  did  not  at  Home  have  the  opportunities  ol 
education  which  others  have  had  in  recent 
times,  to  enter  the  colony.  There  are  many 
people — young  men — who  have  been  successful 
in  this  country  who  are  desirous  of  sending  for 
their  parents  or  some  of  their  relatives  who, 
owing  to  their  not  being  in  very  good  circum- 
stances, desire  to  get  a  better  home  here;  and 
these  people  have  not  had  the  opportunities  of 
education  whioh  are  afforded  to  this  younger 
generation.  Take,  for  instance,  those  people 
born  before  1850— the  poorer  English  classes^ 
The  honourable  gentleman  was  probably  right 
in  saying  76  per  cent,  of  the  population  In 
some  of  the  country  districts  could  not  read 
nor  write;  and  I  think,  in  the  case  of  the 
parents  of  people  settled  here,  to  debar  them 
from  entering  tne  colony  for  the  simple  reason 
that  they  could  not  sign  the  declaration  would 
be  highly  wrong.  I  think  the  Government 
would  do  wisely  if  they  recognised  the  necessity 
of  admitting  such  people  without  signing  the 
declaration.  I  know  m  my  own  county^ 
Yorkshire— when  I  was  a  boy,  if  you  went  to 
the  farming  districts,  you  would  probably  find 
that  perhaps  not  one  in  twenty  of  the  farm 
boys  was  able  to  read  or  write.  These  people 
are  now  fifty  or  sixty  years  of  age  and  upwards, 
and  if  they  want  to  come  here  I  do  not  see 
that  they  should  be  prevented  simply  because 
they  had  not  the  advantages  of  the  younj^er 
generation.  With  that  statement  I  am  gomg 
to  support  the  Bill,  and  I  hope  it  will  pass  nol 
only  in  this  but  also  in  every  other  Australasian 
colony. 

Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKEB.— Sir,  in  reply, 
I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  merely  in  reference 
to  the  remarks  of  members  of  the  Council. 
With  reference  to  what  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean 
said,  I  can  inform  him  that  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Western  Australia,  the  Parliament  of 
South  Australia,  and  the  Parliament  of  New 
South  Wales  have  passed  legislation  on  the 
lines  of  this  Bill.  I  ao  not  think  I  can  procure 
copies  of  the  measures  to  lay  on  the  table  of 
the  Council,  as  probably  there  are  only  bound 
copies  in  the  colony ;  but  I  will  see  what  can  be 
done,  and  if  a  synopsis  of  the  different  Bills 
would  satisfy  the  honourable  gentleman  I  will 
be  very  pleased  to  provide  oopies  and  circulate 
them.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  objections 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bowen  to  clause  90,  I  will 
inquire  into  that  and  see  whether  it  is  sur- 
plusage, as  he  alleges,  or  whether  it  should 
prbperly  be  placed  in  this  Bill.    I  trust  that 
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will  b6  nfeisfaotory.  Then,  oomiDg  to  the 
Hod.  Mr.  Bonar's  old  contention,  and  which 
has  been  re-echoed  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lee 
Smith,  with  respect  to  the  hardshipe  of  the 
reading  and  writing  qualification  clause,  I 
must  say  I  do  not  believe  that  this  will  operate 
in  any  shape  or  form  prejudicially  to  persons 
who  are  likely  to  emigrate  from  the  British 
Idands  at  the  present  day.  At  all  events,  this 
has  been  a  test  which  has  been  accepted  in  the 
other  colonies,  and  if  any  other  test  can  be 
suggested  which  would  serve  the  purpose  better 
1  am  perfectly  prepared  to  consider  it.  I  have 
submitted  it,  however,  to  the  Council  as  a  test 
which  the  parliamentary  minds  of  different 
colonies  haTe  accepted  as  a  fair  solution  of  the 
difficulty.  As  to  criminals,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar 
also  seems  to  think  there  is  a  hardship  not 
so  much  to  the  criminal  as  to  the  shipping 
masters  who  might  carry  criminals  to  the 
colony ;  but  I  think  it  is  just  as  well  we  should 
have  these  clauses  to  point  out  to  shipping 
masters  that  they  should  not  bring  persons  of 
this  class  to  our  shores.  We  do  not  want  to  be 
hard  on  sbipping  masters,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  know  shipping  masters  will  do  a  good 
deal  for  a  good  price,  and  we  do  not  want  to  put 
temptation  in  their  way  so  that  they  may  bring 
people  of  the  criminal  class  into  the  country. 
ft  is  only  fair,  I  think,  that  they  should  be  put 
in  such  a  position  that  they  will  know  what 
will  be  the  consequences  if  they  assist  to  bring 
these  people  to  the  colony.  I  trust,  Sir,  the 
Council  will  read  the  Bill  a  second  time  this 
day. 

The  Council  divided. 
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Bill  rea^i  the  second  time. 

SHORTHAND  REPORTERS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  said  this  was 
another  Bill  that  the  Council  passed  last  year, 
but  which  unfortunately  was  intercepted  in  its 
progress  by  the  exigencies  of  a  heavy  session. 
It  was  a  Bill  that  he  felt  certain  was  bound 
to  be  passed  within  a  very  short  time.  The 
practice  in  our  Courts  now  was  to  take  advan- 
tage of  shortha,nd  as  far  as  possible,  and  if 
legislation  was  long  delayed  it  would  be  found 
that  it  would  not  be  so  much  the  introduction 
of  shorthand  into  our  Courts  that  would  be  re- 
Hon.  W.  O.  Walk$r 


auired  as  the  regulation  of  it.  He  did  not 
bink  it  was  necessaiy  to  go  into  the  sabjeot 
at  great  length,  as  it  was  well  debated  last 
year.  One  honourable  gentleman  whose  lev 
they  would  all  deplore— the  late  Hon.  Mr.  W. 
Downie  Stewart— was  yery  familiar  with  the 
subject.  He  had  studied  it  from  a  professional 
point  of  view,  and  he  gave  great  support  ti  the 
Bill,  and  had  done  so  for  many  yean.  From 
all  he  (Mr.  Walker)  had  read  of  the  praciioe  in 
other  countries,  he  was  led  to  believe  there  wa» 
no  reason  whatever  why  shorthand  should  cot 
be  the  role,  and  not  the  exception,  as  it  vss 
now.  It  was  true  the  exception  was  gradually 
enlarging  its  borders,  and  that  the  Courta  wcxe 
availing  themselves  of  the  use  of  ehortbanil 
wherever  they  could,  with  great  adTantage  to 
them  both  in  the  way  of  expedition  and  in  the 
way  of  accuracy.  He  had  not  had  muoh  ex- 
perience of  the  interior  of  the  Courts  of  the 
colony,  or  the  Courts  elsewhere,  but  whenever 
he  had  been  obliged  to  attend  a  Court  be  had 
felt  terribly  hurt,  from  the  point  of  view  of  what 
one  expected  of  the  dignity  of  a  Judge,  to  find 
that  he,  of  all  persons  in  the  Court,  should  be 
obliged  to  keep  his  nose  to  the  grindstone  and 
his  hand  to  the  paper  during  Uie  whole  day. 
It  could  not,  he  felt  sure,  be  to  the  aesieta&oe 
of  his  judgment  very  often  that  a  Judge  ahoold 
be  a  Mrriting-machine  aa  long  as  he  is  sitting 
on  the  bench.  In  fact  the  previous  ynar  be 
had  been  able  to  quote  a  very  high  authority— 
the  late  Chief  Justice  of  England— who  pointed 
out  that  the  practice  of  taking  Judges'  notes 
operated  most  disadvi^ntageously,  especially  ia 
the  case  of  conscientious  Judges.  They  took 
down  every  word.  They  Imew  by  experience 
that  they  could  never  tell  whether  some  even 
apparently  insignificant  portion  of  the  evidenee 
might  not  be  material  to  a  very  large  extent ; 
and  therefore,  from  their  consoientioua  way  of 
working,  they  felt  bound  to  take  OTsry  iraid 
down  as  far  as  they  could,  although,  in  the  out- 
come, nine- tenths  would  be  absolutely  worth- 
less. He  moved,  TJuU  the  BUI  be  now  uU 
the  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  was  very  pleased  on 
this  occasion  to  be  able  to  congratulate  the 
Oovernmenc  on  bringing  in  a  useful  measure — 
a  measure  which  he  thought  would  prove  of 
very  great  use  in  the  Courts,  because  tbeie 
was  hardly  an  office  now  that  had  not  a  short- 
hand writer,  and  they  were  getting  tcej  expert 
Some  consideration,  however,  should  be  given 
by  the  Government  to  one  or  two  olauses  in  the 
Bill — 14  and  15,  for  instance.  The  great  point 
in  administering  the  Act  was  the  oaie  wtiieh 
should  be  exercised  over  the  appointments  to 
the  Courts,  because  they  knew  several  of  then 
were  not  very  correct  at  reporting,  and  requind 
some  practice  and  experience  before  they  vrsce 
able  to  report  properly,  espeoially  in  Coarl- 
work,  where  witnesses  might  have  to  sign  depo- 
sitions.   He  hoped  the  Bill  would  pass. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty-five  nunalas 
past  three  o'clock  p.m. 
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'SeeoDd  Reading— SMsional  Committees— New  Zea- 
land GoBBole— North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway 
Ijoan— North  Island  Main  Trank  Railway  Loan 
Application  Act  —  Indastrial  Conciliation  and 
Arbitration  Act  — "Thirds"  and  "Fourths'*— 
Velt  Industry  Bonus  —  Mr.  Justice  Edwards's 
Petition  —  Ooldflelds  and  BCines  Committee— 
liibraiy  Committee  —  Labour  Bills  Committee 
— ^Reporting  Debates  and  Printing  Committee- 
Agricultural,  Pastoral,  and  Stock  Committee— 
Bailways  Committee  —  Preferential  Voting  and 
Proportional  Representation  Bill— Property  Law 
Consolidation  Bill-Libel  Bill. 


Mr.  RpRAiciiS  took  the    oh  air  at  ha)!- past 
two  o'clock. 


SECOND  READING. 
Miner's  Right  Redaction  BUI. 

SESSIONAL  COMMITTEES. 

IjOCAl  Bills.— Mr.  E.  G.  Allen,  Mr.  Flat- 
niAD,  Mr.  Graham,  Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  M.  J.  S. 
Maokensie,  Mr.  Massey,  Mr.  Millar,  Mr.  Mont- 
fpomery,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Hall  Jones. 

Waste  iMjrps. — Mr.  Dancan,  Mr.  Flatman, 
lir.  Gilfedder,  Mr.  Hogg,  Mr.  Lang,  Mr.  Rolles- 
.ton,  Mr.  B.  Thompson,  Mr.  J.  W.  Thomson, 
Ifr.  Wason,  and  Mr.  Hall- Jones. 

NEW  ZEALAND  CONSOLS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MONTGOMERY 
^(lillesmere),  it  was  ordered,  That  there  he 
laid  before  this  Houne  a  retnm  showing  the 
flunoant  of  deposits  under  "  The  New  ZjCMkland 
<^nso]8  Act,  1894,"  showing  separately  the  de- 
posits—(1)  Under  £10 ;  (2}  over  £10  and  under 
£30;  (8)  over  £20  and  under  £50;  (4)  over  £50 
And  under  £100 ;  (5)  over  £100  and  under  £500 ; 
i[6)  oyer  £500  and  under  £1,000 ;  (7)  oyer  £1,000 
and  under  £100,000;  (8)  over  £100,000. 

ITORTH    ISLAND    MAIN    TRUNK    RAIL- 

WAY  LOAN. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON 
^atea),  it  was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  House  a  retnm  giving  particulars  of 
the  Native  lands  purchased  by  the  £219,987 
taken  out  of  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk 
Railway  Million  Loan,  and  of  any  transactions 
in  oonneotion  with  such  lands,  and  how  the 
proceeds  have  been  dealt  with. 

NORTH  ISLAND  MAIN  TRUNK  RAILWAY 
LOAN  APPLICATION  ACT. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON 
•(Patea),  it  was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  House  a  return  showing  to  what 
objects  payment  was  made  of  the  £26,200  with- 
<drawn  in  the  last  financial  year  from  the 
Deposit  Account  under  '*  The  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan  Application  Act 
1886  Amendment  Act,  1889." 


INDUSTRIAL  CONCILIATION  AND  ARBI- 
TRATION ACT. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON 
(Patea),  it  was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  House  a  return  showing  the  several 
amounts  naid,  and  to  whom  and  for  what  ser- 
vices, and  the  rates  of  payment,  under  the 
Industrial  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act, 
during  th^  year  ended  81st  March,  1899. 

"THIRDS"  AND  "FOURTHS." 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON 
(Patea),  tt  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  House  a  return  showing  the  amounts 
which,  on  the  31st  March  last,  had  accumu- 
lated in  respect  of  "thirds"  and  "fourths," 
and  setting  out  the  names  of  the  local  autho- 
rities to  which  such  moneys  may  be  handed 
over,  and  the  lands  to  be  served  by  the  expendi- 
ture of  such  moneys,  in  terms  of  seotion  126 
of  the  Land  Act. 

FELT  INDUSTRY  BONUS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON 
patea),  it  was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  House  a  return  setting  out  the 
regulations  under  which  the  £500  bonus  for  the 
felt  industry  might  be  earned,  the  report  of  the 
Inspector  under  which  £100  of  suoh  bonus  was 
paid,  and  a  copy  of  the  deposition  before  the 
Acting  Official  Assignee  in  Bankruptcy  of  one 
of  the  partners  of  the  firm  which  obtained  suoh 

Sayment;  also,  any  memorandum  from  the 
official  Assignee,  and  any  correspondence  with 
the  Gk>yemment  on  the  subject  of  such  in- 
dustry. 

MR.  JUSTICE  EDWARDS'S  PETITION. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington  City)  presented  a 
petition  from  Mr.  Justioe  Edwards,  praying  for 
compensation  for  loss  of  office  as  Commissioner 
under  the  Native  Land  Court  Acts,  and  moved. 
That  it  be  referred  to  the  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

GOLDFIElliDS  AND  MINES  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  of  Mines)  moved, 
That  Standing  Order  No.  211  be  suspended,  and 
that  a  Goldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  con- 
sisting of  seventeen  members,  be  appointed,  to 
whom  shall  be  referred  all  matters  relating 
to  mining,  and  all  Bills  relating  to  mines ;  with 
power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers ;  five  to  be 
a  quorum :  the  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  J. 
Allen,  Mr.  Camcross,  Mr.  Duncan,  Mr.  Fraser, 
Mr.  Gilfedder,  Mr.  Guinness,  Mr.  Herries,  Mr. 
Lang,  Mr.  McGowan,  Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Maokensie, 
Mr.  R.  McKenzie,  Mr.  Massey,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr. 
O'Regan,  Mr.  Rawlins,  Mr.  Seddon,  and  the 
mover. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said,  with  consent, 
he  would  move  that  the  name  of  Mr.  Sligo  be 
substituted  for  that  of  Mr.  Massey. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  said  the 
Standing  Orders  would  have  to  be  suspended 
in  order  to  do  that. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  give  notice  ac- 
cordingly«-. 
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Oaptain  BUSSBLL  (Hawke's  Bay)  said  he 
wanted  to  make  an  objection  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  this  Committee.  With  respeot  to  this 
Committee,  and  in  the  oase  of  all  others,  they 
were  invited  to  run  against  the  will  of  the 
House  as  expressed  in  their  Standing  Orders. 
For  his  own  part,  be  was  thoroughly  oouTinced 
that  the  appointment  of  large  Committees  was 
prejudioial  to  the  work  done  by  them.  Mem- 
bers were  appointed  to  so  many  Committees 
that  they  could  not  attend  to  the  sittings  of 
those  Committees.  As  to  the  Goldfields  and 
Mines  Committee,  it  might  be  held'^that  this 
was  an  ezceptionid  cose— that  all  members 
who  represented  mining  oonstituenoies  desired 
to  be  members  of  the  Mines  Committee ;  but, 
notwithstanding  that,  he  could  not  help  think- 
ing that  the  principle  on  which  they  were  act- 
ing now,  of  setting  up  large  Committees,  was 
wrong.  The  whole  question  was  fully  discussed 
when  the  Standing  Orders  were  amended  some 
years  ago,  and  Standing  Order  Ko.  211  provided 
that  Committees  should  consist  of  not  less 
than  five  and  not  more  than  ten  members, 
unless  the  leave  of  the  House  was  specially 
granted.  He  could  understand  a  particular 
case  where  it  might  be  necessary  to  have  more 
than  ten  members,  but  every  honourable  mem- 
ber must  know  from  experience  that  owing  to 
the  creation  of  these  large  Committees  the 
business  was  usually  left  to  two  or  three  mem- 
bers; but  when  a  division  was  called  for 
members  came  from  other  Committees  and 
voted,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
stances on  which  they  voted.  He  recognised 
that  this  session  it  might  be  impossible  to  pre- 
vent the  appointment  of  these  large  Commit- 
tees, but  he  wished  the  House  to  take  upon 
itself  to  insist  that  Ministers  in  selecting 
Committees  should  select  the  names  of  persons 
most  qualified  to  deal  with  the  subjects  to  be 
specially  considered  by  the  Committees.  He 
thought  ten  members  were  amply  sufiQoient  to 
deal  with  any  subject  brought  before  them. 
From  his  own  experience,  he  could  say  that  he 
bad  often  been  appointed  to  so  many  Com- 
mittees that  he  could  not  do  justice  to  any 
one  of  them.  Before  he  got  well  settled  at 
one  Committee  a  clerk  came  from  another 
Committee  requesting  him  to  go  to  another 
Committee  to  make  up  a  quorum  or  attend  a 
division,  and  so  it  went  on.  It  was  quite  time 
the  House  should  determine  once  and  for  all 
what  should  be  the  rule  in  this  matter  of  Com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  agreed  to  some 
extent  with  what  had  been  said  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  but  there  were  exceptions  to 
all  rules,  and  in  this  oase  it  expedited  business. 
There  were,  he  thought,  some  fifteen  goldfields 
members,  and,  if  you  limited  the  Committee  to 
one- half  that  number,  the  result  would  be  that, 
when  the  business  of  the  Committee  came  up 
before  the  House,  a  considerable  amount  of  time 
would  be  taken  up  in  discussing  the  matter 
again  in  the  House.  The  custom  that  had 
been  followed  with  respeot  to  this  Committee 
was  a  custom  that  had  been  in  existence  ever 
aince  he  had  been  in  Parliament;  and,  if  he 


was  to  be  blamed  at  all,  it  was  becanae  Id 
this  matter  he  was  a  little  ooDservadve  m 
foUowing  the  old  lines.  No  one  knew  better 
than  he  did  that  when  you  were  on  a  nmaber 
of  Committees  you  had  to  give  divided  atfcsa- 
tion.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition  had  spotm 
against  his  own  contention  when  he  said  chatr 
notwithstanding  the  large  number  of  membaia 
on  Committees,  there  was  often  a  difficulty  in 
getting  a  quorum.  Then,  there  were  some  mem- 
bers who  were  on  very  few  Gommitteee,  aad 
there  were  some  who  were  only  on  one  Commit- 
tee. Where  there  was  special  knowledge  la- 
quired,  he  thought  they  were  justified  in  sus- 
pending the  Standing  Orders.  However;  as 
the  practice  in  force  had  been  the  praotiet 
throughout  this  Parliament,  probably  it  wouid 
be  as  well  to  allow  it  to  continue  to  the  end  of 
the  Parliament,  and,  if  necesslCry,  to  make  the 
alteration  in  the  new  Parliament. 

Mr.  ALLEN  (Bruoe)  said  the  contention  of 
the  Premier,  that  the  leader  of  the  Opposifeian 
was  wrong  in  his  remark  that  the  dlifileulty  in 
obtaining  a  quorum  on  these  Oomnouttees  was 
because  there  were  so  many  members  on  a 
Committee,  did  not  hold  good,  the  reason  being 
that  there  were  so  many  members  on  eaoh 
individual  Committee,  and  so  many  Committees^ 
that  members*  time  was  taken  up  with  one 
Committee  which  might  be  sitting  at  the  same 
time  as  another,  and  therefore  the  members 
could  not  attend  both.  That  was  the  reason 
they  could  not  get  a  quorum  ;  and  he  believed,, 
seeing  that  the  number  of  members  of  tiie 
House  had  been  reduced,  some  alteration  ought 
to  have  been  made  in  the  constitution  of  the 
Committees.  They  found  now  that  aome  mea 
were  placed  on  a  great  many  Committeas^ 
and  some  were  placed  only  on  one  Coib- 
mittee.  He  believed  there  were  oases  m 
which  an  honourable  member  was  not  ee 
any  Committee  at  all.  Special  knowled» 
might  be  rej^uired  in  the  oase  of  the  Gold- 
fields  Committee,  but  there  were  other  Com- 
mittees in  regard  to  whioh  special  knowledge 
was  not  required.  He  found  that,  out  of  the 
total  number  of  Committees,  on  nine  Commit- 
tees there  were  over  ten  members,  and  on  some 
there  were  as  many  as  seventeen  and  eighteen. 
On  the  Native  Afiairs  Committee  there  were 
eighteen ;  on  the  Commerce  Committee — not 
that  they  needed  a  large  number  on  that  Com- 
mittee— there  were  thirteen  members,  whezeas- 
ten  could  form  the  Conunittee,  leaving  three 
free  for  other  work.  In  the  oase  ^f  the  BaaU 
ways  Committee  there  were  seventeen  mem- 
bers ;  and  what  was  the  necessity  for  so  laigs 
a  number,  when  ten  men  could  do  the  work 
perfectly  well,  and  a  number  of  men  eoold 
be  set  free  for  other  work.  Where  were  ths 
experts  on  the  Railways  Committee?  On  the 
House  Committee  there  were  eleven  members^ 
and  on  the  Goldfields  Committee  there  were 
seventeen  members,  and  there  were  some 
members  who  never  attended.  Why  not 
take  suoh  members  off  and  let  them  go 
where  they  wished?  What  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  said  was  perfectly  oonect,  that 
some  members  attended  soaroely  a  meetiog  of 
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%  Oommitfeee  daring  the  Mssion;  ftnd  then, 
when  9k  vote  upon  some  interesting  sabjeot  was 
being  taken,  tney  would  go  to  the  Committee 
to  vote  on  a  qaestion  they  knew  very  liktle 
about.  He  believed  the  whole  constitation  of 
their  Committees  wanted  rearranging.  Con- 
■nltation  oaght  to  take  plaoe  between  the 
leaders  on  either  side,  and  it  ought  to  be 
arranged  that  the  members  might  be  properly 
divided.  They  had  on  his  side  of  the  House 
■ome  who  were  sitting  on  one  Committee,  and 
others  who  were  on  no  less  than  six  Com- 
mittees. It  was  obviously  unfair  and  ridiculous 
to  suppose  that  one  man  oould  attend  on  six 
Conunittees  and  do  the  work  properly,  where- 
as, were  he  on  only  one,  two,  or  even  three 
Committees,  he  oould  taJre  part  in  their  de- 
liberations properly.  He  thought  the  Com- 
mittees ought  to  be  set  up  by  a  Committee  of 
SeJeotion,  so  that  the  Hoase  might  be.  repre- 
sented properly,  and  then  better  work  would  be 
done  than  was  done  at  present.  During  the 
last  year  or  two  they  had  had  an  alteration  in 
regaru  to  manv  of  the  Committees,  because  the 
Opposition  side  had  happened  to  be  a  little 
stronger  and  had  made  up  their  minds  to  have 
some  alteration;  but  the  House  would  never 
get  satisfactory  work  until  some  system  of 
seleotion  was  arranged  beforehand,  so  that 
men  would  be  picked  for  Committees  with 
regiund  to  their  special  qualification  for  the 
work  involved.  Until  that  was  done,  they 
would  never  get  good  work  or  a  quorum.  This 
would  be  a  very  much  better  arrangement,  and 
he  hoped  the  time  would  come—if  not  this 
session,  then  very  soon — when  a  better  system 
of  appointment  with  regard  to  Committees 
would  be  in  force. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  (Biocarton)  had  been 
pleased  to  hear  the  Premier  say— if  he  under- 
stood him  rightly — that  he  hoped  that  in  a 
intore  Parliament  they  would  come  to  some 
better  understanding  as  to  the  constitution  of 
these  Committees.  It  was  a  subject  he  had 
spoken  of  several  times,  and  had  taken  a  great 
deal  of  interest  in.  He  did  not  wish  now  to 
delay  business,  or  to  trouble  the  House  farther 
than  to  put  on  record  the  fact  that  a  consider- 
able section  of  the  House  desired  a  great  change 
to  oome  about  with  regard  to  the  constitution 
of  the  Committees.  And  the  direction  in  which 
it  shovdd  be  brought  about  was  to  adopt  the 
same  course  that  was  followed  in  the  British 
Parliament  with  regaord  to  the  standing  Com- 
mittees on  legislation  and  other  important 
matters  :  that  was,  that  there  should  be  a 
Committee  of  Seleotion  who  should  nominate 
the  Committees.  He  should  propose,  there- 
fore, not  with  any  view  to  delay  business, 
but  in  order  to  put  on  record  the  manner 
in  which  the  system  might  be  arranged, 
after  the  words  "  seventeen  members,"  to 
insert  the  words  "whose  names  shall  bo 
hereafter  submitted  to  this  House."  That 
would  bs  an  indication  that  the  Committees 
should  be  authorised  by  the  House,  and  that 
the  seleotion  of  names  should  be  made  by 
another  process  than  by  the  Government--- 
namely,  oy  the  setting  up  of  a  Committee  of 


Seleotion.  The  Committee  of  Seleotion  at 
Home  was  a  sessional  Committee  nominated 
by  the  House  under  Standing  Order  98.  It 
consisted  of  eight  members,  one  of  whom  was 
always  the  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee 
on  Standing  Orders ;  and  this  Committee  had 
the  nomination  of  members  for— (a)  Standing 
Committees,  (6)  the  General  Conunittee  on 
Bailwavs  and  Canals,  (c)  Committee  on  all 
opposed  private  Bills,  {d)  Conunittees  nomi- 
nated partly  by  the  House  and  partly  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection,  (s)  Joint  Commit- 
tees, if  so  authorised  by  the  House.  And, 
as  he  understood  it,  the  system  was  grow- 
ing in  the  Parliament  at  Home  of  referring 
the  nomination  of  other  Committees  to  this 
Committee  of  Selection.  Of  course,  it  was 
obvious  that  this  Committeie  of  Seleotion  at 
Home  was  becoming  practically  a  judicial 
Committee  that  acted  mainly  apart  from  party 
in  the  seleotion  of  members  of  other  Commit* 
tees.  It  was  true  it  consisted  of  equal  num- 
bers from  the  two  sides  of  the  House,  and  it 
was  well  known  that  under  the  chairmanship 
of  the  late  Sir  John  Mowbray  the  nominations 
of  this  Committee  met  with  the  genersJ  ap- 
proval of  the  House,  and  that  it  was  for  the 
most  part  divested  of  that  political  element 
that  must  be  attached  to  nomination  by  the 
Government  of  the  day.  There  had  been  a 
good  deal  said,  and  a  just  complaint  made, 
that  the  Committees  had  been  too  much  domi- 
nated by  the  dominant  party  in  the  House. 
Now,  that  objection  would  be  got  over  to 
a  very  great  extent  by  the  suggestion  he 
had  made.  The  Standing  Order  referring  to 
the  nomination  of  standing  Committees  by 
the  Committee  of  Seleotion  ran  thus :  "  That 
they  shall  have  regard  to  the  classes  of  Bills 
committed  to  such  Conmiittees,  to  the  com- 
position of  the  House,  and  to  the  qualifioa- 
tions  of  the  members  selected."  And  under 
these  general  directions. they  named  the  Com- 
mittees for  the  House.  This  question  of  the 
appointment  of  Committees  was,  he  believed, 
one  of  the  largest  importance  in  relation  to  our 
parliamentary  system.  Mr.  Lecky,  in  his  book 
on  **  Democracy  and  Liberty,"  said  this : — 

*' Another  method  by  which  the  evils  of 
delaying  parliamentary  svstems  may  be  in 
some  degree  mitigated  is  by  the  extension  of 
the  powers  of  Committees.  The  only  possible 
manner  in  i^thich  a  large  assembly  of  men  can 
directly  and  efficiently  discharge  much  busi- 
ness is  by  the  strict  organisation  of  parties, 
whioh  throws  the  whole  initiation  and  direction 
into  a  few  competent  hands." 

He  believed  the  reform  of  our  parliamentary 
system  in  this  direction  would  have  more 
effect  on  the  proper  conduct  of  the  business 
of  the  House  than  any  other  course  that  could 
be  taken.  He  understood  the  Premier  had 
consented  to  receive  from  the  House  sugges- 
tions as  to  members  who  wished  to  be  put  on 
different  Committees,  and  whose  presence  upon 
those  Committees  would  be  aoceptable  to  both 
sides  of  the  House.  He  therefore,  as  he  said, 
did  not  wish  at  all  to  supersede  any  arrange- 
ment in  the  amendment  he  was  proposing,  but 


686 


Chldfields  and 


[HOUSE.]         Mines  OammUtee.         [J1JI.T  6 


he  wifihed  to  put  on  record,  with  a  view  to 
future  actioD,  the  ^stem  which  he  thought 
should  be  adopted.  He  would  move  that,  after 
the  word  **  seventeen,"  the  words  **  whose 
names  shall  hereafter  be  submitted  to  this 
House  "  be  inserted,  it  being  underitood  that 
that  would  be  with  the  view  of  setting  up  a 
Oommittee  of  Selection. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  rose  to  a  point  of 
order.  This  was  the  question  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee,  the  names  of  which  were 
given. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  understand  it  is  proposed 
to  strike  out  all  the  words  after  the  words 
"seventeen  members."  The  names  would 
therefore  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  SEDDON .-^I  understood  it  was  proposed 
to  add  the  words  at  the  end  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — Yes.  It  is  proposed  to 
omit  all  the  words  after  the  words  "seventeen 
members,"  with  the  view  of  adding  instead  the 
words  "whose  names  shall  be  hereafter  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  for  appointment." 

Iklr.  a.  HUTCHISON  (Patea)  seconded  the 
ainendment,  although  he  should  have  preferred 
if  his  honourable  friend  had  gone  back  a  little 
further  and  proposed  to  strike  out  the  exceed- 
ingly large  number  which  was  assigned  to  this 
and  other  Committees.  However,  that  the  re- 
duction in  the  number  of  members  on  sessional 
Committees  might  appropriately  be  the  work  of 
a  new  Parliament — probably  of  a  new  Govern- 
ment— he  would  remark  that  the  conservatism 
of  the  Premier  as  to  the  numbers  on  Commit- 
tees must  have  been  a  growth  since  last  session, 
if  he  was  to  be  believed  when,  in  the  discussion 
which  then  occurred  with  reference  to  the  con- 
stitution of  Committees,  he  promised  to  propose 
this  session  Committees  with  reduced  numbers. 
The  Premier  had  also  promised  last  session  that 
he  would  this  session  consult  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  with  regard  to  the  numerical 
strength  of  Committees,  although  he  would  not 
concede  to  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  th^ 
right  of  nominating  the  names  properly  assign- 
able to  the  party  so  represented.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  not  apparently  seen 
his  way  to  conform  to  his  promises  this  session, 
and  he  (Mr.  Hutchison)  would  not  flatter  the 
Premier  by  supposing  that  he  might  be  in  a 
position  next  sessipn  to  give  effect  to  the  de- 
sirable reform  indicated  by  the  amendment. 
Some  other  leader  would  have  to  do  so. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  might  say  that  he 
was  taken  by  surprise  at  the  course  taken  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Riccarton.  Honour- 
able members  would  understand  what  his  feel- 
ings at  the  present  moment  were  when  he  trld 
them  that  he  had  an  assurance  from  his  chief 
Whip  that,  after  consultation  with  the  Whip 
on  the  other  side — the  alteration  of  certain 
names  on  Committees  being  suggested  —  the 
setting-up  of  Committees  was  agreed  upon 
for  that  afternoon.  And  then  he  was  con^ 
fronted  with  an  amendment  which  was  to  have 
no  effect  that  session,  but  was  to  affect  the 
setting-up  of  Committees  next  session— in  a 
new  Parliament.    Ue  said  it  was  impossible  for 
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them  to  go  on  with  the  puUio  business  if  sueh 
courses  as  that  were  to  be  adopted. 

An.  Hon.  Membkb.— Can  you  bind  a  future 
Parliament  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  could  not,  and  it 
would  be  improper  to  do  it.    The  honourable 
member  for  Riccarton  had  himBell  said  that 
the  amendment  would  have  no  effect  thai  ses- 
sion ;   and    he    would    ask  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  under  the  ciroumstiirncea,  to  keep 
good  faith,  and  let  them  go  on  with  the  eettlBg- 
up  of  Commitrees,  otherwise  it  meant  that  the 
afternoon  would  be  wasted,  and  they  would  be 
no  further  advanced.    He  had  indicated  that 
it  was  a  matter  they  might  consider  next  Pv- 
liament.  He  understood  that  that  wae  accepted, 
and,  with  the  Committees  that  day  praettoaOT 
agreed  upon,  what  was  the  neeeesity  for  raisiag 
this  question  by  way  of  amendment,  if  tke 
honourable  member  simply  wished  to  expieis 
his  views  upon  the  procedure  which  he  tbooght 
should  be  followed?    The  honourable  gende 
man  had  given  them  the  procedure  which  ot»- 
tained  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  regard 
to  having  a   Committee    of   Selection.     But 
that  was  nothing   new  to  members   of  Uist 
House.     It    was    in   existence    at    the    tims 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  on  the  Trear 
sury  benches,  and  he  had  never  attempted  to 
put  it  into  practice  here.     Whilst  that  system 
might  have  application  in  the  House  of  Ooni- 
mens,  its  application  here  would  probably  be 
defective.    At  Home,  of  course,  they  had  ifell- 
defined  parties,  and  the  two  leaders  of  thoss 
parties  agreed,  first  of  all,  as  to  a  Committee  of 
Selection.    Here  they  bad  more  than  two  psx- 
ties,  and  they  would  demand  to  be  coBsulted  in 
respect  to  this  Committee  of  Selection.     Ttien, 
there  were  six  hundred  members  in  the  House 
of  Conmions,  and  the  Committee  of  Seleetioii 
took  the  responsibility  which  wae  throwm  ben 
on  the  Qoverument  of  the  day.    At  all  events, 
he  took  this  to  be  a  proposal  to  reform  their 
Standing  Orders.    The  Standing  Orders  pro- 
vided for  the  names  of  persons  who  were  to  fna 
on  the  Committees  being  given.     This  amend- 
ment provided  that  those  names  were  to  be 
hereafter  selected  by  a  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion.     In  his  opinion,  the  proposal    was,  at 
all  eventR,  evading  the  Standing  Orders.    If 
this  Committee   made  Its  selection  eyen,  the 
names  would  have  to  come  before  the  House 
for  confirmation  before  the  members  oonld  act 
Under  the  ciicumstances,  he  would  ask  tbe 
honourable  member  to  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment, and  let  them  go  on  with  the  setting- 
up  of  Committees ;  or,  they  mi^ht  adjonm  the 
debate  on  this  particular  Committee  and  go  on 
setting-up  other  Committees.     He  wished  ta 
get  these  Committees  set  up  in  order  that  their 
work  might  be  proceeded  with ;  and  what  he 
complained  of  was  this:  he  was  induced  to 
bring  the  setting  up  of  Committees  on  to-day 
under  an  express  arrangement,  and  then  he 
found  the  arreuigement  departed  from.       He 
said  the  respt  nnibility  of  that  departure  was 
cast  on  the  leader  of  the  Opposition ;  aivl  be 
hoped  that  honourable  gentleman  would,  under 
the  circumstances — he  knew  the  honourable 
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^enfcleman  eoald  if  he  liked — ^help  him  in 
^tting  on  with  the  hnsinesB.  He  oertainly 
would  not  have  brought  them  on  today  had 
he  not  nnderstood  the  matter  was  arranged, 
«nd  then,  without  the  elightest  warning,  this 
amendment  was  sprung  upon  him.  Under 
snoh  conditions  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
^conduct  the  business  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa)  said  he  did 
not  propose  to  make  any  lengthy  remarks  on 
the  position  that  had  arisen,  much  less  to 
•olsetruct  any  arrangement  that  might  have 
been  come  to  with  regard  to  the  setting-up/)f 
these  Committees.  He,  however,  wished  to 
point  out  to  the  Premier  that,  when  he  ad- 
Tanced  reasons  to  the  House  which  obviously 
would  not  hold  water  for  a  moment,  he  was 
himself  blamable  for  raising  the  discussion 
that  was  necessary  to  put  him  right.  The 
Premier  told  them,  for  instance,  that  the 
•necessity  for  having  these  Committees  so  large 
sorose  from  his  desire  to  put  upon  them  all  the 
•experts  available  on  each  subject. 

Mr.  SEDDON.>-I  was  speaking  of  the  Gold- 
fields  Committee. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  understood  the 
henoorable  gentleman  was  speaking  generally 
-of  the  Committees.  He  did  not  know  whether 
he  was  precluded  from  referring,  by  way  of 
illustration,  to  the  composition  of  other  Com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  you  should  confine 
your  remarks  to  the  Committee  to  be  appointed 
under  notice  of  motion  No.  17,  which  is  now 
4b]one  under  consideration. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  that  restricted 
the  remarks  he  had  intended  to  make,  but 
even  in  the  case  of  this  particular  Committee 
the  contention  of  the  Premier  would  not  hold 
good  ;  and  as  to  the  work,  not  only  of  this  Com- 
mittee but  also  generally  of  all  Committees 
within  the  last  few  sessions,  every  member  of 
the  House  was  well  aware  that  their  work  had 
been  getting  less  and  less  effective.  They 
were  being  made  more  and  more  subject  to  the 
influence  of  party,  instead  of,  as  was  originally 
intended,  being  assisted  to  put  Bills  into  such 
a  shape  that  there  would  be  the  minimum  of 
difficulty  in  getting  them  through  the  House. 
As  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  had  stated, 
every  member  knew,  despite  what  the  Premier 
had  said,  that  it  had  become  practically  im- 
poflsible  to  get  the  work  of  the  Committees 
properly  carried  out,  because  of  the  inability 
of  many  members  to  attend  the  numerous 
Oommittees  to  which  they  were  appointed.  If 
the  Premier  had  attended  to  what  was  going 
on  when  the  honourable  member  for  Ricoarton 
was  speaking,  it  must  have  been  quite  obvious 
to  him,  as  it  had  been  to  the  House,  that 
even  the  members  of  the  Government  side  were 
entirely  in  accord  with  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Riccarton  in  the  broad  policy  which  he 
had  outlined  as   to  the  policy  winch  should 

frvem  the  setting-up  of  these  Committees, 
e  hoped  the  Premier  would.  If  he  could  not 
alter  the  composition  of  the  Committee  now 
under  consideration,  cut  down  the  number  of 
ihe  others. 


Mr.  ROLLESTON  wished  to  be  allowed  to 
make  a  personal  explanation.  Tbe  Premier, 
according  to  his  observations,  had  misc<m- 
ceived  the  purport  of  his  (Mr.  Rolleston's) 
remarks.  He  had  said  distinctly  that  he  had 
no  intention  on  the  present  occasiou  of  inter- 
fering with  what,  he  was  glad  to  hear,  was  an 
arrangement  come  to  with  regard  to  the  names 
on  the  Committees;  but,  with  a  view  to  the 
future,  he  had  proposed  the  insertion  of  certain 
words,  to  show  upon  tbe  records  of  the  House 
the  direction  in  which  he  was  satisfied  that 
mtmbers  on  both  sides  of  the  House  deidred 
that  an  improvement  should  be  made  in  respect 
to  the  constitution  of  the  Committees. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  moved  to  strike  out 
these  names. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  he  had  stated  he  did 
not  wish  to  drive  the  matter  to  a  division,  and, 
if  he  had  not  said  so,  his  intention  had  certainly 
been  to  say  that  he  would  consent  to  a  decision 
being  taken  upon  it  upon  the  voices,  because 
he  did  not  think  it  was  practicable,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  time  that  had  elapsed,  to  go 
further  with  it  this  session. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  (Dunedin  City) 
wished  to  pay  that  two  things  were  very  clear 
to  his  mind  in  connection  with  the  matter  be- 
fore  the  House.  Tbe  first  was  that  the  com- 
position of  Committees  should  be  placed  on  a 
radically  new  basiB,  and  the  second  was  that 
there  was  no  possibility,  or,  at  any  rate,  no 
reasonable  expectation,  of  that  being  done  in  a 
moribund  Parliament.  Without  in  the  leaot 
degree  desiring  to  prolong  the  discussion, 
he  wished  to  give  his  opinion  of  what  the 
new  basis  of  Committees  should  be,  princi- 
pally with  a  view  to  placing  it  upon  record,  so 
tbat  whatever  members  might  be  in  the  new 
Parliament — ^and  he  took  it  that  a  large  num- 
ber of  them  would  be  back  again — ^the  question 
might  be  grappled  with  when  ther^  was  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  producing  some  satisfac- 
tory result.  The  evil  of  having  very  large  and 
ineffective  Committees  was  growing  from  ses- 
sion to  session,  and  the  reason  seemed  perfectly 
plain.  It  was  because  of  the  desire  of  Govern- 
ments generally  to  pander  to  the  vanity  of  new 
members.  He  was  not  referring  specially  to 
the  present  Government ;  but  they  knew  that, 
whenever  new  members  came  to  Parliament, 
there  was  a  desire  to  minister  to  their  vanity, 
harmless  enough  in  itself.  Members  liked  to 
see  their  names  placed  upon  Committees, 
and  the  Government  of  the  day  naturally 
desired  to  forward  their  ambition.  The  re- 
sult was  that  the  Committees  were  growing 
every  year,  and  the  evil  had  become  a  really 
great  one.  He  thought  the  first  thing  to  be 
done  by  a  new  Parliament  was  to  grapple 
with  this  evil.  It  was  quite  true,  as  some 
honourable  member  said,  that  they  could  not 
bind  a  new  Parliament,  but  they  could  at  least 
express  their  opinion,  which  would  be  on  record 
for  the  guidance  of  the  new  Parliament  if  it 
desired  to  take  the  matter  up.  Last  year,  in 
connection  with  this  question  of  Committees,  he 
had  put  a  motion  on  the  Order  Paper,  but 
there  was  no  reoord  of  it,  because,  like  nearly 
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ail  other  motiooB,  it  was  allowed  to  stand 
nnmoTed  on  the  Paper,  and  was  then  straok 
ofi.  He  wished  to  piaoe  that  motion  on  reoord 
DOW,  because  it  embodied  his  own  very  careful 
opinion  as  to  the  basis  upon  which  Committees 
should  in  future  rest.    It  was  as  follows : — 

"  (1.)  That,  in  the  opinion  ol  this  House,  the 
existing  Soleotand  sessional  Committee  system 
notoriously  fails  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  House  in  providing  Committees  qualified 
to  conduct  inquiries  in  an  impartial  and  other- 
wise satisfactory  manner.  (2.)  That  all  ses- 
sional Committees  and  Select  Commiitees  of 
a  routine  character  should  in  future  be  ap- 
pointed by  a  standing  Committee  of  Selection, 
oonsisting  of  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Premier,  and 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  (8.)  That  all 
Seleot  Committees  charged  with  the  conduct 
of  inquiries  of  a  judicial  character,  especially 
such  as  may  affect  a  Minister  or  member  of  the 
House,  should  be  appointed  by  Mr.  Speaker 
alone,  or  should  be  a  Joint  Committee  selected 
by  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses.  (4.)  That  no 
Committee  shall  consist  of  more  tnan  seven 
members.'* 

He  did  not  propose  to  give  his  reasons  for 
these  variouB  resolutions,  which  spoke  for  them- 
selves ;  but,  with  regard  to  the  last  one,  he  was 
strongly  of  opinion  that  the  Committees  were 
even  now  too  large,  by  which  he  meant  that 
the  maximum  allowed  by  Standing  Order  211 
was  itself  too  large  and  ought  to  be  reduced  to 
seven.  The  Standing  Order  could  then,  of 
course,  be  suspended  on  any  particular  occa- 
sion wben  a  larger  Committee  was  deemed 
necessary.  The  Premier  had  remarked  that 
members  did  not  always  attend  Commiitees 
regularly.  That,  no  doubt,  as  some  one  bad 
said,  was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  they  were 
on  so  many  Committees,  but  also,  he  thought, 
to  another  reason  which  had  not  been  perceived. 
The  Committees  were  so  large  that  members 
who  were  disposed,  for  one  reason  or  another, 
to  attend  were  apt  to  say,  '*  There  are  sixteen 
or  seventeen  members  on  the  Committee ;  there 
is  sure  to  be  a  quorum  ;  what  need  for  me 
to  go  ?  "  If  the  Committees  were  smaller,  mem- 
bers would  feel  it  more  a  matter  of  duty  to 
attend  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  a 
small  Committee  would  do  its  work  ever  so 
much  better  than  a  large  one,  and  hoped  who- 
ever might  be  present  when  the  new  Parlia- 
ment commenced  its  labours  would  feel  that 
the  first  thing  to  be  done  would  be  to  take  this 
important  matter  in  hand  and  place  it  upon  a 
proper  footing. 

.  Q  Mr.  DUNCAN  (Oamaru)  said,  if  the 
honourable  member  who  had  spoken 
last  carried  his  mind  back  to  last  year  with  re- 
gard to  this  Committee,  he  would  find  it  was 
attended  for  six  solid  weeks  every  day  by  neatly 
all  the  members  of  that  Committee ;  and  if  they 
had  not  spent  the  time  they  did  on  that  Com- 
mittee, and  Bgreed  to  ^e  amendments  in  the 
consolidated  Mines  Act,  that  Bill  would  not  have 
become  law  during  this  Parliament,  or  perhaps 
the  next.  It  was  because  the  members  of  the 
Goldfields  Committee  were  there,  and  made  it 
their  business  to  attend  every  day  to  submit 
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their  amendments  and  to  oome  to  an  agceamont 
upon  them,  that  the  Bill  had  a  ohanoe,  and  the 
only  chance  of  passing  through  the  House. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— A  smaller  Com- 
mittee would  have  done  that. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  a  smaller  Committee 
would  never  have  done  it,  becaose  those  who 
were  not  on  that  Committee  would  have  wanted 
their  amendments  in  when  the  Bill  oame  on 
the  floor  of  the  House.  The  mining  inteiesfcs 
were  so  diversified  that  what  suited  one  distciot 
did  not  suit  another.  What  suited  allavial 
mining  did  not  suit  quartz -mining ;  and  what 
sufted  either  of  these  did  not  suit  dredging; 
and  what  suited  dredging  did  not  suit  sluioing. 
If  they  had  had  a  small  Committee,  the  Bm 
would  never  have  passed  the  House.  He 
warned  the  goldfields  members  not  to  acce|»t  a 
small  number  on  this  Goldfields  Committee. 

Mr.  MILLS  (Wairau)  did  not  intend  to  enter 
on  the  merits  or  demerits  of  Committesa,  either 
large  or  small ;  but  he  understood  at  his  iater- 
view  with  the  Opposition  Whip,  when  they  had  a 
little  adjustment  of  names  and  the  inclosion  ol 
one  or  two  others,  that  this  Committee  ooold 
be  set  up  without  much  discussion.  He  went 
through  the  names  with  the  Oppoeition  Wlup* 
and  made  certain  alterations  whioh  he  sug- 
gested. They  were  referred  to  the  Premier^ 
who  agreed  to  them,  and  he  (Mr.  Mills)  was 
under  the  impression  there  would  be  no  dis- 
cussion or  waste  of  time. 

Mr.  B.  McKENZIE  (Motueka)  coold  not 
agree  to  the  view  put  forward  by  ihe  lionoar- 
able  member  for  Oamaru.  Last  session  the 
Committee  was  sitting  piactioally  every  day* 
and  what  was  the  result?  Whenever  a  few 
members  attended  and  decided  on  anything 
then  members,  who  were  never  there  and  did 
not  know  the  merits  of  the  oase,  oame  in  and 
opposed  all  the  Committee  had  done,  and  to 
they  had  to  go  over  the  work  again.  He  was 
not  very  long  on  that  Committee,  or  in  the 
House,  when  he  oame  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  Committee  was  too  large  and  ought  to  be 
reduced.  They  had  no  less  than  two  MinisMca 
and  two  Government  Whips  on  that  Oommittee. 
Now,  one  M mister  and  one  Government  Wliip, 
he  thought,  would  be  enough.  He  failed  to  see 
why  two  members  for  Dunedin  should  be  qb 
that  Committee. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— WeU.  sferik* 
me  off ;  I  do  not  object. 

Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE  said  he  bad,  personally, 
no  objection  to  either  of  the  honourable 
hers,  but  there  were  other  Committeea 
which  those  members  would  be  better 
ployed.  Members  went  from  other  Commit- 
tees to  this  Committee  to  attend  divisions,  aod 
gave  decisions  upon  matters  they  knew  nothings 
about.  He  had  no  intention  of  aupportisg  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  lor 
Riccarton ;  but  be  hoped  whoever  might  be  m 
the  House  next  session  would  decide  that  fchia 
was  one  of  the  Committees  whioh  should  be 
reduced.  Then  the  work  of  the  Commitiae 
would  be  better  and  more  expeditiously  per- 
formed. Some  time  ago  he  suggested  that  any 
member  absent  for  three  sittings  of  this  Cona- 
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mikfcee,  wiihoat  leave  of  the  Oommittoe,  shoald 
haTe  his  name  straek  ofE.  He  thought,  if  this 
rale  was  adopted,  they  wonld  find  tibe  attend- 
ance of  members  much  better.  He  was  satis- 
fied that  ten  was  a  sufficient  number  to  be  on 
this  Committee. 

Mr.  MASSBY  (Franklin)  did  not  think  the 
Premier  and  his  followers  had  very  much 
reason  to  complain  about  the  discussion  which 
kad  taken  place  that  afternoon,  because,  when 
the  Government  Whip  and  himself  arrived  at  an 
a^ement — he  would  like  to  do  justice^  to  Mr. 
Mills,  they  had  no  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a 
oonolusion ;  that  gentleman  was  most  reason- 
able, and  accepted  the  suggesfcion  which  he 
(Mr.  Massey)  made— he  told  Mr.  MUls  that 
probably  something  would  be  said  about  the 
Committee  of  Selection.  When  the  honourable 
member  for  Riocarton  (Mr.  Bolleston)  moved 
the  amendment,  he  plainly  told  the  House  that 
he  did  so  not  with  the  object  of  raising  discus- 
■ion,  but  of  placing  it  on  record,  so  that  it 
ooQld  be  made  use  of  next  session  when  the  new 
Parliament  met.  The  honourable  member  told 
the  House  he  did  not  intend  to  press  it  to 
a  division,  but  would  be  satisfied  to  take  it  on 
ihMt  voices.  Surely  that  should  be  sufficient. 
The  Premier  could  not  expect  that  all  these 
Gonmiittees  would  be  set  up  without  some 
words  from  Opposition  members,  or  even  his 
own  followers.  As  to  the  proposition  to  strike 
out  his  (Mr.  Massey's)  name,  and  to  substitute 
that  of  Mr.  Sligo,  that  suggestion  came  from 
himself.  He  was  on  five  Oonunittees,  and  it 
waa  quite  impossible  for  a  member  ti  do  justice 
Id  five  Committees  and  to  attend  to  his  other 
parliamentary  duties  as  well.  As  he  had  very 
little  knowledge  of  mining  matters,  he  bad 
■oggested  that  his  own  name  should  be  struck 
oat  and  Mr.  Sligo's  substituted. 

Mr.  MoNAB  (Mataura)  thought  one  of  the 
chief  mistakes  was  setting  up  too  many  Com- 
mittees altogether.  He  thought  that  was  the 
seal  mistake,  rather  than  the  supposed  mistake 
of  the  Committees  being  too  large.  There 
were  advantages  through  having  large  Com- 
mittees. The  more  members  they  had  on  a 
Committee  the  greater  the  amount  of  discus- 
•ion  that  took  place,  and  there  were  fewer 
amendments  put  forward  when  a  Bill  was  going 
through  the  House.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
they  were  rapidly  rushing  in  the  direction  of 
"  one  subject  one  Committee."  A  subject  was 
raised  and  referred  to  a  speciid  Committee. 
That  Committee  took  away  a  great  many  of 
the  working  members  of  other  Committees,  and 
dislocated  the  work  of  the  House  for  very  many 
weeks.  That  was  the  effect  last  session,  and 
nearly  all  the  sessions  during  which  he  had  the 
lumour  of  a  seat  in  Parliament,  and  he  ex- 
pected it  would  be  the  case  in  the  future. 
That  difficulty  was  to  be  got  over  rather  by 
grouping  the  subjects  and  having  a  large  Com- 
mittee to  deal  with  each  group  of  subjects : 
better  consideration  would  be  given  to  ques- 
tions, and  they  would  get  over  that  difficulty 
which  now  resulted  from  a  lot  of  claims  to 
attend  on  o'ther  Committees  which  were  sitting 
at  the  same  time. 


Mr.  CBOWTHEB  (Auckland  City)  disagreed 
with  the  last  speaker.  He  thought  there  was 
something  very  seriously  wrong  If  representa- 
tive gentlemen  in  that  House  when  congre- 
gated, ten  in  number,  could  not  deal  with  a 
petition  placed  before  them,  or  a  matter  con- 
tained in  an  agreement,  whatever  nature  it 
might  be.  He  knew  from  past  experience  that 
in  some  situations  Committeemen  had  quite 
enough  to  do  if  they  did  their  work,  even  if 
they  were  only  on  one  Committee.  Ue  would 
instance  the  case  of  the  member  for  Lyttelton 
(Mr.  Joyce),  who  had  been,  ever  since  he  had 
been  in  the  House,  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  for  the  first  half  of  the 
alphabet.  If  that  gentleman  did  his  work  oa 
that  Committee  it  was  quite  enough,  and  more 
than  a  proportionate  share  of  the  work  done  OD 
Committees  by  other  members  of  the  House* 
He  supposed  the  same  circumstance  would  pre- 
vail witn  regard  to  the  other  Committees.  He 
also  had  occasion  to  know  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  Chairmen  of  some  of  these  Committees 
being  also  members  of  other  Committees,  fre- 
quently the  work  that  should  be  done  by  the 
Chairmen  in  the  preparation  of  the  business 
was  not  done,  and  sometimes,  when  the  Com- 
mittees met,  the  work  was  not  prepared  for 
them,  and  it  simply  meant  that  they  could  not 
do  anything.  If  the  Chairmen  of  these  Com- 
mittees were  nominated,  and  they  attended  to 
their  work,  it  afforded  an  opportunity  to  the 
Committees  when  they  met  to  get  through 
their  work,  and  there  were  less  adjournments, 
less  delays,  and  less  deferring  of  business.  He- 
knew  himself,  as  a  member  of  the  Publio  Peti- 
tions Committee,  that  if  he  did  his  duty  on 
that  Committee  it  was  nearly  enough  for 
him  to  do.  Generally  they  had  some  three 
or  four  meetings  a  week  of  the  Public  Peti- 
tions Committee,  and  he  presumed  that  it- 
would  be  the  same  with  the  Qoldfields  Com- 
mittee. Still,  he  could  not  possibly  see  what 
necessity  there  could  be  for  seventeen  mem- 
bers on  that  Committee.  Surely,  if  ten  mem- 
bers were  upon  it,  and  their  combined  wisdom 
would  not  enable  them  to  get  through  the 
work  that  was  sent  to  them  by  the  House,, 
there  must  be  something  wrong  that  it  was. 
very  hard  for  those  of  them  who  were  not 
on  that  Committee  to  understand.  He  found, 
generally,  that  the  attendance  on  any  Com- 
mittees of  which  he  had  been  a  member  did 
not  average  more  than  half  the  number  of  the 
Committee  as  a  whole.  Consequently,  if  some 
system  were  followed  such  as  that  suggested  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Motueka — if  mem- 
bers were  made  to  feel  their  responsibility  for 
non-attendance— they  would  know  beforehand 
whether  a  member  was  going  to  attend  the 
meeting  or  not.  It  was  a  constantly  occurring, 
incident  of  these  Committee  meetings  for  the 
Chairman  to  have  to  run  from  one  room  to  an- 
other in  search  of  members  to  form  a  quorum. 
For  instance,  they  might  start  with  a  bare 
quorum,  and  a  member  wanted  to  get  away  to- 
attend  another  Committee.  As  a  consequence, 
they  had  to  hunt  round  to  get  some  one  to  come 
and  take  his  seat,  or  else  the  business  waa. 
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Uoeked.  That  being  the  CMa,  he  thooght  thie 
•fteraoon  woold  not  be  waited  in  diBeaasicg 
the  Mtting-Qp  of  theM  Gommitteee,  and  in 
pointing  out  that  the  members  of  these  azeea- 
tive  Committees  shoold  not  ansnme  they  were 
competent  to  do  woric  on  three,  foor,  five,  or 
six  Committees.  Of  ooorse,  he  knew  there 
were  some  Committees  that  liad  not  very  moeih 
to  do ;  bat,  on  the  other  hand,  in  the  case  of 
the  main  Committees,  if  a  member  attended 
two  of  them  he  thought  he  had  as  mnch  on 
hand  as  he  might  undertake.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  they  knew  that  some  members  were  on 
ilve  or  six  of  these  Committees,  and,  as  a  oon- 
-neqnence,  they  were  sent  for  from  one  Com- 
mittee to  another  in  order  to  vote.  Whai  did 
that  mean?  It  meant  that  they  bad  to  msh 
from  the  Committee  they  were  attending  and 
vote  at  another  Committee,  when  they  had  not 
heard  the  matter  in  band  diseossed  and  had 
not  heard  the  details.  Consequently,  their  vote 
was  to  some  extent  recorded  as  against  those 
who  had  taken  the  trouble  to  investigate  and 
had  been  working  it  up  and  knew  all  about  it. 
Their  work  was,  therefore,  in  many  cases  nulli- 
fied by  the  vote  of  those  who  were  imperfectly 
aeqiiatnted  with  the  subject-matter. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  (Wallace)  concurred  with 
the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Matanra  in  so  far  as  the  principal  Committees 
were  eonoemed.  The  more  members  they  had 
•on  Committees  dealing  with  special  subjects, 
sDch  as  mining,  for  example,  or  waste  lands, 
the  less  discassion  would  tiiey  have  in  the 
Houae  and  the  less  moving  of  vexations  amend- 
ments. The  honourable  member  for  Motueka 
gave  as  an  illustration  the  case  of  the  Mines 
Bill  when  before  the  Mines  Committee  last 
session,  and  pointed  to  the  fact  that,  although 
there  were  a  large  number  of  members  upon 
that  Committee,  still  the  attendance  was  very 
meagre,  and  when  an  important  resolution  was 
carried  by  that  Committee  the  members  who 
did  not  make  a  point  of  attending  regularly 
came  to  the  subsequent  meeting  and  upset  all 
that  had  been  done.  He  wished  to  say,  in 
respect  to  that  matter,  that  these  members 
expedite  business  a  good  deal  better  by  thresh- 
ing the  matter  out  in  Committee  than  by  dis- 
cussing amendments  in  the  House.  Honour- 
able members  who  took  exception  to  what  was 
done  by  the  Goldfields  Committee  would  be 
inclined  to  debate  and  obstruct  the  passage  of 
the  measure  till  the  end  of  the  session,  and,  as 
a  consequence,  the  Bill  could  not  become  law. 
In  regard  to  the  amendment  moved  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Riccartoo,  he  did  not 
see  what  advantage  this  Selection  Committee 
would  be.  What  he  would  suggest  would  be 
this:  On  a  few  Committees  that  required  mem- 
bers with  a  special  knowledge  of  the  matters 
and  subjects  that  were  likely  to  come  before 
them  they  should  have  a  large  number — say, 
on  the  Mines  Committee,  for  example,  tbev 
should  have  all  the  members  who  represented 
mining  districts,  the  seventeen  memMrs ;  and 
the  leader  of  the  House  should  nominate  his 
nine  members  for  that  Committee,  and  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  should  be  at  liberty  to 
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his  eight  memben.  II  that  wcm 
done  they  ^loold  not  require  a  Seiectiop  Caa- 
mitteeatall.  ThePreDiier  saidsoehaeeheois 
might  be  impractioaUa,  seeing  they  had  msn 
than  two  parties  in  the  House.  Bnt,  after  sQ, 
they  had  not  more  than  two  main  parties,  aod 
the  number  being  fixed  that  they  sboold  pnt  on 
each  Committee^  then  the  leader  of  the  Hoois 
(the  Premier)  might  select  his  quota,  and  ths 
leader  of  the  Opposition  might  select  hia,aD- 
oording  to  the  lelative  strength  of  parties  id  ths 
House.  That  woold  answer  exactly  the  ssnis 
purpose  as  that  for  which  the  Selection  Cofli- 
mittee  was  proposed  by  the  honourable  membsr 
for  Ricearton. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Kaiapoi)  said  it  af^eaied  to 
him  that  some  peculiar  views  were  held  with 
reference  to  the  setting-up  of  theee  Gommittess. 
He  oould  hardly  understand  the  logic  of  ths 
honourable  member  who  had  just  sat  down. 
He  said  he  did  not  want  the  ptopoeed  Seleeden 
Committee,  and  yet  immediately  afterwards 
he  said,  in  connection  with  the  Mines  Oon- 
mittee,  it  should  comprise  seventeen  ntemben, 
of  whom  the  Premier  was  to  select  nine  and 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  eight.  Well,  he 
(Mr.  Moore)  was  under  the  impression  that 
that  came  very  near  to  a  Selection  Gommittes. 
But  he  (Mr.  Moore)  entirely  dissented  fnm 
the  view  taken  by  the  Premier  th&t  the  dis- 
cnssion  this  afternoon  on  the  suggeetioo  mads 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Ricearton  vss 
altogether  a  waste  of  time.  The  questioB 
of  the  setting-up  of  Committees  was  one  that 
had  exerdised  the  minds  of  memhea  evsr 
since  he  had  had  the  honour  of  holding  a 
seat  in  the  House,  and  it  appeared  they  were 
no  nearer  arriving  at  a  proper  solution  of  tibs 
matter.  His  own  opinion  was  they  shooU 
have  a  Selection  Committee  set  up,  and  that 
their  Committees  were  a  deal  too  large.  The 
very  fact  that  it  was  found  neceesary  in  some 
instances  that  three  should  form  a  quoniia 
showed  on  the  face  of  it  that  they  knew  veiy 
well  that  the  number  of  Committeemen  whom 
they  appointed  was  a  deal  too  large.  The  Idea 
of  having  ten  members  on  a  Coomiittee,  sod 
three  forming  a  quorum,  was  sufficiently  signi- 
ficant. On  the  local  bodies,  as  a  rule  at  any 
rate,  the  quorum  was  made  up  of  the  majority 
of  those  who  might  be  appointed  or  elected, 
showing  at  once  that  the  quorum  ^onld  be 
somewhat  in  proportion  to  the  siae  of  the  com- 
mittee or  body.  The  fact  of  the  matter  was 
that  the  Committee  work  of  the  House  was 
indifferently  done,  simply  beoauae  the  Com- 
mittees were  a  deal  too  large.  Half  the  Com- 
mittee work  was  done  with  just  a  quorum,  and 
in  all  probability  they  might  have  three  or 
four  members  attending  the  Committee  mset- 
ings  to  consider  a  matter  and  take  evidenos 
upon  it ;  and  then,  when  it  came  to  voting  on 
the  report  to  be  presented  to  the  House,  other 
members  were  induced  to  come  in  and  give  tfasir 
votes  without  any  knowledge  of  that  particular 
business  at  all,  and  by  that  means  they  oHeB 
had  reports  brought  before  the  House  that  were 
altogether  in  opposition  to  the  evidence  whioh 
had  been  taken  by  the  Committee     He  knew 
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ih«re  was  no  use  afcfcempking  to  bare  an  atiera- 
tion  made  this  seMioii,  bat  be  hoped  that  next 
session,  whoever  happened  to  be  on  the  Govern- 
ment benches  woald  see  that  lome  alteration 
was  made  in  the  aetting-up  of  these  Committees. 
They  should  have  a  responsible  Selection  Com- 
mittee in  the  first  place,  and  that  Committee 
•hoold  have  the  arranging  of  the  members 
from  both  sides  of  the  House  who  should  be 
aippointed  to  these  Committees.  He  did  not  by 
mny  means  agree  with  the  Premier  that  it  was 
a  waste  of  time  disou-wing  an  important  matter 
BQoh  as  this. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington  City)  regretted 
that  this  question  was  to  be  postponed  for 
another  session.  The  present  members  of  the 
HoQse  had  now  three  years'  experienoo  of  the 
working  of  Committees,  and  the  matter  ought 
lo  be  dealt  with  by  them,  and  before  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  Parliament.  How  could 
they  expect  new  members  to  take  up  such 
a  question  and  deal  with  it  satii^faotorily  ? 
He  was  sorry  there  appeared  to  have  been 
an  agreement  come  to  which  prevented  their 
the  matter  up  and  settling  it.  There 
very  little  business  on  the  Order  Paper, 
they  could  not  more  profitably  employ 
their  time  than  in  devising  some  means  of 
putting  these  matters  in  proper  shape.  It 
really  meant  that  it  would  be  some  years 
before  (here  would  again  be  an  opportunity 
for  Parliament  to  remedy  the  state  of  things 
ihey  had  drifted  into. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  of  Mines)  said  he 
had  been  sitting  m  this  House  continuously 
lor  from  eighteen  to  twenty  sessions,  both  as 
a  member  of  the  Opposition  and  a  supporter  of 
the  Government,  and  also  as  a  Minister,  and 
his  experience  was  that  this  was  almost  a  con- 
tinusttion  of  the  annual  wrangling  that  had  been 
going  on  in  regard  to  Committees  ever  since  he 
had  been  in  Parliament.  This  debate,  in  itself, 
showed  how  impossible  it  was  for  members 
to  agree  on  this  question.  He  could  see  no 
object  in  wasting  the  time  of  the  House  over 
each  a  discussion.  He  admitted  they  all  agreed 
in  the  abstract  with  what  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  had  said,  and  what  members  of  the 
Opposition  had  repeated,  that  they  should 
have  smaller  Committees.  But,  at  the  same 
time,  while  the  Opposition  were  preaching 
morality  in  this  respect  they  were  urging  the 
Government  to  increase  the  number  of  mem- 
bers on  Committees,  and  complaining  if  the 
Government  resisted  that.  On  a  Committee 
oonsisting  of  seventeen  members,  to  be  set  up 
later  on,  he  had  a  motion  to  move,  at  the 
xe^uest  of  the  Opposition,  asking  the  House 
to  increase  the  number  of  that  Committee  in 
order  to  allow  one  of  their  members  to  go 
on ;  and  yet  their  leader  and  other  prominent 
members  came  here  complaining  of  the  size 
of  these  Committees.  With  respect  to  the 
Goldfields  Committee,  he  had  added  the 
name  of  the  honourable  member  for  Tua- 
peka,  who  had  been  recently  elected,  in  the 
place  of  the  one  who  had  re'oently  gone,  and 
had  he  not  done  so  there  would  have  at 
onoe  been  a  strong  protest  from  the  Opposi- 


tion benches.  For  his  own  part,  he  thought 
that  every  member  representing  a  goldfields 
district  should  be  on  that  Committee,  and 
if  they  commenced  to  reduce  the  number,, 
who  would  they  strike  off?  If  it  was  to  be 
those  members  representing  minor  goldfields, 
the  member  for  Bruce  would  probably  be  one 
of  the  first  to  go,  and  then,  of  course,  they 
would  have  more  complaints  from  the  Oppo- 
sition. Last  session  the  Government  had 
added  more  names  to  Committees  at  the 
request  of  the  Opposition,  in  order  to  equsliso 
what  they  termed  the  balance  of  power,  and 
had  they  not  agreed  so  to  do  there  would  have 
been  more  complaints  of  injustioe.  The  great 
trouble  Ministers  experienced  in  oonnecdon 
with  these  Committees  was  to  keep  them  small. 
Members  came  along  and  said  they  would  like 
to  be  on  suohand-suoh  a  Committee,  as  they 
took  an  interest  in  the  work  of  that  Committee, 
and  the  Gk>vernment  tried  to  give  effect  to  the 
wiHhes  of  members  as  much  as  possible.  He 
hoped  the  bickering  would  now  cease,  and  the 
Committee  be  set  up. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  (Buller)  pointed  out  that,, 
amongst  the  seventeen  members  on  the  Gold- 
fields  Committee,  there  were  several  members 
who  did  not  represent  goldfields  districts.  He 
(bought  there  were  at  least  three  names  that 
could  be  taken  off,  if  it  was  thought  desirable 
to  reduce  the  number  of  members  of  that  Com- 
mittee. He  quite  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  ta 
have  the  Committee  as  small  as  possible,  and 
he  fully  indorsed  the  remarks  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Motueka  that  last  session,, 
notwithstanding  the  very  important  business- 
before  the  Goldfields  Committee,  there  were 
several  members  who  almost  entirely  absented 
themselves  from  meetings  of  the  Committee. 
He  supp3sed  they  were  engaged  on  other  Com- 
mittees, and  it  was  a  physical  impossibility  foe 
members  to  attend  to  all  the  duties  placed 
upon  them  during  the  session.  He  saw  no 
reason  why  the  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Sligo)  should  be  on  the  Goldfields 
Committee.  No  doubt  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  as  capable  a  man  as  there  was 
in  the  House,  but  he  did  not  represent 
a  goldfields  district.  Nor  did  he  think  the 
member  for  Waipa  (Mr.  Lang)  represented 
a  goldfields  district,  and  be  did  not  remember 
that  that  honourable  member  had  attended 
the  Committee  more  than  about  half  a  doaen. 
times  during  the  whole  of  last  session.  The 
Premier  was  also  a  member  of  that  Com- 
mittee, but  the  oocaeions  on  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  attended  the  meet- 
ings were  very  few  indeed,  and  be  failed  to 
see  why  he  should  be  on  the  Committee. 
Although  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin City  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Maokensie)  at  one 
time  represented  a  goldfields  district,  he  did 
not  do  so  now,  and,  as  there  was  already 
ample  talent  from  the  goldfields  to  make  up 
the  Committee,  he  did  not  see  why  that 
honourable  member  should  be  included.  He 
also  was  conspicuous  chiefly  by  his  absenco 
from  that  Committee.  In  faot,  out  of  the  forty- 
two  meetings  of  that  Conunittee  he  did  not 
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remember  more  than  about  hall  a  dosen  oo- 
^oaeions  on  whioh  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  present.  There  was  also  aome  force  in 
'What  i^e  honourable  member  for  Motueka 
«aicl,  that  one  Qoyemment  Whip  and  one 
HiDieter  should  be  on  the  Committee.  He 
thought  the  same  remark  might  apply  with 
equal  force  to  other  Committees.  He  was 
stcongly  in  sympathy  with  the  idea  that  the 
•Committees  ought  to  be  made  considerably 
smaller  than  they  were. 

Mr.  CAKNCBOSS  (Taieri)  said  a  point 
had  been  made  during  the  debate  by  some 
honourskble  members  who  bad  complained 
that  the  Premier  and  both  the  Government 
Whips  should  be  placed  on  this  Committee. 
He  wished  to  point  out  that  the  Whips 
were  not  placed  on  the  Gbldfields  Commit- 
tee merely  because  they  were  Whips,  but 
simply  because  they  represented  mining  dis- 
tricts. He  thought  those  two  honourable  mem- 
bras — the  member  for  the  Thames  and  the 
member  for  Wairau — were  most  suitable  men 
for  the  Qoldflelds  Committee,  and  they  oer- 
<tainly  shonld  be  there.  Therefore  the  com- 
plaint about  the  Whips  being  on  the  Com- 
mittee had  no  force. 

Mr.  LANG  (Waikato)  said  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Buller  had  mentioned  his 
name  in  connection  with  non-attendance  on 
this  Committee.  In  the  first  place,  he  might 
say  that  since  he  had  been  a  member  of  the 
House  he  had  never  been  on  less  than  five  Com- 
mittees, and  sometimes  on  as  many  as  seven  ; 
«nd  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  members  to 
attend  all  the  Committees.  It  might  appear, 
from  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Buller,  that  if  a  member  did  not  attend 
regularly  on  the  Qoldflelds  Committee  he  was 
neglecting  his  duties.  He  had  attended  a 
great  many  Committees  last  session,  more  even, 
£e  believed,  than  the  member  for  the  Buller. 

.  QQ  Then,  so  far  as  his  name  on  this  Com- 
'  mittee  was  concerned,  he  thought  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  who  set  it  up  would  bear 
him  out  when  he  said  he  never  in  any  way  ex- 
pressed a  wish  to  be  on  the  Committee.  He 
knew  nothing  about  it  until  his  name  was  men- 
tioned ;  and,  so  far  as  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Buller's  statement  that  he  did  not  repre- 
sent a  goldfield  was  concerned,  it  was  perfectly 
correct.  But  there  were  large  and  important 
-coalfields  in  his  district,  and  this  Comn&ittee 
had  to  deal  with  matters  affecting  coal  as  well 
as  gold.  He  would  also  like  to  point  out 
this  fact,  which  had  been  lost  sight  of:  that 
he  thought  all  parts  of  the  colony  should 
be  represented  on  Committees  such  as  this, 
and  if  honourable  members  looked  at  this 
Oommittee  they  would  find  there  were  only 
four  members  representing  North  Island  con- 
stituencies out  of  the  seventeen  members  ap 
pointed — that  was  to  pay,  there  were  four  North 
Island  members  and  thirteen  South  Island 
members.  Well,  if  the  House  struck  off  the 
members  suggested  by  the  honourable  member 
-for  the  Buller,  the  North  Island  would  not  be 
represented  in  the  manner  it  should  be,  and  he 
<dia  not  think  that  was  fair  in  any  sense  of  the 
Mr.  O'Began 


word.  Then,  he  might  say,  in  referonee  lo 
having  so  many  Committees  dftting  at  Ae 
same  time,  that  it  was  a  great  inoonvenioaea 
in  many  oases.  It  was  utterly  impoanble  to 
attend  to  all  the  Committees  members  wen 
placed  u]K>n.  At  the  end  of  last  setsioai  llie 
Public  Petitions  Committee  had  to  sit  duimg 
the  sitting  of  the  House,  whioh  meant  tkflk 
members  could  only  come  to  the  Home  when 
the  dividon-bell  rang,  and  consequently  had  to 
vote  without  understanding  the  qneetjon  at 
issue,  and  without  taking  part  in  the  diacawkw 
going  on. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wellington  City)  said  they 
had  a  goldfield  contiguous  to  the  City  ol  Wei* 
lington— the  Terawhiti  Goldfield — and  he  then- 
fore  claimed  to  be,  to  some  extent^  a  goldikidi 
member.  But,  after  all,  he  did  not  think  that 
special  fitness  as  a  goldfields  member  shoald  be 
the  sole  qualification  for  appointment  to  Ifae 
Goldfields  Committee.  He  thought  it  should 
be  half  composed  of  lay  membeza  who  did  not 
undentand  goldfields  questions,  hat  who  woald 
prevent  the  goldfields  members  from  too  fni- 
ously  plundering  the  funds  of  the  colony.  Now, 
he  agned  with  what  had  been  said  hy  the  Hoe. 
the  Minister  of  Mines.  He  had  been  in  this 
House  for  a  period  extending  over  fifteen  yean, 
and  he  had  seen  exactly  the  same  oontentiooa— 
the  same  process  go  on  year  after  year.  It  did 
not  follow  in  the  least  that  the  diaoasaioo  they 
had  been  listening  to  to-day,  and  had  listened 
to  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  and  would  liataB 
to  for  the  next  fifteen  yean,  was  going  to  ohaqge 
the  position  whatever.  However,  it  was  not  a 
disagreeable  discussion ;  they  had  spent  a  vvy 
pleasant  afternoon,  but  he  did  not  think  the  dis- 
cussion was  likely  to  alter  the  form  of  proeedan 
in  the  least. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Motion  to  substitute  the  name  of  Mr.  Sligo 
for  the  name  of  Mr.  Massey  agreed  to,  and  mo- 
tion as  amended  agreed  to. 

LIBRABY  OOMMITTBB. 

Mr.  CARROLL  (Colonial  Seoretaiy)  moved. 
That  Standing  Order  No.  211  be  suspended,  and 
that  a  Library  Committee,  consisting  of  thirlean 
members,  be  appointed ;  with  power  to  eonfer 
with  any  similar  Committee  appointed  hy  the 
Legislative  Council ;  three  to  be  a  qoorum : 
the  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  Speaker,  Ifir. 
Gilfedder,  Mr.  Guinness,  Mr.  Herriee,  Mr. 
Letbbridge,  Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Maokensie,  Me. 
McLean,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Rolleston, 
Major  Steward,  Mr.  Tanner,  Mr.  Wilson,  and 
the  mover. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea)  hoped  the 
Library  Committee  would  devise  some  meam 
whereby  there  might  be  better  arrangementi 
for  the  supply  of  contemporary  literature  on  tin 
table  of  the  Library  than  had  been  in  tin 
past.  He  hoped  the  Hon.  the  Miniater  waolA 
bring  that  matter  up  before  the  Committee. 
The  Recess  Committee  did  not,  he  thought,  Csai 
that  it  was  within  their  province  to  take  ai^ 
stringent  action  in  the  matter.  At  any  lafta^ 
they  had  not  succeeded  in  keeping  the  Libiai^ 
up   to  date.    The  supply  waa  generally  n 
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iiMmtbB  behind  the  time.  He  would  also  like 
<lie  Hon.  the  Minister  to  take  cognisance  of  the 
ttppearanoe  in  the  Library  quite  recently  of 
Sheenoh  and  G^erman  newspapers.  He  took  it 
tiiere  were  not  more  than  two  or  three  mem- 
"iMra  in  both  Hooses  of  the  Legislature  who 
ooald  read  these  newspapers,  and  he  thought  it 
was  »  waste  of  public  money  to  provide  them. 
The  grant  to  the  Library  was  mainly  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  literature  of  standard 
merit.  Newspapers  might  appropriately  be 
confined  to  those  in  the  Englisn  language. 

Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE  (Motueka)  wonld  Uke  to 
aak  the  mover  of  Ihe  motion  it  it  was  a  fact 
that  the  Library  Committee  had  stopped  the 
Sydney  Bulletin  coming  to  the  Parliamentary 
Idbrary?  If  they  had,  he  would  like  the 
hanoarable  member  to  give  an  explanation, 
-beoauae,  if  these  gentlemen  had  taken  the 
liberty  of  interfering  with  the  privileges  of 
members  of  this  House,  he  took  it  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  House  to  make  some  alteration  in 
-the  MTSOftneZ  of  the  Oommittee. 

Mr.  OABBOLL  said  he  regretted  very  much, 
bat  he  had  reasons  to  know  that  such  was  the 
^eaee,  and  the  question  was  a  proper  one  to 
bring  before  the  new  Oommittee  to  be  dealt 
with. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  might  say,  as  one 
of  the  Beoess  Committee,  that  the  matter  had 
never  come  under  his  notice,  and  hA  certainly 
'■aw  no  reason  why  it  should  have  been 
■topped. 

Mr.  B.  McRENZIE  said,  in  the  face  of  that 
explanation,  he  wished  to  move  an  amend- 
ment in  the  personnel  of  the  Committee,  but 
would  refrain  from  doing  so  pending  farther 
information. 

Mr.  OABBOLL  said  it  would  be  better  to 
let  the  new  Oommittee  take  the  whole  matter 
in  hand* 

Mr.  FISHEB  (WelUngton  City)  wished  to 
aek  the  Premier  whether  that  resolution  was 
arrived  at  by  the  Becess  Committee  or  by  the 
Joint  Library  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  oonld  only  be  done  by 
direction  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Oommittee,  or 
by  the  Committee.  He  had  received  no  notice 
of  the  intention,  but  would  make  inquiries. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea)  said  that,  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee,  he  might  be  allowed 
to  say  he  knew  nothing  of  such  an  order. 

Mr.  FISHEB  wished  to  say,  as  a  member  of 
ihe  Beoess  Committee,  that  be  also  knew  no- 
thing of  such  an  order  having  been  given  by 
the  Committee.  Might  he  ask  if  the  Prohi- 
Mtionut  was  taken  in  the  Library  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa)  thought  this 
an  opportune  time  to  mention  that  several 
years  ago  the  Becess  Committee,  without  any 
eoosalfeation  with  the  sessional  Committee, 
aotually  destroyed  the  whole  back  numbers  of 
eountry  newspa^rs  filed  in  the  House.  He 
believed  this  decision  was  arrived  at  at  a  meet- 
ing when  there  were  only  one  or  two  members 
meaent.  He  would  therefore  suggest  to  the 
Oommittee  about  to  be  set  up  now,  that  before 
the  end  of  the  session  they  should  lay  down  the 
powers  to  be  ezetoiaed  by  the  Beoess  Oom- 


mittee, or  thev  might,  perhaps,  have  other  por- 
tions of  the  library  committed  to  the  flames. 

Mr.  MONK  (Waitemata)  would  like,  in  oon- 
neotion  with  papers  of  the  Bulletin  stamp->if 
they  were  to  be  deemed  requisites  for  our 
Parliament  literature  —  to  suggest  that  the 
Auckland  Obserrer  and  the  Critic  should  be 
included  in  the  list.  Speaking  seriously,  there 
were  some  financial  papers  circulating  in  the 
Old  Country,  and  affording  very  valuable  in- 
formation, which  were  not  found  in  the  Library, 
and  for  statistical  purposes  they  were  necessary. 

Mr.  TANNEB  (Avon)  said,  as  eome  members 
of  the  House  who  were  members  of  the  Library 
Becess  Committee  had  disclaimed  all  know- 
ledge of  the  circumstances  attending  the  stop- 
page of  certain  papers,  he,  as  a  member  of  the 
Eossional  Joint  Library  Committee,  must  iJso 
say  he  had  absolutely  no  knowledge  of  any 
resolution  being  passed  by  the  Joint  Library 
Committee  to  that  effect.  It  seemed  to  him  to 
be  likely  that  the  Becess  Committee,  in  the 
exercise  of  its  functions  when  Parliament  waa 
not  sitting,  possibly  overlapped  the  work  of  the 
general  Library  Committee  of  the  session, 
which,  he  thought,  did  not  meet  sufficiently 
frequently.  Two  or  three  meetings  towards  tiie 
close  of  the  session  often  comprised  all  the 
work  of  the  general  Library  Committee,  and  it 
might  be  that  work  was  left  undone  when  the 
House  adjourned.  It  was  certain,  at  any  rate, 
that  arrangements  were  entered  into  by  the 
Becess  Committee  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  general  Library  Committee,  the  members 
of  which  were  often  as  much  surprised  at  the 
novelty  of  innovations  as  other  members  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  HOQG  (Masterton)  was  somewhat  as- 
tonished that  the  Sydney  Bulletin— tk  paper 
that  wasfalmost  without  a  rival  In  the  oircula- 
tion  it  enjoyed  in  the  Australasian  Colonies, 
appreciated  widely  and  keenly  on  account  of 
its  fearless  style  of  writing,  its  comments  on 
public  questions,  and  its  vast  amount  of  general 
information — should  have  been  excluded  from 
the  Library.  It  almost  seemed  to  savour  of 
Press  persecution.  He  considered  that  a  wanton 
affront  was  offered  to  the  current  literature  of 
the  colonies.  No  Chairman  and  no  Committee 
should  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  stopping 
such  a  paper.  Had  Parliament  been  con- 
sulted, or  had  the  Beoess  Committee  itself 
been  consulted,  he  was  sure  this  piece  of 
childish  and  spiteful  persecution  would  not 
have  been  entertained  for  a  moment.  A  very 
important  question  had  been  rsised  in  the 
delMkte,  and  that  was  as  to  the  desirability 
of  retaining  our  journalistic  literature  in  a  way 
that  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  colony 
in  years  to  come.  He  exceedingly  regretted 
that  the  whole  of  the  newspaper  literature  of 
the  colony  was  not  preserved.  In  most  of  the 
Australian  Colonies,  he  believed,  the  news- 
papers were  preserved — even  the  smallest  coun- 
try newspapers.  Unfortunately,  it  sometimes 
occurred  that  even  the  proprietors  of  news- 
papers did  not  take  the  pains  to  bind  their 
copies  and  so  preserve  them.  Again,  news- 
paper-offices were  now  and  again  burnt  down, 
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and  papers  that  were  the  only  records  of  the 
lives  oC  communities  sometimes  disappeared. 
Now  that  there  was  a  good  library  building  at- 
tached to  the  HouBCt  he  thought  the  Library 
Committee  should  certainly  recognise  the  neces- 
sity of  preserving  permaneotiy  the  newspapers 
of  the  colony  that  from  time  to  time  came  into 
existence  and  not  infrequently  after  a  term  of 
years  again  disappeared. 

Mr.  DUI'HIE  (Wellington  City)  drew 
attention  to  a  matter  that  was  the  cause  of 
some  dissatisfaction  and  discouragement.  If 
members  would  look  at  the  names  of  the 
gentlemen  on  the  Committee  it  would  be  seen 
they  all  belonged  to  electorates  outside  the 
Wellington  District.  Not  one  of  the  members 
was  a  member  of  the  Recess  Committee,  and 
hence  it  was  certain  when  the  two  Committees 
were  not  in  touch  that  misunderstandings 
would  arise.  He  did  not  know  why  some 
members  of  the  Recess  Committee  should  not 
also  be  members  of  the  general  Committee 
during  the  session.  That  was  not  so  now,  and 
as  a  result,  when  the  liecess  Committee  met 
they  were  entiiely  stramge  to  the  business  that 
had  been  done,  and  they  knew  absolutely  no- 
thing of  what  was  proposed.  They  knew 
nothing  except  what  they  gathered  from  the 
minutes,  and  that  would  account  to  some  ex- 
tent for  the  fact  that  these  complaints  arose. 
It  would  be  a  pity  if  this  disjointed  state  of 
affairs  was  continued.  The  Recess  Committee 
had  certain  instructions  parsed  on  to  them,  as 
if  they  were  an  inferior  body.  Last  session  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  Recess  Committee  the 
whole  of  the  Library  would  have  been  injured 
or  destroyed.  The  Qovernment  were  pleased  to 
issue  instructions  to  have  shelves  erected  in 
the  new  building.  If  the  Government  had  had 
their  own  way  the  whole  of  the  books  wisuld  have 
been  transferred  to  the  new  Library,  but  the  Re- 
cess Committee  refused,  contending  that  the 
walls  were  too  damp,  and  would  utterly  destroy 
the  books.  By  that  action  the  Committee  saved 
the  books  of  the  Library  to  the  House.  He  men- 
tioned that  fact  to  show  the  occasional  respon- 
sibilities resting  on  the  Committee.  As  the 
Committee  exercised  control  for  two- thirds  of 
the  year,  it  was  a  pity  to  divorce  every  member 
from  fully  understanding  the  objects  of  the 
general  Library  Committee;  and  he  was  sure, 
if  the  objects  of  the  Library  Committee  could 
be  conveyed  to  the  Recess  Committee,  it  would 
lead  to  a  better  feeling  existing  between  the 
two  bodies.  Personally,  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  cancellation  of  the  order  for  the  Sydney 
Bulletin.  The  Committee  did  not  meet  very 
often.  It  seemed  to  be  thought  desirable  to 
limit  its  powers  and  slight  its  members  by  this 
exclusion  from  the  general  Committee,  which, 
perhaps,  was  doubtful  wisdom. 

Mr.  GILFEDDEK  (Wallace)  was  pleased  to 
bear  from  the  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Duthie)  that  by  the  timely  interference  of 
(he  Recess  Committee  they  had  saved  a  part 
of  the  Library.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  mem- 
ber for  Palmerston  that  some  effort  should  be 
made  by  the  Library  Committee  to  preserve 
the  old  files  of  newspapers  published  in  the 
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colony.  With  regard  to  the  Sydney  BidUtm 
he  was  surprised  to  hear  it  had  been  struck  off 
the  list,  if  honourable  members  would  only 
send  in  to  the  Library  Committee  a  list  of  the 
books  and  newspapers  that  they  thought  should 
be  procured,  he  had  no  doubt  the  Commitoe» 
would  favourably  consider  the  request,  and 
the  books,  magasines,  and  newspapers  recom- 
mended would  in  all  probability  be  obtamed. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  been  making 
inquiries  into  the  particular  periodical  which 
hM  been  referred  to,  and  he  found  at  the 
meeting  at  which  it  was  done  the  following 
papers  had  also  been  struck  off:  The  Sydney 
Telegraphy  Chambers's  Journal,  the  Eingmeeir^ 
the  English  Illustrated^  the  Literary  Newe^ 
the  Publishers'  Weekly,  the  Westminster  Bud- 
get, Vanity  Fair,  the  New  York  Herald,  the 
Journal  of  the  Society  for  Psychical  Be- 
search,  the  Coolgardie  Pioneer,  and  the  Sydney 
Bulletin;  and  the  gentlemen  who  took  tk» 
responsibility  are  Mr.  John  Hutcheson  (Late 
member  for  Wellington  City),  Dr.  Qraoe,  and 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Richardson  (members  of  the 
Recess  Committee).     Those    were    the    three 

Sentlemen  who  took  it  upon  themselves  to 
o  this.  He  might  say  members  had  every 
reason  to  complain  that  the  journals  refecred 
to  had  been  struck  off  at  a  Committee  meeting 
when  only  three  were  present.  That  was  in 
March. 

An    Hon.    Mbkbbb.  —  Do    three    form    a 
quorum  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes ;  three  formed  aqoorom. 
He  must  confess  he  thought  it  was  a  respon- 
sibility which  ought  not.  to  have  been  taken  at 
so  small  a  meeting,  and  that  they  had  struck 
off  journals  which  they  had  no  right  to  sinks 
off.  Some  six  papers  were  to  be  substituted  for 
those  papers,  and  really,  whilst  the  seleotaon 
was  of  a  high  order,  he  did  not  suppose  5  per 
cent,  of  the  members  would  ever  read  them. 
They  were  becoming  too  good  altogether.  When 
they  considered  the  fuss  that  had  been  made 
about  the  Bulletin,  and  about  advertisemeiilft 
that  appeared  in  that  paper,  to  his  mind 
they  were  going  lo  extremes,  and  he  did 
not  think  they  would  make  people  good  by 
the  Police  Offences  Act.  Whether  it  was  a 
straining  of  the  law  or  otherwise  he  could  not 
say ;  but  nowadays  —  and  he  had  wondered 
at  it — the  Press  of  the  colony,  before  they 
could  publish  certain  advertisements,  wonld 
have  to  submit  them  to  the  Inspector  of 
Police.  As  he  said,  they  were  becoming  too 
good ;  but  he  did  not  think  they  were  going  to 
do  any  good  by  it.  The  fault  lay  in  the  Police 
Offences  Act.  However,  the  Bulletin  came  to 
the  colony,  and  it  would  continue  to  come  to 
the  colony,  and  no  doubt  it  would  be  reinstated 
in  the  Library.  He  would  recommend  the  new 
Committee  to  go  through  the  papers  atniek 
off,  and  he  felt  satisfied  they  would  reinetale 
them.  Why,  for  instance,  should  the  Sydney 
Telegraph  be  struck  off —one  of  the  beat  papers 
in  the  Australian  Colonies  ? 
An  Hon.  Member. — Or  the  Engineers 
Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes ;  or  Chambers's  JomnmK 
which  was  a  work  eyery  one  should  read  ? 
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Mr.  TAYLOR.— Better  strike  off  the  New 
Zealand  Times. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  if  tbe  honoarable  mem- 
ber recommended  that  to  be  done,  they  might 
sabstitute  tbe  Prohihiiionist.  However,  be 
hoped  the  new  CommiUee  woald  revise  what 
had  been  done. 

Mr.  PI  RANI  (Palmerston)  said  it  seemed  to 
a  pity  that  they  had  the  same  awkward 
way  of  setting  up  Committees  as  of  old— dimply 
«t  the  dictation  of  the  Government. 

An  Hon.  Membbb.— We  have  had  that  this 
ftftemoon. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  he  was  going  to  give  them 
■ometbing  they  had  not  had  that  afternoon. 
The  Premier  had  spoken  to  him  the  other  day 
in  reference  to  the  composition  of  one  of  the 
Oommittees,  and  pointed  out  a  very  dangerous, 
as  he  thought,  matter  in  regard  to  its  com- 
position— namely,  that  there  were  three  mem- 
Ders  of  the  "  left  wing  "—the  most  dangerous 
party  in  the  House — on  the  Committee, 
and  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  the 
three  to  **  collogue  "  together,  as  he  elegantly 
pnt  it,  and  arrange  for  one  to  go  otl  the  Com- 
mittee. He  (Mr.  Pirani)  had  rather  smiled  at 
the  suggestion,  although  he  said  notbiog,  be- 
oaate,  as  it  happened,  he  had  a  very  good 
memozy,  and  be  remembered  that  a  short  time 
before  the  Premier  had  given  notice  of  that 
▼ery  Committee,  and  had  left  one  of  the  three 
off,  that  one  being  the  member  for  Palmers- 
ton.  So  that  it  was  hardly  likely — ^and  no 
one  knew  it  better  than  the  Premier — that 
be  (Mr.  Pirani)  would  go  and  suggest  that  one 
of  the  other  members  should  go  of!  and  allow 
taim  to  be  put  on.  Why  he  wished  to  draw 
attention  to  this  matter  was  this :  Tbe  member 
the  Premier  chose  to  put  on  instead  of  himself 
was  the  honourable  member  for  Wallace  (Mr. 
Gilfedder). 

Mr.  FISHER.— And  a  good  roan  too. 

Mr.  PIRANI.—'*  And  a  good  man  too" ;  but 
the  remarkable  part  of  it  was  this :  While  the 
diief  henchman  of  the  Premier  (Mr.  Fisher) 
was  only  on  two  Committees  this  eession — and 
a  good  man  too^the  member  for  Wallace  was 
on  four.  Taking  his  own  case — he  was  only  on 
me  Committee — and  the  result  of  it  was  that 
whenever  the  Premier  was  in  trouble  on  any 
Committee  he  would  always  attend  that  Com- 
mittee to  help  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
through ;  but  if  tbe  Premier  had  put  him  on 
three  or  four,  where  he  would  be  held  fast — 
beoaose  he  always  attended  to  his  duty — the 
honourable  gentleman  would  not  get  so  much 
assistance.  But  ho'tbought  it  wrong  that  the 
oomposition  of  the  Committees  should  be  at 
the  diotation  of  the  Premier.  It  was  hopeless 
to  attempt  any  alteration,  and  all  one  could  do 
was  to  protest. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  thought  he  was 
entitled  to  a  personal  explanation.  It  was 
qnite  true  there  were  three  members  of  the 
'■left  wing'*  on  the  Committee  referred  to, 
and,  oomparing  that  with  the  number  of  the 
Opposition,  he  found  he  was  bound  to  give 
them  proper  representation,  and  he  stmck  the 
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honourable  member's  name  off.  The  honourable 
gQ  member's  time  was  greatly  occupied 
*  '  in  collating  information.  He  went 
round  to  every  Committee  collating  informa- 
tion, and  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  did  not  wish  to 
deprive  him  of  that  privilege. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  (Grey)  wished  to  recent,  on 
behalf  of  himself,  tiie  remark  of  the  member 
for  Palmerston  that  the  Premier  put  members 
of  the  Government  party  on  Committees  to  do 
whatever  the  Premier  dictated.  That  statement 
was  incorrect,  and  he  could  not  therefore  allow 
it  to  go  uncontradicted,  and  he  hoped  other 
members  of  the  Government  party  woQld  also 
disclaim  such  a  suggestion. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston)  said  the  state- 
ment he  made  was  that  the  composition  of 
Conmiittees  was  at  the  dictation  of  the 
Premier.  He  said  nothing  about  the  action 
of  Committees. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  (Bruce)  understood  the  Pre- 
mier to  say  that  the  member  for  Palmerston's 
name  was  struck  off  a  Committee  in  order 
to  make  room  for  a  member  of  the  Opposition. 
If  the  honourable  member  alluded  to  the 
Statutes  Revision  Committee,  he  must  deny 
that,  as  the  constitution  of  that  Committee  had 
been  left  as  it  was,  so  far  as  members  of  the 
Opposition  were  concerned.  No  other  member 
of  the  Opposition  was  added,  but  the  member 
for  Palmerston's  name  was  struck  off ;  and 
if  any  member  was  added  in  his  place  it  most 
be  a  member  of  the  Government  party. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

LABOUR  BILLS  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  a  Select  Com- 
mittee be  appointed,  consist iog  of  ten  mem- 
bers, to  whom  shall  be  referred  the  Public 
Contracts  Bill,  and  certain  other  Bills  more 
particularly  referring  to  labour ;  five  to  be  a 
quorum :  the  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  Bol- 
lard, Mr.  Kelly,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Millar,  Mr. 
Morrison,  Captain  Russell,  Mr.  Tanner,  Mr« 
Taylor,  and  the  mover. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ft 

REPORTING  DEBATES  AND  PRINTING 

COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  SEDDON  (for  Mr.  Hall-Jones)  moved. 
That  Standing  Order  No.  211  be  suspended* 
and  that  a  Committee,  consisting  of  sixtetti 
members,  be  appointed  to  assist  Mr.  Speaker  in 
all  matters  which  relate  to  the  reporting  of 
debates,  and  to  the  printiog  executed  by  order 
of  this  House,  and  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
and  arranging  for  printing  returns  and  papers 
presented  in  pursuance  of  motions  mads  by 
members  of  this  House ;  three  to  be  a  quorum : 
the  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr. 
E.  G.  Allen,  Mr.  Carncross,  Mr.  Carson,  Mr. 
Fisher,  Mr.  Hogg,  Mr.  Lang,  Mr.  Lethbiidge, 
Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  O'RegaTt.  Mr.  Pirani,  Mr.  Sligo, 
Major  Steward,  Mr.  J.  W.  Thomson,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, and  Mr.  Hall- Jones. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  (Bruce)  thought  they  oufl^t 
to  have  some  under^ttanding  as  to  why  tids 
Committee  was  proposed  to  be  increased  to 
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,vixteeii.  They  bad  bad  a  discussion  tbat  after- 
noon witb  reference  to  iDcreasing  the  numbers 
on  Committees,  and  it  was  now  proposed  to 
.intensify  the  difficulty  by  increasing  this  Com- 
(inittee  from  fourteen  to  sixteen.  There  were 
five  members  of  the  Oppo&i>.ion  out  of  fourteen, 
andi  iKith  the  **  lef t  wing/'  six.  He  thought 
the  Opposition  ought  to  have  another  member. 

Mr.  R0LLE8T0N  (Kicoarton)  thought  the 

'  constitution  of  this  Committee  was  a  matter  of 
very  considerable  importance  in  the  i'ght  of 
events  which  took  place  last  session  with  refer- 
ence to  Hansard.    An  explanation  should  be 

,  given  as  to  how  the  resolution  of  the  House  in 
regard  to  the  inset  map  had  been  entirely 
ignored.  The  position  was  this :  A  motion  was 
moved  by  the  Premier  last  session  in  order 
to  avoid  giving  eflect  to  a  resolution  of  this 
Committee,  and  the  motion  was  carried,  pro- 

'  yiding  that  the  map  was  to  be  circulated  with 
Hansard f  but  was  not  to  be  an  inset — it  was  not 
to  be  fixed  in  the  Hansard,    The  Premier  stated 

'  that  his  resolution  was  simply  that  **  the  map 
was  to  be  circulated  with  Hansard,  and  that  this 
wouM  be  a  solution  of  the  difficulty  without 
laying  down  a  dangerous  precedent,  or  one  to 
which,  under  the  circumstances,  exception 
oould  be  taken."  Then,  they  found  that  mem- 
bers of  the  House  generally  assented  to  the 
Premier's  resolution,  and  that  the  understand- 
ing was  that  the  map  was  not  to  be  inserted  in 
the  bound  copies  of  Hansard^  as  had  now  been 
done.  The  speeches  of  a  number  of  members 
on  the  Qovernment  side  of  the  House,  including 
Messrs.  Stevens,  Tanner,  and  John  Hutchcson, 
showed  that  they  voted  for  the  resolution  of  the 
Premier  on  the  understanding  that  the  map 

-  was  only  to  be  circulated  with  Hansard,  and 
not  bound  up  with  the  bound  copies  of  Hansard, 

'He  himself  had  spoken  in  the  same  direction, 
and  also  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Carson.  He  thought 
the  House  was  entitled  to  some  explanation  as 

•to  what  directions  were  given  in  regard  to  this 

.  map  being  inssrted  in  the  bound  volumes  of 

.  Hansard,  The  whole  incident  was  one  of  those 
things  ho  would  like  to  see  buried  in  oblivion, 
but  still  it  was  a  shocking  example  of  how  a 
distinct  resolution  of  the  House  had  been  dis- 

^*  regarded. 

Mr.   SPEAKER  said  tbat  he  gave  distinct 

*  orders  that  the  map  was  not  to  bo  bound  up  in 
^Hansard,  and  when  he  recei\e3  his  copy  with 
'the  map  bound  in  it  he  at  once  telegraphed  to 
,  the  officers  of  the  House  to  ascertain  how  it 
■  occurred.      The  reply  from    the   Government 

Printer  was  that  his  instructions  had  been 
'  received,  but  that  through  Fome  mistake  in  the 
;^  Printing  Office  the  map  had  Leon  bound  up  in 
Hbe  members'  copies  of  Hansard^  but  that  it 
'Would  not  be  bound  up  in  any  of  the  other 
•copies.  It  was  a  mistake  on  the  part  of  the 
'  binders. 

;     Mr.  ROLLESTON  wished  to  ascertain  dis- 

*  tfnctry  whether  any  instructions  liad  been  given 
V)  the  Printer  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Speaker. 

^     Mr.  BI?£;AEER  said,  Oh,  no;  he  hod  given 
1  the  instrtictions  himself. 
*.  Motion  agreed  to.  ,, 

Mr,  J,  Allen 


AGRICULTURAL,     PASTORAL,     AND 
STOCK  COflMlTTEE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (for  Mr.  Hall-Jones)  moved. 
That  Standing  Order  Ko.  211  be  suspended, 
and  that  a  Committee  be  appointed,  consisting 
of  fourteen  members,  to  consider  all  matters 
pertaining  to  agricultural  and  pastoral  indixs- 
trics  and  stock ;  with  power  to  confer  Skod  sit 
together  with  any  similar  Commiitea  which 
may  be  appointed  by]  the  Legislative  Conncil, 
and  to  agree  to  a  joint  or  separate  report ;  the 
Committoe  to  have  power  to  call  for  penoas, 
papers,  and  records;  three  to  be  a  qoorom: 
the  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  Brown,  ICi. 
Buchanan,  Mr.  Duncan,  Mr.  Flatman,  Mr. 
Houston,  Mr.  Lang,  Mr.  La  wry,  Mr.  Maawf, 
Mr.  Meredith,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Sjmes,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Thomson,  Mr.  Wason,  and  the  mover. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin)  wished  to  remind 
the  Premier  that  it  had  been  arranged  that  ths 
name  of  Mr.  RoUeston  should  be  abided  to  Uut 
Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  he  would  mors 
the  addition  of  the  name  later  on.  fie  would 
look  into  it. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  (Riccarton)  asked  if  ths 
honourable  gentleman  would  give  effect  to  the 
arrangement. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  be  would  not  do  the 
honourable  gentleman  any  injustice.  The 
reason  why  he  desired  to  look  into  the  matter 
was  that  be  wished  to  see  his  marked  copy,  so 
as  to  find  out  the  name  of  another  membsr 
representing  a  country  district  which  it  wsi 
proposed  to  add  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  hononzaUa 
gentleman's  ideas  of  justice  and  his  ,owa 
were  very  different.  He  wished  to  say  that 
this  Committee  was  one  he  was  justified  ia 
asking  to  be  put  on.  He  represented  an  agri- 
cultural  district,  and  was  practically  only  on 
one  Committee— the  Waste  Lands.  He  had 
Fpokcn  to  the  Minister  of  Lands  at  the  end  of 
last  session,  and  that  honourable  gentiemas 
had  assured  him  that  he  should  be  put  on  the 
Committee.  Of  course,  the  matter  had  eooaped 
the  honourable  gentleman's  memory,  but  be 
thought  it  was  rather  a  cavalier  way  in  whieh 
to  be  treated. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  wished  to  put  the 
name  of  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the  Com- 
mit tee.  The  honourable  gen tleman  was  entitled 
from  his  long  experience  and  knowledge,  and 
also  on  account  of  being  an  ez-Minister,  to  lie 
appointed  to  the  Committee,  and,  as  bis  (Kr. 
Seddon's)  colleague  had  promised  to  put  the 
name  of  the  honourable  genUSman  on  the  Cob- 
mittee,  greater  weight  was  given  to  the  proposi- 
tion. He  moved,  That  the  Committee  be  in- 
creased to  sixteen,  and  tbat  the  names  of  Ifr. 
RoUeston  and  Major  Steward  be  added  to  tkt 
Committee. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  tor 

RAILWAYS  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  CADMAN  moved.  That  Standing  Qidcc 
No.  211   be    suspended,   and    that    a    Com- 
mittee, consisting  of  seventeen  membeim  A^ 
appointed  to  examine  into  and  report' 
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questions  relating  (o  the  raiUvajg;  with  power 
.'to  call  for  persons  and  papers;    five  to  be  a 
.quorum:   the   Committoe   to   consist   of    Mr. 
K.  Q.  Allen,  Mr.  Carson,  Mr.  Growther,  Mr. 
Duncan,  Mr.  Flatman,  Mr.  Grabam,  Mr.  Hol- 
land, Mr.  Lawry,  Mr.  Massey,  Mr.  McLean, 
Mr.  Morrison,  Mr.  0*Meara,  Mr.  Tanner,  Mr. 
.Taylor,  Mr.  J.  VV.  Thomson,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr. 
Bawlins,  and  the  mover. 

Captain   HUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)    would 
.  like  ^  ask  if  there  could  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee like  thii  the  question  of  time- tables,  or 
whether  that  would  be  a  subject  which  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  f  jr  Bailways  considered  the 
.  Committee  had  no  right  to  inquire  into.    The 
'  gravest  dissatisfaction  existed  between  Welling- 
ton  and  Napier  with  the  intolerable    delays 
whicii  were  imposed  on  the  railway  traffic.  Tbey 
,  weze.labouriog  under  the  greatest  discomfort  in 
'  this  respect.    The  travelliog  was  much  slower 
.  than  it  was  years  ago,  and  recently,  when  ho  had 
^  oocasion  to  come  down  the  Manawatu  line,  he 
[  could  not  help  being  struck  at  the  enormous 
'.difference  bet^veen  the  arrangements  on  that 
*  line  and  those  on  the  Governmient  line  by  Wai- 
.  rarapa.    The  Minister  for  Railways  did  not 
seem  able  to  give  travellers  any  satisfaction, 
.  and  he  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  refer  the 
question  to  an  impartial  tribunal  of  members 
^ol  the  House,  to  see  whether  better  arrange- 
.  menta  than  existed  at  present  could  not  be 
made.    He  did  not  see  how  the  public  was 
'  ever  going  to  improve  matters,  so  long  ai  the 
'  power  of  arranging  the  time-tables  rested  solely 
with  the  Minister.    He  did  not  wish  to  cast 
__  any  reflection  on  the  staf^  of  the  railways,  who 
were  not  responsible.    The  whole  power  vested 
in  the  Minister,  and,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  manner  in  which  the  time-tables  were  ar- 
l  ranged  had  been  regarded  as  a  scandal,  there 
ought  to  be  some  tribunal  to  which  appeal 
'  oonld  be  made  against  the  Minister.    What 
.  they  had  been  subjected  to  for  years  past  in 
respect  of  train  arrangements  was  insufferable, 
'  ana  there  ought  to  be  inquiry  into  the  whole 
^  qtteetion  of  train  arrangements,  and  the  condi- 
'  tion  of  railways  generally. 
;'     Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wafrarapa)  would  like  to 
know  from  the  Minister  whether  he  would  aak 
iiov  any  assistance  from  the  Committee  on  the 
r  subject  of  fires  caused  by  railway  locomotives. 
-fanners  in  bush  districts  had  their  properties 
rdamaged,  and  even  their  lives  endangered,  be- 
^eaose  of   fires   origiuatei   in  this  way.    The 
rliailway  Department  had  built  a  wall  round 
]  itself  60  that  no  private  individual  could  get 
.redress  against  damage  to  his  property,  and  the 
Jreoords  of  Hansard  showed   only  too  clearly 
..that  the  Minister  had  refused  to  hold  out  any 
.hope  as  to  the   position  of  settlers  being  im- 
.proved  in  this  respect.    Then,  as  to  fencing  the 
.  railway-lines,  lieavy  fines  had  been  imposed  on 
settlers  because  of  their  stock  having  trespassed 
^on  the  lines,  though  there  was  no  sufficient 
^fences  to  keep  the  stock  out.    What  were  the 
[unfortunate  people  to   do  under  the  circum- 
!etan.<MS?    He-hoped  the  Minister  would  ask 
ittii^  assistance  of  the  Select  Committee  in  re- 
!«peei  of  these  two  important  subjects. 


.  Mr.  FLATMAN  (Geraldine)  was  astonished 
at  the  remarks  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition. 
The  honourable  gentleman  complained,  that 
the  people  in  his  neighbourhood-  were  .dis-* 
gusted  with  the  railway  time-table  as  at 
present  arranged ;  but  the  honourable  gentle- 
man forgot  that  the  wants  of  those  living  at 
intermediate  stations  had  to  be  attended  to. 
The  time-tables  were  arranged  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  people  generally,  and  not  in  tl^e 
interests  of  those  who  lived  at  terminal  points 
of  the  line,  as  suggested  by  the  honourable 
gentleman.  Then,  as  to  the  questions  of  fires 
and  fencing  in  connection  with  the  railways, 
he  might  say  that,  ever  since  he  had  had  the 
honour  of  bstng  a  member  of  the  House,  he 
had  sat  on  tbe  Railways  Committee,  and  these 
questions  had  always  been  settled  in  a  just  ancl 
honourable  way.  Honourable  members  might 
say  "  No,"  but  he  repeated  that,  according 
to  the  evidence  that  had  been  tendered 
in  support  of  these  cases,  they  had  been 
settled  in  a  fair  and  impartial  manner,  and 
no  person  possessed  with  a  righteous  con- 
science could  have  brought  in  any  other  verdict 
than  had  been  brought  in  by  the  Committee. 
The  suggestion  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
that  this  Railways  Committee  might  be  asked 
to  revise  the  time-table  was  one  oi  the  most 
ridiculous  things  he  ever  heard  in  his  life. 
Had  they  not  their  railway  experts,  who  were 
paid  for  their  scrvic38 ;  and  were  not  those 
experts  better  able  to  know  the  requirements 
of  the  people  generally  and  to  frame  a  time- 
table than  any  Committee  that  could  possibiy 
be  set  up  in  this  Housa?  If  the  leader  of  tbe 
Opposition  could  be  carried  home  at  the  same 
rate  as  a  pigeon  flies  he  would  ba  satisfied,  bat 
he  does  not  consider  the  wants  of  others.         , 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  having  arrived,  Mr» 
Speaker  loft  the  chair. 

HOUSE  RESUMED. 

^Ir.  Speaker  resumed  tbe  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

PREFERENTIAL  VOTING  AND  PROPOR- 
TIONAL REPRESENTATION  BILL. 
Mr.  O'REGAN  (Buller).— Sir,  it  is  unfortu- 
nate that  the  debate  upon  a  Bill  of  this -kind 
should  come  so  soon  after  the  exhaustive  debate 
of  last  evening  iipon  a  kindred  measure.  Cto 
that  account  chiefly  it  is  my  desire  to  curtail 
my  speech  as  far  as  possible ;  but  I  would  eak 
the  indulgence  of  honourable  members  while  I 
endeavour  to  explain  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
now  before  them.  The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to 
allow  proportional  representation.  The  Bill  has 
been  before  the  House  on  several  occasions, 
and  twice  I  have  had  the  honour  of  moving 
its  second  reading.  Last  year  the  second  read- 
ing was  refused  by  a -considerable  majority; 
but  I  am  ^uite  sure  that  M  honourable  mem- 
bers only  give  the  Bill  that  consideration.whioh 
it  deserves,  the  division  this  year  will  be  con- 
siderably narrower  than  on  that  occasion.  ^  The 
Bill  proposes  to  apply  to  the  eoJony  wheat  is 
really  a  modification  of  .the  Have  systein  of 
representation.    The  .two  greatest  objeetioils 
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urged  against  that  system  are  that  the  fjs- 
tem  of  voting  is  so  exceedingly  complicated 
that  the  great  majority  of  the  electors  would 
not  he  able  to  nnderstand  it,  and  that  the 
electorates  would  be  so  large  that  it  would  be 
practically  impossible  for  a  poor  man  to  stand 
tor  election  with  any  hope  of  success — that  it 
would  give  a  monopoly  of  political  power  to  the 
wealthier  classes.  I  propose  to  confine  my  re- 
marks  this  evening  chiefly  to  an  endeavour  to 
refute  those  two  objections,  and  I  believe  they 
can  be  completely  refuted.  The  theory  of  the 
Hare  system  does  not  require  such  small  con- 
stituencies as  are  provided  for  in  this  Bill.  Mr. 
Hare,  as  he  originally  propoiuided  his  scheme, 
proposed  to  have  the  whole  of  England  made 
one  huge  electorate,  the  electors  themselves 
resolving  the  country  into  voluntary  constitu- 
encies ;  but,  for  practical  purposes,  I  propose 
in  this  Bill  dividing  the  colony  into  fourteen 
electorates,  each  returning  five  members— that 
is,  seventy  European  members.  Now,  let  me 
first  of  all  deal  with  the  contention  that  the 
syaitem  is  complicated.  Last  evening,  if  I 
might  be  pardoned  for  making  a  temporary 
reference  to  a  previous  debate,  the  House 
agreed  to  a  Bill  under  which  the  system  of 

-  voting  is  really  much  less  intelligible  than  the 
method  proposed  by  this  Bill.  Instead  of 
erasing  the  names — honourable  gentlemen  will 
please  turn  to  the  appendix  at  the  back  of  the 
Bill — of  the  candidate  or  candidates  for  whom 
he  does  not  wish  to  vote,  the  voter  simply 
places  a  cumber  against  the  name  of  each 
candidate  for  whom  he  does  wish  to  vote. 
That  is  all  an  elector  has  to  do,  and  honourable 
tnembers,  I  am  sure,  will  see  that  the  operation 
does  not  require  a  greater  degree  of  intelligence 
than  does  the  present  system  of  erasing  the 

•names  of  those  for  whom  the  voter  does 
not  wish  to  vote;  and,  certainly,  this  is  not 
nearly  so  difficult  as  the  system  proposed  in  the 
Bill  introduced  last  evening  by  my  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Mataura,  which,  in  addi- 
tion to  numbering,  retains  the  present  method 
of  erasing  names.  Honourable  members  may 
argue  that,  because  an  elector  has  a  right 
to  vote  for  five  candidates,  therefore  he  has 
five  votes ;  but  there  is  nothing  whatever  in 
that  contention.  The  elector  has  only  one 
vote,  but  he  indicates  by  the  numbers  on  his 
ballot-paper  how  his  vote  is  to  be  transferred, 
if  it  is  not  necessary  to  secure  the  return  of 
the  candidate  for  whom  he  votes  on  first  choice. 
The  great  advantage  which  is  claimed  for  this 
method  is  that  it  not  merely  assures  the 
proper  representation  of  the  majority,  but  the 
representation  of  the  whole  of  the  people — of 
every  phase  of  public  opinion—in  exact  pro- 
portion to  their  numerical  strength.  The  objec- 
tion that  I  have  to  the  Absolute  Majority  Bill 
is  that  it  insures  the  representation  of  the 
malority  only,  leaving  the  minority  hopelessly 
without  representation.  This  Hare  system 
gives  representation  to  the  minority  in  just 
proportion  to  its  numbers,  without  even  the 
possibility  of  excluding  the  majority  from 
that  preponderance  to  which  it  is  entitled.  I 
believe  thai  no  eystem  of  democratic  govem- 
Mr.  O'Regan 


ment  is  perfect  which  excludes  any  consider- 
able portion  of  an  electorate  from  its  proper 
share  of  representation.    John  Stoart  Mill  has 
laid  it  down  as  axiomatic  that  in  Parliament 
the  whole  nation  should    be  properly  repre- 
sented, and  in  his  able  review  of  Mr.  Han's 
plan  be  holds  that  its  great  merit  is  that  it  wiB 
provide  for  the  certain  representation  of  the 
majority,  while  allowing  a  proportionate  repre- 
sentation to  the  minority.    Having  described 
all  that  the  voter  would  have  to  do,  let  me  now 
show  how  the  votes  would  be  coanted.    In 
counting   the   votes,    the  person    or   persoAi 
charged  with  that  duty  would  ascertain  the 
quota  by  dividing  the  number  of  the  eaodidates 
to  be  elected  into  the  total  number  of  \nat- 
jected  ballot-papers.    In  other  words, — I  wiB 
give  a  case  to  illustrate  what  I  am  endeavoor- 
ing  to  explain, — ^supposing  we  have  a  consti- 
tuency of  fifteen  thousand  electors,  re  taming 
five  members,  the  quota  would  be  found  1^ 
dividing  five   into  fiftoen   thonsand,  so  thak 
three  thousand  votes  are  all  that  are  neces- 
sary to   secure  the   return  of    one    member. 
But  it  doos  not   follow   that,  because    three 
thousand  secures  the  return  of  the  man  they 
vote  for.  the  other  electors  are  left  unrepie- 
sented.  Quite  the  contrary,  and  that  is  the  great 
merit  of  this  Bill.   It  does  not  matter  how  manj 
votes  are  given  one  man,  if  he  gets  the  whole 
fifteen  thousand  he  would  be  only  allowed  three 
thousand  in  the  counting,  and  every  vote  givesi 
him  above  that  number  would  be  taken  fnnn 
his  file  and  transferred  to  the  others  as  eaoh 
voter  indicated  by  the  numbering  on  the  ballot- 
paper.     For  each  candidate  there  would  be 
provided  a  file,  and  the  votes  wonld  be  oounied 
on  first  choice  first,  and  every  candidate  who 
had  more  votes  than  the  quota — three  thovusod 
— would  have  these  taken  off  his  file  and  dii* 
tributed  as  the  electors  desired.     If,  after  going 
through  that  process,  there  was  still  one  or  man 
without  the  quota,  the  man  who  had  polled  As 
lesst  number  would  be  declared  not  elected. 
His  ballots  would  be  taken  off  the  file  lad 
distribnted  over  the  others  as  the  voters  had 
indicated  by  the  numbering.    By  this  ntcaai 
five  men  would  be  elected,  and  three  thou- 
sand   people   who  under  the  present  syatem 
would  be  disfranchised  could  secure  one  repie» 
sentative.    Then,  cm  to  vacancies:   there  an 
two  ways  by  which  a  vacancy  may  be  filledt 
either  by  the  candidate  who  came  next  to  Urn 
lowest  man  taking  the  seat,  or  by  holding  a  \ff» 
election  after  the  manner  provided  for  in  tts 
Bill  introduced  last  night  by  the  houoar^bh 
member  for  Mataura.    That  is,  briefly,  an  ex* 
position  of  the  Bill.    The  great  advantage— 
that  it  would  secure  proportional  representa- 
tion for  every  phase  of  public  opinion  throog^ 
out  the  colony — is,  I  believe,  worthy  of 
highest  consideration.    Of  course,  the  majoi^f 
must  rule.    The  majority  in  this  House 
decide  every  question ;  but  that  ia  no 
why  the  minority  should  not  be  t^\ 
The  Parliament  of  any  country  ahoald 
the  population  in  miniature.    The  chiaC  objet* 
tion  urged  against  the  Bill  last  year  was  IIhiI 
the  electorates  wonWkb»se'1trBu  ihai-Hwoaii 
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kfi    nfeierly   oat    of    the    qaeation   for    poor 
men    to  compete   for   seats   in   this   House. 
Thftt  objection  would,  no  doubt,  bold  good  if 
»  candidate  would  require  to  poll  a  major- 
ity of  votes;    but,    if    honourable    members 
consider,    tbey  will  see  that  under  this  Bill 
candidates,  in  order  to  be  elected,  would  re- 
quire to  poll  only  one* fifth  of  the  total  number 
of  Totea  polled ;  and  surely  be  is  a  very  inferior 
candidate  who  could  not  hope  to  poll  that 
■maJl  quota  of  the  total  number  of  votes.    If 
a  cajididate  required  to  poll  the  majority  in  a 
large  district,  the  rich  man  would  have  the 
advantage ;  but  the  position  is  altogether  differ- 
ent under  the  system  proposed  by  this  Bill. 
^hen,   I  would  ask  honourable  members  to 
remember  the  many  advantages  in  addition 
to  having  the  people  fairly  represented.     One 
ipeat  advantage  would  be  that  oanvassing,  as  it 
ia  known  now,  would  be  impossible.    The  elec- 
torates would  be  so  large  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  members  to  be  returned  by  the 
coteriea  or  cliques  that  now  often  dominate  little 
communities.     Successful    candidates    would 
need    to  evince  some  commanding  qualities. 
Hemember,  too,  that  no  one  would  be  placed  at 
a  disadvantage  through  inability  to  canvass. 
l&vezy  one  would  be,  in  that  respect,  placed  on  a 
tooting  of  equality,  and,  oven  if  one  or  two  in- 
flaential  men  got  every  vote,  in  counting  they 
would  be  allowed  only  their  quotas.   One  of  the 
great    disadvantages  of  the  present  system  is 
that  almost  invariably  there  is  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  electors  who  are  not  eatisfted  with 
either  candidate.    Although  we  pride  ourselves 
that  we  are  a  democratic  colony,  the  average 
elector  has  to  content  himself  with  supporting 
a  candidate  from  either  political  party  whether 
he  likes  to  or  not.    There  is  generally  a  number 
who  are  in  a  hopeless  minority,  and  if  thoy  vote 
lor  the  person  they  believe  in  it  is  without  hope 
oi  success.    They  have  to  be  content  to  either 
waste  their  votes  or  support  a  candidate  with 
whom  they  have  little  or  no  sympathy.      This 
Bill  would  give  the  electors  a  choice  of  candi- 
dates.     Instead  of  being  restricted  to  the  selec- 
tion of  one  man,  they  would  be  able  to  select 
five  men.     Surely  such  a  system  has  every- 
thing to  recommend  it  to  the  respectful  con- 
sideration of  this  House.      Although  the  Bill 
introduced   last  evening   by   the   honourable 
anember    for   Mataura   would   certainly   im- 
prove our  electotal  system,  he  will  pardon  me 
war  holding  that  this  Bill  is  much  preferable  to 
lusy  because  it  gives  the  representation  to  the 
whole  of  the  electors,  and  does  not  exclude  the 
minority  from  that  share  of  representation  to 
which  they  are  justly  entitled.    The  system 
proposed   is  not  mine.    It  has  now  been  be- 
fore the  public  for  many  years,  and  has  con- 
-tinaed   to  make  steady  progress  despite  the 
4>ppo8ition     of     political    machinists.       The 
political  wire-pullers  have  everything  to  gain 
by   the  present  haphazard  system  and  every- 
thing to  lose  by  the  Hare  system,   and  they 
therefore  endeavour  to  misrepresent  it  to  the 
people.     I  have  carefully  looked  through  the 
debate   on  the  Bill  last  year,   and  have  [not 
noticed  a  single  opposing  argument  that  ought 


to  convince  any  one.  The  two  strongest  objec- 
tions I  have  already  replied  to;  but  there  was 
another — I  suppose  I  must  call  it  an  argument 
^advanced  by  the  lion.  Mr.  Ward,  who  assured 
the  House  that  this  system  had  been  tried  in 
Tasmania,  and  was  there  such  a  dismal  failure 
that  the  electors  were  in  revolt  against  it.  I 
knew  that  the  system  had  been  in  force,  not  in 
the  whole  of  Tasmania,  but  for  several  years 
in  the  Cities  of  Hobart  and  Liaunoeston,  having 
been  applied  to  those  two  cities  on  the  motion 
of  the  present  Chief  Justice  of  Tasmania,  Mr. 
A.  I.  Clarke.  I  was  not  last  year  aware  how 
the  system  bad  worked,  but  during  the  recess 
I  wrote  to  a  gentleman  who  has  taken  a  con* 
siderable  interest  in  the  question — Professor 
Jethro  Brown,  of  the  Hobart  University— and 
his  reply  was  an  emphatic  denial  to  all  that 
had  been  advanced  by  Mr.  Ward.  He  informed 
me  that  it  was  true  that  some  people  were  dis- 
satisfied with  the  system — political  meioori- 
ties— but  there  was  no  general  desire  to  abolish 
it.  And,  Sir,  it  has  steadily  grown  in  popular 
favour,  until  now  there  is  before  the  Tas* 
manian  Parliament  a  Bill  to  apply  the 
system  to  the  whole  colony.  I  have  here 
a  copy  of  that  measure,  and  there  is  every 
probability  of  it  passing  into  law.  That  is 
a  complete  answer,  I  think,  to  the  oMection 
raised  last  year  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ward,  who 
most  certainly  must  have  been  misinformed. 
I  hajre  heard  it  said  that  the  Labour  party 
were  weakened  in  Tasmania  by  the  adop- 
tion of  this  system.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
they  secured  more  representation  than  they 
had  before,  or  could  hope  for,  under  the  old 
system,  and  such  must  necessarily  be  tiie 
case.  Under  the  old  system  the  Labour 
party,  or  any  other,  would  require  a  com- 
plete majority  in  order  to  secure  represen* 
tation,  whereas  under  tliis  system  they  would 
be  enabled  to  secure  their  share  of  representa> 
tion  by  simply  polling  the  required  quota.  That 
must  serve  to  convince  every  one  that  every 
phase  of  public  opinion  would  have  a  much 
better  chance  of  representation  under  the  Hare 
system  than  by  any  other  method.  There  is  a 
consensus  of  opinion,  both  in  this  House  and 
throughout  the  country,  that  our  present  sys- 
tem of  representation  is  unsatisfactory.  It  is 
supposed  to  secure  the  representation  of  the  ma- 
jority, whereas  it  does  not  necessarily  do  so.  In- 
deed, nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  in  cases 
where  there  are  more  than  two  candidates  com- 
peting for  a  single  electorate  the  minority  will 
secure  the  representation.  The  minority,  by 
voting  solid  in  such  cases,  can  secure  the  repre- 
sentation ;  and  that,  to  my  mind,  is  suffioient 
reason  why  the  present  system  should  be  dis* 
CBjded  altogether.  This  Bill  prevents  the  pos- 
sibility of  unfair  advantage  to  either  majority 
or  minority.  The  title  of  the  Bill  explains 
itself.  It  provides  for  proportional  representa- 
tion. That  Is  the  reason  why  I  ask  the  House 
to  give  fair  consideration  to  the  Bill.  The  two 
moat  familiar  objections  that  are  raised  against 
the  Bill  are  most  easily  answered.  The  system 
is  not  at  all  cumbersome.  On  the  contrary,  it 
is  simpler  than  that  of  the  Bill  which  was 
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under  disoussion,  and  to  whtoh  the  House 
agreed,  last  Dight.  In  the  second  plaoe,  the 
contention  that  it  would  tend  to  give  a  mono- 
poly of  representation  to  the  wealthier  classes 
will  not  bear  a  moment's  consideration,  since 
it  would  not  be  tbe  majority,  but  the^'th 
of  the  electors,  who  would  elect  a  member. 
I  can  say  without  fear  of  contradiction  that  if 
one  were  to  take  the  trouble  to  count  the  num- 
ber of  votes  thac  wcro  cast  at  the  last  election 
for  unsuccessful  candidates  you  would  find  that 
they  amounted  to  a  very  large  number  indeed. 
When  the  election  took  place  in  1898  I  remem- 
ber reading  in  the  papers  that  the  successful 
candidates  polled  one  bundled  and  fifty-two 
thousand  votes,  while  the  unsuccessful  candi- 
dates polled  only  four  thousand  Totes  below 
tbat  number.  Now,  I  ask,  in  the  name  of  fair- 
play  and  common-sense,  what  had  these  one 
hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand  people  done 
that  they  should  noc  be  represented?  Here, 
then,  is  a  system  which  would  make  it  possible 
for  them  to  have  their  just  share  of  repre- 
sentation. If  the  objection,  that  the  heavy 
expense  would  preclude  poor  men  from  stand- 
ing, applies  to  any  system,  it  must  be  to  the 
Second  Dallot  Bill,  which,  I  understand,  the 
Govern  mo  nt  propose  to  again  introduce  this 
session.  That  would  be  entirely  and  wholly  in 
the  interests  of  the  wealthy  classes,  because  if  a 
selcond  election  took  place  after  tho  electors  had 
returned  to  their  homes— I  am  alluding  now  to 
scattered  country  districts — what  chance  would 
the  poor  man  have  of  inducing  his  supporters  to 
rally  up  at  the  polling  booths  a  second  time? 
Would  it  net  be  a  glorious  opportunity  for  the 
man  who  could  afford  to  spend  money  and  to 
send  buggies  to  the  remote  parts  of  the  elec- 
torate to  bring  his  supporters  to  the  poll  ?  I 
am  surprised  that  any  one  could  sincerely  pro- 
pound such  a  proposal  as  a  remedy  for  the 
anomalies  and  absurdities  of  our  system  of 
representation.  Here  is  a  system  which,  as  far 
as  any  human  device  can  be,  is  a  perfect  system 
of  representation.  My  idea  of  democracy  is  to 
place  the  fullest  power  into  tbe  hands  of  the 
people.  The  first  step  in  that  direction  is  uni- 
versal suffrage,  but  the  people  require  also 
the  proper  means  to  use  the  suffrage.  It  is 
not  the  people  who  are  to  blame  for  tho  evils 
of  democracy ;  it  is  tho  imperfect  political 
machinery  with  which  they  have  to  work.  I 
thmk  the  members  of  this  House  should  be 
returned  on  a  system  of  proportional  represen- 
tation such  as  is  proposed  in  this  Bill ;  that  a 
Ministry  should  be  elected  by  the  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  House,  and  that  every 
great  national  question,  such  os  the  revalua- 
tion of  Crown  lea^ies,  a  change  in  the  incidence 
of  taxation,  Bible-reading  in  Echool?,  or  any- 
thing of  equal  iinprrtance,  should  bo  referred 
to  ttie  direct  vote  of  tho  electoral.  Until  you 
have  a  system  of  government  like  that  you  can- 
not hope  to  allay  tbe  evils  of  democratic  govern- 
ment. I  regrer.  Sir,  I  am  uuable  to  ppcak 
further  in  defence  of  this  Bill,  but  I  submit 
there  is  quite  enough  in  what  I  have  said  to 
warrant  the  careful  attention  of  honourable 
gentlemen,  and,    with   the  fullest  confidence 
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that  it  will  receive  that  consideration,  I  mov»' 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  GILFEDDER  (Wallace). —Sir,  I  have, 
in  the  first  place,  to  compliment  tbe  honour- 
able member  for  the  Buller  on  the  able,  lucid^ 
yet  temperate  speech  with  which  he  has  intro- 
duced this  measure  to  the  Hooss  to-night. - 
Tho  honourable  member  is  also  to  be  com^- 
menled  for  his  persistency  and  oonsisteQoy 
in  bringing  forward  these  progressive  Liberal 
measures.  I  regret  very  much  that  he  is  sot 
bringing  forward  this  session  also  bis  old 
friend  the  Referendum  Bill.  The  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston,  I  see,  is  bringing  that 
measure  before  the  House.  But,  to  mj  mind, 
Jbhe  honourable  member  for  the  Buller  is  sonM- 
what  optimistic  with  regard  to  thia  particnlac 
measure.  It  is  not  a  panacea  for  all  Uie  evils 
imposed  on  the  minority  by  majority  rejKe- 
sentation.  We  know  very  well  tnat  the  ma- 
jority must  rule,  and,  no  matter  what  system  of 
voting  we  have  in  the  colony,  the  minority  will 
not  be  effectually  represented.  Now,  it  is  all 
very  well  for  the  honourable  member  to  declare 
that  the  moneyed  candidate  will  not  have  an  ad- 
vantage over  the  candidate  otpoor  means.  The 
larger  the  electorate  is,  it  stands  to  reason,  the 
more  costly  it  will  be  to  run  an  eleotion.  Tbe 
argument  tbat  tho  honourable  member  has 
used  is  an  argument  against  himself  and  not  in 
favour  of  the  Bill — namely,  that  each  candidate 
requires  only  to  poll  a  certain  minimam  num- 
ber of  votes.  Why,  is  that  not  the  case  just 
now  ?  Take  a  country  electorate,  for  example, 
esporiftlly  where  there  are  two  large  towns — ^the 
candidate  who  stands  high  in  the  esiimalioii 
of  the  people  of  these  two  towns  will  find 
it  practically  unnecessary  to  go  through  tbe 
rest  of  the  electorate,  for  he  can  rely  for  his  re^ 
turn  upon  tbe  support  of  tbe  people  in  these 
two  towns.  Oan  tbe  candidates,  under  tbe 
Hare  system,  rely  on  obtaining  the  minimum 
number  of  votes  necessary  to  gain  them  a  seal 
in  tho  House  of  Representatives?  Certainly 
not ;  they  cannot  afford  to  tempt  fate  by  rest- 
ing on  their  oaxs.  It  would  be  necessary  for 
a  candidate  to  go  through  his  electorate,  no 
matter  how  much  advantage  he  maj  have  as  a 
man  of  means  or  as  a  man  of  colonial  as  against 
mere  local  reputation.  There  are  men  of  local 
reputation  in  the  larger  country  eleotorates. 
I  have  tbe  honour  of  representing  tbe  lai^est 
electorate  in  New  Zealand,  and  I  know  in 
my  electorate  there  is  little  or  no  commnnity 
of  interest  as  between  one  part  with  another; 
much  loss  would  bo  tbat  community  of  interest 
if  the  electorates  were  enlarged.  What  do  we 
find  now  with  regard  to  country  electorates? 
We  find  that  the  popular  local  man  in  one 
township  may  be  very  little  known  to  the  rest 
of  tho  electorate,  whereas  each  little  township^ 
in  a  large  district  has  its  own  fopnlar  local 
man.  The  pame  thing  will  apply  in  a  greater 
degree  to  tho  larger  electorates.  Now,  is  there 
not  a  tendency  to  diminish  rather  than  to  in- 
crease the  size  of  the  constituencies?  Take 
tho  city  electorates.  Would  it  not  be  infinitely 
belter  if  the  four  large  cities  were  each  divided 
into  three  wards,  each  ward  returning  its  mem- 
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ber  instead  of  each  member  representing  the 
nvbole  city,  as  now  ?  Take,  for  example,  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
iPisber) ;  he  represents  the  whole  of  the  electors 
of  Wellington  City ;  Mr.  Dathie  also  repre- 
sents the  whole  of  the  electors  of  Wellington 
Oity;  and  so  did  my  bench-mate  hitherto, 
Mr.  John  Hutcheson.  The  work  and  the 
responsibility  of  each  of  the  oity  members 
under  the  present  system  are  greater  than  if 
he  represented  only  a  division  of  the  city. 
gQ  When  there  is  a  vacancy,  the  candi- 
*  dates  will  require  to  stand  high  in  the 
estimation  of  the  people,  not  of  one  part  of 
Wellington  bat  of  the  whole  of  the  city.  Now, 
if  Wellington  were  divided  into  three  divisions, 
Mr.  £[atcheEon  would  only  require  to  gain  a 
majority  of  votes  in  one  of  those  sections, 
whereas  now  he  must  secnre  a  majority  of  all 
the  electors  who  go  to  the  poll.  Now,  with  re- 
gard to  a  casual  vacancy  in  one  of  the^e  large 
electorates,  the  honourable  member  said  that 
it  should  be  filled,  either  on  the  model  of  the 
AbfloTute  Majority  Bill  or  by  electing  the  man 
who  was  next  on  the  list  to  the  lowest  suc- 
oessfol  candidate  at  the  general  poll.  The 
lAtter  course,  to  my  mind,  would  be  more 
lidTantageous  than  to  have  recourse  to  a  fresh 
election.  Then,  the  larger  the  electorate  is 
the  greater  will  be  tne  cost  to  the  country. 
l%at,  to  my  mind,  was  not  given  proper  pro- 
minence to  by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Bailer.  As  to  community  of  interest,  mention 
is  made  in  the  Bill  that  the  Commissioners, 
in  fixing  the  boundaries  of  the  electorates,  will 
keep  in  view  the  topographical  features  and  the 
commnnity  of  interest.  Even  in  the  country 
electorates  now  we  find  veiy  Httlo  community 
of  interest.  What  community  of  interest  is 
there,  for  example,  between  Biverton  and  the 
Blnfi,  in  Southland  ?  Again,  between  Dunedin 
and  Oamaru,  or  between  Timaru  and  Lyttel- 
ton  ?  Why,  they  are  at  the  very  poles  so  far  as 
opposition  to  each  other's  interest  is  concerned, 
and  the  man  who  is  in  favour  at  one  seaport 
town  is  possibly  not  supported  at  the  other.  I 
fail  to  see  where  community  of  interest;  would 
come  in.  It  might  be  right  enough  in  a  large 
continent— in-  the  United  States,  for  example — 
bat  in  a  small  colony  like  New  Zealand,  sparsely 
popalated,  and  with  a  variety  of  interests  at 
stake,  I  fait  to  see  that  this  Hare  system  of 
representation  would  be  advantageous  to  all. 
It  reminds  me  of  a  story  I  once  heard  of  a 
showman  who  wished  to  attract  a  crowd.  He  got 
up  on  his  box  and  took  off  his  coat  and  waistcoat. 
By  this  time  a  crowd  had  gathered  around  him 
who  were  attracted  by  curiosity,  and  he  began 
to  (peak.  "Ladies  and  gentlemen,"  he  said, 
'*  my  old  mother— good  old  soul — used  to  tell 
me  when  I  was  young  that  there  were  only  two 
ways  of  doing  everything — a  right  way  and  a 
wrong  way;  but,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  in  this 
enlightened  ago,  with  the  advance  of  civilisa- 
tion, I  can  show  you  that  there  may  be  many 
ways  of  doing  the  same  thing.  I  will  now  put 
on  my  waistcoat  in  five  different  ways."  He 
put  it  on  back  to  front,  upside  down,  and  so  I 
forth,  until  he  succeeded  in  donning  this  gar-  | 


ment  in  five  different  ways.  An  old  wbmftn 
amongst  the  crowd  said :  '*  Well,  sir,  you  have 
done  it  in  five  different  ways,  but  I  dp  not  see 
tbat  any  one  of  them  is  an  improvement  on  the 
good  old  stylo  after  all."  The  same  thing 
applied  with  regard  to  a  number  of  these  in- 
novations that  are  proposed  to  be  introduced 
into  our  electoral  system  in  this  colony.  It  is 
time  enough  to  reject  the  present  system  when 
we  have  something  better  to  substitute ;  and, 
to  my  mind,  this  system  of  proportional  repre- 
sentation would  not  b3  at  all  advantageous  to 
a  colony  situated  as  New  Zealand  is.  Then, 
again,  with  regard  to  the  **  wire-pulling "  and 
"log-rolling"  that  would  no  doubt  be  re- 
sorted to.  What  would  we  find  ?  Numerous 
"  tickets  "  and  "  interests  "  would  bo  endea- 
vouring to  secure  representation  iirespec- 
tive  of  political  considerations.  I  quite  admit 
what  the  honourable  member  for  the  Buller 
said :  that  in  a  democratio  country  with  pro- 
gressive institutions,  it  should  be  our  desire,  as 
far  as  possible,  to  have  every  interest  in  the 
colony  represented  in  the  House  of  Assembly. 
Sir,  we  as  representatives  are  the  reflex  of 
public  opinion,  and  it  would  be  only  in  keepifig 
with  the  democratic  proclivities  of  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  if  we  represented  every  shade 
of  opinion  in  the  colony ;  but  I  fail  to  see  how, 
under  this  measure,  you  can  achieve  a  result  of 
that  sort.  Take  the  case  of  our  Oounty  Coun- 
cils :  we  find  that  the  members  of  those  local 
bodies  are  elected,  not  by  the  county  as  a 
whole  but  by  the  various  ridings.  Now,  with 
regard  to  the  election  of  Education  Boards, 
members  are  elected,  not  from  separate  parts 
of  the  educational  district  but  from  tbo  dis- 
trict as  a  whole.  Suppose,  for  example,  that 
the  education  districts  wero  cut  into  sections 
or  ridings  as  the  counties  are,  the  member  for 
a  certain  riding  of  the  education  district  would 
look  after  the  schools  within  his  own  area,  and 
he  would  be  better  able  to  give  his  personal 
attention  to  the  schools  within  his  own  juris- 
diction. Sir,  the  spirit  of  the  age,  I  think,  is 
against  the  measure  the  honourable  gentleman 
is  bringing  forward.  If  we  could  solve  the 
diffioulty,  if  we  could  obtain  a  representation 
of  minorities — but  I  fail  to  see  how  it  is  to 
be  obtained  under  this  Bill — I  should  heartily 
support  the  measure.  I  opposed  this  measure 
on  former  occasions,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that,  while  I  give  the  honourable  member  every 
credit  for  his  sincerity,  for  his  persistence, 
and  for  his  optimistic  view  of  the  advantajge 
it  might  be  to  the  colony,  I  shall  have  to 
record  my  vote  against  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— I  should  be  very 
sorry.  Sir,  to  see  a  Bill  dealing  with  so  impor- 
tant a  question  as  that  of  our  electoral  law  not 
being  fully  discussed.  I  must  confess  that  the 
Bill  now  before  us  is  no  improy(n:ent  upon 
that  submitted  last  night  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Mataura,  but  the  reverse.  I  look 
upon  this  as  one  of  the  most  Conservative  mea- 
sures that  has  ever  been  submitted  to  the  Now 
Zealand  Parliament.  No  doubt  it  is  well  in- 
tended.   No  one,  of  course,  will  dispute  the 
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faot   that,  theoretically,  the  Hare  system  of 
eleotion  is  sound ;  but  when  you  apply  it  to 
practical  politics,  and  the  conditions  of  the 
country  itsflf,  it  is  purely  an  impossihility  to 
work  it.    Why,  thia  measure,  I  understand, 
proposes  to  divide  the  colony   into  fourteen 
electorates.    I   presame    one    electorate    ^ill 
take  in  the  West  Coast  of  the  Middle  Island, 
including   Nelson    and   Marlborough.     There 
would  be  a  certain  number  of  members  re- 
turned from  that  part  of  the  country.     I  do 
not  think  the  honourable  member,  or  myself, 
or  any  of  the  present  mem  bets   would  have 
anything  to  fear  if  we  had  such  a  subdivision ; 
but  what  possible  chance  would  there  be  for 
any  rising  young  man  who  aspired  to  public 
positions  if  he  had  to  contest  that  electorate 
with   myself  or  the  honourable  gentleman? 
His  defeat,  under  such  conditions,  would  be 
a  certainty.    As  to  the  larger  electorates,  take 
Oanterbury,  and  imagine  a  man  having  to  con- 
test a  seat  for  this  House  against  the  whole 
Canterbury  District,  to  say  nothing  about  the 
time  he  would  have  to  devote  to  it.    Suppose 
the  present  electoral  law  was  applied,  as  to 
the  number  of  days  allowed  between  nomina- 
tion and  election.    The  fact  of  the  matter  is, 
Tou  would  have  to  give  a  period  of  six  months 
between  the  date  of  nomination  and  the  day  of 
election  to  candidates,  so  far  as  some  of  the 
electorates  were  concerned,  in  order  to  enable 
them  to  get  round  their  constituency.    I  say  it 
would  bring  into  existence  professional  politi- 
cians.   Men  in  husiness,  or  following  different 
pursuits,  could  not  devote  so  much  of  their 
time  to  electioneering,  which,  of  course,  would 
be  an  advantage  to  the  professional  politician, 
and  hence  I  say  that  is  an  argument  against 
the  proposal   now   submitted    to    us.     It   is 
one  of  the  arguments  I  use,  and  I  do  not 
think  the  people  of  this  colony  can  expect  that 
men  should  devote  the  whole  of  their  time  to 
the  public  service.    I  will  put  it   this  way: 
those  men  who  are  now  in  public  life  would  be 
well  known,  and  they,  of  course,  would  have  an 
advantage  over  any  one  who  sought  to  enter 
the  portals  of  this  Chamber ;  and  I  say,  more 
than  that,  that  it  would  be  a  moral  impos- 
sibility for  any  man  to  enter  the  House    of 
Representatives  unless  he  was  a  man  who  was 
possessed  of  considerable  means.    You   have 
fixed,  at  the  present  time,  your  election  ex- 
penses at  £200.    Well,  we  know  that  that  parfc 
of  Uie  law  is  observed  more  in  the  breach  than 
in  any  other  way.    I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saving   that    there    is  scarcely  a  member  in 
this    House   who   can   put  his   hand    to  his 
hearfc  and  say  that  the  statement  wMkih  has 
been  submitted  as  to  his  expenses  is  strictly 
correct.      They    are   not   in    a    position    to 
do  it.     They  know  their  friends  have    spent 
money,  and  they  know  that  without  that  pos- 
sibly a  good  many  would  not  be  here.     1  be- 
lieve it  would  be  better  if  a  more  straight- 
forward and  honest  course  was  adopted.     That 
is  my  opinion.     Members,  of  course,  do  not 
spend  the  money  themselves,  but  their  friends 
do  it.     Their  friends  incur  liabilities,  and  they 
defray  those  liabilities.     Technically,  we  will 
Mr,  Seddon 


say,  the  law  is  complied  with,  and  a  memboc 
can  stand  by  what  he  has  submitted ;  but  he 
knows  very  well  in  his  innermost  oonseienoe 
that  considerably  more  money  has  been  sptnt 
in  the  direction  of  procuring  his  retom  to 
Parliament  than  appears  in  the  atatament  sub- 
mitted to  the  authorities.  However,  I  will 
leave  that  on  one  side.  I  still  assett,  that  if 
you  subdivide  this  colony  into  fonrteieii  elso- 
torates,  no  one  but  men  possessed  of  oonsidex- 
able  means,  or  who  has  friends  who  will  expend 
freely  on  his  behalf,  can  hope  to  enter  this 
House.  I  say  that  without  the  slightest  fear 
of  contradiction.  The  same  arguments  whioh 
apply  against  this  division  of  the  colony  into 
fourteen  electorates  are  some  of  the  reaaoms  I 
have  as  against  an  elective  Legislative  Coun- 
cil. We  are  told  that  that  is  a  liiberal 
measure.  Why,  as  against  that,  when  the 
colony  was  only  to  be  subdivided  into 
thirty  or  thirty-five  eleotoratU  for  the  pur- 
pose of  electing  a  Legislative  Council,  the 
strongest  ground  against  it  was  the  ground 
I  have  urged  —  namely :  first,  the  queation 
of  expense;  and  second,  that  none  exoepi 
men  who  had  public  experlenoe,  and  had  a 
reputation  as  public  men,  would  have  the 
slightest  chance  of  being  returned.  Bither 
that,  or  you  have  the  alternative.  What  is  the 
alternative?  "Faddists."  Why,  Sir— and  I 
say  it  without  the  slightest  disrespect,  and 
without  at  all  entering  into  the  merits  of  tbs 
case — suppose,  say,  some  one  allied  with  a  pro- 
minent supporter  of  the  Prohibitionist  mova- 
ment  comes  forward,  and  you  divide  the  cdloiny 
into  fourteen  electorates,  every  one  in  each  A 
the  fourteen  divisions  who  are  Prohibitionists 
will  go  for  the  supporter  of  their  views,  and 
general  politics  ana  the  general  weal  of  the 
colony  would  he  subordinated  to  that  ons 
"  fad."  That  is  what  will  occur.  I  eay  then 
IS  a  danger  to  the  democracy.  Then  yoa  oome 
to  those  who  say  that  land  alone  should  bear  the 
whole  of  the  taxation  of  the  colony.  Very  well ; 
there  would  be  a  combination  of  all  those  who 
believe  in  that,  and  they  would  support  the 
particular  candidates  who  had  enunoiated  that 
view.  There,  again,  I  say,  general  politics  and 
the  general  weal  of  the  colony  would  be  sub- 
ordinated to  these  extreme  views  upon  this 
question,  that  all  taxation  should  be  doriv«d 
from  the  land.  I  therefore  say  there  is  a 
danger  of  having  men  returned  who  will  treat 
both  these  questions  as  being    of  more  im- 

?ortance  than  general  and  progressive  politics, 
do  not  think  it  is  wise  for  the  House — I 
do  not  think  that  it  is  wise  for  Parliament 
—  to  put  itself  in  this  position :  that  yon 
allow  factions  or  parties  t-o  dominate,  and  give 
them  this  opportunity  of  dominating  as  agaizist 
those  who  hold  brocider  and  advanced  views, 
and  who  consider  that  outside  this  we  have  a 
duty  to  perform  to  our  colonv,  and  to  do  that 
which  would  advance  its  best  interests.  If  this 
bad  been  the  law  a  few  years  ago,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  himself,  probably,  have 
been  denied  the  privilege  of  coming  to  the 
House,  and  the  colony  would  in  consequenos 
have  lost  the  benefit  of  his  servicee.    It  means 
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teally  that  yon  are  going  to  gWe  a.  lifetime  in  I 
Barliament  to  those  who  haTe  had  the  start; 
but  those  who  have  to  commence  on  the  lower 
rungs  of  the  ladder  and  work  up  to  fame  and 
political  position— or,  at  all  events,  to  the  good- 
will of  their  fellow-meu — would  have  no  oppor- 
tunity at  all.  I  think  I  have  given  good  and 
•nffieient  reasons,  then,  why  the  proposal  to 
subdivide  the  oolony  inio  fourteen  electorates 
ahonld  not  be  agreed  to.  We  next  come  to  the 
method  of  voting,  and  in  regard  to  that  I  say 
the  first  Bill  you  would  need  to  pass  in  the 
House,  if  the  measure  became  law,  is  one 
providing  for  the  electoral  education  of  the 
people.  I  believe.  Sir,  if  you  were  at  present 
to  take  a  ballot  under  this  proposed  system 
on  any  of  tlie  matters  submitted  to  this  House 
for  decision,  you  woald  find  such  conflict  and 
such  a  difficulty  in  understanding  the  position 
that  quite  a  number  of  votes  would  be  thrown 
out  as  informal.  I  do  not  believe  in  experi- 
menting in  any  case  wheie  the  result' might  be 
daogeroDS.  It  would  be  advisable,  perhaps,  to 
try  the  system  in  the  election  cf  Road  Boards, 
or  Ck>unty  Councils,  or  Borough  Councils,  and 
if  the  people  could  be  educated  up  to  what  was 
required  of  them  we  migiit  then  apply  the 
"voting  to  larger  questions  and  to  more  import- 
ant elections.  In  this  respect  I  think  the  Bill 
is  really  more  complicated  than  the  measure 
we  bad  before  us  last  night. 
Mr.  0*REGAN. — It  is  much  simpler. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— It  may  be  simpler  to  the 
honourable  member,  who  has,  no  doubt,  studied 
It  fully;  but  on  the  West  Coast,  for  instance, 
where  the  people  are— I  say  it  without  egotism 

-*the  most  intelligent  in  the  colony 

Mr.  PIRANI.^Hear,  hear. 
Mr.  SEDDON. — It  has  never  been  disputed, 
and  the  member  for  Palmerston  now  indorses 
It.  I  believe  it  was  there  he  commenced  his 
education,  and  I  am  sorry  he  left  it.  If  he  had 
not,  he  would  have  been  more  perfect  than  he 
is  to-day.  At  all  events,  I  will  leave  this  ques- 
tion of  the  method  of  votinsf,  and  go  on  to  the 
matter  of  the  counting  of  the  ballot-papers. 
li  is  here  a  case  of  mixing  up : — 

"The  ballot-papers,  having  been  all  mixed, 
shall  be  drawn  out  of  the  box  in  succession 
without  being  unfolded,  each  paper  as  it  is 
drawn  being  marked  or  stamped  with  a  num- 
ber in  arithmetical  series,  beginning  with  the 
number  one,  and  so  that  no  two  papers  shall 
have  the  same  number;  and  the  Stipendiary 
A&tgistrate  or  Justices  aforesaid  shall  sign  a 
document  stating  the  entire  number  as  a  whole 
of  the  ballot-papers  received  from  the  various 
Deputy  Returning  Officers,  which  shall  be  care- 
folly  preserved  by  the  said  Returning  Officer 
for  production  when  required  by  lawful  au- 
thority." 

.  I  think  our  present  system  is  much  better 
ill  an  that.  As  the  ballot-papers  are  placed  in 
the  box  a  tick  is  placed  on  the  roll,  and  those 
papers  in  the  ballot-box  and  the  number  of 
afae  tick  on  the  roll  must  correspond.  I  do 
not  know  where  this  mixing  up  of  the  ballot- 
papers  is  to  take  place.  Am  I  to  under- 
Btand  from  the  honourable  member  that  all 


the  papers  have  to  be  brought  from  every  poll* 
ing-bootb,  that  they  are  to  be  put  into  a  ma^* 
tub  and  mixed  up,  and  are  then  to  bo  num- 
bered, and  that  in  the  mixing  up  and  the 
taking  out  there  is  to  be  a  Magistrate  ?  I  hope 
members  will  not  foi-got  that  it  is  not  a  ^lagis- 
trate  alone— we  have  **  Stipendiary  Itfagistrate 
or  Justices."  Now,  if  there  was  anything 
wanting  to  prove  to  me  that  the  honourable 
member  has  not  considered  the  matter  care- 
fully, it  is  the  fact  that  Justices  of  the  Peace 
are  to  be  there  at  the  mixing  up.  I  believe 
things  would  be  mixed  up  right  enough  ;  and  If 
the  Bill  goes  into  Committee  I  shall  certainly 
move  to  btiike  out  the  words  '*  or  Justices  of  the 
Peace." 

Mr.  PIRANI. — ^Appointed  by  the  present 
Government? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No ;  because  there  would  be 
danger.  My  experience  of  the  Jusiioesof  the 
Peace  who  hold  the  opinions  of  the  member 
for  Palmerston  is  such  that  I  would  not  trust 
them  with  the  marking  of  the  ballot-papers,  or 
even  with  the  mixing  up.  It  would  not  be 
safe.  And  I  want  to  know,  too,  how  long  an 
election  is  to  take  under  tliis  Bill.  Why,  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  case  of  go-as-you-please 
between  the  date  of  the  nommation  and  the 
date  on  which  it  would  be  possible  to  get  in 
the  ballot-papers  and  the  date  of  mixing  up 
and  counting  and  recounting  the  numbers.  I 
consider  that  one-third  of  tne  time  of  publio 
men  would  be  exhausted  in  eleclioneoxing 
under  this  Bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— We  would  be  no  worse 
than  the  Premier  then. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Well,  if  it  is  reprehensible 
for  one  individual  to  do  it  all  the  time,  how 
much  more  reprehensible  would  it  be  when 
seventy-four  members  were  doing  it  ?  Sir,  the 
emaciated  figure  of  the  member  for  Wairarapa, 
when  he  returned  from  that  trip  to  Pahiatua 
and  Gisbome,  proved  to  me  that  those  who  sent 
him  there  were  not  his  best  friends,  neither 
were  they  considerate,  or  they  would  never  have 

g  QQ  sent  him  electioneering.  I  am  not  his 
*  medical  adviser,  but  1  advise  him,  in 
his  best  interests,  to  keep  ofE  the  platform. 
A  gentleman  who  tells  you  that  barbed- wire 
is  a  necessary  of  life  should  never  go  elec- 
tioneering. However,  I  must  return  to  the 
Bill.  I  will  not  go  into  the  sections  as  re- 
gards counting  of  votes,  or  the  time  it  would 
take.  Now,  I  come  to  section  18,  and  the  result 
of  the  poll.  This  is  the  only  sound  portion  of 
the  measure,  and  is  practically  copied  from 
our  existing  legislation.  Section  14,  as  regards 
particular  vacancies,  I  must  confess,  witn  all 
the  respect  I  have  for  the  honourable  gentleman, 
and  though  I  have  some  knowledge  of  Bills  and 
Bill-drafting,  after  reading  it  through  very  care- 
fully I  know  less  about  it  than  when  I  started. 
I  came  to  the  conclusion  with  regard  to  this 
clause,  as  well  as  to  the  other  clauses  of  the 
Bill,  that  it  would  require  a  school 

Mr.  PIRANI.— For  scandal. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  member  for  Palmerston 
will  supply  the  scandal ;  he  always  keeps  a 
stock  on  bund.    When  I  was  interrupted  I  was 
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gUjisg  vfe  should  have  to  educate  the  people 
before  we  ventured  upon  passing  this  legislation. 
But  I  have  not  asked  the  question  as  to  whether 
oif  not  we  should  carry  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  and  suhmit  this,  and  also  the  Bill  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Mataura,  to  a 
Committee. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — A  Royal  Commission. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Well,  I  believe  it  would  be 
much  safer  in  the  hands  of  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion consisting  of  intelligent  men,  free  from 
bias,  than  if  you  referred  it  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  Legislature.  That  is  my  opinion 
on  this  question.  The  honourable  member  has 
given  this  question  careful  attention,  as  has  the 
honourable  member  for  Mataura.  Bills  require 
to  be  carefully  considered,  and,  as  I  am  not 
satisfied  with  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  assist  the  honourable  member 
with  his  Bill,  as  I  did  the  honourable  member 
for  Mataura.  I  shall  therefore  vote  for  the 
second  reading,  trusting  that  the  Bills  will 
ultimately  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  MILLS  (Wairau).— This  measure  is  not 
getting  the  consideration  it  ought  to  receive, 
especially  from  the  older  members  of  the  Op- 
position, who  ought  to  give  us  some  of  their 
experience.  I  think  the  honourable  member 
is  to  be  congratulated  for  introducing  it  for 
discussion,  but  to  me  it  shows  many  palp- 
able defects.  I  have  no  wish  to  represent  a 
larger  area  tban  I  have  at  present ;  and  in  this 
proposal,  running  it  out  in  the  rough,  there 
would  be  about  four  million  acres  of  land  in  an 
electorate.  That  is  a  large  area  for  a  man  to 
get  over.  Now,  under  the  old  Act,  the  Com- 
missioners are  bound  to  study  community  of 
interests,  facilities  for  communication,  and 
geographical  features  in  fixing  the  boundaries 
of  the  electorates.  I  would  point  out  to  the 
honourable  member  that  a  serious  drawback 
to  his  proposal  is  the  entire  absence  of  either 
of  these  three  important  features  if  five  of 
the  present  electorates  were  thrown  into  one. 
Supposing,  for  instance,  we  should  open  out  a 
large  coalfield  at  Ficton — one  of  the  safest  and 
most  beautiful  harbours  in  the  world,  with  its 
grand  facilities  for  shipping,  and  accessible  to 
large  steamers — and  when  an  election  takes 
place  the  majority  of  the  votes  reptesenting 
this  large  electorate  should  be  all  located  and 
interested  on  this  side  of  the  range,  and  con- 
sequently all  the  members  elected  might  reside 
in  Marlborough.  And  how  would  the  inter- 
( sts  of  the  West  Coast  fare  with  its  bar  har- 
bpurs?  There  would  be  practically  no  com- 
munity of  interest,  and  in  this  case  they  would 
be  bound  to  suffer  very  materially. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— I  suppose  they  would  he 
tadked  on  to  Canterbury. 

Mr.  MILLS. — I  suppose  they  would. 

An  Hon.  Membkb.— By  means  of  a  railway. 

Mr.  MILLS.— Yes;  and  I  am  very  glad  to 
find  the  member  for  Gamaru  is  so  willing  to 
assist  in  getting  this  importeuit  link  of  rail- 
way completed.  This  want  of  community  of 
interests  and  facility  of  communication  is  one 
of  the'  points  I  would  commend  to  the  atten- 

Mr,  Seddon 


tion  of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bailer  in 
trying  to  improve  the  measure  later  on.  Hien' 
is  another  important  point :  who  ftmong^t  us 
could  spare  the  time  in  going  round  so  laiga 
a  district?  It  would  be  impossible.  Now, 
it  is  only  fair  to  expect  in  certain  localities 
that  local  questions  will  be  raised,  and  replies 
from  the  candidate  will  bo  expected;  or  how 
can  the  constituents  know  what  his  opinions 
are  on  matters  probably  of  great  importance 
to  them.  But,  supposing  we  oontinne  a  saasioii 
for  three,  four,  or  five  months,  how  could  we 
possibly  go  through  even  a  small  p&rt  of  so 
large  an  electorate  ?  Possibly,  in  some  fifty 
years  time,  when  railways  are  running  throu^ 
every  part,  our  successors  might  be  aUs 
to  compass  such  a  journey.  But  this  is  to 
me  one  of  the  most  fatal  parta  of  the  BHL 
At  the  last  election  I  had  to  leave  out  (even 
places  which  I  could  not  visit — places  in  out- 
lying districts.  I  am  sure  many  members  will 
agree  with  me  that  the  present  electoral  dis- 
tricts are  quite  large  enough.  Then,  I  faSL  to 
see  any  democratic  principle  in  the  BilL  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  measure  on  strong  con- 
servative lines.  It  would  be  simply  impossible 
for  a  poor  man  to  attempt  Tisiting  all  parts, 
of  such  large  districts,  and  a  young  m&n  un- 
known to  political  fame  would  not  hare  the 
ghost  of  a  show  of  being  elected.  I  feel  satisfied 
this  House  would  not  be  the  representativs 
Chamber  it  is  if  it  were  not  that  members  can 
visit  the  vaYions  portions  of  their  electorates. 
Members  must,  during  the  recess,  study  the 
interests  and  welfare  of  the  people  they  repre- 
sent, and  you  can  only  do  that  by  moving  abbot 
amongst  your  constituents,  thus  ascertaintog 
their  requirements.  Then,  as  to  by-elections: 
If  there  is  a  by-election  you  would  have  to  set 
the  whole  machinery  of  that  vast  electorate 
going  simply  to  elect  one  man.  It  would  meaa 
that  the  whole  of  the  electoral  laws  of  the 
colony  would  have  to  be  altered.  I  do  not  think 
this  proposal  would  justify  us  in  involying  the 
colony  continually  in  such  a  large  expenditure, 
and  I  believe  the  honourable  member  will  coma 
to  that  conclusion  when  he  replies.  I  am  quite 
sure,  on  the  grounds  1  have  mentioned,  it  would 
be  unwise  to  carry  this  measure  beyond  its  pre- 
sent stage.  I  was  pleased  to  assist  the  hooour- 
able  member  in  carrying  another  measure^ ' 
the  Weights  and  Measures  Bill — but  this  is  a 
Bill  of  a  very  different  capacity  and  ohaiacter, 
and  I  really  cannot  support  it. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  (Oamoru).— I  have  very  few 
words  to  say  with  regard  to  this  Bill.  I  do  not 
think  the  honourable  member  who  brought  the 
Bill  forward  has  ever  looked  to  the  working  of 
it  with  respect  to  the  oolony  and  the  repre- 
sentation wo  have  at  present.  In  many  dis- 
tricts it  would  work  out  very  badly.  What 
would  you  do  with  the  Maori  eleotorates? 

Mr.  0*REQAN.— It  does  not  apply  to  Uiem. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Let  us  look  at  how  the  BiU 
will  work  cut.  Auckland  would  be  right ;  they  - 
could  have  three  representatives,  because  they 
have  fifteen  members  in  Auckland  district 
But  Taranaki  and  Hawke's  Bay  would  have  to 
go  together ;  they  have  only  six  members,  and 
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B8  five  would  go  together,  then  one  would  have 
to  go  to  Wellington.  And  what  have  those  dis- 
tiiots  in  common  ?  What  community  of  inte- 
nsts  have  they  ?  Westland  and  Nelson  would 
do,  but  what  would  you  do  with  Marlborough  ? 
Marlborough  would  have  to  be  taoked  on  to 
Wellington.  The  Otago  and  Canterbury  mem- 
bers would  work  out  all  right.  The  thing  is  so 
utterly  absurd  that  I  do  not  think  it  is  worth 
tiJcing  up  further  time  in  discussing  this  Bill. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wellington  City).— Singularly, 
very  many  years  ago,  and  particularly  in  the 
interests  of  the  member  for  the  Buller,  who  to- 
night introduced  this  Bill,  I  strenuously  opposed 
a  Bill  embodying  a  modified  form  of  the  fiarc 
system  which  had  been  introduced  to  this 
House.  Had  that  Bill  become  law,  it  would 
unquestionably  have  kept  the  present  member 
for  the  BuUcr  out  of  the  Parliament  of  New 
Sjealand.  Such,  Sir,  is  the  irony  of  fate.  I 
was  not  acquainted  with  tho  honourable  gentle- 
man ;  I  had  never  seen  him.  I  knew  only 
what  I  had  read  of  him,  and  from  that  reading 
I  predicted  that  he  was  one  of  the  coming 
young  men  of  the  country,  and  my  estimate  of 
his  character  and  ability  has  been  so  far 
Justified  that  he  is  here  to-day  to  represent  and 
to  speak  fcr  a  most  important  constituency. 
But  I  undertake  to  say  that  if  that  Bill — which 
I  60  strenuously  opposed — had  passed,  or  if 
the  Bill  which  the  honourable .  member  has 
himself  introduced  this  evening  were  the  law 
of  the  land,  he  would  never  have  been  a 
member  of  this  House.  When  I  say  that  I  op- 
posed that  Bill  in  the  interests  of  the  honour- 
able member,  of  course  it  is  understood  that  I 
classed  him  with  a  number  of  other  young  men 
whom  I  judged  to  be  coming  to  the  front  in 
publio  affairs.  It  was  only  natural  that  the 
Scions  of  the  political  world,  the  older  poli- 
ticians, who  were  more  widely  known,  whose 
reputations  covered  all  the  ground,  should 
squeeze  out  the  younger  unknown  men,  who 
bad  had  as  yet  no  chance  of  making  a  public 
reputation.  Then,  again,  I  agree  with  the  Pre- 
mier that  this  Bill  is  a  most  conservative 
measure.  It  proposes  to  establish  fourteen 
electorates  for  the  whole  colony.  What  an  ex- 
pense it  would  be  for  a  poor  man  to  address  the 
electors  throughout  those  large  districts,  even 
by  means  of  the  circulation  of  printed  speechop, 
circulars,  and  advertisements.  With  men  of 
great  reputation  the  case  would  be  different. 
Take  the  Old  Country.  Take  men  such  as  Pro- 
fessor Qoldwin  Smith  and  Professor  Lecky — 
intellectual  essa^fists  of  the  very  highest  type — 
men  who  give  to  the  world  the  highest  form  of 
intellectual  work  the  world  has  ever  seen.  Their 
names  are  known  in  every  corner  of  the  earth 
— to  use  the  words  of  Scripture,  '*  the  fame 
thereof  had  gone  abroad."  What  chance  would 
I  have  had— if  I  may  take  the  liberty  of  giving 
a  personal  illustration — what  chance  would  I 
have  had  of  entering  public  life  if  this  Bill 
had  been  in  ezistt  nee  ?  I  would  have  had  no 
chance.    Nor  would  the  member  for  the  Buller. 

Mr.  O'REGAN.— I  deny  that. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  am  glad  the  honourable 
gentleman  thinks  eo.    I  am  also  glad  to  say 


that  he  is  a  by  no  means  insignificant  member 
of  this  Parliament.    Well,  Sir,  the  Premier  has 
anticipated  much  that  I  had  to  say,  although' 
it  is  not  neceB.<!ary  for  me  to  say  much  in  regard, 
to  this  Bill,  for  my  opinions  in  regard  to  it  and' 
all  similar  measures  are  contained  in  the  speech  [ 
1  delivered  on  the  Absolute  Majority  Bill,  wbhch' 
was  read  the  pecond  time  last  evening.    My^ 
view  is    that    it    is  inadvisable   to    interfere' 
with    our    present   electoral    system.     I    be-! 
lieve,  as  all  level-headed  people  must  believe, 
that  intricacy  and  perplexity  should  be  avoided ; 
that  the  simpler  our  electoral  system  the  better : 
and  I  am  sure  our  present  electoral  system  is' 
the  simplest  it  is  possible  to  devise.    Of  course 
it  has  its  imperfections — no  system  is  perfect — 
but  it  is  much  to  be  preferred,  I  thinlr,  to  the 
principle  embodied  in  this  Bill  or  the  Absolute 
Majority  Bill  of   the  honourable  member  for 
Mataura.    Why,  what  do  we  find  even  now  ? 
Under  our  present  simple  system  of  election', 
candidates  find  it  necessary,  for  the  infornia-' 
tion  of  the  illiterate  and  the  ignorant,  to  cir- 
culate cards  on  election-day  giving  information 
as  to  "  The  way  to  vote." 

An  Hon.  Membxb.— I  never  do  that. 

Mr.  FISHEB.— Many  of  us  in  the  large  cities 
have  to  do  it,  because  there  is  a  numerous  class' 
of  persons,  male  and  female,  so  illiterate,  and 
so  unaccustomed  to  the  method  of  voting,  that 
when  they  go  into  the  polling-booth  they  do  not' 
know  how  to  mark  the  voting-paper  so  as  to  j 
secure  the  election  of   the  man    they    want' 
elected.    Now,    if    there  is  a   large   class    oV 
electors  who  require  instruction  upon  such  a! 
simple  matter  as  that,  how  absurd  it  would  be 
to   ask    them    to    work   out  a  mathematical 
problem  such  as  is  contained  in  this  Bill  before 
being  able  to  record  their  vote!    As  to  the 
labouring-classes,  the  great  bulk  of  them  would- 
have  to  abandon  all  employment  and  enter 
university  colleges  for  the  purpose  of  mastering, 
the  contents  of  this  Bill  before  the  polling-day 
arrived.     There  was  another  point  to  which 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Premier  referred — namely,' 
that  when  all  the  votes  are  bronght  in  from: 
tho   various   polling-booths,    they  are    to    bo* 
**  mixed  up  " — like  a  suet-pudding,  I  presume. 
The    honourable  gentleman  dealt   with    that 
phase  of  the  subject  in   a   style   of   banter. 
I  could  not  help  laughing ;    but  let   us   look 
at  the  serious  side   of   that    question.     The 
votes  are  to  be  mixed  up  in  the  presence  of  a' 
Stipendiary  Magistrate  or  two  Justices  of  the 
Peace.    I  have  never  heard  of  such  a  proposal. 
It  almost  takes  one's  breath  away.     Take  the 
informal    votes — there    are     always    in    the 
city  electorates  a  large  number  of  informal  votes 
cast— and  what  would  happen?    Why,  theso 
two  Justices  would  accept  or  reject  all  the  in-' 
formal  votes  just  as  their  political  feelings  guided 
them.    Who  shall  say  what  is  or  what  is  not 
an  informal  vote  ?    At  the  trial  of  my  election 
petition  case,  it  turned  out  that  a  wholo  batch 
of  informal  votes  had  been  thrown  aside  by  the* 
Returning  Officer,  and  the  counsel  on  either  side 
in  Court  warmly  contested  the  point  whether, 
those  votes  should  or  should  not  have  been  ad-' 
mitted.    In  politics  every  man  is  more  or  less  a 
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IMtffcisan — be  cannot  help  it;  and  so  I  would 

S refer  not  to  leave  to  any  two  Justices  the 
ecifiion  whether  a  vote  were  informal  or  not. 
Sir,  I  do  not  ^iah  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  farther  in  saying  what  has  been  already 
so  well  said  by  several  other  speakers.  Be- 
sides, I  am  an  economist  of  the  time  of  the 
House;  and,  besides,  I  wish  to  shorten  my 
speech  in  order  to  be  able  to  devote  more  time 
to  the  fair  consideration  of  the  Libel  Bill,  which 
is  to  come  up  this  evening.  Having  expressed 
myself  very  decidedly  on  the  Absolute  Majority 
Bill  last  night,  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  I 
ahall  vote  against  this  Bill. 

Mr.  GROWTHEB  (Auckland  City).— I  should 
not  have  risen  to  speak  on  this  Bill  if  it  had  not 
been  on  account  of  the  necessity  that  has  arisen 
through  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  City  of  Wellington.  What  a  great 
adept  he  is  becoming  at  wasting  the  time  of 
the  HouEe  1  His  continuous  lectures  to  the 
House  on  the  waste  of  time — we  see  now  how 
this  comes  about.  We  had  it  last  night,  and 
we  have  had  it  again  to-night.  We  have 
had  these  two  Bills  before,  and  what  do  they 
prove  ?  They  prove  beyond  all  doubt  that  the 
Liberals — so-called — in  this  country  are  the 
Conservatives,  and  the  Conservatives  are  the 
true  Liberals.  These  Bills  prove  .it.  I  take 
no  part  in  the  characteristic  description  of  the 
Justices  appointed  to  do  executive  work  for 
nothing.  They  have  been  sneered  at  this 
evening,  and  I  think  it  is  unworthy.  They 
are  appointed ;  tbey  do  their  work ;  they  are 
unpaid.  I  say  this  without  any  hesitation : 
that  at  the  time  of  appointment  they  must  be 
supposed  to  be  able  to  do  this  work,  and  to  be 
efficient,  and  it  is  not  our  duty  to  cast  any 
such  reflections  upon  them.  For  a  great  many 
years  I  have  had  the  pleasure—^ 

Mr.  FISHEB.— The  pleasure. 

Mr.  CKOWTHER.— Yes,  the  pleasuxa.  Sir— 
the  pleasure  of  taking  my  part  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  laws  of  this  country  to  the  best 
of  my  ability.  If  you  have  not  ministered  to 
your  own  satisfaction,  do  not  cast  reflections  on 
me.  We  have  no  right  to  make  these  appoint- 
ments, and  to  cast  these  sneers  at  those  who 
have  to  wear  the  honour  afterwards.  I  under- 
stand it  is  no  use  my  attacking  these  Bills.  I 
understand  there  is  a  rule  that  all  these  gentle- 
men who  have  private  Bills— so-called^are 
going  to  vote  for  one  another  for  the  second 
reading,  and  that  it  does  not  matter  one  jot 
whether  they  are  heard  of  sgain  or  not.  There 
-was  the  Premier— he  has  a  lot  of  Bills — and 
he  told  us  last  night,  and  again  to-night,  that 
he  would  vote  for  these  Bills ;  and  if  any  man 
in  this  House,  whatever  his  position  may  be, 
lias  sa  d  more  than  any  one  else  to  make 
these  Bills  appear  ridiculous,  it  is  the  Hon. 
the  Premier.  I  was  wondering  when  he 
was  speaking  how  he  was  going  to  finish. 
However,  he  finished  very  well,  and,  for  my 
part,  I  shall  not  say  any  more  at  present.  I 
understand  the  Bills  will  go  to  the  Fecond  read- 
ing, and  I  do  not  see  that  I  should  enter  my 
(roiest  if  it  means  nothing. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Tarsnaki).-*Sir,  I  must  con- 

Mr,  Fisher 


gratulate  the  honourable  member  lor  Butter  oil 
bis  persistency  in  bringing  this  Bill  forward 
year  after  year,  and  I  must  also  compliment 
him  on  the  pleasant  manner  in  which  he  dealt 
with  the  Bill  on  the  second  reading.  I  myvelf 
consider  there  is  a  point  in  the  BUI  which  de- 
serves oommendation,  and  it  is  this :  that  it  is 
an  endeavour  to  procure  representation  for  the 
minority.  This  Bill  is  an  effort  in  thai 
direction  ;  but  I  consider  that  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  colony  it  would  be  unwork- 
able, and  would  not  altogether  meet  the  views 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  introduced  it 

g  Q  The  electoral  districts  under  this  Bill 
*  will  be  so  large  that  it  would  be  almost 
impossible  for  some  of  the  oandidatea  to  get 
round  their  electorates,  and  address  the  people 
in  the  different  centres.  There  is  a  further 
objection  to  it,  and  I  think  a  very  grave  onsb 
and  that  is  the  method  of  counting  the  votca 
It  would  be  a  very  long  process,  I  am  afraid. 
We  hear  complaints  now  of  there  being  mis- 
counts of  votes  at  the  general  election ;  and  the 
method  of  counting  the  votes  under  this  system 
would  be  so  complicated  that  very  grave  erron 
would  creep  in  in  the  counting  and,apportiontng 
of  the  votes.  I  may,  perhaps,  lie  allowed  to 
throw  out  a  hint  as  to  the  ^manner  in  which 
the  means  of  securing  the  representation  of 
minorities  might  be  aecompli^ed.  I  allude 
to  a  scheme  which  was  tried  in  the  United 
Kingdom  some  years  ago,  and  whioh  has  beea 
abandoned.  Tbe  reason  for  the  abandonment 
of  that  scheme  I  am  not  aware  of.  It  was 
what  was  commonly  known  as  the  three- 
cornered  constituencies — ^tbat  is,  certain  coi^ 
stituencies  were  created,  and  were  to  return 
three  members  to  the  Houf  e  of  Commons,  but 
the  electors  of  those  constituencies  were  only 
allowed  to  vote  for  two  members.  Tfaerefoce, 
we  will  pay,  in  a  certain  constituency  the 
Liberal  Party  were  known  to  be  in  the 
majority,  and  the  Liberal  party  would  run  two 
candidates.  The  Liberal  voters  would  vote  foe 
those  two  candidates,  aod  they  could  not  vote 
for  a  third.  They  would  thus  be  represented 
by  the  majority  of  two  members.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Conservatives  would  only  run  one 
candidate,  and  the  Concervative  votes  would 
be  given  for  that  candidate  only,  and  they, 
although  in  the  minority,  would  be  able  to 
return  a  oandidate  to  represent  their  views. 
I  think  some  scheme  based  on  this  principle 
might  with  advantage  be  introduced  into  this 
colony.  The  constituencies  would  not  be  so 
large  and  unworkable,  and  it  would  have 
this  advantage :  that  the  minority  would 
always  be  able  to  make  itself  felt  in  the  coun- 
sels and  debates  of  this  House.  I  merely 
throw  out  this  suggestion  in  the  hope  that 
some  member  who  has  studied  the  subject 
much  more  than  I  have  may  evolve  some 
scheme  which  may  bo  workable  and  meet  with 
the  approval  of  this  House. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston).- Sir,  I  would  not 
have  risen  to  speak  on  this  mea<ture  to-night  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  personal  references 
made  to  me  by  the  Premier.  I  do  not  think 
this  House  is  the  place  for  the  Prime  Minister 
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of  the  colony  to  criticize  what  members  are 
doing  in  their  private  capacities,  and  it  seems  a 

Sity  to  mo  that  the  Premier  is  never  tired  of 
bat  sort  of  thing,  and  imagines  that,  because  he 
oan  create  a  langb  at  the  moment  he  says  it,  he 
is  making  an  efiective  display.  If  the  Premier 
was  only  able  sometimes  to  see  himself  as 
others  see  him,  I  think  he  would  change  his 
tone.  He  reminded  me  to-ntght,  when  he  re- 
ferred to  the  emaciated  appearance  of  one  of 
oar  members  hero,  of  the  figure  he  sometimes 
onts  on  the  platform  himself.  At  almost  every 
public  meeting  the  Premier  addresses  he  directs 
attention  to  the  superabundance,  m  I  might 
call  It,  of  his  own  massive  form,  and,  striking  a 
becoming  attitude,  he  hits  himself  upon  that 
superabundant  place,  and  says,  **  That  proves 
that  I  have  got  a  good  conscience."  The 
thought  Btrack  me  at  the  time,  when  I  read 
this,  that  the  colleagues  of  tho  Premier  must 
all  be  Ministers  without  consciences,  because 
I  do  not  think  there  is  another  sign  of  good  con- 
science amongst  the  whole  lot  of  them— that  is, 
the  conscience  the  Premier  boasts  of  possess- 
ing. Of  course,  the  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
I  believe,  has  a  conscience,  but,  so  far  as  the 
outward  manifestation  of  it  is  concerned,  cer- 
tainly he  cannot  have  one,  according  to  the 
Premier.  The  Premier  also  based  an  objec- 
tion to  this  Bill  on  the  ground  that,  if  the  sys- 
tern  were  applied  to  the  Legislative  Council, 
ftnd  the  LegiBlative  Council  were  made  elective, 
that  would  prevent  the  Council  representing 
the  opinion  of  the  people.  It  is  an  astonish- 
ing thing  to  find  the  Premier  nowadays, 
after  having  boasted  for  years  of  having  fol- 
lowed in  the  footsteps  of  the  late  Sir  George 
Orey,  to  be  one  of  the  very  first  in  the  House  to 
decry  one  of  the  principal  measures  promoted 
by  the  late  Sir  George  Grey.  Why,  an  elective 
Ijegislative  Gonncil  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  planks  in  the  platform  of  the  late 
Sir  George  Grey,  and  if  the  Premier  was  not 
in  office  at  the  present  time,  and  if  he  had 
not  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  put  in  that 
Legislative  Cotmcil  those  whom  he  pleased,  I 
doubt  very  much  whether  we  would  not  find 
him  advocating  an  elective  Legislative  Council. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— He  did  not  know  what  has 
since  happened  in  Victoria  and  South  AustraUa 
when  he  brought  in  that  Bill.  With  that 
experience  the  Bill  would  never  have  been 
hrought  forward. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— No ;  and  he  bad  not  the  pre- 
sent experience  of  New  Zealand  at  the  time  he 
brought  in  that  Bill,  because  if  he  had,  and 
knew  the  Gonncil  as  it  is  at  the  present  time, 
he  would  be  the  very  man  to  stake  the  existence 
of  his  Ministry  on  the  passage  of  such  a  mea- 
snre;  and  the  Premier  knows  it  just  as  well  as 
I  do.  But  there  can  be  no  question— and  the 
Premier  himself  has  admitted  it— that  the  pre- 
sent system  of  representation  is  a  faulty  one, 
and  the  Premier  recognises  that,  and  yet  makes 
no  material  attempt  to  effect  an  alteration. 
Gertainly  he  brings  in  about  one  of  the  most 
lidienlons  measures  ever  introduced  into  Par- 
liament, which  he  calls  the  Second  Ballot  Bill, 
and  he  has  so  small  an  opinion  of  it  himself 


that  he  never  attempts  to  make  any  progress 
with  it.  But  if  he  were  to  take  the  trouble  to 
deal  with  this  matter  in  a  thorough  manner, 
and  to  have  the  whole  subject  carefully  con- 
sidered by  a  Committee  of  Parliament— not  by 
a  Royal  Commission,  as  he  suggested— then  I 
think  it  is  possible  he  may  get  something 
useful  out  of  the  different  measures  that  are 
brought  forward.  There  oan  be  no  quostioti 
that  the  Hare  system  is  to  a  very  large  ex- 
tent the  basis  upon  which  we  should  found 
our  elective  Legislatures.  It  is  all  nonsense 
to  talk  about  members  wanting  ti  go  round  ^ 
to  every  hole  and  comer  of  their  electo*'' 
rates  if  they  are  to  do  their  duty.  Why, 
members  who  talk  that  way  know  just  as  well 
as  I  do  that  they  do  not  go  round  to  every 
comer  of  their  electorates  for  the  purpose  of 
explaining  what  their  real  views  are.  They  go 
round  canvassing — talking  this  thing  to  one 
elector,  and  that  thing  to  another  elector — and 
if  I  could  tell  you  some  of  the  yams  told  by  some 
of  the  very  members  who  have  objected  to  this 
Bill  on  that  ground— the  tales  they  told  to  one 
elector,  and  the  different  tales  they  have  told  to 
another  in  the  same  electorate— it  would  show 
to  you  why  they  object  strongly  to  having  their 
candidature  based  on  their  public  utterances. 
I  say  the  sooner  you  divoroa  our  representatives 
from  that  intimate  connection  with  the  electors 
in  the  different  electorates  the  better  it  will  be 
for  the  purity  of  Parliament.  And  it  is  this 
personal  element  which  has  crept  into  our  elec- 
tions, this  personal  persuasion  on  the  part  of 
candidates  for  Parliament  and  their  friends 
that  has  to  a  ve^  great  extent  lowered  the  toiie 
of  the  elective  Legislature.  I  hope  that  this 
Bill  will  pass  its  second  reading,  and  that  there 
will  be  a  prospect  of  having  some  n&easare  of 
this  kind  on  the  statute-book  before  the  general 
election. 

Mr.  MoNAB  (Mataura). — It  is  my  intention 
to  record  my  vote  in  favour  of  th^  second 
reading  of  this  Bill.  I  have  supported  this 
system  of  representation  from  the  very  first ; 
and  it  was  only  when  I  realised  the  impossi- 
bility of  getting  it  brought  into  law  in  the 
immediate  future  that  I  turned  my  attention 
to  some  system  of  perfecting  our  present 
electoral  laws :  hence  the  Bill  which  I  had  the 
honour  of  introducing  last  evening.  But,  so 
far  as  this  measure  goes,  I  think  it  is  rather  a 
pity  that  this  evening  the  members  of  the 
House  do  not  confine  themselves  more  to  dis- 
cussing the  question  of  the  Bill  itself  than  the 
long  range  of  subjects — running  from  the  intel- 
ligence of  West- Coasters  to  the  barbed  wire  of 
the  Wairarapa— which  have  been  mentioned  in 
the  early  pare  of  the  debate.  I  know  what  it  is 
having  a  Bill  before  the  House,  and  seeking  to 
get  information  from  the  members  in  order  to 
perfect  myself  in  bringing  the  measure  forward 
in  future,  and  to  perfect  the  measure  itself,  and  I 
say  that  you  do  a  good  turn  to  a  gentleman  who 
devotes  a  considerable  amount  of  time  and 
attention  to  perfect  a  measure  when  you  devote 
time  and  attention  to  pointing  out  the  weak- 
nesEes  which  exist  in  it.  Now,  to  deal  with 
some  of  the  weaknesses  that  have  been  pofaited 
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oat  by  honourable    members.     There  is  the 
, question  of  the  larger  electorates.    Is  it  the 
case,  do  membora  think,  that  it  is  more  costly 
'to  run  a  large  electorate  than  a  small  one?    It 
.is  cheaper  to  run  a  large  electorate.    I  say  it  i? 
cheaper  to  run  a  large  country  electorate  than 
a  city  electorate.    If  you  have  a  small  elec- 
torate, you  have  to  go  into  every  nook  and 
.  crevice  of  it,  and  members  would  find  that  more 
costly ;  but  with  a  large  electorate  there  is  not 
the  same  personal  contact  between  the  candi- 
.  date  and  the  electors.    Take  an  electorate  as 
large  as  five  of  the  present    country   consti- 
tuencies, and  a  candidate  would  have  to  do 
no   more    work    in    it    than    he  does  at  the 
'  present  time.    I  suppose  every  country  member 
.in  the  Chamber  hsis  to  address  from  thirty 
to  forty  meetings  during  the  two  months  pre- 
.  ceding  a  general  election,  and  he  could  not  do 
more  than  that  if  he  had  ten  times  the  district 

•  to  go  over.  What  he  would  do  in  a  larger  dis- 
.  triot  would  be  to  deliver  addresses  at  the  main 
.  centres,  which  woxild  be  reported,  and  in  that 
,'  way  wpuld  reach  e^ery  little  village  and  hamlet 
,  within  the  constituency ;  and  he  could  not  do 
,  more.  I  think  it  is  better  that  his  utterances 
.  should  bs  recorded,  and  carried  in  that  way  to 

the  homes  of  the  people  who  have  not  heard  his 
'  remarks,  and  that  he  should  be  judged  upon 
that,  rather  than,  as  has.  been  suggested  here, 
that  members  go  round  all  the  different  parts 
.  of  their  electorate,  and,  having  no  papers  to 
!  report  them,  should   say  one   thing   in    one 
place  and  another  in  another,  and  thereby  se- 
oure  support.    I  think,  for  that  reason,  it  would 
be  better  that  we  should  have  large  electo- 
rates,  and  I  do   not   think  it  would  be   so 
costly   to  run   an  election  if  the  electorates 
were  five  times  the  size  they  are  now,  as  it  is 
at  the  present  time.    I  haTe  ho  hesitation  in 
saying  that  no  man  in  the  House  spends  more 
than  £200  in  an  election.    I  shall,  of  course, 
•Aooept  the  word  of  any  member  who  says  that 
.  it  cost  him  more  than  £200,  or  any  member 
who  says  that  it  cost  him  more  than  he  has 
',  shown  in  his  declaration ;  but  I  say,  in  regard 
to  the  bulk  of  the  members,  that  £200  is  ample 
to  run  an  election  upon,  and  I  will  accept  it 
that  the  statements  made  by  honourable  mem- 
.  bers  in  their  declarations  of  election  expenses 
.  have  been  made  iq  all  f;ood  faith.     Then,  as  to 
,  the  measure  itself.     Of  course,  it  is  not  so 
simple  as  our  present  system  to  understand, 
.and  the  reason  it  is  noi  so  simple  to  grasp  its 
r  details  is  that  a  Bill  like  this  must  contain 
,  inside  its  provisions  the  full  details  that  are  to 
direct  tho  lietuming  OfBcer—the  whole  ela- 
borate system  which  one  has  to  provide  in  order 
.  to  ascertaio  what  is  really  the  simple  matter  of 
,  eounting.    All  that  has  to  be  put  in,  and  it  forms 
.  a  cumbrous  Bill.     But  when  wo  come  to  deal 
!  with  the  elector  himself,  we  find  thab  bis  duty 
.  is  limited  to  having  a  list  of  names  before  him, 
■  or  to  putting  down  "  1,"  ••  2,"  **  3,"  and  "  4," 
;or  "5,**  according   to  the  number  which   is 
,, allowed  him,  befoce  the  several  names.    It  is 
.said  that  the  intelligence  of  the  people  is  not 
of  a  su£ficiently  high  standard  to  enable  them 

*  tfi  carry  out  a  system  like  .that.    Do  honour- 

Mr.  MeNab 


able  members  mean  taaay  that  the  inteUigeooe 
of  the  people  here  is  not  equal  to  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  people  in  Van  Dieman's  Land? 
I  say  it  is,  and  it  always  will  remain  so— iMt 
only  as  good  but  infinitely  better — and  yet  the 
people  in  that  country  have  had  such  a  system 
in  operation,  and  they  are  increasing  its  opera- 
tion. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Only  in  Hobart. 

Mr.  McNAB. — I  said  they  have  had  it  in 
operation,  and  that  they  are  increasing  its 
operation.  I  know  it,  because  I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  Bill  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  make  it 
universal.  I  was  in  Hobart  when  the  first  re- 
turns were  declared  under  the  Hare  system,  and 
I  know  that  satisfaction  with  the  system  was 
expressed  in  the  Press  and  by  the  people  eveiy- 
whero,  and  there  is  no  intention  whatever  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  Tasmania  to^o  back  upon 
that  principle  which  they  have  pat  into  the  laws 
under  which  they  are  workiiig  at  the  present 
time.  Then,  we  have  had  the  old  bogie  that  the 
labour  interests  of  Tasmania  were  not  satisfied 
with  it.  We  heard  the  same  argument  when 
another  Bill  was  discussed,  and  it  is  mere 
assertion.  If  it  were  analysed,  I  believe  yon 
would  find  that  that  particular  section  of  the 
community  strengthened  itself  as  the  result 
of  tho  Hare  system.  But,  Sir,  even  if  they 
did  not,  what  does  that  matter?  Why 
should  it  matter  whether  any  particular  aae- 
tion  suffer  by  it  or  not?  The  question  is, 
whether  they  are  a  majority  or  a  minority,  do 
they  get  their  proportionate  representation? 
Have  they  got  the  representation  they  are 
entitled  to?  That  is  the  question.  The 
real  question  is,  Have  they  got  their  pro- 
portion ?  and  not  whether  they  are  satisfied. 
Whoever  heard  of  any  section  of  the  com- 
munity being  satisfied  with  what  they  got? 
I  never  did.  Then,  we  are  told  that  under  this 
system  we  should  have  the  whole  House 
fiooded  with  **  faddists,"  and  the  very  gentle- 
man who  made  that  statement  told  us  that  the 
honourable  member  who  was  so  long  known  as 
the  member  for  Inangahua  would  not  have  got 
his  seat  if  this  system  had  been  in  operation — 
that  he  would  never  have  been  here,  as  he  ^ai 
a  **  faddist."  The  two  statements  are  ■&»- 
lutely  inconsistent. 

An  Hon.  Member.— He  )ias  got  rid  of  that 
long  ago. 

Mr.  O'REGAN.— Oh,  no  I  .Make  no  mistake 
about  that. 

Mr.  McNAB.— Well,  I  have  no  doubt  he  has 
learned  a  lot  since  he  came  into  this  Hcoae. 
We  all  learn  to  give  and  take  in  many  dire^ 
tions,  in  order  that  the  machinery  of  govea- 
ment  mav  run  smoothly ;  so  I  suppose  we  alter 
—even  the  Premier  himself  has  altered.  I 
would  like  to  discuss  some  of  the  other  points 
of  the  Bill,  but  I  see  there  are  still  a  iot  of 
Bills  on  the  Order  Paper  that  it  is  worth  while 
discussing,  and  I  do  not  desire  to  detain  the 
House  longer,  except  to  say  that  I,  for  one, 
shall  support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa).  — I  shoM 
not  have  risen  had  it  not  been  for  a  wish  to 
reply  to  one  argument  used  by  the  hoBOW- 
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,able  gentlemaawho  has  just  sat  down.    .  He 

tells  us    there  would    he    no   additional  ex- 

ipense  as  the  consequence  of  enlargement  in 

the  size  of  the  electoral  districts,  and  that  it 

would    be  a  very    good    thing  indeed  that  a 

.member  should  be  pinned  to  his  utterances 

by    haying    them    reported  in  a  newspaper. 

Now,  let  us  take  the  avorago  country  district. 

What  usually  happens  there  ia  regard  to  the 

publication  of  a  candidate's  speeches  duriog 

an  election.    His  first  speech  is  taken  down 

pretty  fully,  but  what  about  the  subsequent 

'ones?    The  honourable  member  for  Mataura 

told  you  that  in  a  country  district  a  candidate 

'has  to  make  thirty  to  thirty- five  speeches. 

Mr.  PLATMAN.— Only  one  speech  ;  it  is  the 
same  thing  over  and  over  again. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.^The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  probably  speakiog  of  his  own  practice. 
,The    honourable    member  for    Mataura    did 
not  really  understand  what  he   was    talking 
about.     If  all  the  speeches  of  a  country  can- 
.  didate  were  to  be  printed  in  extenso^  he  would 
need  tho  purse  of  Fortunatus,  because  no  news- 
.  paper    could    afford,   day  by  day,   to   fill  its 
columns  without   adequate   payment.    It    is 
therefore  idle  to  tell  the  House  that  the  ex- 
.  penses  in  a  largo  country  constituency  under 
this  Bill  would  not  exceed  those  of  a  town  con- 
.stituenoy.    Of  course  they  would;  and  if  no 
stronger  argument  can  be  adduced  in  favour  of 
the  Bill  now  under  disoussioo,  in  charge  of  tho 
honourable  member  for  the  Buller,  well,  then, 
.  it  would  be  better  that  we  should  have  no  such 
'  Bill  at  all.    I  shall  vote  against  the  Bill. 
,     Mr.  MORKISON  (Caversham).->It  was  not 
my  intention  to  take  any  part  in  the  debate, 
,.  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  remarks  of  the 
!  honourable  member  for  Mataura  I  would  not 
have  said  a  word.    But  I  have  always  opposed 
this  Bill ;  I  voted  against  it  last  year,  and  I 
intend  to  vote  against   it    on  this  occasion. 
.  And,  shortly,  I    shall  give  to  the  House  the 
^reasons  why  I  oppose  tbis  Bill.    I  oppose  it,  in 
'  the  first  place,  because  I  recognise  that  it  is 
.entirely  in  the  interests  of  the  wealthy  section 
of  the  community.    As  far  as  the  average  repre- 
sentati  ve  is  concerned,  it  would  be  simply  im- 
,  possible  for  him  to  contest  an  electorate  as 
outlined.    The  colony  is  to  be  split  up  into 
.  fourteen  electoral  districts.    Now,  I  ask,  in  the 
^name  of  gppdness,  how  a  man  who  may  be 
'well    known,    isay,     in    Wellington,     able   to 
command  a  large  portion  of   the  Wellington 
vote,     and     who    has     rendered    great    and 
.  valuable  services  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city, 
is  likely  to  get  elected?     Wanganui  and  eJl 
:  up  the  coast  would  be  thrown  into  the  electo- 
rate ;  that  man  so  well  and  favourably  known 
in  WeUiogton  might  be  practically  unknown  in 
f  Wanganui,  and  the  Wanganui  vote  and  the  vote 
,  qI  the  country  district  being  larger  than  the  vote 
cast  in  Wellington,  what  chance  would  such  a 
'  candidate  have  ?    Under  this  Bill  Wellington 
« would  be  practically  disfranchised,  as  far  as 
.  getting  a  representative  returned  to  this  House 
.was  concerned.    Thai  is  one  of  the  reasons  why 
.1  object  to  this  Bill.    There  would  not  be  that 
t  community  of  inteirest  in  tlie  proposed  electoral 


districts  that  we  havo  at  present ;  besides  ^hioh, 
a  poor  man  would  have  a  very  large  district  to 
go  over,  and  he  would  be  entirely  in  the  hands 
and  at  the  mercy  of  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  OARNOBOSS.— What  is  *•  community 
of  interest "  ? 

Mr.  MORRISON.— Well,  we  will  take  a  case 
near  home.  We  will  say  that  Gaversham, 
Dunedin,  and  Port  Chalmers  are  all  in  one 
electorate.  The  electors  of  Port  Chalmers  are 
bent  on  making  a  harbour  there,  and  they  do 
not  want  to  see  a  harbour  made  at  Dunedin — 
in  fact,  they  have  no  interest  in  the  Caversham 
or  Dunedin  end  of  the  electorate  ;  they  want 
all  the  expenditure  of  the  money  at  the  lower 
end ;  they  want  the  railway  to  be  straightened 
and  a  double  lino  laid  between  Port  Chalmers 
and  Dunedin ;  they  want  all  the  Government 
money  to  be  expended  in  that  direction,  and 
in  deepening  the  bar  and  approaches  to  the 
harbour  at  Port  Chalmers.  Tho  result  would 
be  that  Duuedin  and  Caversham  would  be  left 
out  in  the  cold  under  the  provisions  contained 
in  this  Bill— Dunedin  would  be  swamped  by 
the  poople  at  the  lower  end  of  the  electorate. 
It  is  quite  possible  that  the  electorate  would 
extend  very  much  further  than  Port  Chalmers, 
and  the  electors  there  and  to  the  north  of  it 
would  form  a  combination,  with  the  result  that 
Dunedin  and  the  upper  portions  of  the  electorate 
would  bo  left  out  in  tho  cold.  No  doubt  a 
harbour  rate  would  be  struck  over  a  certain 
area.  If  the  district  represented  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Taieri  should  have  to 
pay  a  considerable  share  of  that  rate,  how 
would  he  like  that,  especially  if  all  the  money 
was  to  be  spent  at  Port  Chalmers  ? 

An  Hon.  Member. — You  would  get  rid  of 
parish  politics. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  do  not  think  you  would 
get  rid  of  parish  politics.  It  would  only  lead 
to  the  formation  of  cliques.  Each  portion  of 
the  electorate  would  be  fighting  for  its  own 
hand.  That  is  my  opinion,  and  that  is  one 
reason  why  I  oppose'  this  Bill.  The  result 
would  be  as  you  have  always  found  it.  Bveiy 
man  is  fighting  for  his  own  hand,  and  a  portion 
of  the  electors  would  be  putting  their  heads 
together  and  fij^hting  for  their  own  particular 
portion  of  the  electorate.  There  would  be 
plenty  of  petty  parochial  ideas  in  connection 
with  politics  under  tho  Hare  system.  It  may 
be  right  enough  theoretically.  Certain  ideas 
brought  into  this  House  are  right  enough  on 
paper;  but  tho  moment  you  attempt  to  put 
them  into  practice  they  break  down.  If 
this  Bill  became  law,  wo  should  find  that 
none  but  wealthy  men,  or  men  well  known 
all  over  the  colony,  would  have  a  possible 
chance  of  being  returned.  Whether  that  would 
be  an  advantage  or  not  to  the  community  at 
large  is  another  matter ;  that  is  another  ques- 
tion, which,!  believe,  isiairly  arguable.  There 
is  another  objestion — the  system  is  compli- 
cated. A  voter  has  to  go  into  a  b3oth  and 
vote  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5;  he  has  to  put  these 
numbers  opposite  parbiculai:  candidates.  Under 
the  present  system,  in  connection  with  i\x»  poll 
held  under  the  Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  C<^tcol 
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Act,  "we  know  that  maoy  electors  are  puzzled  to 
know  what  particular  line  to  strike  out,  and 
the  system  now  proposed  would  lead  to  endless 
confusion.  I  believe  that,  if  this  Bill  became 
law,  we  should  have  to  add  to  the  curriculum 
of  the  publio  schools,  so  that  boys  and  girls 
might  be  trained  up  from  their  infancy  how 
they  were  to  vote.  I  will  guarantee  that 
even  to-night,  if  ballot-papers  were  issued  to 
evety  member  in  the  House,  and  members 
wore  to  go  into  the  lobby  to  vote  for  four  or  five 
candidates,  according  to  the  provisions  in  this 
Bill,  you  would  find  a  number  of  informal 
papers.  There  were  one  or  two  points  raised 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Maiaura  which 
drew  me  to  my  feet.  He  said  that  a  representa- 
tive could  do  no  more  than  he  was  doing  at  the 
S resent  time.  Well,  if  a  representative  could 
ono  more  than  ho  does  at  present,  the  chances 
Are  that  the  first  time  the  electors  got  an  oppor- 
tunity of  reaffirming  their  confidence  in  him 
they  would  reject  him.  There  aro  five  men 
representing  a  particular  electorate;  perhaps 
one  or  two  of  them  are  not  very  hard  workers, 
and  one  or  two  are  energetic,  pay  attention  to 
every  matter  brought  under  their  notice,  and 
are  very  careful  in  replying  to  alt  correspond- 
•noe  on  private  and  publio  matters.  What  would 
be  the  result  under  this  Bill  ?  Tho  whole  of 
the  business  of  that  electorate  would  be  thrown 
on  tho  shoulders  of  one  or  two  representatives. 
The  others  might  be  good  enough  representa- 
tives in  the  House,  but  they  could  not  be 
troubled  with  correspondence.  One  or  two 
men  would  have  to  do  the  whole  work.  Under 
the  present  system,  to  use  an  old  saying, 
**  Every  herring  hangs  by  its  own  head  " ;  every 
representative  stands  on  his  own  feet,  and  re- 
quires to  look  after  the  interests  of  those  he  re- 
presents, and  is  brought  into  contact  and  touch 
with  his  constituents.  Hence  there  is  a  greater 
interest  taken  in  political  matters  than  would 
be  the  case  if  we  had  large  electorates.  The 
honourable  member  for  Matanra  referred  to 
Tasmania,  and  spoke  of  the  great  advantages 
which  the  system  had  conferred  on  thn  parti- 
cular class  of  the  community  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  represent.  He  said  the  Labour  party 
in  Tasmania — in  Launceston  and  Hobart — 
were  very  muoh  satisfied  with  the  Haro  system 
M  introduced  there.  My  information  is  en- 
tirely in  the  contrary  direction.  It  is  to  this 
effect:  that  the  Labour  party  in  Tasmania 
are  very  muoh  dissatisfied  with  the  system 
as  carried  out  in  Launceston  and  Hobart. 
g  QQ  But  the  idea  of  holding  that  because 
a  Bill  has  been  drafted  which  proposes 
to  extend  the  Hare  system  all  ovrr  tho  Colony 
of  Tasmania,  and  of  az^guing  that  because  some 
individual  member  has  brought  forward  a  Bill 
of  that  kind,  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Tasmania  are  in  thorough  sympathy  with  the 
Hare  system,  is  surely  absurd  on  the  face  of  it. 
The  argument  will  not  hold  water  for  a  moment. 
The  whole  matter  seems  to  resolve  itself  into 
this:  that  certain  people  in  Tasmania  are 
satisfied  with  the  results  of  the  Hare  system, 
at  introduced  in  Launceston  and  Hobart,  and 
fhey  propose— perhaps  they  are  enthusiasts, 

Mr,  Morriion 


like  my  friend  the  member  for  the  BuUer,  on 
this  question — to  extend  the  provisions  of  that 
system  all  over  the  colony.  But,  Sir,  it  does 
not  necessarily  follow  that  the  whole  of  the 
people  of  Tasmania  or  the  members  of  the  Tsa- 
manian  House  are  going  to  adopt  it.  It  only 
shows  that  Fome  of  the  members  desire  to 
extend  it.  One  of  my  arguments  is  that  the 
Labour  party  are  dissatisfied  with  the  resnlti 
of  the  introduction  of  the  Hare  system  in  Tas- 
mania, and  I  contend  the  position  the  bononr- 
able  gentleman  ban  taken  up  is  not  tenable. 
My  information  is  to  the  effect  that,  as  far  as 
the  Labour  'party  in  Tasmania  are  caocerDed, 
they  find — tnrough  certain  combinatioDs  on  the 
part  of  a  particular  party  in  connection  with 
the  voting^that  they  are  squeezed  cut,  and 
have  lost  seats  instead  of  gaining  them,  and 
they  are  very  much  dissatislir d  with  the  fisis 
system.  They  are  just  as  dissatisfied  as  ait 
the  Labour  party  in  Queensland  with  the 
system  introduced  on  the  lines  of  the  Bill 
that  Mr.  McNab  is  so  very  anxious  to  plaos 
on  the  statute-book.  I  do  not  wish  to  oocopy 
the  time  of  the  Hoare.  I  know  that  a  numttr 
of  private  members  have  some  other  Bills  on 
the  Order  Paper,  and  I  do  not  wish  it  to  bt 
thought  for  a  moment  that  I  am  stoneiraUiiig 
them ;  in  fact,  I  would  not  have  made  any  it- 
marks  at  all  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  state- 
ment made  by  Mr  MoNab  respecting  the  retnlt 
of  the  Hare  syi«tem  as  it  affects  Uie  Labour 
party  in  Now  Zealand.  I  voted  against  ths 
Bill  last  year,  and  I  shall  vote  against  it  this 
year ;  and  if  it  passes  into  Committee  I  shall 
take  every  legitimate  and  constitutional  meau 
to  kill  the  BUI. 

Mr.  McNAB  (Mataura). — ^I  desire  to  make  a 
personal  explanation.  The  honourable  member 
who  has  just  sat  down  said  that  I  stated  that 
tho  Labour  party  in  Tasmania  were  satisfied  with 
the  results  of  tho  Hare  system  there.  What 
I  said  was  that  they  had  strengthened  their 
position.  As  far  as  m^  information  ^oe^  a 
political  party  in  not  satisfied  with  anytbuog. 

Mr.  MORRISON  (Gaversham).— Hy  infozma* 
tion  is  that  the  Labour  party  are  not  Gatisfied, 
and  have  lost  seats  by  it. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  (Geraldine).— I  wonid  hks 
to  say  a  few  words.  Sir,  as  I  intend  to  sapport 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bll.  I  think  we 
should  not  pass  it  over  in  a  ligl)!  manner;  it 
deserves  serious  consideration  at  our  bands,  sad 
wo  ought  to  support  the  honourable  memlMr 
who  has  taken  great  pains  in  bringing  tbe  B9I 
forward  and  has  given  us  a  very  lucid  explana- 
tion of  the  Bill  in  his  cpening  address.  The 
main  thing  that  we  have  to  guard  against  an 
the  intricacies  of  the  syi^tem ;  and  tbe  pofalio 
may  not  be  able  to  understand  it  until  it  is 
worked  out  practically  before  them.  I  belieie 
it  was  suggested,  in  the  course  of  the  delists 
on  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura's  B31| 
last  evening,  that  it  should  go  bef^we  tin 
electors,  and  that  it  should  first  be  put  inte 
operation  at  local  elections,  and  so  eds* 
cate  the  people  of  the  colony  with  the  eys- 
tem  embodiea  in  it.  But,  to  my  mind,  that 
would  not  meet  the  oate  at  all,  beoaase  laigt 
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nambers  of  tho  eleotora  in  the  colony  are  not 
qualified  to  vote  at  the  looal  bodies'  eleotions, 
and  oonseqnently  that  plan  would  have  little 
effeot,  generally  speaking.     But,  as  I  said  bs- 
fore,  1  intend  to  support  the  second  rea'ling  of 
the  Bill,  and  I  trust  it  will  get  more  support 
than  it  did  last  year.     I  trust  honourable  mem- 
bers will  see  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  some 
ohange  in  our  present  system,  and  out  of  the 
many  proposals  that  are  brought  forward  we 
may  be  able  to  obtain  some  really  goo:!  reform. 
It  hM  besn  stated  to-night  that  £200  is  not 
safficiant  for  any  one  to  run  an  election.     Of 
4)our3e,  a  candidate  who  is  willing  to  *' shout" 
for  Dick,  Tom,  and  Harry,  in  order  that  they 
may  vote  for  him,  no  doubt  will  find  that  £'200 
is  not  sufficient  to  carry  him  through  an  elec- 
tion; but  I  have  run  two  general  elections,  and 
have  run  them  against  a  strong  man  too,  and 
I  can  safely  say  that  I  never  spent  a  bizpence 
for  liquor  at  either  of  those  eleotionn,  nor  am 
K  aware  that  any    of  my  friends  did.     They 
were  quite  willing  to  support  me  with   their 
votes  without  r?fiorting  to  that  kind  of  bribery. 
And  probably  many   of  those  occupying  the 
Opposition  benches  would   like  to  be  able  to 
■ay  the    same  ;    but    can  they?     No.v,   Sir, 
what  has  the   honourable  member    for   Wai- 
rarapa  acknowledged  to-night  ?     He  said  he  got 
his  first  speach  reported,  and  then  the  papers 
iook  no   further  notice  of  anything  tba*;   he 
might    say   afterwards.    What  did  he  admit 
by  that?    He  a4mi:ted  that,  when  going  round 
among  the  people  of  his  district,  his  firat  speech 
was  reported,  but  he  admitted  that  what  he 
told  the  people  was  of  so  little  interest  that  he 
bad  to  pay  for  getting  his  speeches  reported. 
Now,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman   6ay4,  I 
gave  the  same  speech  all  along ;  which  was  not 
the  case  with  him.     But  his  position  would  not 
warrant  him  following  my  example.    For  this 
feason:  be  comes    here    ani  says    one  thing, 
and  then  he  goes  to  the  country  and  says  an- 
other.    What  do  the  honourable  gentlemen  and 
kis  associates  on  that  side  of  the  House  do  ?  Taey 
«o  to  the  country  and  say  the  old-age  pension 
nas  come  to  stay,  and  yet  they  spoke  and  voted 
-against  it  when  the  Bill  was  before  ibis  House, 
it  was  the  same  with  the  land-for-se^tlements 
fcheme,    with  the  cheap  money  scheme,  and 
with  all  the  other  Liberal  and  labour  m^^asures 
that  have  been  brought  forward  and  passed  by 
Inembers  on  thi-i  side  of  the  House.    Ttiey  s^y 
<me  thing  in  the  House,  and  quite  another  thing 
when  they  go  to  the  country  to  address  the 
people.     Consequently,  they  cannot  go  throjgh 
with  one  speech  as  we  can  on  this  side  of  the 
House ;  they  have  constantly  to  change  their 
<K>ats   in   the  country;   and   then  tbey   blame 
the  honest  politician  bacause  he  keeps  to  one 
line.      Sir,   I   think   such  comments  as  have 
been  introduced  to  ni;<ht  are  harJly  applicable 
to  the  introduction  of  thi^  Bill,  and  1  would 
never  have  mentioned  this  matter  had  not  the 
honourable  gentleman  brought  it  forward  him- 
aelf.      But,  Sir,   he  well    knows    the  leopard 
cannot  ohange  his  spots,  and  the  people  know 
it  too. 

Mr.  O'RBOAN  (BuUer).— I  find  that^I  have 
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very  little  to  reply  to.  Sir,  because  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  speakerd  who  attempted  to  criticize 
the  Bill  have  dwelt  on  totally  irrelevant  sub- 
jects, and  have  shown  that  thev  have  never 
given  this  subject  serious  consideration.  No 
objection  has  been  urged  that  I  did  not  antici- 
pate in  moving  the  second  rea'iing.  The  time- 
honoured  objection  is  that  the  olier  politicians 
would  have  a  monopoly  of  political  life.  The 
ioferanc?  is  that  old  men  would  live  for  ever, 
and  woull  exclude  newcomers  from  the  poUti- 
cU  arena  for  all  tim<).  But  I  pointed  out  very 
clearly,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  that  if  cartain  candidates  did  hold  the 
majority  in  each  constituency,  they  could 
only  receive  their  respective  qu>tas,  and  he 
must  be  a  wretched  policician  who  could  not 
poll  one- fifth  of  the  total  number  of  votes 
recorded  in  a  five  •  member  electorate.  Sir, 
I  recognise  that  the  system  is  rather  in 
advance  of  the  times.  It  ha<i  not  been 
sufficiently  consiiered  in  the  country,  and  con- 
sequently we  cannot  expect  politicians  to  take 
the  s\m9  interest  in  h  that  they  other wiss 
would.  Hence  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at 
the  incoherent  and  totally  irrelevant  arguments 
that  have  been  used  throughout  the  debate. 
To  the  statement  about  the  system  not  being 
a  success  in  Tasmania,  I  gave  an  emphatio 
denial  on  the  authoricy  quoted  when  I  moved 
the  second  reading.  If  a  certain  section  of  the 
community  did  not  se  mra  the  sime  domination 
as  U'ider  the  old  system,  that  would  prove 
nothing  against  the  Bill.  I  think  the  strongest 
evidence  of  its  favour  with  the  people  in  Tas- 
mania is  che  fact  that  the  Government  now 
propose  to  extend  the  system  from  the  (wo  cities, 
Launoeston  and  Hobart,  to  the  whole  colony. 
If  honourable  members  will  look  through  the 
library  they  will  find  numerous  works  on  the 
question  of  representation,  and,  though  they 
will  find  the  system  extensively  criticized,  [  do 
not  think  they  will  find  a  single  authority  of 
note  —a  single  miu  whose  opinion  is  worth  con- 
sidering, or  who  enjoys  a  world  wide  reputation 
— who  does  not  heartily  commend  the  Hare 
system.  I  think  that  we  can,  therefore,  well 
a£Eord  to  ignore  the  ill-thought-out  opinions  of 
men  who  have  never  given  the  system  the  at- 
tention it  deserves.  I  was  somewhat  surprised 
at  the  inoonsistent  objections  advance!  by 
some  honourable  members.  The  Premier  com- 
menced by  reiterating  the  untenable  contention 
about  the  wealthy  man  gaining  the  preponder- 
ance o'  p  )wer ;  but  th'sn,  in  tho  next  sentence, 
he  Raid  tnat  this  Bill  would  cause  this  House 
to  be  filled  with  faddists  and  men  of  lop-sided 
ideas.  While  I  do  not  admit  than,  it  might, 
nevertheless,  be  taken  as  a  complete  answer 
to  the  Premier's  first  objeocion,  because  per- 
f)ons  who  belong  to  that  category  are  not 
usually  to  be  found  amongst  tne  wealihiest 
classes  of  the  community.  Tnis  system  of 
representation,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  the 
only  one  that  proposes  to  give  such  a  repre- 
sentation to  the  whole  people  eis  a  real  de- 
mocrat should  wish  to  onfer  upon  them.  I 
aimit  that  on  paper  it  appears  somewhat  com- 
plicated, but  some  of  the  simplest  operations  ia 
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fche  ^rorld  appear  complicated  if  yon  have  to 
explain  them,  especially  to  pecple  who  do  not 
properly  understand  them.  Take,  for  example, 
one  of  the  very  simplest  of  operationa — the 
aetting  of  type.  If  you  tiied  to  explain  the 
many  operations  in  setting  up  a  column  of  type 
to  a  man  who  had  never  been  in  a  composing- 
room,  what  a  complicated  system  it  would 
seem.  Then  take  the  sorting  of  letters  in  a 
post-office.  It  would  be  exceedingly  difficult 
to  explain  in  an  intelligible  manner  what  is 
done  in  the  sorting-room,  bat,  nevertheless,  the 
work  is  simplicity  itself.  As  I  have  before  said, 
what  is  in  any  way  complicated  about  the  Bill 
has  to  be  done,  not  by  the  elector  but  by  the 
person  who  counts  the  votes,  and  even  that  is 
▼cry  simple.  To-night  we  hear  members  who 
▼oted  for  the  second  reading  of  the  member  for 
Mataiira*s  Bill  last  evening,  and  who  eulogized 
that  measure  for  its  simplicity,  speaking  against 
this  Bill  on  the  ground  of  its  complexity.  Sir, 
the  method  of  voting  is,  I  repeat,  much  more 
simple  than  that  which  members  commended 
last  evening.  But  the  objections  raised  against 
the  Bill  are  not  really  deseiving  of  serious  con- 
sideration. Members  seem  to  have  made  up 
their  minds,  and  no  amount  of  argument  will 
convince  them.  However,  I  am  quite  certain 
that,  if  the  second  reading  is  not  carried  this 
evening,  a  considerable  minority  will  follow 
me  into  the  lobby.  As  to  the  argument 
that  this  measure  would  do  away  viith  the 
community  of  interest  in  districts,  that,  to  my 
mind,  is  one  of  the  strongest  arguments  in  its 
favour.  The  great  curse  of  politics  at  the 
present  time- and  every  public  man  in  the 
House  knows  it — is  that  local  questions  are 
confused  i^ith  the  larger  questions  of  the  nation. 
How  many  men  are  there  in  Ihis  and  every 
Parliament  who  have  to  depend  on  their  local 
personal  influence  rather  than  on  their  actions 
in  this  House  as  parliamentarians  ?  Why,  the 
objection  answers  itself ;  it  would  be  a  matter 
for  congratulation  and  a  source  of  gratification 
to  most  members  if  a  system  of  representation 
could  be  devised^and  this  measure  ^ives  it — 
whereby  mere  parochialism  ecu  Id  be  effectually 
divorced  from  national  politics.  I  remember 
last  year  the  member  for  Christchurch  City 
(Mr.  Lewif)  pointed  out  how  a  very  eminent 
man  in  puoiic  life  was  very  nearly  excluded 
from  this  House  because  he  held  somewhat 
different  views  from  some  people  in  his  district 
as  to  the  Rise  of  the  mesh  of  fishing-nets  to  be 
Dsed  in  Lake  Ellesmere.  It  is  a  standing 
reproach  to  us  to  say  that  we  can  find  no 
better  system  of  representation  than  one  which 
maken  it  possible  for  men  whose  experience 
of  politics  should  entitle  them  to  sit  in  this 
House  to  be  excluded  on  flimsy  f^ide-issues  like 
that.  The  honours  ble  me  mber  for  Wairau,  and 
those  with  him,  argued asif  this  Bill  proposed  to 
allow  only  one  member  for  each  district,  whereas, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  each  district  would  have 
five  members.  That  is  a  point  the  honour- 
able gentleman  entirely  overlooked.  Instead  of 
one  member  representing  one  large  unwieldy 
xmstituency,  this  Bill  would  enable  five  mem- 
I>er8  to  divide  th e  w  ork.  The  honourable  gentle- 
Mr,  O' Began 


man  oonld  not  possibly  argue  as  he  did  if  he 
had  seriously  considered  the  question,  and  I 
doubt  very  much  if  he  has  considered  this  Bill 
or  the  Hare  system  at  all.  At  any  rate,  the 
Hare  system  is  the  only  one  that  ocnforms  te 
the  true  spirit  of  democracy.  While  it  retaioi 
all  the  virtues  of  the  present  system,  it  gets  rid 
of  the  worst  elements.  It  is  in  fine  the  only 
system  which  would  make  the  representative 
Chamber  what  it  should  be—  a  correct  reflex  of 
all  the  pecple  of  the  colony. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

PROPERTY  LAW  CONSOLIDATION  BILL. 
Mr.  MILLS  (Wairau),  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  in  the  Property  Law 
Consolidation  Bill  of  1873,  in  claase  50,  oc- 
curred the  following  words :  "  Six  clear  months* 
notice  of  an  intention  to  pay  the  same  having 
been  given."  These  few  words  bad  made  it 
imperative  on  the  borrower  to  always  give  six 
months'  notice  when  he  wished  to  pay  off  % 
mortgage.  Now,  it  seemed  the  Act  was  passed 
solely  in  the  interests  of  the  mooey- lenders  at 
that  time,  and  twenty*  six  years  have  passed 
away  without  any  amendment  of  that  Act 
He  did  not  see  why  in  these  days  a  man  who 
had  borrowed  money,  and  who  had  paid  his 
interest,  should  then  be  compelled  to  give  six 
months*  notice  or  pay  half  a  year's  intere^  after 
his  mortgage  had  expired.  A  man  might  have 
a  mortgage  due  at  a  certain  date,  and  both 
mortgagee  and  mortgagor  be  satisfied  to  let  it 
run  on.  But  the  mortgagee  can  call  it  up  at 
any  time  by  giving  a  month's  notice,  while  the 
mortgagor  must  give  six  months'  notice  or  pay 
Fix  months*  interest.  Well,  he  did  not  thiok 
that  fair  or  reasonable.  Therefore  he  thooghfc 
the  law,  at  any  rate,  should  place  both  oa 
equal  terms.  In  fact,  he  did  not  think,  it  was 
ever  intended,  at  any  rate,  to  place  the  mori* 
gagee  in  a  better  position  after  the  mortgage 
had  matured  than  he  was  in  during  the  ttwm. 
for  which  the  money  had  been  borrowed.  They 
knew  that,  in  all  mortgage  deeds,  if  a  man 
failed  to  pay  up  his  interest  at  due  dates  be 
had  a  month's  notice  in  which  to  pay  up 
or  face  a  foreclosure,  but  there  was  noUiing 
about  six  months.  It  was  only  after  the 
mortgage  had  become  due  this  unfair  pn>- 
vision  existed.  Then,  he  thought,  in  asking 
the  House  to  pass  this  measure,  they  wera 
simply  encouraging  the  borrower  to  repay  hit 
loan,  and  in  doing  so  it  was  only  a  right  thing 
to  encourage  those  who  were  careful  aal 
thrifty,  and  give  them  some  encouragement  to 
get  rid  of  the  debt  which  they  had  incuned. 
In  many  cases  a  man  might  be  able  to  gei 
money  a  great  deal  cheaper  by  paying  ofi  tka 
over-due  mortgage,  but  if  he  was  compelled 
to  pay  six  months'  interest  which  had  never 
accrued  it  was  a  very  severe  drain  on  him.  Ba 
knew  of  many  cases  where  this  system  of  pay* 
ment  of  six  months*  interest  in  lien  of  notice 
was  enforced  where  only  a  few  days  elapsed 
after  the  mortgage  had  expired.  This  amend- 
ment  was  intended  simply  to  place  the  bor» 
rower  on  the  same  footmg  as  the  man  wkc 
lent  the  money.    He  would  just  say,  in 
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cIoBion,  tbat  in  asking  the  House  to  pass 
this  BjU  be  was  not  asking  any  more  than 
they  had  in  ihe  law  under  tlie  Land  Transfer^ 
Act.  It  was  placirg  the  one  on  the  same 
teims  as  the  other,  both  being  placed  on  an 
equal  footing.  He  bad  known  of  eases  which 
paftsed  through  hif*  bands  where  the  mortgagee 
bad  been  fairly  liberal,  and  only  charged  one 
month's  interest;  tut  be  knew  a  gr<:at  many 
more  who  had  insisted  on  the  six  months' 
notice  or  pay  the  lialf  year's  interest,  and  it 
had  been  a  veiy  seiions  handicap  to  the  man 
who  IK  as  raising  the  money  from  the  Advances 
to  Settlers  Office  as  a  new  loan.  He  had  much 
pleasure  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea)  was  not  sure 
tbat  the  honourable  gentleman  was  correct  in 
stating  the  present  position  of  the  subject  he 
proposed  to  legislate  upon.    The  position  was, 
now,  that  on  a  contract  being  made  between 
borrower  ard  lender  a  time  for  repajment  was 
specified.     The  borrower  had  the  right  to  pay 
on  the  encumbrance  at  that  date.     But  if  the 
advance  were  allowed  to  continue,  surely  it  was 
reasonable    that    he  should    ^ive    the    lender 
reasonable  notice  of  bis  intention  to  pay  ofi. 
Mr.  MILLS.— A  month. 
Mr.  G.   HUTCHISON.- That  was  not  the 
propopal  of  the  Bill.    It  would,  if  passed,  allow 
so  Interval  whatever.      The    borrower  might 
demand  release  without  any  notice.     Possibly 
six  months'  notice  was  unnecessarily  lorg,  but 
according   to  the  Bill  the  borrower  would  be 
entitled  to  discharge  the  encumbrance  without 
a  day's  notice.     If  tbat  proposal  was  carried, 
the  lenders  of  money  would  almost  necesFarily 
insist  upon  the  repayment  of  the  advance  on 
the  very  day  stipulated  in  the  mortgage,  and 
tbat  would  not  be  always  convenient  to  the 
borrower.     At  present,  if  an  extension  of  time 
was  desired  or  allowed,  there  was  no  necessity 
to  incur  the  expense  of  a  fresh  mortgage.    The 
original  advance  under  present  conditions  was 
allowed  to  run  on  without  a  second  contract, 
and  when  the  borrower  desired  to  pay  off  he 
might  be  required  to  give  six  months'  notice, 
or  pay  interest  for  such  a  term.     If  the  period 
of  8>x  months  was  considered  too  long,  why  not 
prescribe  a  more  reasonable  term,  instead  of 
abolif-bing,  as  this  Bill  would  do,  all  notice? 
The  cperation  of  this  Bill,  if  passed  into  law, 
would    neceFsarily  be  to    harden    the    terms 
against  the  borrowers  of  money.    The  lender 
would  require  the  money  to  be  paid  on  the 
very  day  it  was  due,  otherwise  be  would  be  in 
the  position  cf  one  who  had  lent  bis  money 
and  was  liable  to  have  it  thrown  on  his  bands 
at  a  time  when  there  might  be  no  other  in- 
vestment available.    He  thought  the  honour- 
able gentUman  was  wrong  when  he  said  that 
the  practice  under  th«  Land  Transfer  Act  was 
inch  as  he  proposed  to  apply  in  every  case. 
He  thougbt  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
find   tbat  reasorable  notice  had  to  be  given 
under  the  mortgages  which  had  overrun  their 
term  nnder  the  Lard  Transfer  Act  in  the  same 
Vfty  as  nnder  the  Property  Law  Consolidation 
Act.    This  was  a  Bill,  however,  which  he  sap- 


posed  would  go  to  the  Statutes  Bevision  Com- 
mittee ;  it  was  properly  a  subject  for  that  Com- 
mittee to  consider,  and  certainly  it  was  very 
necessary  tbat  the  phraseology  of  this  Bill 
should  be  revised.  He  hoped  the  responsi- 
bility for  drafting  it  was  not  on  the  head  of 
the  Law  Draftsman  of  the  Crown,  because,  if 
it  was,  it  could  only  accentuate  the  objection 
so  often  taken  to  the  drafting  of  Bills  sub- 
mitted to  the  House.  Let  members  look  at 
the  drafting  of  this  Bill.  It  proposed  that 
**  henceforth  "  a  certain  section  of  the  original 
Act  shall  be  read  and  construed  as  if  certain 
words  occurring  therein  "  had  been  originally 
omitted  therefrom  and  had  never  appeared 
therein."  "  Henceforth  omitted  "  and  *'  never 
appeared  "  were  contradictory  terms.  Apart 
from  the  inartificial  wording  of  the  Bill,  its 
intention  was  most  objectionable  in  seeking  to 
give  the  proposed  change  a  retrospective  opera- 
tion. It  would  date  back  sixteen  years,  and 
would  go  back  on  transactions  innumerable 
that  had  been  entered  into  since  the  passing  of 
the  original  Act.  This  Bill  must,  if  passed, 
disturb  many  existing  arrangements.  Though 
it  might  be  reasonable  to  reduce  the  period  of 
notice  from  six  months  to  a  shorter  period,  the 
change  should  only  have  future  operation.  He 
thougbt  to  amend  Acts  in  the  way  proposed 
by  the  Bill  would  be  detrimental  to  the  general 
community  and  inimical  to  many  ir  dividuals. 
Mr.  McNAB  ^Mataura)  intended  to  support 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  but  he  thought 
the  mover  would  do  well  to  adopt  the  sugges^ 
tion  made  by  the  last  speaker — that  wan,  to 
accept  an  amendment  reducing  the  length  of 
time  in  place  of  absolutely  abolishing  it.  He 
believed  the  result  would  follow  which  that 
honourable  gentleman  referred  to— that  if  a 
mortgagor  was  to  be  placed  by  law  in  such  a 
position  that  he  could  come  and  at  a  moment's 
notice  pay  off  the  morrgage,  the  mortgagee 
would  insist  upon  having  a  new  agreement 
specifying  the  time  of  repayment,  and  would 
bind  the  mortgagor  down  to  that  date  for  re- 
payment;  and  the  cost  of  such  a  document 
would  probably  amount  to  as  much,  if  not  more» 
than  the  six  months'  interest  under  the  present 
law.    To  avoid  that  position,  and  to  do  awav 

10  0  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  months'  delay  that  took 
place  at  the  present  time,  it  would  be 
as  well  to  accept  some  shorter  period  of  time. 
He  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
do  well  to  accept  the  suggestion  that  had  been 
made  to  him. 

Mr.  MILLS  (Wairau)  was  quite  willing  to 
adopt  the  suggestion  when  the  Bill  was  in 
Committee,  so  long  as  it  was  made  fair  and 
equitable  to  both  sides.  If  the  borrower  was 
togi\e  a  month's  notice,  then  the  lender  should 
also  give  a  month's  notice.  All  he  wanted  to 
see  was  that  something  fair  and  reasonable  was 
brought  about,  because  he  bad  seen  oases, 
Home  of  which  had  parsed  through  his  own 
hands,  in  which  as  much  as  £75  had  been  paid 
for  the  six  months,  and  it  would  take  a  good 
many  fees  or  payments  for  new  deeds  to  make 
up  £75.  As  a  rule,  all  the  mortgages  that  had 
been  overdue  had  been  in  favour  of  the  mort- 
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gagee,  who  hod  drawn  probably  as  maoh  as 
6,  7,  8,  or  9  per  cent,  for  many  years  before  the 
unfortunate  borrower  was  able  to  get  the  money 
to  repay.  Therefore,  in  fairness  to  the  man 
who  borrowed  the  money,  he  should,  at  any 
rate,  do  what  was  right  and  just. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LIBEL  BILL. 

Mr.  CARNCROSB  (Taieri).— Sir,  I  have  very 
much  pleasure  indeed  in  introducing  to  this 
House  a  Bill  that  I  feel  to  be  of  very  far- 
leaching  importance,  and  one  which,  I  think, 
will  claim  the  earnest  and  careful  attention  of 
every  member  of  the  House.  It  is  a  Bill  in 
which  undoubtedly  we  are  all  of  U9  interested, 
And  in  referring  to  the  details  of  the  measure 
I  shall  point  out  in  what  respect  we  are  in- 
terested. It  is  a  Bill  that  I  believe  can  be, 
and  should  be,  approached  by  this  honourable 
House  without  a  tinge  of  party  feeling  in  any 
shape  whatever.  It  is  a  matter  that  interests 
one  side  of  politics  just  as  much  as  it  interests 
the  other,  and  any  measure  of  protecu'cn 
afforded  to  newspapers  by  this  Bill  must,  of 
course,  be  shared  in  by  journals  of  all  shades  of 
political  colour.  Therefore  it  is  a  measure  that 
cannot  have  the  condemnation  hurled  against  it 
that  it  is  a  party  measure  in  any  shape  or  form. 
This  Bill  is  not  an  advance  in  legislation.  It 
is  only  an  attempt  to  get  up  somewhere  near 
to  where  wo  should  be  in  tne  matter  of  libel 
legislation.  We  are  now  lagging  behind  the 
other  countries  in  the  matter  of  libel  law ;  and, 
that  being  so,  the  newspapers  of  this  country 
axe  fairly  and  honestly  entitled  to  the  amount 
of  protection  that  I  ask  for  them  by  the  placing 
of  this  Bill  on  the  statute-book.  We  have 
journals  in  New  Zealand  of  which  we  have 
every  reason  to  be  proud.  There  may  be  some 
persons  who  have  been  severely  handled  at 
various  times  by  newspapers;  but  that  is  a 
thing  that  will  happen  to  both  sides  of  the 
House,  and  it  is  necessary  sometimes  that  we 
should  suffer  chastisement  inflicted  on  us  by 
the  newspapers.  But  the  mere  fact  of  having 
been  chastised  at  any  time  by  a  newspaper 
should  not  be  sufficient  to  induce  any  honour- 
able member  to  oppose  this  Bill  merely  for 
that  reason. 

Mr.  FISHER.— What  is  then? 

Mr.  CARNGROSS.— I  shall  deal  with  that 
further  on.  I  say,  at  any  rate,  we  have  every 
reason  to  be  proud  of  our  New  Zealand  journals. 
I  do  not  believe  the  newspaper  editors  of  New 
Zealand  abuse  their  position  to  any  greater 
extent  than  do  the  newspaper  owners  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world.  That  our  journals  do 
rank  high  can  be  proved  by  the  fact  that  a 
great  many  of  our  young  journalists  from  New 
Zealand  have  been  selected  to  fill  very  high 
positions  in  other  places.  But  it  is  above  all 
things  necessary  that  we  should  have  a  free 
Press — a  Press  that  may  with  perfect  freedom 
comment  on  ail  matters  of  public  importance, 
and  that  is  all  I  ask  for  in  this  Bill.  When 
I  said  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  free  Pros'*, 
I  stipulated  that  it  should  be  free  to  comment 
on   all    public     matters.      I    know    we   have 
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journalists  in  New  Zealand  who  do  sometimes 
forget  their  high  position,  and  who  descend  to 
comment  on  private  matters.    But  this  Bill 
doos  not  in  any  way  protect  them  in  such  com- 
ments.   They  are  liable  to  punishment  at  the 
present  moment  if  they  descend  to  interfere 
with  private  affairs,  and  they  will  be  liable  to 
the  same  penalty  even  though  this  measure 
should  reach   the  statute-book.      Sir,  we  are 
more  than  ten  years  behind  the  Mother-coun- 
try in  the  matter  of  the  law  of  libel.     The  Bill 
I  have  brought  before  you  to-night  is  almost 
word  for  word  a  transcript  of  the  Englieh  Aot 
of  1888,  and  surely  we,  who  frequf  ntly  pride 
ourselves  on  leading  in  legislation,  should  not 
leave  ourselves  open  to  the  af^peraion  of  being 
so  far  behind  in  a  matter  of  such  vast  import- 
ance connected  with  the  Press,  which  we  all 
owe  so  much  to.    I  am  only  asking  the  House 
to  bring  our  conditix>n  of  affairs  in  libel  mat- 
ters upon    a    par    with    the    English    Act  as 
it    exists    at    the    present    moment.      If    I 
were  to    ask   you   to    copy   the  legislation  of 
the  adjoining  colonies,  such  as  Queensland,  I 
should  be  asking  a  much  greater   measure  of 
protection  than  I  am  asking  for  now ;  but  I 
recognise  it  is  necessary  to  have  some  legisla- 
tion to  define  the  position  of  papers  in  connec- 
tion with  the  libel  law,  and  I  deem  it  wise  not 
to  ask  too  much.    Therefore  I  have  made  the 
Bill  as  simple  as  possible,  in   the  hope  that 
thereby  I  might  disarm  any  previously  formed 
notions  as  regards  the  Bill ;  and  I  believe  I  am 
not  asking  too  much  from  this  House  when  I 
urge  that  it  should  agree  to  the  passing  of  this 
Bill.     Sir,  the  Imperial  Aot,  of  which  this  is 
almost  a  transcript,  passed  through  the  House 
of  Conmions  almost  without  debate.      There 
was  a  little  debate  in  Committee,    bat   the 
second  and  the  third  readings  passed  without 
debate,  because  it  was  fully  recogni'sed  that  it 
was  right  that  newspapers  should  have  a  oer- 
tain  amount  of  protection,  and  not  be  Habla 
to  the  vexatious   and    frivolous   proe«oatians 
they    were  liable  to  prior  to   this  Aot,    and 
that  they  are  now  liable  to  in   this  oolony. 
That  Act,  I  may  tell  you,  was  supported — it  may 
interest  the  Liberals  to  know  this — by  Con- 
servatives   and   Liberals    alike.     It   was  sup- 
ported even  by  Lord  Salisbury,  who  woald  have 
made  the  Bill  more  liberal  and  further  reach- 
ing than  at  present.    He  brought  down  amend- 
ments   which  would  have  further  liberalised 
the  Bill.    This  fact  should  convince  the  House 
that  I  am  not   asking  anything  in    the   way 
of  too  advanced  legislation,  or  legislation  thai 
would  not  be  in    the    interests   of    all    con- 
cerned.   Now,  coming  to  the  Bill  itself,  clause 
2,  I  think,  requires   very  little  explanation. 
It  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  English  Act,  and 
affords  privilege  as  far  as  accurate  reports  of 
Court  proceedings  publicly  heard  are  concerned. 
At  the  present  moment  such  proceedings  are 
not  privileged.     In  Court  proceedings  a  news- 
paper proprietor  may  send  a  reporter  who  may 
in  all  good  faith  bring  a  fair  and  aoonrmte  re- 
port of  what  takes  place,  and   yet  the  pro> 
prietor  would  in  some  cases  be  liable  io  aa 
action    for    libel    for    publishing    an 
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lately  aecnrate  account  of  the  proceedings. 
Surely,  Sir,  it  is  unreasonable  to  ask  that 
matters  should  remain  in  this  position ; 
and  surely  it  is  not  asking  an  unreasonable 
thing  that,  when  a  newspaper  reporter  at- 
tends at  a  properly  constituted  Court  or  a 
meeting,  and  sends  in  a  fair  and  accurate 
report  of  what  takes  place,  reports  of  that 
nature  should  be  privileged,  and  the  proprietor 
shoDld  not  be  placed  in  the  position  of  being 
prosecuted  for  libel.  Clause  8  proceeds  further 
to  define  the  class  of  meetings  the  reports  of 
which  should  be  privileged,  and  here  is  where 
the  only  noticeable  change  occurs,  so  far  as  the 
Imperial  Act  is  concerned.  It  is  not  important, 
but  a  difference  of  phraseology,  which  is  simply 
meant  to  suit  the  conditions  of  the  colony.  In 
the  Imperial  Act  we  have  reference  made  to 
taking  reports  of  vestry  meetings.  School  Boards, 
Boards  of  Quardians,  etcet&ra.  In  this  Bill  the 
phraseology  is  altered  to  meet  the  existing 
condition  of  affairs ;  it  refers  to  meetings  of 
Borough  Councils,  City  Councils,  Education 
Boards,  and  other  local  governing  bodies  such 
as  we  possess  in  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Are  public 
meetings  privileged  in  England  ? 

Mr.  CABNCROSS.— Yes.  Now,  I  believe 
the  discussion  on  this  measure  will  probably 
centre  round  that  portion  of  the  Bill  which 
affords  privilege  to  public  meetings.  I  will 
read  a  portion  of  clause  8  : — 

"  A  fair  and  accurate  report  published  in  any 
newspaper  of  the  proceedings  of  a  public  meet- 
ing (except  where  neither  the  public  nor  any 
newspaper  reporter  is  admitted)  .  .  .  shall 
be  privileged,  unless  it  shall  be  proved  that 
such  report  or  publication  was  published  or 
made  maliciously." 

Further,  it  is  provided  that  the  privilege  does 
not  extend  to  a  newspaper  if  it  has  refused  to 
insert  a  "  reasonable  letter  or  statement  by 
way  of  contradiction  or  explanation  of  such 
report  or  other  publication  " — which  means 
that,  if  a  person  believes  he  has  been  libelled  or 
maligned  by  a  report,  the  newspaper  is  com- 

Selled  to  insert  his  explanation  or  denial  of  the 
bel  contained  therein. 

Mr.  MORKISON.— After  the  libel  has  got 
two  or  three  davs*  start. 

Mr.  CABNCROSS.— Of  course,  the  libel  must 
be  published  before  it  can  be  contradicted; 
but  if  the  editor  or  proprietor  refuses  to  in- 
sert the  explanation  or  contradiction  he  cannot 
be  privileged,  and  is  liable  to  be  prosecuted. 
Then,  it  is  provided  further  that  the  privilege 
is  not  extended  to  the  protection  of  the  publica- 
tion of  any  matter  not  of  any  public  concern, 
aod  the  publication  of  which  is  not  for  the 
public  benefit.  Now,  I  am  going  to  anticipate 
one  argument  that  is  going  to  be  raised  against 
the  Bill.  I  shall  be  told  that,  under  this  Bill, 
some  person  may  employ  another  portion — a 
man  of  straw — to  address  a  public  meeting,  and 
at  that  meeting  malign  and  libel  some  indi- 
vidual, and  I  shall  be  told,  under  this  Bill,  that, 
that  man  being  a  roan  of  straw,  the  libelled 
person  has  no  remedy  against  him  ;  but 
sueh    is    not   the    case.      If    the    statements 


be  makes  touch  private  matters,  **and  are 
not  of  public  concern,  and  the  publication 
of  which  is  not  for  the  public  benefit," 
then  it  is  distinctly  provided  that  the  news- 
paper publishing  that  report  is  sdU  liable  to 
pro-ecution.  I  believe  this  is  a  mos'^  effectual 
reply  to  those  who  would  raise  a  supposititious 
case  of  a  man  being  employed  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  maligning  an  individual.  The  paper 
reporting  such  cases  would  not  be  free  frum 
prosecution.  Now,  I  will  poiot  out  all  the 
conditions  that  an  editor  of  a  newspaper  has  to 
fulfil  before  he  can  claim  the  privil  ge  to  be 
granted  by  this  clause.  He  has  to  prove — (1) 
That  the  meeting  was  a  public  mt^eting;  (2) 
that  it  was  lawfully  convened  ;  (8)  for  a  lawful 
purpose  ;  (4)  and  opf*n  to  the  public  ;  (5)  that 
the  report  was  fair  and  accurat** ;  (6)  and  pub- 
lished without  malice;  (7)  and  that  the  pub- 
lication of  the  matter  was  for  the  public 
benefit ;  and  (8)  after  provius;  all  these  facts  the 
defendant  loses  his  privilege  if  the  plaintiff  or 
prosecutor  can  show  that  he  refused  to  insert  a 
reasonable  letter  of  contradiction.  There  are 
eight  conditions  the  editor  or  proprietor  has  to 
fulfil  before  he  can  claim  the  privilege  we  wish 
granted  under  this  Bill.  Anyone  who  looks  at 
this  in  a  calm  spirit  must  recognise  that  if  a 
man  has  fulfilled  the  conditions  laid  down  in 
this  clause,  it  is  only  fair  and  right  that  he 
should  be  entitled  to  the  privilege  for  which  he 
asks.  I  may  quote  the  words  of  an  eminent 
legal  authority  at  Home  who  is  the  leading 
authority  in  libel  law,  Mr.  W.  Blake  Odgers. 
Commenting  on  this  clause,  he  says,  "It  is 
still,  in  my  opinion,  the  duty  of  an  editor  to 
edit  all  reports  of  public  meetings,  and  excise 
every  matter  that  is  not  of  public  concern, 
and  the  publication  of  which  is  not  for  the 
public  benefit.*'  That  is  the  opinion  of  the 
nighest  authority  I  can  quote  to  the  House  on 
the  law  of  libel  as  it  obtains  at  present  in  the 
Old  Country. 

An  Hon.  Member. — That  is  his  duty,  but 
does  he  do  it  ? 

Mr.  CARNCBOSS.— If  he  does  not  fulfil  his 
duty  he  has  to  suffer  the  consequent  pains  and 
penalties.  The  Premier  may  interject,  *'  Not  as 
the  Bill  stands ;  *'  but,  clever  though  he  may 
be,  I  prefer  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  legal 
authority  I  have  just  quoted  in  prefennce  to 
the  Premier's  opinions  in  this  matter.  li 
members  do  not  approach  this  measure  with 

Ereconceived  hostility  to  it,  I  believe  what  I 
ave  said  and  the  authorities  I  have  quoted 
satisfactorily  prove  the  poBition  that  I  main- 
tain in  connection  with  this  particular  clausp. 
I  say  tibere  is  a  complete  reply  to  those  who 
may  argue  that  under  this  Bill  a  man  of  straw 
may  be  engaged  to  address  a  public  mceing 
and  there  lioel  and  malign  certain  persons,  and 
that  the  papers  may  rt>port  his  speech  with 
impunity.  I  feel  satisfied  that  all  thinking 
persons  will  agree  that  I  have  given  a  complete 
answer  to  that.  Now  I  come  to  clause  4  of  the 
Bill,  which  provides  for  the  consolidation  oi 
actions.  There  have  been  cases  in  which 
by  an  error  a  man  has  been  libelled  in  a 
particular   newspaper ;    that  Ubel   has    been 
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copied  by  a  great  nuiDber  of  other  papers,  and 
the  person  who  was  affected  thereby,  immedi- 
ately on  seeing  it,  brought  actions  for  libel 
against  all  the  papers  far  and  wide.  This 
clause  was  introduced  in  the  Imperial  Act 
owing  to  oircumstanoes  which  have  arisen  in 
England.    The  origin  of  this  clause  in  the  Im- 

?erial  Act  is  traced  to  two  well-known  cases, 
'ucker  versus  Lawson  and  Golledge  versus 
Pyke.  In  those  cases  an  inadvertent  error  crept 
into  a  paper,  it  was  copied  in  good  faith  by 
other  papers,  and  one  of  these  parties,  who 
oon<«idered  he  was  injured  by  this  report,  im- 
mediately instituted  libel  actions  all  round 
ibe  country,  and  proceeded  to  make  a  very 
excellent  living  oat  of  the  damages  done  to  his 
character. 

-  An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — ^That  has  l>een  done 
iiere. 

Mr.  CARNCBOSS— No ;  I  do  not  think  the 
honourable  member  who  interjects  has  got 
the  true  facts  of  the  case  that  I  know  he  refers 
■to,  but  we  shall  probably  hear  something  of 
that  case  before  this  debate  is  over.  I  do  not 
think  that  is  a  proper  state  of  affairs,  nor  do  we 
wish  to  see  such  a  state  of  affairs  obtain  in  New 
Zealand.  This  clause  is  in  the  Imperial  Act. 
It  was  introduced  to  stop  frivolous  and  vexa- 
tious prosecutions,  which  have  been  only  too 
frequent  in  New  Zealand.  We  have  a  case 
which  occurred  in  Wellington.  .  ki  on«  of  the 
Wellington  papers  a  local  appeared — an  ab- 
solutely fair  and  band  fide  looal  —commenting 
on  a  certain  class  of  people  in  this  city  who  are 
looked  upon  as  a  very  great  nuisance,  who  are 
commonly  called  **  spiders."  The  whole  com- 
munity were  quite  m  accord  with  the  senti- 
ment expressed  in  the  looal,  but  an  individual 
affected  thereby  proceeded  to  bring  an  action 
for  libel  against  the  paper.  Of  course,  he  had 
not  a  leg  to  stand  on.  He  had  no  case.  It  was 
bond  fide  criticism.  But,  although  the  paper 
gained  the  case,  nevertheless  they  were  put  to 
▼ery  great  expense  in  defending  the  action. 
Now,  we  wish  to  protect  a  newspaper  from 
frivolous  prosecutions  of  that  kind.  We  wish 
to  give  the  same  amount  of  protection  in  such 
ceases  as  exists  in  the  Old  Country  by  the  Bill 
passed  there  ten  years  ago.  There  was  another 
case — ^in  Dunedin.  In  the  course  of  a  fair  and 
bond  fide  criticism  in  a  paper— not  in  the  lead- 
ing columns,  but  in  an  article  commenting  on 
certain  plans  on  exhibition^one  of  the  re- 
porters commented,  in  a  perfectly  fair  manner, 
npon  certain  designs  exhioited  by  an  architect. 
This  man  thought  he  was  injured  thereby, 
and  proceeded  to  bring  an  action  for  libel. 
He  could  not  find  a  lawyer  in  Dunedin  to 
take  up  the  oaee,  until  at  the  very  last 
moment  one  lawyer  of  very  little  or  no  repu- 
tation took  up  the  case.  He  took  it  up  on 
the  same  conditions  that  the  historical  firm  of 
Dodson  and  Fogg  took  up  cases — on  the 
principle  of  **  Heads  I  win,  tails  the  paper  loses ; 
we  will  go  for  the  paper,  and  if  we  cannot  get 
anythihg  out  of  them  they  cannot  get  anything 
out  of  you."  This  man,  as  in  the  previous  case 
I  have  referred  to,  had  not  a  leg  to  stand  on, 
and  lost  his  case ;  nevertheless  the  paper  was 
Jfr.  Camcrou 


put  to  very  great  expense  in  em plojing  legal 
talent  to  defend  the  case.  That  is  another 
instance  of  a  frivolous  prosecution  such  as  I 
think  the  House  should  protect  newspapers 
from.  I  know  another  instance  where  a 
reporter  copied  a  list  of  bankruptcy  oases.  A 
certain  man's  name  was  included  in  that  lift  as 
being  a  bankrupt.  It  was  a  mistake.  The  paper 
apologised  the  very  next  day.  The  mistake 
was  made  in  this  way :  The  man  was  not 
already  a  bankrupt,  but  an  application  was  being 
made  to  declare  him  a  bankrupt,  and  the  re- 
porter by  mistake  put  in  the  word  **  baokrapt.*' 
That  inadvertent  mistake  led  to  the  threat  of  an 
action  for  libel,  and  the  paper  had  simply  to 
submit  to  blackmail,  as  being  cheaper,  pro- 
bably, than  defending  the  case  in  the  Court 
would  have  been.  I  think  it  is  not  the  opinion 
of  this  House  that  newspapers  should  be  sub- 
jected to  such  a  blackmailing  process.  I  could 
instance  other  oases  of  this  nature —of  frivolous 
prosecutions— but  I  think  the  oases  I  have meo- 
tioned  are  quite  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
measure  whioh  I  am  introducing  shoxdd  receive 
the  support  of  the  House.  I  may  nay  that  in 
not  one  of  these  cases  would  a  Judge  have 
allowed  the  case  to  go  into  Court  if  it  had  come 
before  him  in  Chambers.  I  shall  now  deal  with 
clause  6,  which  I  am  told  ia  an  important 
clause,  and  provides  for  meeting  such  oases  as  I 
have  been  referring  to.     Clause  6  provides, — 

"No  criminal  prosecution  shall  be  com- 
menced against  any  proprietor,  publisher, 
editor,  or  any  person  responsible  for  the  pub- 
lication of  a  newspaper  for  any  libel  pnblidbed 
therein  without  the  order  of  a  Judge  at 
Chambers  being  first  had  and  obtained. 

"  Such  application  shall  be  made  on  notice 
to  the  person  accused,  who  shall  have  an 
opportunity  of  being  heard  against  such  appti- 
oaiion.*' 

I  think  the  instances  I  have  brought  forward 
showing  the  malicious  and  frivolous  proseoa- 
tions  brought  against  newspapers  are  proof  that 
this  clause  should  be  retained.  Once  more  I 
fall  back  upon  the  EnRlish  Act.  This  claose  is 
word  (or  word  in  the  English  Act.  Surely  we 
in  this  colony,  calling  ourselves  Liberals,  pro- 
fessing to  be  led  by  a  Liberal  Premier,  are  not 
to  remain  years  behind  the  age,  and  say  that  we 
are  frightened,  or  that  we  dare  not  allow  the 
same  measure  of  protection  to  newspi^ra  here 
that  is  afforded  to  them  in  the  Old  Country.  If 
you  wish  to  prove  to  me  that  clause  3,  which 
I  know  is  largely  objected  to,  is  too  largely  in 
favour  of  newspapers,  and  unduly  protects  them, 
then  you  must  prove  that  under  that  olaose 
insuperable  difficulties  are  placed  in  tha  way 
of  bringing  libel  actions  in  the  Old  Countiy. 
Libel  actions  are  quite  plentiful  there ;  no  oafl 
finds  any  difficulty  in  bringing  his  grievance 
before  the  Courts  if  he  has  been  libelled.  I 
suppose  honourable  members  aJl  know  that 
Mr.  Labouchere  has  spent  a  fortune  in  defend- 
ing libel  actions  in  spite  of  the  protection  af- 
forded by  the  English  Act.  So  that  I  hope 
honourable  members  will  not  ran  away  with 
the  idea  that,  if  this  clause  is  inserted  in  the 
Bill,  there  will  be  no  opportonity  of  hnngiBg 
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AottODS  for  libel  whan  proper  oaane  exists.  Sir, 
ik  i^  not  the  first  time  that  a  Libel  Bill  has 
been  introduced  into  this  House. 

Mr.  SED  DON. —Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  GARNGROSS.— I  am  glad  to  bear  the 
Premier  say  '*  Hear,  hear,"  for  I  wish  him  to 
recognise  that  that  was  a  far  more  drastic  Bill 
than  this.  A  Bill  affording  far  greater  protec- 
tion to  newspapers  has  been  introduced  in  and 
passed  the  Goanoil  during  the  honourable 
gentleman's  Premiership— I  refer  to  the  Bill 
introduced  by  Sir  Patrick  Buckley.  I  am  nob 
asking  one  tithe  of  the  power  sought  by  that 
Bill 

An  Hon.  Mbubbb.— Or  John  MoKensie's  Bill. 

Mr.  GARNGK03S.— I  am  afraid  that  if  we 
discussed  John  McKenzie's  Bill  it  would  be 
rather  late  bef6re  we  gob  away  to-night.  But 
I  simply  say  that  the  Gouncii  has  previously 
passed  a  Libel  Bill  of  far  wider  reach  than 
this  one — affording  far  greater  protection  to 
newspapers  than  is  afforded  here;  and  I  can- 
not see,  for  the  life  of  me,  why  there  should 
be  any  serious  objection  to  passing  this  mea- 
sure, which,  after  all,  is  only  a  small  in- 
stalment of  juslipe  towards  a  very  honour- 
able profession.  I  believe  this  Bill  is  quite 
necessary.  I  believe  it  is  a  Bill  that  ought 
to  receive  the  support  of  both  sides  of  this 
House.  Now,  Sir,  I  have  a  very  shrewd  idea 
that  I  will  not  have  an  opportunity  of  re- 
plying on  this  Bill  to-night,  therefore  I  shall 
adduce  one  more  argument  that  I  would,  not 
have  adduced  if  I  were  going  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  replying. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — What  is  the  provision  in 
clause  6  for? 

Mr.  0ARNGR03S.— To  prevent  vexatious  and 
frivolous  criminal  prosecutions  being  brought. 
The  Judge  himself  has  to  give  permission  before 
a  criminal  prosecution  can  be  initiated. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — The  decision  rests  with 
the  Judge  ? 

Mr.  0ARN0ROS3.  -Yes. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — It  only  applies  to  crimi- 
nal cases. 

Mr.  CARNGR0S8.— Sir,  I  have  heard  it  said 
that  this  is  a  Bill  that  will  afford  protection  to 
the  rich  man.  I  cannot  possibly  see  how  such 
an  argument  can  be  adduced.  I  think  honour- 
able members,  after  the  discussion  on  the  sub- 
ject in  this  House,  will  see  that  there  is  nothing 
In  it.  There  may  be  a  question  introduced 
hereafter  about  the  newspapers  —  the  rich 
papers,  and  so  forth — but  I  wish  to  point  out 
that,  if  party  is  going  to  be  introduced  into  this 
Argument,  I  say  unhesitatingly  that  it  is  the 
Liberal  Press  of  this  colony  that  needs  pro- 
tection far  more  than  any  other  portion  of  the 
Pmss.  Sir,  it  is  the  Oonservative  Press  in 
■New  Zealand  that  is  owned  by  the  wealthiest 

fortion  of  the  community.  It  is  principally 
y  the  smaller  papers,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
that  the  Liberal  members  in  this  House  are 
supported ;  and  I  think,  Sir,  that  this  is  a  fair 
reason  for  this  measure  of  protection  being 
given  to  them.  I  am  sure  you  will  find  that 
the  Liberal  Press  of  this  colony  calls  for  this 
measure  of  protection  just  as  much  as  do  the 


Conservative  papers  of  the  colony.  Sir,  with 
every  confidence  that  this  Bill  will  receive  the 
fair  consideration  of  this  House,  with  every 
confidence  that  it  is  a  fair  and  reasonable  Bill, 
and  a  Bill  that  will  be  supported  by  those  who 
call  them^ielves  Liberals,  I  now  submit  it  to  the 
House.  I  trust  that  it  will  receive  a  fair  dis- 
cussion, and  not  be  shelved  as  I  have  heard  it 
posNibly  may  be. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wellington  Gity).— Sir,  of 
course  this  is  not  said  offensively,  for  it  would 
be  impossible  for  any  member  of  this  House 
to  say  anything  offensive  of  the  member  for 
the  Taieri— he  is  too  greatly  respected;  but 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  the  honourable 
gentleman's  speech  was  very  specious  in 
character,  for  it  Rtudiously  kept  out  of  view 
the  dark  demon  who  lurks  beoejith  the  clauses 
of  this  Bill.  The  speech  was  an  admirable 
sample  of  special  pleading  right  through, 
devised  in  the  interests  of  a  particular  class 
of  journalism — and  I  differentiate  there,  as 
will  be  observe],  batween  journals  and  jour- 
nals; for  there  is  a  class  of  journals  in  this 
colony,  as  tbere  is  in  every  other  country, 
which  needs  and  ask^  for  no  protection  of  tbis 
kind.  \8  the  Standing  Orders  limit  us  to 
time,  I  shall  at  once  proceed  to  business.  Sir, 
I  take  advantage  of  the  first  available  oppor- 
tunity to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  House 
a  matter  personal  to  myself.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  last  ssssion  the  House  sat  until  the 
6th  November,  and  three  days  after  —  the 
doors  of  Parliament  had  scarcely  closed — the 
New  Zealand  Times  published  two  articles,  one 
headed  "The  Abuse  of  Privilege,"  the  other 
'*  Parliamentary  Politeness." 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — Both  libellous. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Yes,  they  are  both  libellous ; 
but  I  will  come  to  that  view  of  the  matter  pre- 
sently. These  articles,  in  addition  to  making  a 
general  charge  against  this  Parliament  as  a 
Parliament,  contained  a  particular  and  virulent 
attack  upon  myself.  First,  on  the  9th  Novem- 
ber, the  first  article  said, — 

'*  The  deterioration  of  Parliament,  both  as  to 
personnel  and  capacity  for  the  discharge  of 
legislative  duties,  is  firmly  believed  in  by  many 
who,  in  the  common  affairs  of  life,  generally 
survey  things  with  a  critical  eye." 

Again,— 

**  In  abusing  its  privileges  the  present  Parlia- 
ment and  its  predecessor  show  a  painful  de- 
terioration." 

Again,— 

**  It  has  become  the  practice  now  for  mem- 
bsrs  to  intersperse  their  oratory  in  the  House 
with  gross  personalities." 

I  interpret  these  statements  as  a  gross  reflec- 
tion upon  the  Speaker  of  this  House.  Then, 
further  on,  after  referring  to  one  or  two  very 
minor  incidents  of  the  session,  and  in  order  to 
reach  the  real  point  of  attack,  this  artiole 
says,— 

"  What  satisfaction  did  it  afford  Mr.  George 
Fisher  to  speak  of  a  well-known  journalist  as 
a  *  drunken  swashbuckler '  ?  " 

Now,  the  evident  malice,  the  evident  spite  of 
the  writer  of  this  article  is  clearly  shown  there. 
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beoanBe  that  exproBfion  was  usecl  bv  me  in  a 

SreviouB  sesbion  in  reference  to  a  person  who 
ad  syBUmatically  vilified  me  and  others  in 
all  the  Conservative  newspapers  of  the  colony, 
for  which  service  he  received  £3  a  week  from 
a  certain  political  body  in  this  city.  I  thought 
that  phrase  was  long  since  dead  and  buried, 
having  been  made  use  of  so  long  ago ;  but  it  is 
raked  np  from  the  dead  past,  as  if  it  had  been 
used  last  session,  solely  in  order  to  form  the 
groundwork  of  an  attack  upon  me.  Then, 
after  referring  to  a  few  more  minor  incidents 
of  the  proceedings  of  last  session,  the  article 
goes  on  to  say, — 

**  These  are  f  ome  of  ihe  samples  of  the  abuse 
of  the  parliamentary  privilege  which  have  de- 
graded the  Representative  Chamber." 

This,  again,  is  an  attack  not  upon  me  alone, 
but  upon  aU  the  members  of  this  Parliament. 
Then,  the  fecond  article,  of  the  11th  November, 
contains  the  statement  that  **  Mr.  Fisher  was 
one  of  the  most  flagrant  transgresBors  in  this 
respect."  Kow,  Sir,  my  term  of  office  as  a 
member  of  Parliament  extends  over  a  pericd  of 
fifteen  years,  and  I  have  never  throughout 
4hat  long  period  been  named  or  censured 
for  disoiderl>  conduct  by  any  Speaker  who  has 
eat  in  that  cbair.  It  is  wdl  known  the  world 
over  that  there  are  well-conducted  journals 
which  neither  need  nor  ask  for  such  protection 
as  is  asked  for  in  this  Bill,  and  there  is  the 
higher  class  of  journalist  who  would  not  dream 
of  af>king  for  puch  protection.  The  claf  s  and 
character  of  his  work  soars  above  it,  and  scorns 
it.  But  there  is  another  class  of  journali^t, 
such  as  those  spoken  of  by  Grant  Allen  in  **  Miss 
Cay  ley's  Adventures,"  in  the  Strand  Maganne 
for  February,  and  of  this  class  Grant  Alien 

"  Imagination,  ill-developed  in  the  English 
race,  seems  to  concentrate  itself  in  the  lower 
order  of  journalists." 

And  then,  Sir,  I  may  give  here  one  other  apt 
quotation  from  the  London  Spectator ^  one  of 
the  most  refined  journals  published  in  the 
Bnglish  language.    It  is  this : — 

'*  Writers  of  genius  have  for  the  last  two 
centuries  alwa}  s  had  as  much  freedom  as  they 
care  to  take.  It  is  only  the  literary  garbage- 
monger  ^ho  fhrieks  out  against  the  restrictions 
very  properly  imposed  on  the  manner  in  which 
he  hawks  his  malodorous  wares." 

Now,  Sir,  let  us  go  back  to  the  proceedings  of 
last  session,  and  see  who  the  real  culprits  were, 
and  to  whom  the  criticism  of  the  New  Zealand 
Times  should  have  been  directed,  instead  of 
making  a  foul  and  malicious  attack  on  me. 
On  the  23rd  August  [HaTtsard,  Volume  103, 
page  88)  Mr.  Pirani  was  adjudged  guilty  of 
disorderly  conduct,  ordered  to  withdraw  from 
the  House,  and,  after  the  Premier  had  moved 
the  usual  motion  of  censure,  he  apologized 
to  the  House.  There  is  no  mention  of 
that  incident  in  these  articles.  On  the 
26th  August  Mr.  Tajlor,  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (Volume  103,  page  209),  was 
named,  ordered  to  withdraw,  and  apologized, 
the  Premier  saying,  "  I  ask  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  to  help  me ;  or  is  this  House  going 

Mr.  Fish&r 


to  be  a  dtpgraoe  to  the  colony  ?  "  There  ia 
no  mention  of  that  disgraceful  scene  in 
these  articles.  On  the  Slnt  October  Mr.  R. 
McKenz'O  was  suspended  for  one  week,  apolo- 
gized, and  was  reinstated  in  his  place  in  this 
House.  There  is  no  mention  of  that  occur- 
rence in  these  articles.  Then  let  us  calmly 
study  the  language  used  by  the  member  for 
Duncdin  City  (Mr.  Scohie  Mackenzie)  in  his 
speech  on  the  Financial  Statement  of  last 
session.  Speaking  of  the  Government,  he  used 
thcRe  choice  and  elegant  phrases :  (1.)  '*  Their 
audacious  and  odious  falsification  of  the  Publio 
Accounts."  This  is  polite.  (2.1  **  It  is  a  de- 
liberate system  of  imposture."  This  is  gentle- 
manly. (3.)  ''Their  brazen  audacity."  This 
is  polite.  (4.)  "  Their  foulness  and  corruption.'* 
This  is  gentlemanly. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  did  not  say 
that.  I  made  use  of  no  such  expression  as 
applied  to  the  men. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  ask  honourable  members 
to  read  your  speech.  It  we  were  to  accept  the 
honourable  gentleman's  denials  of  everything 
he  has  said  m  the  House,  there  would  not  be  a 
single  speech  of  his  remaining  in  Hansard,  be- 
cause he  denies  them  all.  But  this  is  not  half 
the  honourable  gentleman's  choice  langusga. 
He  goes  on:  (5.)  '* Their  immorality  and  mtal- 
administration."  This  is  polite.  "(6.)  "The 
atmosphere  is  fetid  with  corruption."  This  is 
gentlemanly.  (7.)  "What  can  one  think  of  a 
Government  so  sunk  in  venality  ?  "  This  is 
polite.  (8.)  "  The  Government — the  poisonous 
vapours  that  envelope  it."  This  is  gentlemanly. 
(9.)  "  The  moral  slough  into  which  the  colony 
has  sunk  during  the  last  six  or  seven  years." 
This  is  polite.  (10.)  '*  They  Fprke  of  their  sdo- 
cessful  finance,  just  as  a  scoundrel  who  had 
amafscd  a  large  fortune  might  say  that  his 
finance  had  teen  successful."  This  is  very 
gentlemanly.  Thin,  then,  is  the  language  of 
the  dignified  and  cultured  Mr.  Scohie  Mackenzia. 
Now,  Sir,  is  it  not  remarkable  that  there  is 
not  the  least  reference  to  this  scurrilouR  Ian- 
gua(,e  in  either  of  these  articles?  But  that  s>ngte 
expression  of  mine  which  I  used  in  a  previoos 
sesBicn,  and  which  I  have  already  quoted,  is  un- 
earthed, revived,  and  sent  forth  to  ihe  public 
with  a  view  to  damage  me,  as  if  it  had  been 
used  by  me  in  the  particular  session  which  these 
articles  criticize.  I  say  there  was  ample  justi- 
fication at  the  time  for  the  employment  of  the 
phrase  which  I  u£ed.  Kow,  to  show  whether 
it  in  just  to  charge  me  with  being  **aflagraDt 
transgressor,"  I  will  quote  what  I  said  last 
sesf^ion  in  connection  with  these  two  incidents 
of  Messrs.  Pirani  and  Taylor.  Speaking  of  the 
Taylor  incident,  on  the  25th  August  {Hansard^ 
Volume  103,  page  220).  I  said  :~ 

*'  Time  i^as,  Sir,  w^en  it  was  an  honour  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Parliament  of  New  Zea- 
land. That  time  has  pasted,  I  fear,  never  to 
rt  turn.  I  have  been  in  this  Hou.se  for  twenty- 
seven  years,  half  of  that  time  sis  an  officer  of 
the  House,  and  half  the  time  as  a  member  of 
the  House,  but  I  never  in  my  long  exterience 
of  this  Parliament  li.^tened  to  such  a  degrading 
and  diRgraceful  speech  as  we  have  been  com- 
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pelled  to  liRten  to  to-night.  I  have  been  a  wit- 
ness to  the  proceedings  of  all  the  Parliaments 
from  Domett  onward  —  Domett,  Fox,  Fitz- 
herb^rt,  Featherston,  Stafford,  Weld,  Vogel, 
Ball&noe,  Stout — bat  I  never  in  all  my  long  ex- 
perience was  present  in  this  Parliaroent  at  sach 
a  lamentable  and  degrading  scene  as  I  have 
been  a  witness  to  this  evening.  Oh,  for  our 
old  Parliament,  with  its  high  reputation,  and 
its  Rentlrmanly  and  decorous  conduct !  *' 

Mv  desire  was,  and  always  has  been,  to  uphold 
the  dignity  and  the  honour  of  this  Parliament ; 
but  the  writer  of  this  article  has  twisted  and 
distorted  my  whole  action,  the  underlying 
object  being  to  make  a  special,  pointed,  and 
znalicions  attack  upon  me. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  see  the  bearing  of 
these  remarks  on  the  Libel  Bill. 

Mr.  FISHBB.— I  hold,  Sir,  that  these  two 
articles  are  a  libel  on  me,  and  I  wish  to  show, 
as  the  speeches  I  am  now  quoting  show,  that 
I  have  always  endeavoured  to  maintain  the  dig- 
nity of  Parliament.  Take  another  case.  When 
Mr.  Roderick  McKenzie  returned  to  thin  Houac 
after  his  suspeneion,  I  said  (Hansard^  Volume 
105.  page  674),— 

'*  I  agree  that  the  sentence  was  severe.  It  is 
a  sentence  which  none  of  us,  I  am  f^ure,  would 
wish  to  pass  upon  any  brother  member;  but  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  Mr.  Speaker  took  the  only 
coun^e  open  to  him.  It  was  a  proper  and  a 
dignified  course.  I  was  present  and  witnessed 
the  whole  incident,  and  I  say  the  dignity  of 
Parliament  mn»t  be  maintained,  whether  the 
offending  member  be  Mr.  McKenzie,  Mr.  Fisher, 
or  anybody  else." 

Now,  Sir,  I  have  said  many  times  in  this 
House  that  nothing  would  ever  induce  me  to 
beg'U  a  libel  action  against  any  newspaper  (see 
Hansard,  Volume  70-71,  page  522),  for  in  a  libel 
suit  the  next  thing  to  being  the  loser  is  to  be 
the  winner.  But,  for  m>  own  satisfaction,  I  did 
refer  these  articles,  which  appeared  in  the  New 
Zealand  TimeSf  to  a  fri<*nd  of  mine,  a  member 
of  this  House,  who  is  in  constant  attendance 
at  all  its  proceedings,  and  the  answer  X  received 
from  him  was  this : — 

*'(!.)  The  impression  created  on  my  mind 
by  the  articles  is  that  the  facts  do  not  justify 
the  language  used,  and  therefore  the  false  state- 
ments are  malicious  and  defamatory.  (2.)  I 
say  you  had  not  at  any  time  during  the  session 
nterspersed  your  oratory  in  the  House,  while 
I  was  present,  with  gross  personalities.  (3.)  I 
would  abfsoiutely  dissent  from  the  statement 
that  you  were  a  flagrant  transgressor." 

Then,  another  matter.  At  the  end  of  the 
firpt  article  the  writer  says, — 

"  We  wish  it  were  possible  for  members  of 
Parliament  to  realise  that  they  are  expected  to 
act  as  gentlemen  ;  there  might  be  then  a  better 
tone  exhibited  in  parliamentary  debates." 

This  is  dc  Hcious,  coming  f com  such  gentle- 
men. Let  me  read  an  extract  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Institute  of  Journalists,  to  show 
how  these  gentlemen  comport  themselves  when 
in  their  own  particular  lair.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Institute  on  the  Srd  March,  1897,  Mr.  J. 
Wilkie  moved, — 


'*  Tliat  any  member  who,  in  any  newspaper 
article  or  criticism,  may  refer  to  any  other 
member  in  offensive  or  opprobrious  terms- 
shall  be  held,  if  the  charge  is  substantiated,  to 
be  guilty  of  an  offence,  which,  on  being  re* 
ferred  to  the  council,  shall  be  dealt  with  by 
fine,  suspension,  or  expulsion,  as  the  council 
may  deem  fit." 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Charles  Earle,  and 
a  rather  animated  discussion  ensued.  Well, 
now,  that  puts  it  very  prettily.  **  An  animated! 
dii^cussion  1"  It  was  indeed  an  animated 
discussion.  It  was  **  the  devil  take  the 
hindmost"  to  get  out  of  the  way.  All  the 
rulers,  legs  of  chairs,  et  cetera^  were  brought 
into  play  to  enforce  the  arguments  of  those- 
who  differed  with  *'  the  other  fellow."  Then, 
an  amendment  wai  moved  by  Mr.  E.  J.  LeGrove,. 
to  the  following  effect : — 

*'  That  the  members  of  this  branch  of  tho 
Joumalists'  Institute  have  noticed  with  rfgret 
personal  and  offensive  attacks  which  have  beeni 
made  upon  members  by  co-workers  in  the  field 
of  journalism,  end  stronglv  deftrecates  sucb 
attacks  by  members  upon  fellow-members." 

The  amendmeni  was  carried,  and  then  the 
Institute  calmed  itself  down  and  did  a  little 
business ; — 

"  The  treasurer  reported  that  there  were  a 
number  of  members  considerably  in  arrear  with 
their  subscriptions,  and  it  was  decided  that 
the  treasurer  should  notify  these  members 
that  extreme  measures  would  be  taken  unleaa 
they  paid  their  arrears." 

And  these  are  the  gentlemen  of  the  great 
journalistic  guild  who  take  upon  themselvea 
to  lecture  members  of  Parliament  on  matters 
of  dignity  and  gentlemanly  conduct.  That- 
concludes  what  I  have  to  say  with  regard  to> 
the  attack  of  the  New  Zealand  Tttnes  upon 
myself,  but  I  wish  to  add  that  I  am  glad  to- 
leam  from  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  now 
control  the  paper  under  a  new  rigime  that 
no  personalities  will  in  future  be  allowed  to  ap- 
pear in  its  columns.  Now,  Sir,  let  us  come 
to  the  Bill  itself.  Throughout  it  is  a  Bill  to 
afford  more  protection  to  the  newspapers  of  the- 
country,  as  if  they  had  not  sufficient  protection> 
already.  I  wish  to  guard  myself  by  saying  that. 
I  draw  a  wide  distinction  between  the  news- 
papers of  the  colony  as  a  whole  and  the  news- 
papers  of  Wellington.  In  Wellington,  if  yon 
are  a  wealthy  man,  or  if  you  have  influential 
connections,  you  may  be  permitted  to  explain< 
yourself  in  the  newspapers ;  but  if  you  are  not 
a  wealthy  man,  or  if  you  have  no  influential 
connections,  you  may  expect  to  receive  nothing 
in  the  nature  of  fair-play.  I  once  read  in  a 
book  an  epitaph  placed  over  the  grave  of  a  msA 
noted  for  his  sycophancy.  This  is  how  it  ran : 
'*  He  spent  his  life  in  going  to  the  rescue 
of  the  strongest."  And  so  do  the  Wellington 
newspapers.  Now,  Sir,  this  is  a  Bill  to  give 
the  newspapers  of  this  country  agr*  ater  power 
than  they  cilready  possess,  and  Goodness  knows 
they  posEess  sufficient  power  now.  If  you 
answer  any  allecaticns  or  statement  made  by 
the  newspapers  nere  you  get  no  semblance  of 
fair-play.     It  does  not  matter  how  injurious 
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a  statement  may  be,  if  you  write  a  contra- 
diotion  or  ezplanatioa  your  letter, — I  do  not 
trouble  any  longer  myself  to  reply  to  them, — 
your  letter  is  held  ovtr  until  the  lie  has  had  a 
-start  of  four  or  five  days,  and  if  your  letter 
appears  at  all  it  appears  in  a  mutilated 
form  and  in  the  back  columns  of  the  paper, 
where  not  one  person  in  fifty  is  likely  to 
«ee  it.  That  is  what  is  called  justice.  Now, 
Sir,  I  have  moved  in  the  direction  of  afford- 
ing protection  to  those  to  whom  access  to  the 
•columns  of  the  newspapers  is  denied.  I  have 
put  on  the  Supplementary  Order  Paper  notice 
of  these  two  new  clauses  : — 

**  7.  As  soon  as  possible  after  the  attention  of 
the  proprietor,  editor,  or  publisher  of  any  news- 
paper has  been  directed  to  the  publication  of  an 
injurious  or  defamatory  statement  contained 
in  any  paragraph,  leading  article,  or  subhead- 
ing article  appearing  in  such  newspaper,  he 
shall,  if  requested  so  to  do  by  the  person  or 
persons  injuriously  affected,  and  subject  to  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  ten  pounds  for  non- 
•compliance  with  the  provisions  of  this  clause, 
publish,  in  a  part  of  the  newspaper  equally 
prominent  to  that  in  which  the  injurious  or 
defamatory  statement  appeared,  and  in  type 
not  less  conspicuous  than  that  in  which  the 
report  or  other  publication  complained  of  ap- 
peared, an  answer,  denial,  or  explanation  of  the 
aforesaid  injurious  or  defamatory  statement. 

**  8.  In  any  action  against  a  proprietor,  editor, 
or  publisher  for  the  publication  of  a  libel  con- 
tained in  what  purports  to  be  a  letter  from  a 
correspondent  to  a  newspaper,  the  defendant, 
or  each  of  the  defendants  if  there  be  more  than 
one,  shall,  on  application  to  the  Court  in  that 
behalf,  disclose  on  affidavit  the  true  name  and 
address  oi  such  correspondent." 

Sir,  I  am  (juite  aware  that  if  my  proposal 
hecomes  law  it  will  cause  the  instantaneous 
-death  of  a  few  newspaper  emperors  from  shock 
to  the  system,  but  at  the  same  time  it  will  prove 
a  costless  and  effectual  guard  against  either 
occasional  or  systematic  misrepresentation ; 
because,  even  in  the  case  of  the  mildest-man- 
nered journalist,  who  would  not  think  of  resort- 
ing to  the  suggestio  falsi,  trade  instinct  forces 
him  into  the  suppressio  vert  when  he  is  hard- 
pressed.  It  is  an  error  to  suppose  that  I  have 
a  standing  grievance  against  the  Press.  I  differ 
only  with  those  newspaper  writers  who  believe 
themselves  to  be,  in  temporal  power,  co-equid 
with  the  Czar  of  Russia,  or  any  other  of  the 
.greatest  earthly  potentates.  I  have,  I  believe, 
a  very  correct  conception  of  the  functions  and 
status  of  a  newspaper  writer  and  of  a  news- 
paper, and  I  propose  to  show  what  a  great  au- 
thority in  England  says  upon  the  subject.  At 
'  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  House  of  Oommons 
Committee  on  the  Libel  Bill,  Mr.  W.  B.  B. 
Rodwell,  Q.C.,  in  the  chair,  Sir  Albert  Rollit 
was  the  witness  when  the  following  examina- 
tion took  place : — 

"Are  you  solicitor  to  the  Yorkshire  News- 
paper Society  ? — I  am. 

"How  is  that  Society  constituted ?— It  is 
formed  of  the  proprietors  of  all  leading  journals 
in  Yorkshire. 
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"What  number  does  that  represent?— Pn^ 
bably  about  thirty  or  forty  journals,  including, 
for  instance,  the  Leeds  Mercury,  the  Torkshis 
Posit  the  Eastern  Morning  News,  and  otha 
journals  of  a  similar  character. 

"  And  representing  different  shades  and  classai 
of  politics  ? — All  classes  of  politics. 

**  I  believe  you  come  here  as  representing  that 
association  ? — I  do ;  but  I  more  especially  give 
evidence  on  behalf  of  the  Provincial  Newspaper 
Society,  which  consists  of  a  great  number  of  the 
provincial  journals  in  Great  Britain,  nambex- 
ing  in  all  about  twelve  hundred,  of  which  up- 
wards of  six  hundred  are  represented  in  ihs 
Society. 

"  And  are  you  to  that  extent  the  mouthpiece 
of  that  six  hundred  ? — 1  have  been  requested 
to  represent  the  Society  here  to-day,  and  to 
afford  information  to  ttie  Committee.  I  maj, 
perhaps,  mention  that  the  Society  aided  in  pan- 
ing  Lord  Campbell's  Act,  and  I  have  here  the 
original  minutes.*' 

This  determines  the  status  of  Sir  Albert 
Rollit,  and  his  right  to  speak  on  behalf  of  the 
Provincial  Newspaper  Society  of  Englani. 
Now  see,  from  the  following  evidenoe  which 
he  gives,  whether  we  are  ten  years  behind  ttae 
age,  as  the  member  for  the  Taieri  says.  Tbn 
witness  was  asked, — 

"  Can  you  suggest  any  means  of  protecting  or 
compensating  a  person  who  might  feel  binuelf 
aggrieved  by  the  introduction  of  any  matter  in 
a  newspaper  report?— I  think  there  oaghttobs 
protective  provision,  and  that  he  ought  to  have 
the  right,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  have  in- 
serted, in  a  prominent  part  of  the  paper  (quite 
as  prominent  as  that  in  which  the  atutok  opoo 
him  occurred)  an  explanation  or  oontradiotico, 
without  the  addition  of  any  unfair  editorial 
note  or  comment. 

"  Do  you  mean  an  explanation  given  by  the 
party  aggrieved?— By  the  party  himaelL  He 
ought  to  have  the  right  of  access  to  tbe  neva 
paper  for  that  purpose." 

Now,  Sir,  that  is  the  opinion  of  Sir  Albeit 
Rollit,  one  of  the  greatest  authorities  on  te 
libel  law  of  England,  and  who,  as  he  says 
himself  in  his  evidenoe,  is  oounael  for  twelve 
hundred  provincial  newspapers  In  Bngland.  I 
framed  my  new  clauses,  which  I  have  just  zesd 
to  the  House,  upon  the  evidenoe  he  gave  befocs 
the  House  of  Commons  Committee,  and  I  hold 
that  the  same  protection  ought  to  be  afforded  to 
any  person  in  this  colony  as  is  afforded  to  him 
in  fengland.  But,  then,  the  ethios  of  joamslism 
in  England  and  in  New  Zealand  difler  so  ma- 
terially. A  first-class  newspaper  io  Kni^sad 
would  never  think  of  denying  a  person  n- 
fiected  upon  the  right  of  reply  or  explanatioB 
in  its  columns.  But  here— and  I  olaim  to  be 
as  old  and  as  experienced  a  journalist  as  saj 
in  this  city— here  the  practice— not  the  pria- 
oiple,  because  there  is  no  principle  in  it — a  to 
deny  a  man  upon  whom  an  unjust  refleetioa  hii 
been  cast  the  possibility  of  refuting  any  ehaige 
or  reflection  cast  upon  him.  And  to  say  nm 
newspapers  as  we  have  here  are  to  eontinss 
to  he  allowed  to  vilify  people  who  have  oo 
fair  chance  to  defend  themselves,  and  tiiat  thsy 
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V6  to  bave  the  Additional  power  proposed  to  be 
giTen  to  them  under  this  cill,  is  asking  a  little 
4oo  maoh.  My  mode  of  answer  is  this :  When 
people  ask,  "  Why  do  you  not  answer  this  or 
that ? "  I  just  say,  "Let  them  bave  their  nine 
months  during  the  reoess.  Let  them  have  their 
fling.  My  turn  will  oome  when  Parliament 
sica,  and  I  will  then  return  blow  for  blow." 
Well,  I  have  spoken  of  tbe  wealthy  and  in- 
fluential people  who  control  the  newspapers 
in  this  town.  They  remind  me  of  a  wealthy, 
ingenious  fellow  who,  while  professing  great 
large- heartedness  and  generous  feeling  to  all 
and  sundry,  still  kept  a  firm  control  of  the 
newspapers.  It  was  Phil  Fadge  who,  in  his 
letters  to  his  brother,  says,— 

Ood  knows  I  love,  to  ev'n  excess, 
The  sacred  freedom  of  the  Press, 
My  only  aim's  to  crash  the  writers. 

It  is  so  here.    I  have  never  quarrelled  with  the 

working  staff  of  any  newspaper.    But  the  man 

who   writes    to  order — the    man  who  has  to 

write  whatever  he  is  told  to  write—he  is  the 

man  with  whom  I  shall  ever  have  a  standing 

quarrel.    And,  strange  to  pay,  although  I  have  a 

standing  qaarrel  with  this  olass  of  journalist, 

that  consideration  never  seems  to  have  affected 

me  very  injuriously,  for,  although  I  am  always 

bitterly  opposed  by  these  newspapers,  I  am  still 

here.     Tneir  adverse  criticism  never  seems  to 

itffect  my  seat  in   this  House.    Sir,  I  hardly 

anderstand  what  the  honourable  member  for  the 

Taieri  meant  by  saying  that,  in  regard  to  the 

libel  law,  this  oolony  is  more  than  ten  years 

behind    t^e   Mother- country.      I  think   more 

latitude  is  afforded  to  the  newspaper  Press  of 

tiiis  country  than  of  any  other  country  in  the 

vrorld.  Act  or  no  Act.      Without  an  Act   of 

U  30    ^'^^^i'^Q^^^^    ^^^^   M   ^^^3  ^^®7  ^f^^- 
'  tonly  assail  people— people  who  will 

not   go  to  the  trouble  of  taking  legal  steps 

B^poinst  them.    The  only  thing  to  be  aone  is  to 

So  as  I  do  myself— take  no  notice  of  them,  ex- 

oept  when  you  mean  to  chastise  them  with 

iome  effect.    The  member  for  Taieri  said  some- 

bliliig  about  the  persecution  to  which  news- 

Mbpers  are  subjected.     Why,  look  at  the  bun- 

jbreds  of  poor  wretches  who,  even  if  they  have 

h    little  mone^  which  they  do  not  want   to 

iq^ixander  in  libel  actions,  do  not  possess  the 

^'wer   of  the  pen  to  answer  these  newspaper 

iditora.    They  are  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  these 

leiwspaper  emperors.      But  Sir  Albert  BoUit 

wk^s  tbat  an  explanation,  or  refutation,  or  an- 

'V^or,  or  whatever  you  call  it,  by  any  person 

jssetiled  by  a  newspaper  shall  be  inserted  in 

l&tffet  paper  in  a  place  as  prominent  as  that  in 

rlmich  the  original  misrepresentation  appeared, 

■md   that  it  shall  appear  without  footnote  or 

onaxnent  by  the  editor.     Here  in  Wellington 

oxa  cannot  write  to  these  papers  on  fair  terms. 

S<w0n  if  they  insert  a  letter  from  some  person 

'1b o  has  been  assailed  it  is  usually  accompanied 

pr  0ome  impertinent  footnote.    Again,  there  is 

ca    extremely  dangerous  provision  in  this  Bill. 

1b.  0  newspapers  are  to  be  permitted  to  publish 

s    privilegea  matter  statements  made  on  public 

Lflb  ^forms  by  persons  who  might  make  disgrace- 

il     and  defamatory  statements ;    and  I  noticed 


that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  careful 
to  anticipate  any  argument  upon  that  point, 
because,  as  he  said,  he  would  probably  have  no 
opportunity  to  reply  to-night  to  the  discussion 
on  the  Bill.  There,  of  course,  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  perfectly  right,  but  I  think  he 
was  wrong  when  he  saia  it  was  not  at  all  likely 
that  men  of  straw  would  be  paid  to  go  on  the 
stage  to  make  disgraceful  statements  regard- 
ing public  men.  He  has  justly,  I  take  It,  a 
deservedly  high  opinion  of  the  people  of  the 
Taieri,  among  whom  he  lives,  and  of  the  pcDple 
of  Duoedin,  among  whom  he  associates,  but  if 
he  knew  anything  of  the  machinations  of  a 
high-toned  gang  who  live  in  this  city  I  think 
he  would  very  materially  alter  his  opinion  on 
that  point.  Why,  they  would  think  nothing 
here  of  giving  a  man  £10  to  go  on  the  stage 
at  the  Opera  House  or  elsewhere  and  make  vil- 
lednous  statements,  which  would  be  published 
as  privileged  reports  in  the  newspapers,  and 
the  persons  so  unjustly  assailed  would  have  no 
remedy  whatever  against  them.  I  hope  this 
clause,  which  only  shows  how  far  newspaper 
assurance  will  go,  will  be  struck  out.  Not 
satisfied  with  the  powers  asked  for  in  the 
clauses  relating  to  civil  actions,  the  editor  or 
proprietor  is  to  be  free  from  criminej  prosecu- 
tion. Now,  if  I  ever  did  enter  upon  a  libel  pro- 
secution it  would  be  a  criminal  prosecution. 

A  Hon.  Mbmbeb.— Yon  never  will. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Well,  that  would  be  the  ex- 
ception to  my  rule.  But  to  take  away  that 
right,  that  last  remedy,  that  last  bulwark,  that 
last  protection  of  the  humblest  as  well  as  of 
the  highest  in  this  country — not  to  have  the 
right  to  punish  persons  criminally  who  publish 
villainous  libels— is  to  me  an  astounding  pro* 
posal.  Not  to  have  the  right  to  pnt  him  in  the 
dock  for  that  t    I  say  it  is  monstrous. 

Mr.  OARNOROSS. —The  Bill  does  not 
say  so. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  Bill  does  say  so.  Well, 
Sir,  I  have  opposed  this  Bill,  and  similar  Bills, 
for  very  many  years  in  this  House,  and  I  shall 
oppose  this  Bill  to  the  very  utmost  of  my 
power,  because  I  say  the  journalism  of  this  oiW 
is  not  fair  journalism.  Let  it  be  understood 
I  do  not  apply  that  accusation  to  newspapers 
published  m  other  parts  of  the  colony  —  in 
Dunedin,  or  Ghristchurch,  or  Auckland.  Are 
the  newspapers  in  those  cities  conducted  as 
the  Wellington  newspapers  are  conducted  ?  I 
sa^  No.  Those  newspapers  are  guided  by  higher 
principles ;  a  man  gets  justice  there,  no  matter 
to  what  creed  of  politics  he  belongs.  Take  the 
Otago  Daily  Tinus,  There  is  no  fairer  paper 
in  the  world.  It  may  attack  von  legitimately 
from  its  own  point  of  view,  but  it  permits  a 
person  attacked  to  furnish  an  answer.  So  with 
the  Auckland  Herald;  so  with  the  Ohrist- 
ohurch  papers.  But  here  there  is  no  possi- 
bility of  any  answer  to  any  charge  that  may 
be  made.  There  is  that  wide  distinction, 
as  Grant  Allen  says,  between  the  two  classes 
of  joumalisw  —  the  worthy  and  the  unworthy. 
The  Press  we  know  to  be  a  great,  a  potent 
engine    in    the    furtherance    of    every   good 
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oauflB ;  bat,  as  there  are  the  two  dasaes  of 
joamalists,  I  say  that  this  BiU  is  not  oecea 
saiy  for  the  protection  of  the  higher  clara 
of  jotirr  als,  bat  it  is  necessary,  as  Qiant  Allen 
says,  for  the  protection  of  the  class  of  jour- 
nalists of  whom  he  speaks  in  the  Febraary 
number  of  the  Strand  macasine. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MAGK£MZI£  (Donedin  City). 
— Sir,  I  think  it  is  a  great  pity  and  a  thing 
▼ery  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  honoarable 
gentleman  who  has  jast  sat  down  cannot  pos 
sibly  get  op  in  this  Hoase  to  di<^cas8  a  Bill 
without  dragging  in  his  own  personality  and  ail 
bis  grievances,  driven  evidently  by  an  afiSiction 
that  woa)d  render  our  proceeoings  as  a  parlia* 
mentary  institution  impossible  were  it  shared  by 
others — namely,  a  diseased  ^oism,  which  per- 
petually impels  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
speak  about  himself.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man likes  to  repeat  to  this  House  cr.tici^^ls 
about  himself,  reflecting  adversely  upon  him- 
self to  Bome  degree,  and  apparently  for  no 
other  reason  than  that  they  enable  him  to 
intrude  himself.  Bather  than  be  altogether 
ignored  by  the  public  and  the  House,  he  would 
like  to  dweU  upon  hostile  remarks  that  have 
been  used  about  him.  It  is  a  species  of 
self-sdvertisement  the  hononrable  gentleman 
indulges  in.  although  he  may  perhaps  not  be 
aware  of  the  fact.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man did  me  the  honour  of  repeating  some 
phrases  I  have  made  use  of  here  in  the 
course  of  debate.  They  struck  me  as  being 
rather  fine  expressions,  though  I  ought  not  to 
■ay  so ;  and  the  hr  nourable  gentleman  has  sup- 
plied the  House  with  a  ntunber  of  most  ad- 
mirable adjectives,  choice  words  that  may  be 
extremely  useful  to  honourable  members  in 
debate,  and  which  have  the  advantage  of  being 
alio wable— not  one  has  been  objected  to  by 
Mr.  Speaker.  But,  Sir,  it  seems  nece^aiy 
to  point  out  to  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
all  he  quoted  of  my  expressions  amounts  to 
nothing  more  than  tolerably  strong  language 
applied  to  tbe  Administration  of  the  day — no- 
thing more  than  that ;  and  it  would  surely  be 
a  curious  Parliament  if  we  were  to  be  d*  haired 
from  the  use  of  such  language  when,  to  use  an 
expression  of  the  great  John  Bright,  "  it  rests 
upon  a  moral  basis*' — which  ran  of  bafais,  I 
may  say,  the  honourable  gentleman's  denuncia- 
tions in  this  House  never  do  rest  upon.  On  one 
occanion  John  Bright  said,  "  I  hold  that  strong 
language  U  perfectly  justifiable  if  it  rests  upon 
a  mora]  basis ; "  and  I  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman,  or  anybody  else,  to  show  me  any 
language  I  have  used  ih&t  was  ca  culaied  to 
vilify  or  traduce  an  individual  and  which  was 
not  addressed  to  the  Administration  of  the 
day  —  language  that  in  other  refpects  was 
perfectly  justifiable.  But,  Sir,  I  am  going 
to  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  one  thing 
it  would  be  well  for  him  to  remember  It  is 
that  an  individual  who  has  ne\er  used  that 
sort  of  etrorg  language,  who  is  incapable  of 
using  it,  who  may  not  have  the  vocabulary— 
the  phraseology — at  bin  commard,  may  him- 
self be  a  living  libel  upon  aLegisUiure  ti>rough- 
out  the  who     course  of  his  political  career.    I 

Mr,  JPishsr 


am  talking  of  politics  now,  pure  and  simple. 
I  repeat  that  a  man  may  be  a  living  libel  upoa 
a  par  iameotary  institution  and  upon  a  oolouy 
by  virtue  of  the  public  career  which  he  baa 
lived.  I  Fay  more.  Sir ;  I  say  that  if  we  wen 
denied  the  use  of  strong  language  here,  if  oor 
privilege  of  free  speech  here  were  at  all  car- 
tailed,  it  would  be  impoasible  for  us  to  fitly 
characterise  the  political  career  of  the  honoor- 
ab>e  gentleman  who  sits  there  now,  and  faaa 
called  from  me  these  remarks.  I  eould  not, 
myself,  do  it  without  libel  if  I  were  not  pro- 
tected here.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  ra*. 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  knowa  it  well. 
I  have  seen  him,  sitting  in  that  very  seat  where 
he  is  now,  but  wiihout  the  fictitious  smW 
upon  his  face — he  has  himself  told  the  Hoosa 
the  story — I  ray  1  have  seen  him  come  U> 
me  in  desperate  political  trouble  and  aak 
me  to  help  him  out  of  it.  I  wrote  something 
down  for  him  to  say,  and  the  House  knows 
how  he  treasured  it  up,  and  years  aft^-- 
wards  brought  it  all  out  before  the  Hoam  to 
suit  bis  own  purpose.  That,  howcTer,  is  by 
the  way.  If  I  were  not  allowed  in  this  House 
to  allude  to  the  Cijconstancea  which  led  up  to 
that  trouble — ana  only  strong  langua^  can  do 
it — why,  then,  a  whole  chapter  of  the  political 
history  of  New  Zealand  would  be  shut  out  froca 
us.  I  allude  to  the  time  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  a  member  of  an  Admin istratioD, 
sitting  on  the  front  bench  there  as  the  coUeagoe 
of  a  number  of  men  who  even  the  other  eids 
will  admit  to  have  been  in  the  highest  degree 
trustworthy  and  honourable,  and  was  handled 
out  of  the  Cabinet  neck  and  crop  for  betraying 
the  colony,  and  deceiving  his  ooUeaguea  in  the 
betra>al.  It  was  the  worst  and  most  sordid 
form  of  betrayal,  too— ating  the  powers  of  hii 
high  office  to  protect  a  brewer  who  had  faroksD 
the  law  and  had  rendered  himself  liaUe  to 
be  mulcted  in  a  large  sum  of  money.  The 
honourable  gentleman  used  every  power  d 
his  office,  of  the  tru^t  reposed  in  him.  to 
prevent  the  man  from  being  brought  to  jastiea. 
For  that  he  was  ignomioiously  bundled  ous  of 
the  Cabinet.  If  1  were  to  deny  myself  strong 
language,  bow  could  I  speak  of  such  an  inci- 
dent— such  a  chaptor  in  the  his  ory  of  the 
colony  ?  I  repeat  that  a  man  who  never  uses 
strong  language — and  that  is  more  than  can  be 
said  of  the  honourable  gentleman — such  a  man 
may  still  be  a  libel  on  a  representative  instita- 
tion  on  the  simple  score  of  his  polirical  life. 
But  are  we  to  understand  that  the  honourahla 
gentleman  I'ever  used  s'rong  langua^?  Why, 
the  strongest  and  perhaps  the  most  odious  lan- 
guage I  ever  heand  in  this  House  I  heard  in 
1893,  when  the  honourable  gentleman  stood  up 
and  poured  the  vials  of  his  abuse  on  the  bean 
of  the  very  Premier  who  sits  over  there 
smilingly  receiving  his  support.  It  was  per- 
heps  the  worst  language  I  ever  heard  in  the 
House,  when,  haiiog  exhausted  all  his  vocabu- 
lary of  abuse,  be  turned  to  the  Premier — to  cur 
present  Premier  —  and  wound  up  with  the 
memorable  words,  "  And  there  he  sits  as  God 
made  him." 
Mr.  FISHER.— Of  course  he  did. 
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Mr.  M.  7.  8.  MACKENZIE.—"  Of  ooiirse  he 
tid."  And  that  id  the  honourable  gentleman 
vho  has  the  effrontery  to  allude  to  what  he  calls 
he  strong  language  1  use  about  the  Admiuistra- 
ion,  forsooth  t  At  least,  mine  is  not  the  kind 
if  language — the  strongebt  language  I  was  ever 
:nown  to  use  is  not  the  kind  of  language  that 
legrades  a  Parliament.  Let  me  put  this  ques- 
iion  to  the  House :  If  I  had  a  number  of  gentle- 
nen  sitting  behind  me,  and  I  were  to  surn 
tmnd,  pdnt  to  one  of  them,  and  say,  *'  Look 
kt  him:  look  at  the  shape  of  his  head;  look 
kt  his  face,"  what  would  the  House  think  of 
ne  ?  That  is  what  I  call  language  and  coDduct 
calculated  to  lower,  to  degrade  an  inaiitution. 
km  I  not  right  in  sa>ing  that  the  man  who 
voold  use  such  expressions,  and  delight  in 
tach  conduct,  lowers  himself  to  a  level  that 
ibould  ezclu<ie  him  from  a  ptace  in  any  Parlia- 
Dent  ?  And,  Sir,  if  I  were  to  point  to  another 
nember — an  honourable  man,  the  son  of  an 
lonourable  man — and  say  to  him,  '*That  man's 
ather  was  a  thief,"  what  would,  what  could 
ihe  House  think  of  me  then  ?  Is  not  that  the 
lort  of  thing  which  degrades  a  representative 
BstitutioD,  and  to  a  degree  it  is  almobt  in- 
lonceivable  any  educated  responsible  man 
irould  consciously  bring  it  to?  I  would  re- 
commend the  honourable  gentleman  in  future 
io  keep  quiet  on  the  subject  of  libels  against 
ihnaelf,  and  the  languajge  used  by  persons 
ike  myself  in  this  House.  He  has  shown,  be- 
tides the  egoism  of  which  I  have  spoken,  that 
le  shiTi-rs  and  trembles  and  cowers  under  the 
ash  of  the  Press.  Let  me  tell,  him  once  for  all 
ihai  the  way  to  avoid  the  lash  of  the  Press 
k>r  the  futqre  is  to  alter  the  whole  course  of 
lis  political  life.  The  honourable  member  has 
limsf'lf  evidently  a  glimmering  of  how  best  to 
woape  those  things  in  the  future.  He  said  his 
>lan  was  to  live  it  all  down.  I  may  therefore 
Uk  Ihe  honourible  member  to  commence  the 
nocess  at  once,  for  he  has  clearly  not  taken  the 
int  step  yet.  Now,  I  really  regret  that  I  have 
wen  led  so  far  from  the  consideration  of  the 
Kll  DOW  before  us.  But  before  I  come  to  the 
put  of  the  Bill  I  desire  to  sav  that  the  bonour- 
^le  member  has,  consciously  or  unconsciously, 
nialed  the  House  about  the  opinions  of  the 
spectator,  the  English  journal.  1  know  the 
spectator  well,  and  read  it  regularly,  and  I 
CDOW  the  criticism  to  which  he  alluded. 
rhe  Spectator  was  not  writing  of  the  pri- 
rilege  from  libsl  action  within  the  limits 
>f  this  Bill ;  it  referred  to  the  general  law 
if  libel  as  affecting  newspapers.  This  Bill 
B  on  safe  lines,  so  far  as  the  public  is  con- 
>emed.  It  does  not  open  the  door  to  libel  at 
iU.  It  only  deals  with  accurate  reports  of 
rhat  is  said  at  public  meetings.  Now,  it  may 
le  useful  to  point  out  what  is,  however,  pro- 
lably  within  the  experience  of  every  honoar- 
»b1e  member— that  perhaps  ninety-nine  out  of 
ivery  hundred  libels  do  notarise  out  of  reports 
iibels  do  not  arise  out  of  the  publication  of  what 
re  say  io  Parliament,  or  from  the  reports  of 
Heelings  of  public  bodies,  or  of  public  meecings 
;enerally.  They  mostly  arise  from  something 
laid  by  a  newspaper  in  a  paragraph  of  its  own 


initiative,  or  from  comments.  A  newspaper 
writes,  we  will  say,  spicy  paragraphs  about 
public  men,  or  something  of  that  sort,  and 
occasionally  they  contain  libels.  Commonly, 
too,  they  arise  out  of  letters  written  to  the 
newspaper.  Now,  in  none  of  such  cases  is 
the  shield  of  protection  thrown  over  papers 
by  this  Bill.  The  only  provision  I  am 
doubtful  about  is  the  one  which  says,  **  A 
fair  and  accurate  report  published  in  any 
newspaper  of  the  proceedings  of  a  public 
meeting."  Well,  I  am  not  sure  about  that,  for, 
of  course,  it  includes  election  meetings.  That 
may  be  the  English  law,  and,  in  fact,  I  find 
that  it  is  the  Knglish  law.  The  honourable 
member  for  Taieri  was  correct  in  saying  so. 
The  English  law  of  1888  gives  privilege  **  to 
fair  and  accurate  newspaper  reporcs  of  pro- 
ceedings of  a  Court  or  public  meeting."  Now, 
there  can  be  no  danger  whatever  in  givinff 
newspapers  protection  in  respect  to  fair  and 
accurate  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  public 
bodies,  such  as  Borough  Council  meetings, 
Education  Board  meetii  gs,  et  cetera.  There 
can  be  no  danger  to  toe  individual  what- 
ever in  giving  privilege  to  accurate  news- 
paper reports  of  such  meetings.  But  I  am 
not  quite  so  sure  of  political  meetings. 
While  it  may  be  perfectly  safe  to  give  news* 
papers  such  privilege  in  England — I  do  not 
think  I  am  libelling  this  colony  in  saying  that 
the  tone  of  public  life  is  much  more  elevated 
there  than  it  is  here — I  am  not  quite  sure  that 
we  can  yet  afford  to  protect  the  repoirts  of  politi- 
cal meetings  in  the  colony.  At  election  time 
I  fear  our  methods  are  becoming  worse  and 
worse.  At  election  time  there  is  a  sort  of  can- 
didate who,  when  he  enters  the  contest,  imme- 
diately proceeds  to  try  and  find  out  all  that  he 
can  injurious  to  his  opponent,  and  in  the  heat 
of  the  moment 

Mr.  O'RBGAN. — A  lot  of  low  newspaper 
writers  spring  up  at  election  times  too. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  dare  say  ;  I 
am  iududing  newspaper  writers  and  proprietors. 
The  newspaper  proprietor  publishes  the  speech 
of  some  individual,  which  contains  libellous 
matter.    It  may 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — He  mangles  it,  as  a 
rule. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZE.— That  may  or 
may  not  be ;  but  that  does  not  alter  the  fact 
that  we  have  a  number  of  men  who  delibe- 
rately try  to  injure  an  opponent  or  a  candidate 
by  finding  out  all  they  can  about  his  private  life, 
and  trying  in  some  way  or  another  to  bring  him 
into  public  disrepute.  That  is  not  so  much  the 
case  in  England  ;  the  tone  there  is  very  much 
higher  than  it  is  here.  I  regret  to  have  to  say 
that  we  are  getting  into  a  very  bad  style  here. 
It  in  a  course  of  conduct  I  never  pursue  myself. 
I  have  always  been  most  particular  to  take  care 
not  to  allude  to  the  private  life  of  any  in- 
dividual, because  I  recognise  the  public  have 
ordinarily  nothing  to  do  with  the  candidate's 
private  life,  and  a  man,  though  his  private  life 
may  not  be  altogether  what  we  might  wish  it  to 
be,  may  still  be  an  extremely  useful  member  of 
thin  House.      But  that  is  the  tendency  nowa- 
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dayi  Id  New  Zealand,  and,  reccgnifingik,  I  am 
not  at  all  sure  that,  if  we  do  not  delete  from 
this  Bill— assuming  it  is  likely  to  pass — the 
protection  given  to  reports  of  political — at  all 
events,  electoral — meeUrgs,  we  may  not  be 
opening  np  dangers  to  the  individual  that  do 
not  exibt  now.  The  fear  the  newspapers  have 
at  the  present  moment  of  a  libel  action  is  in 
some  branches  of  joomalifm,  on  the  whole,  a 
wholesome  fear.  We  see  that  constantly  illns- 
trated  in  letters  to  newspapers.    There  is  no 

Srotection  for  a  newspaper  in  poblishing  the 
otters  a  man  may  write  about  tiis  neighbour, 
and  the  newspaper  editor  is  extremely  careful 
in  regard  to  the  m.  He  looks  at  the  letters  most 
carefully  to  see  that  no  grounds  for  a  libel 
action  lurk  in  them  ;  and  that  fear  in  his  mind 
is  a  wholesome  one,  which  we  should  not  dis- 
turb. But  an  ordinary  inllic  meeting  is  a 
different  affair.  The  cases  are  rare  at  a  public 
meeting,  and  especially  in  the  meetings  of 
public  bodies,  in  which  libellous  things  are 
uttered.  In  the  heat  of  election  contests, 
however,  it  is  very  different,  and  men  lack- 
ing in  taste,  in  ezpeiience,  and  in  the  know- 
ledge of  the  conventions  of  public  life  might 
easily,  in  the  heat  of  the  moment,  be  betisyed 
into  saving  something  about  their  neighbour 
which  it  would  not  be  right  for  a  newspaper 
to  be  at  liberty  to  publish.  That  is  my 
opinion.  Be30Ld  that  it  seems  to  me  the 
Bill  is  perfectly  safe.  Now,  as  regards  the  sec- 
tion which  at  first  I  did  not  fee  the  object  of. 
to  the  effect  that  no  ciiminal  prosecution  shall 
be  undeitsken  without  tie  peimission  of  a 
Judge,  that  also  seems  to  me  to  be  right.  I 
had  not  noticed  tl^at  it  applies  only  to  criminal 
prosecutions  for  libel,  and  I  hold  that  if  crimi- 
nal prosecutions  for  libel  were  done  away  with 
altogether  i(  wculd  not  matter  at  all.  A  man 
who  has  been  libelled  can,  as  a  rule,  get  all  the 
satisfaction  he  requiies  in  a  civil  action.  But 
while  we  retain  the  riRbt  to  criminal  profecu- 
tions  I  think  it  is  adxantageous  that  the  impri- 
matur of  the  Judge  should  first  be  necefi^ary. 
On  the  whole,  Sir,  I  intend  to  support  this  Bill, 
but  I  think  that  I  shall  endeavour  to  amend 
the  8rd  clause  in  the  direction  in  which  I  have 
spcktn. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  (Motueka).— Like  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City,  Sir,  I 
have  no  intention  nvhatever  of  supporting  this 
Bill.  I  can  assure  the  honourable  member  who 
introduced  it  tl  at  if  1  am  alive  and  well  there  is 
no  gieat  probability  of  its  f  assing  through  the 
House  this  Parliament.  I  am  not  afraid,  there- 
fore,  of  the  public  men  of  this  colony  being 
libelled  very  much  for  the  time  being,  at  all 
events.  1  do  not  intend  to  get  into  any  |  ersonal 
matters  if  I  can  postil  ly  avoid  them.  I  am  not 
going,  like  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
City,  to  lose  my  t<  mper  over  it. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  did  not  lose 
my  temper. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— Well,  Sir,  I  thought 
he  did ;  ard  1  believe  most  hon(urable  mem- 
bers thought  he  did.  But,  coming  back  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  and 
the  articles  he  refeired  to  as  being  published  in 
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tha  Nem  Zmkmd  Tiiiief,  I  sulmit,  with  all  due 
deference  to  tha  honourable  member,  Uiatbe 
was  greatly  to  blame  in  ooanecticn  with  that 
case.  Instead  of  taking  the  piopeE  asd  legiti- 
mate course  in  dealing  with  those  srtwJrs,  ha 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  paper,  aayi^g 
"You  are  a  cowardly  sneak.  If  Parliamejit 
were  sitting  I  would  warm  yen."  Probably  very 
few  members  are  aware  that  another  BDember 
of  this  House — the  member  for  Pan  ell— was 
maliciously  snd  outrageously  libelled  in  the 
very  same  article.  He,  however,  did  not  write 
a  letter  like  that  to  the  editor.  He  aimplj 
went  to  his  solicitor,  and  his  solicitor  sent  two 
or  three  letters  to  the  proprietors.  They  ra- 
fuFed  on  as  many  occasions  to  make  a  pablis 
afolegy  to  Mr.  Lawry  ;  hut  afterwaida,  when  a 
wiit  was  served  upon  them,  they  puhUshcd  aa 
abject  apology  in  the  New  Zealand  Ttwug  Coc 
the  very  article  of  which  the  honourable  men- 
her  complains,  and  paid  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  besides.  That  was  a  dignified  cooias  ior 
a  member  of  this  Bouse  to  take.  If  the  booonr- 
able  member  for  Wellington  City  had  done  that 
he  would  have  maintained  the  dignity  of  this 
House,  and  he  ^ould  have  shovm  the  propiiefoo 
of  the  New  Zealand  Time%  and  other  scnmloas 
rags  that,  at  all  events,  they  must  be  reasonaUa 
in  their  criticisms  of  members  of  this  Houaa. 
Now,  the  honourable  member  for  Wellingtoa 
City  is  an  old  journalist  and  an  old  membtf  of 
this  House.  I  have  here  a  clipping  that  I  took 
from  the  Oiago  Daily  Times  some  years  agc^ 
with  reference  to  the  late  Sir  Qeorge  Giey« 
I  was  not  awsLre  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellipgton  City  was  so  Terj  tender 
or  thin-skinned  in  connection  with  nevrspaper 
criticism.  I  used  to  feel  it  a  little  at  fiiit 
when  I  was  new  and  strange  to  public  lifa 
Now  I  do  not  take  the  slightest  notice  of  what 
is  said  about  me  in  the  newspapers.  As  lon^ 
as  I  have  the  confidence  of  the  people  ailh 
whom  I  am  acquainted,  and  the  confideooe  of 
those  who  sent  me  here,  I  do  not  care  what 
those  gentlemen  in  that  gallery  aay  about  Da» 
1  know,  when  I  get  on  the  public  plaifexrm— 
they  can  write  me  down  for  a  whole  year— I 
can  upeet  all  their  articles  in  one  address  ta 
my  constituents. 
An  Hon.  Membkb.— **  In  one  act.'* 
Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— Yes,  Sir,  **  In  one  act,** 
without  any  trouble  at  all ;  for  what  is  the 
value  of  all  this  newspaper  criticism  when  yea 
come  to  analyse  it?  it  is  purely  the  opiaioaol 
one  man— not,  as  in  the  case  of  those  who  aia 
elected  to  this  House,  the  opinion  of  thoosaads 
as  to  a  man's  fitness.  It  is  simply  the  opinioa 
of  one  man,  and  sometimes  thtX  man  is  a 
scurrilous  wreck,  a  journalistic  derelict  on  a 
journal  that  is  not  worthy  of  recognition  ky 
public  men  or  upright  impartial  journalists. 
An  Hon.  Msmbeb.— A  literary  "  PertbKhirs.* 
Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— Yes,  a  literary  •'Penh- 
shire."  A  respectable  journal  will  ne«er  de- 
scend to  scurrility.  There  are  gentlemen  m 
that  gallery  to-night  in  whose  hands  I  am  qailt 
prepared  to  place  my  public  or  private  rt pota- 
tion, and  in  whose  hands  I  am  prepared  to  pot 
the  power  proposed  in  this  Bill.    At  the 
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time,  evexy  member  ot  this  Hoose  knows  that  a 
lerious  danger  is  threatened  the  publio,  and  to 
a^ry  mem&r  at  present  here,  and  to  every  one 
who  may  come  hereafter,  if  this  Bill  is  placed 
on  the  stainte-book.  I  believe  in  the  liberty 
of  the  Press  as  much  as  anybody  in  this  colony, 
bat  there  are  Press-men  in  this  colony  whose 
disposition  is  such  that,  if  you  give  them  the 
slightest  license,  yoa  never  know  where  their 
debased  natures  and  libellous  pcoclivities  will 
.QQ  lead  them.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  going 
*  to  refer  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  to  the  remark  made  by  Sir 
Qeorge  Grey  in  London  some  years  ago.  The 
correspondent  of  the  Otago  Daily  Times  called 
upon  Sir  George  Grey,  and  in  the  course  of 
conversation  he  mentioned  the  attacks  made 
upon  Sir  George  by  some  of  the  New  Zealand 
P^ss  for  his  being  a  member  of  this  House 
sad  Dot  having  sat  for  two  years,  and  this  was 
Sir  George  Grey's  reply.  The  correspondent 
writes : — 

"In  reply  to  my  mention  of  the  attacks 
made  on  him  by  certain  New  Zealand  papers 
for  continuing  to  retain  his  seat  in  Parliament 
yet  not  attending  in  his  place  for  two  whole 
sessions,  Sir  George  said,  certainly,  that  he 
never  took  the  slightest  notice  of  such  things. 
He  should  not  have  read  the  articles  or  re- 
garded them.  They  were  welcome  to  write 
what  thev  pleased." 

Now,  Sir  George  Grey  took  the  proper  and 
logical  view  that  a  representative  of  the  people 
shonld  take.    He  did  not  care  what  the  Press 
said  ;  he  knew  that  he  had  the  confidence  of 
the  people  of  Auckland  and  the  confidence  of 
the  people  of  the  colony,  and  he  did  not  care 
lor  what  any  journalist  might  write  about  him. 
I  venture  to  say,  if  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  had  taken  that  philosophical 
coarse  it  would   have   been   better  for   him, 
and  better  for  his  position  as  a  public  man. 
Then,  coming  to  the  reference  he  made  to  my 
suspension  from  the  House  last  session,  I  do 
not   think  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  have 
broDght  the  matter  in,  but,  as  he  did  bring 
it   in,  I  will  refer  to  it.     I  sm  now  in  the 
same    position  regarding  it   as   I   was    then. 
I   maintain  that   I    did    not   at    all   degrade 
the  dignity  of  the  House,  or  use  any  language 
in    it  that  1  could  not  with  the  greatest  pro- 
priety use  in  any  drawing-room  or  any  young 
bsdSes'  college  in  the  colony.    I  look  upon  the 
whole  thing  as  a  mistake.     I  was  mistaken, 
it   is    true,  as  to  one  of  the  Standing  Orders, 
and  as  soon  as  I  found  that  out  I  admitted 
it.      Several  of  the  papers  of  the  colony  wrote 
severe    articles   on    that    occasion    concocted 
Bklmost  entirely  from  rumour  and  hearsay  ;  but 
[  did  not  mind  them,  because  I  knew  if  I  left 
this  House  then  I  should  have  been  back  here 
with,  a  bigger  majority  than  any  member  ever 
{ot  in  the  Nelson  Provincial  District.    So  far 
ks  my  constituents  were  concerned,  I  knew  1 
lad   their  confidence,  and  I  certainly  was  not 
fOixk^  to  allow  the  misrepresentations,  dietor- 
ioxi8»  inflaiions,  or  suppressions  of  ckuy  jackeroo 
onxnalist  writing  on  that  question  to  publicly 
Uhnm  me  without  my  constituents  getting  a 


full  and  fair  explanation  of  the  transaction, 
after  which  I  should  have  come  back  here 
stronger  than  I  had  ever  been  before.  Coming 
to  this  measure :  when  there  are  journalists,  or 
so-called  journalists,  in  this  colony  who  have 
neither  parity  nor  honesty,  does  any  one  mean 
to  tell  me  that  this  Bill  ought  to  be  placed  upon 
the  statute-books? 

An  Hon.  Mjbkbbb. — It  would  not  place  them 
in  any  better  position  than  thev  are  now. 

Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE.— Would  it  not?  why, 
then,  do  they  want  it?  I  think  it  would  place 
the  unscrupulous  among  them  in  a  most  dan- 
gerous position.  However,  as  far  as  the  public 
men  of  this  colony  are  concerned,  they  have 
suffered  a  great  deal  during  recent  years  from 
the  taint  of  convictism.  The  convict  element 
has  been  imported  into  the  journalism  of  this 
colony  from  the  Colonies  of  New  South  Wales 
and  Tasmania,  and  the  convict  joumailism  of 
Botany  Bay  and  Van  Diemen's  Land  has  been 
applied  to  public  men  and  publio  proceedings 
in  this  colony  of  recent  years.  In  former  years 
we  were  free  from  that  blighting  taint  to  any 
extent,  but  it  is  getting  more  outrageous  than 
ever  now.  Personally,  I  have  never  written  a 
letter  to  any  newspaper  during  election  time, 
or  an  article,  or  a  local.  I  absolutely  avoid 
it,  because  that  is  the  time  when  public  men 
get  most  abuse.  What  I  do  is  to  submit 
myself  to  the  electors,  and  allow  any  one  who 
is  abusing  me  in  the  Press  to  go  on  doing 
so,  for  it  is  a  foolish  thing  to  reply  to  their 
biassed  and  vile  attacks,  and  it  rests  with  the 
elector^  to  return  a  man  to  this  House.  I  re- 
cognicie,  too,  in  dealing  with  others,  it  is  na 
part  of  mv  business  to  go  into  my  opponent's 
private  affairs,  or  anything  of  that  sort,  in 
connection  with  an  election,  and,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  never  do  so.  I  always  avoid  any  per- 
sonal reference  to  mv  opponent,  unless  I  am 
viciously  attacked.  Now,  Sir,  to  test  the  feel- 
ing of  this  Houpe  on  this  Bill,  I  move,  That  it 
be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months. 

Mr.  CAKNGBOSS  (raieri).— I  am  rather 
glad  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has  con- 
cluded his  speech  by  moving  that  the  Bill  be 
read  a  seond  time  this  day  six  months,  because 
I  knew  perfectly  well  that  an  attempt  would  be 
made  to  shelve  the  Bill  by  moving  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate.  But  I  fancy,  under  the 
honourable  gentleman's  motion,  I  shall  have  a 
better  chance  of  getting  a  vote  than  under  any 
other  circumstances.  Had  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate  been  carried  we  should  probably 
have  heard  no  more  of  the  Bill,  but  now  I  shall 
have  an  opportunity  of  finding  out  who  are  the 
friends  of  this  Bill  and  who  are  not,  and  if  X 
can  get  a  division  on  the  motion  "  That  the  BiU 
be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months,"  I 
shall  accept  that  division  as  an  indication  as  to 
what  the  feeling  of  this  House  is  towards  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  MoNAB  (Mataura).— I  think  the  honour- 
able  member  has  scarcely  done  right  by  the 
House  in  moving  this  motion.  I  mav  explain 
my  own  position  in  regard  to  the  Bill.  Be- 
fore the  honourable  member  who  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  delivered  his  speech 
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I  was  hostile  to  the  measare,  but  I  think  the 
cUscussion  to-night  has  shown  us  that  what  the 
Press  is  asking  for  in  the  terms  of  this  Bill  is 
reasonable— if  this  is  all  they  are  asking  for  at 
present.  Of  course,  it  would  be  foolish  to  sup- 
pose that  any  seoii on  of  the  community  is  satis- 
fied with  what  they  have;  if  so,  it  is  the  first 
country  where  such  i^  the  case ;  but,  if  this 
Bill  will  meet  the  present  conditions,  I  thmk 
we  are  not  treating  the  Press  fairly  if  we  do  not 
allow  them  the  protection  this  Bill  proposes  to 
give  them.  With  regard  to  the  reports  of  public 
mfeting>4,  is  it  not  fair,  if  a  newspaper  fairly 
reports  a  public  meeting,  that  it  should  receive 
protectiou  ?  There  are  oases— and  they  are  very 
•common  amon^Rt  up-oountry  papers — where 
they  are  not  able  to  have  proper  reporters. 
Public  meetings  are  held  in  out-of-the-way 
places,  and  a  la)  man  sends  in  a  report  to  the 
newspapers.  In  many  oases  these  reports  are 
simply  ridiculous,  because  they  are  misstate- 
xnentR  of  facts ;  but  when  you  come  to  analyse 
these  reports  it  is  not  libel  but  a  misstatement 
of  what  took  place  at  the  meeting.  The  law 
as  laid  down  by  this  Bill  would  not  affect  that 
question.  That  question  ha4  not  been  dealt 
with  by  legislation.  If  newspapers  are  to  con- 
tinue amongst  us,  and  to  supply  us  with  re- 
ports of  public  meetings,  surely  if  they  tell  us 
what  takes  place  at  public  meetings  they 
ought  to  be  protected.  When  I  state  that  is 
the  amount  of  legislation  proposed,  ttiat  pretty 
well  covers  everything  in  the  Bill.  I  quite 
«gree  with  what  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  City  said.  His  experience  as  a  jour- 
nalist will  indicate  to  him  where  libels  come 
from — not  out  of  public  meetings,  or  meetings 
at  all.  They  often  occur  in  letters  not  properly 
examined  by  the  editor  before  they  are  put  into 
the  paper.  I  think,  where  newspapers  go  so 
far  as  to  lib  1  a  public  man,  or  anybody  else, 
they  should  be  he'd  responsible  for  doing  so. 
I  do  not  think  the  honourable  member  for 
Motueka,  if  he  thoroughly  understood  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  would  have  moved  his 
motion,  nor  would  the  member  for  Wellington 
City  oppose  It  if  he  undersrood  the  terms  of 
the  measure.  There  is  hostility  to  the  term 
^MibeP*  b  ing  at  the  head  of  any  legislation 
this  Hou^e  might  pass.  The  hostility  is  his- 
torically old.  As  to  criminal  libel,  we  ould 
Tery  well  do  away  with  that  altogether  as 
far  as  newRpapsrs  are  concerned  Even  so 
far  as  individuals  are  concerned  it  simply  re- 
solves itself  into  fining  a  man  and  not  iinpriS9n- 
ing  him— inflicting  a  monetary  fine  and  not 
imprisoning  him.  I  understand  some  of  the 
Judges  will  not  imprison  a  man  for  libel — they 
simply  fine ;  eo  that  it  has  resolved  it<>elf  back 
into  what  now  i^  practically  a  civil  remedy.  I 
think  the  House  would  do  well  if  it  negatived 
this  motion,  discussed  the  Bill  on  its  merits, 
and  came  to  a  decision  one  way  or  the  other  on 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  FISHKH  (Wellington  Oity).~In  speak- 
ing  to  the  amendment,  I  wish  rather  to  reply 
to  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for 
DunCviin  City  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie),  and 
particularly  to  that  part  of  the  speech  which 
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dealt  with   that  stale,  that  very  stale,  Minis- 
terial st'^ry  that  has  been  dished  up  to  us  year 
by  year  for  the  past  ten  years.    The  aufajeothai 
become  quite  perennial,  and  is  to  be  revered,  if 
only  on  the  score  of  age.    I  had  long  thought 
that  Parliament  had  had  a  surfeit  of  the  sub- 
ject, but  it  comes  up  unfailingly  every  year 
with  evergreen  freshness.     I  feel  rather  flat- 
tered, for  no  man's  Ministerial  history  io  this 
country  appears  to  have  acquired  such  absorb- 
ing interest.     My  answer  to  the  faononradle 
gentleman's   statements  is  easy    and   simple, 
and  there  is  no  risk  now  of  being  charged  with 
divulgence  of  Cabinet  affairs.     Sir,  in  ihe  year 
1888,  when  a  member  of  the  Minintrv,  I  went 
to  Melbourne.    There  had  been  d.fferenees  in 
the  Cabinet,  which  were  fomented  by  the  nov 
notorious  Mr.  T.  W.  Hislop.    There  were  even 
scenes  in  the  Cabinet,  and  it  frequently  b*came 
my  duty  to  defend  my  oolleague  Mr.    O.   F. 
Richardson  against  the  intrigues  of  Mr.  Hislop. 
During  my  absence  in  Melbourne  a  cabal  was 
got  up  by  two  members  of  the  Ministry — the 
notorious  Mr.  T.  W.  Hislop  and  Mr.  Fergus— 
and  when  I  returned  from  Melbourne  I  fiuud 
the  Ministry  in  a  state  of  disruption,  the  object 
of  the  cabal   being  to  ount  either  myself  or 
Mr.  Q.  F.  Richardson.    These  two  gentlemen 
were  at  first  undecided  as  to  the  form  of  at- 
tack— that  is  to  say,  there  were  undecided  as 
to  which  of  us  they  should  attack  first.     Ulti- 
mately they  selected  me.    They   began  with 
the  Gasparini  business.    There  was  nothing  is 
the  Gasparini  business   so  far  as  I  was  con- 
cerned, although  it  resulted  In  the  discomfiiDre 
of  the  French  Consul,  the  Count  D'Anbaos,  and 
the  loss  of  his  two  prisoners.     I  bea%  Mr.  Qislop 
and  Mr.  Fergus  handsomely.     Failing  in  that, 
they  attacked  me  during  mv  absence   on  the 
Junction  Brewery  matter.    On  my  return  from 
Melbourne  I  found  that  the  Junction  Brewciy 
was  being  prosecuted  by  Mr.  Uisl  >p,  who  was 
acting  for  me  as  Commissioner  of  Cuatoms,  tax 
defrauding  the  revenue.     I  found  also  that  two 
months  before  my  return  the  Customs  offioials, 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  Ministers  who  weie 
in  Wellington,  had  allowed  Staples's  Brewery  to 
escape  prosecution  on  the  plea  that  the  frauds 
whiob  had  been  discovered  there  were  there- 
suit  of  inadvertence  on  the  part  of   a  dark. 
The  jnodua  operandi  was  this:    Before  the  dii- 
covery  of  the  frauds  the  Secretary  of  Customs 
went  to  the  brewery  to  investigate  the  matter, 
and,  finding  that  there  was  no  record  in  the 
books  for  stamps  on  forty-nine   hogsheads  of 
beer,  of  which  amount  that  brewery  ha i  at- 
tempted to  defraud  the  Customs,  the  money 
for  stamps  for  forty-nine  hogsheaids  was  paid, 
stamps  tc   that  amount  were  destroyed,  and 
so  that  matter  was  settled.      That  was  doae 
in  the  brewery.      But  the  proiecution  of  the 
Junction    Brewery,  owned    by  Mr.  Hamiltoa 
Gilmer,  was  being  pursued  with  a  persi'ttenoy 
and  cruelty  which    I   could    not   ondentand. 
I  said  to  the  officials,  **  What  is  the  mean- 
ing  of   this?-     Yuu  allow    Staples's  Breweiy 
to  escape  during  my  absence,  and  here  I  find 
you  on  my  return  relentlessly,  pititei«sly  pro- 
secuting this  man — ^the  owner  of  the  Junoiaoa 


1899.J 


Libel  Bill. 


[UOOSB.] 


Libel  BiU. 


677 


Btewery.**    I  said, '*  What  does  it  mean?    My 

alliiiiatum  as  GommiBsioner  of  Oastoms  is  this : 

You  shall  prosecute  the  Staples's  Breweiy  and 

thd  JuDOtion  Brewery.    You  shall  prosecute  the 

two  or  none.    You  shaU  not  prosecute  one,  and 

allow  the  other  to  escape."    But,  no,  the  cabal 

in  the  Ministry  was  too  strong  for  me.    They 

woald  not  prosecute    the    Staples's  Brewery, 

and  they  persisted  in  persecuting  the  Junction 

Breweiy.    I  eaid,  "I  do  not  care  about  your 

destroying  the  stamps  in  the  brewery,  but  an 

offioial  act  of  that  kind  should  have  been  done 

in    the  departmental  offices."    I   know   now, 

and  I  knew  then,  the  object  of  this  persecution. 

In  addition  to  making  this  a  ground  for  getting 

Die    out  of  the  Ministry,  there  was  another 

objeot — a  business  object — at  the  bottom  of 

tbe  whole  intrigue ;  but  no  good  can  be  done 

by    raking   up    the    unhappy    business    now. 

Bnt  I  should  like  to  mention  this  further  cir- 

cnmstance,  as  it  forms  sn  interesting  part  of 

the  history.    I  have  said  that  it  was  a  question 

whether  Mr.  Richardson  or  I  should  be  sacri- 

Hoed.     Abont  this  time  I  was  on  my  way  to 

Aaokland,  and   had  got  as  far  as  Halcombe 

when  I  received  the  following  telegram  from 

the  Hon.  Mr.  Richardson  : — 

**  Wellington,  16th  March,  1889. 
*'  Hon.  Mr.  Fisher. 

•«  To-day's  [Cabinet]  meeting  peculiar.    Quite 
posBible  I  may  be  first  out.    Hurry  back. 

••  G.  F.  RiCHABDSOH." 

I  harried  back,  but  the  die  had  been  cast, 
and  I  bad  been  duly  selected.  And  then  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  good  enough  to  in- 
form the  House  that  I  was  bundled  out  of  the 
Ministry.  It  matters  nothing  to  tbe  honour- 
able gentleman  that  that  statement  is  quite 
inaccurate.  Sir,  I  had  my  revenge  on  those 
who  formed  that  cabal  against  me;  and  re- 
venue, aa  we  know,  is  sweet.  I  had  the  satis- 
faotioD  of  seeing  one  of  those  two  men  ex- 
pelled from  this  Parliament,  by  resolution  of 
both  Houses,  for  tampering  with  the  sources 
of  jnatioe,  he  being  Minister  of  Justice.  Sir, 
it  ^rae  a  fate  he  richly  deserved.  Such  a 
marplot  was  he. 

Mr.   DUNCAN.— There  was  no  scandal  in 
those  days. 

Mr.  FISHER.— No  scandal  in  those  daysl 
Suoh    an  abominable  scandal  never  saw   the 
lighft   of  day  in  this  country,  either  before  or 
flinoe.     Its  enormity  may  be  gauged  by  the 
fact    that  Parliament  expelled  him.    Well,  he 
went  hack  to  his  constituents,  and,  as  in  tbe 
ease  of  a  recent  instance,  there  was  not  much 
of   the   Parliament  to  expire.    Ko  prominent 
person  oared  to  oppose  him  for  the  remaining 
time*  and  he  was  returned  to  this  Houne.    But 
when  he  went  back  at  the  general  election  not 
very  long  after  he  was  beaten  all  along  the  line. 
The  people  swept  tbe  floor  with  him,  and  he 
lyafcii    never  returned  to  Parliament  from  that 
day  to  this.    Now,  if  the  Opposition  want  cases 
of  oorrnption,  why  does  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.'  Mackenzie) 
not  re£or  to  suoh  oases  as  that  f    As  to  being 
biind.led  out  of  tbe  Ministry,  I  took  care  to  re- 
yy»^j>i  in  ofBce  a  sufficient  number  of  days,  in 
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spite  of  the  cabal,  to  provide  myself  with  all  ne- 
cessary information  for  an  adequate  defence  to 
the  charge  laid  at  my  door.    This  annoyed  Sir 
Harry  Atkinson  and  the   cabal   exceedingly. 
They  foamed,  and  stormed,  and  threatened,  but 
I  was  immovable  until  I  had  done  all  I  wanted 
to  do.    And  now,  Sir,  what  is  the  answer  to 
all  this?    There  is  the  answer:   There  are  my 
judges — the  electors  of  the  City  of  Wellington ; 
and  I  have  remaiuei  a  member  of  this  Parlia- 
ment ever  since.    And  let  me  say  this  further : 
I  am  the  only  member  of  that  Ministry  who 
remains  in  this  Parliament  at  this  day.    Now, 
where  are  your  purists,  your  moralists  ?    I  am 
the  man  who  was  bundled  out  of  the  Ministry, 
and  I  am  the  only  member  of  that  Ministry 
remaining  in  this  House !    What  say  you  to 
that  ?    And  do  you  suppose  the  people  of  this 
city,  who  have    known  me  for   twenty-eight 
years,  have  not  discovered  what  my  character 
really  is?    How  do  they  reward  me  for  my 
services  to  them?    They  have  elected  me  to 
every  public  office  within  their  gift.    And  am  I 
to  sit  quietly  by  and  listen  to  tne  stigmas  cast 
upon  me  by  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin City  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie)?    No,  Sir. 
There  is  the  verdict  of  my  constituents :  that 
is  my  answer  to  him.    Let  him  dare  to  come 
to  my  constituents ;  let  him  come  to  a  pub- 
lic  meeting   here    in   Wellington    and    make 
the  statements   he   has  made  here  to-night. 
Honestly  speaking,  I  would  not  answer  for  his 
safety.    Here  ho  speaks  under  the  protection 
of  the  Standing  Orders  and  of  tbe  Speaker. 
Sir,  what  have  been  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's characteristics  ever  since  he  oame  into 
this  Parliament  ?    I  remember  his  first  appear- 
ance here,  and  he  has  ever  since  been  scheming 
and  plotting  against  every  public  man  who  ever 
occupied  any  prominent  position.    Is  there  one 
Prime  Minister  that  he  has  not  vindictively 
and  heartlessly  assailed  ever  since  he  occupied 
a  seat  in  this  House  ?    Even  the  best  of  them 
all,  his  ideal  statesman,  the  late  Sir  Harry 
Atkinson,  what  did  he  ea}  of  him  ?    That  he 
was  only  two  degrees  better  than  a  gambler 
and  a  spendthrift.    What  has  he  said  of  all 
other  Premiers  who  have  sat  on  those  benches 
since  be  came  into  Parliament?    Has  he  ever 
had  a  good  word  to  say  for  any  of  them? 
Never.     He  has  been  devising  and  scheming, 
and    aspiring    to    some    prominent    political 
position   for  himself,   from   the  first  day  he 
came    into    this    House.      But    how    has  he 
succeeded?      Where  is  he  now?     He    is   in 
the  place  where  he   was  when  he  made  his 
first  appearance  here  ;    because,  such    is  the 
estimate  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  public  men 
of  this  country,  that  no  man  of  principle,  no 
man  of  honour,  no  man  who  estimates  the  good 
word   of  any  other  man,  will  trust  him  the 
length  of  a  man's  hand.    What  character  does 
he   bear  amongst  those  who  know  him  best? 
And  it  is  always  understood  that  if  a  man  be  a 
good  man  those  who  know  him  best  will  have  a 
good  word  to  say  for  him.    But  I  ask  those  in 
this  House  who  know  the  honourable  gentleman 
best  whether  any  one  has  a  good  word  to  say 
of  him  ?    And  again,  on  the  contrary,  has  he  a 
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lp)od  word  to  say  o£  others  who  occapy  positions 
which,  in  bxa  jealons,  envious  heart,  he  thinks 
ha  ought  to  oooupy  ?  Attack,  innuendo,  sns- 
pjcion,  jealoDsy,  bitterness,  envy  of  every  man 
who  elevates  himself  above  his  position.  Never 
a  generous  sentiment,  never  a  word  of  praise. 
Sir,  his  ambition,  his  overweening  ambition, 
his  egotistical  ideas  of  himself,  his  affected 
badinage,  that  cool  air  of  assurance  with  which 
-  he  makes  the  most  insidious  attacks  upon  the 
characters  of  public  men,  become  revolting  by 
constant  repetitions.  It  palls  upon  the  senses, 
but  the  honourable  gentleman  never  tires.  Sir, 
notwithstanding  his  affected  light  and  airy 
bonhomie,  the  £igger  is  concealed  beneath  the 
velvet  glove.  I  would  rather  trust  a  pro- 
nounced enemy,  a  bitter  opponent,  than  to  the 
smooth  tongae  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 
Sir,  we  who  have  known  him  long,  and  know 
him  well,  know  this :  that  to  trust  him  in  any 
important  matter  in  this  House  or  out  of  it 
would  be  to  trust  to  a  very  questionable  source. 

Mr.  M.  J.  8.  MACKENZIE.— Why  did  you 
come  to  me  when  you  ware  in  trouble  ? 

Mr.  FISHER.— Ah  I  We  did  not  know  you 
than.  We  know  you  now.  Sir,  those  mock- 
heroics,  that  rhetoric— wa  are  all  used  to  it. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  better  take  my 
advice :  If  he  wishes  to  be  believed,  let  him  go 
to  people  who  do  not  know  what  he  in,  because 
it  is  very  certain  that  he  wiU  never  be  believed 
by  those  who  do  know  what  he  is.  And  to  lec- 
ture members  of  this  House  with  his  assump- 
tion of  superiority,  his  airs  and  affectation  of 
purity,  and  the  oorruplion  of  all  other  people 
outside  the  halo  of  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie !  Sir, 
I  wish  to  inform  the  honourable  gentleman 
diat  whenever  he  may  care  to  refer  to  my  past 
political  history,  I  shall  be  always  ready  with  a 
good  answer,  a  sufficient  answer,  a  truthful  an- 
swer, to  anything  he  may  say,  and  I  wUl  answer 
him  unfailingly  every  time.  I  am  his  match 
anywhere.  I  do  not  mind  how  often  these 
references  to  my  pasc  connection  with  the 
llinistry  are  brought  up.  I  will  answer,  and 
r  warn  him  that  I  will  strike  hard,  blow  for 
blow,  every  time  he  chooses  to  throw  down 
the  gage  of  battle.  Let  him  beware.  Finally 
Itot  me  say  that  every  time  my  connection 
with  the  Ministry  is  referred  to  I  will  put  my 
explanation  into  Hansard,  so  that  it  may  re- 
main there  as  an  historical  record  to  be  read 
by  those  who  come  after  us. 

Mr.  SEDD(»T  (Premier).— I  rise,  Sir,  to  ask 
a  question.  I  wish  to  know  if  the  moving  of 
the  amendment  limits  the  debate  in  any  i^ay? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— No ;  it  does  not  limit  it 
in  any  way.  The  original  motion,  as  well  as 
the  amendment,  will  be  still  open  to  debate. 

Mr.  SEBBON.  — I  may  say  it  bad  been 
arranged  that  after  the  member  for  Motueka 
bad  spoken  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  was 
lo  be  moved.  Some  members  wish  now  to 
come  to  a  division  on  the  amendment,  and  I 
Would  ask  the  member  for  Motueka  to  with- 
db^w  his  amendment,  and  so  allow  the  debate 
m  the  motion  to  go  on. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Sir,  that  would 
^va  the  effect  of  prevantlnj;  ma  fcom  speaking. 

Ur.IMsr 


Mr.  LA  WRY. — ^I  mov^  the  adjonmiiMnt  of 
the  debate. 

Mr.  GARNCBOSS.  —  Sir,  the  motioo  pae- 
viously  proposed  was  **  That  the  Bill  ba  Md 
this  &y  six  months."  Does  this  motion  fioi 
adjournment  supersede  that  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.- It  will  not  snpecaede  it, 
but  will  suspend  it  till  it  is  sabaequently  re- 
sumed. 

Mr.  MONK.— WQI  the  motion  for  ^ 
adjournment  prevent  the  rafl;amption  of  tbs 
debate? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.- No ;  it  will  ba  lesamed  st 
the  point  where  it  may  have  been  interrupted. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston).— Sir,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  fair  to  this  House  that  the  im- 
pression the  Premier  is  endeavouring  to  creato 
about  the  adjournment  of  the  debcita  should  be 
allowed  to  go  without  question.  The  PreoSac 
knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  if  the  motion  £oi  tk» 
adjournment  of  the  debate  la  carried  the  KU 
will  not  come  up  again. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Why  ? 

Mr.  PIRANI.— You  know  aa  wall  as  I  do 
that  private  members'  days  ara  limited,  and 
that  airead?  there  ara  Bills  on  the  Qvdar  Paaer 
which  will  take  up  every  private  membani'  day 
this  session.  The  motion  for  the  adjonmmsBt 
of  the  debate,  then,  is  simply  a  little  dod^s  to 
cover  up  the  tracks  of  the  member  for  Welliag- 
ton  City  (Mr.  Fisher),  to  prevent  any  member  of 
the  House  following  him  and  replying  to  anj- 
thing  he  has  said.  I  think  it  la  an  anfur 
method,  and  taking  advantages  of  the  privi- 
leges of  this  House  to  allow  a  membar  to  oaks 
a  speech  such  as  we  have  heard 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— You  must  oonftna  TOfttMH 
to  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  PIRANI. and   than  to    mova   tht 

adjournment  of  the  debate  for  tha  parpoas  of 
preventing  further  discussion.  I  Uiink  thii 
House  ought  to  mark  its  senaa  of  the  warn 
attempted  in  adjourning  tha  debate;  andson^ 
there  is  not  a  majority  of  memberB  hen  i^ 
will  foUow  the  lead  of  the  Premier,  and  aoeept 
his  motion  for  adjournment  and  smothar  tie 
whole  thing  up,  just  because  it  pleaaea  kia 
aa  Premier.  And  such  a  leader,  and  suob  as 
amendment,  and  such  a  method  of  attamptiag 
to  pi  event  not  only  this  Bill  being  propedv 
dealt  with,  but  to  prevent  tha  motion  raaiaa 
for  a  special  purpose  being  dealt  with  by  tbi 
House  1 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— Sir,  I  am  latbv 
surprised  at  the  turn  things  have  taken. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— Yes,  you  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  not  aurpriaed  at  aof- 
thing  the  honourable  member  may  do  or  Hf. 
There  are  some  eight  or  ten  mambara  in  tbs 
House  who  want  to  speak  on  this  Bill,  and  I 
want  to  speak  myself.  The  fact  that  Amm 
members  want  to  speak  was  intimated  to  wt, 
and  when,  after  twelve  o'iclook,  the  member  for 
Motueka  rose,  the  leader  of  the  OppoaitaansBl 
myself,  having  no  idea  there  vrould  be  any  W- 
ing  thrown  into  tha  matter,  wa  Mraed  la  an 
adjournment  after  the  membw  tot  TMiffir***^ 
had  spoken.  I  was  not  aware  the  honibanUi 
member  waa  faing  to  move  an 
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Mr.  PIRANL— He  was  asked  to  doMt  by  the 
inember  (or  Wellington  Ohy. 

Ifr.  8BDD0N.— I  was  not  aware  of  it.  I 
noertained  from  the  Speaker  whether  the 
mofviDg  of  the  amendment  would  in  any  way 
kartell  the  debate,  and,  having  his  assurance 
that  it  woald  not,  I  asked  the  member  for.  Taieri 
to  look  at  the  Order  Paper,  so  that  when  the 
«djo«lmment  of  the  debate  was  earried  he  oonld 
ifac  GD  a  night  on  whioh  there  was  a  fair  ohanoe 
4>f  the  Bill  ooming  up  again.   I  say  Uie  attempt 

12.30    "^'^^  ^°  ^®  other  side  was  to  get  a 

•    ^'^^   division    on   the  amendment  on  the 

Bill- to-night;-  bat  to  get  a  division  under  suoh 

oiroumstanoes  would  not  be  doing  justice  to 

the  Bill  itself  or  the  question  before  the  House. 

On  %  large  question  like  this  there  should  he  a 

fair  debate,  and  free  opportunity  to  discuss  it. 

The  BUI  itself  came  on  late  in  the  evening,  and 

to  aak  the  House  to  come  to  a  conclusion-  on  a 

matter  of  such  importance,  with  a  debate  such 

sm  we  have  had — though  I  do  not  call  it  a 

•debate  on  this  large  question,  because  there 

htm  been  too  much  of  the  selfish  and  personal 

element  introduced — and  for  the  member  for 


Ifr.  SPEAKER.— The  honouimble  member 
wmat  not  refer  to  the  debate  on  the  Bill,  but 
must  confine  himself  to  the  question  of  its 
Adfenrnment. 

Mr.  SEDDOK.— The  honourable  member  for 
-the  Taieri  is  the  last  man  to  whom  I  should  do 
«f  Mkj  anything  to  prevent  his  having  a  fair 
■how  with  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SMITH  (Christchurch  Gity).— Why  did 
jou  not  cany  out  the  arrangement,  and  have 
the  adjournment  moved  after  Mr.  McKenzie's 
epeeeh  f  The  arrangement  was  to  move  the 
ei^funiment  after  the  speech  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Motueka. 

Mr.  SBDDON.— I  was  surprised  when  that 
honourable  gentleman  moved  the  amendment, 
wbieb  prevented  the  honourable  member  for 
Panaell  moving  the  adjournment,  as  he  bad 
^ten  asked  to  do. 

Mc  SMITH.— Why  did  you  ask  Mr.  Lawry 
to  Mt  down  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
for  Pamell  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellipgton  City  rose  almost  at  the  ssme  time, 
liut  Mr.  Fisher  caught  my  eye  first. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  did  nothing  of  the  kind, 
in  tbe  way  the  honourable  member  for  Palmers- 
ton  indicated.  My  idea  was  to  have  the  debate 
adjourned,  and  now  I  cay  it  is  only  right  to 
bave  it  adjourned.  There  is  no  chance  of  tbe 
vreasore  going  through — members  know  that 
very  well.  I  do  not  object  to  have  it  fairly 
Rebated,  but  as  to  its  going  through,  why  the 
leeling  now  engendered  will  prevent  it  going 
^ixoTigh. 

Hon.  MxMBERS.— Oh,  oh ! 
"  Mr.  8EDD0N.— Yes,  I  say  it  is  only  waste 
•of  time  to  keep  us  here,  end  I  say  it  is  a 
iialetake.  The  tone  and  feeling  of  the  House 
1^.  such  at  present  that  tbe  proper  thing  is. 
to  adjourn  the  debate  and  let  the  honourable 
^HMDoer  have  an  opportunity  on  some  other 
^fooasSon.     lliere'  are  still  three  more  weeks, 


and  there  will  be  ample  time,  and  if  the 
honourable  member  puts  the  measure  dowii 
for  Wednesday  night  I  pball  be  most  happy  to 
facilitate  a  discussion  on  the  BUI.  I  give  that 
assurance.  As  leader  of  the  House  I  know -the 
temper  of  the  Houfle,  and  I  can  see  that  no 
further  good  work  can  be  done  to-night. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE.— I  wish  to  explain,  in 
reply  to  an  interjection  by  the  member  for 
Palmerston  (Mr.  Pirani),  that,  instead  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Fisher)  asking  me  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read 
a  second  time  this  day  six  months,  when  he 
was  speaking  I  asked  him  to  move  it ;  and  he 
afterwards  came  round  and  asked  me  if  I  ^aa 
going  to  move  in  that  direction.  But  before 
that  I  stated  distinctly  that,  as  fiur  as  I  was 
concerned,  there  would  be  no  chance  of  the  Bill 
going  on  the  statute-book  this  session  if  I  could 
prevent  it. 

Mr.  CARNCR03S  (Taieri).— I  regret  very 
much  that  such  an  amount  of  heat  should  ham 
been  introduced  into  this  debate  by  some  mem- 
bers, but  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  it  has  not  been  provoked  by  anything  I 
have  said,  nor  by  anything  that  appears  in  this 
Bill.  I  recognise  that  this  Bill  is  dead^— that 
this  Bill  is  not  going  any  further.  There  is  no 
use  my  accepting  the  Premier's  invitation  to 
set  it  down  for  a  future  occasion,  for  I  know 
as  well  as  he  does  that  tbe  adjournment  is  a 
mere  subterfuge  to  kill  the  Bill.  I  recognise 
that  there  is  no  use  going  any  further  with  it 
to-night,  for  the  House  is  not  now  in  a  mood 
for  calm  discussion.  I  desiie.  however,  that  a 
division  should  be  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
the  member  for  Motueka.  After  that  division 
I  should  be  perfectly  williog  that  the  ^0U8e 
should  adjounl.  I  am  prepared  to  accept  the 
division  on  the  amendment  as  an  indication  of 
the  feeling  of  the  House  with  respect  to  this 
measure,  and  I  think  the  Premier  shoul^  not 
debar  me  from  obtaining  that  division. 

Mr.  HERRIES(Bayof  Plenty).— I  strongly 
object  to  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  for  one 
sufficient  reason :  The  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Fisher)  has  had  the  opportunity  of 
making  an  inflammatory  speech,  and  the  Pre^ 
mier  and  the  member  for  Pamell  are  endeavoms 
ing  to  prevent  the  advantage  of  a  reply  being 
given  to  the  member  for.  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie).  I  distinctly  saw.  the  Pre- 
mier, when  the  member  for  Parnell  got  uPi  wave 
him  down  with  his  hand.  This  was  before  the 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fisher)  had 
caught  your  eye.  Sir.  The  honourable  member 
for  WelKngton  City  has  had  the  opportunity  el 
putting  in  an  inflammatory  speech,  and  I  Bay 
it  is  unfair  that  the  debate  should  be  adjourned 
without  giving  the  member  for  Dunedin  City  an 
opportuniity  of  replying.  It  is  also  distinotlv 
unfair  to  the  member  for  Taieri  that  his  BiH 
should  be  left  in  suoh  an  unsatisfoctory  position^. 
I  think  he  should  be  allovred  to  have  a  division 
taken  on  the  member  for  Motueka's  amend- 
ment. I  shall  oppose  the  motion  &>r  the  ad- 
journment. 

Mr.  DX7N0AN  (Oomaru).— I  would  ask  tbe 
honourable  gentleman  who  moved  tiie  ^dfoun^ 


i&o 


Libel  BUI 


[HOUSE.] 


Libel  BiU. 


[Jolt  IS 


ment  of  Use  debato  to  withdraw  bis  motion, 
Mid  allow  the  member  for  Dunedin  City  an  op- 
portunity of  replying.  There  are  many  other 
mamberB  who  wish  to  speak,  and  who  will 
speak. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).-  I  think  it  would 
i  '  unfair  to  force  a  division  on  the  amendment 
in  tbe  face  of  some  honourable  members 
banng  gone  away,  and  who  cannot  now  vote. 
I  am  quite  agreeable,  if  the  honourable  mem- 
4)er  for  Dunedin  City  desires  it,  that  he  should 
be  allowed  to  speak,  and  that  tbe  motion  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate  should  be  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  M.  J.  8.  MACK£NZIB.-~I  do  not  oare 
a  straw  myself. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  wish  to  make  it  dear  that 
I  have  no  desire  whatever  to  stop  tbe  honour- 
able membebfor  Dunedin  City  from  speaking, 
and  I  have  proved  that  by  saying  that  I  am 
quite  willing  that  the  motion  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate  should  be  withdrawn ;  but 
I  shall  object  to  a  division  being,  taken  after 
having  given  a  promise  that  tbe  adjournment 
of  the  debate  would  take  place  after  the  mem- 
ber for  Motueka  sat  down. 

Mr.  LAWRY. — It  seems  to  be  the  general 
wish  of  the  House  that  I  should  withdraw  my 
motion,  and,  in  acoordanoe  with  that  wish,  I 
ask  leave  to  withdraw  it. 

Motion  for  adjournment  of  the  debate,  by 
leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  M.  J.  8.  MACKENZIE  (Dunedin City).- 
1  cannot  say  that  I  personally  feel  a  desire  to 
import  any  further  heat  into  this  debate.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  do  not  usually  do  so  at  any 
lime.  But,  Sir,  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fisher)  thought  fit  to 
seise  an  opportunity  to  get  in  a  reply  to  my 
remarks,  and  as  in  the  nature  of  that  reply  he 
cast  grave  reflections  upon  the  conduct  of  one 

Sentleman  now  gone  from  us,  and  who  during 
lis  lifetime  was  respected  as  few  men  are  by 
both  sides  of  this  House,  and  also  on  tbe  con- 
duct of  another  set  of  individuals  who  stand 
high  at  this  moment  in  the  esteem  of  both  this 
House  and  the  colony — cast  grave  reflections 
on  them  hj  saying  that  they  had  entered  into  a 
oabal  against  him,  a  conspiracy  to  torn  him 
out  of  the  Ministry — it  becomes  absolutely 
neoessaiy  for  me  to  come  forward  in  their 
defence,  and  to  give  the  true  version  of  the 
case.  I  would  regret  having  occasion  to  cha- 
racterize the  nature  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's statements ;  it  would  be  an  objectionable 
task.  But,  happily,  there  is  no  necessity  for 
me  to  do  it,  since  it  has  been  already  done  by 
one  now,  as  I  have  said,  gone  from  us,  whose 
words,  I  am  perfectly  sure,  will  be  accepted  by 
all  as  a  measured  and  simple  statement  of  the 
truth.  Honourable  members  will  find  it  i^l 
set  out  in  the  parliamentary  records.  The 
honourable  gentleman  spoke  about  the  charac- 
ter of  my  attacks— that  they  were  all  innuen- 
does, suspicions,  insinuations,  and  all  the  rest 
of  it.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  given  his 
own  version.  I  shall  now,  to  show  the  true 
ohaxaoter  of  it,  take  from  the  Parliamentary 
Paper  H.~22  of  the  Appendices  of  1898  a  few 

Mr.  Duncan 


extracts  from  the  terrible  indiotment  of  the 
late  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  the  first  few  lines  of 
which  will  fitly  oharaoterise  the  version— for 
it  is  the  same  version — we  have  just  heard. 

Mr.  FISHER.— They  have  been  read  in  this 
House  five  times. 

Mr.  M.  J.  8.  MACKENZIE.— Thia,  then,  wiU 
be  the  sixth  time,  and  it  will  enable  the  poblio^ 
end  members  of  the  House  who  were  not  in 
Parliament  at  the  time,  to  see  where  tbe  Inth 
lies.  In  answer  to  a  letter  which  the  hoooor- 
able  gentleman  addressed  to  the  then  Premier^ 
the  late  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  that  genttonne 
replied  as  follows  : — 

'*  I  could,  and,  if  it  should  appear  noestsiy^ 
I  will,  follow  you  through  the  vaet  mass  of 
untrue  or  irrelevant  assertions,  denials,  sod 
insinuations  in  conneotion  with  the  bcewsqr 
prosecutions  and  other  matters  oontained  is 
your  last  letter,  and  I  have  a  complete  aneeer 
hi  each  case.  But  this  is  not  now  neoesssiy, 
as  you  have  announced  your  desire  to  have  a 
Conunittee  of  the  House,  to  whom  the  ossentisl 
facts  will,  of  course,  be  stated.  Instead,  than- 
fore,  of  doing  this  now,  let  me  reoali  year 
attention  to  a  bare  statement  in  obrooologiesl 
order  of  the  main  facts  of  the  Junction  Brewsij 
case  as  admitted  by  yourself." 

Then  goes  on  a  plain  categorical  statement 
of  the  faots,  numbwed  in  regular  order — fastK 
as  said,  admitted  by  the  hononzahle  gentle- 
man himself.  It  is  quite  unneoeesary  for  me 
to  burden  the  records  again,  or  to  weary  Ike 
House  with  them.  There  is  no  need  to ;  tboj 
are  but  too  well  known.  The  oonclndiQg 
words,  I  think,  will  be  quite  euffioient  to  esta- 
blish the  position  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  relation  to  the  facts.  Most  unwilling 
do  I  take  op  the  r6U  of  exposing  the  nature 
of  the  assertions  which  the  honourable  |peds- 
man  has  just  made  to  this  unsuspeoting  fioosa. 

Mr.  FISHER.— They  were  written  by  Jodfs 
Richmond. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— •«  Written  by 
Judge  Richmond  *'  1  The  honourable  gentle- 
man apparently  cannot  leave  the  dead  alona. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbbb. — You  are  bringing  it  i^ 
yourself. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.- 1  am  quoting 
the  records  of  the  House. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — That  is  a  dead  manls 
record. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Yes ;  and.  look- 
ing to  the  high  character  of  the  man,  it  is  well 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  House.  These  eie 
tbe  concluding  words : — 

*'The  indictment  which  I  have  thus  oon- 
structed  out  of  your  own  admissions  is  one 
which  needs  no  elaboration  to  heighten  its 
effect.  It  proves,  beyond  a  possibility  of  doubt, 
that  you  have  been  guilty  in  your  official  cs^pa- 
city  of  a  deliberate,  persistent,  and  in  part 
successful,  attempt  to  interfere  with  the  oidi* 
nary  course  of  tbe  law  on  behalf  of  a  partioolar 
offender,  and  that  you  did  your  utmoet  to  be 
faithful  to  the  promise  which,  as  you  told  more 
than  one  Minister,  vou  had  made— that  he 
should  be  allowed  a  lenient  settlement  ost  of 
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Orarl  on  payment  of  a  small  sam,  instead  of 
being  eubjeoted  to  the  '  harassing  prooeedings 
«f  the  law.' 

"I  deeply  regret  having  to  write  thus  of 
one  onoe  trusted  with  perfect  confldenoe,  and 
deemed  worthy  of  it ;  but  your  grave  disloyalty 
Co  your  ooUeagues,  to  the  highest  trust  reposed 
in  yon  as  a  Minister  of  the  Grown,  and  to  that 
unwritten  law  without  which  parliamentary 
government  would  he  impossible,  leaves  me  no 
alternative." 

And  the  alternative  forced  upon  him  was,  as 
f  have  said  to-night,  to  bundle  the  honourable 
:gentleman  out  of  a  Cabinet  where,  should  he 
have  remained,  his  colleagues  could  not  have 
Detained  their  own  seats  with  honour  and 
loyalty  to  the  colony.  I  do  not  wish  to  dwell 
"opon  the  oircnmstances,  but  the  honourable 
gentleman's  persistent  and  most  curious  attacks 
tipon  me  every  time  he  gets  up  led  me  onoe 
more  to  recall  to  the  House  what  the  honour- 
4kble  gentleman's  political  character  is.  Having 
•dome  that,  I  am  content  to  let  the  matter  rest 
where  it  is  until  the  honourable  gentleman 
<iboo«e8  to  call  me  up  again  upon  some  other 
phase  of  the  disagreeable  subject. 

Mr.  FISHEB.— I  desire,  Sir,  to  make  a  per- 
.eonal  explanation.    It  is  true 

Mr.  M.  J.  8.  MACKENZIE.— Yes ;  I  said  so. 
Mr.  FISHEB.— It  is  true- 
Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.^Too  true. 

Mr.  FI8HEB.— I  will  proceed  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  finished.  I  thought 
he  had  finished  his  speech  when  he  sat  down. 
It  is  true,  Sir,  that  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  just  read  formed  part  of  the  last  letter 
«ent  to  me  with  the  signature  of  the  late  Sir 
Hany  Atkinson.  The  letters,  as  I  know,  were 
written  by  Judge  Biohmond.  The  extract  just 
read  was  part  of  the  last  letter,  which  closed 
ihe  correspondence ;  and  the  correspondence 
vae  surreptitiously  laid  on  the  table,  care  being 
taken  when  it  was  laid  on  the  table  to  watch 
ihai  I  was  absent  from  this  House.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  read  Hanaard—taid 
this,  again,  is  a  sample  of  his  unfairness — he 
vrill  find  that  I  was  afforded  no  opportunity 
<d  answering  that  letter.  The  oorreepondence 
"vnm  cslosed  by  the  fact  of  its  being  laid  on  the 
table,  and  I  rushed  into  the  House  just  in 
time — Shaving  been  informed  in  the  lobby  of 
'the  trick  that  was  being  played — to  protest, 
rfrom  the  very  plaoe  in  which  I  now  stand, 
against  the  correspondence  being  so  closed 
without  my  being  given  any  opportunity  what- 
ever to  answer  that  final  letter. 

Aznendment  negatived. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to 
«ne  o'olook  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  14th  JvXy,  2899. 


Third  Beadings— InveroorgUl  OarriBon  Hall  Trustees 

Empowering  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Spbakbb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatbbs. 

THIBD  BEADING8. 
Shorthand  Beporters  Bill,  Separate  Institu- 
tions Bill. 

INVEBCABGILL  GABBISON  HALL  TBU8- 
TBES  EMPOWEBING  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  FELDWIGK,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  its  object  would 
he  found  sufficiently  set  out  in  the  preamble. 
It  was  to  put  the  trustees  of  the  InveroargiU 
Garrison  Hall  in  such  a  position  that  they 
could  obtain  a  loan  from  one  of  the  lending 
departments  of  the  Government  in  order  to 
pay  off  an  existing  loan.  Honourable  gentle- 
men would  probably  remember  that  a  few 
years  ago— that  was  to  say,  in  1898  and  1896 
— legislation  almost  identical  with  this  was  in- 
troduced and  passed  with  respect  to  the  trustees 
of  the  Dunedm  Garrison  Hall.  The  first  Bill 
that  was  introduced  was  found  to  be  inadequate 
for  the  purpose,  and  therefore  the  second  Bill 
was  introduced  three  years  later  to  make  the 
matter  effectual.  This  present  Bill,  with  the 
substitution  of  the  worid  *'  InvercargiU "  for 
"  Dunedin,"  was  identical  with  those  two  Bills 
— in  fact,  in  this  those  two  Bills  were  blended 
together.  He  might  explain  that  the  trustees 
of  the  InvercargiU  Garrison  Hall  had  a  loan 
from  a  private  firm,  which  had  run  out  for 
some  timew  and  a  demand  had  been  made  for  the 
money.  They  found  that  it  would  be  better  to 
borrow  from  one  of  the  Gbveroment  lending 
departments,  and  they  desired  to  obtain  the 
power  to  do  so.  He  thought  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  at  all,  because  the  Bill  merely  em- 
powered the  trustees  to  apply  to  one  of  the  Go- 
vernment lending  departments,  and  it  was  left 
for  the  department  to  investigate  the  nature  of, 
the  security  and  to  refuse  the  loan  if  they  so 
chose.  The  Bill  came  about  in  this  way :  Some 
years  ago  the  trustees  applied  for  a  loan  to  one 
of  the  departments,  and  found  that  the  depart- 
ment could  not  lend  except  on  absolute  free- 
hold. Later  on  a  deputation  waited  on  the 
Premier,  and  the  result  of  the  interview  was 
that  subsequently  the  Minister  of  Defence  sent 
them  a  letter  in  which  he  advised  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  local  Bill,  and  that  was  exactly  the 
course  that  was  now  being  taken.  He  trusted 
the  Council  would  give  the  Bill  its  second 
reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MoLEAN  thought  his  honour- 
able friend  was  hardly  correct  in  his  descrip- 
tion of  the  Bill  when  he  said  that  it  was 
similar  to  the  one  dealing  with  the  Dunedin 
Garrison  Hall.  In  the  latter  case  there  were 
buildings  upon  the  ground,  and  if  there  were 
buildings  upon  the  ground  in  the  present  case 
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there  wm  a  mortgage  of  £3,000  under  the  Bill 
which  had  been  previously  passed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  FELDWIOK.  —  That  is  not 
the  ease.  Yon  are  referring  to  the  Athenttum 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MoLKAN  said,  Well,  U  there 
was  a  mortgage  in  this  case,  he  presumed  it 
was  npon  the  same  terms  as  other  mortgages — 
that  (he  mortgagees  could  not  foreclose,  and 
could  simply  take  the  revenue,  and  nothing 
else.  If  the  property  was  not  good  enough  for 
mortgagees,  it  would  not  be  good  enoogh  security 
for  a  Government  lending  department.  The 
people  who  had  lent  money  on  the  property 
had  done  so  with  their  eyes  open,  and  he  did 
not  see  that  the  Government  should  be  brought 
in  to  relieve  private  parties  who  chose  to  lend 
money.  He  would  advise  his  honourable  friend 
to  take  the  Bill  back,  and  tell  the  mortgagees 
that  they  had  their  security — that  they  could 
get  the  income,  and  must  be  satisfied  with 
thaSf  If  he  was  correctly  informed,  there  was 
no  need  for  the  Bill,  and  no  need  to  relieve 
the  mortgagees.  It  was  all  very  well  to  come 
to  Parliament  to  relieve  everybody,  but  he  did 
not  think  it  was  a  proper  thing  to  ask  for 
Government  money  to  relieve  private  persons 
who  had  advanced  on  a  bad  mortgage,  or  one 
with  no  power  of  sale. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PINKERTON  did  not  think 
that  that  was  quite  a  fair  way  of  putting  the 
question.  It  was  not  a  matter  of  relieving 
anybody,  but  of  empowering  the  trustees  of 
the  Garrison  Hall  as  Inveroargill  to  borrow 
from  one  of  the  lending  departments  of  the 
Government.  Surely  that  department  would 
see  that  the  security  was  ample  for  any  ad- 
vance that  might  be  made.  He  (Mr.  Pin- 
kerton)  had  haid  charge  of  a  measure  of  a 
similar  kind  relating  to  the  Dunedin  Garrison 
Hall  trustees,  and  that  Bill  was  now  on  the 
statute-book.  In  the  Dunedin  case  the  in- 
terest paid  was  considerably  higher  than  what 
the  money  could  be  obtained  for  under  the 
Bill,  and  the  mortgagees  wanted  their  money 
back.  The  trustees  of  the  estate  from  which 
the  money  was  advanced — the  Jones  Estate — 
Jiad  requested  to  have  the  money  paid,  as  they 
wanted  it  for  some  other  purpose.  Ho v^  ever, 
that  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  In- 
veroargill Garrison  Hall;  but  it  was  possible 
they  too  wanted  the  Bill  so  as  to  escape  paying 
a  higher  rate  of  interest  than  was  necessary — 
that  they  could  get  rid  of  the  present  mortgage 
and  get  the  money  at  a  lower  rate.  He  did  not 
know  whether  or  not  that  was  the  case ;  but  he 
fslt  that  in  any  case  they  should  not  prevent 
the  Garrison  Hall  trustees  from  going  to  any 
one  of  the  lending  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  borrowing  such  money  as  they  re- 
quired, provided  they  could  give  the  necessary 
security;  and  all  that  was  required  by  any 
person  who  was  lending  was  security  for  the 
money  lent,  and  that,  he  understood,  was  pro- 
vided for  under  the  Bill.  He  did  not  think  it 
was  a  question  of  relieving  either  the  trustees 
or  the  persons  who  had  lent  the  money.  The 
question  was,  should  they  put  the  trustees  of 
the  Garrison  Hall  in  a  better  position— that 
Hon.  Mr.  McLean 


was  to  say,  put  them  in  a  poeitioii  to  j;et  tilt 
money  at  the  ordinary  market  rate  by  wiaMing 
a  lending  department  of  the  Govammant  to  in- 
vest upon  this  security?  That  was  all  thtt 
was  asked,  and  he  thought  there  ahonld  he  as 
objection  to  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  FELDWICK  said,  in  reply  to 
the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean,  he  might  mention  sa 
to  security,  there  was  a  Garrison  Hall  etandxaf 
upon  the  land  which  alone  was  worth  £S.809« 
and  another  buUding  worth  somewhere  aboui 
£800.  Then,  several  of  the  outside  eectioiii 
were  let — one  for  £35  and  one  for  £20.  And,al 
course,  the  Bill  did  not  compel  the  department 
to  lend  the  money.  He  would  point  out  that, 
from  a  public  point  of  view,  the  relief  of  1|  psr 
cent,  interest  would  be  of  advantage  to  ii^e 
Volunteers  of  the  district,  because  when  Umoes 
was  a  shortage  in  interest  they  had  to  call  upQD 
the  funds  of  the  Volunteers  to  make  op  the  defi- 
ciency. In  any  case  the  security  waa  of  a 
satisfactory  nature,  and  the  Bill  would  pot  the 
Government  depattment  in  just  the  same  por- 
tion as  if  it  were  lending  upon  freehold — that 
was,  in  a  different  position  to  that  which  a 
private  lender  would  be  in.  If  the  honounUe 
gentleman  had  perused  the  Bill — which,  of 
course,  he  had  not,  as  was  apparent  from  h^ 
confusing  it  with  the  Inveroargill  AthenaQin 
Bill — he  would  "have  seen  that  the  Govemmont 
were  safeguarded  in  every  possible  direotloa. 
There  reslly  could  not  be  the  least  objeetiaft 
to  the  Bill,  any  more  than  there  had  been  to 
the  Dunedin  Bill. 

Bill  read  the  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past- 
three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPBESBNTATIVBa 

Friday,  14th  July,  2899. 


First  Readings— Sessional  Committeea— Valla's  Bul> 
way  Bystem— New  Zealand   TTnmp    Qunrtlnw 
and  Orders  of  the  Day— Public  Ai 
mittee— Land  for  Settlements  BUI. 


Mr.  Speasbb  took  the  chair  at  hall-past  two* 

o'clock. 

Pbaysbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Government  Advances  to  Settlers  Bill,  Tioml 
Elections  Bill,  Animals  Protection  Bill,  LgA- 
lative  Council  Bill,  Shorthand  Beporteis  W^ 
Separate  Institutions  Bill. 

SESSIONAL  C0MMITTBS8. 

Stahdino  Gsdxbs.— Mr.  Speaker,  Bfr.  Brovn^ 
Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Fraser,  Mr.  Guinness,  Mr. 
Holland,  Mr.  Lewis,  Captain  Busaell,  Msjor 
Steward,  and  Mr.  Seddon. 

Nativb  Affaibs. — Mr.  B.  G.  A11en»  Mr.  Cai^ 
roll,  Mr.  Carson,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Field,  Mr. 
Heke,  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Kaihan, 
Mr.  McGuire,  Mr.  Gilfedder,  "Mi.  McLean,  Mr. 
Monk,  Mr.  O'Meara,  Mr.  Parata,  Mr.  FKe,. 
Captain  Russell,  Mr.  Stevenp,  and  Mr.  Seddon. 
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StAXOtEB^  BXTXSZOW.  — Mr.  Gilfedder,  Mr. 
Qitiiuiess,  Mr.  G.  Hutohison,  Mr.  M.  J.  S. 
MaokdDZie,  Mr.  MoNab,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr. 
Smith,  Major  Steward,  Mr.  Wright,  and  Mr. 
Seddon. 

VAILE'S  RAILWAY  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  GBOWTHEB  (Auckland  City)  presented 
a  petition  from  Mr.  Samuel  Vaile,  of  Auckland, 
praying  that  a  trial  of  a  system  of  railway 
administration,  known  as  **  Vaile's  Stage  Sys- 
tem,** be  ordered  on  a  suitable  section  of  the 
New  Zealand  railways.  The  petition  was  a 
very  short  one,  and  he  moved  that  it  be  read. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  petition  be  read.' 


*t 


Atbs,  46. 


Allen,  15 .  G. 

Joyce 

Seddon 

Allen,  J. 

Kelly 

Sllgo 

Bollard 

Lang 

Smith 

Brown 

Lethbridge 

Stevens 

Boohumn 

Lewis 

Steward 

Oadman 

MoGowan 

Symes 

OMDOnMB 

MoGuire 

Tanner 

Oftrroll 

Massey 

Taylor 

Dnthie 

Mills 

Thompson,  R. 

Tlsber 

Monk 

Thomson,  J.  W 

PiaMr 

Moore 

Wason 

Graham 

O'Meara 

Wright. 

Herrles 

Parata 

Hollaad 

Pere 

Tellers, 

Hunter 

Rollestoh 

Growther 

Uatehiaon,  G. 

Russell 
Nbxs,  11. 

Guinness. 

Doooan 

Hogg 

Morrison. 

Field 

Houston 

TelUra, 

Flakman 

Meredith 

McKensie,  R. 

Qttf6dd0r 

Montgomery 

McNab. 

Majority  for,  85. 

Motion  agreed  tu,  and  petition  read. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZlE  (Motueka)  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Speaker  to  the  word- 
ing of  ^e  petition.  It  was  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion that  certain  evidence  given  before  the 
Railway  Committee  was  false  and  untrue. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  when  the  petition 
was  being  read  he  had  not  observed  that  there 
was  any  reference  to  a  Gommittee  of  this 
House,  but  the  member  who  presented  the 
petition  was  responsible  for  the  language  of 
the  petition  being  in  due  form,  and  the  nature 
of  the  language  must  be  measured  from  a  par- 
liamentary  jpoint  of  view. 

Mr.  TAKNER  (Avon)  called  attention  to  the 
fset  that  last  session  he  had  been,  in  effect, 
called  upon  to  withdraw  a  petition  because  it 
had  made  charges  against  persons  outside  the 
House,  and  yet  charges  of  that  nature  were 
recited  In  the  petition  just  read. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  if  it  contained  reflections 
OB  members  or  Committees  of  the  House  it 
would  be  ruled  out  of  order,  but  as  these 
reflections  were  upon  unnamed  persons  outside 
the  House  he  did  not  feel  called  upon  to  rule 
it  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  might  say,  in  justice 
fio  the  railway  officials,  that  the  statement  con- 


tained in  the  petition  to  the  effect  that  certain 
evidence  giv^n  by  them  ^as  untrue  wab  abso- 
lutely unwarranted.  Had  he  known  that  any 
such  statement  was  in  the  petition,  he  would 
have  asked  the  honourable  member  to  withdraw 
it.  The  admission  of  a  grave  reflection  on  public 
officets  on  ex  parte  statement  was  certainlynot 
in  the  interests  of  good  government. 

NEW  ZE/ILAND  HElflP. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  presented  a  report 
from  Mr.  John  holmes  with  reference  to  New 
Zealand  hemp,  and  bonuses  offered  by  the 
Government. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa)  asked  if  the 
Government  accepted  any  responsibility  In  re- 
gard to  this  report.  He  remembered  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  remarking  last  session  that  the 
Government  had  no  responsibility  with  regard 
to  the  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  that. the  re- 
port would  speak  for  itself.  He  was  glad  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  given  him  the  op- 

Sortucity  of  ooutradicting  that  which  had 
one  serious  injury  to  Mr.  Holmes.  He  went 
Home  as  an  accredited  Commissioner  of  this 
colony.  But,  on  a  question  being  put  to  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  an  entire  misconstruction 
was  pJaced  upon  his  answer,  which  had  dona 
serious  injury  to  Mr.  Holmes,  who  had  really 
done  valuable  service  to  the  colony.  The  Go- 
vernment had,  as  far  as  they  could,  rectified 
that  injustice.  The  Government  paid  a  portion 

g  Q  of  the  expenses  of  Mr.  Holmes  going 
Home,  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  he  did  good  service  for  the  colony 
when  at  Home,  and  that -the  report  he  had 
given  them  on  that  industry  was  of  a  mo^ 
valuable  character. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  he  was  exceedingly  glad 
to  hear  the  Premier  make  that  statement. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  there  was  nothing  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  moved  that  the 
report  be  printed. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  motion  had  been 
carried. 

QUESTIONS,  AND  ORDERS  OF  THE  I>AY. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  moved  for  leave  to 
postpone  questions,  and  orders  of  the  day,  in 
order  that  motions  might  be  taken  for  the 
setting-up  of  Committees. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christchuroh  City)  said  he 
had  an  important  question  on  the  Order  Paper4 
referring  to  the  Marine  Commission  now  sit- 
ting, and  if  it  were  cot  answered  that  day  the 
chances  were  that  no  answer  would  be  given 
to  it.  It  had  reference  to  granting  of  an  in- 
demnity to  certain  witnesses,  to  enable. them 
to  tell  the  whole  facts  wiihin  their  knowledge 
as  to  Ministerial  connection  with  Captain 
Jones's  examination,  and  unless  the  Question 
were  answered  that  day  it  would  probaDly.  lose 
its  vitality. 

Mr.  SEDDON  did  not  think  it  would  take 
long  to  set  up  these  Committees.  However, 
he  did  not  know  that  the  honourable  meQlbcr 
had  any  more    claim    to  have  his   question 
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Mstwered  ihan  other  membeni  of  the  Hoom. 
He  (Mr.  Seddon)  would  take  ihe  qneeUone  in 
ihe  order  they  came. 

Motion  for  postponement  of  q;aettionB  and 
orden  of  the  day  agreed  to. 

PX7BLI0  ACCX)XJNT8  COHiaTTBE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Colonial  Treasnrer)  moTed, 
That  Standing  Order  No.  211  be  suspended, 
and  that  a  Committee,  consisting  of  eleven 
members,  be  appointed  to  examine  into  and 
report  npon  snch  qnestions  relating  to  the 
Public  Accounts  as  they  may  think  desirable, 
or  that  may  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House 
or  by  the  QoTemmenfe,  and  also  into  all  matters 
relating  to  the  finances  of  the  colony  which  the 
Qovemment  may  refer  to  them;  five  to  be  a 
quorum :  the  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  J. 
Allen,  Mr.  Dnthie,  Mr.  Fraser,  Mr.  Graham, 
Mr.  Quinness,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Morrison, 
Captain  Russell,  Mr.  Tanner,  Mr.  Ward,  and 
the  moYer.  He  wished  to  ask  leave  of  the 
House  to  substitute  the  name  of  Mr.  Fisher 
for  that  of  Mr.  Ward.  Mr.  Fisher  was  on  the 
Committee  last  year.  He  did  not  like  to  in- 
crease the  number,  and  Mr.  Ward  was  not 
likely  to  be  in  the  House  for  some  time,  and 
he  asked,  therefore,  for  the  substitution. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  (Riccarton)  said  he  wished 
to  propose  the  addition  of  certain  words  in  the 
constitution  of  this  Committee.  The  feMst  was 
that  this  Committee  was  becoming  almost  effete 
because,  owing  to  its  restricted  order  of  refer- 
ence, it  could  practically  entertain  no  work  that 
was  not  referred  to  it  either  by  the  House  or  by 
the  Goverument. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  had  fall  power. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  it  had  full  power  if 
the  Government  majority  on  that  Committee 
thought  so.  If  a  member  wished  to  bring  the 
finances  and  the  Public  Accounts  under  the  at- 
tention of  that  Conunittee  he  could  not  do  it  if 
the  Government  did  not  wish  it.  Now,  what 
he  believed  they  ought  to  do  with  this  Com- 
mittee was  to  say  it  should  inherently  have 
the  power  of  examining  the  Public  Accounts. 
That  used  to  be  the  case  with  this  Com- 
mittee, and  it  was  extremely  desiraUe  that 
the  Committee  should  be  brought  back  into  a 
useful  body  which  would  naturally  and  ne- 
cessarily discuss  and  sift  the  Public  Accounts. 
That  was  the  case  at  Home  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Accounts,  and  he  thought  it 
ought  to  be  the  case  here.  They  would  then 
become  really  the  controlling  body  in  respect 
to  the  appropriations  made  in  this  House. 
They  would  discuss  what  excesses  there  were 
upon  the  appropriations  of  the  House,  and 
they  would  report  to  the  House  how  those 
deviations  from  the  appropriations  had  taken 
place ;  and  these  miscellaneous  and  contingent 
votes  would  come  before  them,  and  they  would 
report  to  the  House  upon  them,  and  the  House 
would  not  proceed  with  the  Appropriation  Bill 
until  these  reports  had  been  received  from  that 
Committee,  f  hen  the  House  would  practically 
have  a  real  control  of  the  finances  of  the  coun- 
try, such  as  it  did  not  possess  at  the  present 
time.  What  he  desired  to  propose  was,  after 
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the  words  **  report  upon,"  to  strike  oat  tiM 
words  "questions  relating  to  the  Publie  As- 
counts  as  they  may  think  desirable,"  and  to 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following  w<»dB: 
*'  the  estimates,  and  any  question  relatiBg  to, 
or  arising  out  of,  the  Public  Aooounts,  or  any 
question."  He  moved  that  thoee  words  be 
struck  out,  and  that  the  words  he  had  read  be 
inserted. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  (EHesmere)  said  the 
honourable  member  for  Riooarton  suggested 
that  the  Committee  had  not  power  to  inquize 
into  the  Public  Accounts  as  they  stood.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  last  session  a  member  of  the 
Uppositioa — the  member  for  Wellington  (Sty 
(Mr.  Duthie)— instituted  a  very  oomprebensive 
inquiry  into  the  Public  Accounts,  as  to  how 
they  could  be  bettered,  or  improved,  or  sim]^i- 
fied,  and  they  took  a  great  deal  of  eridanos 
upon  the  subject.  He  was  sorry  to  say  the 
Committee  was  not  able  to  oompleta  this, 
because  the  evidence  was  most  useful ;  bat  hs 
did  not  think  any  attempt  was  made  last  se^ 
sion  by  the  Government  to  stop  this  inquiry. 
He  thought  the  member  for  Wellingtoa  City 
(Mr.  Dathie)  would  bear  him  out  in  this 
respect:  that  when  he  moved  the  motion  it 
was  not  opposed,  and  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent    the    Committee    from    having    com- 

Sleted  the  inquiry  into  the  Puhlio  AoooontB 
ut  the  fact  that  some  of  the  leading  memben 
of  the  Committee  could  not  always  attend,  and 
the  meetings  had  to  be  put  off  from  day  to  day, 
because  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  so  mnoli 
other  business  to  attend  to.  With  regard  to  the 
extension  of  the  functions  of  the  Committee, 
he  thought  the  member  for  Riccarton  wan  quits 
right,  and  in  extending  the  Committee  to  cover 
the  estimates  they  would  only  be  doing,  he  be- 
lieved, what  was  done  in  every  other  conntiy  of 
the  world  except  New  Zealand.  Li  I^canoe,  in 
Germany,  and  in  all  the  continental  countries 
they  had  Budget  Committees  set  up,  which 
went  into  every  item  of  the  estimates;  and  in 
France,  for  instance,  they  had  sub-oommittess 
which  considered  every  separate  vote  on  the 
estimates  and  reported  upon  these  estimates  to 
the  House.  Now,  as  politics  were  oondncted 
in  New  Zealand,  the  estimates  were  brought 
down  at  the  very  end  of  the  session,  and,  as  for 
any  report  being  brought  up  upon  them,  they 
were  not  even  given  the  information  required ; 
and,  far  from  being  referred  to  any  Committee, 
they  had  not  sufficient  time  to  consider  thcnt 
He  ventured  to  say  that  if  any  member  of  ths 
House  outside  the  Ministry  was  asked  whet 
was  the  meaning  of  certain  items  on  the  esti- 
mates, or  where  were  the  roads  and  bridgsi 
which  appeared  on  countless  pages  of  the  esti- 
mates, he  would  not  be  able  to  give  a  strsigbt 
answer  to  the  question.  He  thought,  th^n- 
fore,  it  all  pointed  in  the  direction  of  somesucb 
amendment  as  the  member  for  Biocarton  sag- 
gested  ;  and  if  that  was  done — if  the  eatimateB 
were  brought  down  at  the  beginning  of  tbe 
session  and  referred  at  once  to  the  Poblio  Ao- 
oounts Committee,  who  would  examine  them 
by  sub-committees  —  he  ventured  to  say  tbe 
estimates  would  be  a  great  deal  more 
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uioal  than  they  were  at  the  present  time.  He 
had  great  pleasure  in  supporting  the  extension 
proposed  to  be  oonferred  on  the  Committee. 

Mr.   DUTHIE    (Wellington  City)   said   the 
proposal  of  the  member  for  Biccarton  was  per- 
oape  one  of  the  most  important  that  had  yet 
been  brought  before  the  House  in  connection 
with  the  working  of  the  Committees.    The  mem- 
ber for  EUeemere  had  pointed  out  that  the  Go- 
vernment last  session  oousented  to  an  inquiry 
hj  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  as  to  the 
simplification  of  the  accounts.    No  doubt  that 
was  so,  but  it  did  not  prove  that  the  Govern- 
ment would,  by  their  majority,  consent  to  give 
full  information  on  any  particular  question  the 
members  of  the  Committee  might  wish  inquired 
into.    If  any  question  was  raised  that  was  in 
any  way  disliked   by   the    Government  —  and 
such  were  the  questions  the  Opposition  wished 
looked   into— the  majority  on  the  Committee 
were  prepared  to  prevent  any  action  such  mem- 
ber ol  the  Committee  might  take.    The  Order 
Paper  of  the  House  was  crowded  session  after 
session    with    all   manner   of    inquiries    from 
members  who   wanted  information  about  the 
finance  of  the  country.    One-half  the  returns 
movel  for  related  to  questions  of  finance,  and 
thereby   great  expense  was  incurred,  while  in 
many  cases  members  were  thwarted,  and  unable 
to  get  the  information  that  was  due  to  them  as 
the  representatives  of  the  people.    If  the  Com- 
mittee had  the  power  extended  to  it  that  the 
Public  Accounts    Committees    had    in    other 
Parliaments  that  expense  would  be  saved   to 
the  colony,  and  the  mformation  that  was  now 
«ought  for  by  members  would  at  all  times  be  at 
their  disposal.    There  should  be  nothinR  in  the 
Public  Accounts  but  what  could  be  laid  before 
members  at  any  time.     There  should  be  no 
■eoreoy.    He  had  himself  on  the  Order  Paper 
a  motion  for  a  return  of  certain  imprest  ad- 
-vances    made    to    the    Private  Secretaries  of 
Ministers  during    recent   years,    and   he  did 
not  see  why  he  should  be  compelled  to  cast 
suny  reflection  on  Ministers  by  asking  for  such 
a  return  as  that.    Such  information  should  be 
at  all    times    available,  and  if    so  suspicion 
would  be  removed.    He  held  in  his  hand  the 
rales  of  the  House  of  Commons  as  to  the  work 
of  Committees,  and  one  of  them  was  to  this 
effect : — 

•«  The  Committee  of  Public  Accounts  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  examination  of  accounts,  show- 
ing the  appropriations  of  the  sums  granted  by 
Parliament  to  meet  the  public  expenditure, 
thus  giving  the  House  of  Commons  a  strict 
control  with  respect  to  such  expenditure, 
eeonring  that  the  grants  by  Parliament  are 
Applied  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
intended." 

The  whole  of  the  accounts  were  thereby 
«t  the  disposal  of  members  for  investigation. 
The  Comimitee  in  the  House  of  Commons  also 
had  brought  before  them  the  form  of  the  esti- 
mates, and  if  there  was  any  change  as  to  the 
form  of  the  estimates  that  Committee  dealt 
with  it.  In  New  Zealand  if  that  were  the  case 
members  would  not  be  continually  asking  for 
.explanations  of  votes  for  *'  contingencies  *'  and 


"  misoellaneous,"  which  votes  were  now  with- 
held or  read  out  to  the  House  in  a  jumbled 
fashion.  If  members  here  had  the  right  that 
members  had  at  Home — a  right  that  should  be 
defended  by  the  representatives  of  the  people — 
to  the  fullest  knowledge  on  such  questions,  all 
mystery  and  suspicion  would  be  done  away 
with.  The  House  of  Commons  Commitiee  also 
considered  the  question  of  excess  votes,  but 
here  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  had  no 
such  power.  Then,  in  the  preparation  of  the 
estimates  the  rule  in  force  at  Home  was  as 
follows : — 

"  All  the  appropriation  accounts  are  placed 
befcre  the  Committee  for  their  examination, 
but  it  is  the  practice  of  the  Committee  to  con- 
fine their  attention  almost  entirely  to  those 
questions  to  which  it  is  called  by  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor-General,  and  it  is  usual  to 
secure  the  attendance  only  of  the  accounting 
officers  who,  in  the  Chairman's  opinion,  may  be 
required.  The  Comptroller  and  Audi  tor-General 
and  a  representative  of  the  Treasury  attend  to 
assist  the  Committee  during  the  taking  of  evi- 
dence. The  accounts  for  the  financial  year 
completed  are  considered  by  the  Committee." 

It  would  be  seen,  then,  that  the  Committee 
were  assisted  to  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the 
estimates  before  they  were  put  before  the 
House  of  Commons.  There  was  no  remnant  of 
mystery  there ;  everything  was  done  that  was 
possible  to  acquaint  the  representatives  of  the 
people  with  full  details  of  the  working  of  the 
public  expenditure.  In  this  colony,  however, 
it  was  all  mystery,  all  concealment,  and  oonse* 
quent  suspicion,  and  altogether  things  were  very 
unsatisfactory.  The  Committee,  in  bygone 
years,  had  the  power  of  investigation,  and  exer- 
cised it.  The  honourable  member  for  Biccarton 
mentioned  to  him  just  the  other  day  that  when 
an  Under-Secretary  he  repeatedly  attended 
before  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  and  gave 
explanations  of  all  the  various  matters  to  the 
members  of  that  Committee.  It  was  really 
most  important  that  the  House  should  again 
resume  this  control,  and  have  full  knowledge 
of  the  whole  finance  of  the  country.  No  more 
important  question  in  the  range  of  finance 
could  be  brought  before  the  House  than  that 
the  representatives  of  the  people  should  have, 
independent  of  any  Government  majority,  the 
right  restored,  and  again  control  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
as  in  the  other  colonies.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  recognise  the  necessity  of  getting  rid  of 
all  the  secrecy  and  suspicion  that  now  existed. 
All  party  feeling  should  be  laid  aside  and  the 
question  dealt  with  on  a  broad  bsAls,  so  that 
the  Committee  might  have  restored  to  it,  and 
through  it  this  House,  the  power  they  had 
exercised  by  right  in  bygone  years. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  was 
ever  doubting  and  ever  suspicious,  and  probably 
would  be  so  to  the  day  be  died.  He  told  the 
House  there  was  concealment.  Where  wat 
there  concealment  ?  In  any  motion  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  made  on  the  PubHo 
Accounts  Committee  last  year   was  he  met 
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with  oppoeition  ?  Did  the  Qoremmeiit  not  iay 
that,  as  far  as  they  Were  oonoemed,  all  the  in- 
fonnation  in  their  power  would  be  laid  before 
tibe  Committee  ?  It  was  monstrona,  then,  that, 
in  the  face  of  those  facts,  the  member  for 
Wellington  City  should  now  stand  up  and  say 
there  was  ooncealment.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  haia 
asked  the  mover  o(  the  amendment  if  it  re- 
ferred to  the  consolidated  estimates  only, 
because,  if  so,  he  had  no  strong  objection  to 
it ;  and,  if  that  was  not  the  position,  a  con- 
cession was  being  asked  for  which  did  not 
obtain  anywhere  else.  In  the  House  of  Com- 
mons they  had  no  public- works  estimates,  and 
the  same  remark  applied  to  the  other  countries 
of  which  the  hoc  curable  gentleman  spoke. 
Wben  one  wished  to  meet  members  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  with  the  view  of  pro- 
moting the  business  of  the  country,  one  was 
everlastingly  met  with  these  catchy  amend- 
ments that  probably  meant  more  than  appeared 
on  the  surface  of  them.  If  there  was  any  con- 
cealment at  all,  he  bad  no  hesitation  in  saying 
it  wan  in  the  amendment  that  was  now  before 
the  House.  The  QoYemment  had  nothing  at 
all  to  hide,  and  therefore  he  would,  rather  than 
waste  time,  agree  to  the  amendment  as  far  as 
the  consolidated  estimates  were  concerned. 

An  Hon.  Msxbeb  aakcd.  Why  not  the  public- 
works  estimates? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Committee  knew  but 
little  of  the  public  works  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  colony.  How  could  they  ?  Were  mem- 
bers to  haye  control  of  those  works,  or  were 
they  to  be  left  to  the  Ministers,  the  engineers, 
and  the  officers  in  charge,  who  surely  were 
the  most  competent  persons  to  have  charge 
of  them?  That  was  where  the  concealment 
came  in  in  the  amendment.  The  amendment 
was  intended  to  cover  the  public -works  esti- 
mates as  well  as  the  consolidated  estimates; 
and,  that  being  the  evident  object,  he  would 
say  at  once  he  would  not  agree  to  it.  There 
was  this,  too:  the  amendment  meant  delay. 
The  estimates  would  go  before  the  Committee, 
wbo  would  want  this  and  that  pi«»oe  of  informa- 
tion, and  the  result  would  be  that  the  estimates 
would  be  delayed  until  the  last  davs  of  the  ses- 
sion. If  he  wished  to  cause  delay  m  the  House, 
that  was  the  very  step  he  might  take.  He  would 
send  the  estimates  to  the  Conmiittee,  and  in- 
sist on  inquiry  being  made  into  every  item. 
Then,  when  the  House  asked  for  the  esti- 
mates, he  would  have  to  say,  "They  have 
fone  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 
Ton  insisted  on  them  going  there,  and,  as 
they  are    there,  we  will  keep   them    there.** 

ft  fin     Where  was  the  concealment  there? 

^'^'  The  Opposition  talked  about  what  had- 
occurred  in  years  gone  by.  Now,  at  the  time 
the  late  Sir  Harry  Atkinson  was  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, the  notice  of  motion  in  regard  to  this 
Commit  tee  was  worded  exactly  the  same  as  the 
notice  of  motion  of  to-day ;  and  when  the  Hon. 
Mr.  BoUeston  was  a  Minister  on  those  benches 
it  was  worded  the  same.  Then,  why  should 
this  Qovernment  be  treated  differently  from 
ai^y  other  Qoyemment  ?  The  amendment  had 
been  arranged  for  no  other  reason  than  to  block 
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the  bnsineea  of  the  country.  An  airaagenml^ 
had  been  made  to  pass  these  Oommittees ;  tbi 
names  of  the  members  had  been  arranged,  aad^ 
as  had  occurred  on  the  previous  day,  without 
the  slightest  warning,  this  arrangement  had  been 
interrupted  and  a  debate  had  been  got  ap.  Ba 
therefore  could  not  accept  the  amendment;  and 
if  he  wished  to  use  the  amendment  a^  a  weapon 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  delay  he 
could  so  use  it.  He  had  offered  a  fair  com- 
promise, and  it  had  been  rejected.  Wdl,  he 
would  simply  say  that  he  withdrew  the  offer. 
Mr.  DUTHIE. — ^You  are  an  arbitrary  louu 
Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  not  arbitrary ;  he 
was  willing  to  be  reasonable,  and  had  agreed 
to  what  was  reasonable,  but  he  was  not  pre- 
pared, after  an  arrangement  had  been  eome 
to,  to  have  a  surprise  sprung  on  him  with- 
out the  slightest  warning.  It  was  not  oonr- 
teous  on  the  part  of  the  Opposition,  after 
an  arrangement  bad  been  arrived  at  witti 
regard  to  these  Committees,  to  depart  from  it. 
He  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  might 
have  submitted  his  proposed  amendment  to 
him,  so  that  he  would  have  known  the  matter 
was  coming  up,  and  could  have  had  it  out  witti 
the  honourable  gentleman.  But  he  objected 
to  any  catch  amendment  like  this,  which 
would  really  frustrate  the  object  the  bonoar- 
able  gentleman  was  seeking  to  achieve.  And 
not  only  would  that  be  the  case,  but  if  the  pio- 
posal  were  carried  it  would  practically  render 
the  passing  of  estimates  an  impossibilitj.  An- 
other aspect  of  the  question  was  this:  Bvery 
member  of  tlie  Houne  had  his  responsibility 
in  regard  to  the  estimates  as  much  as  any 
member  of  the  Public  Acoounts  Committee. 
Why  should  a  Select  Committee  be  placed  in 
possession  of  information  which  was  kept  back 
from  the  other  members  of  the  House?  The 
information  in  respect  to  the  estimatee  could  be 
given  wben  the  Minister  was  at  the  table ;  and 
every  member  of  the  House  was  as  much  en- 
titled to  that  information  as  the  members  of 
the  Committee.  Why  should  eight  or  tsn 
members  only  be  pis  cad  in  a  better  positios 
than  the  rest  of  the  House  ?  Npw,  this  OOm- 
mittee  was  practically  a  confidential  one,  unless 
there  was  a  question  specially  referred  to  iL 
Again,  there  was  a  danger — and  no  one  knew  it 
better  than  the  member  for  Wellington — in 
regard  to  the  financial  operations,  wbioh  some- 
times were  of  a  confidential  oharaoter,  leaking 
out.  There  was  that  danger.  Then,  in  regstd 
to  the  order  of  reference  to  this  particular  Ooa- 
mittee,  how  could  they  make  it  wider  than  it 
was?  The  notice  of  motion  read,  '*  That  a 
Committee,  consisting  of  eleven  members,  be 
appointed  to  examine  into  and  report  open 
such  questions  relating  to  the  F^blie  Ae- 
counts  as  they  may  think  desirable.**  How 
much  wider  could  they  have  it  than  that? 
And  he  questioned  very  much  whether  the 
estimates  did  not  come  under  the  heading  ct 
**  Public  Accounts,'*  if  the  Committee  decided. 
Well,  he  did  not  understand  why  this  snipriie 
had  been  sprung  on  the  Government  thai  after- 
noon. This  order; of  reference,  had  been  eoa* 
sidered  wide  enough  for  the  last  twenty  ycMS» 
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and  be  did  not  know  that  there  had  been  Miy 
eonoealment.  He  did  not  see  that  there  was 
any  possibility  whatever  of  oonoealment,  and 
he  did  not  see  that  any  one  member  of  a  Gom- 
mittee  of  this  kind  should  have  the  opportunity 
of  reviewing  and  determining  or  of  reoom- 
nending  expenditure  when  he  had  no  personal 
knowledge  whatever  of  the  snbjeot-maiter  re- 
ferred to  him.  That  was  the  attitude  he  took 
up  in  respect  to  this  amendment ;  and,  as  to 
the  prooedure  in  other  countries,  the  authority 
quoted  the  other  day,  and  the  authority  quoted 
tnat  day  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington Giiy  (Mr.  Duthie)  simply  supported 
tiie  present  position,  and  supported  this  order 
of  reference  absolutely.  With  regard  to 
the  exoees  expenditure,  the  particulars  of 
wbioh  he  had  laid  on  the  table  that  day — the 
unauthorised  expenditure->he  would  state  now 
to  gentlemen  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House  that  if  they  liked  to  refer  the  un- 
aathorised  expenditure  to  this  Committee  he 
should  take  no  exception  to  the  proposal.  If 
that  were  done  it  would  be  placing  the  Com- 
mittee in  possession  of  information  which  was 
lapplied  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  of 
fthe  House  of  Commons,  and  to  a  similar  Com- 
mittee in  the  French  Parliament.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  it  would  be  a  fair  conclusion  to 
assume  that  the  member  for  Christchurch  City 
(Bir.  Taylor)  and  the  member  for  Riocarton 
bad  been  in  collusion,  and  that  there  was  a 
ooospiraoy  for  the  purpose  of  causing  by  this  de- 
bate a  delay  that  would  prevent  the  member  for 
Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor)  asking  his  ques- 
tion. It  would  seem  from  the  proceedings  that 
afternoon  that  there  was  some  colour  for  the 
assomption  that  the  member  for  Christchurch 
City  seemed  to  be  afraid  of  his  question  coming 
on.  Why  did  the  honourable  gentleman  have 
this  fear?  The  question  was  not  very  far 
down  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  he  therefore 
antidpated  that  there  had  been  a  preconcerted 
arrangement,  and  one  that  had  been  made  with 
the  oognisanoe  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City.  Now,  if  honourable  mem- 
bers thought  for  a  moment  that  they  were 
going  to  spring  such  a  surprise  on  him,  and 
that  he  did  not  know  what  they  were  going  to 
do,  or  wished  to  get  at,  they  were  making  a 
very  grave  mistake.  If  they  dealt  with  him 
openly,  and  placed  the  matter  before  him  in 
such  a  way  as  to  prevent  a  debate 

Hon.  MxMBBBS. — Ha,  ha  1 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  say,  then,  that  it  was 
fcbey  who  were  preventing  business  being  done. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  said  he  had  six  notices  of 
motion  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  the  Premier 
would  not  allow  one  to  be  brought  on. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  Government  were 
not  responsible  for  the  delay  that  had  taken 
place.  The  state  of  congestion  on  the  Order 
Paper  as  regards  questions  and  notices  of 
motion  was  due  to  the  action  of  the  Opposition 
m  moving  a  no-confidence  motion.  They  were 
responsible  for  that,  and  it  was  very  wrong  of 
them,  after  having  brought  about  that  con- 
gestion, to  upbraid  the  Government  because 
they  could  not  get  on  with  their  notices  of 


motion.    All  their  notices  of  motibrt,  and  all 
the  questions  they  had  put  on  the  Order  Paper, 
had  been  blocked  by  what  had  taken  place.    It 
showed  that  they  did  not  want  any  business 
done.    They  did    not   want    these    questions 
answered   at   all.    All    they    wanted  was   to 
block  business— to  keep  members  of  the  Houa* 
there  for  a  few  weeks,  and  .then  to  tell  them 
it  was  time  to  get  the  estimates  through  and 
go  home.    If   not,  why  did  thev  bring  for- 
ward   these    surprises?    He    said   the   thing 
was   impracticable   and   impossible,    and   no- 
one    knew   it   better    than    the    honourable 
gentleman.    The  Qovernment  were  prepared 
to  give   the  fullest   information.    There   was- 
so  much  said  about  certain  items  of  expendi- 
ture under  the   heading   of   "  Miscellaneous"' 
that   he  would   anticipate   the    estimates  by 
saying  that  instructions  were  given  to  set  out 
the  thousands  and  thousands  of  pounds  which 
they  found  had  been  wrapped  up  in  that  way 
for  years  before  they  came  into  office.    They 
had  simply  continued  the  practice  which  they 
found  to  be  in  existence.    But  when  they  got. 
the  estimates  now  there  was  no  reason  for  it. 
In  the  first  place,  it  was  subdivided  in  the  esti- 
mactes  as  far  as  they  could  subdivide  it,  and  when 
the  estimates  were  placed  before  the  House  there- 
was  now  simultaneously  submitted  along  with 
them  a  statement  showing  what  the  '*  Contin- 
gencies "  were  for.    When  they  were  prepared 
to  meet  members  like  that,  and  then  had  a  sur- 

Erise  sprung  upon  them  such  as  that  which 
ad  taxen  place  this  afternoon,  surely  they  had' 
every  reason  to  complain.  As  far  as  the  public- 
works  estimates  and  the  other  estimates  were 
concerned,  it  was  practically  impossible  to  do 
what  was  asked— that  was  to  say,  to  bring  the 
Secretaries  of  every  department  before  the 
Committee  and  go  through  the  estimates  item 
by  item.  He  haid  been  vratching  the  estimates, 
every  day,  and  if  those  honourable  gentlemen 
were  to  have  their  way  he  simply  said  they 
would  delay  the  estimates  from  being  passed, 
and  it  would  mean  Ihat  the  great  bulk  of  mem- 
bers would  only  know  so  much.  The  other - 
members,  when  they  came  to  the  various 
items,  would  say,  '*  Ob,  that  is  all  right ;  pass 
it."  And  why?  Beoause  they  had  been  at 
this  inquisition,  and  had  had  this  information 
given  to  them,  and  the  other  members  were 
not  to  know  anythmg  about  it.  Ho  opposed 
this  amendment.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
negative  it,  so  that  they  might  go  on  with  their 
busineBS. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa)  said  the  Pre- 
mier had  involved  himself  in  a  mass  of  contra- 
dictions. To  begin  with,  he  recited  the  reso- 
lution as  it  stood  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  asked 
how  he  could  possibly  make  it  wider,  and  then 
he  complained  of  the  amendment  which  was 
proposed  by  the  honourable  member  forBiocar- 
ton.  Why  did  he  refuse  his  consent  to  that 
amendment?  Because  it  made  the  resolution 
wider.  If  he  had  no  objection  to  widen  the 
scope  of  the  resolution  why  did  he  object  to  the 
amendment?  Would  the  honourable  gentle- 
man answer  him  that  ? 
Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  impossible. 
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Mt.  BUOHANAK  said  the  honoarable  gentle- 
man, however,  professed  a  desire  to  give  the 
foUest  information  to  the  members  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Yes ;  bnt  not  to  a  seleot 
few  of  the  members. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  wonld  oome  to  that  pre- 
sently. The  right  honourable  gentleman  ex- 
pressed a  defire  to  give  to  the  Pablio  Ac- 
counts Committee  every  information — that  he 
Juid  nothing  whatever  to  oonoeal.  What  a 
wonderful  cooverBion  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  gone  through  sinoe  last  session,  for 
instance,  when  he  tried  everything  he  knew 
to  conceal  certain  financial  transactions  from 
the  representatives  of  the  people.  Let  them  go 
back  to  the  notorious  seizure  of  the  local 
bodies'  sinking  funds.  What  was  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  attitude  then  ?  Besentmeut 
against  this  side  of  the  House,  because  they 
were  determined  to  discover  what  he  wished  to 
•conceal — namely,  that  he  had  misappropriated 
sinking  funds  which  should  not  have  been  dis- 
turbed without  the  consent  of  Parliament,  and 
which  should  have  been  left  to  accumulate  in 
-order  to  pay  off  the  debts  of  the  local  bodies. 

An  Hon.  MsuBESsaid  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  entirely  wrong. 

Mr.  .BUCHANAN  said  he  was  not  at  all 
wrong.  And  what  happened  when  the  honour- 
.  able  member  for  Patea  was  proposed  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  ?  The 
Primier  absolutely  refused  to  give  his  consent, 
because  it  was  he  who  exposed  what  the  Pre- 
mier wished  to  conceal  from  this  House  and 
from  the  colony.  His  punishment  was  exclu- 
sion from  membership  of  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee.  That  was  only  one  instance. 
What  was  the  latest  instance  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  keen  desire  to  have  all  finan- 
cial information  placed  before  the  public  of 
this  colony?  Was  not  the  injustice  that  had 
been  done  to  an  ofScer  of  this  House  fresh 
within  their  memory?  He  was  referring  now 
to  the  Auditor-Oeneral,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
Premier  when  speaking  to  a  deputation  in 
Masterton.  He  (Mr.  Buchanan)  had  ohal- 
lenRcd  the  Premier  a  few  days  ego  on  the  floor 
of  the  House  to  deny  that  that  officer  had  done 
other  than  his  duty  in  attaching  a  memorandum 
to  the  Public  Accounts  of  the  oolonv  showing 
the  default  committed  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man as  Colonial  Treasurer.  Then,  what  did  he 
do  last  year,  when  the  Auditor-General  sent  a 
memorandum  to  this  House  calling  attention 
to  an  irregularity  connected  with  the  thirty 
thousand  pounds'  worth  of  railway  material 
that  had  been  transferred  from  Working  Bail- 
ways  to  the  Public  Works  Department  ?  Did 
they  not  well  remember  the  resentment  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  at  his  misconduct  in 
this  regard  being  laid  bare?  And  now,  for- 
sooth, he  told  them  that  on  every  occasion  his 
only  wish  was  to  lay  bare  all  the  financial 
transactions  that  should  be  placed  in  the 
possession  of  this  House.  The  honourable 
gentleman  must  surely  think  thev  were  all 
children.  He  must  surely  think  that  he  was 
on  some  quiet  country  platform,  where  he  could 


expatiate  in  his  welUknown  stf  le  and  tell  all 
sorte  of  fairy  stories,  knowing  his  audienoe  had 
no  means  of  deciding  whether  he  was  teHfaig 
the  truth  or  not.  Talk  about  the  waste  of  tinis  ? 
The  honourable  gentleman  took  nearly  half  an 
hour  a  little  while  ago  to  say — what  ? 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— Much  more  than  you  have 
said  as  vet. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  had  said  nothing  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  could  deny,  and  be 
would  be  prepared  to  say  more.  And  then 
he  told  them  how  wrong  it  would  be  if  infor- 
mation was  given  to  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee that  was  withheld  from  other  membefs 
of  the  House.  Why,  the  very  reason  the 
honourable  gentleman  gave  for  the  exolnsioD 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Patea  from  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  was  that  he  eoold 
not  trust  the  honourable  member ;  he  knew 
that  information  necessarily  cam.e  into  the 
bands  of  the  Public  Acoounta  Committee 
which  the  Government  would  not  be  justi- 
fied in  placing  in  the  bands  of  members  d 
the  House  generally. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea  except  that 
he  had  referred  to  confidential  matters. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  was  simply  referring  to  the 
language  which  the  Premier  used  to  this 
House,  when  he  explained  his  refusal  to  have 
that  honourable  gentleman  on  the  PubUo 
Accounts  Committee.  He  could  not  deov 
the  truth  of  what  he  (Mr.  Buchanan)  had  eaio. 
Then  the  Premier  asked,  Why  yras  tiiia  Go- 
vernment to  be  treated  differently  to  other 
Gk>vemment8?  The  honourable  member  also 
said  the  order  of  reference  was  the  same  as  it 
had  been  under  other  Govemmente  for  years 
past.  The  reason  was  this:  that  the  Premier 
used  his  majority  on  the  PubUo  AoooanfcB 
Committee,  and  in  the  House,  to  withhold 
information  which  other  Governments  never 
thought  of  withholding.  The  Premier  spoke 
of  a  surprise  being  sprung  upon  him  that 
afternoon.  The  honourable  gentleman  was 
himself  reaponsible  for  the  time  of  the  BDooss 
being  taken  up  in  the  wav  it  had  been, 
because  he  refused  all  reasonable  requests  ironi 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Chrfstchurch  City)  said  the 
fact  of  the  Premier  speaking  just  now  suggested 
that  be  wanted  to  dodge  answering  a  questioo 
which  he  (Mr.  Taylor)  wished  to  put  to  him, 
and  to  serve  that  purpose  he  had  brought  up 
the  question  of  the  appointment  of  Committees. 
The  Premier  told  the  House  that  It  was  to 
have  the  details  of  the  "  contingencies  '*  votes 
without  any  further  cavilling.  He  (Mr.  Taylor) 
congratulated  the  House  upon  the  fact  that 
that  measure  of  reform  had  been  won — and  not 
conceded  voluntorily  —  but  was  praotieaUy 
wrung  from  the  Administration.  Coring  m 
last  two  sessions  there  had  been  a  battle-rojal 
over  the  right  of  the  House,  as  opposed  to  the 
wish  of  the  Ministry,  in  regard  to  the  know- 
ledge of  "  contingencies  "  votes,  and  if  further 
reform  was  to  be  woiwit  would  be  by  eniotly 
the  same  methods  as  had  succeeded  up  to  tbie 
present.    There  was  no  denying  the  tiot  that 
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the  pcinoipal  funotioQ  of  the  Hoage  in  regard 
to  finanoial  bosiness  Beamed  to  be  yoting 
sappliM.  The  Premier  knew  well  enough  that, 
nnder  the  present  system,  so  far  as  the 
publio-works  estimates  were  ooncemed,  mem- 
bers had  no  opportunity  whatever  of  getting 
at  the  merits  of  the  various  votes.  Some 
members  suggested  that  if  the  estimates  were 
plaoed  before  the  Publio  Accounts  Committee 
the  poeition  of  affairs  would  not  be  improved. 
He  held  that  the  position  would  be  materially 
improved,  for  this  reason:  the  argument  was 
th«t  the  departmental  officers  had  now  to  fix 
the  details  of  the  public- works  estimates.  If 
that  was  so,  then  the  House  and  the  country 
were  at  the  mercy  of  the  departmental  officers. 
The  Premier  declared  that  the  members  did 
not  know  anything  of  the  merits  of  publio  works 
in  the  Bay  of  Islands,  say,  or  in  other  out-of- 
the-way  portions  of  the  colony.  He  (Mr  Taylor) 
wanted  to  know  what  the  average  Minister 
knew  about  the  items  of  the  publio-works 
estimates?  Not  much.  There  were  hundreds 
of  items  of  the  public-works  estimates  which  it 
waa  impossible  that  any  Minister  could  per- 
sonally have  knowledge  of.  How  did  the 
Minister  ascertain  the  merits  of  these  works  ? 
By  oonsultation  with  the  departmental  officers. 

Mr.  SEDOON. — And  from  the  members  for 
the  district. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  said  they  were  told  in  the 
Governor's  Speech  a  few  weeks  ago  that  the 
eetixnates  were  ready,  and  had  been  prepared 
with  due  regard  to  economy.  If  that  was  not 
false,  it  meant  that  the  estimates  were  now 
prepared;  and,  if  they  were  made  subject  to 
the  control  of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee, 
those  estimates  could  now  day  by  day  be  inves- 
tigated by  that  Committee,  and  the  merits  of 
the  various  works  could  be  ascertained.  The 
eetimates  usually  came  down  at  the  tail-end  of 
(he  session,  when  members  were  pretty  well 
tired  out,  and  when  they  were  anxious  to  get 
baok  to  their  ordinary  businessea.  From  his 
experience  of  the  last  two  sessions  he  could  say 
that  there  was  really  no  effective  or  efficient 
oritioism  directed  to  the  details  of  the  esti- 
mates. They  had  had  from  the  Premier  the 
astounding  statement  that  the  terms  of  the 
original  motion  were  sufficiently  wide  to  per- 
mit of  the  estimates  being  considered  by 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  and,  shortly 
after  that,  the  Premier  said  he  would  not  allow 
the  estimates  to  be  considered  by  that  Com- 
mittee. The  Premier  knew  well  enough  that 
the  estimates  were  not  the  Public  Accounts  of 
the  colony ;  they  did  not  become  the  public  ac- 
oounts  until  they  had  actually  passed  into  opera- 
tion. As  to  the  consolidated  estimates  going 
before  the  Committee,  the  Premier  knows  very 
well  that  it  is  not  the  consolidated  estimates 
that  the  Government  wish  to  retain  control 
over ;  it  is  the  public- works  estimates  that  are 
most  useful  to  the  Government  for  party  pur- 


Mr.  SEDDON.--Y0U  want  them  for  party 
purposes,  do  you  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said,  No ;  he  was  speaking  now 
as  a  supporter  of  the  Premier,  and  the  Premier 


did  not  relish  a  frank  admission  like  that.  The 
member  for  Maaterton  interjected ;  but  be  could 
say  there  was  intelligence  behind  his  vote,  and 
that  was  more  than  the  honourable  member 
for  Masterton  oould  usually  say  with  respect 
to  his  vote.  You  would  search  in  vain  through 
the  votes  of  the  member  for  Masterton  for 
any  spark  of  intelligence.  There  was  party 
loyalty  always,  however,  but  that  was  the  only 
standard  the  honourable  member  put  up  for 
his  guidance.  The  Premier  first  of  all 
declared  that  the  order  of  reference  in  the 
motion  was  wide  enough  to  meet  the  amend- 
ment of  the  member  for  Biccarton,  and  in  the 
next  breath  the  House  was  told  that  he  would 
not  have  the  estimates  placed  before  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee.  The  House  had  not  for- 
gotten, surely,  that  it  did  not  matter  whether 
it  was  the  House  which  asked  for  information, 
or  a  public  officer  who  pointed  out  some  action 
that  ne  thought  questionable  on  the  part  of  the 
Administration.  If  it  was  a  public  officer — as 
was  the  case  with  the  Auditor-General — he  was 
bullied  immediately  for  his  pains ;  and  if  the 
House,  it  was  denied  its  rights.  Last  session 
they  had  the  Minister  for  Railways  actually 
threatening  the  Auditor- General  with  dismissal 
because  he  dared  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  corrupt  practices  in  connection  with 
the  public  accounts. 

Mr.  CADMAN. — It  is  time  the  department 
was  abolished  ;  the  system  is  obsolete. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  no  doubt  the  Government 
thought  that  any  department  that  questioned 
any  act  of  administration  ought  to  be  abolished. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — What  about  the  corre- 
spondence about  the  penny  stamp  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  that  correspondence  was 
no  credit  to  the  people  who  made  it  necessary. 
It  showed  as  much  laxity  in  that  department 
as  the  correspondence  with  respect  to  the 
granting  of  Captain  Jones's  certificate  showed 
a  delightful  condition  of  laxitv  in  connection 
with  the  administration  generally.  Last  session^ 
because  the  Auditor-General  had  dared  to  call  the^ 
attention  of  the  House  to  matters  that  had  come' 
within  his  own  knowledge,  he  was  threatened 
with  abolition,  and,  again,  this  year,  because  he 
dared— why,  the  Auditor's  presumption  was 
almost  equal  to  high  treason — to  question  the 
legality  of  certain  items  of  expenditure  in  con- 
nection with  technical  education,  up  and  down 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  colony  there 
were  threats  of  dismissal  held  out  against  him 
by  the  Premier.  And  when  the  House  asked 
that  the  estimates  should  be  placed  before  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee,  a  similar  attitude 
was  taken  up,  and  they  were  reminded,  with 
all  the  abandon  of  a  school  bully,  that  they 
should  not  have  these  estimates :  and  once  more 
they  had  to  stand  aside  and  allow  the  Ministry 
to  control  the  PubUo  Accounts  for  party  pur- 
poses. There  were  other  questions  connected 
with  this  matter.  The  Premier  said  that  no 
member  of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  had 
any  pernonal  knowledge  of  the  works  that  were 
covered  by  the  publio  works  estimates.  Well, 
that  might  be  perfectly  true;  but  if  it  was  true 
of  the  members  of  the  Public  Accounts  Com* 
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miitee,  how  mcich  truer  was  it  of  membera  of 
the  Honse  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  ?  If  it 
was  true  in  one  case  it  was  tnie  in  the  other ; 
and  he  mast  say  it  was  not  the  right  thing  to  find 
Any  Ministry  trying  Co  prevent  the  fallest  pos- 
sible control  of  the  estimates  from  being  vested 
in  the  House,  for  it  gave  strength  to  the  sus- 
picion the  honourable  member  for  Ellesmere 
voiced  a  few  days  ago,  when  he  suggested  a 
satirical  amendment  to  the  Address  in  Beply, 
referring  to  the  fact  that  the  back  staircase  to 
the  Ministerial  rooms  had  been  specially  im- 
proved with  a  view  of  facilitating  the  ingress 
juid  egrens  of  members  of  the  House  who  were 
begging  favours  in  the  shape  of  public- works 
votes.  They  knew  well  enough  that  the  public- 
works  estimates  were  held  over  certain  mem- 
bem  whose  greatest  need  was  public  works, 
«o  far  as  their  districts  were  concerned — the 
public-works  estimates  were  held  over  those 
members  like  a  lash  until  the  will  of  the  Qo- 
veznment  had  been  done  for  the  bulk  of  the 
session,  and  then  the  estimates  were  brought 
down,  and  they  had  a  "go-as-you-please"  to 
the  end  of  the  session.  They  were  assured  by  the 
Governor  that  the  whole  of  the  estimates  for  the 
year  were  ready— and  yet  this  was  theUth  July. 
April,  May,  June,  and  July  had  nearly  gone, 
And  the  public  works  of  the  oolony,  under  esti> 
mates  which  they  probably  would  not  see  for 
two  months  to  come,  were  going  on.  And  then 
honourable  members  prided  themselves  upon 
the  aRSiAnption  that  they  were  assembled  in 
Parliament  to  control  the  public  expenditure. 
Why,  the  fact  was  they  met  to  do  almost  as 
they  were  told.  They  were  graciously  per- 
mitted to  make  protests — and  every  member 
failed  in  his  public  duty  if  he  did  not ;  but  he 
declared  that  the  trend  of  things  was  to  confine 
the  function  of  the  Assembly  to  voting  supplies 
rather  than  to  exercising  any  effective  control 
in  matters  of  legislation  or  administration. 
As  a  member  of  the  House,  he  had  protested 
against  that  before,  and  he  should  protest 
against  it  upon  every  opportunity— against  a 
<*^tate  of  things  which,  whilst  excellent  as  a 
protection  of  party,  spelt— and  they  would  be 
wise  to  acknowledge  it— the  degradation  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  HOGG  (Masterton)  said  that,  as  usual, 
they  bad  been  treated  to  a  characteristic  scold- 
ing address  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Ohristchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor).  The  House 
was  now  well  accustomed  to  this  kind  of  music. 
They  heard  it  morn,  and  noon,  and  evening 
through  the  session,  in  the  lobbies  and  in  the 
House,  and  sometimes  from  the  platform.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  referred  to  his  in- 
telligence. There  was  no  doubt  he  believed 
himself  pcssessed  of  a  very  large  amount  of 
superior  intelligence,  but  it  was  generally  found 
of  people  who  boasted  about  their  intelligence 
that,  when  they  came  to  be  analysed,  there  was 
very  little  in  them,  and  that  they  made  up  for 
their  natural  deficiencies,  by  the  activity  of  a 
little  muscular  organ  that  was  continually 
making  a  tremendous  noise  in  the  world. 
Well,  hh  could  Fay,  with  regard,  to  the  honour- 
able j|[entleman,  that  he  had  been  takixm  up  a 
Mr,  Taylor 


great  deal  of  valuable  time  that  afternoon 
talking  about  a  thing  of  which  he  evidentlr 
knew  very  little.  He  had  been  crying  out  fiir 
the  public-works  estimates;  teUing  members 
that  the  estimates  ought  to  be  placed  before 
them,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Aooountv 
Committee.  Why,  the  honourable  gentleman^  in 
every  sent^ice,  had  been  revealing  bis  absoliifte 
ignorance  of  the  question  with  which  he 
was  dealing.  How  were  those  eatimatea  pie- 
pared?  He  would  venture  to  aay  thai  the 
honourable  gentleman  knew  nothing  about  the 
process.  If  he  had  known  anything  about  the 
subject  he  had  been  dealing  with,  he  would 
have  known  that  it  was  chiefly  during  the  time 
Parliament  was  in  aession  that  they  could  be 
prepared.  It  was  only  then  that  an  oppor- 
tunity was  given  for  country  membexs  MJoi 
their  constituents  to  come  into  contact  witk 
Ministers  and  make  their  wants  thoroughly 
known.  But  what  had  the  honourable  gentla> 
man  done  ?  What  did  he  know  about  it  f  Did 
he  interview  Ministers  on  behalf  of  his  ood- 
stituents,  and  explain  to  Ministers  their  re- 
quirements? While  honourable  membexs  for 
country  districts  were  endeavooring  to  necuie 
improvements  for  their  districta,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  either  running  roond  the 
oolony  cultivating  prejudices  and  proelatminfi 
fads,  or  making  excursions  to  his  own  Cathedral 
City.  Now  and  again  he  oould  tell  them  of 
what  happened  in  slums  and  back  streets ;  bat 
when  it  came  to  the  needs  of  the  oountry  he 
knew  nothing  about  them.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  given  them  a  speech  that 
was  devoid  of  argument,  rhyme,  or  reaeon— 
a  speech  that  would  have  been  no  oredit 
even  to  an  intelligent  rough,  let  alone  to  a 
representative  in  Parliament.  Why  should 
the  honourable  member  make  use  of  his 
privileges  as  a  member  of  that  House^  fran 
time  to  time,  to  abuse  members  and  Minis- 
ters? Why  should  he  ascail  men,  in  whon 
the  colony  has  reposed  its  full  oonfidenoe, 
with  the  contents  of  a  slang  dictionary  in  a 
way  peculiarly  his  own,  but  which  must  he 
offensive  to  the  intelligence  of  the  people  T 
The  honourable  member  boasted  of  his  int^i- 
gence,  but  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  of 
what  it  consisted.  Every  time  he  rose  In  the 
House  it  was  to  give  an  objeot-lesson  npoa  the 
law  of  libel.  On  the  platform,  if  people  con- 
sidered it  worUi  while  to  take  notlee  of  tht 
honourable  gentleman,  he  would  probably  find 
himself  in  trouble  every  time  he  used  it.  The 
honourable  gentleman's  security  depended  upon 
the  fact  that  he  was  simply  a  nondescript,  to 
whom  honest  men  and  women  pikid  Teiy  little 
attention.  It  was  upon  that  he  relied  for  pro- 
tection. Then  he  talked  about  members  b&sg 
supporters  of  this  and  that.  Was  the  hano<l^ 
able  gentleman  a  supporter  of  any  one,  or  any- 
thing ?  Was  he  not  a  public  dennxioiator  of 
everything,  good  and  bad  alike  ?  Was  he  not 
an  arrant  scold?  Was  there  a  fish-wife  in 
New  Zealand,  or  in  any  part  of  the  worU. 
who  oould  hold  her  own  with  him  m 
vituperation?  He  (Mr,  Hogg>  did  not  tbU 
that  any   merit  atlaohad  lo   muh  oondooL 
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The   people   of    GbriBtohnzoh   mighi   esteem 
the  honourable  member;    but  he   oongidered 
that  any  intelligent  assembly,  any  intelligent 
andienoe,  in  any  part  of  the  world  would  resent 
the  diatribes  that  were  heard  continually  fall- 
iog  from  the  honourable  gentleman.    It  was  to 
be  hoped  that  they  would  hear  fewer  of  these 
political  Caudle  curtain  -  lectures.    They  had 
.witnessed  the  honourable  gentleman,  ever  since 
he  entered  (he  House,  parading  himself  as  a 
sort  of  animated  walking  enoyolopsadia — one 
who  knew  everything,  and  was  superior  to  the 
rest  of  his  kind — and  not  only  did  he  attempt 
10  interfere  with  Ministers  of  the  Grown  but 
with  every  member  in  the  House.   The  honour- 
able gentleman  had  attempted  to  interfere  in 
his  (Mr.  Hogg's)  district,  and  then,  when  he 
was  held  up  to  publio  opprobrium  and  shown 
in  his  proper  light,   when  he  waA  challenged 
mith  his  own  utterances,  what  happened  ?   Did 
he  boldly  and  manfullv  meet  his  accusers  and 
acknowledge  that  he  had  been  maligning  the 
old  men  and  women  of  New  Zealand?    Had 
be  the  courage  to  face  his  own  remarks  ?    No  1 
the  honourable   gentleman  waited   until  he 
thought  the  words  were  forgotten,  and  then, 
through  the  Press  of  his  own  city,  he  wrote 
litters  denying  that  he  ever  gave  utterance  to 
those  morbid  sentiments  which  he  must  posi- 
tively know  he  expressed.    He  hoped  he  would 
ncvttr  degrade  himself  in  the  way  that  honour- 
able gentleman  had.    He  hoped  he  would  never 
be  in  the  position  of  finding  it  necessary  to  deny 
the  utterance  of  words  or  sentiments  which  he 
•employed    in   that  House.    No    matter  what 
hi^pened    with   regard    to  his   relation  with 
members,  or  his  constituents,  or  the  people  of 
Kew  Zealand,  he  would  never  deny  the  utter- 
ances which  he  made  use  of.    But  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  had  done  so,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  well  aware  of  it.    He  hoped  the 
hoBoorable  gentleman  would  learn  a  lesson  for 
the  future,  and  when  he  felt  inclined  to  repri- 
mand Ministers  because  of  their  shortcomiugs, 
ha  would  take  a  little  pains  and  investigate  the 
matter  with  which  he  was  dealing.    Had  the 
honoarable  gentleman  investigated  the  matter 
with  which  he  was  dealing  that  afternoon,  he 
woold  have  found  that  the  only  way  in  which  the 
estimates  could  b#  prepared  was  while  the  ses- 
sion was  in  progress,  and  by  the  political  head 
•of  the  department,  who  was  the  recipient  of 
advice  from  his  officers  and  also  of  information 
bom  the  representatives  of  the  various  districts 
and  their  constituents.    There  would  be  no  use 
whatever  for   deputations  to  come    here  and 
wait  upon  their  representatives— no  need  for 
the  members  to  represent  the  wants  of  their 
constituents  to  Ministers — if  the  public- works 
•estimates  were  to  be  prepared  in  the  way  the 
honourable  gentleman  suggested.     And  what 
would  become  of  these  estimates  if  they  were 
<ahmitted  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee, 
•oc  to  any  Committee  of  this  House?    Talk 
about  throwing  down  a  piece  of  meat  among  a 
let  ol  hungry  dogs  1    Talk  about  throwing  down 
•^  bone  to  a  Ipt  of  ferocious  mastiffs  1    Why, 
4be   scene  that   would    ensue  would  be  no- 
Ikmg  like  what  upold  happen  oa  the  Public 


Accounts  Committee,  or  any  other  Committee 
if  those  estimates  were  submitted  to  it.  Under 
such  circumstances,  was  it  likely  that  justice 
would  be  done  to  any  part  of  the  colony? 
They  did  not  want  to  have  a  scramble  over 
works   that    were   absolutely  wanted    by  the 

nile  of  the  country.  These  things  must 
eft  to  the  judgment  of  one  man  at  the 
head  of  the  department,  who  knew  how  much 
money  he  had  available.  After  consulting  his 
departmental  officers,  and  hearing  the  repre- 
sentations 4>f  members  representing  various 
districts,  he  alone  should  be  entrusted  with  the 
responsible  work  of  deciding  how  the  money 
should  be  voted  and  ^distributed.  He  never 
attempted  to  influence  the  Minister  of  Lands 
or  the  Minister  for  Public  Works.  He  vras 
content  to  wait  till  the  time  when  the  esti- 
mates came  out,  and,  if  they  were  not  satisfac- 
tory, he  would  tell  him  what  he  thought  about 
the  matter.  But  he  knew  the  Minister  had  a 
huge  and  responsible  task  to  perform,  and  it 
was  not  his  duty  to  find  fault  with  the  work  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  to  do,  because  it 
was  a  work  that  required  a  tremendous  amount 
of  earnestness  and  application.  Such  a  system 
as  the  honourable  member  wanted  to  introduce, 
of  scrambling  for  this  road  or  that  bridge,  for 
rail  way- stations,  for  public  buildings,  and  other 
public  works  would  lead  to  a  reckless  waste 
of  public  money.  It  would  lead  to  continual 
trouble  amongst  the  members  themselves,  and 
it  would  be  found  not  only  to  be  ineffective 
but  to  be  positively  destructive.  They  did 
not  want  a  system  of  that  kind  to  be  intro- 
duced. He  believed  the  Government  had  been 
doiog  their  very  best  to  settle  the  country 
through  the  medium  of  public  works ;  that  the 
money  so  voted  had  been  very  fairly  spent,  and 
on  the  whole  had  given  great  satisfaction,  not 
merely  to  constituencies  in  the  South  but  to 
constituencies  both  North  and  South. 

An  Hon.  Membsb.— Oh  1 

Mr.  HOGO.— Yes;  he  believed  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  moneys  had  given  great  satis- 
faction m  the  country.  At  all  events,  they 
must  judge  of  a  tree  by  its  fruit,  and  they  knew 
very  well  that  New  Zealand  was  never  so 
prosperous  as  it  was  at  the  present  time.  It 
was  greatly  due  to  the  way  in  which  the'public 
moneys  had  been  expended  that  they  had  so 
much  prosperity  amongst  the  settlers  of  the 
country.  There  was  no  doubt  the  Opjposition 
hflid  received  a  great  deal  more  than  their  share. 
Instead  of  "  Spoils  to  the  victors,*'  it  was  a  case 
of  spoils  to  the  vanquished.  They  had  experi- 
ence of  that  right  and  left.  In  his  own  district, 
for  instance,  he  had  only  got  £2,000  or  £3,000 
of  publio  money  expended  last  year,  while  he 
knew  some  honourable  members  sitting  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House,  in  strong  opposi- 
tion to  the  Government,  who  had  got  five  and 
six  times  that  amount  expended  in  the  same 
period.  Yet  the  Opposition  weie  continually 
raisinff  the  cry  of  *' Spoils  to  the  victors,** 
as  if  there  was  something  very  extraordinary 
about  it.  Well,  who  should  have  the  spoilii 
if  they  were  not  to  go  to  the  victors? 
What  would  be  the  use  of  a  battle  at  all  if, 
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after  hftTing  won  it,  the  victors  gave  everything 
they  had  iu  the  world  to  those  whom  they  had 
vanquished  ?    The  doctrine  was  absolutely  ab- 
surd.   It  was  manifestly  preposterons  (hat  this 
outcry  of  "  Spoils  to  the  victors "  should  be 
raised  by  those  who  were  politically  vanquished. 
Who  should  have  the  spoils?     Who  had  the 
spoils  in  the  past  ?    Why  was  the  whole  public 
service  regarded  ba  a  huge  Conservative  ma- 
chine?     How   had    the   good    bfllets   of    the 
country  been  stuffed  ?    Were  they  given  to  the 
friends  or  the  enemies  of  the  Ministry  of  the 
day  7     Were  they  filled  with  a  total  disregard 
of  political  colour,  as  in^the  case  of  the  present 
Administration?    Not  a  bit  of  it.    Take  the 
Stock  Department,  under  the  present  Govern- 
ment.   There  had  been  scarcely  a  man  put 
into  a  decent  billet  in  that  department  who 
was  not  a  strong  Conservative  and  Tory.    He 
knew  that,  and  he  also  knew  another  thing: 
he  was  assured   that  in   his  own  district  the 
creations    of     Ministers     had     been     among 
the  most  active  canvassers  against  him.     He 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  to  the  House, 
and  he  believed  he  could  prove  it.      In   the 
country  district  that  he  represented  some  of 
the  officers  of  the  Stock  Dep%rtment  had  been 
his  greatest  political  foes.    They  had  travelled 
round  amongst    the    settlers,   and    they   had 
established  a  reign  of  terror  amongst   them; 
and  when  the  election-time  came  he  always 
ezpeoted — and  his  expectations  had  been  ful- 
filled—to  find  those  officers  working  assiduously 
night  and  day  against  him.     That  was  what 
hflkd  happened  in  his  case.    He  did  not  know 
what  had  happened  to  other  members  of  the 
House  sitting  on  the  Government  side,  but  he 
was  referring  to  one   particular  department, 
and  he  said  that  it  was  stuffed  pretty  full  of 
some  of  the  rankest  Conservatives  there  were 
to  be  found  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christchurch  City)  wished  to 
make  a  personal  explanation.  He  wished  to 
refer  to  a  remark  made  by  the  last  speaker, 
the  member  for  Masterton.  A  few  days  ago 
there  was  a  discussion  in  the  House  as  to 
whether  or  not,  in  connection  with  the  passage 
of  the  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  he  (Mr.  Taylor) 
had  need  words  to  the  effect  that  it  would  be 
an  advantageous  thing  if  some  of  the  old  people 
of  the  colony  were  killed  off  by  starvation  or 
otherwise.  He  denied  the  correctness  of  those 
words,  and  he  had  denied  them  repeatedly. 
The  member  for  Masterton  reiterated  that  day 
the  statement  he  made  some  days  ago,  and 
which  had  been  already  denied  in  the  House. 
Since  the  honourable  member  spoke  last  in  the 
House  on  the  matter  the  member  for  Avon  had 
informed  him  (Mr.  Taylor)  that  he  remembered 
the  whole  affair,  and  that  he  could  corroborate 
his  fMr.  Taylor's)  statement  and  the  statement  : 
of  tne  Minister  for  Public  Works.  He  again  i 
gave  the  statement  of  the  honourable  member  I 
for  Masterton  an  unqualified  denial.  By  the  ' 
statements  of  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (Mr.  Smith),  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Avon,  and  others,  it  could  be  proved  that 
the  member  for  Masterton  had  invented  the 
words  he  had  attributed  to  him  (Mr.  Taylor). 
Mr,  Hogg 


Mr.  HOGG  (Masterton)  might  be  attowed  to- 
reply  because  he  had  been  charged  with  the 
invention  of  the  words.  He  oould  only  say 
this :  that  on  the  third  reading  of  the  WX  in 
the  House  he  repeated  the  statements  that 
were  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor),  and  that  that 
was  the  proper  time  for  the  honourable  meo^ 
her  to  have  challenged  the  accuracy  of  his  re* 
marks,  and  the  honourable  member  had  made 
no  challenge  whatever. 

Mr.  RAWLINS  (Tuapeka)  said  he  regretted 
very  much  the  tone  in  which  the  Premier  spcke 
in  the  House  in  regard  to  such  a  very  im- 
portant question  as  dealing  with  the  pablie 
moneys  of  the  colony.     The  Premier  seemed 
always  to  refer  to  the  fact  of  what  had  ha^^ened 
in  the  past  as  an  excuse  for  carrying  on  some- 
thing which  was  not  good  for  the  country  in  the 
present.    He  was  sent  there  by  his  oonstitneiita 
more   particularly   to  attend  to  and  examine 
into,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Public  Accounts  oC 
the  colony,  and  if  they  did  not  use  every  exer- 
tion in  this  direction  they  might  as  well  stay 
at  home.    He  always  understood  that  the  Pnfalie 
Accounts  of  the  colony,  which  conld   not  be 
brought  immediately  before    members   of  the 
House,  should  be  referred  to  a  Committee,  and 
that  that  Committee,  sitting  on  the  same  daya 
as  the  House  sat,  was  able  to  assist  and  guide 
members  in  dealing  with  these  affairs  when 
they  came  immediately  before  (he  Honae.    It 
might  reasonably  be  expected  that  a  fair  share 
of  representation  would  be  given  to  each  side 
of  the  House  on  that  Committee,  so  that  justice 
might  be  done  to  the  country.  Now,  there  was 
a    lot    of    unauthorised    expenditure    in    this 
country.    He  had    only    been    in  the    Hones 
about  four  weeks ;  but  before  he  came  to  the 
House  he  and  the  people  in  the  country  had 
heard  of  the  expenditure  and  of  the  votes  that 
had  been  illegal,  and  which  had  been  called 
attention  to  in  this  House.    He  believed  the 
Premier  had  used  words  to  the  effect  that  the 
Auditor-General  of  the  country  had  been  the 
worry  of  his  life.    Now,  what  was  the  reaeoa 
of  that?     Was  it  not    because  the  Anditor- 
General  was  trying  to  protect  as  fAt  as  poseibie 
the  colony  from  illegal  expenditure?    Wbeo 
members  came  there  to  r^resent  the  pei^le 
they  were  told  that  these  accounts  were  not 
above  suspicion,  and  therefore  they  were  per> 
fectly  justified  in  using  every  means  at  their 
command  to  inquire  into  and  prevent  sneh 
a  state  of  things  if  it  existed.      He  denied 
that  they  were  wasting  the  time  of  the  Hoossif 
they  could  make  the  Premier  give  way  moie 
than  he  had  already  given  way  in  the  direetioa 
of  furnishing  every  opportunity  for  examining 
into  Public  Accounts.    Now,  the  Premier,  is 
his    speech,   mentioned  something   about  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  he  also  said  that  this 
difficulty  did  not  occur  in  this  colony  in  pest 
times.    But,  Sir,  the  necessity  for  it  did  not 
then  arise.    The  unfortunate  thing  now  wee 
that  large  sums  of  money  had  been  expended 
by  the   present   Administration — mnoh   moie 
than  had  ever  been  spent  before.    That  Hooss 
year  by  year— and-  he  had  watohed  it  with  Ike 
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greatoei  regret — had  been  losing  oommand  of 
Ibe  public  puree  of  the  colony,  and  it  would  be 
*  diegraoe  to  them  if  they  did  not  etand  up  and 
^ht  for  their  riffhts.  That  was  due  to  tbeir 
constituents  and  to  the  country  generally. 
Since  the  Slst  March  they  had  been  going  abso- 
lutely "  on  the  blind,"  and  they  knew  nothing 
Jtboufi  the  expenditure  going  on  in  the  colony. 
The  members  of  this  House  knew  nobhiog 
Qntil  the  end  of  the  session.  When  he  visited 
Wellington  at  the  end  of  last  session  he  was 
greatly  disappointed  to  see  the  worn  and 
wearied  look  on  members'  faces,  and  he  also 
saw  the  estimates  brought  down  to  the  House 
and  rushed  through  as  if  it  were  a  race  for 
life,  so  as  to  enable  members  to  get  away  to 
(heir  homes.  And  now,  because  they  wanted  a 
Oommittee  set  up  to  go  into  these  estimates  so 
SM  to  assist  the  House,  they  were  accused  of 
wasting  time.  It  was  most  reprehensible  on 
the  part  of  any  member  to  accuse  that  side  of 
the  House  of  wasting  time,  when  they  were 
iaoe  to  face  with  business  which,  if  neg- 
lected, they  would  afterwards  be  called  to 
aooount  for  neglecting.  Now,  the  Premier 
spoke  about  going  back  some  twenty  years 

Mr.  8EDDON.— I  said  the  present  system 
had  been  in  existence  for  twenty  years. 

Mr.  RAWLINS  asked  why  the  Premier 
■hcMild  want  to  go  back.  If  he  could  find  any- 
thing  wrong  twenty  years  back,  would  that  be  a 
justification  for  wrongdoing  now  ?  Every  effort 
•hould  be  made  to  bring  about  a  change,  and 
he,  for  one,  would  assist  in  using  every  form  of 
the  House  to  bring  about  a  change,  because  iie 
had  been  sent  there  to  defend  the  public  funds 
from  unlawful  or  wilful  waste. 

Mr.  McGOWAN  (Thames)  would  endeavour 
in  a  very  few  words  to  fill  the  role  some- 
times adopted  by  the  Premier,  of  pouring  oil 
on  the  troubled  waters.  The  speeches  they 
had  listened  to  had,  he  thought,  very  little 
oonneotion  with  the  subject-matter  in  hand. 
fie  always  paid  a  great  deal  of  attention  to 
what  the  honourable  member  for  Riooarton 
said  with  reference  either  to  the  method-t  of 
Government,  or  to  the  method  of  dealing  with 
the  Public  Accounts,  or  anything  regarding  the 
•constitutional  fornns  of  the  House.  On  this 
^ocoasion,  however — he  did  not  know  whether 
the  honourable  gentleman  noticed  it  himself, 
but  be  maintained  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man oast  a  very  undeserved  reflection  up'^n 
tliose  members  of  the  Government  side  of  the 
fionse  who  sat  upon  the  Public  Accounts 
Oommittee.  The  honourable  gentleman  could 
bardly  deny  that  his  amendment,  as  well  as 
the  remarks  he  had  made,  bore  that  out. 
And  the  honourable  gentleman  must  have  for- 
gotten that  such  a  reflection  must  recoil  on  the 
Opposition  members  of  that  Oommittee,  be- 
cause, if  it  was  a  reflection  on  one  side,  it  must 
fteoessarily  also  be  cast  on  the  otber  side. 
How,  what  did  the  honourable  gentleman's  con- 
tention seem  to  desire  ?  It  seemed  to  him  to 
sunount  to  this :  that  the  Financial  Statement, 
tlie  Public  Works  Statement,  and  matters  of 
that  kind,  should  be  referred  to  this  Oommittee. 
And  for  what  purpose  ?    Was  this  Oommittee 

VOL.  CVI. 


to  have  greater  power  than  the  House  itself 
Did  it  mean  that  the  members  of  this  House 
were  going  to  hand  over  their  privileges  and 
their  functions  to  a  Oommittee?  Why  did 
members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  want 
to  hand  their  privileges  over  to  this  Oommittee  ? 
Beoause  they  thought,  if  they  could  once  do 
that  they  could  control  the  business  of  the 
HousA,  and  that  meant  that  the  members  of 
the  House  would  become  almost  useless,  and 
that  the  whole  business  of  the  colony  would  be 
done  by  a  Oommittee.  He  thougnt  the  func- 
tions of  the  Oommittee  should  have  a  higher 
range  than  the  construction  and  management 
of  roads  and  bridges  and  works  of  that  kind. 
Their  functions  should  be  confined  to  the 
questions  of  loans,  sinking  funds,  and  other 
financial  operations  generally.  Then,  coming 
to  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  Oity  (Mr.  Duthie),  it  was 
simply  a  strong  party  speech,  with  hardly 
any  reference  to  the  particular  subject  under 
discussion.  There  was  a  repetition  of  what 
they  bad  heard  over  and  over  again,  that  suffl- 
cient  information  had  not  been  obtained  from 
the  Qovemment.  They  had  heard  so  often 
that  the  Government  was  withholding  some- 
thing from  the  honourable  gentleman  that  he 
almost  b^*gan  to  think  that  there  munt  be  some 
truth  in  it.  The  honourable  member  was  sup- 
ported by  the  honourable  member  f  jr  Wai- 
rarapa,  who  referred  lo  the  action  of  Govern- 
ment in  reference  to  local  bodies'  sinking  funds, 
and  it  was  quite  evident  from  his  remarks  that 
he  had  not  grasped  the  question  at  all.  He 
also  made  a  party  speech.  Now,  if  speeches 
of  this  kind  were  made  upon  an  amendment  of 
this  character,  what  could  be  the  object  of  it  ? 
Those  honourable  gentlemen  said  they  did  not 
wish  to  wa-fte  time.  If  the  object  was  not  to 
waste  lime,,  could  ih  be  that  they  wished  to 
alter  the  personnel  of  the  Oommittee  ?  And 
he  thought  it  would  be  admitted  that  both 
sides  of  the  House  last  year  bad  been  fairly 
represented  on  the  Oommittees.  They  were  as 
.  QQ  fairly  representative  as  it  was  pos- 
*  sible  to  be.  And,  seeing  that  that  was 
the  case,  he  did  not  see  why  tuere  should  be 
such  an  amount  of  time  spent  in  making  these 
political  speeches.  He  did  not  like  to  say  hard 
things  of  the  Opposition,  but  he  did  say  that 
their  tactics  induced  in  his  mind  an  idea 
that  they  were  trying  to  prevent  all  busi- 
uess  being  done,  and  that  they  were  going  back 
to  the  action  they  took  some  time  ago,  with  a 
view  to  show  the  country  that  the  Gk)v«rnment 
were  not  able  to  carry  on  the  business.  They 
knew  this  was  a  dying  Parliainent,  and  that 
members  would  in  a  short  time  be  before  their 
constituents,  and  their  object  was  to  show  that 
the  Government  were  not  able  to  carry  on  ths 
business  of  the  country.  He  could  see  no  other 
object.  Then,  as  to  the  knowledge  that  the 
Oommittee  should  possess  in  regard  to  financial 
matters — more  than  other  members  of  this 
House— especially  of  the  public- works  expen- 
diture or  any  mformation  as  regards  the  Public 
Works  Fund,  every  member  had  the  right  to  hava 
the  time  to  inquire  into  that  expenditure ;  and( 
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if  thoM  acooantfl  and  Btatements  were  sent  to  the 
Committee  to   be  held  in  abevance  for  some 

■r 

time,  how  would  it  be  poshibie  for  members  to 
get  the  information  they  had  a  right  lo?  It 
would  be  a  mistake  to  relegate  the  (unctions  of 
the  Hoa>e  to  any  Committee,  and  he  would 
prefer  to  see  all  these  matters  carried  out  by 
the  House  rather  than  by  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee.  He  hoped  that  these  personal  re- 
Qriminations  would,  as  far  as  possible,  be  brought 
to  an  end. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  thoncht 
the  honourable  membtr  who  had  last  done 
himself  the  honour  to  address  the  House  must 
have  known  that  it  was  not  the  case,  when  he  [ 
suggested  that  the  Opposition  were  employing 
unworthy  tactics  in  discussing  the  appointment 
of  the  Committee  merely  for  the  object  of  block- 
ing business. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear,  hear. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— And  the  Premier  says, 
<*  Hear,  hear."  The  Premier  and  an  honour- 
able member  filling  the  ofScial  position  of 
Whip  ought  not  to  make  such  statements 
unless  they  believed  them  to  be  true. 

An  Hon.  Member.— What  was  the  amend- 
ment moved  for  at  all  ? 

Csptain  RUSSELL  said  the  reason  was  self- 
evident.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Premier,  in  com- 
mencing his  speech  that  day,  seemed  to  think 
the  Opposition  had  no  right  at  all,  because 
they  Mvere  wiliirg  to  allow  the  settiog-up  of 
Committees  to  C(me  on  in  a  manner  which 
was  slightly  irregular,  and  they  were,  by  that 
very  fact,  to  be  debaned  from  discussion  on  the 
oonstitution  or  functions  of  the  Committees. 
It  was  absurd  to  suppose  it  was  a  departure 
from  the  duty  of  the  Opposition  to  endeavour 
to  secure  that  the  Committees  should  be  con- 
stituted in  a  more  proper  fashion  than  had 
been  the  case  for  some  lime  past.  The  most 
characteristic  pert  of  the  right  honourable 
genilemBu's  rpetch  was  when  he  told  the 
House  what  he  was  going  to  allow— not  what 
the  House  wanted,  nor  what  would  be  for  the 
good  of  the  country,  but  *'I  am  going  to 
permit  this,  or  refuse  to  allow  that."  He 
told  us  he  would  allow  the  consolidated 
estimates  to  he  submitted  to  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee,  and  immediately  afterwards, 
because  somebody  suggested  that  the  public- 
works  estimates  oughc  also  to  be  referred  to 
the  Committee,  he  said,  **  I  will  not  allow 
that ;  I  will  not  allow  even  the  consolidated 
revenue  estimates  to  be  submitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee, because  it  is  suggested  that  the  public- 
works  estimates  also  should  be."  He  objected 
altogether  to  that  system  of  egotism,  which 
was  the  principal  characteristic  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  policy.  It  meant 
simply  that  he  himself  was  to  be  the  creator 
of  all  the  business  in  the  House  ;  iuRtead  of 
allowing  the  House  to  be  a  representative  body, 
they  were  simply  to  be  delegate's  from  their 
constituents  to  record  what  the  Premier  chose 
to  think  proper.  He  was  rather  amused,  as  the 
right  gnnourable  gentle-man  spoke,  by  the  argu- 
ment he  uned  in  connection  with  the  publ  c- 
'works  accounts.     He  told  them  that  ne  be* 
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lieved  in  England  the  ordinary  estimates 
were  submitted  to  a  Committee,  and  that  it 
was  the  universal  practii  e  on  the  Continent 
that  the  estimates  should  be  revised  by  a 
Committee ;  but,  as  there  were  no  pnblio 
accounts  in  England,  or  en  the  C<ntinentt 
they  therefore  could  not  be  referred  to  any 
Committee,  and  for  that  reason,  he  said,  be 
\»ould  not  allow  our  Public  Accounts  to  b» 
referred  to  a  Committee.  There  was  no 
analogy  bf^tween  the  positions. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— That  is  what  I  caid  :  then 
wa»  no  analogy. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  there  was  no  analogy 
between  the  posituns  of  referring  our  pnble- 
works  accounts  to  a  Committee  and  that  of  other 
countiies  where  there  were  no  public- works  ae- 
countR  to  refer.  The  whole  of  the  accounts  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  so  far  as  he  understood,  asid 
also  the  accoxmts  of  the  Continental  conntn«% 
were  referred  to  a  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  the  excess  of  expeatt- 
ture  that  is  so  referred,   that  is  a^L 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  he  did  not  wish  to 
weary  the  House,  but  he  had  perhaps  better  put 
it  on  record  agnin  : — 

"  The  Committee  of  Public  Accounts  te 
England  was  first  app<  in  ted  in  1S62  for 
the  examination  of  the  acoounts— (a)  shov- 
ing the  appropriation  of  the  sums  granted 
by  Parliament  to  meet  the  public  exipenditurm, 
thus  giving  the  House  of  C  mmons  a  strict  con- 
trol with  rcFpect  to  i-uch  expenditure,  securing 
that  the  grants  by  Pailiament  are  applud  lo 
the  purpose  for  which  they  are  intended,  and 
rechecking  the  official  audit  under  the  Ex- 
chequer and  Audit  Department  Acts.*' 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— That  is  investigating  tin 
accounts  of  the  last  year. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said,  if  there   was  ose 
reason  more   than  another  why  it  was  deeir- 
able  that  the  amendment  should  be  carried,  it 
was  that  it  would  compel  the  bringing  do«a 
of  the  conscli dated  and  public  works  accents 
during  the  earliest  part  of  the  session.    Whj 
should   they   not  be  so  brought  down  ?    Tbe 
financial  year  came  to  an   end  on    the  Slst 
March,  and  there  was  no  possible  reason  wkj 
the  estimates  should  not  be  prepared  andeab- 
mitted  to  the  House  by,  at  any  rate,  six  vsrks 
from  the  opening  of  Parliament.     Ic  might  be 
found  difiicult  to  do  so  at  first  because  of  the 
system  under  which   the  accounts  had  been 
kept  in  the  past.    But  if  .there  was  a  simph* 
fication  of  accounts  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty whatever   in   bringing  down   the  whole 
of    the    estimates    within    six    weeks  of   tha 
meeting  of  Parliament.    And,  in  his  opinion^ 
the  House  would    never  do  its   duty  untU  It 
insisted  that  such  should  be   the   case.     And 
then  why  not  refer  them  tea  Committee.    The 
Right  Hon.  the  Prem  er,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Tham«>s,  nnd  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Master  on  all  seemed  to  think  it  was 
impossible  that  a  Committee  should  inquire  int<^ 
the  estimates  and  the   accounts.    Tne  Right 
Hon.  the  Piemier  laid  great  stress  on   the  feet 
that  he  objected  to  the  accounts  being  sent  tea 
Committee  so  that  its  members  could  get  a 
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knowledge  of  th6  accounts  which  other  mem- 
bers of  Parli&roeni  did  DOt  poi^sess.  He  thought 
be  was  not  misiDterpreting  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  in  sayiog  that.  If  that  was  the 
ca8«>,  would  it  r  OK  be  a  good  thing  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  get  some  such  information?  ]f 
all  honourable  members — as  the  Premier,  and 
the  member  for  Masterton,  and  the  Whip,  said 
— were  ignorant  of  the  details  of  the  finances, 
that  was  a  sufficiently  good  reason  why  the 
whole  of  the  accounts  should  be  submitted  to 
a  Committee,  which  would  have  some  in- 
telligent examination  of  the  itnms  before  they 
were  brought  to  the  House  to  be  parsed. 
There  could  be  no  question  about  it.    If  it  was 

S roper  to  allow  the  estimates  of  the  oonsoli- 
ated  revenue  to  be  examined  by  a  Committee, 
it   must  be  doubly  so  in   ihe  case    of    those 
of    the    public    works.      It  had    been    stated 
that  afternoon  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Masterton  that  *'  Spoils  to  the  victors  "  was  the 
only  true  policy  of  the  country.    He  seemed  to 
think  there  wan  no  other  pr  licy  but  the  expendi 
tore  of  money  in  the  interests  of  those  who 
supported   the   Gi)vernment.      When   the   day 
eame  that  the  Opposition  wonld  be  in  ponder, 
the  faononrable  member  would  doubtless  realise 
that  he  was  not  entitled  to  anything  at  all. 
An  Hon.  Mkhbbr. — He  will  not  get  much. 
Captain    RUSSELL    said     the    honourable 
member  would  receive  all  consideration.     He 
waA  much  amuned  at  the  speech  of  the  honour- 
able member  for   Mast^rtcn.      He  told  them 
that  he  had  only  £2  000  spent  in  his  district 
this  last  year.    Well,  if  he  said  po,  he  was  quite 
prepared  to  believe  it.    What  amused  him  most 
m  conneotir'n  with  the  honourable  member's 
speech  was  that  he  anathematizei  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Tay- 
lor)   brcause   he  made  vituperative   speeches, 
and  he  could  not  help  thinking,  when  he  was 
Hstening  to  the  honourable  member,  that  he 
knew  all  about  vituperative  speeches  and  what 
constituted   them.      Surely    the  House  must 
realise  that  for  the  past  two  or  thre**  years  tl<e 
Opposition  had  been  fighting  steadily  for  in- 
formation as  to  the  administration  of  public 
money.     They    believed  it  was   their  duty   to 
^et  that  infrrmation,  ar.d  it  could  only  be  got, 
tfaey  believed,  by  passirg  some  such  amend- 
ment  as    that  suggested   by    the  honourable 
member  for  Riccarton.    The  Premier  had  told 
tibem  that  thecrder  of  reference  was  sufficiently 
'vride  to  cover  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
boDOiirable  member  for  Riccarton.    It  might 
be  Riiificiently  wide;  it  might  be  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  power — that  tne  House  had  power 

to  order  the  consolidated  estimates  and  the 

public-works  estimates  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Oommittee ;  but  they  knew  quite  well  that,  so 
loi3g  as  they  had  a  hostile  Premier  leading 
a  lioatile  majority,  whatever  the  order  of  refer- 
»o<5e  might  be,  so  long  as  it  depended  on  the 
Hrill  of  a  majoritv  of  the  Committee  specially 
tppointed  by  the  Premier — honourable  memberii 
iroiild  see  that  on  this  Committee  there  were 
vtaJy  four  Opposition  members  agatm-t  seven 
So^emment  supporters — what  chance  had  they 
pM.     inquiring  into  any  subject  which  the  ma- 


jority of  that  Committee  did  not  wish  to  have 
investigated  ?  If  it  was  the  order  of  that 
House  that  the  consolidated  revenue  esti- 
mates and  the  public- works  estimates  should 
be  submitted  to  that  Committee,  then  they 
had  gained  something ;  then  they  would  have 
succeeded  in  making  the  order  of  reference 
absolutely  distinct,  not  depending  on  the  will  of 
the  majority  of  Government  supporters  but  on 
the  order  of  that  House,  that  the  accounts  should 
be  submitted  for  consideration  by  the  Com- 
mittee. Surely  all  honourable  members  ought 
to  realise  the  sense  of  justice  in  that  proposal, 
and  how  important  it  was  that  the  accounts  of 
the  colony  should  be  understood  by  ail.  The' 
honourable  meoibers  on  the  opposite  side  ad- 
mitted, without  exception,  that  all  the  members 
of  that  Hou^e  did  not  know — that  they  could 
not  possibly  know — what  they  were  doing  when 
they  voted  away  millions  of  money  annually. 
Surely  that  was  not  creditable  to  them.  Surely 
Committees  should  be  set  up  to  carefully  ex- 
amine into  all  financial  questions.  They  had 
seen  three-quarters  of  a  mil  lien  of  money  on 
the  public- works  es  i mates  voted  in  a  single 
night  in  a  House  which  was  fairly  worn  out  by 
long  night  sitting",  commencins  at  the  dinner- 
hour  and  sitting  1  m^  after  sunrise,  and  money 
was  voted  without  MiDi>ter8  themselves,  he  be- 
lieved, knowing  where  the  money  went.  Could 
anybody  say  that  what  they  were  doing  now 
was  a  vsaste  of  time,  or  that  it  wa^  wrong  to 
discuss  the  functions  of  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee?  He  maintained  it  could  not  be 
held  they  were  doing  anything  which  was  not 
their  ab'^olute  duty,  and  in  fairness  they  should 
ha\e  an  ample  opportunity  to  consider  the  whole 
finance  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— It  would  be  bad  for  both 
sides. 

Captain  RUSSELL  said  that,  from  a  party 
point  of  view,  it  would  be  bad  for  the  side  in 
power,  but  it  would  be  good  for  the  whole  coun- 
try that  there  should  be  no  expenditure  with- 
out full  consideration  and  full  knowledge  of  the 
accounts.  He  should  support  the  amendment 
of  his  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Ric- 
carton. 

Mr.  MORRTSON  (Caversham)  said  that  a 
stranger  coming  into  the  Houf^e  during  the 
course  of  that  afternoon  would  have  felt 
somewhat  at  a  loss  to  undt^ratind  the  proceed- 
ings going  on.  They  had  been  listening  to 
honourable  members  on  the  opposite  hiJe,  and 
one  would  have  fancied  that  the  Premier  of 
the  colony  and  the  members  who  supported  him 
were  aboutthemcstoorruptgentlemen  that  could 
be  found  in  the  whole  of  New  Zealand.  Now,' 
what  had  all  this  trouble  arisen  over  ?  What 
had  this  debate  sprung  out  of  ?  A  well-organiBed 
attack  on  the  part  of  the  member  for  Riccar- 
ton, supported  by  Mr.  Dutbie  and  other  honour- 
able gentlemen,  who  oame  prepared  with  their 
books  and  orders  of  reference  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  an  argument  raised  by  the  honour* 
able  member  for  Riccarton.  The  whole  thing 
was  a  well-thought-out  plan  to  block  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country.  It  was  no  use  for  the 
member  for  Riccarton  and  some  other  membeM 
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of  the  OppoBikioQ  to  deny  it  was  a  concerted 
novement,  because  it  was.  What  was  this 
move? 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN. — A  move  for  hoDesty. 

Mr.  MORRISON  said  the  member  for  Brace 
talked  about  honesiy.    He  would  go  back  to 
that  gentleman*8  political  history  if  he  wished, 
and  then  they  would  see  whether  that  honour- 
able member  would  talk  much  about  honesty. 
The  circumstances  were  well  known  to  every 
old  resident  of  Obago  who  had  paid  any  atten- 
tion   to    politics.      The    honourable    member 
had  better  not  prate  to  him  about  honesty. 
What  did  the  Opposition  wane  in  connection 
with  these  Committees?     Why,  judging  from 
flomo  of  the  speeches  made  that  afternoon,  they 
actually  thought  that  House  had  a  right  to  put 
a  majority  of  Opposition  members  on  the  Pub- 
lic Ace  unts  Oommittee,  and,  of  course,  every 
o^her  Committee.     Now,  what  right  had  the 
Opposition  to  be  represented  by  a  majority,  or 
nearly  a  majority,  on  any  Committee  ?    They 
were  the  rejected  of  the  colony.     They  had 
oeen  rejected  at  the  last  two  general  elections 
by  overwhelming  majorities.    They  numbered 
twenty- nine  out  of  a  House  of  seventy-four, 
and    they    had    the    audacity    to    stand    up 
there  day  after  day  and  say  that  the  com- 
position of    the^^e    Conmiittees  was    not   fair 
Decaufe  they  bad  not  got  a  majority,  or  within 
one  of  a  majority,  on  each  Committee.    As 
long  as  they  got  proportional  representation  it 
was  fair.    Tokke  the  proportion  of  twenty-nine 
out  of  seventy  -  four :   that  was  all  thev  were 
entitled  to,  and  all  the  country  expected  them 
to  have.    Now,  he  fancied  there  was  something 
else  underlying   all  this  besides  the  idea  of 
being  represented  on  Committees.      He   had 
been  a  few  years  in  that  House,  and  he  had  a 
notion  that  on  a  number  of  the  Committees  he 
had  the  pleasure  of  attending  a  number  of 
those  hoi- curable  gentlemen  were  nearly  al- 
ways absent.    They  seldom  attended  to  their 
duties,  especially  if  it   was  a  nice  morning. 
They  were  generally  down  Lamb  ton  Quay,  or 
having  a  spin  on  their  bikes,  or  doing  some- 
tiling   else;    but    on   any  occasion  whenever 
they  wanted  to  have  a  rub  at  the  Government 
they    were    all    there.     They    knew    nothing 
about  what  the  Committee  had  been  doing. 
The  rest  of  the  Committee  might  have  been 
sitting  days  and  weeks  studying  the  evidence 
given  by  witnesses,  but  the  Opposition  mem- 
bers did  not  know  anything  about  it — all  they 
did  was  to  ask  one  of  their  party  how  they 
were  to  vo  e,  and  they  voted  accordingly.   They 
had  no  right  to  talk  about  the  composition  of 
the  Committee.    He  saw  the  member  for  Rio- 
carton  turning  round  and  askini<  the  Oppoxirion 
Whip  if   that  was  correct.    That  honourable 
gentleman   is  reported  to  have  told  his  con- 
stituents  that  the   Premier  went  round    the 
House  domineering,  bouncing,  and  bullying  all 
the  Committees  of  the  House.    When  making 
that  remark  special  reference  was  made  to  the 
M  to  Z  Committee.    Now,  that  was  a  Com- 
mitttee    which    he    had  been  on  since    1898, 
and    he  never  saw    the  Premier  inside   that 
Committee-room.      Other   members   on    both 
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sides  of  the  House  were  ibembers  of  that 
Committee.  He  asked  them  if  they  had  evec 
Feen  the  Premier  go  to  the  Public  Petitioni 
M  to  Z  Committee  bouncing  and  bullying 
in  the  manner  the  honourable  member  for 
Riccarton  wished  the  electors  to  infer?  That 
was  not  the  trouble  with  the  Opposition ;  it 
was  not  a  question  of  being  represented  on 
that  Committee.  The  trouble  In  regard  to 
this  particular  Public  Accounts  Committee 
was  that  they  would  tike  to  get  as  many  of 
their  number — a  majority  if  possible — on  that 
Committee,  so  that  they  could  get  a  little 
more  ammunition  to  fire  at  the  Gk>vernment 
That  was  the  trouble;  they  were  trying  (o 
make  capital  out  of  the  information  eup^ied 
to  them  in  a  secretive  manner— confidentiil 
information  supplied  by  the  heads  of  dfr^ 
partments  and  by  the  Oovemment  to  tha 
Public  Accounts  Committee  in  connection  with 
their  investigations.  Those  honourable  geniii- 
men  opposite  would  like  one  or  two  nMO- 
hers  of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  to  gs 
down  to  the  Opposition  Whip's  room  and  retiol 
it  all  out,  so  that  they  might  have  a  littU 
more  ammunition  to  fire  at  the  Minii- 
terial  benches.  That  was  just  exactly  the 
position  the  Opposition  were  taking  up  in 
connection  with  this  question.  Now,  tbef 
had  got  also  a  series  of  charges  that  after- 
noon— the  charges  of  the  member  for  Wai- 
rarapa,  and  charges  by  the  member  for  Welliof* 
ton  City  (Mr.  Duthie),  and  several  stalemeoa 
were  also  made  by  the  leader  of  the  OppositioB. 
With  regard  to  the  charges  made  by  the  mem- 
ber for  Patea,  he  was  not  going  to  interfere  is 
that  because  the  posi  ion  of  the  Government  wm 
this :  ttiey  objected  to  the  presence  of  the  mem- 
ber for  Patea  on  that  Committee  simply  on 
account  of  the  honourable  member's  refusal  to 
keep  secret  any  information  that  might  oome 
to  him  of  a  confidential  character.  The  bonoor- 
able  gentleman  stated,  when  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  that,  if  infor- 
mation came  to  him,  and  be  thought  it  fit  snd 
proper  in  the  public  interest,  he  would  mike 
that  matter  public,  as  he  had  in  the  past 
Whether  that  was  a  proper  action  was  a  matter 
for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  consider.  Bat 
the  Government  were  determined  that  no  mem- 
ber of  the  House  who  would  act  in  such  a  man- 
ner should  be  placed  on  that  Committee.  Nov, 
most  of  the  speeches  thit*  afternoon  had  resolved 
themselves  into  this :  That  a  Committee  waste 
be  set  up  to  inquire  into  and  allocate  the  pabiie 
expenditure  of  the  colony.  How,  in  the  name  of 
goodness,  he  asked  the  honourable  gentlemen, 
was  it  practicable  at  all  for  a  Committee  to  do 
that  work?  He  was  not  a  roads-andbridg«i 
man,  so  they  could  not  lay  that  charge  at  hi* 
door. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN.— You  are  a  railway-work- 
shops' man. 

Mr.  MORRISON  said  he  believed  there  weit 
a  hundred  railway  employes  in  the  City  of  Dqb- 
edin  and  Mornington,  and  there  were  onlyeome 
three  hundred  and  fifty  men  and  boys  employed 
in  the  shops.  The  balance  was  certainly  m  bit 
electorate ;  but  what  did  that  amount  to,  even 
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If  they  were  all  bis  appointments,  wbioh  they 
were  not.  The  House  woald  see  there  was 
nothing  in  the  charge.  It  was  hardly  worth 
tiie  breath  required  to  utter  it ;  and  he  could 
go  and  find  the  Roman  hand  of  the  member  for 
Bruce  on  more  than  one  of  the  appointmeDta 
in  the  Railway  Department.  He  hoped  they 
would  hear  no  more  about  appointments  to  the 
Railway  service.  He  knew  that  a  very  large 
number  of  attempts  to  obtain  appointments 
had  been  made  in  other  directions,  and  the 
Government  had  paid  a  good  deal  of  attention 
to  the  honourable  gentleman.  His  (Mr.  Mor- 
liann's)  recommendations  generally  went  for 
nothing,  but  the  recommendations  of  the  mem- 
ber for  Bruce  had  attention  paid  to  ihem  ;  and 
yet  the  honourable  gentleman  talks  about 
**  Spoils  to  the  victors."  Now,  coming  back 
to  the  main  point,  he  asked  how  this  Com- 
mittee would  be  able  to  deal,  say,  with  the 
Eablio- works  estimates  if  they  were  placed 
efore  them  7  Say  there  were  four  members 
on  that  side  of  the  Hou<*e,  and  only  four  mem- 
bers from  this  side  of  the  House  qtnd  they  care- 
foHy  examined  into  every  particular  vote  and 
zeporied.  When  that  report  was  laid  on  the 
table,  what  would  it  be?  Why,  even  the  poor 
members  of  the  Opposition  would  find  them- 
eeWes  in  very  hot  water  at  the  hands  of  their 
oolleagaes,  and  the  same  thing  would  happen 
on  this  side  of  the  House ;  and  yet  this  is  what 
these  honourable  gentlemen  would  like  the 
Qovemment  to  do.  That  showed  their  in- 
flinoerity ;  it  showed  they  had  no  desire  to 
bring  about  any  improvement  with  regard  to 
the  Publie  Accounts  or  the  finances  of  the 
oolony.  The  debate  that  afternoon  had  simply 
been  got  up  for  the  purpose  of  wasting  time. 

An   Hon.   Mbmbbb. — Who  is  wasting  time 
now  ? 

Mr.  MORRISON  said  they  had  to  waste  time 
if  members  on  that  side  of  the  House  made 
tiieee  alarming  and  sensational  speeches  one 
after  another.    The  rules  of  the  game  were  not 
gotpg  to  be  binding  on  one  side  of  the  House. 
A  Ifl^e  number  of  statements  had  been  made 
that  afternoon,  which,  in  his  opinion,  required 
some  contradiction  from  his  side  of  the  House. 
They  must  not  think  they  were  going  to  brow- 
beat him  or  put  him  ofi  the  reply  he  intended 
to  01  ve.    The  leader  of  the  Opposition  pointed 
out  that  it  would  be  advisable — he  thought  it 
eould  be  done — that  all  accounts  dealing  with 
the  finances  should  be  placed  upon  the  table 
within  four  weeks  and  made  public  property. 
Well,  the  Administration  was  not  to  biame  if 
that   was  not  done.    The  honourable  gentle- 
man knew  the  Public  Revenues  Act  just  as  well 
flya    the   Premier  did,  and  he   knew  perfectly 
well    also   that    a    certain    time    had    to    be 
allowed  before  the  accounts  were  sent  in.     A 
oertfldn  time  had  to  be  allowed  the  Treasury  to 
make    up  the  accounts,   and  then,  after  the 
aecoants  were  made  up,  they  had  to  be  sent  to 
ttie    Audit  Department,  and  the  Audit  Depart- 
ment was  allowed  a  certain  time  to  oertiiy  to 
them.     This  was  how  the  time  was  occupied 
before  these  accounts  became  public  property. 
3aoh  a  charge  should  not  be  levelled  at  the 


door  of  the  Administration,  or  of  any  honour- 
able gentleman  on  his  side  of  the  House.  Yet 
the  honourable  g  ntleman  actually  tried  to 
make  the  Government  and  members  of  the 
House  believe  that  the  Ministry  was  respon- 
sible for  this  delay,  when  it  was  not  the 
Ministrv  at  all.  The  procedure  was  laid  down 
in  the  Public  Revenues  Act,  and  the  Premier 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question.  The 
Premier  had  just  informed  him  that  the  Public 
Accounts  were  only  certified  to  on  the  18th 
May  for  this  year.  He  was  sorry  that  his 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Tuapeka  had 
disappeared,  but  he  would  eend  for  him.  Now, 
while  waiting  for  the  honourable  member  foi 
Tuapeka,  he  might  devote  a  minute  or  two  to 
his  friend  the  honourable  member  for  Waira- 
rapa.  What  ground  did  the  honourable  gentle- 
man cover  in  the  few  remarks  he  made  in 
connection  with  this  very  important  question. 
The  whole  of  this  debate  had  resolved  itscQf 
round  this : — 

«' Right  Hon.  R.  JT.  Seddon  to  move,  That 
StanAing  Order  No.  211  be  suspended,  and  that 
a  Committee,  consisting  of  eleven  members,  be 
appointed  to  examine  into  and  report  upon 
such  questions  relating  to  the  Public  Accounts 
as  they  may  think  desirable,  or  that  may  be 
referred  to  them  by  the  House  or  by  the  Qo- 
vemment, and  also  into  all  matters  relating  to 
the  finances  of  the  colony  which  the  Govern- 
ment may  refer  to  them." 

That  was  the  origin  of  the  debate  that  after- 
noon. His  honourable  friend  the  member  fa.. 
Wairarapa  travelled  from  sinking  funds  to  Mr. 
Hutchison's  exclusion  from  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee,  to  railway  stores,  to  the  Auditor- 
General,  and  so  forth.  On  this  occasion,  how- 
ever, the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  refer  to 
barbed  wire  as  one  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  in 
the  way,  he  believed,  that  the  honourable  gentle* 
man  did  a  few  weeks  ago  when  addressing  the 
people  of  Pahiatua.  With  regard  to  the  sinking 
tunas  of  local  bodies,  the  operation  was  done 
publicly,  and  it  was  clearly  explained.    The  Pre- 

g  /)  mier  never  concealed  w  hat  had  been  done. 
'  Yet  the  whole  thing  had  to  be  reopened 
by  the  honourable  member,  with  no  other  object 
than  to  waste  the  time  of  the  House.  He  also 
referred  to  the  question  of  the  railway  stores, 
which  had  been  explained  most  satisfactorily 
over  and  over  again.  We  all  know  it  was  the 
Premier  himself  who  invited  the  Auditor- 
General  to  place  the  matter  before  the  House, 
and  we  know  it  was  simply  a  mistake  on 
the  part  of  the  Treasury  Department  that  led 
to  the  whole  of  the  difficulty.  The  Railway 
Department  had  money  in  hand,  and  every- 
thing they  had  done  was  perfectly  straight. 
Yet  the  Auditor- General  stepped  in  and  said,  in 
effect,  '*  The  men's  wages  are  not  to  be  paid, 
and  no  further  expenditure  is  to  be  incurred  on 
account  of  the  Railway  Department,  because 
you  have  not  got  the  authority  of  Parliament 
for  the  expenditure."  That  was  the  position 
the  Auditor  took  up.  It  was  safe  to  say  that 
if  it  had  been  a  question  of  his  own  salary 
he  might  not  have  been  so  particular.  At  any 
rate,  the  Government  had  only  three  ways  of 
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getting  out  of  the  difficalty— call  Parliament 
together,  borrow  monpy,  or  not  pay  the  men. 
They  decided  not  to  caJl  Parliament  together, 
and  they  decided  to  pay  the  men  what  was 
owing  to  them,  and  therefore  it  was  decided 
to  borrow  from  another  department.  There 
was  nothing  wrong  in  what  was  done.  If 
they  had  sold  these  materiaU  to  Mr.  John 
Dutbie,  of  Welhngton,  the  transaction  would 
have  been  looked  on  as  perfectly  legal,  and 
nothing  at  all  would  have  been  said  about  it. 
But,  because  it  was  a  transaction  between  the 
two  departments,  a  row  was  made  over  it.  That 
was  a  plain  statement  of  the  case.  Yet  the 
honourable  member  actually  attempted  to 
make  capital  out  of  it,  and,  as  he  (Mr  Morrison) 
had  said  before,  any  stranger  hearing  the 
honourable  gentleman's  remarks  without  any 
explanation  would  have  gone  away  with  some 
very  queer  notions  a^  to  what  had  been  done  by 
the  Government.  Then  he  came  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Tuapeka.a  man  who  evidently 
wanted  the  House  to  think  he  knew  all  about 
the  finances  of  the  colony.  The  honoitrable 
gentleman,  however,  did  not  throw  much  light 
on  the  subject  that  afternoon.  He  declart^d 
that  he  was  determined  that  justice  should  be 
done  to  the  courjtry.  That  was  the  honourable 
gentleman's  keynote.  Well,  he  (Mr.  Morrison) 
bad  bad  occasion  to  travel  through  the  honour- 
able member's  district ;  and  when  he  travelled 
through  any  member's  district,  especially  in  the 
ease  of  an  Opposition  member,  he  always  kept 
his  eyes  open,  and  the  opinion  he  formed  of  the 
Tuapeka  district  was  that,  at  any  rate,  it  had 
heea  done  full  justice  to  by  the  Qovernmeut. 
Tuapeka  had  no  reason  to  find  fault  with  what 
the  Government  had  done  for  it  in  the  past. 
What  might  happen  in  the  future  he  did  not 
know,  but  at  pie  ent  it  was  in  a  very  happy 
position  :  there  were  halls  and  schools  all  over 
it,  like  milestones,  and  one  had  only  to  follow 
them  to  come  to  the  Town  of  Lawrence.  The 
honourable  member  for  Tuapeka  also  told  the 
House  that  they  knew  nothing  of  the  experrdi- 
ture  of  the  oolony  since  the  31st  March  last ; 
bat  an  honourable  gentleman  who  posed  as  a 
financial  authority,  and  who  had  been  for  days 
in  deep  consultation  with  the  leading  financial 
lights  on  the  Opposition  side,  should  have  known 
better  than  to  make  such  a  foolish  statement. 
Surely  he  knew  that  the  expenditure  to  the  Slst 
March  was  laid  down  by  law ;  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  authority  for  that  expenditure,  and 
that  they  had  authority  to  expend  a  fourth  of 
the  original  amount  of  the  votes  passed  by  the 
House  during  the  period  from  the  31st  March 
to  the  80th  June.  That  was  also  laid  down 
by  law.  What  was  the  honourable  gentleman 
talking  about,  then,  when  he  said  the  expen- 
diture had  taken  place  without  the  authority 
of  the  House?  Then,  at  the  end  of  June, 
an  Imprest  Supply  Bill  was  passed,  which 
enabled  the  Government  to  carry  on  from 
that  time ;  so  that  all  the  expenditure  that 
had  taken  place  had  been  authorised,  and  the 
Government  were  not  spending  a  penny  that 
had  not  been  authorised  by  the  House. 
Another  old   question    had    cropped  up  that 

Mr,  Morrison 


afternoon.    He  referred  to  the  cry  of  "  Spofii 
to  the  victors."    He  was  surprised  that  mem* 
hers  on  the  opposite  side  should  raise  Uiat  cry 
in  the  face  of  the  important  appointments  that 
had  been  made  during    the  past  few  years. 
The  Government  were  to  blame  for  overiook- 
ing  their    friends ;   but   he  supposed    the  ap- 
pointments were  made  simply  to  placate  tboee 
members  who  were  more  or  less  opposed  to 
them.     At  any  rate,  many  of   these  appoint- 
ments   had    been    given    to    the    Oppoaition 
i^ide  and  their  friends.      Yet  members  oppo- 
site were   not    satisfied.     Like   Oliver  Twisty 
they    wanted    a    lit  le    more ;    and    he    sup- 
posed they  would  not  be  satisfied  until  they 
had  the  whole  run  of  the   till,   as   they  had 
in  years  gone  by.     When  that  time  oame,  no 
more   would   be  heard   about   "  Spoils   to  the 
victors,"  or  of  setting  up  Committees  to  inqain 
into  this  or  that.     The  fact  was  that  any  if* 
pointments  that  had  been  given  to  the  Gofoa- 
ment  side  of   the  House  were   comparasinlx 
small — a  messenger,  or  a  boy  into   %he  rni- 
shops,  or  something  like  that.      He  would  liks 
the  House  to  understand  that,  when  a  boy  €C 
a  man  was  put  into  the  railway  workshops,  be 
had  to  work  for  his  money;  while  in  some  of 
the  positions  the  Conservative  party  and  their 
friends    had    obtained  from  this  Govemraciit 
during  the  past  few  years  the  fortunate  onei 
did  not  need  to  work.    That  wsks  the  diSeiesoa 
Men  bad  been  pitchforked  into  billets  andie- 
ceived  pay  for  doing  very  little.     Were  thsj  to 
understand,  from  the  new  doctrine    thai  bid 
been    promulgated  and  preached    by  the  Op- 
position, that  there  was  only  one  class  in  the 
community  from  which  appointments  to  the 
public  departments  were  to  be  made  ?     It  so, 
then  they  should  let  the  House  and  the  country 
know  it,  because  if  that  argument  amounted  to 
anything  it  amounted  to  this:    that  no  nan 
should  be  appointed  from  the  community  touif 
Government  pofiition  unless  he  belonged  tolfeeir 
side  of  the  House.    That  was  the  logical  ost- 
eoma of  the  *'  Spoils  to  the  victors  "  sysfcem,tad 
the  sooner  they  understood  it  the  better.    He 
would  advise  them  to  let  the  "  Spoils  to  the 
victors  "  cry  alone.    The  fact  was  that  the  pra^ 
sent  Government  had  been  very  generous lo  ib» 
past  in  making  appointments  at  the  z^qiMst  of 
the  Opposition.     He  differed  from  the  PitfiMi 
over  this — in  fact,  he  bad  expressed  himself  on 
the  question  more  strongly  than  the  Prcmut 
cared  for — ^yet   they  were  met  with  this  ooo* 
tinuous  cry  from  the  Opposition  of  "  Spoils  to 
the  victors."    He  challenged  those  hononiabis 
gentlemen  to  name  any  particular  appointment 
in  the  public  service  he  had  ever  obtained  for 
any  of  his  constituents  that  oould  be  torzned  im- 
proper, or  a  political  appointment.    He  had 
occasionally  been  successful  in  recommending 
people  for  positions,  but  he  had  always  xoade  a 
point  of  seeing  that  they  were  first  oompetent 
to  fulfil  the  duties  required,  otherwise  they  did 
not  get  his  recommendation.    That  was  per- 
haps more  than  the  member  for  Tuapeka  and 
the  member  for  Wairarapa  would  do.    Those 
honourable  gentlemen    would,  he    pcesomed, 
recommend  anybody  if  he  happened  to  bskng 
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to  them,  and  was  of  the  proper  ooloar.  He 
•oontended  that  ihe  Government  were  not  in 
the  habit  of  appointing  people  simply  becaase 
they  were  of  a  certain  politioal  ooiour,  but 
made  appointments  irrespective  of  colour,  and 
they  were  gaided  only  by  ability.  With  regard 
to  tlie  workshops,  he  had  explained  that  matter  ; 
bat  if  Mr.  Allen,  the  member  for  Bruce,  liked 
to  refer  to  it  he  oould,  and  then  perhaps  he 
^Mr.  Morrison)  would  take  a  farther  opportunity 
of  leplying  to  the  honourable  gentleman  on 
that  point. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEl)  (Bruoe)  did  not  desire  to  talk 
this  motion  out,  but  would  very  much  rather 
have  the  vote  of  the  Housd  taken  on  it  at  once, 
and,  if  the  Premier  and  his  party  would  give  an 
afieurance  to  at  once  go  to  a  division  be  would 
sit  down.    As,  however,  it  was  intendel  that 
the  motion  should  be  talked  out  by  the  mem- 
bers on  the  Government  side,  he  would  have 
something  to  say  about  it  also.     In  doing  so, 
he  had  but  little  to  say  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Caversham,  simply  because  the  honour- 
able gentleman  li»d    not  naid  anything  that 
needed  a  reply.     Tbe   honourable  gentleman 
had  spoken,  it  was  true,  and  had  made  some 
reference   to  disclosures    relating  to   himself. 
He   would   not  object  to  hear  tbem,  and  he 
hoped   they  might  come  yet;  because   there 
were  gentlemen — he  did  not  say  the  honourable 
member  for    Gaver.nham  was   one— who   were 
prepared  to  say  behind  a  man's  back  what  they 
would  not  say  to  his  face.    If  the  honourable 
member  for  Caversham  had  anything  to  say 
About  him  (Mr.  Allen),  let  him  say  it  in  the 
House,  and  he  would  get  his  answer;  but  he 
hoped  he  would  not  follow  the   example    of 
-otiiers.     He  thought  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  more  honourable,  however,  than  to  do  that 
— to   say    anything    behind    his  back.     With 
regard    to  the  motion  now  before  the  House, 
he  quite  agreed  with  the  Premier  that  it  was 
ihe  duty  of  the  Government  to  be  responsible 
for  their  estimates.    That  must  be  admitted, 
and  nobody  denied  that   responsibility.    But 
-thai  was  not  the  question  before  the  House. 
He  presumed  the  course  that  would  befjllowed 
If  this  amendment  were  carried  would  be  this : 
ihat  the  Government  would  bring  down  their 
astimates,  and  that  they  would  then  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Public  Accounts  Oommittee  for 
inqairj,  to  see  whether  the  estimates  were  pre- 
pared as  they  ought  to  be,  and  fairly  prepared  ; 
to  examine  into  matters  that  might  not  come 
wilder  the  cognisance  of  the  House,  matters, 
«ome  of  which,  perhaps,  it  might  not  be  right  to 
bring  before  the  House,  and  yet  which  might 
be  brought  before  the  Public  Accounts  Com.- 
mittee.     He  believed  that  this  amendment  in 
ihat  respect  would  do  a  great  deal  of  good. 
Now,  for  one  of  the  arguments  against  it.    The 
Premier  said,  first  of  all,  that  it  would  lead 
fee  a  waste  of  time.    How   would   that   come 
In  ?     They  had  the  Financial  Statement  and 
ooneolidated  estimates  brought  down  within 
a    oerKaln     time    of    the    commencement  of 
the  session,  and  what  happened   afterwards? 
They  took  the  financial  debate,  but  the  oon- 
■ideration  of  the  estimates  was  deliberately 


delayed  until  a  very  late  period  of  the  session. 
Now,  that  interval  of  time  could  be  taken  up 
by  the  Public  Aooounts  Committee  in  inquiring 
into  the  estimates  ;  so  that  there  would  be  ho 
waste  of  time,  but,  on  the  contrary,  something 
would  be  gained  by  having  the  estimates  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee,  and  having  them 
thoroughly  discussed  there  first  of  all.  Another 
argument  against  the  amendment  was  this : 
that  it  was  taking  away  the  privilege  of  thS 
House ;  whereas  the  principal  reason  for  the 
amendment  being  proposed  was  in  order  that 
the  House  might  have  fuller  iaformation  at  its 
disposal  than  it  had  under  the  present  system. 
So  far  from  the  privilege  of  the  House  being 
curtailed,  or  taken  away,  it  would  be  upheld 
and  extended.  H  the  estimates  were  first  re- 
ferred to  the  Public  Accounts  CommittAc,  the 
Committee  would  investigate  every  item,  and 
each  individual  member  of  that  Committee 
would  have  a  knowledge  of  the  estimates  which 
no  individual  member  uf  the  H  )use  now  had,  or 
could  have;  and  unless  the  information  ob- 
tained in  the  Committee  was  of  a  confidential 
nature — and,  of  course,  the  members  of  the 
Committee  would  not  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
confidence — they  would  be  in  a  position  to  en- 
lighten members  as  to  the  position  of  the  esti- 
mates. Did  the  Premier  think  that  they  would 
not  do  so  ?  He  felt  quite  certain  that  every 
member  of  that  Oommittee  would  have  a  great 
deal  to  say  about  the  estimates  when  they 
came  before  the  House,  from  the  fact  that  he 
had  been  able  to  inquire  into  them,  and  knew 
the  exact  position  from  knowledge  gained  on 
that  Committee.  Then  the  Premier  had  stated 
that  he  considered  the  present  order  of  refer- 
ence was  wide  enough,  and  that  under  the 
present  order  of  reference  the  Public  Aooounts 
Committee  oould  inquire  into  the  estimates. 
That,  no  doubt,  would  lie  true  if  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  had  the  estimates  before 
them  already  ;  but  from  the  fact  that  the 
Committee  had  to  take  a  vote,  and  from 
the  fact  that  the  Ministerial  party  had  a 
majority  on  the  Committee,  no  doubt  they 
would  vote  as  the  Ministerial  head  led  them, 
with  the  result  that,  if  any  attempt  were 
made  to  have  the  estimates  brought  before  the 
Committee,  it  would  undoubtedly  be  defeated. 
Ttiey  had  evidenoe  of  how  restricted  the  powers 
of  the  Public  Aooounts  Committee  were  from 
what  took  plaoe  last  year.  Last  session  the 
Committee  was  inquiring  into  the  question  of 
the  transfer  of  railway  stores,  and  in  the  course 
of  the  investiguion  it  became  fully  apparent 
that  this  transfer  of  railway  stores  had  not 
tekken  plaoe  in  one  year  only  but  had  taken 
place  in  previous  years.  He  (^r.  Allen)  put 
this  question  to  one  of  the  witnesses,  '*  By  how 
much  did  the  amount  of  recoveries  for  1897 
affect  the  balance  of  total  credits  for  the  year 
1896-97?  "  That  question  was  asked  in  order 
to  find  out  if  any  similar  proceeding  had  taken 
plsboe  in  the  previous  year,  because  they  had 
sufficient  before  them  to  suspeot  that  these 
transfers  had  taken  plaoe ;  but  it  so  happened 
that  the  Premier  jumped  up  in  his  seat 
and  said,  *'  Mr.  Chairman,  this,  I  take  it,  is 
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not  within  tbe  order  of  rttferenoe,"  and  be 
Mked  for  a  ruling  of  the  Chair  on  the  point, 
and  tbe  Chairman's  mhng  was  that  it  was  not 
in  the  oider  of  reference,  and  so  they  were 
prevented  from  inquiring  into  the  transfer  of 
stores  in  1897,  whereas  they  were  allowed,  on 
the  order  of  reference,  to  inquire  into  the  stores 
in  1898.  If  the  Pabl  io  Accounts  Committee  was 
to  be  of  any  value  in  an  inquiry  of  that  kind, 
surely  it  was  nght  for  them,  if  they  had  any 
suspicions  that  these  kind  of  transfers  bad 
taken  place  before,  to  disclose  them  and  place 
them  before  the  House.  So,  in  that  respect, 
the  power  of  tbe  Committee  was  limited.  The 
order  of  reference,  as  tbey  had  it  now,  limited 
the  power  of  the  Committee,  and  the  Premier, 
in  reading  that  order  of  reference  to  the  House, 
was  very  careful  to  read  it  in  a  particular  way. 
But  the  order  of  reference  said  this : — 

"  That  a  Committee,  consisting  of  eleven 
members,  be  appointed  to  examine  into  and  re- 
port upon  such  questions  relating  to  the  Public 
Accounts  as  they  may  think  desirable,  or  that 
may  be  referred  to  them  by  tbe  House  or  by  the 
Government,  and  also  into  all  matters  relating 
to  the  finances  of  the  colony  which  the  (Go- 
vernment may  refer  to  them." 

Well,  on  the  face  of  it,  that  appeared  to  be  a 
▼ery  wide  reference.  But  it  was  restricted  by 
what?  By  the  power  of  the  majority  on  tbe 
Committee.  The  minority  might  def>ire  to 
make  an  inquiry  into  certain  public  accounts, 
but  might  be  defeated  in  that  purpose.  Why? 
Because  tbe  initiative  must  come  from  tbe 
Committee  itself.  The  order  of  reference  said 
they  were  to  report  upon  such  questions  re- 
lating to  the  Public  Accounts  "  as  they  may 
think  desirable." 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — No. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said.  Yes,  that  was  so ;  and  had 
they  not  had  ezperiedoe  of  it  on  ihe  Committee. 
It  was  true,  in  regard  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr  Duthie)  last  year,  that, 
owing  to  circumstances,  he  was  unable  to  carry 
a  resolution  which  he  proposed  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  inquire  into  the  form  of  keeping 
the  public  accounts.  That  was  one  instance 
on  that  side;  but  there  were  many  instances  on 
the  other  Me  where  members  were  desirous  of 
inquiring  into  particular  accounts,  and  were 
met  by  an  adverse  motion  which  was  carried 
against  them.  Why,  the  init'ative  of  the  Com- 
mittee depended  on  the  power  of  tbe  majority 
in  the  Committee,  and  if  the  majority  refused 
its  assent  that  inquiry  was  refused.  Then,  the 
order  of  reference  also  stated,  "  or  that  may 
be  referred  to  them  by  the  House,"  and  that 
was  reasonable  if  tbey  acted  upon  it.  But  how 
many  of  these  questions  were  referred  to  them 
by  the  House  ?  Only  a  very  few.  And  even 
in  the  House  the  same  question  of  the  majority 
cropped  op.  Take,  for  instance,  the  question 
of  the  accounts.  If  they  wished  to  hush  up 
anything  they  could  use  the  power  of  their 
majority  to  prevent  the  Committee  inquiring. 
Was  that  not  conceivable  ?  The  majority 
might  be  used  to  prevent  such  moitter  coming 
before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  MOBRISON.— No. 

Mr.  J.  Allen 


Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said  he  was  sappoaing  suek 
a  question.  Then,  the  order  of  referenee  said* 
**and  also  into  all  matters  relating  to  ths 
finances  of  the  colony."  Now,  iha  Pieiniei, 
in  reading  the  reference,  stopped  there,  and 
honourable  members  were  led  to  believe  the 
Publio  Accounts  Committee  oould  inquire  inii 
any  matter  relating  to  the  finances  of  tbe 
colony. 

An  Hon.  Mbkbbb  said  the  Premier  read  the 
whole  of  it. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  would   ask  pardon  if  that 
were  so.    If  the  Premier  did  read   it  all,  he 
was  sorry  to  have  misrepresented  bim.    Bat 
his  recollection  was  that  the  hononrablegentk- 
man  stopped  there,  and  he  (Mr.  Allen)  tbea 
turned  it  up,  and,  so  far  as  his  ears  served  him, 
that  was  all  the  Premier  did  read.     Now,  if 
that  were  so,  the  words  following  made  a  great 
difiference,  **  which  the  Government  may  nbr 
to  tbem."    What  would  the  Government  tdiv 
to  them?    They  would  only   refer    to  tks 
qaesrions  which  they  knew  would  turn  ontoi 
inquiry  to  be  all  right.     Waa  it  Itkely  tkat 
this  Government  or  any  Government  woolA 
refer  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  any 
matter  which,  on  inquiry,  would  be  fonnd  to 
be  disastrous  to  them?    Then,  another  state- 
ment was  made  by  the  Premier.     He  mads 
the  statement   that   this  order    of    relerenet 
was  the  same  as  the  orders  of  reference  for  tbe 
last  twenty  years.    He  (Mr.  J.  Allen)  deaisd 
it.    It  was  not  correct.    He  bad  beiora  hia 
the  order  of  reference  of  X88S,  and  for  evuy 
year  up  to  the  year  1887  the  order  of  refere&ee 
was  tbe  same  as  that  which  he  waa  going  Io 
read.    In  the  year  1889  the  order  of  zeferenoB 
was  altered — that  was  to  say,  during  the  tios 
of  the  previous  Administration.     Now.  he  was 
not  going  to  find  fault  with  the  present  Pieoior 
for  the  change  to  the  order  of  reference  bm  tktf 
had  it  now ;    be  was  not  to  blame  lor  tfaa 
alteration.     He  would  tell  them  vrho  was  ti» 
blame.    It  was  the  previous  AdminiatnUiaB— 
that  of  Sir  Harry  Atkinson.      But,    tot  (ka 
Premier  to  toll  the  House  that  the  pceaol 
order  of  reference  was  the  same  that  had  faaoi 
used  for  the  last  twenty  years  waa  nusatatiaf 
the  facts.     The  order  of  reference  was  va^ 
much   wider  up   to  the  year  1887.      He  kad 
selected  1882  because  in  that  year  Sir  Hany 
Atkinson  moved  the  appointment  of  this  Geoi* 
mittee  on  a  broader  has  s  of  reference  tbaa 
now.    It  waa  he  who  made  the  ohange  in  (ha 
order  of  reference  in  the  year  1889.      What 
caused  him  to  make  the  ohange  in  bbe  motioB 
he  did  not  know.    But  the  House  would  agzee 
that  Sir  Harry  Atkinson,  in  his  earlier  days,  waa 
more  sound  with  respect  to  the  order  of  refer- 
ence than  be  was  in  1889.    At  auy  lato,  this 
was  the  order  of  reference  in  1882 : — 

"  Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Major 
Atkinson,  that  Standing  Order  No.  179  be  ans- 
pended,  in  order  that  a  Select  Committee,  to 
consist  of  eleven  members,  be  appointed  to 
examine  into  and  report  upon  qaestions  relating 
to  the  Public  Accounts." 

That  was  the  whole  of  it.  There  waa  no  relar- 
ence  to  the  Government  or  to  the  House.  They 
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were  ordered  to  report  on  any  question  relating 
to  the  Publio  Aocoants.  That,  he  should  say, 
would  embraoe  the  e<<timate8.  But,  for  the 
Premier  to  tell  them  that  the  present  order  of 
nference  embraced  the  estimates  was  simply 
patting  a  shadow  before  them.  There  was  no 
possibility  of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee, 
ae  it  was  proposed  to  be  constituted  now,  and 
with  the  order  of  reference  as  it  was  now,  deal- 
ing with  the  estimates,  unless  the  Treapurer 
himself  was  willing  they  should  do  so.  There 
was  no  probability  of  their  being  allowed  to  in- 
quire into  the  estimates  or  any  other  question 
lelating  to  the  Publio  Accounts,  unices  it  was 
remitteioL  to  them  by  the  House  or  consented  to 
by  the  Minister.  Every  single  thing  that  re- 
lated to  the  Public  Accounts  was  a  question 
relating  to  the  Public  Accounts. 

Mr.    CADMAK  asked.    Was  that  curtailed 
now? 

Mr.  J*.  ALLEN  said  it  was  curtailed  now ; 
and  he  would  tell  the  honourable  gentleman 
how  it  was  curtailed  now.    It  was  curtailed  in 
this  way :  it  did  not  say  questions  relating  to 
the  Public  Accounts  now.    It  said  the  Com- 
mittee was  to  report  '*upon  such  questions 
relating  to  the  Publio  Accounts  as  they  may 
ibiiik  desirable,  or  that  may  be  referred  to 
them  by  the  House,"  and  so  on.    Does  the 
honourable  member  think  the  words,  *'  as  they 
may  thick  desirable,*'  made  no  difierence.    He 
(Mr.  Allen)  thought  they  made  a  very  wide 
difference.    In  the  old  order  of  reference  there 
was  the  instruction  of  the  House,  not  to  do 
what    they  thought  desirable,  but  what  the 
House  ordered  them  to  do.     What  did  the 
Hoase  order?  *' Inquire   into  and  report  on 
questions  relating  to    the  Public  Accounts." 
Much  wider  was  the  order  of  reference  in  1882. 
It  was  their  duty  then  to  inquire  into  every 
single   public  account  that   came  before  the 
House,  and  report  on  it  to  the  House.    They 
knew  why  the  alteration  had  been  made.    The 
iJfreration  had  been  made  to  restrict  the  power 
of    the  Publio  Accounts  Committee.     As  he 
had  said  before,  he  did  not  blame  the  Hon. 
ihe  Premier  for  that.    The  Minister  who  did 
Ift,   unfortunately  for  him,   was  the  late  Sir 
Hariy     Atkinson.     It    was    he    who    began 
it ;     but    he    did    not    wish   to    apologize    for 
Sir  Harry  Atkinson's  action.    He  did  not  agree 
witb  hie  action  upon  that  point.    He  was  quite 
eertain  that  in  Sir  EEarry's  earlier  years,  so  far 
aa  this  order  of  reference  was  concerned,  he 
was    much  more  sound  with    respect  to  the 
duties  of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  than 
be   was  in  1889.     For  two  years  before  1889 
there  was  no  Public  Accounts  Committee  at 
all.     That  might  be  explained  by  the  fact  that 
In   one  of   these  years  the  Midland  Bailway 

gnaation  was  a  very  burning  one,  and  a  special 
ommittee  was  set  up  to  inquire  into  the  Mid- 
laja.d.  Railway,  and  it  might  have  been  con- 
sidered that  thai  was  quite  enough  to  occupy 
tlie  time  of  members  in  so  far  as  the  Public 
Aocoants  were  concerned. 

Tbe  hour  of  half-past  five  having  arrived, 
ICr.  Speaker  left  the  chair. 


HOUSB  BSSUMBD. 

The  Speaker  resumed  tiie  chair  at  half-past, 
seven  o'clock. 

LAND  FOR  SETTLEMENTS  BILL. 

▲DJOUBNBD  DRBATB. 

Mr.  SLIQO  (Dunedin  City).— Sir,  I  am  not 
quite  clear  whether  this  debate  will  not  be  re- 
garded in  the  light  of  delaying  the  business  of 
the  House — wasting  time ;  whether  those  who' 
take  part  in  it  will  not  be  denounced  for  delay* 
ing  the  Government  from  conferring  blessings 
upon  the  existing  population  and  upon  the 
unborn  millions  of  the  colony.  I  hope  the 
debate  will  not  be  so  regarded,  because  up  to 
now  it  has  been  in  a  negative  degree  specially 
informative —that  is,  in  showing  that  we  are 
not  quite  clear  what  the  Bill  is  intended  to 
effect ;  whether  it  is  to  give  a  quarter-acre  sec- 
tion or  thereabouto  for  working-men's  homes ;. 
two  acres,  and,  I  suppose,  the  cow  thrown  in, 
or  three-,  four-,  or  five- acre  plots  for  small 
farms.  I  failed  to  gather  from  the  Premier's 
speech  which  of  these  objects  he  had  in  view^ 
or  whether  he  had  all  of  them. 

Mr.  SEDDON.-The  Bill  will  apply  to  aU  of 
them. 

Mr.  SLIGC— Well,  I  take  ib  that  under  the 
Bill  all  of  them  may  be  accomplished.  But|. 
however  that  may  be,  I  feel  quite  assured  in 
my  own  mind  that  the  beautiful  and  philan- 
thropic idea  of  combining  employment  in  the 
cities  and  small-farming  in  tbe  country  is  a 
fallacious  one — a  will- of- tbe- wisp— out  of  which 
nothing  will  come,  and  which  the  less  we 
attempt  to  put  in  force  the  better  it  will  be  for 
us,  as  I  believe  such  an  attempt  will  be  a  total 
failure.  It  is  a  very  pretty  picture,  that  ideal 
of  the  working-man  rearing  his  family  amongst 
country  surroundings,  far  from  the  "  madding 
crowd,"  combining  work  in  the  town  with 
dilettante  small-farming  in  the  country.  But 
no  man  can  serve  two  masters,  and  I  believe 
that  any  such  attempt  will  end  in  dismal 
failure — will  end  in,  as  it  were,  a  hybrid  result, 
obtaining  neither  one  thing  nor  another^ 
During  the  course  of  the  debate  the  honour- 
able  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  FisherV 
spoke  in  glowing  terms  of  a  town-worker,  and 
the  position  he  had  secured  for  himself  in 
the  country ;  but  I  failed  altogether  to  see 
how  he  connected  that  example  with  clause  6- 
of  the  Bill  now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  That  was  an  example  of  a  working- 
man  going  into  the  country  and  securing  a 
home  for  himself  and  living  by  country  occupa- 
tions— an  example  which  it  would  be  well,  no- 
doubt,  if  it  were  largely  followed,  and  for 
which  every  facility  should  be  given  ;  but,  Sir, 
I  think  the  honourable  gentleman  might  have 
taken  into  consideration  the  fact  that  this  same 
individual  of  whom  he  spoke  might,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  be  ousted  from  the  home 
he  had  secured  for  himself,  from  the  small 
holding  he  had  obtained  for  himself,  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  some  other  or  others  in  his. 
stead.  Precious  little  time  the  casual  worker 
in  the  city  will  have  for  combining  small-farm- 
ing with  working  in  the  town.     His  time  ia. 
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•occupied  either  in  attending  to  his  work  in  the 
town  or  in  watching  the  chances  for  employ- 
ment, and  I  Bay  he  will  have  little  time  after- 
wards for  agriculture.  This  brings  me  to  the 
remarks  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Ma'*terton,  with  which  1  very  deeply  sym- 
pathised. I  say  it  would  be  a  sin,  and  a  shame, 
■and  a  disgrace  to  this  House  if  it  proposed  to 
interffre  with  the  holdings  of  small  settlers 
who  have  devoted  them<<elve8  to  a  country  life, 
in  the  vain  hope— it  would  be  a  vain  hope — of 
helping  ottiers  in  -the  towns  to  become — well, 
oothing  else  but  hybrid  failures  in  both  re- 
spects. Therefore,  1  trust  we  shall  not  sanc- 
tion the  making  of  such  a  foolish  experiment. 
Then,  in  this  connection,  the  member  for 
Oaverdham  cited  the  Peninsula,  near  Dunedin, 
as  a  happy  hunting-ground  where  an  experi- 
ment of  this  kind  would  be  likely  to  be  a  par- 
ticular success.  Why,  the  honourable  member 
surely  knows  that  the  Peninsula  is  almost 
entirely  settled  by  small  farmers,  original 
settlers,  who  have  literally  hewn  out  homes  for 
themselves  there. 

Mr.  MORRISON. — I  gave  a  particular  case 
—-namely,  an  estate  of  the  Assets  Realisation 
Board  within  half  a  mile  of  Anderson's  Bay. 

Mr.  SLIGO. — I  do  not  know  what  the  AFsets 
Bealisation  Board  has  there,  but  I  think  the 
Peninsula  is,  generally  speaking,  settled  by 
small  farmers,  early  settlers  or  sbeir  descend- 
.ants,  who  have  hewn  out  homes  for  themselves 
there.  And  to  propose,  as  the  honourable 
(gentleman  suggested,  that  these  small  holdings 
should  be  taken  from  A  and  B,  in  order  that 
they  might  be  vested  in  all  the  other  letters  of 
the  alphabet,  who  have  been  a  little  less  pro- 
sperous in  life  than  A  and  B,  is  to  my  mind,  a 
proposition  that  I  do  not  think  we  should  enter- 
tain for  a  moment.  Now,  it  is  quite  true  that 
a  good  deal  has  been  said  in  the  debate,  as  was 
said  by  the  member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr. 
Taylor),  that  was  scarcely  pertinent  to  the  Bill 
litself.  I  have  not  muoti  to  say  in  that  direo- 
tion,  but  I  wish  to  say  this,  and  I  have  never 
•ceased  to  maintain  it :  that  a  great  deal  of  good 
•has  been  and  may  be  effected  under  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act.  Even  though,  as  the 
member  for  Oamaru  said,  Pomahakas  may  be 
bought  at  double  their  value,  the  big  land- 
lords of  the  country  have  done  exceedingly  well 
under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act ;  I  hope  their 
successors  will  do  as  well.  I  say  although  that 
has  been  the  case,  there  are  elements  of  good 
in  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act ;  but  there  are 
great  opportunities  for  evil,  opportunities  for 
**  slating  "  the  community  on  the  one  hand,  and 
on  the  other  for  making  the  **  fat  man  *'  fatter — 
the  fat  man  of  whom  we  hear  so  m.uch  from 
honourable  members  opposite — ^and  these  op- 
portunities have  not  been  neglected,  as  Poma- 
haka,  Bushy  Park,  and  Waikakahi  have  borne 
witness—  that  is,  if  those  who  profess  to  know 
about  these  matters  are  judges  of  what  they 
-speak  of  with  evident  sincerity.  Sir,  I  recog- 
nise as  fully  as  any  man  that  this  House  is  now 
invited  to  ttie  consideration  of  a  most  important 
subject,  and  I  claim  to  have  every  desire  to  aid 
in  every  possible  way  the  attainment  of  what  I 
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admit  to  be  the  very  desirable  purpose  set  ool 
in  the  Bill — that  the  working- people  in  ou 
crowded  towns  and  cities  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  going  into  the  country,  and  in  soma 
measure  getting  away  from  the  slums  of  she 
city  into  freer  air,  where  there  will  be  mon 
elbow  room  andjgraater  opportunities  for  bringing 
up  families  in  more  wholesome  surroandiaKi. 
I  do  not  think,  however,  that  the  mere  ensUkig 
of  our  city  working  populaiion  to  procaie  small 
plots  of  land  on  easy  terms  will  secure  all  tht 
blissful  results  which  some  seem  to  anticipito; 
but  it  will  do  this :  it  will  enable  those  who 
are  really  desirous  of  taking  a  step  upward  in 
life  to  take  that  first  step  under  more  favooz- 
able  conditions  than  otherwise  might  be  ttw 
case.  It  is  true,  as  stated  by  the  honouraUe 
member  for  Bruce  (Mr.  J.  Allen),  that  theiMit 
of  our  working  population  can,  and  will,  mi^ 
their  own  way  without  aid  of  this  kind;  bi^ 
while  that  is  the  case,  I  also  reooguifeC  thittbi 
first  stepe  at  the  outset  of  life,  of  young  people 
especially,  may  be  considerably  aided,  aadfS- 
haps  with  little  danger  to  the  State,  and  Uilt 
at  little  cost  they  may  be  helped  to  take  thit 
first  step,  and  be  enabled  to  progress  mott 
easily  and  more  rapidly  than  would  otherwiie 
be  the  case,  to  a  better  position  in  life  thsn, 
without  that  help,  they  would  be  likely  to 
attain.  A  small  saving  in  rent  even,  if  H 
were  nothing  else,  might,  amongst  the  wA 
deserving,  mean  a  great  deal.  Sir,  I  take  it  tbit 
the  words  **  town  districts  "  might  well  be  stroek 
out  of  the  Bill.  It  was,  I  think,  the  faonoo- 
.able  member  for  Oamaru  who  called  speeiil 
attention  to  this  point.  In  town  districis  sod 
small  boroughs  tbis  condition  of  afiain  pR- 
vails :  that  by  merely  jumping  a  fence,  ss  it 
were,  you  can  get  land  at  almost  pratrie-niM 
for  the  residences  of  working-men.  Sir,  I  »J 
that  it  will  not  only  be  fooli^,  it  will  be  ab»- 
lutely  wrong  to  apply  the  provi-ions  of  tfaif  Bill 
to  every  little  hamlet  in  the  country,  unsettiiqff 
the  minds  of  the  settlers  sJl  over  the  oolfiBJ* 
and  keeping  people  in  a  state  of  dread  k  to 
what  .may  happen.  The  Bill  should  ban 
amended  as  to  remove  all  fear  on  that  besi 
Sir,  I  admit  that  there  is  a  great  deal  tbtf 
is  true  in  the  contention  of  the  faononnbie 
member  for  Marsden  (Mr.  R.  Thompson)  tbst 
the  Qovemment  has  already  travelled  ^ 
in  this  direction  under  the  existing  l>i*i'> 
but  if  we  have  a  need — and  I  think  the 
probabilities  are  that  there  is  such  a  need,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  large  cities,  at  all  erenti 
— for  providing  land  for  working-men's  hoiM 
it  is  worth  while  to  try  the  experiment,  lod, 
if  that  is  carefully  and  judiciously  done,  I 
believe  good  may  be  effected.  But  I  shall  not 
agree  that  it  is  either  wise  or  just  to  aMsmpt 
to  provide  small  farms  for  working-men  in  ^ 
towns.  I  repeat  that  that  would  be  not  only 
unjust  to  the  community  but  absolute  foll/i 
destined  to  be  a  dismal  failure.  I  wish,  there- 
fore, to  see  the  Bill  sunended  so  that  not  lOon 
than  quarter-acre  sections  shall  be  provided 
under  it.  More  would,  to  my  mind,  simplj 
mean  this :  that  you  would  turn  out  of  their 
holdings  the  present  occupants,  or  wooldi  v 
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many  cases,  render  Iheir  holdings  useless  to 
them  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree.  Others 
i?ould  enter  on  those  holdiogB,  many  of  them 
as  a  mere  speoalation ;  and  there,  Sir,  I 
think  we  have  a  feature  of  the  Biil  in 
lefipect  of  which  great  care  will  have  to  be 
«iereised.  I  say  that  in  many  cases  those 
holdings  would  be  entered  upon  as  mere  specu- 
lations, in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  sell  out  at 
an  enhanced  value  in  future.  This  brings  me 
to  another  point.  I,  Sir,  emphatically  hold 
that  if  the  Government  is  going  to  dispossess 
people  in  or  near  towns,  and  to  put  others  in 
their  places,  it  is  a  clamant  need  that  in  any 
such  proposed  action  we  should  have  provision 
made  for  periodical  revaluations,  and  that  at 
limited  intervals.  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  a 
member  of  this  House  has  already  given  notice 
on  the  Order  Paper  to  that  effect.  I  had 
thought  of  the  point  myself,  and  I  certainly 
would  have  proposed  something  of  the  kind. 
I  am  glad,  however,  to  see  that  this  has  been 
done.  I  am  sure  it  needs  to  be  done,  and  I 
%ope  the  House,  if  this  Bill  is  to  pass  at  all, 
will  take  care  that  some  such  provision  is 
made  in  the  measure.  Now,  Sir,  I  do  not 
intend  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  at 
greater  length  on  this  Bill.  I  hope  the  Bill 
will  be  so  amended  as  to  secure  the  end  aimed  at, 
with  the  safeguards  to  which  I  have  directed 
attention.  There  are  other  points  to  which 
attention  has  been  called  in  the  House,  and 
which  I  hope  will  not  only  receive  favourable 
consideration  but  will  be  carried  as  amend- 
ments and  embodied  in  the  Bill.  That  being 
done,  there  are  possibilities  of  good  in  the  Bill ; 
and  while  I  believe  it  will  be  possible  to  do  a 
great  deal  of  harm  under  it,  unless  it  be  care- 
fully and  honestly  administered,  good  results 
may  be  secured  from  the  passing  of  the  mea- 
aure,  and,  therefore,  I  will  sapport  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill ;  but  when  it  is  in  Commit- 
tee I  will  support  the  amendments  to  which  I 
have  referred,  and  others  which  are  necessary 
«nd  desirable,  before  the  Bill  is  passed. 

Mr.  E.  O.  ALLEN  (Waikouaiti).— The  last 
■Speaker  upon  the  measure  now  before  the  House 
aaid  be  thought  the  areas  to  be  acquired  for 
working-men's  homes  should  be  subdivided  into 
•quarter-acre  sections.  Now,  I  distinctly  dis- 
agree with  that  view  of  the  matter.  A  quarter 
•of  an  acre  of  land  would  be  simply  useless  to  a 
ipvorking-man  in  the  way  of  filling  up  his  spare 
time.  The  honourable  gentleman  also  said 
that  it  should  not  apply  to  boroughs  nor  to 
4own8  with  small  populations.  Now,  I  know 
of  one  borough  where  there  is  a  very  large 
block  of  land  adjoining  it  that  lies  in  a  state 
of  waste.  In  the  borough  I  refer  to,  people 
are  driven  to  all  sorts  of  inaccessible  places 
to  build  the  houses  in  which  they  are  living. 
These  houses  are  on  the  shady  side  of  hills, 
vrhere  the  sun  seldom  shines,  and  on  the  steep 
kiillsides,  where  it  is  both  dangerous  and  inac- 
eessible ;  and  yet,  alongside  this  place,  there 
»re  soores  of  acres — I  might  say  hundreds  of 
ekotes — of  splendid  land  suitable  for  building 
opon  lying  waste,  and  the  owner  of  this  land 
ifrill   not  allow  one  section  to  be  purchased, 


nor  will  he  lease  it  at  a  reasonable  rate. 
Now,  this  is  a  case  which  is  a  fiat  contiadiction 
to  the  honourable  gendeman's  ideas,  and  this 
land  adjoins  the  Borough  of  Caversbam.  The 
honourable  member  for  Caversiiam  knows  all 
about  it.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  spoke  of 
it,  as  I  did  not  hear  the  first  of  his  address 
on  this  Bill.  I  give  this  as  an  instance  of  a 
borough  where  the  people  are  suffering  for  want 
of  room  to  build,  and  the  owner  of  this  pro- 
perty will  not  allow  them  to  build  there.  I 
am  not  going  to  speak  on  the  whole  principle 
of  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act.  It  is  a 
measure  which  the  colony  is  well  satisfied 
with.  It  has  been  a  very  great  success  up  to 
the  present  time,  and  I  believe  the  amendment 
of  that  Act  now  before  the  House  will  prove 
of  great  advantage  to  the  people  of  the  colony. 
If  it  was  only  to  obviate  the  difficulty  that  has 
cropped  up  recently  in  regard  to  the  purchase 
of  the  Hatuma  Estate,  I  ihink  that  in  itself  is 
ample  ground  for  the  passing  of  this  measure. 
There  were  difficulties  in  connection  with  the 
purchase  of  that  estate  which  do  not  redound 
to  the  credit  of  the  owners.  This  Bill  provides 
for  the  fair  market-value  being  given  for  land 
purchase,  whatever  it  might  be.  Then  there  is 
another  feature  in  the  Bill  which  I  see  will 
lead  to  the  establishment  of  cheap  fares  on  our 
railways — that  is,  suburban  rates.  Now,  I  be- 
lieve that,  by  giving  people  an  opportunity  to 
get  out  of  the  cities  into  the  country  by  means 
of  cheap  fares,  the  effect  will  be  that  not  only 
will  the  land  purchased  under  this  Bill  be  very 
rapidly  settled  upon  but  a  large  area  of  land 
belonging  to  private  persons  will  also  be  settled 
upon,  it  is  no  use  providing  homes  for  city 
workmen  in  the  country  unless  you  give  them 
also  the  means  of  getting  to  those  homes  by 
means  of  cheap  fares.  And  cheap  fares  do 
not  mean  any  loss  of  revenue,  because  I  be- 
lieve that,  if  on  the  suburban  lines  a  system 
of  cheap  fares  were  established,  it  would  be 
found  that)  the  railway  revenue  would  be  very 
much  increased.  Sir,  what  do  we  find  ?  There 
are  plaoes  in  the  colony  where  workmen's 
tickets  are  issued  at  4s.  6d.  a  week.  Now, 
4s.  6d.  a  week  does  not  appear  to  be  a  very  large 
amount,  but  if  you  multiply  that  by  the  number 
of  weeks  in  the  year  you  will  find  it  amounts 
to  £11  148.  a  year  for  a  workman  to  pay  for  a 
second-class  ticket.  That  is  a  considerable 
amount  for  a  working-man  to  pay.  And  then 
we  find  that,  for  a  distance  of  eight  miles,  a 
person  may  get  a  first-class  season  ticket  for 
twelve  months  for  ten  guineas.  If  it  pays  to 
issue  these  tickets  for  ten  guineas,  why  charge 
the  working-man  £11 14s.  for  his  ticket.  I  hope 
the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  workmen  will 
be  able  to  travel  a  maximum  distance  of  eight 
or  ten  miles— which  would  be  about  the  dis- 
tance from  town  at  which  workmen's  homes 
would  be  established — for  a  payment  of  lOs. 
per  month,  to  be  paid  monthly.  It  would 
be  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  I  think,  if 
that  were  done.  Then  it  has  been  said  by  pre- 
vious speakers  that  the  area  of  a  workman's 
home  should  be  five  acres.  I  think  that  would 
be  a  great  mistake.    I  think  that  two  acres 


604 


Land  f Of 


[HOU8B.]         SettlemmU  Bill.         [Judt  U 


would  be  quite  suffioient.  These  sabvrbMi 
lands  ere  expensive ;  you  oaonot  gefc  ihem 
under  £50  an  acre.  The  coei  of  five  aeres 
would  therefore  be  £250.  Five  per  cent,  on 
that  would  be  £12  lOs.  a  year  rent,  which  is 
more  than  an  ordinary  working-man  can  afford 
to  pay.  Five  acres  would  be  too  muoh  for  a 
workman's  home  and  too  little  for  a  small  farm, 
and  1  do  not  chink  it  would  be  wise  to  have 
these  areas  any  larger  than  that  which  the 
family,  and  the  bread-winner  in  his  spare  time, 
could  att«nd  to.  Nor  do  I  think  it  would  be 
wise  to  purchaf  e  very  small  blocks  of  land.  It 
appears  to  me  that,  if  you  purchase  twenty-five 
acres  of  land  f  re  m  a  man  who  only  holds  thirty 
acres,  leavirg  five  acres  surrounding  his  home- 
stead, you  might  possibly  do  that  man  very  grave 
injustice.  1  think  the  land  should  be  purchafed 
in  large  areas  and  cut  up  into  rmall  subdivi- 
sions, and  then,  with  the  assistance  of  cheep 
railway- fares,  the  result  of  this  amending  Act 
would  prove  a  very  great  boon  to  the  working- 
men  of  the  large  cities  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  LEW18  (Ghristchurch  City). —I  suppose, 
Bir,  if  any  one  should  intimate  his  intention  of 
voting  against  this  Bill,  he  would  at  once  be  told 
be  is  opposed  to  the  principles  affecting  the  re- 
acquicition  of  land  for  settlement  which  are 
contained  in  the  original  Act,  and  he  will  be 
confronted  with  the  statement  which  many  of 
us  have  made :  that  we  would  not  repeal  the 
original  Act  or  in  any  way  interfere  with  its 
working.  But  this  Bill,  Sir,  differs  so  widely 
in  ito  principles  from  tiie  original  Act  that  I 
consider  it  is  one  of  those  things  which  we 
should  shoot  at  sight  and  not  palter  with  at  all, 
BO  that  I  am  not  going  to  give  any  semblance 
of  support  to  the  main  provisions  to  be  found 
in  this  Bill.  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  find, 
after  the  expressions  of  opinion  that  have  fallen 
from  honourable  members  on  both  sides  of 
the  House,  that  the  Premier  will  considerably 
modify  this  Bill,  as  the  Minister  of  Lands  did  a 
Bill  of  a  somewhat  similar  nature  in  1897.  I 
am  not  concerned  vrith  that.  All  I  am  con- 
cerned with  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
as  expressed  in  this  Bill,  which  they  have  placed 
before  us  and  asked  us  to  pass,  presumably 
in  its  entirety ;  and  I  say  it  is  not  a  matter, 
entertaining  such  opinions  upon  it  as  I  do, 
that  one  can  for  a  moment  attempt  to  palter 
with.  Sir,  taking  the  Bill  in  the  order  of 
its  claupes,  clause  6  is  one  which  might  be 
BUficeptible  of  amendment  if  words  were  in- 
serted which  would  make  its  meaning  more 
clear ;  but  I  most  confess  I  do  not  see  how  it 
would  work  as  it  is  at  present  worded.  The 
«  fair  actual  market- value  "  of  land  is  an  ex- 
pression which  virtuslly  has  no  meaning  at  all. 
I  presume  clause  6  is  to  be  rf  ad  in  connection 
with  clause  6,  and  I  want  to  know  how  on 
earth  you  can  determine  what  is  the  fair  market- 
value  of  land  which  is  to  be  taken  under  this 
Bill,  or  even  under  the  main  Act,  but  more 
especially  this  Bill.  We  will  suppose  a  man 
buys  a  farm  of  fifty  acres  of  bare  Ismd,  that  he 
erects  thereon  houses— a  house  for  his  man, 
stables,  sheds,  cowsheds,  and  so  forth — and 
generally   puts   improvements   on    that  land 
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amounting  in  all  to  £10  an  aore.  The 
gQ  fit  accruing  from  the  expenditoa 
of  that  money  is  q^read.  over  the 
whole  land,  and  every  single  aore  of  thai 
risction  of  his  is  increased  in  value  by  perinft 
£10  per  acre.  But  suppose  the  Oovemmenl 
comes  along  and  wants  to  buy  twenty-five 
acres  which  have  no  improvemenli  upon  them 
whatever,  the  fair  acvutJ  market-price  of  that 
land  is  what  it  is  worth  with  nothing  hot  a 
fence  around  it. 

Mr.  SEDDOH.— Yon  have  got  to  consider  the 
whole  farm. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— It  does  not  say  anything  about 
that  here,  and  before  this  clause  passes  throng 
Committee  I  hope  there  are  those  who  will  see 
that  the  matter  is  placed  beyond  all  poaeibiliiy 
of  dispute,  because  under  such  circumstancss 
very  considerable  hardship  might  arise.    1U% 
again,  the  case  of  a  man  who  buys  twenty  sflrs 
of  land,  and  erects  five  hundred  ppunds*  vactk 
of  improvements  upon  it.    Now,  if  yon  tdks 
fifteen  acres  of  that  away,  and  load  it  withils 
proportion  of  improvements,  the  chances  HB 
that  that  would  bring  up  the  price  of  the  land 
to  more  than  any  ordinary  person  would  pay 
for  it.    There  would  be  the  two  altemativeB: 
We  should  have  the  State,  probably,  compelled 
to  pay  more  than   the    land  was  absolntdy 
worth,  on  the  one  hand,  or  on  the  other  the 
owner  would  get  less;  and  I  say  this  dasss 
demands  the  closest  investigation  before  heaf 
allowed  to  pass  through  Committee.     But  my 
principal  objection  to  this  Bill  is  to  be  ftNoa 
m  clause  6,  and  it  is  interesting  to  noteho* 
this  thing  expands  vear  by  year.     It  is  always 
the  Land  for  Settlements  Act,   and  yet  4m 
provisions    embodied    in    clause    6    differ  ss 
much  from  the  main  Act  as  one  Bill  eoold 
possibly  differ  from  another.    As  one  who  coiass 
from  Canterbury,  where  large  estates  have  beea 
a  burning  question  for  years  psLst,  I  am  oss 
opposed  to  the  provisions  of  the  main  Act    I 
recognise  the  benefits  derived  from  the  Act  ta 
all  directions,  although  its  adminiatratioa  bsa 
not  always  been  what  could  be  wiahed,  bntsuLI 
I  recognise  the  benefits  accruing  to  the  seEen 
and  to  those  who  buy  the  sections.    I  knowalsO' 
—and  I  wish  I  did  not— of  the  larger  benefits 
that  have  sometimes  accrued  to  third  narties. 
But,  coming  to  clause  6,  as  I  have  already  said, 
it  is  a  clause  the  meaning  of  which  none  caa 
uflect  to  misunderstand,  and  to  the  provisioBS 
of  which  I  should  think  the  large  majority  of 
members  of  this  House  are  strongly  opposed. 
Now,  in  1897,  we  also  had  a  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Bill,  which  contained  a  clause  dealing, 
with  the  acquisition  of  land  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  large  centres.      The  wording  of  that 
clause  was  somewhat  misty,  and,  speaking  on 
the  third  reading,  the  leader  of  the  Oppositlam 
said : — 

**  There  could  be  no  shadow  of  doubt  thal^ 
had  it  not  been  for  the  action  of  the  Opposition, 
there  would  have  been  a  law  in  force  from  to- 
night under  which  every  farmer  could  have 
despoiled  of  all  his  land  except  fifty  acres.'* 

An  Hon.  MEHBSB.-~Twenty-five  acres. 
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Mr.  LEWIS. — I  am  taking  the  words  of  the 
ieador  of  ibe  OppoBitton  as  reported  in  Hansard. 
II  it  should  be  twenty-five  acres,  I  am  taking  it 
as  fifty  acres,  beoaase,  if  I  do  make  a  mistake,  I 
always  like  to  make  it  on  the  right  side.  Now, 
mark  what  the  Premier  said.  He  was  most 
indignant  that  any  oonstruotion  of  the  sort 
sho^d  be  placed  on  ^  Bill  which  was  intro- 
4ao«d  by  his  Qovernment.  He  said  he  would 
not  haye  taken  part  in  the  debate  except  to 
tef  nte  the  assertion  made  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  and  he  finished  up  by  saymg  : — 

**The  claune  only  applied  to  arban  or  sub- 
«rban  land  within  the  limits  of  the  four  large 
eities.  It  had  no  application  whatever  to  rural 
<nt  ooantry  districts,  or  to  the  smaller  centres  of 
population." 

So  we  find  the  Premier  in  1897  consumed 

with  rage  at  the  mere  thought  that  some  one 

riiould  stake  that  his  Government  had  brought 

in  a  Bill  which  proposed  to  take  all  the  land  a 

man  had  except  fifty  acres,  and  that  only  in  the 

Immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  large  centres. 

Tet  to-dav  we  find  him  asking  the  House  to 

pass  a  BUI  which  would  take  all  a  man*s  land, 

except  five  acres,  within  five  miles  of  any  borough 

or  town  district  in  the  colony.    For  there  are 

places.  Sir,  in  this  colony  where  town  districts 

ajid  boroughs  are  to  be  found  not  more  than 

ten  miles  apart,  and  covering  a  very  consider- 

.able  area  of  the  country,  so  that  virtually  whole 

fltretobes  of  country  are  to  be  subject  to  the 

provisions  of  a  law  which  can  depriTe  any  man 

of  eyery  acre  with  the  exception  of  five.    I  am 

not  going  to  pretend  for  a  moment  to  support 

Ibis  measure.    I  suppose  I  shall  be  told  by 

Of^ort^nists  that  this  is  a  measure  brought  in 

lor  the  benefit  of  the  residents  in  towns  suoh 

am  I  represent.    I  shall  be  told  that  I  have  no 

oonatituents  owning  such  lands,  and  that  my 

ooarso  would  therefore  be  dear ;  but  I  take  no 

SQoh  view.    Now,  to  leaye  that,  and  coming  to 

Ihe  question  of  workmen's  homes,  it  is  one  of 

ilie  most  difilcult  questions  that  any  Govem- 

vaenk  could  have  to  deal  with,  and  I  recognise 

that  the  neoewity  for  any  legislation  of  the  kind 

10  not  anything  like  so  great  in  Canterbury  as  it 

im   elsewhexe^in  towns  such  as   Weliington; 

in  faot,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ghristchurch 

the  necessity  hardly  exists  at  all.    So  f^  as 

ibe  compulsory  clauses  are  concerned,  it  is  a 

woxj  singulEir  faot  that  the  Government  cannot 

bay  land  near  Ghristchurch.     I  suppose  the 

members  of  the  Government  and  their  officers 

sure  the  only  men  in  Canterbury  of  whom  that 

omn.   be  said.     Now,   Sir,  I  undertake   to  go 

to-morrow  and  buy  land  in  the  neighbourhood 

of    Ghristchurch  at  a  fair   price —at  a  price 

not  greater  than  has  been  paid  for  adjoming 

Isuads.      Sir,    I    could   buy   land    there    until 

fcJie  Gk>Yemment  begged  me  to  stop.    But  the 

Sovemment   cannot    get   it.     It   is  a  most 

nctraordinary  thing.    Land  is  changing  hands 

Aiere    every    day.      It    is    being    cut    up    by 

private  individuals,  and  by  small   companies 

vbo  purchase  lands  from  private  individuals, 

bxict  yet  the  Government  cannot  get  an  acre.    I 

lo  not  enppose  it  is  the  fault  of  the  Government 

sffioiale  tnere;   in  faot,  I  take  the  liberty  of 


entirely  diebelieviog  the  statement.  However, 
assuming  there  was  a  necessity  of  taking  land 
under  the  compulsory  clauses,  the  question  of 
workmen's  homes  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood  of  a  town  like  Cbristchurch  is  one  on 
which  I  think  very  mistaken  opinions  prevail. 
Workmen  in  towns  may  be  divided  into  two 
classes.  First  of  all,  the  men  in  permanent 
employment ;  and,  in  terms  of  the  interpreta- 
tion of  my  colleague  (^r.  Taylor)  the  other 
night,  this  description  would  apply  to  men 
whose  income  did  not  exceed  fifty  shillings  a 
week,  including  not  only  mechanics  and  arti- 
sans but  shop-assistants  and  clerks,  and  so  on. 
If  I  understand  it  aright— and  the  honourable 
member  for  Waikouaiti  seems  to  have  acquired 
similar  views — these  workmen  villages  are  more 
for  casual  labourers  in  towns,  and  I  cannot 
see  that  they  can  do  very  much  good.  In 
the  first  place,  although  it  is  not  perhaps  a 
very  prominent  factor  in  this  ca«e,  in  propor- 
tion as  you  do  anything  to  increase  or  to 
decrease  the  number  of  casual  labourers  to  be 
found  in  any  one  town,  so  do  you  contribute  to 
the  congestion  of  the  labour-market.  My  aim 
has  sJways  been  to  try  and  get  the  casual 
labourers  to  leave  town  and  go  into  the  country* 
And  I  think  all  the  efforts  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  trying  to  establish  workmen's  homes 
should  be  directed  to  securing  that  result.  In 
town,  if  there  is  any  casual  work  to  be  done,  or 
in  the  suburbs,  as  the  membar  or  Caversham, 
for  instance,  will  tell  you,  there  are  half  a 
doaen  applicants  for  it ;  whereas  in  the  country 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  not  a  casual 
workman  can  be  got  when  there  is  work  to  be 
done,  except  at  cercain  periods  of  the  year,  when 
perhaps  it  is  wet  and  nobody  wants  him. 
And  while  the  permanent  hand  in  New  Zea- 
land is  very  favourably  situated,  I  conceive  the 
condition  of  the  casual  labourer  in  our  large 
cities  to  be  about  as  miserable  as  that  of  any 
one  could  be.  He  lives  from  hand  to  mouth 
upon  the  veriest  shadow  of  a  pittance.  Many 
of  them  do  not  average  £1  a  week  ;  indeed,  it 
is  a  mystery  to  me  how  they  manage  to  live  at 
all.  Now,  if  the  Government,  in  their  desire— a 
desire  in  which  I  share— to  relieve  the  casual 
labour  market,  would  establish  small  colonies  of 
workmen's  homes  dotted  about  throughout  the 
country  districts,  they  would  be  nearer  achiev- 
ing their  object  than  by  eiiablishing  home^  of 
twenty  or  thirty  in  a  heap  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  towns.  There  are  any 
number  of  agricultural  districts  m  which 
colonies  of  five  or  six  working-men  could  be 
planted  down  with  advantage  both  to  them- 
selves and  the  surrounding  farmers  and  land- 
owners. As  I  have  said,  we  cannot  get  men 
when  we  want  them.  The  himourabie  member 
for  Waikouaiti  said  that  a  quarter  of  an  aore  was 
too  small,  but  five  acres  was  too  large.  A  great 
deal  depends  on  the  rent  one  would  have  to  pay  ; 
but  when  he  advanced  the  argument  that  five 
acres  at  a  rental  of  £2  10s.  could  not  be  made 
to  pay— or  a  total  of  £12  lOs.  a  year— it  appeared 
to  me  he  must  have  lost  sight  of  this  fact :  as- 
suming he  gets  five  acres  at  £50,  another  £100 
would  put  on  it  a  bouse  and  so  forth,  then  for 
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£350  you  have  five  acres  of  land  and  a  house  ; 
tbat  briDgs  the  total  rental  to  £17  10 j. 

An  Hon.  Membkh.— Railway -fare,  £6  lOs. 

Mr.  LKWIS.— Well,  £24  a  year.  What  the 
honourable  gentleman  overlooks  is  the  fact 
that  this  man  who  is  now  paying — I  do  not 
know  aboQt  this  part,  but  he  would  not  get 
much  of  a  cottage  in  Ghristchurch  for  Ts.  a 
week,  and  I  hear  honcurable  members  saying 
lOs.  or  123.  a  week  here.  Well,  if  he  can  afford 
to  pay  that  for  a  cottage  without  a  yard  of 
ground,  he  can  surely  afford  to  pay  the  same 
rental  for  a  house,  five  acres  of  land,  and  a 
railway- ticket  thrown  in.  But  in  the  country 
districts,  where  you  can  buy  land  at  £30  cr  £40 
an  acre,  a  man  with  five  acres  and  a  house 
would  pay  no  more  than  he  now  pays  for  a 
house,  without  land  at  all.  So  I  hope,  in 
endeavouring  to  establish  workmen's  homes,  the 
Government  will  take  steps  not  to  congregate 
mtn  round  towns  and  induce  them  to  remain 
thtre,  hut  try  to  establish  them  in  the  country. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — To  remain  there  ? 

Mr.  LEWIS.— To  remain  there,  by  all  means. 
Honourable  members  seem  to  think  you  can 
iostill  country  instincts  into  children  reared 
within  a  mile  or  two  of  a  town.  If  they  think 
tbat  they  make  a  great  mistake.  All  those 
children,  for  instftnoe,  who  are  brought  up  in 
the  suburbs  within  an  easy  walk  of  Christ* 
church  cannot  be  said  to  have  country  in- 
stincts, for  they  are  as  liable  to  hang  about 
town  and  acquire  town  instincts  as  if  they  were 
bom  in  the  heart  of  the  city.  Then,  it  is  a 
minor  point,  but,  as  I  said  before,  to  form 
workmen's  villages  alongside  the  towns  wi  1  not 
relieve  the  congestion;  if  it  will  have  any  effect 
at  all,  it  viiW  noc  be  in  that  direction,  unless 
application  for  the  sections  is  confined  to  those 
who  live  in  the  town.  There  is  not  much  use 
in  acquiring  land  for  workmen's  villages  near 
towns,  flad  then  throwing  the  applications  open 
to  the  whole  olony.  1  do  not  see  how  the 
oongestion  is  to  be  relieved  by  any  such  course 
as  that.  As  to  the  proposal  to  take  away  from 
a  man  who  has  ten  acres  that  which  he  has 
acquired  by  diut  of  hard  work  as  a  provision 
for  his  age,  and  to  leave  him  only  five  acres,  it 
is  so  contrary  to  all  my  instincts  that  I  shall 
vote  agninst  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  CROWTHER  (Auckland  City).— I  hold 
the  opinion  that  the  la^t  speakers  have  lost 
fight  of  the  mam  subject  at  i^sue.  They  are 
arguing  now  as  if  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  provide  homesteads  for  those  people 
who  cannot  provide  them  for  themselves,  at  a 
cost  of  £200  each  or  more.  I  have  not  lost 
sight  of  the  fact  that  the  Premier  told  the 
honourable  member  for  Eden,  when  he  was  so 
full  of  expectancy  on  this  question,  that  we 
had  not  money.  When  it  was  said  that  it 
would  cost  £100  each  to  provide  cottages  or 
homestead?  for  this  class  of  people,  the  Premier 
distinctly  said  he  had  not  got  the  money.  A 
man  can  spef  d  £10,000  if  he  has  got  it. 

Mr.  TANNEH.—It  costs  the  Government 
£1,000  for  each  settler  now,  on  an  average. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— 1  know  the  Chrisiohuroh 
zeptesentativen  have  bad  very  large  sums  of 
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money  out  of  this  fund,  and  I  know  we  in  the 
North  have  absolutely  bad  none  ;  and  when  wt 
make  application  we  are  told  by  the  Premiet 
that  th»'re  in  no  money. 

Mr.  TANNER.— Ob,  there  is  plenty  of  monej 
avai  table 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— I  am  glad  to  hear  ik 
Having  the  assurance  of  the  ocming  Colonial 
Treasuier  that  there  is  plenty  of  money,  we 
can  be  hopeful.  But,  I  think  it  is  a  mistake, 
either  in  the  viciniiy  of  Chiistchnrch,  or  the 
Hutt,  to  go  and  give  £50,  £60,  or  £70  an  acre, 
when  in  p!aces  such  as  have  been  offered  bj 
the  membisr  for  Eden  we  can  get  land  at  IcH 
than  £10  an  acre.  The  hononrable  member 
for  Eden  has  been  working  out  this  scheme  for 
some  time.  The  Commi8^ioner  went  np  and 
viewed  the  land,  and,  I  believe,  approved  i^ 
and,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  I  do  not  think 
any  better  site  could  be  found  for  workmes^ 
homes.  It  is  not  more  than  nine  miles  fcois 
town.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  wise  to  give 
£60  per  acre  for  this  purpose ;  bat,  if  it  eoatt 
pay  to  go  to  that  price,  it  would  pay  to  go  to 
our  locality — no  doubt  about  that.  8o  that 
upon  these  lines  we  start  on  fair  grcuods.  At 
Christchurob,  some  time  ago,  land  was  bought 
at  £60  an  acre. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— £66. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— If  £65  conid  be  given  far 
this  purpose  in  Christcburch,  or  down  at  the 
Hutt,  why  is  it  that  £7  or  £10  oanuot  be  givon 
for  the  land  offered  to  the  Comnaissioneii— 
and  approved  by  the  Commissioners — by  lh» 
honourable    member  for   Eden?      I   am  very 
much  surprised  to  hear  the  Premier  say,  '*Wft 
hadn't  the  money,'*  because  I  believe  b%woald 
not  have  introduced  this  Bill  if  he  could  not 
see  his  way  to  find  the  money.     If  the  Premier 
has  really  got  his  eye  on  some  piece  of  land,  aid 
it  is  possible  to  acquire  it,  whether  in  the  WtJ- 
lington  District  or  wherever  it  is,  let  bim  te2l  ■§ 
so,  and  we  shall  not  be  was  ing  the  tims  ol  tke 
House.     I  do  not  know,  but  I   am  veiy  sas» 
picious  there  is  something  of  that  sort  imd«c- 
neath.    As  Mr.  John  Hutcheson  said  sometime 
ago,  it  seems  to  me  there  is  underground  wnrk 
about  it.    Well,  in  this  sense  I  think,  with  Mr. 
Bollard,  we  can  guarantee  that  you  can  gftlaad 
suitable  for  this  purpose,  within  nine  miles  of 
the  town  at  any  ra^e,  for  £10  or  £11  an  aera. 
If  you  give  a  man  five  acres  of  this  land,  if  yea 
give  him  £100  to  put  up  a  house,  there  is  £l50i, 
and  there  would  be  another  £100  connected 
with  the  taking  of  it  up.  It  would  come  to  this: 
that  the  occupier  would  then  sit  on  his  home* 
stead  at  about  Ss.  or  4s.  per  week. 

Mr.  LEWIS.— They  pay  that  now,  and  mocft. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— I  know  they  pay  that 
now;  but,  if  you  cannot  provide  them  with 
something  better  than  they  are  now  getting, 
what  is  the  use  of  undertaking  it  at  alt?  If 
you  are  going  to  buy  land  at  £10,  yon  oan 
give  them  five  acres,  and  £100  to  build  a  boii«e» 
and  set  them  up — lock,  stock,  and  barrel — for 
£150.  Can  you  do  that  at  the  Hntt?  Hsa 
it  been  done  at  Christchurob  ?  And,  if  a  flood 
came,  all  these  dv^elling^  would  be  onder  wat6E» 
I  have  never  heard  that  rain  has  stopped  falling 
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Id  consequence  of  a  possible  chance  of  a  home- 
stead being  mude  in  the  Hutt  Valley.   Of  course, 
ibe<«e  WellingtoQ  representatives  are  very  full 
of  imagination  when  there  are  dollars  about, 
but  we  want  to  face  this  subject  on  practical 
lines.    If  we  have  money  to  devote  to  this  pur- 
pose, we  want  to  spend  it  as  economically  as  we 
oan ;  and,  if  the    Government  have  made  up 
their  minds  to  take  or  buy  any  land  for  this 
purpose,  let  us  know  where  it  is,  and  waste  no 
moie  time  in  discussing  the  Bill  in  the  House. 
The  fipeeches  this  evening  have  been  short,  and 
I  shall  f-ay  no  more  now,  further  than  this :  that 
we  have  certainly  a  prior  claim  up  north  for 
any  monev  that  is  to  be  spent  in  this  direction. 
Mr.  DUTHIE    (Wellington  City).— As    the 
member  for  Christchurch  City  has  jtointed  out, 
the  crnx  of  this  Bill  is  in  the  5th  clause,  which 
provides  that  the  Government  shall  have  power 
to  take  land  compulsoriiy  by  only  paying  what 
ia  described  as  fair  market-value.     I  suppose 
this  clause  is  introduced  in  the  Bill  as  an  out- 
come of  that  Hawke*s  Bay  cape,  and  the  de- 
cision of  the  Court   in  respect   to    the   con- 
siderations that  ought  to  be  af«sessed  in  fixing 
the  price  to  be  paid  for  that  estate.    1  dare  say 
that  the  extent  of  these  considerations  came  as 
a  surprise  to  most  people,  and  that  the  law  in 
this  respect  probably  unduly  protects  private  as 
against  public  interests.    For  instance,  it  does 
seem  an  extreme  consideration  that  a  disturbed 
owner,  all  eady  fully  compensated,  should  further 
get  interest  for  his  money  until  be  finds  invest- 
ment ;  such  a  consideration  would  seem  rather 
beyond  what  is  reasonable,  yet  a  clause  to  give 
the  Government  power  to  take  property  with  no 
COD  si  deration  for  disturbance  is  simply  an  out- 
rage.    The  Government  can  scarcely  have  con- 
sidered the  effect  of  it.    Is  it  desirable  that  any 
2nan*s  property  should  be  liable  to  be  taken  at 
any  time  against  his  will  and  interests  without 
oompensation  for  such  an  arbitrary  wrong,  if 
even   done  in  the  public  interest.    It    is    an 
attempt    to    rob  the  owners,  and  to  deprive 
property  of  its  security,  that  must  have  far- 
reaching  effects,  prejudicial  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  community,  and  I  hope  the  Government 
will  not  try  to  force  such  a  clause  through  the 
House.     1  recognise  that  the  law  as  it  stands, 
by  the  late  finding  of  the  Court,  is  not  exactly 
in  accordance  with  the  sentimfut  of  the  pre- 
sent day ;  perhaps  it  is  unduly  in  favour  of 
property.    I  lecognif^e  that  the  subject  requires 
to  be  dealt  with ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Gk>vernment  have  gone  to  extremes.    As  was 

Sainted  out  by  the  honourable  member  for 
hristchurch  City  (Mr.  Lewis),  the  expression 
**  fair  market-value  '*  is  so  indefinite  that  pro- 
perty should  not  be  subject  to  seizure  on  such 
an  uncertain  provision.  Such  legislation,  when 
operative,  will  destroy  confidence  in  investment 
itznongst  us,  and  would  soon,  as  a  resulting 
affect,  fuither  check  employment;  and  1  trust, 
if  the  Government  sncceed  in  carrying  the 
lecond  reading,  that  this  clause  will  be 
[naterially  amended.  Personally,  I  have  never 
been  in  love  with  this  land  for- settlements 
legislation;  the  Government  taxation  policy 
Hronid  have  burst  up  estates  quite  as  fast  as 


there  was  a  leffiiimate  market  for  small  hold- 
ings. But  their  leginlation  otherwise  prevented 
such  a  demand  arising.  However,  it  is  the 
accepted  policy  cf  ttte  colony,  and  I  meanwhile 
accept  it ;  but  I  draw  attention,  as  I  have 
often  done,  to  the  fact  that  the  Government^ 
in  acquiring  these  estates,  forget  that  they 
have  no  money  whatfioever  to  pay  for  tliese 
estatef«,  and  that  tiiey  have  to  go  and  borrow 
the  whole  of  it  in  the  London  market.  They 
are  thus  transfer! ing  the  real  ownenhip  of  the 
lands  of  this  odony  to  the  British  bondholder. 
You  may  boast  of  a  glorious  prosperity  while 
you  are  spending  that  borrowed  money ;  but, 
like  the  prodigal,  you  are  spending  the  country's 
birthright,  and  you  must  toon  bring  abject  and 
protracted  misery  on  the  country  by  this  tranB« 
ference  of  the  real  ownership  of  its  soil  to  the 
foreign  capitalist.  We  know  what  has  takeor 
place  in  Ireland,  and  deplore  the  degradation 
which,  in  the  course  of  generations,  has  over* 
taken  that  country  as  an  effect  of  absentee 
landlordism.  That  is  nothing  to  what  is  b^ing 
done  to  this  country  by  the  Government.  The 
landlord  in  Ireland  ppends  seme  of  his  money 
in  the  country,  and  some  reside  there;  but  in 
our  case  we  are  borrowing  the  whole  value  of 
these  estates  in  London.  If  the  tenant  here 
does  not  pay  his  rent,  the  Government  still  has 
to  pay  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  the  land,  and 
taxation  has  to  make  good  that  interest.  While 
the  owner  of  the  soil  lives  in  New  Zealand  he 
spends  or  invests  a  1  the  land  yields  amongst- 
us,  so  employing  industry;  but  under  this 
scheme  the  Government  sends  this  margin  out 
of  the  country  as  quick  as  it  arises — every  half* 
}ear — to  pay  interest,  and  it  is  gone  for  ever, 
and  this  must  continue,  as  the  debt  is  perma* 
nent.  Can  anything  be  more  certain  than  the 
misery  of  our  impoverished  country  as  a  result? 
8  SO  ^^  ^^^  ^  continue  that  policy  from 
*  year  to  year,  raising  loans  in  thus 
buying  estate  after  ebtate,  but,  if  so,  look  to  the 
enormous  amount  of  monev  we  are  already 
sending  away  on  General  Government  loans 
alone^it  is  already  about  £1,800,000  a  year. 
Cons' der  the  continuance  and  the  extension  of 
this  policy,  and  again  I  ask  the  House  to  think 
of  the  sum  of  money  that  has  to  be  transferred 
to  London.  Where  is  the  money  to  come  from  t 
While  expending  borrowed  moneys  largely  this 
is  not  recognised  ;  but  no  country  can  bear  the 
strain,  and  I  say  it  must  bring  degradation  on 
our  people.  There  is  a  time  coming  when  fresh 
loans  will  be  impossible.  Then  we  shall  have 
to  depend  al^  ne  on  the  produce  of  the  soil  and 
industry,  and  neither  can  then  escape  the 
burden  of  this  debt  which  is  now  being  so 
profligately  created.  The  folly  of  this  policy 
will  be  seen,  and  not  many  yearA  hence ;  but 
Ministers  are  regardless  of  such  considerations. 
Apart  from  loans  for  the  purcha^  of  these 
estates,  we  are  now  borrowing  about  a  million 
of  money  a  year.  The  expenditure  last  year  on 
public  works  alone  was  abmt  that  amount.  It 
is  all  very  well  to  boast  from  the  Government 
side  of  the  existing  prosperity.  It  is  true  there 
is  a  transient  prosperity,  but  mainly  aris- 
ing from  that  expenditure.    This  Qovemmeni 
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•eame  ioto  power  after   Sir  Harij  Aikineon 
h«d  iritd  to  pull  the  financial  position  of  tbe 
•eoantiy  together,  and   he   had  ooaregeouBly 
faced  a  depression.    They  also  declared  a  self- 
reliant  policy,  a  continuance  of  a  policy  of 
liTing  within  their  naeans.    It  was  a  creditable 
■aspiration  as  adopted,  being  then  in  accord- 
ance with   Che   pablic   sentiment ;    but  they 
never  carried  it  out,  and  they  have  debased 
tbe  sentiment.    It  is  simple  historv.    They  at 
-once  commenced,    ander    the    subterfuge    of 
•conversion,  to  release  and  to  spend  the  accu- 
mulated sinking  funds,  so  getting  money  and 
steadily  piling  up  the  net  public  debt.  Another 
feature  of  their  policy,  reversed  by  this  Bill,  is 
that  tbey  recast  our  land-laws,  largely  vrith  a 
▼iew  to  induce  people  to  leave  the  towns  and 
to  settle  in  the  country.    That,  again,  was  cer- 
tainly in  the  right  direction  ;  but,  Sir,  that  is 
also  now  abandoned  by  this  Bill.    They  never 
succeeded  in   this  either,  since  we  find  as  a 
result  of  the  censuR  that  the  town  population 
has   ever   increased    under   their    rale    more 
rapidly  than  the  country  population.    We  also 
now  see,  by  the  official  annual  reports,  that  the 
people  in  this  province  who  selected  land  have 
either  never  gone  on  it,  or  are  freely  throwing 
op  their  sections    and    coming    back  to  the 
towns.     We  see  the  cities  growing  and  increas- 
ing in  size,  and  largely  because  this  loan  ex- 
penditure is  drawing  people  to  the  towns ;  and 
now,  to  encourage  this  disposition,   we  have 
4his  Bill  to  provide  workman's  houses  in  or 
near  the  cities  and  towns.    The  Qovernment 
has  apparently  discovered  that  these  men  do 
cot  want  to  settle  in  the  country,  and  that  they 
have  votes.  Sir,  I  consider,  if  there  was  any  real 
need  for  this  scheme,  the  only  place  where  it 
is  wanted  is  this  same  Oity  of  Wellington.    In 
this  broken  hill-country  on  which  Wellington 
is  situated,  there  is  a  great  lack  of  building 
sites,  and  if  such  a  policy  is  justified  anywhere 
it  would  be  justified  here.    But  it  is  not  re- 
•quired  if  the  Government  gave  proper  access  to 
toe  Hutt  Valley,  and  hence  they  alone  main- 
tain this  difficuliy.     For  thirty  years  the  only 
4woe8S  baa  been  by  the  present  slow  crooked 
railway.     Why,  if  they  have  any  real  desire  to 
relieve  this  difficulty,  do  they  not  straighten 
and  accelerate  travelling  on  these  eight  miles. 
Workmen  and  others  want  speed.    They  can- 
not day  after  day  afford  the  time  now  spent  on 
travel  to  reach  this  most  suitable  suburb.    It 
now  takes  half  an  hour  to  reach  the  Hutt, 
when  fifteen  minutes  should   suffice.     If  the 
Qovernment  would  straighttn  the  line  of  rail- 
"way,  and  allow  people  to  spread  out  into  the 
Hutt  Valley,  there  would  he  no  need  for  this 
maternal  scheme.     Bat  the  Government  vrill 
4o  nothing  of  the  sort ;  they  do  not  see  any  votes 
€rom  a  practical  relief  of  our  local  difficulty. 
By  a  slow  line  like  this,  where  time  is  wasted, 

Seople  are  prevented  from  spreading  out  and 
spending  upon  it,  and  so  this  railway  is  not  one- 
quarter  as  much  employed  as  it  ought  to  be ; 
And  it  is  the  refusal  of  the  Government  to  meet 
our  reasonable  demands  which  causes  the  con- 
gestion to  continue  here,  and  the  existing 
oppressive  rents  now  exacted. 

Mr.  DuthU 


Mr.  SBDDON.— It  would  increase  the  vitas 
of  tbe  land  at  the  Hutt  if  we  did  that. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Yes;  if  yoa  imfKoved  tfas 
railway  to  the  Hatt,  1  admit  yoo  woald  tnoieass 
tbe  valoe  of  tbe  land  there. 

Mr.  SEDDON.^That  being  so,  we  had 
better  boy  the  land  first. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.—Well,  if  yoa  had  tlie  money 
I  do  not  know  that  there  is  very  maoh  objee- 
tion ;  bat  yoa  have  no  money,  and  the  small 
advantage  that  would  arise  to  the  various 
owners  from  that  is  hardly  worth  oonaideia- 
tion — anworthy  of  mention  in  piesmoe  of  the 
injury  to  larger  public  interests.  It  is  no  justi- 
fication for  refusing  to  pat  that  railway  into  a 
state  equal  to  the  legitimate  reqairements  of 
the  public.  Holding  these  views,  I  shall  con- 
sider it  my  doty  to  vote  sgainst  the  seeosd 
reading  of  the  BUI.  If,  however,  the  Govsra- 
ment,  by  their  majority,  sacoeedinestfryinf  tte 
second  reading,  I  trust  they  will  fcnwmd  tfcii 
5lh  olaase  in  Committee. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea).~8ir,  H  Iks 
Premier   has  paid   ordimuy  attention  to  As 
progress  of  this  debate,  be  may  ezpeot  at  ths 
conclusion  of  it  to  know  someliiing  about  the 
Bill  he  introduced  a  few  nights  eigo,  for,  wfaa 
he  moved  the  second  reading,  be  knew  sobs> 
thing  less  than  nothing  about  its  vartoas  pn>- 
visions.    For  instance,  he  was  asked  what  wss 
the  meaning  of  the  2nd  olaase,    whioh  pio- 
poaes  to  extend  the  time  of  the  opersktioa  of  tke 
original  Act.    He  explained  that  it  was  osess- 
sary  to  extend    the    time   beyond    the  ssst 
session  of  Parliament,   so    that    transeoboBS 
pending  at  the  date  when,  according  to  ths 
present  legislation,  it  would  terminskte — ^thatis, 
on  the  Slst  March  next— might  not  fall  thros^ 
for  want  of  legislation  that  might  apfear  de- 
sirable to  pass  next  session.     If  the  Preaiflr 
had  been  aware  of  the  legislation  as  it  at  in- 
sent  stands,  he  would  have  known  there  ii  s 
proviso  in  the  Act  of  1S97  protecting  all  trsss- 
aotlons  pending  on  the  8Xst  March  next,  so  as 
to  allow  negotiations  to  be  carried  on  toeoB^ 
pletion,  and  enabling  tbe  finances  of  theeokny 
to  be  operated  upon  for  that  porpoea.     Thst. 
however,  by  the  way.     The  next  olaase  the 
Premier  was  unable  to  give  any  infonnatiaB 
about.     The  clause  is  intended  to  read  into  tte 
Act  of  1897  a  provision  of   the  Act   of  18M, 
extended  so  that  the  Govemmeut  might  om 
debentures   op    to  £500,000   in  any   year  ia 
payment,   or   in    part    paynaent,    to    ownea 
willing  to  accept  aebentures  in  liaa  of  ossh. 
It  womd  seem  desirable,  in  view  of  that  pro- 
posal,   to  safeguard   the  public    interests  by 
stipulating  that  debentures  so  issned  sboold 
aot  represent  more  than  their  oorvens  eaih 
value.     These  debentures,  if  issued  at  4  psr 
cent ,  as  authorised  by  the  original  Aot,  woold 
certainly  be  worth  more  than  face  valae,  and, 
in  some  instances,  to  those  who  were  eeiliBfl, 
would  be  worth  more  than  cash,  beeidea  afloid- 
ing  a  first- class  security  without  any  troohle  or 
cost  of  seeking  an  investment.    I  trust,  wfasa 
this  claose  is  passing  through  Committee,  that 
the  House  will  take  care  to  insert  a  provisioa 
that  debentures  issued  for  the  purpoae  of  beiag 
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hftnded  over  in  lieu  of  cash  sbonld  sot  be 
ioniedak  more  than  3}  per  cent.    Thai,  how- 
ever, may  be  considered  a  detail.    We  come, 
Sir,  now  to  the  4th  claase,  which  is  of  in- 
ereasing  importance.    It  is  of  a  class  of  legis- 
lation which  shoald  only  be  had  recourse  to 
in  very  rare  instances— ^t  is  a  retrospective 
elanse.    There   is  no  use  beating   about  the 
bush ;  it  is  a  clause  intended  to  apply  to  a  case 
now  pending — the  compulsory  taking  of  the 
Hatuma  Estate— in  which    the   Government 
Assessor,  who  had  early  in  the  year  heard  the 
evidence  as  to  value,  and  had  since  personally 
inspected  the  land,  now  wishes  to  retire.    Since 
1882  the  law  has  remained  unaltered — that  an 
Assessor  can  only  be  relieved  from  duty  by 
incapacity.    After  seventeen  years,  then,  and 
i6r  the  purpose  of  a  special  case  partly  heard, 
the  Qovernment   wish  to   alter   the   law    to 
allow  their  Assessor  to   evade  his  duty.    To 
allow  an  Assessor  to  retire  might  appear,  at 
first  sight,  a  not  unreasonable  proposal,  but  it 
is  important  to  consider  the  conditions  under 
which  an  Assessor  enters  upon  his  duties.    He 
oonsents  to  act  with  the  clear  understanding, 
and  under  a  positive  obligation,  to  hear  and 
determine  the  case.    He  makes  declaration  on 
entering  upon  his  duties  whioh,  under  tbe  Act 
of  1882,  re-enacted  in  18d4,  runs  as  follows  :— 
"I   [A.B.]  consent  to  act  as  Assessor"  in 
respect  of  a  particular  claim.]     .    .    .    *'And 
I  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  I  will 
faithfully,  honestly,  and  impartially,  according 
to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  ability,  hear  and 
determine  the  said  claim.'* 

Now,  the  gentleman  who  has  consented  to 
act  as  Assessor  for  the  Gk>vernment  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Hatuma  Estate  has  taken  that 
declaration,  and  has  done  all  except  take  part 
in  the  decision.  He  is  not  about  to  leave  the 
eolony,  and  he  is  not  in  any  ordinary  sense 
incapacitated  from  acting,  but  at  the  last  mo- 
ment almost  is  desirous  of  being  relieved  of  his 
YBSponsibility.  What  is  the  reason  for  that  ? 
Is  it  because  he  has  himself  recently  sold  an 
estate  to  the  Government  under  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Act?  That  need  not  disqualify 
him. 

Mr.  SEDDON.—He  has  not  sold  an  estate 
to  the  Government. 

Mr.  G,  HUTCHISON.— Very  well ;  the  Go- 
vernment have  bought  or  are  in  treaty  for  the 
£<lderslio  Estate,  in  which  he  is  concerned.  We 
know  the  man.  He  may  not  be  the  owner,  but 
be  has  conducted  the  negotiations,  and  is  closely 
identified  with  the  transaction.  I  believe  the 
Qoiremment  are  going  to  pay  something  like 
£7  an  acre  for  that  estate ;  and,  as  the  Hatuma 
ESetate,  which  this  gentleman  has  inspected, 
is  elearly  of  a  greater  value  than  the  one  he 
has  sold  to  the  Government,  the  probability 
Is  that  this  Assessor  can  hardly  reconcile  his 
eonsoience  to  the  assessment  of  the  Hatuma 
BUitate  at  the  £5  whioh  the  Government  think 
Is  about  its  value.  Why  should  this  Assessor 
be  allowed  to  lay  down  the  burden  of  the  duty 
he  hsto  taken  upon  himself,  and  which,  as  far 
%m  we  know,  he  is  quite  capable  of  discharging  ? 
ft  is  very  objectionable  that  Parliament  should 
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bo  asked  to  legislate  for  a  particular  case  in  a 
geoeral  Act.  If  the  Assessor  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  for  some  reason  or  other  unwilling 
to  decide,  or  if  the  Government  is  unwilling 
that  he  should  decide,  let  the  Premier  bring  in 
a  Dispensation  Bill,  and  let  the  colony  clearly 
understand  what  is  intended,  but  do  not  let 
him  attempt  to  deal  with  a  particular  diffi- 
culty as  if  there  was  a  general  necessity  for 
the  change.  It  is  not  desirable,  in  the  future 
any  more  than  in  the  past,  that  an  Assessor, 
after  taking  a  solemn  declaration  to  faith- 
fully discharge  the  duty  of  determining  the 
claim,  should  be,  during  the  course  of  the 
proceedings,  relieved  of  his  obligation.  Now 
I  come  to  the  5th  clause,  by  which  the 
Government  propose  that  in  respect  of  lands 
taken  for  settlement  in  the  future — the  Pre- 
mier has  said  this  is  not  to  have  retrospective 
application,  and  consequently  will  not  apply  to 
the  Hatuma  Estate — the  stamdard  of  compen- 
sation shall  be  different  from  that  which  has 
prevailed,  not  only  under  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Act  but  under  the  Public  Works  Act, 
which  has  for  many  years  governed  the  taking 
of  land  compulsorily  for  whatever  purpose^  re- 
quired. We  are  now  asked  to  set  up  a  distmct 
and  different  standard  in  respect  of  land  taken 
for  S9ttkxn9nt  M  9QQU{V9t9d  with  Uud  tak^q  foil 

any  other  public  purpose.  Why  should  we  do 
BO  ?  Is  it  not  just  and  proper  that  **  full  com- 
pensation*'—these  are  the  very  words  of  the 
Publio  Works  Act  —  should  be  paid  for  an 
estate  that  is  compulsorily  taken  ? — in  other 
words,  that  the  owner  who  is  dispossessed  of 
his  property  should  be  paid  the  value  of  the  land 
to  him,  and  not  the  price  it  might  fetch  in  the 
market,  divested  of  all  that  makes  it  a  paying 
concern,  cleared  of  the  sheep^  and  cattle  and 
routine  that  gives  the  property  a  special  value 
ttf  the  owner ;  or,  in  cases  of  business,  why  com- 
pensate the  owner  for  premises  with  the  stock- 
in-trade  turned  out  into  the  street,  to  be  realisedy 
possibly,  by  forced  sale  ?  That  is  not  the  way  to 
recompense  a  man  who  has  a  going  ooncemy 
whether  it  is  a  farm  in  the  country  or  a  busi- 
ness in  the  town.  And  yet  that  is  the  standard 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  now 
seeks  to  set  up  by  this  Bill,  and  asks  the  colony 
to  accept.  Sir,  it  is  desirable  that  in  the 
future  we  should  endeavour  to  do  what  is 
strictly  right  in  the  matter  of  ioterferenca  by 
the  Grown  with  private  property.  It  is  very 
curious,  however,  to  consider  how  very  little 
application  such  a  standard  as  is  now  sought 
to  be  imposed  has  had  hitherto,  as  applied 
to  some  of  the  past  transactions  under 
the  Land  for  Settlements  Acts.  Besides  the 
Hatuma  Estate  there  has  been  only  one 
out  of  fifty  odd  that  has  been  taken  under 
the  compulsory  clauses  of  the  Act.  All  the 
other  purchases  have  been  by  private  arrange- 
ment, presumably  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
owners;  and  it  unfortunately  has  happened 
that  not  the  "fair  market- value,*'  as  now 
sought  to  be  made  the  standard,  nor  even  the 
**  full  compensation,"  as  supposed  to  have  been 
the  rule,  but  in  many  instances  fictitious  values 
have  been  paid  by  tiie  State.     One  exception 
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I  might  make  in  favour  of  the  estate  sold  by  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Sel^yn  (Mr. 
WaaooK  I  refer  to  the  Marawhiti  Estate,  which 
he  sold  at  a  priee  olearly  less  than  he  could 
haye  obtained  in  the  ordinary  way,  as  proved 
by  the  sale  of  adjoining  and  similar  lands 
shortly  afterwards.  But  he  seems  to  have 
really  had  at  heart  the  cause  of  settlement  in 
his  district,  and  so  allowed  that  estate  to  go  at 
a  price  under  its  real  value. 

An  Hon.  Meitbeb. — He  is  blushing. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— He  has  no  oooasion 
whatever  to  blush,  unless  as  those  who  "do 
good  by  stealth,  and  blush  to  find  it  fame." 
The  Marawhiti  is,  I  believe,  a  shining  excep- 
tion to  the  general  record  of  estates  acquired 
under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act.  Among 
the  others  there  are  certainly  some  glaring  ex- 
amples of  the  public  interests  being  sacrificed. 
The  country  has  become,  perhaps,  too  familiar 
with  the  names  of  Pomabaka,  Otahu,  and  some 
others.  Reiteration  has  dulled  the  edge  of  cen- 
sure. I  notice,  however,  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Macken- 
lie),  durinf^  the  recess,  directed  attention  to  the 
maladministration  under  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Act  in  a  way  that  might  even  rouse  the 
jaded  interest  of  this  House.  What  do  you 
ibink  of  such  an  instance  as  this  ?  A  waste 
and  howling  wilderness  some  seven  thousand 
five  hundred  acres  in  extent,  poor,  cold,  and 
sour,  denying  the  vegetation  of  adjoining  land?, 
tented  at  9d.  per  acre— equal  to  a  capital  value 
of  10s.  an  acre — never  considered  to  be  even 
worth  fencing,  the  owner  struggling  under  a 
mortgage  on  it  of  £8,000  to  a  bank,  and  the  bank 

Eressing  him  for  repayment.  The  owner  has 
awked  the  security  about  all  over  the  place,  to 
savings-banks  and  other  institutions,  but  with- 
out success — no  'one  will  take  it  over.  Then, 
it  occurs  to  him  that  the  Land  for  Settl8- 
ments  Act— that  beneficent  measure  under 
which  a  truly  Liberal  Government  may  be  in- 
duced to  acquire  lands  for  poor  and  struggling 
fltttlers — he  bethinks  himself  that  a  Govern- 
ment accessible  to  pressure  may  afford  him 
the  means  for  getting  rid  of  this  too  much 
encumbered  estate,  so  ho  proceeds  to  inspire 
the  Press  with  the  beauties  of  the  land  and  the 
fertility  of  the  soil.  He  gets  up  a  petition — he 
draws  it  himself— addressed  to  the  Minister, 
setting  forth  the  advantages  to  the  public  of 
acquiring  the  land  for  close  settlement;  he 
gets  the  petition  extensively  signed  at  the  rate 
of  Is.  7Jd.  per  head— over  three  hundred  signa- 
tures are  available  at  that  tariff,  and  more 
might  be  obtained,  but  the  bank  is  pressing 
bard ;  it  gives  him  only  a  few  days  in  which  to 
pay  up  the  mon«y  or  see  this  wonderful  property 
sold  by  auction.  It  also  occurs  to  him  that  he 
might  get  the  Government  to  **  bite  "—that  was 
the  expression,  to  **  bite  " — more  quickly  by  the 
interoession  of  a  nephew  who  is  high  in  the 
service  of  the  Government,  and,  aotuallv  before 
that  petition  reaches  the  Minister,  the  ma- 
ohinery  under  the  Land  Act  is  set  in  motion, 
with  the  result  that  the  purchase  is  hurried  on 
■0  as  to  be  completed  just  on  the  eve  of  the 
general  election  of  1893,  when  £18^650  of  the  t 
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people's  money  is  handed  over  to  a  political 
supporter  of  the  Minister's  for  an  estate  the 
owner  would  a  few  weeks  before  have  been  glad 
to  be  rid  of  at  £8,000.  Do  honourable  mem- 
bers know  the  name  of  that  estate  ?  Ita  name, 
according  to  its  former  owner,  is  the  "  Poma- 
baka Downs  Bumiiiis  Plains  Estate.*'  Take 
another  instance — a  more  recent  one— as 
estate  of  six  thousand  acres  far  down  in  the 
South,  on  one  side  bounded  by  ten  thoniwiid 
acres  which  had  a  short  time  before  been  ac- 
quired under  this  very  Act  and  settled  with 
diiBoulty,  and  on  the  other  sido  bounded  hf 
more  Grown  land,  not  fit  for  use,  having  been 
either  not  selected  at  all  or  selected  and  abae- 
donod— this  estate  of  six  thousand  acres  is 
considered  a  fit  subject  to  be  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Land  Purchase  Boatd. 
The  estate  is  little  better  than  an  old  shio^ 
bed — a  bunting-ground  for  rabbits;  but  tta 
Board,  as  we  had  it  in  evidence  before  a 
Committee  only  last  session,  dallied  about  tha 
purchase  of  ttiis  land,  and  the  owner  at  laat 
induced  them  to  complete  the  purchase  by 
saying  that  he  would  take  back  the  horns* 
stead  and  G40  acres  adjoining.  So  the 
whole  estate  was  purchased  at  a  price  of 
£7,500  of  the  people's  money— an  estate  that 
would  have  been  dear  for  settlement  at  any 
price.  When  the  Board  asked  the  vendor  to 
take  the  homestead  and  the  640  acres  ef 
land  adjoining  he  laughed  in  their  face.  Ba 
was  not  taking  homesteads  at  such  a  valua- 
tion. Ho  would  prefer  to  leave  the  wbdeia 
the  hands  of  the  country;  and,  before  the 
homestead  could  be  disposed  of,  its  value  had 
to  be  reduced,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  estate, 
which  had  been  bought  as  first-class  land,  had 
to  be  redassed  as  second  class.  That  estate 
to- day  does  not  pay  2 J  per  cent,  on  the  money 
which  was  borrowed  to  purchase  it.  Do  honour- 
able members  knows  its  name?  It  is  called 
the  Otahu  Estate. 

An  Hon.  Mbm bea. — We  have  heard  of  tiiat 
before. 

Mr.  G.  HUTOHISON.— You  have  heard  of 
it  before,  and  you  will  hear  of  it  a^ain. 

An  Hon.  Member. — It  is  all  let. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— If  all  let,  it  has  been 
let  after  letting  contracts  for  manuriog,  and 
ploughing,  and  cropping  the  land — aweeteaiag 
it,  to  induce  unfortunate  tenanta  to  starve 
upon  it.  I  might  go  on  to  refer  to  a  third 
estate — to  a  more  recent  and  much  woraa 
transaction — but  I  will  hold  over  any  refercnoa 
to  that  transaction  for  the  present.  At  some 
future  time  I  may  take  the  opportunity— and 
this  session  probably — of  dealing  with  it.  We 
have  not  yet  got  the  Land  for  Settlementa  Report 
for  the  past  year,  although,  according  to  tlie 
statute.  It  ought  to  have  bcon  on  the  table  ef 
this  House  within  twenty  days  of  ^e  openiog 
of  the  session.  And  when  it  does  come  it  will 
only  refer  to  transactions  up  to  the  31st  Maraht 
and  will  not  contain  any  reference  to  the 
Elderslie  Estate,  to  which  I  have  already  mada 
reference  in  connection  with  a  previous  clauaa 
of  this  Bill.  Now  let  me  come  to  the  6th  clause— 
the  clause  which  is  osteitaiMy4or  the  jnirpoaa 
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of  Mtablishiiij;  workmen's  homes  or  workmen's 
villages,  bufe  is  in  reality  to  extend  the  power 
of  oompulsory  taking  to  the  smallest  farms  in 
iba  ooloDy,  and  that  for  almost  any  purpose, 
becanse  no  attempt  is  made  to  define  what 
**  workmen's  homes  "  or  **  workmen's  villages  " 
may  mean.    The  Land  for  Settlements  Bill  of 
1897  attempted  something  of  the  same  kind,  but 
it  was  thtown  out  of  the  House.    Under  that 
Bill  it  was  proposed  to  extend  the  compulsory 
powers  of  the  original  Act  to  small  estates,  but 
«Ten  then  twenty-five  acres  might  have  been 
retained  by  the  owner.    Now  the  Qovernment 
are  improving  upon  that,  for  under  this  Bill,  if 
it  passes,  they  could  take  any  man's  farm  which 
was  over  five  acres,  and  this  might  be  done 
within  the  boundary  of  any  city,  or  borough,  or 
town  district— that  is  to  say,  within  localities, 
many  of  them,  which  comprise  farms  of  a  few 
hundreds  of  acres  and  smaller  holdings,  used 
and  worked  by  settlers  with  the  assistance  of 
tiieir  wiyes  and  families.    It  must  be  well  known 
that   in   most   town  districts   and   in   some 
boroughs  there  are  many  farms  that  are  the 
livelihood  of  hard-working  people,  yet  those 
might  be  taken;  and  outside  these  boroughs 
and  town  districts  the  same  power  might  be 
ezaraised  within  a  distance  of  five  miles  in  any 
direction.    I  am  familiar  most  with  the  west 
coast  of  the  North  Island,  and  I  say  that  in 
the  long  and  fertile  stretch  of  country  from 
Palmerston  westwards  to  New  Plymouth  and 
northward  to  Waitara,  with  its  chain  of  boroughs 
and  town  districts,  there  is  scarcely  an  inter- 
space which  would  not  be  within  the  operation 
of  this  Bill — there  is,   I   repeat,   scarcely  an 
interspace  in  that  long  extent  of  settled  country 
which  would  not  be  covered  by  the  limit  of  five 
miles,    reaching   out   on   all    sides  from   the 
bonndaries  of  the  thickly  planted  towns  and 
villages.    And,  again,  up  the  Wairarapa  Valley, 
as  far  as  Napier,  there  is  hardly  a  hundred 
acres,  within   ton  miles  of  the  railway -line 
which   could   not    be   made    the    subject  of 
this  soheme   of   confiscation,   by  which    the 
Government  might  reduce  the  owner  of  any 
property  over  five  acres   to    that  limitation. 
If  tne  Government  are  serious  in  their  desire  to 
provide  workmen's  homes  in  order  to  relieve  the 
oongested  population  in  the  cities  of  the  colony, 
•ooh  aa  Wellington,  they  have  only  to  ask  this 
Honse  to  extend  the  present  limits  of  five  miles 
of  the  four  large  cities,  within  which  distance 
land  may  now  be  taken  compulsorily  for  work- 
men's homes — extend  the  area  to,  say,   ten 
miles,  and  reduce  what  is  called  *'  the  prescribed 
maximum  "  which  owners  may  retain  to  some 
lesser  area  than  the  250  acres  which  is  at  pre- 
sent fixed.    Let  them  do  that,  and  a  reasonable 
reform  can  be  inaugurated ;  but  if  they  persist 
in  claiming  more  they  must  be  resisted  to  the 
last.     I  take  it  that  this  Bill,  although  it  may 
be  amended  in  Committee — and,  indeed,  must  be 
amended  before  it  can  possibly  pass — is  a  most 
/valfttble  contribution  as  indicating  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Government,  and  to  what  lengths 
they  are  prepared  to  go. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  (EUesmere).— I  think 
the  words  of  the  last  speaker  are  quite  correct. 


This  Bill  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  indtcatioa  ef 
the  intentions  of  the  Government.  In  faet,  I 
might  say  that  the  whole  of  the  land-settlement 
policy,  from  beginning  to  end,  is  an  indication 
of  the  intentions  of  the  Government.  When 
the  Government  came  into  office  their  land 
policy  was,  as  far  as  possible,  by  fair  means, 
to  break  up  the  large  estates  and  to  settler  as 
many  people  as  possible  on  the  lands  of  the 
colony.  And  with  that  object  they  brought 
in  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  of  1893  and 
its  amendments ;  and,  that  policy  having  aU 
ready  been  applied  to  the  country,  they  ate 
now  seeking  to  give  some  alleviation  to  the 
crowded  workpeople  in  the  towns.  I  do  not 
think,  Sir,  I  should  allow  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie)  to  pass  without  challenge,  especially 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  have  been  reading 
the  addresses  of  members  of  the  Opposition 
during  the  recess,  and  that  a  great  many  of 
them  have  assured  us  that  if  the  Opposition 
get  into  power  in  the  future  they  will  be  pre> 
pared  to  administer  the  policy  measures  whioh 
have  been  made  law  by  this  House  during  tlie 
last  two  years.  And  then  we  are  told  by  the 
member  for  Wellington  City  (l»lr.  Duthie)  that 
t^is  system  is  one  of  degradation. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — No. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.-^He  said  that.  I  have 
got  the  words  here.  I  am  sorry  the  honourabte 
gentleman  is  not  here,  but  I  heard  him  die* 
linctly  say  that  it  was  a  '*  degradation."  And 
are  we  to  be  told  that  members  of  the  Opposi- 
tion are  prepared  to  go  into  the  lobbies  and 
carry  out  a  system  which  some  of  them  brand 
as  a  "  degradation  "  to  the  country  ?  I  do  not 
speak  for  all  the  members  of  the  Opposition 
side,  because  I  am  quite  well  aware  that  there 
are  members  on  tb at  side  who  are  as  earnest  in 
regard  to  the  matter  of  land-settlement  as  any 
in  this  House ;  and  I  shall  quote  in  that  con- 
nection what  has  been  said  by  the  member  for 

^  ^      Biccarton.    The  member  for  Biocar- 

'^'^*  ton,  speaking  at  Hawera  the  other 
night,  said  the  Government  of  the  country  had 
undertiJcen  a  system  of  repurchase  of  land,  and 
he  was  in  sympathy  with  it ;  and  here  there 
was  applause.    Then,  later  on,  he  said, — 

*'A  good  deal  had  been  done,  and  he  was 
quite  prepared  to  give  the  credit  that  was  due 
to  the  Government,  and  to  Mr.  McKenzie,  for 
the  steadfastness  of  purpose  with  which  he  had 
proceeded  with  the  land-for-settlement  policy. 
He  thought,  for  instance,  Cheviot  was  a  suc- 
cess, and  that  Maerewhenoa  was  a  success." 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— Cheviot  was  not  bought 
under  this  Act. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  —  N<5,  it  was  not 
bought  under  the  Act ;  but  he  was  alluding  to 
the  land-settlement  policy  of  the  Government, 
and  he  referred  to  Cheviot  as  an  instance  of  the 
settlement  policy.  Before  it  was  purchased 
it  had  a  population  of  about  a  hundred  and 
forty-seven  souls,  and  at  present  it  has  a  popu- 
lation of  over  a  thousand.  And  then  it  was  sog- 
gested  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Duthie)  that  this  policy  we  were 
entering  into  was  going  to  lead  to  the  financial 
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xuin  of  the  ooanixy.  Although  he  did  not  nee 
these  words,  that  was  his  intention.  Some 
xnemher  has  alluded  to  the  Cheviot  —  the 
honourable  member  for  Wakatipu. 
Mr.  FRASEB.— No  ;  but  you  did. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— You  alluded  to  it, 
because  you  said  it  was  not  purchased  under 
the  Act.  Well,  just  take  Cheviot  as  an  in* 
stance  of  this  kind  of  thing  that  is  going  to 
lead  us  to  financial  ruin.  On  the  debentures 
issued  in  respect  of  the  Cheviot  purchase  we 
pay  8|  per  cent.,  and  now  the  estate  is  pay- 
ing us  5  per  cent.  That  does  not  look  much 
like  financial  ruin.  And  if  you  look  at  the 
arrears  on  other  estates  which  have  been 
out  up  for  close  settlement  by  the  Govern- 
ment you  will  see  that  they  are  remarkably 
nnal].  Instead  of  losing  money  under  the 
land-settlement  system  we  are  making  a  very 
fair  profit  from  it.  Then,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  said  this 
was  similar  to  the  case  of  Ireland,  and  he  drew 
a  doleful  picture  of  the  harassing  situation  of 
the  Irish  tenants.  But  the  position  of  the  Irish 
tenants  was  brought  about,  not  because  they 
were  tenants  of  the  Government,  but  tenants  of 
landlords  who  were  absentees  themselves. 

An  Hon.  Mbkbeb. — What  are  our  bond- 
holders ?    They  furnish  the  money. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  am  well  aware  of 
it.  But  these  settlers  of  whom  we  are  speak* 
ing  are  the  tenants  of  the  Government,  and 
the  Government  treat  their  tenants  in  a  far 
more  generous  way  than  the  Irish  landlords 
treat  their  tenants.  Was  there  ever  an  Irish 
landlord  who  was  prepared  to  let  land  at  4  per 
cent,  rental  for  a  999  years'  lease  ?  The  system 
in  Ireland  was  that  the  lease  was  for  a  certain 
time,  and  at  tbo  end  of  that  time  they  put  on 
a  zaok-rent  again,  and  the  rent  was  always  in- 
creased. If  you  try  to  compare  the  system  of 
land-settlement  in  New  Zealand  with  the  sys- 
tem in  Ireland  you  will  find  that  there  is  no 
comparison  at  all. 

An  Hon.  Meiibeb.— If  you  live  a  little  bit 
longer  you  will  know  more  about  it. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— That  may  be  so ;  but 
before  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Duthie)  returned  just  now  to  his  seat 
in  the  House  I  took  the  opportunity  of  quoting 
what  the  honourable  member  for  Riccarton 
said,  and  it  is  in  direct  opposition  to  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr. 
Duthie)  has  said. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Read  it  all. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  would  be  very  glad 
to  read  the  whole  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Riccarton*s  speech  on  land-settlement  if 
the  member  for  Hawera  will  kindly  hold  up  for 
me  this  somewhat  ponderous  file  in  which  the 
paper  is  bound  up.  Now,  with  regard  to  the 
member  for  Patea,  he  took  occasion  again  to 
bring  up  the  matter  of  the  Pomahaka  and  the 
matter  of  the  Otahu  Estate.  I  am  not  here  to 
defend  the  Pomahaka  purchase.  I  believe  it 
was  a  mistake,  and  I  do  not  say  it  is  wrong  for 
members  of  the  House  to  call  attention  to  such 
a  mistake.  I  believe  it  is  just  as  well  that 
there  should  have  been  some  mistakes  made  in 
Mr,  Mcwtg^nnery 


the  initiation  of  the  land-for-settlements policy, 
because  it  will  make  the  Gk>vemment  mora 
careful  in  the  future.    I  know  the  hononrahls 
member  for  Patea  has  done  something  in  thai 
direction.    It  was  a  mistake,  perhaps. 
An  Hon.  Member. — It  was  no  mistake. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— It  seems  to  me  it 
was  a  mistake.    I  have  read  the  evideneeon 
the  subject.    But  the  member  for  Patea,  if  he 
wished  to  make  a  fair  review  of  the  land-for- 
settlements  question,  should  not  confine  him- 
self to  the  Pomahaka,  or  to  the  Otahu,  or  to 
the  Blind  River  purchases.    It  is  only  fair  that 
he  should  give  the  general  resnlts,  and  allude 
to  the  other  estates  as  well.    He  did  allude,  I 
am  glad  to  say,  to  the  settlement  on  the  mem- 
ber for  Selwyn's  land,  which  waa  moat  sao- 
oessful.    He  might  have  alluded  to  practieaDr 
every  other  settlement  under  the  Act  insteea 
of  these  two  samples — the  black  sheep  intiie 
flook,  as  I  may  call  them — which  he  ohose  to 
pick  out.    If  iie  were  going  to  give  the  coon- 
try  a  fair  idea  of  what  the  result  of  the  systeai 
has    been,  he   should   not   pick    out    meedy 
doubtful  cases,  but  he  should  have  referred  to 
the  rest  in  which  success  has  been  achievid. 
And  the  member  for  Patea,  again,  speakiiig 
with  regard  to  the  clauses  of  the  Bill — I  thiak 
it  was  clause  4 — complained  apparently  of  tiis 
proposed  change  in  the  valuation,  and  said  that 
the  "  fair  actual  market- value ''  apparently  wii 
not  the  fair  value,  and  that  we  ought  to  pay 
the  owner  something  more  than  the  lair  actaal 
market- value  of  the  land — a  sentimental  valoaa 
probably. 
Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— Not  at  all. 
Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Well,  I  wiU  take  Um 
case  that  he  alluded  to.    He  said  that  the 
owner  may  be  obliged  to  sell  off  his  sheep— to 
turn  them  out  in  the  streets,  was  the  way  he 
put  it. 
An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — Stock-in-trade. 
Mr.   MONTGOMERY.— Well,   I  have 
some  sales  of  stock  on  the  purchased 
I  happened  to  be    present    on    the 
Estate  when  the  sale  of  stock  took  place,  and 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  prices  realised  at 
Cheviot  were  the  highest  known  in  that  die* 
trict.    I  was  present  at  the  Starborou^  adflb 
and  the  prices  realised  at  the  Starborou^  ssli 
simply  alarmed  the  people  of  Blenheim,  whs 
oould  not  afford  the  prices.    I  was  present  at 
the  Waikakabi  sale,  and  the  prices  realtisd 
were  far  more  than  were  anticipated. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb. — So  far  as  tiie  purehase- 
money  waa  concerned. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— As  to  that,  alll  eia 
say  is  that  I  have  met  a  number  of  the  tenants 
who  have  taken  up  land  on  the  Starbocoogli 
and  the  Cheviot  Estates,  and  they  were  all  es* 
tremely  satisfied  with  their  holdings,  and  if 
you  had  asked  them  to  give  them  up  you  wovli 
have  to  give  a  very  considerable  premioa* 
Severs^  of  the  settlers  came  from  the  BliesmeiB 
district,  and  they  are  the  sort  of  people  wko 
know  what  land  is,  if  an}  body  does.  As  to  tte 
exact  value  of  the  Waikakahi  Estate,  I  am  aot 
a  land  valuer.  I  have  been  on  the  estate;  I 
have  driven  through  it,  and  I  ha>Te  spent  a  iff 
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on  it,  but  I  would  not  presame  to  Bay  whether 
the  price  paid  for  it  is  too  much  or  too  little. 
PeAape  the  honourable  member  for  Patea  has 
been  over  eveiy  acre,  and  can  say.     At  any 
rate,  the  tenants  were  all  well  satisfied,  and, 
judging  from  the  way  in  which  very  nearly 
all  the  sections  went  off,  I  think  the  people 
of  the  locality  ought  to  know  just  as  much 
about  the  yalue  of  the  land  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  Patea.     Now,  with  regard 
to  this  proposed  extension  for  the  purchase 
of  suburban  homes  for  workmen,  the  honour- 
able   member     for    Wellington     City     (Mr. 
Dnthie),   seemed    to    disapprove   of  it    very 
strongly,  and  I  was  astonished,   because  he 
admitted  that  Wellington  was  the  place  where 
you  wanted  some  Act  of   this  sort;  and  it 
appears  to  me  that  this  Act  has  been  brought 
In  especiaUy  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of 
Wellington,  and  yet  the  member  for  this  city 
pzaotically  admits  that  it  is  wanted,  and  still 
he  says  he  is  going  to  vote  against  it. 
An  Hon.  Mbxbbb.— Where  is  the  land  ? 
Mr.    MONTQOMERY. —  '' Where    is     the 
land?"    There  is  land  at  Miramar.    There  is 
alflo  some  good  land  at  Island  Bay. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON.— That  is  within  the 
five  miles. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  should  think  so. 
There  is  land  also  at.  Karon,  and  it  is  all  very 
well  to  say  we  do  not  require  the  Government 
to  bnv  this  land.  But  what  has  the  Oorpora- 
iion  done  to  get  land  ?  If  the  Corporation  of 
the  City  of  Wellington  had  done  anything  like 
the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Glasgow  they 
would  have  set  out  on  a  different  policy,  and 
would  have  said,  "We  are  prepared  to  pur- 
chase land  to  make  homes  for  the  people,  and 
let  them  at  a  moderate  rental."  Then  there 
wonld  be  no  need  of  this  thing  at  all. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.  —  They  want  a  railway  to 
oonneot  with  the  land. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— Look  at  the  houses 
near  the  Te  Aro  Station.  Are  they  not  a  dis- 
gcaoe  to  the  capital  city  of  the  colony?  In 
Glasgow  they  have  dealt  with  this  matter.  I 
bave  not  heard  the  Corporation  proposes  to  do 
anything  here,  and  therefore  the  Government 
have  stepped  in  and  are  dealing  with  this 
qneation.  I  do  not  deny  that  there  may  be 
some  amendments  required  in  Committee,  and 
X  believe  there  will  be  amendments  made ;  but 
as  an  indication  of  the  policy  of  the  Govern. 
xnent  to  settle  people  on  the  land  at  a  fair 
jrantal,  and  enable  Uiem  to  provide  homes  for 
fehemselveB,  I  think  this  Bill  is  in  the  right 
direction,  and  I  am  prepared  to  support  it. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Wellington  Suburbs).  — I 
wished  to  follow  the  member  for  Wellington 
Oity  (Mr.  Duthie),  but,  Sir,  I  failed  to  catch 
yonr  eye.  The  general  features  of  the  land-for- 
settlement  scheme  have  received,  I  think,  suf- 
fieent  attention  this  evening,  and  I  shall  con- 
fixie  myself  mainly  to  the  local  aspect  of  the 
question.  But,  before  I  do  that,  I  should  like 
%o  xel&t  in  general  terms  to  the  speech  of  the 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie).  I 
do  not  kno.w  that  I  have  ever  heard  a  more 
doleful  jeremiad  than  his  statements  of  what 


the  results  will  be  of  this  land  for-settlement« 
policy  on  the  colony.  He  pictured  the  dreadful 
state  of  ruin  which  is  going  to  happen  in  a 
few  years— a  prophecy  which,  if  people  be- 
lieved it  to  be  true,  would  cause  them 
to  dear  out  of  the  colony  by  the  very  first 
steamer.  But  I  have  no  fears  whatever  of 
the  doleful  consequences  which  he  stated  are 
going  to  ensue  in  consequence  of  our  adopting 
the  policy  of  borrowing  money  in  London  in 
order  to  purchase  large  estates  and  cut  them  up 
for  settlement.  I  would  like  to  point  out  that 
there  has  been  borrowing  of  money  from  London 
ever  since  the  colony  was  started.  What  would 
the  honourable  gentleman's  friends — for  I  be* 
lieve  they  are  his  friends — who  have  been  inte- 
rested in  the  big  loan  companies  have  done  had 
it  not  been  for  the  English  money  they  have 
borrowed  ?  Why  does  the  honourable  member 
now  object  to  the  colony  borro?dng  this  money 
in  London?  Is  it  because  the  effect  of  the 
scheme  has  been  injurious  to  the  interests  of  hii 
friends  the  loan  companies  ?  I  do  not  think 
there  is  much  in  the  honourable  member's  argu* 
ment  on  that  particular  point.  Then  he  re&rred 
to  seotion  5.  I  cannot  say  that  I  agree  with  him 
as  regards  the  sentimental  value.  The  policy  of 
the  Government  with  regard  to  land  for  settle- 
ment has  received  a  decided  drawback  and 
check  in  consequence  of  a  certain  decision ;  and 
it  is  necessary,  when  this  colony  perceives  an 
obstacle  existing  in  the  path  of  progress  and 
prosperity,  that  it  should  remove  that  obstacle ; 
and,  although  isolated  instances  may  ooouc 
when  the  interests  of  individuals  may  suffer, 
the  interests  o|  the  colony  must  first  be  con- 
sidered. If  in  cutting  out  a  cancer  we  should 
cut  out  a  little  bit  of  flesh,  that  cannot  be 
helped.  There  may,  of  course,  be  individual 
cases  of  suffering,  but,  if  the  public  interests 
are  so  great,  we  cannot  consider  the  individual 
oases.  If  we  were  to  consider  individual  in- 
terests and  not  the  general  interests  we  might 
just  as  well  shut  up  shop  and  pass  no  laws 
at  all.  Then,  the  member  for  Wellington  City 
made  some  remarks  with  respect  to  workmen's 
dwellings  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  city. 
He  seemed  to  think  that  such  a  scheme  for 
workmen's  dwellings  is  not  necessary  as  far 
as  Wellington  is  concerned.  I  differ  from  him 
there.  Some  honourable  members  this  even* 
ing  have  referred  to  workmen  paying  78* 
and  6s.  a  week  for  rent,  and  have  said  that 
that  was  a  dreaded  thing ;  but  what  would  they 
think  of  workmen  having  to  pay  18s.  and  14s.  a 
week  for  miserable  four- roomed  houses  ?  That 
is  tiie  state  of  affairs  in  Wellington.  We  want 
to  take  these  people  out  of  the  city  and  give 
them  good  healthy  surroundings.  The  result 
will  be  that  both  in  physique  and  morals  they 
and  their  families  will  gready  benefit.  I  think, 
however,  that  the  five-acre  remainder  provided 
in  clause  6  in  cases  where  land  is  taken  by  the 
Government  is  too  small  an  area.  I  think  the 
people  who  have  gone  out  of  the  towns  and 
made  homes  for  themselves  should  not  be  liable 
to  be  left  with  such  a  small  area  as  five  acres. 
This  provision,  however,  can  be  amended  in 
Committee.    But,  because  certain  amendments 
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■ifty  be  required  in  Committee,  that  is  no  reason 
for  ipeaking  of  the  policy  of  the  Govemment 
frith  regard  to  thie  question  in  such  unmeasured 
and  unsparing  terms  as  those  used  by  Mr. 
Dutbie.  Had  I  spoken  before  the  member  for 
BUesmere  I  shotUd  also  have  alluded  to  the 
Miramar  Estate.  I  regret  that  the  municipal 
autboritiea  of  this  city  have  not  done  their 
duty  to  the  citizens  of  Welliogton  in  the  pajst. 
The  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 

S[r.  Dutbie)  himself  occupied  the  position  of 
ayor  of  the  city  for  some  years,  and  if  he  had 
then  any  idea  for  benefiting  the  people  of  the 
eiij  by  establishing  workmen's  homes  he  failed 
to  carry  out  any  scheme ;  but  I  dare  say  he  is 
not  more  to  blame  in  that  respect  than  other 
gentlemen  who  have  occupied  that  position  in 
the  past.  As  to  municipal  progress,  there  has 
been  great  apathy  shown  in  this  city  in  the 
past,  out  the  people  are  waking  np  now,  and 
greater  progress  is  being  made.  I  welcome 
this  scheme  for  acquiring  land  for  workmen's 
homes,  and  I  think  if  it  is  carried  into  effect 
it  will  confer  great  benefits  on  the  people 
oi  cities  like  Wellington.  Although  it  cer- 
tainly may  not  be  to  the  benefit  of  the 
owners  of  numbers  of  highly  remunerative 
am aIIJ  cottages  in  Te  Aro,  still,  the  individual 
interests  of  these  people  cannot  be  allowed  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  the  public  good.  I  regret 
very  much  that  the  Govemment  have  not  l^ed 
able  to  pass  some  such  measure  as  this  before. 
Let  me  refer  briefly  to  the  Miramar  Estate.  I 
believe  one  of  the  best  schemes  in  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  this  city  was  that  proposed  by 
Mr.  Bell  when  he  was  Mayor.  Under  that 
■cheme  it  was  proposed  to  purchase  Miramar, 
and  I  think  it  is  a  great  pity  that  the  City  of 
Wellington  did  not  indorse  that  scheme.  At 
the  present  time  we  hear  that  a  syndicate  is 
likely  to  purchase  Miramar.  I  would  like 
to  Imow  now  much  of  that  land  is  going  to 
be  cut  up  for  workmen's  homes.  Precious 
little,  I  fear.  Even  if  it  is  cut  up  in  this 
way,  I  do  not  see  why  the  Corporation  or  the 
General  Govemment  should  not  get  the  profits 
which  are  now  likely  to  go  to  the  syndicate. 
Look  at  Karort  and  Island  Bay.    There  was  a 

Jroperty  at  Island  Bay— known  as  the  Jacob 
oseph  property — that  might  have  been  cut  up 
years  ago  and  people  settled  on  it.*  I  must  apolo- 

?;iEe  to  some  extent  for  dealing  with  this  measure 
rom  almost  a  purely  local  point  of  view ;  but, 
as  has  been  stated,  a  measure  is  more  required 
in  Wellington  than  in  any  other  district.  I 
agree  to  some  extent  with  the  obiections  taken 
by  those  members  who  represent  boroughs  and 
town  districts  in  which  there  are  numbers  of 
small  farmers.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  the 
case  of  Masterton,  Palmerston,  Feilding,  and 
similar  towns  this  measure  may,  under  olr- 
cumstances,  be  to  some  extent  inimical  to  the 
public  good;  but  the  section— section  6— :to 
which  1  specially  allude  can  be  amended  in 
Committee.  Just  one  word  in  conclusion. 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House  have 
spoken  In  warm  commendation  of  the  general 
princi^e  of  the  iand-for-settlemeQt  scheme. 
This  Bill  is  merely  aa  extension  of  that 
Ifr.  Wihon 


general  principle,  and  if  those  hcnooaUi 
members  so  cordially  approve  of  the  genenl 
principle  ;  surely  they  ought  to  give  tiMB 
assistance  to  this  side  of  the  House  in  thait 
efforts  to  make  a  workable  meaeure  of  a 
Bill  which  merely  extends  the  appUeatioii  of 
the  general  principle.  I  warmly  aupport  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  I  trust  that 
certain  amendmenta  may  be  made  in  Omb- 
mittee.  There  are  one  or  two  objeotionifalt 
points  which  I  would  like  to  see  amended.  I 
am  not  going  to  refer  to  the  remarks  of  the 
member  for  Fatea  aa  to  clause  4.  They  will  bs 
replied  to,  no  doubt,  at  length  by  the  Pramisi 
when  he  replies.  As  to  the  Otahu  Estate,  thai 
subject  has  been  threshed  out  lon^  ago.  It 
was  thoroughly  considered  by  a  Committss, 
and  we  know  perfectly  well  that  the  ^fiairter 
waa  absolved  of  any  impropriety  in  the  maitec. 

An  Hon.  Mbxbbb. — what  was  the  report  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  have  the  report  here,  asd 
it  may  just  aa  well  go  into  Hanaofd,  de 
report  la  this : — 

**The  Waste  Lands  Committee,  to  wImms 
the  above-mentioned  subject  waa  rafexred  te 
investigation  and  report,  have  the  honoor  to 
report  that,  having  heard  the  statements  of 
Mr.  J.  McKerrow,  Chairman  of  the  Laid 
Purchase  Board,  also  the  Hon.  J.  G.  \7aid, 
Mr.  Batger,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Kelly,  M.H.R.  (who 
withdrew  all  charges  of  impropriety  against  tlis 
department),  they  are  satisfied  there  ii  bo 
ground  whatever  for  any  chargea  in  comneotioB 
with  the  purchase  of  the  Otahu  Estate  having 
been  made  against  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ward  or  tiis 
Land  Purchase  Department.  A  copy  of  ths 
evidence  and  proceedings  of  the  inquiry  is  at- 
tached.—R.  Thompson,  Chairman. — 28rd  Sep- 
tember, 1898." 

So  much  for  the  insinuations  of  the  honom^ 
able  member  for  Patea.  Now,  Sir,  if  tiie  in- 
sinuations the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
has  thrown  out  this  evening  aa  to  other  land 
purchases  and  those  interested  in  them,  or  vbo 
were  alleged  by  the  honourable  member  to  be 
interested  in  the  purchases — if  those  inaiDaa- 
tionsand  charges  were  investigated,  aa  weretke 
charges  made  by  that  honourable  gentleman  last 
session,  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  would  ta 
found  to  have  the  same  amount  of  fooadalisa 
aa  thoee  which  were  inquired  into.  Sir,  I  shall 
not  refer  further  to  that  queation,  but  skaU 
support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa).— I  did  not 
intend  to  say  anything  on  the  Bill  before  the 
House  but  for  remarks  made  by  aevenl  man- 
bers,  whioh  prompt  me  to  reply,  aa  far  as  I  con, 
to  the  wrong  views  they  have  put  before  the 
House.  Take  the  last  speaker,  for  instaooe. 
I  wish  the  honourable  gentleman's,  attention 
for  a  moment,  in  case  he  might  aftemaidi 
say  that  I  have  been  misquoting  bim.  Tbo 
honourable  gentleman  said  as  follows :  **  When 
the  Liberal  party  perceives  an  obstacle  to  tke 
true  progress  of  the  oolony  they  proeeed  te 
remove  it,  and  it  could  not  be  helped  if  a  little 
flesh  was  cut  away  in  the  process."  He  wai 
then  referring  to  aeetion  5.  Now,  wfaaSt  doei 
clause  6  mean?    It  means  that,  If  tfaia  diH 
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beoomes  Uw,  the  Ck>mpeiiBation  Court  Bball  in 
•very  ease  have  regard  only  to  the  fair  and 
Aotnal  market-valne  of  the  land. 
An  Hon.  Msmbkb. — What  more  do  you  want  ? 
Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  genUe- 
man  asks,  What  more  do  we  wont  ?  Let  ns 
■appose  the  owner  of  a  house  in  this  city  has 
been  in  receipt  of  an  average  rent  for  ten  years 
of  somnoh,  and  that  he  was  offered  something 
eonsiderably  less  than  the  average  rent  capital- 
ised at  a  fair  percentage :  he  would  not  accept 
it,  because  his  income  would  be  immediately 
diminished.  In  other  words,  he  would  say,  if 
Ihe  house  was  taken  from  him,  the  State  had 
no  right,  in  doing  so,  to  involve  him  in  any  loss 
of  income.  Now,  that  has  been  the  principle 
on  which  our  law  has  been  based  from  time 
immemorial— that,  if  the  State  took  a  house  or 
property  for  any  pablic  work  or  any  other  pur- 
pose from  a  private  individual,  it  was  thoroughly 
understood  that  the  State  would  pay  any  loss 
sustained  by  the  owner  through  the  takiog  of 
that  house  or  land.  Now  the  Government  of 
this  oountry,  for  the  first  time,  seeks  to  depart 
from  that  well-known  principle ;  and  it  has 
been  asserted,  forsooth,  that  landowner6  have 
been  claiming  for  a  sentimental  valae. 
An  Hon.  Hembeb. — Hear,  hear. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN.—'*  Hear,  hear,"  says  the 
Hon.  the  Premier.  I  am  glad  he  made  that 
exclamation,  because  I  shall  be  able  to  prove 
that  there  is  no  sentimental  value  at  all  in- 
volved in  reference  to  this.  As  I  have  put  it 
in  the  case  of  the  town  house,  so  it  is  in  the 
oase  of  the  well-known  Hatuma  Estate.  We 
Imow  that  the  owner  of  that  estate  has 
established,  beyond  any  doubt  whatever,  the 
zeoeipt  of  a  certain  average  net  income  from 
that  estate  for  several  years,  and  that  he  claims 
the  capitalised  value  of  that  income.  Is  there 
jmyibing  unfair  in  that  ? 

An  Hon.  Mbhbbb. — ^At  what  rate? 
Mr.  BUCHANAN.— At  4  per  cent,  a  rate 
vibioh  would  not  be  disputed  for  a  moment. 
la  there  anything  of  a  sentimental  value  in- 
Tolved  in  the  claim  made  by  the  owner  ?  Surely 
not.    What  is  the  exact  position  ?    Let  us  sup- 
pose there  were  no  Land  for  Settlements  Act 
in  force  in  the  colony:    Will  any  honourable 
^entteman  deny  that  the  owner  of  the  Hatuma 
Sstate  would  be  able  to  sell  that  property 
steadily  to  a  private   individual  or  company 
•for  the  capitalised  value  of  the  income  for 
4he  last  eight   or  ten  years?    Of  course  he 
•could ;  but  as  the  law  stands  there  is  no  sale 
fot  an  estate  like  that  except  to  the  Qovem- 
snent.     Surely,   then,  if   they  wish   to   take 
ii  they  should  do  so  under  the  well-known 
principle  that  the  owner  should  not  suffer  sny 
£388.    I  wish  to  ask  the  Premier  whether  he 
•will  give  the  House  the  reasons  given  by  the 
JLssessor  who  wishes  to  resign  his  post  in  con- 
nection with  this  estate-    Obviously  the  special 
.clause  in  this  Bill  dealing  with  Assessors  is 
introduced  with  special  relation  to  this  estate. 
Will  the  Premier  give  this  House  the  infor- 
mation when  he  replies  ?    Now  I  torn  to  the 
bononrable  member  for  BUesmere,  who  denied 
^at  any  sacrifice  of  stock  was  likely  to  t%|se 


place  in  connection  with  an  estate  taken  by 
the  Government,  and  he  proceeded  to  give  as 
a  proof  the  successful  sales  of  the  Waikakahi, 
the  Sfcarborough,  and  the  Cheviot  stock.  But 
he  knows — ^nobody  better— that  the  Btock- sales 
at  the  two  first- named  places  came  off  at  a 
time  when  sheep  were  at  an  extraordinarily 
high  price. 

An  Hon.  Mbubeb. — How  extraordinary  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Extraordinary  inas- 
much as  the  value  of  store  stock  in  Canterbury 
was  something  like  40  per  cent,  above  the 
normal  value.  The  honourable  mambsr  knows 
that  very  well,  and  yet  he  asks  me  what  ex- 
traordinary circumstances  attended  the  sale. 
Supposing  circumstances  had  been  the  other 
way,  and  that  a  large  number  of  stock  had  to 
be  sold  from  these  estates  when  the  price  of 
stock  was  very  low. 

An  Hon.  ^mbbb. — Two  years  ago. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Yes,  less  than  two  years 
ago ;  they  were  almost  unsaleable  in  Canterbury 
last  year — they  were  boiling  down  stock  to  get 
rid  of  them  in  any  shape  or  form,  because  there 
was  no  grass  for  them.  In  four  counties  in 
Canterbury  the  stock  was  reduced  in  one  year 
by  four  hundred  and  sixty  thousand,  because 
they  were  starving.  What  would  have  hap- 
pened had  these  two  sales  taken  place  at  such 
a  time?  The  stock  would  undoubtedly  have 
•been  sacrificed  at  a  heavy  loss  to  the  owners. 
I  do  not  wish  to  make  a  long  speech  upon  this 
Bill,  but  I  cannot  support  the  Bill  in  its  pre- 
sent form.  With  regard  to  providing  homes  for 
working-men  who  have  to  live  in  some  of  our 
towns  under  such  unfortunate  circumstances — 
for  instance,  in  Wellington — I  think  it  is  the 
duty  of  every  member  of  the  House  to  assist  the 
Government  to  try  to  ameliorate  their  condition, 
and  I  shall  have  very  much  pleasure  in  assist* 
ing  them ;  but  I  would  si;ggest  that  it  is  hot  at 
all  necessary  for  the  Qovernment  to  be  tied 
down  to  the  purchase  of  land  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  railways.    As  far  as  I  know,  recent 

9  80  developments  all  point  to  electric  and 
other  tramways  for  cheap  and  frequent 
communication.  I  am  told  that  in  the  United 
States,  in  connection  with  all  the  large  centres 
of  population,  they  are  extending  electric  tram- 
ways in  all  directions,  and  beating  the  rail- 
ways out  of  the  field  at  every  point.  If  the 
Qovernment  inquired  into  this  they  would 
probably  find  that  away  from  the  railways, 
under  circumstances  which  would  permit  of 
the  introduction  of  these  tramways,  they 
would  be  able  to  get  homes  for  workmen 
within  much  easier  distances  and  be  able  to 
buy  land  at  much  less  value.  I  commend 
that  point  to  the  careful  attention  of  the 
Premier.  I'  shall  certainly  not  support  the 
Bill  in  its  present  form.  As  it  now  stands 
it  only  affords  another  proof  of  the  absolute 
incapacity  of  the  Premier  to  do  his  work  in 
Wellington  and  be  at  the  same  time  electioneer- 
ing all  over  the  colony.  We  have  had  indica- 
tions already  since  the  debate  has  commenced 
that  he  is  prepared  to  restrict  its  operations, 
if  not  to  the  four  large  centres,  at  all  events 
to  cut  out  all  the  smaller  centres  of  popula- 
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tioD.  In  foot,  as  (he  honourable  member  for 
Patea  has  already  stated,  the  Premier  does  not 
nndentand  his  own  Bill ;  and  some  of  his  own 
strongest  supporters  are  absolutely  opposed  to 
it.  It  is  therefore  simply  nonsense  to  twit  this 
side  of  the  House  with  going  back  upon  the 
statements  they  have  recently  made  to  the 
country  that  they  would  not  do  anything 
against  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act.  The 
honourable  member  foe  Masterton  is  going  to 
oppose  the  Bill  at  every  point,  and  upon  the 
same  reasoning  that  honourable  gentleman 
will  be  accused  of  opposing  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Act,  which  would  be  absurd.  I 
hope  the  Government  will  withdraw  the  Bill 
altogether,  and  bring  down  something  to  which 
they  will  give  a  little  more  thought  and  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin).— I  can  hardly  say 
that  I  am  able  to  congratulate  the  Premier 
upon  the  speech  which  ho  made  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  I  have  heard  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  on  many  occasions 
speaking  on  many  different  subjects,  but  I 
think  the  speech  which  he  made  in  introducing 
this  Bill  was  the  weakest  I  have  ever  heard 
from  him.  It  has  led  me  to  one  of  two  con- 
clusions :  either  he  did  not  understand  his  Bill 
or  else  ho  did  not  belie vo  in  its  provisions.  I 
think  the  first  is  probably  the  correct  alternative. 
He  would  have  been  at  home  with  a  Bill  deal- 
ing with  mining  or  perhaps  asocial  question, or 
even  with  finance,  but  when  he  attempted^  to 
deal  with  land  he  got  out  .of  his  depth.  Then, 
the  debate  has  been  of  a  most  remarkable 
character,  for,  while  we  have  had  members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  criticizing  the  Bill 
keenly  and  most  unmercifully,  like  the  honour- 
able member  for  Masterton,  they  generally 
wound  up  by  saying  they  intended  to  vote  for 
the  second  reading.  As  I  say,  the  criticism 
was  keen  and  most  unmerciful,  and  I  think 
that  remark  applies  to  almost  every  honour- 
able member  who  has  spoken,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
Suburbs  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Ellesmere.  The  honourable  member  for 
EUesmere  told  us  about  Cheviot.  I  do  not 
know  what  Cheviot  has  to  do  with  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Act.  It  was  not  purchased 
under  that  Act.  He  told  us  it  was  paying 
5  per  cent.  Probably  it  is  paying  5  per  cent., 
but  the  honourable  member  forgot  to  take  into 
account  the  fact  that  before  ^ing  purchased 
by  the  Government  we  were  receiving  between 
£3,000  and  £4,000  per  annum  by  way  of  land  and 
graduated  tax  from  that  estate.  If  we  take 
that  into  account,  we  will  find  it  is  paying 
very  much  less  than  5  per  cent. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— -What  about  the  Customs 
duties  we  get  from  the  people  who  have  been 
settled  there  ? 

Mr.  MASSEY.— We  would  have  got  the 
Customs  duties  just  the  same,  because  the 
people  who  have  gone  there  are  not  new 
arrivals,  but  tbey  are  people  who  have  been 
transferred  from  one  part  of  Canterbury  to 
another.  The  Premier,  when  introducing  the 
Bill,  told  us  he  did  not  think  there  would  be 
Mr,  BucJianan 


much  debate,  beoaoae  no  new  ptiBoi]^ 
involved.  Probably  there  is  no  new  priooiple 
involved,  but  it  extends  the  soope  of  the  Jjiad 
for  Settlements  Act  in  this  way :  it  proposes  to 
give  the  Govemn)ent  the  power  to  purobaae 
landcompulsorily  in  boroughs  or  town  diatrielb 
Now,  I  have  objected  to  the  principle  of  takias 
land  oompulsorily  from  the  very  first.  I  objeetod 
to  it  when  the  Bill  was  first  introduced  in  ISM, 
and  I  object  to  it  just  as  strongly  now.  Speak- 
ing on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  in  1894, 
I  said  this : — 

"  Once  we  affirm  the  principle  of  taking  land 
compulsorily,  where  are  we  going  to  stop  ?  It 
may  be  a  thousand  acres  one  year,  seven  bandied 
the  next,  three  hundred  and  fifty  the  next,  aai 
so  on.  It  may  be  the  large  landowner  nowi 
but  certainly  it  will  be  the  torn  of  the  snuUl 
landowner  to-morrow.'* 

It  is  the  turn  of  the  small  landovnier  now, 
for  by  this  Bill  we  propose  to  xedace  the  area 
which  a  landowner  may  hold  to  five  anres— five 
acres  and  no  more.    Then,  the  qnestiotn  of  veins 
has  been  raised,  and  I  say  this:  In  the  ease  of 
taking  land  compulsorily  it  is  almost  imposdUs 
to  get  at  the  value  of  the  land,  for  ibis  rnaeon; 
Take  the  case  of  a  small  dairyman,  a  man  who 
has  got  a  milk-walk,  as  it  is  oidled,  and  who 
lives  within  five  miles  of  any  of  the  four  lazns 
centres.    You  take  away  that  man's  land,  aad 
you  give  him  fair  value  for  it— not  full  vatan, 
which  would  amount  possibly  to  between  £90 
and  £80  per  acre.     But  what  becomes  of  his 
businessi  ?    You  destroy  his  business  and  take 
away    his  livelihood,  and  probably  ruin  that 
man's  prospects  for  life.      I  think  very  littis 
harm  has  been  done  in  the  past,  bat  we  do  not 
know  what  is  going  to  happen  in  the  fatmsi 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  people  who  have  bso^ 
fited  by  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  aie  not 
the  people  who  have  gone  on  the   land  and 
taken  up  holdings,  but  the  people  who  sold  the 
land  to  the  Gk)vemment  and  got  the  UMmey  far 
it,  many  of  whom  will  be  able  to  live  in  laxaif 
and  idleness  for  the  remainder  of  their  natoal 
lives.    I  am  one  of  those  who  think  then  is  ao 
necessity  for  this  Bill,  for  this  reason:  Thsrsii 
plenty  of  land  in  the  market ;  and  that  is  e^s- 
cially  the  case  in  connection  with  Aucklw 
and  Christchuroh.    Any  one  who  reads  tks 
Christchurch  Press  or  the  New  Zealand  HtnU 
will  see  columns  of  advertisements  offering  isad 
for  sale  on  the  easiest  popsible  terms — all  lorti 
and  sizes,  and  at  prices  at  which  it  wonld  be  iia- 
possible  for  the  Government  to  offer  land.  Thes, 
my  principal  objection  to  this  Bill  and  to  die 
Land  for  Settlements  Act  is  this — ^and  now  I 
come  to  a  point  mentioned  by  the  honoonU^ 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Dothie>»std 
I  may  say  I  heartily  indorse  everything  tiat 
honourable   gentleman    said:    By    boriovioc 
money  in  the  London  market  to  purohase  isatl 
in  this  colony  we  are  simply  transferring  i^ 
ownership   of   our   lands    to    the   people  is 
England.    That  is  exactly  what  we  are  deisfr 
and  not  only  by  this  Act,  but  by  the  AdvasMi 
to  Settlers  Aot  as  well.    We  are  transteirinf 
the  ownership  of  our  land  at  the  rata  cf  • 
million  pounds'  worth  a  year  to  the  people  m 


1899.] 


Land  for 


[HOnSB.] 


SeiiiemenU  Bill. 


617 


Soglftod ;  and  I  say,  if  we  go  on  as  we  are  doing 
— oonlinning  to  borrow  money  for  these  pur- 
poses outside  the  colony — it  can  only  end  in 
disaster.  The  honourable  member  for  Elles- 
mere  attempted  to  show  that  our  system  of 
landlordism — ^beoause  that  is  what  it  means — 
was  not  the  same  as  the  system  of  landlordism 
in  Ireland.  Landlordism  is  the  same  in  what- 
wnn  form  you  find  it.  Whether  the  landlord  is 
the  State  or  the  private  individual,  it  is  land- 
lordism all  the  same,  and  the  tenant  or  oo- 
oupier  of  the  land  has  not  that  feeling  of 
independence  which  he  would  have,  and  which 
be  ought  to  have,  if  he  was  the  owner  of  the 
freehSd.  I  came  across  the  following  para- 
graph on  the  subject  of  landlordism  in  Ireland 
the  other  day : — 

*'  The  rents  are  collected  by  agents  in  Ireland, 
and  are  sent  to  England  or  abroad  to  be  spent 
among  strangers,  and  to  enrich  them,  instead 
of  being  spent  among  their  own  tenants, 
farmers,  schools,  charities,  and  tradespeople 
to  enrich  them." 

That  is  exactly  what  we  are  doing.  The 
Government  have  become  rent-  and  interest- 
ooUeoting  agents  for  the  people  in  England, 
and  we  are  sending  away  large  sums  of  money 
which  ought  to  be  used  in  our  own  country  and 
for  our  own  purposes.  But  I  believe  I  am  right 
in  thinking  that  the  real  remedy  for  the  con- 
gestion in  the  cities  is  not  the  purchase  of  land 
ij  the  State,  but  the  reduction  of  railway- 
-  ures,  BO  as  to  enable  people  to  go  and  live  in 
the  suburbs.  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  Premier 
fl«y,  when  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
1^1,  that  the  Minister  for  Railways  intended 
to  encourage  and  assist  this  movement  by  re< 
dnoing  the  railway-fare  to  the  suburbs.  Now, 
■o  far  as  the  northern  portions  of  the  colony 
M»  concerned  —  and  I  believe  I  can  speuc 
authoritatively — that  is  all  that  is  required. 
Xiet  the  fares  be  reduced,  so  far  as  the  Auck- 
Isuid  suburbs  are  concerned,  to  the  same  rates 
which  the  people  of  Wellington  suburbs  pay. 
What  I  mean  is  that  there  should  be  intro- 
dneed  the  system  of  twelve- trip  tickets,  which 
has  been  given  to  the  people  living  at  the  Hutt 
rand  Petone,  whereby  they  can  make  six  trips 
-lor  half  a  crown.  That  svstem  should  be  ex- 
tended to  Otahuhu  and  Onehunga,  and  there 
.  ^roold  be  no  further  diffioalty  so  far  as  Auck- 
land is  concerned,  because  the  people  living  in 
the  city  would  be  encouraged  to  go  out  and 
liTe  on  the  good  land  in  the  districts  I  have 
mentioned. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — You  leave  Canterbury 
out. 

Mr.  MASSEY.— The  Canterbury  members 
are  ^(uite  able  to  speak  for  themselves.  As  I 
faave  said,  I  am  glad  to  see  that  there  is  a  pos- 
sibility, and  even  a  probability,  of  that  system 
being  extended  to  people  living  in  the  large 
centres  all  over  the  colony.  It  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  ridiculous  thing  for  the  Government  to  be- 
come dealers  in  urban  and  suburban  lands  while 
vre  have  hundred  of  thousands  of  acres  of  good 
lands  lying  waste  and  waiting  for  settlers  to  go 
upon  them.  On  the  authority  of  the  Premier 
— I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  in  introducing 


tlus  Bill  or  not,  but  it  was  certainly  within  the 
last  day  or  two— he  told  us  that  there  were  two 
millions  of  acres  of  Crown  and  Native  lands 
lying  waste ;  and  I  say.  Sir,  that  it  would  be 
far  more  sensible  for  us  to  try  and  settle,  at 
any  rate,  the  best  of  that  land,  and  when  that 
was  done  it  would  be  quite  time  enough  to 
turn  our  attention  to  what  is  being  proposed 
to-night.  I  would  not  have  the  slightest  ob- 
jection in  supporting  such  a  Bill  as  was 
passed  by  the  Imperial  Government  a  short 
time  ago ;  but  their  Act  was  quite  different 
from  the  Bill  before  us  now.  In  that  case  the 
Imperial  Government  gives  the  occupants  the 
freehold,  but  we  do  not  propose  to  do  anything 
of  the  sort.  We  only  propose  to  give  a  lease- 
hold, and  keep  them  tenants  for  all  time.  Then, 
in  England  the  local  body  administers  the  Act, 
but  in  New  Zealand  the  General  Government 
proposes  to  do  that.  But,  worst  of  all,  to  my 
mind,  instead  of  being  able  to  borrow  the 
money  from  amongst  ourselves,  as  they  do  in 
England,  we  have  to  go  outside  the  colony  to 
get  it,  and,  of  course,  have  to  Ecnd  away  interest 
every  year  to  pay  for  it.  One  of  the  worst  pro- 
visions in  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act,  and 
one  which  I  do  not  think  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  EUesmere  would  support,  is  this :  that 
by  the  present  Act  we  give  the  Minister  of 
Lands— whoever  he  happens  to  be — authority 
to  spend  half  a  million  a  year  in  the  purchase 
of  land  without  any  check  or  control;  and  I 
sigr  that  is  a  wrong  and  most  improper  thing 
to  do.  I  say  the  purchase  of  no  estate  should 
be  allowed  to  be  completed  without  the  matter 
coming  before  Parliament  for  approval.  If 
that  had  been  done,  you  may  depend  upon  it 
some  of  the  purchases,  such  as  the  Pomahaka 
and  the  Otahu  Estates,  would  never  have 
been  completed.  I  cannot  agree  with  the 
suggestion  made  from  this  side  of  the  House 
that  this  Bill,  if  it  ever  becomes  law,  should 
apply  to  only  those  workmen  who  are  em- 
ployed in  cities.  If  the  workmen  in  cities  are 
to  have  houses  and  gardens  and  all  modem 
comforts  and  conveniences  provided  for  them 
by  a  paternal  Government,  I  do  not  see  why 
the  workmen  in  the  country  should  not  be 
placed  in  exactly  the  same  position.  The  one 
is  a  taxpayer  just  the  same  as  the  other.  Sir, 
I  object  to  this  Bill  on  account  of  the  exten- 
sion of  the  compulsory  provisions  of  the  taking 
of  land.  I  think  we  have  gone  quite  far  enough 
in  that  direotion  already.  I  object  to  it  be- 
cause it  will  be  the  means  of  transferring  the 
ownership  of  lands  in  the  colony  to  people 
resident  in  England.  I  also  object  to  it  on 
account  of  the  power  given  to  the  Minister  of 
Lands  to  spend  £500,000  of  the  people's  money 
annually  in  the  purchase  of  land  under  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Act  without  the  control 
of  Parliament. 

Mr.  STEVENS  (Manawatu).— Sir,  in  speak- 
ing  on  this  subject,  I  can  hardly  express  sur- 
prise at  what  has  fallen  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie).  That 
honourable  member  took  very  serious  objection 
to  the  Introduction  of  this  Bill»  and  one  reason 
for  his  objection  was  the  proposed  payment  of 
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the  fair  market  value  for  an  estate.  That 
honoiirable  gentleman  U  under  the  impreeaion 
ihat  it  is  right  for  a  property-owner  in  thie 
colony  to  do  what  he  has  admitted  was  done 
by  the  owner  of  the  Hatnma  Estate.  I  shall 
trouble  the  House  for  a  few  moments  while 
I  give  a  ^ort  history  of  the  way  in  which  it 
was  sought  to  extort  money  from  this  colony 
for  the  purpose  of  making  latter  the  owner  of 
that  very  large  estate.  Why,  Sir,  the  Court 
proceeded  in  the  ordinary  way — had  a  valuation 
made.  Both  sides — that  is  to  say,  the  claimant 
and  the  Crown — had  their  valuations  made, 
the  evidence  was  brought  before  the  Court,  and 
the  solicitors  for  the  claimant  said,  **  Now,  we 
must  have  as  the  value  for  this  estate  the 
amount  of  money  which  is  being  made  out  of 
it — the  capitalised  value  of  the  alleged  annual 
income.'*  And  how  did  they  arrive  at  that? 
They  brought  forward  sheaves  of  papers  and 
columns  of  figures,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  the 
Court  gave  credence  to  such  evidence.  What 
the  Court  ought  to  have  done  was  to  have 
insisted  on  the  production  of  the  station  books 
extending  over  a  period,  showing  exactly  what 
the  expenditure  had  been  and  what  the  re- 
ceipts were;  and  not  only  that,  but  what 
their  annually  recurring  expenditure  was,  and 
what  the  expenditure  was  for  the  purpose  of 
permanent  improvements.  Then,  there  was  no- 
thing whatever  written  oft  for  depreciation  of 
improvements.  Any  person  of  ordinary  com- 
mon-sense knows  it  would  be  neeessary^to 
write  off  10  per  cent,  per  annum  for  depre- 
ciation of  buildings,  fences,  and  so  on ;  and 
not  one  penny  was  written  off. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN. — 10  per  cent,  for  deprecia- 
tion 1    What  absolute  nonsense. 

Mr.  STEVENS— It  is  not  nonsense  at  all. 
I  have  had  a  good  many  thousands  of  pounds' 
worth  of  buildings  and  yards  to  maintain  for 
years,  and  if  you  will  go  and  look  at  the  books 
of  my  old  firm  you  will  find  we  had  to  write 
down  10  per  cent,  per  annum ;  and  if  we  had 
not  done  so  we  should  have  had  to  pay 
dividends  out  of  principal  and  not  out  of 
profits.  Then,  with  regard  to  drains,  there  is  a 
certain  amount  of  depreciation  there.  These 
drains  have  to  be  cleaned  out  every  year.  Had 
the  value  of  the  improvements  been  written 
down  as  they  should  have  been,  I  venture  to 
say  there  would  have  been  nothing  like  £9,000 
a  year  to  swell  the  value  of  that  estate. 
They  also  showed,  as  one  of  their  great  profits, 
the  amount  received  for  wool.  And  how  did 
they  make  up  that  amount?  They  showed 
their  shad  weight  for  five  years,  which  included 
about  2  tons  5  cwt.  3  quarters  of  wool  which 
had  been  credited  to  their  income  which  never 
existed  at  all.  It  was  tare  and  draft.  That 
is  the  way  they  made  up  their  values.  And 
if  this  is  the  way  in  which  the  colony  is  to 
acquire  estates,  by  the  Courts  accepting  such 
statements  as  were  made  before  this  Court  for 
the  purpose  of  swelling  the  value  of  this  estate, 
Che  sooner  we  have  an  alteration  in  the  Act  so 
that  persons  who  own  property  shall  have  the 
full  market-value  for  it  and  no  more,  the  sooner 
we  shall  be  in  a  poittion  of  dealing  honounbly 
Afr.  Stevens 


and  fairly  with  the  people  who  avo  to  be  plaoad 
on  the  land.    For  I  hold  it  is  the  hnsinew  ol 
the  country  and  of  this  House  to  aee  %haX  we 
do  not  acquire  estates  at  such  enormous  pfkei 
as  to  compel  the  persons  who  become  the  ocoo- 
piers  to  pay  a  rentaJ  of  more  than  the  laad  wOl 
produce.    It  is  the  business  of  the  Honae  to  aaa 
that  we  acquire  these  estates  at  a  fair  and  proipr 
market  value,  but  not  in  exceas  of  what  iba  in- 
coming tenanta  are  able  to  pay.    On  the  other 
hand,  what  was  sauce  for  the  gooae  wma  not 
aauoe  for  the  gander  with  respect  to  Hatnmai 
for  thia  reason :  Many  of  the  persona  engaged 
as  managera  and  employ^  on  the  estate  went 
and  gave  evidence  at  the  Compensation  Conzt 
aa  to  what  the  eatate  waa  worth,  but  in  the  very 
firat  year  the  present  Land-tax  Act  came  iato 
force  they  went  before  the  Asaeaament  Court 
and  a  wore  that  the  land  waa  not  worth  moie 
than  £8  lOa.  per  acre,  whereas  they  now  wish 
to  make  it  appear  worth  £6  10s.  per  aoze.    Is 
there  any  justice  in  this?    Absolutely  none. 
And  therefore  I  say,  irrespective  of  what  may 
be  shown  from  a  fictitious  point  of  view  aa  to 
annual  income  of  an  estate,  it  is  n  better,  fairer, 
and  truer  way  of  assessing  the  value  to  empifly 
experts  who  understand  what  they  are  doing; 
and  there  are  hundreds,  I  am  pleased  to  say, 
who,  when  they  go  on  an  estate,  say,  **Ttim 
land  is  worth  so  much,  because  it  will  piodiifla 
so  many  pounds  of  wool  per  anniun"— not 
necessarily  run  so  many  sheep,  becftnae  oaa 
sheep  may  produce  as  much  wool  as  three  oth« 
inferior  sheep ;  but  it  will  produce  so  many 
pounds  of  wool,  so  many  head  of  stock,  so  many 
bushels  of  com,  or  so  many  pounds  of  butter 
per  acre,  or  anything  you  wish.    That  is  te 
way  to  ascertain  the  market  value  of  land.   I 
am  sure,  by  the  introduction  of  this  olanae,  it 
will  place  the  people  of  this  colony  in  a  fnofMr 
position  of  being  able  to  carry  out  thepnoeipleB 
laid  down  in  the  acquisition  of  land  for  te 
purpose  of  aettlement.    My  honoorable  friead 
the  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie) 
talked  about  the  Pomahaka  Estate.    He  visited 
it,  but  he  viaited  it  in  the  winter — eomewheia 
about  thia  season  of  the  year,  I   think    and 
what  did  that  honourable  gentleman  do  ?    He 
tried  to  gull  his  constituents  here  in  Welliug- 
ton ;  but  many  of  them  are  not  to  bo  eaogbt 
with  chaff,  nor  the  sample  of  oats  he  showed. 
Had  he  been  fair  he  would  not  have  dona  what 
he  did.    He  plucked  up  a  root  of  self-sown  oats 
in  the  middle  of  winter,  and  stood  on  the  Be> 
claimed  Land,  and  held  it  up,  and  said,  '*  That 
is  all  Pomahaka  can  produce."    Now,  I  went 
there  at  the  proper  time  of  year,  when  the 
harvest  was  on,  and  shortly  aiter  the  settle- 
ment had  begun,  and  the  reault  waa  1  saw 
fine  cropa  of  tumipa  in  firat  furrows,  and  fbie 
crops  of  oats — about  35  bushels  to  the  sen, 
which  is  a  very   fair  crop  in  firat  furtoas; 
and  I  think  my  honourable  friend  the  men- 
her  for   Avon   and   myself   brought  away  a      ^ 
sheaf  of  oats  to  show  the  difference  between 
those  and  what  Mr.  Dnthie  had  tried  to  gull 
the  people  of  Wellington  with ;  and  that  ii 
what  he  did  null,  them  with,  but  they  had  not 
heard  the  other  side  of  the  story.     That  ^ 
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fhe  way  in  which  information  is  given  to  the 
public.  Had  I  gone  there  in  the  middle  of 
winter,  would  I  have  tried  to  indnoe  the  people 
to  believe  yon  conld  grow  oatn  in  winter? 
Because  I  had  brought  away  some  self-sown 
oats,  would  I  have  Raid,  "JFhat  is  what  the 
property  can  produce  "  ?  Most  certainly  not. 
It  is  all  absolute  nonsense.  Now,  coming  to  the 
question  of  the  honourablo  member  for  Patea, 
he  in  bis  very  calm  and  collected  manner 
endeavoured  to  make  this  House  believe  that 
%  great  loss  would  be  sustained  by  the  owners  of 
ftny  property  if  land  were  taken  from  them  by 
purchase,  or  if  the.  Court  assessed  the  value  to 
oe  paid,  if  they  had  to  turn  their  stock  out,  as 
he  said,  on  the  street.  He  knew  quite  well 
that  in  cases  of  that  kind  there  is  always 
proper  time  given,  and  the  Court  would  see 
that  proper  time  was  given,  for  the  realisation 
of  the  stock ;  and,  if  the  Court  did  not  do  so,  it 
should,  by  the  Act,  be  directed  to  do  so,  or  that 
the  Crown  should  take  over  the  stock  at  a  fair 
and  proper  value,  and  run  any  risk  of  profit  or 
loss  which  might  happen  in  the  disposal  of  the 
stock.  I  grant  that  the  owner  of  stock  should 
receive  full  value  for  his  stock.  In  assessing 
the  value  of  the  property  the  valuers  would 
take  into  consideration  every  one  of  the  details, 
and  if  they  did  not  they  would  not  be  doing 
their  duty.  Therefore  his  argument  falls  to 
the  ground. 

An  Hon.  Member. — There  is  no  provision  in 
the  Act  for  that. 

Mr.  STEVENS.— There  is  provision  in  the 
Act  for  allowing  the  owner  of  the  property  fair 
oompensation  for  his  property,  and  that  covers 
everything  in  connection  with  the  property  and 
incidental  thereto.    It  was  said  also  that  Ha- 
tnina  was  one  of  the  first  estates  ever  taken  in 
the  oolony.  Ardgowan  was  taken  compulsoiily, 
and  not  on  the  same  principles  as  was  at- 
teonpted  to  be  shown  in  regard  to  Hatuma; 
The  value  assessed  on  the  Ardgowan  Estate 
was  given  on  evidence  by  valuers  who  were 
giving  evidence  on  either  side — by  experts,  by 
inraetical  men  who  understood  what  they  were 
doing,  what  the  land  would  produce,  and  what  it 
would  be  worth  in  the  market.    That  being  the 
case,  the 'Act  as  it  stands  at  present  was  de- 
fective, otherwise  it  would  not  have  been  com- 
petent for  any  Court  to  adopt  different  sys- 
tems of  ascertaining  the  same  point.    What  is 
required  is  the  full  value  and  no  more ;  then, 
that  should  be  made  definite,  and  under  this 
otanse  it  will  be  made  absolutely  definite,  and 
I    think  it  is  quite  time  it  veas  so.    Here  is 
another  point  in   conneotion  with  what  the 
owner  of  this  estate  sought  to  do  vrith  respect 
to  Hatuma :   The  owner  of  the  estate  expected 
that  be  should  be  found  an  investment  for  his 
money  at  4  per  cent,  which  would  give  him  an 
Income  equeJ  to  the  amount  of  money  he  was 
vnaking  out  of  the  property  at  the  present  time. 
I  flbsk  the  honourable  member  for  Walrarapa, 
w^ho    knows   so    much  about   these  matters, 
nvlietfaer,  if  he  were  going  to  buy  an  estate  to- 
morrow in  the  shape  of  a  run,  he  would  pay 
^own  hard  cash  if  he  were  not  going  to  make 
tttot^  than  4  per  cent,  out  of  hir  money?    He 


would  not  do  so.  X  have  sold  a  great  number 
of  estates  in  the  course  of  my  business,  and 
I  am  sure  that  unless  it  were  shown  that 
more  than  4  per  cent,  could  be  made  a  pur- 
chaser would  say,  "  No ;  I  can  invest  my 
money  much  better.*'  Where  you  can  obtain 
money  at  4  per  cent,  is  where  you  give  one- 
third  margin,  and  then  you  are  only  running 
two-thirds  of  the  risk.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, 4  per  cent,  is  a  fair  rate;  but  if  you 
<  Q  Q  are  going  to  invest  the  whole  of  your 
money  I  should  Bay  that  6}  or  7  per 
cent,  would  be  a  fair  rate  ;  and  therefore, 
if  we  assess  the  annual  income  from  the 
Hatuma  Estate  at  6}  or  7  per  cent.,  it  would 
just  about  bring  the  land  out  at  the  price  that 
I  think  the  Government  would  be  prepared  to 
pay  for  it— something  near  £5  per  acre.  That 
would  be  the  difference.  And  here  the  Courtj 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  gave  some  ground  for  the 
belief  that  money  was  not  worth  more  tha|^ 
4  per  cent. ;  nor  is  it  under  the  other  circum- 
stances I  have  described ;  but  if  a  person  had 
£100,000  and  wished  to  invest  it,  taking  the 
whole  risk,  he  certainly  must  have  something 
more  than  4  per  cent.  Therefore,  I  am  confi- 
dent it  will  be  largely  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  country  if  we  have  the  Act  so  amended 
as  to*make  the  system  of  ascertaining  the  value 
absolute  and  definite,  and  not  have  two  ways 
of  arriving  at  the  same  point.  Now,  coming  to 
clause  6,  with  respect  to  the  settlement,  there  is 
no^one  who  is  a  stronger  believer  than  I  am  of 
the  necessity  of  relieving  the  cities  of  their 
congested  population,  many  of  whom,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  are  oompelled  to  live  huddled  up 
in  garrets  in  which  neither  parents  nor  child- 
ren can  breathe  fresh  air.  It  is  the  duty  of 
this  Legislature  to  see  that  these  people  have 
some  opportunity  given  them  of  growing  some- 
thing for  themselves,  of  living  more  healthily, 
and  so  forth.  I,  however,  deprecate  the  idea — 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary  that  we  should  ex- 
tend the  provisions  of  this  Bill  throughout 
the  colony.  We  should  make  it  tentative,  and 
restrict  it  within  some  reasonable  distance  from 
largely  congested  population  ;  but  away  in  the 
country  districts  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
to  cause  alarm— because  alarm  is  always  caused, 
and  always  willbe,  by  people  making  misrepre- 
sentations to  others  for  party  and  political  pur- 
poses— there  is  no  necessity  for  causing  alarm 
by  making  the  Act  operative  outside  a  radius 
of  ten  miles  around  the  four  large  centres. 
That  would  be  all  that  is  necessary,  and  would 
allay  fears  that  erroneously  arise  in  the  minds 
of  people  who  might  be  intimidated  by  mis- 
representation. This  will  insure  happiness 
amongst  the  people ;  they  will  be  able  to  live 
under  the  feeling  that  they  have  security  of 
tenure,  and  that  they  will  not  be  deprived  of 
their  lands  to-morrow.  It  is  the  duty  of  this 
Legislature  to  secure  the  comfort  and  happi- 
ness of  the  people.  We  have  that  in  New 
Zealand  at  the  present  day,  and  it  is  increasing 
daily,  and  we  are  going  to  bring  about  greater 
happiness  by  the  passing  of  this  measure. 
That  I  am  sure  of.  The  honourable  member 
for  Franklin  raised   a  bogey  by  saying   that 
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the  money-lender  in  England  was  becoming 
our  landlord.  That  is  mere  nonsense.  No 
sane  person  could  believe  that  anything  of  the 
kind  will  happen— absolutely  not.*/Why,  he 
might  as  well  say  that  because  Her  Majesty 
lives  in  England  she  is  our  landlord.  She  is 
our  landlady,  I  am  glad  to  say,  and  the  same 
thing  will  and  must  happen.  We  coin  no 
money  here.  We  might  as  well  say  that  the 
Sydney  Mint,  the  London  Mint,  and  other  such 
institutions  are  our  landlords.  Of  course  they 
are.  This  nonsense  was  talked  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  purpose  of  alarming  people. 
Although  we  have  a  debt  of  something  like 
forty  millions,  what  does  that  mean  to  the 
oolony?  It  means  to  the  colony  that  if  we 
could  add  another  five  millions  to  that  debt, 
and  developed  our  resources,  our  railways,  and 
our  roads,  instead  of  our  forty  millions  being 
anything  like  a  burden  we  should  be  infinitely 
better  oft  than  we  are  to-day,  because  of  the 
tfxtra  volume  of  our  exports.  The  whole  of  our 
land-settlement  has  shown  conclusively  and 
<dearly  that  the  persons  who  occupy  the  land — 
the  Crown  tenants^have  paid  their  rent ;  and 
not  only  that,  but  have  made  a  profit.  There 
is  the  Cheviot  Estate.  Why,  I  remember  dis- 
tinctly what  was  said  when  that  estate  was 
about  to  be  purchased — that  the  oolony  would 
iufier  a  most  severe  loss.  Kow,  the  colony  has 
made  money  out  of  it.  The  colony  is  reducing 
taxation  per  capita  from  the  profits  made  out 
of  the  estate ;  and  if  we  continue  in  that  direc- 
tion I  am  sure  the  people  of  this  country  need 
have  no  fear  whatever  that  this  system  is 
going  to  involve  them  in  any  further  liabilities. 
This  is  not  a  further  liability  in  any  sense  of  the 
word.  As  some  of  the  speakers  have  said,  the 
municipal  authorities  have  neglected  what  they 
should  have  done  for  their  congested  populations. 
I  hope  the  Bill  will  pass,  and  I  hope  that  such 
an  amendment  will  be  made  as  will  restrict  it 
to  the  larger  centres  of  population,  where  it  is 
absolutely  required,  because  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  necessity  to  alarm  the  country  by 
taking  powers  where  they  will  never  require  to 
be  exercised.  I  will  conclude  by  saying  that  I 
hope  the  Bill  will  become  law,  with  such  reason- 
able amendments  as  are  necessary. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley).— Sir,  I  have  to 
compliment  the  House  and  the*  country  on  the 
animated  debate  which  has  taken  place  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act 
Amendment  Bill.  The  interest  taken  in  this 
Bill  by  honourable  members  we  may  take  as  a 
reflex  of  public  opinion  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  colony.  Looking  at  the 
Bill  itself,  I  am  prepared  to  support  sections  1 
to  5  inclusive.  The  6th  section  of  the  Bill  I 
cannot  see  my  way  to  support  in  its  present 
form.  There  are  two  principles  embodied  in 
this  Bill — the  one  is  to  remove  the  difficulty 
the  Land  Purchase  Board  has  had  in  acquiring 
an  estate  in  the  District  of  Hawke's  Bay ;  and, 
in  the  second  place,  an  extension  of  the  powers 
th^t  exist  under  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act 
of  1897  to  take  smaller  blocks  within  a  radius 
of  five  miles  from  the  large  centres  of  popula- 
tion for  workmen's  homes.    Sir,  the  honour- 
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able  member  for  Franklin  reforred  to  the 
Cheviot  Estate,  and  raised  as  an  objecttoo  to 
the  acquisition  of  that  estate  that  the  eolaiy 
lost  £3,000  land-tax  by  purchasing  Gbeviot. 
We  have  heard  that  statement  made  time 
and  again  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  and  tisoe 
and  again  the  statement  has  been  refuted. 
Does  the  honourable  gentleman  know  that  te 
settlers  who  took  up  Cheviot  have  done  so  well 
that  their  purchasing-power  is  douUe,  if  not 
treble,  what  it  was  when  they  vrant  on  to  ^ 
estate,  and,  oonsequently,  the  increased  Cus- 
toms duty  is  far  and  Myond  the  £3,000  loss 
from  the  land-tax  ?  To-night  I  have  not  ams 
to  refer  to  the  facts  and  figures  oonneeied  with 
Cheviot,  but  permit  me  to  point  out,  however, 
that  during  tne  past  twelve  months  20/X)0  &t 
sheep  and  25,000  fat  lambs  have  gone  to  the 
freezing-works,  while  132,000  bushels  of  giain 
were  threshed  this  last  season.  Kow,  taking 
100  fat  sheep  to  a  truck,  the  fat  sheep  wofuld re- 
quire 450  trucks,  and  the  grain  550  trucb,  or  i 
total  of  1,000,  which,  if  spread  over  the  yeai« 
would  give  an  average  of  three  trucks  a  day. 
That  was  the  record  of  sheep,  lambs,  and  gnis 
grown  on  Cheviot  during  one  year — 1,000  tmeks 
of  fat  sheep  and  grain  from  an  estate  that  wss 
oharacterized  by  the  Opposition  in  1894  as  a 
"white  elephant."  Sir,  that  is,  I  think,  suf- 
ficient answer  to  the  remarks  of  the  faonom^ 
able  gentleman  respecting  the  loss  to  the  coua- 
try  of  £3,000  land-tax.  Sir,  I  agree  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Franklin  that  a  dif- 
ferent system  of  land-settlement  is  required  in 
the  North  Island,  particularly  in  the  Auckland 
Province,  to  that  in  the  South  Island.  Tbs 
Government  should  apply  the  same  system  to 
lands  acquired  from  the  Natives  in  the  North 
Island.  These  lands  should  be  subdivided,  and 
should  take  the  place  of  lands  acquired  in  tbs 
South  Island  nnder  the  Land  for  Settiemeats 
Act.  Sir,  the  honourable  member  for  Patea 
has  again  brought  up  the  old  story  of  the  ac- 
quisition of  Pomahaka.  That  story  has  been 
trotted  out  again  and  again  on  the  floor  of  this 
House.  Surely  the  honourable  gentleman 
ought  to  know  that,  in  the  initiation  of  any  new 
scheme.  Governments,  like  private  individoals, 
are  liable  to  make  mistakes.  We  do  not  say  that 
Pomahaka  has  been  a  complete  success,  hut  we 
deny  that  it  has  been  a  failure.  I  sat  as  a 
member  of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  whsn 
the  whole  question  of  the  acquisition  of  the 
Pomshaka  Estate  oame  before  the  Committee 
for  investigation  during  the  seaslon  of  1694i 
The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  City  (Mr. 
M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie),  during  his  eleotioneeiiDg 
campaign  of  1893,  had  made  a  statement,  when 
contesting  for  the  Waihemo  seat,  reflecting  on 
the  Land  Purchase  Board  in  acquiring  Poma- 
haka. Mr.  Mackenzie,  no  doubt,  believed  that 
he  was  speaking  correctly  when  he  made  that 
statement,  but,  when  he  oame  before  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  the  evidence  given  by  him 
and  others  was  of  such  a  nature  that  the  Com- 
mittee brought  up  a  report  adverse  to  whaths 
expected,  and  correctly  so,  for  the  whole  of  the 
facts  connected  with  the  quality  of  the  land, 
the  price   paid  for   It,  and   so  forUi,   cane 
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befora  the  Oommittee  during  the  inqniry. 
We  foand  that  a  portion  of  the  estate  was  sold 
a  year  or  so  before  the  land  was  acquired 
1)7  the  Land  Parohase  Board,  of  an  average 
qnality,  at  £3  per  acre.  The  land  had  been  let 
on  a  lease  at  a  rental  of  2s.  6d.  per  acre,  which, 
oapitiJised  at  5  per  cent.,  means  a  value  of  £2 
id.  per  acre,  the  price  the  Government  actually 
^ve.  I  believe  the  member  for  Patea  is  cor- 
Tsot  in  stating  that  a  portion  of  the  estate  was 
let  on  a  temporary  lease  for  a  few  months  at  a 
small  rental,  bnt  surely  to  Goodness  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  not  going  to  take  that  small 
rentiJ  on  a  t-emporary  lease,  when  the  tenant 
oonld  be  dispossessed  by  receiving  a  week's  or  a 
fortnight's  notice,  as  an  indication  of  the  capi- 
tal value  of  the  estate.  The  decision  of  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  in  1894,  after  going 
into  the  whole  matter  and  taking  evidence,  was 
as  follows,  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Journals  of 
tbe  House  of  1894,  Volume  3,  page  8,  I.-^a.  : — 

*'  The  Committee  feel  it  their  duty  to  refer  to 
one  other  point:  In  the  course  of  his  evi- 
•denoe,  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie  said  that  neither 
in  his  speech  nor  at  any  other  time  did  he  im- 
.pnte  corruption  to  the  Minister,  and  that  so 
far  as  he  knew  no  inference  of  corruption  was 
«Yer  drawn  from  his  speech  or  his  subsequent 
•correspondence  in  the  Otago  Daily  Times; 
farther,  that  he  was  not  responsible  for  the  in- 
quiry, and  was  merely  there  because  the  Com- 
mittee had  invited  him. 

••The  Committee  regret  that  they  cannot 
agree  with  him.  In  their  opinion,  no  reason- 
able man  can  read  the  speech  without  drawing 
'the  inference  that  the  speaker  is  intending 
a  chaise  of  corruption.  The  efiect  of  the  pre- 
liminary disclaimer  is  merely  to  put  the 
charges  in  the  form  of  innuendo  instead  of 
direct  statement,  and  to  serve  as  a  loophole  to 
escape  the  responsibility  of  having  to  prove 
them.  There  was  ample  evidence  before  the 
•Committee  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  in- 
ference was  drawn,  and*  that  Mr.  Bcobie  Mac- 
Jcenzie  knew  it  and  countenanced  it. 

"  They  are  further  of  opinion  that  charges  of 
corruption,  if  made  at  all,  should  be  made 
plainly  and  specifically  instead  of  by  innuendo 
and  suggestion,  and  that  the  person  who  makes 
them  should,  when  challenged,  either  prove 
them  or  withdraw  them.  Mr  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie has  done  neither." 

Sir,  the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa 
xefiBrred  to  the  offer  to  sell  made  by  the  owner 
-of  the  Hatuma  Estate  to  the  Land  Purchase 
Board — ^rather  a  peculiar  offer.  Let  me  give 
a  parallel  case.  A  large  estate  in  the  Marl- 
t>orough  Provincial  District  was  offered  to  the 
Z^and  Purchase  Board  on  the  following  con- 
ditions. The  owner  was  approached  by  the 
liand  Purchase  Bosjrd,  and  expressed  his  wil- 
lingness to  sell  on  the  following  conditions  : 
•*  Gentlemen,  this  is  my  balance-sheet  for  the 
year.  My  receipts  are  in  excess  of  my  expendi- 
ture by  so  much.  Now,  I  want  you  to  give  me 
jb  sum  of  money  for  the  estate  which,  if  put  out 
to  interest  at  3)  per  cent.,  will  give  me  an  an- 
nxtal  income  equal  to  the  excess  of  receipts  over 
expenditure."    When  asked  by  the  Xiand  Pur- 


chase Board  why  he  wanted  a  sum  bearing 
interest  at  3}  per  cent.,  he  replied  that  the 
value  of  money  in  the  course  of  a  few  years 
would  be  down  as  low  as  3}  per  cent.  But  the 
Land  Purchase  Board,  instead  of  accepting 
that  gentleman's  offer,  stated,  *'  Look  at  the 
condition  of  your  estate  ;  see  the  -condition  of 
the  fences  and  gates,  how  they  have  been  neg- 
lected. The  cottages  your  men  are  living  in  are 
'indeed  of  a  wretched  description.  You  spend 
a  couple  of  thousand  a  year  in  improving  the 
estate,  and  then  your  income  will  be  much 
less  than  it  is  at  the  present  time."  Now, 
that  is  precisely  the  rebutting  argument  ad- 
duced by  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Stevens 
this  evening,  and  mine  is  a  continuation  of 
his  argument.  Again,  the  honourable  member 
for  Wairarapa  stated  that  there  were  excepr 
tional  circumstances  which  led  to  the  succoess- 
f ul  siUe  of  stock  at  Waikakahi  and  Starborough. 
He  is  quite  right  there;  I  admit  that.  But 
the  honourable  gentlemau  knows  well  that  in 
1893,  when  the  sale  of  stock  took  place  at 
Cheviot,  there  were  no  such  exceptional  cir- 
cumstances, and  yet  the  stock  sold  remark- 
ably well,  and  the  competition  was  very  keen. 
People  came  from  the  north,  south,  east,  and 
west  to  purchase.  I  have  never  known  any 
estate  acquired  by  the  Government  when  the 
clearing  sale  did  not  command  good  market 
prices,  for  one  reason  :  that  settlers  going  on  to 
the  estate  require  stock,  and  when  the  outside 
public  come  to  compete  the  fesult  is  the  en- 
hanced values  above  the  market  values.  Siri 
the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Duthie),  when  speaking  this  evening,  ex- 
pressed himself  as  strongly  opposed  to  the  land- 
for-settlements  scheme.  I  recognise  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  consistent,  and,  of 
course,  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  him.  He 
has  as  much  right  to  enjoy  his  opinion  as  the 
most  ardent  supporter  of  the  land-for-settle- 
ments  scheme.  In  a  speech  delivered  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  the  Choral  Hall  in 
Wellington,  on  the  4th  March  last,  he  stated 
distinctly  that  if  the  Opposition  came  into 
power  there  must  be  finality  to  the  purchase  of 
private  estates. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — That  is  not  what  he 
said. 

Mr.  MEREDITH.—Is  it  not  ?  Well,  then, 
I  refer  the  honourable  gentleman  to  a  Prese 
telegram  that  appeared  in  the  Christchurch 
Press  and  the  Lyttelton  Times  for  corrobora- 
tion of  what  I  say.  Of  course,  I  am  not 
responsible  for  any  inaccuracy  in  that  report. 
I  have  also  read  the  speech  referred  to,  given  by 
the  honourable  gentleman,  as  reported  in  the 
Wellington  Evening  Post  at  the  time,  and  I 
find  that  his  remarks  were  tantamount  to  what 
was  stated  in  the  telegram,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  expressed  himself  this  evening 
in  exactly  the  same  language.  He  says  he  is 
absolutely  opposed  to  the  spirit  and  the  letter 
of  the  land-for-settlements  scheme.  Sir,  the 
member  for  Auckland  City  told  the  House 
that  nothing  had  been  done  for  the  Auckland 
Provincial  District  under  the  Land  for  Settle- 
ments Act ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman  waa 
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in  enor  in  making  that  Btatement.  He  should 
hayo  examined  a  return  placed  on  the  table  of 
this  HouBe  lasb  session  on  the  motion  of  the 
member  for  the  BuUer.  That  return  disoloses  the 
fact  that  the  Government  have  acquired  in  the 
Auckland  District  19,778  acres,  at  a  cost  of 
£50,782.  The  return  shows  that  the  operatioa 
of  the  LanoT  for  Settlements  Act  has  been  very 
evenly  carried  out  in  each  of  the  provincial 
districts  of  the  colony.  In  Ganterbuzy  we  have' 
no  Native  land,  and  no  Grown  land  to  settle 
our  people  on  since  the  contract  was  entered 
into  with  the  Midland  Railway  Gompany  in 
1685,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Act  our  province  would  have  been 
denuded  of  its  pcpulation.  The  young  men, 
instead  of  settling  upon  the  land,  would  have 
had  to  shoulder  their  swags  and  clear  out. 
The  member  for  Riccarton  knows  that  what 
I  state  is  correct,  and  that  gentleman,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  is  a  supporter  of  the  land-for- 
■etUements  policy  of  the  Qovemment.  Sir, 
the  member  for  Tuapeka  stated  that  the 
Waikakahi  Estate  had  been  purchased  at  an 
excessive  value— of  £86,000  over  its  market- 
yalue.  The  member  for  Dunedin  Gity  (Mr. 
Sligo)  also  expressed  himself  to  the  same 
effect.  Sir,  during  the  month  of  March  last 
I  spent  a  week  on  the  estate.  I  was  deter- 
mined, as  a  member  of  the  Ganterbnry  Land 
Board,  to  make  myself  acquainted  with  the 
estate,  so  that  I  might  have  some  knowledge 
x>f  the  country  *1  was  to  be  called  upon  to  as- 
sist in  administering.  The  estate  is  situate  in 
South  Ganterbury.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north 
by  the  Waihao  River  and  on  the  south  by  the 
Waitaki  River.  On  the  east  it  is  bounded  by 
the  sea,  and  it  runs  inland  for  twenty  miles. 
It  consists  of  48,000  acres,  for  which  the  Go- 
vernment paid  £6  15s.  an  acre,  or  a  total  of 
£822,852.  It  was  divided  into  140  farms,  for 
which  there  were  8,242  applications  by  800 
applicants;  so  that  660  persons  were  disap- 
pomted  in  obtaining  sections  on  that  estate. 
In  going  over  the  estate,  a  paddock  of  five 
hundred  acres  was  pointed  out  to  me  which 
yielded  80  bushels  of  wheat  to  the  acre 
when  the  paddock  was  last  under  crop. 
Another  paddock  adjacent  to  the  wheat  pad- 
dock was  said  to  have  yielded  as  much  as 
180  bushels  of  oats  to  the  acre.  Sir,  there  are 
thousands  of  acres  on  the  Waikakahi  Estate 
equal  in  quality  to  the  Willow  Bridge  land. 
Honourable  members  may  he  aware  that  in 
June  of  last  year  the  Willow  Bridge  Estate,  of 
800  acres,  belonging  to  Studholme  Brothers, 
was  offered  for  Eale  under  the  auctioneer's 
hammer,  and  realised  as  high  as  £33  10s.  an 
acre.  1  was  present  at  the  sale.  I  repeat, 
Sir,  there  are  on  the  Waikakahi  Estate  thou- 
sands of  acres  of  land  similar  to  that  of  the 
Willow  Bridge  Estate.  Then,  the  estate  is 
intersected  by  macadamised  roads,  and  the 
fences,  gates,  and  outbuildings  are  all  in  the 
very  pink  of  perfection.  No  money  had  been 
■pared  in  making  improvements— it  is  snp- 
"jfiitd  by  water- races  from  the  Waitaki  River. 
The  Ghristohnrch  -  Dunedin  Railway  runs 
ikkxongh  the  estate,  and  theie  are  two  rail- 
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way-stations  on  it.  Within  two  miles  of  fha 
estate  in  another  direotion,  is  the.Walmate  Pan 
Railway,  and  two  of  the  best  wheat-matkeis 
in  New  Zealand  are  at  a  convenient  disteaoe-^ 
Timaru,  thirty-five  miles,  and  Oam&ru  twenty- 
five  miles.  In  my  opinion,  there  is  a  great 
future  before  this  estate.  Those  who  applied 
for  the  land  were  small  farmers,  farmers*  eoos, 
croppers,  and  contractors,  and  one  of  the  most 
pleasing  features  during  the  inquiries  made  bj 
the  Ganterbury  Land  Board  as  to  the  qualifioa- 
tions  of  the  applicants  was  the  thrift  that  was 
shown  on  the  part  of  the  young  men  of  the 
colony.  It  was  my  duty  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  to  look  at  the  bfuik-books  of  the  appli- 
cants, which  gave  an  ocular  demonstration  ef 
their  pocuniary  position,  and  it  was  not  an  an- 
common  thing  for  a  young  man  to  have  £100  to 
his  credit,  and  even  £800  or  £400,  and  in  some 
oases  as  much  as  £1,500.  This  is  the  oUiss  of 
settlers,  with  a  thorough  acquaintance  with 
farm  operations,  and  with  a  fair  amount  of 
capital ;  and,  with  all  these  facts  before  us,  I 
venture  to  say  the  prospeots  of  Waikakahi  am 
very  good  indeed.  Sir,  every  unbiassed  {Mr- 
son  who  has  had  the  opportunity  of  visiting 
Cheviot  has  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
an  assured  success,  and  I  venture  to  say  that 
Waikakahi  will  prove  even  a  greater  saooe» 
than  Gheviot.  These  facts  will  show  to  mem- 
bers of  the  House  that  the  statements  made 
this  evening  by  the  member  for  Dunedin  City 
(Mr.  Sligo)  and  others,  as  to  the  excessive  prioe 
paid  for  Waikakahi,  have  no  foundation  what- 
ever in  fact.  Sir,  as  to  the  aoquisition  ol 
6state9i  the  impression  that  might  be  made 
upon  the  minds  of  members  by  the  remarks  of 
the  member  for  Patea  is  that  the  Land  Par- 
chase  Board  approach  the  owners  of  estates  so 
as  to  produce  a  feeling  of  terrorism.  Nothing 
of  the  kind.  I  had  an  interview  with  the 
owner  oE  the  Waikakahi  Estate,  and  that  gentle- 
man stated  to  me  that  he  was  satisfied  wiA 
the  price.  At  the  s^me  time  he  stated  the 
Government  had  got  a  bargain.  Well,  thcBr 
if  the  vendor  and  the  purchaser  both  agree 
where  is  the  injustice,  where  is  the  violenoe, 
where  is  the  wrong  ? 
.-Q  Mr.  LANG  (Waikato).— Sir.  the 
*  honourable  member  for  Ashley,  who 
has  just  spoken,  read  a  certain  portion  of 
the  report  of  the  Waste  Lands  Gonunitteeec 
the  Pomabaka  Estate  purchase.  Any  one 
reading  only  that  extract  would  think  the 
Gommittee  were  unanimous  in  their  opinioa 
as  to  what  took  place ;  but  I  might  point  eat 
that  this  is  not  the  case,  and  I  will  draw  the 
attention  of  honourable  members  to  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Sir  Robert  Stoat.  It  is  as 
follows : — 

.  '*  The  Hon.  Sir  Robert  Stout  moved  to  inwit 
the  following  paragraph  after  the  words*  was  a 
fair  price' :  '  The  only  witnesses  who  were  sol 
in  some  way  implicated  or  eoimeoted  with  the 
purchase  of  the  estate,  who  spoke  of  valBC, 
were  Mr.  U.  Gameron,  a  farmer  at  Waitahaaar 
who  visited  the  land  once,  and  Mr.  W.  StevoD- 
SOD,  who  has  been  for  some  years  manager  of 
I  the  Wairuna  Station,  adjoining  Pomahaka.*" 


]099*j 


Land  for 


[H0U8B.] 


SettlemBfiU  Bill, 


623 


And  then,  Sir,  on  page  2,  speaking  of  the  wit- 
neflses,  it  xeacU :— - 

*'One,  the  Inspector  of  the  Union  Bank, 
■poke  of  value  for  lending  rather  than  pur- 
okasing  parposes,  and,  while  stating  that  the 
bank  oalled  up  an  advance  of  between  £8,000 
and  £9,000  on  the  security  of  the  property, 
gave  as  his  chief  reason  that  it  was  nob  a  bank- 
ing security.  The  other  witness,  Mr.  Steven- 
son, said  the  land  was  worth  between  £1  and 
m  10s.  per  acre." 

These  are  the  only  witnesses  that  were  not 
in  some  way  or  another  interested  in  the  estate. 
Now,  I  do  not  think  the  member  for  Ashley  for 
one  moment  would  try  to  persuade  the  House 
that  the  Pomahaka  purchase  was  wise  and 
proper.  We  have  it  on  the  evidence  of  a  dis- 
interested witness  that  its  value  was  only  from 
£1  to  £1 10s.  an  acre,  and  yet  it  was  sold  to 
the  Government  for  £2  lOe. ;  also,  that  the 
bank  did  not  think  it  sufficient  seourity  for 
between  £8,000  and  £9,000,  and  yet  the  Go- 
iremment  paid  £18,000  for  it.  It  is  not  my 
intention  to  deal  longer  with  the  subject,  and 
I  only  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the 
member  for  Ashley. 

An  Hon.  BAbkbeb. — What  did  the  other  wit- 
nesses say  it  was  worth  ? 

Mr.  LAKG. — The  other  witnesses  were  all 
interested  witnesses. 
An  Hon.  Membeb. — The  highest  was  £3  10s. 
An  Hon.  Membkb. — No. 
Mr.   LANG.— The    fact   remains    that    the 
bank  called  in  the  £8,000  on  the  property,  and 
the  owner  could  not  get  the  money  elsewhere. 
That  came  out  in  evidence.    A  purchaser  at 
£8,000  could  not  be  got  until  the  Government 
stepped  in  and  gave  £18,000.     There  is  no 
getting  away  from  it.    I  have  always  opposed 
the  Government  land- for  settlements  scheme 
from  the  very  first.    I  do  not  inteod  this  even- 
ing to  go  into  the  question  fully,  but  I  will  give 
two  reasons  why  I  oppose  it.    First,  I  think  it 
is  altogether  wrong  to  squander  money  in  buy- 
ing land  that  is  already  b«ing  worked,  employ- 
ing labour,  and  paying  taxes,  when  we  have 
m&lions   of   acres  lying   idle.     In   my  own 
electorate  there  is  a  quantity  of  really  first- 
olass   land   that   is   at   present    lying   quite 
nnased — no  less  than  390,000  acres  of  agri- 
cultural    and   first-class    grazing  land.     My 
Becond    reason    for    opposing    the    land-for- 
settlements  scheme  is  that  it  has  prevented 
a  large  number  of  the  very  best  kind  of  settlers 
from  coming  to  our  shores.     I  refer  to  men 
with  capital,  who  would  employ  labour.    It  is 
not  likely  that  men  of  capital  will  be  induced 
to  oome  to  New  Zealand  and  make  their  home 
.h^ra  when  they  may  be  liable  at  any  time  to 
have  their  properties  confiscated.     Now,  Sir, 
when  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  was  first 
introduced  it  was  with  the  idea  of  bursting  up 
the  large  estates,  and  many  people  prophesied 
at  that  time  that,  although  the  Government 
were  going  to  make  a  start  with  the  large 
estates,  they  would  very  soon  come  down  to  the 
ttaall  ones  also.     Well,  I  do  not  think  that 
eTen  those  who  prophesied  in  that  way  ever 
thought  that  that  would  oome  about  so  rapidly 


^as  it  has.  Here  is  that  prediction  verified  in 
the  Bill  we  have  now  before  us,  by  which  the 
Government  ask  for  povrer  to  take  100  acres 
within  five  miles  of  the  boundary  of  a  borough 
or  town  district.  Sir,  according  to  the  old  Act 
the  owner  of  the  property  could  retain  1,000 
acres  if  of  first-class  land,  2,000  acres  if  of 
seoond-class  land,  or  5,000  acres  if  of  third- 
class  land ;  but  under  the  Bill  now  before 
us  the  owner  of  the  property  within  the  five- 
miles  radius  can  only  retain  five  acres.  Now, 
speaking  of  clause  5,  what  is  the  compensation 
that  is  to  be  paid  ?  Only  the  fair  actual 
market-value  of  the  land.  Now,  how  are  we  to 
arrive  at  the  fair  market-value  of  the  land? 
The  market-value  of  a  farm  is  what  it  will 
bring  in.  Any  one  who  has  had  anything  to  do 
with  farming  will  know  that  in  times  of  depres- 
sion it  will  be  very  little.  How,  then,  are  you 
to  arrive  at  the  fair  market-value  of  the  land  ? 
Supposing  a  man  has  been  working  his  land 
for  a  period  of  twenty- five  years,  and  a  time  of 
depression  comes  along,  is  it  fair  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  be  ailowed  to  buy  ^that  land 
at  what  is  called  the  market-value  for  the  time 
being,  when  perhaps  in  a  year  or  two  it  may 
increase  very  much  in  value  owing  to  a  rise  in  the 
values  of  produce  ?  With  regard  to  the  five-mile 
limit,  outside  the  boundary  of  the  borough  or 
town  district,  we  know  that  in  many  parts  of 
the  colony  they  might  as  well  leave  the  five- 
mile  limit  out  altogether  and  make  it  univeml. 
The  honourable  member  for  Patea  has  pointed 
out  that  in  many  parts  of  the  colony  the  town 
districts  are  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  miles 
apart.  Therefore,  the  whole  of  that  counttj 
will  virtually  be  brought  under  the  operation  of 
this  measure.  Now,  the  honourable  member  for 
Cbristchurch  City  (Mr.  Lewis)  read  an  extract 
from  Hansard  of  two  years  ago  showing  what 
was  the  opinion  of  the  Premier  then  on  this 
question  of  taking  land  in  small  quantities  from 
settlers,  but  I  intend  to  quote  a  much  later 
statement  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
than  that.  This  statement  was  made  at  Te 
Awamutu  only  two  months  ago.  A  deputa- 
tion  waited  on  the  Premier  there  from  the 
Liberal  and  Labour  League,  and  these  gentle- 
men wished  to  get  the  Government  to  cut  up 
some  land  that  was  near  Te  Awamutu  for 
settlement  purposes.  In  reply  to  that  deputa- 
tion the  Premier  said, — 

"  He  would  not  be  a  party  to  interfering  with 
private  property.  If  the  proprietors  were  open 
to  sell,  he  would  consider  the  mattor,  but 
otherwise  bo  would  not  interfere." 

That  was  only  two  months  ago,  and  yet  now 
the  Premier  brings  down  a  Bill  which  will  in- 
terfere not  only  with  this  property,  but  with 
many  similar  ones.  According  to  this  Bill,  if 
a  settler  has  150  acres  within  five  miles  of  the 
boundary  of  a  borough  or  town  district,  and  is 
just  making  a  living  out  of  that  property,  there 
is  nothing  to  ^ reveot  the  Government  stepping 
in  and  taking  the  half  of  it.  How  is  the  man 
to  make  a  living  out  of  the  other  half  ?  It  is 
really  useless  to  him,  and  the  Government  will 
simply  be  depriving  the  man  of  his  living.  As 
far  as  workmen's  homes  are  concerned,  I  think 
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ihey  BhotUd  be  provided  for  by  the  local  bodiee, 
and,  while  spekking  on  this  Hubjecfe,  I  would 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  this 
fMt:  Six  years  ago  they  made  a  great  boast 
of  their  intention  to  bring  in  a  Local  Go- 
vernment Bill  to  deal  with  these  matters. 
Why  have  they  not  carried  oat  that  promise  ? 
This  was  a  qnestion  that  was  supposed  to  be 
engaging  their  attention,  and  when  I  came 
here  first  the  Premier  said  it  was  ooe  of  the 
matters  he  intended  to  take  in  hand  at  once. 
l*hat  was  six  years  ago,  and  honourable  mem- 
bers know  what  steps  he  has  taken  since  then 
to  deal  with  the  matter.  As  far  as  workmen's 
homes  were  concerned,  I  would  willingly  sup- 
port a  sum  being  placed  on  the  estimates  for 
the  erection  of  such  homes  and  for  the  pur- 
chasing of  land,  providing  that  it  was  left  to 
the  control  of  the  local  authorities,  but  not 
as' part  of  the  land-for-settlements  scheme.  I 
mamtain  there  is  plenty  of  land  in  the  colony 
v?hich  can  be  bought  without  being  taken  com- 
pnlsorily— that  is  to  say,  if  the  Government 
are  willing  to  give  a  fair  price.  If  the 
Government  are  not  willing  to  give  a  fair 
price,  I  say  they  have  no  right  to  take  the 
land  by  force,  and  under  the  market- value. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Invercargill). — As  one  who  has 
supported  consistently  the  whole  land  legin- 
lation  of  the  Government,  I  hope  this  Bill  will 
be  so  amended  in  Committee  as  will  enable 
me  to  give  it  my  support.  So  far  as  I  can  see 
at  the  present  time,  clauses  5  and  6  will  operate 
very  much  in  the  direstion  indicated  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Masterton,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  a  very  dangerous  proposal  is  con- 
tained in  clause  5,  where  it  is  laid  down  that 
only  the  fair  market-value  of  the  land  shall  be 
paid.  Take,  for  instance,  a  case  like  that  of 
l£asterton.  In  that  locality  I  believe,  there  is 
springing  up  a  valuable  industry  of  grape-grow- 
ing. Supposing  a  settler  chere  had  100  acres  of 
land  under  grapes,  according  to  this  clause  only 
the  fair  market-value  of  the  land  would  be 
given.  Now,  in  all  probability,  the  owner  of 
the  land  finds  remunerative  employment  for 
himself  and  his  family  on  that  100  acres,  and 
surely  it  is  only  just,  if  the  State  takes  such 
land  for  closer  settlement,  that  the  owner  ought 
to  be  allowed  something  for  the  loss  of  employ- 
ment to  himself  and  family.  Then,  a  man 
may  own  100  acres,  and  by  taking  away  a 
portion  of  his  land  the  remaining  part  of  his 
property  would  become  depreciated  in  value 
through  severance.  This  was  a  question  which, 
I  thiiJc,  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
in  the  taking  of  land.  The  honourable  member 
for  Wallace,  in  speaking  upon  this  subject, 
mentioned  a  piece  of  land  near  Invercargill 
belonging  to  the  trustees  in  the  estate  of  Mr. 
J.  T.  Thompson.  Whila  there  is  a  gene  red  feel- 
ing all  over  the  distriot  in  favour  of  the  closer 
settlement  of  this  land,  T,  for  one,  would  cer- 
tainly not  be  responsible  for  advising  any 
Minister  of  Lands  to  take  possession  of  that 
property;  and  for  this  reason:  I  believe  the 
land  is  very  much  like  the  Otahu  Estate,  unfit 
for  the  purpose  of  dose  settlement.  It  is 
cold,  bleak  land ;  and,  at  the  money  that  would 
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be  required  to  purchase  it,  I  am  afraid  very  few 
workmen  could  afford  to  take  up  sections  and 
make  a  living  off  them  in  this  locality.  This 
shows  the  great  care  that  should  be  ezateisad 
in  the  purchase  of  land  for  dose  settlement  or 
for  worlmien's  homes.  The  member  for  Cavsr- 
sham  said  the  purchase  of  land  for  workmen^ 
homes  would  benefit  the  lower  strata  of  society. 
So  far  as  I  can  see,  it  is  a  difficult  matter  ts 
benefit  the  particular  class  alluded  to  by  the 
honourable  member.  How  is  it  posabie  to 
benefit  them  when  they  can  rarely  find  eoffi- 
cient  capital  to  get  land  or  a  home  of  their 
own  ?  If  they  have  no  capital,  and  are  given 
a  house  to  live  in,  on  land  purchased  by  the 
State,  thev  will  become  simply  tenants  of  the 
State,  ana,  I  understand,  that  is  not  the  in- 
tention  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  MORRISON.— I  was  discussing  the  in- 
termittent worker. 

Mr.  EELLY.—I  am  afraid  the  intermittent 
worker  will  find  a  difficulty  in  getting  suffidsnt 
money  to  enable  him  to  become  the  owner  of  a 
home  under  this  measure.    I  think,  if  the  Go> 
vemment.  goes  in  for  land  for  working-men*! 
homes,  it  will  be  found  that  the  workmen  who 
will  take  advantage  of  such  opportunities  will 
be  those  who  are  in  fairly  constant  employmeDt. 
That  will  be  found  to  be  the  case,  and  not  the 
class  of  people  whom  the  honourable  member 
for  Gaversham  expects  to  benefit.    I  am  afnid 
it  will  not  be  the  poorer  classes  who  will  bene- 
fit from  the  operations  of  this  Bill.    I  agrse 
with  those  who  say  that  this  is  more  partiea* 
larly  the  duty  of  the  local  bodies  than  tne  duty 
of  the  General  Government.    I  am  afraid  the 
working-men  of  this  colony  are  beginning  to 
look  far  too  much  to  the  Government  for  evei^ 
thing,  and  I  do  not  know  where  on  earth  it 
is  going   to  end.     The  honourable   member 
for  Avon,  when  he  spoke  upon  the  sdbjeolt 
condemned  such  a  proposal,  stating  that  local 
bodies  as  at  present  constituted  were  entirely 
unfit  for  the  work.     That,   I  think,  casts  a 
reflection  somewhat  unfairly  upon  the  local 
bodies,  and  for  this  reason :  It  will  be  within 
the  reooUection  of  honourablo  gentlemen  that 
last  year  we  passed  a  Municipal  FranehiM 
Bill,  which  conferred  a  vote  upon  every  house- 
holder in  the  cities  and  boronghs,  and  we  then 
heard  on  the  floor  of  this  House  the  Premier, 
and  a  great  number  of  his  supporters,  boastiaf 
of  the  great  reforms  that  were  going  to  to 
brought    about    by  the  municipal    franehiia 
There  were  to  be  new  Councils,  and  everythiag 
was  to  go  on  swimmingly  and  smoothly  for  the 
working-man.    But  what  has  been  the  result? 
Up  to  the  present  time  it  has  almost  bett  a 
complete  failure,  and  I  think  the  honouraUo 
member's  remark  casts  a  reflection  upon  ftto 
local  bodies  not  altogether  deserved.    Then  is 
one  important  point  in  connection  with  lead 
for  settlement  that  I  think  this  House  vill 
have  to  bring  itself  to  adopt  —  that  no  nego- 
tiations for  the  purchase  of  land  for  settlemsBk 
shall  be  completed  until  the  proposals  havt 
been  laid  before  this  House.    When  the  Laai 
for   Settlements     Bill   was  first   intxodooidt 
I  freely  admit   having    voted    against 
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a  proposal.  I  believed  at  that  time— for  I 
was  then  young  and  innocent,  that  everything 
would  be  done  that  was  fair  and  above-board. 
1  do  not  for  a  moment  say  that  anything  has 
been  done  that  is  partionlarly  crooked;  but 
there  ie  no  gainsaying  the  fact  that  estates 
have  been  purchased  by  the  Board  that  never 
would  have  been  purchased  had  the  matter 
come  before  Parliament  for  ratification.  That 
I  say  without  fear  of  contradiction,  and  I  need 
only  refer  to  one  or  two  instances  in  the  South 
to  prove  it.  In  the  future,  if  any  such  proposal 
ifl  made  with  regard  to  this  Bill,  or  any  general 
Iiand  for  Settlements  Bill,  I  shall  certainly 
support  it,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  every  member 
of  the  House  should  have  a  full  share  of 
responsibility  cast  upon  him  in  connection 
with  these  purchases.  I  hope  the  amendments 
that  have  been  indicated  in  clauses  5  and  6 
will  bo  carried  when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee, 
otherwise  I  shall  be  compelled  to  vote  against 
it  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  McGUIBE  (Hawera).— I  think.  Sir,  this 
Bill  is  unnecessary,  as  sufficient  power  is  given 
under  the  original  Act  and  the  Amendment  Act 
of  1897.  I  am,  therefore,  rather  surprised  at 
the  Qovermnent  bringing  in  this  Bill,  unless  it 
be  for  electioneering  purposes.  At  one  time  it 
was  the  desire  of  the  Government  to  cause  a 
conflict  between  the  small  holder  of  land  as 
against  the  large ;  but  that  game  has  ended, 
as  tiie  small  and  lai^e  farmers  have  discovered 
that  their  interests  are  identical.  But,  having 
failed  in  one  direction,  the  Government  have 
turned  their  attention  in  another  direction — 
that  ia^  between  workmen  in  a  borough  and 
settlers  within  five  miles  of  a  borough  or  town 
district.  This  Bill,  if  passed,  will,  I  assure 
you,  Sir,  cause  an  uneasy  feeling,  and  affect 
nearly  every  small  settler  between  Patea  and 
New  Plymouth,  because  there  are  so  many 
boroughs  and  town  districts  on  the  west  coast 
of  the  North  Island  that,  in  my  opinion,  the 
efiect  would  be  serious  if  the  Act  was  brought 
into  active  operation.  There  are  thousands  of 
industrious  men  who  are  making  a  comfort- 
able living  out  of  their  fifty  or  a  hundred 
acres  who  would  suffer  greatly  if  they  were 
deprived  of  bX\  their  land  at  the  fair  actual 
xnarket- value,  leaving  them  only  five  acres,  as 
provided  by  this  Bill*  As  to  the  question  of 
Talue,  we  all  know  that  sometimes  the  market- 
Talue  of  land  is  much  lower  than  at  other  times. 
This  is  due  to  the  prices  which  are  being  re- 
ceived at  particular  times  for  produce.  When 
the  prices  for  produce  are  very  low  the  price 
of  land  falls  accordingly,  and  it  would  be 
Teiy  detrimental  to  a  man  with  a  wife  and 
a  family,  who  had  determined  to  make  a 
living  from  the  soil,  to  be  deprived  of  his  land 
when  the  price  had  fallen.  'Then,  if  a  man 
bad  highly  improved  his  land,  is  it  to  be  com- 
putsorily  taken  from  him  by  a  Court  provided 
under  the  Act  ?  There  is  nothing  in  the  Act 
to  show  what  compensation  he  is  to  receive 
lor  his  improvements,  house,  plantations,  tt 
cetera.  Then  we  have  the  retrospective  legis- 
lation. Clause  4  says,  "  In  order  to  remove 
technical  diffionlties  in  the  disposal  of  claims 
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for  compensation,  whether  now  pending  or 
hereafter  arising."  I  understand  there  is  a 
case  pending  now,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  just  or  honest  to  pass  retrospec- 
tive legislation  that  would  be  prejudicial  to 
the  party  concerned  in  this  case.  I  do  not 
think  the  settlement  that  has  taken  place  under 
the  Land  for  Settlements  Act  has  been  on  the 
whole  successful.  I  think  it  would  be  far 
better  for  the  small  handful  of  people  in  this 
colony  to  settle  the  Crown  and  Native  lands 
before  the  purchase  of  improved  estates  is 
entered  upon.  We  are  now  cutting  up  these 
estates,  which  formerly  paid  rates  and  taxes, 
while  there  are  millions  of  acres  of  land  that 
are  paying  no  taxation  whatever.  Surely  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  State  to  settle  the  Crown  and 
Native  lands  in  the  first  place,  and  the  young 
people  of  the  colony  nowadays  should  be  as 
courageous  as  those  who  emigrated  to  this 
country.  The  early  settlers,  who  travelled 
thousands  of  miles  to  make  homes  for  them- 
selves here,  were  not  afraid  to  attack  the  virgin 
forest  or  prairie,  and  in  many  oases  their 
efforts  have  been  successful.  We  are  told  it 
would  be  a  hardship  for  young  men  to  come 
from  Canterbury  to  the  North  Island  in  order  to 
settle  on  the  land,  but  I  fail  to  see  the  hardship 
in  young  people  coming  merely  to  the  North 
Island  from  the  South  to  settle  on  land  that,  I 
feel  certain,  would  be  of  such  a  productive  cha- 
racter as  to  considerably  better  their  condition. 
Population  and  other  matters  arising  out  of  the 
settlement  of  the  Crown  lands  would  right 
themselves  hereafter.  When  we  ]^ad  settled 
our  Crown  and  Native  lands,  then  would  come 
the  time  to  resettle  these  large  estates.  I  assure 
honourable  members  there  is  no  man  in  this 
country  who  would  be  more  anxious  to  see  that 
done,  when  the  time  arrived,  than  myself ;  be- 
cause every  one  in  this  country,  in  my  opinion, 
has  a  right  to  a  piece  of  land  if  he  is  able  to 
cultivate  it,  or  can  provide  the  means  to  have 
it  cultivated  and  improved.  And,  Sir,  I  would 
not  only  give  it  to  those  who  are  in  a  position 
to  occupy  it,  but  to  every  one  who  has  the 
means  to  take  it  up,  so  long  as  he  made  the 
necessary  improvements,  let  that  man  be  a 
Civil  servant,  tradesman,  or  merchant.  It  is 
to  the  advantage  of  this  country  that  we  should 
enable  the  people  to  settle  on  the  land,  so  long 
as  they  make  the  improvements  required  by 
the  State,  and  expend  the  necessary  amount 
of  money  upon  it.  All  these  men,  whether 
they  be  Civil  servants,  or  lawyers,  or  mer- 
chants, or  storekeepers,  or  whatever  profes* 
sion  or  business  they  may  follow,  should  have 
the  right  to  take  up  land,  if  not  for  themselves 
— they  may  not  require  it — but  for  the  benefit 
of  their  children,  who  may  be  anxious  here- 
after to  settle  on  a  piece  of  land.  People  who 
live  in  cities  and  boroughs  should  be  encouraged 
to  invest  their  savings  in  the  direction  indicated 
by  me.  This,  Sir,  is  a  Bill  which  should  never 
have  been  brought  before  this  House  in  its  pre* 
sent  form.  I  dare  say  it  is  a  legacy  left  to  the 
Premier  by  the  Minister  of  Lands,  who  has  gone 
Home.  This  is  one  of  the  Bills  he  told  tht 
Premier  he  must  pass,  in  order  to  do  honour  to 
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the  absent  Minister.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Pre- 
mier Ib  as  anxious  to  pass  this  measure  as 
another  gentleman  was  ready  to  act  on  a  tele- 
gram he  received  from  the  Premier  when  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  on  his  way  to 
the  Jubilee.  The  telegram  I  refer  to  was  sent 
from  Auckland.  We  all  know  what  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Lands  (Mr.  J.  MoEenzie)  is 
when  he  makes  up  his  mind  to  have  a 
thing  done,  and,  no  doubt,  great  pressure 
has  neen  brought  to  bear  on  the  Premier  to 
introduce  such  a  Bill  as  this.  We,  of  course, 
all  have  to  do  our  duty.  I,  for  instance,  have 
to  do  that  which  is  in  the  interest  of  the 
electors  in  my  district ;  but  their  wish  in  most 
matters  I  am  in  sympathy  with,  and  therefore 
my  work  is  a  pleasure.  We  are  all,  no  doubt, 
anxious  that  there  should  be  real  settlement ; 
but  have  we  had  real  settlement  during  the 
past  seven  or  eight  years?  There  has  been 
very  little  real  settlement,  and  the  adminis- 
tration is  also  very  bad.  Sir,  the  Government 
has  placed  men  on  the  land,  but  many  of  these 
men  have  not  remained,  and  few  have  become 
successful  settlers,  for  we  know  that,  as  fast  as 
they  have  been  put  on  at  one  end,  they  have 
run  off  at  the  other.  If  we  are  to  judge  the 
Government  by  the  number  of  failures  which 
have  taken  place,  they  have  succeeded  in  driving 
more  people  off  the  land  than  all  previous  Ad- 
ministrations ;  in  fact,  their  record  beats  the 
Irish  rack-renting  landlords  in  this  respect. 
11  80  ^°  ^^^  ^^  ^Sky  last,  when  the  Pre- 
'  mier  was  speaking  at  Hawera,  he 
drew  a  vivid  picture  of  the  Scotch  and  Irish 
tenant-farmers,  and  he  said  that  his  heart 
bled  for  them;  but  I  can  tell  the  Premier, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  tenant- 
farmers  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  are  in  a  more 
satisfactory  position  than  the  New  Zealand 
tenants  of  the  Crown.  His  remarks  on  that 
occasion  were  no  doubt  true  a  hundred  yecurs 
Ago,  but  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  present 
<$ondition  of  affairs  of  those  countries.  Every 
^ne  in  this  country  has  the  opportunity  of 
Jbeing  educated— thanks  to  previous  Govern- 
ments—and every  one  of  twenty  one  years  of 
age  has  a  vote.  We  do  not  want  land  in  this 
country,  but  we  want  people  to  put  on  the 
land.  There  is  an  enormous  quantity  of  land 
if  we  can  only  get  people  to  go  on  it.  It  has 
been  very  truly  said  by  the  member  for  Inver- 
cargill,  that,  if  we  are  to  continue  this  land- 
purohaising  business,  before  any  land  is  com- 
pulsorily  purchased  it  should  be  ratified  by  the 
House,  and  all  the  conditions  should  be  known. 
What  has  taken  place  in  connection  with  many 
of  these  purchases  should  not  he  repeated  in 
the  future.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  very  much, 
but,  as  far  as  land-purchase  is  concerned,  the 
Government  and  those  connected  with  it  have 
been  slightly  tarnished  by  some  of  the  past 
transactions  in  land,  on  account  of  the  way 
some  of  those  purchases  were  made.  However, 
I  do  not  want  to  go  into  the  particulars  with 
respect  to  Pomahaka,  Otahu,  or  other  pur- 
chases; but  the  House  must  prevent  similar 
transactions  taking  place  in  the  future.  It 
should  be  the  desire  of  the  Government  to  let 
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the  House  and  public  know  the  true  positloii 
of  things,  and  to  hide  nothing  from  honourable 
members.  The  Premier  is  in  the  position  of 
chairman  of  directors;  but  members  are  di- 
rectors, and  the  people  are  shareholden  in 
the  concern,  and  the  directors  have  a  right 
to  know  from  the  Premier  the  true  posi- 
tion of  affairs ;  and,  before  any  purchase  is 
made,  the  House  and  public  should  know 
whether  they  are  getting  value  for  the  money 
borrowed  in  the  London  market.  However,  at 
this  late  hour,  I  do  not  intend  to  go  into  the 
matter  as  fully  as  I  should  like,  but  I  will  take 
some  other  opportunity.  I  should  advise  the 
Premier  to  withdraw  this  Bill,  and  introduce 
fresh  legislation,  if  it  is  necessary,  on  equitable 
lines,  that  would  do  justice  to  every  section  in 
the  community.  It  would  bo  much  better  for 
the  House,  in  my  opinion,  to  relegate  the  pro- 
viding of  workmen's  homes  ana  workmen*! 
villages  to  the  local  bodies.  If  the  local  hodies 
were  provided  with  the  necessary  funds,  they 
could  carry  out  the  intention  of  this  Act  more 
satisfactorily  and  more  economically  than  this 
House  or  the  Government  can.  I  would,  there- 
fore, advise  the  Government  to  act  on  the  lioei 
I  am  indicating.  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
Brll,  as  introduced,  is  likely  to  do  a  great 
injustice  to  many  deserving  settlers,  and  will 
not  effsct  a  corresponding  amount  of  good, 
I  am  perfectly  certain  that  they  could  cany 
out  the  system  more  economically  than  ie  done 
at  the  present  time.  I  have  no  doubt  that  plan 
will  not  suit  the  right  honourable  gentleman; 
but,  if  he  was  acting  in  the  true  interests  of 
the  country,  that  is  what  he  ought  Jo  do- 
relegate  this  matter  altogether  to  the  local 
bodies.  They  would  carry  it  out  better  than 
this  House  can  carry  it  out ;  and,  as  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  I  assure  you  I  would  do  any- 
thing I  possibly  could  in  order  to  assist  work- 
ing-men in  getting  houses  and  land  suitaUa 
for  them,  and  in  convenient  places  to  their 
work.  Of  course,  I  expect  them  to  pay  a 
reasonable  rate  of  interest  on  the  amount  spent 
by  the  State,  and  if  the  Premier  moTed  in 
that  direction  I  should  always  be  happy  to  assist 
him. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Kaiapoij.— At  this  stage  of  the 
debate  I  do  not  intend  to  detain  tiie  HxmM 
very  long.  I  am  not  going  as  far  as  the 
honourable  member  who  last  spoke,  who 
offered  the  advice  to  the  Premier  to  take  the 
Bill  back  altogether,  although  I  recognise  that 
it  will  require  considerable  amendment  when 
going  through  Committee;  but  I  take  excep- 
tion to  some  remarks  made  by  the  Preniei 
when  speaking  on  the  secona  reading.  Hi 
tried  to  make  it  appear  to  the  House  and 
the  country  that  the  Opposition  were  alwajs 
opposed  to  the  land-for-setlement  system. 
He  said  that  those  who  were  opposed  to  the 
land-f or- settlement  legislation  when  it  was 
first  brought  in  had  been  oonvinced  that 
the^  were  wrong,  and  were  now  pledged  to 
maintain  and  support  the  Land  for  Settiementi 
Act.  Sir,  I  may  say  for  myself  that,  vhen 
legislation  of  this  description  was  first  brought 
before   the    House,  from  the  eaxliest   atiiei 


1899.] 


LandfcT 


[HOUSE.] 


Setllemenis  Bill, 


627 


I  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  Crown  shonld 
have   the  right  to  take  properties  where  the 
land  was   absolutely  required  for  settlement 
purposes,  and  where  large  estates  stood  in  the 
way  of  closer  settlement.    At  the  Fame  time,  I 
quite  sympathize  with  those  gentlemen  who 
have  large  tracts  of  Grown  and  Native  lands  in 
their  districts  that  are  unsettled,  and  I  think 
every  effort  ought  to  be  made  by  the  Minister 
of  Lands   to  settle  these  properties.     We  do 
recognise  in  Canterbury  that  there  has  been 
some  necessity  for  a  Land  for  Settlements  Act, 
and  that  the  Government  should  obtain  some 
of  the  larger  properties  down  there  for  closer 
settlement ;  and  I  am  quite  certain  that,  so  far 
as  Canterbury  members  are  concerned,  they 
have  always    been    prepared   to   assist    in   a 
fair  way  in  this  direction.    But,  Sir,  wo  have 
recognised  that  land  should  only  be  taken  on 
A   lair   basis,  and  that  no    injustice    should 
be  done  to  the  owners  of  those    properties. 
Whilst  anxious  to  see   closer  settlement,  we 
are  anxious  to  Eee  even-banded  justice  done 
4o  those  who  have  to  part  with  their  lands  for 
t^s  purpose.    I  notice  that  the  Premier  also 
«tatea  that,  so  far  as  clause  6  was  concerned, 
it  was  not  to  be  retroactive  in  its  operation. 
Yet  an  honourable  gentleman  who  always  sup- 
ports the  Government  stated  that  it  was  to 
apply  to  a  particular  estate  in  the  Napier  dis- 
iriot — I  allude  to  the  estate  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashley.    He  apparently 
is  under  the  impression  that  this  clause  is  in- 
serted in   the  Bill  in  order  to  apply  to  this 
particular  estate  which  the  Government  have 
been  endeavouring  to  get  under  the  compul- 
sory clauses  of  the  Act  that  is  at  present  in 
operation.    I  have  always  been  of  the  opinion, 
and  have  frequently  stated,  that  it  is  wrong 
for  this  House  to  pass  retroactive  legislation  ; 
and,  whatever  the  results  of  the  efforts  of  the 
Government  may  be  in  reference  to  this  par- 
tionlar  estate,  I  hope  that  this  clause  is  not 
intended  to  be  retroactive  in  its  application, 
and  that  tbe  statement  made  by  tbe  Premier 
is  the  correct  view  to  take  of  this  particular 
clause.    Now,  Sir,  one  of  the  main  objections 
I  see  in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  estates 
for  closer  settlement  is  the  very  great  danger 
of  having  to  go  outside  the  colony  to  find  the 
money.    Of  course,  we  have  a  great  cry  raised 
of  the  absentee  landlords,  yet  I  am  afraid  we 
are  going  in  the  direction  of  creating  one  of  the 
largest  absentee  landlords  in  connection  with 
the  land  of  the  colony.    We  are  inducing  the 
Government,  or  the   Government  are   tfJcing 
powers  to  become,  as  it  were,  middlemen  for 
the  holders  of  our  lands  in  other  countries.    I 
think  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  have,  in  a 
way,  to  part  with  the  freehold  of  these  pro- 
perties by  going  to  the  London  money-lender 
tor    the    funds  required   to   purchase   estates 
under  tbe  Land  for  Settlements  Act.     Sir,  I 
believe  that,  in  piace  of  having  the  bulk  of 
these  lands  let  on  the  perpetual- lease  system, 
if  we  were  to  allow  those  who  take  them  up 
to  pay  off  the  capital  value,  then  you  would 
not  have  to  go  outside  the  colony  so  much  in 
order  to  obtain  money  to  purchase  other  estates 


which  it  might  be  deemed  desirable  to  pur- 
chase for  close  settlement.    While  settling  the 
lands   under   the    present  system,  you    must 
expect  to  be  draining  the  country  of  money 
necessary  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  money 
borrowed.    By  this  means,  I  say,  the  Govern- 
ment are  simply  becoming  agents  for  the  land- 
owners in  the  Mother-country  ;  and  if  we  could 
have  some  different  system,  so  that  we  might 
prevent  this — so  that  the  capital  value  might 
be  paid  off,  and  this  money  used  again  for  th^ 
purchase  of  estates — I  think  it  would  be  much 
better  indeed  for  the  colony.    That  is  one  of 
the  great  objections  I  have  to  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Act.    Again,  so  far  as   the  work- 
men's   homes   are    concerned,    I    think    we 
should  allow   those    workers   who   may  take 
them  up  to  ultimately  become  the  owners  of 
their  homes,  either  under  the  deferred- pay- 
ment system  oe  some  such  system  as  obtains 
in  connection  with   building  societies,  where 
small  people  are  able  to  pay  a  few  shilling  a 
month,  which  does  not  amount  to  anything 
more  than  a  fair  rent,  and  in  a  few  years  to 
ultimately  clear  off  the  capital  value  of  their 
property.    A  simple  system  oC  that  sort,  I  think, 
would  be  very  advantageous  to  the  small  people, 
who  will  no  doubt  be  prepared  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  measure  if  it  is  placed  on  the 
statute-book.    But  I  really  believe,  so  far  as  this 
Bill  is  concerned — although  I  think  some  altera- 
tions will  have  to  be  made  before  I  can  sup- 
port its  third  reading— that  it  is  an  electione^r- 
mg  Bill  more  than  anything  else.    I  believe, 
between  now  and  tbe  general  elections,  there 
will  be  very  little  work  done,  and  it  will  be  very 
nice  to  have  a  Bill  of  this  kind  to  refer  to  as 
having  been  passed  by  the  Government  between 
now  and  the  general  election,  and  I  believe  that 
is  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  Bill  has  been 
brought  before  the  House.    I  am  clearly  of  the 
opinion  that,  if  the  Government  were  anxious 
to  get  land  for  settlement  in  the  vicinity  of 
Kaiapoi  or  Rangiora,  and  called  for  tenders  for 
suitable  properties,  they  would  have  an  abund- 
ance offered  without  any  need  of  compulsion. 
I  would  point  out  to  the  Premier  that,  under 
clause  6,  the  Government  are  taking  very  great 
powers  in  connection  with  this  Bill.    Take  a 
borough  like  Kaiapoi,  which  is  about  seven  or 
eight  miles  from  another  borough,  Hangiora. 
Well,  all  the  land  between  these  two  boroughs 
will  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  clause  6  of 
this  Bill.    It  is  true  there  is  a  restriction  as 
to   the  area   to  be   taken,  and  that  only   a 
hundred  acres   are   to   be  taken  in  any  one 
year  in  connection  with  the  borough  or  within 
five  miles  of  the  borough;   but  I  think  one 
hundred  acres  can  be  taken  within  the  borough, 
and  one  hundred  acres  within  five  miles  of 
the  boundary  of  the  borough ;   so  that,  be- 
tween Eaiapoi  and   Bangiorai   four   hundred 
acres  could  be  taken  in  one  year,  and  the  same 
between  Papanui    and  Kaiapoi,  and  on    the 
other  side  from  Christohuroh  to  Lyttelton,  so 
that,  right  from  Lyttelton  to  Rangiora,  a  very 
large  area  of    land  might  be  taken ;  in  fact, 
the  whole  of  it  will  be  within  the  provisions  of 
clause  6  of  this  Act.    And  I  think  we  ought 
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to  have  some  greater  Bafeguards  in  connection 
with  the  acquiring  of  land  in  a  district  of  this 
sort.  Clause  6  perhaps  gives  too  much  power 
to  the  Land  Purchase  Board.  So  far  as  clause 
6  is  concemedi  it,  too,  might  he  used  in  a  way 
that  would  deflJ  very  harshly  with  some  owners 
of  property.  It  is  possible  for  a  large  portion 
of  a  man's  property  to  be  taken  that  has  no 
improvements  on  it ;  and  if  only  the  fair  value 
of  the  land  for  the  portion  taken  is  paid,  and 
only  a  small  portion  is  left  to  the  owner,  and 
that  is  loaded  with  expensive  improvements,  it 
would  be  hard  on  the  owner  who  had  to  part 
with  his  property  for  close  settlement.  It  might 
mean  ruin  to  a  man  who  had  a  small  property 
left  on  his  hands  with  large  improvements  on 
it.  I  think,  then ,  something  more  than  the  value 
provided  for  under  clause  5  ought  to  be  given 
to  the  owner  of  a  property  under  such  circum- 
stances. One  or  two  other  matters  in  con- 
nection with  the  Bill  will  require  careful 
consideration  when  the  Bill  is  going  through 
Committee,  but  at  this  stage  of  the  debate  I  do 
not  intend  to  deal  with  them.  Unless  the  Bill 
is  materially  altered  in  going  through  Com- 
mittee, I  shall  do  my  best  to  have  it  thrown 
out  on  the  third  reading.  While  I  entirely 
sympathize  with  every  effort  tbat  is  made  to 
get  workmen's  homes  throughout  the  colony 
where  they  are  needed,  we  should  so  safeguard 
the  provisions  that  an  injustice  will  not  be 
done  to  other  settlers  who  might  be  jusj»  as 
deserving  as  the  working-people  of  the  colony. 
I  know,  if  this  Act  were  put  into  operation 
in  its  present  shape  in  the  district  which  I 
represent,  where  there  are  a  number  of  small 
farmers  immediately  surrounding  two  of  the 
boroughs,  it  might  cause  great  hardship, 
and  there  should  be  some  restriction  placed  on 
anything  of  that  sort.  I  was  rather  astonished 
at  the  reception  given  to  the  suggested  improve- 
ment by  the  member  for  Eden  in  connection 
with  the  workmen's  homes  in  his  particular 
district.  I  think  he  laid  a  very  fair  scheme 
before  the  House  and  before  Ministers,  and  I 
am  astonished  that  more  consideration  was  not 
given  to  the  suggestions.  I  still  hope  tbat, 
so  far  as  that  scheme  is  concerned,  the  Acting 
Minister  of  Lands  will  give  it  the  consideration 
it  deserves,  and  help  the  honourable  gentleman 
in  his  efforts  to  get  homes  for  the  workmen  in 
his  particular  district.  It  appears  to  me  that, 
so  far  as  the  value  of  the  land  is  concerned,  it 
was  a  low  price,  and  that  the  interest  on  the 
amount  paid  by  the  workmen,  so  near  to  the 
City  of  Auckland,  would  be  sufficiently  low  to 
make  the  settlement  a  success.  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  be  commended 
for  the  efforts  he  has  made  in  respect  to  his 
own  particular  district  in  this  direction. 

Mr.  FRASEB  (Wakatipu).— Sir,  at  this  late 
period  of  the  evening,  I  have  no  intention  of 
trespassing  on  the  patience  of  the  House.  If  I 
had  not  intended  to  vote  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill,  I  should  not  have  risen  at  all.  It  is 
because  I  intend  to  criticize  and  strenuously 
oppose  some  of  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  when 
in  Committee  that  I  desire  now  to  explain 
what  my  future  attitude  will  be,  so  as  to  avoid 
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any  misapprehension  hereafter.  I  have  alwa^ri 
supported  the  principle  of  the  land-for-settle- 
ments  policy.  Sir,  I  was  very  pleased  to-night 
to  hear  the  member  for  Invercargill  recaot  froa 
the  position  he  took  up  when  the  Bill  was  dis- 
cussed in  1894.  I  remember  he  was  one  of 
those  who  opposed  what  we,  on  this  side,  then 
desired  to  see  carried  into  effect  and  urged  very 
strongly — namely,  that,  before  any  pn^srties 
were  purchased,  the  Minister  of  Lands  should  Ity 
on  the  table  of  the  House  a  list  of  the  estates 
he  desired  to  acquire,  so  tbat  the  House  xni^t 
have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  its  opinion 
thereon.  That  is  the  only  point  on  which  I 
differed  from  the  Minister  of  Lands  in  regari 
to  the  land  -  for  -  settlements  policy.  I  mj 
again  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  honourable  mem- 
ber recant  from  the  position  he  took  up  tbeo, 
and  to  admit  that  the  House  would  hsfe 
been  wiser  to  have  acted  on  our  suggestioo. 
I  believe  that,  as  years  roll  oo,  more  members 
will  come  to  see  it  in  the  same  light— I  feel 
sore  of  it.  Indeed,  many  have  changed  tbeii 
views,  but  have  not  the  courage  to  exprass 
their  opinions  as  the  member  for  Invercargill 
has  done.  Sir,  this  measure  before  us  is  one 
which  I  hope  members  will  criticize  very 
closely  when  in  Committee.  There  is  no  donbt 
that  it  needs  it.  Why,  Sir,  judging  by  the 
opinions  expressed  by  both  sides  of  the  Hoiue^ 
I  am  quite  confident  that  the  Bill  which  will 
be  presented  to  us  on  the  third  reading  will  bs 
a  very  different  measure  indeed  from  the  one 
before  us  now.  If  I  thought  the  Bill  woald 
pass  into  law  as  it  is  now  printed  I  woald 
not  vote  for  the  second  reaidir^g,  but  I  M 
convinced  that  will  not  be  the  case.  This  is 
a  very  crude  measure.  The  Premier,  when 
introducing  it,  told  us  distinctly  that  the  BiB 
was  not  to  be  retroactive  in  its  operation,  and 
yet  there  are  two  or  three  clauses  which  miks 
it  distinctly  retroactive.  Well,  Sir,  if  he  hss 
changed  his  mind  since  the  Bill  was  printed, 
why  did  he  not  vnthdraw  the  original  Bill,  ipd 
bring  down  one  which  would  more  clearly  ^i« 
effect  to  his  wishes-  in  that  respect.  However, 
he  has  promised  tbat  we  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  altering  it.  The  objections  to  the 
present  Bill  have  been  referred  to  by  other 
members,  so  I  shall  not  recapitulate  them* 
These  can  be  again  discussed  when  we  get  into 
Committee.  I  simply  wish  to  say  that  I  folly 
approve  of  the  provisions  of  the  Land  for  Settle* 
ments  Act.  I  admit,  in  regard  to  any  Act  thst 
has  been  on  the  statute-book  for  a  few  yeu^ 
imperfections  must  necessarily  be  diseovared 
in  it,  and  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  extend 
its  operation  or  to  insert  fresh  provisions  in  ii 
It  is  because  I  recognise  these  things  thatliffi 
voting  for  the  second  reading,  but  I  oertaifilj 
will  not  support  the  Bill  as  it  is  now  printed. 

Mr.  O'MEABA  (Pahiatua).— I  did  not  intend 
to  take  any  part  in  the  debate  to-night,  bot,  a> 
this  is  a  Bill  that  affects  ihy  district  partioa- 
larly,  I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying  a  fsv 
words.  The  objection  raised  by  Mr.  Lewis,  the 
member  for  Christchuroh  City,  was  on  t^ 
question  of  a  fair  actual  market- value,  as  pRj* 
Tided  for  in  the  Bill.  My  own  opmioa  in  regirf 
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to  the  acquiring  of  these  estates  is  that  it 
would  be  better  for  the  Qovemment  to  adopt 
the  same  system  as  was  provided  for  under  the 
Ftoperty-taz  Act — that  is,  to  allow  the  owner 
to  make  his  own  valuation,  and,  if  the  State 
desires  to  acquire  the  estate,  let  it  acquire  it 
by  giving  the  owner  the  value  he  places  upon 
it,  plus  5  per  cent.  This,  I  think,  would  over- 
come any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  valaation, 
and  I  think  the  owner  should  be  prepared  to 
take  that  amount.  I  should  like  to  see  the 
Government  go  a  little  further,  and  acquire 
all  the  estates  that  it  is  possible  to  cut  up  for 
Battlement  purposes  from  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  Assets  Board.  If  this  were  done,  I 
feel  sure  it  would  do  a  great  amount  of  good 
to  the  whole  colony,  and  it  would  satisfy  the 
great  demand  that  exists  at  the  present  time 
for  land.  In  quoting  the  Bill  to-night,  I  was 
rather  astonished  to  hear  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  Oity  (Mr.  Duthie),  in  quoting 
from  clause  5,  only  go  down  to  the  word 
'*  taken."  I  will  read  the  clause  :  **  In  deter- 
mining the  compensation  payable  in  respect  of 
land  compulsorily  taken."  He  stopped  there. 
He  did  not  add  the  words,  "or  thereby  in- 
juriously afiected,"  et  cetera.  Now,  Sir,  these 
three  words  affect  the  whole  of  that  clause, 
which  says  very  plainly  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  not  to  acquire  any 
estate  hereafter  unreasonably,  or  to  injuriously 
affect  the  pr^ent  holders  of  the  lands  which 
they  may  ta^e  for  settlement  purposes.  We  have 
heard  a  fair  cHticism  of  this  Bill  by  members  of 
the  other  side  of  the  House.  They  have  differed 
very  materially,  and  the  only  plain  statement 
we  have  received  to  -  night  indicating  the 
true  position  which  the  Opposition  will  take 
np  when  they  come  into  power  was  that 
enunciated  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie).  He  distinctly 
stated  that  this  Land  for  Settlements  Act  is  of  a 
degrading  nature.  These  may  not  be  his  exact 
words,  but  I  give  you  his  meaning.  And  he  said 
also  that,  if  it  were  continued.  New  Zealand 
would  be  brought  into  the  same  position  as 
Ireland  is  in  at  the  present  day.  I  sincerely  hope 
that  such  a  thing  will  never  occur  in  a  young 
and  prosperous  colony  such  as  this.  He  spoke 
of  the  landlords.  Now,  what  were  the  land- 
lords of  Ireland?  They  were  absentees,  and 
they  lived  in  London  and  enjoyed  themselves 
there.  They  sold  their  rents  to  an  agent,  and, 
as  he  did  not  care  to  bother  himself  about  the 
matter,  immediately  after  his  purchase  he  in 
tnm  sold  to  another  agent,  and  the  result  was 
it  sometimes  passed  through  three  or  four  hands, 
and  the  last  purchaser  had  to  go  to  Ireland  and 
exact  the  rents  from  those  unfortunate  tenants. 
And,  if  they  did  not  pay,  what  was  the  result  ? 
A  body  of  soldiers  were  brought  to  assist  him 
to  evict  the  unfortunate  tenants,  who  perhaps> 
were  only  a  month  or  two  in  arrear  with  their 
rents.  That  is  the  sort  of  thing  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  suggests  will  occur  here. 
^  sincerely  trust  such  a  state  of  affairs  will 
never  come  about  in  this  colony.  I  am 
afraid,  however,  if  the  Government  were  to 
Jessen  their  grip  on  the  large  estates  of  the 


colony,  many  of  the  young  people—those  who 
have  been  bom  in  the  colony — would  have 
to  look  for  a  home  in  some  other  colony,  or 
some  other  part  of  the  world.  I  do  not  like 
the  idea  of  acquiring  a  small  estate  upon 
which  there  are  many  tenements  built.  An 
objection  was  raised  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ghristohurch  City  (Mr.  Lewis)  that 
the  homestead  would  be  left  to  the  owner, 
with  only  a  small  area  of  land  and  with  the  ex- 
pensive buildings  on  it.  I  feel  sure  the  inten- 
tion of  tho  Government,  in  introducing  a  Bill 
of  this  sort,  is  to  acquire  the  whole  of  the  estate 
and  allow  the  value  of  the  dwellings  or  build- 
ings on  these  particular  five  acres  to  extend 
over  the  whole  property,  so  that  the  owner 
would  receive  fair  compensation  for  tho  land 
taken  from  him.  We  also  had  the  old,  old 
story  of  the  Pomahaka  hashed  up  to  us  to- 
night. As  far  as  Pomahaka  is  concerned,  I 
may  say  I  know  the  property  fairly  well,  and 
I  think  the  Government  have  secured  a  very 
good  bargain  indeed  in  acquiring  that  estate ; 
and  I  feel  sure  that,  like  the  Cheviot — the 

Eurchase  of  which  was  condemned  bitterly 
y  those  honourable  gentlemen  at  the  time — 
it  will  prove  to  be  successful,  and  if  it  is 
not  paying  now  it  will  pay  in  a  few  years 
hence.  It  was  also  stated  that  this  Pomahaka 
property  was  hawked  about  Otago  for  disposal 
without  success.  I  remember  that,  at  the  time 
it  was  offered,  business  was  very  depressed. 
In  fact,  even  in  Dunedin  itself,  if  you  had 
security  in  the  shape  of  properties  worth 
£10,0(X),  the  holders  could  not  obtain  on  them 
a  loan  of  even  £3,000  or  £4,000  at  this  particu- 
12  0  ^^  time.  I  would  advise  the  honour- 
able  member  opposite  to  go  down  South 
and  see  what  he  can  acquire  these  properties 
for  now.  The  value  of  property  right  through 
Otago  has  increased  very  considerably  since  the 
time  to  which  the  honourable  member  alluded. 
With  respect  to  clause  6,  I  do  not  approve 
of  it,  and  I  should  like  to  see  some  alteration 
made.  It  prescribes  that  land  may  be  taken 
compulsorily  near  a  borough  or  town  dis- 
trict. That  would  apply  to  at  least  two 
boroughs  in  my  own  electorate.  We  have  at 
present  one  village  settlement,  with  holdings 
varying  in  area  from  five  to  twenty  acres,  but 
the  holders  of  these  sections  are  complain- 
ing about  the  limited  area  of  their  leases.  And 
I  say  it  would  be  an  absurdity  to  go  into  a  dis< 
triot  such  as  that  and  acquire  a  property  ad- 
joining a  small  borough  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  workmen's  hemes.  I  would  advise 
the  Government  to  confine  their  operations  to 
the  largest  centres  in  the  colony.  Even  in  the 
case  of  Oamaru,  and  similar  towns,  with  a 
population  of  seven  or  eight  thousand,  the 
Government  would  be  justified  in  acquiring 
land  adjacent  to  the  town,  but  to  extend  the 
operation  of  this  Bill  to  country  districts 
would  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  wise  or  advisable. 
I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  House  any  longer, 
as  I  know  there  are  other  members  who  wish 
to  speak  on  this  measure. 

Mr.  BROWN  (Taranaki).— The  honourable 
knember  who  has  just  sat  down  stated  that  he 
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iofeendB  [to  support  thii  measure,  but  in  his 
•peech  he  damoed  it  with  faint  praise.  In  the 
first  place  he  took  exception  to  clause  5,  as  to 
the  manner  of  fixing  the  value  of  land,  and  he 
said  that,  in  bis  opinion,  the  Government  ought 
to  adopt  the  system  which  obtained  under  the 
property-tax — namely,  to  give  the  value  set 
upon  it  by  the  owner,  plus  5  per  cent.  In  that 
Cfase  I  think  there  womd  be  very  few  holders  of 
estates  who  would  not  be  prepared  to  sell  to  the 
Qovernment.  That  supporte  exactly  tbe  con- 
tention of  members  of  the  Opposition  who  have 
spoken,  and  who  have  said  that  one  of  the 
principal  objections  to  clause  5  was  as  to  the 
mode  of  ascertaining  tbe  fair  market- value. 
Then,  the  honourable  member  disapproves  of 
clause  6.  These  are  the  crucial  clauses  of  the 
Bill,  and,  with  the  exception  of  clause  4,  are 
the  only  clauses  to  which  the  members  of  the 
Opposition  have  taken  exception .  I  do  not  know 
that  I  would  have  addressed  the  House  upon 
tiiis  question  had  it  not  been  that  I  wished  to 
place  myself  light  with  respect  to  the  stand  I 
mtend  to  take.  I  intend,  in  case  a  division  is 
taken,  to  vote  lor  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  for  I  wish  to  affirm  the  principle  that  it 
is  one  of  the  luuctions  of  the  Government — 
nay,  in  some  instances  it  is  the  imperative 
duty  of  the  Government — to  see  that  suitable 
homes  are  provided  for  the  working-classes,  and, 
with  that  object,  to  purchase  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  larger  towns.  But,  unless  the 
provisions  of  clauses  5  and  6  are  materiflJIy 
altered  in  Committee,  I  shall  hold  myself  at 
liberty  to  vote  against  the  third  reading  of  the 
Bill.    Clause  5  reads  as  follows : — 

"  In  determining  the  compensation  payable 
in  respect  of  land  oompulsorily  taken,  or 
thereby  injuriously  affected,  the  Court  shall 
in  every  case  have  regard  only  to  the  fair  actual 
market-value  of  tbe  land.'* 

Well,  Sir,  we  will  conceive  a  case  in  which  a 
man  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land,  which  he  has  farmed  for  many  years, 
and  on  which  he  has  erected  a  homestead 
and  farm  buildings  such  as  are  suitable 
for  a  farm  of  that  area.  The  Government 
take  oompulsorily  one  hundred  acres  of  that 
land,  leaving  him  the  twenty  acres  on  which 
are  the  farm  buildings  and  homestcusd.  The 
question  at  once  arises,  What  is  the  market- 
value  of  the  hundred  acres  ?  Is  it  simply  the 
market-value  of  the  land,  without  any  reference 
to  the  value  of  the  buildings  which  have  been 
erected  upon  the  other  part  of  it  ?  Why,  Sir, 
If  the  Government  took  the  hundred  acres  and 
paid  therefor  only  tbe  market- value  of  the  land, 
without  paying  anything  in  respect  of  the 
buildings,  the  vendor  would  find  himself  in  this 
position :  that  the  buildings  would  be  of  com- 
paratively little  use  to  him.  His  occupation 
might  be  gone,  and  he  might  be  absolutely 
compelled  to  sell  the  remaining  portion  for  a 
Slim  far  below  wfaat  the  buildings  actually 
cost  him  and  emigrate  to  the  back -blocks 
in  order  to  carry  on  his  farming  operations. 
Then,  with  regurd  to  clause  6,  which  is  the 
crucial  clause  of  the  Bill,  I  conceive  that  the 
compulsory  purchase  of  land  for  workmen's 
Mr,  Broum 


homesteads  or  any  other  pmcposa  ahoold  on^ 
be  adopted  in  very  extreme  cases,  when  it  him 
been  absolutely  impossible  for  the  Govemmeul 
to  get  land  for  the  purpose,  after  ezbaoFtingall 
possible  endeavours  to  procure  land  by  otiier 
means;  and  in  no  case  should  land  lie  oon- 
pulsorily  taken  without  the  authority  of  this 
House.    That  should  be  the  case  with  respeet 
to  the  taking  of  land  for  settlement  geneialfy. 
Every  property  which  the  Government  inteod 
to  take  should  be  submitted  to  this  House  fbr 
its  decision.    The  Government  should  not  hats 
a  roving  commission  to  go  about  the  eoontn 
acquiring  any  estate  they  like  in  Kew  Zealud, 
on  their  own  motion  and  without  the  authozi^ 
of  this  House.    Then,  again,  the  Bill  provides 
that  the  Government  may  take  land  within 
Awe  miles  of  any  borough  or  town  district  a 
New  Zealand.    Now,  I  think  that  is  plsdng 
altogether  too  muoh  power  in  the  hvids  of 
the  Government.    So  far  as  we  can  hear,  tbe 
only  places  in  tke  colony  in  whioh  it  is  at 
all  necessary  to  acquire  land  for  wotkme&'i 
dwellings  are  the  four  prinoipal  eitxes,  sod 
the  Premier  has  stated  that  there  is  no  land 
within  fi?e  miles  of  Wellington   suitaUe  loc 
workmen's  homes  which  could  be  purehased. 
Well,  to  overcome  that  difficulty,  let  the  Bill 
be  so  arranged  as   only  to  apply  to  the  foot 
principal  boroughs  of  New  2iealand,  and  maks 
the  distance  ten  miles  instead  of  five.    Wbv, 
if  the  Bill  passes  in  its  present  state,  fallj 
one-half  of  the  County  of  TaransA^i  would  be 
made  subject  to  the  operation  of  the  BiU— 
a  county  in  which  the  bulk  of    the   holdiogi 
are  under  three  hundred  acres — the  Govern- 
ment might  step  in  and  take  the  whole  of  that 
county  nearly— or,  at  any  rate,  one-half  of 
it  —  they  might  compel   any  person   to  sell 
his  property  for  the  purpose  of  making  work- 
men's homes.    I  hope,  when  the  Bill  is  in  Com- 
mittee, this  clause  will  be  entirely  recast  end 
put  in  such  a  form  as  will  command  the  rap- 
port of  the  greater  number  of  the  membeo  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier).— I  sbaU  not  detsm 
members  very  long  at  this  hour,  but  I  tlunk  it 
is  only  right  that  I  should  reply  to  some  of  the 
criticisms  which  have  been  offered  against  the 
Bill.  Taken  as  a  whole,  I  am  pleased  with  the 
reception  that  has  been  accorded  to  the  mea- 
sure. In  respect  to  my  speech  in  introdaeing 
the  Bill,  some  fault  has  been  found  with  it 
owing  to  its  brevity.  Well,  generally,  I  am 
not  found  fault  with  in  that  respect ;  but  I 
did  not  think  it  was  desirable  or  neeesaary  to 
go  into  the  whole  question  of  land  for  settle- 
ments. I  took  it  for  granted  that  the  memben 
were  quite  acquainted  with  that  subject,  sod 
did  not  require  any  further  education  there- 
upon. Then,  Sir,  I  was  accused  of  not  under- 
standing the  BilL  Well,  seeing,  that  I  hsdto 
dictate  and  construct  the  Bill— and  that  it 
was  drafted  under  my  instructions  solely— it 
comes  rather  as  a  surprise  to  me  to  be  told 
that  I  do  not  know  the  contents  of  the  BiU. 
It  is  very  simple.  The  necessity  for  it  is  sp* 
parent  on  tho  face  of  i^  Supposing  I  had  doc 
said  a  single  word,  there  was  quite  sufficient  ia 
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ihe  Bill  to  oommend  itself  to  the  large  majority 
of  members  of , the  House.  It  would  appear  to 
me  that  there  ore  a  large  number  of  members 
of  this  House  who  do  not  really  wish  to  have 
this  land-for-settlements  system  extended  at 
all.  Their  desire  is— if  they  could  possibly  do 
it  with  anything  like  good  graoe — to  erase  our 
land-for-settlements  legislation  from  the  pages 
of  the  statute-book  of  the  colony.  That  is  their 
seal  desire  and  intention ;  but  the  force  of 
pablio  opinion  is  so  great—the  success  which 
has  attended  the  efforts  of  the  Liberal  party  in 
this  direction  is  so  manifest— that  it  would 
not  be  to  their  interests  if  they  were  to  openly 
oppose  the  passing  of  this  Bill,  or  to  urge 
upon  the  House  or  the  country  the  repeal 
ol.  the  law  now  existing.  To-night  we  have 
had  two  characteristic  speeches— -one  from 
the  honourable  member  for  Patea  and  one 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Duthie).  Are  these  the  gentlemen 
to  whom  with  safety  jou  could  leave  the 
administration  of  the  land-for^-settlements 
question  ?  After  listening  to  those  speeches,  it 
■hould  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  say  a  single 
word.  I  think  the  speech  made  by  the  mem- 
ber for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie)  ought  to 
be  oiroulated  far  and  wide  throughout  this 
colony,  so  that  a  contrast  might  be  made 
between  the  statements  made  to-night  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  his  statements 
made  during  the  recess  in  Wellington  and  else- 
where— speaking,  as  he  was,  for  the  Opposition, 
being  the  first  man  to  speak  on  their  side- 
that,  when  they  got  into  power,  they  did  not 
intend  to  repeal  but  to  honestly  administer 
the  laws  now  existing.  Why,  there  would 
never  be  another  acre  of  land  bought  imder 
the  Land  for  Settlements  Act;  there  would 
never  be  any  further  moneys  raised  for  that 
purpose  if  the  honourable  member  came  into 
power  as  Colonial  Treasurer.  He  told  us  the 
whole  system  was  rotten — bad  in  the  extreme 
— that  we  were  simply  handing  over  our  people 
body  and  soul  to  the  landlords  at  Home.  He 
drew  a  picture  almost  showing  that  we  should 
in  years  to  come  be  from  these  causes  in  the 
same  condition  as  they  are  in  the  Mother- 
country.  Why,  he  forgot  to  tell  the  House,  in 
the  first  place,  that  some  half-million  of  the 
money  paid  for  the  lands  we  have  purchased 
has  never  left  the  colony  at  all. 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — But  it  wUl; 

Mr.  SBDDON.— How  can  it  ?  The  intorest 
is  paid  in  the  colony.  Take  the  Waikakahi — 
over  a  quarter  of  a  million— and  the  interest  all 
payable  in  the  colony,  as  also  the  interest  on 
other  amounts  which  are  payable  in  the  colony. 
I  shall  not  be  far  wrong  in  saying  that  half 
a  million  is  left  with  ourselves.  Why,  then, 
this  commiseration  of  the  people  in  Kew  Zea- 
land? Why  did  the  honourable  gentleman 
and  his  friends  not  think  of  that  when,  years 
ago,  they  were  borrowing  and  squandering 
money  ?  The  colony  was  indebted  thirty- five 
millions  when  we  came  into  office;  and  why 
did  they  not  think  then  about  handing  over 
the  colony  to  Bngliah  capitalists  and  money- 
lenders ?    Where  is  Ihe  difference  ?    The  differ- 


ence is  in  favour  of  our  proposals.    When  they 
raised  that  money 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Who  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Conservative  party— 
the  borrowing  and  squandering  party.  Wny, 
there  is  no  doubt  as  to  who  borrowed  the 
money,  or  as  to  how  they  spent  it.  They 
spent  it  in  enhancing  the  values  of  large  tracts 
of  country  which  they  had  previously  secured. 
They  roaded  and  made  railways,  and  spent  the 
money  in  a  general  all-round  lavish  manner, 
and  never  considered  for  a  moment  what  the 
result  would  be  in  the  future.  Now,  for  the 
money  we  raised,  we  have  the  land  that  is 
bought — that  is  our  asset.  In  other  days  they 
borrowed  the  money  and  improved  the  values 
50  per  cent.,  and  secured  to  themselves  the 
advantage.  It  comes,  then,  with  very  bad  grace 
from  them  to  say  we  not  should  increase  the 
indebtedness  of  the  colony  for  purposes  of  this 
kind.  Why,  it  is  well  known  there  were  lend- 
ing companies  in  the  colony  who  borrowed 
money  on  debentures  at  4|  per  cent.,  and  lent 
money  at  8  and  10  per  cent.  Where  was  the 
money  going  then?  They  kept,  it  is  true,  so 
much  in  the  colony,  but  the  trouble  in  this  case 
was  that  the  mortgagors  had  to  pay  double 
the  interest — they  had  to  pay  the  English  de- 
benture-holders and  shareholders.  I  therefore 
say  I  am  surprised  at  the  member  for  Wel- 
lington City's  objections  against  the  measure. 
There  is  no  place  in  the  colony  where  this 
legislation  is  required  more  than  it  is  for  the 
working-men  of  this  city.  I  can  understand 
the  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie) 
pleading  for  the  owners  of  these  properties, 
while  there  are  hundreds  of  people  in  this  city 
who  are  huddled  together  under  conditions 
which  are  a  reproach  to  the  colony.  That, 
Sir,  is  what  exists  here,  where  the  Parliament 
meets,  and  where  members  can  ascertain  for 
themselves  if  they  go  round  this  City  of  Wel- 
lington ;  and  when  we  try  to  alter  this  condi- 
tion of  affairs,  we  are  met  with  the  argument, 
**0h,  you  are  handing  over  this  country  to 
landlords  at  Home."  Sir,  I  say,  if  we  can  find 
the  land  and  purchase  it  and  shift  them  from 
the  towns,  it  is  not  they  alone  who  are  benefited, 
but  the  competition  will  be  less  keen  for  Uie 
tenements  that  remain — a  better  class  of  tene- 
ments must  be  found  for  those  who  remain  in 
the  towns — and  their  rents  will  be  reduced. 
That  is  where  the  shoe  pinches ;  and  when  you 
come  to  consider  the  rents  charged  in  this  and 
other  citiea— this  city  in  particular— it  is  not 
the  English  landlord  that  we  have  good  reason 
to  complain  against ;  it  is  the  landlord  here, 
Who  takes  nearly  50  per  cent,  of  the  earnings 
of  the  occupants  per  week  to  pay  for  the 
shelter  over  their  heads.  And  suoh  miserable 
shelter,  and  at  such  an  exorbitant  rental!  I 
therefore  eay  that,  when  we  are  endeavouring 
legitimately  and  without  injury  to  those  owners 
whose  laud  is  suitable  for  the  purpose  to  do 
that,  we  should  not  be  met,  as  we  are,  by  those 
who  represent  these  men  in  the  House,  and 
who  use  these  specious  arguments  against  what 
we  are  doing.  Then,  we  come  to  the  questions 
raised  by  the  honourable  member  for  Patea.    I 
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had  thought,  Sir,  that  we  had  heard  the  last  of 
Poznahaka. 

Mr.  Q.  HUTCHISON.— Oh,  no  I 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Well,  Sir,  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  oanoot  be  con- 
vinced. He  has  got  it  into  his  head  that  Poma- 
haka  was  not  a  desirable  or  profitable  purchase ; 
and,  not  only  that,  bat  there  was  the  i^erence 
he  wished  to  be  dedaoed  that  there  had  been 
something  wrong  in  respect  to  that  purchase. 
Therefore,  again  I  say,  that  that  inquiry  proved, 
and  the  members  on  the  Committee  were  well 
satisfied,  that,  in  respect  to  my  colleague  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  there  was  nothing  whatever 
wrong,  that  not  the  slightest  reflection  oould 
be  oast  upon  him.  Then  upon  whom  is  the 
reflection  to  be  cast?  Undoubtedly  on  the 
Land  Purchase  Board.  Mr.  James  McKerrow 
is  the  Chairman  of  that  Board,  and  no  one 
knows,  or  ought  to  know,  better  than  the 
member  for  Patea,  that  in  respect  to  adminis- 
tration, and  in  respect  to  these  questions,  the 
neatest  confidence  is  felt  in  that  gentleman 
by  every  member  of  the  Land  Purchase  Board, 
and  by  every  member  of  this  House,  I  believe, 
except  the  member  for  Patea.  I  say,  Sir,  the 
honourable  member  will  not  escape.  The 
honourable  member  has  also  referred  to  other 
purchases — to  the  prices  paid — and  a  hint 
was  thrown  out  as  to  the  profits  made.  It  is 
not  what  the  honourable  member  said,  but 
what  those  who  listened  to  him  were  left  to  infer. 
Sir,  it  has  not  been  said  in  this  debate  openly, 
but  we  know,  of  course,  the  rumours  and  under- 
ground currents  which  are  set  at  work  by  gentle- 
men on  that  side  of  the  House  and  by  their 
friends.  Now,  my  colleague,  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  is  away  at  present,  but  I  challenge  any 
man  in  this  House,  and  any  man  in  the  country, 
if  he  has  anything  to  sav  or  allege  as  to 
wrongdoings  in  respect  to  land-purchase,  let 
him  openly  bring  it  on  the  floor  of  the  House, 
and  I  am  quite  prepared  to  promise  there  shall 
be  full,  ample,  and  complete  investigation. 
Sir,  we  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  I  say  that  I 
have  great  oonfldenoe  in  the  Land  Purchase 
Board,  and  in  the  manner  in  which  the  Land 
Purchase  Board  is  conducted,  and  that  I  know 
positively  there  is  no  such  thing  as  Ministerial 
mterference.  First  of  all,  the  law  enacts  that 
land  must  be  required  for  settlement  in  the 
locality ;  second,  that  the  land  proposed  to  be 
purchased  is  suitable  for  close  settlement; 
and,  third,  that  no  price  is  to  be  paid  except 
that  which  is  recommended  by  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Board.  I  say,  under  these  circumstances, 
BO  far  as  the  Ministry  is  concerned,  there  has 
been  no  influence,  either  directly  or  indirectty, 
applied ;  and,  so  far  as  the  constitution  of  the 
Land  Purchase  Board  and  the  head  of  tliat 
Board  are  oonoemed,  if  there  oould  be  any- 
thing proved  that  there  was  wrongdoing  in 
respect  to  them,  I  should  lose  my  faith  in 
mankind.  That  is  my  confidence  in  Mr. 
McKerrow  and  the  Land  Purchase  Board.  But 
why  is  anything  said  about  this?  I  will  tell 
yon.  There  have  been  any  amount  of  offers  of 
estates ;  any  amount  of  estates  have  been  pur- 
chased through  agents  of  the  '*  colour  "  of  the 
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honourable  gentleman  opposite,  and,  in  respect 
to  all  these  agents,  and  where  the  negotiations 
have  been  conducted  with  success,  they  believe 
everything  is  pure,  everything  is  above-boaid, 
everything  is  right  and  correct.  Take,  Sir,  a 
number  of  estates,  and  ask  who  are  the  agents, 
who  are  the  attorneys  who  are  representing  the 
owners  of  these  estates,  and  through  whom  tlie 
negotiations  were  oondnoted,  and  I  say  that 
90  per  cent,  of  them  are  gentlemen  of  political 
convictions  of  the  honouriable  gentleman  oppo- 
site. So  long  as  they  succeeded,  and  the  pur- 
chase was  made  through  them,  there  was  no 
complaint — evervthing  was  honest,  straight, 
and  above-board.  But  the  moment  negotia- 
tions were  completed,  where  those  negotiatxDg 
are  of  the  political  opinions  of  members  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  we  hear  a  cry  of 
corruption,  of  scandals,  of  fat  commiasioos. 
I  wonder.  Sir,  that  men  holding  the  hi^^ 
and  responsible  positions  of  members  of  Par- 
liament should  stoop  to  either  speak  or  criti- 
cize in  this. manner;  because,  1  say,  it  is  a 
reflection  upon  men  whose  int^rity  and 
honesty,  and  whose  knowledge  and  skill  in 
respect  to  this  particular  matter  are  of  a  high 
order,  and  unquestionable.  Then,  Sir,  we  are 
told  in  this,  as  in  everything  else,  that  thete 
has  been  concealment.  We  are  told  again  that 
this  Bill  ought  to  be  sent  back  or  withdrawn. 
Why,  Sir,  as  to  the  objections  to  the  Bill,  there 
has  not  been  a  single  objection  to  the  policy  or 
principle  of  the  Bill ;  the  objections  are  purely, 
in  some  instances,  of  a  trivial  Conunittee 
character.  Take,  for  instance,  the  question  of 
the  number  of  acres  to  be  taken  in  cor 
boroughs.  We  will  say  that,  in  some  of  oor 
larger  boroughs,  whilst  five  acres  or  a  given 
number  of  acres  within  the  borough  should  be 
fixed  as  being  the  minimum  which  a  man  may 
be  allowed  to  retain,  for  suburban  land  or 
land  outside  the  borough,  within  five  miles 
or  whatever  limit  you  fix,  you  oould  nuks 
the  area  probably  twenty  acres  or  fifty  acres. 
That  is  purely  a  Committee  objection.  Sir, 
I  said  on  the  second  reading  of  tiie  Bill  that,  u 
the  Bill  went  through  Committee,  X  should  be 
most  happy  to  accept  any  reasonable  amend- 
ments, and  in  this  respect  there  is  a  neoessity 
for  that,  because  there  are  altered  conditions  in 
different  parts  of  the  colony.  Take  what  wsi 
said  by  the  member  for  Kaiapoi.  I  know  hit 
district;  he  is  peculiarly  situated,  because  if 
you  take  five  miles  from  Christohuroh  and  flvt 
miles  from  the  Borough  of  Kaiapoi  you  get  s 
strip  of  land  in  between,  and  it  may  be  neees- 
sary  in  this  case  that  the  whole  of  that  land 
should  be  thrown  open,  and  it  may  be  right  that 
you  should  limit,  as  I  say  it  does  in  the  Bill, 
the  area  to  not  more  than  a  hundred  acres  in 
one  year.  If  the  Bill  is  not  clear  on  that  point, 
12  SO  ^  ^^  endeavour  to  make  it  ao.  At  til 
*  events,  it  is  simply  a  Committee  obje^ 
tion.  We  come,  then,  to  the  phase  as  regardi 
the  fair  market-value,  and  in  that  connec- 
tion I  have  to  say  that  the  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  carefully  kept  back  the  proper 
position  of  matters  from  members.  As  ths 
nrember  for  Pahiatua  pohated  out,  the  words 
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of  the  Bill  are  "  land  injnrioiuly  affected/'  and 
those  are  the  words  under  which  we  have  heen 
'  working,  and  they,  of  course,  affect  the  whole 
case.    There  is,  in  fact,  no  alteration  from  the 
law  except  as  regards  the  full  compensation, 
which  was   never  properly  defined  until  the 
Ohief  Justice  referred  it  to  the  full  Court  in  the 
Hatuma  case.    We  have  been  going  on  for 
twenty   years  on    the    assumption   that   full 
compensation    meant  the  fair  market-value. 
There  were  no  cases  of  sentimental  values.  The 
question  of  what  the  owner  was  going  to  do 
with  the  money  after  he  had  been  paid  by  the 
colony  was  never  raised  except  in  the  Hatuma 
case.    I  say,  therefore,  that  this  alteration  is 
really  not  an  alteration  of  the  law ;  it  is  owing 
to  an  interpretation  of  the  existing  law  that 
there   is   a   necessity  for  the  amendment    of 
the   law.     There  are  thousands  of   cases  in 
the  colony  where  land    has  been  taken    for 
public    purposes,   in    which,  if   the    owners 
of  the  property  had  interpreted  the  law  in  the 
way  in  which  it  haa  been  interpreted  in  the 
Hatuma  case,  the  colony  would  have  had  to  pay 
thousands  and  thousands  of  pounds  more  than 
it  has  paid.    In  this  BUI  we  are  only  asking  for 
the  adoption  of  the  law  that  has  now  been 
working   satisfactorily   in   America  for  some 
years.    I  admit  that  in  England  the  full  com- 
pensation and  the  interpretation  put  on  it  by 
the  Appeal  Court  exists,  but  in  America  what  we 
are  providing  in  this  Bill  has  obtained  for  years. 
I  see  the  honourable  member  for  Patea  agrees 
with  me  in  that  statement.    As  the  matter  of 
the  Hatuma  Estate  is  now  sub  judice,  I  do  not 
wish  to  bring  it  up  and  to  discuss  the  posi- 
tion of  it.    I  do  not  see  why  members  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  should  refer  to  it,  and 
then  say  to  me    that   I   am   not  to  justify 
the  alteration  mentioned  in  the  Bill.    I  ^i<l 
say  at  once  that,  although  we  may  pass  the 
Bui,   it  vdll   not  affect  the  Hatuma  Estate, 
DC  the  purchase  of  it ;  but  I  will  show  mem- 
ben,  from  the  claims  submitted,  what  effect  it 
bad.    First  of  all,  the   owners  have  not  yet 

Siven  us  a  price  for  the  land  that  has  been 
eznanded^    It  is  valued,  we  will  say,  at  £4  an 
acre,  and  our  offer  was  £4  10s.    All  we  asked 
was  that  the  amount  should  be  based  upon 
what  they  had  earned.    The  net  yearly  income 
of  the  whole  property  (including  the  settlement 
land),  based  on  the  yearly  average  of  income 
lor  the  last  three  years,  deducting  the  esti- 
mated annual  expenditure  for  the  future,  is 
£9,283.    Add  the  additional  net  income  derived 
from  bringing  into  profitable  occupation  2,000 
acres  at  the  back  of  the  run,  now  unused,  and 
the    additional   present   carrying-capacity   of 
seventeen  hundred  sheep  at  least,  and  the  net 
Income,  after  allowing  for  all  expenses,  is  at 
least  £372,  bringing  the  total  net  income  to 
£9,655.      Capitalising   £9,655   of  income    at 
twenty-five  years'  purchase,  on  a  4-per-cent. 
basis,  gives  £241,375;  and  deducting  £17,954, 
value  of   working- capital  in  stock,  including 
tlie  seventeen  hundred  additional  sheep,  leaves 
the   value  of  land,  27,127  acres,  at  £223,421. 
The  value  of  22,770  acres— P.  Russell's  land — 
proportionate  to  the  total  value  of  the  27|127 


acres,  is  £187,536.  Deducting  the  value  of 
station- buildings  (they  being  on  the  settle- 
ment land)  £3,185,  and  plant  £1,678,  you 
have  a  net  value  of  £182,663  ;  and,  add- 
ing 10  per  cent,  for  the  forced  sale,  £18,266, 
also  £2,000  for  loss  on  forced  sale  of  stock  and 
plant,  and  £6,027  for  difficulty,  expense,  and 
delay  in  getting  fresh  investments  (nine 
months'  interest  on  £200,929  at  -4  per  cent.), 
and  the  total  claim  is  £208,956;  whereas  the 
claim  as  put  in  was  £182,160.  The  settlement 
tructoes*  claim  is  4,359  acres.  Take  150  acres 
at  £25  per  acre,  £3,750 ;  450  acres,  at  £12  lOs, 
per  acre,  £5,625 ;  and  3,759  acres  at  a  propor- 
tionate value  to  whole  run,  £30,959,  and  you 
have  a  total  of  £40,334.  Add  the  value  of 
mansion-hoase,  £1,500,  and  other  buildings 
(station«buildings)  £3,195,  and  you  get  a  gross 
total  of  £45,029.  Add  10  per  cent,  for  forced 
sale,  £4,502;  and  for  the  difficulty,  expense, 
and  delay  in  getting  fresh  investments  (nine 
months'  interest  on  £49,531  at  4  per  cent.), 
£1,485 ;  and  the  total  claim  is  £51,016 ;  where- 
as the  claim  as  put  in  was  £16,430.  I  say,  Sir, 
under  such  circumstances,  if  our  law  is  to 
remain  as  it  is  now,  it  would  be  simply  an  im- 
possibility to  compulsorily  take  land  for  settle- 
ment purposes.  In  regard  to  some  clauses  of  the 
Bill  there  have  been  suggestions  made,  and  I  am 
quite  prepared,  when  in  Committee,  to  accept 
reasonable  amendments.  But  what  I  do  say 
is  this :  that  there  are  cases  well  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  Government  and  the  Land 
Purchase  Board  in  which  the  land  is  suitable, 
and  yet  the  owners  point-blank  refuse  to  dis- 
pose of  it  at  any  price.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, if  the  land-for-settlements  policy  is  to 
be  a  success,  we  must  grant  this  extended 
power ;  and  to  those  members  from  country 
districts  I  say  that,  as  the  town  members  have 
helped  them  in  regard  to  the  passing  of  the 
Land  for  Settlements  Act—an  Act  which  has 
been  the  means  of  bringing  about  successful 
settlement  in  the  country  districts— it  is  not 
asking  too  much  of  them  now  that  they  should 
help  those  who  represent  the  towns,  and  assist 
the  towns  in  the  same  direction  as  the  country 
has  been  helped,  and  thus  remove  from  our 
colony  the  reproach  which  exists  in  regard  to 
overcrowding  in  the  large  centres.  I  beg  to 
move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time." 

Atxs,  38. 


Allen,  E.  G. 

Holland 

Seddon 

Brown 

Houston 

Sligo 

Gadman 

Hutchison,  G. 

Smith 

Gamoross 

Joyce 

Stevens 

Garroll 

Lawry 

Steward 

Duncan 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Symes 

Fisher 

MoKenzie,  B. 

Tanner 

Flatman 

McNab 

Taylor 

Fraser 

lioore 

Thomson,  J.  W, 

Gilfedder 

Morrison 

Wilson. 

Graham 

Pere 

Tellers 

Hall-Jones 

Bawlins 

Meredith 

Hogg 

Bolleston 

O'Meara. 

SM 


First  Beadings. 


[HOUBB.]       Forest  Plantations .       [JcncT  18 


BoUard 
Hemes 

IjUQiff 

Iiewis 

HoQuire 


Noes,  13. 

McLean 

Maasey 

Monk 

O'Began 

Parata 


Baasell. 

Tellers, 
McGowan 
MUls. 


P^IBS. 

For,  Against. 

Field  Heke 

GninnesB  Dnthie 

McKenzie,  J.  Waaon 

Millar  Hunter 

Thompson,  T.  Buchanan 
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Majority  for,  25. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 
The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  one 
o'clock  a.m. 
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Tuesday,  18th  Jvly,  1899. 


First  Readings  —  Sessional  Committees  ~  Twelve- 
trip  Tickets— Forest  Plant&tions—Pablio  Estate 
—  Babbiting  on  Eamselengh  Bans  — Babbit- 
proof  Wire  •  netting  Fences  Act  —  Conciliation 
Boards  —  Harbour  Board  Ijoans—"  Native  Par- 
poses"  Contingencies— Olentai  Estate— Govern- 
ment Advances  to  Settlers  Act— Patangata  Local 
Valuer  —  Parliament  Boildings  Expenditare— 
Compensation  for  Accidents— Lands  Bepori— 

guestions  —  Arbor  Day — Marine  Commission— 
ommerce  Promotion  Committee— Public  Ao- 
ooonts  Committee— Old-age  Pensions  Committee 
— Morven  Dairy  Factory— Morven  Post- and  Tele- 

£iph-offlce— Assets  Board— Olentoi  Freehold- 
moan  Commission- Landfor  Settlements  Bill. 


Mr.  Bfbakbb  took  the  chair  at  half -past  two 
o'clook  p.m. 

Fbatsbs. 

FIRST  BEADINGS. 
Lunatic    Asylums  Board  of    Inquiry   Bill, 
Labour  Day  Bill. 

SESSIONAL  COMMITTEES. 

BaUiWays. — Mr.  E.  G.  Allen,  Mr.  Carson, 
Mr.  Orowther,  Mr.  Duncan,  Mr.  Flatman,  Mr. 
Graham,  Mr.  Holland,  Mr.  Lawry,  Mr.  Massey, 
Mr.  McLean,  Mr.  Morrison,  Mr.  O'Meara,  Mr. 
Bawlins,  Mr.  Tanner,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Thomson,  Mr.  Wright,  and  Mr.  Cadman. 

House.— Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  E.  G.  Allen,  Mr. 
Buchanan,  Mr.  G.  Hutohieon,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr. 
McGowan,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  O'Began,  Mr. 
Stevens,  Bight  Hon.  B.  J.  Seddon,  and  Mr. 
Carroll. 

TWELVE-TBIP  TICKETS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin), 
it  was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  showing,  for  the  quarter  ended 
24tli  June,  1899,  the  average  number  per  week 
of  ** second-class  twelve-trip  tickets"  (for  which 
the  charge  was  2s.  6d.  each)  issued  from  Lower 
Hutt,  Te  Aro,  and  intermediate  stations. 


FOBBST  PLANTATIONS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FLATICAN  (Gktaldine), 
it  was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  showing, — (1)  The  totad  area 
planted  with  forest  trees  up  to  3lBt  Karek, 
1899,  under  the  provisions  of  "  The  New  Zea- 
land State  Forests  Act,  1855,"  or  any  olher 
Act;  (2)  the  total  cost  of  such  planting;  (^ 
the  area,  if  any,  which  has  been  destroyed  by 
fire  or  otherwise ;  (4)  the  present  estimated 
Talue  of  such  plantations ;  and  (5)  the  amount 

S reposed  to  be  expended  on  forest-tree  planting 
ttring  the  present  year. 

PUBLIC  ESTATE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HOGG  (Masterton),  it 
was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  tids 
House  a  return  setting  forth  parttonlars  of 
the  public  estate  as  follows :  (1)  Area  of  land 
alienated  from  the  Crown ;  (2)  area  of  Crown 
land  acquired  but  not  alienated;  (3)  area  of 
land  held  by  Native  owners ;  (4)  area  of  NatiTs 
land  leased  to  Europeans ;  (5)  quantity  of  land 
held  under  different  tenuree;  (6)  extent  of 
freehold  land,  with  original  and  present  uniia- 
proved  value;  (7)  extent  of  leasehold  lands, 
with  original  and  present  values ;  (8)  area  and 
number  of  grasing-runs  and  small  mns  le- 
spectively;  (9)  rental  and  estimated  Taloe  dt 
the  same ;  (10)  number  of  freehold  and  lease- 
hold sections  disposed  of,  and  number  of  sams 
that  are  occupied. 

BABBITING  ON  EABNSCLEUGH  BUNS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BAWLINS  (Tuapeka), 
it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  showiog  the  cost  of  rabbiting  on 
the  Eamscleugh  runs,  in  Otago,  from  the  lit 
April,  1898,  to  the  81st  March,  1899,  showing 
the  number  of  men  employed,  the  separate  eost 
of  trapping,  and  the  separate  cost  of  poisoning. 

BABBIT-PBOOP  WIBE-NBTTING 
FENCES  ACT. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HOGG  (Masterton).  it 
was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  showing  the  amounts  appM 
for  under  the  Babbit-proof  Wire-netting  Fences 
Act,  and  for  the  establishment  of  dairy  factories 
under  the  Dairy  Industry  Act  of  last  sessiaB; 
also,  the  amounts  granted  under  the  provaions 
of  these  measures. 

CONCILIATION  BOAKDS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellingtofi 
City),  it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  Xxkst 
this  House  a  return  showing,— (1.)  The  totsl 
expenditure  in  connection  with  the  Concillatioa 
Courts  of  the  colony  during  the  last  two  finsn* 
cial  years.  (2.)  The  total  costs  inoorred  on 
each  of  the  various  cases  brought  before  these 
Courts  during  the  above  period;  also  setting 
forth  whether  the  decisions  arrived  at  wtzs 
appealed  from  or  accepted.  (3.)  The  amount 
paid  as  salary,  travelling-expenses,  or  other 
allowances  to  each  member  of  the  Boatd,  or 
to  any  official  or  witness,  in  connection  vith 
the  proceedings  of  these  Courts  during  tbs 
above  term. 
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HARBOUR  BOARD  LOANS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  FISHER  (Wellington 
City),  it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before 
Hub  Hoose  a  return  showing  in  detail  the 
Mttoont  aotoally  raised  on  loan  by  each  Har- 
bour Board  and  by  each  Borough  and  local 
governing  body  in  the  colony :  return  to  show 
the  rate  of  interest  payable  on  each  loan,  the 
cate  of  sinking  fund  payable,  and  the  amount 
of  sinking  fund  aooumulated.  Return  to  be  in 
the  form  of  Parliamentary  Paper  B.-21,  Ses- 
■ion  H.,  1891. 

"NATIVE  PURPOSES"  CONTINGEN- 
CIES. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON 
^atea),  it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  be- 
fore this  House  a  return  setting  out  the  de- 
tails of  the  £792  for  '*  Contingencies,"  under 
the  head  of  **  Native  Purposes,'*  in  the  Civil 
liiflt  expenditure,  1898-99. 

GLBNTUI  ESTATE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley), 
it  was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  showing, — (1)  The  total  acreage 
of  freehold  of  the  Glentui  Estate  administered 
by  the  Assets  Board  in  May,  1898 ;  (2)  the  land- 
tax  valuation  and  the  book  value  of  the  said 
freehold,  given  separately ;  (8)  the  acreage  sold 
by  public  auction  in  Novemoer,  1898 ;  (4)  the 
land-tax  valuation  of  each  of  the  blocks  of  the 
said  estate  submitted  to  auction  and  sold  in 
November,  1898  ;  and  (5)  the  total  amount  the 
said  land  realised :  this  return  to  be  for  the 
year  ending  the  81st  December,  1898. 

OOVERNMENT  ADVANCES  TO  SETTLERS 

ACT. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  ALLEN  (Bruce),  it 
was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  showing  the  purposes  for  which 
advances  under  the  Government  Advances  to 
Settlers  Act  have  been  made,  being  a  table 
similar  to  that  on  page  2  of  B.-18,  1899,  but 
referring  to  the  advances  made,  instead  of  the 
applications. 

PATANGATA  LOCAL  VALUER. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER  (Waipawa), 
it  was  ordered.  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  return  showing  the  names  of  all  ap- 
plicants for  the  position  of  local  valuer  for  the 
Fatangata  County  at  the  last  general  valua- 
tion, with  the  amounts  of  their  respective  offers 
for  making  such  valuations. 

PARLIAMENT  BUILDINGS  EXPENDI- 
TURE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Waira- 
rapa),  it  was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before 
this  House  a  return  showing, — (1)  The  amount 
expended  on  the  additions  to  the  Parliamentary 
Buildings  up  to  the  24th  June,  1898,  setting  out 
separately  (a)  the  amount  expended  on  labour 
under  the  co-operative  system,  (6)  the  amount 
otherwise  paid  for  labour,  (c)  the  amount  paid 
for  material ;  (2)  the  amount  paid  on  contracts 
let  since  24th  June,  1898 ;  (3)  the  amount  of  I 


liabilities  still  unpaid  on  contracts  since  the 
above  date ;  (4)  the  amount  similarly  paid  for 
labour  apart  irom  contracts;  (5)  the  amount 
paid  for  material  apart  from  contracts  ;  (6)  the 
amount  of  liabilities  for  material  apart  from 
contracts ;  (7)  the  total  amount  paid  under  all 
the  above  headings  since  1st  February,  1898 ; 
and  (8)  the  total  amount  of  liabilities  still  out- 
standing. 

COMPENSATION  FOR  ACCIDENTS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McLEAN  (N^ier),  it 
was  ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
a  return  showing  the  number  of  employes  in 
the  Government  service  during  the  last  fifteen 
years  who  have  met  with  accidents,  fatal  or 
otherwise,  to  whom  or  to  whose  families  com- 
pensation has  been  paid,  and  the  total  amount 
of  compensation  paid  in  each  case;  also,  the 
number  of  partially  disabled  for  whom  situa- 
tions in  the  Government  employment  have 
been  found ;  and  the  number  of  employes  who, 
after  meeting  with  accidents,  have  been  dis- 
charged. 

LANDS  REPORT. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  said  he 
wished  to  ask  the  Hon.  the  Acting  Mmister  of 
Lands,  without  notice,  when  he  intended  to 
lay  the  Lands  Report  on  the  table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Lands)  said  the  Lands  Report  was  in  the 
Printing  Office,  and  as  soon  as  it  came  from 
the  printers  it  would  be  presented. 

Captain  RUSSELL  wished  to  knew  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  could  give  any  idea  as 
to  how  soon  that  would  be. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  it  depended  on  the 
work  at  the  Printing  Office.  He  could  not  give 
a  definite  date  in  case  he  might  [not  be  able  to 
keep  his  word.  He  would  bring  the  report 
down  as  soon  as  possible. 

QUESTIONS. 

OQ  Mr.  SEDDON   (Premier)    moved. 

That  questions  be  postponed  until 
after  Notices  of  Motion  Nos.  1,  2,  8,  4,  and  12. 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  thought 
honourable  members  were  too  ready  in  granting 
concessions  infringing  the  Standing  Orders. 
It  was  distinctly  laid  down  that  business  was 
to  be  taken  in  a  certain  course  ;  but  there  was 
now  a  continual  infringement  of  their  Standing 
Orders,  and  he  entered  his  protest,  as  he  had 
done  on  previous  occasions,  against  this  in- 
fringement. Honourable  members  seemed  to 
think  it  a  matter  of  indifference  whether  they 
suspended  their  Standing  Orders  daily  or  not. 
For  his  own  part,  it  appeared  to  him  that  these 
Standing  Orders  were  framed  specially  to  pro- 
tect the  House  against  irregular  procedure  in 
the  conduct  of  its  daily  business  by  a  Govern- 
ment majority.  Almost  every  day  the  House 
sat  suspension  was  moved  for  one  purpose  or 
another,  and  the  custom  that  used  to  prevail 
in  bygone  days  of  answering  questions  was 
delayed  from  time  to  time  until  so  many  ques- 
tions accumulated  on  the  Order  Paper  that 
it  was  almost  impossible  to  get  questions 
asked  and  answered  in  a  way  that  was  neoes- 
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sary  for  eliciting  the  necessary  information. 
It  was  almost  impossibie,  if  the  answers  were 
misatisfactory — as,  unfortunately,  they  very 
often  were — that  the  House  oould  debate  them, 
according  to  the  Standing  Orders,  after  the 
whole  of  the  questions  had  been  disposed  of. 
Members  were  really  not  considering  how  im- 
portant it  was  that  the  business  of  the  country 
should  be  proceeded  with  in  an  orderly  fashion. 
It  was  only  right  that  members  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  moving  the  adjournment  of 
the  House  after  the  questions,  and  members 
would  not  have  that  opportunity  at  the  close  of 
the  questions.  Therefore  the  House  should  not 
grant  this  incessant  application  of  Ministers  to 
postpone  the  Standing  Orders  for  the  purpose 
of  setting  aside  the  business  at  the  head  of 
the  Order  Paper,  and  so  preventing  the  discus- 
sion of  certain  matters  that  should  always  be 
openly  and  freely  debated. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa)  suggested  to 
the  Premier  that  he  should  amend  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  the 
Opposition  discussing  any  matters  that  the 
Qovernment  did  not  wish  them  to  discuss.  The 
honourable  gentleman  would  ttien  arrive  at  the 
goal  he  so  evidently  desired  to  reach  with  the 
least  possible  friction  and  unpleasantness. 

Mr.  8EDD0N  (Premier)  said,  if  they  wished 
to  get  on  with  the  work,  it  must  be  recognised 
that  it  was  a  fundamental  and  constitutional 
principle  that  the  Committees  should  first  be 
set  up.  Either  the  Committees  must  be  pre- 
cluded from  going  on  with  their  legitimate 
functions  or  the  course  suggested  by  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  must  be  taken.  And  which 
of  the  two  proposals  would  best  facilitata  the 
working  of  the  House  and  the  business?  To 
his  mind,  the  setting-up  of  the  Committees  was 
certainly  the  first  thing  they  should  undertake. 
There  were  only  four  of  them-  that  were  not 
now  set  up,  and  two  of  them  were  very  im- 
portant. For  instance,  there  was  the  House 
Committee,  which  it  was  desired  should  meet  at 
once  with  a  Committee  from  the  other  Chamber, 
and  there  was  another  Committee  wanted  for 
a  similar  purpose.  Until,  therefore,  they  had 
cleared  the  Order  Paper  of  the  setting-up  of 
the  Committees,  they  could  not  go  on  with 
the  work  expeditiously  and  well.  No  one  in 
the  House  knew  better  than  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  that  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  did  not  wish 
to  set  aside  the  Standing  Orders.  He  was  the 
last  man  in  the  House  who  would  do  it.  Cer- 
tainly there  were  a  large  number  of  questions 
on  the  Order  Paper,  but  what  was  responsible 
for  that  ?  Was  it  not  the  no-confldence  motion 
proposed  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition?  That 
motion  stopped  the  business  of  the  country  for 
a  fortnight.  He  could  assure  honourable  gentle- 
men opposite  he  had  no  desire  to  deprive  them 
of  their  rights,  but  he  did  want  to  see  the  Com- 
mittees set  up. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

AKBOR  DAY. 
Mr.  GUINNESS  (Grey)  asked  the  Premier 
if  he  intended,  at  the  rising  of  the  House  this 
evening,  to  move  the  adjournment  until  half- 
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past  seven  to-morrow,  so  as  to  give  the  leads 
of  the  Opposition  and  other  members  of  the 
House  an  opportunity  of  observing  Arbor  Dsf 
by  assisting  in  planting  trees  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SBDDON  (Premier)  desired  to  enooorags 
tree-planting,  but,  knowing  the  arduous  tad[ 
and  the  great  strain  their  parliamentary  dotiea 
entailed  on  them,  he  would  ask  memben  to 
confine  themselves  to  their  parliamentuy 
duties,  and  to  leave  tree-planting  to  aomebody 
el  80 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  said,  hy 
way  of  personal  explanation,  he  had  no  wish  to 
plant  trees  on  the  following  day. 

MARINE  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  CARNCROSS  (Taieri)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Marine  if  the  proceedings  of  the  MariiM 
inquiry  would  be  printed  and  circulated  ai 
soon  as  possible.  The  daily  papers  gave  only 
condensed  accounts  of  the  proceedings,  whioh 
members  were  in  the  habit  of  catting  out  and 
pasting  in  their  scrap-books.  It  was  only  right, 
however,  that  they  snould  have  the  full  repon 
of  the  evidence  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (Minister  of  Marine)  eaid 
the  whole  matter  of  the  printing  would  mt 
with  the  Commission.  His  own  dedre  WM  to 
see  every  paper  presented  and  every  word 
uttered  before  the  Commission  printed  and  eir- 
culated  to  members,  and,  as  far  as  he  was  con- 
cemed,  he  would  not  delay  it  an  hour.  If  the 
report  were  in  his  possession  he  would  la^  it  on 
the  table  at  once.  As  for  the  reports  in  tiis 
papers,  they  were  very  brief,  and  in  some  eaM 
very  incorrect. 

COMMERCE  PROMOTION  COMMITTBB. 
Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  moved.  That  Stand- 
ing Order  No.  211  be  suspended,  and  that  a 
Committee,  consisting  of  thirteen  membeiB,  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report  as  to  tks 
best  means  of  promoting  the  oonunerce  of  titf 
colony,  and  the  sale  of  the  colony's  prodncti 
in  markets  other  than  those  at  present  obtaio* 
able ;  the  Committee  to  have  power  to  call  for 
persons  and  papers;  three  to  be  a  quorum: 
the  Committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  BnohanaBi 
Mr.  Duthie,  Mr.  Hogg,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  McLeaB, 
Mr.  McNab,  Mr.  Meredith,  Mr.  O'Meara.0ip- 
tain  Russell,  Mr.  Symes,  Hon.  Mr.  Ward,  Jb, 
Wason,  and  the  mover.  This  waa  a  mattet  of 
urgency.  He  would  like  to  have  the  matter  of 
arranging  for  direct  steam  connection  with  the 
Cape  dealt  with  at  once,  owing  to  the  condition 
of  afiairs  there,  and  to  the  opening  that  bs 
believed  existed  for  selling  the  colony's  pro- 
ducts in  that  and  other  parts  of  South  Aftiea. 
He  would  bring  papers  before  the  Committes, 
and,  if  possible,  get  the  sanction  of  the  Honw 
to  allow  the  Government  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  trade.  In  the  meantime  anoffff 
had  been  made  to  pay  part  of  the  expenses  of 
an  expert — a  commercial  man  of  standiDg— to 
go  there  and  get  details  as  to  the  prices  and 
chances  for  the  colony's  products,  so  that  pro- 
ducers here  might  be  in  a  position  to  send  that 
products  there ;  and  it  was  an  important  mattsr 
to  have  the  Committee  appointed  at  once.  Bat 


1899.]        Comm^ce  Promotion        [HOUSB.] 


GommitUe. 


637 


he  did  not  wish,  when  PftKliament  was  sitting, 
to  commit  the  colony  to  any  liability  until  the 
matter  had  been  brought  before  the  House. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  therefore  agree  to 
■et  the  Committee  up,  and  he  would  place  the 
papers  and  correspondence  before  it,  ask  it  to 
report  forthwith  to  the  House,  and  then  the 
Government  would  ask  the  House  to  deal  with 
the  matter.  The  only  liability  they  had  at- 
tempted to  incur  in  the  meantime  was  to  grant 
a  pound-for-pound  subsidy  up  to  £100  for  the 
expense  of  this  expert  to  go  to  the  Cape. 
They  intended  at  the  same  time  to  furnish 
him,  through  the  Agricultural  Department, 
with  samples.  He  thought  that  was  a  fair 
thing  to  do  under  the  circumstances. 

Captain  BUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  asked  if 
the  name  of  Mr.  Herries  would  be  substituted 
for  his  (Captain  Bussell's)  on  this  Committee, 
aa  had  oeen  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Yes. 

Motion  amended  accordingly. 

Mr.  SMITH  (Christohuroh  City)  said  that 
perhaps  it  would  interest  the  Premier  to  know, 
in  reference  to  the  proposal  to  send  an  expert 
to  the  Cape  to  report  on  that  market,  tiiat 
already  there  was  an  expert  there.  This  expert 
had  been  sent  as  the  representative  of  a  num- 
ber of  Christchurch  merchants,  to  see  to  the 
opening  and  development  of  the  trade  of  the 
oolony  with  the  Cape.  The  Premier  was  just 
about  six  months  too  late.  The  question  of 
opening  up  trade  with  South  Africa  had  been 
before  the  oolony  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
if  the  Department  of  Industry  and  Commerce 
had  been  alive  to  what  had  been  going  on,  and 
had  looked  into  the  matter,  it  would  have  recog- 
nised the  necessity  of  something  being  done 
after  the  member  for  Mataura  came  back  last 
year  and^  gave  such  a  glowing  report  as  to  the 
prospects  of  trade  with  South  Africa.  Instead 
of  action  being  taken,  the  matter  had  been  kept 
hanging  on  and  nothing  done  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and,  now  that  private  enterprise  had 
taken  the  question  in  hand,  the  Government 
proposed  to  subsidise  another  expert,  and  to 
send  him  over  to  report  on  the  market.  He 
thought  the  amount  of  the  subsidy  might  just 
as  well  be  saved,  as  the  market  would  have 
been  already  tested  by  other  merchants.  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  merchants  of  Wei- 
luigton,  Dunedin,  or  Auckland  were  anxious  to 
go  into  the  business  and  send  an  expert  to 
report  on  what  other  people  had  done  ;  but,  at 
any  rate,  the  proposal  of  the  Gk>vernment  to 
subsidise  an  expert  in  view  of  what  had  been 
done  seemed  simply  absurd.  Trade  had  been 
opened  up  already.  Arrangements  had  been 
made  for  a  New  Zealand  Shipping  Company's 
steamer  to  call  at  the  Cape  on  one  or  two 
occasionB,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  this  ques- 
tion might  well  be  left  to  private  enterprise  to 
complete.  In  the  ordinary  course  the  result  of 
the  present  efforts  would  come  before  the  House 
and  the  country,  and  the  Premier  could  get  his 
information  for  nothing. 

Mr.  DUTHIB  (Wellington  City)  said,  as  had 
been  pointed  out  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Smith),  a  Committee 


was  set  up  last  session,  at,  he  understood,  the 
instigation  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Mataura,  to  consider  questions  relating  to  the 
extension  of  commerce,  and  certain  schemes 
with  regard  to  opening  up  a  market  at  the  Cape 
and  elsewhere  were  brought  forward  by  that 
honourable  gentleman.  That  Committee  sat 
off  and  on  during  a  couple  of  months,  and 
dealt  with  various  subjects,  including  the 
question  of  ocean  mail  and  coastal  services, 
but  after  all  its  labours  no  effect  whatever  wa» 
given  to  its  reports  and  no  result  had  been 
achieved.  He  doubted,  after  the  Committee 
had  given  this  time  and  had  reported  to  the 
House,  whether  its  report  was  even  perused  by 
a  Minister.  Akin  to  this,  and  in  connection 
with  the  question  of  the  coastal  mail-ser- 
vices, there  was  a  second  Committee  set 
up  to  inquire  into  the  Wellington-Lyttel- 
ton  service.  That  Committee  also  gave  con- 
siderable time  to  the  question,  and  obtained 
by  cable,  at  some  expense,  full  informa* 
tion  about  the  price  of  steamers ;  and  it  also 
considered  the  railway  time-tables  in  connection 
with  it,  to  give  a  fast  connected  service  from 
Auckland  to  Invercargill,  in  which  the  public 
was  much  interested,  but  all  without  the  &ght- 
est  result.  Such  Committees  appeared  to  be 
simply  a  means  of  occupying  the  time  of  mem- 
bers until  they  were  sufficiently  wearied  out  and 
anxious  to  close  the  session — ripe,  in  fact,  to 
pass  questionable  legislation  and  doubtful  votes. 
He  would  like  to  hear  from  the  Premier  whether 
the  reports  of  this  Committee  would  be  given 
practical  effect  to — whether  anything  was  now 
to  be  done.  If  action  had  been  taken  a  year  ago 
it  was  possible  some  practical  result  might  have 
followed,  although  the  like  was  even  then  im- 
probable. The  mercantile  public  might  be 
trusted  to  attend  to  such  subjects.  We  had  no 
confidence  whatever  in  these  so-oalled  experts, 
or  Government  interference  in  such  matters. 
He  would  not,  however,  oppose  the  setting-up 
of  the  Committee,  as  he  supposed  the  very  dis- 
organized state  of  our  ocean  mail  •  services 
would  be  referred  to  it. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa)  merely  wished 
to  say  for  himself,  personally,  that  he  had  the 
greatest  distrust  possible  of  Government  ex- 
perts. Let  them  take,  for  example,  what 
happened  with  regard  to  the  expert  appointed 
in  connection  with  the  timber  industry.  The 
Government  sent  timber  to  various  parts  of  the 
world,  on  the  advice  of  one  of  these  "  precious  " 
experts.  He  (Mr.  Buchanan)  had  thought  that 
this  particular  expert  was  politically  and  com- 
mercially dead  some  time  ago,  but  he  found 
him  still  cropping  up  here  and  there;  and  it 
seemed  that  once  one  of  these  gentlemen  got 
upon  the  shoulders  of  the  Government  they 
were  very  hard  to  kick  off  again. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — I  hear  he  has  joined  the 
Opposition. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  should  be  very  sorry  for 
the  Opposition  if  the  results  to  them  were  the 
same  as  they  had  been  in  the  case  of  the  pre- 
sent Government.  Speaking  for  himself,  he 
did  not  profess  to  be  a  commercial  man,  but  he 
I  had  carefully  read  all  that  had  appeared  in  the 
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papers  as  to  the  possibilities  of  trade  with  the 
Cape ;  hat  he  must  confess  that  the  result  ap- 
peared to  be  very  doabtful,  becaaae  the  trade 
— ^whatever  it  might  be — would  go  only  one 
way.  There  would  be  no  chanoe  whatever,  as 
far  as  he  could  see,  of  Any  return  oargo ;  and, 
in  that  case,  a  doable  freight  would  necessarily 
have  to  be  charged  on  all  cargo  from  New  Zea- 
land. It  was  useless  to  blink  their  eyes  to  the 
fact  that  some  of  the  other  colonies  in  our 
immediate  neighbourhood  were  much  more 
favourably  situated  for  supplying  the  Gape 
than  New  Zealand. 

An  Hon.  Mjbmbeb. — We  are  as  well  situated 
as  they  are  in  Australia. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  denied  that  that  was  so, 
because  there  was  already  established  one  line 
of  steamers — ^if  not  two— between  the  Mother- 
country  and  Australia  via  the  Gape.  There 
were  no  such  facilities  available  between  this 
colony  and  the  Cape ;  and  they  must  not  for- 
get, also,  that  many  articles  of  produce  largely 
used  in  South  Africa  could  be  and  were  sup- 
plied from  South  America,  the  distance  being  a 
verv  short  one.  If  this  Committee  were  set  up 
he  had  no  objection  whatever  to  it,  as  it  could 
investigate  the  whole  subject,  and  subsequently 
report  to  the  House. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christchuroh  City)  said  he 
was  very  pleased  to  hear  from  the  f^emier 
that  the  question  of  trade  with  South  Africa 
was  going  to  receive  some  attention  from  the 
Government.  He  agreed,  however,  with  his 
colleague  (Mr.  Smith)  that  the  proposal  to  send 
an  expert  to  the  Cape  at  the  expense  of  the 

8  SO  ^^^^°7  ^^^3  really  not  a  wise  one.  As 
'  his  colleague  had  already  told  the 
House,  there  was  an  expert  from  Canterbury 
in  South  Africa  now,  representing  some  of  the 
largest  firms  in  the  colony,  and  in  addition  to 
the  produce  he  took  with  him,  representative 
of  the  principal  products  of  the  colony,  other 
shipments  would  soon  be  on  their  way  there  as 
the  result  of  his  operations.  More  than  that, 
for  the  past  two  years  there  has  been  irregular 
shipments  of  produce  going  from  New  Zealand 
to  Capetown  and  Johannesburg,  vid  Sydney 
and  Melbourne.  The  difficulty  in  this  colony, 
so  far  as  trade  with  South  Africa  was  concerned, 
was  not  the  question  of  knowing  the  markets — 
of  learning  the  requirements  there— but  the 
whole  difficulty,  np  to  date,  had  been  that  there 
had  been  no  regular  means  of  direct  communi- 
cation between  New  Zealand  and  South  Africa. 
The  mere  fact  of  our  produce  having  to  go  to 
South  Africa  vid  Melbourne  or  Sydney,  in  the 
Aberdeen  or  Lund  lines — there  were  two  lines  of 
steamers  from  Australia  to  Capetown  and  Port 
Natal,  causing  heavy  freight  to  be  paid  from 
New  Zealand  to  Australia — had  handicapped 
trade  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  it  all  bat 
impossible.  He  was  quite  certain  that  the 
money  they  would  be  asked  to  vote  towards  an 
expert  would  be  practically  thrown  away,  and 
for  once  he  could  urge  with  a  measure  of  feel- 
ing that  it  would  be  much  better  spent  on  roads 
in  the  district  the  honourable  member  for  Mas- 
terton  pleaded  so  eloquently  for.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  within  his  knowledge,  for  two  years  past 
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shipments  of  produce  had  been  going  from  Hew 
Zealand  to  South  Africa  vid  Helbouzne.    He 
had  read  the  reports  from  Johannesburg  relative 
to  mutton,  butter,  and  cheese  sent  there  from 
Canterbury,  and  the  statements  made  time  after 
time  were   that    no   produce    from  Australia 
woald  approach  the  New  Zealand  produce  ia 
quality.    The  reason  why  orders  were  not  oem- 
ti Dually  coming  to  this  colony  was  the  reaeon 
he  had  already  given — the  cost  of  the  steamer 
freight    from  New  Zealand  to  Melbourne  for 
transhipment.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  freight 
from  here  to  Melbourne  was  the  same  as  was 
paid  from  Melbourne  to  London,  and  memben 
would  see  at  once  that,  with  a  handicap  like 
that,  New  Zealand  produce  was  quite  out  of  iL 
Last  season  it  happened  that  the  cheese  market 
of  New  Zealand  was  practically  monopolized 
by  orders  from  South  Africa,  and  the  people 
here  had  to  stand  by  for  want  of  direct  steamer 
accommodation,  and^know  that  the  Malboame 
merchants  were    buying    up   New    Zealand's 
output  of  cheese  to  fill  these  orders,  and  the 
farmers  here  were  deprived  of  the  profits  they 
should  have  derived  from  the  high  prices  ruling 
in  the  African  market.    Again,  a  large  qaantify 
of  butter — he  believed  the  bulk  of  the  batter^— 
that  went  from  this  colony  to  Melbourne  ulti- 
mately  found  its  way  to  the  South  African 
market.    That  trade  was  going  from  us,  bat 
not  for  want  of  an  expert.     There  were  scores 
of  people  in  the  colony  who  had  every  tittle  of 
information  regarding  the  prices  of  produoe  in 
the  South  African  market.    They  already  knew 
the  annual  consumption  and  the  requirexnents. 
The  providing  of  direct  steam  conununioaticHi 
was  the  only  solution  of  the  difficulty  of  tcade 
with  South  Africa,  and  that  was  being  met  to 
some  extent  by  the  New  Zealand    Shipping 
Company,  which  during  the  last  few  weeks  naa 
announced  that  the    **  Otarama "    would  go 
Home  vi&  Cape  Colony  instead  of  round  the 
Horn.     It   was  the  fact  that  there  was  no 
return  trade  with  Cape  Colony,  as  that  cdlony 
did  not  do  an  export  trade  that  could  affect 
our  market  in  any  way ;  and   the  only  way 
to  get  our  produce  to  South  Africa  was  to 
arrange  with  the  direct  steamship  companiM 
to  let  the  steamers  go  vid  the  Cape  instead 
of  vid  South   America.     In   doing  that  they 
would  confer  a  double  advantage  on  the  colony. 
At  the  present  time  the  lines  were  useful  to  t^M 
trade  of  the  Argentine  Republic ;  bat,  if  the 
steamers  went  via  Cape  Colonv,  they  woald  be 
touching  British  territory  all  the  way,  and 
building  up  a  solid  inter- British  trade.    If  the 
colony  was  not  already  committed  to  expenaa 
in  connection  with  an  expert  to  go  to  South 
Africa,  it  would  be  far  better  for  the  Qovem- 
ment  to  reconsider  its  decision  and  to  save  the 
expense  it  was  proposed  to  put  the  colony  to, 
as  the  way  out  of  the  difficulty  was  alreaay  at 
hand  in  the  decision  of  the  Shipping  Company ; 
and  if  other  steamers  after  the  ^* Otarama'* 
were  sent,  and  the  Shaw-Savill  Company  could 
be  induced  to  send  boats  by  the  same  routs, 
that  was  the  only  opportunity  the  merchaats 
of  the  colonv  were  waiting  for,  and  a  nseful 
trade  would  be  within  their  grasp.    He  iM^ed 
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the  mttmbera  who  werq  interested  in  commerce 
would  hear  this  in  mind :  that  all  the  informa- 
tion an  expert  could  gather  was  of  no  use  to 
1  the  merchants,  hut  that  what  would  be  of 
service  was  that  the  Government  should  have 
an  interview  with  the  shipping  companies 
and  arriu9ge  for  an  extension  of  the  promises 
already  made. 

Mr.  McGUIRE   ^Hawera)  said  he    had  to 
thank  the  Premier  for  setting  up  this  Com- 
mittee.   On  the  28th   of  last  month  he  had 
given  notice  of  a  question  on  this  head.    It 
was  to  the  following  effect :  Whether  the  Go- 
vernment would  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
open  up  direct  trade  with  the  Cape  and  other 
countries,  in  the  interest  of  producers  of  this 
country  ?    He  presumed  the  Fremier  had  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  answering  that  ques- 
tion.   This,  however,  showed  the  necessity  for 
setting  some  time  apart,  and  adhering  to  it, 
for  the  answering  of  questions.    The  Standing 
Orders  were  continuidly  being  set  aside.     He 
was  pleased  the  Committee  was  to  be  set  up ; 
bat,  if  the  result  of  the  Committee  was  merely 
the  appointment  of  an  expert,  he  did  not  think 
it   would    be   worth   much.    The  Conmiittee 
should  endeavour  to  promote  the  commerce  of 
the  colony,  and  the  sale  of  colonial  products  in 
the  markets  of  the  world.    What  they  wanted 
was  to  subsidise  a  line  of  steamers,  if  neces- 
sary, and  in  this  way  encourage  exports  and 
extend  the  commercial  relations  of  the  colony. 
They  lAould  do  what  was  being  done  in  Aus- 
tralia.   Australia  was  taking  the  lead  in  this 
matter,  and  New  Zealand  could  not  afford  to  lag 
behind.    The  Minister  of  Agriculture  of  Victoria 
had  already  taken  prompt  action  in  connection 
with   the  freight  question,  in  order  to  have 
direct   steamers   to    take    advantage   of    the 
markets.    No  country  in  the  world  could  com- 
pare .to  New   Zealand  in  productiveness,  and 
therefore  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  do  everything  in  its  power  to  assist  the  pro- 
ducers of  the  country.    He  was  glad  to  see  that 
steps  were  being  taken,  but  if  it  was  only  for 
the  purpose  of  selecting  an  expert  there  was 
no  necessity  to  set  up  the  Committee.    At  the 
present  time  they  did  not  want  more  experts ; 
they  wanted  something  more  substantial.    It 
now  only  remained  for  the  Government  not  to 
neglect  their  great  opportunity.     He  trusted 
that  advantage  would  be  taken  of  the  markets 
of  the  world,  because  New  Zealand  was  famed 
for  its  productive  capabilities.    From  what  he 
conid  learn,  there  was  a  capital  business  to  be 
done  at  the  Cape.    He  felt  satisfied  that  no 
good  would  resulffrom  the  appointment  of  an 
expert. 

Mr.  R.  MoEENZIE  (Motueka)  said  this  was 
a  class  of  discussion  that  they  got  in  the  House 
almost  every  afternoon,  and  invariably  during 
the  last  session  of  a  Parliament :  day  after  day 
they  started  talking  to  their  constituents. 
IToWy  he  failed  to  see  why  any  member  of  the 
Souse  should  object  to  the  setting-up  of  this 
Committee.  This  was  a  Committee  that  was 
bound  to  do  good,  and  to  benefit  the  producers 
<Kf  the  colony.  But  the  parochial  members 
for  Christchurch  City  seemed  to  regard  Christ- 


church  City  and  the  district  immediately  sur- 
rounding it  as  the  whole  colony. 

An  Hon.  Member.  —  It  is  more  important 
than  Motueka. 

Mr.  B.  McKENZIE.— Well,  he  did  not  know 
that  that  vain  and  vicious  city  was  better  than 
Motueka,  and  he  might  say  that  the  two  mem- 
bers who  represented  Christchurch  City  would 
never  be  equal  to  one  representative  of  Motueka* 
Because  some  small  rings  in  Chriitchurch 
influenced  two  honourable  members — Messrs. 
Smith  and  Taylor — were  the  rest  of  the  members 
of  the  House  going  to  allow  the  colony  to  be  in- 
jured ?  Was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  promote  the  commerce  of  the  whole  colony 
ix^ependently  of  Christchurch  or  of  any  other 
town  ?  If  they  were  going  to  descend  to  parl^ 
politics  like  those  two  honourable  members, 
they  might  just  as  well  be  members  of  a  Road 
Board,  as  far  as  promoting  the  good  of  the 
colony  was  concerned.  He  was  sorry  those 
two  honourable  members  could  not  take  a  wider 
view  than  the  small  part  of  the  colony  they 
represented.  He  did  not  think  they  should 
listen  to  the  two  honourable  members,  because 
they  represented  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a 
clique. 

Mr.  SMITH  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
honourable  member  said  that  he  and  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Taylor)  represented  a  -riog  and  a 
clique. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Motueka,  in  referring  to  the  two  honour- 
able gentlemen,  should  designate  them  as  the 
honourable  members  who  represented  the  elec- 
tors of  Gbristohuroh. 

Mr.  B.  MoKENZIE  admitted  that  the 
honourable  member  represented  a  section  of  the 
electors  of  Christchurch,  and  a  very  poor  sec- 
tion, in  his  opinion,  it  was.  But  to  say  that 
they  represented  the  electors  of  the  colony,  he 
was  not  prepared  to  admit  that  for  one  moment. 
They  might  represent  a  ring  or  clique  in 
Christchurch 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  must  call  the  honour- 
able member  to  order  for  speaking  in  a  dero- 
gatory manner  of  members  of  the  House. 
Members  all  represented  the  constituencies 
that  sent  them  there,  and  should  be  designated 
as  such. 

Mr.  R.  MoKENZIE  said,  if  he  had  trans- 
gressed any  Standing  Order,  he  was  quite  willing 
to  withdraw  what  he  had  said ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  those  honourable  members  did  not  repre* 
sent  the  public  opinion  of  the  whole  colony, 
and  other  honourable  members  did  do  so.  It 
was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  try  to  give 
every  facility  for  the  produce  of  the  colony 
being  placed  on  every  market  in  the  world. 
Why  those  two  honourable  members  should 
object  to  setting  up  this  Committee  was  one 
of  those  things  he  could  not  understand. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  was  glad  this  reso> 
lution  had  been  brought  forward  that  day,  and 
it  was  pleasing  indeed  to  know  that  honour- 
able members  had  given  this  matter  their 
attention.  The  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Duthie)  seemed  to  think  that  no  actioii 
was  taken  upon  the  report  made  by  the  Com- 
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xnitkee  lasfc  Bassion.  The  honoarable  gentieman 
was  entirely  at  fault  in  coming  to  such  a  oon- 
cluslon.  No  one  knew  better  than  the  honour- 
able member  that  only  public  money  which  had 
been  appropriated  for  given  purposes  by  Parlia- 
ment could  be  expended ;  mdeed,  it  did  not 
xequire  him  to  teU  the  honourable  member  that 
the  establishment  of  such  a  service  between 
Wellington  and  Lyttelton  as  was  recommended 
by  the  Committee  would  take  a  large  sum  of 
money.  The  honourable  member  never  asked 
the  Government  why  no  provision  was  made 
in  the  supplementary  estimates  for  the  contin- 
gency that  would  naturally  arise  on  the  report 
of  the  Committee.  The  Government  had,  how- 
ever, gone  into  the  matter.  The  Union  Cdin- 
pany  had  been  approached. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Last  week. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  they  were  approached 
long  ago.  There  had  been  an  improvement  in 
the  olisfl  of  boats  put  on  by  the  company 
between  Wellington  and  Lyttelton.  The  re- 
port of  the  Committee  had  had  the  effect  of 
bringing  the  company  to  its  senses.  There  had 
been  a  marked  improvement.  He  admitted 
there  was  room  for  further  improvement,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  the  Union  Company  would 
see  that,  unless  it  met  the  requirements  of  the 
colony,  one  of  two  things  must  eventuate — 
either  the  Government  must  step  in  and  get  a 
few  up-to-date  boats  and  work  them  in  con- 
nection with  our  railways,  or,  if  that  was  not 
done,  then  the  company  itself  must  meet  the 
requirements  by  an  improved  service.  As  be 
had  said,  they  had  to  some  extent  met  the 
demands  made  by  the  public,  and  given  effect 
to  the  report  of  the  Committee.  As  to  the  ser- 
vice between  Wellington  and  Onehunga,  the 
company  had  made  an  alteration  for  the  better ; 
but  he  must  tell  honourable  members  that  this 
arrangement  meant  a  large  sum  of  money.  If 
members  asked  the  Grovemment  to  do  these 
things — and  he  admitted  they  were  right  to  do 
it — they  must  not  complain  if  the  postal  esti- 
mates were  considerably  increased.  You  could 
not  have  thepe  conveniences  for  commerce  and 
passengers  without  the  taxpayers  having  to  put 
their  hands  in  their  pockets. 

Mr.  DUTHIE.— Yes,  you  can. 

Mr.  SEDDOK  said  the  honourable  member 
wished  to  tell  the  House  that  they  could  do  the 
impossible.  They  could  do  nothing  of  the  kind. 
They  now  came  to  the  question  before  the  House 
—the  trade  with  South  Africa.  First  of  all,  let 
him  tell  honourable  members  that  our  trade 
with  Cape  Colony — he  was  quoting  from  the 
statistics  of  New  Zealand  exports  for  1897 — were 
as  follows:  Cape  Colony,  £6,344;  Natal.  £83; 
Mauritius,  £1,258.  That  was  the  value  of  our 
trade  direct;  but  there  was  no  doubt  in  bis 
mind  that  a  very  large  amount  of  New  Zealand 
produce  went  first  to  London  and  to  Australia, 
and  from  there  was  sent  on  to  Cape  Colony. 
That  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  avoiding  com- 
missions and  expenses  of  middlemen,  and  the 
increased  rate  for  taking  our  produce  to  Lon- 
don and  then  conveying  it  from  London  to  the 
Oape. 

Mr.Seddon 


Mr.  TAYLOB.— There  is  do  trade  done  in 
that  way  now. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  member  for  Christ- 
church  City,  in  this,  as  in  everjrthing  ebe, 
knew  all  about  it.  He  did  not  aay  that  the 
honourable  member  repreeented  a  clique^ 
far  from  it— because  the  honourable  memlier 
represented  everybody,  everything,  every  pro- 
duct, every  industry,  and  everything  oonsumed, 
whether  eatable  or  drinkable ;  there  was 
nothing  under  the  sun  that  the  faononraUe 
member  did  not  know  everything  about.  He 
was  surprised  at  honourable  members  finding 
fault  with  the  appointment  of  experts.  Why, 
the  only  expert  they  had  in  New  Zealand  was 
the  member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor), 
and  his  services  in  that  respect,  he  belimd, 
were  recognised.  He  understood,  during  lass 
recess,  the  honourable  member  was  to  go  to 
Cape  Colony ;  that  he  was  approached,  skod  tiat 
he  agreed  to  go.  Some  people  had  snggested 
that  there  should  be  a  general  thanksgiving 
offered  up,  and  that  their  patronage  should  be 
given  to  the  particular  firms  which  had  in- 
duced the  honourable  member  to  go  to  Cape 
Colony  as  an  expert. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb.— Send  liim  away  this  re- 
cess. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  Well,  probably,  if  it  would 
have  been  an  advantage  to  send  the  honouraUi 
gentleman  away  during  the  last  receas,  it  would 
be  a  much  greater  advantage  if  he  would  go  awqr 
during  the  ooming  recess;  and,  althoogjh  the 
amount  he  had  put  down  as  a  subsidy  was  only 
£100,  he  believed  there  were   people   in  the 
colony  and   members   in    the  House  and  ix 
Parliament  who   would  agree  to  doable  that 
amount  if  it  was  decided  tnat  the  expert  to  gD 
away  was  the  member  for  Christchurch  (Stv 
(Mr.  Taylor).    But,  joking  apart,  and  oominf 
seriously  to  the  business  before  the  House,  wl»t 
was  the  position  ?    The  Government  began  ti 
make  inquiries  as  to  what  prospect  there  m 
for  trade  with  Cape  Colony.    As  a  result  of 
making  inquiries,  they  had  received  a  comnnmi* 
cation  from  Mr.  Barr,  the  Secretary  of  tki 
Dunediu  Chamber  of  Commerce,  enclosing  sa 
offer  from  a  firm  in  Australia  who  werepn- 
pared,    under    certain  limitations,  to    give  s 
monthly  steam  service  for  a  year  to  the  Ci^ 
The   Government   considered  that  the  tcnus 
offered  were  satisfactory ;  but  they  wanted  sb 
assurance  on  the  first  essential — ^namely,  ss  to 
the  prospects  there  were  of  loading  steamen. 
What  did  they  do  ?    They  communicated  wA 
the  producers,  with  the  exporters,   and  wA 
the  several  Chambers   of  Commeroe.    If  the 
Government   solely  undertook   this,  the  pco*  | 
spects  were  that  a  large  sum  of  money  woolabe  j 
paid  away  by  the  colony,  and  the  venture  wosli 
prove  a  failure.    They  must  have  the  prodoeff 
with  them ;  they  must  have  the  exporter  vitk 
them ;  they  must  have  the  commercial  taoi 
with  them,  otherwise  they  would  not  be  abb  ^ 
load  the  steamers.    The  following  letter  bat 
been  received  from  the  Dunediu  Chamber  rf 
Commerce  on  the  matter : — 

**1  regret  that,  owing  to  pressure  otw»^ 
matter,  I  found  it  impossible  to  reply  to  fosf 
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telegram  of  yesterday  by  this  morning's  mail  as 
$iromis«d,  and  trust  Uiat  the  delay  has  not 
caused  any  inconvenience. 

"I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  floar-millers 
«Dd  the  principal  exporting  companies  and 
'Bims  in  this  province.  The  list  is  as  complete 
ss  I  can  make  it ;  but,  as  it  is  probable  there 
are  other  small  exporters,  and  possibly  some 
fnanufaotorers  and  others,  who  would  be  in- 
duced to  export,  I  would  suggest  that  you  for- 
ward copies  of  the  circular  to  the  Ohamber  of 
Oommeree,  so  that  attention  may  be  drawn  to 
the  matter  in  the  newspapers,  and  the  contents 
eonveyed  to  aU  who  are  sufficiently  interested 
to  inquire." 

Then  here  was  a  letter  from  the  Canterbury 
Chamber  of  CSommerce : — 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  circular  of  the  8th  June,  forward- 
ing correspondence  from  the  Dunedin  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  wiUi  reference  to  trade 
with  South  Africa,  and  to  inform  you  that  a 
sub-committee  of  this  Chamber  has  been  ap- 

f'  ointed  to  go  into  the  question,  and  reply  will 
e  sent  to  you  later  on.*' 
He  might  say  they  had  not  received  complete 
oonununioations  yet  as  the  result  of  investiga- 
tions to  be  made  by  the  sub-committee.    The 
next  thing  that  happened  was  this :  As  soon  as 
the  Government  commenced  to   take  action 
they  received  communications  from  the  New 
Zealand  Shipping  Company,  who    said  they 
were  going  into  this  matter,  and  they  wanted 
:to  know  what  the  Government  would  do  in  the 
way  of  assisting  them.    It  was  a  very  strange 
thing  it  had  never  struck  them  before.    They 
liad  taken  no  action ;  but  the  moment  there 
was  a  prospect  of  another  shipping  company 
or  any  other  boats  coming  to  New  Zealand  these 
monopolists  inmiediately  stepped  in.    He  said 
they  had  done  a  great  wrong  to  this  country.  Ue 
ikad  no  hesitation  in  saying  that*    The  pro- 
ducers of  this  country  had  been  in  the  hands 
•of  these  shipping  companies— the  New  Zealand 
Shipping  Company  and  the  Shaw-Savill  Com 
pany — and  when   another   line    of   steamers 
oaxne    here    they    immediately    commenced 
action,  with  the  view  of  stopping  that  line, 
and  with  the  view  of  stopping  the  producers 
of  the  colony  having  another  line  of  steamers 
to  carry  their  produce  to  foreign  ports.    One 
of  the  greatest  curses  this  colony  was  labour- 
tng  under  at  present — and  our  producers  had 
long  paid  and  suffered  through  it — was  the 
fact  that  they  had  not  other  lines  of  steamers 
coming  here.    They  had  to  depend  entirely  on 
these  companies — not  them  alone,  but  with 
the  addition  of  another  company— and  we  in 
Kew  Zealand  had  been  paying  as  high  as  50  per 
oent.  more  for  freights  than  they  had  been  pay- 
ing in  Australia,  because  there  was  no  compe- 
tition.   The  moment  anything  was  done  in  the 
way  of  encouraging  competition,    then    they 
-quietly  stepped  in,  and    there    appeared   an 
advertisement  in  some  such  form  as  this :  "  If 
-sufficient  inducement  offers,  the  *  Otarama'  will 
convey  freight  to  the  Cape  Colony."    That  was 
^mply  done  for  the  purpose  of  paralysing  the 
efforts  of  the  Government,  the  efforts  of  the 
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producers,  the  exporters,  and  the  Chambers  of 
Commerce  in  respect  to  this  question.  But  he 
thought  that,  with  a  desire  to  encourage  other 
companies  to  come  here  and  other  vessels  to 
come  here,  it  was  their  duty  to  give  them  the 
subsidy  asked  for,  and  to  load  vessels,  for  a 
fixed  period,  because,  if  they  bad  these  vessels 
fixed  up  for  a  given  period,  exporters — as  well 
as  those  in  Cape  Colony — could  depend  on  the 
vessels  going  direct  from  New  Zealand  for  at 
least  the  time  specified  in  that  arrangement. 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — Why  did  you  not  sub- 
mit the  correspondence  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  would  have  very  great 
pleasure  in  putting  the  Houfle  in  possession  of 
the  whole  of  the  correspondence  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  whole  of  it  would  be  placed  before 
the  Committee;  and,  when  the  Committee 
brought  down  its  report,  the  correspondence, 
with  the  report,  would  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed.  What  the  Government  complained  of 
was  this :  whenever  they  endeavoured  to  move 
off  existing  lines,  fault  was  found  with  their 
actions.  They  moved  in  the  direction  of  re- 
ducing the  freights  on  grain.  There  were 
ten  million  bushels  of  grain  over  and  above  what 
was  required  for  internal  supply.  The  Govern- 
ment moved  in  the  direction  of  meeting  that 
emergency.  They  could  not  foresee  the  low 
prices,  and  that  the  producers  would  not  be 
shipping  grain.  After  they  had  moved,  owing 
to  the  shipments  being  so  meagre — due  to  the 
low  prices  ruling  for  grain— the  other  shipping 
companies  brought  down  their  rates  of  freigbt. 

Mr.  DUTHIE. — It  was  done  months  before. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  not  done  before  the 
Government  moved.  The  Government  bad  the 
correspondence,  and,  if  the  gentlemen  connected 
with  these  companies  would  remove  the  mark 
**  Confidential "  from  it,  he  would  lay  4t  on  the 
table  of  the  House,  and  it  would  be  seen  what 
their  quotations  were  to  the  Government. 
Either  one  of  two  things  must  have  occurred — 
either  they  deliberately  asked  the  colony  for 
more  than  they  were  prepared  to  take  from 
private  shippers,  or,  knowing  the  large  quan- 
tity of  grain  that  would  have  to  be  shi{|ped, 
they  meant  to  keep  up  the  rates  of  freight. 
There  were  gentlemen  who  were  agents  for  the 
shipping  companies  for  the  time  being,   and 

.Q  they  made  their  arrangements  with 
'  the  shipping  companies.  They  aecer- 
tained  what  freights  were  obtainable,  so  that 
they  could  maJie  terms  with  the  farmers  and 
producers  or  those  who  shipped.  He  had 
no  hesitation  in  telling  the  House  that,' 
from  the  correspondence  they  had  on  this 
matter,  and  from  the  terms  they  had  obtained 
from  the  Tys^r  Company,  which  cost  this 
colony  practically  next  to  nothing,  it  was 
owing  to  the  action  of  the  Government  that 
their  freights  on  grain  were  reduced.  He  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  and  it  was  proved, 
because,  four  days  after  he  made  his  announce- 
ment, the  reduction  was  made.  He  made  his 
announcement  on  the  20th  March,  and  on  the 
24th  March  these  companies  advertised  that 
their  rates  were  reduced.  The  rates  which  he 
told  the  people  of  Auckland  the  Government 
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had  arraDged  with  the  Tyser  Company  were 
accepted  by  the^  other  companieB;  for  foar 
days  after  his  annonncement  was  made  in 
Auckland  and  telegraphed  throughout  the 
colony  they  had  the<(e  other  companies  an- 
nouncing their  reduced  freiglits.  Why  did  they 
not  make  their  arrangements  befrre  ?  He  was 
surprised  that  members  of  the  House  should 
find  fault  with  the  Government  when  the  Go- 
▼ernment  were  making  efTorta  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  projucer,  and  to  relieve  the 
colony  from  being  crushed  under  the  heel  of 
these  companies  and  monopolists.  He  said 
they  ought  rather  to  be  encouraged  in  their 
efforts,  and  not  belittled  in  the  way  that  some 
members  tried  to  do;  because  they  knew,  as 
producers,  it  was  for  their  benefit,  and  that  if 
they  went  on  in  the  direction  they  were  going 
they  would  be  simply  playing  into  the  hands  of 
these  people  again.  Then  they  came,  of  course, 
to  the  question  of  the  correspondence,  and  the 
question  was  asked,  How  much  had  this  cost 
tne  colony  ?  Why,  they  ought  to  know  how 
much  ail  this  cost  the  colony.  And  then  they 
raised  the  constitutional  question — that  the 
Government  had  no  right  to  incur  this  reepon- 
sibility  without  the  warrant  of  Parliament.  If 
the  reduc  ion  of  freights  had  resulted  in  a  cost 
to  this  colony  of  £2,000  or  £3,000,  he  would 
undertake  to  say  that,  as  soon  as  this  came  up 
on  the  estimates,  they  would  be  attacked  on 
oonstituti  nal  grounds — namely,  that  they  had 
not  had  the  warrant  of  Parliament  to  incur 
that  liability.  Now,  so  that  they  should  not 
be  taken  by  surprise,  he  would  put  it  this 
way :  that  they  intended  to  incur  a  liability  of 
£100.  For  what  purpose  ?  To  have  an  expert 
— but  not  such  as  his  friend  the  member  for 
Ghristchurcb  City,  because  his  equal  could  not 
be  found  ;  and  it  would  be  a  terrible  calamity  to 
this  country— in  fact,  his  (Mr.  Seddon's)  occu- 
pation would  be  gone  in  the  House— if  that 
honourable  gentleman  were  away  from  the 
House  during  the  session. 

Mr.  MONK  said  there  were  to  have  been 
only  t«*n  m mutes  lost  over  this  motion. 

Mr  SEDDON  Faid  he  was  not  responsible  for 
having  been  called  upon  to  reply.  It  was  be- 
cause members  of  the  House  would  endeavour 
to  belittle  all  that  the  Government  were  doing, 
and  to  paralyse  their  efforts  when  they  were 
working  for  the  good  of  the  colony  and  its  pro- 
duo  rs  and  exporters,  and,  if  they  would  do  that, 
they  must  naturally  expect  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  something  to  say  in  defence 
of  the  po«iition  they  took  up. 

Mr.  MONK.— Nonsense. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  made  this  interjection  represented  a  dis- 
trict that  had  li'  tie  or  nothing  to  export.  Well, 
after  all,  he  could  not  say  that,  because  he  be- 
lieved it  did  export  timber  and  kauri-gum. 

Mr.  MONK.— Nearly  £9,000,000  for  kauri- 
gum  alone. 

Mr.  SEDDON  wondered  who  was  causing 
the  delay  now. 

Mr.  MOORE. — Can  you  give  us  an  instance 
irbere  the^e  companies  charged  £1 15s.  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  could  give  their  quotations 
Mr,  Ssddon 


showing  that  they  wanted  £1  15s.,  and  man 
than  £1 153.,  so  that  there  was  no  doubt  about 
that.  And  now  he  came  to  this  question.  Why 
should  the  Government  not  accept  the  report 
or  the  advice  of  some  expert  that  had  been 
rent  by  the  exporters  and  producers  of  Christ- 
church?  The  answer  was  simple.  He  had 
been  sent  there  in  the  interest  of  given  oom- 
panies.  He  would,  of  oourj^e,  simply  be  coo^ 
serving  their  interests ;  and,  as  to  the  general 
welfare  of  the  colony,  neither  he  nor  thoee 
who  had  sent  him  cared  much.  They  did 
not  want  their  exporters  or  producers  to 
be  brought  into  competition  with  others  for 
the  Cape  Colony  trade.  He  would  say  this, 
however:  that  before  he  could  ask  Parliazoent 
to  incur  the  liability  of,  he  would  say,  a  year's 
engagement  for  twelve  steamers,  thereby  pro- 
bably running  a  risk  of  as  many  thousand 
pounds,  they  must  have  some  data  from  some 
one  they  could  rely  upon.  He  was  glad  to 
hear  that  the  reports  of  the  expert  repreient- 
ing  these  companies  was  satisf-ietory.  If  so,  it 
would  make  the  work  all  the  lighter  for  whom- 
soever went  to  represent  the  colony ;  but  he 
wished  to  have  such  information  of  a  detailed 
character  that  he  could  say  to  the  House  and 
the  country,  *'  We  are  justified  in  running  this 
risk."  Now,  they  had  bad  an  offer;  and  if  they 
could  give  the  £200  asked  for  in  the  prices 
quoted  from  Mr.  Barr,  it  was  their  duty  at 
once  to  close  with  it,  and  to  get  that  company 
here  connected  with  this  colony;  and  it  was 
not  wise, — he  said  it  with  a  sense  of  gr&ve 
responsibility, — for  them  again  to  be  wholly 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  companies  now  in 
New  Zealand,  that  were  Ufing  New  Zealand 
and  our  trade,  and  who,  whilst  they  carried  so 
much  of  our  products,  went  to  the  Argentina 
and  from  there  carried  at  reduced  rates  to 
the  markets  of  the  world  products  which 
more  than  competed  with  the  products  of  New 
Zealand.  He  therefore  eaid  it  was  wiser  on 
the  part  of  the  colony,  even  if  it  cost  us  a 
few  pounds,  to  make  a  departure.  Wellington* 
from  its  geographical  situation,  was  a  dis- 
tributing centre,  and  they  should  not  be  con- 
fined simply  to  the  vessels  that  came  here. 
In  his  opinion,  this  colony  ought  to  be  the 
terminus  of  some  of  the  services  that  were 
now  connected  with  Australia.  The  addi- 
tional time  imponed  upon  these  vesf>el8  was  so 
short,  and  the  distance  from  Australia  was  so 
small,  that  they  should  not  be  confined,  asthsy 
were  confined,  to  three  or  four  shipping  oom- 

Sanies ;  and,  taking  into  consideration  the  pfo- 
ucts  we  had  to  export,  and  the  volume  of  thess 
exports,  they  ought  to  find  further  connections^ 
and  he  said,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  and 
speaking  for  the  Government,  they  intended  to 
make  a  departure  in  this  direction.  But,  be- 
fore doing  so,  they  wanted  to  know  well  the 
ground  they  were  going  on.  He  iherefon 
hoped  they  would  have  this  Committee  set  up, 
and  that  they  would  have  the  information  be 
indir:ated  placed  before  them;  and,  instead  of 
being  told  their  hands  were  tied  during  the 
recess,  he  could  say  it  was  one  of  the  maUera 
they  had  given  their  attention  to.    Through 
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not  having  any  appropriation,  they  had  rnn  the 
ebance  of  heing  censured,  because  they  had 
incurred  contingent  liabilities.  But,  because  he 
was  prepared  to  commit  this  colony  to  another 
shipping  company,  and  to  have  a  direct  service 
between  here  and  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope, 
eventualities,  which  he  hoped  would  not  take 
place,  were  threatened  between  here  and  the 
Oape.  They  had  no  flour  to  compare  with  ours ; 
they  had  no  wheat,  butter,  nor  cheese  to  com- 
pare with  ours ;  and  to  say  that  Aa«<tralia  was 
in  a  better  position  to  compete  with  us  was 
simply  nonsensical. .  Any  amount  of  our  pro- 
duce went  to  Australia,  and  was  shipped  from 
Australia,  he  believed,  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  At  all  events,  what  he  wanted  to  see  was 
direct  communication.  He  wanted  to  see  other 
shipping  companies  coming  here ;  and  if  that 
was  brought  about,  there  would  be  a  reduction 
of  freights,  and  we  should  not  have  the  settlers 
of  Taranaki  kept  out  of  the  Home  markets, 
fts  had  been  the  case  on  two  occasions  lately  to 
his  own  knowledge.  It  was  a  most  monstrous 
tiling.  Their  produce  was  left,  and  they  missed 
the  best  markets,  simply  because,  as  they  were 
coolly  toldj  '*  We  have  no  space.*'  It  was  a  stand- 
ing blot  on  our  Parliament  and  on  our  country 
that  we  should  allow  our  s«^ttlers  to  bo  placed 
in  the  hands  of  any  shipping  company  which 
might  be  able  to  shut  them  off  from  the  best 
markets,  and  the  best  dates  for  disposing  of 
their  produce,  because  they  had  not  sufficient 
space.  This  Ck>mmittee  was  one  of  the  most 
important  the  Hou*;e  had  been  asked  to  set  up, 
and  the  correspondence  that  would  be  placed 
before  them  would  be  a  complete  answer  to 
the  assertion  that  the  Government  had  been 
doing  nothing  in  the  recess  in  connection  with 
this  matter. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa)  aiked  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  explain  how 
the  Government  had  made  the  reduced  rates 
public  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  when  he  spoke  in  Auck- 
land, on  the  20th  March  last,  and  announced 
that  he  had  arranged  for  wheat  to  be  taken  at 
£1 10s.,  and  oats  at  £1 12fl.  6d.,  and  primage  to 
be  only  5  per  cent.,  the  other  companies  reduced 
their  freights,  but  not  before. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  COMMITTEE. 

ADJOURNED  DEBATE. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  (Bruce)  said  this  debate,  he 
believed,  had  been  opened  on  an  amendment 
moved  by  the  honourable  member  for  Riccar- 
ton,  that  the  scope  of  the  Committee  be  ex- 
tended so  as  to  include  the  examioation  of  the 
estimates.  He  had  very  little  further  to  add 
to  what  he  had  said  on  Friday  afternoon. 
While  he  considered  that  the  Government 
should  have  charge  of  and  be  responsible  for 
their  ef^timates,  they  might  easily  retain  that 
responsibility  and  yet  leave  plenty  of  time  to 
the  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  estimates 
after  theFinancial  Statement  was  broughtdown. 
There  was  generally  considerable  discussion 
on  the  Financial  Statement,  and  the  estimates 
were  never  brought  up  for  consideration  until 


close  upon  the  end  of  the  session,  so  that,  if  it 
was  merely  a  question  of  time,  the  argument 
on  that  score  would  not  hold  water.  He  did 
not  propose  to  deal  with  the  other  arguments 
that  afternoon,  but  he  would  urge  upon  mem- 
bers the  necessity  of  making  some  alteration 
in  the  order  of  reference  to  this  Committee* 
As  it  stood,  the  Committee  was  practically  use- 
less, except  where  a  matter  had  been  referred 
to  them  by  the  Government.  It  was  true  that 
in  some  cases  the  Committee  could  initiate 
proceedings 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Can  you  show  me  an  in- 
stance of  Committees  dealing  v^ith  estimates? 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  did  not  pare  whether  ho  could 
show  cases  or  not.  This  country  was  supposed 
to  lead  the  world,  and  it  had  been  the  boast  of 
members  of  the  Government  that  they  were 
not  guided  by  precedent.  Here  was  an  oppor- 
tunity of  petting  up  a  line  for  themselves.  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee  in  the  House  of  Commons  dealt 
with  estimates  or  not.  Honourable  members 
had  already  heard  a  reference  read  in  regard: 
to  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  in  the  House 
of  Commons. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  do  not  deal  with  the 
Appropriation  Account. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said  they  distinctly  did  deal 
with  the  Appropriation  Account. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Only  in  oases  of  excess  of 
appropriations.    That  is  all. 

Mr.  J.  ALLEN  said  he  could  very  soon  find 
a  reference  which  would  bear  out  his  conten- 
tion. He  might  say,  however,  that  the  House 
of  Commons  did  deal  with  the  Appropriation 
Account,  and  he  thought  it  might  fairly  well 
be  argued  that  they  might  follow  on  somewhat 
similar  lines  and  deal  with  all  estimates  which 
affected  the  Appropriation  Account.  He  under- 
stood what  the  Premier  was  driving  at,  but, 
whether  he  was  right  or  wrong,  he  (Mr.  Allen) 
still  maintained  this  point :  that  they  were  not 
to  be  guided  altogether  by  what  took  place  in 
the  House  of  Commons  except  where  it  was 
good  for  this  colony,  and  where  it  seemed 
meet  to  follow  in  their  footsteps.  If  that 
House  could  find  out  a  better  way  for  them- 
selves— as  it  was  quite  possible  to  do  in  some 
instances,  he  thought— he  did  not  see  why 
they  should  not  depart  from  the  rule  laid 
down  in  the  Old  Country.  Honourable  mem- 
bers must  know  that  it  was  impossible  for. 
them  to  deal  with  the  estimates  properly  when 
they  were  brought  down  at  the  end  of  the 
session  ;  but  if  the  estimates  were  sent  to  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee — all  matters  of  a 
confidential  nature  could  be  kept  confidential 
— members  of  the  House  would  have  the  experi- 
ence of  thirteen  or  fourteen  men  who,  it  was 
presumed,  would  know  what  they  were  dealing 
with,  and  the  members  of  the  Committee  could 
explain  to  the  House  what  the  estimates  were 
all  about.  It  was  not  taking  away  from  mem- 
bers of  the  House  any  of  their  privileges.  In 
fact,  it  was  giving  them  greater  privileges  than 
they  had  before.  The  House  would  be  in  a 
better  position  to  make  inquiries,  because 
there   would   be   more    than    one   person  in 
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poMenion  of  iba  neoeawy  information.  A 
rcfaranea  had  jost  been  handed  to  him,  which 
he  woald  quote : — 

"  Ii  has  been  racognieed  m  |>art  of  the  dnty 
of  the  Committee  («.«.,  the  Pablio  Accounts 
Committee)  to  consiaar,  on  bebali  of  the  Hooaa 
of  Common*,  proposed  changes  in  the  cos- 
tomarjr  form  of  the  estimates." 

And  then,  farther  on :  *'  AU  the  Appropria- 
tion Aecoanta  are  before  the  Committee  for 
their  azamiDation."  There  was  no  limit  what- 
ever. As  stated  above,  they  were  before  the 
Committee  for  examination. 

Mr.  8EDD0N.— Bead  what  is  sUted  aboTe. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  that  was  the  beginning  of 
Ikclanse,  so  that  there  was  really  nothing  above 
that.  He  would  read  the  clause  from  the  be- 
ginning : — 

"  All  the  Appropriation  Accounts  are,  as 
stated  above,  before  the  Committee  for  their 
examination,  but  it  is  the  practice  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  give  their  attention  almost  entirely 
to  thore  matters  to  which  it  is  called  by  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor -Qaneral,  and  it  is 
usual  for  the  Chairman  to  secure  the  attend- 
ance only  of  those  accounting  officers  who  in 
his  opinion  may  be  required." 

80  that  the  officers  were  often  summoned 
before  this  Committee.  The  Committee  of  the 
House  had  power  to  summon  the  officials  and 
make  inquiries.  Under  similar  conditions  the 
House  would  be  placed  in  the  pof^ition  that 
they  might  know  something  about  the  esti- 
mates. They  knew  venr  little  about  them  at 
preaent.  He  understood  the  Premier  was  will- 
ing to  grant  the  concession  to  the  extent  that 
the  oraer  of  reference  should  include  the 
Consolidated  Fund  estimates.  That  was  not 
enough.  What  they  required  most  was  to 
know  about  the  public-works  estimates.  The 
Premier  refused  to  include  them  in  the  order 
of  reference,  and,  therefore,  they  might  presume 
— and  it  was  a  fair  preaumption — that  there 
was  something  about  the  public- works  esti- 
mates he  did  not  wish  inquired  into.  If  that 
was  the  case,  their  efforts  ought  to  be  all  the 
stronger.  As  it  was,  the  Premier  was  quite 
content  to  submit  the  estimates  to  tiie  House 
in  the  dying  days  of  the  session,  and  to  keep  the 
House  at  work  till  all  hours  of  the  morning. 
The  way  these  estimates  were  put  through  year 
after  year  was  a  disgrace  to  the  House,  and  he 
hoped  this  year  they  would  turn  over  a  new  leaf 
in  this  respeot.  The  members  were  there  as 
representing  the  people,  and  the  Premier  ought 
to  have  no  more  power  in  respeot  to  the 
estimates,  or  a  knowledge  of  them,  than  any 
member  in  the  House.  And  they  would  not  be 
doing  their  duty  if  they  did  not  assert  their 
rights  and  keep  their  privileges  and  know  every- 
thing about  the  estimates  that  came  before 
tbem.  It  was  ridioulous  to  put  them  through 
en  bloc  without  knowing  anything  at  all  about 
them. 

Mr.  K.  McEENZIE  (Motueka)  said  the 
honourable  member  who  had  just  sat  down  had 
made  some  extraordinarily  contradictory  state- 
ments. First  of  all,  when  speaking  on  the  last 
sitting-day  he  was  stirring  up  old,  musty,  fusty 

Mr.  J.  Allen 


orders  of  reference  for  the  purpose  of  killipg 
time.    He  aoenaed  Sir  Hany  Atkinson  of  being 
the  first  Premier  who  curtailed  the  order  ei 
reference  to  the  Public  Accounts  Committea. 
When  he  started  he  had  told  them  that  this 
Parliament  ruled  the  world.    As  a  matter  oi 
fact  it  did  not  do  so,  and  very  often  tha  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition  told  them  the  Govern- 
ment ruled  the  colony  very  badly.    Ko  doubt 
what  the  honourable  gentleman    meant  was 
that  they  led  the  world  aa  far  aa  legialatioa 
waa   concerned.    In    the   next   aenteooe    the 
honourable  gentleman  wanted  ua  to  go  bshck  to 
the  old  rulea  of  the  House  of  Commons.     Why 
was  this  amendment  moved  by  the  member  foe 
Riccarton?    For  nothing  more  nor  leas  than 
to  waste  the  time  of  the  House.    No  mambsc 
of  the  House  knew  better  than  the  hononcabla 
member  that  it  was  not  at  all  advisable  to  refer 
public- works  eatimatea  to  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  if  memben 
looked  at  the  personnel  of  that  Committee, 
what  did   any   of  them   know   about  pnblio 
worka?    There  waa  the  honourable    member 
for  Bruce :    he  would  admit  that  that  gentle- 
man*s  early  training  did  allow  him  to  know 
something  about  the  public  works,  and  per- 
haps he  and  the  Premier  were  the  only  two  on 
the  Committee  who  did  understand  anytbii^ 
about  tbem.    But  were  they  placed  on  that 
Conunittee  on  account   of   that  knowledge? 
No,  they  were  placed  there  because  they  wars 
supposed  to  know  something  about  financial 
matters;  and  he  would  even  venture  to  say 
that  some  of  them   did   not  know  anything 
much  about  that.    He  would  go  through  the 
names  of  the  Committee.     Take  the  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie) ;  did  he  flat- 
ter himself  that  he  knew  anything  about  the 
public  worka  of  the  colony?    Not  at  all;  ha 
never  did,  neither  did  he   pretend  to  know 
anvthing  about  tbem.    Then,  why  ahould  tha 
public-works   estimates  go  to  him    for  oon- 
sideration  or  approval?    Then,  to  make  mat- 
ters worse,   there  was  the  other  member  for 
Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fisher):  did  he  pcetud 
to  know  anything  about  puolio  worka?    Was 
he  in   a  position  to  say  whether  any  puhlio 
work  was  going  to  cost  the  colony  too  mwsh 
or    too    little?    Nay,    he    ventured    to    say 
the  honourable   gentleman    would  tell  them 
that  he  knew  nothing  about  it.    He  was  a 
member  of  the  Committee  owing  to  his  position 
as  an  old  member  of  the  House.    He  had  cer- 
tain knowledge  of  the   Public  Accounts,  bat 
so  far  as  the  public-works  estimates  were  con- 
cerned,   he   Imew   absolutely   nothing   about 
them.    The   next  name  was  the  honourable 
member  for  Wakatipu,  Mr.  Eraser.    Well,  be 
inight   know  something  about  publio  works. 
He  was  a  representative  of  a  country  district, 
and  had  been  connected  with  mining  for  many 
years,  and  any  one  who  had  been  conneoied 
with  mining  must  know  a  little  about  public 
works,  although  he  would  not  say  he  was  an 
expert.    Then,  there  was  the  member  for  Nel- 
son City :  did  any  one  pretend  to  say  that  he 
knew  anything  about  the  public  works  of  the 
colony?    He  would  undertake  to  say  that  il 
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ih»t  honourable  gentleman  was  sitting  in  his 
place  ha  wonld  tell  the  Hoose  that  he  knew 
nothing  at  all  aboot  whether  the  works  men- 
tioned in  the  estimates  were  being  carried  on 
aoonomlcally  or  the  reverse,  or  what  value 
the  colony  ought  to  set  upon  them.  There- 
fore why  should  they  be  referred  to  his 
decision?  Then,  to  come  to  even  a  worse 
member — the  honourable  member  for  the  Grey : 
wonld  he  say  he  understood  the  public  works 
of  the  colony,  or  that  he  could  gite  the  House 
any  information  as  to  what  public  works  ought 
to  cost  the  colony,  or  whether  they  should  go 
on  or  not?  He  ventured  to  assert  that,  except 
ao  far  as  his  profession  went,  he  knew  abso- 
lutely nothing  about  public  works.  Then«  there 
was  a  worse  specimen  siill—the  member  for 
EUesmere.  Probably  of  all  members  on  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  no  one  knew  less 
about  public  works  than  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  EUesmere.  Give  either  of  the  last  two 
gentlemen  named  a  plan  of  a  public  work  and 
they  could  not  tell  you  whether  it  should  cost 
£500  or  £250.  Now,  take  the  leader  of  the 
4  SO  Opposition,  and  give  him  the  public- 
'  works  estimates,  and  would  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  say  that  this  colony,  in  con- 
nection with  any  public  work,  was  going  to  get 
Talne  for  the  expenditure  of  a  million  of  monev, 
or  that  the  work  was  only  worth  £500,000? 
He  ventured  to  say  the  honourable  gentleman 
oonld  not  get  up  in  the  House  and  tell  the 
House  whether  a  railway  was  going  to  cost 
£J250,000  or  £50,000,  and  whether  the  tax- 
pa>er  would  get  fair  value.  Then,  he  would 
take  the  member  for  Avon,  and  be  thought 
that  honourable  gentleman  was  more  prac- 
tical than  most  of  the  members  of  the  Pub- 
lio  Accounts  Committee.  He  thought  that 
honourable  gentleman,  with  his  early  train- 
ing, was  likely  to  consider  such  a  question 
mere  closely  than,  say,  the  member  for  Welling- 
ton City  (Mr.  Fisher).  Now,  of  the  whole  of 
the  members  of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee 
only  two  of  them,  so  far  as  he  could  judge,  had 
any  practical  knowledge  of  public  works.  So 
far  as  the  member  for  Caversham  was  con- 
oemed,  he  believed  that  honourable  gentleman 
had  some  plight  soperficiiil  knowledge  of  public 
works,  and  that  was  just  about  all  the  honour- 
able gentleman  knew  about  the  subject;  but 
at  the  same  time  that  honourable  gentleman's 
opinion  was  much  superior  in  such  matters  to 
the  opinion  of  the  member  for  the  Grey,  the 
member  for  Nelson  City,  and  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition.  Coming  to  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier,  who  moved  to  set  up  the  Committee, 
be  said  that  honourable  gentleman  certainly 
knew  something  about  public  workR ;  but  with 
his  exception  and  the  member  for  Bruce  there 
was  not  a  single  member  of  that  Committee 
that  he  (Mr.  McKenzie)  would  trust  to  carry 
out  any  public  work  in  the  colony,  or  to  give  a 
fair  estimate  as  to  what  that  work  would  cost. 
Therefore,  he  asked,  why  should  the  public 
works  eptimates  of  this  colony  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  that  kind  ?  If  honourable  mem- 
bers wanted  to  go  into  the  public  works  clotely, 
and  to  take  them  out  of  the  hands  of  Ministers 


of  the  day — a  svstem  of  which  he  did  not  ap- 
prove at  all — the  House  ought  to  set  up  a 
Public  Works  Parliamentary  Committee  to  deal 
with  the  public  works  and  the  estimatcR,  be- 
cause there  might  be  a  few  members  in  the 
House  who  knew  something  about  the  question. 
But  what  he  thought  was  required  in  this 
colony  was  a  system  in  vogue  in  some  of  the 
Australian  Colonies — that  was,  a  Public  Works 
Boasd  of  experts  to  whom  all  public  works  cost- 
ing over  a  certain  sum  of  money — say,  £500 — 
should  be  referred  for  conpideration  and  report 
during  the  recess ;  and  they  should  give  to  the 
Houie  a  report  of  all  such  works,  with  proper 
estimates  of  what  the  works  ought  to  cost,  and 
to  say  whether  the  works  were  likely  to  be 
beneficial  as  public  works,  and  whether  the 
colony  ought  to  spend  money  to  carry  thnm 
out.  Until  they  got  that  Board  the  best  thing 
to  do  was  to  leave  the  pnblic  works  in  the  hands 
of  the  departmental  officers  who  had  control 
of  them  at  the  present  time,  and  make  the 
Minister,  as  head  of  the  department,  respon- 
Fible  for  them.  But  to  refer  the  public- works 
estimates  of  the  colony  to  a  Public  Accounts 
Committee,  almost  every  member  of  which 
were  budding  Colonial  Treasurers,  and  knew 
absolutely  nothing  about  the  questions  they 
were  dealing  with,  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  piece 
of  nonsense  and  practically  a  farce,  because 
members  would  be  no  better  off  than  they  were 
now.  A  report  from  such  a  Committee  would 
carry  no  weight  whatever.  The  member  for 
Tuapeka,  in  speaking  on  this  question,  told  the 
House  that  he  understood  the  Public  Accounts 
of  the  colony  were  always  referred  to  the 
Public  Accounts  Conunittee.  The  only  reply 
to  that  was  tiaat,  when  the  honourable  mem W 
had  been  in  the  House  for  a  session  or  two  he 
would  know  that  some  members  of  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  knew  much  less  of  the 
Public  Accounts  of  the  colonv  than  did  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  at  the  present  time 
he  did  not  think  the  honourable  member  knew 
a  great  deal  about  them.  Then,  the  honour- 
able  gentleman  told  the  House  that  Parliament 
was  losing  control  of  the  parse.  Parliament 
was  not  losing  control  of  the  pur^e  at  all,  be- 
cause he  could  assure  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  before  this  sesfion  was  over,  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  present  when  the  public- 
works  estimates  came  before  the  House,  he 
would  find  it  very  necessary  to  take  close  notice 
of  the  estimates  and  have  a  specific  knowledge 
of  them ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  take  part  in  the 
discussion  that  would  then  take  place.  Then, 
as  to  the  honourable  member  for  Biccarton, 
who  moved  the  amendment,  his  principal 
grievance  was  that  the  Opposition  codid  not 
contr>  1  the  finances  of  the  colony.  Why  did 
they  want  the  public  works  estimates  referred 
to  a  Committee  ?  Simply  because  there  were 
one  or  two  members  of  the  Opposition  on  that 
Committee,  and  tlmy  thought  they  were  going 
to  get  a  peep  bellind  the  ncenes,  and  might 
ferret  out  something,  get  another  scandal  per- 
haps, and  set  up  a  Hoyal  Commission  of  inquiry, 
and  keep  the  House  here  as  long  as  they  coola* 
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In  faot,  this  amendment  was  moved  for  the 
special  purpose  of  delaying  the  business  of  Par- 
liament, and  to  show  tbey  could  prevent  this  side 
of  the  House  from  passing  good  and  useful  legis- 
lation this  Rsssion.  It  was  quite  transparent. 
The  Opposition  might  as  well  tell  them  in  as 
many  words,  *'  Well,  gentlemen,  we  are  going 
to  keep  you  here.  We  are  not  going  to  allow 
you  to  do  any  useful  business.  You  have  got 
to  go  to  your  constituents  as  well  as  we  have, 
and  we  are  going  to  take  care  you  shall  not 
have  anything  new  to  show  them."  He  did 
not  give  them  any  credic  for  that.  He  thought 
the  electors  of  the  country  would  think  a  great 
deal  more  of  them  if  they  assisted  the  Govern- 
ment to  pass  the  business  of  the  House  as 
quickly  as  possible,  and  gave  every  facility  and 
every  assistance  in  passing  necesdary  legisla- 
tion. Then  they  could  go  to  their  constituents 
and  take  the  consequences  for  their  acts.  He 
would  not  feel  justified  in  wasting  any  time 
over  this  discussion  did  he  not  recognise  that 
it  was  raised  for  a  special  purpose ;  and  as  soon 
as  the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite  agreed  to 
allow  the  business  of  Parliament  to  be  con- 
ducted with  some  facility  and  expedition  be 
was  with  them.  If  they  were  going  to  block 
the  business  of  Parliament  on  every  possible 
and  conceivable  occasion,  he  felt  justified  in 
dealing  with  them  at  their  own  game. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  had  no  fault  to 
find  with  the  contention  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Bruce,  that  all  information  should 
be  forthcoming  to  satisfy  the  representatives  of 
the  people  in  controlling  the  public  purse,  but 
be  4id  think  the  honourable  gentleman  went 
too  far  when  he  blamed  the  Government  and 
stated  that  the  Government  did  not  display  a 
willingness  to  give  information  to  members  of 
the  House  when  the  public -works  and  other 
estimates  were  before  the  House.  Last  session 
of  Parliament,  when  the  estimates  were  before 
the  House,  Ministers  were  most  accommo- 
dating to  members  who  sought  information- 
even  to  the  most  minute  details  connected  with 
the  estimates.  He  would  be  pleased  if  the 
question  of  public  works  and  the  consideration 
of  minute  matters— with  which  the  bulk  of 
members  were  not  acquainted,  and  not  likely 
to  be  acquainted— were  relegated  to  the  local 
i>odies,  and  on  some  equitable  principle  public 
moneys  might  be  allocated  to  these  local  lK)dies, 
taking  into  consideration  the  requirements 
of  each  district,  by  a  special  Committee  set  up 
by  the  House  for  the  purpose.  They  were 
told  by  some  honourable  members  that  the 
mode  of  conducting  business  in  the  House 
of  Commons  when  the  estimates  were  before 
that  House  was  different  from  the  mode  upon 
which  they  conducted  their  business  in  this 
House.  Members  looked  upon  the  Imperial 
Parliament  as  an  ideal  one.  The  method  in 
which  business  was  transacted  in  the  House  of 
Commons  was  quoted  by  members  as  an  autho- 
rity. Now,  in  looking  over  the  estimates  in 
the  House  of  Commons  for  1896,  what  did  they 
find  ?  He  would  give  the  information  for  the 
benefit  of  members  of  the  House.  Under  the 
head  of    "Naval  Armaments,"    the    sum    of 

Mr.  R.  M*K0nMi6 


£2,548,200  was  voted  after  twenty  short 
speeches  had  been  made  by  members  of  tiia 
House  of  Commons,  covering  four  pages  td 
Hansard,  These  twenty  speeches  were  made 
out  of  a  House  consisting  of  670  memberi. 
Under  the  head  of  '*  Works,  Buildings,  Repairs 
at  Home  and  Abroad,"  the  sum  of  £618.400 
was  voted  after  eighteen  short  speeches  had 
been  made.  Under  the  head  of  **  Victaallmg 
and  Clothing  Navy,"  £1,869,000  was  Toted 
after  six  sbirt  speeches  had  been  made,  in- 
cluded in  one  column  of  JIansard  extending 
over  8  in.  Under  the  head  of  "  Medical  Ser- 
vices," £156,200  was  voted  after  two  short 
Fpeeches.  Under  the  head  of  "  Martial  Iaw," 
£10,000  was  sgreed  to  without  any  debate 
whatever.  Under  the  head  of  **  Scientific  In- 
struments and  Services,"  £63,000  was  voted 
after  ten  short  speeches  had  been  made. 
Under  the  head  of  ''Boyal  Naval  Reserves," 
£229,000  was  voted  after  seventeen  short 
speeches  were  made :  or  a  total  sum  of 
£7,341,800  was  voted  one  evening  in  the 
House  of  Commons  after  fifty  -  five  short 
speeches  had  been  made,  out  of  a  House  of 
670  members.  He  ventured  to  say  that  the 
columns  of  the  New  Zealand  Hansard,  if  ex- 
amined, would  tell  a  tale  as  to  the  number 
of  speeches  made — sometimes  on  very  smiJl 
items,  not  exceeding,  perhaps,  £100 — daring 
the  time  last  year's  estimates  were  before  the 
House.  He  considered  that,  as  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  oontrolling  the  stnogiB 
of  the  public  purse  and  requiring  minute  in- 
formation on  the  public  expenditure,  that  bad 
been  fully  inquired  into  by  every  member,  and 
every  information  had  been  given  bv  the  Go- 
vernment, so  that  members  of  the  Opposition 
had  no  grounds  whatever  for  complaint. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON  (Clutha)  thongfat  the 
discussion  which  was  going  on,  and  which  bad 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  House  the  greater 
part  of  a  night  last  week,  showed  them  the 
great  desirability  of  some  better  system  ol 
local  government.  The  truth  was  that  the 
House  was  not  able  to  cope  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  small  local  matters  that  came  before  it. 
Almost  every  day  they  had  petitions  presented 
to  that  House  for  roads  and  bridges,  and  Ibr 
metalling  roads.  The  House  was,  in  this  re- 
spect, little  better  than  a  Road  Board.  In  addi- 
tion to  all  the  large  subjects  that  came  belofe 
them,  they  had  to  do  this  parish  business,  and 
were  not  able  to  do  it.  What  was  to  be  done  ? 
They  should,  above  all  things,  make  a  great 
effort  to  put  the  local  bodies  into  such  a  finan- 
cial position  that  they  would  be  able  to  do  all 
the  local  work.  That  was  what  they  shoald 
endeavour  to  do ;  but,  until  they  did  that,  they 
should  make  an  effort  to  understand  the  basi- 
ness  that  came  before  them,  and  to  give  an  in- 
telligent vote  upon  it.  He  was  sure  that  at 
the  end  of  the  session  they  would  ba  called 
on  to  vote  money  for  any  amount  of  small 
works  of  which  they  knew  nothing.  It  was 
information  regarding  these  small  works  that 
they  were  aiming  at  in  such  a  proposal  as  this. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wellington  City)  said  he  might 
not  know  very  much  about  public  works,  as  the 
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bonoarable  member  for  Motueka  said,  but  he 
"knew  how  many  beans  made  five,  and  that  was 

food  enough  for  him.  That  was  by  the  way. 
le  intended  to  say  a  few  words  earlier  in  the 
day,  upon  a  question  raised  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  as  to  the  observance  of  the  order  of 
business  as  laid  down  in  the  Standing  Orders, 
but  he  was  stopped  by  Mr.  Speaker  from 
making  those  remarks,  because  the  Speaker, 
without  putting  the'  usual  question  to  the 
House,  *'  Does  any  other  member  wish  to  speak 
before  the  nfover  replies  ? "  allowed  the 
Premier  to  plunge  into  his  reply,  and  thus 
eveiy  member  who  wished  to  speak  was  shut 
out.  Then,  when  the  Premier  concluded,  and 
he  (Mr.  Fisher)  wished  to  make  one  necessary 
remark,  be  was  curtly  informed  that  there  was 
nothing  before  the  House,  and  that  he  could 
not  proceed.  He  agreed  with  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  that  the  form  of  procedure,  as  laid 
down  in  the  Standing  Orders,  ought  to  be 
strictly  adhered  to,  but  the  tactics  of  the 
Opposition  in  preventing  the  setting-up  of  the 
sessional  Committees  completely  upset  one's 
ideas  of  the  propriety  of  things.  They  were  now 
entering  upon  the  fourth  week  of  the  session,  and 
the  sesbional  Committees  were  not  yet  set  up. 
Now,  here  was  what  occurred  in  the  session  cf 
1876.  At  the  opening  of  that  session,  which 
was  the  opening  of  a  new  Parliament,  the 
House  deidt  with  the  election  of  Speaker, 
with  a  long  and  important  debate  relating  to 
Piako  land  brought  before  the  House  by  Sir 
George  Grey,  with  the  Address  in  Keply,  with 
a  long  debate  on  a  question  of  disqualification, 
and  with  the  setting-up  of  Committees.  The 
Native  Affairs,  Goldfields,  Standing  Orders, 
Waste  Lands,  Reporting  Debates  and  Printing, 
and  Library  Committees  were  all  appointed 
without  any  discussion  whatever.  There  was 
then  a  long  and  interesting  discussion  in  setting- 
xip  the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  and  then 
there  was  one  adjournment.  But  all  these  im- 
portant matters  were  disposed  of  within  a  period 
of  ten  days,  and  the  House  was  enabled  to  pro- 
-ceed  with  the  legitimate  business  of  Parliament. 
But  they  had  now  drifted  into  the  habit  of  dis- 
ouBsing  the  appointment  of  the  sessional  Com- 
mittees for  the  period  of  a  whole  month,  and 
-fio  the  real  business  of  Parliament  was  delayed^ 
They  wasted  a  whole  month  in  this  way  last 
;year.  They  were  now  entering  upon  the  fourth 
week  of  this  session,  and  the  usual  sessional 
Oommittees  were  not  yet  set  up.  Now,  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Biccarton  asked  the  House  to  go  very  much 
further  than  Parliament  had  ever  been  asked 
;to  go  before.  In  the  year  1870  Sir  Julius  Yogel 
proposed  a  series  of  stringent  resolutions, 
•setting  forth  what  ought  to  be  the  functions  of 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee.  Those  resolu- 
tions would  be  found  recorded  in  the  Journals 
-of  the  House  for  1870,  pages  43  and  52,  and 
were  as  follows : — 

"  Resolved t  That  the  duties  of  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee  be  as  follows : — 

<*  (1.^  That,  in  addition  to  the  work  of  deal- 
ing with  any  special  references  which  may 
4ift  made  to  it  by  this  House,  it  shall  be  within 


the  functions   of    the   Committee  on  Public 
Accounts — 
*'  (a.)  To  examine  annually  the  accounts  of 
the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the 
colony,  and  to  bring  under  the  notice 
of    this  House  any  items  in  those 
accounts,  or  any  circumstances  con- 
nected with  them,  to  which  it  may 
consider  the  attention  of  this  House 
should  be  directed. 
**  (b.)  To  report  to  this  House  any  alteration 
which  may  appear  to  the  Committee 
desirable  to  be  introduced  in  the  forni 
of  the  Public  Accounts,  or  in  the 
mode   of   receipt,  control,  issue,  or 
payment  of  the  public  money,  or  in 
the  form  of  the  estimates  or  Appro- 
priation Act. 
'*(c.)  To  inquire  into  and  report  upon  any 
differences  which  may  arise,  or  have 
arisen  during  the  preceding  year,  be- 
tween the  Treasury  and  Controller, 
and  the  Treasury  and  Auditor-Qene- 
ral. 
"  {d.)  To  inquire  and  report  upon  any  dif- 
ferences arising  between  the  Treasury 
and  the  Qovernment  of  any  province 
or  county  respecting  the  accounts  be- 
tween the  colony  and  the  province^ 
or  of  any  charges  made  therein. 
<'  (2.)  That  when  any  references  mentioned 
in  the  previous  subsections  are  made  to  the 
Committee,  the  actual  points  of  reference  upon 
which  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  is  sought 
should  be  clearly  and  definitely  expressed. 

*'  (3.)  That  the  Committee  shall  refrain  from 
dealing  with  questions  of  a  political  nature." 

It  would  be  seen  that  Sir  Julius  Vogel  pro- 
posed in  one  direction  to  limit  the  powers  of 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee  to  an  **  ex- 
amination of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  "  of 
the  year.  That  was  thought  to  De  a  stringent 
and  an  extreme  step  to  propose,  but  the  member 
for  Biccarton  went  very  much  further,  and 
proposed  that  the  Public  Accounts  Committee 
should  examine  **  the  estimates  and  any  ques- 
tion relating  to  or  arising  out  of  the  Public 
Accounts,  or  any  question  relating  to  the  Public 
Accounts."  The  Public  Accounts  Committee 
of  1870  was  not  asked  to  go  beyond  examining^ 
the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  previous 
year,  and  calling  attention  to  matters  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  House  ought  to  be  directed. 
Sir  Julius  Vogel  did  not  suggest  in  his  reso- 
lutions that  the  Public  Accounts  Committee 
were  to  take  up  the  estimates  for  the  coming 
year  and  dissect  them.  If  the  present  Go- 
vernment, or  any  Government,  were  to  consent 
to  such  a  thing,  it  would,  to  his  mind,  be  tanta- 
mount to  an  abnegation  of  their  functions, 
and  if  he  were  a  Minister  he  would  certainly 
not  submit  to  it.  He  was  not  surprised,  there- 
fore, that  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  declined  to  accept 
such  an  amendment  as  was  now  proposed  by 
the  member  for  Biccarton.  But  he  asked  the 
House  to  follow  up  the  history  of  those  resolu- 
tions by  Sir  Julius  Vogel.  Did  Sir  Julius  Vogel 
or  Major  Atkinson,  who  was  Colonial  Treasurer, 
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Attempt  in  any  way  to  give  effect  to  tfae  resolu- 
tions (hey  themselves  proposed  ?     No.    They 
■proposed  these  fine-soanding  and  very  virtuous 
nsolutions,  which  were  to  give  the  Committee 
a   strong  control   over  the    finances  of    this 
country.    But  they  went  on  just  as  before. 
They  followed  on  the  lines  of  every  PabUo  Ac- 
counts Gommiteee  that  had  gone  before.   They 
affected  a  desire  to  dissect  the  public  finances 
of  the  country,  and  to  insure  the  most  rigid 
scrutiny  by  those  most  competent  to  scrutinise, 
but  they  never  acted  on  their  own  proposals. 
And  why  should  the  present  Ministry  be  twitted 
with  resenting  a  proposal  of  the  kind.     Tq 
accept  the  amendment  would  be  a  complete 
renunciation  of  the  functions  of  government. 
Althcugh  his  own  name  was  proposed  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee,  he  asked  why  he 
and    the  other   members  of   the   Committee 
should  possess  exclusive  information  in  regard 
to  the  estimates  for  the  coming  year  ?    What 
weight  of   authority  would  those  other  mem- 
bers of  the  House  have,  who  were  not  mem- 
iMrs  of  the  Committee,  when  they  spoke  on 
any  item  in  the  estimates  which  had  been 
dissected   and   adopted    by    the  Committee? 
These  innovations,  though  very  well   meant, 
were  very  undesirable,  and   there  was  really 
no  reascn  why  they  should  depart  from  the  well- 
beatfrn  track  the  Legislature  had  followed  for 
BO  many  years.    It  was  all  very  well  to  attempt 
to  lay  down  precedents.    He  remembered  many 
years  ago  the  member  for  Napier,  the  late  Mr. 
Buchanan,  came  down  with  a  similar  set  of 
re-solutions,  but  he  spoke  in  a  different  strain. 
Contrary  to  the  generally- expressed  opinion  of 
members  of  Parliament  of  the  present  day,  he 
expressed  the  opinion  that  not  only  those  pos- 
sessed of  expert  knowle<1ge  should  be  appoii  ted 
to  positions  on  the  Public  Accounts  Committee, 
but  that  at  least  a  quantum  of  the  younger 
members  of  the  House  should  be  placed  on  it, 
in  order  that  they— the  coming  legislators  of 
the  country — should  gain  a  knowledge  of  our 
colonial  finances,  to  enable  them  to  take  the 
places  of  those  who  were  departing  from  the 
legislative  arena.    He  did  not  understand  that 
the  composition  of   the  Conmiittee  had  been 
seriously  attacked.    There  were  on  the  Com- 
mittee six  Ministerialists. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— Seven. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  there  were  six  Minis- 
terialists on  the  Committee,  and  four  members 
of  the  Opposition.  One  member  proposed  was 
the  member  for  EUesmere  (Mr.  Montgomery), 
whose  place  in  the  House  could  not  be  fixed  with 
the  utmost  certainty.  He  appeared  to  be  hang- 
ing—like Mahomet's  coffin— between  heaven 
and  earth.  As  to  the  remarks  of  the  member 
for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Duthie),  he  wished  to 
say  a  few  words.  The  honourahle  gentleman 
said  the  proceedings  of  the  Public  Accounts 
Committee,  judging  by  his  experience  of  last 
year,  were  not  such  as  to  inspire  one  with 
a  feeling  of  confidence— that  the  O^'position 
members  on  the  Committee  had  no  chance  of 
fairly  representing  their  views,  and  that,  if  they 
did,  those  views  did  not  receive  any  fair  or 
honest  consideration.  He  (Mr.  Fisher)  gave 
Mr,  Fisher 


the  statement  a  flat  denial,  and,  if  the  honoms- 
able  member  for  EUesmere  had  been  in  his 
place  at  that  moment,  he  would  have  called 
on  him  to  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that 
the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  last  year 
were  conducted  with  the  utmost  fairness.  The 
honourable  member  for  Eilesmere  so  expressed 
himself  at  the  meetings  of  the  Committee,  and 
also  in  the  House,  and  he  (Mr.  Fisher)  won- 
dered at  the  honourable  gentleman  making  sDob 
a  statement  when  those  who  were  in  constant 
attendance  at  the  meetings  of  the  Committee 
knew  that  the  statement  was  not  aooarate. 
That  the  honourable  member,  who  had  attended 
the  fewest  number  of  meetings  of  the  Com- 
mittee, should  have  expressed  such  an  opinion 
was  somewhat  extraordinary.  No  doubt,  the 
honourahle  gentleman's  absence  from  the  meet- 
ings was  due  to  the  fact  that  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  be  in  regular  attendance  at  the  meetings  of 
another  Committee  that  was  sitting  at  the  same 
time.  It  was  bat  fair  to  say  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  could  not  be  in  two  places  at 
once.  He  referred  to  the  meetings  of  what 
was  known  as  the  "  Bun  Tuck  "  Committee. 
He  (Mr.  Fisher)  had  spoken  two  or  three  times 
durmg  the  past  three  weeks  with  regard  to  (he 
unnecesparily  prolorged  discussions  that  had 
taken  place  on  the  motion  for  the  appointment 
of  the  sessional  Committee^,  but  he  had  also 
said  that,  as  it  appeared  to  be  the  desire  of  the 
Opposition  to  waste  the  time  of  the  House  in 
this  useless  manner,  he  might  as  well  take  up  a 
share  of  the  time  as  any  one  else.  They  were 
now  entering  upon  the  fourth  week  of  the 
session,  and  they  were  sti'l  disousslni;  the 
appointment  of  these  Committees;  while  in 
former  sessions — and  he  had  seen  a  good 
many  of  them — the  business  of  setting-up  the 
sessional  Committers  had  been  setUed  within 
a  week  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament.    Blame 

-  Q      was  attachable  to  some  section  of  thai 

*     House,  and  he  left  the  electors  of  the 

country  to  discover  which  section  that 

and  to  place  the  blame  where  it  ought  to 

Mr.  McLEAN  (Napier)  did  noc  think  the^ 
time  of  the  House  would  have  been  altogether- 
wasted  if  the  present  discussion  demonstrated 
to  them  the  neoessit?  for  some  alteration  in* 
the  method  under  which  the  estimates  were 
voted  in  that  House.  Since  he  had  been  a. 
member  of  the  House  the  system  appeared  to. 
him  to  be  a  perfect  farce :  that  was,  the  way  is" 
which  large  sums  of  money  were  voted  by  the 
House  for  the  construction  of  railways,  of  the 
particulars  of  which  the  House  had  no  informa- 
tion. In  New  South  Wales,  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Motueka  quoted,  they  bad  their 
Public  Works  Committee,  composed  of  meni> 
hers  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  befors- 
whom  these  estimates  were  brought.  This 
Committee  examined  into  the  reasons  and 
necessity  for  the  work,  considered  the  estimates 
of  expenditure,  and  possible  returns  from  the 
works,  end  then  reported  to  Parliament. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Each  member  ooete  £900  a 
year. 

Mr.  McLEAN  said  that  might  he  so;  bat 
they  had  wasted  in  this  colony,,  probably,  a. 


1899.] 


Publio  Aeeaunii 


[HOUSE.] 


OammiUee. 


649 


great  deal  more  tfaan  fcfaak  on  acoounl  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  railway-works  had  heen 
carried  out  dorlDg  the  last  fifteen  years.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  at  the  present  time»  he  venturt-d 
to  say  the  hulk  of  the  members  were  absolutely 
in  the  dark  as  to  the  reroeotive  meiiu  of  the 
proposed  North  Island  Oentral  Trunk  route, 
and  of  the  Stratfcrd  route.  Neither  did  a 
majority  of  the  House  know  what  practical 
advantage  would  be  derived  from  the  continua- 
tion of  the  Otago  Central  line.  And  here  they 
were  voting,  year  after  year,  large  sums  of 
money  for  the  construction  of  these  works. 
All  he  could  say  was  that  it  was  a  most  un- 
bnsiness-like  method  of  procedure,  and  one 
which  the  country  would  not  submit  to  very 
much  longer,  because,  at  the  rate  the  debt  was 
piling  up,  and  in  view  .of  the  enormous  amount 
of  interest  they  had  to  remit  annually  out  of 
the  colony,  they  were  not  in  a  position  to  go  <m 
in  the  future  voting  away  large  sums  of  money 
in  the  '*  happy-go-lucky "  fashion  of  some 
years  past  without  knowing  what  they  were 
about.  As  far  as  the  estimates  were  concerned 
— the  roads  and  bridges  —  that  was  another 
matter.  They  knew  that  in  time  the  duty  of 
providing  those  would  devolve  more  and  more 
on  the  local  bodies ;  but  it  was  more  the  esti- 
mates of  the  railway  expenditure  that  he  took 
exception  to.  If  the  policy  which  was  originally 
proposed  in  1869-70  bad  been  carried  out  in  its 
entirety,  their  position  would  have  been  a  veiy 
different  one  from  what  it  was.  When  they 
remembered  that  it  took  twenty  years  to  con- 
struct 212  miles  of  railway  between  Wellington 
and  Napier,  he  did  not  think  their  system  of 
railway-construction  was  one  Parliament  had 

e articular  reason  to  be  proud  of.  He  hoped, 
owever,  that  either  in  that  House  or  in  the 
ensuing  Parliament  a  Public  Works  Committee 
would  be  set  up,  whose  duty  it  would  be  to 
give  consideration  to  these  works,  and  report 
to  Parliament  as  to  the  advisability  of  carrying 
ihem  on  or  not.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  had 
a  petition  before  them  now  for  railways,  and 
if  they  were  to  expend  money  on  these  ndlwajs 
it  would  probably  land  tbe  colony  in  a  cost  of 
five  or  six  millions  of  money,  and  the  House,  of 
couri«e,  would  be  absolutely  in  the  dark,  when 
the  estimates  came  down  and  they  were  vo'ing 
away  moneys,  as  to  what  works  they  were  voting 
the  moneys  for.  Now,  the  method  adopted  in 
the  ease  of  the  County  CouncUs  was  entirely 
different.  For  example,  the  Hawke's  Bay 
County  Council  had  spent  half  an  hour  discus- 
sing whether  it  should  expend  £500  on  a  certain 
bridge  or  not;  but  here  tbe  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives voted  away  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
pounds  in  less  than  no  time,  at  the  rate  of 
£1,000  a  minute,  on  railway  works,  which,  he 
ventured  to  say,  not  three-fourths  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  knew  really  anything  of  the 
merits  of.  He  did  not  think  it  was  creditable 
to  Parliament  that  that  sort  of  thing  should  be 
done. 

Mr.  G.  HUTCHISON  (Patea)  said,  before  the 
debate  closed,  he  would  like  to  reply  to  a  re- 
ference or  two  that  had  been  made  in  respect 
to  a  breach  of  the  Standing  Oiders  he  nad 


committed  in  regard  to  the  Public  Accounta 
Conmiittee  of  1895.  It  had  been  said  he  was 
excluded  from  the  Public  Accounts  Committee 
now  because  he  declined  to  give  an  assurance 
or  promise  not  to  divulge  confidential  com* 
munications  which  might  come  before  the 
Committee.  That  was  to  suggest  an  entirely 
erroneous  view  of  what  occurred.  He  would 
ask  honourable  members  to  recall  the  circum- 
stances. In  the  session  of  1895  the  Financial 
Statement  disclosed  an  abnormal  increase  in 
the  proceeds  of  debentures  issued  against  the 
sinking-fund  accretions,  and  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer refused  to  give  any  information  whatever 
to  the  House  as  to  how  that  increase  was  brought 
about.  He  (Mr.  Hutchison)  was  on  the  Publio 
Accounts  Committee  that  session,  and  as  early 
as  the  25th  July  a  question  was  raised  as  to  the 
Public  Accounts,  including  this  item.  The  pro- 
ceedings were  protracted  week  after  week  until,, 
on  the  26th  October — that  was  three  months 
after  the  matter  had  been  initiated— certain 
facts  were  elicited  before  the  Committee — not 
in  the  way  of  confidential  communication ,« but 
in  the  course  of  evidence  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury — disclosing  the  fact  that  the  large 
increase  in  the  issue  of  debentures  against  sink- 
ing-fund accretions  was  really  constituted  by 
the  seizure  of  £85,000  representing  the  accu- 
mulated local  bodies*  sinking  funds.  The  ses- 
sion was  approaching  its  dose,  and  he  (Mr» 
Hutchison),  in  view  of  the  probability  that 
no  report  would  be  brought  down  to  the 
House  in  time  for  discussion,  stated  before  the 
Accounts  Committee  that  he  scarcely  thought 
it  to  be  bin  duty  to  abstain  from  making  dis- 
closures in  the  House  after  the  evidence  which 
had  then  been  communicated  to  the  dozen  or 
so  members  of  the  House  who  were  members 
of  the  Committee.  To  observe  the  ordinary 
rule  and  say  nothing,  wan,  in  effect,  to  decide 
that  a  matter  of  vital  importance  should  not  be 
the  subject  of  debate  in  Parliament. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbbb. — ^That  was  in  violation  of 
the  Standing  Orders. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Quite  so;  but  he  took 
it  that  the  members  of  that  Committee  had 
something  higher  to  consider  than  a  technical 
observance  of  a  Standing  Order  which,  in  the 
circumstances,  meant  the  suppression  of  an  im*. 
portant  matter.  The  alternative  was  that  the 
House  was  not  to  have  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering the  action  of  the  Grovernmeot  in  seising 
the  sinking  funds  of  the  local  bodies.  They  were- 
then  within  four  days  of  the  end  of  the  session,., 
and  what  he  anticipated  actually  happened. 
The  Committee  did  not  report  until  the  last 
day  of  the  session,  and  the  report  was  not 
printed  until  after  the  House  had  adjourned' 
and  members  had  scattered.  He  admitted  that 
he  had  committed  a  technical  breach  of  the 
Standing  Orders,  which  provided  that  the  evi- 
dence taken  by  a  Select  Committee  ought  not 
to  be  published  by  any  member  which  had  not 
been  first  reported  to  the  House.  To  withhold 
the  information,  however,  would  have  been  in 
effect  to  suppress*  it,  or,  rather,  confine  it  to  a 
few  members  of  the  Committee,  all  bound  to 
secrecy,  with  a  majority  of   them  bent   on 
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delaying  the  report  till  it  would  be  too  l&te. 
These  were  the  circumstances  under  which  he 
had  transgressed,  deliberately,  and  in  similar 
circumstances  he  would  do  the  same  thing 
again. 

Ttae  House  divided  upon  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  be  retained." 

Ayes,  33. 

Allen,  E.  G.  Houston  Pere 

Cadman  Joyce  Seddon 

Carncross  Kaihau  Stevens 

Carroll  McGowan  Steward 

Duncan  Mackenzie,  M.  Symes 

Fisher  McNab  Tanner 

Flatman  Meredith  Thompson,  B. 

Graham  Mills  Wilson. 

Guinness  Morrison  Tellers, 

Hall-Jones  0*Meara  Field 

Hogg  O'Began  MoKenzie,  B. 
Holland 

KOBS,  22. 

Allen,  J.  Lang  Bolleston 

Bollard  Leth  bridge  Bussell 

Brown  McGuire  Thomson,  J.  W. 

Buchanan  McLean  Wright. 

Crowtber  Massey 

Hunter  Monk  Tellers, 

Hutchison,  G.  Moore  Herries 

Kelly  Bawl  ins  Lewis. 

Pairs. 
For,  Against, 

Gilfedder  Montgomery 

Lawry  Duthie 

Millar  Sligo 

Parata  Heke 

Thompson,  T.  Fraser 

Ward.  Carson. 

Majority  for,  11. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed  to. 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved.  That  a  Select  Com- 
mittee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  six  members, 
to  whom  shall  be  referred  the  Old-age  Pensions 
Begulations,  made  under  clause  2  of  section  63 
of  *'  The  Old-age  Pensions  Act,  1898  " ;  three 
to  form  a  quorum :  the  Committee  to  consist  of 
Mr.  Carson,  Mr.  Graham,  Mr.  Herries,  Mr. 
Montgomery,  Mr.  Morrison,  and  the  mover. 

Agreed  to. 

MORVEN  DAIBY-PACTORY. 

Major  STEWABD  (Waitaki)  asked  the  Act- 
ing  Minister  of  Lands,  Whether  he  will  cause 
to  be  reserved,  in  or  adjacent  to  the  Township 
of  Morven,  on  the  Waikakahi  Estate,  a  suitable 
section  for  a  site  for  a  dairy-factory  ? 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Lands)  said  the  Land  for  Settlements  Act 
contained  no  provision  specliJly  referring  to 
land  to  be  set  aside  for  sites  for  daiiy-factories ; 
but  it  so  happened  that  adjacent  to  the  Town- 
ship of  Morven  there  was  some  land  not  dis- 
posed of,  and  he  was  inclined  to  think  that 
some  such  provision  as  that  suggested  in  the 
question  should  be  made.  It  would  be  as  well 
if  application  were  made  to  the  Land  Board  by 
those  interested. 

Ifr.  Q,  Eutchison 


MOBVEN    POST    AND    TELEGRAPH 

OFFICE 

Major  STEWABD  (Waitaki)  asked  the  Go- 
vernment, Whether,  in  view  of  the  large  de- 
velopment of  the  local  traffic  conRequeni  upon 
the  settlement  of  the  Waikakahi  Estate,  tbey 
will  arrange  for  the  appointment  of  a  resident 
Stationmaoter  at  Morven,  and  also  make  fche 
station  at  that  place  a  telegraph-,  post-,  sod 
money-order  office?  There  were  scmething 
like  a  hundred  and  fifty  families  settled  on 
the  Waikakahi  Estate.  The  amount  of  tnffie 
on  the  railway  had  consequently  very  largely 
increased,  and  the  number  of  letters  and  tele- 
grams had  correspondingly  increased.  In  view 
of  this  development  of  business,  he  hoped  to 
learn  that  the  Government  would  cany  cot 
the  sug^eption  made  in  his  question. 

Mr.  CADMAN  (Minister  for  Railways)  sud, 
although  the  toaffic  had  increased  somewhat  st 
Morven,  there  was  not  sufficient  traffic  then  to 
warrant  the  appointment  of  a  Stauomsstei^ 
but  during  the  grain  season  a  porter  would  be 
stationed  there  to  assist  in  doing  the  increased 
work.  There  was  no  doubt  traffic  would  be 
likely  to  increase  at  this  station,  and  the  Go- 
vernment would  do  what  was  necessary  ai  the 
business  increased. 

ASSETS  BOARD. 
Mr.  MEBEDITH  (Ashley)  asked  the  Acting 
Minister  of  Lands,  If  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  introduce  legislation  early  (his 
session  dispensing  with  the  services  of  the  pre- 
sent Assets  Board,  or  compelling  the  Boara  to 
oariy  on  a  more  vigorous  ckdministratioD,  by 
calling  upon  them  to  place  all  agricultnrsl  ana 
pastoral  lands  now  under  their  control  on  tbe 
market  while  such  abnormally  high  prices  are 
ruling  for  every  description  of  rural  land  end 
station  stock?     The  colony   had   conuniitcd 
itself,  in  the  form  of  liabilities  to  theBsnkof 
New  Zealand,  to  the  extent  of  two  millionf 
of  money,  and  it   had    committed  itielf  in 
allowing    the    Assets    Bealisation    Board  to 
issue  debentures  to  the  extent  of  £2,680,285. 
Those  debentures  could  have  been  redeemed 
from    the   proceeds   of   estates   sold  to  tbe 
extent  of  rather  less  than  heJf  a  million  of 
money.    The  questi<fti,  therefore,  was  a  pnblie 
one,  paramount  to  every  private  oonsidention. 
The  Assets  Board  was  set  op  under  **  The  Bssk 
of  New  Zealand  and  Banking  Act,  1895/' and 
he  had  a  lively  recollection  of  tbe  feeling  of 
the  House  at  the  time.    The  feeling  wsb  tbil 
the  Board  should  avail  itself  of  any  enhsDeed 
values  of  their  properties  to  realise  on  them  h    | 
speedily  aa  possible.    He  regretted  that  had 
not  been  done  by  tiie  Assets  Board.    In  the 
Ashley  electorate,  which  he  represented,  was 
three  estates  held  by  the  Assets  Board— A«^ 
tere,  57,818  acres ;  Clarence,  16,000  acres;  and 
Glentui,  7,841  acres.    The  Awatere  freehold  vai 
not  greatly  distant  from  Starborougb,  acqniiw 
under  the  Ijand  for  Settlements  Act,  every  aa^ 
tion  of  which  had  been  taken  up.    Why  not 
subdivide  the  Awatere  country  and  place  it  <» 
the  market  7    In  November  last,  1,673  aectf  « 
the  Glentui  Estate  was  sold  by  auction,  and 
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Mlued  £10,834 ;  or  28  per  cent,  of  the  free- 
old  realised  60  per  cent,  of  the  book  value  of 
3.7,064  of  the  whole  estate. 

GLENTUI  FBBEHOLD. 

Mr.  SPEAEEB  said  he  thought  the  honour- 
.ble  member  was  introducing  much  more 
natter  than  was  allowable  in  asking  a  question. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  said  if  he  thought  he  would 
lave  an  opportunity  of  moving  the  adjourn- 
nent  of  the  House,  he  would  reserve  his  re- 
narks,  and  would  at  once  resume  his  seat,  but 
le  was  dealing  with  aP  matter  of  great  public 
nterest. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's explanation  ought  to  be  as  brief  as  was 
lansistent  with  making  the  question  clear. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  might  be  permitted  to 
K>ini  out  that  stock  lately  offered  in  the  open 
Dacket  by  the  Assets  Board  realised  high  prices. 
}uoh  being  the  case,  he  considered  it  in  the 
nterests  of  the  country  that  the  Board  should 
>lace  the  properties  now  held  by  them  on  the 
inarket,  and  dispose  of  both  land  and  stock  at 
h%  earliest  date  while  such  high  values  were 
>btained. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  it  might  be 
;aken  that  this  was  rather  a  delicate  question 
!or  him  to  answer,  as  the  question  was  ad- 
iressed  to  the  Acting  Minister  of  Lands,  and, 
laturally,  he  should  reply  to  it.  As  to  the  first 
part  of  the  question,  if  the  honourable  member 
bad  asked  the  member  for  Wakatipu  whether 
lie  was  in  favoiu  this  session  of  dispensing  with 
bhe  services  of  the  members  of  the  Assets 
Board,  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  could  have  understood 
ihe  application  of  the  question,  because  there 
lad  been  some  little  difference  of  opinion  be- 
iween  the  member  for  Wakatipu  and  the  mem- 
3er  for  Ashley. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  could  assure  the  honour- 
ible  gentleman  that  it  referred  as  much  to  the 
Premier  as  to  the  honourable  member  for 
07akatlpu. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  should  have  thought 
lot,  because  he  did  not  use  the  honourable 
nember's  previous  application  sent  to  the 
Board  on  the  floor  of  the  House ;  and  to  that 
stent  the  member  for  Wakatipu,  he  took  it, 
ifas  meant. 

Mr.  FBASEB  did  not  think  the  honourable 
nember  should  bring  a  charge  against  him 
vhen  he  could  not  reply  to  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
»azmot  speak  unless  the  Premier  gives  way. 

Mr.  FRASER.— Is  the  Premier  to  be  allowed 
o  bring  a  charge  against  me  that  I  cannot 
eply  to  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  not  a  reflection  on  the 
lonourable  member  for  Wakatipu— it  is  a  fact. 

Mr.  ERASER.- It  is  not  a  fact.  I  dispute 
he  fact. 

Mr.  SEDDON  might  say,  in  the  first  place, 
hat  a  grave  responsibility  was  cast  by  Parlia* 
aent  upon  the  colony  in  respect  to  the  assets 
if  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand.  In  separating 
he  assets,  and  dealing  with  them  separately 
rem  the  bank,  a  Board  was  determined  upon ; 
Ad  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the 


Board  had  devoted  considerable  time  and  at- 
tention to  their  work,  and  it  had  been  in  the 
direction  of  realising  as  far  as  they  could  with 
safety.  The  Board  had  only  been  in  existence 
three  years,  and  that  seemed  to  be  lost  sight 
of.  Afier  Parliament  passed  the  Act,  there 
were  attorneys  who  were  then  managing  the 
assets  of  the  bank.  Therefore,  taking  the 
three  years,  the  Board  had  realised,  farm 
lands,  estates,  and  sections  which  had  brought 
in  something  like  £412,000.     Now,  in  regard 

5  80  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  lands,  they  could 
'  only  be  sold  as  there  was  a  mar- 
ket for  them.  If  they  were  forced  into  the 
market,  it  meant  that  the  amount  was  not 
realised,  a  loss  was  made,  and  the  liability  of 
the  colony  was  increased.  The  honourable 
member  thought  he  knew  all  about  it;  but 
if  he  was  there  with  a  sense  of  responsibility, 
he  would  know  that,  if  they  had  sold  this  land 
at  the  fir«t  time  an  offer  was  made  for  it,  there 
would  have  been  a  loss  of  probably  £4,000 
or  £5,000.  Pressure  was  brought  to  bear  on 
the  Board  to  endeavour  to  force  them  to  sell 
the  premises  at  Christchurch  for  £^000,  but  the 
Board  had  held  on  and  ultimately  sold  them 
for  £4,000.  If  they  gave  way  to  pressure  of 
this  kind  that  was  brought  to  bear  on  the 
Board,  it  meant  so  much  loss  to  the  colony. 
They  had  either  to  say  to  their  manager, "  You 
don't  know  your  business ;  and  members  don'i 
know  their  business,"  or  else  they  had  to  say 
it  was  wrong  to  bring  this  pressure.  Take  this 
Glentui  Estate,  for  instance  :  there  were  certain 
seasons  to  be  observed,  and,  if  they  attempted 
to  sell  it  out  of  season  or  under  unfavourable 
circumstances,  a  loss  would  be  made.  Every- 
thing would  be  ready  for  sale  in  November. 
There  was  something  in  regard  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  contention.  As  far  as  sheep 
are  concerned,  the  market  was  favourable ;  but 
did  he  think  the  manager  was  not  watching  the 
market  as  well  as  he  ?  The  market  now  being 
favourable,  in  all  probability  the  manager  will 
dispose  of  the  sheep,  hoping  to  get  an  enhanced 
value  for  them ;  but  that  was  a  matter  of  detail 
which  could  only  be  observed  by  those  having 
the  responsibility.  As  regards  the  Clarence 
Estate,  the  Marlborough  Land  Board  would 
only  give  a  nine  years*  lease,  and  their  manager 
said  with  that  lease  only  it  was  of  no  use 
to  them ;  the  only  way  they  could  dispose  of 
the  freehold  was  to  have  a  lease  for  twenty- 
one  years.  If  they  put  the  two  together  they 
had  a  market.  They  had  the  freehold  there, 
and  they  had  to  do  one  of  two  things — either 
they  must  sell  the  ireehold  as  it  stood,  or  get 
the  lease,  for  which  they  were  prepared  to  pay 
the  same  rental  as  was  formerly  given.  If, 
under  existing  circumstances,  with  the  back 
country  unsecured,  they  forced  sixteen  thou- 
sand acres  of  freehold  into  the  market,  they 
would  lose  some  thousands  of  pounds.  If  they 
had  to  fence  it  from  the  rabbits,  that  must 
cost  from  £4,000  to  £5^000. 

An  Hon.  MxMUBi««>It  would  oost  one-hall 
the  value  of  the  land. 

*Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  would,  at  any  rate,  cost 
from  £4,000  to  £5,000.    Well,  the  Board  had 
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refraioed  from  iDoarring  any  expense,  and  wen 
looking  forward  to  having  ^is  estate  in  saoh  a 
position  that  they  wouli  be  able  to  pnt  it  in  the 
market  under  favourable  eiroumstanoes.  Thers 
was  an  estate  in  the  Waikato— the  Fanoonrt 
Estate.  For  that  they  were  made  an  offer  of 
£4  5s.  The  land  was  purchaiied  formerly  at 
£3  158.,  and  could  be  disposed  of  easily  enough 
if  they  let  it  go  for  less  than  its  value,  bus  if 
they  let  it  go  for  less  than  its  value  it  meant 
calling  upon  the  colony  to  find  so  much  more 
•money.  That  was  the  position.  If  they 
compared  land  to-day  with  what  it  was  two 
years  ago,  it  would  be  seen  that  thousands  and 
thousands  of  pounds  would  have  been  lost. 
Of  course,  they  now  considered  the  markets 
were  favourable,  and  they  bad  nearly  every  acre 
which  they  had  to  dif>pose  of  under  offer,  but  he 
need  not  tell  the  House  they  were  not  prepared 
to  sell  except  upon  favourable  terms.  Honour- 
able members  would  see  from  the  balance-sheet 
that  they  were  making  considerably  over  and 
above  the  rate  of  interest  on  the  debentures, 
and  they  were  not  prepared  to  make  large  sacri- 
fices —  which  would  mean  loes  to  the  share- 
holders of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  and  less  to 
the  colony — when,  by  judiciously  placing  them 
on  the  market,  they  could  save  the  colony  and 
the  shareholders  from  loss.  These  were  the 
circumstances  that  weighed  with  the  Board. 
As  he  had  said,  there  was  a  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  Board  to  realise,  and  be  might  say  that 
every  member  of  the  Board,  from  the  first 
until  the  present  time,  recognised  that  they 
were  there  for  realisation  purposes  and  not  for 
the  purpose  of  working  lands  or  stations.  At 
the  same  time,  they  must  be  allowed  to  exercise 
a  wise  dii»cretion.  They  knew  they  had  one 
of  the  best  managers  in  the  colony,  and  that, 
under  the  circumstances,  they  must  to  some 
extent  rely  upon  him.  He  could  assure  the 
honourable  member  that  doing  away  with  the 
Board  would  not  at  all  tend  to  achieve  that 
which  he  desired.  He  knew  the  honourable 
member's  district  was  largely  interested,  and 
would  say  that,  as  far  as  they  could,  they  would 
place  land  in  the  market  and  dispose  of  the 
stock.  He  would  confer  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  that  purpose,  and  his  represen* 
tations,  no  doubt,  would  have  due  weight  with 
the  Board  and  with  the  General  Manager. 

An  Hon.  Mxmbbb.— The  Mangatora  Estate. 

Mr.  &EDDON.— Well,  with  regard  to  the 
Mangatora  Estate,  he  might  say  they  were 
getting  It  partitioned.  They  were  asked  why 
they  did  not  deal  with  that  before.  They  had 
no  title  to  some  of  the  land,  and  were  nego- 
tiating with  the  Natives.  They  were  now  going 
to  get  the  Isnd  partitioned — the  portion  be- 
longing to  the  one  Native  taken  out — and,  as 
soon  as  that  was  done,  they  would  have  it 
ready  to  put  into  the  market. 

PAMOAN  COMMISSION. 
Mr.   SEDDON    (Premier)   announced    that 
he  had  received  the  following  oonmiunication 
by  telegraph : — 

•*  Auckland,  18ih  July,  1899. 
<*  Samoan    Conmiission    thank    you    most 

Mr.  8€ddon 


heartily  for  the  lo«n  of  the  '*Tutanekai,"in  wbis^ 
they  have  just  been  round  the  inlands.  Tba 
generous  courtesy  of  the  New  Zealand  Qovem- 
ment  is  much  appreciated,  and  has  naalerially 
facilitated  our  mission.  The  kind  atteotion  of 
Captain  Post  has  rendered    our  voyage  most 


agreeable. 


«• 
•< 
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LAND  FOR  SETTLEMENTS  BILL. 

IN  COMlflTTTEB. 

Clause  2. — **  For  the  pitrpose  of  continning  in 
force  the  principal  Act  and  its  amendmenta 
until  after  the  close  of  the  first  session  of  the 
next  enduing  Parliament,  section  two  of  '  Ths 
Land  for  &ttlements  Act  Amendment  Aet^ 
1897,'  is  hereby  amended  by  substituting  the 
words  '  expiration  of  the  fourteenth  day  after 
the  close  of  the  first  session  of  the  next  ensaiiif 
Parliamsnt,'  in  lieu  of  the  words  '  tbiitv-fint 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  nine  hnsdred,' 
whererer  those  words  occur  in  that  section.'' 

Captain  RUSSELL  (Bawke's  Ba^)  moved  to 
strike  out  the  words,  **  until  after  tna  elcae  of 
the  first  session  of  the  next  ensuing  Parlia- 
ment." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  4. — "In  order  to  remoTO  teebnical 
difficulties  in  the  disposal  of  claims  for  oom- 
pensation,  whether  now  pending  or  hereafter 
arising,  in  respect  of  land  taken  or  proposed  to 
be  taken  under  the  principal  Act,  the  proYisioaa 
of  section  60  of  *  The  Publio  Works  Aefc,  1B94.' 
in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  Assessors,  ahall  ex- 
tend and  apply  and  be  deemed  to  have  at  aD 
times  extended  and  applied  to  the  ease  of  an 
Assessor  who  resigns  or  refuses  to  act.'* 

Captain  RUSSELL  moved  the  deletion  of 
the  words  "  whether  now  pending  or." 

The  Committee  divided  on  die  qnestiaB, 
"  That  the  words  be  retained." 


AUen,  E.  G. 

Cadman 

Caincross 

Carroll 

Duncan 

Field 

Fisher 

Flatman 

Oilfeddec 

Oraham 

Hall-Jones 

Bollard 

Brown 

Buchanan 

Carson 

Crowther 

Duthie 

Herries 

Hunter 

Hutchison,  G. 


Ayxs,  82. 
Hogg 
Holland 
Joyce 
Kaihau 
MoNab 
Meredith 
Montgomery 
Morrison 
0*Meara 
0*Regan 
Parata 


SeddoD 

Smith 

Stevena 

Steward 

Symes 

Tanner 

Taylor 

Wilson. 

TeUerg, 
McQowan 
MiUs. 


Nobs,  24. 
Kelly  Pirani 

Lang  Rolleston 

Lethbridge         Buseell 
Mackensie,  M.  Thompson,  B. 


McLean 
Massey 
Monk 
Moore 


Thomson,  J.  W. 

Tettsrs. 
Lewis 
Rawlins. 


For, 
Lawry 
MoEensie,  J. 


Paebs. 


Wright 
Allen,  J. 
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MoKeniie,  B. 
MtlUr 
Pere 

Thompson,  T. 
Ward. 


WMon 

Sligo 

Heke 

Frailer 

MoGuire. 


Majorily  for,  8. 
Amendment  negatived. 

Oaptain  BUSSELL  (Hawke's  Bay)  moved 
that  (he  words  '*  and  be  deemed  to  have  at  all 
4imeB  extended  and  applied  '*  be  struck  oat. 

The  Oommittee  divided  on  the  questionr 
^*  That  the  words  be  retained." 


Ayss,  29. 

Allen.  £.  G. 

Holland 

O'Meara 

Oadman 

Hoaston 

Parata 

OarroU 

Joyce 

Seddon 

Danoan 

Kaihau 

Smith 

Pield 

Lawry 

Steward 

Fisher 

MoGowan 

Symes 

Flatman 

MoNab 

Wilson. 

Gilfedder 

Meredith 

TeUen. 

Hall-Jones 

Mills 

0*Began 

Hogg 

Morrison 

Tanner. 

Noxs,  24. 

lllen,  J. 

Lang 

Bawlins 

Bollard 

Letnbridge 

BoUeeton 

Brown 

Lewis 

Bassell 

Oamoroes 

McGuire 

Thompson,  B. 

Carson 

Mackenzie, 

M.  Thomson,  J.  W. 

-Ofowther 

McLean 

Tellers, 

Berries 

Monk 

Massey 

Banter 

Moore 

Wason. 

^atchlflon,  G. 

Paibs. 

Fof 

1 

• 

Against, 

McKenzie,  J. 

Bdchanan 

MoKensie,  B. 

Duthie 

Millar 

Sligo 

Pere 

Heke 

Thompson,- T. 

Fraser 

Ward. 

Wright. 

Majority  for,  5. 
Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  LEWIS  (Ghristchoroh  Oity)  moved  the 
Addition  of  the  following  proviso  : — 

**  Provided  that,  in  &e  event  of  an  Assessor 
being  appointed  in  lien  of  one  who  has  become 
incapable  or  has  refused  to  act,  the  case  shall 
be  beard  de  novo." 

Amendment  withdrawn,  and  clause  4  agreed 
to. 

dause  5. — **In  determining  the  compensa- 
tion payable  in  respect  of  land  compulsorily 
taken,  or  thereby  injoriously  affected,  toe  Court 
«hall  in  every  case  have  regard  only  to  the  fair 
actual  market- value  of  the  land." 

Mr.  WASON  moved  to  insert  the  words,  after 
•*i  oompeniiation,"  '*  including  compensation  for 
-disturtMuice.** 

Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  one 
«*oloQk  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  19th  July,  1899. 


First  Readings— Adjournment. 


The  Hon.  the  Spibakeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatibs. 

FIBST  BEADINGS. 
Oompanies  Bill,    Factories    Bill,  Licensing 
Poll  B^ulation  BJl,  Yoaog  Persons  Protection 
BiU,   Wages  Protection  Bill,  Napier  Harbour 
Board  and  Endowment  Improvement  Bill. 

ADJOUBNMENT. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.  C.  WALKER  moved,  That 
the  Council  do  now  adjourn.  He  thought  busi- 
ness was  in  such  a  state  that  they  need  not 
hesi  ate  to  do  so.  Certain  honourable  gentle- 
men had  asked  him  to  iodalge  them  so  far,  and 
he  certainly  saw  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  adjourn. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
three  o'clock  p.m.  ■ 


HOUSE    OF   BEPBESENTATIVE8. 

Wednesday,  19th  July,  1899. 


First  Beadinjra— BCr.  Hone  Heke— Fioanoial  State- 
ment—Volunteer  and  Militia  Offloers'  Parliament- 
ary Privileges  Bill— Otautan  Po«tal  and  Tele- 
graph FaoUltiea  —  Lake  fillesmere  Flounder 
Fiahery— Public  Librariee'  Bubsoriben— Sly-grog 
Selling  in  Clutha— Inland  Mails— Mount  Cook 
BarraekB  Boad— Swing-gates  across  Publio  Boads 
—Midland  Bailway  LltiKation— Molynenx  Elver 
Navigation  —  Kalapoi  Bailway-etation  —  Upper 
Mohsika  Bridge— North  Auckland  Bailway— Per- 
manent Foroea— Waimate  Unemployed— North 
of  Auckland  Bailway  Extension— School  Com- 
mittees—tiocal  Bodies' Votes— Legislative  Council 
Appointments— Bemoval  of  Women's  Disabili- 
ties Bill -Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half- past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatsbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Port   Chalmers    Borough    Borrowing    BUI, 
Auckland  Loan  Empowering  Bill,  Impound- 
ing Bill. 

MR.  HONE  HEKE. 
Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin)  moved,  That  leave 
of  absence  for  one  week  be  granted  to  Mr.  Heke, 
member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District,  on 
account  of  his  being  engaged  in  connection  with 
important  publio  business.  In  moving  that 
leave  of  absence  be  granted  it  was  not  usually 
necessary  to  give  reasons  in  support  thereof; 
but,  as  some  comment  had  been  caused  by  the 
absence  of  the  honouraole  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District,  he  might  say,  in 
justice  to  the  honourable  member,  that  he  had 
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been  in  oommunication  with  him,  and  that  Mr. 
Heke  bad  asked  him  to  move  for  leave  oE  abeeoce 
on  the  ground  that  he  had  been  detained  upon 
important  publio  business  connected  with  the 
peop'e  whom  be  represented.  The  telegram 
received  from  Mr.  Heke  was  as  follows : — 

'*  Will  leave  Whangarei  (tositive  Thursday 
next.  Will  get  into  Wellington  end  of  week. 
Cause  of  my  absence  is  not  in  regard  to  private 
matters  concerning  my  private  welfare ;  nature 
wholly  and  solely  of  publio  welfare.  The 
settlement  of  a  survey  dispute  between  bapus 
would  have  created  nerious  oonsequences  if 
not  suppressed.  Settlement  was  made  a  few 
weeks  ago,  but  small  details  of  that  settlement 
caused  me  to  remain  longer,  all  of  which  will 
be  placed  before  Government.  I  had  also  to 
interfere  and  suppress  another  pretender,  who 
gave  out  that  he  was  a  medium  of  spirits,  and 
who  was  creating  new  ideas,  which  would  have 
led  to  same  result  as  Hone  Tola's  of  last  year. 
These  none  of  our  chiefs  could  settle  but  my- 
8elf«  Re  survey  matters :  Government  fully 
aware." 

It  woald  be  seen  that  two  reasons  were  given 
for  absence ;  one  was  that  he  was  compelled  to 
remain  behind  to  settle  a  dispute  in  connection 
with  survey  matters,  the  other  reason  was  that 
he  had  to  suppress  one  of  those  impostors,  who, 
every  now  and  again,  became  prominent  among 
the  Natives,  and  who  were  the  cause  of  serious 
trouble  both  to  Natives  and  Europeans.  It 
would  be  seen  that  he  was  only  moving  for 
seven  days'  leave  of  absence,  and,  an  Mr.  Heke 
was  leaving  Whangarei  on  Thursday,  by  the 
time  his  leave  expired  it  was  to  be  hoped  he 
would  be  present  to  speak  for  himself,  and  to 
give  whatever  explanation  might  be  necessary. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  seconded  the 
motion.  He  was  aware  that  Mr.  Heke  had 
been  dealing  with  matters  of  interest  amongst 
the  Natives,  and  Mr.  Heke  had  wired  to  him  to 
sa?  that  he  should  have  left  last  week,  but  that 
he  missed  the  steamer,  and,  under  the  circum- 
stances, he  thought  the  Houfie  might  grant 
the  extension  of  leave.  He  thought  it  would 
be  well  that  the  House  should  agree  to  the 
motion,  as  he  felt  sure  the  explanation  would 
be  satisfactory. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  (Bay  of  Islands)  rose  to 
oppose  the  motion.  As  a  member  of  Parlia- 
ment he  had  travelled  over  the  greater  portion 
of  the  extreme  uorih,  and,  having  bad  many 
opportunities  of  talking  with  both  Natives  and 
Europeans,  he  bad  no  hesitation  in  saving  that 
if  things  were  allowed  to  go  on  as  they  were 
going  at  the  present  time  they  woula  have 
another  disturbance  in  the  north.  He  did  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
for  whom  leave  of  absence  was  asked  had  fos- 
tered these  things.  In  the  Native  district  of 
Hokianga,  where  the  troubles  had  taken  place 
some  time  ago,  the  Natives  were  having  secret 
meetings,  at  which  Mr.  Hone  Heke  was 
present.  This  had  been  going  on  for  a  con- 
siderable time — in  fact,  ever  since  the  men  had 
been  released  from  gaol  they  had  been  going 
on  almost  day  and  night,  and  the  settlers 
there  were  in  a  great  state  of  alarm  in  case 

Jfr.  Massey 


another  disturbance  should  take  place.  He 
believed  Mr.  Hone  Heke,  in  order  to  aceom- 
plish  his  own  purposes,  was  encouraging  the 
holding  of  these  meetings.  Honourable  menk* 
bers  would  remember  that  Mr.  Heke  did  not 
take  his  seat  last  >ear  in  Parliament  until  tii* 
last  day  of  the  session,  and  he  gave  as  the 
reason  for  his  absence  ill-health.  It  was  well 
known  in  his  district  that  that  reason  wee  en- 
tirely groundless,  and  it  was  surely  imfoir  t» 
the  large  body  of  Natives  in  the  Northern  IMa> 
irict  that  the  member  whom  tbey  had  elected 
as  their  representative  should  absent  hintMlf 
from  the  deliberations  of  Parliament.  On  bc^ 
half  of  those  Natives,  he  was  entirely  opposed 
to  the  motion,  and  should  call  for  a  divieioo.   . 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston)  was  surprised 
that  any  member  of  the  House  should  get  up, 
as  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Is- 
lands had  just  now  done,  and  make  a  serkras 
reflection  upon  another  member  without  af- 
fording the  slightest  proof  that  there  was  any 
ground  for  his  statements.  What  had  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  got 
to  do  with  how  the  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District  carried  out  his  duty  towards  hie 
constituents  ?  Surely  that  honourable  gentle- 
man was  responsible  to  his  constituents,  and 
not  to  the  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands.  If 
in  the  House  they  were  going  to  question  faov 
one  member  and  another  did  his  duty,  he  di^ 
not  think  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay 
of  Islands  him«elf  would  come  out  on  top. 

An  Hon.  Msicbeb. — How  do  you  represest 
yours  ? 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  he  tried  to  do  hie  besft^ 
and  left  the  result  to  be  judged  by  his  coDsti> 
tnents,  but  was  not  going  to  be  judged  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Houi^e.    The  member  for  the  Bay 
:of  lalands—by  the  way,  he  voted   under  the 
direction  of  the  Premier— seemed  to  think  that 
;  there  was  responf^ibility  on  the  part  of  Dwmbece 
as   to    other  members.     There  was  no  such 
I  responsibility,  and  on  a  question  like  the  pie- 
:  sent  it  was  a  very  unfair  thing  to  prejudice  a 
I  motion  by  saying  that  a  member  of  the  Honae 
i  was  fostering  disaffection  amongst  the  Natives 
!  without  giving  the  slightest  proof  of  it.     Per- 
sonally, he  (Mr.  Pirani)  did  not  believe  any- 
thing of  the  sort.    He  believed  that  what  Mr* 
Heke  was  doing  was  in  exactly  the  opp<^te 
direction,  and  he  did  not  think  a  reflection  of 
the  kind  should  go  forth  to  the  country  merely 
upon  the  ip$e  dixit  of  the  honourable  membtf 
for  the  Bav  of  Inlands. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa)  said  the 
charge  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Bay  of  It^lands  against  the  Northern 
Native  member  was  of  an  extraordinary  eka- 
racter.  There  had  been  disturbanees  in  thsl 
part  of  the  colony  last  year,  and  great  credit 
had  been  deservedly  given  to  the  hoBoarable 
member  for  the  Northern  Maori  Distziet  for 
what  he  had  done  in  connection  with  Uien. 
The  honourable  member  had  so  acted  that  tke 
Government  had  adnaitted  their  indebtedaea 
to  him  for  his  exertions;  and  now  they  bed 
these  unjust  acenHationa  made  when  tfaiy 
expected  to  see  the  honourable  member  nvle 
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his  appearance  in  the  House  within  a  week. 
This  seemed  to  him  most  unfair.  Surely,  if 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands 
had  a  conscientious  belief  in  the  statement  to 
which  he  had  given  utterance  he  might  have 
waited  one  short  week. 

Mr.  MOBRISON  (Caversham)  considered  it 
somewhat  refreshing  to  hear  the  views  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairarapa,  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Palmernton.  He  was 
sure  the  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  must 
he  deeply  indebted  to  those  honourable  gentle- 
men for  the  nice  curtain  lecture  they  had 
given  him.  Now,  what  had  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  (Mr.  Houston) 
done  ?  He  was  in  possession  of  special  know- 
ledge with  regard  to  Mr.  Hone  Heke's  doings  in 
the  north  and  the  cause  of  his  absence  from 
the  House,  and  he  gave  the  House  that  infor- 
mation; and  none  of  the  members  who  had 
criticized  the  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands 
had  brought  forward  any  evidence  to  contradict 
the  statements  he  had  made.  The  House 
knew  perfectly  well  that  Mr.  Hone  Heke  was 
absent  nearly  all  last  session.  A  month  of  the 
present  session  had  gone,  and  Mr.  Heke  was 
not  here.  He  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber ^or  the  Bay  of  Islands  was  quite  within  his 
rights  in  rising  to  criticize  any  member  who 
was  absent  from  his  duty,  especially  when  he 
was  receiving  the  moneys  of  the  colony — when 
he  was  getting  paid. 

Hon.  Members. — No. 

Mr.  MORRISON  said,  if  the  honourable 
member  was  not  getting  paid,  he  had  been  in- 
formed that  the  fines  were  not  being  inflicted. 
If  he  was  wrong  in  that  statement  he  would  be 
pleased  to  hear  it.  The  member  for  Palmers- 
ton  bad  taken  occasion  to  lecture  the  member 
for  the  Bay  of  Islands  on  his  dutv  as  a  member, 
and,  with  an  assumed  air  of  indignation,  said 
that  no  member  had  any  right  to  lecture  any 
other  member  with  regard  to  how  he  discharged 
his  duties.  What  was  the  honourable  member 
for  Palmerston  now  doing,  and  what  was  he 
doing  for  three-fourths  of  the  sesbion?  Was 
he  not  always  lecturing  other  members  who 
di£fered  from  him?  He  lectured  Ministers  as 
to  their  Ministerial  duties,  and  he  also  lectured 
private  members.  And  he  had  just  lectured 
the  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  when  that 
honourable  member  was  only  placing  certain 
facts  before  the  House,  which  he  (Mr  Morrison) 
considered  it  the  honourable  member's  duty  to 
do.  He  would  not  have  said  a  word  about  this 
matter  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  remarks  of  the 
member  for  Palmerston  (Mr.  Pirani),  which,  he 
thought,  were  entirely  uncalled  for. 

Mr.  O'BEGAN  (BnJler)  said  those  who  knew 
the  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands — and  his 
fellow-members  knew  him  very  well— would 
not  feel  inclined  to  doubt  his  veracity.  He 
thought  the  continued  absence  of  the  member 
for  the  Nortbem  Maori  District  was  a  serious 
matter,  and  it  was  time  members  took  excep- 
tion to  it.  He  was  not  inclined  to  vote  fligainsfe 
leave  being  given  for  only  one  week  further, 
hat  if  any  extension  of  the  time  were  asked  for 
he  would  feel  bound  to  oppose  it.    He  thought 


the  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  was  cer- 
tainly right  in  stating  what  he  thought  about 
this  matter,  and  he  was  inclined  to  think 
there  was  a  good  deal  to  justify  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  said. 

Mr.   MEREDITH   (Ashley)   considered    the 
member  for    the    Bay  of    Islands — who    waa 
better  acquainted  with  the  question  than  any 
other  member — was  within  his  rights  in  draw- 
ing the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  position 
of  Mr.  Heke  respecting  his  electorate,  and  he- 
thought  the  member  for  Palmerston  should  be> 
the  last  to  stand  up  and  unfairly  lecture  the 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands.    If  there  was- 
any  member  who  was  continually  prying  into 
matters  connected  with  other  members  it  waa 
the  member  for  Palmerston.  He  ventured  to  say 
that  in  point  of  credence  the  member  for  the 
Bay  of  Islands  was  as  much  respected  as  the- 
member  for  Palmerston.    Now,  what  was  the- 
position  ?    Mr.  Heke  did  not  make  his  appear* 
ance  in  the  House  until  the  close  of  last  ses- 
sion.   Motion  after  motion  was  passed  during 
the  session  giving  the  honourable  member  leave 
of  absence.    Nearly  a  month  of  the  present 
sesiiion  had  passed  and  the  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District  was  still  absent.    The 
Premier  had  stated  that  the  honourable  mem* 
her  would  have  been  present  but  for  having, 
missed  a  steamer.    If  the  honourable  member 
was  engaged  on  important  public  business,  if 
he  had  been  deputed  to  represent  the  Govern* 
ment 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Certainly  not. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  said,  if  the  honourable 
member  held  a  brief  from  the  Government  to- 
prevent  disturbances  amongst  the  Natives  ia 
the  Northern  Maori  District,  then  leave  should 
be  given.  The  Premier,  however,  gave  an  em- 
phatical  denial  to  that.  He  would  support  the 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands. 

Mr.  McNAB  (Mataura)  thought  the  member 
for  the  Bay  of  Islands  ought  to  be  commended 
for  the  action  he  had  taken  that  afternoon, 
rather  than  be  condemned.  He  had  taken  no- 
unfair  advantaRc  of  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Northern  Maori  District.  On  the  7th  Octo- 
ber last  year  he  stated  practically  what  he  had 
stated  in  the  chamber  that  afternoon.  The 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands 
then  said, — 

'*  At  the  present  time  the  residence  of  Mr» 
Heke  in  that  district  was  doing  a  great  deal  of 
harm  to  the  Natives.  Leave  of  absence  hcui 
been  asked  for  on  a  previous  occasion  on  th& 
ground  of  ill-health.  That  was  all  wrong.  He 
was  credibly  informed  by  persons  living  in 
that  district  that  Mr.  Heke's  absence  was  not- 
owing  to  ill -health  at  all.  It  was  known  thai 
it  was  private  business  in  Wellington  that  pre- 
vented nls  being  here.  The  House  should  take 
a  stand  and  refuse  this  application  aUogether» 
The  Premier  was  entirely  misinformed,  and  he 
could  not  allow  the  motion  to  go  without  ob- 
jecting to  it.  The  honourable  member  should 
be  in  his  place.  It  was  particularly  unfair  tO; 
the  Northern  Maori  District  that  that  district 
should  be  disfranchised  for  the  whole  of  th» 
session." 
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Those  were,  praotioally,  the  ohaiges  (hat  had 
been  made  against  the  honourable  member 
that  iJteraoon.  The  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District  was  in  his  place  on  the  last  day 
on  which  the  House  sat  last  session ;  and  did 
he  attempt  to  answer  those  charges?  These 
charges  appeared  in  Hansard,  and  yet  the 
honourable  member  never  attempted  to  answer 
them.  He  thought  that  sufficient  to  show  that 
on  the  former  occasion  the  member  for  the 
Bay  of  Islands  was  accurate  in  what  he  said. 
Those  who  saw  Mr.  Heke  on  the  last  day  of 
last  session  would  agree  that  he  could  hairdly 
have  been  suflfering  from  ill-health  during  the 

Erevious  six  months.  As  to  the  question  of  the 
onourable  member  being  engaged  on  public 
business,  that  was  a  matter  which  he  thought 
the  House  should  be  careful  in  granting 
absence  for.  Any  person  who  thought  he 
had  a  divine  mission  to  bring  peace  to  his 
constituency,  and  that  he  was  thus  engaged  io 
public  business — if  that  kind  of  consideration 
were  to  obtain,  then  many  members  would 
begin  dabbling  in  all  kwdsof  things,  to  the 
exclusion  of  their  parliamentaty  duties.  It 
was  stated  in  the  newspapers  that  the  honour- 
able member  was  engaged  m  suppressing  spirits. 
They  remembered  the  action  taken  on  a  former 
occasion  by  some  membets  when  leave  of 
absence  was  asked  for  one  of  the  most  honoured 
members  of  the  House.  He  was  glad  to  see 
that  not  more  than  a  week's  leave  was  being 
asked.'  He  thought  that  in  such  oases  as  this 
the  House  ought  to  set  its  face  steadily  against 
granting  leave  of  absence. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Ghristchuroh  Oity)  said  he 
did  not  know  the  instance  the  member  for 
Mataura  referred  to  when  he  alluded  to  the 
way  in  which  an  application  for  leave  oflab- 
cence  for  one  of  the  most  honoured  members 
of  the  House  was  treated.  An  honourable 
member  mentioned  Sir  George  Qrey,  but  he 
had  no  recollection  of  it.  A  similar  motion  to 
this  relating  to  Mr.  Heke  was  moved  on  the 
7th  October  last  year,  and  an  effort  was  then 
made  to  make  it  appear  that  there  was  some 
basis  of  fact  for  the  terms  of  the  motion.  The 
motion  then  was  that  three  weeks*  leave  be 
granted  to  Mr.  Hone  Heke  on  the  ground  of 
urgent  private  business.  The  motion  to-day 
said  it  was  important  public  business.  The 
Premier  had  stated  that  Mr.  Heke  was  not 
engaged  on  public  business. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  said  the  Premier  made  the 
same  statement  last  year.  It  was  trifling  with 
the  House  and  the  country  to  get  members  to 
indorse  what  was  praotioaily  a  falsehood  in  the 
way  thev  were  asksd  to  indorse  the  motion  to- 
day. The  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  last 
year  entered  a  strong  protest  against  the  fraud 
practised  on  the  House  in  the  motion  they  were 
asked  to  support,  and  he  had  exercised  his  right 

OQ  to  do  so  this  session  by  making  a 
'  similar  protest  against  what  he  still 
believed  to  be  a  fraudulent  excuse ;  and  he  (Mr. 
Taylor)  was  convinced,  from  what  he  learnt  in 
Auckland  a  few  weeks  ago,  that  the  reason 
urged  was  an  utterly  fraudulent  excuse  for  the 

Mr,  MeNab 


absence  of  Mr.  Hone  Heke.  The  diacnnioD  Isst 
year  was  a  curious  one.  The  niotion  deelsied 
that  he  was  absent  on  the  ground  of  uigsni 

Erivate  business.  The  Premier  declared  that 
e  had  a  communication  from  Mr.  Hons  Heka 
and  from  the  chiefs  stating  that  he  was  very 
ill,  and  was  laid  up.  That  mi^t  have  been 
true,  but  the  House  had  a  perfect  right  to  know 
whether  he  was  ill  by  accident  or  a  cause  he 
could  not  control,  or  whether  his  cbnduet  bad 
been  such  as  to  disgrace  himself  and  to  disgxaea 
that  House. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbkb. — You  have  no  right  to 
assume  it. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said,  <'No  right  to  aasnine 
it "  I  It  was  a  matter  of  public  notoriety,  both, 
in  that  House  and  in  the  country. 

Mr.  CROWTHER.— Secretly  talked  of. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said.  And  openly  talked  of; 
and  it  was  not  to  the  best  interests  of  tint 
Assembly  that  they  should  make  preteoee  there 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  He  submitted  that 
Mr.  Hone  Heke  had  been  guilty  of  contempt 
already  this  session.  Standing  Order  No.  433 
declared : — 

"  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  tbe 
service  of  the  House  for  more  than  one  week 
at  a  time  without  leave ;  and  any  member  in- 
fringing this  order  shall  be  held  guilty  d 
contempt." 

They  had  been  in  session  more  than  three 
weeks,  and  this  was  the  first  motion  that  had 
been  submitted  to  the  House  for  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  Mr.  Hone  Heke. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — ^There  was  another. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— This  session  ? 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb.— Yes. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said,  Well,  he  had  watdied 
very  carefully,  and  it  had  not  caught  hie  eye. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — It  was  without  notice. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  it  had  no  right  to  be  done 
without  notice.  Of  course,  he  bowed  to  Ifr. 
Speaker's  ruling;  but  a  matter  of  this  kind 
^ould  not  have  been  taken  through  the  Hones 
surreptitiously  like  that.  In  any  case,  there 
was  no  doubt  whatever  as  to  the  cause  of  his 
absence  from  the  chamber. 

An  Hon.  Mbkbeb. — What  is  it? 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said,  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber wanted  to  know,  let  him  ask  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  Opposition  Whip.  He  was  not 
going  to  be  induced  to  make  a  statement  which 
some  members  would  like  him  to  make.  The 
cause  of  Mr.  Heke*s  absence  had  been  almost 
openly  stated  by  the  member  for  the  Bay  of 
Islands.  It  had  been  declared  by  those  who 
knew  best  that  the  statement  that  he  had  been 
serving  the  colony  in  allaying  a  Native  dis- 
turbance was  all  *<  buncombe.*'  That  state- 
ment had  been  challenged  by  the  member  for 
tbe  Bay  of  Islands.  The  member  for  Maiaden 
was  more  emphatic  last  year  than  the  mem- 
ber for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  and  the  member  ttx 
Marsden  probably  knows  as  well  as  the  mem- 
ber for  the  Bav  of  Islands  the  cause  of  Mr. 
Hone  Heke*s  absence.  He  (Mr.  Taylor)  ob- 
jected to  this  trifling  with  the  House.  Tbe 
whole  of  last  session  this  member  was  not 
avMlable  to   discuss  questions,  or  to  do  bii 
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Bliftre  of  the  Committee  work.  He  considered 
the  motion  an  insult  to  the  House,  and  was 
practical Jy  a  fraud  upon  that  Assembly  and 
the  colony. 

Mr.  BAWLINS  (Tuapeka)  rose  to  a  personal 
explanation.  In  reference  to  what  the  junior 
member  for  Gbristchurch  City  said  jnst  now, 
he  presumed  that  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House  there  bad  been  a  certain  reason  given 
why  Mr.  Hone  Heke  bad  been  away ;  he,  how- 
ever, never  heard  it  breathed.  He  had  never 
heaid  a  word  of  it,  and  he  had  never  heard  it 
discussed  by  members  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House.  He  would  ask  the  honourable 
member  for  Ohridtchuroh  City  to  withdraw 
that  expression.    He  never  beard  it. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington  City)  deprecated 
a  debate  of  this  sort  being  raised,  and  an  attack 
being  made  upon  one  of  the  members  of  the 
House  in  that  member's  absence.  He  quite 
agreed  that  Mr.  Heke  ought  to  be  here,  and  the 
House  ought  not  to  be  trifled  with  by  such 
an  undue  extension  of  leave  as  last  session. 
But  surely  no  honourable  member  should  be 
attacked  in  this  fashion  on  the  floor  of  the 
House.  The  charge  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  that  Mr.  Heke 
was  stirring  up  disaffection  among  the  Natives, 
was  a  charge  of  a  very  serious  character,  and  it 
ought  not  to  have  been  made  unless  the  mem- 
ber making  it  was  prepared  there  and  then  to 
substantiate  it.  To  make  a  statement  of  that 
kind  without  definitely  supporting  it  by  quoting 
facts  was  most  unwarranted.  The  honourable 
member  for  Mataura  referred  to  a  speech  by  the 
same  honourable  member  during  last  session, 
where  he  asserted  that  Mr.  Heke  was  absent 
because  the  position  of  bis  private  business  in 
Wellington  would  not  permit  of  his  coming 
here.  They  had  heard  these  rumours,  but 
dearly  they  were  imtrue,  for  Mr.  Heke  came 
Id  Wellington  and  stayed  for  weeks  after  the 
session  was  over.  Nobody  interfered  with  him, 
evidently.  If  members  paid  attention  to  un- 
warranted tittle-tattle  of  that  sort,  and  placed 
the  like  on  record  in  Hansard  againsb  honour- 
able members,  it  would  become  intolerable  to 
'  be  in  the  House.  He  thought  the  characters 
of  honourable  members  ought  not  to  be  so 
assailed,  until,  at  least,  they  were  present.  He 
thought  that  no  honourable  member  ought  to 
make  charges  like  these  on  rumour.  The 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands, 
after  his  mistaken  attack  of  last  session,  just 
alluded  to,  ought  surely  not  to  have  preferred 
another. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  (Qrey)  said  the  motion  had 
been  seconded  by  the  Ihremier.  He  thought 
the  Premier  seconded  it  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion. He  evidently  did  not  read  the  wording 
of  it.  Leave  of  absence  was  asked  for  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Northern  Maori 
District  on  the  ground  of  his  being  engaged  in 
connection  with  important  public  business. 
He  begged  to' move,  That  these  words  be  struck 
out,  and  the  words  "  urgent  private  business  " 
he  inserted.  He  would  not  object  to  the  motion 
if  it  were  in  that  form.  But,  after  the  declara- 
tion of  the  Premier  that  he  was  not  engaged  on 
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public  business,  he  could  not  seahow  the  House 
could  adopt  the  motion  as  it  was  worded.    The. 
Premier  or  the  Qovernment  were  the  only  per- 
sons who  could  engage  him  on  public  business. 

Mr.  MOORB  (Eaiapoi)  said  it  appeared  to 
him  the  honourable  member  might  very  well 
be  occupied  on  public,  business  without  others 
knowing  about  it.  Honourable  members  had 
considerable  public  business  to  perform  without, 
any  connection  with  the  Government.  It  was 
quite  possible  the  honourable  member  might 
be  engaged  in  this  direction.  Reference  had 
been  made  to  the  fact  that  a  member  had  no 
right  to  absent  himself,  and  that  they  had  no 
right  to  give  him  leave  of  absence.  There  was 
another  member  who  had  not  been  in  the. 
House  during  the  session.  He  was  away  on 
urgent  private  business,  nothing  to  do  witu  the 
business  of  the  country,  and  if  they  were  pre-, 
pared  to  give  that  member  leave  of  absence 
they  had  a  right  to  treat  another  member 
in  the  same  way.  So  far  as  the  statements 
made  as  to  what  Mr.  Heke  was  doing  at  the 
present  time  were  concerned,  he  had  heard 
nothing  at  all  about  them.  He  thought  they 
had  not  emanated  from  that  side  of  the  House. 
It  was  said  the  Opposition  Whip  might  throw 
some  light  on  the  matter,  as  he  knew  tha 
reason  of  the  honourable  gentleman  being 
away  ffom.  Wellington.  He  did  not  think  for 
one  moment  the  Opposition  Whip  would  be 
able  to  state  that  the  honourable  member 
was  staging  awav  for  ,tbe  reasons  given  by  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  or 
the  honourable  member  for  Ohristchurch  City. 
He  felt  perfectly  satisfled  that  both  those 
honourable  gentlemen  must  have  been  wrong 
in  their  statements  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber was  keeping  away  from  his  parliamentary 
duties  for  improper  purposes. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wellington  City)  thought  it 
immaterifld  whether  they  adopted  the  motion 
or  the  amendment.  As  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Kaiapoi  said,  it  was  quite  possible  that 
the  member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District 
might  be  engaged  in  public  business  outside 
of  Government  business.  The  right  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  to 
give  expression  to  his  opinions  upon  this  ques- 
tion could  not  be  questioned,  for  if  there  was  a 
member  of  the  House  in  a  position  to  give 
strong  and  valied  reasons  for  the  views  he 
held  that  member  was  the  member  for  the 
Bay  of  Islands.  Unless  good  reason  could  be 
shown,  it  was,  of  course,  improper  for  a  mem- 
ber to  so  disregard  his  obligations  to  the 
Parliament  and  to  his  constituents  as  to  absent. 
himself  for  such  a  prolonged  period;  but  he 
was  rather  inclined  to  adopt  the  view  of  the 
member  for  Palmerston,  that  it  was  not  the 
duty  of  any  section  of  the  House  to  criticize 
the  conduct  of  other  members  of  the  House. 
If  there  were  remissness  or  neglect  of  duty 
on  the  part  of  a  member,  that  was  a  nwtter 
to  be  settled  entirely  between  the  member 
and  his  constituents.  But,  then,  he  could 
not  help  contrasting  the  conduct  of  certain 
members  on  this  occasion  with  their  con- 
duct on  another  occasion  when  leave  of  ah- 
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9fince  w««  asked  for  a  member  who  sat  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House.  Some  very  cruel 
remarks  were  made  in  the  House  in  regard  to 
tljat  honourable  member,  who  was  now  no 
more.  He  (Mr.  Fisher)  looked  for  ooneistency 
of  conduct  on  the  part  of  honourable  members, 
especially  when  dealing  with  such  a  delicate 
subject ;  but  there  were  members  in  that 
House  who  were  ever  ready  to  condemn  their 
brother  members  without  sufficient  cause. 
With  regard  to  the  subject  of  the  motion,  it 
was  an  extremely  delicate  matter.  He  would 
Yote  for  leave  of  absence  being  granted  for  one 
week,  and  after  that  be  would  oppose  any  ap- 
plication for  further  leave  of  absence. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON  (Marsden)  said  it  was  a 
very  delicate  matter  for  an  honourable  member 
to  get  up  in  the  House  and  reflect  on  the  con- 
duct of  another  member ;  but  at  the  same  time 
he  thought  the  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands 
was  perfectly  justified  in  bringing  the  matter 
before  the  House — in  fact,  he  did  not  see  how 
he  could  have  taken  any  other  coarse,  knowing 
the  strong  feeling  that  existed  in  the  North  of 
Auckland  with  reference  to  the  honourable 
member  referred  to.  He  could  assure  the 
House  that  there  were  ugly  rumours  going 
about  the  north  in  reference  to  Mr.  Hone 
Heke,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly  he  was  not, 
of  course,  in  a  position  to  say ;  but  the  general 
impression  throughout  the  norUi  was  that 
it  would  be  much  bettor  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  kept  away  irom  that  district  as 
much  as  possible,  as  his  presence  amongst 
the  Natives  was  not  to  their  advantage.  It 
was  also  sadd  at  the  same  time  —  and  he 
might  just  as  well  state  it  openly — that  some- 
how or  another  a  rumour  had  got  abroad — 
which,  no  doubt,  had  no  foundation — that  in 
some  mysterious  way  the  Premier  was  mixed 
up  in  the  honourable  member's  absence.  It 
was  better  for  him  to  say  so  openly,  because 
these  rumours  had  got  about.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve for  an  instant  there  was  any  foundation 
for  the  rumour,  but  somehow  or  other  the  ru- 
mour had  got  about  in  that  part  of  the  colony 
that  in  some  mysterious  way  the  Premier  was 
mixed  up  in  Mr.  Hone  Heke's  absence  from 
the  House,  and  it  was  just  as  well  to  state  so. 
It  seemed  strange  to  find  there  were  certain 
members  of  the  Opposition  who  were  prepared 
to  defend  the  absence  of  this  honourable  gentle- 
man, and  the  Premier  himself  seemed  to  be 
inclined  to  deal  leniently  with  him.  Whether 
there  was  any  truth  in  what  one  heard  or  not, 
of  course  he  was  not  prepared  to  say ;  but  it 
was  a  pity  that  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District  was  not  here.  Knowing 
he  was  absent  all  last  session,  it  could  not  be 
wondered  at  that  very  unfavourable  rumours 
had  got  about.  He  thought  it  was  very  un- 
fair to  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of 
Islands  to  question  his  action,  because  he  was 
bound  to  do  his  duty.  Mr.  Hone  Heke  had 
resided  mostly  in  the  Bay  of  Islands  elec- 
rtorate,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  many  of 
the  electors  felt  very  much  aggrieved  at  the 
absence  from  Parliament  of  their  representa- 
>ive.  It  was  a  very  large  and  straggling  dis- 
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triot,  and  there  waa  plenty  of  woik  both  iot 
Mr.  Houston  and  for  Mr.  Hone  Heke  in  look- 
ing after  the  interests  involved  in  the  district. 
He  regretted  very  muoh  that  Mr.  Hone  Heke 
was  not  there.  At  the  same  time  he  did  not 
wish  to  say  anything  that  might  injure  him  in 
any  way. 

Mr.  MILLS  (Wairan)  wished  the  House 
clearly  to  understand  that  the  rmnoors  men- 
tioned by  the  last  speaker  regarding  the  Pre- 
mier being  mixed  up  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hone 
Heke  had  no  truth  whatever. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON.— I  did  not  say  there 
was  any  truth  in  them. 

Mr.  MILLS  wanted  it  to  go  dearly  forth  to 
the  country  that  the  Premier  had  nothing  whs^ 
ever  to  do  with  Mr.  Heke's  absence  from  that 
House,  because  he  might  mention  as  a  convLno- 
ing  proof  that  Mr.  Heke  had  been  given  a  "  pair" 
since  the  beginning  of  the  session.  There  could 
therefore  be  no  interest  on  the  part  of  the  Pre- 
mier in  keeping  Mr.  Heke  away  from  his  daties. 
The  Premier's  party  could  derive  no  benefit  from 
his  absence,  as  he  was  "  paired."  He  hinoself, 
as  Government  Whip,  had  raised  an  objectioo 
once  or  twice  to  finding  a  **  pair  "  for  Mr.  Heke, 
as  he  thought  he  ought  to  be  in  his  place ;  but 
he  had  seen  telegrams  through  the  Opposition 
Whip  explaining  why  he  was  absent  from  the 
House,  and  the  explanation  had  been  aocepted, 
and  a  "pair  "  provided  on  any  question.  So 
far  as  the  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  was 
concerned,  he  looked  upon  that  honourable 
gentleman  as  one  having  a  special  knowledge  of 
matters  appertaining  to  the  north,  and  he  felt 
certain  that  he  must  have  had  very  stronc 
reasons  before  he  told  the  House  what  he  did 
that  afternoon.  He  would  just  point  out  lo 
the  honourable  member  for  Palmerston  that  it 
could  hardly  be  expected  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Bay  of  Islands  would  go  into  the 
details  of  the  honoumble  member's  abaenee 
until  the  honourable  member  himself  was 
present.  He  assumed  that  he  had  strong 
reasons  for  doing  what  he  did,  and  he  woald, 
no  doubt,  justify  them  in  the  presence  of  tiia 
member  for  the  Northern  Maori  deotorate. 
He  wanted  members  to  clearly  understand 
that,  so  far  as  the  Premier  was  concerned,  he 
had  had  absolutely  nothing  to  do  wii^  Mr.  Hone 
Heke  remaining  away  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  PARATA  (Southern  Maori)  hoped  the 
House  would  grant  leave  of  absence  to  the 
honourable  member.  He  did  not  see  why 
honourable  members  should  criticize  the  rea- 
sons for  bis  absence  from  the  House.  It  might 
be  true  that  he  was  engaged  in  settling  some 
dispute  between  the  Maoris  themselves,  and  ha 
thought  it  was  nothing  but  right  that  the 
House  should  grant  the  leave  of  absence  foe 
one  week.  The  matter  had  been  pretty  well 
threshed  out,  and  he  should  vote  for  the  leavs 
being  granted  to  Mr.  Hone  Heke  for  one  week. 
After  that  week  had  expired  honourable  mem- 
bers could  express  their  opinions  again. 

Mr.  McLean  (Napier)  sud  he  did  not  think 
the  question  of  grantuog  leave  of  absenoe  for 
one  week  to  Mr.  Hone  Heke  made  very  mneh 
difiecenoe.    The  Premier  had  seconded  the  it- 
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fiolation  as  ft  matker  of  oouitesj,  he  took  it ; 
bot  he  would  like  to  hear  from  the  NatiTe 
Minister  what  had  been  the  position  of  Mr. 
.HoneHeke  ao  far  as  distorbanoes  among  the 
Natives  were  concerned.  In  the  Governor's 
Spesoh  last  session  they  were  told  that  Mr. 
^ne  Heke  had  rendered  very  considerable  ser- 
vices in  acting  as  agent  for  the  Government  in 
4he  North  Island.  What  he  wanted  to  know 
.was  this :  Whether  those  services  had  been  con- 
tinued, and  whether  Mr.  Heke  had  still  besn 
acting  there  as  representative  of  the  Govern- 
ment— trying  to  bring  about  a  settlement  of  the 
disputes  in  connection  with  those  matters 
which  arose  in  the  north.  He  thought,  if  the 
Native  Minister  would  ezplaia  to  the  House 
ivhen  Mr.  Hone  Heke's  position  as  agent  of  the 
Government  would  cease,  then  they  would  be 
In  a  position  to  know  what  his  position  was  as 
regards  these  differences  between  Natives  and 
Europeans. 

Mr.  GBOWTHEB  (Auckland  City)  said  there 
was  no  doubt  whatever  that  in  the  Auckland 
Province  the  absence  of  the  honourable  member 
from  his  parliamentary  duties  had  been  very 
severely  commented  on,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
that  up  till  to-day  the  feeling  had  been  growing 
▼ery  much  stronger.  It  only  seemed  like  yes- 
terday since  the  Governor  was  op  in  that  far 
northern  district,  and  the  reception,  and  the 
greetings,  and  the  congratulations  tendered  to 
HisISzceliency  were  of  such  an  amiable  nature 
that  no  one  could  possibly  suppose  that  there 
was  any  necessity  for  Mr.  Hone  Heke's  presence 
amongst  the  Natives  from  very  soon  after  the 
relecMc  of  the  Native  prisoners  by  the  Governor. 
He  thought  they  ongnt  to  be  satisfied  that  the 
honourable  gentleman's  presence  there  under 
^e  circumstances  could  no  longer  be  needed. 
He  believed  the  honourable  member  who  moved 
the  motion  had  been  to  a  very  great  extent 
justified.  At  the  same  time  he  (Mr.  Crowther) 
thought,  after  this  debate,  he  would  be  inclined 
to  await  the  arrival  of  the  honourable  member 
«nd  hear  his  defence  before  inflicting  punish- 
ment. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  had  been  rather 
amused  at  the  debate  that  had  taken  place, 
but  in  saying  that  he  did  not  mean  it  to  be 
applied  with  any  disrespect  to  parties.  At  the 
same  time  he  said  the  situation  was  unique. 
He  had  received  the  following  telegram  from 
Mr.  Heke : — 

**  I  arrived  Whangarei  on  Friday.  Gould  not 
catch  boat  to  day.  I  have  asked  Massey  to  ap- 
ply for  necessary  leave.*' 

Mr.  CARSON.— What  is  the  date? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  17th  July— Monday. 
Very  well ;  under  such  circumstances  as  these, 
when  leave  was  asked  he  naturally  expected 
that  the  usual  courtesy  would  be  extended, 
fie  might  say  that,  as  regarded  Mr.  Heke 
being  engaged  on  public  business  —  **  public 
business,"  that  was  a  very  wide  term.  At  all 
events,  it  was  certainly  not  on  Government 
basiness.  There  had  been  some  trouble  about 
ft  survey  up  there,  and  Mr.  Hone  Heke  had 
been  interesting  himself  in  tbe  matter,  and 
either   there   had    been    considerable   dupli- 


city on  his  part  or  his  actions  had  been 
such  as  shoula  be  commended.  He  know,  of 
course,  the  honourable  gentleman  held  very 
strong  views  about  stopping  the  sales  of  Native 
lands,  and  the  Government,  of  course,  went 
very  much  in  the  same  direction.  The  jjopo- 
tupu  land  up  there  the  Natives  did  not  want 
to  be  surveyed,  or  to  go  through  the  Gourte. 
Some  of  the  Natives  disagreed  with  that,  and 
sent  a  requisition  for  this  land  to  be  surveyed. 
But  the  large  majority  of  the  owners  objected 
to  two  or  three  of  the  owners  having  such  land 
put  into  a  position  to  co  through  the  Court. 
He  (Mr.  Seddon)  saw  the  difficulty  about  it, 
and  s^id  it  would  be  better  to  hold  it  over  and 
have  meetings  of  owners  and  the  chiefs,  and 
allow  them  to  consult  amongst  themselves; 
that  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Government,  and 
it  was  in  the  interests  of  the  Natives  them- 
selves, that  all  Native  titles  should  be  deter- 
mined; that  by  delaying  the  matter  for  a 
month  or  two,  or  even  three  months,  and  by 
consulting  amongst  themselves,  probably  the 
difficulty  might  be  avoided.  Well,  he  knew 
that  Mr.  Hone  Heke  attended  these  meet- 
ings, or  this  pariicular  meeting,  and  the 
result  was  that  the  application  for  the  sur- 
vey was  withdrawn.  That  was  the  last  he 
knew  of  the  honourable  gentleman  taking 
part  in  anything  of  a  public  character,  and 
that  was  some  time  ago.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  be  present.  They 
had  the  punishment  fixed  by  law.  The  law 
said  that  if  a  member  was  not  there  he  was 
fined  so  much  a  day,  which  fine  was  deducted 
from  his  salary.  The  punishment,  of  course) 
was  fixed,  but  the  Standing  Order,  he  thought, 
ought  to  be  fairly  construed — that  was,  that 
the  member  should  not  wantonly  absent  him- 
self, and  by  so  doing  be  treating  the  House 
with  contempt.  It  would  only  be  in  an  ex- 
treme case  that  this  House  could  possibly, 
owing  to  absence,  bring  in  a  member  guilty  of 
contempt.  It  must  be  m  extreme  case  only 
for  which  that  could  be  done.  The  Legisla- 
ture, when  it  laid  down  a  penalty  for  members 
not  being  presQpt,  fixed  the  punishm^n^— made 
it  a  deduction  from  their  salaries  of  so  much* 
per  day.  Now,  that,  in  his  opinion,  was  the 
situation.  As  regarded  the  Premier  having 
anythiog  to  do  v^ith  the  absence  or  desiring 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Hone  Heke,  he  at  once  repu- 
diated it.  He  said  there  was  neither  respon- 
sibility nor  wish  on  his  part  for  that.  He 
was  not  one  of  those  to  make  an  outcry.  Sup- 
posing some  of  the  members  on  the  other 
side  who  had  spoken  that  day  were  absent, 
and  asked  for  leave,  not  merely  for  seven  days 
but  for  seven  months,  he  would  s&y  no  harm 
would  be  done  in  granting  it  to  them,  more  par- 
ticularly if  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
business  of  the  country  had  not  suffered.  But 
he  was  getting  rather  suspicious,  and  thought 
the  senior  Whip  on  the  Opposition  side  should 
make  strict  inquiries  as  to  whether  Mr.  HonS 
Heke  was  not  wanted  here  to  give  the  "left 
wing  '*  a  hand.  He  understood  thev  anticipated 
his  coming  doven  here  to  join  their  ranks,  and 
that  his  not  coming  had  somewhat  disappointed 
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fch«m.  Bat  ftt  the  same  time  he  mnat  pay  a 
tribate  of  roapeot  to  what  had  been  said  by  the 
member  for  the  Bay  of  lalands.  There  were, 
he  knew,  in  that  district — and  he  found  it  bo 
when  going  through  that  part  of  the  coantry — 
many  Europeans  who  were  of  the  opinion  that 
the  trouble  had  been  started — the  grievances 
had  been  formulated,  and  had  grown  until  they 
absolutely  got  beyond  the  grasp  of  him  who 
had  been  at  the  inception  of  them.    That  was 

Q  QQ  the  feeling.  The  feeling  was  that  the 
wrongs  of  the  Natives,  particularly  on 
the  land  question,  had  been  the  commence- 
ment of  the  whole  trouble,  and  that  it  had 
grown  until  it  had  got  beyond  all  control. 
The  white  people  who  were  in  the  district  at 
the  time  had  not  recognised  the  danger  that 
was  coming,  but  when  it  came  Mr.  Uone  Heke 
was  greatly  exercised  about  it,  and  did  what 
he  could  to  preserve  peace.  Mr.  Heke  appa- 
rently had  an  influence  for  good,  and  that 
influence  he  used  for  good  and  to  prevent 
disturbance.  It  was  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  coming  down  this  week,  but 
when  the  telegram  came  to  hand  from  him 
stating  that  he  had  missed  the  boat  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  thought  the  least  they  could  do  was 
to  grant  him  leave  of  absence.  He  would  not 
be  favourable,  however,  to  granting  any  further 
leave  to  the  honourable  member. 

Mr.  SLIGO  (Dunedin  City)  said  the  Premier 
had  just  told  them  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Northern  Maori  District  used  his 
influence  for  good,  while  the  member  for  the 
Bay  of  Islands  and  the  member  for  Marsden 
disagreed  with  that,  if  they  did  not  altogether 
contradict  it.  Last  year  it  was  borne  in  on  his 
(Mr.  Sligo'fi)  mind,  by  the  utterances  of  Minis- 
ters and  others,  that  both  the  action  and  the 
influence  of  the  honourable  member  wet  e  being 
used  in  the  direction  of  law  and  order,  and  that 
his' absence  from  the  House  was  better  than  his 
presence  would  have  been.  It  had  been  pro- 
posed to  move  an  amendment  to  the  motion  by 
substituting  *'  private  business  "  for  **  public 
business,*'  but  the  amendment,  he  thought, 
could  not  be  supported  either  by  common-sense 
or  a  sense  of  right  feeling.  As  matters  now 
stood  he  would  certainly  vote  against  the 
amendment,  and  if  a  division  was  taken  he 
would  vote  in  favour  of  the  original  motion. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Wairarapa)  thought  it 
would  be  highly  improper  to  amend  the  motion 
in  the  manner  indicated.  Every  word  of  the 
telegrams  sent  by  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Northern  Maori  District  to  the  Premier,  as 
well  as  the  Opposition  Whip,  showed  that  his 
application  was  based  on  the  ground  of  public 
business.  He  could  not,  therefore,  see  how  the 
House  could  possibly  amend  the  motion  in  the 
direction  proposed  by  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Grey. 

Mr.  B.  McKENZIE  /Motueka)  recoguised 
the  discussion  as  one  of  the  kind  they  were 
oontinually  afforded  by  the  Opposition  in  the 
afternoon.  Mr.  Heke  had  not  had  much  to  do 
with  the  discussion.  The  honourable  member, 
it  appeared  to  him,  was  in  a  transitory  state: 
he  was  now  apparently  severing  his  connection 
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with  the  Opposition  and  was  about  to  join  iho 
**  left  wing,"  after  which  he  would  be  found  on 
the  Qovemment  side  of  the  House.  Memben 
opposite  must  surely  recognise  that  when  Mr. 
Heke  was  in  the  House  he  was  an  able  member, 
and,  as  far  as  he  could  see,  there  was  no  reason 
why  the  honourable  gentleman  should  not  get 
tbe  leave  of  absence  that  waa  asked  for  him. 
It  was  no  more  than  a  courtesy  that  was  always 
extended  to  any  absent  member  of  the  House. 
There  could  be  only  one  reason  for  the  dis- 
cussion that  had  sprung  up,  and  that  was  a 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  Opposition  to  waste 
the  time  of  the  House. 

Mr.  QILFEDDEB  (Wallace)  was  pleased 
that  the  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  bad 
taken  exception  to  the  motion  before  the 
House.  To  his  mind,  the  reason  given  for  the 
absence  of  the  member  for  the  Northern  Maod 
District  was  eminently  uuEatisfactoiy.  Week 
after  week  last  session  leave  of  absence  was 
asked  from  the  House  for  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  they  found,  on  the  last  day 
of  the  session  last  year,  that  he  attended  to 
justify  his  remaining  a  member  of  the  Qeneral 
Assembly  of  New  Zealand.  If  the  honourable 
member,  as  he  stated  in  his  telegram  to  the 
Premier,  and  also  in  his  message  to  the  setdor 
Op^sition  Whip,  lost  his  steamer  last  Friday, 
what  prevented  him  from  catching  the  steamer 
on  the  Monday?  If  he  had  done  so  theie 
would  have  been  no  necessity  to  ask  the  Honaa 
to  further  exteod  his  leave  of  absence.  It  was 
a  very  peculiar  circumstance  that  these  out- 
breaks fSlways  occurred  in  the  Northern  Haozi 
District  at  the  very  tiikie  Mr.  Heke  wished  to 
receive  a  further  leave  of  absence.  How  waa 
it  that  during  the  recess  they  heard  nothing  of 
these  disturbances?  Perhaps  the  only  satis* 
factory  explanation  that  had  been  given  as  to 
the  absence  of  the  honourable  member  was 
that  he  was  suppressing  spirits  somewhere  or 
other  in  the  North  Island.  He  would  have 
very  much  pleasure  in  supporting  the  member 
for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  and  in  offering  what 
opposition  he  could  to  the  proposal  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  DUTHIE  (Wellington  City)  thought  it 
must  be  apparent  it  was  not  tlie  Oppositioa 
side  of  the  House  that  was  keeping  up  the 
debate.  For  himself,  he  merely  wished  to  say 
he  accepted  the  explanation  given  by  the  Pre- 
mier for  the  absence  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber^-that  he  was  using  his  influence  in  the 
direction  of  good  government  and  peace — and 
that  explanation,  he  thought,  ought  to  be  taken 
by  the  House.  It  was  evident  from  what  had 
been  stated  by  the  member  for  Marsden  and 
the  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  that  the 
discontent,  if  it  existed,  was  amongst  the  Euro- 
peans of  the  district.  The  honourable  mem* 
her  for  the  Northern  Maori  District  had  bees 
sent  there  to  represent  a  Maori  district,  and 
there  was  not  one  of  those  members  who 
had  attacked  Mr.  Heke  that  afternoon  who 
said  that  the  Maoris  were  discontented  with 
his  action.  If  the  honourable  member  waa 
engaged  on  public  business  in  connection  vnth 
I  the  lands  of  the  Natives,  the  honourable  gentla^ 
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might  be  serving  their  intetests  to  their 
^tire  satiafactioD,  and  it  was  not,  therefore, 
for  the  House  to  interfere.  It  had  not  been 
stated  that  the  Maoris  were  discontented,  and 
the  business  of  the  honourable  member  might 
be  perfectly  legitimate.  The  Europeans  of  the 
^strict — who  were  represented  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  it  seemed, 
— who  wished  to  get  this  land  had  different 
interests  but  the  honourable  member  repre- 
sented the  Natives,  and  it  had  not  been  shown 
that  the  Natives  thought  their  member  was 
doing  anything  which  they  did  not  consider  in 
their  best  interests. 

Mr.  GBAHAM  (Nelson  City)  said  the  honour- 
able member  who  had  just  sat  down  had  al- 
leged that  time  was  being  wasted,  but  he  said 
it  was  not  the  Opposition  who  were  wasting 
the  time  of  the  House.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition, 
and  he  had  just  taken  advantage  of  an  amend- 
ment being  moved  to  make  a  second  speech 
that  afternoon  in  discussing  the  question ;  yet 
the  honourable  member  said  it  was  not  the 
Opposition  who  were  wasting  time.  With  re- 
ference to  the  question  under  discussion,  in  all 
ordinary  oases  he  thought  the  House  was  al- 
ways gracious  in  granting  leave  of  absence  to  a 
member  for  any  reasonable  oause  whatever. 
But  this  was  not  an  ordinary  case.  The 
member  now  under  discussion  was  absent 
from  his  duties  in  the  House  during  almost 
the  whole  of  last  session,  when  applications 
were  made  repeatedly  for  leave  of  absence  for 
bim,  and  time  after  time  the  House  was  occu- 
pied for  the  greater  part  of  an  afternoon 
in  discussing  this  member's  applications  for 
leave  of  absence.  The  honourable  member 
had  thus  put  the  country  to  a  consider- 
able oost  in  discussing  whether  he  should  be 
granted  leave  of  absence  or  not.  The  honour- 
able member  had  been  absent  virtually  the 
whole  of  last  session,  and  a  month  of  this  ses- 
sion had  now  gone  and  no  good  reason  bad  been 
given  for  his  continued  absence.  The  member 
for  the  Bay  of  Islands  had  done  nothing  more 
than  his  duty,  and  what  was  perfectly  right, 
from  his  standpoint  of  local  knowledge,  in  bring- 
ing before  the  House  what  he  had  that  day 
done,  in  regard  to  whether  the  reasons  were 
good  or  bad  which  had  prevented  the  honour- 
able member  from  being  present.  He  believed, 
with  other  members  of  the  House,  in  granting 
leave  of  absence  for  reasonable  cause,  but  he 
thought  this  was  to  a  very  great  extent  an  un- 
xeasonable  request.  He  would  not,  however, 
oppose  the  motion  on  the  present  occasion.  He 
would  vote  in  favour  of  extending  the  leave  of 
absence  for  one  week,  but  if  an^  further  exten- 
fldon  was  asked  for  he  would  jom  with  honour- 
able members  in  opposing  it. 

Mr.  PIBANI  (P^merston)  would  nob  have 
tisen  the  second  time  but  for  a  statement  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Mataura  as 
to  the  action  of  himself  and  several  other 
members  on  a  former  occasion  in  reference  to 
granting  leave  of  absence  to  a  member.  He 
was  not  going  to  bring  that  member's  name 
4ip,  but  it  came  with  very  bad  grace  from  the 


honourable  member  for  Mataura  to  call  into 
question  the  action  of  any  other  members  on 
that  occasion,  because  the  honourable  member 
took  up  the  same  position.    The  honourable 
member  for  Mataura,  on  the  first  division  when 
they  objected  to  the  motion  for  leave  of  absence 
— not  to  the  motion  itself,  but  to  the  ground 
of  the  motion — that  was,  the  ground  of  ill- 
health — and  every  member  of  the  House  knew 
at  the  time  that  that  ground  was  not  a  correct 
one — voted  with  him  on  the  motion  to  strike 
out  "  on  the  ground  of  ill-health."    Certainly 
the  honourable  member  for  Mataura  imme- 
diately afterwards  voted  for  the  leave  of  ab- 
sence, and  not  one  of  them  questioned  the  right 
of  a  member  to  get  leave  of  absence  if  the 
proper  ground  for  his  leave   of  absence  was 
stated  in  the  motion.    But  when  the  motion 
stated  that  the  member  was  getting  leave  of 
absence  on  the  ground  of  ill-health,  so  that 
he  could  be  paid  bis  honorarium,  they  con- 
tended—and rightly  he  thought— that  that  was 
an  improper  use  of  the  forms  of  the  House. 
But,  in  regard  to  the  present  motion,  there 
was  no  attempt  to  get  leave  of  absence  to  pre- 
vent a  member  being  fined  for  his  absence. 
Last  year  he  had  opposed  leave  of  absence  to 
this  member  in  the  middle  of  the   session, 
and  he  would  oppose  it  again  if  anything  like 
last  year's  affair  was  to  be  repeated;   but  he 
took  exception  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  not  because  the 
honourable  member  was  opposing  the  motion, 
but  because  he  was  making  a  serious  charge 
against  a  member  of  the  House  without  giving 
them  a  tittle  of  proof;   and  if  the  member 
could  have  proved  it,  then  it  was  his  duty  not 
to  allow  the  Premier  to  be  misled.  The  honour- 
able member  should  have  proved  it  to  the  Pre- 
mier outside  the  House  itself,  and  not  have 
allowed  him  to  be  misled,  and  then  they  would 
have  been  able  to  get  at  the  truth  of  the  mat- 
ter.   But  it  was  an  unfair  thing  to  make  a 
charge  against  a  man  like  that  in  his  absence, 
and  not  give  them  some  grounds  to  go  upon 
so  that,  at  least,  they  could  say  whether  it  was 
advisable  or  not  to  vote  in  the  direction  indi- 
cated. 

Mr.  MORBISON.— What  about  the  remarks 
of  the  member  for  Christchurch  ? 

Mr.  PIBANI  said  it  was  just  as  improper 
for  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  to 
make  such  reflections  as  it  was  for  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  or  the 
member  for  Caversham.  He  made  no  excep- 
tion. It  was  an  unfortunate  thing  that  state- 
ments of  that  sort  were  made,  and  made  with- 
out proof.  So  far  as  the  present  leave  of  absence 
was  concerned,  he  would  vote  with  the  Premier 
in  supporting  leave  of  absence ;  but  he  thought 
the  House  ought  certainly,  if  it  did  not  get 
some  greater  satisfaction  than  it  had  had  in 
the  past,  to  institute  some  inquiry. 

Mr.  McNAB  (Mataura)  said  the  honourable 
member  who  had  just  sat  down  bad  taken  up 
rather  a  peculiar  attitude.  The  honourable 
member  said  he  had  made  reference  to  the 
honourable  member's  action  in  connection 
with  a  similar  action  on  a  former  occasion. 
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He  neTer  referred  to  the  hononrable  member's 
action  in  the  slightest ;  and  not  only  diat,  but 
be  believed  the  honourable  gentleman  when  he 
made  that  statement  was  aware — he  would  ac- 
cept the  honourable  gentleman's  statement  if 
he  was  not — that  he  (Mr.  MoNab)  was  not 
referring  to  the  occasion  of  the  motion  for 
granting  leave  of  absence  to  the  late  member 
for  Wallace. 

Mr.  PIRAKI. — I  asked  you  privately,  and 
you  said  so. 

Mr.  McNAB  said  the  statement  which  the 
honourable  member  had  just  made,  that  he 
asked  him  privately  and  he  said  so,  had  no 
foundation  in  fact.  He  had  never  been  asked, 
and  had  never  stated  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  ho  referred  to  the  late  honourable 
member  for  Wallace.  He  had  in  his  hand 
the  volume  of  Hansard  which  he  quoted 
from,  and  he  had  stated  when  he  eat  down, 
in  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Gbristchurch  City  —  who  was 
sitting  there  now,  and  who  mdicated  by 
motion  of  his  head  that  he  was  aware  of  it-- 
that  it  was  the  late  Right  Hon.  Sir  George 
Grey.  And  the  volume  which  he  held  in  his 
hand,  open  at  the  place  where  it  was  when 
he  made  the  statement  to  the  House,  was 
Yoloroe  87,  psge  16,  the  21st  Jane,  when  the 
present  Premier  moved  for  leave  of  absence  to 
be  granted  to  the  late  Sir  George  Grey.  And 
what  he  pointed  to  was  the  action  of  those 
whom  he  indicated  by  a  motion  of  his  band  to 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  when,  under  the 
leadership  of  Captain  Russell,  they  brought  up 
all  sorts  of  reasons  against  leave  of  absence' 
being  granted  to  that  honourable  gentleman. 
That  was  the  case  which  he  quoted.  But 
he  had  more  to  complain  of  than  that.  The 
honourable  member  for  Palmerston,  sitting  in 
the  seat  where  he  sat  at  that  present  time, 
with  the  volume  of  the  Journals  of  the  House 
before  him,  stated,  not  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
previously,  that  he  (Mr.  MoNab)  had  opposed 
the  motion  in  the  House  to  grant  leave  of 
absence  to  the  late  honourable  member  for 
Wallace. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— No. 

Mr.  McNAB  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
stated  that  he  had  opposed  it.  He  (Mr. 
McNab)  stated  that  he  had  not  opposed  it, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  passed  over 
the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
to  show  him  that  bis  (Mr.  MoNab*s)  name 
was  down  with  the  "Noes'*  as  having  voted 
against  it.  He  showed  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man when  he  passed  over  the  Journals  that 
he  was  referring  to  the  amendment,  and  that 
amendment  assigned  a  certain  reason.  He 
objected  to  that  reason,  and  he  showed  tbe 
honourable  gentleman  that  immediately  after, 
in  the  next  division,  his  (Mr.  McNab's)  name 
appeared  at  the  top  of  tbe  third  column  of  the 
'*  Ayes  "  division-list  as  having  voted  for  the 
leave  of  absence ;  and  then,  for  the  first  time, 
they  heard  the  hononrable  member  drawing 
a  oistiction  between  the  reason  assigned  and 
the  motion  itself.  The  honourable  member 
practically  abandoned  tbe  contention  he  was 
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making  when  he  was  sitting  in  his  seat,  fad 
he  (Mr.  McNab)  was  occupying  the  place 
where  he  was  at  present  standing.  In  re- 
gard to  the  statement  that  he  told  the  hcmour- 
able  member  he  referred  to  the  late  mem« 
her  for  Wallace,  the  honourable  gentleman 
must  have  had  the  statement  made  to  hira 
by  some  other  person,  and  concluded  that  ho 
(Mr.  MoNab)  had  made  it.  He  believed  the 
member  for  Motueka  remembered  the  honoar- 
able  gentleman  stating  that  he  (Mr.  McNab) 
had  opposed  it.  The  statement  that  he  refomd 
to  the  member  for  Wallace  was  «itirely  a  mis- 
apprehension on  the  part  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston.  He  never  made  any 
reference  to  him  in  the  particular  oaae  whiob 
was  brought  up.  Here  was  a  case  of  an  honour- 
able member  who  during  this  session  and  during 
last  session  had  only  been  present  at  one  sit- 
ting of  the  House,  and  now  he  sooght  to 
have  leave  of  absence  granted  to  him ;  but  the 
other  was  a  case  where  an  honourable  member 
bad  to  get  leave  of  absence  for  good  and  suffi- 
cient reasons,  although  there  was  a  difference 
of  opinion  amongst  honourable  members  as  to 
what  reason  should  be  assigned  for  granting 
leave  of  absence. 

Mr.  PIRANI  (Palmerston)  wished  to  make  a 
personal  explanation.  He  had  handed  over  to 
the  honourable  member — as  the  honourable 
member  for  Motueka  would  bear  him  out — a 
copy  of  the  Journals  of  the  House  containiD^ 
the  division  with  reference  to  the  member  he 
mentioned.  The  member  for  Mataura  looked 
at  it,  and  agreed  with  him  that  he  had  votei  as- 
he  (Mr.  Pirani)  had  stated,  on  the  amendmentb 
He  then  pointed  out  that  he  had  voted  the 
other  way  on  the  original  motion,  without 
making  the  explanation  he  (the  honoorable 
member  for  Mataura)  now  made,  that  he  ha§ 
referred  to  Sir  George  Grey.  He  (Mr.  Pirani^ 
naturally  concluded  that,  as  the  honourable 
member  did  not  disclaim  the  division-list  and 
the  reference  made  to  it,  he  agreed  with  him  as 
to  the  reference  he  had  made. 

An  Hon.  Mevbkb. — That  is  where  he  had 
you. 

Mr.  PIRANI  said  he  had  forgotten  he  was 
dealing  with  a  lawyer.  He  had  stated — and 
the  honourable  member  for  Mataura  must  be' 
very  obtuse  if  he  did  not  hear  it — that,  on  the 
amendment  to  strike  out  the  reason  for  leave 
of  absence,  the  member  for  Mataura  voted 
with  him  (Mr.  Pirani),  and  he  stated  also  that, 
on  the  original  motion  which  inmiediately  fol- 
lowed, the  ns ember  for  Mataura  voted  for  the 
leavo  of  absence.  Bat  one  could  not  drive  any- 
thing into  an  honourable  member  who  displayed 
such  obtuseness  of  mind. 

Mr.  McNAB  (Mataura)  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  correct  in  saying  he  had  handed 
the  Jonmals  over  to  him  (Mr.  McNab)  to  show 
that  he  had  voted  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  indicated.  But  he  (Mr.  McNab)  had  pointed 
out  to  him  that  what  it  was  referring  to  was 
the  amendment,  and  he  showed  that  when  tibe 
motion  itself  came  up  for  discussion  he  had 
voted  for  the  motion;  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Bllesmere,  who  was  sitting,  in  hia 
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plftoe  at  the  preaenk  time,  had  heard  him  say 
that  he  was  referriog  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir 
Qeorge  Grey,  and  had  also  heard  the  honoor- 
abla  memher  fer  Palmerston  say  that  he  (Mr. 
MeNab)  had  voted  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  (Qeraldine)  was  sorry  the 
debate  had  taken  saoh  a  turn.  It  seemed  to 
have  drifted  into  personal  abase  and  personal 
justification;  and  he  thought  that  was  not 
expected  when  the  motion  was  moved.  He 
was  rather  disappointed  that  the  mover  of  the 
motion  for  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Hone  Heke 
had  not  given  a  more  laoid  explanation  of  the 
cause  of  his  absence,  or  some  definite  reason 
why  he  had  been  absent  from  the  House  so 
long,  not  only  this  year,  but  last  year.  It  had 
been  stated — he  did  not  know  whether  there 
was  any  truth  in  the  statement  or  not— that 
Mr.  Heke  had  paid  fines  to  the  amount  of 
£120  in  consequence  of  his  absence. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— £90  last  year. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.-— Whatever  the  amount  was 
he  contended  that,  if  Mr.  Heke  had  been  doing 
good  service  for  the  country  and  for  his  fellow- 
beings,  as  had  been  stated  in  the  House,  that 
amount,  or  any  other  amount,  had  no  right  to 
be  deducted  from  his  honorarium,  and  that  an 
injustice  had  been  done  to  him  by  that  deduc- 
tion being  made.  He  thought  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  who  had  some 
knowledge  of  the  district  which  Mr.  Heke  re- 
presented, had  done  his  duty  in  bringing  the 
matter  forward,  so  that  honourable  members 
might  be  able  to  thoroughly  discuss  the  sub- 
ject. He  (Mr.  Flatman)  should  vote  for  leave 
of  absence  being  granted  for  one  week,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  week,  co  as  to  make  sure  of 
Mr.  Heke  not  missing  any  steamers,  he  should 
be  in  favour  of  sending  up  the  Government 
steamer  wi^  instructions  to  wait  for  him 
until  he  could  get  on  board.  It  would  be  doing 
(be  country  a  good  service  if  the  Government 
■ent  one  of  the  steamers  on  such  a  trip,  and 
would  be  no  waste  of  public  money.  He  did 
not  think  the  honourable  member  for  Pal- 
merston had  done  the  honourable  member  for 
Matanra  justice  in  assuming  that  he  alluded  to 
the  late  member  for  Wallace  (Mr.  Mackintosh) 
when  he  made  the  remarks  referred  to  in  his 
speech.  The  honourable  member  had  no  right 
to  assume  anything,  as  no  names  were  men- 
tioned ;  and  it  was  a  pity  that  names  should 
have  been  mentioned  now.  He  trusted  this  dis- 
oussion  would  speedily  end,  and  that  the  House 
would  take  a  division  if  necessary.  He  him- 
self intended  to  vote  for  leave  of  absence  being 
granted,  on  the  understandiog  that  no  farther 
leave  should  be  granted  under  any  pretence 
whatever. 

Mr.  R.  McKENZIE  (Motueka)  said,  as  his 
name  had  been  brought  into  the  disoassion,  he 
wished  to  make  a  few  remarks  by  way  of  per- 
sonal explanation.  Most  honourable  members 
would  remember  tbat  the  late  member  for 
Wallace  had  a  doctor's  certificate  to  show  that 
be  was  ill.  He  thoojght  he  recollected  the  cir- 
orumstances  pretty  clearly.  On  that  occasion 
the  honourable  member  for  Ghristohurch  City 


(Mr.  Smith)  thought  he  should  not  be  allowed 
leave  of  absence,  and  a  doctor's  certificate  was 
produced.  So  far  as  his  recollection  went,  the 
member  for  Mataura  voted  against  the  leave 
of  absence  being  granted,  and  he  considered  at 
the  time  it  was  an  error  of  judgment  on  that 
honourable  gentleman's  part,  as  the  late  mem- 
ber for  Wallace  represented  an  adjoining  dis- 
trict ;  in  fact,  he  believed  he  said  as  much  to 
the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  time.  So 
far  as  his  recollection  went,  he  believed  the 
honourable  member  for  Palmerston  was  per^ 
fectly  correct  in  what  he  had  stated. 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin)  said  this  debate 
had  assumed  dimensions  such  as  he  had  little 
expected  when  he  moved  his  motion.  Though 
a  great  number  of  honourable  members  had 
spoken,  and  a  great  deal  bad  been  said  on 
tne  subject,  there  was  very  little  to  which  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  reply.  Although  he 
had  anticipated  that  the  motion  wduld  be  criti- 
cized, had  it  not  been  for  the  attitude  of  the 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  and  the  dis- 
cordant note  which  came  from  the  honourable 
member,  he  did  not  think  any  serious  objection 
would  have  been  taken  to  the  motion  now 
before  the  House.  That  honourable  member 
stated  that  Hr.  Hone  Heke  was  absent  in  the 
north,  as  he  said,  "  fostering  disputes  amongst 
the  Natives."  But  be  produced  no  proofs  in 
support  of  that  assertion,  and  he  (Mr.  Massey) 
thought  it  was  somewhat  ungenerous  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islanda 
to  take  up  the  attitude  he  did.  It  would 
have  been  in  much  better  form  for  the  honour- 
able member  to  have  agreed  to  the  leave 
of  absence,  and  then,  if  he  wished,  be  could 
have  brought  the  matter  up  when  the  honour- 
able member  (Mr.  Heke)  was  present.  To  put 
it  in  the  mildest  possible  way,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  an  honourable  member  should  not  take 
advantage  of  his  position  in  the  House  to 
attack  one  who  was  absent.  Some  honourable 
members  who  had  attacked  Mr.  Heke  seemed 
to  have  very  short  memories.  Only  last  year 
the  name  of  Mr.  Heke  was  thought  worthy  of 
mention  in  the  Governor's  Speech  on  account 
of  the  action  taken  by  him  in  bringing  about  a 
settlement  of  the  dispute  at  Hokianga ;  and,  as 
was  well  known,  it  was  stated  in  the  Speech 
of  the  Governor  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  in- 
tervention of  Mr.  Heke  serious  bloodshed  and 
loss  of  life  might  have  taken  place.  Then,  he 
came  to  the  speech  of  the  honourable  mem-' 
her  for  Ghristohurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor).  That 
honourable  member  told  the  House  that  the, 
cause  of  Mr.  Heke's  absence  was  private  busi- 
ness. Probably  the  honourable  member  for' 
Ghristohurch  Gity  knew  a  great  deal  more 
about  the  subject  than  ho  (Mr.  Massey)  did. 
But  what  did  Mr.  Heke  himself  say  in  his  tele- 
gram ?  He  s%id  that  the  cause  of  absence  was . 
not  in  regard  to  private  matters  concerning . 
himself,  but  wholly  and  solely  connected  with 
.Q  the  public  welfare.  Now,  there  was! 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Heke  himself, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  statement  of  the 
member  for  Ghristohurch  Gity ;  and  he  left , 
honourable  members  to  judge  which  was  cor- 
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lecfc.  And  then,  he  waa  more  than  sacprised  to 
hear  the  expression  of  opinion  from  the  Chair- 
man of  (Committees  that  it  was  Impossihle  for 
Mr.  Heke  to  be  engaged  on  important  publio 
bnsiness  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Why,  if  such  a  statement  oame  from 
the  youngest  member  in  the  House  he  would 
still  be  surprised  to  hear  it.  Every  member 
knew  he  might  be  engaged  on  the  business  of  his 
constituents— and  surely  that  was  publio  busi- 
ness—without the  Government  knowing  any- 
thing about  it.  Then,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man went  on  to  find  fault  with  the  wording  of 
the  motion,  and  said  it  should  be  *'  private  busi- 
ness "  instead  of  "  public  business."  His  reply 
to  that  was  that  he  had  followed  the  wording 
of  Mr.  Heke's  telegram.  He  did  not  think  i( 
was  necessary  to  go  further.  The  matter  was 
mostly  between  Mr.  Heke  and  his  constituents, 
and  his  constituents  would  soon  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  their  approval  or  other- 
wise of  their  representative.  He  thought  leave 
of  absence  should  be  granted. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christcburch  City)  said  the 
honourable  member  for  Franklin  referred  to 
some  remark  in  the  Governor's  Speech  of  last 
session,  in  which  some  credit  was  given  to  Mr. 
Heke  in  connection  with  the  settlement  of 
Native  disturbances  that  occurred  in  the  north. 
Why,  surely  the  honourable  member  for  Frank- 
lin must  know  by  this  time  that  the  contents  of 
the  Governor's  Speech  were  almost  like  one  of 
tJnde  Bemus*s  stories,  inasmuch  as  the  animals 
referred  to  in  those  stories  did  exist,  but  the 
superstructure  existed  only  in  the  imagination. 
He  referred  to  the  great  services  rendered  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Gittos.  The  Auckland  papers 
challenged  the  correctness  of  the  claim  made  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  Heke.  The  bulk  of  the  credit  for 
the  settlement  of  the  disturbances  in  Mr.  Heke's 
district  was  given  voluntarily  by  the  newspaper 
Press  nearest  to  the  scene  of  the  disturbance  to 
the  Wesleyan  Maori  missionary,  Mr.  Gittos  — 
the  man  who  deserved  it,  and  a  man  who  stood 
very  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  Europeans 
and  Natives,  and  whose  Influence  amongst  the 
Natives  in  the  Northern  Maori  District  was 
more  for  good  than  Mr.  Heke*s  ever  would  be, 
unless  the  latter  honourable  gentleman  changed 
his  manner  of  living.  Now,  there  was  one 
other  point.  He  was  astonished  to  see  how 
the  old  game  of  party  politics  was  being  played 
there  to-day.  If  the  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District  had  been  a  Government  sup- 
porter there  would  have  been  a  whole  chorus 
of  speeches  from  the  other  side  of  the  House 
expressing  righteous  indignation  at  such  a 
motion.  Every  member  of  the  Opposition 
would  have  stood  up  and  flayed  those  on  this 
aide  of  the  House  because  they  were  allow- 
ing and  condoning  the  absence  of  the  mem- 
ber for  the  Northern  Maori  District.  The  fact 
was  that  they  had  had  a  very  pretty  illus- 
tration to* day  of  the  fact  that  if  the  Opposi- 
tion were  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and 
in  possession  of  the  Treasury  benches,  those 
who  wanted  decent  government  and  straight 
ways  would  have  to  fight  almost  as  vigor- 
ously as  they  had  now  to  fight  the  Govern- 

Mr,  Massey 


ment  side.  There  had  been  Almost  a 
plete  silence  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  it  was  the  same 
with  Bushy  Park.  It  was  going  to  be  eriti- 
cized  until  a  member  of  the  Opposition  was 
found  to  be  mixed  up  in  the  transaction,  and 
tlien  there  was  a  dead  silence,  practically,  in  ce- 
gard  to  Bushy  Park  from  that  side  of  the  House. 
Now,  those  were  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  he  put 
them  on  record,  so  that  the  public  could  under- 
stand that  the  indignation  expressed  so  freely 
was  practically  professional  indignation  coming 
from  a  party  which  wanted  Conservative  go- 
vernment more  than  anything  else. 

Mr.  MONK  (Waitemata)  said  the  honour- 
able member  for  Motueka  had  tried  to  draw  a 
red-herring  across  the  scent  that  afternoon  by 
claiming  that  the  honourable  member  for  this 
Bay  of  Islands  had  joined  the  Opposition  bj 
expressing  himself  in  opposition  to  the  motion 
moved  by  the  honourable  member  for  Franklin, 
as  a  preliminary  to  his  becoming  a  member  of 
this  side.  Now,  the  honourable  member  for 
Christcburch  City  did  not  recognise  that  the 
motion  asking  for  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Heke  was  seconded  by  the  Premier,  and  was 
not  a  party  question.  The  Premier  seeonded 
the  motion,  he  supposed,  in  a  spirit  of  leaieiioy 
and  consideration,  inasmuch  as  any  one  ni^it 
desire  consideration  at  some  future  lime  for 
himself,  although  he  disapproved  of  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Northern  Maori  member.  If 
he  wanted  any  instances  of  inconsistency  he 
would  go  to  the  honourable  member  for  CluiBt- 
church  City  himself,  and  he  was  sorry  indeed 
that  that  honourable  gentleman  should  have 
felt  dispoced  to  hector  the  Opposition  as  he  had 
done,  because  in  many  instanoes  he  was  in 
sympathy  with  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
his  aspirations.  But  he  thought  he  should  be 
very  careful  not  to  furnish  insUmoes  of  his  own 
inconsistency.  He  remembered  last  sesstoa 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Christdhnrcli 
City  supported  the  Master  and  Apprentice  BSll, 
which  he  (Mr.  Monk)  admitted  to  be  a  Tecy 
cruel  and  oppressive  measure. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  wandering  away  from  the  qnestion 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  MONK  said  he  was  just  going  to  show, 
with  Mr.  Speaker's  permission,  that  it  was 
rather  uncalled-for  to  have  had  such  a  severe 
lecture  as  they  had  had  a  little  while  a^  from 
the  member  for  Christcburch  City,  and  he  only 
wanted  to  furnish  an  instance  of  inoonsisteney 
on  the  honourable  gentleman's  own  part.  Not 
long  after  this  the  Burnham  Industrial  School 
came  under  consideration.  The  Government 
had  very  properly  been  sending  ohildren  from 
that  industrial  school  out  into  the  ooantiy, 
and  the  honourable  member  for  ChristehurA 
City  rose  in  his  seat  and  said  they  had  been 
consigned  to  white  slavery,  and  that  the  coun- 
try had  possibly  lost  the  material  trom  which 
the  geniuses  and  the  artists  of  New  Zealand— 
the  Reynold ses — might  be  educed.  He  thought 
he  need  not  go  further  to  furnish  a  parttoulat 
instance  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  inoon- 
sistency. 
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Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christohuroh  Gity)  said,  as  a 
xnattei  of  personal  explanation,  he  remembered 
the  discussion  on  the  Bumham  Industrial 
School  last  session  very  well.  He  did  not  use 
the  name  of  Reynolds  at  all,  nor  of  any  other 
artist.  He  did  say  this  :  that  when  the  boys 
drifted  away  from  the  Burnham  School  on 
to  the  farms  they  were  very  frequently  con- 
verted by  the  farmers  into  white  slaves,  and 
thikt  was  an  actual  fact. 

Mr.  CARSON  ( Wanganui)  said  he  hadgreatad- 
miration  for  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
chtuoh  City  (Mr.  Taylor),  but  he  felt  a  little 
pained  when  that  honourable  gentleman  told 
the  House  that  he  was  the  only  righteous  man 
in  it.  That  was  practically  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  meant — that  the  Government 
were  bad,  and  the  Opposition  worse,  and  that 
there  were  no  honest  men,  no  true  men  in  the 
House,  except  the  honourable  member  himself 
and  one  or  two  with  whom  he  was  associated. 
How,  he  had  been  very  much  ooncerned  that 
afternoon  as  to  how  he  should  vote  on  the 
question  before  the  House.  He  had  had  a 
feeling,  rightly  or  wrongly — because  they  had 
no  reliable  informafcion  before  them,  only  pri- 
vate information — as  to  whether  this  business 
of  granting  leave  of  absence  to  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District  was 
not  becoming  a  scandal.  But  he  had  noticed 
particularly  what  the  Premier  said — that  the 
House  framed  its  own  regulations,  and  that 
there  was  a  monetary  penalty  attached  to 
absence.  Still,  the  House  required  to  be 
consulted  as  to  whether  leave  should  be 
allowed,  and  this  was  always  granted.  They 
were  in  this  position:  that  they  had  granted 
a  member  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
two  months'  leave  of  absence  to  attend  to  his 
own  private  business— nothing  connected  with 
the  interests  of  the  country  or  of  the  House. 
Kow,  if  that  was  a  fair  and  legitimate  thing  in 
the  case  in  question,  it  was  not  an  unfair  and 
improper  thing  to  do  in  the  case  of  the  member 
for  the  Northern  Maori  District.  He  was 
rather  inclined,  under  the  circumstances,  to 
vote  lor  the  motion.  He  had  not  had  the 
pleasure  of  listeniog  to  the  speech  of  the  mem- 
ber for  the  Bay  of  Islands;  but  he  could 
imagine  what  he  had  said — he  had  said  the 
same  thing  last  year :  but  the  House  was  set 
right  when  the  Premier  spoke,  because  he  had 
given  them  another  view  of  the  matter,  and 
assured  them  that  bloodshed  had  been  pre- 
vented by  the  presence  of  the  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  Electoral  District  in  the  Bay 
of  Islands  County  while  the  House  was  sitting 
last  year. 

Hon.  MxMBEBS. — No. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  then  they  were  in  a  diffi- 
dilty  as  between  the  Premier  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands :  which  was 
to  be  believed  ?  However,  they  had  accepted 
the  Premier's  statement  last  year,  and  he  had 
reiterated  it  that  afternoon  and  said  the  pre- 
sence of  the  honourable  member  in  that  district 
v^as  for  the  good  of  the  colony.  He  was,  how- 
ever, net  BO  much  concerned  about  that.  The 
question  was  whether,  at  his  own  request,  the 


honourable  member  was  tb  be  allowed  another 
week's  leave  of  absence.  He  was  inclined  to 
vote  for  the  motion,  but,  after  that,  he  would 
vote  against  any  further  leave  whatever  being 
given  to  the  honourable  gentleman.  They 
could  not  import  into  the  debate  what  they 
heard  in  the  lobbies  and  in  private  rooms.  If 
they  could  believe  all  they  heard  in  conversa- 
tion he  might  vote  against  the  motion  now; 
but  it  behoved  them  to  be  careful,  and  to  have 
some  definite  assurance  as  to  whether  these 
things  were  true  or  not.  The  worst  thing  he 
had  heard — he  did  not  know  what  his  col- 
leagues had  heard — but  the  worst  thing  he  had 
heard  against  the  honourable,  member  was  that 
he  was  afraid  to  come  to  Wellington.  Giving 
him  this  leave  of  absence  would  put  that  to  the 
test.  If  he  was  not  afraid  to  come  he  would  be 
here  at  the  end  of  his  leave,  and  be  able  to 
answer  for  himself  in  regard  to  the  charges 
that  had  been  made.  He  merely  rose  to  speak 
because  he  did  not  wish  to  give  a  silent  vote, 
nor  to  have  it  said  that  he  was  afraid  to  give  a 
reason  for  his  vote. 

Mr.  TANNER  (Avon)  said  he  thanked  the 
last  speaker  for  bringing  the  discussion  back 
to  the  real  point  at  issue.  So  far  as  he  was 
interested  in  the  question,  it  assumed  this 
aspect:  whether  the  growing  practice  which 
had  been  followed  a  number  of  times  since  he 
had  been  in  the  House  was  to  be  again  repeated, 
of  allowing  a  member  who  had  been  elected  by 
a  constituency  to  represent  them  in  that  House 
— not  elsewhere — during  the  session  to  absent 
himself  from  his  duties  without  adequate  ex- 
planation .  To  himself  it  mattered  little  whether 
the  honourable  member  in  question  was  there 
or  not,  but  it  appeared  to  him  they  were  drift- 
ing into  a  practice  which  could  scarcely  be 
defended,  and  which  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying  he  did  not  approve  of.  Statements 
were  freely  made  inside  and  outside  the  House 
that  the  honourable  member  was  engaged  in 

Sublio  business,  but'  that  had  been  iLbsolutely 
enied  by  the  Premier.  There  was  no  allega- 
tion of  ill-health,  which  would  put  a  different 
complexion  on  the  request.  An  allegation  to 
that  effect  had  been  made  last  session  under 
similar  circumstances,  but  had  been  disproved 
on  the  appearance  of  the  honourable  member 
at  the  end  of  the  session.  He  thought  the 
House  was  following  a  bad  precedent,  and  was 
e8tfU>lishing  a  practice  for  the  future  which 
might  in  the  end  lead  to  unfortunate  results — 
in  continually  sanctioning  from  time  to  time 
the  absence  of  members  who,  for  some  reason 
or  other.  Goodness  knew  what,  preferred  to 
absent  themselves.  If  the  honourable  member 
in  question  had  been  at  all  anxious  to  be  present 
during  the  session,  he  had  the  example  of  the 
member  for  Selwyn  (Mr.  Wason)  in  travelling 
from  Adelaide  a  few  days  ago  to  take  his  seatt 
which  formed  a  striking  contrast  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  honourable  member  under  discus- 
sion. The  greater  part  of  the  previous  session 
had  elapsed  without  the  appearance  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  he  was  inclined  to 
think,  if  further  leave  were  granted,  they  would 
see  very  little  of  the  honourable  gentleman  this 
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Ife  wfta  not  to  be  supposed  that  his 

constituents  would  be  satisfied  with  conduct 
of  that  kind,  although  it  was  not  his  (the 
speaker's)  business  to  oritiolse  the  regard  in 
which  the  constituents  of  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District  might 
hold  him. 

Amendment  negatiyed. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  motion  be  agreed  to." 


Allen,  £.  G. 

Allen,  J. 

Bollard 

Brown 

Buchanan 

Gadman 

Carson 

Growther 

Duncan 

Duthie 

Fisher 

Flatman 

Fraser 

Graham 

Guinness 


Gaincross 
Field 
Gilfedder 
Kelly 


Ayes,  44. 

Hall-Jones 

Hogg 

Holland 

Joyce 

Lang 

Lawry 

Lethbridge 

Lewis 

McGowan 

Mackenzie,  M. 

MoKensie,  B. 

McLean 

Mills 

Montgomery 

Moore 

10. 


Morrison 
O'Began 
PacaU 
Bawlins 
Bolleston 
Seddon 
Sligo 
Steward 
Thompson,  B. 
Thomson,  J.  W. 
Wason 
Wright. 
Tellers, 

Pirani. 


Nobs, 

McNab 
Smith 
Tanner 
Taylor. 

Majority  for,  84. 


TeUers. 
Houston 
Meredith. 


Motion  agreed  to. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  (Biocarton)  said,  before 
pioceediDg  to  the  business,  he  would  like  to 
ask  the  Premier,  as  it  was  a  matter  of  consider- 
able impprtaoce  to  the  House  and  also  to  the 
country,  when  they  might  expeot  the  Financial 
Statement  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  that,  taking 
advantage  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  his 
lieutenant  had  put  this  question. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  he  did  not  know  why 
that  should  be  said  at  all. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB  said  the  honourable  member, 
Mr.  Bolleston,  should  bo  referred  to  by  the 
constituency  he  represented. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  should  so  refer  to  him. 
He  did  not  recognise  that  the  member  for  Bio- 
carton was  in  any  superior  position  to  any 
other  member  of  the  House.  He  recognised 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  but  he  recognised 
no  one  else  with  regard  to  the  business  of  the 
House.  He  was  not  taken  by  surprise  that 
this  question  should  be  put,  because,  if  he 
were,  he  would  be  surprised  every  afternoon 
the  honourable  member  for  Biccarton  got  an 
opportunity  of  putting  it.  He  could  not  say 
when  the  Financial  Statement  would  be  down, 
but  might  tell  the  members  of  the  House  that 
he  was  at  present  working  sixteen  hours  a  day ; 
that  the  estimates  were  all  complete;  that 
every  single  item  had  been  gone  through  by 
himself  and  his  colleagues,  and  when  they  had 
flniJIy  decided  upon  their  financial  policy  the 

Mr.  Tanner 


estimates  wonld  be  brought  down.  He  antici- 
pated being  able  to  bring  them  down  the  fol- 
lowing week. 

VOLUNTEEB  AND  MILITIA  OFFICERS' 
PABLIAMENTARY  PBIVILEGES  BILL. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  moved  that  this 
Bill  be  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  SMITH  (Ghristohuroh  City)  said  par- 
haps  it  would  be  well  if  the  Premier  would  give 
them  some  indication  of  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill.  He  understood  it  dealt  with  the  disquali- 
fication in  oonneotion  with  a  recent  appoint- 
ment to  another  place.  So  far  as  (bat  appoint- 
ment was  concerned,  he  wished  to  say  he 
oonsidered  it  a  very  good  one ;  but  if  the  pzt>- 
visions  of  the  Disqualifioation  Aot  were  to  be 
affected  by  this  Bill,  he  thought  the  Premier 
would  do  well  to  acquaint  the  House  with 
that  fact,  and  also  to  consider  whether  it 
would  be  worth  while  going  on  with  it.  It 
would  not  take  very  long  before  the  disquali- 
fication would  be  removed  by  the  course  <d 
time,  and  the  appointment  might  then  be 
made  and  the  gentleman  take  hia  seat.  He 
would  like  to  know  whether  the  Bill  propoaed 
to  deal  with  the  disqualification  of  the  gentle- 
man referred  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vemment  had  been  called  to  the  fact  that  naval 
and  military  officers — officers  in  the  Volunteers 
and  Militia,  who  received  nominal  aalariee  and 
who  had  very  onerous  duties  to  perform  in  the 
service  of  the  country  and  for  the  defence  of 
the  colony — were  placed  under  disabilities.  It 
would  appear,  after  investigation,  that  whilst 
the  law  as  it  stood  would  not  permit  of  their 
appointment  to  another  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and,  whilst  they  could  resign  one  day  and 
stand  the  next  for  the  House  of  Bepreeenta- 
tives,  if  they  sat  after  appointment  to  another 
place  it  was  a  question  as  to  whether  o(r  not 
penalties  oould  be  enforced.  That  was  the  posi- 
tion, and  they  had  decided  to  bring  in  a  BUI 

4  30  ^^'^^  would  remove  the  disqoalifiea- 
tion ;  but  this  was  a  measure  general 
in  its  application,  and  under  it  Yolunteier  and 
Militia  officers  would  then,  if  called  to  the 
Council,  be  able  to  sit  without  being  liable  to 
penalties. 

An  Hon.  Mbubbb. — Not  retrospective. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said.  No ;  it  was  not  retro- 
spective, and  under  it  the  disabilities  affecting 
officers  of  the  Militia  and  Volunteers  would  be 
removed,  and  they  would  be  eligible  to  be  called 
to  the  Upper  House  and  take  their  seat.  He 
bad  consulted  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  on 
the  subject,  and  he  was  gl^  to  have  the  assur- 
ance that  members  on  that  side  of  the  House, 
as  long  as  it  was  a  general  meastire,  would 
have  no  objection  to  make  to  it,  and,  under 
the  circumstances,  he  thought  the  Bill  wonld 
be  very  well  received. 

Bill  read  a  first  time. 

OTAUTAU    POSTAL    AND     TELEGBAPH 

FACILITIES. 
Mr.  GILFEDDEB  (WaUaee)  asked  the  Post- 
master- Genera],  If   the  Government  will  this 
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[on  make  proviflion  for  inoreadiig  the 
pootal  and  telegraph  facilities  at  Otautau  ?  He 
might  point  out  that  he  brought  this  matter 
before  the  House  last  session,  and  the  Minister 
tben  pxomised  that  he  would  confer  with  his 
oolleaf[ue,  the  Minister  for  Railways,  to  see  if 
Msything  could  be  done.  Since  that  time  the 
population  at  Otautau  had  considerably  in- 
oieaaed.  He  had  placed  the  data  as  to  the 
postal  work  there  before  the  department.  The 
offices  of  the  County  Council  were  now  located 
there,  and  there  was  a  suitable  site— a  public 
xaeewe — for  a  post-  and  telegraph-office. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Postmaster-General)  said  the 
postal  and  telegraph  work  at  Otautau  had  been 
done  at  the  railway-station.  There  was  no 
donbt  the  business  of  the  office  had  now  out- 
grown the  accommodation  provided.  The  mat- 
ter had  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Bailway  Department,  with  the  view  of  suitable 
additional  space  being  provided. 

liAKE  ELLESMERE  FLOUNDER. 
FISHERY. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  (Ashburton)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter  of  Marine,  Whether  Sir  James  Hector  has 
yet  completed  his  report  as  to  the  best  means 
of  oonserving  the  flounder- fishery  in  Lake  EUes- 
mere  ?  Sir  James  Hector  reported  on  the  Lake 
Sllesmere  fisheiy  about  four  years  ago,  and  he 
indicated  then  that  it  was  not  a  final  report — 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  further 
observations.  He  was  afraid  nothing  had  been 
done  since  that  time.  In  his  preliminary  report 
Sir  James  Hector  said  he  thought  that  some 
aotion  was  necessary  to  preserve  this  fishery. 
He  also  stated  that  Lake  EUesmere  was  a 
▼ery  valuable  property,  and  was  capable,  under 
proper  management,  of  giving  employment  to 
a  large  population.  In  connection  with  this, 
be  (Mr.  Wright)  might  say  that  twenty-five 
years  ago  Cbristchurch  had  an  excellent  sup- 
ply of  flounders  from  Lake  EUesmere.  Now 
that  was  practically  a  thing  of  the  past.  So, 
in  connection  with  the  Wellington  supply,  now 
obtained  from  Hawke's  Bay,  unless  some  mea- 
Bores  of  protection  and  proper  supervision  were 
skdopted,  that  fishing>ground  would  speedily 
follow  the  fate  of  the  Lake  EUesmere  fishery. 
He  hoped  the  Minister  would  consent  to  the 
publication  of  Sir  James  Hector's  report  of 
1895.  He  thought  that  report  was  of  sufficient 
interest  to  publish  for  general  information,  and 
would  throw  some  light  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  (Minister  of  Marine)  said 
no  further  report  had  been  received  from  Sir 
James  Hector  since  his  report  of  1895.  He 
was  asked  to  furnish  further  information,  but 
he  informed  the  department  that  he  had  visited 
EUesmere  again,  and  on  the  second  occasion 
there  was  no  catching  of  flounders  going  on ; 
but  he  says, — 

*'  I  have  just  received  the  latest  works  on  the 
subject,  and  find  that  much  change  of  opinion 
has  taken  place  regarding  the  mode  of  propa- 
gating flat-fish,  and  I  will  send  you  a  memo- 
randum on  the  subject  at  an  early  date." 

He  would  request  Sir  James  Hector  to  pay 
another  visit  to  Lake  EUesmere,  and  furnish  a 


supplementary  report.  When  that  report  waa 
received  the  two  reports  might  be  published 
together. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  thought  the  question  was  of 
sufficient  interest  to  publish  the  first  report. 

Mr.  HALL-JONES  said  he  would  consider 
the  matter. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES*  SUBSCRIBERS. 

Mr.  MoQUlRE  (Hawera)  asked  the  Govern, 
ment,  If  thev  will  aUow  subscribers  to  publio 
libraries  to  have  books  carried  by  post  and 
returned  at  a  uniform  rate  of  one  peony,  and 
by  this  means  foster  a  love  of  literature  ?  If 
this  concession  were  granted  by  the  Govern- 
ment, it  would  be  a  great  boon  to  settlers  in 
the  outlying  districts  who  subscribed  to  publio 
libraries.  In  the  first  place,  it  would  have  the 
effect  of  increasing  the  number  of  subscriben. 
He  did  not  think  there  would  be  any  loss  to  the 
revenue.  He  believed  the  postal  revenue  would 
be  increased,  because  numbers  of  persons  who 
could  not  now  subscribe  to  libraries,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  difficulty  of  getting  books,  would 
avail  themselves  of  this  privilege.  He  therefore 
trusted  that  the  Postmaster-General  would  see 
his  way  to  grant  this  concession,  which  was 
asked  for  because  he  believed  it  would  be  in  the 
interests  of  the  people,  and  would  give  thorn  an 
opportunity  of  cultivating  their  minds  by  the 
reading  of  standard  works,  and  by  this  means 
the  love  of  literature  would  be  Inculcated. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Postmaster-General)  said 
this  question  had  been  before  the  House  on 
several  occasions,  and  the  answer  had  been  in 
the  negative.  The  foUowing  was  the  reply  of 
the  department : — 

**It  has  been  held  to  be  inadvisable  to  in* 
troduce  preferential  postage  rates  such  as 
desired,  apart  from  the  additional  expense 
which  would  follow  any  such  concession.  The 
book-rate  is  Id.  per  4  oz.,  or  4d.  per  pound." 

Mr.  McGUIRE  did  not  know  whether  the 
Premier  was  aware  that  an  ordinary  book  would 
now  cost  about  6d.,  and  that  was  almost  pro- 
hibitory. He  hoped  the  Premier  would  see  hie 
way  to  remedy  this  matter,  instead  of  getting  a 
mere  answer  from  the  department,  and  grant 
the  concession. 

SLY-GROG  SELLING  IN  CLUTHA. 
Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON  (Clutha)  asked  the 
Acting  Minister  of  Justice,  Whether  he  hae 
seen  a  report  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Magis- 
trate's Court  at  Balclutha,  on  Wednesday,  the 
12th  instant,  when  a  boardinghouse  keeper, 
who,  for  a  first  offence  of  selling  liquor  without 
a  license  had  been  fined  £30,  was  for  a  second 
offence  fined  onlv  £10,  and  for  a  third  offence 
only  £15 ;  and  whether  the  Minister  will  take 
steps  to  have  the  law  more  equitably  adminis- 
tered ?  He  had  put  this  question  on  the  Order 
Paper  because  there  was  veir  general  dissatis- 
faction in  Clutha,  owing  to  tne  small  fines  in- 
flicted by  the  Magistrate  in  two  recent  sly-grog 
selling  cases.  This  dissatisfaction  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  Prohibition  party,  but  was  general 
amongst  other  people  as  well.  Though  they 
did  not  believe  n  the  law  as  it  was,  yet  they 
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were  of  opinion  that,  as  long  as  the  present 
^hibitory  law  remained  on  the  statate-book, 
it  shonld  be  given  elleok  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  had  always  ander- 
stood  that  Ministers  should  not  interfere  with 
the  administration  of  justice ;  and  he  had  bean 
impressed  with  this  fact  because  on  one  oc- 
casion a  oommunication  was  sent  to  a  Obair- 
man  of  a  Licensing  Committee,  and  he  had 
a  Ti?id  recollection  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 
(Mr.  Hislop,  the  then  member  for  Oamaru), 
sending  a  oommunioation  whioh  was  held  to  be 
an  interference  with  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice, and  this  was  brought  before  a  Conunittee 
of  the  Legislative  Council.  The  Committee 
reported  adversely  to  the  Minister,  with  the 
result  that  Mr.  Hislop  resigned  his  seat  on  these 
benches  and  appealed  to  his  constituents. 
He  hoped  the  honourable  member  was  not 
asking  him  to  interfere  in  such  a  direction,  and 
by  that  means  getting  him  off  these  benches. 
He  scarcely  thought  the  honourable  member 
would  be  a  party  to  it— well,  he  hoped  not. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.— Evading  the  whole  question. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  was  not  evading  the 
whole  question.  He  was  simply  saying  this : 
that  the  Magistrates  were  there  to  administer 
the  law.  Those  who  were  not  satisfied  with 
their  decisions  had  their  remedy. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — ^No ;  they  have  no  remedy. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  At  all  events,  as  far 
as  he  was  concerned,  he  had  no  intention 
of  placing  himself  in  the  position  Mr.  Hislop 
did ;  be  wanted  to  keep  clear  of  that.  It  would 
appear  to  him  that,  when  it  suited  themselves, 
some  people  were  the  parties  who  would  com- 
ment, and  criiicise,  and  condemn  the  Govern- 
ment for  practically  no  interference ;  but  when 
it  did  not  suit  them  in  other  respects,  they 
would  wish  the  Government  to  say  to  Magis- 
trates, *'  You  must  administer  the  law  as 
we  require  it."  Now,  he  had  every  oonfldenoe 
In  the  independence  and  the  judgment  of 
Warden  Stratford.  He  did  not  think  a  more 
independent  Magistrate  sat  on  the  Bench  in 
Kew  Zealand  than  this  same  gentleman.  He 
might  at  times  express  strong  opinions ;  but,  as 
far  as  the  administration  of  the  law  was  con- 
cerned, he  thought  every  one  would  admit  that 
he  was  just,  that  he  had  a  mind  of  his  own ; 
and  taking  his  decisions  as  a  Magistrate  he 
thought  they  compared  more  than  favourably 
with  many  Magistrates  on  the  Bench  at  the 
present  time. 

INLAND  MAILS. 
Mr.  HOUSTON  (Bay  of  Islands)  asked  the 
Postmaster-General,  If  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Government,  when  calling  for  tenders  for 
conveyance  of  the  inland  mails,  to  make  it 
part  of  the  conditions  of  contract  that  the 
euecessful  tenderer  shall  be  compelled  to  pur- 
chase the  stock-in*  trade  of  the  previous  con- 
tractor? He  was  induced  to  put  this  question 
on  the  Order  Paper  from  tne  fact  that  last 
session  the  Premier  replied  to  a  question  of  a 
similar  nature,  but  he  was  not  aware  whether 
this  reply  applied  throughout  tiie  colony — ^that 
Mr,  J.  W,  Thomson 


was,  that  new  contractors  should  be  obliged  to 
take  over  the  plant  of  their  predecessors.  Hs 
wished  to  know  if  this  applied  to  the  whols 
colony  and  not  to  any  particular  part  of  it? 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Postmaster- General)  said  the 
departmental  reply  was  as  follows : — 

**  A  new  proviso  in  the  direction  indicated  by 
Mr.  Houston  has  been  added  to  the  'Terms 
and  Conditions  of  Inland  Mail-service  Con- 
tracts,' but  it  does  not  apply  to  any  contract 
for  which  an  annual  subsidy  of  less  than  £500 
is  paid.    Clause  26  reads  as  follows : — 

** '  On  being  notified  in  vrriting  by  of  oo 
behalf  of  the  Postmaster-General  that  a  tender 
has  been  accepted  by  him  for  a  new  contract 
for  the  services  herein  provided  for  (whether 
the  like  services  or  any  addition  thereto  or 
modification  thereof),  the  contractor  shall  otter 
to  sell  to  the  successful  tenderer  for  such  new 
contract  the  whole  of  the  working  coaching 
plant  and  horses  in  use  by  the  contractor  for 
the  performance  of  this  contract  at  the  time 
or  immediately  preceding  the  time  of  ite  ex- 
piration or  determination.  The  price  to  be 
paid  by  the  successful  tenderer,  and  other 
terms  of  purchase,  shall  be  determined  by  two 
arbitrators,  one  of  whom  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  contractor  and  the  other  by  the  raooevfiil 
tenderer,  and  such  arbitration  (including  thei^ 
in  the  ascertaining  what  is  included  in  the 
expression  *  working  coaching  plant ')  shall  be 
conducted  in  accordance  with  tiie  provisions  of 
*  The  Arbitration  Act,  1690,'  or  an]r  amendment 
thereof :  Provided  that  this  condition  shall  not 
apply  to  any  contract  under  whioh  a  total 
annual  subsidy  of  less  than  £500  is  payable 
by  the  Postmaster  •  General  on  behalf  of  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen,  or  where  the  saooesatttl 
tenderer  for  the  new  contract  is  the  oontraotn 
under  this  present  contract :  Provided,  further, 
that  in  any  case  to  which  this  condition  applies 
the  Postmaster-General  shall  have  the  ri^t  to 
retain  in  his  hands  any  deposit  made  by  the 
contractor  under  the  conditions  of  this  con- 
tract, or  the  balance  of  any  subsidy  which  may 
be  due  or  payable  to  the  contractor,  until  the 
arbitration  between  the  contractor  and  the 
successful  tenderer  has  been  duly  completed; 
and,  in  the  event  of  the  contractor  refusing  to 
sell  such  working  plant  and  horsea  ae  herein 
provided,  or  declining  to  carry  out  any  award 
made  in  any  such  arbitration,  such  deposit  or 
the  balance  of  any  subsidy  due  or  payaUe  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  absolutely  forfeited  to  Hac 
said  Majesty,  and  may  be  disposed  of  as  the 
Postmaster-General  directs :  Provided,  laetly, 
that  neither  the  contractor  nor  the  snoceaafol 
tenderer  sball  have  any  claim  or  demand  against 
Her  said  Majesty,  or  the  Government  of  the 
colony,  or  the  Postmaster-General  by  reason  of 
any  breach  or  non-observance  of  ibis  conditien, 
or  any  part  thereof,  on  the  part  of  either  of 
them,  the  said  contractor  or  the  ancoeesfal 
tenderer,  as  the  case  may  be.' " 

Mr.  HOUSTON.— That  does  not  apply  to 
contracts  under  £500. 


Mr.  S£DDON.*-It  only  applies  to  oontiacti 
of  £500  and  over. 
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MOUNT  OOOK  BARBAGES  BOAD. 
Mr.  FISHEB  (WeUington  Oity)  agked  the 
Minister  for  Pablio  Works,  Whether  he  will 
pat  the  (Government  road  mnnixig  through 
Monnt  Cook  Barracks,  WeUiogton — being  a 
oontinuation  of  Backle  Street — in  suoh  a  con- 
dition of  repf^ir  as  to  render  it  fit  for  pablic 
traffic  ?  This  was  a  Government  road,  almost 
in  the  centre  of  fche  oity,  which  had  been  in 
existence  for  about  forty  years.  Its  oondition 
was  now,  and  always  had  been,  suoh  as  an 
invading  artillery  train  and  wagons  might 
ezpeot  to  meet  in  rough  and  rugged  country ; 
bat,  apart  from  that  quasi-military  aspect  of  the 
matter,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  this  road 
was  close  to  two  public    schools,  and    there 

Sassed  through  that  road  in  the  course  of  the 
av*  from  two  hundred  to  two  hundred  and  fifty 
children  who  were  in  attendance  at  these 
schools.  It  was  very  hard  on  the  parents,  for 
the  road  was  rough  on  boots,  and  it  was  hard 
on  the  children  who  bad  to  tackle  so  much 
onsubdued  macadam.  The  road  was  not  long, 
and  it  would  not  cost  the  Gk)vemment  much  to 
put  it  into  a  proper  state  of  repair.  It  was  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  a  public  road.  There 
had  been  much  correspondence  and  some  con- 
tention, extending  over  a  long  period,  between 
the  Qovernment  and  the  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  Wellington  with  regoA  to  the  repair 
and  control  of  this  road,  but  no  satisfactory 
settlement  of  that  contention  had  been  arrived 
at.  Having  regard  to  the  convenience  and 
comfort  which  the  repair  of  the  road  would 
confer  upon  the  public,  and  especially  upon 
soch  a  Isurge  nuniber  of  school  children,  he 
wished  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  would 
give  some  assurance  that  the  Government 
would  spend  the  small  amount  of  money  thai 
would  be  required  to  put  the  road  in  some- 
thing like  decent  order  and  repair.  If  he  did 
so,  that  assurance  would  give  great  satisfaction 
to  the  public. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  that,  as  had  been  stated  by  the 
honourable  member,  Buckle  Street  was  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  a  public  street.  It  had 
been  used  by  the  citizens  of  Wellington  for  very 
many  years  past,  and  some  time  ago  an  offer  was 
made  to  the  City  Council  to  hand  the  road  over 
to  them,  but  they  declined  to  take  it  over  un- 
less certain  work  was  done  to  it.  They  wanted 
the  road  out  down  and  metalled,  footpaths 
asphalted,  curbing  and  channelling  done,  and 
all  at  the  expense  of  the  colony.  He  could  not 
see  his  way  to  agree  to  this,  but  had  offered  to 
effect  urgent  repairs  that  might  be  required. 
No  action,  however,  was  taken,  and  the  request 
came  up  again  recently.  It  was  brought  under 
his  notice  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Mr.  Fisher),  and  he  was  asked 
il  something  could  not  be  done  to  get  over  the 
difficulty.  A  report  has  now  been  received 
from  the  Engineer  of  the  City  Council,  which 
was,  with  one  exception,  much  on  the  lines  of  the 
Oouncil's  first  proposal— that  was,  that  the  road 
should  be  out  down  2  ft.,  metalled,  and  the  foot- 
pskths  asphalted  and  kerbed.  The  proposal  of  the 
Oounoil  now  was,  not  that  the  whole  cost  should 


be  borne  by  the  oolony  but  that  one-half  the 
cost  should  be  so  borne.  The  half- cost,  so  far 
as  that  portion  of  the  work  was  concerned, 
would  be  about  £450  or  £420.  In  addition,  if 
the  road  were  cut  down,  it  would  necessitate 
the  formation  of  a  new  entrance  to  what  was 
known  as  the  gaol,  and  the  expenditure  on  that 
road  would  be  about  £200 ;  so  that,  if  the  re« 
quest  of  the  City  Council  was  complied  with» 
there  would  be  an  expenditure  of  over  £600. 
This  proposal  of  the  Council  had,  however,  only 
been  Drought  before  him  that  morning,  and  he 
had  not  had  time  to  deal  with  it  or  lay  it  before 
his  colleagues.  The  promise  he  had  made 
was  that,  if  the  City  Council  would  take  over 
the  road,  the  Government  would  patch  up  all 
xuts  and  put  the  road  in  decent  order.  He 
hoped  that,  in  the  interests  of  the  oity  and  of 
those  who  used  this  road,  something  would 
be  done,  and  that  the  City  Council  would 
realise  its  responsibility. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  the  Corporation  did  not 
ask  the  Government  to  do  more  in  this  case 
than  it  asked  private  land-owners  to  do  when 
they  out  up  land  and  formed  streets.  Before 
taking  over  these  streets  from  the  private  land- 
owner, the  Corporation  had  always  imposed 
a  condition  that  the  street  should  be  formed^ 
metalled,  and  curbed,  and  put  in  suoh  a 
condition  as  to  pass  the  Engineer  of  the 
Corporation. 

Mr.  HALL  JONES  said,  in  the  case  referred 
to  by  the  honourable  member,  the  private  land- 
owner wished  the  Council  to  take  over  the  road 
to  suit  his  own  purpose,  and,  as  far  as  the 
Government  were  concerned,  they  had  no  wish 
to  do  that  in  this  case. 

SWING-GATES  ACBOSS  PUBLIC  BOADS. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  asked  the  Acting 
Minister  of  Lands,  If  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  this  session  to  introduce  a  measure 
repealing  section  26  of  "The  Fencing  Act, 
1895,"  which  gives  local  bodies  the  power  to 
grant  permission  to  persons  to  errct  swing- 
gates  across  the  public  roads,  other  than  swing* 
gates  in  a  rabbit-proof  fence,  so  as  to  put  a  stop 
to  the  abuse  carried  on  under  this  section? 
During  the  session  of  1897  he  placed  a  similar 
question  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  received  aa 
assurance  from  the  Minister  of  Lands  that 
clause  26  of  <*  The  Fencing  Act,  1895,"  would 
be  repealed  or  modified.  He  had  been  induced 
to  repeat  the  question  on  the  present  occasion 
from  a  communication  he  had  received  from 
one  of  his  constituents,  from  which  the  Minis- 
ter would  at  once  notice  that  there  was  really 
a  grievance  in  regard  to  the  abuse  of  this 
section.  The  settler  who  wrote  this  letter  lived 
a  distance  of  about  six  miles  from  the  nearest 
public  school,  and  had  to  send  his  children 
to  school  *  in  a  vehicle.  He  complained  as 
follows : — 

"  In  my  case  I  have  to  send  a  strong  boy  or 
nlan  to  open  and  shut  gates  for  my  children 
going  to  school,  as  no  small  boy  or  girl  can 
open  or  shut  them  on  windy  days.  A  large 
majority  of  ratepayers  and  persons  interested 
objected   to  .these  gates,  but  could  not  get 
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a  hearing  from  the  local  body.  The  said  gates 
are  in  roads  through  property  which  has  been 
private  for  thirty  years  or  more/' 

The  road  referred  to  by  the  writer  of  this 
letter  ran  from  Tepapa  to  Happy  Valley,  and  in 
a  distance  of  about  sixteen  miles  of  that  road 
there  were  no  fewer  than  fourteen  swing-gates. 
These  were  erected  by  the  owners  of  private 
property  with  the  permission  of  the  Road 
Board,  instead'  of  spending  a  little  money  in 
fencing  their  land.  It  caused  a  great  deal  of 
inoonvenienoe,  and  this  was  not  the  only  com- 
plaint that  had  reached  him.  He  believed 
honourable  members  representing  other  elec- 
torates had  had  similar  complaints  re8)»ecting 
the  operation  of  this  section  of  the  Fenoiog 
Aot^and  he  thought  it  was  high  time  the  clause 
should  be  repealed,  or  else  modified,  so  that 
local  bodies  should  not  be  allowed  to  put  the 
travelling  public  to  the  inconvenience  that 
existed  at  present. 

Mr.  HALL -JOKES  (Acting  Minister  of 
Xtands)  said  he  quite  agreed  with  the  honour- 
Able  gentleman  that  the  powers  conferred  by 
this  section  had  been  abused  by  the  local 
bodies.  That  had  arisen  in  many  cases  through 
those  persons  interested  in  having  the  gates 
placed  upon  the  roads  being  members  of  the 
local  bodies.  He  certainly  thought  that  some 
restriction  should  be  placed  upon  the  erec- 
tion  of  a  number  of  these  swing-gates,  and  the 
•question  had  been  brought  before  him  last 
session.  An  instance  was  then  given,  in  which 
MM  many  as  thirty  gates  had  been  erected,  te 
atke  inconvenience  of  those  travelling  by  trap 
or  on  horseback.  He  did  not  think  this  should 
be  allowed.  Their  public  roetds  should,  as  far 
as  possible,  be  kept  open,  and  some  alteration 
in  the  law  should  be  made.  There  were  two 
Bills  before  the  House  now  dealing  with  this 
very  question,  one  under  the  charge  of  the 
member  for  Walteki,  and  an  amendment  of  the 
Public  Works  Act.  He  hoped,  before  the  session 
dosed,  at  any  rate,  one  of  those  Bills  would  be- 
<)ome  law,  and  provide  for  restrictions  in  the  mat- 
tor  of  the  erection  of  gates  across  public  roads. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  LITIGATION. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  (BuUer)  asked  the  Premier, 
If  he  can  indicate  when  the  case  between  the 
Oovemment  and  the  Midland  Railway  deben- 
ture-holders is  likely  to  be  dealt  with  by  the 
Privy  Council ;  also,  if  the  land  now  under  lien 
in  consequence  of  the  dispute  will  be  available 
lor  settlement  after  the  decision  of  the  Privy 
Oouncil?  He  wished  the  Standing  Orders 
could  be  so  framed  as  to  prevent  members 
making  long  speeches  when  asking  questions, 
and  by  way  of  protest  against  the  present 
practice  he  would  make  no  speech,  but  simply 
4M>ntent  himself  by  stating  that  this  was  a  very 
important  question,  and  he  hoped*  he  would 
receive  a  satisfactory  answer. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  that  the  case 
now  pending  as  between  the  Qovemment  and 
the  Midland  Railway  Company,  or  debenture- 
holders  of  the  company,  could  not  come  on 
until  after  the  long  vacation— namely,  the  1st 
Kovember  next;  probably  the  oase  would  not 
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be  takan  till  eariy  in  December.  II  the 
sion  were  in  favour  of  the  Ckom^  it  would  be 
neoesaary  lor  the  company  or  the  debentua- 
holders  to  pay  the  Qovemment  the  amofmt 
due  under  section  123  of  "  The  Bailwaya  Oob- 
straction  and  Land  Act,  1881,"  about  £70,00a 
In  default  of  that  the  Governor,  would  be  en- 
titled to  issue  an  Order  in  Council  dedating 
the  railway  the  property  of  the  Queen.  In  that 
case  the  contract  would  be  abedutely  detar- 
mined,  and  the  reserved  land  released  nom  the 

-  Q  reservation.  He  admitted  there  had 
been  great  loss  indeed,  so  far  as  settle- 
ment was  concerned,  in  driving  away  population 
from  the  West  Coast  during  the  last  ten  years. 
It  was  hard  to  say  how  much  loss  the  colony 
had  suffered  owing  to  the  company  not  per- 
forming ite  contract  for  the  oonstruction  of 
that  line;  and  if  any  one  had  a  right  to  feel 
aggrieved,  and  had  suffered  this  loss,  it  was  the 
colony.  However,  the  Government  intended  at 
an  early  date— -at  as  early  a  date  as  possible — 
to  lift  the  reservations.  There  were  one  or  two 
other  matters  in  connection  with  this,  and  one 
of  these  was  in  reference  to  the  deviation  of  the 
line  at  Motupiko  to  the  Tadmor.  Under  the 
existing  contnict,  he  did  not  think  it  waa  saoh 
a  deviation  as  would  be  permiaaible,  but  thaie 
was  a  deviation  made  when  the  line  waa 
changed  from  the  west  to  the  east  side  of  Lake 
Brunner.  They  could  not  go  on  with  the  woik 
legitimately  until  there  was  legislative  power  §at 
the  deviation.  He  had  spoken  to  the  represen- 
tive  of  the  debenture-holders,  and  also  to  the  n^ 
preaentatives  of  the  company.  Plana  were  being 
prepared  now,  and  would  be  submitted  to  than. 
Of  course  it  would  not  be  wise  to  introduce  any 
legislation,  in  oase  misconception  might  afise, 
as  they  might  think  that  legislation  refeired  to 
something  that  was  pending  in  the  Court.  The 
desire  of  the  Government  was  to  be  very  eaca- 
ful,  and  not  to  do  anything  which  would  cauas 
misconception ;  and,  if  the  debenture-holdan 
and  those  connected  with  the  company  at 
Home  were  apprised  of  the  stepe  the  Goven- 
ment  were  taking,  it  was  purely  to  them  a  mat- 
ter of  advantage,  because  the  line  being  sur- 
veyed would  certainly  not  be  nearly  so  advanta- 
geous as  the  deviation  which  they  desired  to  be 
made.  He  felt  satisfied  that  was  the  proper  thiog 
in  the  interests  of  idl  concerned.  Whether  the 
company  finished  the  line  and  paid  up  the 
money,  or  whether  the  Government  had  to  go 
on  with  its  construction,  he  thought  the  line 
ought  to  be  constructed  by  the  Tadmor. 

Mr.  O'REGAN  asked  if  he  rightly  under^ 
stood  the  Premier  to  pay  that,  in  the  event  ol 
the  debenture-holders  paying  the  £70,000,  the 
reservation  could  not  be  lifted. 

Mr.  SEDDON  believed  they  would  be  practi- 
cally as  they  are.  They  would  have  to  pay  op 
the  back  moneys,  and  pay  up  the  moneys  ex- 
pended to  the  present  time,  and,  if  they  paid  op 
these  moneys,  it  was  an  open  question  whetbs 
the  Government  should  lift  the  reservations. 

MOLYNBUX  RIYBR  NAVIGATION. 
Mr.  RAWLINS  (Tuapeka)  aaked  the  MinMar 
of  Minea  if  he  haa  read  the  report  of  his 
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He.  Hayefl,  re  the  removAl  of  rooks  in  the 
Molyneax  Bivor,  to  enable  dredges  to  navigate 
the  river,  by  blasting  saoh  rooks  away;  or, 
ffkUing  that  being  done,  will  he  support  legisla- 
tion that  will  provide  the  neoessary  funds, 
under  the  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies 
Act,  in  order  to  carry  out  this  important 
vork? 

Mr.  GADMAN  (Minister  of  Mines)  said  the 
ceport  bad  been  received,  and  he  had  read  it, 
And  he  did  not  think  it  was  a  matter  for  legis- 
lation, or  that  the  local  bodies  should  be 
eneooraged  to  borrow  for  a  matter  of  this 
sort.  He  had  forwarded  a  copy  of  the  report 
to  the  people  interested,  asking  what  propor- 
tion they  were  prepared  to  contribute  towards 
the  cost  of  doing  this  work.  When  he  received 
their  reply  he  would  be  in  a  position  to  say 
whether  the  Grovemment  would  assist  in  the 
matter  or  not,  and,  if  any  assistance  was  to  be 
rendered,  it  could  be  taken  from  the  Mines 
vote. 

KAIAPOI  RAILWAY-STATION. 
Mr.  MOORE  (Kaiapoi)  asked  the  Minister  for 
Bailways,  Whether  the  Railway  Department 
recognises  the  urgent  necessity  that  exists  for 
altering  and  making  additionid  accommodation 
at  the  Kaiapoi  Railway-station;  also,  for  ar- 
ranging the  work  at  the  station  so  as  to  avoid 
the  shunting  being  done  across  the  main  north 
road  ?  In  putting  this  question  to  the  Minister 
he  desired  to  state  that  it  was  more  than  a 
local  matter.  The  Minister  was  aware  that  the 
railway-line  at  Kaiapoi  crosses  the  main  north 
road,  over  which  the  main  traffic  of  North 
Canterbury  had  to  be  carried,  and,  in  addition 
to  that,  there  was  a  very  large  local  traffic  so 
far  as  the  Borough  of  Kaiapoi  was  concerned. 
If  it  was  simply  a  question  of  the  arrival-trains 
passing  over  the  line,  of  course  there  would  be 
no  great  need  for  an  alteration,  but  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  shunting  had  to  be  done 
on  the  street,  and  the  points  were  on  the 
north  side  of  the  line,  and  there  were  two 
oattle- traps,  one  on  each  side  of  the  street, 
which  made  it  very  dangerous  indeed  for 
the  employes  of  the  railway  when  the  work  of 
flhunting  was  being  carried  on.  The  Minister 
would  recollect  that  a  railway  accident  hap- 
pened there  some  time  last  year  with  fatal 
results.  The  Kaiapoi  Rtdlway-station  was  now 
a  very  {important  one ;  in  fact,  all  the  trains 
from  Oxford,  West  Eyreton,  Rangiora,  and 
right  from  Culverden  had  to  pass  it,  and 
many  of  them  had  to  be  rearranged  there. 
More  than  that,  the  shunting  would  take  a 
considerable  time,  and  its  efieot  in  stopping 
trafi&o  was  a  serious  matter,  apart  altogether 
from  the  danger  incidental  to  it.  Then,  the 
station  accommodation  was  altogether  inade- 
quate for  a  place  such  as  Kaiapoi,  and  he 
would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Minister 
to  the  fact  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  move 
the  station  a  little  to  the  south,  so  as  to  allow 
of  such  alterations  being  made  as  would  pre- 
vent the  shunting  where  the  line  crossed  the 
yoad.  He  hoped  the  Minister  would  be  able  to 
«tate  that  be  would  have  some  better  buildings 


erected,  so  that  they  might  afford  more  comfort 
to  the  people  who  had  occasion  to  use  the  rail- 
way there,  and  which  would  be  more  in  keepiug 
with  the  advancement  and  importance  of  the 
town. 

Mr.  GADMAN  (Lfinister  for  RaUways)  said 
this  raised  one  of  the  questions  that  he  had  to 
deal  with  in  two  ways.  One  consisted  of  com- 
plaints where  the  road  ran  dose  to  the  station, 
and  the  other  of  requests  made  to  allow  cross- 
ings as  near  as  possible  to  the  goods-sheds  when 
they  should  probably  be  at  least  a  hundred 
yards  away.  At  Kaiapoi  the  crossing  in  ques- 
tion was  interfered  witn  by  shunting  operations 
in  a  manner  similar  to  many  other  places,  but 
the  department  did  not  recognise  any  particular 
urgency  in  this  matter.  About  two  years  ago 
a  very  considerable  improvement  was  made  to 
this  station.  The  last  report  of  the  District 
Manager  was  to  the  effect  that  the  position  of 
the  station — which  was  the  greatest  incon- 
venience— was  not  of  sufficient  importance  to 
warrant  a  new  station  being  built,  and  he 
(Mr.  Gadman)  was  of  opinion  that  the  accom- 
modation at  Kaiapoi  was  now  superior  to  that 
afforded  at  many  of  the  other  stations  of  the 
same  class. 

UPPER  MOHAKA  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  McLEAN  (Napier)  asked  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  When  it  is  expected  that 
the  bridge  over  the  river  at  Upper  Mofaaka,  on 
the  Napier-Taupo  Road,  wiU  be  completed  ? 
Over  two  years  ago  this  bridge  was  washed 
away,  and  the  people  of  the  district  were 
anxious  to  know  when  it  would  be  re-erected. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  it  was  expected  that  the  bridge 
over  the  Upper  Mohaka,  on  the  Napier-Taupo 
Road,  would  be  completed  well  within  the  con- 
tract time,  which  was  the  20th  June,  1900. 
Little  work  could  be  done  in  carting  materials 
for  the  road  during  the  winter,  but  at  the  latest 
date  the  foundations  of  the  bridge  had  been 
laid,  and  a  portion  of  the  concrete  abutment 
built,  and  the  timber  cut  and  carted  on  to  the 
bridge  site.  The  ironbark  timber  from  Aus- 
tralia had  been  landed  at  the  Spit,  and,  having 
been  found  satisfactory,  had  also  been  carted 
on  to  the  site.  The  ironwork  from  Home 
would  probably  not  be  delivered  on  the  site 
until  next  summer. 

NORTH  AUCKLAND  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  MONK  (Waiteraata)  asked  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  What  is  the  earliest  date 
about  which  the  Government  contemplate  com- 
pleting the  extension  of  the  North  Auckland 
Railway  to  the  Kaipara  Flats  Station  ?  The 
Minister  for  Public  Works  would  perhaps  bear 
in  mind,  in  answering  this  question,  that  many 
years  ago,  on  the  first  inception  of  railway  con* 
struotion  in  the  colony,  this  northern  line,  to 
run  through  the  centre  of  the  island  to  Kaipara 
Flats,  was  a  part  of  the  great  railway  schenie 
then  placed  before  the  country.  Some  twelve  or 
thirteen  years  ago  the  people  of  Kaipara  Flats 
expected  that  in  a  short  time  the  line  would 
reach  their  locality.    Many  of  them  located 
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thaniMlTM  Uiara  in  the  ezpaetftUon  tlml  the 
work  would  bo  speedily  accomplished,  Imt,  m 
the  Minister  knew,  the  work  had  prooeeded 
▼ery  »lowly;  and  the  settlers  of  the  district 
desired  to  know  whether  the  Goyemment  had 
any  plan  by  whieh  the  line  might  be  taken  on 
to  reach  them. 

Mr.  HAL  L.JONES  (Minuter  for  Pablte 
Works)  was  extremely  disappointed  after  hear- 
ing the  honourable  gentleman's  remarks.  He 
had  thought  the  honourable  member  was  goiog 
to  formulate  a  scheme  by  which  this  line  could 
be  put  through  to  Kaipara  Plate  without  fur- 
ther delay.  He  would  like  to  point  out  to  the 
honourable  member  that  his  complaint  really* 
lay  at  the  door  of  those  who  had  heA  the 
administration  in  the  past.  During  recent 
years  the  GoTemment  bad  had  a  difficult 
task  in  making  a  tunnel  through  very  tiea- 
cheroQs  ground,  which  occupied  a  yeiy  long 
time,  and  since  that  time,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  must  admit,  fair  progress  has  been 
made;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
also  admit  the  Government  had  over-spent  the 
amount  voted  by  the  House  last  year  for  this 
work.  As  to  the  time  at  which  the  line  would 
be  finished  to  reach  Kaipara  Flats,  he  might  say 
that,  at  the  present  rate  of  progress,  it  would 
take  about  ten  years,  say,  at  a  cost  of  about 
£100,000.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
fonnulate  a  scheme,  however,  by  which  that 
point  might  be  reached  at  an  earlier  date,  he 
would  be  glad  to  lay  it  before  his  colleagues  for 
consideration.  It  most  be  borne  in  mind  that 
this  was  not  the  only  line  in  the  colony  that 
should  be  completed.  There  was  another  im- 
portant line  in  the  North  Island— the  main 
trunk  line  to  Auckland— and  if  all  the  money 
were  given  to  the  North  of  Auckland  the  posi- 
tion would  not  be  at  all  satisfactory  to  other 
honourable  members.  Wlien  considoriog  the 
public-works  estimates,  this  work,  he  could 
assure  the  honourable  gentleman,  would  be 
given  that  fair  consideration  that  had  been 
given  to  it  in  the  past. 

PERMANENT  FORCES. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  (Geraldine)  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Justice,  Whether  he  will  recommend  the 
same  privilege  being  extended  to  the  members 
of  the  New  Zealand  Permanent  Forces  as  that 
lately  allowed  to  members  of  the  Police  Force 
— namely,  the  accumulation  of  their  annual 
holidays  for  two  or  three  years,  so  as  to  allow 
those  whose  friends  live  at  a  distance  ^be  oppor- 
tunity of  spending  a  longer  period  with  their 
relatives  when  takiog  their  holidays  ?  The  De- 
fence Force  had  lately  been  permitted  to  allow 
their  annual  holidays  to  accumulate  for  two  or 
three  years,  and  he  did  not  see  why  the  Per- 
manent Force  should  not  be  similarly  treated, 
provided  it  did  not  interfere  with  their  duty. 
In  some  instances  those  whose  friends  lived  at 
a  distance  were  travelling  one-half  of  their 
holiday  term.  He  hoped  the  Minister  would 
give  a  favourable  reply. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (for  the  Minister  of 
Justice)  said  the  question,  on  the  face  of  it, 
seemed  worthy  of  consideration. .  He  did  not 
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why  any  distinetkm  ahoold  be  drawn 
between  the  two  branebaa  of  the  service.  Hs 
admitted  that  thoae  men  who  lived  at  a 
distanoe  from  their  friends  had  not  snffieieBt 
time  in  their  annual  holida>ya  to  visit  the  parti 
of  the  colony  where  their  fnenda  resided,  and 
he  did  not  see  why  they  ahould  not  be  allowed 
to  accumulate  their  annual  holidays  so  as  to 
be  able,  every  two  years  or  so,  to  travel  to  see 
their  friends.  He  would  promise  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  give  fair  oonaideration  to  the 
suggestion.  At  present  he  saw  no  objection  to 
it. 

WAIMATE  UNEMPLOYED. 

Major  STEWARD  (Waitaki)  asked  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  Whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  number  of  men  have  been 
sent  by  the  Labour  Department  from  Christ- 
church  and  Oamarn  to  the  road-works  at 
Waikakahi,  and  whether  he  will  give  direetioiis 
that,  before  importing  more  men  from  a  dis- 
tance, employment  on  such  works  shall  be 
given  to  the  unemployed  of  Waimate?  Some 
weeks  before  the  conunencement  of  the  session 
he  forwarded  to  the  Minister  a  request,  on  be- 
half of  some  of  his  constituents,  that  they 
might  be  given  employment  on  the  road-wocks 
that  it  was  understood  were  to  be  oommeneed 
shortly  on  the  Waikakahi  Estate.  The  reply 
that  he  received  was  to  the  effect  that  very 
little  labour  would  be  required,  and  that 
most  of  the  work  would  be  done  by  sooc^ 
The  next  thing  that  was  known  was  that  tea 
men  had  been  sent  to  these  road-works  fnan 
Ghristchoroh  and  several  others  from  Oamani, 
and  complaint  was  made  to  him  that  laboer 
was  being  imported  from  outside  the  district. 
The  Minister  for  Public  Works  wasgood  enough 
to  send  down  instructions  that  some  of  the  local 
men  should  be  employed ;  but  the  ohjeot  of  the 
present  question  was  to  obtain  an  assurance 
that,  not  only  in  regard  to  his  f  Major  Stewwd's) 
district,  but  in  regard  to  all  other  districti, 
there  should  be  a  general  instruction  that,  when 
there  were  unemployed  in  the  district,  th^ 
should  have  the  opportunity  of  getting  work 
before  others  were  brought  in  from  outside. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Minister  for  Pnbho 
Works)  could  not  agree  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  when  he  said  the  unemployed  of 
Waimate  had  been  ignored,  because  it  was  not 
so.  Before  \  the  men  were  sent  from  Christ- 
church  and  Oamaru,  several  men  in  the  district 
had  already  been  placed  on  the  work,  and,  sa 
stated  by  the  honourable  member,  some  wars 
also  recently  given  work  at  his  request.  As  to 
the  question  of  limiting  the  employment  of  men 
to  the  men  living  in  any  particular  district  in 
which  work  was  being  carried  on,  the  real 
question  was  this:  Were  they  to  spend  ths 
colony's  money  in  those  districts  and  limit  the 
employment  to  the  men  living  only  in  those 
districts?  The  matter  was  one  that  must  be 
considered  from  a  broad  point  of  view.  He 
believed  the  district  itselC  should  reoeive  every 
consideration,  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  wooM 
not  be  wise  to  ignore  the  men  from  other  dis* 
triots  who  weie  in  need.  First,  than,  theso 
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liTing  in  the  district  should  be  fairly  oonsidered, 
and  afterwards,  as  was  invariably  the  case,  some 
<^n8ideration  shonld  be  given  to  men  from  oat- 
«iclo.  In  the  case  of  the  works  mentioned  by 
ttio  honourable  member,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  people  of  Waimate  had  been  fairly  oon- 
«idered,  as  a  large  number  of  them  had  been 
j^aoed  on  the  works. 

NORTH  OF  AUCKLAND  RAILWAY 
EjXTJBjNSION 
X  Hr.  MONK  (Waitemata)  asked  the  Minister 
ipE  Public  Works,  Whether,  as  the  completion 
ojE  the  Thames-Paeroa  section  of  the  railway 
has^  according  to  this  morning's  paper,  thrown 
fifty  men  out  of  employment,  he  will  transfer 
them  to  the  railway  extension  north  of  Auck- 
land ?  In  answering  his  previous  question,  the 
Minister  asked  him  if  he  could  propound  a 
scheme  for  the  more  vigorous  prosecution  of 
tlie  North  Auckland  line,  and  that  would  give 
no  difficulty ;  and  in  that  connection  he  wished 
tp  say  that  this  question  was  placed  on  the 
Order  Paper  to  remind  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  that  last  session  he  promised,  as 
soon  as  the  Thames-Paeroa  line  was  com- 
pleted, that  he  would  be  able  to  concentrate 
his  efforts  on  this  line.  At  any  rate,  there 
was  a  reason  that  he  might  advance  for 
t|ie  attention  of  the  Minister,  as  to  why  the 
Anokland  North  line  should  be  pushed  on,  and 
\%  was  this :  that  that  electorate  contributed  its 
Ifkir  proportion  of  the  public  Income  of  over 
^ve  millions  of  money,  and  that  little  or  no 
money  was  being  spent  on  the  prosecution  of 
the  work,  although,  as  he  had  said  before,  it 
was  a  railway  that  was  included  in  the  original 
scheme  of  railway  construction  for  the  colonv. 
In  addition  to  that,  he  found  himself  already 
Ajiticipated  in  the  propounding  of  a  scheme  by 
which  the  railway  construction  north  of  Auck- 
land could  be  prosecuted  more  vigorously,  in  the 
promise  made  by  the  Premier  to  a  deputation 
that  recently  came  before  him  in  Auckland, 
that  £80,000  would  be  placed  on  the  esti- 
xnates  for  that  particular  work.  This  was  his 
warrant  for  soliciting  that  the  number  of  men 
employed  on  the  work  should  be  increased. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  (Minister  for  Public 
Works)  said  the  first  thing  that  struck  him  in 
this  question  was  the  difference  between  the 
member  for  Waitaki  and  the  member  for 
Waitemata.  The  member  for  Waitaki  was 
«pmplaining  about  men  coming  to  his  district 
i«om  outside,  whilst  the  member  for  Waitemata 
wanted  men  to  come  to  his  district.  The 
lifbnonrable  gentleman  was  evidently  preparing 
for  ihe  election,  and  therefore  wanted  these 
aden  in  his  district.  As  regards  the  promise 
stated  by  the  honourable  gentleman  to  have 
liaen  made  by  the  Premier,  of  a  vote  of  £80,000 
on  the  estimates  this  year  for  the  Helensville 
l^ortbwards  line,  he  was  inclined  to  think 
^VbA%  his  honourable  friend  bad  been  dreaming. 
Anyhow,  he  would  say,  if  the  Premier  did  make 
«lioh  a  promise  he  would  keep  it.  A3  to  the 
concentration  of  work  after  the  completion 
<i  the  Thames-Paeroa  Railway:  what  he  said 
wsa  in  genoKal  terms-^that  on  the  oompletion  of 
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the  Thames-Paeroa,  Seaward  Bush,  and  similar 
lines,  which  are  practicallyfinished,  they  could 
concentrate  their  expenditure  on  the  remaining 
works  in  hand,  and,  naturally,  they  could  do 
that,  because  they  would  not  have  the  other 
lines  to  provide  for.  As  evidence  of  that  being 
done  he  might  state  their  expenditure  last 
year  was  greater  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

Mr.  MONK. — And  the  central  lines  have  the 
first  claim. 

Mr.  HALL- JONES  said  they  had  a  very  large 
staff  on  the  central  line,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  be  able  to  increase  the  staff  on  that  line ; 
but  he  did  not  know  that,  under  the  present 
circumstances,  they  would  be  justified  in  largely 
increasing  the  expenditure  on  the  Helensville 
Northwards  line. 

Mr.  MONK  said  the  Helensville  Northwards 
line  came  under  the  category  of  a  central  line. 

Mr.  HALL-JONBS  said  he  referred  to  the 
central  line  from  Wellington  to  Auckland  known 
as  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  line.  At  any 
rate,  he  hoped  that  fair  progress  would  be  made 
with  both  lines. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  MILLS  (Wairau)  asked  the  Government, 
If  they  wHl  introduce  the  necessary  legislation 
this  session  to  extend  and  give  greater  powers 
to  School  Committees?  There  was  a  strong 
and  growing  feeling  throughout  the  colony  that 
extended  powers. should  be  granted  to  School 
Committees.  He  believed  it  would  be  most 
advantageous  if  some  alteration  were  made 
in  the  direction  of  extending  the  powers  of 
School  Committees,  as  it  would  induce  many 
of  those  who 'did  not  take  the  interest  they 
should  in  school  matters  to  become  members 
of  those  bodies,  and  remain  in  that  positioni 
giving  educational  matters  the  benefit  of  their 
intelligent  advice  and  assistance. 

Mr.  HALL -JONES  (Minister  for  Publio 
Worlm)  said  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
given  no  indication  in  what  direction  altera- 
tions should  be  made,  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  a  very  good  opportunity  to  have  the  matter 
brought  Mfore  the  Conference  now  sitting  in 
Wellington.  That  Conference  might  be  able  to 
make  some  suggestions,  or,  if  the  honourable 
member  would  make  any  suggestions,  the  Go- 
vernment would  be  glad  to  consider  them.  At 
present,  however,  without  any  particular 
suggestions  before  them,  they  could  not  say 
that  legislation  would  be  brought  in  this  ses- 
sion. 

LOCAL  BODIES'  VOTES. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  (Bay  of  Islands)  aske<d  the 
RiC^t  Hon.  the  Premier,  If  he  will  this  session 
remove  from  under  the  control  of  the  Lands  and 
Survey  Department  the  sums:voted  for  expendi- 
ture in  the  several  counties,  and  place  them 
directly  under  the  control  of  the  local  bodies  or 
under  the  Public  Works  Department  9  At  the 
present  time  considerable  dissatisfaction  existed 
amongst  local  bodies  \vith  regard  to  the  expen- 
diture of  sums  voted  by  the  House.  Some  o| 
the  sdtnounts  were  given  to  the  local  bodies  for 
expenditure,  hut  the  expenditure  of  the  greater; 
number  of  the  votes  was  controlled  hy  tha> 
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Lands  and  Survey  Department.  Very  often 
these  two  interests  clashed,  but  the  Lands  and 
Survey  Department  never  sought  the  aid  of 
the  local  bodies  in  the  event  of  such  a  con- 
tingency ;  and  he  contended  that  the  local 
bodies,  who  had  the  local  interests  at  heart, 
were  more  capable  of  expending  these  moneys 
than  the  department.  It  was  a  matter  of  ad- 
Terse  comment  in  the  district  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  represent  that  these  sums  of 
xnoney  were  placed  for  expenditure  with  the 
Lands  and  Survey  Department,  and  the  local 
bodies  had  no  control  over  the  expenditure. 
These  bodies  knew  best  where  this  money 
should  be  spent,  while  the  Lands  and  Survey 
Department  simply  spent  it  as  they  pleased  and 
when  they  pleased.  By  such  procedure  fre- 
quently large  expenditure  was  made  in  such 
a  manner  that  he  considered  the  money  was 
almost  wasted.  He  contended  the  local  bodies 
i^ould  have  control  over  this  expenditure.  The 
position  was  that  either  they  were  not  capable 
of  doing  their  work  or  they  should  have  control 
of  this  expenditure. 

Mr,  SEDDON  (Premier)  said  it  would  be  a 
great  relief  to  the  Lands  and  Survey  Depart- 
ment if  the  control  of  road-works  in  the  Mo- 
ngonui  County  were  transferred  to  the  county 
iteelf  or  to  some  other  department.  Not  only 
were  there  difficulties  with  the  local  bodies,  but 
there  was  difficulty  with  the  Audit  Department 
in  getting  the  accounts  settled.  He  might  say, 
without  referring  to  the  Mongonui  County 
Oouncil  at  all,  that  there  had  been  difficulties 
with  local  bodies.  There  had  been  cases 
brought  under  his  notice  in  which  money  had 
been  given  to  local  bodies  to  make  progress 
payments,  and  when  it  came  to  the  final  pay- 
ment it  was  found  the  progress  pajrments 
were  incorrect,  and  the  money  had  not  been 
spent  as  authorised  by  the  Government.  There 
were  some  local  bodies  who  had  a  staff  the 
members  of  which  were  in  a  position  to  expend 
the  money  under  more  favourable  conditions 
than  the  Qovemment,  but  there  were  some  local 
bodies  who  were  not  in  that  position,  and  the 
Oovernment,  under  such  circumstances,  must 
have  control  of  the  works  themselves.  He 
might  say,  for  the  large  sums  of  money  which 
were  being  spent  on  roads  by  the  Lands  De- 
partment, the  machinery  was  not  sufficient, 
and  there  ought  to  be  a  separation  of  the 
expenditure  on  mads  from  the  Lands  and 
Survey  Department.  The  work  at  present  was 
such  that  sometimes  delays  occurred,  and  it 
was  owing  to  these  delays  that  f fiction  had 
arisen.  They  intended  going  into  the  matter 
to  see  whe'ther  subdivision  of  the  department 
could  be  made,  and  plaoe  the  roads  under 
distinct  control,  or  remove  the  roads  expendi- 
ture to  the  Public  Works  Department.  There 
was  such  close  connection  between  Lands  and 
Survey  work  and  the  reading  of  lands  that  he 
was  inclined  to  think  the  better  course  would 
be  to  have  a  subdivision  of  the  Lands  Depart- 
ment itself,  and  place  the  roads  expenditure 
under  a  separate  division  of  that  department. 
However,  this  matter  would  receive  the  ftdlest 
oonsideration. 

Mr,  HomUm 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL  APPOINT- 
MENTS. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  (Ashley)  asked  the  Premier^ 
If  the  Government,  when  making  fresh  appoint- 
ments to  the  Legislative  CouncS,  will  considir 
the  claims  of  the  agricultural  and  pastoral  in- 
dustries of  the  colony  for  proportional  lepr^ 
sentation  in  that  branch  of  the  Legislatnve* 
and  appoint  gentlemen  who,  from  their  personal 
and  practical  knowledge  of  farming,  wiU  be  in 
touch  with  agricultural  and  pastoral  pursuits f 
Knowing  a  number  of  vacancies  by  effluxioa 
of  time  were  to  take  place  in  the  Legislative 
Council  towards  the  close  of  the  present  year, 
he  thought  the  time  was  opportune  to  ask 
this  question,  so  as  to  get  adequate  represeotar 
tion  of  the  farming  community  in  the  Le^a- 
lative  Council.  He  might  point  out  that  the 
total  value  of  the  exports  last  year  was 
£10,517,955.  Under  the  head  of  "Animals 
and  Animal  Products  *'  the  value  exported  was 
£7,694,000,  and  under  the  head  **  Agrienltural 
Products  "  the  value  was  £410,677,  making  a 
total  from  these  two  heads — from  the  agxi- 
cultural  and  pastoral  industries  of  the  colony 
—of  £8,104,757,  or  77  per  cent,  of  the  total 
value  of  the  exports  of  the  colony.  He  had 
been  assisted  by  one  or  two  members  of  the 
Legislative  Council  in  analysing  that  Chamber 
as  it  stood  at  the  present  time,  and  be  found 
the  following:  Newspapers  represented  by  7 
members;  legal  profession,  3;  military,  2; 
commerce,  6  ;  mining,  2 ;  money-lenders,  S ; 
labour  and  trades,  6;  medical,  1;  shipping,  S: 
total,  81 — whilst  the  farming  community  wsa 
represented  by  12.  So  that,  while  the  export 
value  of  the  agricultural  and  pastoral  indoa* 
tries  of  the  colony  was  77  per  cent.,  the  repre- 
sentation in  the  Legislative  Council  was  only 
28  per  cent.  Having  submitted  these  facts  to 
the  Premier,  including  the  analysis  he  had 
made,  he  hoped  to  receive  a  full  and  satis- 
factory answer  to  his  question  ;  for  the  matter 
was  not  likely  to  stop  there — the  public  Press 
would  take  it  up. 

Mr.  SEDDON  (Premier)  said,  were  it  not 
for  the  well-known  modesty  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  one  might  be  inclined  to  think 
there  was  something  suggestive  in  this  ques- 
tion; but  they  all  knew  he  would  be  Uie 
very  last  member  in  the  House  to  do  anything 
in  the  way  of  seeking  to  be  transferred  to 
another  place.  It  would  be  a  great  loea  to  the 
colony  if  such  a  catastrophe  should  take  place. 
He  might  say  this  matter  had  not  escaped  tbe 
attention  of  the  Gk>vemment,  and,  in  fact,  other 
members  had  directly  and  indirectly  oalkd 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  farming  inierest 
was  unrepresented  in  the  Legislative  CouneiL 
But  when  they  came  to  take  the  number  of 
persons  engaged  in  pastoral  and  agrioultoial 
pursuits  in  the  colony,  and  on  that  basis  gauged 
the  members  in  the  Legislative  Council,  they 
were  more  than  fully  represented.  To  take  the 
number  of  members  in  the  Council  who  weie 
farmers  was  a  one-Bided  way  to  put  it.  At  iJl 
events,  what  guided  the  Government  in  making 
recommendations  was  fitness,  long  servioe  t» 
the  country,  and  the  assuranoe  that  when  tba 
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nominees  were  called  to  the  Council  the  colony 
would  profit. 

BEMOVAL  OF   WOMEN'S  DISABILITIES 

BILL. 
„  OQ  Mr.  TAYLOR  (Ohriatohuroh  CitT).— 
*  I  rise,  Sir,  to  move  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill.  The  fact  of  the  measure  having 
been  discussed  in  detail  for  several  sessions  past 
is  in  itself  a  sufficient  reason  why  I  should  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  in  any  lengthy 
discussion  now.  The  Bill  is  very  explanatory 
in  itflelf,  and  consists  of  one  clause : — 

'*  From  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  a 
woman  may  be  nominated,  appointed,  or  elected 
to  any  public  office  or  position  to  which  a  man 
may  be  appointed  or  elected,  any  law  or  statute 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  replying  to 
any  criticism  that  may  be  directed  against  the 
Bill,  and  I  shall  content  mysslf,  under  these 
eiroumstances,  with  merely  moving  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  GILFEDDBR  (Wallace).— Sir,  I  think 
it  would  be  rather  discourteous  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ghristchurch  City  were  we  to 
allow  this  Bill  to  pass  its  second  reading  with- 
out offering  a  few  oriiicisms  upon  it.     How- 
ever,  I  am  not  rising   to   criticize  this  Bill 
adversely.    I  am  going  to  support  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ghristchurch  City,  as  I  did  on 
a  former  occasion  when  he   introduced    this 
xaeasure.    It  is  almost  unnecessary  on  my  part 
to  point  out  the  fact    that,  seeing  we  nave 
conceded  the  franchise  to  the  women  of  this 
eolony,  as  a  natural  sequence  we  are  in  justice 
bound  to  remove  the  disabilities  which  debar 
them  from  contesting  a  seat  in  this 'Assembly. 
We  are  not,  by  this  measure,  expressing  any 
opinion  with  regard  to  whether  or  not  women 
should  take  their  seat  in  this  House  of  Parlia- 
ment as  representatives  of  the  people.    That 
question  will  rest  with  the  free  and  independent 
electors  of  this  colony.    All  that  this  measure 
proposes  to  do   is    to   remove  the  disabilities 
which    at    the    presents   time    debar   women 
from  being  nominated — from    aspiring,  as  it 
were,  to  take  part  in  the  councils  of  the  nation. 
This  age  is  a  practical  and  a  progressive  one, 
and  the  whole  trend  of  the  times  is  in  the  direc- 
tion of  removing  disabilities  and  placing  (he 
adult  population  of  the  colony  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing.  Possibly  there  will  be  a  number  of  speeches 
delivered  for  and  against  this  Bill  before  its 
second   reading   is   carried — although  it  is  a 
foregone  conclusion  that  the  second  reading 
will  be  carried.    However,  I  may  forestall  a 
few  of  the  arguments  that  will  probably  be 
used  against  this  measure.    It  will  be  pointed 
out,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  women  of  the 
colony  are  not  clamouring  for  a  measure  of 
this  sort.    It  will  be  pointed  out  that,  even 
if  they  had  the  right  and  privilege  of  obtain- 
isg  seats  in  this  House,  very  few,  if  any,  would 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity.    But,  Sir, 
that  is  not  the  question.     What  we  want  to 
do  now   is  to   remove  this  restriction  which 
debars    them    from  such    a   privilege.    Now, 
the  female  proportion  of  this  colony  is  about 


46  per  cent,  of  the  total  population — that  is  to 
say,  there  are  about  ninety  females  to  every 
hundred  males.     Seeing  we  have  affirmed  the 
principle    that    representation    and    taxation 
should  go  band  in  hand,  by  conceding  the  fran- 
chise to  the  female  adults  of  this  colony,  it 
follows,  as  a  natural  consequence,  that  the  least 
we  can  do  is  to  extend  the  privilege  of  taking 
their  seats  in  the  Legislature.    They  have  time 
and  again  proved  their  fitness  for  taking  part 
in  the  management  of  local  affairs  and  social 
organizations,  and  their  influence  has  been  for 
good.    We  find  in  olden  times  that  women  havQ 
played  a  very  important  part  in  the  history  of 
every  great  nation.     We  find,  even  in  the  very 
earliest  times,  when  might  was  right,  when 
nations  were  made  and    maintained    by  the 
sword,  that  women  took  a  very  subordinate 
place  in  the  State.     Under  the  Salic  law  we 
find   women  were   debarred  from    the  rights 
of  inheriting  property,  and  from  swaying  the 
sceptre  of  power ;  but  when  these  restrictions 
were  removed  we  find  on  the  list  of  the  most 
illustrious  rulers  of  the  world  the  names   of 
female  sovereigns.     Where  can  we  find  more 
illustrious  sovereigns  than  Elizabeth  of  pleasant 
memory,  and  Victoria  of  our  own  day  ?    Let 
us  but  consider  the  intellectual  calibre  and  ad- 
ministrative ability  of  such  renowned  women 
as  Maria  Teresa  of  Austriay^ Catherine  II.  of 
Russia,  and  Isabella  of  Spam.    Even   in  the 
realms  of  art  and  literature,  and  in  the  learned 
professions,  we  find  that  women  have  played  a 
very  prominent  and  important  part.     I  concur 
with  the  remarks  of  those  who  supported  this 
measure  on  a  former  occasion.    No  doubt  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  Gity  will 
reply  to  any  adverse  criticisms  that  may  be 
levelled  against  the  Bill.    I  have  much  pleasure 
in  supporting    the    second    reading    of    this 
measure. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  (Ghristchurch  Gity).  —  I, 
have  no  wish  to  reply,  Sir.  I  cannot  add^ 
any  more  to  the  arguments  advanced  by  th^ 
honourable  member  for  Wallace.  I  have  al- 
ways held  that,  since  the  franchise  was  ex^. 
tended  to  women,  no  reason  whatever  exists 
from  debarring  them  from  entering  this  House, 
if  intelligence,  character,  and  ambition  urges 
them  in  that  direction.  I  have  much  pleasure 
in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  26. 

Garson 

Tjawry 

Pirani 

Growther 

McGuire 

Sligo 

Flatman 

Mackenzie,  M, 

.  Smith 

Guinness 

McKenzie,  R. 

Stevens 

Hall-Jonea 

McNab 

Steward 

Holland 

Meredith 

Tanner. 

Hutchison,  G. 

Monk 

Tetters, 

Kelly 

Moore 

Gilfedder 

Lang 

Morrison 
Nobs,  18. 

Taylor. 

Bollard 

Duncan 

Lethbridgo 

Brown 

Houston 

Lewis 

Buchanan 

Hunter 

McLean 

Gamoross 

Kaihau 

Massey 
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•   Bill  read  a  second  time. 

ALCOHOLIC  LIQUORS  SALE  CONTROL 

BILL. 
Mr.  TAYLOR  (Christoburch  City). —  Mr. 
Speaker,  The  Bill,  the  second  reading  of  which 
I  now  have  the  pleasure  of  moving,  provides 
for  the  extension  of  the  popular  vote  on  the 
liquor  question  from  the  locality  to  the  colony. 
At  the  present  time  the  power  of  the  elector  is 
confined  to  his  own  electoral  district,  and  the 
power  of  local  option  ^is  the  only  legislative 
power  conferred  on  the  people  of  the  colony  in 
regard  to  the  liquor  question.    In   1895  and 
1^6  this  House  passed  a  measure  similar  in 
nearly  every  respect  to  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House.    The  Bill  was  thrown  out  in  another 
place,  and  I  now  introduce  provisions  for  your 
consideration  that  a  majority  of  the  House 
voted  for  in  both  the  years  I  have  named. 
7he  measure  that  was    before  us  last  year, 
as   introduced    by   my  friend   and   colleague 
Mr.  Smith,  embodied  a  number  of  debatable 
matters   that  are  not  in    the   measure    this 
year.    The  only  matter  dealt  with   this  year 
IS   the  question  as  to  whether  the  electors 
of  this  colony  shall  have  the  power  that  logi- 
cally follows  upon  the  power  of  local  option — 
that  is,  the  power  of  saying  what  the  policy  of 
the  colony  shall  be  in  regud  to  the  complete 
system — of  the  importation,  manufacture,  and 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquor.    I  kilow  there  are 
members  who  declare  that,  whilst  they  support 
local  option,  they  are  opposed  to  giving  the 
electors  power  to  say  by  means  of  the  colonial 
option  vote  what  the  policy  of  the  colony  shall 
be,  and  in  reply  to  that  objection  I  should  l^e 
€o  ask  for  some  sound  argument  in  support  of 
it.    The  very  fact  of  our  having  conceded  local 
option  is  an  admission  that  the  right  to  sell 
hquor  can  only  exist  by  virtue  of  public  pet- 
mission  ;  and,  if  you  examine  the  position,  you 
virill  find  that,  whilst  the  right  to  seU  liquor 
locally  is  not  dealt  with  in  this  Bill,  under 
the    power  of   local    option    it    can    only  be 
carried  on  by  publio  petmission  granted  by 
the  Licensing  Committee.    And  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  liquor  cannot  be  manufactured  with- 
out  the    manufacturer   gets    public   permis- 
sion in  the  way  of  a  license  to  brew,  and  he 
may  not  sell  wholesale  unless  he  gets  a  whole- 
sale license  granted  to  him.     Every  form  of 
license,  and  all  forms  of  license  not  now  under 
the  popular  xsontrol,  are  Yeally  olvned  by  the 
electors  of  this  colony.     There  is  no  individual 
right  existing  in  connection  with  the  sale  of 
liquor— absolutely   none.      The  right  of   the 
oomn^unity  is  absolutely .  final.     The  licensing 
system  from  top  to  bottom  is  practically,  or 
actually,  existing  for  the  public  convenience, 
and  by  virtue  of  the  public  permission  or  autho- 


rity, and  all  we  are  proposing  under  this  BiU 
is  to  extend  the  principle  alrmdy  embodied  in 
licensing  legislation,  and  to  make  it  possible  for 
the  electors  of  the  colony,  in  whom  the  owner- 
ship of  the  liquor  traffic — ^root  and  branch — 
exists,  to  say  whether  they  will  have  it  in  any 
shape  or  form.    Now,  no  one  will  stand  ap  here 
to-night  and  say  the  electors  should  not  have 
the  power  to  vote  local  option.    I  do  not  think 
there  is  a  member  of  the  House  who  would  take 
away  from  the  people  the  power  of  local  option ; 
and,  if  the  argument  in  favour  of  vesting  the 
whole  control  of  the  liquor  traffic  up  to  (he 
point  of  extinction  within  the  electoral  ana  in 
the  electors  is  sound,  I  urge  it  is  equally  sound 
to  give  the  same  tribunal  the  power  to  say 
what  the  policy  of  the  colony  shall  be  in  regard 
to  this  matter.    I  do  not  think  that  point  will 
be  debated  very  severely.    The  disoosaion  will 
probably  centre  around  the  question  as  to  what 
majority  of  electors  shall  have  power  to  say 
whether  liquor   shall  be  manufisctored,    im- 
ported, or  sold ;   and  in  this  measure  I  have 
embodied  the  principle  of  the  bare  majority,  for 
the  reason  that  the  moment  you  depart  from 
that  jprinciple  it  seems  to  me  there  is  no  loacal 
stopping-plaoe.    If  it  is  not  right  for  a  bars 
majority    to    exercise   absolute    control    over 
the   liquor  traffic,    either   locally   or  from  a 
colonial  standpoint,   it  is  not  right   for  any 
majority  to  exercise  that  power.    The  moment 
you  depart  from  the  basis  we  have  laad  down 
for  the  government  of  this  colony,  of  manhood 
and  womanhood  sufirage,  and  oommenoe  to 
specify  what  percentage  of  voters  shall  oontiol 
tnis  system,  it  seems  to  me  you  depart  from 
principle.     The  man  who  says  the  naajartty 
shall  be  three-fifths  is  on  no  surer  grouDd  than 
be  who  says  seven-eighths  or  nine-tanUis,  and 
the  only  point  where  you  can  get  a  logical  basis 
for  the  principle  is  to  vest  the  control  in  a 
majority  of  the  electors.    It  is  no  less  than  an 
insult  to  a  hundred  thousand  of  the  most  in- 
dustrious and  intelligent  men  and  woman  in 
this  colony  to  say  that  three  of  their  Totes  on 
the  looal  option  questi^  is  only  worth  as  much 
as  two  votes  of  the  most  disreputable  men  you 
could  find  in  the  oolony .  When  you  depart  from 
a  bare  majority  you  immediately  get  mto  deep 
water.  Let  me  illustrate  this  argument.  I  say 
the  bare  majority  is  the  proper  majority,  not  only 
for  local  option  but  for  colonial  option,  and  the 
moment  you  say  the  bare  majority  should  not 
decide  you  take  up  the  position  of  saying  that 
one  man's  vote   is   not   worth   as  mnok  as 
another's  on  this  question,  and   you  largely 
hand  over  the  control  of  the  liquor  traffic  A 
this  oolony  to  the  most  worthless  elements  in 
our  population.      When  a  local -option   pell 
takes  place,  suppose,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
the  Premier,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and 
the  member  for  Riccarton  vote  no-license,  dray 
would  require  to  give  their  vote  for  no-lioense 
to  balance  the  votes  of  any  two  men  who  an 
constantly  before  the  Police  Courts,  and  an 
praotically  a  public  nuisance:  the  two  latter 
would  have  equal  voting  power  with  the  tluree 
former.     The  principle  cannot  be  defended. 
It   is   a   disoriminatiop   that   is   not  jostifi- 
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able,  when  you  have  already  decided  that 
the  basis  of  your  constitutional  machinery 
in  this  colony  shall  be  **  one  -  man  •  one- 
Tote."  If  I  were  to  follow  out  this  argu- 
ment during  the  whole  time  that  is  allotted  to 
me  I  could  not  put  it  more  forcibly.  I  say 
you  cannot  safely  depart  from  the  principle 
that  is  at  the  present  time  the  basis  of  the 
democracy  of  this  colony.  The  principles  of 
the  Bill,  apart  from  the  majority  question,  are 
identical  with  those  submitted  in  1895  and 
1896.  They  are  in  many  respects  similar  to 
what  are  now  operating  in  regard  to  ships  that 
arrive  in  the  colony.  One  honourable  member 
pointed  out  that  one  provision  was  very  drastic 
in  regard  to  the  sealing  up  of  all  liquors  on  the 
part  of  the  captain  of  a  vessel  when  the  vessel 
reaches  port,  in  the  event  of  colonial  prohibition 
being  carried.  The  reply  to  that  is,  that  is  prac- 
tically the  case  now.  When  a  ship  arrives  in  port 
the  stores  are  sealed  up  by  the  Customs  Depart- 
ment, and  the  seals  are  not  again  broken  till 
the  vessel  is  leaving  port.  The  details  of  the 
Bill  are  capable  of  a  great  deal  of  discussion, 
and  many  differences  of  opinion  will  exist  and 
will  be  expressed ;  but  I  would  urge  on  the 
House  to-night  to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  to  a 
vote,  so  as  to  find  out  what  is  the  opinion  of 
members  in  regard  to  the  right  of  the  people 
to  have  the  power  of  dealing  with  the  liquor 
traflSo  from  a  colonial  point  of  view.  Some 
members  are  opposed  to  a  bare  majority:  to 
those  I  say,  Let  it  go  to  a  vote,  and,  when  the 
Bill  is  in  Committee,  move  whatever  majority 

20U  may  think  proper;  but  1  urge  upon 
onourable  members  that  you  cannot  defend 
a  specific  majority  except  on  the  grounds  of 
expediency.  We  shall  be  told,  if  we  allow  a 
great  social  change  to  come  about  by  virtue  of 
the  decision  of  a  bare  majority,  the  change  will 
not  last — it  would  not  be  permanent.  That  is 
pnrely  a  matter  of  conjecture.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  many  who  have  thought  it  out  pretty  oare- 
fnlly — who  may,  however,  be  biassed  in  judg- 
ment— that,  if  colonial  option  is  carried  by 
a  bare  majority,  every  successive  vote  would 
give  an  increase,  as  it  has  done  before  in  this 
colony.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  Sydenham  and 
Olntha  the  successive  vote  ha^,  ever  since 
1891,  been  an  increase  in  favour  of  the  abolition 
of  all  licenses,  and  I  believe  that  would  be  the 
case  whether  the  majority  was  bare  or  three- 
fifths.  They  took  a  vote  inClutha  in  1894,  and 
carried  no-license  by  three-fifths.  In  1896, 
when  another  poll  was  taken  on  the  occasion  of 
a  general  election,  they  added  to  their  original 
vote.  In  Sydenham  a  similar  increased  vote 
was  recorded  against  licenses,  and  those  who 
are  urging  the  abolition  of  licenses  feel  con- 
vinced that,  instead  of  the  vote  fluctuating 
as  Eome  people  prophecy,  there  will  always 
be  an  increasing  vote.  This  is  a  matter 
of  conjecture  from  my  standpoint,  as  well 
as  from  the  standpoint  of  those  who  urge 
three-fifths  majority  as  a  basis  for  the  power. 
I  do  not  know  that  there  is  much  more  that  I 
desire  to  say.  I  presume  I  shall  have  an  op- 
portunity of  replying  to  criticisms  presently; 
but  the  Bill  does  not  propose  to  touch  a  single 


point  in  our  existing  licensing  legislation.  It 
does  not  deal  with  the  vexed  questions  raised 
in  the  Bill  introduced  last  year  by  the  member 
for  Dunedin,  and  it  is  purely  a  measure  to 
ascertain  the  opinion  of  this  House  as  to 
whether  or  not  we,  having  granted  the  power 
of  local  option,  are  not  in  consequence  of  that 
compelled  in  justice  to  grant  fuller  power 
to  the  people,  to  whom  the  whole  licensing 
system  belongs.  Under  the  Bill  the  local- 
option  system  goes  on  as  it  does  now.  An 
additional  question  will  be  put  on  the  ballot- 
paper  running,  "  I  vote  that  no  license  shall 
be  granted  in  the  colony."  The  other  vote 
has  relation  to  the  district — we  do  not  pro- 
pose to  touch  that.  And  if,  when  the  ballot- 
papers  come  to  Wellington,  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary finds  that  a  majority  of  the  votes  in  the 
colony  are  in  favour  of  no  license  being  granted 
in  the  colony,  then  the  manufacture  and  the 
importation  and  sale  of  liquor  for  beverage 
purposes  will  cease.  The  Bill  makes  provision 
for  the  individual  right  of  any  citizen  to  either 
manufacture  or  import  liquor  for  his  own  use, 

g  Q      but  it  forbids  him  either  to  import  it 
or  manufacture  it  for  barter  or  for  sale. 
The  contention  will,  no  doubt,  be  raised  that 
we  have  no  right  to  infringe  upon  the  liberty 
of  the  subject.    We  do  not  propose  to  do  that. 
The  liberty  of  the  individucJ  citizen  is  fully 
preserved  under  this  Bill.    The  only  matter 
we  do  propose  to  touch  is  the  right  to  sell ;  and 
the  right  to  sell  and  the  right  to  manufacture 
has  for  four  hundred  years  and  more,  under  the 
English  law,  been  vested  in  the  people  them- 
selves through    their   various    administrating 
bodies — Licensing  Committees  and  other  tri- 
bunals of  that  character.    So  that  I  urge  upon 
the  House  that  we  are  preserving  the  right  of 
the  individual;  but  the  interference  proposed 
with  the  present  state  of  things  is  that  the 
right  to  sell,  to  manufacture,  or  to  import  for 
sale  or  barter  is  placed  entirely  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  electors  of  the  colony.    The  other 
provisions  of  the  Bill  are  consequential  upon 
the  principle  I  have  referred  to ;  and, if  members 
of  the  House  are  of  opinion  that  the  electoral 
authorities    have  no  right   to   the   power   of 
colonial  option,  I  should  like  them  to  tell  the 
House  why  they  have  the  right  to  local  o]^tion. 
If  members  are  of  opinion  that  the  bare  majority 
feature  of  the  Bill  is  something  they  cannot 
support,  I  say  that  is  debatable  matter,  and  I 
recognise  that  amongst  the  most  ardent  advo- 
cates of  Prohibition  the  question  of  the  ma- 
jority is  keenly  debated.    We  have  amongst 
the    Prohibitionists    of   the    colony   a    largd 
minority  who  are  in  favour  of  a  bigger  majority 
than  a  bare  majority.    For  myself,  I  think  the 
contention  is  unsound,  but  that  is  a  question 
upon    which    members    will     hold    different 
opinions    and    express    them.    I    have  much 
pleasure  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wellington  City).— The 
honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  this  Bill  is 
to  be  complimented  upon  the  temperate  man- 
ner in  which  he  placed  his  views  before  the 
House;   and,  having  the  spirit  of  moderation 
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upon  him,  I  am  sure  be  will  not  find  fault  with 
those  of  us  who  differ  from  him  if  we  Tote 
against  the  Bill.  I « shall  vote  against  the  Bill 
for  one  main  reason — namely,  that  I  think  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  the  country  ought  not  to 
be  again  moved  to  a  state  of  oommotion  by  this 
question  being  raised  in  a  totally  unnecessary 
way.  The  question  has  been  elaborately  and 
exhauRtively  discussed  inside  and  outside  of 
this  House  for  very  many  years  past,  and  I  had 
hoped  that  we  had  arrived  at  a  settlement — 
possibly  a  settlement  not  satisfactory  to  all 
parties,  but  a  settlement  that  would  leave 
the  question  at  rest  for  many  years  to 
come.  But  the  honourable  gentleman,  and 
the  "  extremists  *'  who  think  with  him — 
I  do  not  use  the  word  '*  extremists "  at  all 
offensively — will  never  let  this  question  rest. 
They  are  enthusiasts  in  the  cause,  and  no  one 
can  take  exception  to  their  putting  forth  their 
views  on  every  possible  occasion.  But  we  ask 
for  rest,  and  the  more  rest  the  subject  gets  the 
better  it  will  be  for  the  general  public.  I  voted 
to  shelve  the  Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Bill  of 
1892, 1  think  it  was,  on  the  ground  that  further 
legislation  was  not  necessary,  for  I  held  that  if 
the  then  existing  laws  were  effectively  carried 
out  by  the  police  authorities— for  there  was 
the  weakness  —  further  legislation  was  not 
required.  The  licensing  laws  of  the  colony  are 
now  more  rigidly  enforced,  and,  with  the 
increased  police  supervision  now  exercised 
throughout  the  colony,  further  legislation  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  quite  unnecessary.  And, 
besides,  it  has  not  been  asked  for  by  the 
general  public.  Why  then,  Sir,  stir  up  new 
strife  and  agitation  ?  Now,  Sir,  I  have  taken 
my  share  heretofore  in  the  passing  of  useful 
restrictive  legislation  in  the  sale  of  alcoholic 
liquors.  I  voted  on  two  occasions,  it  may  in- 
terest the  honourable  gentleman  to  learn,  in 
favour  of  the  bare  majority.  That  was  in  1893 
{Eansard,  Vol.  81,  p.  281).  The  voting  upon  the 
question  was— Ayes,  48  ;  Noes,  10 ;  the  Noes 
being  Messrs.  Fisher,  Hogg,  W.  Hutchison, 
Meredith,  Newman,  Pinkerton,  Stout,  Tanner, 
Hall- Jones,  Harkness.  Now,  Sir,  1  shall  vote 
for  the  bare  majority  again— for  the  best  of  all 
reasons,  that  1  think  majorities  should  always 
rule.  Then,  in  1898,  I  succeeded  in  passing 
through  this  House  the  Intoxicating  Liquors 
(Supply  to  Children)  Bill,  a  Bill  preventing  the 
bale  of  intoxicating  liquors  to  children  under 
the  age  of  thirteen  years.  That  Bill  underwent 
certain  alterations  in  the  Upper  House,  and 
was  subsequently  incorporated  in  the  Alcoholic 
Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill  of  that  year.  The 
amendment  made  in  my  Bill  by  the  Legislative 
Council  was  not  satisfactory  to  me,  but  the 
provision  ultimately  adopted  was  the  best  I 
could  get  under  the  circumstances.  Then,  I 
introduced  the  Holding  of  Public  -  houses  by 
Brewers  Prohibition  Bill,  which  was  a  Bill 
to  prevent  brewers  holding  "tied"  houses, 
as  they  are  called.  Sir,  I  got  that  Bill 
through  its  second  reading,  and  as  far  as  the 
Committee  stage,  but  there  it  was  defeated.  I 
mention  these  matters  to  prove  that  I  have 
not  been  regardless  of  the  general  welfare  of 
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the  people,  and  that  I  have  done  my  best, 
according  to  my  judgment,  to  safeguard  their 
interests.    I  agree  with  the  views  expressed  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  upon  the  subject  oi 
local  option.    I  say  every  person  ought  to  have 
the  right  to  say  whether  a  publichouse  shall  be 
planted  down  in  contigoity  to  his  property  or 
not ;  but  whether  there    should    be    colonial 
option  or  local  option  is  a  question  very  much 
open  to  debate.    I  differ  from  the  honourable 
gentleman  upon  that  point.    I  think  that  one 
part  of  the  colony,  distant  from  another,  ought 
not  to  have  the  right   to   prescribe  what  it 
thinks  best  for  another  and  ^stant  part  of  the 
colony.    Would  it  be  fair,  for  instance,  for  the 
people  of  Clutha  to  say  what  we  in  Welliogton 
should  or  should  not  do;    or,  on   the  other 
hand,  ought  the  people  of  Wellington  to  have 
the  right  to  say  what  is  best  for  the  people  of 
Clutha.    That,  by  the  way.    I  think  this  sub- 
ject has  been  so  frequently  threshed  out,  and 
has  been  so  many  times  exhaustively  discussed 
in  this  House,  that  its  further  discussion  can 
only  lead  to  needless  and  undesirable  irritation. 
I  think  the  less  we  stir  the  matter  (he  better. 
The  Bill  is  quite  needless.    It  is  not  asked  for, 
and  I  shall  vote  against  it.    There  have  been 
no  abuses  which  the  law  cannot  grapple  with 
under  the  present  capable  and  more  efficient 
administration  of  the  law  by  the  police,  and 
on  all  these  grounds  I  think  the  Bill  should  be 
dropped.     When  the  time  comes,  I  shall  call  for 
a  division  and  vote  against  the  second  reading. 
Mr.    GILFEDDER   (Wallace).— My  reasons 
will  be  very  much  the  same  reasons  as  those 
given  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
City  (Mr.  Fisher),  but  my  conclusions  are  the 
very  opposite.    I  shall  support  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  measure,  with  the  hope  that  some 
amendments  will  be  made  in  Committee.    I 
have  all  along  advocated  that  we  should  have 
colonial  option  ;  and  while  I  have  advocated 
colonial  option,  I  have  recommended  the  sJboli- 
tion  of  the  local  option  poll.    I  say  that  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  liquor  should  be  sold 
in  the  colony  should  be  decided  by  the  whole 
people  of  the  colony  by  referendum,  and  on  the 
basis  of  the  bare  majority.    If  a  majority  of  the 
people  say  they  wish  to  have  licenses  in  the 
colony,  then  each  district  throughout  the  colony 
should  have  licenses ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
a  majority  of  the   electors  determine  that  we 
shall  have  no  licenses,  then  we  should  prevent 
the  importation  and  manufacture  of  alooholio 
liquors  altogether.    That  Intake  to  be  the  logical 
stand  that  any  one  who  has  the  interests  of 
the  colony  at  heart  must  take.    With  regiaid 
to    one    remark    made   by    the    member    for 
Christchurch  City  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing, it  seems  that  this  colonial -option  poll  is  to 
supersede  the  local-option  poll  in  one  dizection 
only — that  is  to  say,  that  in  the  event  of  a 
majority  in  the  colony  being  in  favour  of  "  no- 
license,"  Prohibition  will   be  carried  for  the 
whole  colony,  and  the  local-option  poll  will 
be  ignored.    I  would  like  to  see  the  measure 
cut  both  ways,  and  totally  supersede  the  local 
option.    I  may  say,  with  regard  to  the  liquor 
question,  I  take  up  a   position   very   mach 
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ftkm  to  that  taken  up  by  the  hononrable  I 
member  for  Christcburoh  City  in  this  House : 
I  neither  favour  the  Prohibition  party  nor  can 
J.  claim  kindred  in  every  respeot  with  tbe  liquor 
Uade.  My  position,  then,  is  one  of  absolute 
neutrality  in  that  respeot.  I  am  in  favour  of 
State  control  of  liquor  on  the  Gothenburg 
fljstem,  and  if  Prohibition  should  be  secured, 
aad  afterwards  a  restoration  of  licenses  be  car- 
ried, I  should  be  in  favour  of  the  introduction 
of  the  Gothenbjirg  system  in  New  Zealand.  I 
shall  have  very  much  pleasure  in  supporting 
4ha  second  residing  of  this  Bill,  and  for  the 
veason  I  have  stated :  that  any  amendments 
we  may  consider  necessary  will  be  incorporated 
in  the  BiU  in  Gommiktee. 

Mr.  B.  MoKEKZIE  (Motueka).  — The 
honourable  member  for  Gbristohurch  City  (Mr. 
Taylor)  has  this  evening  made  the  only  reason- 
Able  speech  which  I  have  heard  him  make  in 
this  House,  and  I  think  this  is  the  first  occa- 
sion I  have  been  able  to  compliment  him  upon 
his  remarks.  I  wish  to  point  out  this,  however, 
that  the  honourable  member  said  that  no 
liquor  could  be  manufactured  in  the  colony 
without  a  Government  license.  I  would  ask 
the  honourable  member  if  he  has  ever  heard 
of  liowry  Bay  ?  I  can  assure  him,  also,  that 
in  the  City  of  Christcburoh  liquor  is  manufac- 
tured without  a  Government  license.  I  agree 
with  many  of  the  provisions  of  this  Bill,  and  I 
am  going  to  support  the  second  reading.  The 
hare  majority  is  a  principle  that,  I  think,  every 
member  of  this  House  ought  to  support  in  rela- 
tion to  this  or  any  other  question.  This  is 
veasonable  and  logical,  and  I  am  quite  sure,  if 
the  honourable  member  will  only  act  reason- 
ably and  fairly  to  the  people  of  the  colony,  he 
will  get  a  great  deal  more  support  for  this 
measure.  As  to  colonial  option,  I  think  it 
ought  to  be  a  question  of  colonial  option  or  not. 
Jjocal  option  is  of  no  earthly  use  in  the  colony. 
If  you  have  no  licenses  in  one  district,  and 
licenses  in  the  adjoining  district,  you  will  get 
what  you  have  in  the  United  States — ^namely, 
liquor  on  one  side  of  tbe  street  and  prohibition 
on  the  other  side.  We  do  not  want  that  in  the 
oolony.  I  do  not  think  I  shall  live  long  enough 
Xo  see  Prohibition  in  this  colony,  but,  at  the 
«ame  time,  I  recog:niBe  that  the  regulation  of 
the  liquor  traffic  is  necessary.  I  am  quite 
willing  to  allow  the  electors  of  the  colony  to 
deoide  by  a  bare  majority  whether  there  shall 
he  licenses  or  no  licenses.  The  honourable 
member  proposes  to  put  three  questions  to  the 
electors — ^namely,  whether  licenses  shall  con- 
tinue as  they  are,  whether  they  shall  be  re- 
duced, or  whether  there  shall  be  no  licenses. 
To  be  logical,  the  electors  should  also  have  the 
right  to  say  whether  the  number  of  licenses 
^ould  be  increased.  I  think  one  of  the  biggest 
mpnopolies  in  the  colony  at  the  present  time  is 
(the  brewing  monopoly.  The  honourable  mem- 
her,  in  some  respects,  is  working  in  favour  of 
that  monopoly.  If  the  honourable  member 
wishes  to  be  reasonable  and  logical,  he  will  give 
the  people  an  opportunity  of  saying  whether 
they  are  in  favour  of  increasing  or  reducing  the 
number  of  licenses. 


Mr.  MONK  (Waitemata).— I  hardly  like  to 
give  a  silent  vote  on  this  question.  I  was  re- 
turned to  this  House  pledged  to  disallow,  as  far 
as  I  possibly  could,  any  interference  with  the 
present  regulation  ana  control  of  the  liquor 
traffic  either  one  way  or  the  other,  in  the  belief 
that  frequent  legislative  interference  has  serious 
evils.  Further  than  that,  I  gave  a  pledge  that 
I  could  not,  under  any  circumstances,  support 
any  measure  dealing  with  Prohibition,  except- 
ing on  the  principle  of  the  three-fifths  majorityi 
and  I  have  What  I  believe  to  be  very  strong 
reasons  for  having  that  opinion.  I  believe,  if 
we  consented  to  carry  Pronibition  in  this  colony 
by  a  bare  majority,  it  is  so  interwoven  with  our 
conventional  usages  that  we  would  put  the 
country  into  a  turmoil,  and  introduce  social 
strife,  in  which  public  opinion  might  be  so 
nearly  divided  as  to  result  in  such  political 
alternations  as  would  be  prejudicial  to  the 
general  welfare.  I  have  argued  that  Pro- 
hibition— the  disuse  of  intoxicating  liquor — 
is  a  matter  that  must  come  by  culture 
and  training  in  the  people  themselves;  it  is 
a  reform  that  should  not  be  forced  on  the 
people  until  there  is  an  overwhelming  majority 
m  its  favour ;  and,  though  I  think  it  would  be 
a  benefit  if  no  drink  was  used  in  the  colony 
except  for  medicinal  purposes,  I  recognise  that 
it  is  so  woven  in  our  institutions — so  much  a 
matter  of  common  use — that  any  attempt  to 
carry  such  a  drastic  regulation  as  this  Bill  is 
by  a  bare  majority  would  enlist  the  antagonism 
of  those  who  practise  the  moderate  use  of  in- 
toxicants— what  I  may  call  the  temperance 
portion  of  the  population — who,  in  resentment 
at  what  they  deem  interference  with  their 
personal  liberty,  would  throw  themselves  on  the 
side  of  the  liquor  traffic.  And  there  is  another 
matter,  too,  Mr.  Speaker.  I  believe  that  at 
the  last  election  there  was  a  large  section  of 
the  community  throughout  the  colony  who,  in 
their  desire  to  secure  reforms  in  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors,  provoked  on  the  part  of 
another  powerful  section  of  the  community — 
a  powerful  monetary  influence— such  a  great 
feeling  of  contention  that  the  welfare  of  the 
colony  wa4  lost  in  the  feeling  that  solely  their 
trade  was  their  politics ;  and  I  believe  the 
political  condition  of  this  House  would  have 
been^ifferent  from  what  it  is  had  it  not 
been  for  the  extreme  contention  betwixt  the 
Prohibitionists  and  the  licensed  victuallers, 
which  in  many  instances  brought  results  that 
I  deplore,  and  for  that  reason  I  desire  a  dif- 
ferent measure  from  that  proposed  in  this  Bill. 
I  am,  at  the  same  time,  strongly  adverse  to 
the  Gothenburg  system — to  any  system  that 
merely  trifles  with  the  traffic  that  brings  so 
much  suffering  into  our  country,  and  through 
which  so  many  of,  perhaps,  the  choicest  mem- 
bers of  the  State  become  so  helplessly  worth- 
less: and  we  must  all  deprecate  it  in  the 
interests  of  the  State,  and,  with  a  feeling  of 
true  patriotism,  desire  to  support,  as  far  as  we 
possibly  can,  any  influence. or  any  regulation 
that  vnll  help  to  promote  the  practice  of 
temperance.  But,  Sir,  let  it  be  announced 
that  by  a  bare  majority  we  are  to  have  colonial 
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eption^with  tbe  laige  sway  that  this  traffic 
baa  on  our  oommanal  life,  a&d  it  would  excite 
iitoh  a  feeling  of  oontentton  that  tbe  very  im- 
portant interests  of  tbe  colony  would  be  for- 
gotten in  the  effort  to  place  in  this  House 
members  merely  as  supporters  of  the  licensed 
▼iotuallers  trade  of  this  colony;  and  I 
do  not  think  that  many  of  the  supporters 
of  the  liquor  traffic  would  like  to  see  such 
absolute  selfishness  ruling  the  order  of  things 
in  our  Parliament.  Therefore,  I  shall  not  vote 
for  this  Bill,  and  cannot  support  any  proposal 
that  does  not  include  the  principle  of  a  three- 
fifths  majority.  If  the  honourable  member 
wants  instcmces  of  where  people  rule,  and  where 
the  bare  majority  is  not  thought  desirable,  and 
where  a  substaniial  majority  has  brought  much 
benefit  to  a  great  country,  I  would  refer  him  to 
the  United  States.  There  only  a  three-fourths 
majority  can  bring  about  amendments  and 
ohcmge  its  constitution.  Many  of  the  measures 
we  are  iutroduciog  here,  and  which  I  have  cm 
earnest  conviction  will  be  ultimately  to  the 
detriment  of  the  country,  would  be  impossible 
in  America,  because  any  reform  of  its  constitu- 
tion has  to  be  carried  by  large  majorities ;  and 
here  is  an  influence — so  inwrought  with  the 
common  practice  of  the  people,  and  which  is 
observed  oy  such  a  very  large  portion  of  the 
population — that,  if  we  say  it  is  to  be  abolished 
by  a  bare  majority,  we  should  enlist  on  the 
side  of  this  traffic  those  who  are  now  moderate, 
and  who  do  not  practise  any  impropriety  in  its 
ordinary  use. 

Mr.  GARNGROSS  (Taieri).— I  have  not  many 
words  to  say,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  give  a  silent 
Vote  on  this  question.  I  shall  support  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  because  I  believe 
the  people  should  be  accorded  an  opportunity 
of  recoi^ng  a  vote  on  the  matter  of  coloniid 
bpUon ;  but  I  do  not  think  the  Bill  is  drafted  as 
ft  should  be,  inasmuch  as  it  proposes  colonial 
option  and  district  option  as  well.  I  would 
like  to  abolish  district  option  entirely.  The 
member  for  Motueka  referred  to  America  as 
t)etng  a  country  in  which,  with  district  local 
option,  they  had  liquor  on  one  side  of  the 
street  and  prohibition  on  the  other.  We  have 
almost  exactly  the  same  state  of  affairs  in  New 
Zealand,  and  it  is  very  unsatisfactory.  There- 
fore, if  I  support  colonial  option,  it  would 
only  be  on  the  condition  that,  in  Com- 
mit fcee,  we  abolish  district  option.  On  this 
grotind,  I  am  in  favour  of  colonial  option. 
To-night  we  have  heard  the  argument  used 
that  the  matter  of  regulating  tbe  liquor  traffic 
should  be  decided  by  a  bare  majority.  More 
than  one  speaker  ha^  expressed  the  opinion 
that  this  is  a  proper  and  satisfactory  way  of 
settling  it.  It  is  argued  that  a  bare  majority 
Tote  should  decide  the  question  of  the  liquor 
-traffic  because  a  bare  majority  elects  a  man  to 
this  House.  I  do  not  think  that  is  a  sound 
argument  at  all.  I  do  not  think  the  two 
positions  are  on  the  same  basis.  It  is  quite 
true  a  majority  of  one  may  elect  a  man  to  be 
a  member  of  this  House,  but  when  he  is  re- 
turned he  is  incapable  of  doing  anything  for 
good  or  evil,  except  after  a  long  process.  If  he 
Mr,  Monk 


wishes  to  amend  our  legislation,  he  has  io  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill,  get  it  through  its  first 
and  second  reading,  then  into  Gonmuttee, 
where  it  goes  through  the  same  prooess,  and^ 
after  that,  it  has  to  be  read  a  third  time ;  and 
the  same  long  prooess  has  afterwards  to  be  goae 
through  in  the  Gouncil.  All  that  has  to  be  doaA 
before  this  man,  returned  by  a  bare  majoriiy; 
can  do  anything  that  will  have  an  effect  opon 
our  laws  or  social  conditions.  But  under  the 
local  option  proposals,  perhaps  jipon  the  swing 
of  one  vote,  it  is  proposed  to  place  it  in  the 
power  of  people  to  destroy  at  one  fell  swoo^ 
the  value  of  an  enormous  amount  of  property 
throughout  the  colony.  Well,  Six,  to  take 
away  the  value  of  hundreds  of  thoueands  of 
pounds'  worth  of  property  by  perhaps  a  mere 
chance  majority  of  one  vote  surely  is  not  apoo 
the  same  footing  as  the  return  of  a  man  to  this 
House.  For  these  reasons  I  have  always  been 
opposed  to  the  question  of  a  bare  majority.  I 
am  quite  well  aware  there  may  be  »  few  who 
take  my  opinion  as  somewhat  illogioal,  but  I 
do  not  see  ihat  it  is.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ghristchurch  City  says  that,  if  we  sup- 
port a  three-fifths  majority,  vre  might  as  wSnt 
support  any  other  majority.  That  is  absolutely 
true ;  but,  in  supporting  the  three-fifths  ma^ 
jority,  I  fall  back  on  the  ailment  oommonly 
used  that  it  is  neceesary  there  should  be  an  em-> 
phatic  expression  of  public  opinion  on  a  ques- 
tion of  such  importance  as  the  one  now  before 
us.  If  colonial  or  local  option  were  carried  by 
a  very  narrow  majority,  there  oannot  be  the 
slightest  doubt  that  one  section  of  the  oom^ 
munity  would  be  at  the  throat  of  the  other 
section  for  three  years,  making  ready  tot 
another  battle -royal,  which  would,  perhaps, 
reverse  the  previous  verdict.  If  it  is  desirable 
to  have  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the  ques- 
tion, it  should  be  by  a  substantial,  satisf^otoiy^ 
and  decided  majority,  and  one  which  yon  eonld 
not  expect  to  see  reversed  in  a  short  tbne.  sueh 
a  majority  as  would  give  it  a  fair  and  ii«pifc>fc^i 
trial.  People  would  then  have  the  opportunity 
of  appreciating  whatever  benefits  nught  come 
from  the  new  condition  of  affairs.  It  was  a 
three-fifths  majority  that  carried  no-license  in 
Clutha.  Had  it  not  been  a  three-fifths  ma- 
jority, but  only  a  bare  majority,  the  ehanoss 
are  that  verdict  would  have  been  reversed  by 
this  time.  That  is  my  opinion— I  may  be 
wrong,  but  that  is  the  opinion  I  hold.  A 
Q  Q^  member  interjects  that  in  the  Glntha 
^'^^'  the  Prohibition  vote  increasedin  1896; 
that  is  so,  but  the  original  decision  had  beea 
secured  by  a  three-fifths  majority.  Had  ft 
been  secured  by  only  a  bare  majority,  I  have 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  influences  would 
have  been  brought  to  bear  in  that  small  dis- 
trict that  would  have  upset  the  decision.  I  do 
not  believe  in  Prohibition  at  all,  although  I 
intend  to  record  my  vote  in  favour  of  this  Bill 
for  colonial  option.  I  have  never  yet  been  eon- 
vinoed  that  Prohibition  does  prohilut.  I  have 
read  a  good  deal  on  the  point,  and  all  tbe  read- 
ing I  have  indulged  in  oniihe  subject,  and  all 
the  works  written  by  those  who  have  bed 
ample  opportunities  of  judging  as  to  the  effect 
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of  Prohibition  In  various  parts  of  the  world, 
brings  me  to  the  conclasion  that  Prohibition 
does    not   prohibit*    bat   simply    brings   into 
eziittenoe  a  system  of  illicit  trading.     That  is 
undoubtedly  the  condition  of   affairs  in   the 
district  in  this  colony  where  no  •  license   has 
been  carried.    I  look  upon  it  as  a  very  unsatis- 
factory condition    of   affairs.    We    all   know 
what  prevails  in  the  Clutha  at  present.    It  is 
said  to  be  a  no-license  district,  but  there  is  no 
person   who    has  ever  travelled   through  the 
Glutha  with  his  eyes  open  who  does  not  know 
full  well  that  liquor  is  just  as  easily  got  there 
now  as  in  the  past — that  is,  if  a  man  knows  the 
run  of  the  ropes.    There  may  be  more  difficulty 
in  obtainiog  it  than  there  was  in  the  past— I 
admit  that — but  I  say  it  is  far  better  to  have 
people  goiug  into  hotels  openly  for  their  liquor 
than  to  find  them  sneaking  round  by  the  back 
door,  and  resorting  to  all  kinds  of  deception,  in 
order  to  obtain  liquor.    I  think  this  is  an  un- 
satisfactory condition  of  affairs,  and  it  brings 
about  on  immoral  condition  of  things.    I  have 
heard  it  stated  here  to-night  by  one  speaker 
that  he  thinks  the  Qothenburg  system  is  not 
worth  a  trial,  and  would   be   merely  trifling 
with  the  subject.    However,  I  am  in  favour 
of  giving  it  a  trial.    In  my  opinion,  that  is 
the  first  step  to  take  in  order  to  bring  about 
Teform.     I  believe  that  when   we  bring  the 
trade  under  municipal  control,  or  under  the 
control  of  some  looal  body,  we  shall  have  taken 
a  far  greater  step  in  advance  in  encouraging 
temperance  amongst  the  people  than  we  have 
done  by  all  our  efforts  to  bring  about  prohi- 
bition.   The  evils  of  the  liquor  trade — and,  of 
coarse,  we  all  admit  them,  no  matter  to  what 
side  of  politics  a  man  belongs  or  may  take 
with  regard  to  this  question  of  prohibition — ^we 
mast  aJl  admit  that  there  are  great  and  serious 
evils  connected  with  the  drink  traffic.    No  one 
can  deny  that;  but  I  believe  that  the  groat 
mass  of  those  evils  aro  brought  about  by  the 
iUioit  trade  that  is  done  after  hours,  by  the  ille- 
gitimate trade  carried  on  that  has  been  to  a 
certain  ezient  brought  about  by  our  legislation 
here.    I  intend  to  go  more  fully  into  that  later 
on ;  but  a  deal  of  this  illicit  trade  is  brought 
about  in  the  endeavour  on  the  part  of  the 
landlords  to  gain  the  money  to  pay  the  heavy 
ronts  for  their  promises.    In  order  to  make 
their  business  pay  they  have  to  sell  whenever 
and  wherover  they  can,  under  all  sorts  of  con- 
ditions, illicit  or  otherwise.    Now,  if  the  trade 
were  under  municipal  control,  nobody  would 
be  placed  in  a  position  of  making  gains  by 
selling  after  hours,  but  a  man  managing  a 
hotel  under   these    conditions  would   simply 
have  his  fixed  wage,  and  the  hour  for  closing 
would  also  be  fixed ;  so  that  it  would  be  en- 
tirely   to   his    advantage    to   close    his  hotel 
promptly  at  the  legal  closing-hour,  and  con- 
duct the  business  honestly.     He  would  have 
no  inducement  to  sell  to  drunken  people,  or  to 
sell  after  hours,  and  he  would  not  run  the 
risk  of  destroying  his  business,  as  there  would 
be  no  profit  to  be  gained  by  illicit  trading. 
Therafare  I  think  the  (Gothenburg  system,  if 
adopted  by  this  country,  .would  be  a  very  great 


advance  on  our  prosent  system,  and  it  would 
tend  much  more  to  bring  about  an  increase  of 
temperance  amongst  the  people  than  the  scheme 
we  have  been  trying  to  bring  into  operation 
in  the  shape  of  prohibition.  My  opinion  is 
that  wherover  prohibition  has  been  tried  it 
has  been  a  failure.  It  was  stated  in  the  course 
of  this  debate  that  by  our  legislation  in  the- 
direction  of  proventing  "  tied  "  houses  we  had 
created  a  very  great  monopoly ;  and  there  ia 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  we  have  done  so. 
In  all  good  faith  in  the  year  1895  we  passed  a 
clause  in  the  Licensing  Act  that  we  thought 
would  have  the  effect  of  abolishing  **  tied  '^ 
houses  in  New  Zealand.  That  clause  has  not 
had  that  effect.  On  the  contrary,  we  have 
driven  the  hotelkeepers  into  the  hands  of  the^ 
browers,  until  at  the  present  time  we  have  the 
most  gigantic  monopoly  ever  known  in  New 
Zealand,  and  it  has  reached  such  a  stage 
that  before  very  long  we  shall  be  compelled 
to  have  legislation  to  try  and  bring  about  a 
better  condition  of  affairs.  Thero  is  no  in- 
ducement for  men  to  keep  high-class  hotels- 
in  order  to  be  able  to  afford  accommodation 
of  a  proper  kind  to  travellers;  in  fact,  all 
they  have  to  do  now  is  to  carry  on  their  trade 
for  the  brewer.  So  long  as  they  can  carry 
on  a  sufficient  trade  to  pay  the  brewer'a 
rent  that  is  all  the  brewer  wishes,  and  that 
is  really  all  they  have  to  do.  These  are  my 
opinions.  I  have  stated  I  shall  support  the 
second  roading,  because  I  support  the  colonial 
local- option  clause.  But,  if  you  are  to  have 
district  option  in  addition,  then  I  shall  in 
Committee  rooord  my  vote  against  it.  Before 
I  sit  down  I  might  remark  that  I  think  thia 
is  just  about  the  most  temperate  debate  we 
have  had  in  the  House  on  the  liquor  question^ 
and  I  think  this  has  been  due  to  the  ju- 
dicious and  argumentative  manner  in  which 
the  question  was  introduced  by  the  honourabla 
member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr.  Taylor). 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  (Riccarton).— I  cannot 
allow  this  Bill  to  go  to  a  second  roading  with* 
out  stating  my  position  in  regard  to  it,  and  in- 
dicating in  a  few  words  what  I  think  generally 
on  the  question  of  the  liquor  traffic.  I  think 
the  honourable  member  who  brought  this  Bill 
forward  did  so  in  a  temperate  nuainer,  which 
gained  the  rospeot  of  the  House ;  but  it  would 
be  paying  him  a  very  bad  compliment  to  vote 
for  this  fiill  simply  on  that  ground,  or  on  any 
other  ground  than'  because  one  believed  in  its 
principles.  I  certainly  do  not  believe  in  the 
main  principles  of  the  Bill.  I  never  was  a  Pro- 
hibitionist. And  my  position  with  regard  to 
the  local -option  question  is  this :  that  it  has 
become  the  law  of  the  land,  and  I  assured  my 
constituents  that  I  would  give  that  law  a  fair 
show,  and  see  that  it  had  fair-play,  and  that 
the  law  placed  on  the  statute-book  should  have 
effect  given  to  it.  Now,  Sir,  the  main  prin- 
ciples that  are  embodied  in  this  Bill  are  those 
I  cannot  vote  for,  and  I  hold  it  wrong  to  vote 
for  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  while  disagree- 
ing with  the  main  features.  The  principal 
feature  of  the  Bill  is  the  addition  to  the 
existing  law  of  what  is  hero  called  **  colonial 
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option."  Well,  Sir,  I  do  nofc  think  thftt  colonial 
option  is  poBsible,  and  to  attempt  the  imprac- 
ticable  is  misohievous.  I  think  it  would  be  a 
change  attended  ivith  very  considerable  ills.  I 
believe,  myself,  that  in  smaller  spheres  local 
option  has  been,  and  must  be,  attended  with 
considerable  evils  in  giving  effect  to  it.  One 
efifect  it  has  is  that  in  addition  to  having  people 
drinkers  it  makes  them  law-breakers.  That 
has  a  very  evtl  effect  upon  the  population  as  a 
whole.  That  is  my  belief.  Well,  Sir,  as  I  say, 
the  main  feature  of  the  Bill  is  the  addition  of 
this  question  of  colonial  option,  and  the  other 
main  feature  of  the  Bill  is  the  bare  majority. 
I  do  not  believe  in  the  bare  majority  any  more 
than  I  do  in  the  addition  of  this  question  of 
colonial  option,  for  the  reasons  that  were  put 


forward  by  the  honourable  member  who 
just  sat  down.  I  think  the  provision  of  a 
three-fifths  majority  gives  a  stability  to  the 
position  which  is  very  desirable;  and  the 
requirement  of  the  same  majority  to  reverse 
the  position  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  that 
a  fair  opportunity  will  be  given  of  a  trial 
to  the  experiment  whenever  local  option  has 
asserted  itself  and  has  been  brought  into 
operation  in  the  colony.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  regulation  of  the  liquor  question  is  in 
an  unsatisfactory  condition  generally.  No 
reasonable  man  can  deny  that  the  prohibition 
movement  represents  largely  the  feeling  of  the 
country  that  something  has  to  be  done  to 
remedy  what  are  really  crying  evils  in  respect 
to  the  liquor  traffic  in  the  country.  And  I 
believe,  myself,  that  no  good  proposals  will  be 
carried  in  this  House  until  the  Government  of 
the  country  has  determined  what  steps  shall  be 
taken  to  put  the  liquor  traffic  on  a  more  equit- 
able basis.  The  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  will  see  that  he  and  I  diverge 
altogether  at  this  point.  He  will  not  deal  with 
the  liquor  traffic  on  any  basis  whatever  which 
recognises  the  necessity  of  its  existence.  I 
believe  it  has  to  be  dealt  with  and  controlled, 
and  regulated;  and  you  will  merely  invite 
greater  evils  if  you  try  to  e£fect  what  is  imprac- 
ticable, and  seek  to  impose  on  the  people  what 
cannot  be  enforced.  Sir,  there  are  many  points 
In  respect  of  which  it  seems  to  me  there  might 
be  a  very  considerable  improvement  in  the 
administration  of  the  law,  even  as  it  now 
stands.  There  is  no  doubt  the  member  for 
Christchuroh  City  is  largely  responsible  for  that 
which,  I  believe,  will  effect  a  considerable  re- 
form— the  exposure  of  the  condition  of  the 
Police  Department,  and  of  the  faulty  attitude 
taken  up  by  that  department  in  relation  to  the 
liquor  traffic  in  the  past.  I  believe  more  will 
be  done  in  the  same  direction,  and  I  have  great 
hopes  that  the  reforms  now  being  effected  will 
bring  about  a  salutary  improvement.  Sir,  the 
liquor  traffic  is  one  of  those  questions  that  I 
regret  exceedingly  has  been  allowed  to  enter 
into  and  be  mixed  up  with  politics.  My  own 
belief  is  that  we  should  follow  here  what  is  the 
tendency  at  Home ;  that  is  to  say,  this  should 
be  no  party  question.  We  should  not  have  to 
go  to  the  country  with  it  as  a  disturbing  ele- 
ment, or  have  politicians  playing  for  the  votes 
Mr,  EolUston 


of  the  Prohibitionists  on  the  one  side  aandi  for 
the  votes  of  the  publicans  on  the  other.  Ths 
result  of  that  course  is  very  deleterious  to 
the  public  interest.  What  I  would  like  to  see 
would  be  a  suitable  Qrand  Committee,  con- 
sisting of  the  most  thoughtful  men  of  both 
Houses,  sitting  upon  this  qnestion,  taking  evi« 
dence  upon  it,  and  really  determining  what 
could  be  done  to  improve  the  position  of  the 
liquor  traffic.  That,  I  think,  is  a  resalt  that 
ought  be  brought  about  by  any  Qovemment 
that  was  in  earnest  about  it,  and  they  might 
initiate  the  legislation  that  would  naUuaUy 
follow  upon  the  result  of  the  consnltatlonB  of 
A  Committee  of  that  kind.  There  has  recently 
been  a  Commission  sitting  at  Home  to  investi- 
gate this  question.  I  have  seen  the  report  of 
that  Commission. 

Mr.  PIRANI. — There  are  several  reports. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Well,  the  one  that  hu 
recently  been  brought  out. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— There  are  three  reports. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Yes,  there  are;  I  know 
of  two,  at  any  rate— one  a  minority  report.  I 
think  it  is  a  great  pi^  that  thts  House  and  the 
country  are  not  put  in  possession  of  the  results 
of  that  Commission.  So  far  as  I  have  read  the 
reports,  the  Committee  has  made  some  very 
admirable  suggestions,  some  of  which  might  be 
adopted  in  this  country ;  and  I  hope  the  Go- 
vernment, who  do  not  seem  to  intoid  to  inform 
the  House  of  their  view  on  this  question— I 
hope  the  Government  will,  at  any  rate 

Mr.  HALL-JONES.- Read  the  Government 
Bill  of  1896. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  thank  you.  I  was 
saying  this :  that  I  hope  the  Govemment  will 
give  us  the  opportunity  of  reading  some  of  the 
valuable  documents  that  have  recently  beea 
brought  out  upon  the  subject.  The  Minister 
of  Marine  tells  us  he  will  give  us  that  report, 
and  I  hope  it  will  be  placed  on  the  table*  I 
have  said  what  I  have  with  an  earnest  desire 
to  see  something  done  for  the  regulation  of  this 
traffic.  But  it  cannot  be  done  by  the  Bill  of 
a  private  member,  and  I  do  not  believe  there 
will  be  any  practical  result  in  that  direotion 
during  this  session.  I  shall  be  glad  if  we  get  a 
Committee  set  up,  and  go  aa  near  a  oondnsion 
as  we  can,  not,  as  I  think,  on  the  basis  d 
prohibition,  but  on  the  basis  of  dealing  fairly 
with  all  the  different  interests  conoemed. 

Mr.  SYMES  (Egmont).— I,  like  other  honour- 
able gentlemen,  cannot  allow  this  vote  %o  be 
taken  without  expressing  my  views  on  the 
matter.  I  have  considered  for  many  yeaa 
past  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have 
some  amendment  of  our  present  Alcoholic 
Liquors  Sale  Control  Act.  I  have  always 
advocated  colonial  prohibition  by  tiie  bare 
majority  of  the  electors.  I  have  done  tiie 
same  with  regard  to  this  as  any  otiier  measure 
— namely,  that  majorities  should  rule.  Some 
honourable  gentlemen  have  said  this  ooold  not 
be  carried  into  effect.  Why  ?  Other  mearans 
which  have  been  passed  into  law  have  been  car- 
ried into  effect,  and  why  should  not  this  also  f 
I  say  it  should  be  treated  precisely  the  same  as 
any  other  measure,  by  the  hare  majority.  Local 
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option  I  oould  not  support  upon  any  majority 
whatever.    First,  the  local  option  would  not 
xeduoe  the  drinking  one  iota.    In  my  opinion, 
it  would  increase  it  very  considerably,  and  for 
ibis  reason :  We  know  that  the  people  in  small 
towns  olose  together  or  within  a  veiy  reason- 
j«l>le  distance  from  each  other,  at  any  rate  on 
•Sundays,  would  travel  the  three  miles  out  of 
one  district   into   the  other  in  order  to  get 
^rink.     We  know  now  that  the  people  who  are 
-determined  to  have  it  will  go  a  considerable 
•distance   in   order   to   get   it,   and   therefore 
I  say  the  efiect  of   local   option  would  not 
be  to  decrease  drinking  one  iota,  but,  in  my 
opinion,  would  increase  it.    Then,  again,  in  my 
opinion,  local  option  is  legalised  robbery,  be- 
oause  it  is  robbing  one  man  to  enrich  another. 
While  you  are  taking  away  the  value  of  the 
hotel  property  in  the  particular  district  for 
-^hioh  you  get  local  option,  you  are  by  that 
'Very  means  enriching  the   man  who  is  only 
«  short  distance  away  but  outside  the  local- 
option  district.    Therefore  you  would  be  rob- 
bing the  other  man  of  his  property,  and  you 
would  not  achieve  a  reduction  of  the  liquor 
traffic.    Now,  in  my  opinion,  the  law  as  it 
ozists  at  the  present  time  has  created  one  of 
the  greatest  monopolies  in  the  Oolony  of  New 
Zealand.     There    has    been    nothing   in    the 
oolony  within  the  past  few  years — at  least, 
over  since  the  Act  was  passed— that  has  been 
80  well  **  farmed  "  as  the  hotels.    It  has  created 
«  gambling  spirit  in  connection  with  the  hotel 
l>U8ine8s.    There  are  men  who  have  done  no- 
thing else  but  *'  farm  "  hotels.    They  have  made 
fortunes  in  that  way.    Some  of  them  have  had 
AS  many  as  half  a  dozen  hotels  in  their  hands, 
doing  nothing  to  them,  and  have  been  putting 
in  people  to  keep  them  going  in  order  to  take 
.advantage  of  a  rise — and  thev  always  do  rise  in 
value.    I  have  seen  houses  bought  within  the 
past  six  years  for  as  low  as  £400,  and  within 
.  the  last  year  sold  for  £2,000 ;  and  nothing  in 
.  the  world  could  enable  them  to  do  that  ez- 
oepting  this  monopoly,  and  I  always  will  vote 
gainst  anything  which  will  create  a  monopoly. 
I  say  this  is  one  of  the  things  tiiat  should 
be  stopped,  if  it  is  possible  to  do  it.    Then, 
jkgain,  many  people  have  said  that  people  may 
be  seen  walking  out  of  the  hotels  at  all  sorts  of 
bours  during  the  night  and  on  Sundays,  but 
-they  never  say  a  word  about  the  clubs.    Why, 
£ir,  at  the  clubs  liquor  can  be  got  at  any  hour 
of  the  day  or  night,  and  on  Sundays  preciselv 
the  same  as  any  other  day.    These  clubs  roo 
the  towns  in  which  they  are  situated.    They 
pay  only  £5  or  £10  for  their  charter,  while  the 
hotels  pay  £40  to  £45  for  their  licenses,  and  in 
.  jnany  cases  there  is  more  drinking  in  one  club 
than  in  all  the  hotels.    I  have  seen  a  club 
where  more  people  congregate  together  drink- 
ing than  in  all  the  hotels  of  the  town,  and 
I  speak  now  of  a  town  of  considerable  size, 
which  contains  eight  or  nine  hotels ;  and  the 
olob  takes   more   money  in  one  night  than 
aU  the  hotels  put  together.     It  is  absolutely 
,  unfair,  putting  it  merely  from  a  business  point 
.of  view,  to  the  hotels,  which  have  to  contri- 
bute to  the  revenue  of  the  town,  forcing  them 


to  pay  £40  or  £45,  and  giving  the  club  a 
license  or  /sharter  for  from  £5  to  £10.  Sir, 
I  have  always  opposed  club  charters,  and  I 
always  will.  Some  honourable  gentleman  sug- 
l^ested  that  the  liquor  question  should  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  local  bodies,  but  I  am 
afraid  if  that  were  done  the  evil  would  be  in- 
tensified. In  the  old  days,  was  it  not  a  fact 
that  the  Chairmen  of  some  of  the  Licensing 
Ck>mmittees  used  to  have  their  liquor  on  the 
cheap  simply  because  they  were  the  Chairmen 
of  the  Committees  ?  I  am  speaking  of  what  I 
know,  as  well  as  of  what  I  have  heard.  like 
other  members  who  have  spoken,  I  think  that 
**  tied  "  houses  should  now  be  things  of  the 

East,  for  this  reason :  In  a  **  tied  "  house  a  man 
as  neither  body  nor  soul  to  call  his  own.  He 
has  to  take  in  liquor  of  an  indifferent  quality 
— in  fact,  anything  that  is  sent  to  him— and  he 
does  not  care  twopence  so  long  as  he  is  able 
to  make  ends  meet.  He  knows  he  has  no- 
thing to  lose — that  everything  belongs  to  the 
brewer  or  the  wine  and  spirit  merchant.  As  a 
result  of  this,  you  get  very  poor  accommoda- 
tion in  many  places,  unless,  of  course,  you  are 
known  as  a  good  drinker;  then  you  may  get 
more  attention.  The  stabling  accommodation 
for  horses  also  is  almost  entirely  neglected, 
in  many  cases  there  being  no  one  to  take 
charge  of  your  horse,  and  little  or  no  feed, 
and  what  there  is  is  only  fit  for  pigs.  And 
if  you  threaten  to  report  the  landlord  for 
this  state  of  things  he  does  not  care,  knowing 
that  the  chances  are  he  will  not  be  there  very 
long ;  and  if  you  go  back  there  in  three  months 
or  so  the  chances  are  that  you  will  find  another 
man  in  the  house  and  things  going  on  as  usueJ. 
Well,  Sir,  my  opinion  is  that  it  is  not  the  Pro- 
hibitionist who  will  carry  prohibition,  but  the 
moderate  men,  who  are  thoroughly  disgusted 
with  the  way  in  which  the  trade  is  being  con- 
ducted. Any  man  who  travels  through  the 
country  and  sees  how  '*  tied  "  houses  are  con- 
ducted will  vote  for  prohibition.  Ever  since  I 
have  had  the  honour  of  occupying  a  seat  in  this 
House — in  fact,  before  I  was  a  member  of  the 
House — I  have  said  I  am  in  favour  of  colonial 
option  by  a  bare  majority  of  the  electors,  and  I 
am  of  the  same  opinion  to-day ;  but  I  am  op- 
posed to  local  option  of  any  kind  whatever.  I 
shall  vote.  Sir,  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  knowing,  as  I  do,  that  some  amendment  of 
the  present  law  is  absolutely  necessary.  I  do 
not  think  it  was  altogether  necessary  to  intro- 
duce a  new  Bill  to  bring  about  the  amendment 
that  is  necessary,  but,  at  all  events,  I  shall  do 
my  utmost  now  to  get  improvements  made  in 
the  direction  I  have  suggested. 

Mr.  BAWLINS  (Tuapeka).~Sir,  I  wish  to 
congratulate  the  junior  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  on  the  very  modest  and  temperate 
way  in  which  he  introduced  this  subject.  I  have 
been  sorry  to  notice  year  after  year  that  this 
question  has  been  brought  before  the  House; 
because  to  some  extent  it  has  had  a  disturbing 
influence  upon  some  of  the  more  important 
questions  of  the  day  with  which  the  attention 
of  the  House  should  have  been  engaged.  In 
1893  this  House  passed  a  measure  that,  if  only 
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carried  oat  in  its  entirety,  provides  snffioient 
machinery  to  enable  hotelkeepers  io  oarry  on 
the  sale  of  liqnor  for  those  people  who  sav  they 
wfiuat  it,  and  I  hold  that  if  a  man  says  he  re- 
quires lienor  no  person  has  a  right  to  dispute 
it  with  him.  I  was  sent  to  this  House,  Sir,  to 
support  the  three-^hs  majority,  and  I  would 
like  to  say  that  I  have  had  (he  opportunity  of 
noticing  what  many  people  have  not  hflid  the 
opportunity  of  noticing :  that  is  the  operation 
of  Do-license  in  the  Olutha  electorate.  At  the 
last  general  election  a  portion  of  that  electorate 
was  cut  ofi  the  Glutha  electorate  and  placed  in 
mine,  and  I  visited  it  to  see  what  was  going 
on,  and  I  found  that  the  first  thing  the  eman- 
cipated people  did  was  to  get  a  publichoase 
there,  where  under  prohibition  there  had  been 
none.  Three  years  previously  I  had  the  plea- 
sure of  going  over  the  Glutha  electorate  with  a 
gentleman  who  was  at  one  time  a  member  of 
this  House.  We  went  to  a  large  number  of 
townships,  and  I  am  ashamed  to  say  I  was 
brought  into  close  contact  with  drink.  I  am 
ashamed  to  say  that  I  saw  it  being  sold 
and  handled,  and  every  possible  facility  given 
to  people  to  use  that  dreadful  article.  I  can 
assure  the  House  that,  so  far  from  what  is 
known  as  prohibition  being  in  force,  it  was  an 
utter  sham.    There  was  nothing  in  it. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— There  was  whiskey  in  it. 

Mr.  RAWLINS.— Yes,  there  was  whislLey  in 
it;  and  there  was  more  than  whiskey.  And 
when  the  first  cases  were  brought  before  the 
Police  Court,  and  the  matter  was  brought 
prominently  before  the  people  of  the  country 
by  the  heavy  fines  inflicted  on  the  law- 
breakers by  Mr.  Hawkins,  the  Magistrate,  we 
saw  a  new  development  show  itself  in  that 
portion  of  the  colony,  a  development  that 
had  ito  rise  from  prohibition— I  refer  to  the 
consistent  perjury  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
has  been  going  on  in  the  Glotha.  And  now, 
any  one  who  breaks  the  law  in  that  district 
does  not  think  he  is  really  doing  anything 
against  what  is  right.  The  fact  is  that  the 
young  people  are  brought  up  and  inured  to 
breaches  of  the  law,  which  to  a  certain  extent 
acconnts  for  the  state  of  affairs  we  find  among 
the  people  in  Glutha  to-day.  I  am  telling 
you  of  things  that  I  know  about.  I  have 
not  been  in  the  Glutha  for  the  last  twelve 
or  thirteen  months,  but  I  am  instructed 
in  what  occurs;  and  I  say  now  that  the 
law  that  was  brought  into  force  on  the  15th 
March,  1894,  has  failed  in  its  object,  except  in 
one  respect :  it  has  put  down  open  drunkenness 
in  the  streets,  but,  unfortunately,  it  has  raised 
another  and  has  brought  into  prominence  a 
very  bad  crime.  If  any  person  reads  the  evi- 
dence tn  the  cases  that  have  been  brought 
before  the  Gourts  they  cannot  but  be  surprised 
at  the  large  amount  of  perjury  that  must  have 
been  introduced  into  them.  I  repeat  that  the 
regulations  we  have  at  present  to  deal  with  the 
liquor  traffic,  and  the  laws  we  have  to  regulate 
it,  faithfully  carried  out,  and  the  Police  Force 
honestly  administered,  will  provide  sufficient 
machinery  to  deal  with  the  question.  How- 
ever, there  is  one  question  that  must  have 
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struck  the  honourable  gentleman  forcibly,  sad 
it  is  this:  the  dislocation  at  one  fell  swoop 
of  the  finances  of  the  country.  There  an 
very  high  duties  on  the  various  oommoditiss 
imported  in  the  shape  of  spirite,  beer,  and 
wines.    The  sum  of  £528.988  waa  paid  last  year. 

g  Q  Now,  I  would  like  to  ask  the  hoooor' 
able  junior  member  for  Christohureb 
Gity  if  he  has  looked  at  the  statistics  with 
regard  to  what  is  spent  annually  by  each 
individual  in  this  colony  in  this  connection.  In 
the  year  1898,  on  spirits,  the  num  of  £%B,478 
was  paid  as  duty,  which  was  equal  to  £1 166w  4d. 
per  head.  In  1888  the  amount  paid  was 
£377,594,  or  £2  3b.  4d.  per  head,  showing  that 
in  1898  the  amount  per  head  paid  aa  duty  oa 
spirite  was  nearly  88.  less  than  ten  years  ago. 
On  wine,  in  1S98,  the  amount  paid  was 
£28,497,  and  in  1898  £31,000.  There  is  an  in- 
crease there;  but,  allowing  for  the  inereasa 
in  population,  the  comparison  shows  tiiat  the 
amount  per  head  was  Is.  3d.  in  1898  and  Is.  61 
in  1888,  or  a  decrease  of  3d.  per  head.  Theo, 
on  beer,  the  amount  paid  was  £59,475  in  18^ 
or  38.  9d.  per  head,  while  in  1898  the  duty  was 
only  3s.  per  head.  These  figures  show  that 
we  are  not  spending  so  much  individually  at 
the  present  moment  as  we  did  ten  yean 
ago  in  wines,  beer,  and  spirits.  Now,  I  am 
perfectly  in  accord  with  the  desire,  and 
would  assist  in  the  effort,  to  persuade  people 
to  be  temperate.  I  do  not  think  that  intam- 
perance  is  a  good  thing,  or  tiiat  it  can  be  up- 
held, but  I  support  the  principle  that  we  have 
no  right  to  dictate  to  any  man  what  he  shaU 
eat  or  what  he  shall  driz&c  any  more  than  we 
should  diotete  to  a  man  what  religion  he  shall 
follow.  Now,  in  r^^ard  to  the  bace  majority^ 
spoken  of  by  several  honourable  gentlemea, 
supposing  that  you  were  to  bring  in  and  pas 
in  this  House  a  Bill  making  provision  for  that, 
do  you  think  it  would  ever  pass  in  another 
place?  These  honourable  gentlemen  know 
perfectly  well  that  if  they  make  provision  for 
this  bare  majority  the  Bill  is  going  to  its 
death  in  another  place.  I  am  very  sorry  the 
honourable  member  who  introduced  the  BiQ 
did  not  put  one  thing  into  it :  I  am  sorry  he 
did  not  put  in  a  clause  which  would  prevent 
any  publican  selling  drink  during  the  time  the 
elections  are  on. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbbb. — That  is  the  law  now. 

Mr.  BAWLINS.— Oh ;  but  for  mx  weeks  be- 
fore,  I  mean.  I  am  perfectly  satidled  that  if 
that  were  done  it  would  be  a  good  thing.  U 
prohibition  were  enforced  for  about  six  weeks 
before  the  elections  good  would  result.  I  am 
also  sorry  the  honourable  gentleman  has  left 
out  a  very  important  thing,  and  that  is  the 
opportunity  to  strike  a  blow  at  this  terrible 
grip  which  the  brewers  of  this  country  aie 
getting  over  the  pubiichouses.  I  am  perfeotly 
satisfieid  that  the  "  tied  "  houses  are  an  im- 
mense disadvantage  to  the  liquor-laws  of  any 
country.  I  am  also  satisfied  that  what  the 
member  for  Egmont  said  is  perfeotly  true- 
that  the  effect  of  the  reduction  of  pubtio- 
houses  is  in  the  direction  of  giving  a  monopo^ 
and  of  increasing  the  value  of  other  lieenses 
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in  a  disbricfc.  There  are  townahtps  on  the 
iioljneuz  Biver  which  are  rapidly  increasing 
In  size,  and  the  result  is  that  the  public- 
houses  have  nearly  double  the  population 
io  work  on,  and  the  licensees  are  making  a 
large  sum  of  money,  and  I  do  not  see  that  they 
are  not  justified  in  taking  advantage  of  the 
position.  But  you  must  remember  if  you  have 
lew  publiohouses  in  a  large  population  it  is 
absolutely  an  incentive  to  the  abuse  of  liquor 
xather  than  the  reverse.  People  are  brought 
together  and  into  immediate  contact  with  each 
other,  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  the  drinking 
that  takes  place  in  the  townships  is  thereby 
increased.  1  maintain  that  the  principle  in- 
TolTed  in  the  Bill  of  1893,  which  was  carried 
into  effect  in  1894,  has  been  in  the  direction — 
«nd  the  wrong  direction— of  creating  a  vested 
interest  in  this  business,  which  has  been  taken 
advantage  of  to  a  certain  extent  by  the  brewers 
of  this  couiitry,  and  that  is  a  thing  I  am  sorry 
to  see  the  honourable  gentleman  is  not  going 
to  strike  a  blow  at.  I  would  assist  him  in  that 
direction  were  the  Bill  to  go  into  Committee. 
Although  I  believe  in  the  principle  of  temper- 
ttnoe,  and  although  I  would  give  £50  to  any 
ipan  rather  than  that  he  could  say  he  had 
seen  me  drunk,  I  am  not  going  to  support  this 
Bill. 

Mr.  MILLS  (Wairau).— When  the  honourable 
member  for  Gnristohuroh  City  concluded  his 
introductory  remarks  on  this  Bill  I  was  sorry 
to  notice  that  he  had  not  entered  into  some 
comparison  of  statistics,  so  that  we  might  not 
be  aiaked  to  vote  blindfold,  and  so  that  the 
country  should  not  be  asked  to  vote  blindfold, 
on  this  important  question.  I  am  not  against 
discussing  the  principle  of  the  Bill ;  in  fact,  I 
shall  be  found  supporting  the  second  reading, 
80  that  we  can  have  further  discussion  on  this 
^reat  question.  I  believe  in  the  measure  as 
indicated  by  the  title,  because  it  Is  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Act ; 
but  beyond  that  I  would  not  pledge  myself. 
My  opinion  is  that  we  can  do  a  great  deal  of 
good  by  judicious  control  of  the  liquor  traflGic ; 
but  I  have  failed  yet  to  see  anything  that 
uronld  make  me  believe  we  can  go  in  for  pro- 
hibition in  this  colony.  I  do  not  agree  with  the 
arguments  used  in  favour  of  prohibition.  At 
tiie  same  time  I  am  willing  to  hear  fair  and 
reasonable  discussion  on  the  measure,  and  that 
is  why  I  shall  be  found  voting  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  so  that  we  can  go  into 
Con^mittee  and  hear  what  other  reasons  can 
be  advanced  for  bringing  the  Bill  into  law. 
X  was  somewhat  surprised  that  a  Bill  involving 
nxopoeals  of  such  far-reaching  effect  should 
nave  been  treated  in  the  way  this  measure  was 
in  the  early  part  of  the  evening.  It  seemed 
4^at  no  one  took  any  interest  in  it,  whereas  to 
my  mind  this  is  one  of  the  greatest  questions 
ve  could  bring  before  the  House  —  whether 
-^ere  should  be  any  liquor  sold  in  the  colony 
or  not.  It  is  a  large  and  most  important  ques- 
tion j  and  the  more  the  people  are  educated  up 
to  it  the  more  intelligently  will  they  be  able 
tt>  vote  when  the  time  arrives.  Personally,  I 
have  always  advocated  temperate  temperance. 


not  intemperate  temperance.  I  believe  we 
should  all  do  our  best  by  example  to  get  others 
to  follow  in  that  direction,  and  we  can  do  mor^ 
by  persuasion  than  we  can  possibly  do  by 
coercion,  because  I  have  never  yet  been  able 
to  learn  that  we  can  make  people  virtuous  by 
Act  of  Parliament.  You  may  punish  them  by 
imprisoning  them  five  days  out  of  every  six,  but 
it  might  oiUy  have  the  opposite  effect  from  what 
you  wish.  There  is  a  great  deal  more  done 
by  good  example  than  can  possiblv  be  done  by 
pausing  coercive  measures,  which,  oy  reason  of 
their  very  restrictions,  give  rise  to  feelings  and 
passions  which  would  be  better  lying  dormant. 
In  my  opinion,  one  of  the  first  steps  taken  by 
the  Prohibitionists,  and  also  the  advocates  of 
temperance,  should  be  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  induce  the  Qovemment  to  exercise  the 
strictest  superviuon  possible  over  the  liquor 
imported  into  this  country,  so  that  none  but 
good  liquor  could  be  imported  and  sold  for 
consumption.  Personally,  the  fact  that  no 
liquor  at  all  could  be  brought  into  this  country 
for  sale  would  not  trouble  me  verv  much,  but 
at  the  same  time  I  realise  that  it  is  a  very  big 
question  with  the  masses  themselves,  and  very 
unfair  to  the  poorer  classes,  who  could  not 
import  the  small  quantity  they  reauire.  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  the  discussion  so  far  has  been 
outside  party  politics.  That  is  as  it  should  be, 
as  every  one  is  able  to  be  guided  by  hiti  own 
individual  judionent  entirely  in  doing  what  is 
best  for  the  welfare  of  the  people  in  the  colony. 
And  it  is  in  that  spirit  I  shall  approach  this 
queation  when  the  Bill  is  in  Coinmittee.  I 
shall  listen  carefully  to  any  opinions  which 
may  cause  me  to  modify  my  own. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Do  you  think  it  will  ever 
come  out  of  Committee  ? 

Mr.  MILLS.— It  is  a  little  earl^  for  me  to 
express  such  an  opinion ;  in  fact,  it  is  always 
sa&r  to  prophesy  after  the  event.  Now,  while 
some  honourable  members  appear  to  think  the 
liquor  traffic  requires  the  strictest  supervision 
in  their  own  districts,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to 
tell  the  House  that  in  my  district  there  is  no 
need  for  even  police  supervision.  Everything 
goes  along  very  smoothly.  All  the  houses  are 
old-established  places,  and  they  are  well  con- 
ducted ;  and.  Sir,  I  believe  if  those  who  keep 
publiohouses  would  do  more  to  control  those 
who  are  apt  to  give  way  to  liquor,  it  would 
be  found  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  At  any 
rate,  among  those  whom  I  represent  are  far- 
mers who  are,  in  a  great  measure,  all  barley- 
growers,  and  who  have  large  vested  interests, 
and  those  farmers  produce  the  finest  sample  of 
barley  that  can  be  found  in  the  colony.  If 
this  Bill  Is  i^proached  in  a  proper  spirit  and 
argued  out  on  its  merits  I  have  no  doubt  the 
House  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  some 
improvement  can  be  made  in  the  present  law, 
but  not  such  sweeping  and  drastic  proposals  as' 
are  included  in  this  Bill.  With  regard  to  the 
question  of  the  bare  majority,  I  must  say 
I  cannot  possibly  admit  that  princinle  in  a 
large  question  of  this  kind.  I  nave  neard  it 
said  here,  "  Why,  we  were  elected  to  this  House 
by  a  bare  majority.  Why  should  not  this  liquor 
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qoestion  be  solved  in  the  same  way?"  Sir,  it 
Mems  to  me  there  is  a  great  deal  of  difiference 
iktween  the  two  positions,  or  by  way  of  com- 
liarison,  because  whether  a  candidate  for  a  seat 
in  this  Hoase  is  defeated  or  elected  it  may 
make  no  difference  to  him  financially ;  in  fact, 
as  a  rule,  the  rejected  man  is  generally  better 
off  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year.  But  in  this 
oaae  we  are  not  starting  in  a  new  country,  for 
very  large  vested  interests  have  grown  up  with 
the  colony  which  must  be  studied  fairly.  I  am 
not  arguing  in  favour  of  the  brewer,  or  the  publi- 
can, or  any  one  else ;  but  it  is  a  very  serious 
matter  if,  by  a  bare  majority,  the  people  of  the 
colony  are  to  say  that  these  large  vested  inte- 
rests are  to  be  practically  sacrificed.  That  is 
•  a  point  we  onght  to  consider  calmly  and  well. 
Kow,  we  had  a  few  statistics  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  Tuapeka,  and  I  think  he  was 
veiT  reasonable  in  advanoing  his  arguments, 
and  I  hope,  when  the  honourable  member  for 
Ohristchurch  City  replies,  he  will  baas  fair  and 
reasonable,  giving  reasons  both  for  and  against 
the  measure,  so  that  we  may  look  at  the  question 
from  both  points  of  view.  For  my  part,  I  be- 
lieve, with  the  honourable  member  for  Bgmont, 
that  it  is  the  moderate  party  in  this  colony  that 
will  ultimately  decide  this  great  question  ;  but 
at  the  same  time  there  is  a  difficulty  in  making 
tiiose  who  represent  the  moderate  party  fully 
realise  the  position  they  are  in;  and  I  must 
say  that  when  the  question  was  raised  in  this 
House  as  to  the  advisability  of  holding  the 
b'oensing  elections  on  the  same  day  as  the 
parliamentary  election,  I  was  entirely  in  favour 
of  and  mainly  instrumental  in  having  both 
elections  held  on  the  same  day.  I  have  since 
heard  some  people  argue  in  favour  of  -separate 
days  for  both  elections,  but  I  think  it  would 
be  far  better  to  adhere  to  the  present  law 
in  that  respect,  because  you  will  find  great 
difficulty  in  getting  those  who  ought  to  vote 
on  this  question  to  attend  at  the  polling-booth 
unless  there  is  some  other  strong  interest  apeurt 
from  this  question  to  attract  them.  For  the 
moderate  man  says  to  himself,  **  Well,  I  have 
had  my  glass  of  beer  all  these  years,  and  I 
intend  to  have  it  still,"  forgetting  for  the  time 
what  the  absence  of  bis  vote  may  mean.  I 
hope,  Sir,  that  the  present  law,  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  the  day  of  polling,  will  remain  as  it  is  now, 
because  then,  if  this  Bill  passes,  we  shall  have 
a  fair  record  of  what  the  opinions  of  the  people 
of  the  oonntry  are  upon  this  grave  question. 

Mr.  LEWIS  (Ghristchurch  City).— I  think, 
Sir,  this  is  perhaps  the  most  remarkable  debate 
that  I  have  ever  listened  to  in  this  House.  At 
the  very  outset  we  had  the  lion,  in  the  person 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington  City 
(Mr.  Fisher),  lying  down  with  the  Iamb,  in  the 
person  of  tne  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  City  (Mr.  Taylor) ;  and  that  was 
followed  by  the  child,  in  the  person  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Motueka,  playing  with 
the  oocatrice.  But  the  debate  on  this  Bill 
differs  in  many  respects  from  debates  on  ordi- 
nary measures  which  come  before  us.  Most 
Bills  that  come  before  us  are  of  a  nature 
which  suggests  the  possibility,  at  all  events,  that 
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they  may  be  passed  through  all  their  stages,  aoi 
they  are  introduced  under  ciroumstanoes  which 
justify  that  assumption.  Whether  they  wiQ 
pass  the  third  reading  or  not  is  a  matter 
which  the  future  can  alone  decide ;  and  when 
a  Bill  is  introduced  by  the  Government,  or 
when  a  private  member  introduces  a  BUI  of 
a  not  very  debatable  character,  and  one  in 
respect  to  which  publio  opinion  does  not  ma 
very  high,  then  there  is  always  the  poesibility 
of  getting  that  *]Bin  through  Committee  and 
placed  upon  the  statute-book.  Members  tfaeo, 
although  they  may  not  approve  of  the  main 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  vote  for  it  because  they 
think  that,  as  it  is  dealing  vrith  a  certain  sub- 
ject, they  may  be  able  to  add  a  new  clause  to 
the  Bill,  and  gratify  some  wish  by  whioh  they 
are  animated.  If  this  Bill  had  been  intro- 
duced by  the  Government — and  I  abonld  be 
glad  to  know  from  the  member  of  the  .Ministiy 
now  present  whether  the  Government  is  likely 
to  take  up  this  Bill 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsr. — ^The  member  in  ohaiig^ 
has  control  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  LEWIS. — ^The  member  in  charge  doee 
not  oontrol  that  question ;  if  he  did,  the  Go- 
vernment would  take  up  the  Bill  to-morrow. 
But,  Sir,  I  was  just  saying,  if  the  Government 
introduced  an  Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control 
Act  Amendment  Bill  I  would  vote  for  the  eecond 
reading  of  the  Bill — I  might  not  approve  of  one- 
single  clause  it  contained— in  the  hope  that  I 
might  be  able  to  introduce  a  clause  making  a 
few  trifling  amendments  in  the  present  Act 
And  I  wish  here  to  express  my  disapproval  of 
the  present  system,  for  there  are  many  littlr 
trifling  matters  which  require  adjustment.    I 
am  sure  the  honourable  member  for  Waiftaki 
vrill  bear  me  out  when  I  say  there  is  a  small 
matter  in  connection  vrith  Licensing  CkHnmit- 
tees,  for  instance,  which  requires  adjustment. 
When  the  number  of  the  Licensing  Committees 
was  reduced  the  quorum  remained  the  same, 
entailing  great  inconvenience  upon  members  of 
the  Committee,  who  are  thus  obliged  to  attend 
every  meeting.    I  think  it  is  very  unfortunate 
we  cannot  bring  in  a  Bill  dealing  with  some 
small  matters  of  that  sort,  which  would  not 
take  five  minutes  in  passing  the  House,  instead 
of  reopening  the  whole  question  of  alooholio- 
liquors-sale  control,  and  so  plunging  Uie  House 
into  a  debate  from  whioh,  when  started  by  a 
private  member,  it  never  can  emerge.     So,  in- 
asmuch as  there  is  no  possibility  of  this  Bill 
passing,  and  there  is  no  hope,  therefore,  of 
amending  it  in  Committee  so  as  to  fating  it  in 
aooordance  with  the  wishes  of  any  one  member 
of  the  House,  I  shidl  vote  against  the  Bill,  be* 
cause  I  disapprove  of  its  main  prinoiple.    I  waa 
elected.  Sir,  on  two  occasions  on  the  under* 
standing  that  I  .would  support    no    materiel 
change  in  the  existing  law.     If  It  were  pro* 
posed  to  deal  with  little  trifling  matters  such 
as  appointing  scrutineers  in  the  poUing-boothi^ 
and  so  forth,  I  apprehend  I  have  a  free  hand; 
but  I  am  opposed  to  any  material  alteration 
in  the  present  law.    If  I   had   been  in  the 
House  when  the  present  law  was  introduced 
very  probably  I  should   have   voted   against 
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it;  but  it  has  been  aooepted  by  the  people, 
and  I  recognise  that  its  provisions  have  been 
availed  of  by  a  safficiently  large  number  of 
people  to  show  me  it  should  remain  on  the 
statute-book ;  at  all  events,  until  the  number  of 
people  who  took  the  trouble  to  record  their 
votes  at  the  elections  becomes  infinitesimally 
small  I  should  be  opposed  to  withdrawing  from 
the  people  the  privileges  that  Bill  gives  them 
of  expressing  their  will  on  licensed  houses  in 
their  iomiediate  neighbourhood.  But  while 
,  my  colleague,  in  introducing  this  Bill,  said  no 
man  could  stand  up  in  this  House  and  say  a 
word  against  the  principle  of  local  option,  I  am 
bound  to  say  that,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  he  him- 
self has  introduced  a  Bill  which  abolishes  local 
option  altogether,  practically. 

Mr.  TAY  LOB.— They  run  together. 

Mr.  LEWIS. — The  two  things  are  impossible. 
If  the  honourable  member's  wishes  should  be 
given  effect  to  local  option  is  nullified.    This 
point  was  argued  by  several  honourable  mem- 
bers.   The  first  member  who  spoke  about  it  was 
the  member  for  Wellington  City  (Mr.  Fisher). 
I  say  it  is  a  very  poor  rule  which  does  not  out 
both  ways,  but  the  supporters  of  this  measure, 
and  those  who  are  known  as  the  supporters  of 
the  Prohibition  ticket,  would  not  for  a  moment 
be  willing  that  this  rule  should  cut  both  ways. 
As  has   been  pointed  out,   at   present  if  one 
district  in  the  colony  wishes  to  close  its  hotels 
that  district  closes  them  irrespective  of  what 
happens  in  other   parts    of  the    colony.     At 
pre»eiit  this  situation  in  each  district  is  go- 
verned by  the  majority  in  that  district,  and 
not  by  outside  voters.     But  we  are  now  asked 
to  remove   the  question  from    local   control. 
This  is  a  point  I  cannot  understand.     Now, 
to  take  an  extreme  instance:    I  believe  the 
population  of  the  North  Island  is  larger  than 
that  in  the  South  Island,  so  if  every  voter  in  the 
North  Island  recorded  his  vote  in  favour  of  pro- 
hibition, while  every  voter  in  the  South  Island 
recorded  his  vote  in   a  contrary  direction,  I 
cannot  see  why  the  people  in  the  South  Island 
should  be  compelled  to  close  their  hotels  be* 
oause  people  in  the  North  Island  wished  to  do 
so.      The  same  remark  applies  to  the  cities. 
Why  should  we  close  our  hotels  in  Obristohuroh 
because  the  people  of  Wellington  do  not  wish  to 
drink?    If  the  honourable  member  will,  in  his 
reply,  indicate  that  he  is  prepared  to  accept  a 
provision  under  which  the  rule  will  cut  both 
ways,  I  may  be  under  the  necessity  of  recon- 
sidering my  determination  to  vote  against  the 
Bill.    But  if  one  district  can  close  its  licensed 
louses  irrespeofcive  of  what  occurs  elsewhere,  I 
do  not  see  why  it  should  not  be  allowed  to  keep 
them  open  under  similar  conditions.    Now,  Sir, 
I  have  given  my  reasons  for  voting  against 
colonial  option,  because,  so  far  as  I  can  see, 
it  is  utterly  opposed  lo  the  principle  of  local 
option,  which  I  am  bound  to  maintain.    So  far 
as  the  question  of  the  bare  majority  is  con- 
oemed,  I  was  exceedingly  amused  by  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  Taapeka. 
He  said  that  even  if  we  pass  the  principle  of  a 
bare-majority  vote  In  thin  House  it  would  meet 
with  Us  death  in  another  place.     Now,  Sir, 


this  very  morning  the  honourable  gentleman 
complained  to  me  that  since  he  bad  been  a 
member  of  the  House  the  bloom  of  innocence 
had  been  rubbed  from  his  cheek,  and  only  the 
cheek  remained.    At  all  events,  he  was  holding 
himself  up  as  one  who  was  once  innocent  but 
now  is  not;  but  I  must  say  I  never  heard  a 
more  innocent  remark  than  that.    Does  he  not 
know  that,  since  the  Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale 
Control  Bill  passed  this  House  and  was  thrown 
out  in  another  place,  the  constitution  of  an- 
other place  has  undergone  very  considerable 
modifications?     Does  he  not  know  that  the 
Premier  has  gone  up  and  down  the  colony 
securing  men  pledged  to  the  bare  majority, 
and  put  them  in  this  other  place  ?    And  I  say, 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  is  so  innocent  as 
to  suppose  that  matters  in  connection  with 
this  Bill,  or  any  other  Bill,  cannot  be  intrusted 
to  another  place  liow,  he  is  very  much  mis- 
taken, nor   is    his   innocence    entirely   gone. 
There  has  been  a  good  deal  said  about  this 
question  of  the  bare  majority,  and  we  have 
been   asked   why   honourable   members    who 
are  content   to   come    to    this    House    on    a 
bare  majority,  or  even   on  a  minority,  can 
conscientiously  oppose  a  proposal  that  ques- 
tions of   this   kind    should    be    settled   in    a 
similar  manner.    I  quite  admit  that  members 
of  this  House  are  elected  by  a  bare  majority. 
In  fact,  some  are  elected  by  a  minority ;  indeed,' 
I  am  one  of  them,  and  I  am  sure  the  House 
will  not  complain  of  a  system  which  producer 
such  excellent  results.    But  in  any  case,  Sir,  I 
have  not  been  able  to  see  that  the  comparison 
Is  in  any  sense  a  fair  one.    In  the  first  place 
so  far  as  members  coming  here  by  a  bare  ma- 
jority or  by  a  minority  is  concerned,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  in  a  great  many  instances 
tbey  are  opposed  by  more  than  one  candidate. 
I  think  I  had  the  privilege  of  having  ten  or  a 
dozen  candidates  against  me.    And  to  compare 
g  QQ     the  circumstances  attendant  on   my 
*    candidature  with  those  of  a  poll  where 
there  are  only  two  alternatives  is  most  unfair 
in  the  first  place.    But  putting  that  on  one  side, 
what  is  the  position  when  a  man  becomes 
a   candidate   for    admission   to   this   House? 
Some  change  must    take    place :   there  is    a 
vacancy,  and  it  must  be  filled;  there  is  no 
other  alternative.    There  are  eighteen  thousand 
electors  in  Ohristcburoh,  and,  when  a  vacancy 
occurs,  if  only  eighteen  of  these  go  to  the  poll 
the  vacancy  must  be  filled — a  change  from  a 
vacancy  to  a  full  seat  must  take  place.    But 
in  connection  with  the  question  of  licensing  we 
set  out  to  determine   whether  there   is  any 
material  demand  for  a  change  on  the  part  of 
the  people,  and  unless  it  can  be  shown  that 
there  is  a  considerable  demand  it  is  not  ad- 
visable to  make  the  change ;  for,  unless  you 
can  show  that  there  is  a  considerable  desire  for 
a  change,  there  is  no  permanence  or  finali^ 
about  anything  we  may  do.     As  I  have  said, 
I  consider  the  question  of  colonial  option  of 
necessity  destroys  local  option,  and,  as  I  am 
pledged  to  maintain,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  resist 
any  interference  with,  that  system,  I  must  vote 
against  the  Bill. 
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Mr.  CARSON  (Wanganui).— I  auite  agree 
with  the  last  speaker  that  this  debate  is  in 
4ome  recpeots  remarkable.  It  is  remarkable  for 
the  mildiiess  of  the  tone  of  the  speeohes,  and 
it  is  remarkable  for  the  sentiments  eiqpressed 
by  some  of  the  speakers— as,  for  instance,  the 
K)hief  Govemment  Whip.  I  understood  that 
bis  argument  throughout  was  directed  against 
the  main  principle  of  the  Bill :  he  objected  to 
colonial  option,  he  objected  to  prohibition,  but 
he  means  to  vote  for  the  Bill.  The  debate  is 
iarther  remarkable  for  the  fact  that  in  respect 
of  a  proposed  change,  which  by  many  people  is 
regarded  as  revolutionary,  we  should  have  had 
no  expression  of  opinion  from  the  Government 
benches. 

An  Hon.  Mehbbb. — General  election. 

Mr.  CARSON.— I  think  the  hints  thrown  out 
4hat  a  general  election  is  pending  must  surely 
be  accountable  for  the   tone  of   the  debate. 
Another  thing  that  struck  me  is  this :  I  do  not 
^exactly  know  where  I  am  mvself.    What  I 
mean  is  this :  I  have  been  under  the  impres- 
«on  that  I  am  an  extreme  Prohibitionist,  bat 
I  find  that  I  have  been  completely  outdone 
^-night   by  members  who  are   anti-Prohibi- 
tionists — who  are  out-and-out  in  their  belief  in 
the  bare-majority  principle  —  who  are  deter- 
mined, at  any  rate  so  Ur  as  they  are  concerned, 
that  publiobottses  may  be  closed  by  a  majority 
^f  one.    As  I  say,  I  do  not  know  exactly  where 
I  am.    I  regret  that  I  should  have  to  be  in 
-opposition  to  my  honourable  fnend  Mr.  Taylor 
with  regard  to  some  details  of  bis  .Bill.    With 
regard  to  the  essential  principle— that  is,  that 
-the  people  of  the  colony,  who  sent  us  here, 
Bhoiud  have  the  right  to  say  whether  or  not 
liquor  shall  be  sold  in  this  colony,  or  be  Intro- 
-duced   into   it— as    to   whether   they   should 
have  that  right^I  have  no  doubt  at  all.    I 
tiiink  the  people  are  paramount,  and  whatever 
«8  a  whole  they  dedae  upon  we  shall  have  to 
«nbmit  to.    They  have  a  strong  claim  that  this 
matter  should  be  submitted  to  ttiem.    I  quite 
agree  that  it  is  only  under  great  necessity  that 
we  should  propose  to  interfere  with  the  habits 
«nd  customs  of  the  people,  and  if  the  evil  that 
we  are  dealing  with  to-night  were  not  of  such 
«n  extreme  nature  and  of  such  a  serious  charac- 
ter I  should  be  one  of  the  last  to  support  any  such 
interference.    I  have  become  a  Prohibitionist 
in  principle  because  I  have  been  watching  the 
effect  of  the  traffic  for  years,  and  it  appears  to 
me  that  no  proposal  has  ever  yet  been  made  at 
all  calculated  to  do  away  with  its  evil  effects  ex- 
cept this  one.    I  have  heard  it  stated  and  argued 
that  prohibition  will  not  prohibit.    If  I  could  be 
<Oonvinoed  of  that— if  I  oould  think  that  the 
evils  of  drinking  would  be  as  great  under  prohi- 
bition as  under  the  license  system-^I  should 
not  be  a  Prohibitionist  any  longer.    I  shall  be 
told— we  often  have  been  told — that  people  who 
want  drink  will  get  it.     This  may  be  true,  but 
it  merely  means  that  the  people  who  have  been 
inured  to  drink  and  have  ciutivated  habits  of 
•drinking — with  whom  the  desire  for  drink  has 
become  a  craving — will  get  drink.    But  in  a  few 
jears  those  people  will  die  out,  and  the  young 
f)eople  who  have  been  brought  -up  in  dietriote 


where  there  is  no  drink  will  have  no  desire  foe 
it,  and  the  drinking  custom  will  die  out.    I  csn 
quite  understand  that  where  yonhaveasoUtazy 
prohibition  disirict  like  Clntha,  all  the  foraes 
of  the  trade  wiU  be  brought  to  bear  to  brsek 
down  pEohibitiQn,  and  to  prove  it  to  be  of 
no  value ;    that  is  quite  understandable.     I 
quite  believe  that  if  I  were  in  the  tzade  I 
should  regard    Clutha  as  a  dangerous  spot, 
and  fear  that,  if  the  people  of  the  colony  were 
to  see  that  prohibition  had  become  effeotoal 
there,  there  would  be  a  dangerous  Ukellhood  of 
its  being  tried  everywhere  else,  and  I  should 
probably  join  vrith  others  in  tr3ring  to  damage 
prohibidon,  even  if  I  had  to  supply  liquor  & 
nothing.    But,  while  I  teel  so  strongly  with 
regard  to  prohibition,  I  have  never  broofl^t 
myself  to  iwlieve  in  the  practical  efficacy  of 
the  bare-majority  principle.    I  do  not  contend 
that  it  is  not  right ;  I  do  not  contend  that  the 
people  or  the  trade  have  any  claim  to  anything 
out  a  bare  majority ;  I  do  not  believe  we  should 
be  inflicting  a  wrong  on  anybody  if  we  carried 
prohibition  bv  a  bare  majori^;  but,  in  the 
mterests  of  the  prohibition  principle,  I  think 
it  vroold  be  far  better  if  those  who  desire 
it    would  wait  until  —  I  do  not  say  thzse^ 
fifths,  but  until    a  substantial  majority  can 
be  obtained  before   the  principle  is  enforeed. 
I  look  upon  a  bare  majority  as  a  swing-door 
minority.     If  you   close   publiohouses  by  a 
bare  majority  to-day  you  may  have  them  re- 
opened by  a  bare  majority  to-morrow,  and  so 
you  would  never  get  tihe  question  finally  setOsd; 
but  if  you  closed  them  by  a  strong  majort^the 
door  would  be  looked  and  barred,  SAd  iktn 
would  be  little  fear  that  it  would  be  reopened. 
So  when  the  people  are  educated  to  believe  in 
odonial  option  they  will  vote  the  liquor  out  with 
a  strong  majority,  and  the  minority  will  have  to 
submit.    These  points  have  been  discussed  in 
prohiUtion  oirdles  over  and  over  again,  and  I 
a&nit  there  is  room  for  difference  of  opinion  in 
regard  to  them.   I  remember  that  at  a  prohibi- 
tion conference  held  at  Palmerston  North  some 
four  or  five  years  ago  the  question  of  the  buip 
jorilly  came  up,  and  the  vote  in  favour  of  the 
bare  majority  was  thirty-six,  while  the  vote  for 
three-fifths  was  also  thirty-six,  and  the  bare- 
majority  principle   was  only   carried  by  the 
casting-vote  of   the   chairman.     That  shows 
how  great  was  the  difference  of  opinion  in 
strong  prohibition  circles  at  that  tirne.    Since 
that  date  I  know  a  lar^  number  of  Prohibi- 
tionists have  gone  over  m  favour  of  the  beie 
majority.     I  do  not  know  that  it  is  becanss 
they  believe  in  the  principle,  but  pefhaps  in 
order  to  prevent  division  in  tho  ranks  of  the 
party.    I  have  not  sone  over,  for  the  reason 
Uiat  I  believe  it  would  be  far  better  to  wait  for 
a  number  of  yean,  till  the  people  are  etront^y 
convinced  in  favour  of  prohibition,  than  to 
snatch  a  victory  on  a  bare  majori^.    Tba0 
are  the  principles  that  have  guided  me ;  aol 
although  I  shall  vote  for  the  second  reading  d 
the  Bill,  when  it  gets  into  Committee— eJthoogb 
there  seems  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  whelbar 
it  ever  will  get  there — ^I  shall  vote  against  the 
cl»nse  as  it  stands  in  favour  of  a  hauee  majoritj* 
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Mr.  LAWRY  (ParneU).— I  think  the  time 
has  arrived  when  the  real  temperance  party 
in  this  House  should  give  expression  to  their 
opinions  with  no  uncertain  sound.  Sir,  there  is 
BO  use  in  pouring  any  more  butter  on  the  head 
of  the  junior  member  for  Ghristohnroh  City, 
although  I  do,  to  a  large  extent,  indorse  what 
has  been  said  respecting  the  temperate  lan- 
guage be  has  used  in  introducing  his  Bill  and 
moving  for  ifcs  second  reading.  I  wish,  Sir,  for 
the  sake  of  the  cause  which  I  beUeve  he  has  at 
heart,  and  which  he  is  never  able  to  make  the 
best  of— I  wish  ior  the  sake  of  the  temperance 
causo  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
this  colony  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
go  up  to  Auckland  and  inspire  that  truculent 
individual  who  preaches  on  the  wharf  eveiy 
Sunday,  who  has  no  respect  for  the  living  and 
who  traduces  the  dead — I  wish  he  would  go 
and  teach  that  man—that  beast— the  lesson  he 
has  placed  before  the  House  to-night.  Sir,  I 
do  not  believe  in  any  of  the  principles  oon- 
iained  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  Bill.  I 
do  not  believe  that  any  majority  has  the 
right  to  interfere  with  the  liberty  of  the 
suoject.  I  do  not  believe  that  999  men  out  of 
a  thousand  have  the  right  to  say  to  the  one 
man,  **  You  shall  not  take  a  glass  of  beer  if  you 
want  it,"  and  I  do  not  believe  that  the  999  have 
the  right  to  say  that  beer  shall  not  be  sold  in 
the  'Country  if  the  one  man  wants  it.  The 
honourable  gentleman,  with  that  lack  of  logic 
which  is  characteristic  of  all  Prohibitionists, 
in  intrcducing  his  Bill,  said  that  we  were 
all,  or  might  all,  be  elected  to  this  House  by 
a  majority  of  one.  By  that  statement  the 
honourable  gentleman  displays  his  want  of 
disorimiiiation.  There  is  a  marvellous  differ- 
ence between  the  principle  contained  in  the 
Bill  and  the  principle  for  the  election  of 
members  of  this  House.  Does  the  honour- 
able member  think  that,  if  he  is  elected  to 
this  House  by  a  majority  of  one,  he  can 
take  away  from  men  the  rights  of  their 
property  upon  a  bare  majority?  When  a 
Bill  is  introduced — a  similar  Bill  to  the  one 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  introduced 
to-night — ^'which  might  have  the  effect  of 
confiscating  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds' 
worth  of  property,  can  such  a  Bill,  when  it  is 
carried  by  a  majority  of  one,  have  the  effect  of 
law  ?  If  the  honourable  gentleman  was  honest 
in  laying  down  the  principle  he  should  have 
stated  to  the  House  and  country  the  fact  that  a 
Bill  has  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  passing  a  second 
reading,  and  that  even  then  it  does  not  come 
into  effect  as  law.  It  is  very  likely  that  some 
member  would  move  that  a  Bill  containing 
suoh  a  great  and  important  principle,  and 
involving,  as  it  does,  not  only  the  liberty  of 
the  subject,  but  also  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
pqunds'  worth  of  property,  should  be  referred 
to  a  Select*  Gommittee  of  the  HouFe,  as  is  done 
with  man^  Bills  containing  much  less  import- 
ant principles  and  efieots  than  this.  Then 
ibib  Committee  would  go  through  the  Bill 
clause  by  clause,  and  make  recommendations 
xespecting  them  for  adoption  or  rejection  by  the 
Honse,  as  the  wisdom  of  the  House  might  de^ 
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oide.  But,  even  if  the  Bill  passed  the  House,  it 
would  then  have  to  pass  in  another  place.  Bat 
according  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  state- 
ment, if  taken  in  a  literal  sense,  the  very 
moment  we  were  elected  to  the  House  and 
voted  for  a  measure  it  at  once  would  have  the 
force  of  law.  It  has  been  suggested  by  some 
honourable  members  who  have  spoken  that 
some  would  vote  for  this  Bill  because  a  general 
election  was  coming  on.  Now,  it  appears  to 
me,  even  supposing  I  was  inclined  to  trim,  as 
was  pointed  out  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Tuapeka  the  other  day  in  the  lobby— that  if  I 
were  to  trim  upon  a  question  that  I  have  voted 
upon  in  accoMance  with  principles  that  I 
have  advocated  upon  the  public  platform,  and 
have  stumped  the  country  upon,  no  one  would 
believe  in  my  sincerity  or  give  me  a  vote  at 
the  next  general  election.  Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman,  in  introducing  this  BiU,  made  a 
very  great  mistake.  He  asked  this  House 
if  there  was  any  kind  of  liquor  sold  in 
this  country  except  under  the  provisions  of 
some  existing  law.  Does  he  not  know  that 
in  many  districts  of  the  country  such  things 
are  done  ?  In  the  district  represented  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wanganui  there  is  a 
large  establishment  for  the  manufacture  of 
wine,  and  in  many  parts  of  the  district  repre- 
sented by  the  honourable  member  for  Waikato 
there  are  large  estskblishments  which  are  now 
manufacturing  cider,  and  they  sell  that  wine 
and  cider  just  as  they  like;  no  law  of  the 
country  interferes  with  them.  In  the  part  of 
the  country  represented  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitemata  there  is  a  teetotal 
settlement.  I  have  on  many  occasions  gone 
up  to  that  settlement  to  judge  at  the  annual 
cattle-show,  and,  though  they  will  not  give  you 
a  single  glass  of  whiskey  there,  you  can  get  it 
all  the  same ;  and,  though  they  vrill  not  give 
you  a  single  glass  of  beer,  you  can  find  it  some 
where.  But  there  is  a  big  establishment  there 
that  manufactures  some  of  the  finest  wine,  I 
think,  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere,  and  I  have 
seen  that  wine  distributed  ad  libiium,  with  the 
result  that  I  have  seen  more  men  lying  about 
the  booths  up  there  in  a  state  of  intoxioation 
than  I  have  seen  at  our  own  big  show,  or  at  tiie 
show  in  the  district  represented  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Palmerston,  where  you  can 
buy  your  glass  of  beer  or  of  whiskey  freely  for 
the  nimble  sixpence.  The  meaning  of  that  is 
that  you  cannot  prohibit  a  free  people,  and  that 
if  you  were  to- morrow  to  pass  the  BiU  intro- 
duced by  my  honourable  friend,  and  give  effect 
to  it  as  law  next  week,  instead  of  decreasing 
drunkenness  in  the  country,  my  own  impres- 
sion is  that  you  would  intensify  it;  ana,  as 
has  been  pointed  out  by  my  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Tuapeka,  it  would  have  the 
direct  effect  of  manufacturing  spies,  sneaks,  per- 
jurers— men  of  theChecketts  stamp,  end  others 
of  that  ilk.  Then,  Sir,  we  have  bad  a  great 
deal  said  about  monopolies.  Now,  I  am  some* 
thing  like  the  honourable  member  for  Hawera, 
who  once  declared  in  this  House  that  if  wa 
were  to  have  a  monopoly  we  should  all  have 
a  share  in  it.    I  object  to  all  the  othet  kinds 
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of  monopolies.   But  I  differ  entirely  from  the 
honourable   member   for    Egmont    when    he 
said  that  the  effect  of  having  a  monopoly  in 
this  hotel  business  resulted  in  the  sale  of  bad 
liquor.    Now,  in  the  part  of    the  country  I 
represent— namely,  the  Borough  of  Pameli — 
we  have  three  hotels ;  two  of  them,  I  believe, 
supported  me  at  the  last  election,  and  I  believe 
the  whole  three  will  support  me  in  the  future 
election.    Sir,  what  is  the  effect  there  of  the 
so-called  monopoly  as  it  applies  to  the  sale  of 
bad  drink  ?    The  three  hotels  there  are  owned 
by  three  separate  firms  of  brewers,  and  the 
direct  result  of  it  is  a  rivalry  between  those 
three  great  firms  as  to  who  w'ill  sell  the  best 
drink  in  the  borough ;  and  if  you  were  to  search 
Now  Zealand  from  one  end  to  the  other  you 
would  not  get  a  glass  of  as  good  whiskey  or  as 
good  beer  or  wine  as  you  can  get  in  the  Borough 
of  Parnell.      What  is  the  effect  there?     In 
Pameli  —  a    borough   containing  nearly   five 
thousand   inhabitants  —  you  never  hear  of  a 
man  being  arrested  for  drunkenness ;  there  is  no 
lock-up,  just  two  policemen;  and  you  never 
hear  of  the  slightest  disturbance :  and  I  believe 
this  result  is,  in  a  measure,  attributable  to  the 
influence  on  that  borough  exercised  by  the  man 
who  represents  them  in  Parliament,  but  in  a 
much  larger  degree  by  the  «ay  the  hotels  are 
conducted  and  by  the  good  liquor  sold.    One 
honourable  member  referred  to  the  fact  that 
the  drinking  customs  of  the  country  are  now 
mainly  practised  by  the  old  people,  and  he 
stated  what  is  an  undeniable  truth  when  be 
declared  that  in  a  very  short  time  there  will 
scarcely  be  any  necessity  for  a  licensed  house, 
because  they  will  die  out  through  sheer  lack  of 
custom.    Why  does  not  the  honourable  member 
who  introduced  this  Bill  preach  the  doctrine — 
which  has  been  declared  from  one  end  of  the 
oolony  to  the  other — that  New  Zealand  is  at 
the  present  time,  and  has  been  for  years,  the 
most  temperate    country  on   the  face  of  the 
earth?    Why  does  he  not  declare  that  sta- 
tistics show  that  our   drink   bill    is  smaller 
than    any    other  drink   bill    in   the    British 
dominions,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  our 
tariff   is   perhaps   higher    than   any   other  ? 
Why  does  he  not  support  those  persons  who 
are  carrying  on  the  Band  of  Hope,  the  Gos- 
pel Temperance  Mission,  and  so  on,  who  are 
training  up   our   young  people  to  habits  of 
temperance,  and  why  does  he  not  let  the  old 
people  alone  ?    Let  them  drink  if  they  like  or 
abstain  if  they  like.    I  remember  some  years 
ago,  when  there  was  the  great  question  of  tlie 
election  of  Licensing  Committees  rushing  like 
a  torrent  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  New 
Zealand,  and  more  especially  in  the  Provincial 
District  of  Auckland,  I  spoke  to  a  gentleman 
who  is  now  a  constituent  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Lyttelton,  and  I  said  to    him, 
"  What  are  you  going  to  do  here  in  the  matter 
of   the   licensing   election  ? "     And    he    said, 
"  We  are  going  to  do  nothing.    What  we  are 
doing  is  constantly  calling  our  young  people 
together ;  we  are  preaching  to  them  the  doc- 
trine that  intemperance  is  not  only  a  social  but 
a  national  evil."    This  is  the  thing  we  want 
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to  deal  with,  because  in  a  very  ihort  time  the 
old  topers  of  the  country  will  die  out,  and  ihef 
are  d>ing  out  very  fast.    They  are  living,  not 
because  of  the  opposition  of  the  Prohibitbnuiii, 
but  they  are  livmg  and  thriving  in  spite  of 
them,  because  they  will  not  be  coerced  into  the 
narrow  tortuous  groove  that  the  honouraUa 
member  would  like  to  lay  out  for  them.    Then, 
the  honourable  member  talked  about  prohibi- 
tive countries.      Sir,  we  have  a   prohibitive 
country,  so-called,  in  the  Auckland  District— I 
refer  to  what  is  known  as  the  King-countrj. 
And  what  is  going  on  there  everlastingly  ? 
An  Hon.  Mbmbkb. — ^Drinking. 
Mr.  LAWRY.-"  Drinking  "I     Why,  there 
would  be  no  more  trouble  to  got  drink  in  the 
King-country  than  there  would  be  to  get  misre- 
presentation out  of  the  member  for  PalmerstOD. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  only  way  to  get  real 
temperance  in  the  King-country  would  le  to 
establish  some  licensed  houses  there.    Some 
few  years  ago  I  was  invited  by  a  large  deputa- 
tion of  Natives  from  the  King-country  to  go  up 
there  and  deliver  an  address  on  the  question  of 
prohibition.     I  said  to  them,  **  You  are  labour- 
ing under  disabilities  such  as  no  other  Natives 
in  New  Zealand  have.*'    I  said  to  them, "  You 
can  bring  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Govern- 
ment by  meeting  and  passing  resolutions,  bj 
firmly  putting  down  your  foot  and  deelariog 
that  you  are  free  men,  and  that  you  are  going 
to  enjoy  the  freedom  of  free  oitiaens."    I  said, 
**  Pass  resolutions  and  send  petitions  to  the  Go- 
vernment, and  declare  you  are  prepared  to  take 
a  vote  of  the  whole  people  of  the  Klng-ooontiy, 
and  will  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  majority, 
including  Natives  and  Europeans."   For  layiiig 
down  that  doctrine — the  doctrine  that  is  now 
preached  by  the  honourable  member  himself— 
a  doctrine  that  I  never  preached  before,  and  I 
shall  take  care  never  to  preach  again — I  wis 
denounced  from  one  end  of  the  oolony  to  the 
other  by  the  honourable  member  and  his  friends 
as  being  a  traitor  to  the  Natives  of  New  Zealand. 
As  I  have  already  indicated,  I  do  not  believe  in 
any  majority  dictating  to  a  minority  as  to  what 
they  shall  eat,  drink,  or  wherewithal  they  shall 
be  clothed.    Take  the  honourable  member's  own 
axiom  as  laid  down  in  this  Bill.    You  get  local 
option  by  a  bare  majority,  and    then   what 
happens  ?    Why,  at  the  very  next  election  the 
minority,  through  the  administration  of  an  ini- 
quitous law,  would  be  turned  into  a  majority-, 
and  then  the  same  power  which  gave  the  bare 
majority  their  law    would  be  turned  into  a 
minority,  and  your  vicious  confiscating  legia- 
lation  would  be  repealed.    The  result  would  be 
everlasting  turmoil.    I  do  not  believe  in  that 
iniqnitouB  law  that  is  now  on  the   statota- 
book— a  law  which  in  Its  effect— as  pointed  oot 
by  one  honourable  member-^may  tuinoneman 
and  give  a  big  premium  to  another — a  law 
which  might  enable  people  to  take  away  a 
license  from  one  man  and  add  500  peroent 
perhaps  to  another  man  who  hMa  a  UoeDse 
just  across  the  street.    One  honourable  mem- 
ber pointed  out  that  the  fevrer  publichoooes 
you  have  the  more  drinking  yon  will  have.    I 
think  there  is  no  disputing  that  fact.    I  have 
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men  it  myself  over  and  over  again.  I  remem- 
ber, when  I  was  largely  engaged  in  the  cattle 
trade,  that  I  used  to  attend  periodical  sales  at 
Papaknra.  A  friend  of  mine  used  sometimes 
to  purchase,  say,  five  or  six  hundred  head 
cf  cattle,  and  I  purchased,  perhaps,  seven 
or  eight  hundred.  I  and  my  clients  used 
to  go  to  one  hotel  there,  and  my  friend 
and  his  oUents  used  to  go  to  the  other.    After 

100  ^  ^^™^  ^°®  ^^  ^^^  hotels  was  burned 
'  '  down,  and  then  we  had  all  to  con- 
gregate in  the  one  hotel,  and  we  had  to 
wait  for  the  train.  At  that  time  I  did  not 
drink  at  all.  I  used  to  take  a  glass  of 
ginger -beer  occasionally,  and  was  then  as 
narrow-minded  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Palmerston.  But  what  I  was  going  to  point 
out  was  this:  Instead  of  five  or  six  men  con- 
gregating in  one  hotel  and  five  or  six  in 
another,  there  would  be  ten  or  twelve  men 
congregated  in  the  one  place,  waiting  for  the 
train.  There  would  be  "shouts "all  round.  The 
five  men  who  would  have  gone  home  sober  from 
each  hotel  had  drinks  with  the  other  five ;  the 
whole  ten  would  take  drinks  aU  round,  and  the 
ten  men  would  go  home  in  the  train  "  tight" — 
that  is,  from  a  Prohibitionist's  idea  of  the  term 
'*  tight."  Yet  the  honourable  member  lays 
down  the  principle  that  if  you  reduce  the 
number  of  pubUchouscs  you  will  reduce  drink- 
ing and  thia  liquor  traffic.  The  honourable 
member  has  not  yet  passed  the  kindergarten 
stage  in  the  school  of  social  politics,  or  he  would 
not  say  such  a  thing  as  that.  The  honourable 
member  for  Palmerston  always  reminds  me  of 
a  most  miserable  character  depicted  by  the 
great  Dickens — Noah  Claypole — who  used  to 
rob  little  children  of  their  pocket-handkerchiefs 
when  going  to  school ;  and  Dickens  said  it  was 
characteristic  of  him,  as  with  all  small  wits, 
that  when  he  wanted  to  be  funny  he  became 
very  personal.  The  honourable  gentleman,  and 
many  others  like  him,  seem  to  forget  that 
under  existing  circumstances  the  hoteikeepers 
of  the  country  carry  on  their  business  under 
the  provisions  of  an  existing  law.  He  seems  to 
forget,  and  so  does  the  member  for  Egmont 
seem  to  forget,  that  they  are  penalised  more 
than  any  men  in  the  country.  I  know  hotel- 
keepers  who  have  as  much  intelligence  as  the 
junior  member  for  Cbristchurch  City.    I  know 

gublicans'who  have  as  much  honesty  as  the 
onourable  member  for  Palmerston,  and  that  is 
not  saying  a  great  deal.  Sir,  under  existing 
circumstances,  what  is  the  effect  of  their  trade 
upon  them  7  They  are  Eimply  made  the  object 
ol  persecution. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— By  brewers. 

Mr.  LAWRY.  —  ]^  honourable  gentlemen 
like  the  member  for  Palmerston,  who  send  out 
spies  in  every  direction  to  induce  them  to 
break  the  law ;  by  the  honourable  member  who 
introduced  this  Bill,  who,  speaking  at  the 
Thames,  made  reference  to  a  gentleman  who 
occupies  the  highest  judicial  position  in  the 
city  that  sends  the  honourable  member  here  as 
its  misrepresentative — I  refer  to  Mr.  Louisson, 
the  Mayor  of  Cbristchurch.  What  did  he  say  ? 
That  Mr.  Louisson,  the  Mayor  of  Ohristohuroh, 


in  order  to  illustrate  his  principle  as  to  the  rer 
suit  of  prohibition. in  America,  sent  out  a  little 
black  boy— a  nigger  boy— tobuy  liquor,  and  then 
he  turned  round  and  denounced  him  for  sendr 
ing  out  this  nigger  boy  to  break  the  law.  Is 
that  true  ?  Then,  Sir,  he  ended  by  saying  that» 
in  his  opinion — I  am  quoting  from  a  report  I 
had — he  ended  up  by  saying  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  gentleman  wbo  occupies  the  high  position 
of  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Cbristchurch  basin  him 
the  makings  of  a  first-class  scoundrel.  That  is 
the  way  the  honourable  gentleman  talks  about 
a  man  elected  to  the  highest  position  in  the 
city. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— He  was  not  elected :  there 
was  no  contest. 

Mr.  LAWRY. — He  must  have  been  elected  il 
he  was  Mayor. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— No. 

Mr.  LAWRY. — Then,  if  he  was  elected  with- 
out a  contest,  that  makes  his  victory  all  the 
more  perfect  and  complete.  And  yet  the 
honourable  gentleman  denounced  the  Mayor 
for  what  he.  did  in  this  respect,  and  he  him- 
self has  done  all  he  know  to  induce  the  pub- 
licans of  thia  city  to  violate  the  law.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  applauded  a  man 
appointed  by  the  maladministration  of  this 
Government  to  a  high  position  in  Auckland. 

Hon.  Membbrs.— Oh ! 

Mr.  LAWRY.— I  say,  never  was  there  «k 
greater  blot  on  the  administration  of  any 
Government  than  the  appointment  of  lUy- 
apector  Gullen  in  Auckland.  Sir,  Inspector 
CuUen  has  been  applauded  by  this  honour- 
able gentleman  and  also  by  the  member  for 
Palmerston  because  he  went  up  to  the  King- 
country  and  declared  himself  to  be  a  com- 
mercial traveller. 

Mr.  HOGG. — No :  an  insurance  agent  taking 
lives. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— An  insurance  agent  taking 
lives,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Mastertou 
says,  and  telling  lies,  and  inducing  those  people 
to  bieak  the  law,  and  getting  two  men  m  the 
Railway  Department — who  were  afterwards,  if 
I  am  correctly  informed,  disrated — to  come  ais 
corroborative  witnesses.  Yet  the  people  at 
whose  instigation  he  did  this,  and  their  friends, 
promoted  him  to  the  position  of  Inspector  of 
Police  in  Auckland. 

An  Hon.  lilEMBBB.— He  was  an  Inspector 
before. 

Mr.  LAWRY.— No,  he  was  r.ot  an  Inspector 
before  that;  he  was  only  a  sergeant.  I  have 
always  contended  this :  that  if  you  send  out  a 
man,  whether  he  is  sent  out  by  the  Government 
or  by  a  Prohibitionist,  and  he  induces  men  to 
tell  lies,  or  gets  evidence  under  false  repre- 
sentations, I  would  discount  the  man,  because 
if  he  told  lies  to  get  evidence  he  would  tell 
greater  lies  to  secure  a  conviction.  And  these 
are  the  men  applauded  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  wbo  introduced  this  Bill  and  by 
the  memiber  for  Palmerston,  and  in  some 
degree  promoted  by  the  honourable  gentlemen 
who  occupy  the  Government  benches.  If  I 
had  been  Minister  of  Justice  at  the  time,  and 
if  I  were  Minister  of  Justice  now,  you  would 
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find  jtLBtice  in  the  administration  of  the  law. 
You  woald  find  a  tsAt  field  for  every  fair 
man,  and  no  favour;  and  I  would  rout  and 
aoont  with  disdain  any  euggestion  that  might 
oome  to  promote  men  to  poeitione  in  the  pah- 
lic  service  because  they  were  teetotallers.  If 
I  were  in  any  public  position  such  as  that 
oooupied  by  the  Premier,  and  a  man  came  to- 
me and  advocated  his  claim  because  he  was  a 
teetotaller,  I  would  say,  "  There  is  the  door. 
Give  me  a  man  who  drinks  a  glass  of  beer  and 
does  not  prate  about  it."  I  am  going  to  vote 
against  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  It  is 
like  an  Irishman's  gun — it  wants  a  new  lock, 
stock,  and  barrel  before  it  can  be  accepted  by 
the  country.  I  believe  the  good  sense  of  this 
House  will  reject  this  measure ;  but  if  the 
House  has  not  sense  enough  to  reject  an  abor- 
tion like  this  —  which  the  country  does  not 
want,  which  no  elector  has  asked  for,  which 
every  thoughtful  elector  would  scout  with  scorn 
and  disdain — then  the  House  hM  very  much 
leas  intelligence  than  I  give  it  credit  for. 

Mr.  CARSON  (Wanganui).--ThQ  honourable 
member  for  Parnell  represented  me  as  saying 
that  it  was  only  the  old  people  of  the  colooy 
who  drank,  and  that  the  young  people  were  not 
addicted  to  it.  I  expressed  no  opinion  on  that 
point  at  all.  What  I  said  was  that  if  prohibi- 
tion was  carried  in  a  district  it  was  probable 
that  the  old  people  who  were  inured  to  drink- 
ing would  find  some  means  of  getting  it,  but 
that  the  youhg  people  now  growing  up,  and  who 
had  not  taken  to  drink,  would  not  want  it. 

Mr.  PIBANI  (Palmerston).— Sir,  we  all  know 
the  honourable  member  for  Parnell,  but  I  do 
not  think  we  know  him  half  so  well  as  he  tells 
us  about  himself.  I  notice  that  at  the  last 
meeting  of  his  constituents  ho  was  asked  if  it 
was  true  that  the  brewers  had  spent  £800  to 
secure  his  election  to  the  Parnell  seat,  and  he 
said  that  **ev6n  if  it  was  true  he  had  given 
them  full  value  for  their  money.*'  And  surely 
the  House  will  bear  him  out  in  that  respect. 
As  he  told  us  to-night,  he  has  not  been  per- 
sonal, he  has  not  ladled  out  abuse,  his  speech 
has  been  purely  one  of  argument,  and  argument 
of  that  class  at  £800  for  three  years  is  certainly 
cheap  at  the  price.  Why,  the  honourable 
gentleman  told  us  that  he  used  to  be  narrow- 
minded.  He  used  to  be  narrow-minded,  but 
he  has  no  mind  at  all  now.  He  is  from  top  to 
bottom,  according  to  his  own  declaration,  the 
brewers*  representative.  And  as  that  repre- 
eentative,  at  £800  for  three  years,  he  has 
no  mind  at  all.  How  much  worse  must 
he  be  than  a  man  who  is  narrow-minded. 
The  honourable  gentleman  is  very  fond  of  in- 
stilling into  other  membem'  mouths  senti- 
ments which  they  never  uttered,  and  he  has 
dealt  very  fully  to-night  with  what  he  states 
I  have  said.  But  he  never  quotes  a  single 
remark  for  which  he  can  give  authority,  and, 
as  an  instance  of  that,  he  says  I  applauded 
Inspector  GuUen's  action  in  the  King- country. 
But  the  honourable  gentleman  knows  of  no 
applause  by  me  with  reference  to  the  action 
o!  that  gentleman.  And,  so  far  as  Inspector 
CuUen's  action  there  is  concerned,  he  is 
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accountable  to  the  Government,  whom  no  one 
more  slavishly  supports  than  the  member  for 
Parnell.  Certainly  he  ladles  out  his  abuse 
and  vituperation  against  the  Government  on 
the  liouor  question,  and  that  is  only  what  you 
shoula  expect  for  £800  from  the  brevrezs  itat 
three'  years.  You  would  not  expect  him  to 
think  the  Government  were  perfect  in  that 
respect— because,  mind  you,  just  now  there  is 
a  general  election  pending,  and  these  generous 
breweH  will  have  to  provide  another  £800  for 
the  next  three  years,  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
for  the  class  of  stufi  we  have  had  to-night. 

An  Hon.  Mekbbb. — Will  they  get  him  in? 

Mr.  PIRANI.— "  Will  they  get  him  in  "  I  U 
they  pay  enough  money,  probably  they  will; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  fully  deserve  it,  and 
that  he  will  again  fully  deserve  the  title  of  a 
brewers'  representative  who  has  once  been 
narrow-minded,  but  now  has  no  mind  of  hit 
ovm  at  all.  Why,  the  honourable  member  hai 
been  an  apostle  of  this  liquor  business  amongst 
the  Maoris.  I  do  not  wish  to  waste  the  time 
of  the  House  by  reading  to  honourable  mem« 
hers  the  honourable  gentleman's  speech  to 
the  Maoris  on  the  liquor  question— at  Otoro> 
hanga— but  I  have  it  here,  and  if  the  oocanon 
arises  I  can  use  it  just  as  effectively  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  fulfilled  his  mission  even 
amppgst  the  Maoris.  .And. I  say  this:  When  a 
man  who  is  a  member  of  this  House  wiU  go 
amongst  the  Maoris  and  preach  the  principles 
of  liquor  and  liquor-selling,  suggesting  to  them 
that  they  should  break  the  laws  of  the  oountry 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  liquor  for  them- 
selves, he  certainlv  has  a  mission  in  the 
world.  But  I  would  like  to  know  what  man 
who  is  not  even  narrow-minded,  what  man  who 
believes  in  doing  what  is  right  and  just  to  the 
Native  race,  would  uphold  a  member  of  this 
House  using  his  time  and  his  talents — because, 
although  he  has  no  mind,  the  member  for  Par- 
nell certainly  has  talents— using  his  talents, 
his  time,  and  his  opportunities  to  preach  to  the 
Natives  the  breaking  of  the  law  and  the  indts- 
criminate  consumption  of  liquor.  I  would  ask 
the  member  for  Parnell  to  take  a  member  of 
the  Ministry  for  his  model  in  this  respect,  aad« 
instead  of  preaching  the  doctrine  of  liquoc 
amongst  the  Maoris— instead  of  preaching  in 
that  way  and  currying  favour  with  brewers  by 
promulgating  such  doctrines — let  him  remem- 
ber what  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps  (Mr.  Car- 
roll) said  to  the  Maoris  not  so  very  long  ago. 
He  sitarned  them  against  drinking  intoxieikting 
liquor,  and  he  said  to  the  Maoris,  '*  Leave  that 
matter  of  the  waipiro  to  the  Europeans — ^the 
people  who  know  how  to  deal  vrith  it,  and  who 
use  it  medicinally."  If  the  bonouraible  mem« 
her  for  Parnell  had  taken  the  trouble  to  teaoh 
that  doctrine  to  the  Maoris  he  could  have  done 
more  than  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps,  beoaose 
he  could  have  personally  illustrated  the  speech, 
and  proved  to  the  Maoris  themselves  howhe«ai 
a  pakeha,  had  been  able  to  use  this  vile  thing 
medicinally.  And  I  have  no  doubt  that  eueli 
an  honourable  example  and  such  a  specimen  of 
the  proper  method  to  be  adopted  with  tM^piiv 
would  have  had  very  much  more  effect  from  the 
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member  for  Parnell  than  anything  that  could 
be  said  by  the  Commissioner  of  Stamps  him- 
eelf.  I  notice  we  had  also  another  confession 
in  the  debate  tonight— from  the  honoarable 
member  for  Tuapeka.  It  is  not  often  we  get 
snoh  a  confession  as  we  have  had  from  the 
member  for  Tuapeka  as  to  the  progress  he 
inade  -through  a  prohibited  district ;  and  I  un- 
derstand now  how  the  honourable  gentleman 
1?as  tempted  in  his  progress  through  Glntha, 
and  why  he  wished  prohibition  to  be  in  force  in 
the  colony  for  three  months  before  the  general 
election. 

Mr.  RAWLINS.— I  will  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  PIBANI. — I  do  not  wonder  that  the 
honourable  member  would  yote  for  it,  because, 
besides  the  injury  done  to  his  feelings  by  being 
compelled  to  drink  this  vile  stuff,  it  would  have 
the  effect  of  purifying  the  general  election  if 
there  were  no  such  thing  as  intoxicating  liquor 
to  be  had.  We  were  also  told  this  evening  by 
the  member  for  the  Taieri  that  there  was  an 
enormous  amount  of  illicit  trade  throughout 
the  colony  at  the  present  time  in  connection 
with  hotels.  Yet  members  who  seem  to  know 
all  about  this  being  done  take  no  steps  to  pre- 
vent it,  or  to  vindicate  the  law— that  is,  using 
the  police-officers  to  go  round  as  spies  for  the 
purpose  of  detecting  this  sort  of  thing.  And 
if  members  of  the  House  will  not  do  their  duty 
in  that  respect — will  not  prevent  this  continual 
breaking  of  the  law — how  can  we  expect  the 
general  public,  or  even  the  police,  to  go  out  of 
their  way  to  detect  what  is  looked  upon  as 
comparatively  nothing  by  members  of  the 
House  itself?  Several  questions  were  asked 
during  this  debate  as  to  the  attitude  of  the 
Government  on  this  Bill.  I  have  no  doubt  at 
all  as  to  their  attitude. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Bill  is  very  badly 
drafted,  as  you  may  see  by  looking  at  clauses  5 
and?. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— "The  Bill  is  very  badly 
drafted,"  the  Premier  now  interjects.  Well, 
it  is  not  as  well  drafted  as  the  general-option 
proposals  recently  introduced  by  the  Premier 
nimself.  And  I  claim  the  Premier's  support  for 
this  principle  because  his  Government  intro- 
duced a  measure  very  similar  in  effect  to  the 
one  now  before  the  House — differing,  certainly, 
in  this  respect :  that,  while  this  Bill  is  a  bare- 
majority  measure,  the  measure  introduced  by 
the  Government  provided  for  a  three-fifths 
majority.  But,  even  if  we  were  to  place  the 
Premier  on  one  side,  and  tike  his  understudy, 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  we  shall  find  on 
reference  to  the  divisions  on  this  question  of 
local  option  that  in  1893  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works  was  a  bare-majority  man.  And  he 
goes  the  whole  length,  and  actually  believes  in 
jprohibition  by  a  bare  majority.  Then,  there 
ure  other  members  of  the  present  House  whom 
I  can  claim  in  support  of  this  measure — some 
that  very  few  members  would  think  of.  For 
instance,  the  member  for  Masterton  (Mr.  Hogg) 
la  another  bare- majority  member — that  is,  he 
voted  that  way  in  1893. 

Mr.  HOGG.— No. 

Mr.  PIRANI.->On  page   280  of  Volume  81 


of  Hansard  it  will  be  found  that  on  the  Alco- 
holic Liquors  Sale  Control  Bill  there  was  a 
division  taken  on  this  question  of  the  bare 
majority,  and  several  of  the  present  members 
of  the  House  voted  for  the  bare  majority, 
including  the  member  for  Wellington  City  ^r. 
George  Fisher),  the  member  for  Masterton  (Mr. 
Hogg),  the  member  for  Ashley  (Mr.  Meredith), 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  (Mr.  Hall- Jones), 
the  member  for  Lyttelton  (Mr.  Joyce),  and  the 
member  for  Ashburton  (Mr.  Wright).  So  yon 
will  see  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  encourage- 
ment even  from  members  you  would  not  pre- 
sume to  be  supporters  of  the  bare-majority 
principle,  and  I  think  that  that  ought  to  do  a 
groat  deal  to  encourage  those  who  believe  in  this 
principle  to  use  their  best  efforts  to  have  a  mea- 
sure like  this  passed  into  law.  We  have  also 
heard  to-night  some  advocacy  of  the  Gothenburg 
system ;  but  I  say  this  in  connection  with  that 
system :  that  while  we  have  the  huge  brewery 
monopolies  which  exist  at  the  present  day  con- 
trolling the  liquor  traffic  it  is  absolutely  im- 
possible to  introduce  that  system,  and  if  yon 
wish  to  introduce  the  Gothenburg  system  yon 
must  first  clear  the  ground  by  entirely  abolish- 
ing the  present  license  system,  and  thus  give 
an  opportunity  to  bring  a  better  system  into 
force.  I  do  not  say  personally  that  prohibition 
is  the  best  system  you  can  have,  but  it  may  be 
the  best  system.  It  is  a  system,  at  any  rate, 
worth  a  trial,  and  if  there  are  men  who  are 
able  to  devise  anything  better,  or  more  reason- 
able, or  more  likely  to  be  enforced,  then  they 
will  have  the  opportunity ;  but  at  the  present 
time  it  is  impossible  to  get  it.  We  have  heard 
about  legislation  for  tied  houses.  We  have 
got  legislation  on  the  statute-book  preventing 
tied  houses — at  least,  it  is  supposed  to  pre- 
vent them — and  that  legislation,  which  was 
drafted  by  the  present  Cbief  Justice,  is  as 
strong  as  you  can  make  it  in  that  direction ; 
but  still  a  system  is  adopted  to  evade  that 
legislation  at  present.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
brewers  own  nearly  all  the  hotels,  and  they 
resort  to  two  plans  of  evading  this  tied-house 
provision.  In  the  first  instance  they  take  an 
order  from  the  incoming  tenant  for  a  thousand 
or  two  thousand  hogsheads  of  beer  before  he 
goes  into  the  hotel,  and  that  tenant  thinks  he 
is  bound  to  the  brewer  by  that  contract;  al- 
though I  maintain,  if  it  were  tested  at  law  it 
would  be  found  to  be  an  illegal  contract.  But, 
still,  by  that  system  he  is  just  as  effectively 
tied  in  his  own  mind  to  the  brewer  as  he  was 
under  the  old  **  tied  "  system.  Then,  another 
system  which  is  adopted  is  the  system  of  short 
leases  and  huge  bonuses.  A  man  gets  a  short 
lease  only  of  a  hotel  owned  by  a  brewer,  and  if 
he  wants  a  renewal  of  that  lease  he  has 
to  pay  a  bonus  of  either  £600  or  £1,000  to 
enable  him  to  get  that  renewal ;  and  when  yon 
know  that  that  demand  is  exacted  every  two  or 
tbree  years  you  can  understand  how  impossible 
it  is  to  legislate  against  tied  houses.  If  yon 
were  to  sweep  the  whole  of  these  houses  out  of 
existence,  and  thus  have  the  ground  cleared 
for  fair  legislation,  there  would  be  a  possibility 
of  getting  a  regulation  of  the  liquor  traffic  that 
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you  cannot  get  at  the  present  time.  Why, 
look  at  the  influenoe  whion  ia  exercised  at  the 
genersJ  elections  by  the  brewers.  It  is  one  of 
the  crying  evils  of  this  country  that  more  in- 
fluence is  exercised  at  the  general  election  by 
a  comparatively  small  circle  cf  brewers  than  by 
any  other  combination  yon  can  possibly  get  in 
the  colony,  and  that  influence  is  exerted  in 
every  possible  capacity.  And  thus  we  are 
fighting  against  the  brewers,  or,  at  any  rate, 
against  those  who  are  acting  with  them, 
and  we  have  to  use  all  our  efforts  against 
that  enormous  infiuence.  And  I  say  this : 
that,  as  the  member  for  E^mont  (Mr.  Symes) 
■ays,  it  will  not  be  the  fanatics,  as  we  ate  called, 
who  will  enforce  prohibition  in  the  colony  at 
the  next  general  election ;  it  will  be  the  mode- 
rate men,  who  are  standing  aghast  at  the  large 
brewery  monopoly,  and  who  are  seeing  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land  that 
this  monopoly  is  not  like  some  monopolies — 
lor  the  improvement  of  the  trade  and  for  the 
better  provision  of  licensed  houses.  They  see 
it  is  the  worfit  possible  thing  in  the  interest  of 
the  real  hotelkeepers  and  in  the  interest  of  the 
customers,  and  for  that  reason  many  a  vote 
will  bo  cast  for  prohibition  that  otherwise  would 
have  gone  against  it.  And  now,  on  this  bare- 
majority  question,  we  are  told  a  three-fifths  ma- 
jority is  wanted,  so  tbat  there  will  be  a  large 
moral  force  behind  thoee  who  ask  for  prohibi- 
tion. But  members  surely  know  there  are 
very  many  people  who,  when  once  prohibition 
is  the  law  of  the  land,  will  support  it,  but  who 
would  not  vote  for  it  to  become  law.  There 
are  any  number  of  people  in  the  country  who 
are  law-abiding,  and  who  will  do  their  best  to 
see  that  the  law  of  the  land  is  carried  into 
effect,  and  I  maintain  that  they  would  be  a 
large  addition  to  the  majority  of  people  who 
vote  for  prohibition.  Then,  again,  I  say  that, 
in  connection  with  this  prohibition  question, 
it  is  time  it  was  removed  from  the  sphere  of 
politics.  It  is  time  that  prohibition  was  kept 
away  from  general-election  day,  because  it  Is 
impossible  at  the  present  time 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Who  has  kept  it  there  ? 

Mr.  PIBANI.— The  Premier ;  and  I  do  not 
think  the  Premier  will  do  anything  at  any- 
body's wish  unless  he  was  anxious  to  do  it. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — The  Prohibitionists  do 
it. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— Probably  they  do.  I  do  not 
say,  because  the  Prohibitionists  ask  for  it, 
that  it  is  right ;  even  if  the  member  for  Wel- 
lington City  (Mr.  Fisher)  indorses  that  prin- 
ciple, I  do  not.  I  say  we  are  here  to  legislate 
for  what  is  reasonablo,  and  it  is  not  reasonable 
that  on  general- election  day  tbe  main  question 
should  not  be  the  election  of  the  best  men  to 
Parliament,  but  the  election  of  the  men  who 
will  best  serve  the  in  teres  to  of  tbe  brewers; 
and  I  do  not  tbink  that  the  election  ought  to 
be  dominated  by  any  section  of  the  com- 
munity. 

An  Hon.  MEMBEB.—Tbis  Bill  does  not  touch 
that  question. 

Mr.  PIRANI.— No;  but  we  will  have  the 
opportunity  when  this  Bill  goes  into  Commit- 
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tee  of  touching  that  question ;  and  I  think  it 
is  time  the  House  took  up  that  question  in 
earnest,  and  separated  altogether  from  the 
general  election  the  social  question — ^that  is  not 
by  any  means  a  party  question^-of  the  liquor 
traffic.  I  should  like  to  support  the  suggestioQ 
thrown  out  by  the  honourable  member  for  Bio- 
oarton,  that  this  matter  should  be  relegated 
to  a  Committee  of  both  Houses  for  inquiry. 
But  under  our  present  parliamentary  system 
it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  get  anything  from 
a  Committee  of  that  sort  that  is  likely  to  effect 
a  change  in  the  law.  There  is  another  point 
about  it :  that,  while  the  honourable  member's 
suggestion  is  well  meant,  we  recognise  only  one 
tribunal  for  the  settlement  of  this  question, 
and  that  is  the  vote  of  the  people.  The  Pre- 
mier himself  is  a  supporter  of  the  referendum, 
and  under  the  referendum  it  would  be  possible 
to  submit  this  question  to  the  people  and  have 
it  decided  by  a.  bare  majority.  Therefore,  on 
that  principle,  I  say  it  is  a  right  and  proper 
thing  that  the  people  of  the  colony  should  have 
the  power  to  vote  whether  they  want  colonial 
prohibition  or  not. 
,.Q  Mr.  BROWN  (Taranaki).— Sir,  I 
shall  vote  for  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  but,  like  other  members  who  have 
addressed  the  House,  I  wish  to  assert  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  whole  of  the  electors  of  tbe  cdony 
are  entitled  to  decide  by  vote  as  to  whether  the 
sale  of  alcoholic  liquors  shall  be  prohibited  or 
not.  At  the  same  time,  I  shall  not  support  the 
Bill  later  on  unless  it  is  considerably  modified 
in  Committee.  In  the  first  plaoe,  I  am  a  be- 
liever in  the  three -fifths  majority,  for  this 
among  other  reasons:  that  I  oonsider,  if  "no 
license  "  were  carried  by  a  small  majority  at 
the  next  election,  it  might  happen  at  the  fol- 
lowing election  that  the  decision  of  the  elec- 
tors would  be  reversed,  and  we  should  then 
have  the  sale  of  liquors  reintroduced,  so  that 
there  would  be  no  finality  in  the  matter.  It 
has  been  stated  by  some  speakers  that  a  baz» 
majority  should  decide  this  question,  in  the 
same  manner  as  members  are  returned  to  thia 
House ;  but  I  do  not  think  the  cases  are  analo- 
gous. It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  in  most  of 
the  States  of  the  American  Union,  and  in 
several  European  countries,  no  alterations  in 
tbe  Constitution  can  be  made  unless  they  are 
carried  by  very  large  majorities— a  majority  of 
three-fourths  in  some  instances  and  three-fifths 
in  others.  Although  it  may  be  said  this  is  not 
a  question  of  constitutional  reform,  still  it  is 
a  question  of  such  importance,  dealing  with 
the  social  customs  of  the  people  of  the  ^ony, 
and  having  such  a  very  widespread  and  setioos 
effect  upon  the  financial  arrangements  not  only 
of  local  bodies  but  also  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
that  I  consider  ue  should  not  lightly  make 
any  change  in  this  law  regulating  the  sale  of 
alcoholic  liquors.  There  is  another  point  also 
to  which  I  would  like  to  refer,  and  it  is  this: 
If  we  grant  to  the  people  of  the  whole  colony 
the  right  to  decide  wiiether  licenses  shall  be 
granted  or  not,  then  I  think  it  follows  that 
the  local-option  poll  should  not  be  tak^n.  I 
would  not  agree  to  have  the  pall  taken  for 
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colonial  option  and  what  is  known  as  looal 
option  also.  I  think  the  tempdraooe  reformers 
will  have  to  decide  which  they  would  prefer — 
oolonial  option  or  looal  option. 

An  Hon.  Mbhbbb. — They  want  both. 

Mr.  BROWN.— I  know. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — ^And  they  will  have  both. 

Mr.  BBOWN.— I  do  not  think  they  will,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  i<i  fair  that  they  should  have 
both.  At  any  rate,  I  am  quite  prepared  to 
▼ote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  in  order 
that  the  question  may  be  decided  as  to  whether 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  the  whole 
qaestion  of  regulating  the  sale  of  alcoholic 
liquors  should  be  relegated  to  the  electors  of 
the  whole  colony  or  to  each  local  district.  I 
shall  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but 
I  shall  reserve  to  myself  the  right,  unless  it  is 
considerably  modified  in  Committee,  to  vote 
against  it  later  on. 

Mr.  MoGOWAN  (Thames).— I  wish  to  say  a 
few  words  with  reference  to  this  Bill,  and  as  to 
the  position  I  shall  take  up  regarding  it.  I  do 
not  intend,  myself,  to  even  vote  for  the  second 
reading.  We  know  what  this  Bill  is.  This 
is  the  Bill  of  the  prohibition  party  of  New 
Zealand,  and  it  is  now  introducea  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  City 
(Mr.  Taylor)  as  the  leading  exponent  of  the 
principles  embodied  in  it.  I  find  in  i(  the 
clauses  of  a  Bill  which  was  introduced  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  City  (Mr. 
Smith),  and  which  I  voted  against  last  year. 
The  honourable  gentleman  who  is  now  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  went  round  the  colony  en- 
deavouring to  influence  the  public  in  regard  to 
this  proposed  measure,  which  the  temperance 
party,  I  believe,  at  that  time  intended  to 
bring  forward,  and  those-  who  voted  against 
Mr.  Smith's  Bill  were  charged  with  being  re- 
presentatives of  the  brewers.  When  a  state- 
ment nuch  as  that  is  made  by  an  honour- 
able gentleman  who  goes  throughout  the 
colony  to  enlighten  the  electors,  travelling 
outside  his  own  district  to  places  where  he 
is  not  so  well  acquainted  with  what  is  going 
on,  he  takes  considerable  license.  I  know  a 
statement  of  that  kind  was  made  with  reference 
to  myself.  I  have  never  yet  been  the  advocate 
of  either  the  prohibition  party  or  the  brewers. 
The  lines  that  have  been  sketched  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Biooarton  to-night  I 
think  are  about  safe  lines  on  which  to  proceed, 
and  I  may  say  he  has  said  all  I  could  say  with 
reference  to  the  method  of  dealing  with  this 
subject,  and  said  it  very  much  better  than  I 
could  jdo.  The  principles  he  has  einunciated 
are  the  principles  I  should  prefer  to  adopt. 
They  are  reasonable  and  prudent,  while  the 
principles  embodied  in  this  Bill  are  neither 
reasonable  nor  prudent.  It  is  unreasonable 
even  that  we  should  cany  colonial  option  in 
this  colony  when  we  are  a  country  rich  in 
scenery,  and  are  doing  all  we  can  to  bring 
tourists  to  the  country.  And  what  is  one  of 
the  first  things  they  ask  when  they  come  to 
this  country  ?  Is  it  not  where  the  best  hotels 
ate  ?  They  are  people  who  are  used  to  these 
usuries,  and  they  expect  them,  and  are  pre- 


pared to  pay  for  them ;  and  because  a  certain 
section  of  the  community  believe,  and  honestly 
believe,  they  are  doing  the  right  thing  in  advo- 
cating prohibition  principles,  that  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  endeavour  to  force  those  prin- 
ciples down  the  throats  of  those  who  do  not 
care  for  them.  The  honourable  gentleman,  in 
introducing  the  Bill,  spoke  about  the  logical 
position  of  the  bare  majority  ;  but  surely  he 
must  know  that  political  acts  are  not  always 
carried  out  on  logical  lines.  The  whole  ques- 
tion of  politics  is  a  matter  of  compromise. 
Hardly  any  measures  are  carried  out  to  their 
logical  conclusion,  and  the  absurdity  of  intro- 
ducing the  principle  into  this  Bill  is  simply 
astonishing  to  me.  In  subsection  (5)  of  clause 
7  it  says : — 

« Except  as  specified  in  subsection  three 
hereof,  no  liquor  shall  be  sold  for  medicinal  use 
otherwise  than  upon  presentation  of  a  certifi- 
cate in  the  prescribed  form  to  the  Customs  of- 
ficer from  a  duly  qualified  medical  practitioner 
authorising  the  application  for  the  same,  which 
certificate  shall  be  retained  and  registered  by 
the  Customs  officer." 

And  then,  in  another  section,  it  says  that 
spirituous  or  distilled  perfumes  may  not  be 
sold  by  chemisto  unless  they  are  rendered  unfit 
for  use  as  beverages.  And  the  same  thing  ap- 
plies to  medicines.  It  is  to  be  made  nauseous 
even  in  the  form  of  medicine.  I  think  the 
Bill,  although  it  has  emanated  from  a  very 
large  and,  I  believe,  a  very  hones t-in  ten tioned 
section  of  the  community,  should  not  be  forced 
upon  the  rest  of  the  public  of  New  Zealand. 
Now,  coming  to  the  question  of  the  mono- 
poly which  is  stated  to  exist,  let  us  trace 
to  some  extent  the  history  of  this  question. 
The  legislation  that  took  place  in  1895  was 
legislation  demanded  mainly  by  the  temper- 
ance party^  and  the  result  has  been  that  the 
police  have  been  compelled  to  order  the  erec- 
tion of  better  houses — in  many  oases  better 
houses  than  the  necessffcies  of  the  travelling 
public  warranted.  The  resuU  has  been  that 
many  men  of  small  or  moderate  means  have 
not  been  in  a  position  to  build  houses  of  the 
required  character  to  please  the  Licensing 
Bench,  and  this  has  thrown  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  building  and  ownership  of  public* 
houses  into  the  hands  of  the  brewers.  This 
has  brought  about  the  huge  monopoly  that 
is  now  being  grumbled  about.  It  has  been 
caused  by  the  very  legislation  which  has  been 
agitated  for  by  the  temperance  party  in  New 
Zealand.  Further,  I  do  not  think  it  is  the 
business  of  any  private  member  to  bring  in  a  < 
Bill  of  this  nature,  because  it  affects  very 
largely  the  finances  of  the  local  bodies.  This 
popular  vote,  if  taken  with  a  bare  majority, 
would  at  once  upset  the  whole  finance  of 
the  looal  bodies  for  the  time  being — there  is 
no  question  about  that;  and  any  measure 
likely  to  do  that,  I  think,  should  bo  introduced 
by  the  Government,  no  matter  what  Govern- 
ment may  be  in  power.  I  think  that  is  the 
natural  pQsitlon.  Speaking  upon  the  right 
of  Grood  Templars  or  Prohibitionists  to  force 
their  views  upon  others,  if  they  claim  to  re- 
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eeive  that  partiotilar  right  we  have  just  as 
maoh  right  to  give  vegetarians  or  any  other 
olase  of  the  commonity  who  happen  to  believe 
that  their  IdeM  are  right  and  sound  ones,  and 
who  happen  to  be  in  a  majority,  the  right 
to  foroe  their  views  upon  the  minority.  That 
is  the  position  taken  up  by  the   prohibition 

rrty.  Another  thinc[  which  I  consider— and 
dare  say  my  prohibition  friends  will  not 
agree  with  me  —  is  that  this  very  licensing 
law  causes  a  groat  deal  of  trouble  in  regard 
to  the  Police  Force,  in  this  respect:  It  has 
come  to  be  accepted  that  unless  a  police- 
man is  able  to  obtain  convictions  veiy  fre- 
quently, and  to  follow  up  questions  of  selling 
after  hours,  and  sly-grog  selling,  and  so  forth, 
he  is  actually  considered  an  inefficient  officer. 
A  considerable  section  of  the  community  has 
come  to  look  upon  this  particular  business  as 
the  be-all  and  end-all  of  a  policeman's  duty, 
and  that  unless  he  is  successful  in  this  respect 
he  is  not  a  very  efficient  officer — ^forgetting  for 
the  time  being  that  policemen  have  a  great 
many  more  important  duties  than  this.  Then, 
Sir,  a  great  deal  has  been  said—I  think  by  the 
member  for  Palmerston— about  the  right  to 
allow  people  to  have  what  they  want.  This 
is  a  very  good  thing  in  principle ;  it  is  a  grand 
theory  to  enunciate;  but  I  think  it  is  more 
creditable  for  a  man  to  stand  up  for  his  own 
opinions — even  if  the  mass  of  the  people  is 
against  him  and  he  may  be  overborne — ^I  think 
it  is  more  honourable  for  him  to  stand  up  for 
his  oninions:  and,  until  the  prohibition  party 
introduces  sounder  arguments  than  they  have 
yet  done  for  this  Bill,  or  any  other  Bill  like  this, 
I  must,  in  honesty  to  myself,  oppose  the  Bill. 
I  consider  that  when  they  depart  from  moral 
suasion  and  adopt  the  power  of  the  law  to  com- 
pel any  one  to  abstain  or  to  deprive  any  one 
from  obtaining  refreshment  if  he  requires  it 
they  are  doing  that  which,  as  well  as  being  de- 
grading, is  unjust  to  those  of  the  community 
who  wish  to  use  refreshments  in  a  temperate 
manner.  I  intend  to  vote  against  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MOORE  (Eaiapoi).~-If  there  were  any 
ehance  of  this  Bill  being  passed  this  session  I 
should  deal  with  it  at  greater  length  than  I 
intend  to  do  to-night.    The  Bill  was  only  dis- 

•  tributed  through  the  day,  and  I  doubt  very 
much  if  twenty  members  in  the  House  have 
read  the  Bill.  I  may  say  I  have  not  read  the 
whole  of  it  myself,  although  I  have  noticed 
the  main  provisions  of  the  Bill.  We  have  not 
had  a  single  word  from  the  Ministry  in  re- 

•  ferenee  to  the  BUI— as  to  whether  they  think 
it  is  desirable  to  deal  with  the  liquor  ques- 
tion or  not.  Perhaps  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  in  the  absence  of  the  Premier,  before 
the  debate  closes,  will  give  the  House  the 
opinion  of  Ministers.  I  think  in  a  matter  of 
this  sort,  if  the  House  intended  to  deal  with 
it  seriously,  we  ought  to  have  some  guide 
from  the  Government.  I  recognise,  from  the 
speeches  made  by  different  honourable  mem- 
bers to-night,  that,  though  we  are  -going 
in  for  pretended  liquor  legislation,  members 
do  not  intend  seriously  to  deal  with  the  Bill. 

Mr,  MeQowan 


For  my  own  part,  I  may  say  I  have  always 
favoured  the  power  being  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  people  to  decide  whether  we  are  to  have 
liquor  in  the  colony  or  not,  and  if  we  were  going 
to  deal  with  the  measure  seriously,  or  if  this 
were  next  session  and  a  measure  were  brouj^t 
down  with  the  intention  of  placing  it  on  the 
statute-book,  I  should  be  prepared  to  assist  in 

gassing  legislation  which  would  place  in  the 
ands  of  the  people,  either  from  a  local  oc 
colonial  point  of  view,  the  power  of  deciding  in 
reference  to  this  matter — not  by  a  bare  majority, 
but  by  a  three-fifths  majority.  So  far  as  the 
bare  majority  goes,  I  cannot  see  my  way  to 
support  the  Bill.  The  honourable  member  who 
brought  in  the  measure  has  done  so  in  his  un- 
doubted right  to  bring  in  anything  of  a  puUie 
nature,  but  nevertheless  I  think  he  was  some- 
what injudicious.  He  will  remember  the  actioB 
of  the  House  in  reference  to  the  liquor  question 
last  session.  A  Bill  was  brought  in  ostensibly— 
in  reality  on  behalf  of  the  brewers,  and  it  was 
carried  by  three  to  one ;  and  a  measure  brought 
in  by  his  own  colleague  on  behalf  of  the  temper- 
ance party  was  negatived  by  two  to  one.  Thence 
has  been  no  alteration  in  the  members  of  the 
House,  with,  I  think,  one  exception,  since  then, 
so  he  can  hardly  expect  ho  will  have  what  I 
presume  he  calls  a  temperance  measure  passed 
to  his  satisfaction  this  session.  And  althouj^, 
as  I  said,  he  has  exercised  his  undoubted  ri^t, 
he  has  been  somewhat  injudicious  in  bringing 
it  in.  For  myr  own  part,  I  have  already  sup- 
ported the  leaving  of  the  liquor  question  in  the 
hands  of  the  people.  When  the  honourable 
gentleman  asks  the  House  to  pass  a  measnn 
giving  power  to  decide  by  a  bare  majority  whe- 
ther liquor  is  to  be  allowed  in  the  colony  oc 
not  he  IS  going  further  than  I  think  the  House 
is  prepared  to  go  with  him.  In  moving  the 
second  reading  he  said  he  did  not  wish  io  stop 
the  importation  of  liquor  so  fatf  as  the  indi- 
vidual was  concerned  for  his  own  oonsumptioiL 
I  cannot  see  any  provision  in  that  direleticB. 
Possibly  the  honourable  gentleman  can  point 
out  to  me  the  clause  under  which  liquor  oan  be 
so  imported. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Subsection  (1)  of  clanae  7. 

Mr.  MOORE.— So  far  as  I  read  the  BiU,  it  is 
prohibited  from  importation  as  well  as  from 
sale.  However,  that  would  not  msJEe  any 
difference,  so  far  as  my  supporting  the  Bill 
goes,  if  I  thought  we  were  going  to  deal  with 
the  Bill  seriously.  We  shall  in  all  probability 
pass  the  second  reading  and  spend  a  night  over 
it  in  Committee,  and  then  we  shall  be  "as 
you  were." 

An  Hon.  Mbxbeb.— Then,  why  vote  for  the 
second  reading? 

Mr.  MOORE.— I  did  not  say  I  should  do  so. 
I  sa^,  in  all  probability  it  will  pass  its  second 
reading,  because  many  who  objected  to  it  last 
session  say  they  intend  to  vote  for  the  second 
reading  this  year ;  and,  more  than  that,  they 
are  prepared  to  go  for  a  bare  majority.  I  was 
astonished  to  hear  members  who  were  not  Pro- 
hibitionists say  they  were  going  to  that  extent 
—whether  for  the  object  of  frightening  meos- 
bers  from  voting  for  the  seoond  reading  I  do 
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not  know.  It  appeacB,  howeTor,  that  we  are 
not  treating  the  measure  in  the  important 
manner  that  such  a  sabjeot  deserves.  The 
jnatter  should  be  allowed  to  stand  over  until 
after  the  general  eleotion,  uid  let  the  Qovem- 
ment  bring  down  a  measure  to  deal  with  the 
question  in  a  proper  manner. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — ^The  new  (Government. 

Mr.  MOORE.— Yes ;  from  the  position  taken 
up  by  this  Qovemment  I  do  not  antioinate  it 
"Would  have  sufficient  backbone  to  bring  down  a 
liiquor  Bill ;  but  we  shall  probably  by  that  time 
have  a  new  Government,  who  will  bring  down  a 
proper  measure  dealing  with  the  subject.  We 
Imow  very  well  that,  with  a  question  of  this 
port,  it  is  impossible  for  a  private  member  to 
get  a  Bill  through  the  House ;  and  it  is  only  a 
"Waste  of  time  for  a  private  member  to  attempt 
to  bring  down  a  Bill  dealing  with  such  a  sub- 
ject before  the  Hoase,  for  there  is  no  possibility 
of  its  going  tbroogh.    I  say  we  are  not  now 

going  to  deal  with  it  seriously;  but  if  it  is 
rought  up  at  the  next  Parliament,  and  I  am 
here,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  assist  in  passing  a 
Bill  through  giving  the  people  throughout  the 
eolony  oolonial  prohibition  upon  a  three-fifths 
majority.  I  cannot,  however,  support  a  measure 
of  this  sort.  There  is,  I  know,  no  probability  of 
the  Bill  passing,  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
knows,  for  though  he  may  get  the  second  read- 
ing, and  have  the  Bill  taken  into  Oommittee, 
it  will  go  no  further.  If  we  passed  a  measure 
such  as  this,  establishing  the  principle  of  bare 
majority,  we  should  simply  year  by  year  be 
oscillating  from  one  side  to  the  other,  and 
there  would  be  continual  friction.  If  we  are 
to  dose  the  publichouses  and  prohibit  the  im- 
portation and  sale  of  alcoholic  liquors  in  the 
colony,  we  must  have  the  people  m  favour  of 
that  with  something  like  a  substantial  ma- 
jority, if  there  is  to  be  finality.  I  think  the 
honourable  member  must  recognise  that  is  so. 
XV»  these  reasons  I  shall  not  support  the  Bill. 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  gets  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  1  think  he  would  be  wise  to 
let  it  stand  over,  and  next  session  it  may  re- 
oeive  the  serious  attention  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MoGUIBE  (Hawera).^!  do  not  wish  to 
give  a  silent  vote  on  this  question,  and  there- 
lore  shall  si^  a  few  words  about  it.  In  1895  I 
voted  for  a  £ill  upon  similar  lines  to  this,  but 
a  portion  of  that  Bill  was  thrown  out  in  the 
Upper  House.  I  also  in  1893,  and  again  in  1894, 
introduced  a  Bill  to  stop  the  importation  and 
manufacture  of  alcoholic  liquors,  and,  Sir,  I 
am  satisfied  that  is  what  we  snail  have  to  come 
to.  I  like  when  I  do  a  thing  to  do  it  properly. 
I  have  long  recognised  that  shutting  up  a 
publichouse  here  and  there  will  have  little  or 
no  effect,  and  will  not  prohibit.  Yon  might  as 
well  cut  a  twig  off  a  tree  and  expect  the  tree 
not  to  grow  as  to  expect  to  prohibit  by  this 
means.  Sir,  I  could  see  years  ago  that  the 
legislation  introduced,  although  well  meant, 
oonld  not  effect  the  object,  and  that  was  why  I 
mtroduoed  my  Bill,  in  order  to  remove  the 
temptation  from  the  people.  It  was  not  for  me 
to  consider  the  revenue  aspect  of  the  question 
•that  is  a  question  for  the  Oolonial  Treasurer 


and  this  House  to  consider ;  but  iC  the  drinking 
customs  of  the  people  are  doing  the  damage 
they  are  said  to  be  doing,  then  we  should  not 
consider  the  question  from  a  revenue  point  of 
view  at  all,  out.  should  go  in  in  a  thorough 
manner  for  its  suppression.  I  am  therefore 
willing  to  do  all  I  can  in  the  interests  of 
oolonial  prohibition.  I  shall  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  and  I  will  try  and  assist  in 
getting  it  on  the  statute-book,  with  certain 
amendments  which  I  think  are  necessary.  I 
have  never  seen  a  measure  introduced  into  the 
House  yet  that  was  perfect;  there  is  alwa]fs 
something  to  be  done  to  them,  and  this  Bill  is 
no  exception.  It  would  be  very  extraordinary 
if  it  was  an  exception.  I  believe  the  people 
have  a  right  to  say  what  thev  think  should 
be  done  with  the  liquor  traffic,  and  this  is 
one  of  the  questions  that,  in  my  opinion, 
should  be  submitted  to  the  people  by  way  of  the 
referendom.  I  do  not  behove  in  the  referen- 
dum on  every  occasion,  but  I  do  not  propose  to 
go  into  that  aspect  now.  A  question  like  this, 
that  has  been  so  long  before  the  House  and  so 
long  before  the  country,  and  is  thoroughly  un- 
derstood bv  the  people  generally,  might  with 
advantage  be  referred  to  the  public.   I  honestly 

11  SO  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^®  could  stop  the  im- 
portation  and  the  manufacture  of  drink 
it  would  be  in  the  true  interests  of  the  people  of 
this  country.  I  think  if  that  were  done  for, 
say,  ten  years  the  people  of  this  country  would 
never  wish  to  go  back  to  the  present  system. 
For  these  reasons  any  legislation  on  the  linea 
of  oolonial  prohibition  will  have  my  hear^ 
support. 

Mr.  FLATMAN  (Geraldine).— I  trust  that 
the  speech  just  delivered  will  have  a  salutary 
effect  upon  the  members  on  the  Opposition  side 
of  the  House.  I  noticed  that  the  leader  of 
the  party  was  paying  marked  attention  to  the 
honourable  member  who  was  speaking  last,  as 
much  as  to  say,  '*  Be  careful ;  ob  not  get  out  of 
your  depth,  or  you  will  not  be  able  to  wade 
back  agam."  The  member  for  Kaiapoi,  as  usual, 
undertook  to  lecture  the  House,  and  told  us 
that  we  have  no  intention  of  passing  this  Bill, 
and  he  himself  acknowledged  that  ho  had  not 
read  it.  The  member  for  Ohristchuroh  Oity 
has  been  eulogised  for  the  temperate  manner 
in  which  he  introduced  the  Bill  this  evening, 
and  with  good  reason.  At  the  same  time  I 
cannot  compliment  him  on  one  point— that 
is,  that  this  Bill   was   only  placed   in    our 

Eigeon-holes  to-day  at  half-past  two*  Mem- 
ers  should  have  a  reasonable  time  to  study 
Bills,  and  I  have  often  heard  the  member  for 
Ohristchurch  Oity  censuring  the  Premier  for 
doing  the  same  thing  as  he  is  guilty  of  himself ; 
and  I  think  the  honourable  member  should 
have  had  the  Bill  distributed  earlier,  so  as  to 
give  members  time  to  study  it.  I  shall  support 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill;  and  I  shall 
support  the  bare  majority.  What  does  the 
Bill  ask  for  ?  It  asks  that  the  people— not  the 
temperance  party  only,  but  the  mole  of  the 
people — shall  have  the  opportunity  of  deciding 
whether  we  shall  continue  having  liquor  sold  as 
at  present  or  whether  the  sale  sfaaU  be  pro- 
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hiblted  altogether.  Some  members  have  said 
we  have  no  right  to  dictate  what  they  shall  eat 
or  drink.  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  this  Bill 
does  that.  It  certainly  goes  this  far :  it  allows 
any  one  to  manufaotare  drink  for  themselYes. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — No. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.~Of  course,  distilling  is  pro- 
hibited under  the  present  law.  But  this  Bill 
allows  the  mannfaoture  of  mild  stimulants  for 
one's  own  use,  but  not  for  sale  or  barter.  I 
submit  that  the  temperance  parly  are  to  a 
certain  extent  to  blame  for  the  lax  manner  in 
which  the  lidensing  law  has  been  adminis- 
tered. Many  extremists,  instead  of  exercising 
their  rights  in  the  election  of  Licensing  Com- 
mittees, have  allowed  the  matter  to  reinain  in 
abeyance,  and  have  not  voted  or  taken  any  in- 
terest in  licensing  elections ;  yet  i^ey  expect 
the  licensing  law  to  be  administered  in  the 
manner  they  would  wish  it  to  be.  I  think  that 
they  will  wake  up  to  this  fact :  that  it  is  their 
duty  to  place  as  many  temperance  members 
on  Licensing  Gommittees  as  possible.  Then 
they  will  have  a  voice  to  govern  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  law,  and  to  assist  in  carrving 
reductions  under  the  present  Act.  It  has  been 
said  that  publicans  are  white  slaves.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  in  some  instances  it  may 
be  so,  and  this  BiU  is  not  getting  at  the 
publicans,  but  at  the  brewers.  If  members 
will  turn  to  the  Mercantile  Qaaette  of  the  4th 
May,  1899,  they  will  find  that  there  are  two 
Oanterbury  hotelkeepers  who  are  gazetted  as 
paying  15  per  cent,  on  loans  from  brewers,  and 
I  cannot  understand  how  a  man  can  be  ex- 
pected to  make  an  honest  livelihood  and  pay  15 
per  cent.  The  liquor-laws  require  to  be  put  on 
a  better  footing  than  at  present,  especially  with 
regard  to  *'  tied  **  houses.  There  is  one  amend- 
ment needed  under  the  present  system — that  is, 
that  transfers  may  be  granted  without  calling 
a  special  meeting  of  the  Licensing  Commit 
tee.  It  is  very  awkward  where  members  of 
Committees  have  to  assemble  from  long  dis- 
tances for  the  purpose  of  granting  transfers. 
Surely  this  could  be  done  with  the  written 
sanction  of  the  Chairman  and  one  or  two 
of  the  members  of  a  Licensing  Committee, 
and  so  relieve  members  who  live  at  a  long 
distance  from  the  plaee  of  meeting  fiom 
having  to  attend  a  special  meeting  for  that 
purpose.  Reduction,  too,  has  been  spoken  of 
durmg  the  debate.  I  believe  that  reduction  is 
vety  little  brake  upon  the  liquor  traffic,  and  is 
not  calculated  to  reduce  drinking  except  in 
Isolated  cases.  It  is  also  a  very  bard  matter  to 
carry  out  reduction  properly  and  fairly.  For 
instance,  if  there  are  five  or  seven  publiohouses 
in  any  township,  and  they  are  all  conducted  in 
a  proper  manner,  it  is  very  hard  to  decide 
which  of  these  five  or  seven  are  to  be  closed. 
The  license  of  the  man  who  has  money,  and 
who  very  likely  has  some  infiuenoe  in  the  dis- 
trict where  he  resides,  is  probably  continued, 
while  the  weak  man  goes  to  the  wall.  Probably 
the  same  irregularities  are  eommitted  and  the 
same  laws  broken  in  the  best -kept  house 
as  in'  the  house  from  which  it  is  proposed 
to  cancel  the  license.    It  has  been  said  iJso 


Mr,  FkUman 


to-night  that  if  we  dose  the  hotels  by  a 
strong  majority  there  is  some  chance  of  pre- 
venting a  revulsion  of  opinion.  Well,  I  do 
not  know  that  that  is  any  argument  at  all. 
If  there  was  a  law  passed  during  this  Parlia- 
ment giving  the  people  the  option  of  dosifig 
all  the  licensed  houses  by  a  majority  of  thiee- 
fif  ths,  we  cannot  guarantee  that  &e  Padia- 
ment  next  after  us  will  not  pass  a  law  that  the 
licenses  should  be  brought  into  existence  again 
by  a  bare  majority.  We  oannot  hope  to  legis- 
late for  all  time.  And  I  think,  if  the  azgument 
were  followed  out  that  has  been  put  forth 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Wanganni,  we 
should  be  many,  many  years  further  off  prohi- 
bition than  we  would  under  the  bare  majority. 
I  feel  confident  that  we  are  only  driving  the 
question  off  year  after  year  bv  asking  for  a 
majority  which  is  not  required  in  any  other 
case,  and  that  we  shall  never  give  the  people  a 
fair  opportunity  of  oartying  prohibition. 

An  Hon.  Mexbbb. — ^7ou  will  carry  it  this 
time. 

Mr.  FLATMAN.^The  honourable  member 
is  more  sanguine  than  I  am.  I  do  not  wish  to 
carry  it  against  the  will  of  the  people.  My  idea 
is  that  we  should  try  and  intooduoe  some 
system  and  pass  it,  and  take  a  slra^ht-ont 
vote  on  it ;  and  then,  whichever  way  that  vote 
goes,  let  us  be  satisfied  and  content  with  the  da* 
cision  until  the  law  allows  us  to  vote  again.  I 
always  feel  myself  perfeotly  safe  and  satisfied  to 
leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  people, 
and  it  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  people.  I 
go  no  further  than  that  myself,  but  if  memben 
see  faults  in  the  Bill  they  can  move  amend- 
ments in  Committee. 

Mr.  E.  G.  ALLEN  (Waikouaiti).— Sir,  I  ham 
no  desire  to  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  tiie 
House  at  this  late  hour,  but  this  liquor  ques- 
tion is  one  of  great  importance,  and  I  shonld 
like  to  express  my  opinion  in  as  few  words  as 
possible  before  the  mover  replies.  I  think,  Sir, 
the  time  that  has  elapsed  since  the  liquor-laws 
of  the  present  day  were  first  introduced  has  not 
been  sufficiently  long  to  test  whether  they  are 
satisfactorT  or  whether  they  are  not.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  time  may  come  when  it  will 
be  advisable  to  revise  them,  but  we  have  no 
indication,  as  far  as  public  feeling  is  ooneemed, 
that  that  time  has  yet  arrived.  I  think  it  is  a 
very  great  mistake  to  tamper  with  the  laws 
frequently,  as  has  been  attempted  to  be  done 
with  regard  to  the  liquor- laws  of  the  colony. 
We  find  some  of  our  greatest  temperance  re- 
formers are  entirely  opposed  to  submitting  this 
question  to  the  vote  of  a  bare  majority  of  tiia 
people.  We  find  that  not  long  ago  a  large  con- 
ference of  temperance  reformers  was  held  In 
Palmerston  North.  There  was  equal  voting 
upon  the  question  of  whether  the  traffic  in 
alcohol  should  be  decided  by  a  bare  majority 
or  whether  this  question  should  be  settled  by  a 
three-fifths  majority.  I  do  not  intend  to  vote 
for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  I  said  at 
the  time  I  was  returned  to  the  House,  in  re^y 
to  a  question,  that  I  was  in  favour  of  ooloniai 
option  with  a  three-fifths  majority.  I  have 
no  reason  to  alter  my  views  in  ttMl  respect. 
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We  find,  Sir,  that  since  this  llqDor  qaestion 
has  been  handed  over  to  the  control  of  the 
people  considerable  reforms  have  taken  place. 
>7e  find  that  according  to  the  returns  in 
1890 — three  years  before  the  Act  under  which 
we  are  working  came  into  force  —  the  sum- 
mary convictions  for  drunkenness  per  thou- 
eand  of  the  population  were  9'14,  and  in  1896 
ihey  were  reduced  to  6*88 ;  also,  the  number  of 
persons  committed  to  gaol  for  drunkenness  in 
1890  was  808,  while  in  1896  the  number  so 
treated  was  reduced  to  616.  That,  I  think,  Sir, 
la  oonclusive  evidence  that  under  the  present 
Act  the  evils  arising  from  the  drinking  habits 
of  the  people  are  getting  less. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — You  are  quoting  the  number 
of  people  who  were  imprisoned.  The  number 
of  convictions  was  six  tnousand.^ 

Mr.  E.  G.  ALLBN. — Those  are  the  people 
that  were  convicted.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man disputes  my  figures  I  may  say  that  I  have 
taken  them  from  the  Year-book  of  New  Zea- 
land, which  is  a  fair  authorily.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  this  liquor  business  is  a  difficult 
question  to  solve.  A  good  many  people  believe 
tnat  this  trade  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
State,  so  as  to  do  away  with  all  incentive  to 
breaking  the  law.  Well,  I  am  rather  inclined 
to  think  such  a  system  might  be  satisfactory, 
but  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  make  such  a 
change  as  that  at  the  present  time.  The  law 
as  it  stands  is  doing  fairly  good  work,  and  we 
should  give  it  a  fair  trial  before  wo  tamper 
with  it  at  all.  Sir,  it  is  contended  that  the 
liquor  trade  leads  to  evils.  I  believe  it  does 
so  in  some  respects;  and  that  reminds  me 
of  another  extraordinary  phase  in  connection 
with  the  liquor-laws.  The  point  is,  if  it  does 
lead  to  evils,  and  if  it  ia  an  evil  trade,  why 
do  we  license  people  to  commit  evil?  If  it 
is  a  necessity,  as  some  contend  it  is,  why 
should  we  charge  people  a  high  license-fee 
to  carry  on  a  trade  which  is  a  necessity  to 
the  people?  Here  is  a  question  that  has 
often  occurred  to  me  as  one  worth  considera- 
tion. I  say,  if  it  is  an  evil,  we  have  no  right 
to  license  people  to  do  an  evil.  Sir,  I  believe 
that  the  principal  thing  that  we  should  do 
with  regard  to  this  question  is  to  endeavour 
to  educate  our  young  people  into  a  recogni- 
tion of  the  evils  of  excess  in  drinking.  We 
have  a  very  noble  example  set  by  the  Wesleyans 
and  other  denominations  in  this  respect.  In 
connection  with  every  Church  they  have  their 
Band  of  Hope,  and  it  is  doing  a  great  deal  of 
good  for  the  young.  Sir,  in  the  part  of  the 
country  I  have  the  honour  to  represent  breaches 
of  the  law  seldom  occur.  The  district  is  in 
charge  of  officers  of  the  police  who  have  the 
confidence  of  the  temperance  party,  and,  in 
fact,  of  all  sections  of  the  community,  and 
under  the  supervision  of  the  police  of  Wat- 
konaiti  there  is  little  to  complain  of  in  the  way 
the  law  is  enforced.  It  shows  that  the  law  is 
fairly  satisfactory,  and  that  it  is  capable  of 
being  properly  carried  out  by  those  who  wish 
to  observe  it,  and  if  the  police,  in  the  exercise 
of  their  duty,  see  that  the  laws  are  observed. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Wellington  Suburbe).— Sir, 


during  the  course  of  the  debate  I  have  been 
struck  with  the  reticence  on  this  Bill  that  has 
been  shown  by  the  honourable  gentlemen  who 
are  regarded  as  the  leaders  of  the  House.  We 
have  had  no  expression  of  opinion  from  any 
member  of  the  Government,  and  nothing  has 
been  said  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  Cer- 
tainly we  had  a  speech  from  the  member  for 
Riccarton,  which,  in  my  opinion,  was  an  ex- 
tremely moderate  and  oharacteiistically  sober 
and  sane  expression  of  opinion.  It  was  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  that,  coming  from  a  gentle- 
man of  his  political  knowledge  <and  his  long 
colonial  experience,  must  have  appealed  to  the 
younger  members  of  the  House ;  and,  for  myself, 
I  listened  to  that  speech  y^ith  a  great  deal  of 
attention  and  pleasure,  especially  as  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  largely  bears  out 
what  I  think  myself.  I  give  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  every  credit 
dot  only  for  the  moderate  way  in  which  he 
introduced  the  Bill,  but  also  for  the  zeal  and 
sincerity  he  has  shown  in  expounding  his 
subject.  I  think  no  one  can  deny  the  zeal 
and  sincerity  he  evinces  in  the  cause  he  has 
so  much  at  heart.  But,  although  I  admit 
that  much,  I  cannot  agree  with  him  on  the 
main  principle  of  the  measure.  In  my  own 
case  I  was  elected  against  an  extremely  able 
Prohibitionist — a  gentleman  who,  I  am  afraid, 
championed  his  cause  with  more  ability  than 
I  championed  mine  with.  At-  any  rate,  I  was 
elected  as  a  supporter  of  the  three-fifths- 
majority  principle  in  the  local-option  vote.  I 
was  opposed  to  the  bare  majority,  but  I  would 
be  prepared  to  vote  for  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill  to  night  if  it  was  not  for  this  point : 
that  we  haTe  colonial  option  running  concur- 
rently with  local  or  district  option. 

Mr.  TAYLOB. — That  is  because  we  have 
cancelled  the  old  system. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Well,  Sir,  according  to  the 
schedule  it  is  certainly  clear  to  me  that  a  local 
vote  as  well  as  a  colonial  vote  may,  and  is  in- 
deed directed  to,  be  given.  To  my  mind  it  is 
necessarily  and  manifestly  an  absurdity  that  in 
one  district  you  may  have  the  electors  voting 
to  do  away  with  all  licenses,  while,  going  over 
the  horder,  in  another  electorate  you  have  the 
electors  deciding  they  will  have  the  sale  of  in- 
toxicating liquors  continued  in  their  midst. 
At  the  same  time,  we  have  had  our  liquqfD 
legislation  amended  several  times  during  the 
last  few  years,  and  I  think  the  whole  colony 
would  agree  that  when  the  last  Licensing 
Bill  was  passed  it  was  hoped  we  had  reached 
finality  for,  at  any  rate,  five  or  six  years. 
Now,  we  are  approaching  the  end  of  a  Parlia- 
ment, and  I  would  submit  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  that  it  would 
be  better  to  leave  the  whole  question  over  to 
the  new  Parliament.  It  is  said  that  many  of 
those  in  this  House  now  do  not  represent  the 
opinions  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
electorates.  I  do  not  agree  that  that  is  the 
case,  but,  admitting  that  it  is  so,  sorely  that 
may  be  considered  an  argument  in  favour  of 
leaving  the  whole  question  of  any  change  in 
oni  lioensing  system  to  be  dealt  with  by  the 
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nexl  Parliament.  A  good  deal  has  been  eaid 
on  the  general  character  of  the  liquor  traffic. 
I  agree  that  there  are  evils,  and  I  am  really  as 
sincere  in  my  wish  to  have  those  evils  remedied 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  o{  the 
Bill.  At  the  same  time,  I  agree  with  what  was 
■aid  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wanganui. 
Ko  one  in  this  House  will  doubt  the  sincerity 
of  that  honourable  gentleman  in  regard  to  the 
evils  of  the  liquor  traffic.  What  does  he  tell 
as  this  evening  ?  He  tells  us  most  distinctly, 
as  the  opinion  of  a  man  who  from  his  youth 
upwards  has  been  a  teetotaller,  and,  at  any  rate, 
to  my  knowledge,  for  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  has  been  battling  steadfastly  away  in  the 
cause  of  temperance — he  tells  us  he  has  no 
confidence,  no  hope,  in  the  permanence  of  any 
liquor  law  which  is  not  indorsed  by  a  sufficient 
majority  of  the  electors  of  the  colony — that  is 
to  say,  he  does  not  believe  in  the  permanence 
or  good  effect  of  any  vote  which  is  merely  U 
^' catch'*  vote.  Unless  you  have  something 
which  is  a  great  deal  more  than  a  bare  ma- 
jority there  is  no  safeguard  for  the  permanence 
of  the  law.  People  cannot  be  expected  to 
observe  a  law  which  is  carried  by  tne  barest 
possible  majority,  or,  as  we  say  in  this  House, 
on  a  "  snatch  "  division.  That  is  why  I  am 
80  strongly  in  favour  of  the  three-fifths  ma- 
jority. But  there  are  one  or  two  things  in 
this  Bill  that  I  heartily  approve  of.  I  approve 
of  the  provision  about  clubs.  It  is  a  grave 
injustice,  I  think,  at  the  present  time,  that, 
whereas  a  pnblican  is  hampered,  embarrassed, 
and  harassed  by  a  number  of  restrictions  which 
are  imposed  upon  him  by  the  law,  a  number  of 
men  can  form  themselves  into  a  club,  stop  up 
to  all  hours  of  the  morning,  and,  practically, 
do  ju8t  as  they  like;  and  they  have  to  pay 
only  £5  as  a  charter-fee,  while  the  publican 
has  to  pay  an  annual  fee  of  £40.  A  club  is 
Bimply  a  company  "pub" — that  is  all  it  is; 
and  that  we  should  impose  so  many  restric- 
tions and  a  greater  financial  burden  on  the 
man  who  runs  an  open  hostelry,  whilst  at  the 
same  time  we  take  all  these  restrictions  off  a 
few  men  who  band  themselves  together  and 
manage,  through  one  influence  or  other,  to 
get  a  charter  from  the  Colonial  Secrefcaiy,  is, 
I  think,  very  unfair.  I  trust  the  time  will 
oome  when  the  whole  question  of  club-charters 
must  be  considered  by  this  House,  and  the 
existing  system  altered.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
Tight  that  one  man,  whether  he  be  a  member  of 
this  Ministry  or  any  other  (Government,  should 
say  how  many  clubs  there  shall  bo  in  this 
colony.  I  think  it  is  a  very  improper  thing.  I 
think  it  is  a  great  pity  that  this  Bill  should 
ftiave  been  brought  forward  now.  There  are 
good  points  in  it ;  there  are  some  points  which, 
f^ould  the  Bill  go  to  the  Committee  stage,  I 
will  vote  for :  but,  considering  we  are  a  dying 
Tarliament,  that  the  aubject  is  not  altogether  a 
burning  one  at  the  present  moment,  and  that 
the  question  can  he  decided,  if  necessary,  at  the 
coming  general  election,  when  a  more  decided 
expression  of  opinion  may  be  obtained  from  the 
people  of  the  colony,  I  think  it  is  merely  wasting 
^he  time  of  the  House  to  go  on  with  the  measure. 

Mr.  WiUan 
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It  is  perfectly  well  known  that  those  gentlemsD 
who,  for  election  purposes,  have  been  milcDj 
approving  of  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  BiU 
will  be  happy  to  so  mutilate  it  in  Committee 
that  its  own  father  will  not  know  it.  ind 
other  gentlemen  have  told  us  here  in 
the  most  cynical  way  that  they  will 
vote  for  the  bare  majority  to-night,  beoaose 
they  know  that  the  Legislative  Council  will 
"chuck  "  out  any  Bill  with  the  bare-majority 
principle  in  it.  I  would  remind  those  honour- 
able members  that  twice  in  the  history  of  tbe 
colony  the  Upper  House  has  very  properly 
disappointed  those  members  of  tiie  Lower 
House  who  try  to  curry  favour  with  their  oon- 
stitaents  by  voting  one  way  in  the  hope  that 
the  measure  when  it  got  upstairs  would  be 
kicked  out — I  refer  to  the  **  one  man  one  vote  " 
and  the  female  franchise.  I  do  not  think 
we  ought  to  consider  the  "other  place" 
at  all,  but  simply  vote  as  our  consciences 
direct.  I  have  no  hesitation  whatever -in  vot- 
ing against  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
because  I  think  its  introduction  now  is  a 
waste  of  time.  The  whole  question  may  be 
threshed  out  in  December  next,  and  the  next 
Parliament,  having  more  data  before  it,  will 
be  more  fitted  to  deal  with  the  question  than 
we  are.  We  have  had  no  opinion  expressed  on 
the  subject  since  December,  1896,  and  here,  at 
the  fag-end  of  a  Parliament,  a  Bill  which  pro- 
poses to  alter  the  whole  of  our  system  is  intro- 
auoed  by  a  private  member.  I  quite  believe 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchuroh  (^ty 
is  sincere  in  what  he  has  done,  but  I  think  it  a 
great  waste  of  time  that  we  should  have  such  a 
Bill  brought  before  us  on  the  eve  of  a  f^eneral 
election.  I  shall  be  bound  to  vote  against  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  although  I  can 
promise  the  honourable  member  that  if  it  gets 
to  Committee  I  shall  support  him  in  one  or  two 
clauses 

Mr.  MASSEY  (Franklin).— I  do  not  intend, 
Sir,  to  discuss  the  whole  subject  of  prohibition, 
nor  do  I  intend  to  criticize  the  speeches  of 
those  honourable  members  who  have  preceded 
me.  What  I  propose  to  do  is  to  say  a  few  words 
in  explanation  of  the  position  I  take  up  in  con- 
nection with  this  subject,  and  in  explaaatioB 
of  the  vote  which  in  all  probability  I  shall  be 
called  upon  to  record  to  night,  or,  if  not  to- 
night, in  the  near  future.  When  I  was  be- 
fore my  constituents  prior  to  the  election  of 
1896  I  expressed  myself  in  favour  of  the  exist- 
ing law — namely,  that  the  people  should  have 
the  control  of  the  liquor  traffic  by  a  three-fifths 
majority,  which  majority  should  have  the  right 
to  say  whether  licenses  should  be  done  away 
with  or  whether  they  should  be  allowed  to  con- 
tinue. The  pledge  I  gave  on  that  occasion  I 
intend  to  keep  in  the  same  way  as  I  have  kept 
everv  other  pledge  I  have  made  since  I  came 
to  this  House.  At  the  same  time  I  gave  my 
people  to  understand  that  I  considered  myself 
free  to  support  any  necessary  amendment  that 
would  not  interfere  with  the  main  principlea 
of  the  Alcoholic  Liquors  Sale  Control  Act 
But  what  is  proposed  to-night  ?  It  is  proposed 
in  the  BiU  we  are  now  discussing  that,  in  addi- 
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tion  to  the  local  option  by  a  three-filths  ma- 
jority, there  shall  be  colonial  option  on  a  bare 
majority.  Very  well,  if  this  Bill  happened  to 
become  law  in  its  present  form  we  should  have 
a  number  of  districts  in  the  colony  voting  by  a 
ihree-fifths  majority  for  licenses  being  granted. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  might  have  the  whole  of 
tiie  people  of  the  colony  carrying  prohibition 
by  a  bare  majority.  Well,  it  seems  to  me  that 
ihe  positions  would  be  inconsistent — one  would 
OTorride  the  other,  and  the  whole  thing  would  be 
illogical  to  the  last  degree.  I  could  understand 
the  honourable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  if 
he  proposed  to  substitute  colonial  option  foi 
local  option ;  but  I  cannot  imagine  the  two 
zunning  satisfactorily  together.  I  cannot  help 
Agreeing  with  the  last  speaker  in  one  re- 
mark he  made— that  is,  that  in  discussing 
this  Bill  we  are  only  wasting  our  own  time 
uid  the  time  of  the  country,  because  there 
Is  not  a  member  in  this  House  who  does  not 
know  that,  even  if  the  Bill  passes  its  second 
reading,  it  has  not  a  thousand-to-one  chance  of 
becoiying  law.  No  amendment  of  the  Alcoholic 
Liquors   Sale .  Control  Act   introduced    by  a 

grivate  member  has  any  chance  of  becoming 
>w,  because  those  who  advocate  prohibition 
Knd  those  who  support  the  liquor  traffic  will 
always  manage  to  strangle  anything  that  is 
brought  forwud  in  this  direction.  And  here, 
Sir,  I  may  say  I  heartily  agree  with  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  member  for  Biocarton  and 
other  members  in  regard  to  the  evil  and  detri- 
mental influences  which  the  mixing-up  of  the 
liquor  traffic  with  the  politics  of  the  country 
has  had  upon  the  public  affairs  of  the  colony. 
I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  details,  but  we  all 
know  the  influences  brought  to  bear  from 
both  sides,  generally  about  election -time.  I 
am  sorry,  Sir,  that  we  have  not  had  an  expres- 
sion of  opinion  from  the  Treasury  benches  on 
this  subject.  The  gentlemen  at  present  on 
those  benches  evidently  recognise  that,  on  the 
Uquor  question,  silence  is  golden,  and  it  is  as 
well  to  be  discreet.  But  I  want  to  say  this : 
that  if  the  Qovernment  will  introduce  an 
amendment  of  the  Liquors  Sale  Control  Act, 
making  amendments  where  experience  has 
shown  them  to  be  necessary,  retaining  the 
control  of  the  liquor  traffic  by  the  people,  and 
separating  the  liquor  question  from  the  ordi- 
nary politics  of  the  country,  then  I  can  pro- 
mise them  my  hearty  and  unqualified  support. 
Sir,  I  want  to  say  this :  that  I  am  as  anxious 
to  encourage  temperance  and  temperance  prin- 
ciples as  the  member  who  introduced  this  Bill 
to-night;  but  I  recognise  that  prohibition  by 
legislation  would  be  of  very  little  use,  and  it 
would  be  no  remedy  for  the  evils  which  un- 
doubtedly exist. 

Hr.  J.  W.  THOMSON  (Clutha).~Sir,  almost 
every  member  who  has  addressed  the  House 
to-night  has  referred  to  Clutha,  and,  as  I 
represent  that  part  of  the  colony,  it  may  be 
expected  that  I  should  say  a  word.  Clutha  is 
not  only  attracting  attention  in  this  House, 
but  I  may  say  it  is  attracting  the  attention  of 
the  country.  At  all  events,  we  cannot  take  up 
a  newspaper  without  seeing  some  reference  in 


it  to  prohibition  in  Clutha.  It  is  quite  a 
common  thing,  for  residents  in  Clutha  to  re« 
oeive  letters  from  distant  parts  of  the  colony 
asking  their  opinions  as  to  the  success  or 
otherwise  of  prohibition  in  Olutba.  I  ana  not 
in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  old  Clutha  hotels 
— at  least,  not.  much — so  that  I  cannot,  from 
experience  gained  in  these  places,  speak  as 
to  the  success  or  otherwise  of  prohibition  in 
Clutha.  In  this  respect  I  differ  from  one 
honourable  gentleman,  who  told  us  that  he 
knew  from  experience  that  liquor  can  be  got 
in  any  quantity  and  in  any  place  in  Clutha. 
However,  I  live  in  Clutha;  I  am  moving 
about  among  the  people,  and  talking  to 
them  regarding  prohibition  and  other  things; 
and  I  must  say  that,  while  prohibition  has 
not  h^en  the  success  that  many  people  would 
like  to  have  seen  it,  yet  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  now  there  is  not  nearly  so  much 
drinking  as  there  used  to  be.  I  believe  that 
prohibition  has  come  to  stay  in  Clutha.  | 
believe  that  the  people,  having  got  prohibition^ 
are  resolved  to  stick  to  it.  I  hold  m  my  hand 
a  newspaper  containing  a  report  of  a  speech 
that  was  recently  delivered  in  Balclutba.  Ij 
am  not  going  to  read  simply  opinions,  but  to 
read  you  a  few  facts — and  facts  should  have 
some  weight.  It  has  been  said  that  Balclutba 
is  not  going  ahead  as  it  should  do,  and  that 
this  is  owing  to  prohibition.  The  figures  I 
am  to  give  show  that  the  present  condition 
of  the  place  compares  favourably  with  its  con« 
dition  under  license.  In  the  speech  referred  to 
I  find  this  passage : — 

<»  The  general  prosperity  and  morality  of  the 
town  had  materially  improved  during  the  last 
five  years.  They  might  compare  the  borough 
now  with  its  condition  ten  or  twelve  years  ago. 
Then  all  the  storekeeping  business  of  the  town 
was  carried  on  in  four  stores,  but  business  was 
so  bad  that  only  two  of  the  storekeepers  sur- 
vived, in  solvent  circumstances,  the  days  of 
liquor  rule ;  now  ten  stores  were  carrying  on 
profitable  business.  Then  there  were  only  two 
stock  and  station  agents,  now  there  were  six; 
two  blacksmiths  then,  six  now;  two  bakers 
then,  three  now;  two  bootmakers  then,  four 
now ;  and  so  on.  This  cutting-up  of  businessee 
into  so  many  separate  concerns  was  in  itself 
quite  enough  to  account  for  the  falling-ofi  in 
receipts  which  some  of  the  business  people 
attributed  to  the  closing  of  the  hotels." 

An  Hon.  Membsb. — Is  that  due  to  prohibi« 
tion? 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON.— I  am  not  saying 
what  it  is  due  to;  I  am  leaving  honourable 
gentlemen  to  draw  their  own  conclusions.  One 
honourable  member  said  that  the  chief  town  in 
his  district  could  not  possibly  get  on  without 
the  license-fees.  I  am  going  to  show  you  that 
the  Borough  Coxmcil  of  Balclutba  is  in  a  better 
financial  position  now,  when  it  is  not  ([etting 
the  license-fees,  than  it  was  in  when  it  was 
getting  them.  The  speech  I  am  quoting  from 
contains  this  passage : — 

"As  to  the  condition  of  the  borough's 
finance,  the  following  figures  show  how  satis- 
factory it  18  :-^ 
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On  iBfe  March,  1894,  overdraft  ..        806    5    0 
Loan  on  same  date  was  . .      1,000    0    0 


Making  a  total  of . . 


..  iSl,80e    6    0 


On  aist  Marob,  1899,  overdraft . .        471  12    9 
Loan  ..  685    0    0 


Making  a  total  of  . .  £1,106  12    9 

**  These  figures  show  that  £701  123.  3d.  of  the 
borough's  debt  has  been  wiped  off  since  the  let 
March,  1894.'* 

This  state  of  things  may  not  be  owiu^  to  pro- 
hibition, as  one  honourable  gentleman  implied, 
but  possibly  prohibition  may  have  something 
to  do  with  it.  1  shall  now  give  you  a  few 
police  statistics.  I  find  this  passage  in  the 
speech : — 

**  For  the  four  and  a  half  years  preceding  no- 
license  the  police  offences  amounted  to  842, 
while  for  the  four  and  a  half  years  of  no- 
Ucense  only  126,  including  thirty- two  sly-grog 
oases.  A  comparison  was  made  between  Ash- 
hurton,  with  a  population  of  8,105,  having  111 
convictions  in  1898,  while  no-license  Glutha, 
with  a  larger  population  (9,814),  had  only 
nineteen  convictions." 

Whilst  I  would  not  say  that  the  changes  for 
the  better  to  which  I  have  referred  are  alto- 
gether due  to  prohibition,  I  think  prohibition 
must  have  had  something  to  do  with  them. 

Mr.  BOLLABD.— I  bsg  to  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  think  it  is  a  pity  that  the 
House  is  not  to  be  allowed  to  vote  on  this 
matter.  Of  course,  the  object  of  the  motion  to 
adjourn  the  debate  is  to  prevent  some  and  save 
other  members  from  expressing  any  opinion  on 
the  question,  and  practically  to  shelve  the  Bill ; 
but  I  shall  divide  the  House  upon  it. 

Mr.  BOLLARD.— No;  that  is  not  my  object. 
There  are  several  members  who  wish  to  speak. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— All  right.  The  honourable 
member  for  Eden  thinks  I  am  as  innocent  as 
be  would  like  us  to  believe  him  to  be.  The 
fact  remains  that  the  motion  to  adjourn  the 
debate  at  this  time,  when  nearly  every  member 
of  the  Honse  has  spoken 

Hon.  Mehbbbs. — No. 
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Mr.  TAYLOR.— Well,  a  laige  majority  have 
already  spoken.  The  member  for  Wallace,  Um 
member  lor  Wellington  Suburbs,  the  member 
for  Waikato,  and  the  member  for  GenJdine 
have  already  spoken. 

An  Hon.  Msmbkb. — ^Has  the  Premier  spoken  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  — The  Premier  would  not 
speak  on  this  Bill,  and  it  is  not  at  all  likely 
that  he  will  vote  on  it.  I  want  to  put  it  on 
record  why  this  is  done.  The  adjournment  of 
the  debate,  according  to  all  known  rules  of 
the  House,  will  practically  prevent  the  House 
voting  at  all.  If  the  adjournment  is  carried, 
the  honourable  member  for  Eden  will  have  the 
credit  of  storoing  this  House  voting  on  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  BOLLARD.— I  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  I  intend  to  speak  for  half  an 
hour  on  the  Bill  myself,  I  know  there  are 
several  other  members  here  who  wish  to  speak 
upon  it,  and,  as  it  is  now  twenty  minutes  past 
twelve  o'clock,  I  think  it  is  quite  time  to  go 
home. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  '^Thet 
the  debate  be  adjourned." 
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Duncan. 

Allen,  E.  Q. 

McNab 

Symes 

Carson 
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Tanner 

Flatman 

Monk 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Gilfedder 

O'Regan 

WUson. 

Ouinness 

Pirani 

Joyce 
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TeUers. 
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Smith 

McQuire 

Steward 

Taylor. 

Majority  for,  € 

> 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty- eight  minutes 

past  twelve  o 

'clock  a.m. 

END  OF  ONE  HUNDRED-AND-SIXTH  VOLUME. 


By  Anthority:  John  Haokat,  Government  Printer,  Wellington. 
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